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Tiff opts 

for early 

retirement 
by PETER JONES 

AT A special meeting of the council 
of the Music Publishers' Association 
last week, held to son out problems 
arising from recent resignations at 
top level, MPA secretary, Dave 
Toff, suggested his own resignation 
be effective immediately, instead of 
his originally-planned retirement at 
the end of the year. 

This was accepted after council 
members had heard Toff say the 
resignation would be in the interests 
of the MPA as well as himself. He 
added that the "events of the past 
weeks" were doing neither 
association nor himself any good. 

Toff, full-time secretary of the 
MPA since 1972 and a former 
president, is 75. Following the 
announcement of his retirement, 
Dick James, president, and Cyril 
Simons, senior council member, 
resigned from the MPA (Music 
Week, March 19) as a result of what 
James described as "increasing 
unpleasantness'' among 
membership over Toffs end-of- 
year departure. 

James said there had been 
resentment within the MPA that he 
and Simons had broached the 
subject of retirement to Toff at this 
year's MIDEM. He added: "As 
president, I was in a difficult 
position of having to look out for 
the future of the MPA and also have 
consideration for a lifelong friend." 

Following acceptance of Toffs 
immediate resignation, the council 
asked Dana Joscphson, assistant 
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SOUL GOES silver, gold and platinum! Ending his sell-out tour of Britain on a 
high note, David Soul collects six commemorative discs for UK sales of his 
recent Private Stock releases. The presentations were mode by EMI group 
director records. L, G. Wood (back row, flanked by the ladies of Private 
Stock). In the front row are Tony Mocauley, writer and producer of Don't 
Give Up On Us and Going In With My Eyes Open, Soul and Private Stock 
president, Larry Uttal. 

Single play cassettes 

to hit 50,000 outlets? 
by BRIAN MULLIGAN 

A RADICAL new scheme to expand 
the volume of hit 45s by retailing 
single-play cassette versions costing 
66.5p mainly through untapped non- 
record outlets is near completion. 

The scheme is being developed by 
a London company, Simurg, which 
is planning to launch the Mystic Bird 
cassette label at the end of May. An 
initial release of 10 titles is envisaged 
and although no major companies 
have yet made a repertoire 
commitment. Simurg m.d. Matt 
Royds told Music Week that he was 
hopeful of clinching a first deal 
shortly, probably with Phonogram. 

Simurg was set up 18 months ago 
and has been involved in marketing 
a tape language course, promotional 
flimsy records and also operates as a 
talent agency. Royds has a 
background of marketing and 
advertising. 

Arrangements for duplication 
have been made with a London firm 
and the major incentive, Royds 
feels, for the record companies to 
participate in his scheme is that he 
has a deal with I.mperial 
Distribution, pan of the Imperial 
Tobacco Group, to service about 
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Doubles dominate top titles 

by ADAM WHITE 
RECORDING ARTISTS' flirtation 
with double-albums, which has 
aroused mild interest in previous 
years, now seems to be developing 
into a passionate affair. 

Discounting repackages of 
previously-issued material, there arc 
three doubles (Status Quo, Evita, 
Stevic Wonder) in this week's LP 
top 20, and a further four (Neil 
Diamond. Diana Ross, Led 
Zeppelin, Peter Frampton) located 
lower on the charts. 

Imminent albums from Emerson, 
Lake & Palmer, Marvin Gaye and 
the O'Jays arc doubles, as may be 
the Rolling Stones' final recordings 
for Atlantic. EMI's Beatles At The 
Hollywood Bowl was. at one point, 
considered as a twin-pack, and 
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though this no longer seems likely, 
the Paul Murphy package of the 
group's Hamburg repertoire is 
certain to spread over two LPs. 

All these augment relatively recent 
doubles from Dionne Warwick and 
Isaac Hayes, the Average White 
Band, Bing Crosby and Elton John 
— not to mention the Wings Across 
America triple — plus a pair of 
'popular movie soundtracks, Car 
Wash and All This And World War 
II. 

