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You covld 5@% on the Infernet without COMPUSGWC.

But then you couldnt gfr off on owr 2,000 other Services,

CompuServe

Giet online FREE, call 0200 289378

With every-other cover disk offering a sliproad to the Superhighway, getting on the
Internet is easy. ft's choosing who you get on with that's the problem. That's why
CompuServe's on hand if you want to get online.

CompuServe delivers Internet access to USENET newsgroups, FTP file transfer and
e-mail, as well as a commitment to new products as the Net grows. What's more,
everything is accessed from CompuServe's easy-to-use Windows-based interface —
specially designed to avoid the most common netiquette faux-pas. You also get
thousands of CompuServe services ranging from personal finance to ""PA" News,
Reuters to AA RoadWatch, the UK What's On Guide, technical support, reference
and arts. And it costs from as little as £6 a month.

For your free CompuServe software (Windows, DOS or Mac), free first month's
membership and £/0 usage credit, call 9am 9pm weekdays, 10am S5pm
Saturdays. Or write to: CompuServe UK, | Redcliff Street, PO Box 676
Bristol BS99 1 YN.
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Oh baby, baby W a Wi hed Warld .,
well, almost like the song but theasit’s hardly surprising
Haf Cat Bteven's didn’t know dbout the Internet!

Internet and Comms Today does though, so it's time to ftake a
look at this Wired Werld — what it is, how people are using it for
work) how activists are connecting vp Africa and whars available

for the community-minded Net enthusidist.

Internet and Comms Today — the UK‘s Best-Selling Internot Magozxine

Now you know whyt
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After thirty years of
the ‘Global Village’,
the real
communications
revolution is just about
to happen. We look at
global Web pages, how
one Internet provider
is helping Africa get
online and see how
the scene in Guernsey
works.
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{ % ‘ An expanded and comprehensive news service is now all yours!
* Yy “X A ¢4 - Stateside 13

Joel Furr ruminates about life over in the States.

=» Miller Light 15
Jonathan unleashes his eagle eye mercilessly. Or something.

-» Monitor 18
Jack Schofield knows a few places you should check out...

- What’s Hot 20
The What's Hot section gets a promotion to Bulletin!
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IEV:irtual MeetMarket

to catch up on the responses... -Virtual Work

Sorry! I've been out of town for 3 weeks! I'm going to try

Featured m the il St dcanne b

talk ©. This unique meeting service mplements the hypermodia advantages that the World Wide
DProple am going 10 be doing on &

“Thers i no cost © publish & personal of YOUr OVN On the Virtual Mee®Market, and you get o use
full page of hyperext and @ fev mimed GIFs © frclude tn your personel. Your sponymity
Ppreserved I your personal, While YOUT TespOnses are forvarded © you! There 19 nothing © bose |

Thit 15 the piace 1 find that special someone, & ne'v best friend on te Inemet, or fust sameone ©
Web has © offer. The only ay 10 connect here i8 by using @ WWW browser, which more and more
daily bests

=» Do your Homework! 30
® Teleworking is coming... Is it going to be as good
as people say? Nick Merritt investigates what it will

mean for us all and speaks to experts in the field.

=» The Lurve Machine 46

® The cables comprising the Internet are starting to
heat up, as lonely hearts all over the world start
chatting each other up. Well, it is Valentine’s Day
soon, after all. Sara Edlington check it out.

Read 13 for recant nows ebout YMM. Using the VMM is PRERY

Ao, o el e dabase {10V, pleast ess the URL of i eivs uusd, s 10 an avble
“coof places* bist €

[E View on line personals
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- Wired for Sound 50

® Charles Salem goes in search of the bands

broadcasting over the Net and asks them just what

the point is when we've all got perfectly
serviceable tape recorders...

The Capt. James T. Kirk Sing-a-long Page

This masie was Girst introdarsd t0 me by Rich Frasin

Letle known to the crvihred world, the great Wilbam Shamer (urk on the ongnal Star Trek TV
serz) recorded & masterpicce of an alowan -~ The Trangformed Man - back in 1968 la .
Shamer proves that his talenis go far beyond those of &im. and mto the world of eusic. [ have
rrodied s wsionary work ame and ome agam and niever fal to find somethng new each tme
lstzn The real treasures of thes albuen are (1) Mr Tambourine Man, (2) Lucy in the Sky Wah
Diamonds, and (3) Theme for Cyrano,

But don't take my word for t bsten to the gemus of Kark for yourself .

The last half of 'Ms. Tambounoe Man' (711 KB)
Let's sten to the fnale of Mr, Tambounne Man' agan! (43 KB)
A sopnt fom ‘Lucy © the Sky with Dummonds' (388 KB)

“No, I thank you And age. I thark youl* from “Theme for Cyranc® (63 KB)

Online

-> UK BBS Lists
- 1&CT online
- Surf’s Up!

-» The Directory

177" e from Hamier (204 KB)
© . waking o despas” from ‘Spleen (177 KB)

&% | portraymg Kmg Henry V mspong the Enghsh troops (281 KB)
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=» New Riders’ Internet
Directory

=» Easy Internet

=» Complete ldiot’s Guide
=» net.talk

=» Instant Internet Access

NN

-» Mirrorshades 27
=» Free stuff on the Internet 27
- Nicola
=» Apollo
=» Eudora 2.1 for the Mac

reuulars

Product Report
It’s BBS-based Internet service providers who
get the once-over this month as John Kennedy
goes further behind the scenes of getting online.

-» Subscriptions 76
® It's a really great deal is the CompuServe thing,
no really. So pick yp that cheque book and
SUBSCRIBE!

Mail Box 90

The praise for 1&CT grows. Which is nice,
although it makes for pretty dull letters pages.
Help us out and write in!

=> Get Connected 92

® No matter what home computer you own, we
can help you get online. Turn to these pages and
find out how it's done.

- Network Jobs 94

® We're the ONLY comms magazine with a
regular jobs section. So if you’re in the market,
this is the place to turn to. Kind of obvious when
you think about it, really.

The Electric Zoo 98

® The Zookeeper gets serious this month. We
wonder what’s happened? Cynic overload,
perhaps?

[uforials and helu

Bringing Fido to Heel
Not so much ‘brought to heel’ as ‘put down for
good’ - it’s the last in our series of tutorials for the
time being. But there will be more soon...

Setting up your own BBS 83
It's the first part of a spanking new series on how
to set up your own Bulletin Board and join the
online world in an alternative manner. Colin
Turner takes the helm.

Using Email 86
More on the strange world of email this month.
Amazing how much there is to the subject when
you think about it... (Eh? - Ed.)

Tech Help 88

Darren Irvine, our man with the smoking gun,
blows away all your evil technical problems.
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john.Kennedy, our Consultant Editor, is,a fanatical PC and
Anfiga guy who has writtéh for a staggeringJarray of
computer magazines.

Darrer? Irvine, creator of our Directory pages, is an Internet
and comms guru of sheer network constfftant ability. Whic
is handy in his day job as a network consultant, really.

Joel Eurr is a hugely experienced Infonaut over the Pond
and willnow be writing Tor us on a manthly basis with
news of whatever the Americans are ip to-at the moment.

ColinTurner is a BBS Sysop and all round FidoNet expert.
He is currently studying for a doctorate in Mathematics so
we wish him luck.

Jonath#n Miller is Editorial Director of Delphi and a
columpist for the Sunday Times. He's also a columnist for

Jack Schofield, author of our Monitor pages, is Computer
Editor of the Guardian. Anything he doesn’t know is,
frankly, not worth knowing (hopefully).

- __r — 3 - &

Geoff Spick is the it addition to.the I&CT team. He's. 4

BBS junkie and spendsall day hooked into the Net. Whic

is lueky because that'sawhat he gets pafd-for.

=
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was recently accused of writing more of
a travelogue than a piece about the
Internet in Issue Three, but then, you
can't satisfy everybody.

However, | think it's important to try
to fit the Internet into some kind of ‘real
world’, and in the real world, there are
lots of people making assumptions about
the Net and its future development, who
need to be challenged.

Here’s such an assumption: the future of the Net
is as a commercial system, serving the needs of
businesses and entrepreneurs.

Cue the usual cries of foul from the Old Net
community, whose argument, so far as it goes, runs
along the lines of, “We were here first, it's our toy
and we don’t want to let you play with it.”

Unfortunately, this attitude obscures the more
important argument regarding the
commercialisation of the Net — increased access.
This argument runs along the lines of: what kind of
global village are we creating? Or, who is going to
benefit from the Net and why?

At the moment, the vast majority of the Net
community is male, aged around thirty, white and
middle class. For all the hyperbole about the
Internet heralding some kind of new dawn in
electronic democracy, all we are recreating is
essentially a very old kind of democracy — more of
a kind of democracy that the ancient Greeks would
recognise.

This was a democracy where the already
economically powerful were the only classes with
representation, where slaves in the silver mines (the
poorest and lowest status group in society) and
women, were excluded. Sound familiar?

And rather than adopting the rather smug attitude
many of us Infonauts do when we think of the
power of the Net and the ‘35 million like-minded’
worldwide, perhaps we should be thinking more
seriously about methods of widening access.

Nobody can deny that the problems associated
with poverty are getting worse. What's even more
curious is the thinking (in the name of
‘incentivising’ people) that regressing our poor even
further back to Victorian levels of poverty is
somehow going to make them richer.

Surely, this forgets the method by which poor
communities actually do become richer — by
acquiring skills, raising their value in the job
market. And the only trusted method of raising a
worker’s value is by educating him.

All the Tiger economies of South East Asia realise
this (as | know, having lived in that part of the
world for a couple of years), and it's why the first
thing these countries do when they bank a bit of
cash, is throw as much as they can afford into their
education systems.

At the moment, the rush to commercialise the
Net is overshadowing its main function — as an
academic system — i.e. a method of the dissemin-
ation of educational material across the globe.

On one side, we have a Net top-heavy with
middle class University-types, on the other, we

Jatapovert
- a social il

have a group of people who need cheap and easy
access to educational material. What is needed is a
method of bringing them together.

Some people might claim that the best way of
ensuring this happens is to commercialise the Net
anyway. Like the telephone, the Net will end up
connected to people’s homes.

There’s one possible objection to this argument —
that the Net is not like the telephone at all. The
motivation to get everybody connected to the
telephone system was that the more people who
were connected up, the more attractive a
communication system it would become.

However, this is not the main motivating force
behind the expansion of the Internet, and is unlikely
to be the main drive behind any future mass-
audience online system.

At the moment, the main reason for the Net's
expansion is the information available on the Net
which can be accessed — for free.

Whether there are two or two million people on
the Net doesn’t matter from this point of view,
although the more people there are, the more
information sources are likely to spring up to
service these extra people.

In the case of people currently excluded from the
Net, some kind of public access is going to be
required. It's an old idea — public access systems
have a long and successful history, from the library
service, to public telephones. The entire education
system, is, in a way, public access too. Putting
terminals into all the libraries in the country would
be a good start.

As important as public access, is connecting
schools and colleges into the Net. Something
similar in scope to Kenneth Baker’s original 1981
aim of putting a computer into every school in the
country is needed. University students on certain
computer-related courses already have JANET
access — every student should have Internet access
and should be taught what's available out there.

It's why a Government lead on this is so
important for the next step in the Net’s development
— afibre optic grid. Once the system is in place
there will be a vast new market for new media
information, a workforce used to handling it, and
big employment opportunities for the country
which makes such a system its own.

The jobs and wealth of the future is going to
come from knowledge-based industries like
computing and online media. Why not begin to use
what we’ve got in those fields already to educate
people, giving us a
poor the chance of a ‘ |
future? o ’

Or are we, as so _‘
underclass as a ‘price
worth paying’ for a
lack of imagination?

head-start and giving
-
— [L
often in our past, going
= Nick Merritt

some of our de-skilled {3
to regard a large mar
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Totally Unique

enet, the UK division of Danish Lasat, the modem manufacturer,
has launched the Unique 288, a V.FC version of its compact
desktop modem series.

Retailing for £349, the modem is similar to the other two modems in
the Lasat Unique series, and is styled by Jacob Jensen, the designer of
the well-known Bang & Olufsen hi-fi systems, and so bears a strong
resemblance to the 'B&O style’.

As with the other Lasat Unique modems, the Unique 288 features
V.42bis data compression and error correction, as well as MNP
(Microcom Network Protocol) Class 5 data compression and error
correction facilities.

The modem has the same footprint as a 3.5-inch floppy disk, and sits
0.88-inches high on the desktop. Zane Ryan, Lasat’s Managing Director,
told us that the new modem has several features not found on the other
Unique units, such as advanced dial-back security and non-volatile
memory for storage of up to 20 dial-back passwords.

