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For the past 18
years the
Wharfedale
Diamond has
been the UK’s
most popular
loudspeaker. In
contrast to almost
every other speaker
manufacturer,
Wharfedale
designs all its own
components and
builds almost every
part in its own
factories.

These award winning
speakers incorporate the
finest acoustic engineering that
Britain can offer. The advanced
technology of the decoupled
cabinets; the ‘Audio Stealth’
moulded rock front and backs;
elliptically cut mineral loaded
sandwich cones;

magnetically linearised pole
pieces; double wound voice coils;
all continuing the dominance of
Wharfedale’s technological lead
since 1932.

Across the world, the UK’s No.1
best selling loudspeaker enjoys
the same reaction:-

Sound Quality

' O 8 & &

Value for money

% %k k k k

Again confirming that in every
way she's a perfect ten.

L}

Diamond 7.1* £99.95
Diamond 7.2* £129.95
Diamond Anniversary £149.95
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fter many years of
faithful service, we
felt it was time to

give our present globe
award system a little
spring-clean. With the
increasing quality and reli-
ability of products we
need a little more scope to
honour the kit that really
deserves it. For those
products which pass
through our portals that
are firmly rooted between
existing categories, we
have chosen to instigate
the new half globe. This
should give us more room
to mark fairly the merits of
equipment and it should
give you, the reader, a
better sense of how we
feel the products fared
against the competition.
We've also added a pound
sign, which will be awarded
when we feel a product is
particularly good value for
money.

And talking of value for
money, it's been an excit-
ing few weeks in the UK
world of hi-fi. The recent
Bristol show was a great
success and proved to the
doubters that there’s still

How we test thg _pﬂd_l_lb‘ts

e Hi-Fi World has its own

advanced test laboratory and
acoustically treated listening

room.

e Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners. We review thoroughly
by extensive auditioning, rather

than by quick-fire group
listening tests.

L
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plenty of life left in the old
hi-fi dog yet. For six quid
the good folk of the west
country (and much further
afield) feasted on the visu-
al and aural delights of
many new and innovative
products.

Among the stars of the
show were Meridian,
demonstrating just how
gobsmacking a high-end
surround sound system
can sound; Pioneer ,
were giving the
British public a a
laste of what’s to
come in the shape of | —
their DVD-RW - the s
replacement for '
the VCR? -
currently
only avail-
able in
Japan,
and Elac
demon-
strated
what
they
believe to
be the most
advanced V
NXT transducer
on the market,
employed in
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1 O

| Q gae aEE &

their flat panel ‘picture
frame’ model, intriguingly
branded with the phrase “I
am a loudspeaker”.

What was most warm-
ing to the old cockles,
though, was the relatively
large number of younger
show-goers present, many
of whom had a surprising
interest in valve amp kits,
not to mention (ah!) vinyl.

Happy Listening . . ..

adod uouwlis

e Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of products in-house. No
other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

£

NICE PRICE -
Represents excellent
value for money

8RE® &&&

EXCELLENT -
Superb sound, among the
best available

VERY GOOD -
Well worth a listen

‘ Halif globes are added for
\& those products that we feel
are between categories

88

ADEQUATE -
Room for improvement

8

POOR -
Seriously flawed.
forget it!
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REVIEWS
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33. . .Roksan Caspian
Surround Sound
Processor and Multi-
channel power amplifier.

Roksan claim to have the first truly
audiophile multi-channel decoder and
amplifier on the market. Simon Pope
hopes to find a truly multi-faceted musi-
cal performer in this pairing.

LOUDSPEAKERS

11. . .Multimedia and active
‘speaker group test.

This month we examine six examples of
active ‘speakers, ranging from budget PC
multimedia designs up to expensive, full-
blown professional monitors. Do they
make a viable alternative to their hi-fi
brethren?

25. . .KEF Cresta.1__
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pernedia and active
‘speaker group test.

25. . .KEF Cresta 1

This is the new baby from KEF. With their
solid build and solid engineering, will
they prove to be as rivetting as their big-
ger brother?

e - ——

37. . .Eltax Liberty 1

in this exclusive review Richard White
checks out the sonic credentials from one
of the surprise successes in the budget
loudspeaker business.

35. . .Mission 780

This is the latest stand mount model from
the new team at Mission. Richard White
assesses whether they can rest on their
laurels or not.

CD PLAYERS

23. . .TerraTec M3P0

MP3/CD player
This unusual combination player impress-
es both Noel Keywood and David Price
with it’s outlandish -approach to audio.

H1-Fl WORLD
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Processor and Multi-
channel power amplifier
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27. . .Denon DCM-50
Multidisc playe
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TERRATIC

27. . .Denon DCM-5000
Multidisc player.

With it's gargantuan build and HDCD

chip, this could be the first 100-disc stor-
age player to merit audiophile status. Will
Richard White have enough CDs to fill it?

VINYL

47. . .Clearaudio Evolution
Turntable

Simon Pope digs the black stuff with this
stylish combination from Germany. Does
it justify the heavy price tag?

47. . .Clearaudio Evolution

HI-FI WORLD

49. . .Computer Audio

In our three-page monthly round-up of
the latest gadgets we encounter an MP3
jukebox, as well as other goodies to make
your computer sing!

|o|=

FEATURES

20. . .Active speakers

With their wealth of experience and
knowledge, the ‘World editorial team tell
you how to make the most of your active
‘speakers in this two-page feature.

32. . .AudioJumble Report

Resident news hound Richard White
travels to Tonbridge in search of bargains.
Lucky devil!

39...0lde Worlde

David Price highlights the relative success
of Sony’s cheapest ‘Biotracer’ turntable.
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Ambience, imaging and
“presence’” depend on
retrieving the finest
detail in the signal from
your cartridge. Answer?
- a separate phono stage.

Fobulous
Balanced

I skooes
Audio Technology | pnone Ld

Consider that the signal from a
MC cartridge is only 0.005% of
the output of a CD player — and
that’s maximum! Fine detail will
be hundreds of times quieter.
Astronomers get more signal
from distant galaxies'

VK 50 SE PRE-AMPLIFIER
Now imagine amplifying that
inside a preamp, with strong
MAGNETIC FIELDS, where the
phono stage must compete for
clean power with other circuits.

A separate phono stage with its
own power supply will upgrade
MASSIVELY almost any preamp
or integrated amp.

Under £400 we offer the
LEHMANN BLAack CUBE and
the SONNETEER SEDLEY. Both
will amaze you and make the
most of eg LP12,Voyd, PT etc
turntables. For the highest
level systems we have the
CLEARAUDIO Symphono and

Signature and the Pass ONO "] 'he

The Perfect Balance [ Right |

Customers say we make some of
the best sounds they have ever N ote
heard, so you know we can do the | . sic in the home

same in your home. @
Our advice will take account of

VK 60 STEREO POWER AMPLIFIER

P

* Advantage ° | your best components and guide
* Balanced Audio Technology * you where change is needed, in —%.—
* Copulare * Echo Busters * Eggleston Works * stages you can afford.

« Hovland * Kharma * Lumley » Meadowlark » You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, Tt

d . . enjoy music along the way and save
Passlabs * Wisdom money in the long run. BATH

JUST LISTEN AND YOU’LL KNOW 01225 874728
CD: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY,
Dl S trlb u t ors Of fl ne mu Si c pro d u CtS dCS ELGAR, MERACUS, PAss, SUGDEN, WADIA. VINYL: Basis, CLEARAUDIO, CROWN
JEweL, DNM, GRAHAM, LEHMANN, MICHELL, STRATOSPHERE, SUMIKO BLUE POINT
. SPECIAL, TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED AUDIO
Zentek Music Ltd TECHNOLOGY, CAT, DNM, GAMUT, LUMLEY, MERACUS, NAGRA, PASS, SONNETEER,
Lizanne House, Mount Sion, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1YQ SPECTRAL, SUGDEN. LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC, BKS, CHARIO, ETHOS, LUMLEY,
tel: 01892 539595 fax: 01892 616517 MAGNEPLANAR, MIRAGE, NEAT, TOTEM, VERITY AUDIO. TUNERS: ACCUPHASE,
. MAGNUM DyNALAB. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNM, NORDOST, SILTECH,
YAMAMURA CHURCHILL ETC. SUPPORTS: STANDS UNIQUE, VIBRAPLANE ETC,

PAGE 6 l MAY 2000 HIFl WORLD



T e e
L Y - . -
PR Ol B gl Tirge
shelves as illustrated, are from

£251,

Qtrax
Tel: 01992 551484

Uimmare
EQUIPMENT

London high-end distributor Ultimate
Sonics have released details of their
complete list. First up we have
Canadian manufacturer SimAudio
with their Moon series. This starts at
£1100 for the | 5080 integrated and
moves up to the lofty heights of
£8770 for one W-10 monobloc. In
addition to ten available amplifiers
there is the Eclipse HDCD compatible CD player at £4160.

Next comes the JoLida range of “affordable” valve products
from the USA. This includes ten valve and hybrid amplifiers and
a valve CD player. Prices here range from £305 for the JD102B
2x25W hybrid integrated with mosfet output up to £1480 for the
JD1000A valve integrated. Also in the range is a remote con-
trolled “vacuum” stereo tuner at £305. Watch this space for
reviews!

HI-FI WORLD

1 rade winds

Ultimate Sonics,

36 Hurstbourne Road,
London SE23 2AB

Tel: 0208 699 2446

MAY 2000 I PAGE 7
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23 Langley Broom
Langley
Berks SL3 8NB
TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:
\ |0am - 8pm Monday - Saturday (By appointment) J

Upgradable from one to five channels, it uses good,
solid engineering to produce a good, solid sound that
is alive with detail and a sense of space that will show
many a well-respected amplifier a clean set of heels.
It also manages to sound more powerful than it
actually is, yet does not require the listener to crank
the volume to the max to get a decent sound. In short
it never draws attention to itself, no matter how
complex the sound. - HOME ENTERTAINMENT
January 2000

£78

— One of the most elegant amplifiers around. If you

want to upgrade an amplifier in stages, or start from
scratch with five channels of the BEST POSSIBLE
sound without spending a fortune the EZ0 K3 is hard
to better. It sounds BIG, BOLD and CONFIDENT.

The EZO K35 is a meaty-sounding amplifier. If you
want to beef up your AV System, stick a K5 on your
Processor's rump today. You won't be sorry!!!

—_ aF

five star " Systems of he Future

performénce

in audio equipment support

____,__.——-—-""_"-_‘____.-_‘---““-‘.,___ -
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Hi Fi Choice
An earth-shattering upgrade
for your Hi Fi system
Best Buy September 1999

Customer
Selection

The BASE platform §
must rank as
one of the great
bargainsin A
HiFi 8

T.,j . sassassRasRNasangpsIssnssnassaPralny T
c ’HIU‘“["‘”H;f”""-'-H’Q!!“

Top Accolades for

‘ “Fi? :

WHAT HI-FI? BASE Audio Supports

Stereo (Germany) Feb 97 Maximum s s %

extract from June 1999 Hi Fi World Feb 98 Outstanding @0 0@
What Hi Fi July 98 % ook de ke
Home Entertainment Oct 98 ¥ e ek
Stereoplay (Germany) Feb 99 Outstanding

E egance.& Simpli_cib(.
by -?l

This nicely finished platform
works superbly and for sheer
value for money, the Audiophile

BASE 01 takes top honours. What Hi Fi June 99 Khhkk
2. 8.8.6 .8 ¢ j Fi Cho
HiEilhsiec\EqniaR i L udZO Unit 8, Enterprise Park, Slyfield Industrial Estate,
% Guildford, Surrey GU1 1RB
UDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD gcfererice | o 01252 70270

The Square, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5ES
Tel: 01342 826262  Fax: 01342 824845 IMEOFT & (DI STRABUMION

email: info@audioreference.co.uk
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r audiophiles now.

TEAC 01923 819630

Genie In A Bormee Summer Loving

Cybercomp Inc.'s
Mpgenie MP3
portable weighs
in at only 60g
(they're getting
ever lighter) and
measures a trifling
51x80x18mm, mak-
ing it one of the
smallest around. It
comes with 64 MB
of memory, A high
contrast LC display,
'3D-sound processor’

These colourful chappies are the latest

personal cassette players from Panasonic. Ideal for
summer, they're available in five snazzy colours
and feature XBS bass-boost system and will run for
up to 16 hours from a pair of standard batteries.
You’ll have to run for one though, as they’re a
limited edition available from certain department
‘stores and Duty Free shops at £14.99.

and comprehensive
programming

functions. There's also
an external power sup- Panasonic UK,
ply that lets users save

battery power while

Panasonic House,
Willoughby Road,

uploading music via its Bracknell,
quick ECP-32 parallel Berks,
interface. RG12 8FP
One battery operation, ultra low power consumption and a power Tel: 08701 578577

saving mode give 5-8 hours of use.

Hi-FI WORLD MAY 2000 I PAGE 9



Internal section showing the
unique woven cable
construction which
effectively removes mains

interference \

“These products are quite simply bargains
at the price. As for my upgrading plans, I

don’t have any. There is simply no need”.
Mr N Gill, London.

“Your mains cables are excellent and have done exactly what you
claim of them. So much so that my intended purchase of new
loudspeakers has been put off! Indeed to anyone thinking of
purchasing or replacing a piece of Hi-Fi equipment I would say:
See Russ Andrews first!”.

Mr K Brian, Stoke-on Trent.

The Importance Of Mains Quality

Mains quality is absolutely fundamental to the the quality of sound you get
from your system. The problem is radio frequency interference (RFI). It causes
loss of information, leading to less detail, reduced bass, and increased

distortion. TV and radio, domestic appliances and factories all emit RFIL HiS Fre e
Unique Technology Guarantee Delivery
The solution? Use a YellO Power cable. They utilise a unique woven cable

technology to remove RFI already on the mains and also prevent pick-up of 3 0 Day Freephone
airborne RFL. Home Trial Ordering

Why You Should Use YellO Power Cables...

Because they bring substantial improvements to the sound from your system.

You can play at higher volume without distortion. You get deeper, tighter bass.
You can hear details in the music that you never noticed before. order NOW

2“‘1 ai‘.f“:?”“ ! UK Freephone 0800 373467 or
ceptica :

Try it for yourself. We believe that the quality of our product speaks for itself. If Russ And rews Accessories Ltd"

you aren't delighted with the YellO Power we will give you your money back. .. no FREEPOST NWW881 A, KENDA L, LA8 9ZA

quibble, no fuss. For International Tel: 00 44 1539 825500 Fax: 00 44 1539 825540

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Windermere Road, Staveley, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 9PL

YellO Power Cable

r
1
1
1
1
| Cable Length Part No. Inc. VAT Qty Sub Total
I Im@3m with[EC 393241 £24.95 1
1
1
1
!
1
1
1
i
1
1
1
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

| Mr/Mrs/Miss Initials Surname ‘

Address

2m (6.6ft) with IEC ~ 39-32411 £ 34.90
Im (3.3f)) with Fig 8  39-325F £ 24.95
2m (6.6fi) with Fig 8  39-3251F £ 34.90

Town

Please note that other cabie lengths are available,
Total
] County Postcode
I:l Cheque payable to RUSS ANDREWS ACCESSORIES LTD.
[} Access/Mastercard [7] Visa [] Visa Delta [} Switch [[] American Express (AMEX) Vaiid from Expiry Date Issue No.
L LT DA
! D A §
Switch only %\ :
¢
Signature: - We will not charge your card until your order is ready to be despatched. Ref: AWH0500 e




Linn Aunio KompuTer

Linn are on to something very big with their new Kivort audio server. Called a 'pitch
accurate concurrent archival and retrieval system', essentially it's a purpose-designed,
ultra-high quality audio computer using a hard drive to store and play hundreds of full
bandwidth uncompressed CD's and radio broadcasts, or thousands 'when compression
is acceptable'. A highly expandable new product, it's designed to complement other
Linn KnektT multi-zone and Linn music and cinema components. It can be accessed
from a KnektT keypad, or by a touchscreen or via a computer from up to 128 zones in
a Linn system. Linn are bullish about the system's sound quality, claiming the Kivort to
be the equal of their Genki hi-fi separate but with stacks more flexibility and future
potential. At present it could well be the world's best sounding multi-changer!

www.linn.co.uk

Onuine Music Factory

Factory Records boss Tony Wilson, the man who brought
you Joy Division, New Order and the Happy Mondays, has
announced Music33.com, a new online music portal with
the same indie ethos that characterised Factory. "We think
everyone is doing it wrong," he told PC Audio, "we can't
believe everyone is charging a quid a song when you're
removing all the costs." Music33 features high quality MP3
downloads from prestigious labels like Grand Central,
Rough Beat, Mud, 3Beat and Blood and Fire, all for just 33

pence a go.
EMI Dear Sunxes Biz

EMI is merging with Time Warner to create the world's fargest music company, which
will own the Atlantic, Elektra, Warner Brothers, EMI, Virgin, Priority and Capitol labels.
Uniting artists from The Spice Girls to the Rolling Stones, it heralds a new era of music
distribution over the Internet. The deal follows last month's merger of Time Warner
with the world's biggest internet company, America Online (AOL), to create a $300bn
media giant, and EM!'s purchase of a 50% share in Musicmaker.com, which offers cus-
tom compilation CD selling via the Net, last July.

The joint venture will create a music giant venture with the strongest catalogue
in the business and the ability to sell it on the Net. The writing is on the wall for tradi-
tional High Street-based music CD retailing - last year's online sales accounted for
under 0.5% of the globat total, but EMI believe they'll rise to 10% within five years.
"Do we think the new-media market is going to last forever?", a spokesman said, "I'm
sure at some point it will hit stability, but | think that is some way off..."

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE

_[rade winds

To Arms! To
Arms!

High end tonearms are not being devel-
oped every day anymore, so there’s
some welcome news from G F C
Hadcock: their famous uni-pivot tone
arms have had a face-lift for the new
century. At the same time, the opportu-
nity has been taken to rationalise and
improve the range.

As always, the mainstay of the com-
pany remains the GH 228 Export model,
with aluminium arm tube, at £390.10.
This is substantially unchanged from
previous versions but still uses the
patented bearing technique upon which
all the current arms are founded.

In place of the GH 228 SE (reviewed
December 1998) is the GH 228 Super,
which now boasts a chrome-plated
bearing housing and counterweights
instead of the plain brass ones of the
original. Van den Hul silver wire
remains standard for this model at
£639.20.

Hadcock’s latest development is the
new GH 242 Special Edition (£689.73),
which has a slightly longer arm-tube
than the 228. This has permitted the use
of an alternative optimisation of the
tracking geometry which, in tandem
with the extra mass of the seamless
stainless steel arm, is intended to
improve significantly the performance of
this new model. Again van den Hul sil-
ver cartridge wires are standard, as is
the smart new plated bearing housing
and weights. In addition, the new 242 is
supplied with a ‘directional’ balanced
interconnect of good quality.

G F C Hadcock
Tel: 0208 688 6565

A selection of some of the goodies we hope to bring you next month:

Final Electrostatic
Loudspeakers

NAD $500
CD player
These are a “hybrid” design from

Holland. Will their performance match
their minimalist stylish looks?

This stylish customer is one of the
Danish giant’s Silverline products. We
test it out next month to see if NAD can
cut it in the high-end category.

HI-FI WORLD

Hadcock GH
242 SE

A new arm from one of the old-estab-
lished firms is always worth a look. Does
the new GH 242 unipivot follow worthi-

ly in the footsteps of the well-known

2287 Find out next month.
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Tel. Fax.
01834 842803 01834 842804

The Deflnltlve CD Upgrade

-~ T DI~ ol - d AT - | | —(l~

| y ink

errors, and interference with the DAC
fc

C P 5S.

For further information on S-Clock, other components and upgrades: Tel. 01834 842803 Fax. 01834 842804 E-Mail: audiocom@scotnet.co.uk
Most Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

CRAZY SAVINGS @ BARTLETTS
IN THE

BUY IT NOW! SALE

If you're thinking of treating yourself to some hi-fi, or maybe splashing out on home cinema,
you owe it to yourself to check out Bartletts’ Buy It Now! Sale. The deals are amazing —
and unrepeatable, so call now unless you want to miss out. The Buy It Now! Sale ends at

6pm on Saturday 29th April — so there’s no time to lose.

Please mention Hi-Fi World when you call.

LONDON SURREY

175-177 Holloway Road @@&@ 11 The Broadway
London N7 8LX g&' Woking

Tel: 020 7607 2148 @ Surrey, GU21 5AP
Tel: 020 7607 2296 Tel: 01483 771 175

Fax: 020 7609 0536 - ba,th,@g.oba.net‘co_uk Fax: 01483 714 037

Bartletts Hi-Fi is a fully authorised dealer for:
Acoustic Energy, Aiwa, Alphason, Arcam,* B&W, Cable Talk, Castle, Cura, Custom Design, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure, JBL, Kef, Marantz,* Marantz
Premium Series,* Michell, Mission, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL (Elite), Roberts, Rotel, Ruark,

Sharp (minidisc), Sony, Soundstyle, Soundwaves, Stands Unique, Systemline, Tannoy, Target, Teac, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha

*Due to restrictions imposed by Marantz and Arcam, their products are not available by mail order
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For a breath of fresh air the Hi-Fi World team put on their
‘active’ caps and bring you the low down on six pairs of
powered ‘speakers, ranging from multimedia designs to
fully-blown studio monitors.

e thought it was time for a dif-
ferent angle on this month’s
group test, so we return to an

area of hi-fi that’s always interested us -
activity - actually it's more of a group
‘review’, as the prices differ so greatly it's
difficult to compare. In the past we've
often dabbled in professional and multi-
media gear and found that they can fare
just as well with domestic consumer prod-
ucts as they do with equipment they were

HI-FI WORLD

conceived for. So we’ve gathered in six
pairs of the best small active 'speakers
around. We'll give you our opinion on
each model - how it performs, how it
compares to similarly-priced “hi-fi-only”
models and assess it’s value for money?
The sonic advantages of active speak-
ers at their best are many. Tighter and
more punchy bass is the overwhelming
feature and there’s also that open and
detailed midrange and overall clarity.

Also, what are the practicalities of
‘going active’? For example, intercon-
nects, often regarded as the simplest of
problems to solve, can become a night-

" mare, and do you necessarily need a pre-

amplifier? We'll guide you through the
minefield of problems you could
encounter with our usual expertise and
knowledge. You never know, you may be
bitten by the active bug yourself!

MAY 2000 I PAGE 13



_group test

ty”. There is a 25W pow-
ered subwoofer and two
12.5W satellites powered
by three class D amplifiers.
They are truly multimedia
‘speakers designed for use
with Windows 98 and fea-
turing Universal Serial Bus
connection that “digitally”
controls the ‘speakers from
your PC. For our purposes
however, a simple CD
drive with jack connections
was adequate to give a
purely sound-based

overview.

he Philips set-up is in the now-
classic “sub-set” style so beloved
of mutimedia ‘speakers. This is
undoubtedly a budget product, so any
comparison with Videologic’s similar
design would be a bit foolish.
You know what market this product
aims for when you spot the branding on
the packaging “digital sound - CD quali-

You musn’t expect a
sophisticated sound from a plastic mould-
ed ‘speaker system for £60, and sure
enough there are characteristics here that
don’t excatly merit praise, such as a
slightly “quacky” sound, probably caused
by the lightweight construction. However,
there are also plus points to be found.
Firstly, it’s quite an achievement for
Philips to be able to sell such a product

Audax drive units and decent audio

electronics. The Spirit is the stripped
down version, minus the sub-woofer,
selling for £139.99.

The package comprises a pair
of two way speakers 144mm wide
by 274mm high, very solidly built at
a total of 5.9kg.

Instead of the usual tone con-
trols the Spirit uses a Quad-style
dual shelving filter with "attitude'
control. There's also a sub output on
the back panel, for those seeking
extra welly. Inside the right speaker
is a four channel 50W RMS amplifier
(one channel per drive unit) sporting
a toroidal transformer. it features

ast year Videologic introduced

their £200 Sirocco active multime-

dia loudspeaker system to great
acclaim. Radically different to its rivals, it
was genuinely serious about reproducing
music, and to this end used hi-fi quality

comprehensive protection circuitry,
and the two line level RCA phono inputs
can be run together, allowing you to lis-
ten to two sources simultaneously. There's
also a neat single cable wiring arrange-
ment to minimise the hi-fi interconnect
spaghetti syndrome!
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for what is, you have to remember, very
little money these days. £60 in the world
of hi-fi barely buys you a decent intercon-
nect, or perhaps half a metre of audio-
phile mains lead!

There’s a certain amount of boom and
tizz about the whole operation, but a
decent sound stage (actually more of a
3-D effect) is achieved, as is a good
frequency spread with good recordings.
The downside is that poppy guitar tunes
with a lot of midrange sound compressed
almost to the point of a mono tranny
radio. The sub does a good job with
Philips economic limitations on the
product, however. Good depth is
achieved, albeit with the boomy nature
you’d expect at the price which creates
an exciting, if slightly ploddy, sound.

This isn’t a hi-fi or audiophile product,
and Philips make no claim that it is, but
it’s better than a lot of the multimedia
competition or reproduction systems
supplied with the vast majority of
computers.

You need to place the Spirits close
to a back wall on rigid stands (I used
Atacama SE24s), run them in well and
discard those horrendous speaker grilles,
which are about as acoustically transpar-
ent as a wet towel! This done, they sound
sweet, musical, refined and show not a
touch of harshness. In absolute terms they
lack dynamics - the amp section feels
more breathless than the original Siroccos
- and have loose bass and typically vague
budget speaker treble. But they work
great within their limitations, which aren't
so apparent thanks to the Spirits' involv-
ing, musical demeanour.

Their superb value is demonstrated
in the way they wipe the floor with price
rivals like Roland's MA150U - the
VideoLogics seem happier with all types
of music and can drive surprisingly large
rooms with no apparent signs of distress,
A super package then, compromised only
by the brilliance of their bigger Sirocco
brothers which cost a mere £60 mxi:

HI-FI WORLD
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tem of a ‘master and slave’ - one
loudspeaker {master) houses the
amplification, volume control and
sockets, and the other (slave) has a
fixed cable that plugs into the mas-
ter. The amplification consists of
two dual 20W amps and all the
electronic assembly is surface
mounted, showing that Jamo con-
sider these a serious proposition
and no token gesture. Unlike some
other multimedia-style actives, the
CS5s actually look like hi-fi ‘speak-
ers rather than accessories for a PC.

he CS5s are described by Jamo as
I “high-fidelity multimedia PC
‘speakers”, but will fit in easily
with stereo hi-fi equipment or even sur-
round applications {surround sound and

subwoofer sockets are fitted). They feature
the usual active multimedia ‘speakers sys-

We have a fairly chunky little cabi-
net made from 16mm chipboard with a
sandwich-constructed front housing a 4”
bass/mid and a 1" tweeter covered by
honeycomb-like foam. A reflex port sits at
the rear.

When it comes to listening, the CS5s
are very exciting customers. They have

ow about a multimedia monitor
system with a built-in 24bit,
96kHz oversampling
DAC and superb quality Audax High
Definition Aerogel drive units for 549.99?
Factor in a high quality sub, 100W RMS
amplifier and a standalone operation
mode for the DAC (meaning you can use
it as an offboard hi-fi DAC too) and
you've got an impressive package.

Build is excellent, with the two
100x136x74mm active satellites, the sin-

2

"8 AN

gle 235x420x370mm sub, and the
204x86x340mm amplifier weighing 6.5kg
in total. Construction is sturdy MDF for
the speaker cabinets, but their crackle
black finish isn't really up to class stan-
dards. The amp boasts 100W RMS of
power and a toroidal transformer com-
plete with 40,000 pF of smoothing capaci-
tance. Features include volume, sub volume
and tilt controls, sub bypass, source selec-
tion and digital source selection {coaxial or
optical).switches and a buffered analogue
output on the rear panel for standalone DAC
operation.

The Pros required very careful
siting to give their best - the problem is that
the subwoofer doesn't integrate with the
satellites well, leaving a gap in the upper
bass where the sub stops and the satellites
start. You can get round this by ramming the
satellites against a rear wall and moving the
sub forward and up off the ground. Judicious
use of the tilt and sub controls can then do
the final trimming.

Properly set up the Pro sounds very
special, with a cavernous soundstage and
oodles of detail. Treble is impressive - not
the most extended but open and sweet
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the classic active characteristics of a fast
and upfront sound. Rock and dance
music is pushed out with a poweful
rhythmic punch (remember, 20 active
Watts is diffrent to the sound through pas-
sive ‘speakers). Bass response is soild, not
overtly deep, but controlled and fast, and
whilst the treble could be a little subtler,
it's not as fiersome as some sounds emit-
ted from certain active monitors. They’re
not as detailed as more expensive ‘profes-
sional’ monitors, but this is to be expect-
ed. However, they can hold their own
with many budget hi-fi bookshelf models.
They are ideal for someone who wants a
good and exciting sound for relatively lit-
tle money. They're easily linked up to a
front end player via a pair of phono con-
nectors, and Bingo, you have a perfectly
acceptable sound without the hassle and
cost of an amplifier and ‘speaker cable.

without a touch of metal dome syndrome.
Midband is light and airy, proving the joys of
doing away with large speaker cabinets, and
dynamics are strong, if not class leading.
Rhythms are extremely well conveyed, with
fast attack transients and little overhang.
Interestingly, the way they combine such
speed with a soft, warm tonality is eerily
reminiscent of Mission's HDA-coned 752s,
another Hi-Fi World fave.

The onboard DAC was a nice
surprise - it's not the most expressive of
performers but was impressively smooth and
detailed, and quite beguiling over extended
periods of listening. It married very well into
the whole package and made for an extreme-
ly enjoyable listen. The onboard amp has
stacks of power and can drive quite a large
room to surprisingly high sound levels with-
out break-up. | really like the Sirocco Pros -
set them up carefully and you get a fantasti-
cally open and musical sound with
Videol ogic's characteristic sweetness and
refinement. They're the best multimedia
speakers {'ve heard to date - so they
should be at around £550 - and can run
leading mid-price hi-fi designs frighten-
ingly close for comfort!

HI-FI WORLD



statement

b

Full 4 way system - 5th generation Uni-Q® technology - 15” dual suspension LF driver REFERENCE SERIES MODEL 109

individually selected crossover components - 3 dedicated separate enclosures - 25mm T H E M A I D S T O N E

braced MDF construction - bespoke gold plated hardware - fine veneer and lacquer finish
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group test

is little difference in the weight of each
‘speaker. The M1s use a basic 5” driver
coupled with the defining feature of a
“professional” speaker - the ubiquitous
dome tweeter. Connections to the
monitors consist of either a 3/4 ‘jack or
an XLR plugged into a universal socket
at the rear of the “speaker. Also found
round the back is a volume control
which means that a pre-amplifier is
optional. However, to gain the opti-
mum performance | put to use the
excellent volume pot found in the
Creek OBH-12 passive pre- amp.

You are hit with an immediately

n the world of active studio monitors

it’s rare to find a solidly built product

such as the Alesis M1s at the reason-
able price asked for them. We've actually
encountered these before in a separate
test and realised with hindsight just what
a good buy they are. Although this pair
cost less than one Genelec monitor there

powerful and clear sound that's very
much in the tradition of the active sound.
Very fast and controlled bass, immense
detail in the midrange and a treble that’s
bright and very revealing. The treble
through the dome tweeter is, to British
ears, a little bright perhaps. | say to British
ears because the ear of your average fussy
anglo-audiophile is tuned to a much

also realised the potential in market-
ing their equipment to the consumer
market, so good ol’ phono connec-
tors can be used as well as XLR
plugs. Such is the technical exper-
tise applied to these ‘speakers that
the “quick setup guide” consists of
two pages! It also helps if you have
a phD in Applied Physics to get
your head around the instruction
manual.

What makes these stand out
from the rest of this group, apart
from the price, is the attention to
technological detail found inside

he Genelecs are the big boys of

the group. They're not cheap, not

very light, and not particularly
attractive, but they’re very serious prod-
ucts indeed. Genelec, founded in 1978,
hail from the barren land of Finland and
specialise in active studio monitors to the
extent that they now have no less than
seventeen models. Although primarily
designed for professional use, they have

each of the weighty cabinets. Each
driver is directly coupled to its own
power supply and is protected by its own
circuitry. The active crossover operates at
low signal levels to apparently stabilize
performance and each model has its own
EQ in the form of adjustable filters. Once
all the information has seeped in and
you’ve set them up as suggested, you'll
realize that all that work was worth it, as
they sound excellent.

PAGE 18 I MAY 2000

smoother and more rolled-off sound than
that of our European counterparts.
Especially, for some reason, the Germans,
who favour an exciting and bright sound.
Germany would like the sound from the
Alesis - as indeed would many Brits who
haven’t been indoctrinated with the
‘smooth is good’ philosophy.

Playing a well-recorded rock album
will soon have you air-guitaring all over
the room with the attention given to all-
out attack from the M1s. Similarly, an
electronic dance track will have you
scratching your air-turntables with the
bass control, or a transparent classical
piece may find you thumbing through the
pages of an invisible score and conduct-
ing an imaginary orchestra. This -
strangely - is what some will find is the
problem with this kind of sound.
Although wonderfully detailed, they can
sometimes make listening simply too
much like sitting an aural examination!

Designed to be used with some form
of pre amplification (no volume control is
present), we put them into action with the
help of Creek’s OBH-12 passive pre-amp.
Cranking up the volume pot resulted in a
remarkably clear and well balanced
sound. Some pro monitors can be
unpleasant listening, but these, more than
most deliver a sound that can be likened
to that of high-end hi-fi, but at a mere
fraction of the price. Yes - like most pro
monitors - the sound is very neutral but
it's by no means sterile. They're incredi-
bly fast and have life and excitement, if
maybe a tad dry. If you listen to rock or
dance music you could well find them a
revelation. Bass is deep and powerful yet
supremely controlled and this is partnered
by a sweet and ungrating treble, a clean
and open midrange and gobsmacking
imaging. Investing around £1,500 in a
pair of these and a passive pre-amp such
as Creek’s could well give you a new per-
spective on that beast (and sometime
Charlatan) we call hi-fi!

H1-FI WORLD
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WORLD VERDICT

TG L

Not exactly hi-fidelity but a sound

product that's good value for money |
when used as a computer application.

Measured Performance see page 111 E

WORLD VERDICT

Placement sensitive, but a superb

package that's excellent value for
money.

Keasured Performance see page 111 '

WORLD VERDICT

DD

Reliable little ‘speakers that deliver a
real punch, but not up there with the |
best hi-fi offerings at the price. |

Measured Performance see page 111

WORLD VERDICT
(,33 i@ *‘;’)1 i‘;’?

Can run leading mid-price hi-fi
designs frighteningly close for
comfort!

Measured Performance see page 111

WORLD VERDICT
- g

A quality active speaker with excellent
detail and power, but can be tiring
after prolonged listening.

Measured Performance see page 111 |

WORLD VERDICT
DRI D

Excellent attack, clarity and detail

make these small ‘speakers hard to
beat at the price. Professional moni-
tors with a distinctly high end hi-fi
sound.

~ Measured Performance see pagé 1117' :
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ince high fidelity’s inception there

has always been a gaping chasm

separating the worlds of profes-
sional and cansumer audlio, but we here
at this particular mag like tg think we're
doing oufbit for inter-audid'world peace.
Professional sound engineers invariably
spend their working days stuck in front of
many thousands of pounds worth of audio
equipment. The last thing they wish to do
when they finally get back to their abodes
at some ungodly hour is to put on some
music and listen with the intense concen-
tration of the fervent audiophile. It's
understandable, after a long day at the
office, do accountants get home and study
pages of numbers? Consequently most
engineers don’t really give two hoots
about hi-fi and audiophiles either look on
professional equipment as something
designed by a cynic that should stay in a
studio. Or they treat it with reverent igno-
rance, thinking that if professionals use fit,
it must be sacred and therefore far too
good for the front room of a bungalow.
Both these schools of thought are
unfounded.

Most active “professional” monitors
are targeted towards domestic installations
as well, be it stereo or multichannel,
home studio or hi-fi. Even if the manufac-
turers don’t want them used with hi-fi (a
bit daft, because a sale’s a sale, is it not?)
they can often sound as good as most hi-fi
‘speakers. On the more sophisticated pairs
you'll even find EQ filters (yes, basically
tone coritrols-do | hear a cry of disgust
from the committed audiophile?) should

the up-frda natugl Hf the beast become a

=3

Hittle too much.
The simple act of using stereo inter-
connects from a source player into a pas-
sive preamp (there are a couple of decent

ones on the market from Creek and
Rothwell) and then connecting this to
your pro monitors with longer intercon-
nects will result in a sound (in many
cases) that's fast, clean and exciting; deep,
powerful and open. If you need jack or
XLR connections, hi-fi cable companies
such as the Chord Company will knock

you up a made to measure set for very lit-
tle extra money. Remember also that you
can cut out the cast of agower amp this
way - @ minimum of maybe £300. So if
you faney something different from your
usual passive boxes and feel the go “pro-
fessional”, give a pair of actives you may
just get hooked!

SIGNAL
INPUTS

il

QUALITY INPUT:
audio inputs for your
average “pro” active

PC or not PC?

For most hi-fi lovers, the biggest deterrent
to buying multimedia speakers is that
they're not designed expressly for hi-fi.
Therefore, so the reasoning goes, they
can't possibly even be worth an audition.
This perception has stuck since the dark
days of the late eighties when the first
examplﬁiN e out, small actjve designs
used by students to beef up their cassette
walkmien. Next came computer multime-
dia speakers hoasting massive power out-
puts {"180 watts mate"), which were no
less awful to look at or hear.

Now though, things have taken a
turn for the better. There's a real need for
people to listen to high quality audio in
small spaces, or in rooms where a sepa-
rate amp and “hi-fi' speakers are impracti-
cal. Factor in the explosion of decent
MiniDisc and MP3 portables and quality
computer soundcards, and suddenly they
begin to make sense.
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As a result, a number of manufactur-
ers with previous hi-fi and pro audi

experience have stépped in to fill th
gap - NXT (Mission), Sony, Yamaha and
Roland to name but a few. And rather han
being cynical cash-in jobs, some of these
have proved stunningly good. Even so, the
traditionally sniffy hi-fi brigade have
sniffed on regardless, refusing to even
contemplate the possibility of a multime-
dia speaker being as good as, or better
than their “purist’ designs.

Let's shatter some myths: First the
one about “multimedia speakers all being
built badly' - some are, some aren't, just
like hi-fi speakers! Then there's the “multi-
media speakers all sound forward and
aggressive' one - well some designs use
identical drive units to hi-fi designs, some
even better, some use worse - depends on
the design. Finally the “‘multimedia speak-
ers are full of compromises thanks to their
intended, non-hi-fi applications' one. Our
answer to that is: ever pulled apart a pair
of £150 hi-fi speakers.?

There are very good reasons why
multimedia speakers, if done properly,
should sound better than conventional hi-
fi designs. Take Videologic's £200
Sirocco for example - it uses Audax drive
units as good as any £200 passive hi-fi
speaker, yet comes with a five channel
amplifier (complete with beefy toroidal
transformer) - one channel for the sub and
one each for the left and right woofers
and tweeters. That's right, it's active - in
tHe best traditiapsiafithe

Isobarik PMS, Meeieifan M1 and ARC101

o ygre it filters first and amplifies later.
The'#esult is rerfiarkably good sound for
the money.

HI-FI or LO-FI?

Time to leave your preconceptions at the
door and do some listening, which is pre-
cisely what we've done. To give you a
gauge of the quality of some of these
babies, last summer we decided

to pit an NXT X-Space 2 system against
my own Mission 752s. The Missions, if

Hi-FI WORLD



you remember, got a rave review in Hi-Fi
World a few years back and although dis-
continued now are still as good as any-
thing around their £500 price point.

We took a line out from a valve
preamp to the NXTs, and connected the
Missions from Musical Fidelity XA-200
power amps plugged into the preamp's
second line out. We played a host of
music on vinyl and CD, from the Stone
Roses to Herbie Hancock and both sys-
tems were meticulously set up. You may
be surprised to learn that the NXTs were
streets ahead of the Missions in terms of
clarity, imaging, speed, midband detail
and room driving ability. Only in the low
bass and high treble djd the Missions beat
the NXTs, otherwise sounding fat, bloated
and boxy! Then, the addition of a REL
subwoofer to the NXT system sealed the
Missions' fate! We've also found
VideoLogic's Sirocco range of multimedia
speakers capable of spectacular, giant
killing feats.

The trick is to audition as many
designs as you can and bring in your own
source - there's no point standing in a
shop hearing them through a twenty quiil

MULTIMEDIA LOUDSPEAKER
TECHNOLOGY

Don't be blinded by the apparent com-
plexity of these loudspeakers. Putting an
amplifier in a loudspeaker to power it,
removing the need for an external ampli-
fier, does little to change the laws of
physics that constrain loudspeakers.

Let's take an example. Large volumes
of air must be moved to produce deep,
powerful bass. You need a big cone in a
big(ish) box - there’s no escaping this. To
get big bass without cluttering a desk a
single subwoofer in a separate box can be
put on the floor, but it raises other prob-
lems. One is phase matching, suffered by
Videologic’s Sirocco Pro. The subwoofer
must be placed a few feet from the satel-
lites - not close up - and in the same ver-
tical plane, our measurements showed, to
avoid boominess and disjointed bass.
Philips (and Mission with their superb X-
Space) avoid this by using faster crossover
rates to lessen overlap interference.

Philips D$5330 subwoofer is light and

compact and can be put just about any-
where. With “600W of PMPO” (Philips
Marketing Person’s Overstatement) you

HI-FI WORLD

computer soundcard. Once you've bought
the system you want, don't just assume
they'll work well out of the box - like hi-fi
speakers they need careful placement,
especially if there's a sub. Even contem-
plate hi-fi stands like Atacama SE24s if

NXT’s X-Space 2: .
a flat response?

might think it goes super-loud, since most
people equate power with loudness. The
bass driver is small though and bass from
it sadly feeble we found. Philips hand-
book more realistically claims just 25W is
available to drive the subwoofer and
12.5W to each satellite, painting a slight-
ly different picture from the 600W figure
on the box. How reality sets in!

Subwoofers do allow small satellites to
be put on a desk, but they introduce
other problems that, whilst not insur-
mountable, compromise sound quality
one way or another.

Only the Philips’ DSS330 and
Videologic’s Sirocco Pro had on-board
convertors that could accept a digital sig-
nal. The other five relied on the sound-
card’s analogue signal. Cheap cards for
games may well sound a little worse than
a good on-board convertor, but don’t
expect big differences. Analogue connec-
tion is simple and the potential benefits of
digital connection are minimal. Philips
provide on-screen tone and volume con-
trols, but these are commonly available
with sound-cards in any case.

Cone materials are important, espe-
cially in close proximity satellites. Old
technology paper and plastic cones have

L feature

you feel that isn't defeating the object of
buying multimedia speakers in the first
place.

Blu-Tacking them to stand tops or
desktops will really solidify the sound,
and if the drive units’ screws or Allen
bolts are visible,
giving them a sturdy
tightening up won't
hurt either. As with
hi-fi, run them in
properly, keep them
on all day to get the
amp circuitry
warmed through,
clean the contacts
with isopropy! alco-
hol as a matter of
course and spin a
demagnetising disc
through them once
in a while, like
Densen's DeMagic.
This done, you'll
find your multime-
dia speakers really
start to sing.

problems. Paper is light but inconsis-
tent in its properties, poorly damped and
subject to breakup, producing a raspy
and peaky sound. Plastics are heavier,
well damped and smoother sounding, but
often a bit quacky and dull too. Modern
composites like carbon fibre and High
Definition Aerogel are consistent and
light, giving improved transient response,
together with smoothness and low col-
oration. Close-up listening to small satel-
lites highlights their innate quality, mak-
ing choice of cone material important.

A pair of small, passive hi-fi loud-
speakers, like Tannoy Mercurys or
Wharfedale Diamonds, driven from a
30W hi-fi amplifier, say an NAD, offer
equivalent or better quality than the loud-
speakers we tested, for around £200.
Subwoofer problems don't exist, cone
materials are more advanced, and cabi-
nets larger internally because there’s no
amplifier hogging space. Today’s hi-fi
loudspeakers measure flat, just like the
expensive actives we've tested, so they’re
equally accurate. The main attraction of
active loudspeakers, subwoofered or oth-
erwise, is that they’re space saving and
inexpensive as an overall package.
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Quote Ref: HW

PAUL HYNES DESIGN

SERIES 1 valve vinyl preamplifier (VV1) and valve MC
head amplifier (VH1) as reviewed in April HIFI News

@® Ultra low noise power supply system with remote
power transformers, individual stage star
ground, selected high quality components,
phase coherent amplifier stages and passive

RIAA equalisation
VV1 £585, VH1 £560, home demonstrations by arrangement

PHD power supply voitage regulators

® Proprietary ultra low noise, high speed voltage
regulators for upgrading existing equipment
or for DIY use. From £69

Call us for further information on products, system
advice, custom work and a free catalogue

Paul Hynes Design Ltd
Keld Cottage,
Askham, Penrith
Cumbria, CA10 2PG
Phone/Fax 01931 712822

Email paulhynes@freezone.co.uk
Web site www.paulhynesdesign.co.uk.

campaign audio design

Gelting a better. more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money. It’s
such a waste. because every system can benefit
from our cables and accessories, at a fraction of

the cost of some new “black box™. Here are

some of the ways we can help.

‘We have Linear Crystal Oxygen Free Copper
interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity Silver
cables (£89.00) and high definition loudspeaker

cables in Silver Plated Copper or Pure Silver.
Our mains cables add weight, power and scale,

and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-voltage protection (£3.00)
enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables, both RF (£17.95) and
OFC Scart (£19.21), help bring picture quality in line with NICAM sound resolution.

Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform opti-

mally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones are worth their weight in

gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath elec-
tronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor

(£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has

been giving you that “sat upon sound” for years. There's lots we can do to bring
you closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that

we offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401
Website: http://business.virgin.net/cad.cables/

EUROCARD

] C——
Trade and International Enquiries Welcome. VISA
L

jT HORN LOUDSPEAKERS
. Musicality with Emotion

. Listening to JT HORN LOUDSPEAKERS gives the
enjoyment of sheer musicality, with stunning dynarhics and
a life size natural mid and treble plus a fast bass which only
efficient horn loudspeakers can offer.

To optimise the musicality of our horn loudspeakers all the
models are made from birch-ply which has excellent
acoustical properties.

Each horn loudspeaker is fitted with the superb Lowther
DX3 drive unit.

Cabinets are finished in real wood veneers of the buyers
choice.

JT Horn Loudspeakers to be partnered with quality valve or
solid state amplifiers with audiophile front-end sources.

4 Datchet Close, Littleover, Derby DE23 7SQ
Tel/Fax: 01332 512 510
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L feature

It's finally here - TerraTec's M3PO is the first hi-fi CD player that also
plays MP3 music files. David Price and Noel Keywood listen in.

hat you're looking at here
could well be the future of
music. It's easy for journalists

to make grandiose statements like that,
but if you've been following the goings on
in the music business over the past twelve
months, with all the mergers and strategic
alliances designed to let them distribute
music over the Net, this suddenly looks

because PC CD drives are asked to work
at far higher speeds with more rigorous
error correction.

The MP3 decoder is simply a hardware
version of what every new PC bought
around the world now has in its Windows
operating system, an MP3 player and
CODEC. As we've said before, the latter is
vital to the quality of sound you can get

WFyro )

-
.
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to it via the PC's native 1SO9660/)oliet
and FAT16/32 file systems. Fill this hard
disk with MP3 music files (ripped from
audio CDs to it in your PC) and you've
suddenly got a massive amount of music
available.

Despite its obvious flexibility it's easy
enough to use, its ergonomics little differ-
ent to a hi-fi CD separate, and the modus

very plausible. MP3's here to stay whether
we as hi-fi enthusiasts like it or loathe it
and this product is something that could
well speed its ascent.