While manufacturers offer 
various reasons for this proliferation 
of twin-packs, it is clear that 
'recorded live' is the key element. Of 
the 18 doubles detailed above, no 
less than 11 are on-stage recordings. 

Clearly, artists are arguing that 
the full glory of their in-person 
appearances — the excitement, the 
atmosphere, the repertoire — can 
only be captured across four sides of 
vinyl, not two. A number of them 
may also recognise that a 'live' 
double is one of the best means of 
fulfilling the terms of an old 
recording contract, prior to 
negotiating a new (and generally 
more expensive) one. 

But record companies do not 
appear to be resisting cither, or 
both, rationales, nor arc consumers 
shying away from the high price tags 
which doubles inevitably carry. "If 
the musical concept is valid, then 

people will find the money to buy 
two-disc sets," claimed Ken 
Maliphanl, marketing director of 
Phonogram. He argued thai 'live' 
sessions such as the Status Quo set 
fall into the valid category, where a 
twin-pack of 20 new and perhaps 
unconnected songs by an artist may 
be merely self-indulgent and a 
deterrent to sales. There is no doubt, 
in his view, that artists arc more 
project-oriented today, and look to 
doubles to present their projects 
properly. 

But. Maliphanl admits, two- 
record packs involve extra handling 
costs in production. They do not 
 TO PAGE 4 

Power Exchange 

goes to Selecta 
CHANGING OUTLETS for the 
fourth time in little more than two 
years, Power Exchange has signed a 
new pressing and distribution deal 
with Decca's Selecta arm. It is 
effective from April 1, and the retail 
trade is being mailed with details this 
week. 

Handling the label since 
September last has been Phonodisc, 
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Eurovision in UK 

still a possibility 

by JOHN HAYWARD 
IF THE BBC can solve its dispute 
with the outside broadcast 
cameramen by tomorrow 
(Thursday), there is still a chance 
that the imperilled Eurovision Song 
Contest can go ahead from Britain. 

The Thursday deadline was set by 
the European Broadcasting Union 
after an emergency meeting in 
Geneva last week, during which 
possible alternative arrangements 
were discussed. 

Head of Eurovision programme 
services, Clifford Brown, told Music 
Week on Monday: "We have set a 
deadline for March 24, after which 
we will have to decide on something. 
"There may be a possibility of 
postponing the contest until after the 
BBC dispute is settled. Talks with 
other European countries are going 
on at the same time." 

A BBC spokesman commented 
that arrangements arc going ahead 
as normal for the staging of the 
contest at the Wembley conference 
centre on April 2. 

About a possible rescheduling of 
the competition until after the 
outside broadcasters' dispute was 
settled, he said that the feasibility of 
this idea was in doubt. It would 
affect the release of the songs and 
their sales — especially, in Britain, 
those of Lynscy De Paul and Mike 
Moran's Rock Bottom — and upset 
hotel and venue bookings would also 
present a problem. 

Saturday's televising of the 
university boat race by the outside 
broadcast cameramen could be read 
as a hopeful sign, but the BBC 
points out that strike decisions have 

been made at half an hour's notice, 
and that nothing could be certain 
until the show was actually on the 
air. 

On Monday afternoon the chief 
officers of the ABS were in 
conference, discussing the progress 
of negotiations, and were 
unavailable for comment. The BBC 
confirmed that talks were still going 
on with the union. 

The giant cost of staging the song 
contest and the enormous 
organisational problems combine to 
make it unlikely (hat another 
country could take on the 
competition by April 2. 

Clifford Brown stated that three 
other countries were pitching for the 
contest, but declined to say who they 
were. He also confirmed that there 
has been some cross-border support 
for the ABS by the various 
European broadcasting unions. 