The modem also waits two minutes before calling back, which Ryan
claims is a feature designed to foil hackers. Dial-back security involves
a caller dialling the modem, entering a password when prompted and,
depending on which password is entered, the modem clears the call
and dials the caller back on their designated telephone number. Using
this approach prevents most hacking attempts. Other features of the new
modem include remote configuration, a facility rarely seen on consumer
modems, plus the ability to work in synchronous mode, even over
asynchronous modem connections, for use when accessing mainframes
and AS/400 series computers.

Renet has also increased its warranty on the Lasat modem range to 10
years, which Ryan claims is unrivalled in the European telecoms
industry. As supplied, the modem comes with all necessary cabling and
a copy of Trio Datafax Lite for Windows, a PC data/fax comms package.
Ryan told us that the Unique 288 is the new flagship of the Lasat range,
offering state-of-the-art communications within a very small casing.

“With a £349 price tag, together with a wealth of features and
support, Lasat has ensured that its modem is highly competitive,” he
said, adding that, in common with the other Unique modems, the 288
“follows the
green trend”
with low power
consumption
and has an
automatic sleep
power mode
when not in
constant use.

Contact: Renet
on (0181) 741
8011.

- The Lasat
Unique 28.8 is
out at last. It's
a strange
looking bird,
this one...
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Fi Fie FoE

Friends of the Earth has

just launched a new public

The Centre for Alternative Technology
Machynlleth, Powys, Wales, SY20 9AZ, UK.

access environmental
information service on the
global Intemet.

The service — dubbed
‘FoEnet’ — is the first online

system of any environmental

pressure group in the world to

- Green is Good so it’'s said. And the FoE are
the people who say it.

make extensive use of colour
multimedia pictures, ‘enviro-
maps' and text. Access to FoEnet is available through the Internet World Wide Web, and is open to
anyone with @ connection to the intemet.

The FoEnet service aims to provide electronic versions of many of FoE's popular publications, as
well as details of environmental campaigns across England, Wales and Northem Ireland.

Environmental information available online right now includes: the Green Guide to Christrmas, High
Street Banks and Rainforest Destruction, Fighting Motorway Madness, environmental information
projects and maps, information for schools, FoE press releases, FoE's trading catalogue, membership
details, FoE Intemational, how to find your nearest FoE local group using your postcode, and advice
on how the public can take practical environmental action. FoEnet also provides links to other useful
environmental services around the globe.

Phone (0171) 566 1632 or try the WWW page: http://www.foe.co.uk/CAT

Renet go ISDN

Renet, the UK offshoot of Danish modem manufacturer Lasat, has revealed
plans to launch into the ISDN (integrated services digital network)
marketplace later this month, with the Unique 640i ISDN terminal adapter.

Like the Unique range of modems, the 640i is designed by Jacob Jensen,
the designers behind the Bang & Olufsen range of hi-fi, and is highly
compact.

The 640i will act as a drop-in replacement for a Hayes-compatible modem,
meaning that users can move data at speeds of up to 64,000 bits-per-second
{bps) across an ISDN channel.

Renet say, “In addition, the 640i offers enhanced speeds in the
transmission of data and sub-second connection rates to save the user time
and money when compared to using even the fastest speed modems.”

The unit is capable of supporting a single 64,000 bps date channel across
an ISDN link, stepping down
to 38,400 bps in V.110/300
mode. Transmission
protocols/standards
supported by the  unit
include X.25 - DTE, X.755LP,
and transparent HDLC (High
Data Link Control) at speeds
of 1,200 to 115,200 bps.

The adapter is also one of
the first in the UK to support
the Caller Line Identification
Presentation (CLIP) system
introduced by British
Telecom in November of
last year.

Contact Renet on (0181)
741 8011.

' The Renet Unique - heck, this looks just
like the picture opposite it.




What ever happened to?...
Robby the Robot

ay back in the days of the 1950s, when men were real men, when women were real

women, and mad scientists all had names like Dr Morbius, science fiction films were all
about schlock monsters invading wobbly B-movie sets, and setting off waves of hysterical
American paranoia.

Of course, sci-fi has always been more about its present than about the future, so for the most
part these movies provided interesting insights into the mind of a country which was the most
powerful nation ever in history but which still had the insecurity to worry about reds under the bed
— whether the reds were commie red or in fact, alien green.

One movie which stands out from the rest is the classic Forbidden Planet, where Leslie Nielsen
got to dress up in stretch fabric and act as though there was still the chance of an Academy Award
at the end of the year. Based on The Tempest, FP had drama, special effects, a gorgeous token
female and a monster that was actually pretty scary.

In addition to all this, FP had Robby the Robot, thus proving that even above-average sci-fi fare
can’t shake off the fixation with a bloke dressed up as a telephone exchange.

Robby, the culmination of hundreds of years of advanced computer engineering, lumbered
around like a pick-up truck with square wheels, clicking and whirring as if there was a girl in
National Health glasses and a blue tartan pleated skirt sitting at a desk behind him plugging phone
cables into his back. The robot from
Metropolis, a film made nearly forty years
previously, looked more sophisticated.

But Robbiy is one of the few robot stars
to have endured — who can remember
Huey, Duey and Louie from Silent
Running? (For that matter, who can
remember Silent Running?)

His place in sci-fi immortality was
assured when, still clicking and whirring,
he was resurrected for one last film
appearance, a cameo in Gremlins, at,
appropriately enough, a convention for
mad inventors.

They don’t make ‘em like that any more.

- A part of

CompuServe [~ ==

CompuServe

To Halve |
Online Rates | g ;4 4 g |~
&CT has learned that CompuServe is due to Computers

shuffle its online rates on February 5.
At the time of going to press, CompuServe is not

!; V
commenting on reports that its online rates are Professional Games mm
changing. Dave Gilroy, CompuServe’s UK

Customer Service Manager, had a firm “no ‘M E &

comment,” when we contacted him. Shopping  Travel Momber Support Reference

According to our sources, CompuServe
subscribers on the online service’s standard plan, which currently involves paying a fixed charge of
$8.95 a month, in return for free off-peak access to CompuServe’s basic services through its non-
surcharged points of access, will see their online hourly charges during peak times standardized at
$4.80 per hour for all access speeds to 14,400 bits- per-second (bps).

This compares with a current $4.80 per hour charge for speeds to 2,400 bps, and $9.60 for access
speeds to 14,400 bps. Subscribers on the ‘alternative plan’ which is effectively a ‘pay as you go’
service, will continue to pay $6.30 an hour for 300 bps, $12.80 an hour for 1,200 and 2,400 bps, and
$22.80 per hour for 9,600 and 14,400 bps access speeds.

Subscribers to CompuServe in Europe will also see their peak time access fees drop, as the $7.70 per
hour surcharge for CompuServe’s main network dial-up points across Europe will be abolished on
February 5.

CompusServe is hiking its standard rate monthly ‘cover charge’ from $8.95 to $9.95, in return for the
price shuffles, as well as boosting the inclusive number of mail items in the monthly fee by 50 percent.
At the same time, ‘basic rate’ CompuServe services, which are accessible free of charge during off-
peak times through non-surcharged CompuServe points of access, are being increased by more than 25
percent. I&CT understands that several non-basic rate services are being folded into the basic rate

stable to increase the number of services and areas to achieve this.

These moves are being seen by many within the industry as a pre-emptive move against Microsoft’s
Marvel system.

Worlid
Vision

I&C's All-Seeing Eye
plugs into the world's

Nets to discover what's
going on outside of the
UK...

—_————————————————=
Ziff Sells Out

- CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A. - Ziff's
Interchange Network has been purchased by AT&T. Terms of
the agreement were not released, although analysts have
speculated on the value of the online service, which is still in
the beta testing stage.

The public debut of the service has been predicted for
some time in 1995 with the Washington Post, the
Minneapolis-based Slar Tribune and Cowles Business Media
as inaugural participants. The companies stated that Ziff-
Davis Online Services would continue to develop
Interchange Computing to be “an integral part of Interchange
Online Network”.

Originally planned as an online service featuring
“¢omplete online sites for publishers” across a wide range of
media, the new service may be reshaped by AT&T to offer a
wider base of products and services of software and
information companies.

AT&T confirmed Interchange Network will continue to be
based in Cambridge, Massachusetts. No mention of
executive or other personnel changes were made. Currently,
Michael E. Kolowich is president of Interchange Online
Network.

The telecommunications giant, AT&T, says the purchase
“advances ils overall strategy of providing open network
services and products to its customers.” According to the
company, the new business model for publishers created by
Interchange “allows valuable information to be distributed
and accessed in an innovative way which its customers
should find of great value.”

Video kills the telephone

star

= WASHINGTON, D.C., U.S.A.— Sprint says the FCC
(Federal Communications Commission) has approved its
application to test an inleractive video dial-tone service in
Wake Forresi, an affluent suburb Northeast of Raleigh, North
Carolina. The trial will begin about midway through the year
in approximately 1,000 homes.

Sprint said the pilot project will use a hybrid fibre/coaxial
network owned by Sprint’s local operating company,
Sprint/Carolina Telephone. It will bring a choice of various
interactive products and services, though a Sprint
spokesperson told us that no firm decisions have been made
yet.

“You'll see the first product announcements during the
first quarter of this year,” said Steve Carter, Director of
Product Development and Management for Sprint’s local
service division.

Sprint currently provides a local phone service in 19 US
states, in compelition with the traditional RBOCs (regional
Bell operating companies). Most of the RBOCs plan to
expand their services beyond lraditional local phone
services, while most of the US long distance companies want
1o move into local phone and cable service markets.

The diversification cuts bolh ways. Cable operators are
scrambling for ways to capitalise on their broadband
capacities in local and long distance telephone markets.
Three large cable operators — Telecommunications Inc.,
Comcast Corporation and Cox Cable - have announced an
alliance with Sprint to provide local, long distance and

march 1995  infernet and comms today




- BeyondMail 2.0 — a must for all telecommuters everywhere.

Back to Beyond

B anyan Systems has announced a mobile version of BeyondMail 2.0, billed as
enhancing the productivity of mobile users by “allowing them to use the
package’s workflow and rules-based messaging capabilities when logged out of
the office network.”

The mobile package can be installed on a portable PC and operates using a
new mailbox that works in parallel with a user’s existing mailbox, linking to the
parent local area network (LAN) using a modem.

According to Alan Scutt, Banyan’s UK country manager, using the company’s PC Dial In package,
remote workers can use BeyondMail’s RuleServer to sort messages and selectively download only high
priority messages. This allows them to “concentrate on critical work and make the best use of their
time”, then check on less critical work when they return to the base.

Scutt explained that a critical element of Banyan’s strategy “is to deliver the full benefits of our
enterprise messaging solutions to the extended enterprise network. By this, we mean the growing
universe of remote or mobile workers and telecommuters who require easy and efficient access to
resources, information and people in their organization. BeyondMail Remote extends the wide range of
capabilities of BeyondMail 2.0 - including workflow, database access and collaboration - to users,
regardless of their location,” he said.

BeyondMail 2.0 Remote is available immediately in the UK at £156 for the DOS/Windows edition.
The MHS (Message Handling Service) version is also available at £156, and has been reduced from
£236.

Contact: Banyan Systems UK (01293) 612284

Super Sonix

Sonix has announced a free software upgrade for its V.34 Volante modem, which already operates at 98,800 bits-per-

second (bps), that allows the modems to be used at speeds of up to 33,600 bps.

According to Sonix, when the Intemational Telecoms Union (ITU) was working towards what we now know as the V.34
standard, several line speed specifications were considered. The early V.34 proposal was for 24,000 bps, and it was only in the
later stages of the standard’s proposals that the 28,800 bps speed was discussed.

According to Bob Jones, Sonix’ Managing Director, the [TU is now considering whether to specify the additional rates of
31,200 bps and 33,600 bps as an option within the V.34 specification. This is a separate development from the current
proposals for a V.34bis standard.

“Things are moving so fast that users need to take a somewnhat different view of modem transmission these days,” Jones
explained, adding that the 33,600 bps upgrade for the Volante is relatively easy to implement owing to its flash EPROM
(erasable programmable read-onty memory) system.

“Upgrading the Volante to 33,600 bps reduces call charges by allowing extremely high transmission over good lines. But it
would be foolish to suggest that the 33,600 bps transmission will be reliable under ail circumstances — the important thing is to
squeeze the absolute maximum out of the available channel,” he said.

If the Volante cannot handle a 33,600 bps data connection, the modem will step down through 2,400 bps decrements untit
8 good connection is established. The V.34 specification means that the connection is probed every few seconds to check for
better line quality. If better line quality is found, the modems move up to the higher speeds, until 33,600 bps transmissions are
enabled.

Contact: Sonix (01285) 641651
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cellular phone services plus cable TV, in a one-does-all
syslem.

Sprint sources said the firm is considering a variety of
services for its Wake Forrest pilot project. Possibilities include
movies-on-demand, interactive games, home shopping,
work-at-home applications like broadband access to
corporate LANS (local area networks) and access to health
services providers.