Instead of using a standard audio CD
transport, TerraTec's M3PO0 has a computer
CD-ROM drive inside, plus a hardware
MP3 decoder tacked onto the circuitry in
addition to standard 16bit PCM DACs and
digital filtering. The CD-ROM drive idéa
isn't particularly new - several high end
British hi-fi manufacturers have used them
in their standalone CD transports for years
now. Indeed many believe the quality's
actually better than a standard Phitips
CDM12 (or equivalent) hi-fi mechanism,

What a fascinating device! It's a pity
TerraTec’s M3PO didn’t measure too well.
Sound quality reflected its problems. The
player has a forward upper midrange that
projects vocals strongly. Macy Gray’s
dusky voice was lifted from the mix of ‘|
Try’, pushing forward with clarity. But
clarity soon became a slightly forced,
nasal brightness. The M3PO’s sound lacks
warmth and body, due to the slow bass
roll off this player suffers. Deep bass was
obviously restrained, although quite tight
and tuneful all the same.

in terms of sound quality the M3PO
was nothing to write home about, but |

HI-FI WORLD

from MP3, but as the TerraTec supports all
MPEG audio bit rates, scan rates and vari-
able bit rate streams (from 8-48 kHz, 8-
320 kbps), it is likely that the much loved
Fraunhofer CODEC is there in hardware.
What's also there of course is the standard
PCM digital audio DAC which plays both
audio CDs and the decompressed MP3s -
the quality of this is only ascertainable by
listening!

The M3P0's killer feature isn't just its
dual standard CD/MP3 facility, but the
fact that you can connect it up to a stan-
dard 3.5" AT-bus IDE PC hard drive
housed in a special installation slot. The
TerraTec's operating system will then talk

still warmed to its wacky character and
abilities. It ignores the table of contents
(TOQ) of an audio disc for example, play-
ing any music ‘file’ it finds. In this respect
it behaves like a computer CD drive
rather than an audio CD player; it is not
necessary to close off a CD-R/RW record-
ed on a computer for this player to see its
contents and play all tracks. Since it also
plays MP3s | found | could throw any of
my many test recordings into the player
and get it to play every track, unlike a
conventional CD player which only sees
the TOC.

The M3PO is a computer boffs play-

operandi not unlike a computer MP3
player like Music Match Jukebox. You just
load a CD - either a normal audio disc or
MP3 data CD - and the machine spins
round to find out what you've fed it. It
then displays a ‘file’ list and you simply
select and play the track from the index
displayed on the front panel.

The M3PO0 also comes with several-spe-
cial playback modes, including the usual
shuffle play, and offers variable playback
speed without affecting pitch. The player
saves track lists in its internal RAM, and its
operating system is upgradeable at a later
date simply by inserting a special CD-
ROM upgrade disc into the transport. DP

thing. It's spin-wheel interface is
bananas in my view, but serious anoraks
will love it. If you're into burning your
own CDs and fed up with the sniffy
reception given them by an audio CD
player, the M3PO will be just the ticket.
There’s a strong whiff of things to come
here. The M3PO is an imaginative and
exciting product. NK
TerraTec M3P0 £349
Digiteq 08709 010 021
terratec@digitequk.com

www.terratec.co.uk
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Wooden't it be lovely

...if all your hifi looked this good

o ——————

Pro-ject Classic Cherry
From around £450

...Or was such great value

Pro-ject Debut
From around £110

Superb record playing systems from

Henley Designs
HENLEY The Old Coach House, The Street. Crowmarsh Gifford
Dixns Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8EH. Tel: 01491 834700 Fax: 01491 834722

WWW henlevdesiens.co.uk



review

Simon Pope spends some time with
KEF’s new baby in the the Cretsa range.

t never ceases to amaze me that with
Ievery new month comes another new
budget ‘speaker with increasingly
impressive build quality. Are we soon to
see a £25 “entry-level” standmount
‘speaker with a solid platinum cabinet,
“Tiffany” proudly stamped on the side,
with cones crafted from the tail fins of
mermaids and dome tweeters knitted from
Dodo nests?

if ’'m honest with myself,
probably not, but the latest
bookshelf ‘speaker from KEF is
almost as impressive. This baby
is only 295x170x180mm but
manages to weigh a not-
unhealthy 4Kg. This is due to
the commendably sturdy and
thick cabinet (with its classy
rounded-off edges). The drive
units consist of the same 17 silk
dome that’s found in the
Cresta’s bigger brother but it's
partnered by a 4” bass/mid dri-
ver that KEF felt bettered suited
the cabinet’s dimensions. They
also feel it integrates more
smoothly with the tweeter.
Round the back we have one
pair of ‘speaker terminals and a
reflex port, sensibly-sized to
help deliver enough bass from a
4” bass unit!

In a world where budget hi-
fi now means something that

smooth and commendably flat response
that suggest no tweaking has taken place
to boost either end of the frequency spec-
trum. Consequently you get a ‘speaker
that plays CD or records as close to how
they came out of the mastering studio as
your going to get at this price. As | men-
tioned earlier, this is a welcome change.
Because of this, to get the Cresta 1s

Everything But the Girl’s Temperamental
demonstrated the excellent hold that the
Crestas have over vocals. Voices are deliv-
ered with control and delicacy, never
sounding rough or strained, unless of
course its Michael Bolton or Billy Corgan
from the Smashing Pumpkins you're lis-
tening to! Imaging in the Paul Weller
album was magical, as the studio effects
flitted from left to right, and
extreme panned guitars
accompanied from the side-
lines.

These are exceptional-
ly gifted ‘speakers when put
in the right environment, ie.
| close to the wall in a smallish
environment and pretty damn
good put anywhere else for
that matter. If you like your
listening hard and fast, how-
ever, give them a listen, but
you may plump for something
| else. Although having said
this, they will play exciting
{ music with sprite and elec-
| tricity. If, on the other hand
classical or vocal-based rock
and pop is your bag, or you
favour a ‘speaker that you lis-
ten to music through rather
than dance around in front of,
I urge you to give them a
bash.

invariably takes your eyebrows
off it’s good to hear something that’s
smooth and a little sophisticated. Firstly
let me say that your house/flat/shed won't
crumble to the ground like the walls of
Jericho with the amount bass delivered
from a 4” driver. So if your one of those
types that favour bass above anything
else, the Cresta 1s may not. be your partic-
ular brew. It may not have ultimate depth,
but what it does have, however, is won-
derful smoothness and a tune to it! They
sound equally good placed virtually any-
where, but ideally favour positioning near
to a wall to compensate for that lack of
low bass.

Once playing they deliver a very

Hi-FI WORLD

ultimate performance, an open and spa-
cious recording with a good frequency
range will impress. With Stravinsky’s Rite
Of Spring on Reference recordings the
Cresta 1s displayed a good sense of space
and air, with the recording’s deep sound
staging not suffering. Bass drum thumps
were clean and fast and treble was
smooth and as sweet as candy. Some of
the intricate detail found in this recording
can often only be recognised by more
expensive gear than the Crestas, but they
did commendably well picking out the
page turns and bow sounds from the
string section.

Paul Weller’s Stanley Road and

KEF CRESTA 1 £99.99

Kef Audio Ltd
Tovil,

Kent.

ME15 6QP

Tel: 01622 672261

WORLD VERDICT

QLD £

A civilised sound that excels with
vocals and phrasing. Some could find |
them a little laid back. |

Measured Pé;ormance see page 111 »
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Calliope
loudspeakers

I www.tagmclarenaudio.com

arde

d leading-edge fechnology are
AvaniGarde. Enjoy your CDs a
unparalleled quality level. Music con

inal performance.

[he Summit, Latham Road, Hu
ne: 0800 783 7 tel: 01480 415600 fax: 01480 52159
I: helpdesk@tagmclarenaudio.com
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Intrigued by the idea of never needing to open a ‘jewel case’
again, Richard White takes a tour of Denon’s DCM-5000

inescapable juvenile riddles: What do

you get if you cross a CD player with a
juke-box and a slide projector? The
answer is not ‘a ten-foot pair of shears’

It sounds a bit like one of those

nor yet ‘a woolly jumper’. Properly speak-
ing, nor is it The Denon DCM-5000, yet
there are elements of each in its design.

The applications of such a device need
a slight re-assessment of the usual
approach to playing a CD. Assuming that
you possess fewer than one hundred CDs
which you wish regularly to play, the
DCM-5000 does away with all that ‘open-
ing the box, opening the machine, closing
the machine, play’ caper. Instead, your
hundred best tunefuls reside permanently
on a rack within the machine - this is
where the slide projector aspect comes in
- and are accessed by mechanical means
as and when required. The advantages of
such a device are readily apparent; the
disadvantages lie in the fact that the
sleeve-note booklets still need to be
somewhere (Denon provide a case for
these) and that, carried through to its logi-
cal conclusion, a separate machine is
required for each additional hundred
discs.

Let’s assume that you have fewer than
a hundred discs; how does it work? Step
one is to open the International Rescue
door at the front and withdraw the CD
carriage. This moves on smooth bearings
and is held in its working position by a
spring clip - it does not directly correlate
to the familiar function and mechanism of
a CD tray. With the carriage out, your
CDs are loaded into the rack, which is
numbered for quick reference (slide pro-
jector again). It does not matter if you

HI-FI WORLD

hundred CD player.

leave gaps in the sequence; perhaps you
may choose to reserve certain sequences
of numbers for certain types of music as a
memory aid, for example.

With the CDs loaded into the rack, the
carriage is pushed back until it latches,
and the door closed. At this point the
machine performs a quick medley of its
ample stock of mechanical noises, whilst
the display assures you that it is perform-
ing a ‘disc sense’. This can take some sec-
onds but eventually the display will show
the first disc available, be it 1, 6 or 99.
Once this ‘default’ disc is found, the usual
display information is given (number of
tracks, duration etc.) and if the disc is an
HDCD, a beacon will light on the front
panel.

From this point on, it is possible to use
the DCM-5000 in exactly the same way
as a standard player: skip, pause and cue
controls are all as normal. So far this may
seem a lot of palaver to achieve the same
result, but we have so far barely scratched
the surface of the Denon’s capabilities.

At any point while playing , the next
record can be cued. On reaching the end
of one disc, the next begins playing auto-
matically. By either pressing the jog dial
on the machine, or else operating the
remote, this process can be carried out
immediately without waiting for one disc
to end. So far so good, but by using the
extensive programming options, it is pos-
sible to identify and ‘bookmark’ your
entire collection and play according to
this schedule.

Let's suppose that you have spent an
evening programming in the DCM-5000’s
internal ‘catalogue’. Once this is done - a
one-off chore, by the way - you are in a

position to instruct the machine to play,
say, all your Rolf Harris tracks in one glo-
rious Feast of Reason. Similar choices are
possible by using the ‘Best Hits’ feature,
indeed if round-the-clock rocking is your
thing, the Denon offers some very versa-
tile facilities. Although my mind begins to
boggle at this, it is possible to daisy-chain
more machines for ever longer output
programmes.

Similarly, specific programmes of indi-
vidual tracks can be set up. A caution
required here is that these programmes
operate by rack number rather than by
catalogue, so if you’ve swapped the discs
around a bit, you might get some intrigu-
ing results.

Having given an extensive, though not
exhaustive run-down of the DCM-5000's
abilities, the question arises: is this a
domestic device or is it really for hotel
lobbies, shopping centres and the like? As
far as sound is concerned, Denon have
manifestly not neglected quality in the
rush for features. Both ordinary and
HDCD discs are relayed with a proper
high fidelity. This being so, many may
find this a convenient way of instantly
accessing their CD collection, albeit at a
price.

Denon DCM-5000 £1500

Hayden Laboratories Ltd.
Hayden House

Chiltern Hill

Chalfont St Peter, Bucks.
SL9 9UG

Tel: 01753 888447
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WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

a selection from our

MSHCAL FIDFUITY AJ DUAL MOHO FIEGRALED MALFEL

unbeatable range

massive
performance

MUSICAL ADELITY A3 Amplifier

“Playing Bob James' Joy Ride disc, with its laid back

jazz feel, the A3, fed from the Marantz CD-7 and driving
AR,
truly capable of performing way beyond its price.”

% N 2.8 o & ‘3
. ° je! ccCcOoOCO e
= O : > &k kK
o ] L) (o) £ WHAT Hi-F17
L] B ) = g L] T ¥ MF A3 - November 1999

daunted by amplifiers”
sevenoaks can help
yOu Choose

With complicated and often meaningless technical specifications,

choosing the right amplifier can be really daunting. Sevenoaks
Sound & Vision will help you choose from our unbeatable range.
With inexpensive integrated models to esoteric pre/power
combinations, all of which have been selected for their performance
and flexibility, you can guarantee finding an amplifier ideally suited
to your requirements.

selected amplifiers

Arcam Alpha 8R ' £379
Denon PMA250SE I £139
Marantz PM6010 OSE Claim Free QED Qunex®** £229
Musical Fidelity X-A1 Claim Free VDH D102* £479
Rotel RA931/II £175
Roksan Kandy KA1 £475

* When purchased together with the X-Ray CD Player
“‘When purchased together with the CD6000 OSE

also available at selected outlets

Exposure 25RC, Marantz PM17Ki Signature,
Naim Nait 3R and Tag McLaren F3-60i RV

UOISIA @ PUNOS SHBOUDAIS

Please Note: Advertisement valid until at least 10th May 2000, E&QE
Mail Order not available on Arcam, B&W, Marantz and Monitor Audio Products

ARCAM

O 66666606
[an]

A22 Amplifier £999

Available at selected outlets
ALYV R Caspian

@@= 9
Caspian Amplifier 799
£

Y Y o % & What Hi-Fi? Nov 1999
C RS

. Please Note:
Cyrus Products only
available at selected outlets

:699

Cyrus 7 Ampilifier

Y Y A Kk What HI-Fi? Nov 1999

demonstration rooms in all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



OUTLETS NATIONWIDE ——————

@MONITOR AUDIO

Studio 20SE

“They’re what we use every day in our top
reference system - that's how good they are.”
The Ultimate What Hi-Fi? Guide to Audio 1998

€ Gold Anodised Reference Tweeter
@& Ceramic Coated Metal Alloy Mid/Bass Unit

€ Internally Wired with QED Silver Profile Cable
@ Cherry, Black or Rosemah Finishes Available

Also Available:
Monitor Audio Silver i Series

in all outlets

what hi-fi?
reference loudspeakers

- £ 1 299 SAVE £1000

which loudspeakers”
sevenoaks can help
you decide

As the final component in any hi-fi or home cinema system, the
loudspeakers determine the way sound is presented. However,
not only is it imperative that the loudspeakers work correctly
with the amplifier and source components, but also do not
react adversely with your room. With such a variety of book-
shelf, stand mounted and free-standing loudspeakers available,
it make sense to choose Sevenoaks Sound & Vision, where we
can help you find the perfect solution - all you need to do is listen!

selected loudspeakers

Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 £149
KEF Cresta 2 £129 @ Includes Award Winning
Mission 773E £399 DMB01 Series 2

R R 7 € New Nautilus
Monitor Audio Studio 50 £1999 Technology Tweeter
Ruark Prologue Reference £94g & Kevlar Mid/Bass Units
Tannoy MX2 £149 | @ Stand Mounting,

also available at selected outlets

Other models from the above ranges, B&W CDM-SE,
Castle Classic & Inversion and Mission 77 Series.

600 Series 2

CTHSO0N

New 78 Series
€ Includes Highly Reviewed

780 & 782
@ Keraform Bass/Mid Units
€ 25mm Silk Dome Tweeter
2
2

30mm MDF Cabinets

782 & 783 Feature Additional
Nomex Bass Units

& Beech, Rosewood and Black
Ash Finishes Available

Please Note:
78 Series only available
at selected outlets

Floor-standing, Centre
and Rear Models Available

two year warranty for peace of mind

As the UK’s largest independent specialist hi-fi retailer, all home cinema and hi-fi separates
come with a minimum two year warranty and ten day exchange.

formance

massive per
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WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

ABERDEEN

491 Union Street

E-Mail: sevenoakshifi@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.00 Thursday

01224 587070

The North
LEEDS

112 Vicar Lane

E-Mail: sevenoakshifi@btinternet.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday 12.00-5.00 Sunday

0113 245 2775

GLASGOW

88 Great Western Road
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunday

0141 332 9655

MANCHESTER

69 High Street, City Centre
sevenoaks.manchester@btinternet.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

0161 831 7969

HULL

1 Savile Row, Savile Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01482587171

NEWCASTLE

19 Newgate Street
E-Mail: 7oaks@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0191 221 2320

PRESTON

40-41 Lune Street
Air Conditioned
9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01772 825777

SHEFFIELD

635 Queens Road, Heeley

Air Conditioned

E-Mail: sevenoaks.hi-fi@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
10.00-4.00 Sunday

0114 255 5861

Midlands & East

29-31 St Peters Street

E-Mall: sevenoaks.bedford@lineone.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

01234 272779

12-14 Dogs Head Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01473 286977

17 Burleigh Street
E-Mail: sevoakscam@aol.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

01223 304770

10 Loseby Lane
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
0116 253 6567

1 The Grove Centre, Witham

E-Mail: 7oakshifiwitham@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday by Appointment

01376 501733

BIRMINGHAM

12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0121 233 2977

28/29a St Giles Street

E-Mail: sevenoaks.hifi@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01603 767605

41 St Clements Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifioxford@btconnect.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

01865 241773

36-38 Park Road
sevenoaks@peterborough0.freeserve.co.uk
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

9.30-8.00 Thursday

01733 897697

idlands & West

CHELTENHAM

14 Pittville Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday
9.00-5.30 Saturday

BRISTOL

92b White Ladies Road, Clifton
Air Conditioned

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0117 974 3727

01242 241171

EXETER

28 Cowick Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01392 218895

CARDIFF

104-106 Albany Road
E-Mail: 7oakswales@compuserve.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

029 2047 2899

demonstration

PLYMOUTH

107 Cornwalt Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday by Appointment
01752 226011

SWANSEA

24 Mansel Street

Air Conditioned

10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-5.00 Sunday

Late Night Wednesday by Appointment
01792 465777

WORCESTER

2 Reindeer Court

E-Mail: sales@sevenoak.demon.co.uk
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01905 612929

rooms in all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



outlets
nationwide

At Sevenoaks Sound & Vision you’ll find the widest range of quality products anywhere in the UK.
Everything from the latest DVD players and Plasma Televisions to amazing special offers all with our
outstanding service. From Aberdeen to Plymouth, we’re great value nationwide.

OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

London & South East

SEVENOAKS

109-113 London Road

EPSOM

12 Upper High Street

Air Conditioned E-Mail: sevenoaks.epsom@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday

9.00-5.30 Saturday 9.00-6.00 Saturday 11.00-4.00 Sunday
01732 459555 01372 745883

33 London Road

Air Conditioned

E-Mall: 7oaks_soton@breathemail.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

023 8033 7770

SOUTHAMPTON

BRIGHTON GUILDFORD

57 Western Road, Hove

! 73b North Street
E-Mail: 7oakshifibrighto@btconnect.com E-Maiﬁr;oaigiii glord@btconnect com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 Monda_y-Friday

01273 733338 01483536666

BROMLEY HOLBORN

39a East Street
E-Mail: 7oakshifibromley@btconnect.com ~ 144-148 Grays Inn Road
9.30-5.30 Mo nday-Saturday 10.30-6.30 Monday-Friday

020 8290 1988 10.30-4.30 Saturday

020 7837 7540
CHELSEA KINGSTON

E-Mail: 7oakshlfichelsea@btconnect.com 43 Fife Road
70.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
020 7352 9466 9.30-7.30 Thursday

020 8547 0717
CRAWLEY '
32 The Boulevard MA'DSTONE

E-Mail: Sevenoakscrawley@aol.com

L ~ 96 Week Street
2 ;.OO Monday-Saturday E-Mail: 7oakshifimstone@btconnect.com
01293 510777 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01622 686366

CROYDON
gﬁ;&;:itz::rz;;c?:;:on@btconnect.com READING

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre
11.00-4.00 Sunday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
020 8665 1203 0118 959 7768

Opening in 2000

SOUTHGATE

79-81 Chase Side E
E-Mail: NEILEP1@eggconnect.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

020 8886 2777

SWISS
COTTAGE

21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road
Air Conditioned

E-Mail: furrukh.hasan@virgin.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunday

020 77229777

TUNBRIDGE
WELLS

28-30 St Johns Road
E-Mail: 7oakshifitw@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01892531543

WATFORD

478 St Albans Road

E-Mail: 7oakshifiwatford@btconnect.com

10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-4.00 Sunday

01923 213533

London & South East Midlands & East
LIVERPOOL EAST LONDON‘ I ‘ | EDINBURGH

visit the sevenoaks website

For more information on our outlets, products and services, visit the Sevenoaks Website.
www.sevenoakshifi.co.uk

lonwide

outlets nat




feature

ONBRIDGE

Richard White counts his pennies at

February’s Tonbridge AudioJumble.

used to think it was de rigueur for it
to rain for an AudioJumble, but this
year’s event proved me wrong. For
once at least the sun was doing its best to
shine, which is no mean trick if you hap-
pen to be anywhere near Tonbridge
leisure centre. As is common with such
places, most of the leisure seems to be of
the enforced variety, with gaggles of
skinny kids with half-broken voices dodg-
ing their bikes and skateboards among the
dispirited visitors to the chain-store
chemists next door. A trip to the chemists
is not really my idea of a Sunday treat.
Mark you, it was the day after Valentine’s
day, so maybe the town had such a good
time the day before that it was inclined to
drag its heels a little on this particular day.
It’s not a day of rest for the eagle-eyed
reporter, however. Having managed to
arrive earlier than usual, | flashed my Hi-

(3 )
Classique’s thought-
transference experiment.

Fi World card at the entrance table, mur-
mured “Press”, was told “Same to you”
and trotted into the audiophile’s equiva-
lent of Aladdin’s cave.

This particular cave was well-filled this
time and it was obvious that audio-jum-
bling is getting its second wind after some
of the reverses it's suffered over the past
year or so. Much as | hate to admit it, the

problem boils down to a simple case of
supply and demand. Time was, for
instance, when old Garrard transcription
decks could be treated as rare and impor-
tant artifacts of a vanished civilisation.

For the man who has
everything.

The fallacious idea that ‘what has valves
is good’ has taken a similar knock recent-
ly, as well. Perhaps too many Tripletone
integrateds had been paimed off on the
unsuspecting for this particular myth to
survive long - | don’t know, but as | made
this particular mistake a few years back, |
sincerely hope so!

For whatever reason, | have been find-
ing audio jumbles much more worthwhile
recently. Prices for good stuff have come
down to reasonable levels, out-and-out
rubbish has been skipped, and perhaps
the whole scene has calmed down a bit.
We don’t want audio becoming like the
used camera game, with manufacturers
producing ‘collectors editions’ by the tens
of thousands just to bolster the market a
bit, although photography always was
expensive, compared: in the late fifties,
the price of a Rolleiflex would buy four or
five good quality amplifiers, so perhaps
these things start as they mean to go on.

The stall-holders this year managed to
present a well-balanced mixture of old
and getting-that-way: rubbing shoulders
with the inevitable TL12+es and Quad lis
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were some very tempting cassette bar-
gains. As this format dies out as far as new
manufacture is concerned, now is the
time to snap up some high quality
machines before they become either too
old or too rare.

Having been fractionally mean about
old Garrards earlier, | must say that there
were some very shiny examples for sale
this time. Prices for these seem to be
about £125 without plinth, although natu-
rally a scoot round under the tables would
have unearthed some cheaper ones.

Now too is the time to snap up gramo-
phone records. The armageddon of
ditched collections shows signs of reced-
ing and, once the squillionth copy of
Enigma Variations ¢/w Grieg’s Piano
Concerto has been weeded out there
remains some very good stuff at (at pre-
sent) arm-twisting prices.

Tired but happy, | made my way out
via the café. A sip of my tea reminded me
that not everything in this world is getting

Of course it’s portable -
it's got a handle!

better and better. On the other hand,
looking at my bargains and reflecting on
the enjoyable afternoon I'd had, you can't
have everything. | look forward to the
next time. i
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Simon Pope discovers whether Roksan’s solid audio pedigree gives

them the edge in the thriving multi-channel market.

he Roksan Caspian Digital
Surround Sound Processor and
multi-channel power amp repre-

sent the company’s first foray into the
rapidly developing world of audiophile
multichannel (yes, there is such a thing).
The Caspian power amp (also avail-
able in four or three channel at £100 less
per channel) and Dolby Digital/DTS
processor are housed with the usual styl-
ish minimalism of the rest of the Caspian
range, but the DSP has a very natty trans-
parent remote that incidently provides a
test tone for checking that you have con-
nected the various loudspeakers correctly.
The front panel of the DSP consists of
a simple display window and six symmet-
rical buttons for simple tasks such as input
selection, power and two channel/multi-
channel selection. Anything more serious,
such as ‘speaker balance, is dealt with by
the remote. Round the back of the DSP is
a veritable feast of sockets. These include
5.1 channel analogue inputs which allows
the decoding process to be by-passed,
and the use of the unit as a preamplifier if
your DVD player includes either Dolby
Digital or (much rarer) DTS on-board
decoding. There are also three more sets
of two-channel analogue inputs.
Rounding off the collection are a tape out-
put and 5.1 analogue output, one coaxial
digital out, two coaxial digital inputs and
an AC3/RF input for laser disc players.
Starting the listening with one of
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Denon’s Ambience discs in Dolby Digital,
the immediate effect was one of power
and clarity in abundance. Using the ana-
logue inputs (using the DSP as a preamp)
the organ of Bonn Minster, with Markus
Karass at the keyboard, developed into a
beast of immense power. The overwhelm-
ing sense was one of space. With no alter-
ation to rear or centre ‘speaker levels, a
vast expanse was created, so much so that
| almost felt as if | was in the Minster itself
and could lean over for a quick splash
from the font.

Next into the Sony DVP-5725D was
Lyle Lovett's now classic DTS 5.1 channel
album, joshua judges Ruth. This, unlike
many DTS titles, is specifically mixed for
multi-channel sound and, boy, can you
tell! When the backing vocalists are trying
to climb into your left ear from behind,
you know the recording intends to let you
know as much!

Once the initial “corr!” factor has
struck home with this recording, you can
settle down and listen to the music on it,
which to be honest, comes second to the
sonic fireworks, in my opinion. However,
the Caspian pairing delivered the effects
with aplomb. The second track, Church,
with the gospel choir backing tunefully
from the rear, was crisp and detailed, with
Lovett’s voice focussed perfectly at the
centre to the rear of the soundstage. Again
the predominant feature of the sound was
the clarity with which Roksan obviously
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pride themselves. The one difference |
found in the Caspians compared with
their two-channel brethren was that they
sounded, to my ears, more ‘digital’. OK,
so these multi-channel recordings are
emphatically digital in sound, but with
bog-standard CDs in stereo, via analogue
connections, there was a certain compres-
sion to the sound, a minimal effect but
nonetheless present.

These are two very fine pieces of elec-
tronics that will deliver multi-channel
sound with electrifying precision, detail
and power. Since they also double up as a
high quality two-channel audio pre/power
- and at a sensible price - it could be
argued: what eise do you need?

Roksan Caspian DSP/Multichannel power amp
£1295/£995

Roksan Audio Ltd

Unit 6, Northfield Ind Est
Beresford Avenue
Alperton, Middx.

HAO INW

Tel: 0208 900 6801

WORLD VERDICT
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Equally talented with both multi and
two channel sounds. A great buy.

Measured Performance see page 111
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FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:

Ultimate Sonics
36 Hurstbourne Road,
London SE23 2AB

Tel: 0208 699 2446
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DEFINITIVE AUDIO

- - — Definitive Audio - 2000
"Definitive Audio of Nottingham...continues to put on spectacular demonstations”
Jason Kennedy HFC

Definitive Audio Starter System 1998

“The hardest thing here is to express just how good this system is. | have heard
systems in excess of £40,000 which exhibit only fractional amounts of this
cleverly-matched outfit's musical dexterity” Alan Sircom HFC

Definitive Audio Starter System 1995
"A real sonic beauty. A very potent and cost effective route to audio nirvana”
Paul Messenger HFC

Spring Clean of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale New
source
Nottingham Analogue Space Deck — Mentor tonearm £900 £1550
Wilson Benesch Full Circle — 0.5 tonearm, Goldring Excel £1500 £2600
1 Linn LP12, Avondaie PSU £400 £1300
- - Helios Stargate CD player. Brand new, boxed - fabulous. £2250 £2900
d l g l t a I Audio Note Dac3 Signature £1300 £2850
amps
- Jadis JA8BO monos - boxed, perfect. £4000 £10000
I in k Cary 300 SE'1 £2250 £4000
Cary 805 50w SE Monos £3900 £8500
Audio Innovations Series 1000 Silver monos £900 £2250
Audio Innovations Series 800 Mk1 £350 o=
Audio Innovations Series 800 Mk3 £430 £1000
Audio Innovations Series 800 Anniversary £700 £1550
Audio Innovations 1 Preamp £200 £375
Audio Innovations Series 500 integrated £475 se=
$JS Arcadia 300B Single Ended — 18watts £4000 £6500
Border Patrol PSU - MB + Standard £400 (£600) £700(£1000
Art Audio Symphony 3008 Single Ended - New £2100 £2500
Art Audio Diavolo SE integrated - chrome/gold £3500 £4500
Musical Fidelity A2 - ex dem £250 £800
speakers
Living Voice Auditorium - American Walnut £1000 £1500
Snell Type K Mk], Type J Mkil (x2), Type E MkIl £400 / £600 / £800

Our stock of part exchanged items is constantly changing. Most items come and go
The Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DE1 2BU before they can be included in these monthly ads. Call for specific requirements.

Tel: +44 (0) 1332 361 390 AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD

Fax: + 44 (0) 1332 200 698 Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666

E-mail: soniclink@audiocables.co.uk Internet: www.definltiveaudlo.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

VISIT our New Website: www.audiocables.co.uk Living Voice - Helios - Border Patrol - Art Audio - SJS Electroacoustics - Wadia
Vitavox - Lowther - MF - Nott'm Analogue - Western Electric- SME - Cana
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Mission have crammed all their know-how into the 780 bookshelf
’speaker. Richard White hopes not to self-destruct in ten seconds.

oudspeakers are inclined at the pre-

sent to fit themselves into ever

smaller confines; there is a limit to
how far this process can be carried out
before the sound (the ultimate factor, after
all) suffers. Mission”s 780 bookshelf units
have wisely not gone to
extremes in this instance.
Measuring a comfortable
11in by 6.5in by 10in (hwd)
without grilles. The grille
material is stretched over a
moulded plastic frame some-
what reminiscent of a fencing
mask. Despite this analogy,
the overall appearance is
smart and workmanlike, with
the 5in bass-mid driver pro-
vided with a phasing plug
attached to the magnet core.
Both the bass-mid and the
1in cloth domed tweeter are
firmly fixed into the profiled
plastic sub assembly which
constitutes the business part
of the front baffle. An unusu-
al point is that the tweeter is below the
main driver; were it not for the keen
styling things could look a little topsy-
turvy.

| let the Mission settle down for a day
or two before giving them the third
degree. The information plate on the back
recommends amplification power
between 50W and 200W - a clue that the
780s are not going to be the most sensi-
tive of beasts. Once the warm-up was
over, straight in at the deep end with the
Minnesota Orchestra’s no-holds-barred
recording of Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite -
an old World favourite which takes no
prisoners!

First impressions were of a very civi-
lized speaker; the sheer amount of bass-
end information on this Reference
Recording CD can incite boom in the
most innocent-looking cabinets. 1 was
pleased to find that the swamping tenden-
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cies of the unfettered orchestral bass drum
were held in check, allowing plenty of the
intricate woodwind detail to float through.
Difficult instruments such as the bass clar-
inet and the cor anglais were reproduced

clearly and naturally, indeed, as a general

mark, the 780s seemed keen to let every-
one have their say. One small cloud on
the horizon was that, although the ‘speak-
ers gave an almost self-consciously con-
trolled account, some of the unusually
wide dynamic range of this record was a
little compressed.

Leaving the Twentieth Century to its
own devices, | called up The English
Chamber Orchestra with Haydn'’s Sinfonia
Concertante and Violin Concertos. | was
surprised to find that, although the ‘speak-
ers gave an invariably civilized account of
the orchestra, the sense of dynamic com-
pression was, if anything, more marked
than it had been with the Stravinsky CD.
Haydn’s use of solo versus concerted
strings, particularly when the latter are
backed up by percussion, hints that he
expected plenty of contrast in these
pieces. The Missions rather reduced this

effect; a very musical performance but
with a sense of hanging back somewhere.

A taste of the eighties on the radio,
Miss Fine Brown Frame, funked its way
into the cobwebby corners. With a mini-
mum of acoustic watts to play with, the
Missions delivered a plentifully dri-
ving sound. Nor were the subtleties
of the synthesizer embellishments
missed out; the multi-tracked vocal
too was recreated with pleasing
intensity and detail. With the
amount of compression in habitual
use on commercial stations, it is dif-
ficult to pronounce on the exact
dynamics, but given the date of the
recording, I'd guess the track was
mixed with reflex boom-boxes in
mind. Mission’s approach was dif-
ferent and more musical: the elec-
tric bass had actual notes to play
and the insistent kick-drum
remained a beat rather than a
splurge.

These ‘speakers certainly need
the Watts to give of their best, but
they reward with a distinctly controlled
output. Dynamic range may disappoint in
the long run, but they give a thoroughly
musical time of it on the way.

Mission 780 £300

Mission Ltd
Stonehill
Huntingdon

PE18 6ED

Tel: 1480 451777

" WORLD VERDICT
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A civilized 'speaker with a
well-controlled and musical sound.
Not the ultimate for dynamic
expression, and a little power-hungry.

Measured Performance see page 1 1M1
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X-A RANGE.
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM
FRONT PANEL.

MILLED METAL KNOBS.

RUGGED, NON-RESONANT
METAL CASEWORK.

JUST IMAGINE HOW GOOD
THE ELECTRONICS MUST BE.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

INTEGRATED AMPS, PREAMPS, POWER AMPS, TUNER, AND CD PLAYER. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 0181 900 2866.




ow much should you expect to
H pay for a loudspeaker? It's a ques-

tion with the same sort of logic as
'how long is a piece of string?' - there is
no satisfactory answer. Many people are.
rightly wary about the budget market.
Notice the vocabulary as well: 'the buyer
on a budget' means 'poor' or alternatively
'cheap-skate'; 'budget bargain' is 'inex-
pensive' or 'value' but never 'cheap'. Let's
take a look at Eltax's latest cheap ‘speak-
ers for the penny-pinched.

For a start, the Liberty 1+ (£99.99) are
solidly constructed little boxes made from
18mm MDF and tastefully covered with a
carefully applied wood-look substance.
The front grille has a styled buige in order
to clear the main driver - why not simply
make the whole grille larger? - which is a
5in unit with convex roll surround.
Slightly overlapped by the trim of the
bass-mid, the soft dome tweeter is mount-
ed on the vertical axis; a simple and well-
tried arrangement. As might be expected

Later on in the pro-
gramme, | was surprised
to hear the assuredly not
bass-heavy harpsichord
booming a little. | came
to the conclusion that
placement of these
‘speakers is of some
importance.

Experimenting a little,
t discovered that with the
‘speakers on the floor, the
reflected port output was
inclined to hoot a little. |
don’t by any means deni-
grate the Eltaxes on this
account - it's just some-
thing which needs bear-
ing in mind. Opting at
last for the high-and-dry
placement, the over-
emphasis disappeared,
leaving the ‘speakers giv-
ing of a very neutral best

What A Liberty!

Richard White takes a canny look at Eltax’s latest budget
loudspeaker. How does it feel to owe so little for so much?

with a cabinet only 11in by 7in by 9in
(hwd), the rear-mounted port is long -
about five inches - in order to give maxi-
mum air load to the main driver; the usual
swings-and-roundabouts part of reflex
designs. Un-gold plated terminals, mount-
ed on a strong plastic plate, provide
secure anchorage for single-wire loud-
speaker leads.

Having established that the Eltaxes will
not disgrace the domestic environment, |
propped them up on a couple of listening
height stands and gave an attentive ear.

Eager to try out my newly over-hauled
Troughline tuner | tuned to Radio 3 and
was rewarded by some Dowlandesque
music and a rather insipid treble trilling
on some nonsense about ‘Whelk come
my luff or air var’. At first, | was inclined
to put this down to the loudspeakers, but
on the vocalist being announced as the
ever-lovely Emma Kirkby, | realized that
they had relayed the full value of the per-
formance with very little added or taken
away. These were but early days, howev-
er, for the Liberty 1+ but did at least give
a good idea of their accuracy on chamber
music.
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on the remainder of the broadcast.

Having carefully set up the Liberties to
obviate problems with the ports’ output, |
tried them with the well-known Germani
performance of the Widor Toccata, with
the thirty-two foot reeds growling away in
the bass. Having set them such a tall
order to fill, | was pleased with the result
the Eltaxes summoned up. It would be
idle to expect a bookshelf loudspeaker to
shake the floor, especially with fundamen-
tals in the 40Hz range; nevertheless they
gave a very well-balanced performance; if
the deep bass rolled off somewhat it did
not swamp the treble detail with which
this record is brimming. All-in-all a wel-
come surprise.

| am stressing the natural sound of
these boxes but, of course, there is an
awful lot of non-acoustic music out there.
A quick sortie into XFM produced a
Smashing Pumpkins track with a knotty
conglomration of phased guitar sounds,
plus a cymbal-happy drummer. The
Eltaxes left the very deliberate distortions
still sounding musical, indeed it was pos-
sible to hear what was being waa’d and
when. For a track that seems to have been
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recorded in someone’s garage, this is.a
result.

Having lived with these loudspeakers
for a while, | am still trying to evaluate
their low price versus their very
satisfactory performance. They are not
Richter scale movers, but they do provide
a very musical sound with a wide variety
of styles. Is there such a thing as a
‘bargain de luxe’? If there is, these are it.

Eltax Liberty 1+ £99.95
Eltax UK

4 Warren Yard
Wolverton Mill

Milton Keynes

MK12 5NW

Tel: 01908 226464

WORLD VERDICT
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An astonishing natural sound for the
money. Well-balanced in all
directions.

Measured Performance see page 111
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THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETATLER
CONTACT NIGEL ON:- 01326 221372
OR MOBILE 0498 554357

e-mail:- nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk
web:- www.soundsperfection.co.uk

AUDITION THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS HERE:-

AMPLIFIERS:-ALCHEMIST * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE *
BORDER PATROL * CANARY AUDIO * ELECTROCOMPANIET GRAFF *
MUSICAL FIDELITY * PARASOUND * PRIMARE * SONIC FRONTIERS *
SUGDEN * UNISON RESEARCH
SPEAKERS:- ARCAYDIS * AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO SPECTRUM * B. C.
ACOUSTICS * BOSTON ACOUSTICS * ].M. LABS * MONITOR AUDIO
REL SUBWOOFERS * TOTEM * TRIANGLE * TSUNAMI *
VIENNA ACOUSTICS
HOME THEATRE:- PARASOUND * PRIMARE * SONIC FRONTIERS *
BOSTON ACOUSTICS * .M..LABS * LEXICON * NAKAMICHI REL *
TSUNAMI * TRIANGLE * TEAC * VIENNA ACOUSTICS * YAMAHA
ANALGOUE:- AUDIO NOTE * AUDIO DESIGNS (THE GROOVE) *AVID *
HENLEY DESIGNS * MICHELL * MUSICAL FIDELITY ORTOFON *
PROJECT * SME * VOYD
ANCILLARIES:- ATACAMA * AUDIOQUEST * CABLE TALK * EINSTEIN *
PHILOSOPHY CABLES * SONIC LINK * STANDS UNIQUE STRAIGHT WIRE
* TARA LABS CABLES * TARGET * UNDERSTANDS

NOW IN
PRIMARE’S NEW DVD PLAYER, 5 CHANNEL AMP AND PROCESSOR
FULL HOME THEATRE DEMONSTRATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

WE HAVE THESE SECOND HAND PRODUCTS

Audionote Ongaku New Boxed Once Only £24950
Conrad Johnson Premier 8 Mono Blocks Mint Boxed 4 Months Old Only £12995
Audionote M5 Pre — Amplifer Phono Mint Dem Norm £6000 Only  £3995
Audionote AN-] Spx Speakers Boxed (Customer Sale) Mint Inc Stands £2395

3 Quad ESL 63 Speakers Inc Special Stand £1495
Alchemist Kraken Pre/Power & 2 Box Cd (System) Ex Dem £1395
Cary Pre /Power Valve Just Revalved Mint Condition £1395
Monitor Audio Studio 20 Ann Piano Black New Unwanted Prize £1395
Alchemist S§ Power Amplifier Mint Boxed £1375
Sonic Frontiers Anthum Integrated 2 Boxed Ex-Dem £1295
Electrocompuniet EC 4.6 Pre-Amp Ex-Dem £1275
Impulse H6 Speakers Black Finish With Light Oak Cabinet Wood Trim £675
Electrocompaniet ECI 2 Integrated Amp Mint Boxed £649
A.E. 509 Speakers (New Boxed Unused) Black Ash Finish £595
Trichotd Digital Turntable Ex-Dem £399
Parasound PLD 1500 Pre-Amp £425
Rothwell Rubicon Valve Power Amplifier Mint £395
Hart (Lindsey Hood) 2 Box Pre — Amplifier Amazing Kit Performance  £395
Understand X-Wing With Wood Plinths 3 Months Old £375
Arcam Digital Pre-Amplifier Marked Hence £329
Michell 1SO Hera Phono Stage Only £375
Audio Note An/L Speaker Cable 2 (Smetre) Lengths Terminated New  £275
Kinshaw Perception Dac £275
Triangle Lurins Ex Dem Boxed £295
JPW Ruby 2 Speakers £295
VDH The Second 1metre Balanced Interconnect £195
X1.O Reference Digital Cable £195
Audio Synthisis Balanced Silver Cable 2 Now Available £95

CONTACT US FOR
UP TO THE MINUTE PRICES OF
SECOND-USER EQUIPMENT
AND SPECIAL OFFERS

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM to 10 PM

MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT UK
VISA/ACCESS/SWITCH

pbear audio

presents

Shahiniein
DYNAVECTOR
Well Tempered

Stockists and Information from
Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place,
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051
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ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from
London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.
Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).

ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
CASTLE, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS, KEF, LINN, MARANTZ,
NAD, NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK,
SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE,
YAMAHA

Our Sixth succulent year

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

www.orangesandlemonshifi.com
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David Price looks at the cheapest of Sony's legendary
‘Biotracer’ turntables, the PS-X600.

[ here are no two ways about it -
I Sony were plain bonkers when
they came up with the Biotracer
tonearm back in 1979. Ridiculously com-
plex and hard to build, they must have
sweated blood trying to get the darn thing
'to work properly. But, to their eternal
credit they did, and the PS-B80 was the
result. A gut wrenchingly expensive prod-
uct, its £800 selling price was far higher
than a contemporary Linn. It simply
couldn't compete with the best of British
in sound quality terms, and duly got a
panning in the hi-fi press.
Actually a very clever beastie, it
offered fully automatic operation, intelli-
gent repeat modes, record size and speed

X600.

With a price of ‘just’ £180 it was a
veritable bargain by the standards of its
predecessor. Yet they hadn't skimped on
the build, and the little deck was far

heavier than its diminutive size suggested.

Its composite plinth sported four
adjustable, air damped feet which did the
job of isolation far better than they had
any right to. At the front of the deck was
a row of metallised, touch-sensitive con-
trols offering power on-off, speed selec-
tion, repeat and cueing facilities. Little
red fegends lit up to denote speed, repeat
and quartz lock operation.

The 1.6kg alloy platter sported a
decently supportive rubber mat with slats

around the inside of the platter, feeding

a tape head. The head read the pulses,
allowing the X-tal lock to know at exactly
what speed the platter was running all the
time. This was a very clever system, but
not strictly a Sony innovation - Denon
had come up with the idea some five
years earlier.

In use, the PS-X600 was a gem. The
automatic tricks were smooth as silk and
in a completely different league to rival
‘fully auto’ non-Biotracer designs.
Tracking was impressively secure, and the
deck worked well with a wide range of
moving magnet and moving coil car-
tridges. Tracking force could be adjusted
with complete safety while a record was

selection, plus for-
ward and backward
cueing at the touch of
a button. This was all
made possible by the
Biotracer arm's elec-
tronic motion detec-
tors, motors and
microprocessor brain.
Lateral and vertical
sensors passed signals
to tiny linear motors
controlling the arm's
motion, while track-
ing weight and side-
thrust were continual-
ly monitored and cor-
rected. As if this was-

playing. Bias was a func-
tion of the Biotracer sys-
tem and thus set automati-
cally anyway.

Even by today's
standards this odd little
Sony turntable is a capa-
ble performer. It's quite up
to, say, Rega 3 standards
and in many ways better.
Speed stability is excel-
lent, giving a solid, confi-
dent and musical sound,
with remarkably few signs
of any particular problem
areas. Only when you put
it against the big guns do
you realise how light-

n't enough, the sys-
tem also electronically controiled subson-
ic damping too!

The result was a supremely user-
friendly disc player with great ergonom-
ics. Placing a disc of any size on the
deck's large platter, pressing ‘Start’ and
watching the arm glide decorously across
to the cue-in point, moving back a little
to correct itself if need be, was a joy. The
only trouble was that, in the case of
Sony's new baby, the best things in life
were most certainly not free. What was
needed was a smaller, cheaper, second
generation Biotracer deck - enter the PS-
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cut into it for the deck's photoelectric
disc sensing mechanism. At the rear of
the plinth was a raised pillar into which a
light was set, which not only ensured reli-
able disc size selection, but gave some
useful extra illumination for cueing.

The drive motor was Sony's superb
brushless, slotless linear direct drive unit -
not in one of its most torquey incarna-
tions but nevertheless able to whip the
platter up to speed in under half a revolu-
tion. It was quartz locked, naturally, and
used a pulsed magnetic thread running

weight its bass is, and
how the midband is a touch splashy and
vague.

These days there aren't many PS-
X600s around, so pay between £50 and
£100 for a minter. Parts availability isn't
great so if the Biotracer arm goes wrong -
unlike Steve Austin - we cannot rebuild it.
The good news is that build quality is
exceptionally high - so there's no reason
why you shouldn't get many more years’
use out of a well preserved specimen. If
you're looking for a classy automatic to
take the load off your high end belt drive,
then this is the one.
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You've picked the bones out of the reviews, compared the specs, scoured adverts for the best deals, and endured

‘noise experience' demonstrations, yet you just know there’s got to be something else ...

welcome to KJ West Onel

/\J / SN J "V & BECAUSE THERE'S MORE TO Hi-FI THAN MEETS THE EYE

Whether you're looking to upgrade
individual hifi components or planning to
install a complete system to satisfy you for
many years, you'll find the perfect solution
at K] West One.

SYSTEM SOLUTIONS

Toke a look at these outstanding
systems; they're typical of installations
chosen by many of our customers who've
graduated from High Street ‘brandfi’ to
enjoy music reproduction of astonishing
realism. The evidence is in the hearing,
pride of ownership is just a bonus!

NAIM AUDIO

The sheer musicality of any Naim system makes
itself clearly evident from the very first note, at any
volume setting, and with all types of music. Delightful to
unwind with - yet turn up the volume and music takes on
a scale and spaciousness which captures your attention,

stimulates your emotions and reveals so
much more from your favourite
recordings. Sounds are evocative,
sensuous, vibrant - sometimes disturbing -
and, as with our other recommendations
here, can be a revelation to those
unfamiliar with such believable music
reproduction.

From around £3,500 treat your

new Naim system as a lifetime

investment in your favourite music.

ARCAM  AUDIO ANALOGUE ~ AUDIORESEARCH ~ BOSE  B&W  (CASTLE  (YRUS DCS DENON  DUAL  EPOS
NAIM  NORDOST ~ OPERA  ORTOFON  PMC  PINK TRIANGLE ~ PIONEER ~ PROAC  QED  QUAD  REGA

There's always a bonus at KJ West One
- choose any hifi system like these and
we'll ‘tune’ it to suit your musical
preferences and domestic installation with
tailored interconnects and cables worth up
to £750 - absolutely FREE!

IT CAN BE YOURS NOW!

We also make it so easy for you to own
your dream system. We've an Interest Free
Credit scheme, or Deferred Payment option
with No Deposit and No Payments for
another six months. So why wait? You'll
find the solution at KI West One.