Annan 

calls for 

more radio 
THE ANNAN Committee's report 
on the future of broadcasting, 
published on Thursday (24) will call 
for more local radio stations, with 
emphasis on Scotland. The 
committee recommends that the 
control of local radio should be 
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Import service from Anchor 
..... i-. «Vr»m i hi» nn.«ihiliiv of I 

AN INVENTORY of almost 12,000 
albums on various ABC-associaicd 
American labels fills Anchor 
Records' new warehouse premises 
and launches its new import service 
for retailers. The basic stock 
originates from, the Backbeat, Blue 
Thumb. Command, Dot, Duke. 
Dun hill. Impulse. Paramount. 
Peacock, Songbird, Bluesway and 
Westminster Gold labels. 

The initial consignment arrived 
last week at the warehouse, which is 
adjacent to Anchor's Wardour 
Street offices in W.l, and dealer 
enquiries arc to be taken through the 
main company switchboard 
(01-734 8642, ext. 56). 

The new venture is under the 
direction of commercial 
development manager, Alan Wade, 
and production manager, Mike 
Nicholas. Wade, referring to the 
comprehensive catalogue of imports 
which he has been responsible for 
putting together, said, "We would 
welcome calls from dealers who 
want a copy. It took a great deal of 
lime and research to produce, and it 
cost a fortune as a result, but it is an 
excellent collection of information 
— about records which dealers can 

be sure arc legally available in this 
territory, with all questions ol 
royalties and so on taken care of by 
Anchor." 

Examples of what is available arc, 
on Impulse, Quincy Jones, John 
Coltrane, Colcman Hawkins; on 
Peacock, the major gospel label, the 
Dixie Hummingbirds and the Mighty 
Clouds of Joy; and on Dot, Billy 
Vaughn, Count Basic, and a 
collection of well-known country 
artists, including Tony Overstreel 
and Red Steagall (both of whom arc 
appearing at the annual Country 
Music Festival at Easter). 

The catalogue will be updated 
periodically, and the records are to 
be marketed via Anchor's new 
specialist van salesmen. Large walk- 
in vans will act as mobile 
showrooms-cum-stockrooms, with 
dealers in the two sales areas 
(London and the South, and 
Midlands and the North) able to 
select from the racks in large or 
small quantities when the van calls. 

Wade pointed out that the whole 
specialist service was a way of 
regularising an import trade in 
albums on these specialist labels, 
and freeing dealers from overpricing 

and from the possibility of finding 
themselves unwittingly outside the 
law. "These albums have been 
coming in via various small 
importers," he said, and dealers 
have had to sell them at around 
£4.75 because they had to buy them 
for well over £3. They can get them 
from us at £2.50 and sell at £3.99 (so 
remaining competitive), and they 
know that it is a completely straight 
operation offering LPs wholly 
owned by ABC. Also, we offer a 
continuity of supply." 

De- Lite to 

Contempo 
CONTEMPO RECORDS is now 
handling America's De-Lite label in 
the UK: it was previously with 
Polydor. The first two singles under 
the arrangement, both soul hits in 
the US at present, are Kool & The 
Gang's Super Band (Contempo CS 
1001) and Crown Heights Affair's 
Dancin' (1002). The records, which 
launch a new Contempo numerical 
series, are available from this Friday 
(25).   

Janis Ian, noted for her sensi- 

tive and introspective lyrics, has an estab- 

lished reputation as one of America's pre- 

mier performers and songwriters. Her new 

album, "Miracle Row," leaves no doubts as 

to why this reputation is so richly deserved, 

Q 

1 

f Y/ 

\ 

\ 
in* '.'vW 

/- 

52R 

here with their two large 
ANCHOR'S sp£C/ALISnJa fwe?London ''instant order deliveries''van. In 
regional vans and the smaller, I we • / development manager, Alan 
charge of the new service is company commercial 
Wade (fourth from left). 

NEMS, Immediate 

licensed to RCA 

UNDER A licence deal concluded 
this week, RCA is to market and 
distribute product on the NEMS and 
Immediate labels in the UK. Gerry 
Oord, RCA managing director, 
completed the agreement with 
Patrick Median and Vic Lewis of 
NEMS, and it goes into operation 
immediately with a single by 
Australian singer Jeff Phillips, titled 
Somebody's Stolen My Thunder 
(NES 101) released on Friday (25). 