According to Carter, Sprint will provide the network for
the Wake Forrest pilot, but ultimately the company wants to
position itself as a provider to outside cable operators.

"We would like local cable operators to buy video dial-
tone services from us,” Carter told us. “If we can provide an
economical, technologically attractive facility, that will put us
in a good competitive position.

He added: “This is our system trial, both a marketing and
a technical trial. The outcome will determine where and how
we will handle these services in other places.”

Nintendo Plumbs In
=» TOKYO, JAPAN - Nintendo and Cent Giga will provide a
satellite data broadcast service on April 1, 1995.

Users will need Nintendo’s Family Computer, a
broadcasting satellite tuner, and a Satellaview adapter (to be
put on sale for 14,000 yen ($140) on February 1) to receive a
Cent Giga Super Family Computer Broadcast service, which
will enable the game machine maker to enter the multimedia
market.

The service, which will be available between 4.00 pm
and 7.00 pm, free of charge, will feature four programs
including an electronic magazine program which will
provide information on games. Nintendo also plans to enable
simultaneous, nationwide, multi-player games.

Getting In The Habit

=» TOKYQ, JAPAN - Fujitsu will start a new PC
communications service in both Japan and the US this year
based on Habitat, a game in which multiple participants can
explore a virtual city while interacting with each other.

The new service, targeted primarily at young users, will
start with separate networks in Japan and the US, but Fujitsu
hopes eventually to make international interactive
participation possible, and will strive to develop the system
as a mainstay product in its multimedia offerings, the
company says.

The Habitat service started in Japan in February, 1990,
and currently has more than 10,000 subscribers.

Sysop Not Guilty

-» BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, USA - The case against a
Massachuselts college student who was charged with
criminal copyright infringement has been dropped. David
LaMacchia, student and bulletin board system (BBS) operator
(Sysop) was charged with allegedly allowing copyrighted
commercial software programs to be downloaded from his
BBS.

In his ruling, US District Judge Richard G. Stearns found
that since LaMacchia was not receiving any compensation
from his BBS users he.could not be prosecuted for criminal
copyright infringement under the current federal wire fraud
statute.

Judge Stearns made it clear that allowing the case against
LaMacchia to go forward could potentially result in criminal
prosecutions against home users for copying a single
copyrighted program for their own personal use.

LaMacchia is a senior at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology majoring in Engineering and Computer Science.
On April 7, 1994, the college senior, who lives in Rockville,
Maryland, was indicted on one count of conspiring to
commit wire fraud. The case was highly publicised by the US
Attorney and the Software Publishers Association. At the
time, prosecutors were quoted as saying it was the largest
Qomputer piracy case in US history.

According to the charges in the indictment, LaMacchia
used the computer aliases ‘Jobn Gaunt’ and ‘Grimjack’ to
operate the BBS from November, 1993 until January, 1994.
The BBS was allegedly used by as many as 180 people for
the illegal distribution of copyrighted software.

While Judge Stearns found LaMacchia’s actions were not
illegal, he said LaMacchia acted “reprehensibly” if the
allegations were true- In his decision, the judge wrote: “If the
indictment is to be Believed, one might at best describe his
actions as heedlessly irresponsible, and at worst as nihilistic,
self-indulgent and lacking in any fundamental sense of
values.”

Prosecutors filed wire fraud charges instead of copyright
infringement charges because LaMacchia did not make any
money from the BBS. Apparently, contrary to what
prosecutors argued, the present wire iraud statute does not
sufficiently address software piracy.
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Mail Bonding

CQC Systems, a local area network (LAN) electronic-mail specialist, has unveiled MS-Mail
Redirector, a mail redirection package that runs under Windows.

Dave Hunt, C2C's Marketing Director, claims that a key factor with the package is that the originator
of the mail redirection request does not need to be on the same MS-Mail network or even a user of

Uy

MS-Mail. In action, the package monitors all mail-boxes assigned for redirection, and when
encountering new communications, it implements the user’s instructions “exactly”.

Users can choose whether to have an auto-respond message sent back to the originator, advising
them of the original recipient’s abosence. Intelligent mail routing and holding functions are included
as standard, and mail can be redirected between Post Offices or via a choice of gateways, such as
X.400 links, or Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP).

Pricing on the package has been set at £575 for a Post Office of up to 100 users and £895 for a
Post Office of up to 500 users.

Contact: C2C Systems (01734) 464411

CompuServe in ‘GIF tax’ storm

Online giant, CompuServe, has sparked controversy on the Internet by offering a $1-
plus-royalties licence for developers to use its previously free GIF (Graphics
Interchange Format) image file format. CompuServe terms the fee an “offer” and a
“benefit to the online community”, but sceptics have quickly dubbed it a “GIF tax.”

The new fee system is based on a licensing agreement reached between CompuServe
and Unisys Corp. (NYSE:UIS) in June, 1994, for use of LZW (Lempel-Zev-Welch)
compression in its GIF format. Unisys has claimed a patent on LZW technology.

Under the CompuServe agreement, developers who wish to operate under the online
firm’s LZW licence agreement with Unisys pay a one-time fee of $1 plus a royalty of
1.5 percent or 15 cents per registered program, whichever is greater. Downloaded
programs that do not get registered are not subject to the fee, nor are end-users.

CompuServe spokesman, Pierce Reid, said, “We're not making any money on this.
We paid a substantial fee to Unisys for the licence, and we offered to share the licence for the benefit of the
development community as well as for ourselves and our subscribers.”

Reid said the licence was based on the fact that CompuServe had found merit in a Unisys patent claim.

CompuServe had used the patented LZW technology in = S

its 1987 development of the GIF format, believing the
Konected |

technology to be in the public domain.

“*The r ber of UK-b d Internet service providers continues to
grow with the news that a new pany Netk: t, allied to the
US phone giant Sprint, is beginning operations over here shortly.

Netkonect are claiming that their service is going to be one of
the most advanced around and are pitching their prices directly
at the likes of Demon, with a £10 option. However, there’s an
initial offer of 30 days free access and no sign-up fee.

There are also ISDN and the usual leased line deals up for
grabs too.

Netkonect are promising that as a result of Sprint’s access to
BT lines, there should not be any problems with getting access
to the Internet: “Many users are finding that they often have
trouble getting onto the Internet through their service provider because the lines are engaged.
We should never have that problem.”

Contact Netkonect on (0171) 345 7777 or email info@netkonect.co.uk

MBAs Go Online

* The Southampton Institute has just begun offering an MBA (Masters in Business
Administration) course which can be ‘taken’ over the Internet. According to spokeswoman
Brigett Vane, the Institute allows either a part-time or full-time course to be taken by students
who can be located anywhere in the world, provided they have access to the Internet.

“There will be local examinations at the end of the course, which will be at centres around the
world,” she explained to 1&CT, adding that charges will be in pounds sterling, although rates will
be dependent upon market forces. “That means that a student in say, the US, would pay
standard rates for the course, but someone in Bangladesh would pay a (reduced) rate
appropriate to their local situation.”

Course work, ‘lecture notes’ and research material will be sent out across the Internet, and
papers and write-ups will be sent by the student, back to the course tutors in Southampton.
“Obviously, the students will be offered the opportunity to come to the UK if that is what they
want, but they can stay in their own country for all of the course, attending their regional centre
to take examinations when required” Vane said.

The Southampton Institute is being linked up to the Internet for the introduction of the MBA
course. Telnet into the University’s computer system for further information by routing to
cecomm.co.uk (Telnet ID 193.119.98.0.). Internet email inquiries should be addressed to
mba@solent.ac.uk.
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TCI Buys 20% Stake In

Marvel

= REDMOND, WASHINGTON, USA - Tele-
Communications Inc. (TCl) has bought a 20 percent stake in
Microsofi’s yet-to-launch online service, Microsoft Network.

The deal is estimated (0 be worth $125 million, and has
already been completed. The two companies declined to say
how they had settled on the value of the online service.

Microsoft said the partnership provides the Microsoft
Network with the technical support needed to develop
services that can run over cable TV, which offers better sound
and video quality than phone wire. Microsoft Network is
expected to launch as a subscription sen’7e accessed via a
modem-equipped personal computer via elephone lines.
tlowever, Russ Siegelman, General Manager of Microsoft’s
online services program, said Network could have a cable
access option as early as 1996.

The online service is scheduled to become available when
Windows 95, the next version of Microsoft’s Windows
operating environmenlt, is in the hands of users. So far, the
shipmen! of Windows 95 has been delayed at leas! twice. It is
now scheduled to ship “by August 1995”, according to
Microsoft.

TCl said it considered investing in olher online services but
chose Microsoit’s offering “because we thought they had the
best business plan and would be the best partner for us,”
according to Bruce Ravenel, Senior VP of Technology at TCI.
Ravenel said TCI would be a silent minority partner with a
long-range view, rather than a company looking for quick
returns. The two companies said no public ofiering is
planned.

Microsoft holds the remaining 80 percent of Microsoft
Online Services Partnership. The company said it is not
actively seeking other outside participation, but would
consider offers. “If the right deal or the right partner came
along we’d be open to that,” said Siegelman.

TCI said it has nearly 11 million subscribers to its basic
cable TV service in 48 states and will offer Microsoft Network
to those homes when the service becomes available. It also
owns interests in other cable networks that include Cable
News Network and Home Shopping Network.

This is not the first venture involving Microsoft and TCI.
The two companies announced earlier they will faunch a
computer television channel next year and are also working
on a test of an interactive television system.

FMV takes to the air

= ATLANTA, GEORGIA, USA — "Please return your video
screens and your seatback tray to the upright andt locked
position” may soon replace the customary request by flight
attendants for the stowing of seatback trays on commercial
airliners, The Network Connection (TNC) has released
Airview, its in-flight digital video server that delivers fuil
motion video including movies and compuler video games to
screens mounted in commercial airliner seatbacks. The user
gels to select the movie they wish to view and when they
want it to start.

Airview uses a 13-inch flat screen that tilts and swivels and
is mounted just above the seatback tray. The screen can be
divided into two or more windows, allowing airline travellers
to watch a movie and play computer video games
simultaneously. The company said passengers would be able
to access step-by-step full motion video as they work, study
or interact with the video-on-demand entertainment system. If
they decide to watch a movie they can choose from 25
different recently released titles.

The system also offers the airlines another source of
revenue. With such a captive audience, airlines have the
opportunity to sell in-flight advertising through the new
service.

The company says their system has other applications,
including LAN (local area network)-based video training, LAN
on-demand training library, conlent archive compression,
VOD (video-on-demand) training information kiosks, retail
VOD sales kiosks, LAN-based training over a wide area
network (WAN), real-time VOD LANS, real-time computer
games, video email, video help at the desktop, medical
information kiosks, and training-on-demand at the desktop.

TNC also markets TNC Newsview for the news broadcast
industry, Gameview for the computer game industry,
Sportsview for the sports industry, Medview for the medical
industry, Airtran for the airline training industry, and
Cineview for cinema chains.

Online publishing shakes up

science

=» SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, USA - Scientists want to know
the results of the latest research as soon as possible, so it
shouldn’t be surprising that research joumals are going




e =]
Joel Furr may not be a mad

bhomber but he is mad ahout

media misinformation...
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f there’s one thing that really peeves
me, it's the way that the Internet is
covered in the general news media. Or
rather, the way-it’s not covered. Stories
about something called ‘the Internet’
(or, more frequently, ‘the Information
Superhighway’ or ‘cyberspace’) appear
in the newsmedia, but the Internet they
refer to seems to be something
substantially different from the one | know.

Let me give you an example. When the USA's
pet Mad Bomber, the UNABOM bomber, killed a
man in New Jersey with a letter-bomb, people
were understandably somewhat upset. Stories
showed up everywhere about this guy, how he'd
been bombing people once or twice a year since
1978, and how the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was trying to track him down with
very little luck. But after a day or so, the articles
suddenly started appearing with headlines like
“FBI to search for UNABOM via cyberspace!”
and “FBI asks Internet users for help catching
UNABOM.” Supposedly, so these stories claimed,
the FBI had posted notices all over the Internet’s
Usenet discussion groups asking Net users for any
tips they might have that would help in catching
the UNABOM Kkiller.

Since I'm pretty well everywhere on Usenet
(unfortunately), and am even on the
news.announce.important review panel (which
occasionally is asked to vote thumbs up or down
on whether a particular notice should be posted),
| was bemused — | wasn’t seeing ANY of these
requests for help from the FBI. If the FBI was out
there, they weren’t asking for help anywhere |
had a presence, and they certainly hadn’t sent
their notice to the newsgroup which exists
specifically for notices of earthshaking
importance, news.announce.important. | asked
around. No one had seen these notices. No onel

Nevertheless, a local TV station had a feature
on the evening news showing one of their
reporters, breathless with excitement, standing in
front of a computer, babbling about the big
search and, predictably, making reference to “the
dragnet in cyberspace.” And the local radio
station devoted five minutes of talk one morning
to the implications of the FBI searching
‘cyberspace’ for the bomber. And the local

-“c er... well, you get the point. Everyone

reported most of the facts known about
UNABOM, but this Web page had not been
updated for a year at the time the stories began to
appear.

