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Gail Coulson new 

Charisma assistant md 

IN A major management 
reorganisation at Charisma records, 
Tony Stratton-Smilh, although 
remaining managing director of the 
company he started six years ago, 
has divorced himself from the day 
to day running of activities - 
while Gail Coulson. until now 
general manager, is appointed 
assistant managing director. 

The changes, which take effect 
immediately, were announced by 
Slratton-Smith who told MW that 
he was hoping to occupy a more 
independent role outside the 
Charisma office. However, he 
added: "I will still be involved in 
the music, marketing and 
promotion aspects of Charisma, 
and retain control over artists' 
acquisition — but I think that at 
this stage of the company's 
development it is important to 
stand outside and observe its 
workings critically. This will help 
the need of long-term planning." 

New assistant md Gail Coulson 
has been with Charisma since its 
start and she, along with Brian 
Gibbon until now financial 
director who becomes head of 
business affairs in the 
switch-round, will operate jointly 
as the company's top management. 
Coulson will administer artistic 
affairs with Gibbon looking after 
the legal and financial side. 

At the same time, Jerry Gilbert 
who until now has been press 
otTicer, is appointed a&r manager 
and European manager Colin 
Richardson expands his role and 
becomes international manager 
(records and publishing). Changes 
in the press and promotion 
departments arc expected to be 
made within the next two weeks. 
Judd Lander, head of radio 
promotion, recently left Charisma 
to join Epic. 

5r 000 IPs confiscated 

in BPI bootleg haul 

by BRIAN MULLIGAN 
ALTER MORE than two years' 
investigation, the BPI last week 
succeeded in cutting off what was 
regarded as the major UK source 
of bootleg albums. 

Following the granting at a 
private court hearing of an 
inspection order, BPI solicitors 
raided a house in Madcley Heath, 
near Sioke-on-Trent and 
confiscated over 5,000 
illegally-recorded albums. 
Additionally, a vast amount of 
documentation relating to the 
importing sources and the 
distribution network for the 
albums was seized. 

On December 18 in the High 
Court, Mr. Justice Foster granted 
20 record companies an order 
barring David Hogg and Susan 
Czwartuski of Monument Farm, 
Madclcy Heath from infringing 
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copyright, and dealing 
hnotleu records and wpts 
two defendants were als? ^ ^ 
to hand over any mtnngin* 
recordings, name their supplier, 
and pay costs and damages. 

The raid on Monumcn 
reinforces the BPFs to take 
drastic measures in lls ^ 
stamp out bootlegging an piracy 
in this country. Earlier in t,ie ^ ' 
the BPI had been granted the uyu 
right to apply to the courts for 
inspection orders of P , 
thought to contain ileg.il 
pressings. However, x 

application was made in respect o 
Monument Farm, the court had 
some misgivings about granting tn 
order and advised the BPI to seek 
the guidance of the Court of 
Appeal. At a subsequent hearing, 
the legality of the BPI s 
application was ratified. 

The prosecution of Hogg 
follows over two years of 
investigation into his activities in 
the distribution of bootleg albums, 
particularly at retail level. 
Previously the industry association 

was close to taking court action 
against him, but simultaneously 
liodd disappeared. It was only 
recently thai he was traced to the 
remote Staffordshire farmhouse. 

What has proved particularly 
satisfying to the BPI investigators 
is that in addition to being able to 
seize 5000 albums, the documents 
discovered also provided valuable 
information about Hogg's source 
of supply in Germany, Holland 
and America as well as the UK 
shops with which he was dealing. 

The appropriate industry 
associations in the three countries 
will be supplied with details of 
manufacturers and further action 
will now be taken against UK 
retailers. 

This is the fourth successful 
bootleg-piracy prosecution 
conducted by the BPI this year 
and the organisation is now 
satisfied that the bootleg trade has 
been effectively stifled, although 
there is still some evidence of 
continuing piracy, particularly in 
the field of soundtrack albums. 

Rockfield - UA label 

'preliminary deal' 

set for January 

by ADAM WHITE 
UNITED ARTISTS has concluded 
a "preliminary deal" with Kingsley 
and Charles Ward's Rockfield 
label, involving the release next 
month of two albums on a new 
label, initially to be called 
"Rockfield/UA". How this effects 
Rockficld's label deal with RCA - 
which, according to a company 
spokesman, is still operative - was 
unclear at prcsstimc. 

The two LPs issued on January 
23 on Rockfield/UA are by 
Cardiff group Hobo, currently 
louring the UK with Budgie, and 
Barry Melton, onetime guitarist 
with Country Joe and the Fish. It 
will be Hobo's debut album. 
Melton's third us a solo artist 
(although his previous outings, for 
Vanguard and CBS, " were 
apparently not released in Britain). 

UA acts have used the 
Rockfield studios in Monmouth, 
South Wales, extensively over the 
past five years, and a&r chief 
Andrew Lauder told Music Week 

that almost every band the 
company has signed records there 
— including Hawkwind, Man, Dr. 
Feelgood, Motorhead and the 
Neutrons. Lauder calls it a 
"natural progression" to be 
working with Kingsley and Charles 
Ward in releasing Rockfield disc 
product. "Kingsley and 1 have had 
a long creative relationship based 
upon the importance of developing 
local talent," he continued, "and 
the recent emergence of a string of 
South Wales-based artists, all of 
whom have recorded at Rockfield, 
like Man, Dave Edmunds and 
Andy Fair weather-Low has proved 
is correct. We both feel that in the 
future we can build up an 
impressive catalogue o I 
UA/Rockficld acts." 

Kingsley Ward and his brother 
Charles have over the past seven 
years built up the Rockfield 
studios from a barn-located, 
two-track operation to one of the 
busiest 24-track outfits in the 
country. 

