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LAMP, CABINET
AND BOOKSHELF

A TABLE lamp which is also a cabinet and bookshelf is sure
to find a welcome place in the home. It could be useful in
the bedroom or study and would also be suitable for the
teenager’s ‘den’. The ends could be used for small records
such as Pop 45’s and E.P.s. If nicely finished it will not only
be a novelty, but a handsome piece of furniture.

The type of light fitting is a matter of choice, but the one
suggested will be found quite suitable. It consists of the
bulb holder and a threaded nipple. The nipple, which should
be brass for preference, is screwed over the flex hole and
the bulb holder then screwed to the nipple.

A small shade is recommended and it can be the type which
is fitted to the bulb holder or the type which clips to the
actual bulb. Switching can be by means of a separate
switch or a switched bulb holder can be used. Of the two
the latter is preferable and the flex can then be provided
with a 5 amp plug which can be connected with any con-
venient socket.

The dimensional drawing in Fig. 1, and the construc-
tional details in Figs. 2 and 3 should be studied before com-
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mencing work. Note that the overall size of the base is 20 in.
by 7 in., the actual cabinet being g in. by 7 in. by 7 in. high.
There are two opening doors at the front of the cabinet
which gives ample room for writing pad and envelopes.

Use } in. wood throughout in the construction, choosing a
straight grained wood free from knots. Qak or Spanish
chestnut will be quite suitable, but many of the foreign
hardwoods now available will work well and look attractive
when finished.

Commence by making up the cabinet and base as seen in
Fig. 2. The joints shown are plain butt joints, glued and
pinned or screwed and are suitable for the handyman, but
the advanced worker can make what adaptations he requires.
The back goes between the sides, top and base.

Fig. 1—This view shows the make-up of
the three-purpose fitment and gives all
necessary measurements. Only one end
is shown,
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Continue as in Fig. 3 by adding the rounded ends toform
the two bookshelves. These should be made to fit perfectly
and are then glued in place. They can be further secured by
adding pins from the inside and from underneath.

The two doors are hinged with 1 in. light brass butt
hinges which should be recessed for neatness as suggested
in Fig. 3. A small stop of waste wood glued under the top
will prevent the doors going in too far. Small rounded
plastic knobs can be used for opening and shutting and small
ball catches can also be fitted.

All parts are now cleaned up thoroughly, the wood
stained and the grain filled. Finish off by polishing or varnish-
ing. Try a polyurethane varnish for a hard and durable
finish. Complete the base by gluing a piece of green baize
underneath and trimming flush with the edges.

The bulb holder and shade is now fitted as already de-
scribed, and the flex led out through the backatthe bottom,
The flex can be secured to the top and back by means of a
couple of clips obtained from any electrical supplier.

(M.h.)

PUFFED wheat from a packet of breakfast cereal will help
to explain static electricity. Tie an ear of wheat to each end
of a 9 in. cotton thread to make an electroscope. Dangle the
thread over a finger, to allow the ears to hang together.
Rub a dry plastic tumbler upon your pullover and hold the
container just underneath the wheat ears.

At first the ears will begin to tremble and be attracted
by the tumbler A, but when you pull the tumbler away,
the ears will fly apart B, and only gradually will they
swing together again.

Two different kinds of electric charges are due to elec-
trons and protons. All atoms are made of equal numbers of

ELECTRICITY AT THE
BREAKFAST TABLE

‘negatively’ charged electrons and “positively’ charged pro-
tons. These charges normally cancel out and the atoms
behave as if they are not electrified at all.

Rubbing the tumbler causes negative electrons to be
torn off wool atoms and to be deposited upon the tumbler,
to give the plastic a strong negative charge. Electrons on the
tumbler push away electrons from atoms in the wheat ears,
because ‘like’ charges repel each other. Atoms in the ears
are left with too many positive protons, so the ears become
positively charged.

To begin with the ears are strongly attracted to the
tumbler, because ‘opposite’ electric charges attract each other.
When you remove the tumbler, the ‘like’ positively charged
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ears push eachother away. Slowly, electrons flow backintothe
wheat atoms. The wheat ears finally come together when all
their atoms have equal numbers of electrons and protons
again, and thus have no ‘odd’ electrical forces to exert out-
side influences.

A single wheat ear upon a thread may be held up in mid-
air, just below the electrified rim of the tumbler C. Also, you
can cover the surface of the charged tumbler with attracted
wheat ears, if you revolve the side of the container an inch or
two above some ears placed upon a table. The ears may cling
to the plastic for quite a long time. The theory given above
will help you to explain these other experiments. (A.E.W.)