When | finally tracked down the FBI agent
responsible for the Web page, we came to the
conclusion that the stories were based on one
agent’s remark at a press conference, to the effect
that the FBI had a Web page where people could
get information. This off-hand remark about a
year-old Web page had become, in the fertile soil
of the news media, a massive ‘cyberspace’
manhunt’ that, unfortunately, didn’t exist. | posted
my research to several newsgroups and promptly
began getting mail from newspaper editors saying,
in effect, “Oh. Oops!”

My point is that anything reported in the
general media, television, radio, newspapers, and
general interest magazines, cannot really be
trusted. The media often assign a reporter to cover
the Internet without worrying very much about
whether that reporter has spent any time on the
Net or has used the systems to be reported on.
Who cares,? The average member of the public
won’t be able to tell if the articles are sheer
invention or factual accounts. If you have to
generalise quite a lot and, in so doing, lose touch -
with the facts, that’s life, right?

No less an institution than Time magazine
recently fell victim to this syndrome in an article
about the public’s reaction to UNABOM. They
reported that some Internet users were using email
to discuss UNABOM, rather than talking about the
bomber publicly on Usenet discussion groups, out
of fear that perhaps the UNABOM culprit was
reading those newsgroups. Nothing more. Just
that. There was no mention of the very large
amounts of discussion about the case right out in
public, no admission that this statement was based
on talking to a few users at one site, no
acknowledgement that this report was a gross
oversimplification.

| had a problem with this for four reasons, the
most important being that Time’s statement would
be taken by most readers to mean that the general
reaction on the Internet had been a fearful retreat
to email, rather than a publif isC

ion of the
‘events. Secondly, presset i| reporter

e A .

my UNABOM research being ignored — even
before | posted my conclusion that there was no
“FBI manhunt in cyberspace”, I'd come across
thousands of people discussing UNABOM (none
of whom worked for the FBI, though).

Why did the reporter do this? My guess is that
she wanted to spice up her article by implying
that Net users were terrified of the UNABOM
bomber reading their discussions and sending
them bombs — she did ask on one site if anyone
was worried. When a few people said “Well,
sure” — Bam! That was it. These innocent remarks
were turned into a scare-story.

A word to the wise: don't trust general
statements about the Internet that you read in the
news media. Two factors are operating to reduce
the probability that the statement you read is
accurate and correct:

1. The person writing or reporting may well
have a very limited understanding of the Internet,
as was obviously the case when the news media
went nuts reporting a “cyberspace manhunt”
which anyone actually versed in use of the
Internet knew didn’t exist.

2. The person writing the article may have
wanted to sensationalise things to make for a
more interesting article, as when Time reported
that some Net users were hiding from the
UNABOM culprit and only using email to discuss
the case, when there were thousands of people
discussing UNABOM right there in front of
anyone who cared to look.

The news media are extremely fond, it seems,
of dressing up the Internet in unfamiliar clothes in
order to satisfy what they think their public wants.
Some reporters imply that the Internet is a hap-
pening, cool, radical place, while others will tell
you that it's a dangerous place where vigilantes,
hackers, and felons of all stripes hang out.

The best defence against inaccurate news media
reportage is to familiarise yourself with the
Internet rather than taking for granted
what anyone else, including myself, tries
to tell you.
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CIX SLIPs In =

he CompulLink Information

eXchange (CIX) has announced
plans to offer full Internet SLIP and
World Wide Web access for its
subscribers. According to CIX
officials, all 15,000 subscribers to |
CIX will be able to access the SLIP |
service on dial-up from next month
onwards. The rapid phasing in of full I
Internet services, which will be = CIX finally decides to do
routed through CIX’s Internet service ~ something about its Internet access.
provider, EUnet, is in direct response to the company’s pre-Christmas survey
of subscriber’s ‘wants list’ for 1995.

In the poll, users were asked what kind of access they would like CIX to
offer. Over 250 responses were received within 24 hours, and within a week
over 500 users had mailed their desires. Over 95 percent of respondents said
that CIX should offer dial-up SLIP Internet access.

According to Frank Thornley, CIX’s Managing Director, charges for the
service will be competitive. Plans include a complete package of professional
software to be included with each registration, and a comprehensive tariff of
charges that will ensure users “get the best value for their money”.

ClIX is also working towards allowing subscribers to have their own pages
on the World Wide Web (WWW). According to CIX, a package has been
written by in-house programmer, Paul Gardner, to allow for the creation and
editing of WWW pages. Although there will be a charge for this service, the
online service claims that there is demand enough to ensure that charges are
kept low.

Contact: Matthew Sims, CIX (0181) 390 8446, email
mat@cix.compulink.co.uk

Sopwith Channel

WOrdcraft International has revealed it is working on a new PC communications package,
codenamed Sopwith.

Scheduled for shipment on June 5, the voiceffax/data comms package will be aimed at modem
manufacturers to bundle with their latest generation of modems equipped with modem driver chipsets
from Rockwell. Mike Lake, the company’s Managing Director, told us that the package is designed to
work with the latest Rockwell modem driver chipsets, which are currently shipping in 14,400 bits-per-
second (bps) versions to modem manufacturers.

“Our US company is located in Irvine, California, and is just 800 yards away from Rockwell’s offices,
so obviously we stay in very close contact with regard to this technology,” he explained.

Lake said that a 28,800 bps version of the Rockwell modem driver chipset is expected to ship to
modem manufacturers within the next few months. Sopwith, code-named after the aircraft manufacturer
which produced the famous Camel aircraft in the First World War, is, he said, aimed at manufacturers
of modems with this chipset on board.

“It's an OEM (original equipment manufacturer) product and we expect to see it bundled with a
number of modems on both sides of the Atlantic,” he said.

Lake also claimed that Sopwith is the first UK-developed package in this category and will be the
most advanced package of its type. Advanced comms facilities within Sopwith will include voice
response technology, the ability to access bulletin board systems, as well as the usual two-way data, fax
and voice mail-box features seen in SuperVoice.

Contact: Wordcraft International (01332) 371428.

Art Attack

If you've ever wanted to take a year off and tour the worid,

with the aim of checking out some art and culture, now you
can save yourself the cost of that plane ticket and do it over
the Web instead.

If the arts and crafts of Egypt, Japan, Thailand, China and
India are your thing, all you have to do now is get yourself
over to the URL: http://sgwww.epfl.ch/BERGER/ and take a
look around.

More than just a slideshow, this Web site offers historical
information and tours of historical artefacts as well.

<# A history of South East Asia’s art can now
be yours, thanks to the Web.
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electronic, leaving many researchers questioning whether
paper journals have a future. In ‘Peer Review in Cyberspace
(Science, Nov. 11, 1994, p. 967) Gary Taubes explains that
the fastest growing physics journal is available only on the
World Wide Web (http://xxx.lanl.gov/).

The archives now include a dozen physics disciplines,
plus mathematics, economics, computation, and linguistics.
They have some 20,000 subscribers; and they receive
roughly 1,000 new preprints a month.

Peer review, a standard function of printed science
journals, soon will be added and even improved upon so as
to make electronic scientific publishing actually superior in
reliability to printed journals.

A related article ('Neuroscience on the Net', pp. 994-996)
by Peter T. Fox and Jack L. Lancaster in the same issue of
Science claims-that there are akready over 70 fully eledroqic,
peer-reviewed, scholarly journals online. The main focus of
this article, however, is neuroscience community databasing,
another avant-garde method of doing virtual community
scientific research via the Internet. The technique promises
instant global awareness of the latest research findings to aid
in experiment design and interpretation.

Contact: Terry Hansen, Cybernautics Digest. Email:

twhansen@cuix.pscu.com

-
-4

Electronic publishing is no longer just a pipe
dream.

Library Goes Virtual

= NARA, JAPAN - The Nara Institute of Science &
Technology, which was opened in 1991 to cover the fields of
information science and biotechnology, has drawn up plans
to construct an electronic library which will serve as a model
for a next-generation university library.

Books and periodicals will be stored in digilal format on
CD-ROM, microfilm and video, accessible from a
workstation via a network. The systemn is expected to go into
service in the spring of 1998.

More adverts on the Net

=» CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, USA - ProductView
Interactive, the first “advertising only” service to be unveiled
for the Internet, has teamed with Foote, Cone & Belding
(FCB), the world’s biggest ad agency, to offer Internet
advertising services to FCB clients,

Robert Young, ProductView's director and founder,
equated ProductView's upcoming services to an “interactive
product catalogue,” adding that the multimedia-oriented
advertising service will offer users a “place for one-stop
shopping” on the internet.

For their part, content providers wil! gain a “second
source of revenues” to supplement the royalties received
from online services, he contended. The deal with FCB is
non-exclusive.

We're taking a TV Guide or CNN (Cable News Network)
kind of approach,” Young says. Internet “channel suriers”
will know exacltly what to expect from ProductView, visiting
the company’s home page specifically for shopping, just as
people pick up TV Guide for television listings, or tune in to
CNN for the news, he explained.

ProductView’s advertising will be “nonintrusive”, asserted
Young, who was previously VP of Business Development at
Delphi Internet Services Corporation.

Products and services that ProductView is eyeing up
include computers, home electronics, autos, major
appliances, vacation and travel packages, sporting and
leisure equipment, and financial services.

As a result of the limited opportunities to earn revenues
online, most content providers have treatect online services as
an R&D project up to now, reported Young.

But clearly there is pressure now for money-making
opportunities online,” he told I&CT. “The importance of
online advertising is coming into the limelight, and we
anticipate that in the first quarter of 1995, it will be one of
the most important priorities.




The Internet offers students a new, improved way of larking about — one that

doesn't involve traffic cones. Jonathan Miller looks at the ‘yoof’ of today.

am surrounded by lunatics
at my place of
employment. It seemed
like a good idea at the
time, but when we started
Delphi UK, we decided to
hire a bunch of computer
students from University
College, London, to
handle customer support. It turns out
that, despite all the dreadful
complaints one hears about the
indolent ‘yoof’ of Britain, they are
without exception superb customer
support representatives. But what |
have also discovered is that, in the
quiet times, they get up to things
online that are quite literally bonkers.

I have just been called away from
my computer terminal to observe the
latest triumph of one of our lads.
Employing the massive resources of
the global Delphi organisation,
including our prototype, high-speed
Web browser (coming soon to public
release) he has (respectful silence
please as we blow the trumpets and
roll the drums) downloaded a sound
file of Beavis and Butthead declaring
that: “It sucks”.

This achievement gave him
inordinate pleasure and, | have to
say, even | am amused. But it does
raise the question: why is so much
Internet content so hopelessly trivial?

And why does it have such appeal
that several of the brightest young
people in Britain will contentedly
spend hours delving into the nooks
and crannies of the Internet to
discover this stuff, emerging many
pizzas later to announce their
discoveries with as much pride as
Christopher Columbus in his fax
back to Queen Isabella announcing
the discovery of America?

One of our chaps recently
discovered a Net site that features as
its central attraction nothing less than
a big red button. When you press it
by clicking your mouse, guess what
happens?... Nothing.

This, | am told, is the height of
post-modernist chic. On the Internet,
naturally, if a joke is worth
labouring, it's worth labouring to
death.

Hence, the Big Red Button comes
complete with an explanation:
“Welcome to the most unusual
artefact to be discovered on the
Superhighway de la Informatique:
the really big button that doesn’t do
anything. Labelled as the mystery
spot of the Internet, thousands flock
to this button every day, pushing it,

attempting to get it to do something,
all in vain.”

| know that all my readers are far
too sensible to waste their time
visiting the Big Red Button, and
hence will have no use for the URL:

http://www-wam-umd-edu/"~
twoflowr/button-htm

| have to admit though, that even
as seriously-minded a person as
myself can occasionally be seen to
exhibit the slenderest of smiles at
oddities discovered on the verges of
the digital motorway.

My personal favourite Gopher site
is Kevin’s World at the University of
Saskatchewan, which includes the
targeting co-ordinates for Kevin's
living room, in case you should want
to aim an ICBM in his general
direction.

Please let me know of other wacky
stuff and I shall share it with Your
Fellow Readers in this space.

=} The Big Red Button - Why?

I had a phone call the other day
from a university student who was
studying Journalism, asking for help
on a project she was doing on the
Internet. | usually try to be obliging,
but her questions were so basic that,
after fielding several of them, | grew
somewhat petulant and suggested
that she log onto the Net and find
out the answers for herself.

That was when she brought me up
short. Unfortunately, she apologised,
she had no access to the Internet.
She explained that at her university,
Internet accounts were available only
to Computer Studies students, not to
those studying Journalism. Her
admission does not bode well for the
state of media education in Britain,
but it should cause concern for us
all, not just for journalists.