AUDIO ANALOGUE & OPERA SUPER PAVAROTTI

We've come to expect a sense of passion from all things
in which the ltalians excel; fine produce and beautifully crafted
merchandise to their wealth of artistic expression, not least of
which is conveyed through music.

ltalian high fidelity systems are no exception. Styled and
engineered with predictable flair, the musical performance you'll

enjoy from this svelte combination really
touches the emotions. Whether your
preference is for simply recorded acoustic
works, more dynamic jazz or rock, to full
scale orchestral material, believe us, your
avral faculties will be seduced by these
latin lovelies!

For less than £2,500 a beautiful
system like this will provide many years of
satisfaction, recreating all types of music in
your own home with uncanny realism.

FuilTSu

Cambridge based Meridian was

prominent amongst specialist  hifi
companies that worked to make CD
recordings sound like music! Why?
Because, despite the claims of the multi-
nationals, buoyed by our unquestioning
appetite for consumer goods, early digital
sounds really were pretty dire!

As a result, Meridian now enjoys
global recognition for innovative and
desirably stylish hi-fi, as well as some of
the most advanced digital home theatre
systems available.

In our featured hifi system, only
one component drives Meridian's fabulous
DSP 5000 speakers because each one
contains no less than three 75 watt power
amps together with a digital crossover that
feeds the very latest 24 bit/96kHz digital
to analog converter which, dear friends,
is technology that really does make music!

This desirably discreet Meridian
hifi system combines refinement with
excitement and, for little more than
£5,000, rewards you with a full spectrum
of musical satisfaction from subtly
enhancing a relaxed social ambience to
thrilling, yet tireless periods of serious
listening at ‘real-life’ volume levels.

HOME THEATRE EXPERTS

You'll find a comprehensive range of hame theatre

equipment and systems on demonstration
in each of our stores, and at every budget level.
We offer a professional installafion service.

GOLDING
ROTEL  REL

GRAAF  GRADO
SENNHEISER  SME

HARBETH  KEF
SONUS FABER



| COPLAND & SONUS FABER | fSPRIN G CLEARAN CE\
Some fabulous hifi travels down from the north
countries; current favourites include these understated Ex-Dem & Display Stock - One of each only
mosﬂels frqm Coplicpd - a range commended by several Audio Anclogue Bellii {Pre) £495 £395
reviewers in the hi-fi press. Seen in the flesh there's more Audio Anclogue Donizett (Power) £595  £475
than a hint of ‘retro’ which si - Denon DVD2500 (DVD Player) £499 £399
eiddlel’ o’ which simply defies you not to Denon DF-100 {Min system) 0999 £399
twiddle! NAD 208 (THX Power amp} £1099 £599
Naim NAC 92 (Pre} £499 £429
. 5 Naim NAP 90 {Power) £473 £399
; s°"'¢°”}’j both CPPIO”d s CD player 9”d Naim Prefix {Phono stage) £376  £295
matching omplifier are desirably anonymous - nothing Yomoha KX W32 (Twin Cosette Deck) €169 £129
gets in the way of the music! So, a preferred choice for Yomaha DSP-A970 (AV Amplifer) £999 £399
thi ophisticated binati is th ticall Yomaha AV1 (AV System) £649 £549
SPSepAIstica eeicombinglion mERIne: romapiedily Krell KAV 300CD £4290  £3399
charged, discreet and compact stand mount, Sonus faber Krell KAV 300CD £4290  £3399
Signum, which effortlessly delivers the very realistic Krell KRC:3 (Pre) £3250  £2695
d f which thi A X bl Krell 2500 (Power) £3498 £2895
sounds of whic IS system Is capabie - Krell KAV 300i {Integrated) £2589 £2199
and with all fypes of music. Krell KAV 300CD £4290 £3399
Krell KAV 500i {Integrated} £4999 £4249
. ) ) Linn Classik {CD/Amplifier) £995 £749
With an investment of little more Linn Kan 3 {Spkrs) £295 £225
than £4,000 hecring is believing! So I.iv_m Tune Bux_fur Ak?iv Boards £375 £275
h i d trati } MicroMega Drive 2 Kit £299 £229
AR CHIRINCIS € CEnISRRGel ©1f j2er Musical Fidelity X-Plora {Tuner) £600 £450
convenience, you'll be very welcome. NAD 524 {CD Player) €49 £199
 Audio Research LS8 (Pre) £1499  £1199
Audio Research VTS (Power) £3499 £2999
Unison Simply 4 (Integrated) £1595 £1295
- Graaf 13.582 (Pre) £3995 £3395
Driven here by the tasteful Swedish Primare CD Graof GM20 (Power) £2995  £2495
player and its matching 100 watts per channel amplifier is m:‘dit:"g'a‘;"(E‘;i‘fa(fe‘:)"l"ye') g?gg 22332
a pair of British made Wilson Benesch Orators - a Michell Micra/RB300 arm (T/table) £099  £599
|oudspeoker design of world beating pedigree. Pink Triangle Torantello/RB300 (T/table) ~ £899 £699
Costle Severn Mk2 (Spkrs) £599 £499
Quite simply, this system produces an (ﬂstle Kendal (Spkrs) £399  £299
s Chario Syntar 100 (Spkrs) £249 £199
awesome soynd, and at crout.wd £6,500 it's not KEF 035 (Spks) o o
one with which to create musical wallpaper - it Meridian DSP5000 {Digital Spkrs) £3885  £3295
simply demands to be heard, rewarding the Opera P‘ﬂ'eﬂu(spkrs)k £795  £645
listener with hours of tireless music. ::gﬁz ;2:22:22 ggg::k::; gggg i;z;g
e b ' : ProAc Response 4.0 {Spkrs} £13,000 £4995
By ‘high-end” standards this system ProAc Response 5.0 (Spkrs) £9000  £5995
offers outstanding value for money. Yet the Wilson Benestch Orator (Spkrs) $2900  £1900
presence of such craftsmanship and msﬂn alenei(?SAEm) (Spkrs) “503332 g:;z
. 0 . ilson Witt 1 (Spkrs ,
technological excellence in your home also Wison 5.1 (Spks) §17500  £10,950
demonstrates your understanding of, and Quod ESL63 (Spkrs) £3500  £1950
serious investment in, one of the most Sonus faber Elector Amator 1 (Spkrs) £2700 £1500
s hi-fi ilabl I Pioneer SD-T4000 {40” TV} £3300 £1750
exclusive ni-f systems available, as well as Pioneer SD-T5000 (50" TV) £4000 £2000
one that's so pleasantly understated! Pioneer PDP-501HX (Plasma TV) £13449  £9999
USED BARGAINS (Phone for full list)

NASA design experience has Moth Monoblock power amps £199
been furned o domestic hii installafion KRELL & MARTIN LOGAN R pehec o
@z © domesh SIEGHONS : Dencn DLD 1700 CD Player £119

with an incomparably informative CD player and .| _ J

matching integrated amplifier by American luminaries
‘n
J WestOne

Krell - a company that has become hugely popular with
THE WORLD'S FINEST Hi-Fl

experienced hi-fi enthusiasts.
LONDON WIM 7LH

26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET
TEL: 0171 486 8262/3

NORTHAMPTON

32 GOLD STREET
TEL: O1604 637871

PETERBOROUGH

35-42 COWGATE
TEL: O1733 341755

We're recommending that all this information
and true 150 watts per channel power should drive o
poir of the near transparent Martin Llogan
electrostatics. When we say ‘near transparent’ we
mean it - you can see right through these speakers -
like an open window into any recording!

If you can discern the difference
between sound that merely ‘impresses’ and the
qualities of uncanny realism with deep musical
emotion that can
actually ‘move you to
tears’, then we believe
you could be
overwhelmed by a
home demonstration!

NAGRA
YAMAHA

MOTH  NAD
WILSON BENESCH

MERIDIAN ~ MICHELL  MISSION

VIDICRON ~ WILSON

MARTIN LOGAN
THORENS  UNISON

MAGNAPLANAR
THETA

ELL  LEXICON  LINN  LOEWE
STANDS UNIQUE ~ SUMIKO  TEAC
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Visit our website at www.hi-fiworld.co.uk or send your e-mails to edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

LETTER OF THE MONTH

GETTING STUCK IN

First of all thanks for a great mag - It's the only down-to-earth,
non-bombastic Hi Fi monthly that doesn't at the same time go
to the opposite extreme. My question: regards DIY 'speakers veg-
sus their mass-market brethren.

A few years ago, inspired by HFW, | designed and construct-
ed myself a pair of loudspeakers using Audax drive units - in
particular the HT170FO0 fibreglass-coned bass/mid and
TWO025MO tweeter: Now | know the Audax HT series with their
stamped steel chassis don't sound nearly as good as their die-
cast equivalents, but to me these 'speakers worked wonders for
my system. Total cost circa £230.

About 18 months later, in a fit of pique, | decided (don't ask
why) that they needed altering. | trashed the nice piano black
18mm MDF cabinets and replaced them with slightly smaller
cabinets made of 15mm chipboard (yes, you read correctly) fin-
ished with sticky-back viny! pretending to be black marble.
Total cost of that? About fifty dabs. Whilst | would like to erase
this atrocity from my past, I'm afraid | cannot. | now have a pair
of 'speakers which do admittedly sound quite good, but which
look, well, let's just say "very eighties".

| desperately want a pair of decent-looking 'speakers. What |
need to know is, should I bite the bullet, nip down the road and
buy a set of wonderfully-finished (and well reviewed) Eltax
Symphony 6's at the knock-down price of £150 or shouid |
spend another £100-odd quid getting properly made MDF cabi-
nets done by someone who knows what they are doing? If so,
can you recommend any firm in particular or would the locaf
cabinetmaker do as good a job {obviously | have a design pre-
pared).

Thanks for any advice you can give,

Bruce Leyden, Edinburgh

First, there’s not much wrong with the Symphony 6s, especially as they
are now long enough in the tooth to have lost some of their brightness.
I'm afraid | have no idea whether or not you'll be reading this in time fo
buy the pair you've seen but if you are, | would slightly query the price
- the 65 are four-going-on-five now; the reduction over the original
price doesn't seem that much to e,

Your home-made loudspeakers sound ‘interesting’ to say the least,
liknow its not invariably the case but in many instances ‘the best' dri-
vers do nokyield the best results so don't be too self-conscious about
the lower specified Audaxes. From my own experience at audiojum-
bles, I'm often staggered at the execrable cabinets in which manufac-
turers mounted good units. Whitely Stentorian were masters at this,
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especially with their rather letching cambrit bass cones, for which they
used to sell cabinet kits seemingly made of balsa and hardboard.
Wharfedale's excellent Super 8 used fo find itself in some odd places
as well; even the Tannoy dual-concentrics suffered from some very
wobbly joinery over the years.

In any case, chipboard has ifs uses, especially for knocking some-
thing up to try it out. If you haven't tested the design you're thinking of,
this might still be an avenue: another layer, say some veneered ply-
wood, properfy glued to the chipboard carcase (if it works) will give a
double benefit. Not only will it have cost less than the full-thickness
material but also cabinet resonance is befter suppressed by two glued
layers than by one thick piece.

I'm not sure that £100 will get you very far with a professional
cabinet maker - I'm willing to stand corrected but | would guess that
your bill could easily be twice this. Many timber merchants offer a cut-
ting-to-size service at so much per cut. Having tried this, | haven't
found the cost fo be exhorbitant and the edges are dead straight! This
method obviously demands butted rather than mitred joints but given
the strength of modern wood glues, | wouldn't worry over-much.

Perhaps on balance you may wish to zoosh down the road for
those Eltaxes but remember: it's the principal of the thing! RMW

Results like this aren’t easily
achieved at home!

HI.El wAapILn



A LITTLE HARSH

Dear Hi-fi World,

| find that some of my CDs (pop CDs mainly) have got a sharp
top end which make listening fatuiging at times. Do you have
any ideas to remidy this problem? In my opinion, a simple solu-
tion would be to tweak the top end a little using tone controls.
My amp does not have them so | was thinking of using a MF X-
Tone to do this when listening to these CDs but | cannot find
any dealers who sell them. Would a change of speaker cables
and interconnects improve things?

If so, what would you suggest? Preferably, | would like to
keep my set up as it is but | don't mind suggestions of better
components. My setup consists of a Cambridge Audio CD4SE,
Denon PMA-350SE amp, ALTO Il DIY speakers from South
Coast Speakers, Audioquest Topaz interconnect and Ixos
Gamma 6003 speaker cables.

Khairil Osman,
ko99r@ecs.soton.ac.uk.

Rather than the equipment being the problem, | think you could merely
be suffering from CD-itus. Pop CDs as you rightly notice can be a tire-
some lot. Recordings are now mastered at increasingly high levels.
These types of recordings can be very mid-heavy and the lack of a
wide frequency range results in a compressed letterbox of sound that
can be really hard work! The same effect can also be found in classical
vocal and piano music.

I'm led to believe that the X-tone, unfortunately, has been discon-

VARSITY BLUES

As a first year student without mega rich parents to bleed
money from, | had to buy my system second hand. It's probably
total crap compared to some of the suff in your magazine. Stuff
which, incidentally, | covet like a mad thing filled with the
dreams of the dispossessed.

Anyway the system is. Musical Fidelity Elektra E1 amp,
Marantz CD 67 SE and Tannoy Mercury M2s.The interconnect
is a no-name black thing with gold plugs which have tarnished
and the speaker cabel is Gale Elctronics XL315.

I live in halls so | have to keep the volume down. The prob-
lem is that at low levels | get no soundstage at all just left/right
and no depth. On my favourite music - 20th century classical
like Stravinsky and Berio - it sounds totally lifeless. Is it my ears,
my perception, or the way equipment is designed and manufac-
tured? Why is it that only with the volume control up at around
11 or 12 o'clock does the sound come alive? What can | do?
Being povery stricken | have no more than £30-£50 to spend.

Terry Vaughan
Didsbury

Manchester

M20 2ST
etterryv@lycosmail.com

HI-FI WORLD
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tinued, and not that many were actually made. It seems that the hi-fi
lover regards any kind of EQ as an impurity, Which is, to a certain
extent, codswallop, because many studio recordings are badly EQ'd
and need a helping hand when played at home.

As for alternatives, there’s basically nothing like it on the con-
sumer market. If a second-hand one doesn't appear in our classifieds,
short of draping wet towels over the speakers (not really advisable)
there’s not that much that can be done. Maybe turning to sSmoother
cables such as Chord Company's musical Chameleon interconnect
could easse the pain a little. Failing that, dig out your old turntable, or
buy a new Pro-ject Debut. You may find the brittleness would have
miraculously disappeared, as long as you have the records, that is! SP

MPF’s X-Tone -
Now the ex-tone!

Although us audio journalists are very quick to applaud the merits of
various “sound stages” in equipment, we are also quick to forget that
quite often it is the recording that will demonstrate the sound stage
rather than an amp, ‘speaker or CD player. The sound staging of your
system is often only as good as it is on the recording. Taken it as read
that the recording’s good, in general you tend to find that excellent
sound staging is usually found in more expensive or high end gear.

In your case, though, things could maybe be finely tuned by
investing in a new pair of interconnects. And as you've written a well-
constructed letter that's been published, you can have a pair on us!!
You could also play around with varying the space between your
‘speakers, or toe them in a little as this can sometimes make a slight
difference. You can therefore spend your £30-50 in the Union bar!

As far as the 11/12 ‘o clock question is concerned, it depends
how mch of a headbanger you are, but seeing as you listen to Berio,
that'’s irrelevant, The E1 will deliver 30W per channel, which should be
enough to drive the Tannoys but you may indeed have to crank up the
volume a tad to achieve a decent level. I'm in total sympathy with you
in that music needs to be played at a certain level to involve you more,
which unless you inhabit a crofter’s cottage near Glencoe can some-
times bit of a problem with modern living. Just ask my neighbours.
SP
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11 New Quebec St, London W1
Walrus Systems

allaerts Vinyl compared to CD is like

amaz‘t’” colour on large format fine

art (0} 0 D

argzncousﬁca grain film compared to black mvl

art and white on 35mm. ”°‘epegeC:

audible illusions e

audio note Don't believe it? phy cables

audio physic firfus

audio synthesis N , F:o_- ct

avantgarde Come and visit London’s pro-je
rega turntables

canary audio premier turntable retailer to strumenti acustici-
Amazon Audio Model One P find out what your vinyl is _di precisione
decca london Capable of. = yz::‘i
dnm _ . sugden
ear yoshino We have unrivalled tci cables
?rgfl’ experience in matching and tom evans
na " 5
graham setting up vinyl players and ~ totem
haios ancillaries to sound at their transfiguration
- ) . trilogy
living voice best, and this guarantees (ror
By morch your long term satisfaction. viah G hul
musical fidelity vereer
. . . vienna acoustics
Simon Yorke Designs Series 9 Les & Pete VEmmura
-churchill

2 year guarantee

In-shop servicing tel: 020 7724 7224

Major credit/debit fax: 020 7724 4347
cards welcome - .

Interest free cregit €-Mail: mail@walrus.co.uk

(subject to status) Web: www.walrus.co.uk

CD Burners

SUMSEONS MATRIX HE-FI  wias

NEW HI-END HI-FI PREVIOUSLY CHERISHED HI-FI
Michell Gyro Deck/Bronze/RB300 £1,199.00 Quad 77 Pre-amp £ 39500 W
Micro Deck/RB250 £ 549.00 77 Power Amp £ 395.00
Delphini Phono Stage/Large PSU £ 895.00 77 Tuner £ 395.00
Orca Pre; Amp/Large PSU £1,650.00  Including Remote, All boxed and MINT
Henley Pro-ject Classic/Cherry/9 Arm /510 £ 449.00 Magneplaner SMGa Pair, Oak/Brown £ 420.00
Alchemist Nexus CD 24Bit DAC £ 599.00 Apogee Minor Ribbon Hybrid, Pair £ 600.00
Rothwell Indus Pre-Amp, Passive £ 499.00 Quad 337303 £ 150.00
Rubicon Power Amp £ 949.00 Tripletone valve amp, 4 watt per chan. £ 8500

« NEW HI-END HI-FI
* VINTAGE HI-FI FOR SALE & WANTED

MICHELL - ALCHEMIST, CELESTION, QED, AUDIOQUEST, TARGET - ETC...
NEW AND VINTAGE VALVES - INTERCONNECTS & SPEAKER - OFC & SILVER

WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE SPANNING OVER 30 YEARS, FOR ENQUIRIES OR SHOWROOM -

A CONTROVERSIAL CHAT, ASK FOR DAVE OR LEE.

PHONE: (01322) 292391 65 DARENTH ROAD
FAX :(01322) 229908 DARTFORD

E-MAIL:MA TRIXHIFI@QHOTMAIL.COM

WEB: WWW.MATRIX-CS.CO.UK FREE -EASY PARKING KENT DALl 1LU.
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21st CENTURY TAPE
HISS

| have a lot of off-air concert tapes, mostly recorded in the late
70's and early 80's on to C120 cassettes, and would like to
make them more permanent by putting them on CD. I'm getting
some high frequency interference and the odd click (it sounds
like a Dolby tape being played back without Dolby but worse
and | don't use Dolby!) when | play the newly recorded CD.
The music seems to save OK as a .WAV file on my PC's hard
disk and even seems to playback OK from the hard disk.

I'm using a SoundBlaster 16 soundcard in a 233MHz PC
with 32Mb of RAM. The CD-RW is a new Yamaha 8x4x24
device. I've noticed the same problem with a tape recorded off
air via the analogue line out from my Sky Digital receiver. I'm
using Adaptec CD Creator version 4 which was bundled with
the Yamaha.

Do you think it's a multiplex - type problem? I've tried
dropping the digital sampling resolution when recording onto
my PC from 48k stereo to 22k but the problem persists. A diag-
nostic walk through would be appreciated and including exactly
which boxes to check and uncheck when setting up to record as
a .WAV file. Please help before my concert collection unravels,
fades or snaps completely!

Mike Robinson, via email.

First thing to do is click on the speaker icon in your Windows tool bar
to call up the Volume Control. Go into OPTIONS/

PROPERTIES and select “adjust volume for recording’. Click all the
boxes in the “show the following volume controls' and you'llget a big
row of faders appear. Make sure LINE is selected, and all the other
inputs switched off. Likewise, on playback, mute everything except
LINE.

Next, record your tape with sound recording software, ensuring
the level is set correctly. Refer back to Windows' recording volume
control and the LINE IN fader to set this so the signal only occasionally
goes into the red. Ensure also that you're recording at 16-bit, 44.1kHz
- you don't say why you chose 48kHz but it's always best to keep all
audio in the computer to CD's own sampling rate if you're going to
subsequently burn it to CD - sample rate conversion degrades the
sound and could actually be introducing the digi-noise you're getting.
Next go to CONTROL PANEL/ MULTIMEDIA/ AUDIO PROPERTIES and

L Wworld mail

check the preferred device is your SoundBlaster for both recording and
playback. Don't forget to reboot if you need to make any changes.

Then make your recording. Is there any noise when playing
through your soundcard? Try taking the soundcard's LINE OUT into
your hi-fi just to check what's really going on. If you do get a noise
here, your soundcard could be faulty.

If you're not getting any noise yet, check your CD burner and
software are installed correctly. Go to CONTROL PANEL/
SYSTEM/DEVICE MANAGER, find your Yamaha and click on it. If
Windows reports "this device is working properly’, it at least means it's
correctly installed. Next go into EZCD settings, and check it's config-
ured for your Yamaha CD-RW Insert a high quality (Sony, Philips,
TDK efc.) CD-R biank into the Yamaha - CD-RWs or cheapo CD-Rs
sometimes play up or don't work on some audio CD players very well.
Go into EZCD CD's record options and check it's configured to close
the session when it's finished, and that it's working in Disc-at-Once
mode. Track-at-Once introduces annoying two second gaps between
tracks and clicks too.

Burn at 1x speed, and listen to your CD - if you're still getting
noise then the problem has to be down to a hardware fault. As you've
eliminated all the software/ operating system variables that cause the
problem, it's now a matter of substituting as many bits as you can
(soundcard, CD-burner and even motherboard) to find the offending
article. DP

ADAPTEC

On &

Pust Your, World

Easy Peezy!

Every letter we print wins a superb prize! On offer are The Chord Co.
interconnects, Audio Electronics books, Ringmat Statmats, and a FREE
subscription to Hi-Fi World for the best letter of the month! Please write, fax
or e-mall to Hi-Fi World Mail, Suite G4, Imex Hse, The Park Business
Centre, Kilbumn Park Road, London NW6 5LF. Fax: +44 (0)171 328 1844
E-malil: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk
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MICHELL ORBE

Millennium Special Edition

Michell will be offering 50
numbered Limited Edition
Gold plated Orbes
complete with SME V Gold
Plated tonearms,
to commemorate the coming
Millennium....

A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

For details contact:
Michell Engineering Ltd, 2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 4SL
Tel: 0181 953 0771 Fax: 0181 207 4688
e-mail: john@michell-engineering.co.uk Website: www.michell-engineering.co.uk

Trichord Research Limited

DO NOT UNDER-ESTIMATE
THE POWER OF CLEAN MAINS!

‘Powerblock 500° mains conditioner
500 Watts of clean power for your hi-fi system (1KW version also available)
Available now for only £299 + carriage
14 day trial period - refund if not satisfied. For further details:

Trichord Research Ltd, 6 Woodlands Close, Malvern Wells, Worcestershire, WR 14 4JD
Tel: +44 (0) 1684 573524 Fax: + 44 (0) 1684 577380
email: graham@trichordresearch.com. Website: www.trichordresearch.com
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Parallel

L leview

Simon Pope digs the groove with
something snazzy from Clearaudio.

EXISTENCE

grey and rather drab exterior can
often conceal a host of high end
udiophile components that

sound just grrreat, but look like a wet
Sunday afternoon. Then there’s the oppo-
site. A high-tech visual
delight that will wake you
up, make your morning
espresso and do every-
thing else under the sun -
except play music the
way you want it. Then
you have that comparative
rarity; something that
looks so cool it has your
pals purring, that also
happens to include excel-
lent engineering and the
ability to make music.
Enter Clearaudio’s
Evolution turntable, with
parallel-tracking Tangent
arm and Sigma Moving
Coil cartridge.

The Evolution turntable
is the next step up the ladder from the
Solution. It has a more traditional
turntable shape than its three-legged
cousin and stands on three large
machined stainless steel spikes. A bubble
spirit-level is built in, and a hole is cut
into which fits the heavy motor complete
with resplendent blue power light. The
rubber belt then wraps around the frosted
plastic platter from the 33/45rpm motor
pulley to complete what is a simple but
effective way of revolving the vinyl.
Things start to look a little more compli-
cated when you look at the arm. A solid
Dural base supports the perspex frame
which in turn supports a tensioned steel
cable. Along this runs the carriage for the
cartridge. It all seems very complicated
and precarious at first, but is in practise a
piece of cake and not as delicate as it
looks. The only task you really have to
face is setting the tracking weight. Once
this is completed by adjusting the counter-
balance to the rear of the cartridge you're
ready to rock ‘n roll.

Using this set-up really brings the

HI-FI'WORLD

sense of ceremony back into audio. You
have to swing the whole arm up 90
degrees until it safely clicks to put on the
record. Pulling out a small metal button

allows the arm to be lowered again and a

This Evolution is not a cheap option -
the whole shebang will cost you just the
right side of £3000, but it looks and ‘
sound so good that you can almost forgive
the outlay. It plays records in a way that

reaffirms my opinions on

{ the sound of vinyl.

Clearaudio Evolution
turntable £1095
Clearaudio Tangent arm
£1175

Clearaudio Sigma MC
cartridge £590

Audio Reference Ltd.,
Unit 8&9, Enterprise Park,
Slyfield Industrial Estate,
Guildford,

Surrey GU1 1RB

Tel: 01483 575344

small lever atop the arm lowers the car-
tridge to the record accompanied, let’s
hope, by an inky black silence before the
music starts. A bit of a palaver? Perhaps,
yes, but It's quite enjoyable in a snobbish
high-end sort of way!

Hardly Rock ‘n Roll, but equally musi-
cally involving is a record | have of pieces
for ‘cello and organ expertly executed by
Ofra Harnoy bowing with Michael Bloss
on the pipes. This is a warm recording in
a spacious ecclesiastical acoustic. The
‘cello refrained from sounding scratchy
and the organ had both depth and delica-
cy. | almost forgotten | was reviewing,
which doesn’t happen very often!

Changing tack to test out the
Evolution’s grip on rhythm, | lowered the
Sigma onto Talvin Singh’s Traveller from-
the album OK and was treated to some of
the best sounds ever to grace my portals.
Through the speakers came a deep and
low bass that shook my bones coupled
with an exciting, rhythmic kick that soon
had me gyrating in my listening chair -
full marks in the involvement stakes.

MAY 2000

STRAIGHT TALKING!

Parallel tracking arrangements have a
history dating way back. The theory is
simple: the needie tracks radially in
exactly the same way as the cutter
did - tracking error 0°. The difficulty lies
in making carriages and tracks which do
not contribute more friction and
consequent groove damage than the +2°
error typical of a 9” pivotted arm.
Cartridges commonly have an axial tol-
erance of a least +3°, so in practice a
parallel tracker needs an uncommonly
low friction co-efficient to justify the
extra complications.

WORLD VERDICT

Expensive, but gorgeous looks and
excellent sound somehow make the
price more acceptable!

Measured Performance see page 111
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All the instruments had tonal
signatures and the loud-
speakers clarity coupled
with a realistic soundstage
gave the impression of
almost being in the Wigmore
hall, without the coughs and
dropped programs of course.
Simon Pope Hi Fi World

The quality of the bass and
the subtle dynamic contrasts
it can convey puts conven-
tional box loudspeakers to
shame. This speaker has
true grip and poise, and
doesn't slop around mud-
dling detail. Paul
Messenger hi Fi Choice

......... the truth

The Veritas 20 reproduced
the sense of scale, instru-
ment placement and depth
with superb naturalness,
while tonal balance was full
and realistic. Certainly a
big, generous sound. David
Berriman Hi Fi News

A range of 9 loudspeakers from £1000, to £6000.
All Veritas loudspeakers employ the unique IBL SystemTM

Veritas Horn Systems Ltd. Manor Farm Barns. Glandford. Holt
Norfolk. NR25 7JP
Tel +44 (0)1263 741417. Fax +44 (0)1263 740937
E-mail veritas@dircon.co.uk
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Adaptec's Easy CD Creator 3.5 was a good
but not perfect package. Adaptec have
replied with version 4.0, which promises a
number of improvements. David Price

investigates...

daptec's Easy CD Creator was one
of the first 'CD authoring' pack-
ges around, and for a long time

pretty much had the market to itself. But
now the competition's hotted up, and
Adaptec have returned with EzCD 4.0
which positively bristles with new fea-
tures. Most significant is its MP3 compati-
bility - now you just drag'n‘drop your
MP3s to EzCD 4's file menu, click 'Create
CD' and within minutes it has converted
them to PCM and burned them to a blank
CD-R or CD-RW. This is an unbelievably
useful feature, so much so you wonder
why they didn't think of it earlier.

EzCD 4 can also access the CDDB
online Disc Recognition Service, which
identifies the CD you're copying, goes on
to the Internet and downloads all the
artist, album and song information for you
automatically, then writes them to your
CD (providing your burner supports CD
Text). You can also manipulate the tracks
by adding special effects and custom
spacing between songs. And after you've
burned your CD, there's the new Jewel
Case Creator for designing custom CD
labels. Last but not least is the free Liquid
Audio player which lets you download
high quality music from the burgeoning
Liquid Audio site. This is predominantly a
pay-to-download music, but the quality
(both sonic and artistic) is high and there
are plenty of freebies too. For those look-
ing for new music, or just having trouble
getting hold of the stuff you already
like, this is useful.

In use EzCD 4.0 is a major improve-
ment on 3.5, which did the job of burning
CDs well enough but wasn't the breeze to
use its name suggested. My main problem

HI-FI WORLD

L computer audio

ADAPTEC

purYour World On €3

with it was the “wizard', which as any
Windows user (you poor troubled soul,
you) knows, is Big Bill's term for a pro-
gram within a program that steers you
through the process of doing whatever it
is you need to - like installing new hard-
ware for example.

When you clicked on EzCD 3.5, it
would load up and launch the wizard
automatically. The problem was that the
darned thing used to obstruct you from
doing anything you wanted to, if you did-
n't want to burn a CD at that very
moment. It was a pain in the parallel port,
and about as magic as a match trick. Now
though, as soon as EzCD 4.0 has loaded,
it goes straight into the main program and
lets you get on with what you want to do.
True, it does interfere a bit, in the form of
an animated cartoon character, but you
can despatch the little cyber pest with one
click of the mouse, never to be seen
again. And once told to get lost, he
vacates the space with satisfying speed,
almost as if he knows he isn't
welcome anymore.

To burn a CD then, you just select
the files (.WAV or MP3, or any combina-
tion thereof) you want to burn in the FILE
WINDOW, drag them down to the CD
WINDOW, and click on CREATE CD. You
then just select the speed and you're off. If
you want more control you can click on
DETAILS (just as you would with, say,
Dial Up Networking) and choose Disc-At-
Once, Session-At-Once, Close Session,
and so on. Overall, it's far easier and less
fussy than EzCD 3.5, and a joy to use.

Unlike its predecessor, | can unre-
servedly recommend Easy CD Creator 4.0.
If you simply want to burn CDs - as

straightforwardly as you'd switch your
video on and off - this is definitely the one
to go for. But there are now some rivals
which offer various options and possibili-
ties, at the expense of ease of use - check
out our website at www.hi-fiworld.co.uk/caw
for details.

Adaptec Easy CD Creator 4.0  £49°
www.adaptec-europe.com.

4 BETTER- EzCD 4's
improvements in full:

- MP3 support

- CDDB online music database access

- Gap Edit control (sets gap time
between tracks)

- Track Transition Effects (fades in, out
or crossfades between tracks)

- Spin Doctor (now rips .WAV to MP3)

- CD Text compatibility

- Digital Audio Extraction engine
features improved jitter correction

- Liquid Music Player

- Free MP3s included

- Jewel Case Creator has better tem
plates and label support ,

- Web-Check-up (auto updates EzCD
patches and drivers from Net)

- Windows 2000 support

WORLD VERDICT
D224

Big improvement on 3.5 withMP3 and
better user interface. Super general
purpose.
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computer audio

MP3, unmatched

David Price reckons MusicMatch's latest Jukebox Deluxe 4.1 is a
veritable milestone in MP3.

P3 is getting ever more popu-
lar and the choice of free
music now available on the

Net would boggle even the mind of
Einstein. The problem is that few pieces
of software have so far really

Match Jukebox 4 comes with it pre-
installed and ready to go! This

means MM) not only offers an integrated
recorder (ripper), playlist and player, for
maximum ease of use, but state-of-the-art

got to grips with this confusing
little file format. This is where
an all-in-one package such as
Music Match Jukebox comes
in. Instead of having to use
separate rippers and players (as has been
the case until recently), you can record
MP3s, playlist them and play them in one
go. It's the computer audio equivalent of
an all-singing, all-dancing stack system
instead of a pile of temperamental hi-fi
separates. The problem of course is that,
as we all know too well, all-in-one stack
systems sound dreadful because their
insides are the cheapest their manufactur-
ers can get away with. Funnily enough,

[
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this has also been the case with MP3 sys-
tems too. . .

This is because existing all-in-ones
like Jet Audio have used poor MP3
CODECs. Some - like the Xing - are fast
but sound nasty. Others like Fraunhofer's
are slower but give superb sonic results at
the top 256kbps rate - easily as good as
the best FM radio or MiniDisc. Until now,
if you wanted hi-fi MP3s you had to
download and manually install the
Fraunhofer CODEC yourself. This was a
right pain, so thank heavens that Music

coding and decoding for the best possible
sound.

San Diego-based Music Match Inc.
have been making MP3 software for sev-
eral years now, and claim to have been
co-developers of MP3 technology.
They're certainly a big name in computer
audio, but | can't honestly say I've been
impressed with their earlier products. So
it was all the more pleasant to find that
MM) worked without a hitch. It installed
itself faultlessly, found the directory on
my hard drive where | keep my MP3s,
defaulted to that and built a playlist all by
itself in under a minute. Ripping music
CDs was simply a matter of putting one
in my CD drive, clicking on the tracks |
wanted recorded onto my hard drive as
MP3s, and pressing the RECORD button.
MM duly started digitally extracting and
compressing the music (far faster than
real time) and added it to the Library win-
dow. MM) will record from an any source
connected up to your Windows system,
so if your soundcard has an onboard ana-
logue-to-digital convertor you can rip
your vinyl or tape collection too. Pressing
the NET MUSIC button will get you on-
line (provided you've got an Internet
facility), open up a special mini web
browser and take you to its home page
(www.musicmatch.com) where you can
find loads of new MP3 music. As far as
I'm concerned, you can forget all the on-
line trickery - it's nice to have but what
counts for me is sound quality and ease
of use. On both these issues Music Match
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Jukebox Deluxe is excellent. | can think
of no criticisms, other that an Easy CD
Creator-style CD burning option would
make it the most complete package you
could want - but | guess you can't have
everything. Overall, if you want to get
into the weird and wonderful world of
Internet music, or just to rip some top
tunes for listening while you work, this is
the one to have.

Music Match jukebox Deluxe £39.99

Koch Distribution 01256 707767

FEATURES:.

- Music Library Database, sorting
by preference, genre, mood, artist,
track & title, plus individual track
search facility.

- 5x digital audio extraction and
256kbps (max) MP3 ripping using
Fraunhofer Advanced engine.

- Digital signal processing including
defeatable multi-band equaliser,
normalisation, fade ins, fade outs,
clipping.

- Line in recording from external
analogue line level source, with
twin RCA phono-stereo minijack
connection cable.

- Free product CD including 50 free
MP3 songs and one free software
version

WORLD VERDICT

DI £

Superb sound, impressive flexibility

and tremendous ease of use make it
the best all-in-one MP3 package
around at present. Heartily
recommended.
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THE NEX GENERATION

g computer audio

It's still early days for MP3 players, and each new one seems a major
advance on the last. So how does Frontier Labs' NEX measure up - latest
and greatest or just another also-ran? David Price finds out.

evolve. The Diamond Multimedia Rio

PMP300 was the first to reach British
shores and was a fascinating if crude por-
tent of things to come. Then came its imi-
tators, and then came the Rio 500, com-
plete with nearly all its predecessor's bugs
ironed out - the first true second genera-
tion machine, you could say. Where then
does that leave the NEX? | found it to be
an interesting mix of the two. In some

It's been fun watching MP3 portables

respects it's superb, in others not so hot.
Here's why.

My biggest reservations about MP3
walkies to date have been [1] variable
sound quality and (2] limited playback
time (i.e. only 32MB of flash memory).
The others, ranging from poor ergonomics
and iffy build to short battery life and

portable in a direct A-B.

Special EFX's 'Masterpiece’, a nice
slice of drum’n'bass-infused jazz fusion
sounded sweet, warm and musical. It was
an involving performance that really
seemed to communicate the emotion of
the song, rather than just its mechanics.
By contrast, the MD walkie sounded less
confident and more aloof. True, the NEX
doesn't have the beefiest analogue output
stage in the world - bass was a tad light-
weight - but overall it played music like
no other MP3 portable, Rio 500 notwith-
standing. I've heard.

Big thumbs up then if sound quality
is your bag, but elsewhere the NEX does-
n't score quite so highly. Although the
smallest (69x69x21mm) and lightest play-
er I've come across - it makes the likes of

rows of six small silver buttons aren't the
easiest way to find your way round the
players numerous functions!

In other respects the player is truly
impressive - the packaging is great, with a
neat little slip case, combined user manu-
al and set-up CD (which installed fault-
lessly) plus a freebie MP3 CD from
Riffage.com. There's also the fact that its
display is backlit, the parallel port transfer
system was reasonably quick, battery life
is better than many (and from just one
AAA cell) and the its supplied headphones
are better than most rivals (not difficult,
admittedly). Factor in the supplied Music
Match Jukebox 4 (complete with superb
sounding Fraunhofer CODEC) and its low
price ($179.99 US inc. carriage from
Frontier Labs' secure site, delivery in

dodgy software, are important but ulti-
mately what matters most is the ability to
play music out in the field.

The NEX addresses my big two
gripes superbly. It comes with 64MB of
flash memory as standard, giving around
half an hour of top quality (256kps) music
(or much longer if you don't mind a slight
sonic drop), and for longer listening times
you can add another 32MB later. [t also
sounds great - as good as, if not better
than the new Rio 500. True, the analogue
output stage isn't as beefy as, say, the
jazPiper, but put through my reference hi-
fi system it positively sang with 256kbps,
Fraunhofer encoded MP3s. To my ears, it
even bettered Sony's latest £200 MD

Hi-FI WORLD

the jazPiper and Rio look ridiculously big
by comparison - its quality of finish does-
n't inspire confidence. Although it sells at
a bargain-basement price, I'm not con-
vinced how well it will stand the sort of
day-to-day punishment that MP3 walkies
get. Likewise the NEX Manager isn't the
most robust around, and unless you fol-
low the user instructions to the letter, you
get worrying error messages. When | tried
to download two tracks simultaneously,
which it seemingly permits, | eventually
got a 'player error’ warning. Frankly, the
NEX deserves a slicker software interface.
Final gripe are its ergonomics, which
aren't quite up there with BMW dash-
boards in the easy-to-use stakes - two

3-7days), and the NEX is the one to
choose if sound per pound is your num-
ber one priority.

Frontier Labs NEX £110

www.super-online-mall.com
www.frontierlabs.com

WORLD VERDICT
JJJCE

Great sound and storage capacity at
a very low price
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audio ouffits that dreamt up the inno-
vative M3PO CD and MP3 player
we’ve reviewed this month, but German

It wasn’t one of Britain’s cutting edge

company TerraTec (www.terratec.co.uk).
Good on them. | have been suggesting
to UK manufacturers for some time now
that they take computer audio seriously,
but there’s been little response. No MP3
players, few multimedia loudspeakers
and certainly nothing as imaginative as
the M3PO. The audio business seems
reluctant to embrace computer audio, so
the dynamic computer business looks
set to embrace it instead.

| like TerraTec. Their handbook talks
enthusiastically about the LP right along-
side geek talk about *Fraunhofer engines
(Fraunhofer Institute,
www.iis.fhg.de/famm/techinf/layer3/layer
3faq), 3.5in ATAPI
IDE hard drives and
the ease with which
you can whip said

drive in and out of
your player, as if
this is as easy as
finding your way to
the local.

| love it. The rea-

ously see MP3 as an

enthusiasts play-

ground, de-commoditising (I'll explain
this ugly but useful word in a minute)
audio in a new and intriguing way.

The Japanese commoditised audio
some time ago. By this | mean they
turned it into a simple commodity pur-
chase, where buying criteria are basics
like price and features. A microwave is a
commodity, so is a TV. It's difficult to
make an argument for quality with a
commaodity.

The LP was never commoditised and
nor could it be with any ease, being too
crude and variable a technology. It took
care and attention to get the best from it
and, no matter what you did, vinyl
never would submit fully to science.
Granted, record players were a night-
mare for the man in the street but if you
could get past bouncing the stylus termi-

in business. | run a Garrard 401
turntable mounted on a Bastin plinth, on
which sits a glorious 12in SME312 arm
fitted with a Goldring 1042 cartridge.

nally in the run-in groove then you were

L column

Playing through our own KLPP1 valve
phono preamplifier this setup easily out-
performs CD as a source. | use CD
because | have to, and because it is con-
venient.

The Compact Disc was fully com-
moditised from the outset. Every part of
it was carefully designed, completely
understood and therefore perfectly con-
trollable. A pinnacle of technology, it
promised a great leap forward in sound
quality. In reality, like all commoditised
audio, sound quality took a back seat to
convenience and facilities. It never was
very good, still isn’t and with the right
measuring equipment, it's easy to see
why. But that’s another story. My point
is, CD has always been a closed system
that’s resistant to modification and
improvement. Now that CD players

The M3PO offers a
glimpse of what is
just around the corner.
It’s a crossover product

... from the fast moving

son is TerraTec obvi- - COMpuUter world.

refuse to play computer discs they are
starting to look more restrictive than
ever.

I make the distinction between
open and closed systems for two
main reasons. Closed systems are
unable to evolve through research
and development. They protect a
monopoly position and tend to
nurture this behaviour. Compact
Disc is restrained by a raft of
patents held by Philips and Sony.
The distinction between computer
and audio CD-Rs exists only to ’
protect music business royalties. It
too is restrictive and confusing for
consumers.

There are good arguments in
favour of royalties needed to fund
original research or intellectual
property. In my logical moments |
fully support them. But | also
have a gut feeling that there’s
something deeply flawed in all
this.

HI-FI WORLD

Computer audio is bringing back the
interest factor to hi-fi and, by de-com-
moditising it, will stimulate develop-
ment. People now have computer discs
to play, compiled at home. Unlike a CD
player the M3PO will play them as well
as audio discs. It doesn’t care about
open sessions with no Table Of Contents
or closed sessions with one, nor about
normal audio files or MP3s. Add in the
fact that you have a comprehensive
array of programmable functions and the
option of a hard disc to store music and
here you have a radical product, a
mould breaker.

The M3PO offers a glimpse of what
is just around the corner. It’s a crossover
product that brings a much needed
breath of fresh air from the fast moving
computer world to the stagnant and
restrictive world of traditional audio.
Perhaps soon we will have DISC players
and recorders rather than CDs. They
could feed MP3 out to docking MP3
recorders, hook up to computers via a
USB or Firewire link and offer de-com-
moditised sound quality that’s a true
advance on LP, rather than the step back
CD gave us. | hope Britain’s hi-fi manu-
facturers will be there. ®

(* Contrary to current belief, MP3 does
give good quality when properly encod-
ed using a Fraunhofer engine)

poomAoy |9ON
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506.24 CD Player

From Meridian Audio, the inventors of MLP -
the code chosen by the world’s experts for DVD-Audio,
our new uprated CD player, now 24 bit.

Who else would you trust?

Meridian Audio Ltd
Stonehill Stukeley Meadows Huntingdon England PE18 6ED
T 44 (0)1480 52144 F 44 (0)1480 459934

Meridian America Inc

3800 Camp Creek Parkway Building 2400 Suite 122 Atlanta GA 30331
T (404) 344 7111 F (404) 346 7111

BOOTHROYD STUART

_MERIDIAN

http://www.meridian-audio.com




L column

uch as | am loathe to admit
any drawbacks to life in the
fair land of Tooting (‘Just A

Good place To Live . . ), it must be
admitted that the absence of a valve
shop sometimes mars the otherwise
idyllic prospects here.

Contrary to what many transistorised
scoffers are inclined to believe, a valve
is inherently quite a reliable device: in
the course of some thousands of hours’
use it may very well lose some of its
lustre but absolute failure is rare. Thus
the temptation to keep the things on
past their true retirement date is strong.
After all, when you are considering out-
put valves (usually four at a time for
push-pull stereo) the costs soon mount
up. Double triodes for the phase-splitter
and driver sections
have become con-
siderably dearer
recently too.

Consequently | had

let a 6SN7GT work

on too long; the
background paper-
tearing noises were
becoming less
intermittent and
then the left-hand
amplifier began a
series of audible complaints and then
shut up shop altogether. For a ‘lay’ valve
user the situation would be an irritation;
for a hi-fi reviewer, a failed amplifier is
akin to Napoleon’s running out of pile
ointment on the eve of Waterloo -
downright painful and potentially cata-
strophic.

Hence, as | remarked, my lamenta-
tion about Tooting’s lack of a valve shop
(For American readers, | should perhaps
clarify that the many nearby ‘tube sta-
tions’ are not the-same thing at all). Not
so long ago there were still adverts for
‘television and radio’ suppliers in the
local paper, but now you can search the
Tooting Bugle from end to end without
finding anything of the sort.

Indeed, much of the modern retail
trade is less than helpful. The intake of
breath through pursed lips followed by
the inevitable “you won't get them any-
where” must choke off hundreds of
potential enthusiasts in every field,
including audio, every day. It isn't that
the ‘advice’ proffered is meant to be dis-~

couraging; being put into plain English
it simply means “1 don’t know”. There is
no shame in not knowing - where the
trap lies for the unwary is in the know-
ing air with which this lack of knowl-
edge is clothed.

For instance, the other day, whilst
having a tyre changed on my car, the
fitter inflated the tyre to pressure before
the wheel was replaced on the vehicle,
in the avowed belief that pressure was
independent of load. When | let out a
few pounds to correct the over-inflation,
| was told that my gauge was obviously
wrong. If I hadn’t known, I’d still be dri-
ving about with all the dubious benefits
which having one wheel eight pounds
over-pressure confers. What can |
know?

There seemed to be
nothing available in
the world in space to
help me get off the ground
with the hi-fi hobby except
misinformation.

It was the same years ago when |
was starting to take a practical interest
in hi-fi. There seemed to be nothing
available in the world in space to help
me get off the ground with the hifi
hobby except misinformation. | submit-
ted an old transistor amplifier to a
repair shop and was told when |
collected it that “there was
nothing we can do” - old age
was to blame, apparently.
Having nothing to lose, |
opened up the box and
removed the plug-in cir-
cuit boards. Putting
them back again obvi-
ously must have
refreshed the edge con-
tacts because the amp gave
another eighteen months ser-
vice before further attention was
needed. Come to think of it, that
shop closed down a couple of
months ago . . . despite their incom-
petence, | was sorry to see them go -
soon there’ll be nowhere left to get

even the wrong answers any more. This
often happens; a little radio spares shop
in Wimbledon closed down shortly after
I'd found it because a rent increase had
suddenly wiped out any possibility of a
trading profit. Next, a local electronic
repair shop sported its shutters for the
last time about a fortnight before |
decided to enquire after really decent
AF oscillator. Conspiracy theories on a
postcard, please.

In the absence of shops and knowl-
edge, you have to be lucky. With my
valve crisis | was fortunate; an advertise-
ment in a World Supplement caught my
eye: ‘Langrex Supplies - suppliers of
selected valves to the quality’ or some-
thing like that. The address was
Croydon. For an inhabitant of London
SW, Croydon is very nearly civilization.
A quick trip in the car and all was rosy
again. ‘Open to callers’ or ‘trade
counter” is almost a shop, so ‘shops’ can
still be found if you look hard enough.