Out with a camera |
PETS CAN BE SO
REWARDING

ANIMAL photography is one of the most rewarding of sub-~
jects although it can also be exasperating at times. When we
are dealing with humans we can expect some co-operation,
while in landscape photography it is generally a question of
finding the best viewpoints. But most animals ignore our
pleas to keep still, turn this way or that so we have to use
our wits and exercise our patience.

When I refer to animals I mean the domesticated type —
cats, dogs, donkeys, horses and perhaps pets like birds, fish,
white mice or even the tortoise. Most of these are fur bear-
ing and if we are to obtain a good definition of their coats, in-
cluding whiskers of cats and dogs, a fine grain film is
necessary. You can do no better than use Ilford FP3 film
which is ideal for this class of work.

Camera viewpoint is important when taking animal shots
and in some cases it means shooting from almost ground
level. You may be able to use a small stool, otherwise you
may have to lay on the floor or ground. Angle shots are not
usually successful, especially if the camera is pointed down-
wards, since we produce some most ugly distortions. Another

A simple, yet effective, shot of a seaside Neddy

372

% - L

provided this pleasing

P

Much patience, and the use of a chair,
pose

factor to observe is that since the animals may be small we
have to work at close range and a close-up lens is a decided
advantage.

Cats and kittens

It is very rare to come across a cat which can be handled
like other tame pets. We cannot train cats and more oftenthan
not they do just as they like. If a cat will not co-operate
at first attempt it is sometimes impossible to tempt it
with tasty bits and you might just as well wait for another
day. We do know that they like warmth, milk, liver, fish and
that they do not always favour strangers. Moreover, we have
several colours of cats and Kkittens. Being small, it becomes
necessary to employ a close-up lens and the mature cat
should be taken from ground level.

The first thing to do is to watch the cat and see whether it
has a favourite spot, perhaps a sunny ledge out of doors or a
warm corner near the fire. We have to ensure that we photo-
graph the best features of the cat and whatever else may be a
little blurred we must get the eyes, nose and whiskers in
sharp focus. Look at the face, the fur, the markings and
visualise different positions without making too much of a
fuss.

Ways to coax cats are few but a saucer of milk is often
helpful, while they can be tempted with a scrap of liver or
fish. The former can be smeared on some object to attract a
cat when it appears to make keen investigations. Or you may



find it better to take a picture while the cat is in the lap of a
young lady. Wartch for yawns, a lick of the lips after lapping
some milk, or miaows. Sidelighting is best if this can be
arranged since the whiskers are shown to best advantage. So
far as exposure is concerned 1 /100 second at f/8 on FP3 film
on a bright day — sunlight is not always necessary — will be
sufficient.

We may have even more opportunities by indoor working
when we can catch the cat in a warm corner basking in the
sun. Here we may tempt her by warming a soft cushion! We
also have the advantage of being able to use flash or photo-
flood lamps. When using the latter you will find that the
pupils narrow and become slits. It is a matter of studying
the behaviour of your cat and catching her unexpectedly in a
suitable spot.

While kittens are much more playful and consequently
more active we can often control them more easily. They can
be placed in a wicker basket to good effect, a box too large
for them to climb out, or we can give them a ball of wool or a
cotton reel to play with. Since these dodges restrict the
movement of the kittens to some extent we can place them
on a table and shoot from a more convenient viewpoint.

A plain background is desirable with both cats and
kittens and I would suggest some plain, uncreased cloth.

Dogs

These are easier to deal with than cats and appear to have
more sense, but I would not recommend too much handling
if they are not your own. I have been bitten four times!
Again, a plain backgroupd is desirable but as they are
larger than cats we can often use the sky as a background.
The viewpoint must be low although the docile poodle may
often be seated on a table top for ease of working. Avoid
fussy backgrounds like trellis work or brick walls which com-
pete with the subject.

Perhaps the best time to photograph a dog is just before
he has been fed, for this is when he is more susceptible to
working for a tit-bit. Make your preparations before attempt-
ing to get the dog in a suitable position. Look through your
viewfinder to test how low the viewpoint should be and once
again ‘the most critical focus should be on the nose and
whiskers. Just before you press the trigger call his name—
and the dog will prick up his ears to better effect.

Photographing to take a group of dogs can be trying but
extremely rewarding. Some help is needed for this type of
picture. We must have someone they know near the camera
 to attract attention at the right moment and believe it or
not someone behind, out of sight, to keep them in position.