The media, in all its forms, is one
of the industries in which we Brits
excel. The whole world wants to
learn our language. Our television
programmes, theatre, newspapers
and magazines are right up there
amongst the best on the planet. The
new network technologies are
opening up unparalleled
opportunities for us to extend the

reach of our media. Yet the Net,
certainly the most formidable media
innovation in a decade, remains
weirdly off limits to many of those on
whom our future will depend.

| should admit at this point that the
problem is hardly confined to the
universities. Even in the newsrooms
of our mightiest newspapers, there is
a lack of access. Most of the
journalists who are now online have
made it there because they’ve gone
out and spent their own money
buying computers and modems.

I'm not aware of any UK
newspaper publisher that makes
personal computers and modems
available to its journalists as a matter
of course, yet these ought to be
regarded as essential tools of the
trade. But don’t just blame the
publishers. Most of the journalists |
know remain steadfastly unwired and
many of them are perversely proud
of the fact. At the smarter drinks
parties on the London media scene,
you're likely to be teased as an
‘anorak’ or worse if you admit to
spending time online. There's a
condescension at work here which
tells us more about those doing the
condescending than those who are
condescended against.

Fortunately, not all departments of
journalism are quite so unwired.
Although there is currently a surfeit
of conferences about the Internet, the
one planned for June 15 at London’s
City University holds more promise
than most, since it is organised by
the Graduate Centre for Journalism,
and targeted directly at ink-stained
hacks, and not computer boffins. The
conference will bring together many
of the most distinguished American
practitioners of digital journalism and
their British colleagues.

If the Internet and online world is
ever to break out from ‘anorak-mode’
to gain the status of a fully-
developed mass medium, the input
of media professionals is vital.

For more information on the

conference, email:
m-s-wallace@
city-ac-uk

= Jonathan Miller is
Editorial Director of
Delphi and is a
regular contributor
to Internet and
Comms Today. He
also writes a weekly
column for the

Sunday Times.
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Delphi Harps On

he book publisher Harper Collins (a division of News Corp, the owners of
Delphi) have just gone online with Delphi. They are offering some 10,000
books and software titles to the user — Delphi say: “The bookstore’s virtual
shelves, searchable by title, author or category, offer one of the widest ranges of
books currently available online.”

Sadly, the service is not free, but if you want to order anything, you can via
credit card. To try it out, do the following:
Go to US Delphi, choose Shopping, then choose Online.

Get on your bike

We won't make too many jokes atout motorbikes or bikers, because a rather large one we know
well works just down the comridor. And we don't want to end up impaled on the front of a Harley,
particularly (although a good Japanese bike can't be beaten...)

Anyway, if biking is your thing, you'll find plenty of biking info at the following URL, which is an
archive of news and, well, stuff about bikes really.

URL: http://seahunt.imat.com/index.htmi

Mail Model

We like that headline, being the third time we've used it in this mag in as
many months. Anyway, if you’ve seen this thing called ‘listserv’ as part of
an email address, you’ll probably realise that it's an automated mailing list
program, i.e. you subscribe to listserv and it sends out documents to you at
regular intervals.

Now we can tell you how to get a commercial copy of listserv for yourself. Just
send a normal email to sales@Lsoft.com and they’ll get back to you with details.

- Papyrus Media’s
ig Jobs =

g
o Un 5 o i e T s kS Bl s 0
- If you're still after a job and last month’s Careers e cen e o o kO™ Jou

Magazine news piece wasn't enough for you, try gy Mt it o i 0 e o o, B0
the Papyrus Media Careers Online Web page 0 N
instead. It has jobs listed by region, so finding Wi |
those UK and European jobs is a great deal easier
than using the Career Magazine. - o = szl usint suns o e
You can access the page by pointing your e wnmn%
browser at: detors poe By vurs ln o fere cosy, poe mest ders rom e
http://www.Britain.EU.net/~idea/main.html e e
Even better, if you don’t have a Web browser,
you can access the list via email, by sending a
message to howard@newyork.demon.co.uk

An excellent Web page for all those looking for IT
jobs.

Dummles, thls way

Do you feel a bit of an Internet dummy? If so,
you’ll be pleased to know that the full text of
the book The Internet For Dummies and Zen and
the Art of the Internet have kindly been placed on
the World Wide Web for your viewing pleasure.

Of course, you'll actually need to be slightly
less than an Internet dummy to actually get to the
correct Web site in the first place, but assuming
you feel up to the challenge, try the following
URL: http +//grfn. org/~topher

gopher://gds.esrin.esa.it/1 for those crazy
people over at the European Space Agency.
(Erm.)

gopher://infoshare1.princeton.edu/1 for the
Princeton University Library Archives Dept.

Just to prove there's life in telnet yet:
telnet:/libros.aa.edu/” for the Albuquerque
Academy, Library. Login: library.

round thq: Global Networks, Life in Cy.wace, and
For a look inside IBM’s labs at Hursley, try: ‘ ’9“’;'

http://www.hursley.ibm.com/ info Bdition 2.3, September 1994

A di ot VI AV B

For (moderated) information on Bosnia and the
war there, subscribe to ListProc@doc.IC.AC.UK
with the text: SUBSCRIBE BOSNEWS <Your

name> <Your last name> in the message body.

16  internet an¢ comms today . march 1995

World Vision

Conlact: ProductView Inieractive (0101) 617 492 6600

Channels of the Future

-» There has been a lot of talk during 1994 about the
proliferation of channels on cable TV in the future, but at
least one expert says there are a number of technical
problems still 10 be resolved. Charles Merk, VP of
Engineering at Philips Broadband Networks Inc., says cable
television will have to define parameters for at least four
retum path requirements, and to do that, the engineer says,
some frequencies in the 850 megahertz to one gigahertz
band will have to be allocated. Cable providers will also
have to furnish additional fibre optics transmitters, receivers
and output bridgers in order to lower the number of homes
served per fibre node to 480 or less. Steve Reynolds, an
interactive television market analyst and head of Link
Resources, says: “I think we are looking at two to three years
for significant penetration of interactive television and then
five years plus from now for really elegant architecture.”

HP Meets Singapore’s

Demand

= PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. - Hewlett-Packard
says it will help Singapore’s multi-million dollar information
infrastructure by supplying its HP MediaStream Server video
servers to Singapore Telecom’s video-on-demand 18 month
trial project.

According to Greg Hoberg, HP's Broadband Solutions
Manager, the arrangement with Singapore Telecom makes
this the fourth time in 12 months in which a major
telecommunications company has selected HP's video-
server architecture for its video-on-demand services.

According to the Project Director for Singapore Telecom,
Allen Lew, HP's “Video Transfer Engineer” architecture was
chosen because it was the best suited to the interactive
video-on-demand system.

Singapore Telecom’s interactive-television service will
offer a broad range of content, including customized
interactive news, home shopping, interactive learning for
children and adults, documentaries, movies, and sports.

The system will initially reach 300 homes and is planned
to eventually provide a service to all of the 3.2 million
residents of the island. The video-on-demand trial will begin
this summer as part of a broad government initiative called
‘IT 2000°.

Greg Haberg points out that, while Ihere has been
considerable interest in video-on-demand in the United
States, there is also a lot of related activity in the
international community. He stated that “Singapore is taking
an aggressive approach and is especially well-suited to
creating these services quickly because of the country’s
population density, demographics, and advanced
telecommunications infrastructure.”

eWorld Cuts Prices

= CUPERTINO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. - Effective
immediately, eWorld is cutting hourly connect charges in
half for US and Canadian subscribers, from $4.95 to $2.95.
The company has also doubled the number of hours that
subscribers receive for the monthly $8.95 fee, from two to
four.

eWorld, one of the latest competitors in the crowded
online market, claims to have attracted more than 50,000
new users and will transfer 60,000 users from the AppleLink
service this year to the new system.

Apple has attempted to increase usage of the service by
bundling access software with PowerBook and Performa
Macintosh systems. Peter Friedman, general manager of
Apple Online Services, said the company will add the
software to other product bundles in 1995.

There will be a new version of the eWorld software this
spring, Apple promises, which will give eWorld users access
lo Internet Usenet groups, FTP file servers and popular
mailing lists, along with an electronic-mail agent that allows
users to filter incoming mail and automatically respond,
save, forward or delete.

eWorld cuts its prices. What does this mean
for the competition? {Not a lot, probably).
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Internet Chameleon

TCP/IPror WINDOWS

Mobile Remote

Internet Connectivity Software:
Dial-Up, SLIP, PPP and ISDN,
Pre-Configured for

Popular Internet Providers

NETMANAGE
AWARD

FOR
EXCELLENCE
1994

[femrsusmurs| NEW )
B]nstalls in 5 Minutes € CHIEMT E th 0.1//‘

4, ARCHIE CLIENT

®Native Windows installation and ease of use DISTRIBUTION
. 3 € INSTANT INTERNET Ethix Ltd, Ethix House, Meadow Court,
Appllcatlons: Off Market Place, South Normanton,
) . . . Alfreton, Derbyshire DES5 2BN
Electronic Mail (SMTP, POP) with MIME and Rules, WWW Client, Internet Email: sales @ calibra. demon. co. uk
News Reader, Gopher Client, Archie, File Transfer: FTP, TFTP, and FTP Server, Tel: +44 (0) 1773 863666
Telnet, Utilities: Ping, Finger, Whols; SLIP & PPP Dial-Up Connections Fax: +44 (0) 1773 863919

JOIN ALMAC AND BRING IN THE WORLD!

a.‘il"i‘ B“S| NEss c“s“m"cv  Full Internet connections for e.mail, fip, telnet, WWW, gopher, and all other

Computing and management development specialists Internet tools. Choice of connection through BBS or IP {(PPP}.

* full Usenet read/write with over 5,000 newsgroups. Support for many Off-Line
mail readers for maximum efficiency. You'll wonder why you’ve been getting
Usenet any other way!

» ClariNet International real time news services - 400 newsgroups with news from
Reuters et al. Edit your own daily magazine!

Se mlnars ® Qver 1,000 additional intemational e.mail conferences from ILink, Rime,
FidoNet, WEB, Pen&BrushNet, PlanetEarth environmental network, BASNet,
ProgNet, Midinet, VirtualRealityNet, CeltNet.

I'e Sea I‘Ch » Huge file libranies with over 57,000 files held on disk locally for you to down-
load. All files with full descriptions.

* Free Guest Access areas.

SOftware Confi guratio n o Multiple public and subscriber lines at 28.8K. Telnet in access for those already

with Intemet facilities. ISDN access available.

Consultancy and NO on-line charges!

When you connect to ALMAC, you are connecting to the world. Thousands of people have learned
that ALMAC can provide all their Internet and other on-line communications needs for a simple

g fixed fee without the need for additional on-line charges. They've also seen how the friendly
prO] eCt I I la I I age I I le I lt atmosphere at ALMAC helps them get more out of the internet.
You get all the advantages of traditional Bulletin Board Services with full internet access.
Connections to the Internet can be made either through the BBS gateway using normal comms,

Strategy development or through a PPP connection to put your computer on the Net. (ALMAC supply the software you

need to easily set up free of charge with your subscription.)

o)
J

You can experience it all right now, for free. Set your modem at 8,N,1 (normally the default) and
dial the data number below at any speed up to 28.8K using your normal communications pro-
gram. The ALMAC system will guide you from there.

Subscriptions including Internet access are available from only £75 per year (+VAT). Monthly pay-
ment options are available. You'll find all subscriptions details on-line. Welcome aboard!

Phil Rees, Internet Business Consultancy,
66 Merthyr Road, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan, CF37 4DD M A
Tel (0443) 400620 E-mail: philrees@dircon.co.uk

0324 66537 1:.data voice:0324 666336

PLEASE MENTION INTERNET AND COMMS TODAY WHEN RESPONDING TO ANY ADVERTISEMENT.
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here is no doubt that the US government is leading
the way when it comes to putting information on the
Internet. Following the White House’s example, the
House of Representatives has joined the World
Wide Web. As a result, you can now find out more
about what’s happening in US government circles
than you can about UK ones.