EPC 80835 on 
ORDER FROM CDS ORDER DESK 
TolOI 3002165 CBS/WEA/A& M 

Oiiiiibuiion Coni'o Bailby Road London IV10 

(December 22, 1965) 

WITH BEATLES, Cliff Richard, 
The Seekers and Ken Dodd's Tears 
and 1 he River, EMI takes position 
1-5 in RR Top 50 Chris 
Black well stales Island responsible 
for ten percent of distribution of 
Spencer Davis hit, Keep On 
Running EMI drops Friday 
Spectacular programme on Radio 
Luxembourg with two-hour grand 
finale show on Christmas 
^ John Lennon's father Fred 
debuts on Lye with That's Mv 
Life. J 

(December 26, 1970) 

CBS PLANNING February lauiu 
o i m i d - p r i c c Harmon 
line possibility of EMI gainii 
total control of MFP und 
discussion with joint owners, tl 
International P u b 1 i s h i i 
Corporation Mike Evert 
appointed RCA head of a&r  
Philips, Roy Tempest appoint" 
pop ^ product manager Muni 
Jerry's In The Summertime ( 
Pye's Dawn label named by BMI 
as Britain's best-selling single 
1970. 
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SUPt'RTRAMP WERb' presented with individual gold discs for their Crime 
of the Century album by A&M Records at a parly following their recent 
tour appearance in London. (Left to right) Richard Da vies, Richard 
Hodgson, Dougic Thomson. Bob C. Ben berg, Dave Marge re son (manager), 
John Deacon (A&M commercial director), Ken Scott (producer) and John 
Anthony He Hi we 11. 

Cliwi Silwiii 

leaves CiS 
THREE MONTHS after rejoining 
CBS as marketing director. Clive 
Selwood departed from the 
company last week. He left on 
Wednesday evening following the 
arrival in London earlier the same 
day of CBS International president 
Dick Asher, the UK company's 
former managing director. 

"I have been given no reasons 
for being asked to leave and the 
matter is now in the hands of my 
solicitor," Selwood told Music 
Week. Selwood was re-engaged by 
CBS in September as a marketing 
consultant through his Sherwood 
Management company on a 

one-year contract. He had 
previously worked for CBS under 
Asher before leaving to join UK 
Records. 

In the last three months, 
Selwood has re-shaped the CBS 
marketing department and during 
the same period the company has 
enjoyed number one hit singles 
with Hold Me Close by David 
Essex and Art Garfunkcl's I Only 
Have Eyes For You and has 
initiated chart activity for Bruce 
Springsteen and Sailor. 

Sclwood's responsibilities have 
been taken over by Jack Morey, 
Commercial Director. 

Whitman TV LP 

campaign and tour 

IN WHAT will be one of the first 
record TV campaigns of 1976, 
United Artists is next month 
promoting a Very Best Of Slim 
Whitman LP in five markets: 
Anglia, Granada, Trident, ATV and 
Scotland. The 20-track album 
carries a suggested retail price of 
£2.79 (£2.99 for cassette and 
cartridge), and UA is maintaining 
normal dealer margin throughout 
the promotion. 

The mid-January commercials 
will go out in four of the five TV 
markets for two weeks in either 
30-sccond or 45-sccond 
configurations; ATV will carry the 
ads for one week but at double 
strength. UA is providing retailers 
with substantial point-of-sale 

support, in the form of large Slim 
Whitman display cut-outs picking 
up (he theme of the LP sleeve, 
colour posters and streamers. The 
cut-out is intended as a window 
centrepiece. 

The Very Best Of Slim Whitman 
(UAS 29898) includes the singer's 
1974 UK hit. Happy Anniversary, 
plus his earlier favourites. 

United Artists has timed its 
campaign to link up with 
Whitman's extensive tour of 
Britain, which takes in 32 venues 
throughout the country during 
February and March and climaxes 
with a London Palladium show on 
March 21. The singer was last here 
late in 1974. 

Nationalist songs on new 

Scots budget-label album 
A NEW label Clan, aimed directly 
at Scottish record buyers is being 
developed by Damon t Records, 
producers of the Stereo Gold 
Award budget line for F.W. 
Wool worth. 

First release on the new label, 
which will be generally available to 
the trade, is an album of Scottish 
nationalist songs by the Clansmen 
entitled Freedom Scotland 
Freedom (CAL 101). Retailing at 
£1.99 it is being distributed in 
Scotland through Clyde Factors. 

It comprises both traditional 
songs with new lyrics and original 
material and the sleeve carries a 
letter of endorsement from 
Scottish Nationalist MP Winifred 
Ewing. 

Monty Presky, Damont 
managing director commented, 
"We arc going to sec if the 
Scottish market is as good as they 
say it is. If sales arc worthwhile, 
we already have some other ideas 
to use for further development of 
the Clan label." 

Ml OEM's two 

galas to be 

inter national 
THERE WILL be just two galas at 
the 1976 MIDEM, each with five 
artists of "international standing" 
and, for the first time, not 
selected on a national basis. This is 
announced by MID EM 
international manager Xavicr Roy. 

He said the Paris-based KCP 
(Koski Cauchois Productions) 
artist-management firm is 
organizing the galas, which arc to 
be held in a new marquee, with 
graded seating. Each performer 
will sing just four or five numbers. 

On the commercial side, he said 
most stand space has already been 
booked, with the Palais des 
Festivals auditorium and the old 
administrative offices being used 
for the first time. Administration, 
press and other facilities have now 
been transferred to Malmaison, 
next door to the Palais. 

The tenth Midcm is expected to 
attract 5,500 participants and 
more industry seminars arc being 
held than before. Among firms 
holding conventions: Warners, 
RCA, Intersong and EMI. The 
festival organizers group F1DOF is, 
as usual, holding its congress there, 
and there is also to be a 
symposium of international music 
industry lawyers. 