Flash does not worry either dogs or puppies and shots of
the latter, asleep and curled up in a basket make attractive
studies. Puppies at play can be coaxed with old slippers or
hats.

Other subjects

The smaller fish dart about in their tank, quickly becom-
ing out of range, but we can limit their movement by slipping
a sheet of glass about two inches behind the front of the
tank. This restricts the fish to the small space between the
front and the temporary glass, keeping them within measur-
able focus.

Mice cannot be photographed in their cages to any ad-
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vantage and it is better to arrange for someone to allow them
to wander on a coat sleeve or on the shoulder.

Cagebirds of all kinds can be taken out of doors in their
cages and set up before a plain background. It is advisable to
remove mirrors and any other shiny toy which may cause
undesirable reflections.

Rabbits are best taken out in the open if you can be sure
they won’t escape. You may use a table top arrangement in the
garden with a dark background. Good pictures can also be
taken on a closely cut lawn and remember that a lettuce leaf
or a cabbage leaf is good bait.

While it is possible to take these smaller pets in the open,
a suitable box can be constructed on the lines of a fish tank.
That is, a plywood floor and back with glass at the front, top
and sides. The background can be changed according to the
pet concerned while there will be no interference with the
light and the pet cannot escape. Providing you avoid glare on
the front glass the resulting picture will look as though it was
taken in the open. This type of cage can also be easily
illuminated.

With horses and donkeys our task is much easier and we
can often find groups on the seashore. Confine your shots
to head and neck rather than the whole animal. (S.H.L.)

The pictures accompanying this feature have been taken on
Ilford films.

RINGING IN YOUR EARS

You can enjoy the ringing chimes of a town clock and the
deep sonorous tones of church bells by using a humble
tablespoon, a coathanger and some wire.

Twist the middle of a four foot wire around the handle of
a tablespoon and hold up the apparatus by pressing the ends
of the wire just inside your ears.

Perhaps, for the sake of safety, you had better bend back
the sharp wire ends before putting them near your ears.
Anyway, let the dangling spoon swing against a chair or
wall. You will hear the resounding boom of a solemn
tolling church bell.

The curved spoon, which also varies in thickness like a
real bell, produces a loud fundamental note with many
quieter overtones that impart a rich quality to the sound.

Normally the noise made when the spoon strikes an
obstruction is heard as a harsh unpleasant clatter, but the
wires conduct the delicate frequencies efficiently straight to
your ears.

A metal coathanger suspended from the wire will produce
an incredibly deep-booming tone like a great cathedral bell.

(A.E.W.)
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type anemones

As we have seen in previous articles, many plants have
become adapted to living in a particular type of environ-
ment. Thus we have dealt with desert plants, jungle plants,
and water plants.

There is also a definite ‘Alpine habitat’, and this refers
to high mountain regions, generally more than 5,000 feet
above sea level. These Alpine regions, quite extensive in
Europe, have a definite type of climate, and are above the
‘tree line’, below which coniferous trees can survive. The
climate is characterised by a high summer day temperature,
and a dry atmosphere. Because the soil is frozen for much of
the year, this causes a lack of available moisture, and in
winter the plants are usually covered with snow. These
conditions, making it necessary for the plants to store food
and water, have produced types rather resembling some of
the leafy succulents we have mentioned earlier.

Also, many of the dwarf trees discussed in the previous
article come from Alpine regions, but in this article we are
going to deal mainly with the smaller plants, many of which
have given rise to some of our most popular garden flowers.

These plants are not usually large in size, and usually the *
flowers are small, but the profusion of flowering more than
makes up for this. The colours are often brilliant, many of
them being bright blue. Since these plants are able to with-
stand cold it is quite possible to grow specimens of them in
our gardens. They can either be planted in a small rockery or
grown in individual pots.

If the reader is more of a botanist than a gardener, the
latter method will probably be preferred, since specimens
can be picked up for easier examination and study. However
those more interested in having a colourful corner in the
garden will no doubt go for the rockery. In this case plenty
of drainage should be provided underneath the rockery, and
some provision must be made to cover the plants in winter;
not to protect them from cold, which they can easily stand,
but to keep them reasonably dry in our uncertain winters.

In the cultivation of any plants from climates different
from ours, whether they be desert cacti or mountainous

ALPINES
FROM THE
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REGIONS

Anemone blanda one

of the small Alpine-
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alpines, it is only necessary to consider the type of climate in
order to have a good chance of success. For this reason the
amateur botanist is in a better position to grow plants than
the person who takes no interest in a plant’s natural habitat
and tries to treat them all alike ! .