The new server offers the full text and status of
bills and resolutions being considered by Congress,
the phone numbers and email addresses of Congressmen,
texts of US regulations, educational information and maps.
The URL (Uniform Resource Locator or address) is:

http://www-house-.gov
Being busy, it does sometimes refuse connections, but there
is an alternative — not a duplicate - at:

http://thomas.loc.gov
The existing House gopher, of course, continues at:
gopher://gopher.-house-gov/

As well as all this official stuff, there’s an unauthorised
guide to the US Congress, called CapWeb. This also offers
contact information, committee assignments, party and state
information and pointers to State Government Internet
resources. It can be found at:

http://policy-net

| ﬁbullét?ﬁ _‘

Of course there are lots of things happening in the UK
which, at the time of writing, sported 586 of the world’s
5,000-odd registered Web servers — almost 12 per cent.
Edinburgh has led the way, but there are now a few more
sites to visit. For example, Birmingham City Council has
opened a somewhat minimalist home page at:

http://birmingham.gov.uk/
while Brighton Health Care NHS Trust has started a pilot
project to evaluate the benefits of being on the Net. It is on
Pavilion Internet’s server at:

http://www.pavilion.co.uk/HealthServices/
BrightonHealthCare/
There’s even a little commercialisation, with the first UK
Internet Florist opening for business on MarketNet. The URL
is:

http://mkn.co.uk/HELP+FLOWER\INFO

MarketNet is still being tested before its official launch, but
it is already expanding its services. It is hosting the
Birmingham pages just mentioned, and LawNet. This offers
an online will writing service. It is said to have more than
5,000 people at 190 offices throughout the UK. The address
1S

http://mkn.co-uk/HELP+LAWNET

If you want to keep up to date with what MarketNet is doing,
you can subscribe to MarketNet news. Email the message
NEWS YES
to SUBS@MKN - C0. UK or visit its Web site at:
http://mkn.co.uk/
This is an easier way to go than typing in the somewhat
unusual URLs above.
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If you'd
rather do
something
completely
different,
drop in on
The Internet
Squash
Player’s
Association.
This Web
site includes
information
about clubs,
coaching,
equipment,
marketing,
results, rules and more.
It is being constructed by Paul Baggott of Newcastle
University at:

http://wwa.ncl.ac.uk/“npb/

Meanwhile, back in Edinburgh, Emwac - the European
Microsoft Windows Academic Centre, at Edinburgh
University — is distributing free Windows NT software for
running Web and Gopher servers. (NT already has TCP/IP
networking and an FTP server built-in.) This is a good site for
all things Microsofty. Check the action at:

http://emwac.ed.ac.uk/htal/top-html

Once you've got a Web server running, you'll need to
design some pages. One place to start is Web
Communications, which has published a Comprehensive
Guide to Publishing on the Web at:

http://www.wabcom.com/html/

It “provides step-by-step instructions for learning HTML,
setting up fill-out forms, using FTP, widely publicising your
site in major indexes, and creating a Web site which is
interesting, attractive, and demonstrates good style, and
more.” It should be useful for beginners.

There’s plenty of online entertainment for kids (see
opposite page) but adults aren’t left out of the fun. Gamers
are well catered for on the Net, as is shown by ‘Net Games’.

This new book features more than 1,500 places where you
can play games, find opponents, learn tricks and cheats, and
talk about online gaming.

A multimedia demo containing an excerpt from the book is
available for Windows (NetGames.EXE, 1,134K) or Apple
Macintoshes (NetGames_030.sea.bin and
NetGames_040.sea.bin, both 860K) by anonymous FTP from:
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ftp://ftp-ypn-com/pub/deno/CLfile namel  ducation is a popular topic on the Internet, particularly
for what American’s refer to as K-12, from Kindergarten
The demo can also be downloaded from the Windows Fun Forum (GO to the 12th grade. But much of the information is for teachers, and | haven’t
WINFUN for netgam.exe) or Mac Fun Forum (GO MACFUN for netgam.sea) QYL ROGEIENIEGTHIRRET T IRT ST T2 W S P TAR T T P IR T Tt R T X 1)
on CompuServe. Send any queries to editors@ypn-con seven might enjoy a short story, Waking in Jerusalem, by Sharon Katz. The
One game, Myst, is the subject of more than one Web site. Start at: illustrated on-line version is available at:
http://www-astro-washington.edu/ingram/myst/ http://uwu-digilark-net/iatecﬁ/books
index.html
These pages are text-only, but players who are stuck may find some useful This is the first of several on-line books to be published by Concertina
clues. with the help of InterAccess Technology Corp. Children of all ages can also
try Carlos’ Coloring Book. This lets you colour in pictures and save them in
TV topics are also well covered. Have a look at TV Net, which has GIF or PostScript format. The Web site has been constructed by Carlos Pero
recently upgraded its broadcast/cable TV server at: (c-pero@uiuc.edu) and can be found at:

http://tvnet.com/TVnet.html http://robot0.ge.uiuc.edu/“carlosp/color/

You can vote in a weekly TV Poll or explore the Ultimate TV List, which
contains 333 Links to Internet sites about 101 shows. There’s also a TV Free-
For-All page that provides for “ads, announcements, and shameless self
promotion”.

For MTV fans there’s a new site called MTV Oddities, which offers sound
bites, graphics and cartoons created for the pop video station. At the

moment it featu res The Head/ bUt the section Is due tO be expanded rapldIYv, FiRATwan &7 Do il Micnriun 0 FFRul! FERe FFd Mot auwny: /2 000 arpei i) Jgrun O o by 2 JIseove auar
T h e U RL iS . u{’pm'mm;zu:lﬁ'nmm DINA 0 D2axeru, " ou SO0 Y P Lty UKl LI otiveind 0 ot eeat il i oius of o
5 Sl abpece.
http://mtvoddities. . = ——— === == =
p [ s 1 " S .V 1 acom Fo./ The Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, Illinois, is an educational institation concerned with the
In cases of d|ff|cu|ty, email Rich Rothstein diversity and relationships in nature and among cultures. It provides collection-based research and learning
for greater public understanding and appraciation of the world im which we live. Ity collections, public
(r‘othster‘er‘othster‘ F Vi aCOm . co.)_ learning programs and research are inseparably binked to serve a diverse public of varicus ages, background

and knowledge.

Another source of sound-bites can be found down under. Makin” Waves
Studios” Web site offers five “novelty Australian sound files” that you can
download and use in Windows. These clips have been “professionally
recorded and voiced by experienced Aussie talent”, and they’ll do you a
personalised WAV for AUS$30. The URL is:

http://cyberzine.org/html/Waves/wavepage-htnal

or email k jones@adam-com-au

ghWEB If you just want an
amusing aphorism, try
Michael Moncur's
Quotations Page,

Farning; Herd Hat Areat Under constructon!
‘Q

ich is under
B is constndy growing. I shoud have al of my archived humor fiies online by mid- January, end I will continue adding Wh c s d e QQ'
OF fies 23 they become evallsble on the Net construction at: lavaneze Miack Collerion
http:// —
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You can get three BT
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Intel. o au iNtel. search the collection
or download all 1,150 R e P T e sfistriests, saholars ad SRSambLn. Sy
s quotes from — ’
T ftp:// Most children are interested iin dinosaurs. This suggests a visit to The Field
T xmission.com/ Museum of Natural History in Chicago, which has put its current exhibition,
% pub/users/mgm DNA to Dinosaurs, online. The virtual exhibition has been created by Mary
£ n This page has links Rasmussen of the Biomedical Visualization Department at the University of
-l to several other pages inois. It includes 3D graphics, animations and sound. The URL is:
dhex Hupt o e W of quotations. http://www.bvis.uic.edu/museum
| But by far the And then there’s Kid’s Web, a prototype digital library for school
(SRR funniest site of the thildren, which can now be found at:
Franklin-Hodgeljeeshmoe@misty.com month is LaughWeb. http://www.npac.syr.edu/textbook/kidswab/
ave eny sddftions, questions, comments, complaints, oF if you're jast plain lonely, send mail 1 the This is a huge
s collection of jokes and Each section contains a list of links to information that is understandable
humorous files about a variety of topics including computing, religion and and interesting to schoolkids. Paul Coddington (kidsweb@npac.syr.edu) says:
Star Trek. “Kid’s Web grew out of a computer multimedia class based on the World
There’s even a selection of Pentium jokes. The site holds the official Wide Web and Mosaic which was taught to 8th graders as part of the 1994
archives for the Canonical Lists of Blonde Jokes (cf. Essex Girl jokes), Light Young Scholars Program at Syracuse University. It is being developed as
Bulb Jokes, Bumper Stickers, Answering Machine Messages and other part of The Living Textbook project, which applies high-performance
genres, including ASCII cows. computing and communications to K-12 education, and is funded by New
This is not a suitable rest-stop for the politically correct or easily offended. ERTIIEIEITN
The URL is: ArtsEdge should also be of interest. This is a World Wide Web site
http:// www.-misty.com/ laughweb/ opened by The John F Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The easiest
Any queries can be sent to Jascha Franklin-Hodge 0 way to get to it is via the K-12 education page at:
(joeshmoe@misty.com). http://kl2.cnidr-.org/
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he LETSystem Web Pages have just appeared

upon the international scene of the World
Wide Web. The collection has started big but
incomplete and expects to grow bigger but still
incomplete. As time goes on, more facilities,

senel is possibly the most dynamic part of
u the Internet. New newsgroups are being

added all the time ~ the following are the
ones that stood out in our minds as being worth a
look at the present time.

If you want to stay totally up to date on new
newsgroups in the Big Seven hierarchies (comp,
sci, misc, talk, rec, news, and soc) subscribe to
News.announce.newgroups.

If you want to keep totally up to date on new
newsgroups in the alt. hierarchy (the so-called
Eighth Big Seven hierarchy, where ANYONE can
make a new newsgroup), forget about it. It's
impossible to keep track. Reading alt.config
regularly is the best you can do.

rec.games.trading-cards.announce;
rec.games.trading-cards.jyhad;
rec.games.trading-cards.magic.misc;
rec.games.trading-cards.magic.rules;
rec.games.trading-cards.magic.strategy;
rec.games.trading-cards.- marketplace; and
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The Web on-line directory
published by LATSro Neacbester

L’nhuhhumwmmmudmmyyuunmmnmtﬂhm;mm y25g All entries tn s
irscory am trom mdmvitoals busimesses of other organistons vho vmm;nmnmnmn Aancheswr
| Waper ov te cm.ZTNReRin o1 on other LETSysems suppored by the cml £7Swvamms Re:

ity page offers the follo ving infonmation snd focilines:

- The LETS pages are here for you. LET it be
known, LET the cat out the bag, LET... (snip - Ed.)

information and downloadables will be added.

The service was provided by U-NET, a local
Internet and Web service provider based in
Warrington. They were able to set up the necessary
accounts to allow the pages to be uploaded and
tested immediately by Web page compiler Andy
Blunt at LETSgo Manchester. Many thanks to U-NET
for their speedy service. From the initial phonecall to
uploading the complete initial set was less than 24

rec.games.trading-cards.misc

— These newsgroups represent the latest attempt
to provide a forum for the zillions of players of
the card game - ‘Magic: The Gathering’. The
announce group is intended for breaking news
about new cards and new games for those of
you who live and die by what new cards come
out. If you want to buy or sell cards, use the
marketplace group. Don't try to sell cards in the
other groups. The jyhad group is for players of
the game ‘Jyhad’, also published by the
publishers of ‘Magic: The Gathering’, Wizards
of the Coast. And if you play one of the games
NOT published by Wizards of the Coast, like
‘llluminati, the New World Order’, you should
use the misc group.

alt.silly-group.persian

- We're stilt not sure what goes on in this
newsgroup, but it was eagerly requested by
readers of soc.culture.iranian. There’s so much
to talk about, though — happy times in the

What's Hot And What's Not?
The What's Hot section tells
you What's What...

U got it
New world Wide Web Resources carried by U-NET:

British Trees — http://www.u-net.com/trees/

is an information resource carrying information on forestry

I and conservation.
UK Chemistry — http://www.u-net.com/
ukchem/

3 list of chemistry-related WWW servers in the UK.
UK Commercial Web Pages — http:/
www.u-net.com/ukcom/

- links to all the UK's commercial WWW pages. It differs
from the all-uk list in that it carries links to pages on other
people’s servers rather than just the server address itself.
hours — impressive compared to the performance of
the ‘big’ people.

Where will you find the pages? The URLs are:

http://www.u-net.com/gmlets/home.html for the
LETSystem home page;
http://www.u-net.com/gmlets/gmlets.html for the
gmLETS home page;
http://ww.u-net.com/gmlets/letsdir.html for the
Manchester Web Pages (the initial crude version).

Contributions for inclusion are welcomed
preferably in HTML format. Contact tml@gmlets.u-
net.com by email.

If you have any hot contacts for LETS to browse or
to make in support of the LETSgo Manchester
project, then email LETS on lcs@mcr1.poptel.org.uk.

mosques at Qum, a frenetic Saturday night
spent stoning infidels in the streets of Tehran,
comic poems about the Great Satan. It's sure
to be an exciting newsgroup.

rec.games.computer.doom.announce;
rec.games.computer.doom.editing;
rec.games.computer.doom.help,
rec.games.computer.doom.misc;
rec.games.computer.doom.playing

- These new groups are for the legions of
Doom players. The announce group is for
announcements about Doom only; the editing
group is for those who write their own levels
to discuss and share how-tos; the help group is
for questions and general help; the playing
group is for discussions of strategy and
playing; the misc group is for discussions of
the secret ‘Plains of Hell Diner, Barbeque, and
Tea Shop’ (rumoured to be reachable in some
copies of Doom 1) and similar stuff that
doesn’t fit in anywhere else.