I say you have to be lucky, but on
second thoughts I'm not so sure: adverts
in magazines are there for all to see; the
internet is (1 guess) brimming with point-
ers; a trip to an audio jumble will help
you in any direction for the sake of a
polite question or two. The question is -

having stubbed your toes,
barked your shins and
grazed your knees on a
wall of knowing igno-
\ rance, will you still be
looking? ®

aMUM Pieyory
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TUBE AMPLIFIERS

Pathos Classic One £995

64 Flixton Road
Urmston
MANCHESTER
M41 5AB
0161 202 9922
email replay@dial.pipex.com
website www.replay.dial.pipex.com

CD/DVD from Audio Analogue, Creck, LFD, Meracus, Musical Fidelity,
NAD, Pink Triangle, Sugden, Teac.

Amplifiers from Audio Analogue, Bryston, Creek, Crimson, LFD, Musical
Fidelity, Pathos, Rothwell, Sonneteer, Sugden, Teac, Trilogy, Unison.
Loudspeakers from Acoustic Energy, Avantgarde Horns, AVI, Audio
Physic, Final Electrostatics, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, Neat, Opera,

Royd, Ruark, Sequence, Triangle, Veritas,

==L SHINDO LABORATORY

Hongo 2Chome Bunkyo-ku T 13-003 an FAX .B1-3-3818-6873 Analogue from Clearaudio, DNM, Michell, Moth, NAD, Origin Live,
Information : http://www.shindo - laboratory.co.jp/index.htm] Ortofon, Project, Roksan etc

Harbeth LS3/5a limited edition ‘Alan Shaw Signature’ finished in Rosewood. Brand
new, sealed / boxed units, sold with full 12 months warranty. Only £ 648.00 pair.
Add a pair of AB-1 bass extenders in Rosewood for only £ 248.00 pair !

Please note: These are the very rare and collectabie final production run version, featuring gold tweeter
mesh and lucky ‘8’ suffix serial numbers, originally built for the demanding Far Eastern market. Limited
stocks, so don’t miss out on this never to be repeated special offer.

Available exclusively from Stirling Broadcast

Tel: 01256 851001 Fax: 01256 851144

Selection of quality Broadcast Audio Equipment, all in MINT condition and sold with 6 months warranty !

Broadcast Turntables: Reel to Reel Tape Machines:
Technics SP10 Mk2 £ 250.00 Revox PR99 Mk2 £ 650.00
Technics SP10 Mk2 BRAND NEW £ 950.00 Revox PR99 Mk3 £ 950.00
Technics SP15 £ 250.00 Studer A810 £ 500.00

EMT 950 £ 650.00 Studer A807 £ 1250

Various: Studer A80 £ 600

Revox C115 Pro 3 Head Cassette Decks £ 500.00 Studer B67 Mk2 £ 500.00

Revox B261 FM RDS Tuners £ 450.00
Technics SLP1200 CD Players £ 450.00
Rogers / Harbeth LS3/5a ( latest type ) £ 398.00
Rogers DB-101 BRAND NEW £ 198.00

Sony WMD-6 Pro Walkman BRAND NEW £ 160.00

Studer C270 £ 600.00

Otari MX-50 £ 650.00

Otari MX-55 ( with trolley ) £ 950.00
Ferrograph Logic 7 £ 250.00
Ferrograph Series 7 £ 200.00

STIRLING BROADCAST Charter Alley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5PX

Tel: 01256 851001 Fax: 01256 851144
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ith maybe a few exceptions
hi-fi retailing is nothing like
fashion, mobile phone or car
sales. This may seem a fairly obvious
statement yet, by and large, hi-fi retailers
have total autonomy of the brands they
chose to stock. With the exception of
Sony centres and - to stretch the term hi-
fi somewhat - Bang and Olufsen, a hi-fi
retailer is free to pick and choose. This
means that whilst those other retailers
may have to stick it out when their affili-
ated manufacturers aren’t flavour of the
month, you hi-fi dealer is free to drop
and collect hi-fi brands at will.
it is for this reason that a consistency
of decent products and, hopefully, good
reviews are forthcoming. The make or
break time for most
manufacturers is
between September
and February - the
hi-fi season. Get a
product well devel-
oped, into the deal-
ers and well
reviewed before this
time and the finan-
cial rewards should
prove handsome.
So, with four long months to go here
are, with the help of my trusty crystal
ball, my tips for the movers and shakers
of the first season of the naughty
noughties. The loudspeaker market is
always especially vulnerable to market

whims. It may come as a surprise to
some pundits, but | really don't see flat
technology ‘speakers making a great
impact - at least not this year.
Wharfedale and Mission’s NXT designs
have already been on the market for
nearly a year now, and have still yet to
ignite the public imagination. So, if it's
to be a box “speaker, then which one?
Well, after a few low spots in the mid-
late nineties, both Tannoy and KEF
appear to be in fine form to reap the
rewards of the next spree. Tannoy’s new
MX range and the ever increasing Cresta
range from KEF both look set to become
big sellers. Don't rule out Mission or
Eltax though. The former of these has
recently undergone a management buy-

out and will be keen to boost a brand’
which already boasts a fine reputation.
Seeming to have come from no-where
the Danish company Eltax has produced

HI-FI WORLD

some particularly decent ‘speakers over
the past few years and can boast a hand-
some market share thanks partly to sell-
ing through high volume retailers such
as Dixons and Richer Sounds.
Predicting a winner in'the amplifier
market isn't so easy. There doesn’t seem
to be a “killer” budget amp of the
Pioneer A400, or Kenwood KA3020SE
ilk around at the moment. Last season
was very much Rotel, NAD, Arcam and
Musical Fidelity’s. So far we've seen lit-
tle that looks likely to change the status
quo this time around. In the sub £400
market there appears to have been a
move away from the bare bones design
of amplifier. Tone controls are, once
again, acceptable on an amplifier seek-

The make or break
time for most manu-
facturers is between
September to February - the
hi-fi season.

ing budget audiophile stardom. This
allows amps such as the feature packed
Marantz PM1000 series a big slice in
one of the most highly contested areas
of the market. Don’t be surprised, how-
ever, to see Sony, Pioneer, Technics or
Kenwood revealing something special
before autumn. Further up the market
place, Arcam will be keen for their new
range of metal fronted amps to
win back some lost sales to
Musical Fidelity’s X-range.
Having received negative
feedback from reviews and
buyers alike for their rather
plasticy front panel designs,
Arcam’s rather candid
response is the FM] range.

FM]J standing for Full Metal
Jacket! If nothing else, Arcam
certainly can’t be accused of
not responding to public
demand.

Last season saw the up lift in
DVD sales that many had
expected. Oddly enough CD
player sales appeared not to be

L column

effected. Perhaps this was because the
top selling models were mainly from
companies such as Samsung, Panasonic
and Sony; companies more renowned
for their video technology rather than
their hi-fi separate ranges. From a retail
point of view, it did appear as though, in
the main, customers were buying DVD
to complement their VCRs rather than as
a CD replacement. However, with a
new range from Pioneer and new mod-
els from réspected hi-fi brands such as
Denon and Marantz, the CD market will
surely feel the pressure this season.

Is there anyone who can reign in
Sony’s continuing dominance of the
MiniDisc market? It would appear not.
Although we’ve seen a handful of new
products, most manufacturers seem con-
tent (most probably because of the
licensing costs) to leave Sony to it. CDR
continues to make solid progress,
although this has to be a dead format as
soon as a universal recordable DVD for-
mat is arrived at; so it looks safe for a
good few years yet!

With so much activity within the hi-fi
industry it's hardly surprising to see hi-fi
retailing conducted the way it is. May
the best man win, just so long as next
year it's someone else!®

ppoL dslujwog
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Glve your music a
New Dimension.

SilverLine

A new NAD for a new millennium
A stunning new range of true audiophile components

‘Sell your soul to buy this, or suffer in eternity. which set new standards - even for NAD.
The best Hi-fi we've heard this year’.
T3 June 1999 The SilverLine remains faithful to the traditional NAD philosophy
of high performance and sound quality combined with excellent
value for money and ease of use.

‘| have to applaud NAD for doing such a nice job with SilverLine’.
Hi-fi Choice April 1999

. ) ) Contact us at the address below for more information.
‘Gorgeous build guality and a lush, smooth but close-detailed sound’.
What Hi-fi? May 1999

Lenbrook UK Limited
15 Faraday Road
Aylesbury HP19 3RY
Tel 0700 00 AUDIO
0700 00 28346
UK www.lenbrook.co.uk

N eW ACO U St | C D | m e n S | O n Worldwide www.nadelectronics.com




SUBSCRIPTIONS-

GET TO THOSE CLASSIFIED ADS EARLY AND GRAB A BARGAIN 11!

SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI WORLD !!!

SUBSCRIPTION €27

k Get to our amazing classified ads first and graba bargam
k Run b dedlcated hi-fi engineers apd enthusiasts, Hx.lF World
r its informative reviews and radleal dgesm‘gn&,

MISSED AN ISSUE?

Back issues also available at a cost of £3.50 only (includes P&P),
payment by chequé¢ only - overseas please contact for details.
Send'cheque fo Suite G4, Imex House, The Park Business Centre,

Iburn, Park ;[;pad London NWG6 SLF

UVERS‘EAS UBSRATES = —  NEWSH
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il Middle East & South-East A £60
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Korea and China £70 + lots more-information not
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;. ' ks ! alo ok ke
S VISIT OUR WEBSITE: " T
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WE BSITE: www. hi-fiworld.co.uk

Credit card hotling~9.30AM 2830 PM:-(44) 01923 270833
Fax: (44) 01923 260 588 (Please fax farm belgw)
By pasti-Make cheque orpostal order payable ta. Audio
Pubfistiing Ltd, sent in.an“envelope marked H{?.QjWarld
FREEPOST LON3478, LONDUN w9 JB

WeBoosossessecscscecsscsscsecocscsscssesses o pmame NS .------o:-p.o-.f!_.,....—-—---.- ................................................. .

| WOULD LIKE TO PAY BY CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD CREDIT CARD !
DEBIT MY MASTERCARD/ACCESS/VISA ACCOUNT NO: DDDD DDDD DD UD DDDD
EXPIRY DATE: DD D[] SIGNATURE DELIVERY ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT
NAME

ADDRESS

DAYTIME

TEL NO START ISSUE

a Airmail d Surface mail



KITS HAVE NEVER

Here is the amazing KiT88. The circuit is similar to that of the ever popular THE KaT88, THE POWER AMPLIFIER VERSION OF THE KiT88
KEL34 with a few changes to incorporate the Tesla, JJ branded KT88 power

tetrode. This is a pure Class A push-pull design providing 36 watts into an
8ohm load. Gary Devon has come up with a gem of an output trans-
former (E/1). Combined with the KT88 it offers a virtually unmatchable
result for a valve amplifier. Frequency response measured 11Hz to 75kHz,
separation 71dB, noise 98dB, sensitivity 400mV and distortion 0.03%. "As
valve amplifiers go, the KiT88 is one of the best measured performances |
have ever come across", says Noel Keywood. Jon Marks says, "The KiT88
pulled a series of surprisingly fast, meaty basslines out of its trickbag when
dealing with Suzanne Vega's Nine Objects Of Desire album. As if this
wasn't enough, the mid and treble were nice too -

cymbals had a deliciously natural, golden shimmer without sounding soft,
and vocals were extremely transparent and crisply defined. KiT88 didn't
hang around when it came to exploiting the virtues of its four output
valves on numbers such as 'Leaves' and 'Suspect Sustain' from Cirrus’
Land’s End Jazz CD. Saxophone had a wonderfully smooth, realistic char-
acter, and acoustic guitar mixed speed with harmonic richness to very
impressive effect. Asian Dub Foundation and Moloko showed no sign at
all of the sluggish, woolly bottom-end and poorly-delineated bass beats
that most valve amps are to blame for. Which makes the KiT88 an all-
round, high-end bargain." Weight 16kg, external dimensions with valves
— are 30mm(w) x 300mm(d) x190mm (h).

The KEL34 E&I version is our second generation budget stereo integrated leading edges and great impact. Clear imaging and spacious sound staging
valve amplifier, providing a massive 40 watts of pure valve sound. With 4 meant voices and instruments really jumped out of the loudspeaker boxes.
line level inputs and one tape output. The KEL34 E&I is a simple and ele- Overall the KEL34 E&I is a beautiful power amp ” At the price, this kit is
gant circuit design using a 6AU6 pentode input valve, an ECC82 dodible-tri- second to none and will open up the benefits of valve amplification to a
ode phase splitter and a push-pull pair of Tesla, ] ) branded EL34s. The whole new class of audio nuts! Weight 12kg. External dimensions with
result is a typically sweet, open valve sound with atypical bass control and e valves: 33cm(w) x 27.5cm(d)

power. The KEL34 E&I will work its magic into ‘speakers of average sensitiv-
ity too. Jon Marks says, “tonally the KEL34 E&I is a bit of a smoothie It has
a fast, dynamic sound, plucked guitar strings and bass drum enjoy crisp

i x 18cm(h).

The HD83 is our new headphone amplifier, a beautifully simple
design using Mullard ECL83 valves, a triode and power

pentode housed in the same envelope. It works
directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc.,
or from an amplifier’s tape out or pre-
amp sockets. The circuit utilises
high specification output E/I out-
put transformers that will drive
any headphone load from 16
ohms to over 300 ohms depend-
ing on how the secondaries are
wired up. The HD83 is a single-
ended design with the power pentode
wired up in triode configuration for that added
purity and is a quiet as a mouse. For sound quality Jon
Marks says, “ The bass is punchy and controlled without becoming artifi-
cial, while treble has the crispness of the best solid-state, with the tonal
purity, delicacy and speed associated with valves. External dimensions

18cm(w) x30cm(1) x 8cm(h) weight 4kg. ﬁzgapslsiig:r Sanclit ;Iascté:(sey

to assemble. Simon Pope
says, “The proof of the
pudding is in the eating

Following the success of our budget KEL34 40waitt kit amplifier, we have
come up with a 'bigger brother' design. The output stage utilises two pairs
of TESLA EL34 pentodes in parallel-push-pull mode, allowing KEL80 to
turn out 80 watts into an 8ohm load. Heading up the input stage we have
the wonderfully linear Russian 6AU6 working into an American

5687 phase-splitter. KEL80's output transformers are
4ohm and 8ohm tapped. With an input sensitivity at
around 380mV for full output, it will happily partner

A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable Russian 5881 output
valves, a military version of the American 6L6, designed for low distortion and the KEL8O is a feast
audio work. Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP) input
stage K5881 offers amazing sound

for the ears, with solid
bass attack, lightening fast
reactions, that emphasises
- musicality as well as
power, at 590.00 GBP a
pair, a definite valve win-
ner. Each monobloc
weighs 12kgs., external
dimensions with valves:
14ecm(w) x 8cmth) x
43.5cm(d).

quality. It can be used
with a simple passive
pre-amp or one of our
own pre-amplifiers,
and it matches modern
loudspeakers well.
Weight 15kg external
dimensions with valves
40cm(w) x 32.5cm(d)
v 17emihy




BEEN SO GOOD!

Our mini-marvel uses an Audax carbon fibre
bass/midrange unit, married to the world's most
advanced tweeter, the piezo-electric gold dome
HD3P from Audax. KLS10 offers high performance
from a small package. The main 'speakers are
designed to work alone, or with a dedicated sub-
woofer to extend their bass. Alone, they are suit-
ed to near-wall mounting and can be tuned by port

adjustment to suit personal taste and location.
* _ They are easy to drive and need just 30-
60watts. KLS10 is unique. Technically
advanced, yet compact and relatively
inexpensive. There is little to match it.
Sensitivity 89dB 1W/im, 15mm MDF, internal

volume 9Ltrs, external dimensions 19cm(w) x 31ecm(h) x 23cm(d).
DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNITS ONLY

£394.00
£358.00

Designed to compliment KLS10 Gold stand
mounters by providing a deep and open bass.

) The subwoofer is inexpensive, easy to build,
comprising a simple crossover network to a high
quality 8 inch Aerogel dual voice coil unit. A must.
for all KLS10 Gold customers. Sens. 89dB, volume
25 litres, external dimensions 28cm(w) x 43cm(h) x
34cm(d).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT ONLY

£149.95
£71.00

Here’s a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4 alignment
bass cabinet and Audax High Definition Aerogel 8in
bass/midrange unit. Designed by Noel Keywood to
possess optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift, KLS9 real-
ly thunders; it will re-arrange your furniture. But it
does not waffle, falling silent when there’s no bass in
the music.Aided by a high power 1in fabric dome
tweeter, KLS9 is detailed, evenly balanced and
images superbly. It is an easy 12ohm load and is
88dB sensitive. For amps up to 60W. Easy to build
and great for beginners. Internal volume 70Ltrs, 18m
MDF external dimensions 25cm(w) x 93cm(h) x
40cm(d).

DRIVE UNITS &
CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT PACK

.

£230.00
£160.00

. The PRE-Il is a valve pre-
amplifier with six inputs,

output sockets. It utilises
a high quality line driver
. transformer and x4 gain.
The PHONO:-II is a dedi-
_ cated valve phono
stage that incorpo-
rates a step up trans-
former for MC users.
Finally, PSU-II is a
power sup-
ply unit
that feeds
both the
PRE-II
and
PHONO-IL.

KLS12 is a versatile budget loudspeaker
that delivers fine sound quality at a low
~ low price. It utilises Audax's HT210FO0
woven fibre glass cone, mid/bass unit, beau-
tifully married with the TW034X0, 34mm
diameter doped fabric dome tweeter. Noel Keywood
says, “The KLS12 is a transparent, vividly detailed
transducer with fine projection. It has tight well
defined bass, which means it is best positioned close
to a rear wall. Vocals possess a clean outline with an
intense clarity.” At 89dB the KLS12 is easy to drive,
thus, it is suitable for 20W and upward power amps.
Internal volume = 34.1 litres

standmounter external dimensions = 58cm(h} x

—

24.2cm(w) x 34cm(d) floor stander external dimen-
sions(with sand filled space cavity) = 58cm(h) x
24.2cm(w) x 34cm(d)
DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT £175.00
£100.00

DRIVE UNIT PACK

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-
fibre cone drive units for a fast, accurate
sound. A dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre
midrange drive unit provides the clean,
smooth and detailed midrange characterised
by superb projection. Its high 90dB sensitivity
and near flat 8ohm impedance make it one of
the easiest loudspeakers to drive. An ideal
loudspeaker for high-end valve amplifiers.
25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs, external
dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cm(h) x 35cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT
DRIVE UNIT PACK

£350.00
£230.00

—

i~

With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs very little power. Its 10in. professional bass dri-
ver and hom loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound. Ideal for low power amplifiers.
Internal volume 50.5ltrs, extemal dimensions 29cm(w) x 65cm(h) x 36cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £260.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £175.00

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
THREE WAY LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of Audax’s innovative

oval gold dome piezo electric tweeter, giving it the sweet-

est and most extended treble. Married to a 4in. carbon

fibre cone midrange driver for neutral and clear reproduc-

tion, and a powerful 8in. bass driver for superb depth, this
is our top-of-the-line reference ‘speaker. Sensitivity 90dB
at TW/im, 25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs, external
dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cm(h} x 35cm(d).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £575.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £450.00
£330

Compact and affordable two way reflex loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimen-
sions make it easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality carbon-fibre dri-
vers, so performance isn’t compromised. An audiophile bargain. Sensitivity
86dB at TW/1m 12mm MDF, internal volume 18Ltrs, external dimensions
15cm(w) x 80cm(h) x 22cm(d).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT

£195.00
£110.00

DRIVE UNIT PACK






ORDER FORM
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD, Suite G4, Imex House, The Park Business Centre,
Kilburn Park Road, London, NW6 5LF Tel/Fax: 0207 328 8387 e-mail: wad@hi-fiworld.co.uk
240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. If you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote.
Valves included except where otherwise stated.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX
WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS
(inc VAT & carriage) (exc. VAT)

KiT88 Valve Integrated amplifier kit (with valves)....... KiT88-K240/120

KiT88 Valve Integrated amplifier kit (without valves)..KiT88-K240/120 T« o
KaT88 Valve Power amplifier kit {with valves) KaT88-K240/120 .......ceocovvvernccneec L o
KaT88 Valve Power amplifier kit {without valves) ......KaT88-K240/120 .... 1] 00 conomerErm
HD83 Valve headphone amplifier kit..............c.......... HD83-K240/120..... ... ([N . .........
KEL80 Valve Monoblock Amplifier kit (with valves)...KEL80-K240/120..... T TR
KEL80 Valve Monoblock Amplifier kit (without valves) . KEL80-K240/120..............c.cocerrcurnnenn [
KEL34 E&I 40W push-pull integrated amplifier .......... KEL34 E&I -K240/120(with valves).....[__— 1............
KEL34 E&I (without valves) .............cococevivivinnninnas KEL34 E&| -K240/120(No valves)....... C Tl
KEL34 E&I Transformer set {1 main & 2 outputs).......KEL34 E&I -K240/120(T. set) ........ ]

KEL34 E&l Oute\t/lt Transformer (pair) ........cccovvvinernnne. KEL34 E&I -K240/120(OPT)

K5881 Mkl 20W push-pull valve amplifier ............... K5881-K240/120

WAP surplus toroidal valve mains transformer-........... TRANST ..o

KLS12 2-way fibreglass driver standmounter/floorstander loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover Kit €tC .........cooovvvvveeisivvrnvenens KESII28@ ..........ccc..hnneiiennimanes

Drive UNIES .uvvvvveeiiiiiiieieiiiieeeeeneinscoeie o cne e sneananens KILS [ 2- D)

KLS11 3-way aerogel standmounter loudspeaker withlé)iezo old tweeter

Drive Units + Crossover kit €tC ........cooovvvveeriiiiiiieneeenns S .o b5 s A R e

Drive UNIS ..ooovvvviiiiiiiiieieeeeriiiiie i e eeeeseevaiieeeeeeeveenaaeens KASSTIIEID ... itiniion oneeens B ettt s

KLS10 2-way carbon-fibre standmounter loudspeaker withOpiezo gold tweeter

Drive Units + Crossover kit €tC.........coccvvvvereiieiinineennn KUISTOZ@T. ...t e B 000 m00m0 58600 e oo RO T e £394 ........ £343
DEIVE UNIS ...ovovevvevereierersiererereresesesesesesesereesssesesesnas KLS10-D.............. =1 I
KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit + Crossover Kitetc .......... KLS10-SubC

KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit................... S 1000000000 KLS10-SubD (1 x HM210Z2)

KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc LS e S P S

Drive Units ...ooooovvivieiiiiieieiiiniiiiieeieneen, KLS3-D oot

KLS3 Gold 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding lou
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc K
D7i¥, WM Jooeampomosmnmsomsogbodsosodghadamonmoonooosaotess o o000

KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ........coovveveiieeeiiininrennnn KUST-GE..............0 L e+« I
Drive UNIS .ovvvvvvviiiiiiieeeeecveiiiieneeseeeevervanneesessereesnenens KLS7-D oo e sectennenesi s e
KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker

Drive Units + érossover Kit €1C .vvvvvririririreeeiiiireieeeeeeen, KLS8-C ........... e TN e -
Drive UNIS ..oevvvveiniiiieiieeseeriiiiiiiiseseenevenneiieeeeneenesnnanens KLS8-D......... AT I e et
KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etC .........cocovvvereeeiininneennn KLS9-C ..o i
Drive UNIts ..ooovvviniieiiiiiiie it ceeie e eeeeniaenn KLSO-D .o e

High Definition Aerogel Drivers

3inch midrange, 93dB ................ RN, | LWCE v HMTO0ZO. .o, 1]
4inch midrange, 92dB I
6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB ..........cccoveviiinnn.

8inch bass, 91dB ........ccccoeevveviiiiiiiinns

10inch bass, 90dB ............ccccee.. o -

Carbon Fibre Drivers
4inch midrange, 90dB ..........ccocooiiniiniin,
6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB
8inch bass, 90dB .....c.....cccovvvviiienennns B R AT
Paper Cone Drivers
10inch paper cone bass, 95dB
13inch paper cone bass, 97dB
Fabric Dome Tweeters

25mm 92dB for 2 way systems ............ccccevnee. e s LNV DDA O e o o oo (e
25mm 92dB for 3 way systems .....c....cocooeivirnneinnn, TWO25MT .o —— Feveiene O
25mm horn loaded 97dB................. . T R cveeonne PR125T1
34mm 93dB - powerful sound ..........cccooiiiiininiiinnn TWO034X0
Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB ....... ....HD-3P
NAME: 24 hour Credit Card Hotline: Tel: 0207 328 8387
ADDRESS: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable

to World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.

Please debit my account no:

giiicon 000000 00000000

TEL. (DAY): Expiry Date: Signature:




BEFORE YOU BUY PLEASE MENTION Hi-Fi
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AudioVenve

Bespoke Audla Visual (nnsnmnu

~ ONCE IS NOT ENOUGH ~

Nakamlchi
REIO Receiver

Ortophon

X-PICO & X-ASI00
pre/power amplifier

» export Orders Welcome » Home Demonstrations
» Multi-Room Design & Installation Service

entertainment, so whether
you are buying. selilng,
exchanging or just
looking for unblased
advice, ensure your
fiest call Is to AudioVenue.

"We at AudloVenue are
committed to providing an
unrivalled service together
with state of the art
equipment to achieve
the ultimate in home

Components from £120 - £72,000

0% Credlt avallabla. Writtan quotations oa request. Subject to status.

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)I81 707 4849 Mobile: +44 {0)373 471 426
email: info@audiovenue.co.uk

% INSTANT 0% FINANCE
AVAILABLE
SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

b
RANGES
LEMONS
|

Juicy fruit from London's newest, treshest hi-ithome cinema retail-
er. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. Al the usual, i.e.
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIO/VISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CQ, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUND-
STYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA.

NOW IN OUR FIFTH
FLAMBOYANT YEAR.
0171- 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11
Visit www.orangesandlemonshifi.com

the symbol of security

510 Cartridge

LONDON
‘

©

0171 384 3030

THE HI-FI SHOP 112 NEW KINGS ROAD LONDON SW6

4

think au(iio think...
o~
Auditorium

~——————

= O’Brien Hi-Fi &=

ARCAM o ANTHEM « AUDIOGRAM » AUDIO
RESEARCH - AUDIO TECHNICA - BEYER <
CABLETALK « CHORD + CREEK - DENON -
DENSEN - JADIS * JECKLIN = MICHELL *
MUSICAL FIDELITY * NAD * NAIM « OPERA
< PRECIOUS METALS - QED « REGA -
ROGERS + ROYD - SENNHEISER + SILTECH
CABLES + SME + SONNETEER « SONUS
FABER * TEAC + THORENS * TRANSPARENT
CABLES « UNiSON RESEARCH < WILSON

= e
ALDIO AN MLOGI L
AARTIN LOGAN COPLAND

Ciearance / Second Hand / Ex Dem Equipment - Details on request

0% Instant Finance Available

Wrillen detatls on request

New Qemanstration Room ¢ Free ¢ar parking * Majer Credit Cards.
Personal Export * Mail Order  Installation Service « Repan facilities
§ mins walk Raynes Park BR ¢ 20 mins Waterloo
5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park B282exit) » 25 mins M25 Junc 10

60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW

Est. 1966
Tel.(0181)946-1528 Fax(0181)}946-0331

NORTH

Soundcraft

INSTALLATIONS

VISIT THE LEADING HI-Fl DEALER
INTHE SOUTH EAST
“SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE
REAL HI-FI MAKES”

BRITISH AUDHO DEALERS ASSOCUTION
the symbol of security

/ BADA

FULL INSTALLATION AND DEMONSTRATION BY FULLY TRAINED STAFF
LINN NAIM ARCAM REGA
HELPLINE: 01233 624441

27 BOND STREET, EALING
LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703
Audio Analogue, Art Glass, Ash Designs, Avik, B&O,
. B&W, Cabletalk, Chord Company, Creek, Denon, Epos,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, KEF, Lat, Marantz, Musical
| Fidelily, NAD, Nakamichi, Nordost, Orelle, Onkyo,
| Primare, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser,
SonicLink, Sound Style, Stands Unique, Striaghtwire,
| Supra, Tag McLaren, Target, Teac, Thorens, van den Hul.

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tucs., Friday, & Sal.
Late night Thur,, closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and installation.

Repairs and Services

18-24 Brighton Road,
South Croydon
CR2 6AA

0181 688 2093 |

163 Spon Street. Coventry
Tel: 01203 525200
Web: http.frankharvey.co.uk

Acoustic Energy - Alacama - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apolio - Bang & Olufsen -B & W- Castle - Cable Talk - Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Definitive
Technokogy - Denon - IXOS - Kef - Marantz - Menidian - Monitor Audko - Miller & Kreisel - Mission - Michell Gyrodek - Musicai Fidelity - NAD - Optimum
Panasonic - Pioneer - Quad - QED - REL - Rega - Rotel - Sennheiser - Sharp - Tag Mclaren - Target - Teac -Tannoy - Thorens - Van Den Hul - Yamaha

Much more in store on 3 Floors with 3 dedicated Hi F1 demonstration rooms of the very best HI Fi.
Plus our new Home Cinema Room. Very nice Staff and excellent coffee. Appts Req.
Opening Hours 9-30 to 5-30, Tues to Sat. Closed ail day Monday

'CYMBIOSIS
/"\_/

AUDIO & VISUAL
SOLUTIONS

CHORD CoO. -
LUTRON -
REGA - REVOX -

DENON -

i}
r
g
m
(=

i
.
p o
s
A
e
ol
ss
U
W
a.
7
¥
@
-9
7]
-l
g
(T
.
p o
fou
-

"Customer care at it's best"

e-mail: shop@cymbiosis.com

website: www.cymbiosis.com
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6 HOTEL STREET
TeL: 0116 262 3754

ARCAM - ACOUSTIC ENERGY * CASTLE + CHARIO * CURA
LINN HI-Fi & KNEKT -
MusicAL TECHNOLOGY * NAIM + NORDOST
ROTEL - TAG MCLAREN - WADIA

LLEICESTER

BRITISH AUDID DEALERS ASSOCIATION
the symbot of security

LOEWE

/ BADA

@ BADA
BADA
the symbol of security

MAY 2000

ProAc, Rega, Royd, stax,

alk Electronics,

Teac, UKD Opera, ARSI INGE




THE hivFi rRooM

50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

An Oasis of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

GLASGOW
0141 248 2857

: audio exellence

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

CHESTER
86-90 Boughton,
Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 345576

EDINBURGH
0131 220 0909

NEWCASTLE
0191 230 3600

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONEER
YAMABA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KEF CELESTION ATACAMA.
TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL REL XOS
SINGLE SPEAKER DEM ROOM WE DO NOT USE ANY COMPARETORS
WE ALSO HAVE PULL DEMONSTRATION OF PROJECTION TV WITH
LASERDISC AND FULL PRO LOGIC SYSTEMS
PAKT EXCHANGE WELCOMR
PLEASE PHONE OR E MALL FOR PRICES
WEB HAVE IN STOCK OVER 200 LASERDISCS
LA!.L FOR OUR LATEST CATAI ,ouos

LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPAN
sc ].mmg}mggun 'arwickshire CV32 SEF
Phooe: 01926 864 Fax: 01526 maik k browne @hbencs.org, uk.

LEEDS
0113 242 7777

Demonstrating some of the worlds
finest HI-F|
Home Demonstrations a speciality
(see Dial-A-Dealer for complete

PRESTON product range)

131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE

(01772) 253057 Evening calls welcome

Tel/Fax 0161 304 7494 Mobile: 07801 498934

SERIOUS KiT
% The finest range of Hi-Fi in the north.
Stockists of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-
Ac, Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,
Heart, Keswick etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri
10-5pm Sat

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

V=Y

leasiire l/ Mosic

10-2pm Sun

Alidio File

AWARD WINNING DEALER

HomMme CINEMA AT

MISSION B SOUNDSTYLE B QED
THe Aupio FiLe,

41 VicToria Roap,
Cameripge CB4 3IBW

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

Ter: 01223 368305 Fax:

UNIVERSITY AUDIO

ST 1945

MAIN AGENTS FOR
ARCANM.MERIDIAN, BRW. DENON,
MARANTZ. YAMAIIA

FOR ALL YOUR HIFI NEEDS CONTAU

01223 354237

3 PEAS HILL, CAMBRIDGE

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

142 High St
Scunthorpe, Nth Lincs

01724 843800

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

COME AND EXPERIENCE HI1 F1 AND
I'TS BEST
ARCAM @ AUDIOLAB B CYRUS B CASTLE 8 B&W
YAMAHA B RUARK B KRELL 8 AUDIO RESEARCH

SONUS FABER B MARTIN LOGAN @ MARANTZ B LINN
NAIM @ LOEWE B DENON B ROTEL @ MICROMEGA

01223 354975

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION |

e\N Ve

P, OH»NAI AUDIO
MAIN AGENTS FOR:
AT.C. e SONY » NAD » DENON » QUAD » TEAC »
PROJECT » YAMAHA » MONITOR AUDIO ¢
ROGERS » MISSION ¢ MUSICAL FIDELITY o
PIONEER ¢ MERIDIAN ¢ ALCHEMIST
Also Quality In-Car and Computing
19¢ East Street, St. lves, Cambridge PE17 4PD
Tel: 01480 465888

Apollo, Arcam, Alacama,

NOISSIW OL N3LSHT

216 MOULSHAM ST
CHELMSFORD

/@y/ﬂj v H0-/7

THE SPECIALISTS
HI-Fl, HOME CINEMA & MULTI-ROOM SPECIALIST
AT DANSK WORLD

44A HIGH ST
RAYLEIGH

132-134 LONDON RD OF FURNITURE

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA | LAKESIDE RETAIL PARK
W. THURROCK

01708 680551

Audio Technica, Beysr, Bose, Chord, Copiand, Crestron Cyrus, Definitive Technoiogy, Denon,

KEF, Krall, Lexicon, Linn Products, Loewa Tetevisions, Lutron Lu%mlng Contsols. Marantz, Micromega, Miller & Kreisel,
Mission, Naim Audio, Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer, Proceed, Q!
Sennhelser, Stands Uniqus, Slax, Stuart Screans, Tag McLaren, Target, Van den Hul, Witson Benesch, XLO etc.

Quad, Rega, Revox, Roksan, Rotei, Ruark, Seleco,

www.rayleighhifl.com\

STOWSOUNDS
1 andio commliants
Audio & Visual Quality Equipment Available From:
Specialists Acoustic Solutions J- M. iabs
Alchemist Neat Acoustics
Technics Yamaha Sony Atacama Nordost
Panasonic Kenwood Aiwa Audioquest QED
Toshiba Ploncer Mission Beyer Sonic Link
Low, low prices Cable Talk Sonneteer
all year round!!! 3 DPA Soundstyle
(Established 1959) lectrocompaniet Stands Unique
Exposure Van den Hul

For A Demonstration & Expert Advice Call
Stowmarket (01449) 675060

Stone Farm, Borﬁ Lane, Gt. Fmbofog Stowmarket

blow your mind . . .

Arcam, A, T.C., B & W, Celestion, Denon,
Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Meridian, NAD, Panasonic,

Lend us your ears and we'll

Philips, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sony,

BG Audio
Visual

9 Hatter Street
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk
01284 765 227
Bang & Olutsen, Sony,
Technics, Denon,
Yamaha, Rotel, Linn,
Mission, KEF, Jamo,
JBL, Harman, Boston

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MiISSION

GRAYSTON

sound&vision

Richemist Arcam B&W Boston Acoustics
Castle Acoustics Denon Harman Kardon

TAG McLaren, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha and more.
Augdition the very best at Lincolnshire’s
premier HI-Fj dealer

Wi |

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.,)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351381

KEF Reterence Linn Loewe Meridian Musical Fidelity
Phifips Pioneer Pro-ject Rote! Senaheiser Thomson

HHES. Home Lemor

33 Sir Isaac’s Walk. Colchester

Tel: 01206 577682
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Ay Soundcraft

AE 120 Loudspeakers
Castle Avons géirch)

] The best in sound advice from Kents premier audio dealer fcncatavelzeolamp

Telephone our Customer Orderline: 01233 624441

Linn Kabers (black)
Linn AV 5140 Speakers
Linn AV 5120 Centre

Take advantage of our ex-demonstration clearance stock this month. Now is the time to buy that system Linn LK100

1 you always dreamed of. All items listed are individuals sold with warranty, so you'll need to be quick!

We are even selling our reference Linn Keltik Aktiv system to make way for the new Climax power Linn Isobariks (Walnut)

amplifiers. To guarsn(egr%our complete enjoyment some of our equ
ere may be a small additional charge for

our qualified installers.
fully when you call.

i ill di hat 3Clouts, Kaim + Keltiks:
iis service, but we will discuss that i e KoLt
Linn Numerik DAC

Remember you can try before you buy in our period style listening and cinema rooms which are the Linn Sara 9s (walnut)

pertect places to enjoy the delights of quality audio and video entertainment with your favourite
recordings. Sit down, relax, trust your own ears and eyes, and our 50 years of experience

|Ex-display stock Loewe TV's: Calida 33inch (siiver) £1195, Calida 21 (blue) £485 & Profil (black)
|28 £985. + Sony KV28 WF1 widescreen £550 & Sony KV14 Portable £149

Linn LP12/LVIICirkus/K9
l?mem may need to be deliver‘:ed by Linn Keltik Aktiv System:

At 40 High Street,

Ex-dem Summer Madness Clearance Sale ! July 1999

Musical Fidelity X-DAC
Musical FidelityX-Pre&2 X-A50
Musical Fidelity KT3 Spks
Musical Technology Hawks
Musical Technology Condors |
£1400 Naim IXO Cross over £350
£495 Naim SBL Speakers £1450
£485 Naim Intro Speakers (black) £499
£900 Naim Credo é)krs {black) £800
£1200 Naim NAP 180 Pwr amp £850
Rega Brio amplifier £199
£7500  Sony S315 DVD with free discs £399
£1350 SonK‘DBR-st AV amp £450
£1000  Shahinian Arc Loud speakers £850
£400 TDL T-Line 2 speakers (cherry) £399

b
‘I
Ashford, Kent. TN24 8TE. Our exciting range includes: |;_
Arcam, Ruark, Linn (CD12 in stock), Loewe TV, Naim, Rega, Rotel & Musical Fidelity. |§
We're open 9-5.30 Mon-Sat. Tel: 01233 624441 Fax: 01233 640333. All ltems come with a warranty '1
for your security & peace of mind. Why not check out our web site: http: www.soundcraft-kent.itd.uk |

SPALDINGS

THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-FI COMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS A.V.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . MISSION . KEF
DENON . TAG MCLAREN
MARANTZ . MUSICAL FIDELITY
CASTLE
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00, TUE 9.00 to 8.00 Closed
WEDNESDAYS
SEVICE DEPT
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO
7AF
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922

Stockists of. ARCAM + CREEK + EPOS - LINN -
MERIDIAN * NAIM AUDIO - NAUTILUS 800 -
NEAT - REGA + ROTEL - ROYD - SHAHINIAN «
STAX - YAMAHA -

Infidelity

indecently good hi-fi

9 High Street, Ham, Wick, Kingston s
Thames, Surrey K71 4DA. Tek 081-943 3530

Open Tocs - Set 10.308m - 7.00pm.

JAYSOUND AUDIO

® AUDIO TECHNICA @ BEYER ® BLAUPUNKT @

© DENON @ DUAL @ JBL @ JVC @

® MARANTZ @ NAD ® ORTOFON ®

@ PIONEER @ QED @ SAMSUNG @

@ SENNHEISER @ SHURE @ TANNOY @
@ TARGET @ TATUNG @ TDL @ TOSHIBA @
- Free 2 year guarantee on hi-fi & speakers.
- Part exchange welcome.
- Hi-Fi and Car Audio Repairs.
Licensed credit brokers

@ Best place in
town for Hi Fi and

UNILET Home Cinema
Sound & Vision

% Six demonstration rooms
% All leading brands

% Interest Free Credit

% Free Parking

% Open 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION
35 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN,

SURREY, KT3 4BY
Tel: 0181 942 9567

5 WATERLOO SQUARE
(Opposite Pier)
BOGNOR REGIS WEST SUSSEX
TEL: 01243 828355

Fax: 0181 336 0820]

Best place in
town for Hi Fi and
Home Cinema

B\

UNILET

Sound & Vision

% Three demonstration rooms
#* All leading brands

#* Interest Free Credit

* Good parking facilities

UNILET SOUND & VISION
24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED

Tel: 01622 626703 Fax: 01622 676123‘

Treville Gate, W.Sussex BN | |
(01903) 212133
ly shop with the best sound system in
" ﬁ_‘ctronics - Friendiy Advice - 3 Year Guara

Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. |0am-é6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
s include: Dynaudio, Ruark, Gradient,
Orelle, Sonneteer, Kora, Cymbol, Talk
and many more.

ADAMS & JARRETT

East Sussex Leading Hi-Fi Specialists

Agents for: ® REL ® KEF * RUARK ¢ CABLETALK
* B&W + ROTEL = TANNOY ¢ MERIDIAN ¢ MARANTZ
* YAMAHA ¢ TALK ELECTRONICS ¢ DYNAUDIO and more

PLUS - HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS WITH LISTENING ROOMS
PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY ADVICE AND SERVICE -
COME TO THE HI-FI DEALER THAT PUTS YOU FIRST

Tel: 01424 437165/432398

Norman Road, St. Leonards on Sea, East Sussex

ISTEN TO MISSION

50 Victoria Buildings,
Mostyn Avenue

=

INNS

SOUND & VISION

e AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL TOP MAKES
o EASY PAYMENT TERMS  DEMO ROOMS
e MAIL ORDER + SERVICE DEPARTMENT

PHOENIX WAY, ENTERPRISE PARK, SWANSEA (ust off Junc 45, M4)
ON7T792 773644

OFEN F DAYS A WIEENK

. .'—.—.—.—.—.—o—o—o—o

NORTH WALES’ LEADING HI FI
& HOME CINEMA SPECIALIST
BEST SERVICE = BEST PRICE * BEST ADVICE

Bristol
65 Park Street
Bristol BS1 5PB
{01179) 264975

Gloucester

58 Bristol Raad
Gloucester GL1 55D
{01452) 300046

Craig - Y - Don, Llandudno y
Tel: 01492 876788 SHIFV TV * VIDEO
30 Lord Street, Wrexham, L11 1LR Tel: 01978 364168
1 SENED ® @R Over 40 1y_eavs expenence ) GEED ®

audio e)(cellence abe:

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
Cardiff
134/6 Crwys Road
Cardiff CF2 4NR
{01222) 228565
Swansea
9 High Street
Swansea SAT 1LE
{01792) 474608
Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
{01392) 491194

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

_T],&H;ﬁ@%ﬂ/‘ﬂ 4

® DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES
® MAIL ORDER
® FINANCE AVARLABLE
@ STOCKISTS FOR OVER 70 BRANDS
® CINEMA SURROUND SPECIALISTS
@ NORTII WALES LARGEST YAMAHA
CINEMA SURROUND SPECIALISTS.
ARCAM, B&W, CASTLE, DENON, MARANTZ, MISSION,
QUAD, ROTEL, RUARK, TANNOY, TEAC AND UKD.

Have a cheerful chat with Chris, Mike or Steve on:
01978 364500

ACTON GATE AUDIO |
RUABON ROA!). WREXHAM, CL%'I‘

-

62 Oliver Plunkett St.,

Cork.
Tel. (021) 273433

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION




IRELAND

7 Scotch Street Centre,
Dungannon,
N. Ireland BT70 1AR.
Tel. 01868-753606.
KR http://www.kronoshi-fi.
) demon.co.uk

Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30, closed Wednesdays.

Agencies include: Absolute Sounds, Arion,
Audion, Audiomeca, Cadence, Densen, Eltax,

Klipsch, Living Voice, Lyra, LFD, Marantz,
Michell, MIT, Musical Fidelity, Nottingham

i Analogue, Oracle, Orelle, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark,

i Silver Sound, SME, Sonic Link, Triangle, Trichord,
Unison, UKD, VPL Wilson Benesch, Yamaha.

CLON

Frameworks, Harman Kardon, JBL, Kabelwerk, ==
30 years of Excellence

55 Main Street,

Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477
Open: Tues - $at 10 am 10 6 pm. 3 -
Thur « Fri 0.2m In 6 pm. —

Hearing is Believing

“irheuit ekt
75!

Arcam
LatiBaw Y g
. Tag McLaren '
= |Castle =7
Meridian
Classé ¢
. Copland 3
Marantz
~ Jadis
- Naim Audio
~ Sony

k3
|
Fiag

Blackrock,
Dublin.

)

(01232) 327604
BELFAST

REPAIR & DIY

YOU MUST LISTEN TO MISSION

TECHNICAL & GENERAL

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli
CONNOISSEUR « GARRARD * GOLDRING ¢

LENCO « ORTOFON » SHURE * SM.E »
THORENS  WATTS

All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT NO DUBI-

VALVES & TUBES
Chelmer Valve Company

,‘ cvc [ e

Buy CVC. PREMIUM H1 - F1 valves direct from 5.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have stock of MAJOR BRAND types inc.
MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc.
1130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG
Tel. 01245 265865/355296 Fax, 01245 490064
e-mail : sales@chelmervalve.com

MAIL ORDER

VINYL

MUSONIC STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS

MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES

& RECORD ACCESSORIES

For prices tel/fax/e-matl 10:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED

Unit |13 The Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND

e-mail: musonic @compuserve.com

Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355

The Russ Andrews catalogue is packed full of
cost-effective cables and accessories which are
guaranteed to improve the musical performance
of your system - or your money back!

THE DIRECT DISC
VINYL VINYL VINYL

s Aok,
» 3

» . Call now for your free copy
4 quoting ref: ABHW0500

$  Freephone 0800 373467

! >
Mougare 55°

OUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS’
! Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34

Thousands of records always in stock.

+ a full range of sought after compact discs.
Extensive search service for wanted albums.
Comprehensive 96 page full catalogue available at £1.50
Telephone / Fax 01992 447764
Or visit our web site on www.walrus.co.uk

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd,, FREEPOST NWW881A. Kendal, LA8 9ZA
Tek: +44 (0)1539 825500
E-mait: products@russandrews.com

www.russandrews.com

Peace of mind with the Russ Andrews Guarantee
Free delivery @ Full Refund Upgrade Scheme @ 30 Day Home Trial

Front End Problem?
contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

atv

@ Service & Repairs
@ Valve & transistor amplifiers

@ Vintage valve Radios

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
E.A.R, Michell &
Moth.

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

@ Valves Tested

plus cartridge re-tipping service
0181 - 688 6565

Website: LISTEN.TO/THECARTRIDGEMAN STUDER REvox

- . SALES, SERVICE, SPARES

“SYSTEM HARMONISING” SERVICE & REPAIR OF

Balance your Sound Reproductioﬁ System A77, B77, A700, PR99 &
and extract its full potential. 36 SERIES

HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS

E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

Three-Dimensional Natural Swedish Recordings
OPUS3 (”Eric Bibb”) PROPRIUS (“Cantate Domino”)
PROPHONE (“Jazz at The Pawnshop”) Swedish
Society. (“Jussi Bjorling™)

OPUS3/PENTACONE
4, Cross Bank Road, BATLEY, W.Yorks.
Tel/FAX: 01924 445039 Email: Peter@pentacone.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.go.to/pentacone

SHATVIA 14«IH LSITVIODAdS » SHATVIA 12-IH L1S1T1VID3AdS
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LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

The
LOUBSPEAKER

ENCLOSURES

ACOLISTICS
PSYCHBACOUSTICS

\

I’ Newnes E

Dictionary o
Electronics

BRCK-T0-BASIES AUDID

Theory and Design of Loudspeaker
Enclosures by |. E. Benson

Covers infinite baffle, reflex, passive
radiator etc. in great detail with a highly
mathematical approach, making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly
authoritative for experlenced designers.
244pp 6” x 9”

Paperback Code: 1140
£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction by Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and
construction of a full range electrostatic
loudspeaker, including basic operating
principles. Sirongly recommended for
those wanting to either build, repair
and/or restore, or who are just interest-
ed in electrostatics.