Among newcomers: the city of 
Quebec, which has booked stand 
space separate from Canada. And 
Polydor International, absent last 
year, is back for the 1976 event. 

Roy explained that Midem has 
been fixed this year to run from a 
Friday to the following Thursday 
to prevent early departures for the 
weekend break and to enable 
participants "to put in a full 
week's work". 

Major push 

for Harvest 

Heritage 
HARVEST IS carrying out an 
extensive promotion campaign on 
its mid-price Harvest Heritage 
series in an effort to establish it as 
a major mid-price label. This 
follows the release of albums by 
Edgar Broughton and Kevin Avers 
on the label which according to 
label manager, Stuart Watson, have 
been selling well 

Releases scheduled for the new 
year include. Odd Ditties, from 
Aycrs which is a collection of his 
singles and tracks previously 
unreleased, from the archives at 
Abbey Road studios. There will 
also be catalogue from the Third 
liar Band, Pete Brown, Barclay 
James Harvest, Forest, Mark 
Almond and Southern Comfort. 

The promotion will include the 
supply of posters and window 
display kits to a number of dealers 
in major towns backed up by 
advertising on commercial radio 
rock shows and editorial and 
competitions in local newspapers. 
Box sets of the albums are to be 
sent to press and radio stations 
aiming at features on the product. 
In addition a pamphlet is being 
prepared to familiarise dealers, and 
the media, with all the past 
Harvest acts. 

Music Week will not be 
published on January 3. 
The first issue for 1976 
will be dated January 10. 

mm 

BAY CITY ROLLERS foiled by Staples Singers Let's Do It 
Again in Billboard from having the Christmas v/eck Number 
One with Saturday Night in all three American 
trademags not only CBS International chief Dick Asher, 
but also group president Walter Yetnikoff a surprise 
London visitor last week previously unsuccessful on 
Bell, Suzi Quatro's Can The Can about to be reissued on Big 
Tree in America Pye chairman Louis Benjamin and 
Vogue chief Leon Cabat with wives on African safari 
holiday awaited from MFP, announcement regarding 
future of Sounds Superb label. 

THE WHO'S recent American tour grossed three million 
dollars, according to Variety, with the group taking nearly 
1.6 million dollars but Frank Sinatra's 30-city 
eight-country tour of 140 performances made an estimated 
gross of £4 million — not bad for 60-year-old as 
chairman of Record iMcrchandisers, L. G. Wood replaces 
Ken East Jan Arnold, secretary to Pye producer, Terry 
Brown, working Christmas week in cabaret at Talk Of The 
Midlands, Derby, as singer-impressionist. 

AFTER RECENT BBC-2 one hour "commercial", K-Tel 
m.d. Ian Howard reported orders for 60,000 Perry Como 
albums processed the next day ......Trojan a&r manager 
Eddie Airey in Jamaica seeking new reggae material a 
daughter, Nancy, for Moodie's Ray Thomas and wife 
Jill......DJM publishing division has four of seven songs in- 
Oppknocks songwriting contest final BCR's Wouldn't 
You Like It album went gold in Australia after two days 
trading Tony Roberts, Dave Bridger, Mike Mansfield and 
Barry Perkins joint owners in racehorse called Supersonic 
Mike. 

ON A&M's staff is a Deacon (John), a Cannon (Tony) and a 
Deane (Mike) - but no plans to launch a religious 
label not only Nat Joseph, but also Ember chief Jeff 
Kruger irked by omission from MM's top companies' 
listing.,....in Los Angeles, Nicky Chinn and Mike Chapman 
signed American band Exile, for RAK release and have 
produced and part-written for Capitol, LP by Bo 
Donaldson and the Hey woods 12 copyright clearances 
required before Dickie Goodman's American best-seller 
could be released here with lyrics which feature other 
artists and their best-sellers - but on his Mr, Jaws and 
Other Fables album, 98 master cuts and copyrights had to 
be okayed before release, so far only in 
America......statement awaited from Alan A. Freeman 
regarding future plants. 

SOLID GOLD FOR SALE!! 

12 monster hits for only£l-50 
(£1-99 on tape) 
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In-store plays: 

dealers to pay 

AN IMPORTANT change in 
Performing Right Society policy 
regarding the licensing of 
performances of copyright music 
in retail shops and stores is 
announced this week. 

Under the law of copyright, 
such performances in places where 
the public has access, requires a 
licence from the Society. Until 
now, the Society had waived its 
right to licence these performances 
when they took place in shops 
where the purpose of the 
performance was limited to the 
demonstration of records, or 
musical instruments, radios or 
television sets. 

Now. the Society says, the 
reasons for this policy are no 
longer supported by today's 
circumstances. 

So, from January 1, 1976, 
voluntary exemption ceases and 
the Society's licence will be 
required by all retailers on whose 
premises copyright music is 
performed, and that is regardless 
of the category of goods being 
sold. It is also regardless of 
whether the performances arc for 
the purpose of demonstration to 
prospective customers or not. 

There is just one exception. 
Where performances arc given in 
soundproof booths, or through 
individual headphones with only 
one customer hearing the product, 
the Society will waive its rights 
and not require a licence. 

Annual royalty for background 
of demonstration music is 13 
pence per square metre, or 1.2 
pence per square fool, of the sales 
floor area where the music is 
audible to customers. The 
minimum charge, annually, is CIO. 

So, the Society says, an average 
small retailer will pay something 
less than 20 pence a week for 
unlimited performances. 

The reasons for the Society's 
change of heart are first that the 
recording industry is now large 
and well-established, and no longer 

needs the special support given 
when it was in its infancy. 