Happy New Year
goes online

- In case you
thought it was
just too crazy
to go out on L4
New Year’s o @
Eve or you’re
one of those
people who try
not leave the
keyboard for

the sake of . e e Beutin W
superficial oL
human con-
tact, you could
have let in the

o Happy New Year

o The Louvre

® The Explomiogum

[ ) E!E QV]B lgve
e Sympomum on Electome Art

o St Trek Sites
® Y5hoo's G

E

First Night and Foo-related CURLS (cool urls)

Check out the official First Night Web page.

Add your resolutions v Pethfinder's New Year's Eve page
® Take an At ur of the World Wide Web.

® Elrctonic At Gallery: Pixel Pushers
® Ant Gaﬂery by the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, Swizerland

it

® Zarf's List of ineractive web games

New Year by <=-Returp o the Cyberfgo Page

joining festivi- T R,

Ap Sl oy wnd oD eed o

York and Washington DC.

Internet community.

ting on Internet Relay Chat (IRC}).

Internet Address:

The Well is reachable by phone at (0101) 415 332 4335 or

ties in cyber- |uptawrd 1228194
space.
Live party
sites in — Happy New Year! (Even if we are a bit late...)

Boston, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Rome, and London enjoyed the Hogmanay
festivities while other online communities had collaborative parties in New

Ron Pernick, the new director of marketing at WELL, the organisers, told us,
“What made this really great is that it all started as a grassroots effort by our
members from around the world. We were just here to facilitate the technology
necessary to run the event. It really was their party.”

This special event, officially called First Night in Cyberspace, also gained a
nickname: Cyberfoo (?). If you are accessing the Web, you will find more infor-
mation on the event through a special Web site for First Night in Cyberspace.

The Well plans to open its Multi User Simulated Environment (MUSE) to the

This will allow participants to explore virtual worlds and objects, as well as

join in live conversations. Pernick said the MUSE conversation can only accom-
modate 100 people, but an unlimited number of channels can be set up for chat-

info@well.com; URL: http://www.well.com/Conference/foo.

alt.binaries.multimedia.erotica

If downloading computer animation of people
having sex is your thing, you’ll want to subscribe
to this newsgroup immediately.

alt.games.nomic

Nomic is a game where you make up the rules as
you go along. The alt.games.nomic group will be
the largest game of Nomic ever played.

alt.fan.pratchett.announce

Information about books by Terry Pratchett,
without any of the gibberish and raving that goes
on in the unmoderated discussion group
alt.fan.pratchett.

alt.humor.best-of-usenet

If you're tired of reading the same tired jokes in
rec.humor.funny and rec.humor, and don’t have
the time to scan every newsgroup on the Internet
to find worthwhile quips, banter and comedy, you
may wish to check out alt.humor.best-of-usenet.

This is a moderated newsgroup (every article
submitted to it must be approved by a human
moderator prior to appearing on the newsgroup)
dedicated to reposting humorous articles found on
other newsgroups. It’s a great way to keep track of
the ebb and flow of craziness and weird but funny
happenings on thousands of other newsgroups
without having to subscribe to them all.

Unlike the newsgroup rec.humor.funny, which
has constantly heen criticized for the policy of
posting only those submissions the mocderator
thinks are funny, alt.humor.best-of-usenet posts
everything submitted — except:

* test postings

* so-called ‘copy machine humour’ (tired old
jokes circulated at the copy machine since the
dawn of time) like ‘Hotel Soap’ or
‘Administratium’

* followups to alt.humor best-of-usenet articles
(discussion of the articles takes place in
alt.humor.best-of-usenet.d.)

* original works (everything posted to

H ave you caused a ruction that only a flippin’
great wodge of greenery can cure? If so, and
you have decided that phoning Interflora is
entirely too 19th Century for a hip young
infogruppenfuhrer like yourself, you can now
order flowers over the Web. And best of all, it's a
UK company that’s doing the business.

Try the URL:
http://mkn.co.uk/HELP+FLOWER\INFO

Flower/Net - OnLine Florist

MarketNer s pleased to be able to offer, m conjunction with British Teleflower Service, the
first UK based Internet Flonst A Browser capable of usmg forms is needed to use this service.

Is there someone special?

IFyou wauld ike fiowers sent to someone special in the UK then you simply fll i the ordenng form
and the work i done for you There are five optione’

® A smgle Roce in a contamer £9.90

¢ Abouquet of flowers £16.90.

@ An arangement in a container £18.40.
® An arrangement m a basket £18 90

® An aqua pack £20.40.

= Well, you’d at least expect to see a flower on
a flower web page, eh?

- A real flower looking radiant yesterday...

alt.humor.best-of-usenet is supposed to be a repost
from some other newsgroup)

If your submission is a repost of something
funny from another newsgroup, rest assured, it
will be posted.

The newsgroup has existed since mid-1993 but
has always been run by a single moderator and, at
limes, the newsgroup was sent a queue of
submitted articles once a week or so. Recently,
however, a change took place which will mean a
constant daily flow of funny articles to the
newsgroup for you to read: _group_ moderation.
A team of moderators now runs the group, and
each submitted article goes to a different
motdlerator. At any given time, one of the
modlerators will have recently posted something.

The head moderator is Doug Sewell,
doug@cc.ysu.edu. Submissions for the newsgroup
should be sent to ahbou-sub@acpub.duke.edu.
Questions and comments for the moderators as a
whole should be sent to ahbou-
mod@acpub.duke.edu.
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What have Rupert Murdoch,

Mick Jagger's tongue and a
dragon made out of ASCII

characters all got in common?

Iso new is the practical
astronomy forum where

those of the telescopic
persuasion can report sightings
and find out about what's
happening in the heavens.
This may not sound
particularly thrilling but when
you learn that a 30 metre wide
asteroid grazed the Earth by a
mere 60,000 miles early in
December, making it the
closest near miss of 1994, you
realise that its frightening stuff!
You can also access all Usenet
astronomy related newsgroups
from here, as well as a
Gopher.

Naturally, as you might
expect, a sex forum has sprung up on Delphi. It
is restricted to over 18’s and the guy who runs it

Delphi’s continued expansion has
allowed quite a few new groups to
emerge in the Open Delphi forum. Of
practical interest to us at I&CT is the
Journalism group where journalists from
all types of publications can chat to others -
about things that interest journalists.

For Welsh language users a forum has [P

risen just for you, Cymru is almost all in
Welsh so | can’t understand a word of it
personally, but the occupants appear
tolerant of linguistically challenged
contributors. I’'m sure you’ll enjoy it.

- A mythical beast, unlike the Welsh
language.
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- Is this man sexy? I think we should be told.

says that he'll censor anything of an offensive
nature posted to the forum. | can’t really make
any final comment on this and the other new
forums as they have only just emerged. So far they
are only into double figures in terms of messages
received, so get yourself online, join in and make
a contribution.

Turning to the US side of Delphi this month -
inspired by their recent Internet performance |
took a look at the Rolling Stones forum found in
the Entertainment section. There are some cool
pictures of their recent tour taken at RFK Stadium
and the conference section is full of lively Stones
debate and information, ranging from info on
bootlegs to a discussion on whether Mick is still
sexy. Was he ever?

CompuServe

CompuServe turns the clock
back to the Golden Age of

Hollywood this month with a
selection of GIF files (taxed).

IndusinWeek -] ew to
4TI CompuServ
The Management Network | e is the
INTERACTIVE Industryweek
Ay [‘ e Interactive area
41 | ‘.4 ;
w! g g (GO INDWEEK)
e a high-powered,
‘Welcame by I fock’s [ i o
&“L”%’Ef‘f.: ﬁ i @ US business
SEARET e e % | magazine with a

wide range of
features and
articles, many of which are of interest to the
average reader, especially since technology issues
take up a lot of the magazine. There is also a
shopping mall section where you can order back
issues, articles, books and videos from
Industryweek.

- Read Industryweek online.
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I n the Showbiz forum (GO SHOWBIZ) a
collection of GIF picture files under the title
“Hollywood’s most beautiful women” has been
setup. Obvious candidates for this accolade are
the stunning figures of womanhood — Marilyn,
Jayne Mansfield and Pamela Anderson, among

many others. Rare publicity photos from the
Golden Age of Hollywood are among the
collection so this is well worth a look for movie
buffs and amateur gawkers alike.

he Video Games forum is the place for

console owners to get the very latest info on
games for their own particular console. Such
conferences are often well ahead of anything
magazines print and cheats and photos of the
latest games are widely available. The forum
covers all the latest machines such as
the Playstation and Jaguar as well as
the elderly 16bit SNES and Megadrive
(Genesis in the US) systems. There is
also a slot for arcade machines and
games magazines.

inally, owners of Intel’s flawed

Pentium chips who require
accurate double precision maths carf
get a program written by Stage
Research off CompuServe for $10 that
checks to see if the chip is defective
and runs the calculation from
software whenever required. A far cry
from the days when you had to wait
for an update disk to arrive through
the post to cure such problems. You
can download it from the National
Computer Security Association by
typing GO NCSA.

- Rita Hayworth prepares to de-
glove in ‘Gilda’.



FidoN

Once again, I&CT feeds the keen, lean, mean and very hungry,

FidoNetters their monthly rations. We're so kind.

ichard Sargeant at 2:257/609.8 has written a

BlueWave reader for Acorn’s range of 32bit
computers. The program, called WaveForm, is
completely RISC OS compliant but does not, as

yet, support writing to BlueWave packets. Richard
would be interested to hear if there is demand for

a fully functional Acorn BlueWave package. The
reader is available from The Heart Of Gold BBS
and Hensa.

Poppy Online

Who is Poppy Hasted? Whoever he/she is, they
moderate an echo called B_UNL.ABLED which can be
found at BBSNet 405.

It's not been backboned (yet) but it's only new and not

many people know of its existence yet. It’s an echo for
disabled people and their able-bodied friends, and the
intention is for it to be a place where issues relating to
disability can be discussed, with a view to sharing
experiences, seeking possible solutions to problems, talking
about possible cures and treatments and allowing able-
bodied people to ask disabled users questions and
thereby raise their awareness of the disabled world.

For more details, netmail Poppy (2:254/233.0) or call the
Ooch! BBS on (0181) 395 3108/1028.

ScotChat

o n the 28th of January, the second meeting of ScotChat was Sacs
scheduled to happen in Dundee. Deadline restrictions mean o))
we can’t give you an on-the-spot report, but Alan Mulvie reports
that ScotChat itself is an echo that is carried by probably all
Scottish BBSs and is a general chat area, but unlike usual chat
areas this one covers serious issues, such as drugs, sex, the NHS
and the Government, as well as silly topics such as ‘coffee and
whose turn it is to make it’. So you can probably imagine what

the meeting itself was like.

At the last ScotChat meeting there were users from Dundee,
Aberdeen, Edinburgh(-ish) and Glasgow(-ish). Many members
took the opportunity to act like 11 year olds and took part in =
games of bowling and Zap Zone laser guns. Previous get-
togethers even raised £200 for Royal National Institute for the

Blind Charity Blindfold Bowl, so well done lads!

Keep a look out on Fido boards north of the border for
forthcoming attractions, including a Trival Pursuit night.

AmNet

AmNet is here and, according to
David Lascelles, the bloke behind it,
it’'s the “network of the future
dedicated to Amiga users and
enthusiasts”.

AmNet was started because there
was a large space for a network
which caters for Amiga Users and
offers Amiga echoes.

The coordinators of AmNet believe
that Amiga users want a defined and
moderatored network beyond
FidoNet.

So. far there are fourteen echoes,
covering topics such as:
Communications, General Chat,
Points and Points Discussion,
Sysops, News and Information, BBS
Users & Adverts, Workbench and
Amigados discussion, BBS Software
Discussion, Magazines Discussion,
Programming Echo, PD Echo,
Coordinators, Wild Chat on anything
and Amiga Games Discussion.

All these echoes, with the
exception of AmWild, are moderated.
If you wish to join, there is an Online
Registration Form Creator on
Creepys BBS and from the Sysops of
Heart of Lothian - just call (01620)
826004 or Darkside BBS (0181) 771
9100.

i
a3
3
€

Your Own BBS
E-mail and
Information
Service for

just £99 with

Wik

The World’s Best-Selling BBS
* Discussion areas/conferences
* Electronic Mail
* File upload/download
* Online information
* Bullet-proof security
* Multi-line versions
* Optional INTERNET E-mail
* RIP graphics support
* Add-on utilities available
Prices from £99 to £775

l!-i aniind.adel. ‘ ’

= ]
3 WYCOMBE ROAD, PRESTWOOD, BUCKS. HP16 OND.
Tel: 01494 866365 Fax: 01494 866050 BBS: 01494 891903

If you’re calling an online
service, you should be using

QmodemPro

FOR WINDOWS

The Choice of Professionals
* Powerful script language
* Fax send and receive
* Sound support * Built-in editor
* Graphics file viewer * Macro keys
* RIP support
* DOS version also available
Special offer - only £75!