243pp 77 x 9

Paperback Code No. 1080
£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

by David M. Howard & Jammes Angus
An introduction to acoustics, covering
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in
different environments, deceiving the
ear and processing sound electronically
224pp 244 x 189mm

Paperback Code No. 1370
£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Scroggie’s Foundation of Wireless &
Electronics by Roger Amos

A classic text based on his experience
since the dawn of the electronic age.
It covers both the theory and practical
aspects of a huge range of topics from
valve technology, and the application
of cathode ray tubes 1o radar, to digital
tape systems and optical recording
techniques.

400pp 234 x 156mm Paperback
Code No. 1590 £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Dictionary of Electronics

by S W Amos, R S Amos

An excellent reference for anybody
who is interested in electronics. Covers
all aspects tv, radio, audio and comput-
ing. A useful, well iliustrated publica-
tion for any labortory’s bookshelf.
363pp Hardback Code No.1610
£30.00 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Electronics by John L Hood

The contents are as follows: Tape
recording, tuners and radio recelvers,
preamplifiers and input signals, voltage
amplifiers and controls, power output
stages, the CD and digital audio, test
Instruments and measurements, loud-
speaker crossover systems, power
supplies. Index

240pp, 246 x 189mm Paperback

Code No.1480  £19.99 + £3.00 P&P (UK}

Back To Basics Audio by Julian Nathan
A first class reference book covering
electrical principals, meters &
measurements, amplifiers, transmission
lines, sound waves & decibels, loud-
speakers, tape recorders, transformers,
PSUs, mixers, acoustics, audio cabling,
assembly methods, installation
planning and home cinema. An
excellent read.

344pp, 234 x 152mm Paperback

Code No.1610 .00 + £2.25 P&P (UK)
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Bullock On Boxes

by Robert M. Bullock HI.

Using Thiele-Small parameters clear-
ly, it offers lots of helpful tables and
graphs to get to grips with the sizing
of the box and port of a reflex
loudspeaker.

72pp 82" x 11"

Paperback Code No. 1100
£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Testing Loudspeakers+

by Joe D’Appolito

Joe D’Appolito, loudspeaker designer
and consultant, has written the defini-
tive text on testing loudspeakers. Dr.
D’Appolito brings his expertise 1o the
subject and provides you with a
hands-on discussion of testing drivers
and systems. He brings you the theo-
ry and physics behind loudspeaker
testing in this volume.

Paperback Code No. 1580
£24.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An easy to understand book on build-
ing loudspeakers, using empirical
techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strongly recommended for
beginners.

88pp 5" x 8

Paperback . Code: 1070
£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

High Performance Audio Power
Amplifiers by Ben Duncan

This handbeok links analog electronics,
acoustics, heat and music technology;
high-end hi-fi and professional PA and
recording studio use; theory, modeiling
and real-world practice; design and repair;
the old and the new, the mainstream and
the specialised.

288pp, 234x156mm, Hardback

Code No.1460 £40.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory
and principles of electronics. A
good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420 £12.99 + £2.00
P&P (UK)

Practical Electronic Fault-Finding and
Troubleshooting by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic techniques
needed to be a troubleshooter, using
only basic equipment: a digital multime-
ter and an oscilloscope. Simple circuit
examples are used to illusirate princi-
ples and concepts fundamental to the
process of fault finding.

240pp 235mm x 156mm  Paperback
Code No. 1430

£19.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

The LP is back

by Audio Amatures
Your complete guide to LP care andl,
maintenance designed to offer you
everything useful for those who love
and enjoy this older music medium.
This covers the theory and care of LPs
and the electronics and mechanics of
its players.

154pp Paperback

£8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Code No.1620

LOU
SPEAKER
_DESIGN

The Loudspeaker Design Cookbook,
Sth edition -

by Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-date
design information for the home
constructor. It uses modern Thiele-
Small theory and parameters.
185pp 8" x 112" Paperback

Code No. 1090

£22.95 + £3.25 P&P

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker
articles published in the Audio
Amateur throughout the 1970s, this
popular book is proof that great
designs are never out of date. This
volume is a rich source of theory,
practice and design.

135pp 87" x 11” Paperback

Code No. 1550

£16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

ORDER 4 BOOKS
& OVER
& PAY ONLY £7.00
P&P (UK ONLY)
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Understand Amplifiers by Owen Bishop
Here's a readable introduction for those

| with little previous knowledge of the sub-

ject. The theme of amplification is cen-
tral to many branches of electronics.
The book describes amplifier types, how
they work, their properties, advantages
and disadvantages, and applications.
Amplifiers are treated with the minimum
of mathematics and lots of illustrations.
Paperback Code No. 1560
£16.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own High-End Audio
Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-End Audio equip-
ment contains construction projects for
solid state preamplifiers and power
amplifiers, active cross-over filters, an
active subwoofer, a mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone anmplifier.
Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Build your own Hectronic Test
Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17
measuring instruments, seven generators
and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
simple multicore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400  £15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The Joy of Audio Electronics

by Charles Hansen

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of
hands-on electronlc construction. This
book covers test and measurement pro-
jects, how to build simple kits, safety
issues, the workplace, theory and
resources. A must for the beginner who
« Plans to build more advanced electronic
projects in the future.

124pp Paperback Code No.1650
£10.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)



VALVE BOOKS

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube Design
by Bruce Rozenblitz

This book takes a com prehensive look
| at tube audio design. It explains how
vacuum tubes work and how to design
with them. Rozenblit covers stabilisa-
tion and testing, a description of 13
famous and classic amps and preamps
and how 1o work effectively as a
designer. A hands-on guide to con-
struction techniques, tools and choos-
ing components and tubes is provided.
1997, 132pp., 8" x 11"

Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

— Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
A} Amplifiers

| nu::::;f;’ﬂ‘fl::: Includes full desqgn_s for e_Ieven power

and control amps, including 5-20, using

valves. Begins with a four chapter tutori-

al on getting the best sound from valve

amplifiers.

142pp 8” x 10”

| Paperback Code 1030

| £13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Radio Designers Handbook 4th Edition

by Fritz Langford-Smith

This is a classic reference handbook for
all who are interested in the design and
application of audio amplifiers and radio
receivers, and deals with basic principles
and the practical design of all types of
classic audlo amplifiers, radio receivers
and record-producing equipment up to
the invention of the transistor, covering
valves, valve testing, general theory and
components; audio and radio frequencies;
power supplies, design of complete AM
and FM receivers, and reference informa-
tion.

1498pp 216mm x 138mm Hard back
Code No. 1600 £35.00 + £6.00 P&P (UK)

F Langford-Smith

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

by John W. Stokes.

Ouitlines the evolution of radio receiving
tubes and the part they played in the
domestic radio receiver. A reference for
those interested in the history and devel-
opment, and collectors alike.

256pp "8 x 11”7 Paper back

Code: 1050 £24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

by Morgan jones, Audio Engineer

This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to understand boih the theory and
<the practlice of valve audio amplifier design, such that they can
analyse and modify circuits, and rebuild an amplifier.
Constructional techniques are also provided so readers can build
from scratch designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x 9"

Paperback Code No. 1330

£25.00 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

AUDIO ANTHOLOGY BOOKS

Audio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49

Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W 300B amp.,
valve FM tuning indicator, 30W 211 power amp., cathode fol-
lower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp.,
valve phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex loudspeaker
designs.

Code No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55

Contents: Ulira linear 6L6 design and operation of the
Williamson, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type amp using
6A5s, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and construction of
reflex, horn loudspeakers.

Code No. 1160 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Reality

by Bruce Rozenblitz

A fine read that investigates conductors,
skin effect, impedance, interconnects,
speaker cables, balanced lines, trans-
mission lines, power cords, isolation
transformers, damping systems, tubes,
acoustics and much more. Also,
includes 6 excellent detailed valve
design projects, 80watt OTL,25watt
OTL, grounded grid pre-amp, 150watt
amp., 6550 SE amp. and a grounded
grid cascode phono preamp.
Paperback 128pp Code No 1640
Price 21.50 + 2.25 postage (UK)

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum

by Piotr Mikolajczyk & Bohdan Paszkowski.
This Data book comprises 5693 valves
divided into 442 groups. A comprehen-
sive book which contains connection
details, operating parameters, load lines
and example circuits.

Hard back Code 1060

£49.95 + £ 8,50 P&P (UK)

Vade-Mecum

Valve & Transistor Audio Amplifiers

by J t Hood

This is ) L Hood’s greatest work yet,
describing the milestones that have
marked the development of audio
amplifiers, from the earliest valve amps
to the latest solid state design. It is the
complete world guide to audio amp
design. Other contenis: active & pas-
sive components, amplifiers, pre-ampli-
fiers and power supplies.

Paperback 250pp., 156mm x 232mm
Code No. 1530 £19.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects
by the editors of Audio Amateur
This itlustrated handbook features 26 of
the best articles on power amps from
1970-89. Authors from six countries
offer an array of designs to provide
almost any level of high-quality audio
wer needed by the resourceful
amateur who prefers the pleasure of
building his or her own equipment.
205pp., 8-*"x 11" Paper back
Code No. 1300 £14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Power Amp
Pro’ ects

Principles of Electron Tubes

by Herbert . Reich

A textbook for beginners starting with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers, transformers and power supplies. A must for
both enthusiasts and hobbyists.
398 pp 6” x 9" Paperback
£27.95 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1010

An Approach to Audlo Frequency Amplifier Design

Seventeen circuits from 5 to 1100watts - General Electric Co. High
quality amp. designs using KT66s, KT88s, DA100s etc. Includes
two valve pre-amps complete with phono stages.

126pp 6'x 9” Paper back Code No. 1020

£19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55

Contents: Simple valve phono stage, transformer less amplifier
using 6082, 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-amp for the
Williamson, low distortion tone control pre-amp., binaural or
stereophonic, transistor phono amp., corner & concrete horn
loudspeaker.

Code No. 1170 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57

Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter amp., bud-
get 11W amp., versatile bass/treble control, transistor theory, tran-
sistor pre-amp., transisior techniques, battery powered transistor
phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers explained.

Code No. 1180 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Tube Amplifiers

b .3\/’";' & vsv"

The most beautiful tube amp book in the
world. No specs. no test. just 215 gor-
geous four colour photos of 65+ amps
with a short description of each.
Including a 12 page explanation of the
history of tubes and tubeamps. Apendix
with addresses with tech. data.

167pp 9" x 121"

Hard back Code No. 1310
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

The Wllhamson Amplifier
Offers praclical advice on how to build
and set up the amplifier for best results.
40pp 8" x 11"

Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Binns i Linde

Build your own Audio Valve
Amplifiers b e

This book covers consiruction pro-
jects for preamplifers, power ampli-
fiers and two amplifiers for musical
- instruments aimed at the

practical audio/hi-fi enthusiast, it
offers much information on the opera-
tion of electron tubes, while the first
chapter gives a short history of the
thermionic valve.

paperback, 251pp, 235mm x 13mm
Code No.1320 £14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Audio Valw
Amplitlicrs

J. DERETH Fundamentals of Radio-Valve
Fu;rdamentals [ehnie
s
.. This is part of the philips technical
Rad'o' Valve series written in 1947 it was one the
Techmque most authoritive and comprehensive
treatments of the nature and function
of the vaccum tube.
534pp 6 x 9” Paper back
Code No. 1630
£21.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)
REPRITED MR O\ TRBOTED §T
AUDDK) AMATTHR PRESS

Electronic Valves in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E od¢ TS,

Originally published in 1954 by Philips, this book encourages
amp. builders to experiment with design elements. Discussing
the use of valve data, the function of different amplifier stages and
includes detailed descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of prac-
tical data, measurements and interesting features will be found. A
very good read.

Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520

Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W EL84 amp., valve
active crossover and 20W treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural,
binaural, monophonic and stereophonic explained, heterodyne
FM multiplex adaptor, transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high
power audio amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Code: 1190 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan‘60 to Dec'61

Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback techniques, the coming
of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker
efficiency.

Code No. 1200 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)
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N GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, Norch
, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists. Arcam,Audio
logue, Bose, B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
0, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject, Musical Fidelity,
AD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD, Radford, Rotel, Ruark,Tannoy,
DL, Teac, Thorens, UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP Club
ember, Deimo Room, installation service. Easy Parking and
Korway aceess. All major credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30
Closed W~ -
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Agencies include: Arcam, McLaren, A1, B&W, Castle, Caspian,

Chord Electronies, Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell, LFD,

Michell, Meridian, Musical Fidelity, Monitor Audio, Naim, Nautilus

800 series, Pink Triangle, ProAc, Roksan, SME, Wilson Benesch,
XTC and many more.

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, WA| 2RF.
Tel- 01925 632179. See our main entry under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax Chester (0I244)-

401290, Cheshire's alternative hi-fi specialists. Honest advice and
personal service. We can demonstrate Alchemist, AVI, Henly,
Heybrook, LFD, Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat, Origin
Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd, Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord.
Demonstrations by appointment in Chester or in your own
home. Delivery & installation available. Mastercard, Visa, Switch,
Delta

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow, 01625 526213. Aura,
B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Revolver, |.PW,, M. Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics,
Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure. BADA
member.

- -

CORNWALL

UNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most exclusive Audio
ailer’. Agencies include: Alchemist, Audio Analogue,
Audio Note, Audio Spectrum, Border Patrol, Boston,
Electrocompaniet, Elemental Audio, Henley, JM Labs,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Ortofon,
Parasound, Sonic Frontiers, Primare, Project, Nordost,
Philoshophy, REL, Tsunami, S.M.E, Sudgen, Stands
Unique, Teac, Vienna Acoustics, Triangle, Trichords, Tara
abs, Sonlc Link. Home Demonstrations by Appointment.
ax, 01326 221372 Mobile 0468 754353. E-mail. soundsper-
@i migity.com

oriaViad

br Aura,
gden,

Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial facilities. Free
installation. Service Department Mon - Sat. 9 - 5.30
PRACTICAL HI-FI 06 English Street, Carlisle, CA3 8ND Tel:-
01228 44792 See our main entry under Lancaster.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole, Parkstone,
Dorset BH14.0AQ.Tel: (01202) 730865. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega,
Pioneer, Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the avail-
able choice and decide at your leisure - no pressure, no obliga-
gon. Quesstaff enjoy music, with our choice of products, you can
/too! Service Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities.
‘Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities available. Open
Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road, Winton,
Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tek: (01202) 529988/520066
Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer,
Sony, Yamaha, Full dem facitlites available, also home dem.
Friendly expert advice. Service Department Free installation.
Home trial facilisles. Access,Visa, Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home Cinema Specialists.
Main agents for Bang & Olufsen, Harman Kardon, |BL, REL,
Mordaunt Short, Sony, Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities
Include our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for the
ultimate way to choose the perfect system.Also on demonstra-
tion large screen televisions from Thomson, sony and Ferguson
with video projectors from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23
Seamoor Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth, Dorset.
Tel: 01202 555512. You will find the very latest In superb Hi-Fi
facilities with stocks to include: Arcam, Cabletalk, Celestion,
Denon, DTS, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, QED,
Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Tag McLaren, Target,
Teac,Technics,  Yamaha, and many more. If you're serious about
Hi-Fi you've probably heard of all these brands and probably
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for over 45 years.
Please call for expert knowledge and friendly advice.

WEYMOUTH HI-Fl 33-35 Maiden Street, Weymouth, Dorset
DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729. Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad,
Sony, Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional advice.
Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. Service Department.
Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch,
Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-
Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30

ESSEX

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir lsaac’s Walk,
Colchester. (01206) 577682. Alchemist, Arcam, B&W, Boston
Acoustics, Castle, Denon, Harman Kardon, KEF, Linn, Loewe
Opta, Meridian, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Philips, Pioneer, Project,
Rotel, Sennheiser. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround evenings, home
demonstrations. Excellent credit facilities.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
For specialist advice and home demonstrations. See Bristol &

Bath.

HAMPSHIRE

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road, Chandlers
Ford, Hants, SO53 2FU. Tel Southampton (01703)
252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home Cinema/Dolby Surround
Sound Demonstration Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8'
wide screen. Brands stocked include ARCAM (incl. Xeta),
Audiolab, Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Gradient, Infinity,
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Polk, Quad, Rotel, Seleco,
Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha.
Established (969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee covered by our
own well-equipped Service Dept. We have a large FREE car park-
ing facility and we are located within 3 miles from Junction |4
(M3/M27 Interchange) and Junctlons 13 (M3) and § (M27).Closed
Mondays, except in December: Late Night: Thurs to 8pm. BADA
Founder Member.All deposits fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel Street, Portsmouth Tel:
(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, Kenwwod, Mission,

\ TDL, REL, Attacama and much more. Laserdisc and AC3 special-
lists. Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. Tel:
(01705) 811618

HIFI WORLD



SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Portswood Road,
Southampton, Hampshire. Tel: 01703 559312. Hand made
Loudspeaker Systems! Tailored to your Individual tastes. Many
real wood veneers. Any colour finish available. UK. suppliers of
Driver Units for: SEAS, VOLT, MOREL, VISATION, RCL, SCAN-
SPEAK & MORE. Home builder kits always on demo. High quali-
ty accessories/components, comfortable listening area, ample
free parking, friendly advice.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 ODE.
(01432) 355081. Arcam, AT.C., B&W, Castle, Cura, Cyrus
Centre, Denon, Dynaudio, JM Lab, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, MVL, Naim, ProAc, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Project, REL,
Rotel, Ruark, john Shearne, Stax, System Audio, Tag McLaren, Teac,
Vienna Acoustics, Wadia, and Yamaha. Single speaker dem room,
home trial facilities, free installation, service dept, Access/Visa,
Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

ACOQUSTIC ARTS LTD 10/ ST. Albans Road, Watford, Herts.
Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923 230798. Audio Research, B&W,
Boston, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Denon, Densen, DPA,
Jadis, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Rel,
Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus, Faber, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available.
100 yards from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30

{Thursday open by appointment untit 8pm).

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops Stortford,
Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see main ad under
Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OB)ECTIVE 37 Tower Centre,
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN10 8UD. Tel: 01992
478666 Fax 01992 44043 1. Selected British and special-
ist brands. New, Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi
Purchased. Free Parking.

DARBY’s OF ST.ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St Albans, Herts.
Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire’s premier Hi-FifAudio Visual
specialists established 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it all;
Arcam,Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, REL,
KEF, Mission, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free plan-
ning service. Free Delivery and basic installation. Full workshop
facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 40 High Street, Ashford.
Seeking music lovers, male or female, any age, to share common
interest in musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, your
place or ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure. Open Mon-Sat.
Appointment Service or just pop in.Tel (01233) 62444|

DOVER HI-FI 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304 207562.
Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including; Arcam, Akai, B&WY,
Denon, Jamo, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad,
Rotel, Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening
room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities. Access/Visa. Open 6
days 9-5.30.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LPI12* knekt* Karik* Kairn*
Klout* Kremiin* Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh* Numerik* Tukan*®
Wakonda* Maijik* Mimik* LK100* Ekos* Kudos* Arkiv* Brilliant*
Lingo* Valhalla* Sekrit* Aktiv*..Dream systems for everyone
from £2,000 to £30,000+.A new dealership from a specialist fam-
ily business, established in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities.
Multi-room specialist. 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CT17
9AP.Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135,

KIMBERLEY Hi-FI 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent. Tel. 0181
304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon,?;chnics. Kenwood,Aiw, NAD,
Dual, Wharfedale, Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle, Monitor
Audio, Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct, Rainham, Kent, ME8
8QY. Tel. 01634 389004, Agencies include: Audio Innovations,
Audion, Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio Static,
Audio Technica, Chord Amps, Cogan Hall, Conrad johnson,
Convergent, Denson, Goldring, Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD,
Lyra, Moth, Nordost, Origin Live, Pink Triangle, Proac, SD
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko, Systemdek, Snell,
Target, TDL, Transfiguration, Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison
Research, UKD, Voyd,VPI, etc. Dems by appointment.

MATRIX HI-FI SHOWROOM - 65 Darenth Rodd, Dartford
Kent DAI ILU. Tel: 01322 292391, Fax: (01322) 229908 E-mail:
Matrixcomputers@compuserve.com Hi-end, Home Dem, By
appointment, over 30 years experience, for enquiries or a chat,

give us a ring.

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile’from city center
on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton, Lancs BL1 8HB Tel: (01204)
531423. Bolton's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all
the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices.Aiwa, Akai,Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity,
JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics,
Toshiba,Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A’V Demo
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service department, free
installation, home trial facilitles, free parking, Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00.Thurs-Fri
10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-5.00

HIFl WORLD

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read, Burnley, BBI2 7PL.
for audition of the best stereo and surround sound equipment
from BRYSTON (20 yr guar.), MYRYAD, PMC, RUARK,YAMAHA,
and the latest WILMSLOW-HART electronics, in a comfortable
demonstration room through commercial and custom-built
speakers including Transmission Line, Open Baffle and Reflex;
designs. Home demos encouraged for complete satisfaction:
Afso main agent for Liberty Audiosuite loudspeaker/audio mea-
surement system, ETF4.0 room measurement system and
LspCAD room/box design/crossover package, Call Tony Seaford
anytime for an appointment, a chat or free advice on 01282
773198 (fax 776413), or e-mail 106505.251 @ compuserve.com.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our main entry
under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772 883958.
The audio visual specialist, expert advice, instant demonstrations,
best prices, instant free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Castle, Teac, NAD, Lexicon, Arcam,
Kenwood, Denon, Sony, Technies, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer,
Mission, Kef, Celestion, B&W,

PRACTICAL HI-Fi 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LAl 1XN Tel:-
01524 39657 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Kno\wsley Street, Bolton, Lancs Tel:-
01204 395789 - See our main entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 8] Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, FY3 9DA
Tel:- 01253 300599. See our main entry under Lancaster.

ROMERS HI-FI, 94-96 High Street, Rishton, BB 4LQ. Suppliers
of quality hi-fi equipment including: Linn, Arcam, Cyrus, Quad,
Yamaha, Mission, Ruark, Sony. Menitor Audio, NAD, Onky, Bose,
Castle, Nordost, Straightwire, Panasonic, Pioneer, Loewe, TDL,
JVC, Target, Stands Unique. Specialists in muitiroom installations.
Access\Visa\Switch. Credlit facilities. Open 9.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat
(5.00pm Wed & Sat).Tel: 01254 887799 Fax: 01254 876866

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apollo, Audio
Analogue, AVl, Bow Technologies, C.A.T,Celestion, Chord
Electronics, Creek, D.C.S., Dynalab, Graham, john Shearn, LA.T,
Lumley, M.LT, Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Sirius, Stands Unlque,
Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend, Transfiguration, Unison Research,
Wilson Benesch, X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street, Ashby De La
Zouch, LE6S |AN. For further information call Michael on 01530
414128 or 0976 571875

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicdster, EWOI 16)
2623754. Email: shop@cymbiosis.com. Arcam.Acoustic Energy,
Cable Talk, Castle, Chario, Chord Company, Cura, Denon, Linn
Hi-Fi, Linn Knekt, Loewe Televisions, Lutron Lighting, Musical
Technology, Naim, Nordost, Projekt Furnjture, Rega, Revox, Rotel,
System Audio, Tag Mclaren, and Wadia. Multi room design &
Installation Service. 4 listening lounges, Installation Service,
Finance Available. Open 10-5.30 Monday to Saturday.

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins Square,
Leicester LEI SEWV. Tel: (01 16) 2539753. Fax«10116) 2626097.
Arcam, B&W Nautilus, Mission, Cyrus, Marantz, Pioneer, Quad,
Tannoy, Copland, Pink Projects, Michell, Technics, Rotel, Rogers,
Yamaha, Acoustic Energy, Chord Electronics, Teac, Miller &
Kreisel, DPA., Talk Electronics, Greig Lpudspeakers, ET.C. 4
Listening areas over 3 floors. We can demonstrate, deliver and
install. Including A.V. and Multiroom. Credit Facilities. All cards
taken, open 6 days 9.30-530.

STEREO SHACK 1-3 Guildhall Lane~Leicester. Tel: (0116)
2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission,
Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, |BL. Rotel,
Celestion, Jamo & many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem
rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit facilities
and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LONDON

AUDIOJOY LIMITED Run by enthusiasts for the enthusiasts,
in search of a natural and musical sound. Lavardin Technologiés
amplifiers in synergy with L53/5a and Harbeth Speakers.
Clearaudio turntables, Transfiguration cartridges and Graham
tonearms in synergistic unison. Stands Unique, Target, Nordost,
Michell, Trichord Research, and finally Rockport fo that littie bit
extra. www.audiojoy.demon.co.uk . Tel/fFax Ol81 363 4963
Enfield London.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE I58

sUxbridge Road,West Ealing, London, W13 85B Tel. 0184 579 6315
Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon,
JBL. JVC, Kenwood, Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES
range, Tannoy, Technics,Yharfedale, Yamaha and many more.Auth.
Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road, Lewisham,
London SEf3-SPL.Tel: 0181 318 5755/0181 852 1321. Arcam,
Denon, Marantz, Linn, Misslon, Naim, Tag McLaren, Pioneer-DVD,
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. Appts required, ser-
vice dept, home trial facilites. Interest free credit, Access, Visa,
Amex cards accepted. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed
Thursday.

CHOICE HI-F! Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist dealers in high
end quality second-hand equipment. All main brands in stock
including Krell, Audio R-Lsea[c_h. Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus
Faber, Linn, Naim, SME & many more>Geperous price given on
trade-in. Part exchange welcome.Also dealers for Trichord.SME,
Gamma, Trilogy, Lumiey, Boulder & many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-
Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for full details see entry under
SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road, London WI.
0171 580 3535 Arcam,Audiotab, Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion,
Ket, Meridian, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamlchi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open 10.00-7.00
Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept, Crediufacilities, delivery and
free installation.

K ) WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St,, London WIM 7LH.
0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487:3452.Two hi-fi & two home cin-
ema dem studios. Appts pref. Home trial. Installation by arrange-
ment. Service dept. Major credit cards. Interest free credit on
selected items. Majgr brands stocked: Arcam, Audio Alchemy,
Audion, Audiolab, Hudio Research, B&W Castle, Chord,
Copeland, DPA, Epds,Graaf, Harbeth, KEF, Klipsch, Krell, Lexicon,
Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel, Orelle;
Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison Research, Wilson
Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS |61 Old Brompton Road, London
SWS OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax (0171) 370 0192. Linn, Quad,
Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic_Energy, SME,
Audio Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan,
Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle, Michell, Monitor
Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, KEF, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission,
Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 4i<63 Webbs Road, Battersea,
SWI 1. Tel: 0171 92442040.Visit Www.orangesandlemonshifi.com
Juicy fruit from London’s freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer,
our sixth succulent yeal. Telephone demonstrations, or just pop
in.All the usual, i.e.friendly and efficient service, free home instal-
lation, credit cards, 0% credit finance available (subject to status),

lus...all the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle Acoustlcs,

he Chord Co. Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn, Marantz, NAD, Naim
Audio, Neat, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Yamaha ‘and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ ‘LTD 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater,
London, W2 4AH.Tel:0174 229 2077. Fax: 0171 727 9348. Email:
info@thomasheinitz.com. Web site: www.thomasheinitz.com.
Established in 1956 Thomas Heinitz has a long history of installing
the best music and visual syscems available. We continue to offer
the highest standard of service in the most relaxed atmosphere.
If you require multiroom, Av systems or just a high quality audio
system then we can supply systems that are tailored to your
exact requirements. For more information contact Rufus or
Alester.

TIME & TUNE For T, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car Hi-Fi. we are
dealers of: Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo, Kenwood, Marantz,
Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic, Pianeer, Sony, Technics. For these and
more come and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd,
London, E1 1B). Or call 0171 377 2000:

GREATER MANCHESTER

ORPHEUS AUDIO. Passion for Total Fidelity.. Authorised
Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Art Audio, Audio Analogue,
Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester,
Cabasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA, E.AR., Electrocompaniet,
Forsell, Gamma Acoustics, Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living
Voice, Lowther Voigt, Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle, Orelle,
Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord, Pink Triangle, Purist,
QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac, Triangle, Trichord 'Research, Totem,
Unison Research, VP, Yamamura Churchill, YBA and others. Free

deliveryfinstallation. Cail for list of parg’ex. bargains.
Demonstrations by arrangement in Standish (J2 of the M6}, or
in your own home without obligation.Tel: 01257 W3475 (evening

calls welcome).

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 65 Bridge Street, Manchester M3 3BQ Tel:-
0161 839 8869 See our maln entry under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 5t Annes Parade Wilmslow. Tel
(01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, NAD,
Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, Revolver, JPW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem.
rooms. No pressure!

AERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester £H2 3NH. Tel 01244
344227. See our main entry under "Chesfire".

MIDDLESE

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex.
Tel(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569 6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware, Middlesex.
Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952 5535. Most brands avail-
able - see full page advertnterest free credit, ask for details.
Demo rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all
week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. Part exchanges

OPAL DESIGNS LTD. Rockware Business @ Sste, 5
Rockware Avenue, Greenford, Middlesex, UB6:0AA Tel: (0181)
930 7972, Fax: oi8L)=" " 930 7976.
Email: jas@opal.co.uk. Home Page: wasw. opal.co.uk. High-end
Audio & Home Theatre Consultants. Authorised dealers: Mark
Levinson, Proceed, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn Knekt, Runco | Prejectors,
Faroudga, Stewart Film Screen, Revel Loudspeakers, Stax, WWilson
Audio, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, MIT.TransparentJB & W. Mail
order welcome. Credlt cards accepted. Phoné" for latest
brochure.
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RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond Road, East Twickenham,
Middlesex, TW1 2EB. Tel: 0181 892 7613 Fax: 0181 892 7749.
www.riversidehifi.co.uk Arcam, Bose, B&O, Castle, Copland,
Denon, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Pioneer, Project, Rel, Sonus Faber, Sony,Tag
Mclaren Audio, Tannoy, Teac, Theta, Wilson. Finance available.
Subject to status. Written details available on request. Export
orders welcome. UK mail order available, 3 demonstration
rooms. All major credit cards. Open |10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.

NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School Road, Bracon
Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR[4 8HG.Tel:(0§508) 570 829.
Stockists of the following leading Hi-Fi: Arcam, Audio Analogue,
Beyer, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Naim, ProAc, Rega,
Royd, Sennheiser, Talk Electronics, Teac and more. Bada mem-
bers, 2 comprehensive demo rooms.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-FI At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best in quality
sounds. Be it a question of taste,a question of balance or a ques-
tion of price, we're the ones to help. We stock: Marantz, Nad,
Pioneer, Roksan, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel,
Kenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Tannoy, Shearne Audio, Royd, Audio Alchemy, Teac and many
more. For more details call: 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NNI IRS. Tel:
(01604) 637871 Making Music with help from Linn, Naim, Rega,
Myryad, Arcam, Denon, Rotel,Yamaha, Marantz, Castle, Shahinian,
Epos, KEF,  Mission, Tannoy, Chord Company, Cable Talk,
Dynavector, Sumiko and others. 2 listening rooms, Open 10am-
5.30pm (closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian Way,
Nottingham, NG| 6GF Tel: 0115 958 4404. Nottingham'’s leading
hi-fi, multi room and home cinema store, serving the whole of
the East Midlands. Brands stocked include: Alchemist, Audio
Valve, Bose, Boston Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chord
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Jolida, KEF, Klyne, Linn, Linn Kneke,
Lexicon, Loewe, Monarchy, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Project Turntables, Precious Metals, REL, Rega,
Revox, Seleco Projectors, Sheffield Lab, Solidsteel, Sony, Stand
Unique, Stereophile, Talk Electronics, TEAC, Wavac, Wilson
Benesch and XLO. Large showroom including purpose built
home cinema room as well as three demonstration rooms.
Home demonstrations and a full instailation service available,
including multiroom systems. Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday-and Saturday; 11.30am - 7.30pm Wednesday.
Appointments out of normal shop opening hours can also be
arranged.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122 Alfreton Road,
Nottingham. Tel:- 0115 9786919. Multi-room specialists. Hi-Fi,
Home cinema. Al leading brands stocked. Three superb demon-
stration areas. Two year parts and labour guarantee. Home trials.
On site service facility. Full delivery and installation service. Easy
free parking. BADA Dealer. Established 1968. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

HI-CAM Buy/Sell Part Exchange. Good Quality Audio Products.
Equipment includes: Naim, Linn, Audiolab, Kef, Mission, Krell,
Meridian, Rel, Epos, Also Prologic Equipment. Open Mon-Sun
10.00am - 8.00pm. For genuine & friendly service Tel.Fax 01844
260182 Mobile 0973 233380.

OVERTURE HI-Fl, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, Oxon OX16 BLR.
Tel (01295) 272158. Email sales@overture.co.uk

Arcam, Bose, B&W Solid, Cura, Denon, KEF. Linn Produ-ts, Miller
and Kriesel, Mission, NAD, Naim Audio, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb demo
facilities. No appts. necessary. Home Cinema, MuitiRoom ‘and
Commercial installations. Access/Visa, instant cred.

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi afd Home Cinema Specialist.
Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road, St Leonards-on-Sea,
ESussex. (01424) 437}65/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Inngvations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark, Marantz,
NAD, JBL, Royd, Dali, jamo, Onkyo, Rel, Traget, Cable Talk,
Technics, TDC, Yamaha, Kenwood. Air condfioned listening
rooms, on site service and repair faciligje

MID SHROPSHIRE AUDIO 24 Feveril Bank, Dawley. Telford,
Shropshire, TF4 2BU. Tel/Fax: 01952 502097 OR mobi{e: 07930
913536. E-mail: roybaggott@hotmail.com  Used and ex-dem
Hi-Fi equipment, call for current list. Also agent for Audionote,
Alchemist, Appolio, Henley Designs, Michell, Ortofon, Project,
Rothwell Electronics, SME, Stands Unique etc. | will give you top
part/ex allowance against any new product. Home dems always
a pleasure (| will travel any reasonable distance)
APPOINTMENTS ONLY.

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street, Shrewsbury, Shrops.

SYI2ES. Tel. 01743 232065. Stockists of Musical Fidelity,

Mordaunt Short, Sony, Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&WY,

I;;oac.A io Visual. Products available. Open 9.30 - 5.30sm Mon-
t

SOMERSET

SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE Quality British and European
Hi-Fi. SME specialist, Mk 2 turntable_on derfonstration. Michell,
Garrard, Project, Ortofon, Tube Technology, Tesserac, Castle,
Ensemble Cables. 01643 851351 anytime.
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STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA 114 Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford STi7 4AH.
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel 01785 258216. All that's best in HiFi &
Home Cinema from quality manufacturers including Naim, B&W,
Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Seleco Projectors, Kef, Ruark, Densen,
Primare, Teac, |M Lab, Nakamichi, Quadraspire, Celestion &
Crimson. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest free credit &
trade-in facilities, and deliver & install systems throughout
Staffordshire & the Midlands. Openihg hours are Tuesday to
Saturday 10.30 untif 6.00, evenings by arrangement.

SOUND OF MUSIC The alternative Hi-Fi shop. 01270
214143.AK.G.,A V.., Alchemist, B.C.D., Blueprint, Castle, Chord
Co., Deva, Dynaudio, Dynaverfor, Electrocompaniet, John Shearn,
Kef, Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost, Ortofon,
Project, Projekt Stands, Q.L.N., Restek, Roksan, Stands Unique,
Teac.

SUFFOLK

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687  Mobile
0467 404874 Music from the Sound Foundry!
Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]: loudspeakers, Adyton:
amplifiers, Meracus: CD transports, players, DAC’s pre
and power amplifiérs, Yamamura Churchill: cables and
accessories, ART: Accessories Mail  Order
Accessories/CD's Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:

Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo hardware
offers. Most,major credit cards accepted

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Bury St Edmonds,
Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. “Hi-Fi and speaker centre
dedicated to quality hi-fi since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds
af(: Sundays. Evening and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES |28 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk,
NR32 |HB Tel: 01502 582853. Arcam, Acurus, Castle, Rotel,
Moth, Triangle, QTA, Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M& K,
Definative, MusicalrFidelity, plus the incredible Rothwell range.
Refreshingly different selection. Dem Room, Professional AV
installer’s from budget to high end. Full credit facilities. 9.30 to
5.30 Mon & Sat'~ 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to Fri.

EASTER/N AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, Ipswich,Tel, 01473 217
217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad, Arcam, Audiclab, Meridian,
Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi,
Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and
Top Tape. Also stock a wide range of accessories. usual credit
facilities. A BADA dealer.

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm, Borough
Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel: 01449 675060, We
offer genuine impartial, advice and demonstrations of quality
audio. equipment, racks and accessories. Demonstration by
appointment here or in your own home. Some ex-demo and
second-hand equipment. Phone for a consultation, demonstra-
tion, or price lists and praduct informatlon.

FURREY

INFIDELITY ¢ High Street,Hampton Wick, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey. KTI 4DA. Tel. 0181 943 3530. Stockists of:
Arcam, Creek, Epos; Linn, Meridian, Naim Audio, Nautilus 800,
Neat, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, Stax, Yamaha. Open Tues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

SPALDINGS Hi-Fl 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd., Croydon,
Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3 dem rooms and home
dem. Free installation/credit. Merldian, Linn, Naim, Quad,Arcam,
Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6,
Tues 9-8, . Service dept. {3 Dem rooms incl.A.V. 0% credit).

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visul Specialist with
friendly helpful staff phone or visit us at é-18 Norman Road St.
Leonards-on-sea, East Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398.
Meridian, Kef, Ruark, |BL, Marantz, NAD, Dali, jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Target, Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical Fidelity, Dynaudio,
Denon, Tannoy, B&W, Rotel, Thorens. Interest free credit avail-
able subject to status.Visa, Mastercard.

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi Shop”. 66
Upper North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273 775978. Fax. 01273
748419. email@powerplant.co.uk. Open 10am-6pm Tues-Sat.
Comfortable listening rooms. Experienced and friendly staff.
ATC, Arcam, B&W, Cyrus, Rega, Linn, Pro-Ac, Tag McLaren, and
much more.

WARWICKSHIRE

LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent Street,
Leamington Spa, Warks. CV32 5E|. Tel: 01926 888644
Fax 01926 887486 E-mail: thehi-
ficompany@dial.pipex.com. Web: htep:/fwww.hi-
ficompany.co.uk Arcam - Quad - Marantz - Denon -
Pioneer - Yamaha - NAD - Mission - KEF - Celestion -
Atacama - Technics - TDL - REL - Ixos Single speaker
dem room. Permanent Dolby Digital Demonstration
with rear projection televisions + DVD laserdisc hard-
ware and software in abundance. Part exchange and
credit available - subject to status.

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby, Warwks CV2|
2QF.Tel: 01788 540772.Agents for: Arcam,Audiolab, B&O, Castle,
Celestion, Denon, Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan, Pioneer,
Quiad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2 year warranty
on alb hifi Separates!2 Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All
Major Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring Now
For Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30. Closed
Wednesday. [f We Haven't Got It It's Probably NotWorth Having.
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STRATFORD Hi-Fl 10a Chapel Street, Stratford upon Avon,
Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533. Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus,
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha.
Demonstration room. Service facilities. Mail order, Interest free
credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Monday to Saturday. all major credit
cards.
WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, | 14Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford ST 17 4AH. See
our maln entry under “Staffordshire”.

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingharn - 363, Hagley Road, Edgbaston, BI7 8DL. Tel. 0121
429 2811,

Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road, B92 8JL.Tel. 0121 342 0254.
Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48 | AB.Tel. 01384 444184,
Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere Road, B73 STD.Tel. 0121 354
211

Arcam, Alchemist, Apollo, Audioquest, Audio Research, B&W,
Cable Talk, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus, Denon,
DPA, JBL, Kef, Krell, Maranaz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Sennheiser,
Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Teac, Theta,Yamaha etc. Classical CD’s
available at Birmingham only. Demonstration rooms, service and
installation. BADA member. VISA / MASTERCARD / AMEX /
SWITCH.Open:-10-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday. Late night Thursday
tlll 7.00 (ot Stourbridge).

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE ‘163 Spon Street,
Coventry, CVi 3BB. Tel: 01203 525200. Web Site:
http:/fwww.frankharvey.co.uk. Much more in store on 3
floors with 3 dedicated Hi-Fi demonstration rooms of
the very best Hi-Fi. Plus our new Home Cinema Room.
Appts Req. Open 9.30 to 5.30, Monday to Saturday.
Authorised agencies include: Acoustic Energy, Atacama,
Arcam, Audio Quest, Bang & Olufsen, B&W, Castle,
Cable Talk, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Definitive
Technology, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Monitor
Audio, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, Michell Gyrodek,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Optimum, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Quad, QED, REL, Rega, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sharp, Tag
Mclaren, Target, Teac, Tannoy, Thorens, van den Hul,
Yamaha. Interest free credit and part exchange. Wide
screen TV, Projection and Multi room specialists.

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The Parade, Sutton
Coldfield,Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall,
(sharing the ASDA shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4
private studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with Tube & LCD
Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim,Arcam, Audiolab, Chord,
Meridian, Monitor Audio and many more. So... if you've taken
time to read this, please let us make you welcome. Phone 012}
321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsall. Caltin and to
browse our exciting display of hi-fi and home cinema equipment.
Mail order available. interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6
days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call for late night. Expert Advice,
Cable Dressing and Installation.

WILTSHIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, {5 Catherine Street, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SP| 2DF.Tel (01722) 322169.Arcam, B&W, Celestion,
Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD,
Ruark, Sony, Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed atmos-
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available. Service depart-
ment, Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex.
Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH & BRISTOL heading.

WORCESTERSHIRE

MAX - MIDLAND AUDIO X-CHANGE I8! Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Wores. DY |1 5AD. Phone: 01562
822236 + Mobile: 0421 605966 - e-mail:
john.roberts20@virgin.com
Analogue Hi-end specialist + Open Monday to Saturday
9.30 to 6.00  Part exchange always welcome ¢ Evening
demos arranged by appointment * Service facilities *
Free delivery. Suppliers and installers of high quality
audio systems, including: Audio Note « Basis * BAT
Densen « Dpa « Electrocompaniet « Mark Levinson *
Michell + Nagra * Pass » Primare « ProAc * Rega * Revel
* Roksan * SPM » Sugden * UKD * Unison Research »
Wadia. Access, MasterCard,Visa and Switch.

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

THE AUDIO ROOM 2 George Street,Hedon, Hull, HUI2 8jH.
Tel: 01482 891375, Hifi - Home Cinema - Multiroom. Authorised
agents for:- Linn Products, Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, B&W, AV,
Marantz (including premium), Denon, NAD, Royd, Quad, Helios,
Nakamichi, Tannoy, Sonic Link, QED, Quadraspire, Stands Unique,
Soundstyle, CableTalk, Grado, Sound Organisation, Exposure, Talk
Electronics and more. Open Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, 0% Finance
Available, 4 Demonstration rooms, home demonstrations
available, friendly relaxed atmosphere guaranteed.

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482 587397.
"Comfortable listenlng rooms; Home dems; Personal, friendly
service; Free installations. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab,
Atacama, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist,
B&W, Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, KAR, KEF, Michell,
Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD,
NAIM, Pioneer, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio,
Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL, Tube
Technology,Vivanco and many others.

HIFI WORLD



YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

THE HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Sunnyfields, Doncaster,
DNS 8SA.Tel: (01302) 781387/391193, Fax: (01302) 781387. HiF!,
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI-ROOOM EXPERTS Musical Fidelity,
TAG McLaren, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, TEAC,
Unison Research, John Shearne, T & A, Impulse Horns, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist, Michell Turntables, Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Blueprint, Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living
Voice, Densen, Celestion (A Series only), Opera, Audio Physic,
Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Efectrostatics,
Ortofon, Goldring, REL Subwoofers, Yamaha AV, Proceed Digital
Cinema. Viewing and demonstration by appointment. Home tri-
als and free installation. Access/Visa and credit facilities. Phone
for more information.

10-8pm Tues - Fri, 10-6pm Sat, Closed Monday.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westgate Chambers,
Rotherham Tel: 04709 370666, 184 Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield Tel:
01142 756048 - Audio Alchemy,Atacama,Arcam,Audio Lab,Audio
Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celestion, Denon, Jamo,
John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn, Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub
Woofers), Rogers (Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd, Sennheiser,
Spendor, Tannoy "D", T.D.L,, Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms (6),
Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest free credit {details
available upon request}, up to 5 years guarantee.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York Y03
7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi-Fi and AV equip-
ment includes Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim,
Rega, Rotel, Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema and
Multi-room facilities. Service Department. Home installations.
Instant Credit and major credit cards . Closed Mondays. Phone
for chat and more details.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross Church St
Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon,
Rotel,Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission,
ect Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-
8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE HALIFAX 3-5 King
Cross St, Halifax. 01422 366832. Audio Analogue, Arcam, B+W,
Castle, Cyrus, KEF, MF, Mission, NAD, PRO-AC, Sugden, Quad, 2
Dem rooms Mon - Sat 9-5.30 closed Thursday. Credit facilities.

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A brand new
company offering a range of exciting Audiophile products care-
fully selected and professionally demonstrated. Equipment
includes Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classé, cable Talk,
DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage, Myryad,Orelle,
Trichord and many others. demonstration facilities, Home
demonstrations & Free installation. Part Exchange & used equip-
ment Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

- SCOTLAND——

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 014] 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226 5711.
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger

premises.
LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 014 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226 5711.
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger
premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6 5QG. Tel:
0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. Audio Research, Copland,
Naim Audio, Krell, Roksan, Rotel, DNM, Marantz, AVI, Martin
Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta Digital,
Transparant Audio, Aichemist,Quadraspire, Stands Unique.
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery and
Installation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm. Please phone for a map
or contact Raoul, John, Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-FI 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. Tel: 01224
585713, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos,
Heybrook, ION, Kenwood, Creek, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Cyrus, M.S., NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox, Rotel,
Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon Street
Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, |
Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on all
loudspeakers, keen prices.

HIFI WORLD

KEYIN GALLOWAY AUDIO., Audio Physic, Accuphase,
Audion, Basis, DCS, JM Lab, Pink Triangle, Electrocompaniet,
Sugden, Nagra, Tara Labs. Nationwide delivery and installation.
Demonstration by appointment. Tel: 01563 574185. Fax: 01563
573207.

JAMES KERR & Co., {45 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226 5711.
Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now at new larger
premises

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street, Finnieston, Glasgow
G3 8XZ.Tel:(0141) 221 0221 or visit us at www.loud-clear.co.uk.
Glasgow's finest and friendliest Hi-Fi store, combining knowl-
edgeable advice wtih specially selected products and the best of
service.Three comfortable demonstration rooms, full service and
installation facilities, interest free credit on selected products.
Product lines include Naim Audio, Exposure, Alchemist, Rega, Tag
McLaren, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Acoustic Energy,
KEF, KEF Reference, Monitor Audio, Tannoy, ProAc,VdH, Chord
Co.,DNM,Ash Design, Stands Unique. Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm,
Thurs till 7pm. Complimentary parking at PC World, Finnieston
Street.

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, Tel: 0141
248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix. compulink.co.uk We will supply
the most musical sound for your budget and if you take the time

to visit us we will take the time to return the compliment with -

free installation of your chosen equipment Open 10-6.00pm
closed Sunday, Tuesday Installation Nation-wide Interest free
credit available.

AUDIO NOTE SALON Five dem rooms in Glasgowis peace-
ful west-end; free parking, relaxed atmosphere, serious equip-
ment. Unique in the north, we specialise in Audio Note (entry
level to Ongaku), Bow Tech and Mark Levinson, speakers ificlude
ProAc and Zingali. Large second-hand stock and cost-effective
cables. Established 1979 as the original Music Room, we invent-
ed the dem room, matching, and consultancy rather than selfing
hyped gear. We save you a lot of disappointment. See our full
Eage and half-page ads in this issue.Visit us online, HYPERLINK
tep://www.audioshource.co.uk www.audiosource.co.uk
Phone or fax for advice, info sheets, lists, or appointment.
Fax: 0141-339 9762,
E-mail HYPERLINK mailto:jack@audiosource.co.uk
jack@audiosource.co.uk . Phone 0141-357 5700.