Apart from Phillips, who is to be 
seen on UK television next month in 
the Rolf Harris shows, artists whose 
singles will be handled by RCA in 
the near future include new wave 
band. The Boys (supporting John 
Cale on his forthcoming UK tour); 
and Ray Cane. ex-Honeybus lead 

vocalist, whose single. The Losing 
Game, is to be released in 
conjunction with a British Safety 
Council Campaign. 

All Black Sabbath albums m the 
NEMS catalogue will also be 
available through RCA in June, in a 
major catalogue campaign 
incorporating a new Immediate 
series of Greatest Hits albums by 
Chris Farlowe, Humble Pie, Small 
Faces, P. P. Arnold, Amen Corner 
and the Nice. The campaign is being 
put together by RCA UK product 
manager David Rozella, with NEMS 
managing director Peter Knight. 
Future recording plans include 
albums and singles from Marianne 
Failhfull and a new West Indian 
band. Ivory. 

Calendar joins Circle 
TWO SMALL independent record 
companies have united for greater 
penetration of the market. Circle 
Records, based in" Chiswick and 
started by Reg McLean last 
November, has joined up with Don 
Lawson's Calendar Records: the 
first product through the new liaison 
is issued this week. 

Calendar was formerly licensed to 
Creole Records and distributed by 
EMI, but since joining forces with 
Circle, distribution has been via 
Selecta. An LP by Sol Rave. Come 
Home Love (Calendar DAYL 001) is 
released on Friday. Future material 
includes a single by Marie Pierre. 

called Super Boy; You're My 
Destiny by Handbag; and other 
records by the Cool Notes and 
Norman Beaton of TV's The Fosters 
fame. 

Reg McLean said. "In future 
Calendar will be based with us at 89 
Chiswick High Road, W.4. There 
are various reasons for us working 
together, including the fact thai the 
two companies had a lot in common. 
The new partnership should give us a 
much stronger promotion and 
marketing approach." 

Joining the new Circle/Calendar 
(01-994 8571) line-up is Jane Stirling 
who will be involved in marketing. 

Ma® 
(March 23,1967) 

PYE LAUNCHES A&M label under 
its own identity with Herb Alpcrl's 
Casino Royalc single   Lulu 
switches to EMI with release of first 
Mickie Most-produced single The 
Boat That I Row   Engelbcrt 
Mumpcrdinck celebrates four weeks 
at Number One with Release Me 
  Somcthin' Stupid by Frank 
and Nancy Sinatra makes 
first Top 50 entry at position 25  
Rex Oldfield lakes over 
responsibility for EMI pop 
repertoire as domestic and licensed 
product divisions are amalgamated 
and S. Bccchcr Stevens leaves the 
company — reporting to Oldfield 
are Roy Featherslone (marketing). 
Peter Prince (promotion). Jack 
Flo rev (repertoire controller) and 
John Sncll (licensed repertoire) 
EMI takeover bid for Grade 
Organisation. 

m© 
(March 25. 1972) 

MGM CLOSE to acquiring 
remaining 51 percent stake in FD&H 
  City Editors speculating that 
EMI about to become subject of 
takeover bid, with Thorn, Rank and 
Philips-ATV as possible contenders 
  Polydor announces signing of 
three-year deal with American soul 
label Dakar, which includes Chi- 
Lites   former Record 
Merchandisers m.d. Ian Miles 
returns to record industry as owner 
of Deacon budget label. Industrial 
Commercial Plastics pressing 
factory and King Street Records- 
wholesale and retail company   
Frank Weimhrop. Disney European 
music director, resigns to live in 
Spain   Department of Trade 
figures show industry sales topped 
£40 million for first time in 1971 
  Fog On The Tyne by 
Undisfarne gives Charisma a 
number one album. 
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For ms Etak radc i rail 

by ADAM WHITE 
ROCK & roll is showing subsiamial 
sales strength in 1977. two decades 
on from its heyday and after several 
other "revivals" over the years. As 
Phonogram's TV-backed Chuck 
Berry package nears the end of its 
chart run. Multiple Sounds 
Distributors has moved on to the 
small screen with Living Legends, a 
24-irack collection of the Evcrly 
Brothers' early hits for the US 
Cadence label. Capitol currently 
reports strong action (sales around 
the 10.000 mark and increasing) for 
its recent "best of Gene Vincent 
album, and United Artists is 
anticipating a warm welcome for 
Fats Domino's 20 Greatest Hits, a 
new release. 

