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INTRODUCTION

HREE years ago, when the first

I British broadcasting tests were

carried out from Marconi House,
London, the total number of amateurs
who listened-in from various parts of the
country did not exceed 1,000. To-day
the British Broadcasting Company trans-
mits regular daily programmes, from more
than twenty stations, to audiences num-
bering several millions. This swift and
wonderful advance 1in the development of
broadcasting gives some indication of the
appeal which wireless, as a hobby, makes
to all classes of the community. However
enjoyable the programmes themselves
may be, i1t 1s certain that broadcasting
could never have achieved such wide-
spread popularity in so brief a period if it
were not for the real pleasure that so many
amateurs derive from the construction and
operation of sets. For hundreds of thou-
sands of amateurs the practical side of
wireless constitutes the chief attraction
that the subject has to offer.

It will scarcely be denied that wireless
as a hobby has no equal. It is the only
hobby that can be indulged at any time
In any place. There are wireless signals

on tap,” as it were, in the ether at every
moment of the day and night. During the
long winter evenings the practical amateur
can spend many a happy hour at his work-
bench, increasing the range of his receiver,
trying out circuits, repairing old com-
ponents, or constructing new ones, etc.
In the summer time he can take his
recerver out of doors, and if it is designed
for portable use he can conduct a number
of Interesting experiments with different
type?r olf aerial under gjfferent conditions.
: €1ESS presents a field of activitv that
ES Practically limitless in its range. %11 the
wliisfchpﬁfe’ there are countless ways in

€ component parts of a receiver

can b_e_ connected together. One circuit
g}]]_l give be_st results under one set of con-
tions, while another will be found more
zllz:tlléable under a different set of conditions,
SO on. New circuits, IMoreover, are

being devised daily by experts and enter-
prising amateurs. At the present time
there are hundreds of different types of
circuit in constant use, and the number
increases daily. This aspect of the subject
makes a very strong appeal to the average
amateur. Secondly, there 1s literally “ no
end ”’ to the transmitting stations from
which signals can be picked up. Prior to
the development of broadcasting the wire-
less amateur who explored the ether for
new stations had to content himself with
Morse code telegraphic signals from distant
ships at sea ; telephonic signals were rare.
Nowadays, however, practically every
civilised country in the world possesses a
number of broadcasting stations which
send out regular programmes of music and
speech. Inaddition, there are hundreds of
amateur transmitting stations, scattered
all over the world, which can be heard
chattering away at all hours of the day
and night.

From the point of view of variety of
reception the British amateur 1s indeed
enviably situated in comparison with his
brother amateurs in other lands. Not
only is the broadcasting service by the
B.B.C. extremely efficient, but Great
Britain contains a larger number of
broadcasting stations, in proportion to its
size, than any other country in the world.
The British amateur 1s also particularly
well situated in the geographical sense,
with Europe on one side and America on
the other. Although the distance between
England and America is relatively great,
1t must not be forgotten that wireless
waves travel much more easily over sea
than over land. Thousands of amateurs
in this country listen-in to American
transmissions as regularly as to those sent
out from British stations. Many amateurs
in fact, make a point of listening-in to
stations in Australia, New Zealand, and
other distant countries at definite hours
each day. Amateurs who possess trans-
mitting licences are constantly making
new firiends for themselves in foreign
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