Second, retailing of recordings, 
on disc and tape, and of the 
equipment, is now organized on a 
different basis to the past. Musical 
goods are sold in all kinds of 
shops so that the Performing Right 
Society finds it difficult to 
distinguish clearly and fairly 
between shops where music is 
played for demonstration, or 
where the performance has a wider 
use, or audience. 

Third, composers' incomes 
today are so eroded by inflation 
that the Society can no longer 
justify waiving its rights in what, it 
says, has "become a significant 
volume of unlicensed 
performances." 

Sanyo blank 

tape launched 
SANYO IS the latest company to 
launch its own brand of blank tape 
onto the market although 
promotion for the new cassettes is 
being kept in a low-profile. Reason 
for the lack of publicity drive is 
that the company is confident the 
tapes will sell well enough through 
the Sanyo sales force. 

First C-60 and C-90 standard 
low-noise cassettes hit the market 
this, week and are available from all 
Sanyo outlets. However dealers can 
only order in boxes of ten. John 
Wren Sanyo's deputy managing 
and sales director, commented: 
"Although blank tape is a new 
departure from Sanyo we still have 
an 11 percent share of the portable 
cassette and radio-cassette market." 

New number 
NICK HEATH and his brother 
Tim, who manage Pilot, have 
moved to Apartment 2, 44 Baker 
Street, London W1M IDA (01-935 
9358). 

Everyone at 

LAREN FOR MUSIC 

Would like to take this 

opportunity of wishing all our 

friends and associates in the 

record companies a very merry 

Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year. We thank them 

for their continued efforts 

and assistance in making 

1975 a very successful 

year for us 

Green goodies 

for the New 

Year from 

Precision 
NEW YEAR marketing plans from 
Precision include an m-o-r 
tape-only series supported by a 
radio and press campaign and a 
"green goodies" in-storc 
promotion for the hundred 
lop-selling tapes. 

The new tape scries. The Night, 
the Music and . . . features major 
Pyc recording artists Pctula Clark, 
Dcs O'Connor, Lena Martell, Sacha 
Dislcl and Jackie Trent in 
late-night listening vein, and 
although retailing at full-price the 
tapes will all have 25-tracks. In 
addition there will be a various 
artists' compilation and the scries 
will be available in both cassette 
and 8-lrack. 

Promotion line-up includes a 
nationwide radio campaign, as well 
as national and consumer press 
advertising. Dealers arc also to be 
supplied with consumer leaflets 
and point-of-salc material. In 
addition there will be window 
stickers and mobiles for the 
Precision "green goodies" 
named from the green packaging 
of the tapes. 

Tapes featured in the campaign 
are from Precision's Top 100. 
Object of the phrase, green 
goodies, is to encourage consumers 
to identify strongly with Precision 
tapes. 

U.S. royalties 

system 'unjust' 
* ....^-onrl-n-hnlf or three. 

by PETER JONES . 
DESCRIBED AS "archaic and 
unjust", the American system ol 
flat-rate mechanical royalty 
payments is coming in for heavy 
criticism by British publishers. 
They arc dismayed to see that the 
system is likely to be perpetuated 
in new copyright legislation 
currently being discussed in the 
U.S. 

In the U.S., mechanical royalties 
are paid at the rate of two cents per 
work, irrespective of the length of 
the work or the selling price of the 
record. Since this basis has been in 
operation for decades, it amounts 
to a massive devaluation in 
publishing and songwriting incomes 
from record sales. 

Continental European publishers 
are the most indignant about the 
American situation because while 
mechanicals on an album sold in. 
say, Germany are paid at the rate of 
eight percent of the retail price, 
German copyrights on records sold 
in the U.S. receive only two cents. 

Publishers in the UK hope the 
discrepancy between the UK and 
the Continent will be ironed out by 
an increase in the British 
mechanical royalty rate of S/a 
percent. But the signs arc that the 
most publishers can hope for in the 
U.S. law revision on copyright is an 
improvement from two cents to 

D 

THE HEAVY Metal Kids have 
signed a five-year recording deal 
with Rak Records. The group was 
previously with Atlantic, which 
will continue to issue their 
product in the United States. Most 
goes into rehearsals with the group 
in January, and the following 
month will be recording them with 
the Rak mobile near Paris. The 
Heavy Metals Kids' first Rak single 
and album are expected in April. 

UNITED ARTISTS Music and 
Records to distribute Jet 
Records in the U.S.A with the 
exception of Lynscy dc Paul 
product which, by prior 
arrangement, is being released on 
Mercury. For the rest of the 
World, Jet has concluded a 
licensing deal with Polydor UK 
and Polydor International. The 
recently formed Jet Music 
publishing company has concluded 
a deal with United Artists Music 
to administer and handle Jet Music 
throughout the world. The 
company has also signed, as 
writers on long term contracts, 
Jeff Lynnc and Roy Wood. Jet has 
also signed new group, Widow 
Maker, featuring Ariel Bender and 
Steve Ellis. 
STEPHEN JAMES has concluded 
an exclusive worldwide recording 
contract with John Foster, 
manager of Dennis Waterman. 
Detective Sgl Carter of The 
Sweeney tv series. A single, 
written by Waterman, is to be 
released in the New Year on DJM, 
PRECISION HAS picked up the 
tape rights for Charly, the 
recently-formed company which is 
reissuing product from the Sun 
and Red Bird catalogues. Initial' 
releases will be available in 

tape-only format, which will not 
duplicate material on record. 

First tape product will be 
available in the New Year and 
Precision a&r manager, Dave 
MacDougald, is working on 
25-track compilations built around 
Sun recordings made by Johnny 
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Charlie 
Rich and Carl Perkins, as well as a 
country music series. In addition 
there will be collections by the 
Shangri Las and Dixie Cups (from 
Red Bird) and Jeannie C. Riley, 
Hank Ballard and Ben Peters from 
the Plantation label. 