Since we have seen that the alpines survive a cold but dry
winter, and are often adapted for water storage, we can
assume that we need give them no winter heat but must pro-
tect them from too much wet. If grown in pots, it is a good
idea to have some sort of a cold frame with a concrete base
on which to stand the plants. The frame can be thrown
completely open to give the plants the sunlight and fresh air
they need in the summer, and covered over at least at the
top, during the winter. Since complete closing is not neces-
sary, even in the winter, provided overhead protection is
given, quite a simple structure will suffice, and the average
handyman could easily provide this.

Making the most of your plants

Like most collections, that of alpine plants can be taken
seriously or just ‘dabbled in’. As long as the collector enjoys
himself it does not really matter; the purpose of a hobby is
enjoyment. Therefore many will be content to have a few
plants to be looked at and tended occasionally whilst others
will want to extend their hobby, and perhaps share it with
fellow collectors.

There is plenty of scope for this in the collection of al-
pines; you can see many of the plants you do not possess
yourself, often rare ones, by visiting the larger botanic
gardens (Kew Gardens has a well-stocked alpine house).
Those living in or near London can visit the fortnightly
shows of the Royal Horticultural Society, where alpines are
often displayed. Finally there is an Alpine Society where one
can attend talks and meet fellow enthusiasts,

Plants to grow
There are so many of these alpine plants that it is not
possible to list them all. The best thing for the would-be



Gentian Septemfida a popular alpine

collector is to obtain some catalogues from the nurserymen

specialising in alpines. These are often advertised in garden-
ing journals, to be seen at most libraries.

Some flowers however deserve special mention. Tulips
are of course well-known, at least the larger garden tulips.
These have mostly been produced by horticulturists from
the wild species, many of them alpines. Thus we find a
number of true alpines amongst the dwarf species of tulips.
Many of these are exposed to strong, drying sun in their
native state, after flowering, so in order to give them the
right conditions it is necessary to remove them from the
pots after the leaves have died down and store them in a
warm dry place (they can be allowed to ‘bake’ in a green-
house, if available) until ready to plant again. The bulbs
will be found to have multiplied when removed from the
pots; the little bulbs can be planted up in the autumn, and
the stock can be increased. Tulips belong to the lily family.

Another very large family, the buttercup family or
Ranunculaceae, has given us the anemones, some of which
are alpine species

Amongst the most popular of mountain flowers are the
gentians. Gentian septemfida comes from Asia Minor to
Persia. There are terminal clusters of flowers and the colour
is rather variable, the best forms being deep blue. It is easy
flowering.

An interesting plant to cultivate is the well-known
Edelweiss, which is not nearly so rare as is commonly
supposed and seed can often be obtained, or little plants can
be bought. As well as the mountains of Europe, Edelweiss
(meaning ‘precious white’) comes from India and Siberia.

After our digression into the ‘gardening’ aspects of our
hobby in the last few articles, we shall return to more of the
botanists’ plants next time, when we will look at the ‘meat
eaters’.

Next: Carnivorous Plants,

FISHING THROUGH STRAWS

TAKRING peas off a plate, one-at-a-time, by sucking them
up with a straw, is an amusing party contest that inspires a
hilarious game with straws and paper fishes.

Make dozens of fishes by folding bundles of thin papers in
half, and then cutting out half a fish shape — with head, body
and tail — to the side of the crease.

Fishes, ranging between 2 and 4 in. long, can be thin or
fat. Pale coloured papers look best. Draw faces and write
numbers on the bodies. Naturally, the biggest numbers will
go on the largest fishes.

Two players or more can take part — all armed with fresh
drinking straws and teacups in which to store their ‘catches’,
The game begins after all the fishes are spread out in a tray
‘pond’ put on the table.

All players fish at once, as fast as they can, while the game
lasts.

To remove a fish, you rest an upright straw on the paper,
and then keep sucking through the straw while you lift and
transport the fish to your cup ‘creel’ placed beside you.

Then, when the pond is empty, players find the winner by
adding numbers written on the fishes they have caught.
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NoO doubt by now many readers of Hobbies Weekly must be
realizing the impossibility of ever obtaining a complete col-
lection of the stamps of the whole world and may be trying to
find a suitable area in which to specialize.

One such suitable area is New Zealand ; not the whole of
this country because the earlier stamps are far too expensive
for anyone unless they have a very large purse, but a collection
of the Health Stamps of that country. This is possible to com-
plete at a reasonable cost.