Charly, meanwhile, continues to 
rework repertoire from the rock and 
roll years, and shortly hopes to 
clinch a deal for the vintage Ace 
catalogue. And Polydor is seriously 
considering a Connie Francis 
compilation, boasting Fifties classics 
such as Stupid Cupid and Lipstick 
On Your Collar. 

This time around, no "rock 
revivals" arc being reported in the 
media, though Tony Palmer's 
television scries. All You Need Is 
Love, is certainly keeping the history 
of popular music in the public eye. 
The fact that record companies are 
repackaging rock and roll in 
thoughtful and well-annotated 
fashion — leaving tracks in original 
mono, employing specialists to 

suggest contents and provide full 
sleeve notes — may also have some 
bearing. In the last significant burst 
of r&r activity several years ago, 
such considerations were frequently 
absent, and the results deterred 
many collectors and casual buyers 
alike. 

Some firms, too. arc making 
genuine attempts to unearth 
previously-unrcleased, or at least 
very rare, recordings. For example, 
Warner Brothers — whose TV- 
advertised album featuring post- 
Cadence Evcrly Brothers repertoire 
earned a silver disc last year — has 
apparently discovered some 20 to 30 
unissued tracks by the pair in their 
vaults. 

Multiple Sounds' Evcrly 
collection originates from America's 
Janus company, which holds rights 
to the Cadence material (licensed 
previously in the UK to 
Phonogram). The new deal was 
negotiated between MSD managing 
director. Ian Miles, and Janus chief, 
Tom Bonetti. in February, after 
lengthy discussions with Arcade 
broke down. The album (Warwick 
WW 5027) includes the original 
versions of Wake Up Little Susie, 
Bye Bye Love, Bird Dog and All 1 
Have to Do Is Dream (the brothers 
subsequently re-recorded some titles 
for Warner). 

The TV campaign for Living 
Legends began in the Anglia region 
last week, kicks off this week in 
Trident, and moves across the rest of 
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TELEVISION PERSONALITY William Rush ton, Polydor recording artiest 
Moggie Ryder, CTI/Kudu label manager Bob Clifford and Thumb Gallery 
owner Francis Kyle admire an off-camera exhibit at the Jazz Landscape 
photographic exhibition, opened last week in London's West End. It displays 
the original prints used for the' CTI/Kudu labels' album covers, as 
photographed by Pete Turner. 

Argo MIA hat trick 

-IE SELECTION of thcWatership 
awn 4LP bo.x-sei as the best 
ok en word recording of 1976 in 
e MTA Awards, to be presented 
xi month, gives Argo the first 
ace in this section for the third 
inscculivc year. 
Not only has A\rgo won the 
tproval of the MTA judges three 
ars in succession, the recordings 
lected have also notched some 
jnificant sales in an area not 
Ticrally recognised as producing 
bstantial volume. 
The 1974 winner was a four- 
bum box set The Hobbit read by 
icol Williamson, which sold 5,000 
ls in the UK and a remarkable 
,000 sets overseas. In 1975, Alec 
uinncss reading the poems of T.S. 
iot on two LPs was chosen as the 
st recording and this went on to 
II 3,200 sets in the UK and 2.000 
-crseas. Watership Down has 
ssed the 3,000-sei mark - and 
-crseas sales are still awaited, 
rticularly from the US where it 
is only recently been released. 
"These arc the sort of figures that 
any pop artists would be pleased to 
hi eve and prove that spoken word 

albums arc no longer only small 
sellers," commented managing 
director Harlcy Usill. 