Charly also has the rights to a 
number of recordings made by 
Gcorgio Gomelsky in the Sixties 
and there will be a Yardbirds 
Greatest Hits tape. Commented 
MacDougald". "There are no plans 
at the moment to issue Charly's 
present albums on tape in their 
present format, but a number of 
tape-only releases are planned, all 
retailing at full-price," 

BELFAST'S EMERALD label has 
signed a long-term licensing deal 
with the California-based 
So undbird/Shady brook company. 
First product is due out in Britain 
next month and will appear on 
Emerald's Mint offshoot. 

The deal was negotiated by 
Emerald managing director Mervyn 
Solomon and Soundbird's Joe 
Sutton. Prime acts with the U.S. 
outfit arc the Mystic Moods whose 
instrumental Honey Trippin' single 
has sold strongly on import in the 
UK for the past six months and 
Bobby Vee, who recently hit the 
comeback trail in America. 
Emerald, which is distributed by 
Dccca, is releasing Honey Trippin' 
on Mint (CHEW 3) on January 2. 
Two weeks later, it will issue Bobby 
Vec's Loving You (CHEW 4). 

The Mystic Moods single will be 
lagged by Dccca with a special 
'Disco Double' identity, intended 
to point out that the single's 'B' 
side Midnight Snack, is considered 
to be as strong as the official 'A' 
side lor discotheque airings. 

two-and-a-half or three. 
Bert Pratt, managing director of 

the MCPS, told Music Week that 
consideration is being given to the 
possibility of the MRS writing to 
the American Music Publishers' 
Association with an offer to make a 
submission in support of a better 
U.S. mechanical rate to the 
Kastenmeier judiciary 
sub-committee. 

British publishers express 
"amazement" that for a country so 
progressive and internationally 
active in music, it is an anomaly 
that the U.S. should have such 
"unjust" copyright laws. 

It is pointed out that only one 
major "developed" country is 
worse than the U.S. in terms of 
mechanicals - and that is Canada, 
where the law requires only two 
cents per side, dating from the days 
of 78rpm recordings. 

Said Pratt: "Not since Chappcll's 
Bill Rickelts had discussions with 
the registrar of copyright and the 
NMPA in America has the British 
publishing industry taken any 
direct action to improve the 
mechanical royalty situation." 

He added that until quite 
recently some American publishers 
were accepting even less than two 
cents a work because of the keen 
competition to get recordings of 
copyrights. Record companies have 
often offered to use a song on an 
album providing the publisher 
accepted less than two cents. 

The MCPS has already 
strengthened publisher safeguards, 
in Canada by helping set up the 
new Canadian Musical 
Reproduction Rights Agency, a 
body equivalent to the MCPS, 
under the sponsorship of the 
Composers. Authors and Publishers 
Association. 
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GUY PAINE has succeeded Capital 
Radio's John Whitney as chairman 
of the Association of Independent 
Radio Contractors. Paine is 
managing director of Radio 
Victory, the Portsmouth 
commercial radio station, and 
lakes up his new role from 
January 1 when Whitney retires. 

Paine's appointment is amongst 
several changes to be announced 
by ' AIRC in the New Year 
tollowing meetings during the last 
month about the re-structuring 
and review of the role of AIRC. 
MEN EL LI MODI has been 
promoted to manager financial 
analysis at CBS replacing Alan 
Terrcy who has relumed to 
Australia in a new expanded role. 
Modi will report to David Black 
and will have reporting to him 
financial accounts assistant, Frank 
Ellis. 
WARWICK DOUGHTY has joined 
CBS replacing Modi as systems 
accountant. 
BESS COLEMAN has resigned as a 
director of Tony Barrow 
International and from Tony 
Barrow Management. She joined 
the public relations firm five years 
ago. Colcman is to be retained as a 
freelance next year to continue 
handling the Buy City Rollers. 
Bess Colcman can in future be 
contacted at 01-693 0275- 
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Fill Hi 

Old Mike's 

Almanac 

for 1976 

ONCE AGAIN Mike Hennessey presses jaded eyes to his crystal 
ball and takes a red-rimmed look at what the New Year has in 
store for the music industry. 

... 

,r 

i 
Vi 

i 
i 

m .'V 

MARCH: EMI inaugurates new policy of lavish 6p.m. nostalgia concerts al 
Talk Of The Town From Rush Hour With Tore and gets instant hit 
with (Had All Over coupled with Slim You Singers by Misses Meals, 

SEPTEMBER: Sensational new 
Oerman double act of Curd 
Heevning und Will Kurm storms 
British charts with Ell Build .4 
Stairway To Paradine. 

January 

Nine more people write to 
MW claiminu to have written 
My Way   Andrew Bailey 
simultaneously appointed 
music consultant to four 
magazines and t wo 
encyclopaedias, made a&r 
manager of the Vienna 
Symphony Orchestra. Master 
of the Queen's Musick and 
speech-writer for Charlie 
Gillett   BBC Radio I 
slashes needletimc and signs 
Marcel Marccau for 13-week 
series   EMI announces 
that the Music And Life Of 
Cliff Richard is to be 
serialized in War Cry   
Unmistakeable Arabic flavour 
creeping into Radio I 
programmes with signing of 
ex-Caroline dj Simon Burnous 
  Uproar in MPS as Cyril 
Shane cry of "maseltov" is 
misinterpreted as a call to gag 
the Secretary  Trendy girl 
publicist Anne Dout organises 
fleet of coaches to deliver 
press releases as first class 
postage soars to 34 p per 
letter  Ml OEM's Palais des 
Lestivals evacuated after Irish 
delegation distributes product 
packages to stands. 