A COMPLETE SET
By L. P. V. Veale

Since the issue of the first of these Health stamps in 1931
there have been less than 70 stamps brought out, and only the
first few from 1931 to 1934 are priced at £1 or more. All the
rest are quite cheap and most of them should be available from
exchange. These stamps are still being issued each year; but
as the postal value is always kept low — a matter of pennies —
you will have no difficulty in getting these new issues. A very
important point to remember, 100, is that New Zealand is a
very popular country so that if and when you decide to sell or
exchange your collection you should not have any difficulty.

They are called Health Stamps because each bears a
premium; that is to say that if you want a 2d. stamp for
postage it will cost you 3d., the extra 1d. going to a fund to help
raise money for children’s health camps. Most of these have
been issued each year in September or October and generally
the earlier issues consisted of singles, but lately there have
been up to three stamps in a set.

The best known of these stamps is the first which has
earned for itself the title ‘Smiling Boy’. There are two values,
one blue and one red, and unfortunately both of these are .

The key
to health

4d surcharged Read the Morse Code
message ‘Health’
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rather expensive despite the fact that the postal values are
only 1d. and 2d. with one penny being added in each case for
the health fund.

Three symbolical designs followed in 1932, 1933 and 1934.
The first showed Hygeia, the Goddess of Health, the .next a
Path going towards a sunrise — The Path to Health — and the
last a Crusader. Now we come to the much more intimate
designs. Look at the first illustration, a peep through a keyhole
to a child on the beach — a very effective design by S. Hall.
The next three designs were the work of J. Berry — a child
looking through a life belt, a rock climber, and two very small
children playing in a garden.

In 1939 S. Hall came back with the design of three boys
playing with a beach ball (second illustration). Now you need
to be careful with this stamp because there are three very
similar designs. If you look carefully you will see that it has
been surcharged. When first printed the stamp was for d.
postage and 4d. for the health fund, but as such it was never
issued. The }d. postage was changed to 1d. and the 1d. to 2d.
The next year the same design was used but the stamp had
been reprinted and did not need surcharging, and then when
they decided to use the same design the following year they
used the same with the figures 1941 overprinted. So be careful
that you do not throw away a specimen because you have a
stamp of that particular design; make sure there is no sur-
charge or overprint.

The next picture was that of a boy and girl on a swing and
then in 1943 and 1944 there were portraits of H.M. Queen
Elizabeth II as Princess and also of Princess Margaret, first on
triangular stamps and then on the more familiar oblong as
Girl Guides.

Scenes from the camping lives of Guides and Scouts were
also used for 1953, and we illustrate one of these. Can you
read the morse code message that surrounds the stamp ? On
the top and the bottom appears the word ‘Health’ in the code
and downwards on the right and upwards on the left we can
decipher the words ‘New Zealand’.

Two statues have appeared on these stamps — that of
Peter Pan (1945) which is to be found in Kensington Gardens
and the other of Eros (1947) which is in Piccadilly Circus.

Princess Anne and Prince Charles were shown on the 1952
issue from photographs by Marcus Adams. Two years pre-
viously the Queen and Prince Charles had appeared, the one
design by J. Berry & R. 8. Phillips being used for the two
denominations. In 1963 there were two pictures of Prince-
Andrew designed from photographs by Studio Lisa. Four of
the last five years have been devoted to birds — kingfisher,
pigeon, heron, hawk, parakeet, gulls and penguins all being
shown.

This variety of design will help to make such a collection
more interesting, and the fact that some designs are horizontal
while others are vertical gives the collector scope for making
his own arrangement. I do not think that you should mount
the specimens in strict chronological order; the stamps that
you have, those you hope to get very soon, and the size of your
album will all have to be taken into account. Little specialist
knowledge is necessary before starting. There are a few
varieties that are well worth looking for. Some specimens have
the watermark upright and some have it sideways and both

@ Continued on page 379



IN this easy to make table-top game players spin a wooden
top within a tray. Two players each have six wood pegs and
each spins in turn. When the spinning top lands in one of the
peg-board holes, a peg is inserted in that hole.

When both players have used up all their pegs, the posi-
tions of the two different-coloured sets of pegs on the board
are noted. The winner is the one that has the greatest
amount of pegs in a row in any direction.

The base is a piece of perforated hardboard, cut to size
17 in. square. Strips of 1 in. wide wood (thickness is not
critical) are nailed around the pegboard to form the tray, as
shown in Fig. 1 and the plan sketch, Fig. 2.

Flat white paint can be used for the board, but don’t let
it seal up the holes. Finish the tray sides with a gloss paint.