WALES

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 01244
344227. See our main entry under "Cheshire”

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, North
Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See our main ad under Cheshire.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061. Call now for
price list, UK or overseas. Hi end new and pre-owned hi-fi at an
affordable price. Home trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier
service and repalr service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

———IRELAND——

AUDIO AUDIO HIFI SPECIALISTS |5 Mansfield Heights,
Portglenone, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland BT44 8JR. Telephone 01266
822128/ Fax 01266 822128. Products include Totem, Sugden,
Denon, Ortofon, Project, Alchemist, QED, Chord Co., Arcam,
Quadraspire, Audioquest, Rega, Soundstyle, Apollo, Grado, Ixos,
Sonace, Optimum,Acoustic Energy, Tangent, Mighty Mighty, Sound
Organisation, Jamo, Free installation. Please ask about our FREE
customer care package.

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street, Blackrock, Dublin,
Tel.2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887.Products include: Arcam,
Classe, Philips, B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian and others. Open
Tues/Sat 10am-épm. Thurs/Fri 'till 9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel: (00 353) |
4785205. Fax: {00 353) 14785219.We all have two ears and one
mouth - use them accordingly. We only stock the best products,
based on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales pat-
ter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single speaker demo
rooms. Free delivery and installation. Full service department.
Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6

e NORTHERN IRELAND-——

KRONOS HI-Fl 7 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon, BT70
IAR. Tel: (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006. Email: David@KronosHi-
Fi.demon.co.uk, website http://www.Kronos Hi-Fi.demon.co.uk
We have one of the largest ranges of qualityHi-Fi in Ireland. OQur
agencies include Absolute Sounds, Apogee, Audion, Audiomeca,
Blueprint, BOW Technology, Cadence, Copeland, Denson,
Frameworks, Harman Kardon, Helios, |BL, Kelly, Kimber, Klipsch,
Living Voice, Lyra, LFD, Marantz, Michell, MIT, Musical Fidelity,
Nottingham Analogue, Oracle, Orelle, QLN, Rogers, Roksan,
Rotel, Ruark, Silver Sounds, SME, Triangle, Trichord, Unison, UKD,
Wilson Benesch,YBA and much more. Demo rooms for Hi-Fiand
AV. Free installation, home demos and home trial. Access and
Visa. Credit including instant and interest free. Multi-Room spe-
ciafists. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 10-5.We are
also open any evening by appointment.

YINYL [ RECORD MAN ORDER
AUDIOPHILE UK LTD 214 Station Road,Addlestone, Surrey,
KT15 2PH. Specialists in high quality, new and used vinyl & CD.
Telephone order: 01932 701248 Fax order: 01932 701162, E-
mail order: sales@audiophile.co.uk. Order your copy of our free
monthly flyer and get the most up to date information on new
releases plus the thousands of mint used LPs we hold in stock.
As well as this we stock interconnects, record cleaning materi-
als, isolation feet and many more accessories. Callers welcome
by appointment. Hours Mon - Fri 9.30am 5.30pm and occasion-
al Saturdays.

ABERGAVENNY MUSIC 23 Cross Street, Abergavenny, S.
Wales. NP7 SEW Tel: 01873 853394. 9am - S5pm Monday-
Saturday. E-mail: abermusic@compuserve.com. All major credit
cards accepted. Abergavenny Music is a specialist classical music
shop carrying a wide stock of CDs & Tapes. We regret we do not
stock vinyl. Please phone for prompt personal service. Any item
in stock can usually be posted on same day. First class free p&p.
We welcome any enquiry or order.

DIVERSE MUSIC 12 Upper Dock Street, Newport, Gwent.
NP3 1DE 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat Internet site http://www.diverse-
music.co.uk. Phoneffax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diverse-music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available. Mastercard,
Visa, Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and forthcoming releases: Blug
Note 180gm LPs - re-issued on I4th April (very limited) J\FO
farge current and back cataiogue stock selection. P&P £1.00 st
LP, additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) Please contact.us for
more details and catalogues.

" SILYERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7 6UH Always

wanted:Vintage and Modern Equipment, Recirds & CD's. Tele/fax
Steve on 01992 620905.

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VP! record cleaning machines
and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in the UK - at the best
prices. Living Stereo, Verve, Mobile fidelity, Decca, Absolute
Analogue, Testament, MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of analogue
accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax 01425-654400 for
orders or catafogues.

VIVANTE - Unit 4, 60 Frigh s, Hampton Wick, Surrey KT1
4DB. Tek: 0181 977 6600. Fax: 0181 977 4445 ‘One of the UK's
fargest importer and distributor of audiophilerand conventional
vinyl is now operating a mail order service spetialising in jazz and
classical reissues. Labels include Decca, London, Deutsche
Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI, Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS,
Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue available.
Access/Visa accepted.

WOODSTOCK RECORDS, The regions largest new and used
vinyl specialist catering for all musical tastes - classical; jazz &
blues; rock; sixties; indie; funk; soul; reggae; soundtracks; disco,
deep house; hip hop; drum & bass; breakbeat; electronica and*
much much more. Plus extensive 7" section and a wide range of
accessories.  Internet site coming soon! Shop details: 22
Heritage Close, St Albans, Herts AL3 4EB Tel/Fax 01727 846 907.
E-Mail: woodstockrecords@LineOne.net

Shop hours:Mon 10.30-6.30 Sat 9.30-5.30.

——VINTAGE-

AUDIO CLASSICS. 18/20 Chapel Green Road, Hindley,Wigan|
WN2 3LL Tel: 01942 257525. Fax: 01942 207089. Mobile: 0585
476574. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired and renovated. Mail order
and vintage specialists. Please see our main ad (look under the ad
index to find) for further information.

———EX DEMONSTRATION—

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. {(Northampton)

Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough Road,
Northampton, NN I 4DU. Tel: ( 01604) 231261/845138. Mobile:
(0370) 877893 Urgently required: compact disc collections, hi-fi
separates,. especially Linn products, Naim Audio, dyrus
Electronics, Musicat Fidelity, Quad Electronics, ‘aimost anything
British/American. Cash waiting. part exchange welcome. We also
stock lots of audio accessories, compagt discs, vinyl, Nicam video
recorders, DAT players. Single speaker dem room. All equipment:
is sold with warranties. All Credit Cards accepted. Please phone
anytime for stock update.

AUDIO CLASSICS..i8/20 Chapel Green Road,Hindley,Wigan,
WN2 3LL Tel: 01942 257525, Fax: 01942 207089. Mobile: 0585
476574. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired and renovated. Mail order
and vintage specialists, Please see our main ad (look under the ad
index to find) for further information.

CHOICE HI-FI/Hi-Fi Exchange Open |0am-8pm, 7 days by
appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181 392 1994. Agents for
Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell,
Gamma,Van den Hul, Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight
Wire, Target, Trichord, Trilogy,VPl, XLO and many more.We offer:
generous part exchange, your equipment purchased, show
room/dem room, single speaker dem room, trade in policy, cred-
it card facilities, mail order, export service, finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO.To hear how realistic music can sound,
please call for for an appointment, {day or evening). Objective
advice, comfortable fistening, home-demonstration, free instalia-
tions, part exchange, repairs and superb service. Acoustic
Precision,Air Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe, EAD, Fanfaare,
Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Notts, Analogue,
Opera, Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle, Trilogy,VP!.
High Wycombe (01494) 437892.
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A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S
MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.

ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS Call us and allow us to
transform your life with products from an acclaimed
range of Amplifiers, CD's and Pre/Power combina-
tions Including such models as 'Kraken’ and Forsetti’
right through to our award winning ‘The Alchemist’
range (Winners 19% C.O.TY. Lapar;) Unit_ |,
Furzewood House, Cranbourne Ind Est, Potters Bar,
Herts. ENé SLN Tel: 01707 664607 (for en: uiries}
Tel: 01753 889949 gor UK Sales) Fax: 01707 66420
(for enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALEMA LTD 103 South Street, Lancing, BN |5 BAS,
Tel. 01903 750755/6. “AUDION™ "EDISON"
“DAC" “AMP" Europe’s Leading Brands, Gold
Medal Winners "A" Rated in Stereophile, Best of Year
ganwan). Buy the Best Full Remote Valve And New

ransistor Range. Tube Amps £599 - £15000, Kits
From £399. Check the Latest at www.hi-fidelity.co.uk.

APPOLLO The UK based designers and manufactur-
ers of high auality speaker stands and equipment racks
have now added to their comprehensive range a mod-
ular system ideal for housing audio visual products

{) storage. Please send for our free brochure to
Zenith Crown Ltd. Tipton Rd, Dudley, West Midlands,
DY 14 Tel. 012F 520 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - Al}
export trade enquiries welcome.

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square,
Forest Row, East Sussex RHi8 SES Tel: (1342
826262 Fax: 01342 82484S. Manufacturers of the
atented  BASE  VIBRATION ~ CONTRO
LATFORMS AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM. These Products are endorsed by
Hi-Fi World.  Also_newly introduced are the
RESONANCE CONTROLLED HI-FI CABINETS
which are multi level modular design and available in
various sizes and wood finishes. Please telephone for
more details and a product portfolio.

AUDIO 3YNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digitat to analogue converter, comes,
DAX-2, a new Hi-End reference converrer able to dig
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION serles of ail Vishay
controllers has just been Introduced In the form of
PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled uniquely trans-

arent passive preamplifier, the perfect match for

ESIRE. By word of mouth our DESIRE power ampli-
fier is rapidly convincing listeners, whether passive or
active! New for 1997 is TRANSCEND a state of art
CD transport with AES. coaxlal, AT&T glass and
Toslink outputs, Audio Synthesis, PO BOX
50,Nottingham, NG9 1DZ, Tel: (+44) (0)115 922
4138, Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701.

BORDER PATROL 63 Berriedale Avenue Hove
BN3 4D TellFax 01273 276716. Manufacturers of
Power Supply Units for valve amplifiers, Singfe-
Ended Power Amplifiers and high quality
Transformers. The Border Patrol PSU: valve-
rectified choke input filter power suppl( units which
dramatically improves the sound of valve amplifiers:
models available to svit Audionote, Audio
Innovations, Audion, Art Audio, Cary, Unison
Research, World Audio Designs. The Border Patrol
3008 SE single-ended valve amplifier fearuring inter-
stage driver transformers and valve rectified choke
input filter power suppiies. Border Patrol trans-
formers: high quality output (PP and SE), interstage
and pre-amp output transformers and high vatue
inductors.

CABLE TALK
UK designed and manufactured range of interconnects
and speaker cables from the affordable to the
sensibie - not the outrageous ! To receive a full colour
brochure/copy of reviews/price list and dealer list
lease write, telephone, fax or e-mail quoting:
E HFW MYM 00] to:
ble Talk, UmxH. Albany Park, Camberiey, Surrey, GUIS

15 2PL.
Tel:ﬁ+44 (0) (276 686717, Fax : (+44) (0) 276 6863S3.
e-mail: inl igalk.couk or wisit our web-site at :
www.cabletalk.co.uk
CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Llandudno Road,
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies / man-
ufactures mailorder, high purity silver interconnects,

loudspeaker cables, internal wires and bespoke mains
cables. Generous two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road,
Wzshiniwn, Tyne & Wear, NE3§ 0BW. UK Sales
0191 415 0205. Fax: 0191-416-0392 E-Mail:
mbec@canford.co.uk Internet: www.canford.co.uk The
UK’s leading manufacturer and distributor of profes-
sional audio equlpment, specialists in cabling & con-
nectors. Canford invite interested partles to cll for
one of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogues which
details over 12,000 products. Canford have offices
and distributors world-wide.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower
Mount  Road, Maldstone.Kent MEI6 8AX
Telephone: 01622-764874, Fax: 01622-688480.
We have recently complemented our highly acclaimed
SPM range of power amplifiers with % superb pre-
amps- the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as weil as the BBC
qualified LS5/12A loudspeaker & LFS/i2 bass exten-
sion system. Calf us for copies of reviews that wiil
leave you wanting detalls of your nearest retailer.

CRIEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London NIt 3ER Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax:
0181 36) 4136. E-mail: mcreek@ibm.net Internet:
www.creekaudio.co.uk Creek Audio build stylish Hi-
Fi products in the UK, combining state of the art elec-
tronic design, with full bodied. accurate and musically
rewarding sound. Our standard size products come

in two - ranges, the entry level 43
series and hi%her priced 52 serfes. These include:
CD43 - CD piayer with 24 bit resolution DAC, T43

AM/FM Tuner, Integrated Amps - 5250, 5250SE and
4330 (described by Stereophile Magazine as the:best
amp under $1000). Our A43, A52 and AS2SE Power
Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts and both P43 and
P52 Pre-Amps offer passive and active operation with
remote control. In addition we have an W‘?Eg win-
ning OBH range of small‘products: OBH- M
and OBH-9 MC Phono”Pre-Amplifiers, OBH- || and
| ISE Headphone Amplifiers, OBH-10 and |2 Remote
Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH- 14 - 24 bit DAC.
See our home page for further details or call us for

leaflets.

DB$ AUDIO P.O.Box 91 Bury 5t Edmunds, Sufiolk,
1P28 6RY,.Phone: 01284 841891, Fax: 01284 8i1791. E-
maji: DBSaudio@AOL.COM . Superior sound with our

self-build loudspeakers, featuring quailty components and,

novel technologies. True high-end on a budget - £269
floor-standing DBS7 would cost over £1600 retail. Save

£€fs with sand-mount DBS8, DBS8-S, DBS4/3 and
DBS6/2. CLIO Lite electro-acoustic measuring system
with mic. only £455. Aiso Netcalc, Boxcalc and Boxdraw
speaker CAD software.

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valye
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517. Fax. 012}
681 8772 Mobile 0956 921740 U.K. Stockists
are: Classivle Sounds (Lelcester) GT Audio
London_N éNouingham Analogue, Purist
adio, The Cartridge Man (Len Gregory -
Croydon), cali for overseas distributors.

PALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14
8JT. Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributers of FOCAL
rive units and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropyiene
capacitors and the largest inductor manufacturer in
the U.K. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts
and Kits, Sub-Bass and Eiectronic Filters. "Everything
but the wood" Enquirfes should be accompanied by a
38p stamped addressed envelope.

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend
on Sea, Essex 552 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fulier's
audlo produce 2 range of innovative products,
Amplification - 210 single ended class A 'semicon-
ductor power amplifier - £1200, b70 2 mosfet
power amplifier of high standard - £599, prel and
prel + matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, genl
hono stage for mm and mc carlridges £199,
touds eakers - Pharoah system, upgradable from |
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass,
assive/active options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way
ﬁoor standing unit £849, Sultan H.E., 98dB sensicy-
ity £439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan, 91.5d8
sensitivity £309.

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel. 282 Skipton
Road, Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442.
Somebody Somewhere must make better storage
unizs for CDs, Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan
Edwards. BUT until he appears, why not send for the
brochure showing a selection of HAND MADE units.
To do this please send 3 x 2nd class stamps.

IPL ACOUSTICS are a long established supa)lier
of high guality speaker kits, components and FTFE
Silver cables. Our kit range includes 6 Transmission
Lines and Kits for A.V. use, available with or with-
out flat-pack cabinets (Plain or preveneered). Our
latest Transmission Line has a spyn aluminium bass
unit and a superb new ribbon tweeter. For details
send large 30p S.A.E. - IPL Acoustics, 2 Laverton
Roan;I§3 estbury, Wiltshire, BA|3 3RS. Tel. 01373
82

ﬁAHO UK LTD Jamo House, S Faraday Close,
rayton Flelds, Daventry, Northants,
Tel. 01327 301300

EM DISTRIBUTION (FI RAX lSnWﬁeId

ills, Spa Street, Ossett, Wakefield. WF5S OHW. Tel:
01924 277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a
new dimension in audio visual ra(ldng'. High quality
aluminium construction. Finishes avaitable to your
choice. Fully adjustable émm glass shelving. sound
insulation on shelf/feet. Custom created to suit your
system, Free delivery throughout the UK. For further
information or a free brochure contact JEM
Diseribution.

lORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cyntra
tace, 208 Mare Street, Hackney, tondon E8 3QE.
Tel. 0181 985 1646. jordan
Sight AND Sound.

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH 54 Coach Road,
Outwood, Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax
01924 870606. "I'd say that the Figaro is the best
minfature speaker | have heard” Audiophile March
1993. Write in or call for details on our full product
range and your nearest stockist.

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scowch Street
Centre, Dungannon BT/0 |AR Tel:01868 753606,
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of
some of the finest Hi Fi rrodu(ts in Europe. These
include Audiomeca digital products and turntables;
Lieder silver speaker and interconnect cables; Pro-
Ject turn-tables and amplifiers; Trizwe speakers and
electronics; and YBA “amplifiers. We also handle
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion vaive amplifiers
and mains filters and, Essex Audio digital products
from the UK. Please telephone or write for product
details and dealer lists

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | I“Ia{o Road,
Cro(don. Surrey. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166, Fax:
0181 684 3056. One of the iargest distributors of
electronic valves, tubes and semi-conductors in the
UK. and USA manufacturers. stock. We specialise in
obsolete types including original UK and USA made
au?io valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate quo-
tation.

LORICRAFT AUDIO " Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane,
Goose Green, Lambourn, Berks. RGI7 8XQ. Tel.
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 301's
and 401's using genuine spares and re-manufactured
parts to original pristine standards in our newly built

work shops designed primarily for these purposes.
W E g L7§) Y purp:
MARSTON AUDIO 7. Queens Avenue,
King's no N E30 SLR

g ynn, orfolk, :
Tel: 01553 772875 Fax: 01553 767988 email
marston@planetweb.cojuk,webslte:
www.planetweb.co.uk/marston. Manufacturers of the
Sithouette and Silhouette Elite Pigital to Analogue
Converters and the new “Marston Silhouette™ CD
Player, engineered to groduce stunning dynamics,
imfectable timing and a beautifully transparent sound.
Telephone for stockists and future developments.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD
Areside I“Iills:r Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire,
BD20 BLW. Tel: 01535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887,
Distributors of High Quality audio products from LFD
amplifiers, Totem Loudspeakers, Reference
Recordings, |ecklin™Float Headphones, Sequence foud-

atts Acoustics for

speakers, Sonneteer amplifiers and quality recordings
from Proprius. IF ITS MUSIC YO\J LOVE, TELE-
PHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE.

MICROMEGA distributed by Surrey Sounds, 32-33
Enterprise House, Terrace Road, Walton On'Thames,
Middlesex, KT12 25D. Tel: 01932 254297. Fax: 01932
230174, For dealer and product info on the fantastic
Minium complete system, up to the Solo and Data and
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‘Dialog, Also the new 24bit audio and video DVD'yIé -

er and the outstanding new premium range o
players. All Micromega CD players play CDs like Vinyl
MORGAN AUO!O SYSTEMS LTD A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of a CD
player [ D.A. converter [ integrated & pre/power
amplifiers: The integrated amplifiers are designated
125/250/600. Priced at £249/£399/£999. Pre-power
versions of the 250/600 are priced at £799/£899.
The CD player @ £579 & DAC £399 offer
astounding performance and complete the 250
range. For further nfo. please call:- 0151 236 7667.

NORTON TECHNOLOGIES LTD
Manufacturers of the acclaiimed AirPower LPI2
Power Supply. |4 Rothesay Avenue, Chelmsford
CM2 98U. (JINS) 283125

OPUSI/PENTACONE. Natwral
Music recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional,
Dynamic and Live. SYSTEM HARMONISING: A ser-
vice to extract the full potential oft‘our hi-fi equip-
ment by careful and innovative methods of § ner§y
Tumnﬁ . WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SES-
SIONT Because we record live music we know what
it sounds like. 4, Cross Bank Road, Batley, W. Yorks.
WE|7 8P]. Tel/Fax: 01924 445039.
E-Mai’lc}:enta:one@hounailmom

WWW, htep//dspace.dial pipex.com/nim

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for ~all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE.
Improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts
Drive, North embley, Middlesex HAO 3SB. Tel:
018| 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION
TellFax 01296 24756.

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the specialist
component company for high end audio enthusiasts.
Also carbon tubesfaudio valves. Major stockists for
Golden Dragon, Mullard, GEC & Tecnix valves plus 2
vast archive of vintage tubes.

Acoustical

PMCIBr{lton Emmy award winning manufactur-
ers of the highest quality loudspeakers and amplifica-
tion. Industry standard in Mastering, Film Scoring,
Broadcast and Post Productions. (5.1 & S(ereé
PMC Products: Compacts, Floorstanders, and Large
passive & actlve monitors. Prices range from £500
to £32,0000. Finished in a large selection of exquis-
ite real wood veneers, all PMC loudspeakers are
avallable in horizontal mirrored pairs, centre chan-
nels and complementary subs for 5.1 surround sys-
tems. Bryston’s balanced range of products include
R/C Preamps, Integrated, Amp modules for all the
PMC range, Mono, Stereo_|50W to 800w per ch, 3
Ch, 4 ch and 5 channel THX amplifiers, Surround
processors, all with distortion figures and build qual-
17 to die for. Every product is available In silver or
black backed by a 20 Eea warranty. PMC Led Unit
72 Haslemere Ind. Est, Tewin Road, Welw
Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 [BD. Tel: 01707
393002 Fax: 01707 393536 Email: sales@promoni-
tor.co.uk web: www bryston.ca/pmc

PRISM ACOUSTICS LTD Prism House, Duncan

Street, Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB45 | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444, Fax 01261 818555, Heep:/fwww.prism-
acoustics.com -mail:

enquiries@prismacoustics.com Prism Acoustics Ltd.
Has pioneered the used of Reflective Wave
Technology (RWT) in the design of all our loud-
speakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true
sound quality and potential of your system. Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natur-
al materfals offer better base definition, clarity, and
natural sound staging capabilitles. CD/Turn-table
platforms, custom made stands, shelves or anything
you desire cut and gohshed to any shape or size
required.Tel: 01603 721995

RBEL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgehd Ind Est.
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP. UK. Tel, 01656
768777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656
766 093. international. +44 656 766 093. Email: con-
tact@rel.net Web: hutp/irelnet The UK's only
specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. "The only
one that works". Get your dealer to glve you a home
demo and find out what the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG HI-FI SERVICES Holly
Tree House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4
IHW. Tel: 01759 372795, The service, overhaul and
reconditioning of all Tandberg hi-fi products regard-
less of age.

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22, Stevenag.
Hertfordshire SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953.
Foliowmﬁ the highly acclalmed Phase 2 integrated, by
adding the Phase ! power amplifier and bi-ampling,
Shearne Audlo are continuing the design philosophy
of an upgradable system through the range.
introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical, spe-
clalised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase 2
or 3 or both to upgrade their systems to highly spe-
clalised levels, also the introduction of the Phase 5,
100 watt Monoblock. These along with the phase 6
pre-amplifier can be used via Phono inputs or bal-
anced mode giving even greater versatility.

SONIC_ LINK The Derwent _Business
Centre,Clarke Street,Derby. DEI 2BU Tel: 01332
361390, Fax: 01332 200698. “Makes the World's
Finese Hi-Fi Cable From the Highest Quality
Materials” SonicLink BLACK RHODIUM intercon-
nect uses Rhodium Elated wire, VERMILION uses
pure Titanium wire. S-GOLD mains cable improves
the picture quality in TVs, computer monitors and
home cinema as well as sound in hi-fi systems. Best
sellin 1produ:ts include RED, SILVER PINK AND
VIOLET interconnects, AST7Sx2 AST200x2 and
$130x2 BiWire loudspeakers cables and GREEN dig-
ital 75 ohm interconnect.

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland,
Glasgow,, G12 9TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax. 0141 339
7597 e-mall bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We specialise
only in mass IozdinéYrr‘l\_ateml. After hours exhaustive-
ly leslinE SOUND ES with various types of speak-
ers, we know it works and so do you - we have never
had a single complaint. Call us for advise on how much
to 2dd to your equipment for the best performance
and the location of your nearest dealer.

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road,
London Swi4 BJR Tei: 0181 -255-6868. Importers and

distributors of the finest audio equipment, featuring
the stunnin; Bou;lder 2,000 series and the complete
range rom Norwegian manufacturer
Electrocompaniet.

E SUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works, Station
ane, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WFI16 ONF.
Tel. 01924 404088. Email jesugden@compuserve.cor.
Superb amplifiers and :ongau disc players from the
original class A Company. Our unique wide-bandwidth
Masterclass series sets new standards in sound repro-
duction and can be upgraded to 180 Warr balanced
monoblocks. Prices start from £549.00 for the incred-
ible Audition-T and £649 for the legendary Alla.
Contact us now for Brochures, reviews and purchase
details. British owned - British built.

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire, GUI4 7XA. Tel: 01252 378383. Please
ring for details

TAG McLAREN AUDIO - The Summit, i1
Latham Road, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEI8 6ZU.

Tel +44 (0) 1480 4{5600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 52159.
Combining science and technology with distinct style,
TAG Mclaren Audio's complete range of audio and
audio-vlsula products are designed to bring maximum
pleasure to the discerning listener. To find out more
visit our website at www.tagmclarenaudio.com, email
us on HelpDesk@tagmclarenzudio.com or contact
our helpdesk-Gn freephone 0B00 783 8007,

‘TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Britannia
House, Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 IR). The Audio
equlpment, rack and speaker stand speciallst. For
mc}ormatlon on our products please telephone or
write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best perform-
ing hi-fi and a/v accessories currently available in the
Uﬁ( These include: Puresonic, best known for its
range of high performance interconnects and connec-
tors, and cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and
alv applications in its range; Tech-Link's own brand
Swi((?l Boxes are the perfect solution to multlgle
applications - for example, Its highly acclaimed TAS-
is a very ﬁnctical and inexpensive way of switching
your speakers between hi-fi and home cinema sys-
tems; and Shark - a range of very exclusive high qual-
ity cables. interconnects and connectors.

For more information , contact:Tech-Link at Units
112, 76a Farnley Road, London, SE25 6NX. Tel:0181
771 8388, Fax: 0181 771 1840.

TEAC 5 Marlin House, The Croxlez Centre,
Watford WDI 8YA, Tef: 01923 819630. Fax: 01923
236290. Teac has already established a virtual world-
dominance in the manufacture of precision recording
equipment and data storage products and the compa-
ny is now turning. its attention to its core hi-fi and
audio related products. The Tokyo Electro-Acoustic
Company (hence TEAC) was formed in 1956. Over
the years TEAC has produced some of the world’s
most ou(standln§ recording equipment, including
many excellent affordable home cassette decks (for
which the name TEAC became almost synonymous)
and by the time of the dawning of the digltal age at the
beginning of the 1980’ it was tnternationally acknowi-
edged as a world leader in audio technology with a
string of high fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw a sig-
nificant wrning point for TEAC with the faunch of a
superb _new mini-system, a newly developed VRDS
mini CD player and a British designed CD player.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on
from the hi hlr acclaimed CD clock oscitlator modifi-
cations the Pulsar Series One digital to analogue con-
verter. This unique design is part multibit and part bit-
stream to give absolute llnearity over an extremely
wide dynamic range. Switchable between 18 or 20 bit
resolution this converter will become the standard for
CD replay. For detalls telephone 01684 S73524.

VADIS AMPLIFIERS Kirkland, 32 Head Street.
Beith, Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel: 01505 504128 A new
manufacturer in Scotland producing a very different
valve power amplifier. The DIRECT OUTPUT (Patent
applied for} design, after two years of development,
has resulted in a rower amplifier which dispenses with
the output transtormer, yet has an output impedance
of only 0.2 ohm! Distortion is low at about 0.05%, and
because there is no output transformer the bandwidth
is very wide with no loss of power or increase in dis-
tortion. The result is astomishingly clear and natural
sound. Two versions hand made to order, the SI5
ilving ISw per channel stereo, the MS0, 50w mono.
lack or colour finish.

WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Maln Street, Broughton
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RO. Tel. (0F455) 286603 Fax.
(014 52) 286605. “Extensive range of Drive Units and
over 30 different designs of self-assembly kit. Drive
units include those from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax, Seas,
Peerless, Scanspeak and Morel. Everytiiing required
for the loudspeaker Builder, and facilities to listen to
the kits in built up form.”

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

RJF AUDIO VISUAL tel 01209 612260/7(0777
Fax 01209 711939. AK.G., Atacama, Audioquest,
Audio Technica, Beyer, Chario, Denon, Goldring,
Harmon Kardon, Henley Designs, |BL, Klipsch,
Magnat, Micromega, Musical Technology, NAD, Neat
Acoustlcs, Onkyo, Ortofon, Primere, gro ect, QED,
Quad, Revox, Rowland. SME, Sonlc Link, goundstyle.
TDL, TEAC, Thorens, Trichord Research. Service
and repair to most high end Hi-Fi and studio products,
including open reel and multitrackers, modifications
including CD re-clocking and laser disc AC3. Valve,
transistor, analogue and digital specialists, PA and stu-
dio equipment suppled {new & used).

sTYL!

MUSONIC UK LTD Specialist manufacturer &
supplier of replacement & ortginal styli for more than
40 years. Over 600 types stocked with many obsolete
- 78 versions_available. Also pick - up cartridges,
record, tape, Cd accessories. Why not try us & hear
the difference!! Trade-Export enquiries welcome.
TelfFax/e-mail your requirements to: - Unit 13, Wenta
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford, Herts, WD2
4NL Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355  e-mail:
musonic@compuserve. com

TO ADVERTISE IN MEET YOUR
MAKER CALL AMANDA SWEENEY

ON 0208 864 4760
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buying guide

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

[

Heybrook
Heylette

Mission 772

Loudspeakers £

£200
£150
£240
£230
£299
£200
£130
£250
£150
£230
£119
£200
£299
£299
£150
£200
£240
£140
£50

£170
£199
£259
£269
£200
£130
£200
£129
£200
£299
£150
£199
£129
£298
£130
£199
£129
£139
£130
£150
£200
£170
£230
£200
£200
£100
£230
£270
£99

£200
£159
£149
£250
£299
£200
£60

£120
£140
£160
£240
£199
£120
£60

£200
£180
£150
£150

Year

Jan
Sep 99
,Dec 97
Aug 98
Oct 98
Jan 96
Apr 96
Nov 96
Sep 98
Jan 96
Feb 98
Jan 96
Nov 96
Feb 99
Jan 98
Sep 99
Nov 96
Feb 97
Apr 97
Nov 95
Sep 99
Oct 98
Nov 96
Oct 98
Jan 98
May 96
Apr 95
Jan 96
Jul 96
Oct 99
Feb 97
Jul 98
Apr 96
May 98
Sep 99
Apr 95
Jut 97
Nov 96
Nov 95
Aug 97
Jul 98
Apr 99
May 99
~Jan 96
Jun 97
Aug 97
Jun 96
Jul 95
Jan 96
Sep 99
Feb 96
Nov 96
Aug 96
Nov 97
Jul 96
Jun 98
May 97
Sep 99
Nov 97
Nov 98
May §7
Apr 97
Sep 99
Mar 99
Sep 99
Jul 96

Verdict

easonably neutral but ultimately lackiustre. Control of treble and mid-range poor.
Weighty, powerful performers with plenty of character. Exceptional value for money.
Partner the Opals with warm ancillaries and you get an involving sound. Avold bright amps and sources.
Energetic, bold and highly detailed, the Aura is one to consider for the budget-conscious.
Like Aura’s matching stand mounters, the 627Ms are lucid and controlled. Treble is brightish.
Unrestricted and clean sound with satlsfying musicality. An engaging subtlety not common at the price.
Clear open and detailed sound but balance too forward and weak bass.
Excel with taut hard-hitting bass with dynamic and uncoloured midrange. Metal dome tweeter bleaches out the treble.
With simple music, the CR6s work well, but not quite as well as the best of the competition.
A lively little animal, well worth the money.
The 12Is’ powerful, confident sound belies a rather poor measured performance.
Big presentation but a rather distant quality. Could sound boomy and confined.
Sterling performance in the bass with speed and control. Good midrange projection.
Quality construction and sound marry to produce a very capable 'speaker. Open treble and firm bass for the size.
A lot of loudspeaker for the money. Punch and slam in the bass but sometimes thin in the treble.
Immediate ‘hi-fi' sound with littie subtlety or finesse. Bass inclined to boom, although mass-loading helps.
Although bright, the Symphony 6s score for clarity and power. Bass is fast and accurate.
Smooth, balanced performers that do a good job on any genre. Free from the nasties that afflict many at the price.
Not the last word in midrange or bass clarity, but gives real hi-fi results for a paltry £50.
For their size and price they offer some super qualities, especially stable imaging.
Better suited to Classical than Rock or Heavy Metal. Smooth and refined sound will appeal to many.
Capable all-rounders, the Optimas combine smoothness, insight and control to great effect.
Excellent imaging with clear treble and midrange. Bass slightly dry and boxy but would sult a smaller room.
In spite of a few colorations, the Jamos are fine examples of budget active operation. ’
With greater transparency and a bit more get-up-and-go, the 510s could be leaders of the budget pack.
The 60S is open and detailed but coloured too.
Rhythmic push and tuneful bass are the plus points of these small standmounts.
Breezy presence, good dynamics and a sense of fullness. Not the utmost in clarity, some box colouration.
Strong bass can get out of control, as can treble. This tends to overpower the midrange.
A highly entertaining bi-wire budget mini. The only slight let-down is sound staging.
Impressive bass and a sweet clarity make the Q15s 'speakers that’ll put a smile on any audiophile’s face.
The L.S90UKs have dry bass and limited tonal colour, but staging and imaging are superb.
Well-behaved and with a decent tonal quality.
The 700s are easily outclassed by Mission's own superb 731 Pros at a £10 premium.
Weli constructed and engineered but top-heavy balance lets the side down with its lack of subtlety.
An initially impressive, up front sound but ultimately a little uninvoliving.
Music makers with a clean,punchy sound. Real value for money.
Mission’s babies are a truly worthwhile improvement on the original 731s.
Excellent sound puts the competitors in the shade. Well built and pretty too!
If you've got £200 with ‘loudspeaker’ written on it, then the 732i should be on you're shopping list.
Superb stand mounters of real refinement and musicality. A touch bass light.
Civilised standmounters which lack nothing in control, finesse or transparency.
A novel multi-media two-satellites-and-sub which nevertheless demands to be taken quite seriously.
Very tight bass and an all-round big sound. Some sharpness in the treble but assertive and clear.
Impressive bass with midrange clarity are pluses. Prominent treble stops the 801 from challenging the best.
The Paradigms have a generally enjoyable sound but treble is sharp and midrange recessed.
Solid bottom end will drive a large room well, but they’re a bit bright too.
Engineering Is not tip-top, but with a smooth system they will produce a clear and open, if bright, sound.
Rather small sound for a big cabinet. Absence of deep bass hard to forgive.
Very individualistic loudspeakers will need careful auditioning to ensure that they’re right for you.
Clear, bright and open but with weak bass. Best used close to or against a wall.

‘Detailed and clear with a forward midrange. Could be a little rough on vocals; bass extension is limited.

Excellent all-rounder that provides a real open window into almost every genre of music.

The Tangents’ bass has attractive speed and impact, matched with smooth treble and open midband.

Good Imaging as well as control. Tweets a bit too much but more than fine for the money.

The best at the price and capable of embarrassing many more expensive 'speakers.

For £140, you get a 'speaker with transparency and enjoyability unmatched at the price.

A little brittle in the upper midrange but the virtues outweigh the fauits many times over. Budget bargain.

Even overall balance and taut secure bass, if not the deepest ever. Slightly lightweight and uninvolving.
Worth an audition if you need to balance a bright source and amp, but treble lacks clarity.

Bright treble Is partially balanced by taut , well Integrated bass, but outclassed by the competition.
Clean, incisive, detailed and revealing, especially in the bass.

The more you listen, the more you appreciate them. Best with smaller scale muslc - not for headbangers.
Great value Introduction to active. The sound is deep and powerful but could be a little coloured for some.
Honest reproduction, but with a suspicion of bass boom. Lacking in flnesse; little dated now.

Can work well if partnered to give weighty bass and smooth treble.

PERFORIMANCGE

Here’s looking at you kid!

There’s many a catch phrase for describing how good
something looks and sounds but here’s a simple truth.
You can believe what you read but you will never really
know how good something is until you listen. Why just
read before you buy when you can listen and when you
hear what we mean, you will never look back. Honest!

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon-Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)
You can’t touch it but you sure can feel it
You can’t see it but you really can hear it
Call 0181 318 5755 & join us for true -
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Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict

£549 Jul99  Almost worthy of domestic bargain status, the M1s lack just a llttle smoothness and finesse.
£700 Oct99 Quality drive units give smoothness, detail and imaging. Require hefty amplification and finish could be better.
£399 Jun 99 The ASCs have natural warmth and good imaging. Inclined to be a little power-hungry.
£600 Apr98 Tuneful and confident, these 'speakers are well suited to Pop and Dance music.
£350 Mar 97 All the ingredients for listening fun are in the DM305. Overalil presentation could be more cohesive though.
£300 Aug99 A fair design that needs partnering with smooth amplification in a well-furnished room.
£600 Mar 95 Good-looking solid 'speakers with great spirit and tenacity but with a dry trebie. Not fans of classical music.
£400 Jan 97 Arresting style allied to an engaging sound makes the Minipods atiractive. Best with smooth amps and source.
£699 Dec 96 Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange but need matching to warm ancilliaries to avoid sounding bright.Castle
£799 Aug 96 Bass power and extension will impress but overall sound is uneven and rather sterile.
£425 Aug 99 Unusuai styling will polarize opinion, but sonically the '15s are fair performers. Imaging could be better.
£450 Mar98 The Kendals have great clarity but need coupling to warm ancillaries.
£579 Jul 98  Apart from some hardness in the tweeters, the Severn 2s are accomplished all-rounders. JPW Ruby 2.
£399 May 95 Music makers through and through with a great feel for rhythm and dynamics.
£549 Apr99 The Lynxes are superbly built but their rising bass and treble suit home cinema more than hi-fi.
£700 Feb 96 A powerful and rich sound from these competitively priced floorstanders makes them worth a recommendation.
£495 Oct96 Strong, punchy bass allied to detalled and articulate midrange and treble.
£339 Mar97 The Heylios stand out for their bass depth, dynamics and sound staging. Overall balance prefers Classical to Rock.
£389 Oct95 Posses a neutral, fast and dry sound. A good match for soft sounding systems.
£300 Apr95 Delicate, detailed sound, albeit with rather imprecise imaging. Will work well on a bookshelf.
£300 Nov 97 The 910s aren’t perfect but make music fun. Quality, power and extension, the Millenniums are worth a listen.
£395 Oct98 Once allied to warm electronics, the Ruby 2s mix insight with plenty of involvement.
£599 Jul95 Partnered with the Rogers AB1, this is a substantial marriage.
£350 Nov 97 Very accomplished midrange and treble but the dry in the bass. For Rock fans the upper bass speed is appealing.
£499 Aug 97 The Q55s look rather expenslve at £500 with thelr 'boom and tizz’ presentation.
£499 Oct97 The RDM1s soundstage well thanks to their Uni-Q drivers. Can be uninvoiving because of a lack of scale and impact.
£389 Dec 95 Highly musical standmounters that give similarly priced floorstanders a great deal to worry about.
£750 May95 Very polite and many will appreciate their civility. Deep powerful bass.
£300 Apr95 Captivating floorstanders that bring music to life - what good hl-fi should do.
£400 Nov99 Nicely engineered slimline model. Some sonic trade-offs with the compact size.
£430 Sep95 Engineered for low price and showroom appeal rather than absolute sound quality.
£350 Apr97 Charming little stand-mounters with a sweet, warm, muslcal sound.
£578 Jan97 Dynamic, punchy, and musical yet refined like few at the price. Bass lacks a little depth.
£500 Feb 99 With the right ancilliaries, the 774s have a clarity and lack of colouration still rare at the price.
£300 Nov96 ' Sweet sounding metal dome tweeter although the dry bass and rather plasticky midrange work against it.
£474 Jan 99 Sophisticated, neutral sound and fine musicality put the PM15s near the head of the class.
£600 Jan 96 A thin and hard sound but precise with it!
£445 Jan99 Deserving 'speakers with good looks and build. Can fail to shine with over-polite equipment.
£389 Aug 95 Very crisp sounding 'speakers best sulted to smaller rooms.
£300 Nov99 A mini'speaker made for music. Well built and versatile. At worst, ponderous, at best, immense. Opera Prima
£495 Feb99 The Primas offer a taste of the high-end at a sensible price. They are more fans of Classical than Rock though.
£329 Oct95 Good value floorstanders with clean enjoyable sound - not quite supersonic, though.
£500 Jul97 The PSW150 adds depth to a system but can sound obvious at times.
£600 Aug98 Amp-sensitive and slightly boxy in the lower treble, the ProAcs are still highly musical.
£350 May 96 Needs care in setting up but this subwooter offers serlous quality bass for not a lot of meoney.
£500 Apr98 ' Another capable sub from REL that boosts bass and improves sound staging.
£499 Jul95 When used with the Kef LS3/5a this sub delivers the goods, beyond a doubt.
£595 Feb97 Musically involving 'speakers that many will enjoy, but a little unrefined at times.
£329 Apr96 Good at orchestral scale but coloured in the midband.
£799 Oct97 The Absolute 4Ps excel in all areas except for the rather bright, hard treble. Bass is exceptional.
£599 Jun 96 Smooth and coherent in thelr delivery with deep and taut bass extension. Not the most spacious sound.
£400 Feb96 Dry and clean sound, but can become hard and confused when pushed.
£300 May 98 Though very even in their performance, the P10s lack ultimate clarity and punch.
£300 MNov96 Weighty bass and rhythmic detail work well on dance. Less satisfying with classical music. Firm imaging.
£350 Oct99 Lively and exciting, will appeal to many. Solid build and confident sound makes them well worth the money.
£650 Feb95 Easy going with plenty of detail and timbral richness. Better with classical fare.
£550 Jan97 Midrange and treble have good tonal colour, detail and speed. Bass is slow and blurred.
£400 Nov 99 Punchy and dynamic, yet refined. In a small environment, these highly detailed 'speakers are excellent.
£350 Nov 95 ' A great sound with solid bass from a compact and well priced 'speaker.
£450 May 96 Clean, dry and taut with good imaging and sound staging. More neutral than Mission's 752s but less euphonic.
£600 Dec 99  Heftily built standmounts with terrific punch and attack. The metal drivers might make classical a bit harsh.
£475 Jan95 Quite pleasant, inoffensive sound but others costing less can offer more. )
£300 Oct95 Good for adding scale and power to a weak system or budget separates. Prices shown
£449 Jun 99 Ruthless to poorly-produced material and can sound cold, but their detailing is impressive.
are those at the

time of review

SAVE ££££'S ON OUR DISPLAY CLEARANCE

SOME AS NEW WITH 2 YR WARRANTY. 24HR DEL £5. CHECK AVAILABLITY BEFORE ORDERING

CALL SALES (01 81) 318 5755 or 852 1321 248 Lee High Road, London, SE13 SPL

0% APR available on purchases of more than £660.
SOUND: S Y STEMS Please call for details. (10.30am - 6.30pm Closed Thurs)

Arcam Alpha 8 CD S/H (1 Yr Warranty) . . .(449.00) £309.00 Naim Intro Speakers (WOW!) ..........(700.00) £499.00
Arcam Alpha 8 Amp S/H (1 Yr Warranty) . .(399.00) £279.00 Naim CDX CD Player (2YR warranty) . (2265 00) £1795.00

Epos ES12 Speakers (Dark Cherry) ... ... (499.00) £329.00 Naim NAT 02 Tuner (2YR warranty) . .(1165.00) £875.00
Epos ES22 Speakers (Light Cherry)(WOW!)(1185.00) £799.00 TAG T20 Tuner (2YR warranty) ........ (1099.00) £799.00
Linn Karik CD Player (1YR warranty) ...(1597.00) £895.00 TAG PPA20 Phono Pre Amp (2Yr G/tee) .(1499.00) £1095.00
Linn Numerik DAC S/H (1YR warranty) . .(1200.00) £799.00 TAG PA10 Pre Amp (2YR warranty) ..... (849.00) £599.00
Linn Keilidh inc Stnds (Blk) S/H (2 Yr G/tee)(985.00) £445.00 TAG PA20R Pre Amp (2YR warranty) ...(1499.00) £1039.00
Quad 606 Power Amp S/H ...... «.....(750.00) £459.00 TAG 60P Power Amp (2YR warranty) ....(899.00) £599.00

Naim NAC 72 Pre Amp (2YR Warranty) ..(767.00) £569.00 TAG 100P Power Amp (2YR warranty) .. .(1099.00) £799.00
Naim NAC 102 Pre Amp (2YR warranty) .(1110.00) £835.00 TAG 125 Mono P/Amps pair (2Yr G/tee) .(2398.00) £1999.00
Naim NAP 140 Power Amp (2YR warranty) (793.00) £589.00 Pioneer 515 DVD Player (NEW) ....... (399.00) £299.00
Naim NAP 180 Power Amp (2YR warranty) (1122.00) £839.00 Roksan Attessa CD Player S/H .. ... .. (1390.00) £549.00
Naim NAP 135 P/Amps pair (2YR warranty)(3510.00) £2590.00 Rega XEL Speakers (BLK) (WOW!) ....(1040.00) £479.00
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BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311
4 Feathers Lane

BRENTWOOD 01277 264730
30 Crown Street

BRISTOL 0117 926 4975
65 Park Street

CARDIFF 029 2022 8565
134/136 Crwys Road

CAMBERLEY 01276 685597
173-175 London Road

CHELTENHAM 01242 583960
40/42 Albion Street

CHESTER 01244 345576
88/90 Boughton

ENFIELD 020 8367 3132
159a Chase Side

EPSOM (01372 748888
15 Upper High Street

EXETER 01392 491194
156 Sidwell Street

GLOUCESTER 01452 300046
58 Bristol Road

HIGH WYCOMBE
01494 558585
30-32 Castle Street

LONDON: W. HAMPSTEAD
020 7794 7848
190 West End Lane

OXFORD 01865 765961
19 Old High Street Headington

PRESTON 01772 253057
131 Friargate

READING 0118 958 5463
4 Queens Walk
Broad Street Mall

SOUTHAMPTON
023 8025 2827
2-12 Hursley Road
Chandlers Ford

SWANSEA 01792 474608
9 High Street

SWINDON 01793 538222
60 Fleet Street

WORCESTER 01905 619059
Independence House
The Trinity

All shops are closed on Mondays

&@

5 BADA

T B
the symbol of security|

For the very latest information
please check our web sites:
www.audio-t.co.uk
www.audio-excellence.co.uk

THE BEST OF
BOTH WORLDS

Audio Excellence and Audio T have joined forces
to bring you the benefits and security of buying
from a larger dealer, yet each of our stores is run
as an individual specialist shop. Our staff are
enthusiastic and friendly, with the knowledge
and experience to satisfy your expectations. Plus,
we haven't forgotten that buying hi-fi should be
as much fun as listening to it!

CUSTOM INSTALLATION

If you want your Hi-Fi equipment neatly and
attractively integrated into your home we can
plan out the system to be installed, the choice
of the equipment to be used, where it will be
installed in your home and how it will be
connected. Call us for advice on how you can
enjoy music all round your home.

* 51 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE

* 3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI SEPARATES

e FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES

* PRICE PROMISE

* 10 DAY EXCHANGES

* 30 DAY NO COST PENALTY UPGRADES

* PART EXCHANGES

» INTEREST FREE OPTION ON SALES OVER £250*
* HOME LOANS AND HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

* EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT

For your FREE
copy of

MUSIC
AT HOME

The Ultimate
Guide 1999
ﬁ
FREEPHONE
0500 101501

(quoting reference HFW)

or vist our web site at www.music-at-home.co.uk

Products we sell include;

ACOUSTIC ENERGY
ALR/JORDAN

ARCAM o AV

B&\W ¢ BOW

CASTLE o CELESTION
CHORD ELECTRONICS
CURA * CYRUS
DAVIS ¢ DENON
DENSEN ¢ DYN
DYNAVECT
EPOS o KEF
LOEWE ¢ MAR
MERIDIAN o MET
MICHELL
MILLER & KREISE
MISSION ¢'NAD %
NAIM » NAKAMICHI
ONKYO ¢ PANASONIC
PIONEER e PRIMARE
PROAC ¢ PRO-JECT
QUAD e REGA e REL
ROKSAN ¢ ROTEL
RUARK o SENNHEISER
SHAHINIAN
SONANCE * SONY
SYSTEMLINE

TAG MCLAREN

TALK ELECTRONICS
TANNOY e TEAC
WILSON BENESCH
YAMAHA

Not all products are stocked by every
shop so please check with your local
branch before travelling

*Subject to status. Written details on request



_buying guide

Loudspeakers £ Year Verdict

£800 =~ Nov 99 Bass-light, but excellent In every other area. A sub is on the way. Very revealing ot ancillary components.
£1450 Mar 95 Big, bulky and ultra-sensltive with quick pace and a well balanced sound, but not without flaws.