February 

Persistent rumours that EMI 
is leaving Gerry Oord   
Brian Mulligan refutes 
complaints about errors 
creeping into Music Weep  
At reunion of former 
members of British big band, 
trumpeter Harold Luff asks: 
"Vic who?"   John Conteh 
enters film business to make 
a series of Boxa shorts   
Son born to Gerry Oord 
unexpectedly christened Mike 
as priest drops him in font 
  Ace enterprencur Bob 
Krass launches new trade 
paper. Week Music   After 
three-month run at Talk Of 
The Town. Don Estclle and 
Windsor Da vies to be 
followed by Mrs Mills, Harry 
Sloneham. the Shadows. 
Roger Whit laker and Manuel 
and his Music of the 
Mountains   Trendy girl 
publicist Anne Dout 
maintains coach-borne PR 
service and is named Miss 
Carriage of 1976   
Government moves into disc 
business as Michael Loot 
launches Private Sock 
Records and releases . the 
Mikardo. 

March 

After 1PC announces relative 
circulations of its weekly pop 
papers. Ray Cole man 
comments: "If ycui'vc got 
friends like that, who needs 
NMEs?"   Mr Yamani 
appointed senior Radio 1 
producer after sheikh-up at 
BBC   EMI launches 
special incentive scheme for 
dealers offering first prize of 
a week's holiday at the 
I n ter co n t inen I a I, B eirut 
second prize of a two-week 
holiday for two in a 
stationary Dutch train and 
third prize of two tickets for 
the annual MPA Christmas 
luncheon   Controversy 
over authorship of My Way 
continues as Chinese Kung-Tu 
specialist claims he originated 
song in Hong Kong as 1 Did 
Hit Mei Weh (,  Andrew 
Bailey appointed creative 
director of Africa   
Indignant record-buyer writes 
to Virgin Records to complain 
thai he can't gel his turntable 
spindle thr ugh holes in their 
discs. 

April 

EMI uses brain scanner on 
Talk 01' The Town audiences 
- but gets to no readings   
Eire al Decca House generates 
first hot single to come from 
Albert Embankment in 
months. Sir Edward's order 
for regular fire drill 
misunderstood and 14 
employees dismissed   Plan 
to feature Linda Lovelace in 
sequel to Jaws expected to go 
down very well   With 
arrangements by • Nelson 
Riddle. Quincy Jones and 
Robert Earnon, the Luton 
Girls Choir, the Berlin 
Philharmonic and a girl 
backing trio to Elizabeth 
Schwarzkopf. Maria Callas 
and Annelise Rothenbcrger, 
the massed bands of the RAE 
and Andrew Bailey as 
consultant, Pye expected to 
call the new Max Bygravcs 
album, Can'taffordilany- 
longermax  Brian 
Mulligan announces that 
installation of electronic 
typesetting machine will put 
an end to mispints in Mucous 
Weed. 

May 

New sequel to Jaws reported 
to bo bringing in California 
race riots and to be called 
Walts Jaws. Ed Stewart turns 
down leading role because of 
difficulty in pronouncing title 
  Peter Jones refutes 
suggestion that his bitter 
attack on capital punishment 
has anything to do with 
Michael Aspel   Trendy 
girl publicist Anne Dout. 
being cheeky and well-reared, 
is hired by BTM Records  
EMI version of Get It Up l or 
Love by Soft Machine flops 
  After signing Dana 
Gillespie and Eaith Brown, 
Pye launches new budget 
scries. Bust Charters   
Music Week swamped with 
enquiring confidential letters 
from music publishers 
following a misprinted story 
referring to "the new Dolby 
nose reduction system"   
Irish entrepreneur Seainus 
Doyle launches Brogue 
records for distribution 
through Boots   To 
counter Buckingham Palace 
award. BP1 introduces the 
Industry's Award Eor Queens. 

June 

Trendy girl ■ publicist Anne 
Dout phones from Windmill 
Records to say she's never 
clothed   Dublin record 
chiefs bewildered as 
newly-formed Irish Record 
Association declared 
proscribed organisation by 
UK Government. Members 
decide to change name to 
United Disc Vendors   
Little Miss Muffel writes to 
Music Week to claim tint she 
was the first to write 1 Did 
Eat My Whey   New group 
front Doors claim they are 
tired of being knocked. 
Switch to Bell Records in 
hope of getting claps   
BBC disc jockeys indignant at 
instruction that they must 
kneel every sundown and 
bow towards Eric Morley  
Virgin Records charged under 
Trades Description Act after 
cassette tape found to be 
perforated   Music Week 
switchboard jammed by calls 
from record buyers who 
complain they can't gel into 
record shops because of 
knee-deep carpet of sor 
similes. 

July 

Bob Crewc teams up with 
Irish entrepreneur Seamus 
Doyle to launch Crewe-Doyle 
productions but releases 
omitted from BBC playlisl on 
grounds that product is not 
sufficiently refined   Two 
record personalities tie in 
the voting for the Industry's 
Award Eor Querns. Settled 
by duel with handbags at two 
paces   Brian Mulligan 
offers a signed photograph of 
Andrew Bailey to anyone 
who spits a loteral in Mucis 
W^£k   I ire alarms ring 
unexpectedly at Decca House 
and Marcel S tell man 
immediately writes an English 
lyric. But loo late 
Jonathan King has already 
covered n   Trendy girl 
publicist Anne Dout phones to 
say thai since joining Brewer 
Music she seems to have got 
stout   Incredibly lethargic 
tycoon lakes over exclusive 
Mayfair club to launch 
Britain's first Les A fair. 