Beano band 

name stays 
SONG FOR Europe entrants Beano, 
a four-piece Liverpool band whose 
new single. Everybody Knows, has 
just been released by Dccca, arc to 
retain their name despite objections 
from the D. C. Thomson newspaper 
group. The latter had claimed it 
already owned the name Beano. 
which is the title of a popular 
children's comic magazine, and was 
taking a court injunction to restrain 
the group from using it. 

But Beano's manager, Robin 
Carcw said this week; "The position 
is that we can use the name so long 
as it isn't for any kind of 
merchandise such as T-shirts and 
badges. The band has been using 
Beano for three years now, but the 
fact that they were one of the 
contestants in the Song For Europe 
show has obviously spotlighted the 
name," 

the country next week. Palmer's All 
You Need Is Love features a 
complete episode on the Evcrlys on 
April 2. and Multiple Sounds may 
take special commercials that 
evening, even though company 
policy is to ignore weekend 
advertising. 

United Artists' Domino album 
launches an extensive re-issue 
programme featuring the much- 
respcctcd New Orleans rock and 
roller, who arrives in London soon 
for two New Victoria concerts on 
March 27. The first two volumes. 
The Fat Man (UAS 30067) and Ain't 
That A Shame (UAS 30068). of a 
six-volume "definitive" Fats 
Domino Story arc scheduled for 
May 6 availability, with the other 
four to appear later this year. Each 
of the albums contains 16 tracks, 
and has been specially compiled by 
John Broven, author of Walking To 
New Orleans, with UA label 
manager, Tim Read. 

The prolific United Artists project 
was prompted by a belief in 
Domino's historical importance, 
and by a decision to rationalise his 
catalogue, for Europe — where the 
artist registers steady sales (around 
300,000 units across various LPs in 
recent years) — as well as for 
Britain. A previous Domino double. 
Legendary Masters, sold some 
30.000 copies in the UK since its 
April. 1972, release. 

More vintage repertoire is likely 
from UA (his year, probably 
embracing recordings by Shirley & 
Lee. Smiley Lewis and Amos 
Milburn, among others. Eddie 
Cochran and Rick Nelson may also 
figure in the company's future 
repackaging plans. 

TV warning 

over rock 

song lyrics 
THE PRODUCER of Granada 
Television's new teen pop series, 
which will be networked- every 
Wednesday evening at 6.30 p.m. 
from April 6, has warned that many 
new record releases may be 
unsuitable for inclusion, on grounds 
of lyrical content. Muriel Young 
pointed to Bonnie Tyler's More 
Than A Lover and Mr Big's Romeo 
as two singles which would be turned 
down. She told Music Week, "We 
hA-e a duty to young viewers' 
parents and what they might read 
into the lyrics of some of the songs". 
From this week's releases. Young 
commented, six records arc viewed 
as "suitable" for the age group 
liable to be watching the series, 
entitled Gel It Together. 

The Granada show will run for 13 
weeks, and feature three acts each 
week. Dead End Kids. 
Showaddywaddy and Berni Flint are 
due for the first programme, 
followed by Twiggy, the G Band and 
Billy Ocean on the second. 

As yet, Get It Together is the only 
TV scries planned by independent 
companies for the spring and early 
summer. The last Supersonic is 
being recorded on March 29. Muriel 
Young has another show planned 
for the autumn, the Blue Jean Set, 
which will be a straight pop show. 
Get It Together is being presented by 
Roy North and Linda Fletcher; the 
former is currently signed to EMI as 
a recording artist, and there arc 
hopes that the programme signature 
tune, sung by North, will be released 
on either EMI or Granada's own 
label, depending on the contractual 
arrangements. 