Use your compasses and pencil to draw the circle
directly on to apiece of } in. plywood, then, after drillinga
} in. diameter centre-hole, cut out the disc with a fretsaw.
Glue in a 2} in. section of } in. dowel rod to construct the
simple top, as the assembly drawing, Fig. 3. Ishows. Point
the spindle with glasspaper so that it can spin into the holes
in the board, but not drop through. Two tops could be
made — one for each player. Paint them each a different
colour. Finally, cut 12 pegs from  in. dowelling, making
each 2 in. long.

A ‘TOP’ GAME

WITH PEGBOARD
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B PEGBOARD SN0
e e 17"sQ.
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{
TRAY SIDES

Colour six pegs red and six blue, so the players can
identify their own. Always use non-toxic paint such as
Humbrol if a youngster is likely to play with them. Fig. 1
illustrates the method of play, three pegs, of the same colour,
winning.

If a top spins round the board without entering a hole,
then the player keeps the peg for his next turn.

(T.S.R))

@ Continued from page 378

A COMPLETE SET

should be sought. Further it would be preferable to have each
issue used and mint, but it is much more important to select
perfect specimens in a specialist collection than in a general
one.

Lastly, a reminder about miniature sheets. Since 1957 New
Zealand has issued these small sheets, only six to a sheet, so
here again one ought to be able to afford these. They will
bring the total above the 70 stamps mentioned earlier, but
they are a finish to a worthwhile collection.
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MODERNISTIC WALL DECORS

A WALL-DECORATION nowadays needs not be a painting.
Modern furnishing schemes call for wall-panels that can be
three-dimensional, or which rely for their effect on texture
or light and shade, rather than colour alone. This offers
great scope for anyone who wants to create an original
decoration, rather than buy a reproduction of a great or
popular painting.

One type of wall decoration which is becoming increas-
ingly popular is a piece of driftwood mounted on a fabric-
faced panel, A. This has an extremely dramatic effect, and is
expensive to buy ready-made, but is quite simple to arrange.

All that is needed is a piece of plywood or hardboard.
This is covered with a piece of linen or jute, a few inches
larger all round than the panel it is to cover. This is glued in
place, the edges of the fabric being turned over and glued to
the back. A stripwood or moulding frame is fixed securely in
place; the securing pins or screws passing through the back-
ing into the frame so that the whole panel is rigid and will
not warp. A suitable piece of driftwood or dead branch is
screwed to the panel from behind, and after a cord is fixed
between two rings, the panel is ready to go on the wall.

A decoration which produces intriguing effects of light
and shade is a panel with a design formed by a cluster of
hollow tubes of different sizes, fixed end-on to the backing
sheet, B.

This up-to-the-minute panel has a plywood or hardboard
back — it need not be framed, unless for rigidity. A number
of tubes of various diameters, such as postal tubes, toilet-
roll cores, spice drums and so on are cut to different heights
and their lower ends are plugged with pieces of cork glued
in place. Plastic and metal tubes can also be used, if these
are obtainable in various dimensions.

The tubes are stood in a random cluster on the centre of
the board, and re-arranged until a pleasing design is felt to
have been achieved. They are then glued to the board and to
each other, and are painted in a matt grey finish, outside
and inside. The board is painted white or grey, and a large
circle is drawn round the tubes. The board outside this

circle is painted matt black, in order to focus interest on the
centre of the panel.

Old plates, too, can be used to make wall-plaques whose
simple lines look well against a modern self-coloured wall.
Each plaque is hung with the underside of the plate showing,
and it is this side which is first coated with white or ivory
enamel. One of the easiest decorations to apply is a head in
silhouette, possibly of a member of the family. This can be
copied from a photograph, or from life, on to a piece of
adhesive plastic sheeting. Black, grey or red looks best, in
cither a plain or marbled effect.

The silhouette is carefully pressed in place in the centre
of the plaque, and the border is painted in black or charcoal-
grey enamel, D. The plaque is hung by means of a wire or
tinplate bracket which is Y-shaped, the ends of the arms
being turned over to grasp the rim of the plate.

(A.L.)
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ENCINE
Only £6. 10s.

EACH (Carriage paid)

New J.A.P. two-stroke petrol engine, 34 c.c. Model J.S.34.

Complete with mounting studs, recoil starter, carburetter and

silencer. Size 10 in. long,12in. wide, 11 in. high, weight 12ib.

Suitable for lawn mowers, go-karts and saws, etc.