£14791 Aug 98 The M1 Sigs may be a little laid-back, but they have a pleasant and Involving sound.

£1499 Jun 98 The M2s are marred by a boom 'n’ tizz presentation that suits Heavy Metal but not much else.

£999 Feb98 With warm ancillaries the CDM7s produce a weighty, open sound. Bass could be taster.

£1099 Mar96 Fantastically deep and tight bass but some treble sharpness requires careful matching.

£1499 Jun98 Focus Is not a strength, but bass extension and even tonality are. Metal tweeter can be bright.

£1199 Dec 95 Musical realism and a great real-wood finish make these ‘speakers enjoyable, if not perfect.

£1250 May 99 Small cabinet precludes the deepest bass, but a sweet little act for all that. Seriously imaging abilities.
£800 Jul99  Lovely fast, clear sound majors on musicality. 10 year guarantee too.

£1185 Jun 98 Aside from a slightly cool balance, the ES22s shine. Dynamics, bass depth and control are tops.

£829 Sep98 Wamm, detailed and well-endowed in the bass, the Events lack only a touch of overall control.

£849 Sep98 Now HHB's Circle Actives, these loudspeakers mix the best of pro and domestic to produce tirst-class results.
£1329 Jun96 Dry and analytical but truthful with it. A first class monitor ideally suited to acoustic or classical music.

£975 Dec 96 Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done themselves proud againi

£895 Jan97 The Torinos’ stylish sound won't shame any system. That powerful bass does need space to breathe properly though.
£995 May 95 Beautifully fluid and Integrated mid band and treble but can be stow, with a little loss ot bass control.
£1499 ' Jan 95  Handles rock and classical with equal aplomb, with the ability to reproduce detail that flummoxes many other models. Klipsch Heresey
£1150  May 99 Horn and infinite-baffle hybrid with power to spare. Phasing and frequency accurate beyond bellef.

£995 = Sep 98 Ultra-detailed and revealing, the V8s are true pro more than domestic transducers.

£1370 Mar 95 Very clear detall and separation, but just falls to produce a fully 3-dimensional sound.

£1200 May 99 Lightness of touch, dynamics and clarity in trumps. Needs powerful amplification for 77dB/W/m. Not a vaive 'speaker.

£1075 Oct95 An easy going, open and natural sound makes the mirages an attractive proposition.

£1299 Sep 96 Articulate and informative sound with fine imaging and tight, deep bass.

£1450 Dec 95 Fast, tight and informative, but a poor tweeter casts a grey shadow.

£955 < May96 Give a big sense of scale on rock and jazz but not subtie and even enough for the critical classical listener:

£1199 Aug 95 An interesting, musical floorstander that's good value even at this price.

£1225 Jun98 The OLs have transparency and detail in considerable amounts. Bass can be loose though.

£896  Aug 95 Smooth and refined floorstanders that some listeners will tind captivating.

£1499 Mar96 Super sound staging, openness and detail. Welt worth seeking out.

£995 Aug95 Excellent bass performance means that this subwoofer is no toy.

£1000 Jan98 Unusual 'speakers with great rhythmic capabilities and bass, Could be more transparent.

£1099 May 95 The Paladins possess a detailed and expansive soundstage but also a rather dry character

£899 Oct96 The tweeter works well but a recessed midband and one-note bass are the Achilies heels.

£1275 Jun 98 The FiL8s are warm, mellow performers which prefer Classical to Rock.

£1000 Apr97 Impressive bass extension and control go hand In hand with precise imaging to make the D300s a snip at £1000.

£1250 Sep 87 Good but the move from standard to Signature has taken speed and punch out of the Model 1s

£995 Jun96 A rich and open sound, extremely musical if not strictly accurate. Great bass extension for their size.

£1390 Jun95 Not the most neutral *speakers but they are extremely smooth with an overall coherence to the sound.

£1000 Jun99 The Veritas 7s combine neutrality and detail with fluidity and sophistication.

£1100 Dec 99 Beautiful cosmetics but poor frequency balance. May be a partner for a subwooter; otherwise too bass-light.

£4600 Jun 95 If you have enough room and money the 6s are capable of a highly musicai, Involving performance.

£1500 Dec 98 The 107 Mk2s may look slim but they have a solld sound and are fabulously revealing.

£3500 Sep 95 Interesting design that incorporates an electrostatic tweeter. An impressive sound but an inconsistent performer.
£1800 May 97 The A3s are quite simply superb. All you'll need to enjoy them is a large enough listening room.

£1505 May 95 An extremely coherent and focussed sound; these are true audiophile speakers. Captlvating with classical music.
£1999 Mar 97 Glassy clarity, bright trebie, with bass that comes alive when given welly. Expensive though.

£1800 Jul98  The Octets are smooth, laid-back floor standers. Lack speed and transparency. Jamo Concert 8.
£2000 Dec 97 A worthy bigger brother for the Concert 8s, with a fast, transparent and even sound.

£1500 Jun 97 The Concert 8s are superbly clean and transparent. Their nature will show up any source shortcomings.

£3500 Jui96 Smooth, detailed and spacious with great scale and Imaging. Capable of producing a real performance.
£2000 Nov 95 For superb reproduction within large rooms, the 3s are a force to be reckoned with.

£3099 Oct96 Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging make these involving 'speakers a bargain.

£1500 May 99 Their strengths suggest a Classical 'speaker but they suit electronic compositions better. Rich tone but loose bass.
£1500 Mar 99 Musically engaging but the tall ProAc's brightness suits them best for smooth valve amplification.

£8000 Feb99 The best home for a reflex-loaded Tannoy dual-concentric, but they don’t come cheap!

£1970 Jan 95 Gorgeous looking. Listening becomes an enjoyable experience, fuil of surprises from subtieties.

£3400 Apr96 One of the cl and most expressive loudspeakers you'll ever find for a large room. Easy to drive, too. Prices shown
£2702 Aug 96 Bold, powerful sound with solid bass, focussed midrange and delicious treble. Well worth tracking down.

£3999 Sep 97 £4000 may be a lot to pay for a palr of 'speakers, but the Tannoys deliver to great effect in all areas. are those at the
£1500 Nov 96 Materially excellent value. Sound clean and extended but can lack involvement.

£4750 Feb 95 Capable of producing a captivating performance of lifelike proportions with a great air of naturainess. time Of review

£3395 May 98 Impressive horns that combine lightness of touch with power and clarity. |

Call 0181 318 5755/852 1321 | In Stock - available for audition

CD20R CD Piayer ............ £1249.00
248 Lee High Road, London SE13 5PL | CDT 20R €D Transport ....£1499.00

email: sales@billyvee.demon.co.uk D

% SET YOUR PULSE RACING WITH TAG McLAREN

“TAG McLaren Audio engineers have spent 60is! Integrated amp...........£799.00
thousands of hours in listening tests to guarantee B0iRvs! Integrated remote ..£999.00
1bili een all components within the PA10 Preamp .....cocccvvvennnnn £849.00
CompaFlblllty hebw e. .a ¥ E PA20Rs| Remote Preamp ..£1499.00
F3 Series, as the sensitivity of the human ear B0PS] PEUET ATID .oovrrror £849.00
100Ps| Power Amp .......... £1099.00

125Msl| Monoblock Amp ..£1199.00
If you would like any further information
on the new TAG range, we will be pleased
to send you a full range booklet.

outperforms the ability of t?@ineers to specify
an audio product in technical terms alone.”

Now it’s your turn to test drive the superb New F3
Series. Call the sales numbers above to book an
audition & set your pulse racing, start to finish! Prices correct at time of press. E&OE
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Integrated £ Year Verdict

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Fluid and musical but upper bass is a little dry. Useful phono stage with but with a little sibilance and ringing.
€150 Nov 96 A lot for very littie money - sweet sound and good build make the AMC 3025 a great starter amp.

£170 Feb 98 Offers plenty of power for the money but sound quality is not class leading.

£250 Oct96 Good with efficient loudspeakers but generally needs more power and control.

£230 Jan 99 In a smooth system with a warmish blas the Alpha One makes a strong case for itself.

£279  Apr95  Excellent value for money and will get the best from any component. Needs a separate phono stage.

£250 Mar 96 The Aura has a smooth, clvillsed sound with fine detail. Bass punch really rolis along. Good phono stage.
£100  Jul 98 Involving and finely detailed, the Cambridge pushes forward the boundaries for inexpensive amps.

£160 Feb 97 A mix of control, delicacy and detail allows it to excel with any music.

£230 Sep 96 Good drive, punch and an open soundstage, but suffers from confusion plus a thin midrange and treble.

€180 Jun 95 Thorough-goling down to earth liveliness. Bright but clean which gives appealing vivacity.

£280 Oct95 Not quite a giant killer, the Harman is nevertheless a good solid budget buy.

£299 Feb 98 A very capable integrated with a smoothness and warmth predisposed to classical rather than rock.

£233 Apr95 Fine quality bass but rather lackadaisical as regards timing. Phono stage moderate. Needs careful matching.
€130 Jan 95 Good detall and a spacious open sound gives acoustic music and the majority of rock superb clarity.
£200 Apr99 Younger sibling of the famous 3020 with many of its virtues to boot. Pre-eminently balanced and natural.

€130 Mar 95 Luxuriant presentation doesn’t compensate for the tendency to un-rhythmic effects. MM phono stage.
£230 Apr95  Another highly capable all-rounder although a touch sterlle sounding for some tastes.

€259 Apr95 On a budget, the Pro-ject has strong merit, including an excellent phono stage. Not for all systems.

£250 Oct96 Fresh sound with sharp attack. A slight midrange emphasis can make‘certain music sound rather forward.

€150 Dec 98 For the money there's no faulting such a gifted performer.

£250 Aug95 Bright clear and detailed, but needs a touch more refinement to prevail.

£180 Sep 98 Unusual power supply and very clear treble. Mid and bass so-so hot but the Teac's not expensive considering.
€250 Jan9F A smooth unassuming sound misses out on the subtlety which brings music to life.

Audio Analogue
Puccini.

£600 Feb 00 Low feedback Integrated with plenty of slam. Not the ultimate in refinement but good value.

€799 Dec99 A good looker with a smooth and powertul sound, if a tad sterile. Competition is strong at the price.

‘€300 Sep 95 Musically rewarding; deserves serious audition. Great British hi-ti on a budget.

£329 Nov 98 | Not the most musical amp ever but good value. The tone controls and balance adjustment will appeal to some.
€350 Jan 96 Full and smooth sound, unfortunately with loose bass.

€500 Dec 96 Excellent value. A detalled and open sound gives great atmosphere to all types of muslc

£595 Dec 97 Al the main ingredients like rhythm and dynamics present and correct. Natural smoothness and transparency.
£595 Sep 97 Excellent sound quality outstrips the competition at up to £1000.

€700 Dec 97 Powerful hefty sound which doesn’t blench when driving awkward loads.

£450 Oct99 Looks great and Rocks with the best of them, but treble could be smoother.

€500 Oct 96 Highly refined and detalled performance with a clear well-proportioned soundstage.

£398 Nov98 A good, honest bit of kit with a fine musical sound and no glaring vices.

€650 Dec 97 If a musical adrenaline rush is what you seek, fine. Listening in bulk, rather clinical and cold sounding.
£400 Apr99 Solid build and a big sound make the ESI 10 worthy of audition. Not perhaps the transparent at the price.

£750 Jun 98 Powerful and refreshingly pure; a sound investment.

€400 Apr98 Excels with sound staging but lacks subtlety and tonal colour.

£499 Jun 97  An extremely enjoyable, lucld little amplifier that really gets to the heart of the music.

€400 Nov 97 = An enjoyable and rhythmic sound but may be too lean for some bass-light 'speakers.

£500 Aug 99 ' Attractive integrated that offers a glimpse of real high-end performance. A touch bass light, though.

£695 Jan 97 An engaging musical performance; sweet overall sound. Doesn’t cope with difficult loads so well.

€320 Jul95 A big open sound sound sets the Moth apart at this price. Low powered, though. Distinctly amateurish looks.
£480 Dec98 Two boxes don't form a pre and power in the X-A1 but the result is nevertheless a winning combination.

£399 Nov 98 Couple the Myryad with a warm system and enjoy. Possibly a little lightweight on the Reggae & Rap side.
£470 May 97 With 80 watts on tap, the NAD has power aplenty but is rather dynamically limited and ultimately uninvolving.
£500 May 95 ' Rather monochromatic with midband emphasis and slightly dry bass. Good Imaging but smallish soundstage.
£400  Jul 99 A powerlful performer in a competent package that is good value for money. Bettered by good separates though.
£449 Jul96 Clean, open, active sound. Smooth and detailed with good punch too. One of the best at the price.

€400 Aug97 A bargain at £400 pure and simple. Outclasses the competition in every area.

£300 Oct96 Complements all sorts of music with power and confidence. Outstanding value for money.

£695 Feb95 Although classically orientated, the Quad will rock too. Precise and stable imagery and fidelity to tonal values.
£695 Jun 97 Mixes the best of solid state and valve worlds {without valves!) to produce a seductive sound.

£615 May 97 Great packaging and super sound make the Scion a winner.

€579 Jan 96 Highly detailed and smooth sound. Worth searching out.

£300 Feb99 Partnered correctly to counterbalance its forwardness, the Sony offers a fast, rhythmic presentation.

£700 Jun 96 Big and powerful sound, but a little unsubtle with it.

£300 Mar99 Nominally a separate pre and power, but the pre can't work alone. Exciting but unsubtle.

£450 (Nov 99 Benefits from a calm, controlled presentation. Could Ideally do with more fire in its veins.

£345 Nov89 Well-specified low-feedback design gives punchy results, if a little unrefined. Well sustained power.

£310 Dec 99 The Exclamé does an excellent job of being all things to the the audiophile on a budget.

EL34 - £600
Affordable Valve Co
Tel: 01634 373 410

Total customer care Total peace of mind
1. Expert, impartial advice on all aspects of 1. A 10-day purchase exchange programme
audio & video, given by trained staff (returns as new & excluding special orders)
2. Products specially selected for quality, 2 BADAS Free extended 2-year Guarantee
performance and value on all new hi-fi and home cinema separates
3. Personal demonstrations - 3. The option to transfer the Guarantee to
Listen before you buy! any one of-120 BADA members nationwide
4. A home delivery and installation option - 4. Deposits safeguarded by the BADA
for optimum performance Bonding Scheme
- BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION
S~ BAD P.O. Box 229 London N1 7UU Phone: 0171 226 4044
W J BRITISH AUDIO DALERS ASSOCIATION Fax: 0171 359 7620 E-mail: l/)adal@compuse e.com
the symbol of security  For further information please s€e our web site: http://www.bada.co.uk or ring for our information pack
BADA acknowledges the support of the following Associite Members: Alphaspn, The Clird-Compiti-Dolby Lal<.-Heybrook, Jame; KER Kenwood, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Polk, Sennheiser, Sony, Vivanco

PAGE 80 MAY 2000 HI-Fl WORLD



_buying guide

Integrated £ Year Verdict

Needs the right loudspeaker but a good musical presentation is in there somewhere.
£1099 Apr96 A sweet and subtle sound. Fine midrange; transparent and open with vocals.

Prices shown

£1299 Jun 85 Dual mono construction gives strong stereo separation. Brutal resolution of detail but not the clearest ever. are those at the
£800 Oct95 A stringy-sounding transistor amp for rock. Build and finish could be befter and price lower.
£2499 Jul 96 Partnered with sensible loudspeakers of good bass depth, the Rhythm is capable of impressive performance. time of review

£3200 Apr99 Has clarity in spades and an extremely rare tonal purity. OQutclasses many transistor alternatives with ease.
£3735 Sep 95 A mighty confection of power, facilities and style, and it sounds good to boot.

£2499 Jun98 Awesome power and seismic bass. A very good all-rounder with super-clean sound.

£1400 Oct99 High power integrated with phono. Exquisite manners and power to spare. Sets new standards at the price
£850 May99 An excellent performer with any music. Adept at handling subtle details. Difficult to beat at the price.

£1200 'Jun 99 Very solid, enjoyable amp but not the smoothest top end or the most open sound-staging.

£800 Apr97 Even-handed performer deals confidentially with music regardiess of genre. Not as smooth as the best.
£1295 May 98 A characteristically competent and musical Integrated. Prefers falrly efficient loudspeakers though.
£900 Oct97 Excellent high-end integrated with a real love of music and plenty of poke.

£1000 Sep 95 Very strong all round performer with excellent bulld and finish. Verging on the expensive though.
£2950 Mar 98 Allled to all the right 'speakers wlill handle all musical genres with smoothness and power.

Pre-amps £ Year Verdict

= -

Musical Fidelity
A300

Tone controls cannot be defeated and the sum total is a little metallic but value in spades.
£199 Apr99 A very lucid, natural headphone amp which scores as highly on acoustic and Classical as it does on Rock.

£200 Jul98 Only poor cosmetics mar the Creek. Sonically it's a gem.

£149 Mar 99 | Won't win prizes for best build but a flexible effort for a passive. Somewhat dry presentation overall.

£130 Mar 98 ! If you haven't yet experienced the world of quality headphone listening, the X-Cans is the way to start.

£200 Jan 98 ' A smooth, sweet and musical performer.

£120 Mar 99 Easy-to-use stand-alone modern tone control with subtle effect. At present deleted, worthwhile 2nd hand.
£259 Feb 95 Immensely enjoyable and listenable, a rare mixture of sophistication and fun.

€150 Mar 99 Five line-level inputs and tone controls make for flexibllity. Partnered by the RB-971 power amp, good value.
£299 Apr98 Needs slightly more taut bass and a less grainy midrange to bring it up with the best.

Organic and transparent. Free from transistor hardness.
£749 Mar97 . A smooth and sweet sound devoid of roughness.

£440 Nov 98 The phono stage is the main area of weakness. Can sound a touch muddled at times.

£600 Jun96 A fine sounding preamp, but the phono stage is weak in the bass.

£650 Feb 96 Pre-amplifier has plenty of facilities, but sounds a little unexciting and ‘conventional’.

£549 May 97 Impressive smoothness and tonal colour, transparent as well.

£750 Nov 99 Impressive with high octane music, but lacks that bit of warmth to bring out the best In lald-back material.
£650 Dec 95 This valve pre-amp is very good value indeed.

£499 May 99 Passive pre of box-of-switches, whichever way you look at it the Indu is stylishly finished and well concelved.
£767 May96 More valve-like than transistor in sound; highly competent if not spectacular.

£500 Jun 97 Flexible with a strong controlled sound, but won't sult all tastes. =
£350 Feb97 Good when mains powered, even better running on its batteries. One to consider at the price. Croft EPOCh Elite
£550 Jul95 Poor sound quality and engineering let this pre-amp down. Pricey too.

£795 Aug 98 Warm but stlll exclting, it is only et down by a slightly recessed midrange

£999 Jun 95 Highly recommended for its blend of operational sophistication, build and sound quality.

£950 Oct99 Fast and detalled with a breathtaking clarity and sweetness. Well worth saving up for.

£1095 Feb 98 Smooth, even and transparent. Well worth the outlay.

£895 Sep 96 Matched with a smooth amp and 'speakers the Phase 6 is capable of a transparent and rewarding performance
£900 Apr98 Interms of musicality and involvement it falls short.

£1295 Dec 96 Transparent, detailed sound with good tonal range and very natural presentation.

£1200 Sep 98 A truly competent pre-amp whose high-end sound comes with a very reasonable price tag.
£800  Jul 99 Clear, fast and flexibie. 'Son of NuVista' is a substantial chip off the same block.

£999 Apr97 This even-handed performer images well and deals confidently with music regardiess of genre.
£850  Jul 96 Bright and detailed, but phono stage is inadequate at this price.

£850 Nov 98 Justifies its price with a very musical and revealing performance.

£1000 Nov 96 This pre-amp is highly detailed and spacious.

A bright and lean approach to the valve sound.
£1600 Apr99 Very musical, very revealing. A credit to the valve tradition with considerable kick in reserve.
£1774 Mar 98 Has it all - detall, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word excellent.

£1500 Feb 99 Partner for the Final Music-6 power amp. Battery powered.

£2345 Feb96 Smooth and detailed sound. Not as clinical as some professional amps can be.
£1630 Nov 95 Smooth, but dull balance makes it suitable for bright systems.

£3500 Mar 97 Superb, combines delicacy and power, especlally with a vinyl source.

£1650 Oct98 With its Panasonic pot, the Orca reaches new standards of transparency, and involvement.
£1750 May 98 Offers finesse, control and clarity for a very reasonable outlay. AMC 2200

Power amps £ Year Verdict

Super value separate with first-rate sound staging. Midrange subtieties sometimes suffer but at this price . . .!
£400 Dec 96 A detailed and open sound gives great atmosphere to all types of music.

£600 Jul98  This power amp lags behind the best of the competition, and the build is flimsy.

i €575 Apr98 As smart as an Armani sult, they sound powerful In a natural, organic manner

£749 Mar97 A smooth, sweet powerful sound free from the rough brightness that afflicts many solid-states.

£399 Mar 99 Shows what a skilled designer can do, even when hooked up with a passive pre. A very realistic approach.
£449 Feb96 The Cyrus Power is simply impressive In all respects.

€650 Apr98 Well bullt, but judged purely on a musical basls they fall short.

£750 Aug97 The LK240 plays tunes exceptionally well, tonal colour and image precision are not its forte though.

£795 Aug 97 Crisp, clear images are set in a broad spread between the 'speakers but the 505 lacks stage depth and grunt.
£595 Jan99 The Monarchy is a smooth, warm amp most at home with 'speakers that are easily driveable.

£249 Mar 99 Refined approach with the lighter acoustic music but lacking a little In overall clout.

£549 Dec 95 This power amp unfortunately suffers from sharp sounding treble and poor depth.

£500 Jan98 Very smooth, sweet and musical performers, not over-analytical but very involving.
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Power amps £ Year Verdict

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

With good punch, speed and attack Its not bad at all but can be a little uninspiring.
£225 Mar89 70 Watts a channel helps give fucid presentation with deep sound staging. Perhaps on the bright side.
£689 Apr97 The Phase 3 possesses Impresslve clarity, detail and dynamics.

£500 Jun 87 A flexible power amp with a strong, controlled sound, but won't suit all tastes.

£400 Feb 97 Smooth, warm sound has plenty of grunt when needed and is very enjoyable to listen to.

£500 Jul 85 Its best feature is the key on/off switch, otherwise its a case of poor sound quality and engineering.

£995 Jan 96 Well specified and powerful, but dry and short of life. Suits Rock on bass-heavy 'speakers.

£1325 Mar98 This amp has it all - detail, transparency, slam and rhythm. In a word, excellent.

£800 Nov98 These monoblocs have atonal richness and bass speed rare amongst powerful amps.

£800 Jun 96 Fast, clear and detailed sound will win friends in both the transistor and valve camps.

£1463 May 95 AQuality bass and a clear midband but the treble can be harsh at high volume.

£1245 Jul 93 Serious audiophile product at an affordable price. Well constructed, pleasant to use and fine sounding.
£1200 Nov 95 Smooth sound but duil balance make the Galactron suitable for bright systems.

£1185 May 95 Not dissimilar to the Audiolab monoblocs, the sound has a sweet top and amazing clarity.

£1051 May 97 Not quite as transparent as it could be but impresses with its smoothness and tonal colour.

£950 Nov 99 Impressive with high octane music, but lacks that bit of warmth to bring out the best in laid-back material.
£1400 Dec 96 Great control and dynamics allied to seductive smoothness. A rare combination of power and delicacy.
£1000 Aug 98 Hugely powerful and controlled, the X-A200s are still superbly musical.

£895 May 99 An excellent performer with any music. it is hard to imagine the A2 being beaten at the price.
£1000 Apr96 The sound is a somewhat acquired taste and a little rough in places.

£899 Jul95 A lot of amplifier for the money. Big, warm, sweet sound places it ahead of most.

£800 Jul97 The 707 embodies a rare blend of grace and power in its sleek grey casework.

£949 May 99 Low on power at 8 watts but falrly musical for ali that. Good resolution of detall and texture.

£898 May96 More valve-like than transistor in sound; highly competent it not spectacular.

£850 Nov 98 Fully Justifies the cost with a very musical and revealing performance.

£1495 Jun85 Lovers of light piano-based fare and Baroque music will appreciate this amp’s delicacy.

MVL A2+

£1995 Mar 95 Eschews the traditional lavish tube sound for a brighter and leaner approach.

£3055 Nov98 The 301 puts the 300B’s traditional virtues to good use in a push-pull design that will drive most loudspeakers.
£3975 Feb 95 Cary have a winning amplifier that is a prime example of how a 300B can sound.

£2000/pr Jul 99 There’s no shortage of clarity and control here, but the aPA7s don't come cheap.

£2925 Feb 98 Very natural, substantial presentation with lots of power on tap.

£1500 Feb 99 Battery powered amp puts convincing scale and three-dimensionality into suitably sensitive loudspeakers.

£2057 Feb 96 Powerful, smooth and detailed sound. Not as cllnlcal as some professionat amplitiers can be.

£4999 Apr97 Sound quality of these monoblocs is impressive but marred by a rather obvious hum. Build could be better.
£8000 Mar 97 These monoblocs are superb, producing a beguiling performance of great control and verve.

£1989 Oct98 The new Alecto is crisper, cleaner and more controlled than eariier incamations.

£3300 Dec 99 Simply beautiful sound and inexhaustible power. Higher price than usual for MF gear - limited edition product.
£6600 Aug 96 A powerful grip on music, but articulate and detailed too. A rare combination.

£1999 Oct94 Good sound quality and an impressive tonat balance.

£1550 Oct96 The Symetra monoblaocs impress with their grip. They run hot and sound warm.

£2599 Jun 94 Valve monobiocs that produce explosive bass, midrange as clear as a bell and shimmering treble.

£4250 May 98 Powerful, neutral sounding amps thanks to their modified 300B valves, but a little expensive for the same reason.
£1525 Aug 98 A great compromise between delicacy, power and practicality. Very musically satisfying, too.

£2350 Jul88  The S15's purity and clarity are impossible to beat for the money. Bass is not brilliant, but still better than most.
£2000 Nov 96 This power amplifier is smooth and seductive, aithough a little pricey.

Focusrite
Red 5

CD Players £ Year Verdict

Natural rendition uncommon amongst portables but a little compressed with it.
£150 Oct97 The CD8 is free from grain but can sound too polished at times.

£200 Feb98 Natural and very life-like, the CD4SE embarrasses many pricier players.

£150 Apr97 Crisp, up-beat player which is inconsistent in its overall presentation.
£180 Feb98 Rhythmically slick and dynamic, the Denon errs to the cool side of neutral.
£280 Nov98 Warm and smooth, the 835 is laid-back rather than in-your-face.

£199 Jun99 Well-tallored CD/MD pairing and a doddie to use. Sound quality is spot-on for the price.

WORLD’S BEST AMPLIFIER
UNDER £1,000?

WORLD VERDICT
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For more information ring 01953 850800 (See our main ad)
MVL Technology Limited, Northfield Mill, Wymondham, Norfolk NR18 ODF. Tel: +44 (0) 1953 850800 Fax: +44 (0) 1953 851022

SOUND SENTINEL
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Sound Sentinel” manufactured under licence from Sound Sentinel Systems. Sound Sentinel® is a registered trade mark.
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CD Players £ Year Verdict

Prices shown

] ortable. A secure performer thanks to its 20 second antl-shock system.
£240 | Sep 94 Great for simple Jazz and Folk, but soft bass siows things down.

£157 [ Jan 99 Slightly muddled in the bass, the ‘230 isn’t the most rhythmic of players. are those at the
£180 ' Feb 98 One of the best budget all-rounders there is. A shade treble-heavy. o g
£250 Aug 93 Waffly bass and enthuslastic treble mean the Kenwood prefers Classical to Rock. time Of review
£180 | Jan99 A fine performer. Lacks only some of the spirit of its predecessors.

£100 ' Aug 99 Portable. Has bulld and appearance on Its side but not the greatest sonic performer in portables.
£249 Jun94 Upholds the Marantz tradition of lively CD players.

£270 Nov 96 Fine vocai projection and treble. Bass is deep If not that tight.

£200 Oct95 | Hard to criticise at the price, with a typically smooth, fluid NAD sound.

£170 Jan 99 ' Warm and smooth, this Is a cultured player. Can be over-civliised at times.

£100 Aug 99 Portable with limited dynamics but nonetheless musical and finely detailed.

£130 Feb 96 Not the most accurate machine, but holds its own at the price.

£140 Feb 95 ' Rolled-off treble limits detall. Light bass retains foot-tapping abllity.

£? May 93; One of the top players at the price with great speed and grip.

£230 Oct94 Controlled and invigorating player albeit a touch sterile.

£200 May 87 Refuses to become flustered. Can lack emotion as a result, though.

£249 Nov 92 ' Like many of its contemporaries, the Teac is too smooth to shine.

£100 Jan 99 In spite of a blas towards bass and treble, this machine remains a bargain. -
£200 ,Feb98 Typical Technlcs’ bright and bassy sound. Prefers Dance and Rock. Technics
€200 | Mar 95 Mature, lald-back machine drops points for infertor timing and Imaging.

£230 | Feb98 Detailed, refined but not particularly engaging or exciting. SLPG490 CD
£180 ' Jan 99 Lean and up-front, the Yamaha is Involving on Rock but can sound rough.

ound quality good.

£599  Jul 99 Listening is 'sumptuous' but perception of fine detail a little more difficult.

£340 | Jun96 Very musical outfit which gains sweetness with optional valve output stage.

£300 'Jan92 The '07 is even-handed but has no real forte.

£320 'Jan 97 Superbly-designed, Instinctively musical player destined for success.

£330 Nov99 Refinement comes second to speed in the &SE, so careful cabling is required for the best results.

£599 Jun 98 The 8SE bulids on the strengths of the standard 8 with HDCD filtering.

£799 | Dec98 Apart from its tonal brightness, the Alpha 9 is a very capable machine.

£749 Apr99 Effortiess, wholly musical delivery. The Paganini does for CD replay what the Puccinl does for amplification.
£449 May96 Grainless treble is detailed but the Alto misses that vital emotional spark.

£450 Jul93  Hlgh measured distortion mars the treble and bass Is dry.

£499 Oct98 A competent player with a musicality that will seduce any music-lover. .

£398 May 99, Great detall and Imaging. Classical and Jazz suit the 1.5 down to the ground but Rock can sound harsh.
£598 Dec 96  Lacklustre with Classical, dramatic and lively on Dance and Rock.

£350 Jul98 Clean and precise, the Denon lags only In warmth and openness.

£700 | Jul 88 Refined and enjoyable. Its In-built smoothness can get in the way of absolute transparency.

£300 | Aug 96 Strong on dynamics and drive, but liteless treble can dampen muslc.

£300 | Jun99 | A smooth, musical and rhythmic player, but midrange best suits Classical rather than Rock.

€700 | Jul 99 It Is unusual to find a player with such definite loves and hates. First class with acoustic, otherwise maybel
£798  Apr85 Tonally hard but possesses many, if not all, of the Linn rhythmic strengths.

£500 Sep 96| This is a rare player, greater than the sum of its parts.

£350 May85' Taken as a whole, the CD-63SE is one hell of a CD player. No digital nasties.

£600 . Dec 98 With its brightness balanced by warm ancillarles the T20 wili win triends.

£650 Mar97 | Clean and tidy on electronic music. Not so good with acoustic material. §

£400 Sep 96 Fluid midrange ieads a dry bass and tonaily-limited treble. Marantz CD63
£550 Sep99 Detalled and sweet-sounding, the DV-717 brings out the best in most discs. Not the last word in neutrality. K|-Sig,
£300 Aug 99' Good with ordinary CDs, excellent on HDCD. Construction is very solid too.

£375 Dec94 Fast, clean sound verges on the clinical at times.

£350 Sep 98 Retinement is a plus point, but lack of vitality holds the Rotel back.

£450 | Sep96 Tuneful, pungent bass are the pros, flat sound staging and tone the cons.

£500 ' Mar 98 = Neutral, dynamic and stylish but not quite up with the best.

£300 Dec 99 A classy customer with a sophisticated and smooth sound that's very hard to fault.

£300 Mar 97 ' In splte of fine sound staging and clarity, the Sony falis to involve.

£350 Jan86 , Clean and dry, the Teac Is rather sterile compared to the competition.

£450 | Sep 95 Not the last word in bass control. Midrange is more persuasive.

£600 | Apr99 ' A very smooth and refined player with the added bonus of good detailing. Can lack rhythmic bite at times.

£549 Sep 96 Warm and bassy, but extremely natural. Not the most consistent player.

£799 May 87 When it's good, it's very good indeed. Can get confused on dense mixes.

£1000 Dec 96 Sweet treble and fuil midrange give the 8000CD a lucid sound.

£1199 Feb 89 Perhaps lacks the last ounce of strength on Rock, nonetheless has winning ail-round ability.
£1279 Dec 97 Its warm, musical sound plus HDCD compatibility are a strong combination.

£898 Jan 95 Up with the best at the money, the Cyrus simply sounds 'right’.

£895 ,Jun 95 Breathtaking Imagery and dynamics. Not strictly accurate, but who cares?

£800 Jan 84 Construction is price-correct, but not the excessively relaxed sound.

£989 Oct97 The Heybrook loses out because of its rough treble and lack of clarlty.

£950 May 98 It's not cheap but the Xara scores for firm bass and exciting presentation. Roksan Caspian CD.
£999 Nov 97 The Mistral is outclassed in areas like pace and bass depth.

£800 Jul98 Commendably solid build, smooth top-end and velvety overall sound.

£1300 ' Sep 97 The KI-S has a valve-ilke smoothness and clarity.

£875 May 85 Characteristically dry Meridian balance which could do with more emotion.

£800 ' Feb 99 Bright, clear and well-bulit, the X-Ray’s transparency can be hard on poor recordings.

£1099 | Apr88 This very natural one-box fully justifies its £1000 price tag.

£850 Nov 95 Competent, entertaining machine with neat styling and remote.

£895 _Aug97 The Caspian is a gifted player well worth its asking price.

£1499 Dec 99 The Phase 7 leads the pack for smoothness and tonal colour more than for detall and excitement.

£850 'Mar93 ' A superb all-rounder with particularly convincing rhythms.

£1150 ' Sep 99| Outstanding bulid married to outstanding bulld, at a price which isn’t expensive considering what’s on offer.

£850 1+ Apr@6 Draws you into the music. Soundstaging fine but treble is a littie bright.

£1300 Aug 96 Solld build doesn’t make up for sound which lags in Integration and detail.

Dec 97 , Rhythmically satistying, but can sound hard in the wrong system.

ar Sweet sound and numerous features make the Anthem fine value for money.
£5460 Sep 94 Amongst the best with its belt-drive transport.
£2635 Dec 95| Unmatched quality trom CD at a high but fair price.
£1995 Jul98 = The 508.24 is one of the top performers at its price.
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WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

A selection of our ever changing offers for sale
(all fully guaranteed)

Equivalent
New Price

LF.D Mistral Line-Level Int. MINT / LIKE NEW Boxed Manuals 500.00
Croft Vitale Valve Pre-Amp. The NEW Pre-amp. (Superb at this price) Available to

Special Order Only NEW Standard 350.00*Deluxe
*(Timber Fascia / Brass Contot Knobs)

Audiolab 8000A It VGC 500.00
Myst TMA-3 Int. VGC 300.00 +
Naim NAC-22 / NAP 120 Pre/Power with Phono VGC NA
Meridian 205 100 Watts Mono-Bloc Power-Amps. MINT/Boxed 1000.00 +
Albarry M-408 I Mono-Bloc Power-Amps.(2 x 40 Watts High-Current) VGC 1000.00 +
Musical Fidelity X-A1 2x50 Watts Int. Amp. NEW NA
Musical Fidelity Pre-3A Pre-Amp. with MMMC Phono VGC / Boxed 550.00

Musical Fidefity MA-50 Class A Mono-Biocs (2 x 50 Watts) MINT / Boxed.(Superb)  1000.00
Musical Fideity B-1 2 x 40 Watts Int VGC 300.00
Papworth Audio M-100 Valve Mono-Blocs

MINT / Boxed / 2x 100 Watts (EL-34's) 3800.00
Audion Premier Sitver Night (2-Box Valve Pre.with Phono-Stage) MINT 1500.00
Audion Siiver Nights Valve Mono-Blocs (300B's) MINT / Boxed / New 300B's Fitted 2300.00

Stemfoort (Sugden) 2x100Watts Passive Pre/Power (1-Box) VGC / Boxed 850.00
Revox B-750 2x75 Watts Int VGC 800.00
Arcam A-60 OnginalGC 300.00
Quad 405 Mk.| Power Amp. G.C 2 x 100 Watts N/A
Rotel RA-831 2 x 35 Watts Int. MINT 150.00
Technics SU-AB00 Rem. Int. Amp. MINT 350.00
Technics SU-A800 It Int. Amp. VGC (No Remote) 350.00
Technics SU-C1000M Remote / Battery Pre.MINT 350.00
Mission Cyrus One (Steel Version) (Resprayed Black) 225.00

Quad FM-3 GC NA
Naim NAT-101/ SNAPS MINT N/A
Sugden FM VGC N/A
Sugden R-51 VGC N/A
Sugden T-48 VGC N/A
AZRT-21 VGC N/A
Nytech CT-206 VGC N/A
QED. T-231 VGC N/A
Mendian 104 VGC N/A
Musical Fidelty T-1 VGC NA
Yamaha TX-470 Remote F.M. / Pre-Sets VGC 150.00

Denon DRM 10 HX 3 Motor Etc: VGC NA
Denon DRM 550 HX-PRO Efc: MINT/AS NEW 160.00
Denon DRM 800A 3-Head / C.D Direct Etc; MINT 300.00 +
Denon DRS-640 Front-Loader / HX-Pro Etc: VGC 200.00 +
Denon DRM-24 HX 3-Head Etc:.  VGC2 50.00
Nakamichi BX-100E 3-Motor / 2-Head etc: VGC 500.00 +
Sony TC-KB 820S Dolby S Etc: MINT /AS NEW 180.00
Yamaha KX-500 HX-Pro / Var-Bias Etc. VGC 160.00
Aiwa ADF-640 3-Head / 2-Motor Etc: MINT 300.00
Technics RSB-565 Direct-Drive / HX-Pro etc: G/C 250.00
Technics RS-TR 373 Twin / Auto-Reverse Etc VGC 230.00

Epos ES-30 MINT /AS NEW 2385.00
Martin Logan Arius Electrostatic / Dynamic / 200 Watts MINT /Boxed / Manuals ~ 2300.00
Shahinian Arc VGC 1875.00
Meridian M-1 Active cw 101B Pre. / Balanced Cabies Ete:

(104 Matching Tuner also available @ £149.95) VGC LOADS
Rogers LS 2a/l MINT / Boxed 300.00 +
Kef K-120 Book-shelf G/C Black Ash 200.00
Musical Fidelity MC-2 (Bi-Wire) VGC 400.00
JPWML-610 MINT /AS NEW 170.00
Impulse H-6 Homs VGC 1500.00
Jim Rogers JR-149 (Classic Cylinder Speakers / Wall Brackets) Similar in Sound

to B.B.C. LS-35A (New Fabric CoversVGC NA
Royd Minstrel / Bases VGC / Boxed 310.00
Sony SS-A1L Monttors MINT (Superb Mid-Band) 450.00
Linn Sara / Stands VGC / Boxed / Afromosia 800.00
Linn Nexus / Stands Black Ash/ VGC 500.00
Linn Helix / Ku-Stone Stands  Black Ash / VGC 400.00
Linn Index Black Ash / MINT / LIKE NEW 300.00
Arcam Delta Two  Black / Bi-wire / VGC 350.00
Bose 301 M Omnidirectional VGC 350.00
Mission 762 GC 250.00
Mordaunt Short Festival it MINT NA

== GOOD HIFI SEPARATES WANTED “**
e with your wants, stock changing
equipment is sold with warranties.
Don’t forget we can offer mail order.
All major credit cards accepted.

We welcome part-exchange on any of the
above. Affordabie Audio is a ways keen to buy,
(or part-exchange) Good quality Hi-Fi
separates in good condition. (?emally top
British manufacturers products!

Sale

Price

369.95

LOUDSPEAKERS

Mobile (0370) 877893

=8
=/

Affordable Audio - (Northampton) Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NN1 4DU
Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138

A selection of our ever changing offers for sale Equivalent Sale
(all fully guaranteed) New Price Price
Snell Type K GC 70000 299.95
Wharfedale Modus 2 MINT /As New 20000 12095
Wharfedale 304 GC 160.00 79.95
Castle Tay Bi-Wire (Rosewood) (MINT /AS NEW) 35000 22995
Infinity Reference 10 (Black) MINT 200.00 109.95
Rega Ela Floorstanders (Black) MINT 50000 24995
Rega Kytes / Brackets MINT 200.00 + 119.95
Celestion 7 Il (Black) MINT 250.00 119.95

APOGEE CALIPER FULL RANGE RIBBON SPEAKERS (FOR SPARES OR
REPAIR) SOLD AS-SEEN 3500.00  500.00

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH

SHAHINIAN ARC OMNI DIRECTIONAL LOUDSPEAKERS

NEW PRICE £1875.00 AA PRICE £995.00

[ COMPACT DISC PLAYERSITRANSPORTSIDACS. |
Meridian 207 / 209 C.D / D.A.C. / Pre-Amp VGC 1500.00 495.00
Mission DAD-5 Remote / DAC-5 VGC 600.00 269.95
Micromega Solo{H Modei) Top-Loader / Acrylic / Digital-Out Etc: / Remote
MINT / AS NEW Boxed / Manuals 1600.00 595.00
Micromega Stage One Full Remote / Digital out etc: 550.00 229.95
Micromega Logic Remote Etc: G/C N/A 99.95
DPA Rennalssance 24-Bit / Remote / Deltran-Sync-Lock MINT 950.00 595.00
DPA Enlightenment DAC Digital To Analogue Convertor MINT 850.00 425.00
Audiolab 8000 DAC MINT / AS NEW 900.00 549.95
Arcam Delta 170 / Black Box 2-Box VGC 900.00 399.95
Harman Kardon HD-7500 Remote VGC 350.00 149.95
Musical Fidelity X-Ray (24/96) (Superb Player) NEW ( EX DEM PRICE) 799.00. 699.00
Philips CD-830 Remote VGC / Digital Out (Suprisingly Musical) 400.00 129.95
Audio Alchemy Dac-In-The-Box MINT /AS NEW 230.00 149.95
Nad Monitor 5000 VGC / Digital Output 310.00 14985
Nad 5420 VGC 150.00 79.95
Nad 502 VGC Remote / Digital out 180.00 99.95
Marantz CD-67 Rem. MINT 250.00 169.95

Oxford Acoustics Chrystelle / Pedestal / P.S.U. / SME Series V / Decca Super Gold /

Pod MINT / Boxes / Manuals (Very Rare & Rather Superbl)
Project 0.5 / Ortofon OM-10 G /C
The Source T.T. c/w 3-D P.S.U. /Linn Ittok LV Hl / Audio Technica AT-F3

5000.00 +
170.00

Moving-Coil MINT / Manuais Etc: (Superb Sound / Looks) 1800.00 +
Manticore Mantra c/w Rega RB-250 / Linn K-5 VGC 500.00 +
Linn Armboard (Cut for Grace) VGC N/A
Linn Armboard (Cut for Rega) VGC N/A

Mission 775 SM (Cream)...Not the Band but the colour.. / 774 Arm / Ortofon

VMS-20EIl M.M Cartridge VGC N/A
Monacor SPR-6 M.M Phono-Stage / P.S.U (Brilllantvalue) NEW N/A
Musical Fidelity X-LP (The One At This Price) M.M /M.C Phono-Stage NEW N/A
Musical Fidelity XL-P2 Mono-Bloc Phono-Stage /X-PSU NEW and Superb

{M.M /M.C) (Switchable Impedence} N/A
Revolver Rebel ciw Arm / A.T M.M Cartridge MINT N/A
Grace G-707 Tonearm VGC N/A
Audio Technica AT 1005 It Tonearm VGC N/A
Quad 34 Moving-Coil Disc Module VGC / Boxed N/A

1995.00
95.00

695.00
199.95
10.00
10.00

299.95
26.95
130.00

499.90
99.95
99.95
69.95
30.00

Yamaha DSP-E1000 Remote Pro-Logic Proceesor / DSP VGC 700.00
Panasonic DVD-A350 (Multi-Region) MINT /As New 700.00
Castle Keep Shielded Centre Speaker(Bi-Wirable) MINT 300.00
B&W 2000IFS Shielded Centre Speaker MINT 200.00 +
R.A Labs Shielded Centre-Speaker NEW / Boxed 139.95
Solid S-100 Surround Speakers VGC / Boxed 130.00
Sony D-E305 Discman MINT / BOXED Etc: 120.00

Cable Talk L.S / Incon Cables Now In Stock"NEW"

Puresonic 9010A Psocc Interconnects NEW Per Pair (One Only Left)

Musical Fidelity X-Cans Class A Valve Headphone Amp NEW N/A
Golden Dragon 300B Valves (4 Of / All Good) (PRICES ARE EACH) 90.00
Target SF-1 Stand (For Power Amps. Etc:) NEW 80.00
Lovan Trisolator Isolation Platform (Adds Mass-Loading to C.D Players Etc:)
Lovan Classic Il Stand (For Power Amps. Etc:) 50
Quad Link Bus-Bar Cables (For 77-Series) (Only 1 Left)

Ixos 100.X03 Studio Incon1/2 Metre Silver-Plated 150.00
Ixos 101 Incon 1 Metre Silver-Plated 100.00
Hi-Q (By Chantry) Headphone Amp. Volume Control / P.S.U /VGC 200.00

We can also sell your

equipment for you on a
commission basis.
(Lowest rates/best return)

(Please phone Paul for details!)

249.95
399.95
149.95
109.95
119.95
89.95
79.95
POA
79.95
130.00
30.00
40.00
99.95
40.00
15.00
90.00
59.95
60.00




Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Pro-ject
Classic Cherry

Lehmann
Black Cube

Clearaudio Alpha

HI-B) WORID

CD players £

Turntables £

£750
£400
£775
£539
£200
£575
£200
£350
£435
£450
£109
£500
£415
£450
£405
£180
£199
£225
£600
£500

£2995
£1950
£800

£950

£2250
£900

£2390
£1295
£2500
£1000
£1775
£2000

Phono stages £

£110
£350
£395
£299
£130
£40

£40

£130
£399

£899
£749
£800
£495
£525
£850
£528
£850
£945
£2000
£495

Cartridges £

Feb 99
Sep 94
+Apr 99
Jan 94
Nov 94
. Oct 97
Jun 97
1Dec 93
Sep 94
“Jul 99
Dec 99
L Aug 96
Sep 94
Jan 93
Sep 94
|Feb 95
Jun 93
Sep 99
Nov 85
10Oct 97

Jun 99
Apr 95
Oct 95
Dec 98
Oct 98
Aug 98
Oct 96
Jan 97
Oct 92
Apr 97
Jul 86
"Mar 98

Year

Nov 97
Sep 97
Oct 98
Sep 97
May 99
1Sep 98
Dec 99
Jan 97
Nov 94
May 98

Aug 98
Feb 96
Oct 94
Oct 94
Oct 94
Cct 97

'Oct 94
May 93
Oct 97
Apr 98
'Mar 96

Year

|Apr 99
Aug 97
Mar 94
Feb 98
Jan 93
‘Jul 93

Apr 97
Sep M4
‘Jut 99

Jan 93
Mar 95
1Sep 95
Jan 93
Sep 97
QOct 92
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Verdict

2 excites at the expense of subtlety. More at home in a Naim system.
One-box player with sound capable of mixing It with the best.
You’li either love or hate this machine's great flair and confidence.

Verdict

If you seek a powerful presentation where musicality takes precedence over absolute finesse, this could be the answer.
Definitely a turntable for devotees of attack and strong bass lines. Not strong on Imaging.