Muriel Young, who in the past has 
produced Lift Off, Shangalang and 
Arrows for Granada, as well as 45, 
says that the new show will be a 
blend of quizzes and live musical 
items from guesting artists. 
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RISQUE LYRICS look like causing a problem again — not only 
Granada tv pop producer Muriel Young unhappy about certain 
pop singles, but Radio 1 not loo enthused over content of Mr. 
Big's Romeo ... en route to world domination, Ariola of 
Munich planning to open London office soon to pick up 
independent productions . . . after EMI and now undignified 
A&M climbdown, will any more UK record companies risk 
contribution to Sex Pistols improving bank balance? ... the 
word in Glasgow is that Scottish TV anxious to secure services of 
Clyde's Andy Park as head of entertainment to replace LWT- 
bound David Bell . . . Roslav Szaybo, CBS art director and 
frequent MW sleeve design competition winner has a selection of 
his LP covers on view at Polish Cultural Institute from March 26 
. . . after surprisingly poor performance, is Paul McCartney 
regretting UK release of Wings Maybe I'm Amazed single?. 
MIKE STANFORD'S Cream company captures EMI pop 
repertoire advertising account, formerly with Lonsdale Osbourne 
... for a future tv project, Polydor has persuaded Frankie Laine 
to re-record all his old hits ... a welcome sight on a wet Monday 
morning, invasion of MW offices by three lovely Dubonnet 
demoiselles, with appropriate refreshments, in company with 
promotion man Stuart Gensian, as part of Decca-Dubonnet 
collaboration to push their products through record shops and 
clubs... for ex-Rocket pressgal Caroline Bouchier and husband 
Robert a daughter, Kate . . . some outrageous costumes, 
including Rocky Horror Show gear, disported by industry 
personalities at a farewell fancy dress party thrown by Peter 
Sibley, who departed Polydor International London office to 
join Barry Krost's management company. 
CHRIS YATES of Air Services tipped as first managing director 
of Thames Valley Radio . . . Heatwave declined offer from 
Tavares to share top-of-bill duties on alternate nights of tour — 
group prefers to be followed ... for personal appearances 
during spring and summer David Hamilton being sponsored by 
French drinks firm Ricard — will he advise disco visitors west of 
Plymouth to drink Cornish pastis? . . . Elton John's manager 
John Reid advances status in arts world by appointment to 
council of National Youth Theatre — for which EJ has played 
five charity concerts. . . strange but true — upper half of 10-feet 
Barry White cutout spirited away during Pye's liberally- 
victualled welcome to the star at Carlton Towers. 
AN AWARD for tenacity to Anchor promotion men David Hill 
and Tim Prior who started work on Billy Davis-Marilyn McCoo 
hit six months ago — but much embarrassment among staff that 
singers should arrive for TOTP engagement minus a work permit 
. . . Jonathan Morrish, of CBS press office in hospital after 
motorbike accident, and EMI staff photographer Peter Vernon, 
also out of action with head injuries following an accident . . . 
Alan Edwards of New Wave publicity wishes it to be known that 
his Christian name is not John, as reported, and that he does 
charge a retainer. 
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A&M backs Green 

over Pistols firing 

A&M RECORDS staff this week 
backed up managing director Derek 
Green in his decision to sack the Sex- 
Pistols from the company's roster of 
artists. Main reason for the group's 
sudden dismissal, less than a week 
after signing with A&M, is said to be 
their behaviour after finalisation ol 
the deal. 

This week. Green is taking several 
days leave from the company, on the 
advice of his staff who have told him 
to get some rest following the 
adverse publicity after the Pistols' 
sacking. However A&M s 
commercial director, John Deacon 
said: "The decision was taken by 
him alone, without any pressure 
from A&M in the U.S., or indeed 
anyone else. When Derek Green told 
our parent company of his action, 
they accepted his verdict. We would 
like to make it clear, though, that 
the staff of A&M stand by the 
managing director's action, and he 
has the full support of everyone. 

"At the time that the Sex Pistols 
were signed to A&M we had — and 
still have — a lot of belief in their 

Dave Toff 

retires 
FROM PAGE 1 
secretary, to become acting secretary 
until a permanent successor could be 
appointed. 

At the meeting, vice-president 
Johnson Dyer gave council members 
a detailed resume of the course of 
events. 