L.W.VASSLTD,(Dept. HW13),Ampthill,Bedford
Ampthill 3255

FOR PERMANENT RESULTS... MODEL ITIN

R
Plastone :
Mark

— the self-hardening modelling material Send for Sample
Sole Manufacturers — Tin and Booklet 4/9 (inc. Post)
HARBUTT'S PLASTICINE LTD,, Bath , Bath, S

HeEAR ALL CONTINENTS
With H.A.C. Short-Wave Receivers

Suppliers for over 25 years of radio S-W Receivers of quality.
One-Valve Kit, Price 34/6 Two-Valve Kit, Price 52/6

Improved designs with Denco coils. All kits complete with all components,
accessories and full instructions including prepared and drilled chassis.
Before ordering, call and inspect a demonstration receiver, or send stamped
addressed envelope for descriptive catalogue.

*H.A.C.’ Short-Wave Products (Dept. 22), 44 Old Bond Street, London, WI.

MAGNA JECTOR

This wonderful instrument will project any illustration
from magazines, photographs, etc — IN ACTUAL
COLOUR.

Show your pictures clearly, and greatly enlarged, on to a
screen, which can be a sheet, pillow case, or lightly
coloured wall. Project a picture or diagram on to paper,
and make a tracing to any enlargement required.

Uses a 60 watt screw-in type light bulb, and plugs into the
mains.

Nothing else to buy — no films or slides.

Strongly made in plastic, with focusing lens.

M N

=%

Y
HOBBIES LTD (Dept. H.72) DEREHAM, NORFOLK

2 J VCG

Vauxhall Craftsman’s Guild

1965/66 Model Car Competition of
the Vauxhall Craftsman’s Guild—
open to all young men aged 14-20

{" PRIZE
worth £250

PLUS free trip to USA

Other Awards worth £150, £75 and £40 plus 24 Tool
Kits for runners up. Special awards for entries by 14
and 15 year olds.

What you do. Enrol in the Craftsman’s Guild. There's
no entrance fee, no membership fee. Simply fill in the
coupon below and you will receive inreturn the detailed
instruction book which gives full details of the Com-
petition and how to build a 1/12 scale model car.
The Vauxhall Craftsman’s Guild is sponsored by:

Vauxhall Motors Ltd., Luton, Dunstable, Ellesmere Port.

This book sent free to all who enrol in the Vauxhall Craftsman's Guild,

SIMPLY FILL IN AND RETURN THIS COUPON___

(3d stamp only required for unsealed |
envelope) Post to: ’ £y |

VAUXHALL CRAFTSMAN'S GUILD
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, KIMPTON RD,|<aeagi

LUTON, BEDS. | PRazres iing
Please enrol me as a member of the Guild. ‘\J

SURNAME

CHRISTIAN NAMES

HOME POSTAL ADDRESS

DEPT. G

DATE OF BIRTH

THE 1965/66 COMPETITION OPENS AUBUST 24th 1965 AND CLOSES APRIL 1966




THEY WON'T BELIEVE IT!

WE’VE all heard the phrase ‘seeing is believing’ but here is
an easily made puzzle that your friends can study for as long
as they wish and still won’t believe it’s possible unless they
read this article, too!

It consists simply of a piece of plywood or hardboard, with
another piece of deal softwood pushed through a hole cut in
the centre, but the part that will cause most amazement is
the fact that both ends of the middle piece are bigger than
the hole they pass through ?

Both pieces can be cut with a fretsaw as this will leave a
less coarse finish than most other saws and yet the fine saw
marks will be just obvious enough to let anyone see that the

about fifteen minutes or so to soften the fibres of the wood.
While you are waiting for this to take place prepare the ply-
wood by placing it across two pieces of wood with the hole
clear of any obstruction and raised from the bench, or table
top, by about one inch. You will also need a vice or cramp
to complete the operation.

Make sure that everything is to hand at this stage as speed
is essential in perfecting this little device.

Having completed these preparations take the block from
the water and squeeze the soaked end in the vice until it is
thin enough to pass through the hole you have cut in the
other piece of the puzzle. Allow it to remain in the vice for

'Fslall

loose block has been cut by hand from one piece of wood.

The thickness of the plywood (or hardboard) should be
about }in. but the other sizes are optional. The important
thing is that the hole in the plywood should be just a little
more in height than the thickness of the block’s shank and
about one third more than its width. If you check with the
measurements on the diagram you’ll soon see what is
required.

When the wood has been prepared it may seem impossible
to get either of the large ends through what appears to be a
much smaller hole. But here is the secret.