August 

Warner Music Show on tour 
of Europe doubles last year's 
success and loses .C 100,000 
 Jonathan King writes in 
to condemn critics who pan 
everything and follows up 
with cover version of Dave 
Edmunds' 1 Hear You Knock 
King   Radio Luxembourg 
Drama Society scores 
resounding success with Alldis 
and Evans Too   Peter 
Jones reported to be at work 
on yet another sequel to Jaws 
which involves a colony of 
giant killer sharks who are 
terrorized by music publishers 
  Ace entrepreneur Boh 
Krass launches Tlumderbox 
Records from an office in 
London WC with cover 
version of In Eor A Penny 
 Sun newspaper stimulates 
interest in girl singers by 
running contest to see which 
of them has the biggest hits 
  Max Bygravcs appointed 
musical consultant to Andrew 
Bailey. 

September 

Br + &n MuPigfan in cysts 
Iil7rt"Is are d'in=n*sh&ng in 
Moose Whip   Jonathan 
King's renewed efforts to 
have 45 rpm records released 
with single till? described by 
trade as one-sided Michael 
Parkinson interviews Michael 
Parkinson on the Michael 
Parkinson TV show about his 
book on Michael Parkinson 
and gets excellent review in 
Sunday Times by Micahcl 
Parkinson   Dismayed by 
declining share of album 
market. EMI signs new a&r 
team Ron Coe, Kay Tell and 
R. Kaid   John Conteh 
launches new publication on 
American heavyweights called 
Black EgOS   Trendy girl 
Anne Dout phones from One 
Up Records to say she's 
pregnant  ' Ian Ralfini's 
Ankle Records trios to move 
in on the Boots market with 
corny album by Little feet 
which gels into upper reaches 
of charts 

October 

Dana Gillespie writes in 
praise of Jonathan King's 
campaign against hypercritical 
pop writers and says she will 
give no support to knockers 
  And Sacha Puvc, head of 
Bona Records writes in to 
support Jonathan King's idea 
of eliminating one side from 
a single "as long as it's the 
front side"   After Max 
Bygravcs alleged to have thrust 
aside a man trying to sell a 
stolen violin accessory outside 
stage door. Jock Jacobscn 
dismisses as "impossible" 
newspaper story headed "Max 
Pushes Bow Tout"   Bob 
Kr ass's Thuiulerbox label 
folds al ter product panned by 
critics lor not being 
sufficiently lavish for the 
chain stores   Eric Varley 
launches Lame Duck Records 
but dealers complain first 
batch of pressing are all 
quacked. 

November 

Shropshire retailer nominated 
for Billboard trendsetter 
award after actually buying a 
single in 1976   Meanwhile 
Music Week office almost 
deserted with all reporters 
out investigating give-away 
singles story   Larry Pace 
campaigns for four-sided 
records and says: "A do like 
to be B side the C side. 1 D 

  Crcwe-Doyle 
production venture dismissed 
by music press as fuelhardy. 
Seamus Doyle retaliates by 
threatening music press: "Oil 
rig your charts."   Major 
dispute between Elect Street 
newspaper and orchestra 
director who claims he didn't 
realise girl reporter had 
Rupert Neve console hidden 
in bra at time of interview 
  Roddy Shaslvoua 
pro mis he sh to move 
Museschpo to new premishesh 
outshide Lash Vcgash next 
ycar   Irendy girl publicist Anne Dout phones from Lame 
Duck Records to say she's 
been goosed. 

December 

After new Commons debate 
on capital punishment, 
Government decides to 
restore death penalty on 
limited scale just for 
producers of "humorous" 
Christ mas records, people 
who claim to have written 
My Way and people who talk 
through Blossom Dearie's act 
  Brian Mulligan sends case 
of brandy to printers and 
delighted to find all errors 
eliminated in Mus-hic! Week 
  With reporters still 
out researching give-away 
singles story. Music Week 
office like bare with sor Ed 
  Cyril Shane B side 
himself with indignation at 
Aside in Tom Dooley  Sid 
Bernstein fills Shea Stadium 

and decides he's got to lose 
weight   With drastic 
cut-buck of free booze Ironi 
record companies, Hennessey 
goes home sober and bites his 
dou. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 

iPCCSii F&M 1976 

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN THE BUSINESS 

and very special thanks to— 

BMG CROSBY 

"That's What Life Is All About" 

(MW singles & album charts) 

ALEX HARVEY 

"Delilah" (MW singles & album charts) 

TOM JONES 

titles on "The Tenth Anniversary Album" 

(MW Gold LP Award) 

ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK 

titles on "His Greatest Hits" (MW Gold LP Award) 

MILLICAN & NESBITT 

title track on "Everybody Knows" 

(MW Silver LP Award) 

SHIRLEY BASSEY 

"Doesht Anybody Miss Me"from"The Shirley Bassey 

Singles Album" (MW album charts No. 2) 

for having made 1975 such a good year! 

Sincerely, 

LFS REED 

and Gloria Bristow, personal assistant 
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'NOW LOOK Whittle, I'm the one who docs the praying around here 

  "I'M OFF to find mc another 
BEFORE I leave, I'd like to introduce you to your new managing Flton^ - and bring him back 

director and head of A&R." alive. 

■ 

n 
m M . : 

m 

m WELL. JOE, I ve always said that jiving will come back oneday. 
tm 

0. 
mm MM r# 

' H ,V 

\ 
SORRY MY halo isn t quite straiglit, but I have to fly with Paul McCartney's royalties before the bank closes. 

■- m       

4 

\ \ 
THANK YOU tor bringing mc the salt, but could 1 

trouble you for the pepper as well." x MUSIC WHAT? Never heard of it. 