INTERNET

Mail Access for your

callers with wcGATE
Gateway to the
World

N
3 WYCOMBE ROAD, PRESTWOOD, BUCKS. HP16 OND.
Tel: 01494 866365 Fax: 01494 866050 BBS: 01494 891903
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hat’s

0]t f
Don’t

understand
the
jargon?

Don’t blame you, neither do we. Oh, all
right then, we do (a bit). if you have the
following formats, this is how fast you can
go:

-» Hoots, och aye caber and the noo, my
darleeng Josephine. Never Id figure out
McCloud’s accent, we’re afraid. Anyway,
here’s a scene with some bloodletting.

300/300

1200/1200

2400/2400

4800/4800 -> 9600/9600

14400/14400
V32Turbo 19200/19200 -> 21600/21600
VFC 24000/24000 -> 28800/28800
V34 24000/24000 -> 28800/28800

HST (USR’s own standard, up to
16800/16800)

Most modems support V34 or VFC. A few
support both (USR Couriers).

Prose and
V42bis Error Correction and Data Poems

::oo:'::%s:;:?sMNP An older standard, better M atthew Revell runs an echo,

You may see your modem reporting ARQ, a namely PROSE&VERSE. It's Fido

generic term for an error corrected link. backboned and gated onto AcaNet. As
you might expect it is for the posting of

original prose and verse and discussions
Dart Project

in general.
Dart is ‘Disability Access to Kesources in Technology’, and its central concept is the
empowerment of people with disabilities through specialised training in information
technology (IT). Allied to this is the aim of development of suitable skills to enhance the likelihood
of voluntary or paid employment and a general boosting of confidence.

Now, an outreach group for Dart, Homelink, has been launched. Homelink makes use of
communications technology to take the training directly into people’s homes. They equip students
with a computer and internal 2400 baud modem {slow but cheap!), allowing them to download
exercises and upload their completed work or any queries they might have. In addition, they have
access to a variety of utilities and text files relating to disability issues.

Dart encourages the students to communicate informally through the system and a newsletter is
available. A local BBS called Cascades has kindly allowed them to use its facilities to access the
Internet & FidoNet for email purposes. Suitable FidoNet areas are available for students.

If you would like to try out the system, please call on (0114) 272 1297, (lines open 24 hours).
For those who like to know about these things the modem operates on 14400 baud, with 8 data
bits, no parity and 1 stop bit. Mail of any kind is welcome, whether for staff or students, and all

There can

one!

echo you were all

be onye

ret no more, it's here!
waiting for! (Allegedly.)

The new HIGHLANDER echo has been started on
Chris Asher’s boss node 2:2503/104! If you want to
come along, chat about the latest HL Movies, TV
episodes, cartoon show or just about how great the
Queen music is, then feel free.

Come on and join the fun. They are hoping for
backbone status as soon as possible, so get on and
start chatting. Netmail the moderator Chris
(2:2503/104.221) for more information.

mail will be replied to. For access to anything
more than basic facilities, you will be asked to

complete a short questionnaire.

Any comments/suggestions about the BBS are
welcomed; the Sysop is Paul Smith of Cascades
BBS (2:250/405), the Co-Sysop is Nick Robinson.

Please address any correspondence to:
DART/Homelink, FREEPOST, Thomas Street,
Sheffield S1 4LE.

HomelLink BBS: +44-114-272-1297

FidoNet: 2:250/405.20

Cascades BBS: +44-114-232-5232

FidoNet: 2:250/405

There is now an echo setup called HOMELINK
which can be picked up from 2:250/405.

Colin Turner’s addresses are:

Fido 2:443/13.0 INet ct@thog.centron.com

24 _ internet and comms foday _ march 1995

We've just had the following letter from Paul Colciough and Steven Pearson, who are sefting up a new FidoNet Magazine for

newcomers and experienced alike:

“We were wondering if we could have a little plug in your next Intemet And Comms Today magazine. Since this is a totally
NON-PROFIT magazine | was wondering if you could give us a little coverage in your magazine. Also, we are desperate for
articles, BBS reviews, PD reviews etc, so if you could advertise the following Intemet addresses that would be great!

Fidomag@Squiznet Fidouk.Org  (For general submissions )
FidoLetters@Squiznet.FidoUk.Org (For letters and questions)
FidoTek@Squiznet.FidoUk.Crg
Although the above addresses have *.fidouk.org” appended to them, they are not fimited to 8K like many gateways, they are

limited to 1Gig and are NOT routed via the FidoNet network, they are collected in a UUCP session twice daily :)

(For technical questions )

Or, for people without Intemet access:
Paul Colclough @ 2:950/563.17
Steven Pearson @ 2:950/563.12




Revie s

Another month, another reviews section. This is good news for those who need the

best information as soon as possible. Start reading here!

() Books The Ratings Panel

& Comms software

-
2 Modem equipment | 2222
) o A Uppers: This is where we tell
Tn duct” d points.
Tutorials T T Y
=» Publisher: Wh kes it?
iemribile

6 serVice prOViders =» Contact: Where to contact them.

The score (out of five) is
represented by the number of red
monitors. Good things about the
product are represented by the ‘up’
arrow, and conversely, bad things
by the ‘down’ arrow. Other
relevant information, such as price
and contact details can also be
found in this box.

Although we quote the RRP and
contact, you may be able to buy
the product cheaper from a dealer.

As Easy to Use as NBW
il Riders'
S Official
internet
Directory

p and ;I:SCnver how easy it is (znd

uwalﬂ.-. Daf‘__L’:,'zf,’; r of taterop Lk
Edition) by

Another new, but
yellow, guide to
the Internet.

Coming to challenge the
other Internet directories,
such as the Yellow and

White pages, this 800 page
monster itself comes with yellow
pages. On the front cover it
claims to be “As easy to use as
the Phone Book” which is pretty
true since almost the entire
volume is just an A-Z sorted by
subject. In the first section is a
list of places where you can find
locations for Internet tools such

«Just open it u
to find what yo

as Telnet.

The 3000+ fields within the A-
Z seem to cover the globe,
though naturally some subjects
have more coverage than others.
Sociclogy, for example, provides
a couple of pages worth of
reference, mostly soc.culture.
groups, for nations across the
globe.

The access points are printed in
bold text with the form of access,
http, gopher, etc. in front of each
item. There isn’t a lot else to say
about this book. It has a huge
amount of information and is
well presented, and if you feel
you need a directory of the
Internet then this could be the
one.

New Riders' Official Internet
Directory (2nd Edition) by NRP

A Uppers- de
V¥ Downers: Perfm'p's
expensive

-» Price: £27.49

=» Publisher: NRP

- Contact: Computer
on (0121) 706 6000
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review

Easy Internet
hy Michael
Miller

A big and bold intro
for non-dummies
@. for a book that’s only 230

pages long. However, with
its easy to read and colourful
approach to the subject matter, this
book makes a decent effort to
educate the uninitiated about the
wide world of Internet.

Easy Internet is laid out in a
simplistic format with a large font,
lots of screen diagrams and step-by-
step instructions on how to use the
programs supplied on the Chameleon
sampler disk included. Provided you
get an account with a service
provider, you can use these programs
from the outset.

When you’re ready to go online
you are given the clearest possible
instructions about how to download
other vital software. Once you’ve got
yourself fully set up and running, the
back of the book has several lists of
top sites that you can try your software
out on. All in all this is an excellent
product and I'd recommend it above
any book with the word ‘dummy’ or

Peter Kent

Optimistic title, especially

all the terms are included.

The Complete Idiot’s Guitde to the Internet hy

Another guide for less mentally
talented netters
idiot. What are they going to call these books

@l’ next? “The brain-cellularly-challenged guide”?

| Whatever, this claims to be another easy way into the
Internet. It comes with a disk containing uucode,

uudecode and a bunch of text files covering a wide

range of information from a list of computer science-
related FTP sites to an article on Net culture.

The text is fairly easy to understand, starting off with
the (very) basics and progressing through how to get on
line and what type of connections there are. The text is
written in heavy American-English, something that you'll
have to put up with I'm afraid, with boxouts headed
‘Speak like a geek’ and
‘Techno nerd teaches’
doing little to inspire

confidence in the
book, although the
information contained
is usually helpful.

The Idiots Guide is
also fairly jargon-heavy,
and having to flick to
the back to read the
glossary will annoy
uncomprehending readers, especially since not

If you’re not a dummy then maybe you’re an

The Complete Idiot's Guide to

V¥ Downers: Unin
American

=» Price: £18.50
= Publisher: Alpha Boc
= Contact: Computer M
on (0121) 706 6000

‘idiot’ in the title.

Tamosaitis

native
Blimey, a
book written

@ by a human

being. Hurrah!
Rejoice! A book with
human humour. It’s
just a shame that the
sole topic of this
book is the loved or
dreaded emoticon.
But that doesn’t stop
this small, 68 page
booklet being a joy to
read. Within the first
few pages of its
introduction, most
Usenetters will
develop a good
feeling about this
book and its
authoress. This isn’t a
boring guide written
in lecture prose,
net.talk is a survival
guide from someone
who’s been there,

Easy Internet by
Michael Miller

-» Price: £23.49
=» Publisher: QUE
=» Contact: Computer Ma
on (0121) 706 6000

net.talk by Nancy

Learn to talk like a Net

seen it, done it.
Since it would be
impossible to
organise this booklet
alphabetically it is
laid out in groups of
emoticons that have a
common meaning.
Breaking up the lists
are quotes from
celebrity netters
which add interesting
asides to the main
body of the text. At
the back of the book
is a list of acronyms,
quite a few of which |
haven’t come across
before, very handy!
Basically, if you use

Tamosaitis

Usenet or email and :D
spend time the meaning of
wondering what =» Price: £5.99

= Publisher: Ziff-Da
=» Contact: Computer
| on (0121) 706 6000

people are really
saying then BUY
THIS :-)
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Instant Internet Access hy Kris
Jamsa, Ph.D

Internet access now in granuals! Or not
This PC CD-ROM product combines the reference guides; Internet Yellow

and White pages and the Internet Mailing Lists and Providers guide with

45 minutes of instructional video and tutorials and animations about how

to use the Internet. There is also an array of software provided to allow you Internet
access.

The booklet provided shows what the product is capable of but misses out on
basic points such as installation instructions.

Free hint: If you do buy this, select Run from the File Menu and type
D:\SETUP.EXE. The installation program dumps 6Mb of files onto your hard disk
and you get two new program groups.
| One group keeps the main program, Instant Internet Access and a collection of
. Internet tools, and the other presents you with the Chameleon Sampler programs. The
| Instant Internet Access program brings up a menu where you can view data from both
. Yellow and White Pages. The Yellow Pages is
Dy I1Stant Interiet Access by
. addresses. All this runs under the Windows Help Kris Jamsa, PhD

format, enabling you to do searches from the

menu.

The collection of Internet programs gives you
everything you need to get online, except instant
provider access which you’ll have to arrange

. yourself. Since there is no system setup routine
.‘--' during the install procedure, you'll have to
_.-- " conﬂgure aIl the programs as well. There are 45 minutes

and software on one C
V¥ Downers: Not the rie
packages

-» Price: £39.99
-» Publisher: Jamsa Press

- . . I . -» Contact: Computer Manuals |
and a bunch of Multimedia animations to explain about the Internet. on (0121) 706 6000

Cyberpunk Anthology ed. | Goce St from

Bruce Sterling Internet ¢

Fiction can be stranger than truth A N
° @' If you've wondered what cyberpunk is really about then this Il human N

_,..--P“:‘i_.-

collection of 12 short staries by respected Cyberpunk authors is life IS here...
a damn good place to start. The Cyberpunk ethos stretches from | you just have
clean glittering techno cities to dark and dirty Information to find it
Superbackstreets and you’ll find them all here in works from authors This book
such as the celebrated William Gibson, Greg Bear and, makes a
editor of the book, Bruce Sterling. welcome
The stories range from highly change from all the
probabie visions of the guides and surfing
future to the wildly books about the
fantastic, each giving a : Internet. Buy this
different slant on the world | book and you can
of Cyberpunk. Although browse through it at
this book is not strictly a your leisure and if you
‘Best of’, it comes pretty see something you Free Stuff from the

close. want you can hop Internet
online and download

Mirrorshades, The Gyherpunﬁ within minutes, busy FTP

Anthology eu. Bruce Sterliny sites and slow Telnet

" links apart.

The book is divided into
sections ranging from the
Arts and culture to travel
and geography, stopping off at pretty
much every area of human interest along
the way. You can download or request
stuff on such diverse topics as jokes and
investment tips, so not very diverse at all
really.

A Downers:
interest very bo uq )
-» Price: £18.99

=» Publisher: Coriolis
Books

-» Contact: Computer Manua
on (0