Let one of the ends of the block soak in a cup of water for

a few seconds in order to keep the end compressed for as
long as possible then release and quickly push it through the
hole.

If you don’t succeed straight away don’t worry, because
it may take several attempts to get it through successfully;
but there’s no need to repeat the soaking process each time.

When the block has been pushed through the hole return
the completed puzzle to the water, allowing the compressed
part to hang immersed until the wood fibres have returned
to their normal size.

The rest is easy. If you are satisfied that the block has
assumed its normal shape let it dry gently and smooth off
with glasspaper all round. The drying process may test
your patience but if you dry it too quickly the sudden heat
will cause the wood to split. On the other hand, if you show
it to your friends before it is dry you are inviting awkward
questions about its construction and, after all, that’s the
secret! (J.T.R)

Miscellanecous Advertisements

FRENCH PENFRIENDS, all ages under
21. Send s.a.e. for free details. Anglo-French

‘GEMSTONES IN BRITAIN’
A Guide, for amateurs, to the collecting of semi-
recious stones, and gemstone material, in the
ritish Isles, plus a beautiful free specimen of

.. ONLY 4d. PER WORD
Classified advertisements on this page are
accepted at a cost of 4d. per word prepaid. Use
of a2 Box No. is r1s. extra. Send P.O. with
advertisement to Hobbies Weekly, Advert.
Dept., Dereham, Norfolk, Rates for display

either Agate, Jasper, Rose-Quartz, or Tiger’s-
Eye. (State which). Only 3s. plus 1s. postage and

acking. Immediate delivery. Refund if not de-
ﬁghted. Obtainable from, — Ql\;arrymme (regd).
157 Upper Dale Road, Derby, Derbyshire.

C.C., Falcon House, Burnley. advertising on application,
ROLLFILMS, 35 mm films developed 1s. 9d

selective postcard enlargements 6d, please add MAKE
postage, — Peter West, Dunelm, Mosboro JEWELLERY
Moor, Mosborough, Sheffield. AT HOME

Our Free Colour Brochuye tells you

UNDER 21? Penfriends anywhere — details
free. — Teenage Club, Falcon House, Burnley.

PENFRIENDS home and abroad, all ages.
S.a.c. for details. European Friendship Society,
Burnley, Lancs.,

~er—se—o— P.X. CALLING —~——7—
INTERESTED IN CHEMISTRY? We
supply Flasks, Filter Paper, Chemicals, Bunsens.
Send 6d. for LIST and save money! P.X,
Technical Supplies (Dept. H), Exchange
House, Eldon Street, Sheffield, 1.

382

how to make exquisite costume
jewellery at home. It’s so simple, in~
expensive and profitable. Gaycharm
Ltd. (Dept. 9B) 697a, High Road,
Seven Kings, Essex.




From odd pieces of wood

COLOURFUL MATCHBOX HOLDERS

MaTcHBOX holders can be made up as small gifts and also
for contributions to sales of work. They are quickly made
and consist of a few pieces of odd wood cut to the required
shape by a fretsaw.

The Decorette transfer No. 136 (five different pictures on —_———
a sheet) forms the basis of the design. Fix a transfer to l
wood and cut out the background as shown by B, or alter- |
natively run the saw round the outline of the ship as at D
Piece B is 4 in. wood and pieces A and C # in. The three are l
glued together as shown in the diagrams, piece A being |
rounded at the edges. Finish off by giving two coats of clear |
varnish.

The Decorette transfer (No. 136) may be obtained from —_-—— -
Hobbies Lid., Dercham, Norfolk or from any branch or ll
stockist, price 2s. 6d. per sheet, postage 4d. M.p.) R 1
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JUST LIKE
THE REAL THING!

The famous BR 6100 class Prairie Tank.
This superbly detailed OO/HO gauge
working model, which can be
motorised, is made from a 59-part

kit costing 4/6d. It's one of many
exciting kits by Airfix. There are over
200 of them covering 13 different
series. And at 2/- to 17/6d. you

can well afford to make a// your

models just like the real thing.

BOEING 727

New! Exciting
1/144 scale model
of this famous jet
in use by airlines
throughout  the
world,  Cruising
speed 605 m.p.h.
Range 2,150 miles.
Perfectly reprod-
uced in this 62-part

CONSTRUCTION KITS P -
JUSTlIKE The real TAING ! | soewoury e pusii e s

truck first used by the 8th Army. 34-part kit only 2/-.
From model and hobby shops, toy shops and F. W. Woolworth Airfix Magazine 1 /6d Monthly, and Airfix Catalogue 9d.

AIRFIX s
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