Great sound, superb bulld and excellent upgradability make the ‘spider’ a.wonder at the price.

Sllent and beautifully made, with transparent reproduction.

Based on a Rega Planar 2. Both pleasant to use and look at with a mature sound, all for £200.

Simply the best at the money. Comblnes PT’s customary transparency with real authority.

A bargain at £200 with its substantial and involving sound.

Involvement and rhythm are priorities. Highly recommended.

The 6.1 gives a very full, strong sound. A very exciting deck.

Emminently capable player that can be upgraded with superlor cartridges.

Produces an enjoyable and confident sound on a budget. There are better turntables around, but not at this price!
Clear and precise sound through midrange and treble puts It up with more expensive rivals.

Detailed sound stage and broad imaging with a good, even range of tonal colour.

Combined with an SME 309 it achleves great resuits, with a massive sound stage.

Tonally smooth with a warm midrange, but a little too laid back.

A good, basic budget bargain.

Superbly lucid and clear midrange, but lower reaches are a little lightweight.

Price includes cartridge and phono stage. A fit-and-forget solution to LP replay, of exceptionat versatility.
With fine detail resolution, transparency and a neutral balance the Reson rs1 represents super value.

The Junlor Is a very good deck indeed, with an assured and involving sound.

The Symphony has to be one of the best the British can offer. It's expensive, but a true sophisticate.
It's not cheap, but the 2001 shows Just why vinyl Is still a sonically viable format.

Fast and detailed with crisp sheer treble and clean, deep bass.

Solid as a rock and almost as heavy, it's a satlsfying performer, but not quite the best.

Nlice looks and a good sound, but can be bettered on price.

The Oasis-S ks a cool, lean but very transparent performer thanks to battery power. Up against strong competition.
Aesthetically, the Perspective is a winner, but better sound can be had from cheaper decks.

With its battery supply and ultra-quiet DC motor, the Pink displays great accuracy and neutrality. A top-flight deck.
An undoubted bargain and class leader in all areas with a preclse, confident and well-balanced sound.
This is a deck for those with a substantial record collection who demand the best. Exemplary sound.

Looks expensive at £1000, but don't let that put you off the capable standard version.

Gives a technically excellent rendition but fails to really communicate the emotion in music.

Offers clarity in abundance with a natural ease. Looks gorgeous too.

Verdict

One of the best MC phono stages on the market at the price
Smooth and truly musical, exceedingly worthy entry-level phono stage.

A beautifully made, fine sounding device that looks great too.

Capable of involvement, neutrality and insight usually the preserve of stages three or four times the price.
The most lucld and musical budget phono stage around - a true audiophile bargain.

First-class inexpensive phono. MM and MC inputs catered for. Low on distortion, high on clarity.

At this price the NAD is an accomplished all-rounder. Slowish bass will suit leaner systems though.

Very competent little MM & MC stage at an astonishing price. First-rate starter package.

A bargain. Beguilingly musical presentation, with more than enough detail and power for a mere £35.

Combine with a good cheap line level integrated and it will show you how good vinyl can be.

The Sedley combines transparency and fine dynamics with excellent rhythmic ability.

Despite a sizeable price tag the Anthem otfers a smooth, lucid sound and superb build quality.
Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of the best phono stages around.

instruments can have a somewhat flat perspective, but excellent clarity

Could be too forceful for some, but with excellent detail and extremely powerful bass.

Extremely impressive resuits, especially with MM cartridges.

Marries beautifully into the Linn famity, but not too hot with other components.

Gives a thoroughly cohesive plcture of a recording with a very tight and rhythmical bass.
Perhaps too good for some record collections.Extremely revealing.

Doesn’t worry about genre, It Just gets on with the job of making music in an enjoyable way.
Expensive, yes, overpriced, no. The Phono 1 is a superb all-round phono stage.

Liquid sound with great dynamics, but a little hissy and muddied too. Beguiling, but not perfect.

Verdict

Tends to sound quite hard at the top but imaging and detail are good. Best in a warm system.
First manufactured in 1963, it sounds mature and sure-footed rather than over the hill.
May be a little soft-natured for some. Splendid dynamics and an even tonal balance.

Betters Goldring’s 1042 without difficulty. MC quality from an MM.

One of the best MMs at the price with strainless delivery.

Great with Rock music, the 1012GX s the best value low-price MM.

Good tracking and inoffensive sound, but somehow lacks sparkle in any department.
Rhythmic bite compensates for a lack of vibrancy In music (MM).

Excellent tracker at a good price. Warm amplification is needed to tame this sure-footed budget entry.
Smooth operator and very good value for money (MM).

In the right system, can be masterful with its dry and accurate response.

A considerable achlevement that adds true verve a pizzazz to the MC15 Super il

Light and dry presentation with good presentation (MM).

If you like the V15 you'll love the Brazen. Works well with an SME 3009.

Excellent value for money. It does its job of transcribing the informatlon on the disc without fuss or bother.
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Selected used/ ex-dem products

10 -

15% discount for sale same

month! See how fast our list changesl

Send for latest edition.

ANALOGUE

LUXMAN PD445, SME lil,
Westrack
Super build and sound quality

LUXMAN 7-50 Lab Reference Tuner
? 4

Hope | get to keep this myselfl
Michell Gyro SE/ mod RB300
940
No s/h or rival comes close
DIGITAL
Audio Note DAC-4 Signature
9.

Upgradeabile to DAC-5
for £1,850 but why bother?

495

795

4995

Audio Meca (Pierre Lurne) Transport

Audio Synthesis DA-X DAC 5
Both items mint, very cheap

Mark Levinson No 39

4,995
Owner going home cinema
Near offer may be accepted

Mission DiscMaster + DACMaster
2,100
With PSX-R external PSU

Passlabs D1-DAC
5.250
Months old, mint, amazing

Pink Triangle da Capo
3.500

Premium DAC 20 bit (1307)fliter,

£400 upgrade to 24 bit

Trichord DAC Just In

AMPLIFIERS

1.250

conrad-johnson Premier 7B ;
1

Final version of this classic

1995

3995

795

2250

1495

495

4995

Exemplary phono, all-tube pre-amp.

Graat GM-200 OTL

8k
Mint, under 2 years, 2x 200w
Worthy partner for 13.58I

Gryphon $-100
59786

Danish power with poise, truly
Marvelious, far above the crowd

Mark Levinson 380 Pre/334 (125w)
9,500

Unique opportunity, with full
Five-year warranty

PassLabs X-2 pre/ X-ONO

3,995
Two box phono and line pre-amp
Bai + true transistor single end

Sony Esprit TA-E900 pre-amp and
TA-N 900 monoblocks

Mint, box, manual, bargain!
SPEAKERS
Infinity Reference 1b

n/a
All-time US classic
Upgraded & silver wirlng
Martin Logan Aerlus 2,199
Mint, under 2 years old
QUAD ESL63 - 2 samples 3,500

Classic cult, affordable!

3995

2.500

6.900

2,750

3.995

3.500

' -

i
Tel:

Web: www.audlosource.co.uk

WAS NOW STATUS

s/h
s/h

new
ex-dem
s/h

s/h

s/h
s/h
s/h

s/h
s/h
s/h
s/h
ex-dem

s/h
classic

classic

sfh

sfh

0141

-

SECURE MAIL ORDER AND ONLINE

F

» UK overnight « Worldwide 2-4 days

« Switch, M/C and Visa honoured by phone, fax or secure e-commerce

« Effective cables and accessories, tested in various systems

CABLES DIRECT AUDIO NOTE MAINS BLOCKS

In 1996 AudioSource advertised their
high-end interconnects direct from
factory. You can sfill “Try an £800 cable
in your system for 28 days ... and keep
it for £125!" Designer cables suffer from
high research costs, and you pay for
the prestige packaging, prinfing, mag-
azine reviews, freebles, dealer profit
and VAT on top.

Now we've signed up with America’s
JPS Labs, We heard the rest, we got the
bestll Similar no-nonsense priclng in
USA, we are not a middieman distribu-
tor. We sell at US domestic prices + VAT
(plus a surcharge for UK mains plugs on
their budget AC cord).

AUDIOSOURCE

Product of extended research into
Conductivity and Contamination. Our
top interconnects are OFC (not plat-
ed) microscoplc-strands (130 per
wire), bi-wire with separate OFC earth
dralin even on single-ended (RCA)
stereo interconnects; industry lowest R,
C. and H values; low leakage semi-
conductor. Low crosstalk by mytar foil
and geometry. Twinned tin/sitver solder
for combined density and adhesion.
Custom 3-T (time, temp, and twinned
solder for audio tranparency). Custom
phono plugs machined from solld and
levered centre pin, pincer earth grip,
direct gold plating: Interlor pre-flux
cleaned, exterior contacts enhanced.
CONTAMINATION: triple passive screen-
Ing achieves the industry’s highest
value of 85% against EMI and RFI, fiat
ribbon OFC earth bralding drained to
source, in single-ended (RCA) cables;
custom phono plug reflects Interfer-
ence; fluxing and cleaning minimises
diode effect. Two further custom “C”
paints: anti-=Corrosion coating sta-
billses HF skin effect, prolongs perfor-
mancel And Cable Conditloning
memory-aligns copper crystals for optl-
mum burn-in. Full spec and a selection
from our users comments available by
post, e-mail, and maybe one day on
our website.

JPS-LABS

Direct from the USA at domestic prices,
we have been appointed exclusive UK
direct dealer, bypassing the concept
of national distributor In the age of the
global market. Concentrating eftorts
on technology rather than marketing,
JPS-Labs have a unique alloy
comblned with materials and tech-
niques honed over ten years the char-
acteristic sound Is to breathe lite Into
your system. On receipt of the dem
stock library we dropped a JPS “loom”
(AC cord, interconnect and speaker
cable) Into a known system, and the
goose bumps and emotional swelling
Instantly banished our commercial
fears. Much life was Indeed breathed
into the system. Of all AC cords tested,
the JPS-Labs came out tops; we like the
company so much, we couldn't buy it
but became their UK distributor. There
is literally nothing to touch their dedi-
cated AC cords for analog, digital and
power (amps) devices.

T
357 5700 Fax 0

Legendary Stereo Interconnects
(sliver litz not plated!) 0.5m/ 1.0m:

AN-S with AN phonos £89/139
AN-V with AN phonos £129/199
AN-Vx soiid silver plugs £309/499
AN-Vz solid silver plugs £799/1099

AUDIOSOURCE

High-end, low price
Stereo Interconnects 0.5 / 1.0m:
Stratos Transparent Series 2

RCA or XLR fully bat £99/ 125
Additional metre per pair £35
Digital RCA or XLR £39/ 59

Petros Blue Stereo Interconnect
RCA plugs only

£40/ 48
+ Bal XLR or RCA £52/ 58
+ST XLR or RCA £62/68

Additional metre per pair £25
+8T Digital XLR or RCA

JPS-LABS

Stereo Interconnects 0.5 / 1.0m:
Single-ended, RCA to RCA:

£26/35

The Ultra Conductor 69/ 89
The SuperConductor+ £179/219
SuperConductor-2 WBT £499
Fully-balanced, XLR to XLR:

The UltraConductor Tm £179
The Superconductor+ £449

SuierConducforQ £899

Contact Cleaner £15

MADRIGAL

CZ Gel RCA or Bal 0.5m £319
CZ Gel RCA or Bal 1.0m £419
DIGITAL (1m, one piece):
MDC-2 Fatboy RCA £295
MDC-1 Balanced XLR £295
MIT
STEREO INTERCONNECTS Tm:
MiTerminator 3 Interconnect £89
MiTerminator 2 Interconnect  £129
MIT Proline Balanced 1m £249
MI-330 Serles Two £299
MI-330 Proline Balanced £495
MH-330+ Series Three £499
MI-330 SHOTGUN 2699
MI-330 SHOTGUN Balanced £849
DIGITAL (I1m, one plece):
MiTerminator 3 (RCA) £99
MIT Digital Reference (RCA)E320
MIT ProLine D.R. (XLR) £695

FAVOURED AC CORDS

Audio Note Zero 2m £25
BCD (Italy) shlelded 1m £95
1.5m,2.0m £135/ £175

CAD (Wales) Candour
1m/ 2m £19/24
Conqueror 1m/ 2m £46/62
JPS-Labs (USA) GPA UK 2m £119
Analog UK 2m £249
Digital (UK} 2m £249
Power Lead UK 2m £349
Kaptovator (UK) 2m £999
LFD (England) Hi-amp 1.25m £80
PC-OCC amp cord 1.25m £85

CAD Candour 4 way/é way£35/€55
CAD 4 way/ 6-way 1.0m £64/ £94
4 way/ 6 way 2.0m £79/110
s/plated fuse MK plugs 3
Einsteln 8-way analog/digital £199
LFD é-way/ 2.5m Hi-amp lead £250
Stands Unique 4-way plug £10

With anti-surge £20
AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE
Send for illustrated and priced
brochures By BCD, Copulare, RMS

Stands Unique, Sonus Systems, and the
new Townshend Modular Seismic Sinks.

ISOLATION FEET

SU Carbon/brass Isolator kit £16/26
SU Speaker Isolation ¢/t stars £25
SU Brass Spike Discs (set of 4 £8.49

PLATFORMS

Ceelech VCS (carbon fibre) £199
Crystal Cloud (acrylic) £n9
SUIsolation Glass shelf kit £55
Townshend 2-3D S/sink for CD  £234

Townshend 3-3D Turnstable
SPEAKER CABLES

We can Identify the best for your
application: tube or transistor, long of
short runs. Single, bi-wire or bl-amp. Do
you most need to increase ciarity,
fransparency, warmth, dynamics, silent
background, tonal accuracy, sound-
stage? We prefer leading edge
technologies from Audio Note copper
and silver cables, JPS-Labs. MIT and
Isolda - a remarkable new contender -
which cover all known applications.
Request fuller details and priced list.
Also available: clearance list of used
and ex-dem cables. Clearance list,
40% off NBS cables and cords, ex-dem:
scary prices, scary sounds,

Audio Note

AN-D £9 per metre per channel; £18
bi-wire

AN-L £29 per metre per channel; £58
bl-wire

AN-SPa £150 per metre per channel
AN-SP levels x and z: details on
request

Plugs or spades normally €3 each
labour Incl.

£299

JPS-Labs

Ultra Conductor 6/ 8ft £130/ 145
Bi-Wire options 6 / 8ft £230/ 255

SuperConductor+ 6/ 8ft 649/ 749
Bi-Wire options 6/ 8ft £749/ 859

SuperConductor-2 £1399/1699

MIT Audio Products

MiTerminator 4 (8/10ft) £119/129
Bi-Wire option (8/ 10f) £249/265

MiTerminator 2 8/ 10ft £239/260
Bi-Wire option 8/ 10ft £399/425

MH-750 Series Three £750/850
Bi-Wire option £850/950

MH-750 SHOTGUN £995/1150
Bi-Wire option £1199/1350

Prices exclude Interchangeable plugs
from a wide choice of bananas,
spades, etc.




Cartridges

£1300
£255
£299
£850
£495
£1200
£489
£649
£1250
£225
£450
£2000
£1000
£295
£1000
£840
£3750

Tonearms

£595
varies
£689
£828

Tuners £

£230
£180
£130
£200
£130
£150
£299
£190
£160
£230
£175
£250
£180
£120
£140
£200

Cassette

£160
£150
£230
£250
£300
£200
£230
£270
£230
£150
£170
£100
£150
£250

HI-FI WORLD

Year

Jan 99
Jun 98
May 99
Oct 96

May 97
Dec 97
Jun 95
Jun 95
Mar 99
Sep 95
Jun 95
May 94
Apr 96
Mar 97
Jul 98

Jun 95
Dec 95

Year

Dec 98

Nov 97 '

Jan 93
Mar 92

Year

May 93
Jul 99
ov 94
May 98
Oct 99
Mar 98
Mar 95
Oct 95
Mar 92
Apr 92
July 99
Mar 96
Jul 95
Nov 99
Jul 94
Sep 93
Dec 94
Dec 98
Nov 95
Mar 94
Apr 95
Mar 99
Dec 97

Year

May 96
Jut 99

Aug 96
Jan 95
Sep 98
Jan 97
Jan 96
Sep 95
Oct 95
Dec 93
Jan 93
Apr 97
Sep 94
Sep 97
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Verdict

Good price, high output and a winning musicality make this Moving Iron cartridge the one to beat.
A Goldring make-over that tracks well and sounds good. Pricey, though.

This betters the Mica, has super-MM virtues.

Delightfuily musical sound makes the Dynavector a very strong contender In the budget MC stakes.
Solid bass and smooth, musical sound make this rare MC cartridge worth the money.

Has fine midrange clarity, but is bettered In other areas by cheaper competitors.

Linn fans wili love it but it's up against strong competition.

Sumptious sounding cartridge that borders on the bass heavy but has a good feel for music.

Extermely smooth, civilised MC with no obvious weaknesses.

Detailed, musical and sure-footed, the Jubilee goes a long way towards justifying its elevated price tag.
Delightfully sweet, musical sound with added refinemet on FL that takes some beating. '

Involving yet refined presentation but some could feel it's slightly coloured.

Conveys the full gamut of emotion from A-Z with the fervour of a live concert. Expensive, but the business.

A top quality MC with superb tonai quality and excellent imagery.

Warm, dynamic rendition ot music with great detail and impact (MM).

A balanced all-rounder that misses out only on the last ounce of detall and bass weight.

The MC10 is very hard to fault. A honey, pure and simple.

Allows musle to flow with superb fluldity and reveal things which were previously unheard - at a price!

Verdict

Construction won't worry SME but its sound quality wilt unsettle a lot of the competition.

These modifled arms are a considerable Improvement on the originals

Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks the 1Vs pace and precision.

Sexy chassls and staggering engineerlng along with potent performance earn it a place In audlo history.

Verdict

Although it has a tempting price, its sound quality is poor compared with its rivals.
An attractive, smooth sounding tuner that won't break the bank.

The T500 is one of the most gifted tuners under £500; a very accomplished all-round performer.

With its smooth, Inoffensive sound and abundant facilities, the Mkil is a worthy addition to the tuner line-up.
Sound quality is generally impressive. Let down by a rather constricted sound stage, but still good value.

Smooth, even balance allows the KT-2080 to convince with whatever it's recelving. £130 well spent.

The ST-57 is a smooth, warm tuner but lacks a little clarity and transparency.

Musical, communicative and extremely detalied and a steal at the price.

A remarkably musical and natural sounding tuner. Unbeatable at the price, or even twice the price for that matter.

A competent machine, but time has taken its toll on the sound quality.

| Sounds on the whole more than its price, but in other respects it isn't especially competitive.

The RT-930AX is a glowing little bargain. real quality at a very reallstic price.

The Sony is worth every penny of its asking price. If you're a fan of radio this is one to go for.
The ST-SE700 Is one of the best at this price. LW reception Is a welcome bonus.

An inexpensive and versatile tuner, difficult to fauit as such. Sound quality on the dryside.

Not a bad buy at ail and a very good fit for budget and mid-price systems.

If you want something for casual listening with superior sesthetics, this might be the one for you.

Quite musical but does not rejuvenate the waves! Good solid performance but iess than Juxurious.
Arcam'’s digital radio couldn’t be simpler to use. Compared with good FM the benefits are marginal as yet.
This is not a cheap tuner, but its cheaper than buying a radio station, which is the only possible aiternative.
A great little tuner. This Is the one in the price bracket.

Fine, smooth and musicat; commendably simple In style and operatlon. Only Its price counts against it.
A stylish, well-built tuner which has a detailed sound but needs careful partnering

Whether it's sweaty disco or symphony hall, the Fanfare comes up to scratch.

A good value, excellent sounding rds tuner, but lacks full EON facliities

Commendabie basic performance but, consldering the price there are limitations.

Worth auditioning but bass rather dry and light.

Knock-out build quality and rich velvety sound. Poor-signal mute a bit too enthuslastic.

A clear, natural sound with good punch. Has strong rivals at the price, but acquits itsetf well.

An unusual design from Micromega that’s weli bullt but sonicatly unrewarding and expensive.

Low on facilities, but when it comes to looks and sonlc performance, it's the business.

Well worth auditioning, even if you've never previously considered a receiver.

Soft and pure, especially across the midband. Speech very well reproduced plus solid weighty bass.
Looks good, but the sound quality isn’t really worth the asking price.

One sole mark against the class-leading transparency is its slightly dry character.

Well engineered and competent tuner, but a littie uninspiring.

This classy looking tuner can hold its head up high amongst the best tuners at the price.

The price of twenty concert tickets, and for that you can listen as if you were there. A bargain.
Extremely well bullt with a fucid if slightly dry sound. The only real drawback is the high price.

An otherwise competent tuner Is let down by a rather processed character.

Verdict

No Dolby S, but three heads and two capstans make the Aiwa a bargain.
Good enough for the price and no worse than the competition.

Its slant towards features prevent the Denon taking the audiophile honours at the price.
Top sound quality with ferric and chrome makes this deck a steal.

Fair on pre-recordeds, OK when recording, but speed stability isn't great.

Only the lack of Dolby S conspires against the otherwise excellent JVC.

Stable transport gives fine resuits on metal and chrome. Rough on ferrics.

Decent playback and good recording when used carefuily.

Excellent electronics are let down by a low-grade transport.

A solld, competent machine which is reasonable value for money.

Auto-tuning is mediocre and the general results are unexceptional.

A mix of average heads and electronics doesn’t make for happy taping.

The V-610’s performance matches its price well, but audiophile it isn't.-

Satisfactory for In-car recordings, but the low price shows.

The '580 lives up to its SE tag with a fine performance In all areas,

E

Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Ortofon
Jubilee

Hadcock 228SG

Marantz ST-17
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Prices shown
are those at the
time of review

Sharp 772

Sony PBD-V30

Cassette £

Verdict

Year

Vice-free playback is mirrored by impressive recording.
Jan 92  On the right tapes, the Denon repays with delightful sound quality.

Sep 92| Disappointing on replay but recording is another kettle of fish altogether.

Dec 94' Convincing all-rounder except for heavy-handed noise reduction.

Jan 92 The Cassette Deck 1.5 has no rivals In its ability to recreate a reallstic performance.
Jun 93 ¢ Not perfect but as close as you can get for the money.

Mar 83| Unfortunately keeping the price down keeps performance beiow Nak’s norm.

Oct 94  Top transport but the electronics aren’t on a par.

Mar 97 On chrome and ferric, the '95 is smooth and natural. Not so good with metals.

£300
£400
£330
£500
£780
£300
£350
£1000

£340 Feb 99« Three heads, ease of use and high quality make the Dolby S equipped Precision a strong contender
£430 Jun 96, Complex but superb in every Important area.
£330 Feb 94 ' A little muffled on pre-recordeds but pulls out alt the stops on recordings, esp. with metal tape.

€550 Nov 97: Solid build and solid sounds. Top-notch at the price.

£650 Aug 95! One of the highest quality Dolby S decks available.
£300 Jut96 Excellent bass but mid and treble lack dynamics. Auto-tunes poorly on metal.
£ Year Verdict

Solid all-rounder that doubles as a superb dictaphone. Not No 1 as regards MD portables though.
Nov 99 Sound quality up with the rest, wears its years well. Beginning to look expensive.

Nov 89 Very good value; bullt quality a touch plastic-y but stylish with it. Sonically very worthy.

Sep 99. Well-buiit recorder. Good but not exceptional as Minidisc improves generally.

£300
£160
£230

£500 Aug 99 An excellent tool for home recording; combines convenience, superb sound and a fair price.

£200 Nov 99 Sensible and well featured MD, Excellent transriber of digital, shows up on analogue a little.

£230 Aug 99 Flash looks with solid build. First-class portable with domestic potential, but it isn’t cheap.

£300 < Nov 99 UK Special Edition, so it sounds alright! Keyboard compatible with no difficulties in operation.

£230 Nov 99, Solid, obviously meant for serious use. Excellent editing features. Sound up with the rest.
Recordable CDE Year Verdict

A very solid all-rounder with impressiveplayback sound quality. Dearer than many though.

£500 Oct99 Spot on with digital sources and impressive with analogue; playback a touch cold sounding.
£360 Oct 99 Big value package. Whether the ‘free’ CD player function will earn its keep is a moot point.
£500 Oct99 Worthy of consideration but a bit of a mixed bag all round. Plenty of drive.

£500

DVD £

Oct 99| Not the cheapest on the market but has an obliging way with playback which may turn the scale.

Year Verdict

€700 | Aug 98; The Denon ls a fine performer with CD and better still with 24/96.
£1500 Mar 99 Build is second to none. Sound Is very solid convincing, but not as musical as the 3000.
£700 Jul98 ' The A350 wipes out the CD-only competition at the price and threatens players up to £2000.
£1000 ' Nov 98 Isn’t cheap, but It's an outstanding portable and a capable domestic device.

£700 Aug 98 The Sony is warm and smooth but lacks clarity and precision.

£700 Oct99 . Looks good, sounds better. Deserves very serious consideration.

€700 Jun99 ' The Scny is an engrossing performer in a sturdy and attractive design.

Verdict

Headphones £ Year

Apr 99! Wonderfully lucid and transparent panel-like sound.

£100  Apr99 ' Clarity and openness are thelr traits, rather than slamming bass, but still good value.
£200 Nov 98 In the company of a smooth, warm system the 5808 can shine. i
€1000 Feb 95 Electrostatic that set a class standard and can put a case for chucking out your power amp and 'speakers.

£80 May 98 Have a lot of potential but basic operating problems have to be cleaned up first.
£50 Nov 85: Excitement that Is rarely heard in headphones, but have a little trouble with heavy orchestral loads.

To further enhance noise rejection, the signal is carried by a twisted pair of conductors, with an overall
grounded screen. To make full use of the quality of the cable, TEMP-O interconnects are terminated with the

+ 13, Lloyd Street, Heaton Norris, Stockport SK4 1QP

TEMP-O
Low Thermal Noise Interconnects

Listen to the Music - not the background noise and interference !

TEMP-O Interconnects are manufactured from a highly specialised cable,
which has been treated to remove sources of thermal noise within the cable.
Terminations are made with a unique Sn/Cd low thermal solder.

acclaimed NEUTRIK PROFI sliding shield Phono Plugs.
Price per M/Pr. £98.00 inc. P&P (U.K.) CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS
POWERSAFE specialised electronics

Tel/Fax 0161-477-8670 Email bernard @ psafe.u-net.com
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CD Transports £

£1249
£1800
£695
£530
£3435
£1595
£1695
£1440
£450
£6999
£2295
£2500
£499
£900
£1200

£

CD Convertors

£300
£750
£900
£150
£1700
£239
£800
£795
£825
£300
£8000
£300
£895
£109
£300
£595
£795
£300
£300
£398
£1400
£698
£450
£240
£7000
£698
£700
£1200

_buying guide

Year Verdict

' Aug 94
Jul 94

Distinguished by a wide array of fallities, Thoughtfully designed and high quality.
Smooth and cohesive. The Disc Master looks good and comes with the Dac Master within the price.

Mar 95 Solid and lifelike sound with Rock music and fuil bodied on Classical.
Feb 92 Superb build for the money and a very musical sound. Benefits greatly from clocking.
Apr 93 Excellent build quaity and a sound quality to match.
Jun 94 Isn't cheap but has a solid dependable sound with a big, powerful presentation.
Jun 97 The belt drive is an interesting idea but the Parasound is bettered by cheaper transports.
Feb 95 Hean-stopping speed and impact contribute to what is an exceptionally good machine.
Jul 96  Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure midrange tone.
Sep 98 A handsome machine both sonically and aesthetically. We love the camera aperture-style loading system.
Aug 96 Top flight machine with an easy, musical and enjoyable sound, for those that can afford it.
Jun 97 Costs a lot of money and sounds nothing short of superb. =
Feb 95 Enjoyabie player with good insight. Good finish and keen pricing make it a thoroughly good buy. Sonic Frontiers 3
Jun 896 A soft and warm sound will please vinyl lovers, but it's not the last word in detail.
Apr 96 A warm and musical sound with a taste of high-end refinement and detail.
Year Verdict
Prices shown
Jan 99  Smooth, natural and relaxed on the ear, highly persuasive with acoustic material. A bit soft on Rock and Dance. are those at the
Aug 97 Smooth and accurate treble and easy-going rhythm. Measured and engaing; good value too. time Of review
Aug 97 Treble roll-off serves to remove some of the music’s sparkle; lags behind the group leaders somewhat.
Jun 95 Instant upgrade for a budget player but out of its depth with in a properly designed hi-fi CD player.
Dec 98 The Chord combines smooth composure with musicality and transparency. Fort Knox build and priced to match.
Jun 99 Combined DAC and passive pre-amp; at the money there is no competition.
Aug 99 Combines lack of grain and tonal richness with typical DPA speed and lucidity.
Mar 95| Powerful, taut bassand remarkably solid higher frequencies. A nice touch with acoustic music especially.
Aug 97  An engrossing listen with good manners to boot. Never uninvolving or lacklustre, plays with realism.
Nov 95 Don't be misled by the name - it's the budget convertor to have. Impossible to criticise for the money.
Jun 98 A real smoothie for high-end digital conversion. Given the right transport, an outstanding sound is on the cards. = ﬁ
Nov 99 Bargain price, priceless performance. A DAC to take very serlously indeed.
Aug 97 If detail Is high on your list of priorities, with a more forceful, hard-edged presentation, this looks like a very good bet.
Feb 99 A great little DAC which simply can't be beaten at the price. A bargain in all areas.
Jun 98 First-class as a DAC; doubies as an ADC for archiving to CDR - great value.
Aug 97 Never offensive; its multi-bit convertor packs a mighty bass punch. Useful analogue volume control. e
May 95 Delicate brightness does a lot to open out music and create a sense of space. Midiman
Jan 99  Crisp, detailed and dynamic, the MF is a genulne musle maker, if a touch hard and bright at times. Flying Calf
Nov 97 Outstanding value for money. Excellent sound in the usual attractively styled package.
Jun 895 Nicely built with quality components, the DA-188 has a lively sound. Solid bass, tidy midrange and crisp treble.
Feb 95 Old hand at the game. One of the first HDCD-compatible convertors stitl a fine piece of gear.
Nov 95 A fine musical performance makes this I{diosyncratic CD convertor worth searching out.
Jul96  An affordable route into two-box players. Good, clean dynamic sound with a neutral and pure mid-range tone.
Jan 95 Easy and fun to bulld, competitively priced and delivers fine sonic results.
Sep 98  An awful lot of money - use it forever. Quality which can outlive any amount of cheaper purchases.
Jul 85  The transdac has a smooth and focussed sound, but partnered with the Ultra Jitterbug looks expensive.
Jun 96  Partnered with the TCD 2000, produces a sound that is certalnly focussed, deatiled and spacious.
Apr 96 A taste of the elegantly smooth, slightly laid-back sound - the epitome of Amerlcan good taste.

To advertise in the
Hi-Fi World Buying Guide
please call Amanda Sweeney on

| ... 1 -
Nu-\Vista 300

power ampiifier

Other ranges available . .
* Opera * Proceed * Project

pre/power amplifier

Hi-End Audio & Home Theatre
Home Demonstrations

Unbiased Advice & Support

0% credlt available. Written quotations on request. Subject to status.

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)IBI 707 4849
Audio Analogue + Boston * Bow Technologi€s + Chario * Diapason ¢ Graaf ¢ Michell + Monitor Audio * MRS

X4P

phono stage

0208 864 4760

digital analogue
converter

X-Al

also availabie

X-AS50

also avallable

24 bit integrated
od player

monoblock power ampitfiers integrated amplifiers

Multi-Room Design & Installation
€xport Orders Welcome
Part-Exchange Available

MUSICAL FIDELITY

gngRIES
Avdio\Venue

Bespbke Audio Visual Consultants

email: info@audiovenue.co.uk

Mobile: +44 (0)973 471 426

+ QED + Stralght Wire * Stax + Target * Unison Research & other leading components & accessories
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Leak TL12
Polnt One.

Thorens TD124.

-
-l -l

rid Classic

Nakamichl {various})
Yamaha TC-800GL

Meridian 207
Ploneer PD-91

Leak Polnt One, TL12 & TL10
Leak Pre-amps

Leak Stereo 20

Leak TL12+

NAD 3020

Quad 33

Quad 1§

Sugden A21

Technics SE-A5 Mk2

Kiipschorn

. Leak Sandwich

Lowther PM6A
Magneplanar SMGa
Mission 770

Quad ESL57

Tannoy GRF & Autograph
Wharfedale Super 8 RS DD
Yamaha NS1000M
TannoyYork, Lancaster etc.

See main Guide
Early classic in serlous cassette. its ski-slope looks got it a cuit following once it had ceased to be simply ugly.

Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage. Very musical although not as refined as modern Bitstream gear. No digital output.
Built-to-last player with easy upgrade routes for modifiers. Not knockout as It stands but get one cheap and have a go!

Ancestors of hi-fi, consequently expensive nowadays. As with all vintage stuff, overhauting is de rigueur before use.

Line of ‘good for thelr time’ pre-amps. Use of EF86 pentode for high gain rules out ultra performance. Not the highest-fi.
Excellent workaday classic. In good order the 20 will not disgrace itself. Various upgrades are available from speclalist repairers.
Plentiful monobloc equlvalent of Stereo 20. Reasonably inexpensive and a tweakers’ dream. Genuine hi-fi on a budget.
You can't argue with success! NAD's budget integrated gave thousands their first taste of hi-fi and remains great value.

By no means a bad job and value for money. With its matching 303 pre-amp makes a good introduction to audio classics.
One of the all-time classic mono amplifiers. Unusual circuit but it works beautifully. 22 pre-amp not up to today’s standards.
Seventies transistor Integrated has an eminently llkeable smoothness and musicality. Limited inputs via DIN sockets.
Nice transformer and electronics, shame about the casework. With tweaking, this 150watter can sound sweet.

Not exactly plentiful or cheap but a splendid beast. For efficlency they have seldom been equalled. Space hungry!
Rather warm sounding big infinite baffle but cheap with it. With reasonably powerful amp can sound quite satistying.

High quality full-range driver; still manufactured. High sensltivity, as fitted to many classlc horn designs.

Touch dry in the bass but a technological 'speaker with genuinely musical abilities. Usual warnings re: dipoles apply.

Father of the 77 range which continues to this day. Well mannered with a warm sound and a kind load to amplifiers.
Unrivalled. Properly serviced there is nothing like ‘em. Thelr natural presentation may make them caviar to the general.

Folded horn monsters which certainly sound good If you have the space. For Tannoy vintage see HFW November 1998.
Ideal experimenters’ driver. High sensitivity ~14,000 Gauss magnet and extended frequency range. inexpensive too!

Hi-tech favourites of the Japanese and Americans. Viewed more warily in the UK but can give excellent results.

Many simllar models of infinite baffle or reflex design. Not the last word in tautness but the drivers work well in modem cabinets.

Acos Lustre
Alphason HR100S
Ariston RD11
Garrard 301 & 401
Goldring Lenco 88 & 99
Hadcock 228

Linn Axis

Michell Focus One
Shure M75

SME 3009 NS
Thorens TD124
Thorens TD150
Trlo L-07D

Leak Troughiline (original}
Leak Troughline It & lil mono
Leak Troughiine lil Stereo
Marantz ST-8

Very honest plece of kit, well made and easlly adjusted. Vinyl beginners could do very much worse.

First class amm, up to present-day standards. Buy carefully, though, as there’s no service available now.

A one-time king of turntables very similar to the Linn LP12. Now deposed but worth a look at the right price.
Legendary and fairly plentiful. Excellent back-up available; many different custom plinths available. High quality.

Great deck for the kitchen table enthusiast. Garrard fans won't look at ‘em but cheap and capable. Servicing avaliable.
Recently out-classed by Hadcock’s updated 228 Special Edition but a proper hi-fi amm for all that. Makers still service.
Uncompiicated, lower-price version of the famous Sondek. Considerably less expensive than some of its stablemates.
20 years and still going strong. Early runner in the ‘modern’ tumtable cycle with a first class amm. Factory servicing available.
Recent line-contact improvements have left the M75 behind but the wide range of needles make it a handy tool.
Everlasting classic tone-arm. Spares permanently available from SME. No longer the last word but peanuts second-hand.

Best classic deck ever? Judging by the prices they fetch it's possible - 78rpm too!

Mid-price deck with a keen following. No real difficulty with servicing - novices may find the suspenslon system unnerving.
Knockout heavywelght from 1980 with stainless bearing and 11Ib platter! Not a give-away and bewarel - spares scarce,

Interesting ornament but no longer hi-fi. Bandwidth limited to 88MHz to 100MHz only.

Arguably the best-sounding tuners ever. Adaptation for stereo easy via phono muitiplex socket.

Excellent tuner with indifferent stereo decoding circuit. Best when adapted to use modem outboard decoder.

Possibly the ultimate Tardis console, Including an osciilloscope for checking the strength of signal. Expensive even now.
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WELCOME TO OUR
MARKET PLACE

Here you will find a variety of stalls
offering you a wide range of products.

Look out for our regulars, some of
which have sales on this issue
with some real bargains to be had.

So if you’re looking for a great deal
this spring then look no further.
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Previously Cherished Items,

@ Clearance
lternms

Our Original

Price  Retall Price
McCormack DAC £ 395.00* € 995.00
Cambridge Dac Magic £ 7500* £ 150.00
Audio Alchemy DDS 2 £ 395.00* £ 900.00
Exposure V Active x over (3 Way) £ 29500 £ 995.00
EAD 7000 Transport £ 79500 £ 2495.00
Magnum P200 pre amp £ 79500 £ 1895.00
Gate 401 £ 15000 £ -
Micromega amp £ 49500 £ 1295.00
Micromega Tempo P £ 49500 £ 1250.00
Alchemist Kraken £ 25000 £ 580.00
G é New in
POWER AMPLIFIERS
Meracus Intrare £ X-Dem £ 995.00
Audio Research Classic 150 Monoblocks £4995.00  £12,000.00
EAR 861 Power amp £15%.00 £ 3000.00
Linn LK100 £ 45000 £ 600.00
Audio Research VT60 £129500 € 2645.00
Adcom GF565 £129500 £ 2200.00
Rogers E40A {new) £149500 £ 1848.00
Naim Nap 250 {old style) £ 79500 € 1755.00
Naim Hi Cap (new style] £ 47500 £ 740.00
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Audio Research SP9 £ 795.00 £ 2000.00
Audio Research LS3 £119500 £ 1845.00
Naim Nac 72 € 47500 £ 767.00
SPEAKERS
Audio Physic Tempo Il £Special £ 2499.00
Naim Credo £ 695.00- -£ 1175.00
Mission 754 Freedom £ 85000 £ 1395.00
Proac Tablette 2000 £ 450 00 £ 600.00
REL Stentor Sub £ 9% £ 1800.00
Sonus Faber Minima Amators lron Wood Stands€1 295 oo £ 1980.00
Audio Physics Spark € X-Dem £ 1749.00
AV COMPONENTS
C.D PLAYERS & DACS
Acurus ACD Il £ 59500 & 900.00
Pink Triangle Da Capo 24 bit Battery PSU ~ £1795.00 £ 3600.00
Pink Tnangle Ordinal 1307 £ 59500 £ 900.00
Teac P500 £39500 £ 600.00
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £ 9500 £ 13000
YBA Integre £O0nDem £ 1095.00
TURNTABLES/ ANALOGUE/ VARIOUS
Musical Fidelity XLP £ 9900 £ 12900
Musical Fidelity X-Tone £ 9900 £ 12900
Pink Triangle Anniversary battery PSU £149500 £ 2500.00

Power
) Amplifiers

Chord SPM 600 £ 109500 £ 1680.00
Linn Klouts £ 1495.00 £ 2000.00
Musical Fidelity A3 Integrated £ X-Dem £ 850.00
Restek Integrated £ 79500 £ 1100.00
Quad 77 Inte 2%?ted £ 450.00 £ 900.00
Acuphase E203 Integrated £ 79500 £ 1695.00
Jadis JA30 Monoblocks {latest) £ 3795.00 £ 5180.00
Sirius D200 (Silver) £ 275000 £ 3500.00
Cary 572 SE Monobiocks € dem £ 2350.
Eiectrocompaniet AW120 DMB £ 169500 £ 2695.00
Jeff Roland Model 5 £ 2750.00 £ 4500.00
Audio Note Neiro {as new) £ 999500 £16,500.00
Graff 50/50 £ 1650.00 £ 2150.00
Graff GM 200 £ 4950.00 £ 7900.00
Plinius SA 100 £ 2850.00 £ 3450.00
Cello Performance 2 Monoblocks (4 chassis) £ 9995.00 £20,000.00
V1 52000 MA Stereo £ 49500 £ 850.00
Krell KAS 2 Monoblock £ 9995.00 £18,000.00
Jadis JAS00 £ 7995.00 £21,000.00
Boulder 102 AE £ 2650.00 £ 3400.00
Jadis JA 80 Monoblocks £ 4995.00 £10,000.00
Audion Golden Knights £ 1995.00 £ 4000.00
Jadis Defy 7 mk It £ 325000 £ 4790.00
Micromega Tempo 2 Integrated £ 450.00 £ 900.00
Krell FPB 600 £ 8995.00 £12,900.00
Krell KSA 250 £ 2750.00 £ 6700.00
FM Acoustics 611X Resoiution Power £14,995.00 £22,000.00
Lamm M1 Monoblocks (100W) 0A. £ POA
Krell 508 £ 1995.00 £ 3690.00
Exposure Xl psu £ 46500 € -
Musical Fidelity F19 £ 2250.00 £ 4000.00
Audio Research D130 £ 139500 £ 1850.00
Audion Silver Knights £ 1205.00 £ 3000.00
Musical Fidelity XAS 100 (X-dem} £ 69900 £ 79900
Sugden Stemfoort SF60 Integrated £ 35000 £ 550.00
Quad £ 22500 €& -
Counterpomt SA12 £ 795.00 £ 1400.00
YBA 3a pre/ power £ 129500 £ 2400.00
VIL 125 € 179500 £ 3500.00
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Exposure Surer VI € 550.00 £ 800.00
Exposure VI € 45000 £ 700.00
Copland CSA 28 Phono, remote Integrated £ 1250.00 £ 1349.00
Pre

Amplifiers
Chord CPA2200 pre- Essamp £ 159500 £ 2298.00
Audio Research LS5 mk It £ 22508 £ 5700.00
Audio Research LS9 £ 1995.00 £ 2500.00
Graff GM 13.5 1850.00 £ 3750.00
Cello Audio Suite + master supply £10,995.00 £28,000.00
Cello Audio Palette + master suppt 5.00 £25,000.00
Jeff Rowland Consumate + Phono ¥3box) £ 3995.00 £ 8000.00
Meridian 541 Dolby Surround 650.00 £ 1095.00
F M Acoustics 266 Resolution £10,995.00 £17,000.00
Musical Fideiity F25 £ 79500 € 1500.00
CAT. SL1 Uttimate ¢ X-DEM £ 5750.00
Croft Super Micro A mk 3 £ 49500 £ 1000.00
CAT SL1 Sig mk Hl £ 2995.00 £ 6%00.00
Musical Fidelity X-P 100 £ 699.00 £ 799.00
Meridian 562 £ 69500 £ 995.00
Exposure XIV/ IX £ 149500 £ 3000.00
Exposure Xl pre Xl psu £ 79500 £ 1500.00

—~Sualit
@ Speakers

Meridian DSP5000 Rosewood £ 2750.00 £ 3600.00
Wilson Grand Slam mk it £35,000.00 £80,000.00
JM Lab Grande Utopia £ On Dem £ On Dem
Mission 753 Rosewood + base £ 49500 £ 900.00
Monitor Audio Studio 50 SE Piano Black £ 2500.00 £ 4000.00
Proac Resp 1 SC + Stands £ 89500 £ 1500.00
Audio Physics Virgo £0ndem £ 3400.00
Linn Isobariks £ 59500 £
Martin Logan Aerius £ 129500 £ 2288.00
Apogee Caliper Si £ 129500 £ 4000.00
Acoustic Energy 1+ Stands PianoBlack £ 79500 € 1
Sound Lab A3 £ 4995.00 £12,000.00
Sonus Faber Grand Pianos £ 149500 £ 2000.00
Acoustic Energy AE2 Signature Piano Black
+ Stands £ 1995.00 £ 2995.00
Cello Stradivari Grand Master
Tosewood and Piano Black} £22,000.00 260 .00
udio Static DC1+ (Audi Silver) £ 2750.00 £ 4250.00
SCM 50A Rosewood £ 285000 £ 5000.00
Wllson Audio MAX £24,995.00 £33,000.00
vyogee Stage £ 99500 £ 3000.00
lson wstem V.1 (Black] £10,500.00 £18,000.00
Rogers LS3/ 5A Black (NI £ 57500 £ 798.00
Rogers AB1 Sub (N £ 39500 £ 598.00
Rogers LS55 (New £ 33000 £ 430.00
Alon Adriana (New| £ Special £10,000.00
Alon V mkiH £ cial £ 5500.00
Meridian M 2500 Sub £ 1095.00 £ 1600.00
A.T.C. SCM 1000 SL Active Speaker £ 4500.00 £ 7000.00
Jamo SW3105 active sub- £ 49500 £ 800.00
Orelle Swings £ 79500 £ 1200.00
Dynalab 2.8 Ref (New} £ 69500 £ 1200.00
Audio Physics LIBRA £ X-DEM £ 5000.00

\NCD Players
Q‘z & DACS

Oracte CD2000 Transport £ POA £ 7299.00
Theta DATA 2/ Progen Iit £ 3500.00 £ 6500.00
Musical FldelltyAJCD € X-Dem £ 850.00
Micro Duo 3.1 £ 995.00 £ 2000.00
Audio DDE 1 € 9500 £ 200.00
Wadia 860 x ) £ 6500.00 £ 7500.00
Mark Levinson No 39 £ 425000 £ 5000.00
Forsell Air Ref Transport mk I £ 4995.00 £ 8000.00
Mark Levinson 30.5/31 £11,500.00 £24,000.00
Krell KPS 25s £13,995.00 £19,995.00
Quad 77 CD Player (Quadlink) £ 49500 £ 700.00
Meridian 203 dac € 22500 £ 500.00
Arcam Alpha plus £ ™95.00 £. 500.00
Menidian 563 dac 20 bit € 49500 € 950.00
Menidian 565 £ 149500 £ 2500.00
Helios Model 1 £ 89500 £ 1300.00
Helios Model 3 £ 49500 £ 700.00
Musical Fidelity X- RS& £ 69900 £ 79.00
Musical Fidelity X-10 Dem) £ 89.00f 119.00

Turntables
& Analogue

Goldmund Ref Tumtable £ 8995.00 £30,000.00
Air Tangent 2B Arm £ 193500 £ 5000.00
Oracle Mk V Turntable £ POA £ 419900
Alphason Sonata HR100 mcs E 595.00 £ 1200.00
EorieTWTo?Te?m Ref Be famp £ ﬁm ?’%2%%%
ink Trangle PT Too Ref Bearing, platter, ciam 00 X
ERONnnegeddon/Pvgg/gi Df 00 £ 4000.00
Lyra Pamasus £ 2000.00
Linn LP12/ LVIll Lingo Cirkus K9 E 1005.00 € 200000
Sequera Model 1 FM Tuner £ 4250.00 £ 8000:00
nKrE £ 37500 £ 50000
Revox BT7 (3_/7_ case + reels) like new £ 59500 £ -

' tel 0181 392 1959 & 0181 392 1963

fax 0181 392 1994 e-mail choice_hiti@msn.com
All previously cherished items in mint, second hand or as new condition - guaranteed
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open from 10am to 8pm by appointment

rsomething
new from

Choice

STOCKIST OF:

Acoustic Energy, Plinius,
Advantage, Rockport,

Alon, Shahinian,

ATC, SME,

Audible lllusions, Tara Labs,
Audio Physics, Target,

Boulder, Totem,

Bryston, Transfiguration,
Cary Trichord,

CA.T, Trilogy,

Chord, Van den Hul,
ClearAudio, VP,

Denon, XLO,
Dynavector,

Egglaston Works,l "DVD Players now
Graham, available from
Michell, Sony, Panasonic
Musical Fidelity,  and Pioneer,
Oracle analogue

and digital, and many more.
P.M.C,
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