\ 

S 

f 
I 

J 
M- i, . v \ 

V/r rj^r 

& 

4 WF. DON'T believe in dressing formally here at State, you know, 
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'SO THIS is what they mean about getting the lion's 
share, Roland?" 0011, YOU two arc awful - but I like you.' 
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TOP SELLING ALBUMS 

FOR 1975 

DECEMBER 30th 1974 -DECEMBER 5th 1975 

Highest 
position 

Weeks 
in Title Artist Producer Label 

1 

reached 

1 

chart 

37 THE BEST OF O Stylistics Hugo/Luigi Avco 9109.003 

Bell SYBEL 8001 
2 1 33 ONCE UPON A STAR O Bay City Rollers Phil Wainman 

Tom Dowd 

Richard & Karen 

Warner Bros. K 56151 
3 

4 

1 

1 

16 

23 

ATLANTIC CROSSING© 

HORIZON # 

Rod Stewart 

Carpenters 
A&M AMLK 64530 

Arcade ADEP 16 
5 1 13 40 GOLDEN GREATS# Jim Reeves "" 

Arcade ADEP 12 
6 22 11 ELVIS PRESLEY'S 40 GREATEST HITS O Elvis Presley — 

Virgin V2001 
7 2 50 TUBULAR BELLSO Mike Oldfield Oldfield/Newman/Hey worth 

8 1 46 ELTON JOHN'S GREATEST HITS O Elton John Gus Dudgeon DJM DJLPH 442 

9 1 23 VENUS AND MARS# Wings Paul McCartney Apple PCTC 254 

10 3 50 THE SINGLES 1969/1973© Carpenters J. Daugherty/R&K Carpenter A&M AMLH 63601 

11 1 7 40 GREATEST HITS O Perry Como - K-Tel NE 700 

12 2 23 CAPTAIN FANTASTIC# Elton John Gus Dudgeon DJM DJLPX 1 

13 3 50 SIMON & GARFUNKEL'S GREATEST HITS Simon & Garfunkel Simon & Garfunkel CBS 69003 

14 1 19 20 GREATEST HITS# Tom Jones - Decca TJD 1/11/2 

15 1 25 HIS GREATEST HITS# Engelbert Humperdinck - Decca SKL 5198 

16 4 45 ROLLIN' O Bay City Rollers Bill Martin/Phil Coulter Bell BELLS 244 

17 3 31 THE ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK # lOcc 10cc Mercury 9102 500 

18 2 11 FAVOURITES# Peters & Lee John Franz Philips 9109 205 

19 7 50 THE DARK SIDE OF THE MOON O Pink Floyd Pink Floyd Harvest SHVL 804 

20 1 14 GET DANCING Various Artists - K-Tel NE 307 

21 2 20 GREATEST HITS# Cat Stevens - Island 1LPS 9310 

22 1 12 WISH YOU WERE HERE # Pink Floyd Pink Floyd Harvest SHVL 814 

23 2 20 THE SHIRLEY BASSEY SINGLES ALBUM# Shirley Bassey - United Artists UAS 2928 

24 5 46 BAND ON THE RUN Q Paul McCartney & Wings Paul McCartney Apple PAS 10007 

25 21 18 LIVE ATTREORCHY# Max Boyce Bob Barrett One Up OU 2033 

26 1 27 PHYSICAL GRAFFITI Led Zeppelin Jimmy Page Swan Song SSK 89400 

27 1 15 SOULED OUT Various - K-Tel NE 508 

28 1 25 ON THE LEVEL# Status Quo Status Quo Vertigo 9102 002 

29 3 12 ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR # David Essex Jeff Wayne CBS 69160 

30 5 15 THE VERY BEST OF ROGER WHITTAKER # Roger Whittaker Denis Preston Columbix SCX 6560 

31 1 7 WE ALL HAD DOCTORS PAPERS # Max Boyce Bob Barratt EMI MB 101 

32 8 23 ONE OF THESE NIGHTS Eagles Bill Szymzyk Asylum SYLA 8759 

33 3 23 STRAIGHT SHOOTER# Bad Company Bad Company Island 1 LPS 9304 

34 SAMPLE CHARLEY PRIDE Charley Pride Victor SAS 1005 

35 2 25 THE MYTHS & LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR # Rick Wakeman & The ERE John Cleary A&M AMLH 64515 

36 12 38 BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER Simon 8t Garfunkel S&G/Halee CBS 63699 
37 1 24 STARDUST Soundtrack - Ronco RR 2009/10 
38 4 16 CRIME OF THE CENTURY# Supertramp Ken Scott A&M AMLS 68258 
39 5 19 SHEER HEART ATTACK# Queen Roy Thomas Baker/Queen EMI EMC 3061 
40 6 29 AND 1 LOVE YOU SO O Perry Como Chet Atkins c 

RCA Victor SF 8360 
41 12 37 HIS 12 GREATEST HITS # Neil Diamond - MCA MCF 2550 
42 4 25 CAN'T GET ENOUGH# Barry White Barry White Pye 20th Century BT 444 
43 5 18 THANK YOU BABY □ Stylistics Hugo/Luigi Avco 9109 005 
44 16 27 THE BEST OF BREAD Bread - Elektra K 42115 
45 4 16 BLUE JAYS# Justin Hayward & John Lodge Tony Clarke Threshold THS 12 
46 14 16 24 CARAT PURPLED Deep Purple - Purple TPSM 2002 
47 10 25 COP YER WHACK FOR THIS # Billy Connolly Bill Martin/Phil Coulter Polydor 2383.310 
48 6 23 ROCK 'N' ROLLD John Lennon John Lennon/Phil Spector Apple PCS 7169 
49 4 16 BLOOD ON THE TRACKS □ Bob Dylan - CBS 69097 

Epic EPC 63578 
50 4 21 THE BEST OF TAMMY WYNETTE D Tammy Wynette Billy Sherrill 
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