He included the disclosure that the 
whole matter had originated with the 
MPA's finance committee on whose 
behalf James and Simons had held 
discussions with Toff at M1DEM. 
The council unanimously endorsed 
the action of the finance committee, 
and James and Simons and 
"deplored rumours which might 
have suggested other motives." 

Under MPA rules, the vice- 
president docs not automatically 
become president. Johnson Dyer 
will hold the reins until the new 
president is elected at the annual 
general meeting of the MPA in 
December. 

music. It is a pity that this has 
happened because we arc sure that 
God Save The Queen would have 
been a hit. Unfortunately the 
group's behaviour since signing with 
the company compelled the situation 
lobe reconsidered." 

Deacon admitted that A&M 
action had caused a lot ol industry 
surprise, particularly in view of the 
fact that negotiations between the 
record company and the Pistols' 
management had been in operation 
since January. He added however: 
"One of the reasons why EMI 
sacked the band was because of 
pressure from other sources 
including the company's 
shareholders. We thought, perhaps 
rather naively, that because we 
would be free from outside 
interference that we could succeed 
where EMI had failed. 

"So far as A&M is concerned we 
have washed our hands completely 
of the matter. As a company we 
have our good name and reputation 
to consider. The point is that we 
believed in the Sex Pistols' music 
and that is why we originally signed 
them. However the master tape lor 
what was scheduled as their first 
single, God Save The Queen, has 
been returned to them and so far as 
the company is concerned, there is 
no further association with the Sex 
Pistols." 

Waiter 

Davidson dies 
THE DEATH occurred last 
Thursday (17) of Walter Davidson, 
general manager of Northern 
Ireland distributors Symphola. He 
was 53 and had been in hospital 
since suffering a severe heart attack 
two weeks earlier. 

Davidson, who joined Symphola 
13 years ago as a salesman, was well 
known throughout Ireland as a 
musician, having led his own band, 
the Melctoncs, for many years. His 
wife Belle was singer with the band. 
Davidson's other interest was soccer 
and he was chairman of the Linfield 
Park social committee. His funeral 
took place on Sunday. 

Congratulations 

Alec Constandinos 

onyoursuccess 

as writer-producer of 

"LoveinC Minor 

onAtlantic 

ATV MUSIC 
24 Bruton Street, Mayfair, London W1X 7DA 

Singles on 

cassette 

planned 
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50,000 outlets, fhese cover, 
newsagents, petrol stations, pubs, 
off-licences, hotels, railway stations, 
motorway service areas and airport 
terminals. 

Royds stresses that Simurg will 
concentrate only on developing sales 
through non-record outlets, leaving 
record companies to supply the 
cassettes to their regular retail 
customers. Simurg intends to offer a 
40 percent dealer margin and within 
the rrp of 66.5 is an amount payable 
to the record companies, which will 
remain responsible for all royally 
payments. Royds feels that the 
possibility of major companies 
seeking to compete with Mystic Bird 
is slight, since he considers it 
unlikely that they could match his 
prices. 

"Even if record companies are not 
too enthusiastic about supplying 
repertoire, and 1 think that at first 
they will suggest suitable titles, 1 feel 
sure the scheme will prove attractive 
to artists and their managers once 
they realise that repertoire will be 
available to more than ten times as 
many retail outlets as there arc 
record shops. It is a scheme which 
requires foresight and judgement 
and from the conversations I have 
had there is no reason for anybody 
to turn it down." 

Dealers meet 

in Coventry 
MESSAGES OF support from the 
West Country, Yorkshire, London 
and Kent have been received by 
Dave Allwood who is attempting to 
form a hew dealer association as an 
alternative to the GRRC. The 
meeting takes place on Sunday (27) 
afternoon at the Allcsley Hotel, 
Allesley, near Coventry. Allwood, 
who runs Kevin's Music House in 
Melton Mowbray. expects a turnout 
of, possibly 200 dealers. If there is 
strong support for the idea, then we 
shall go ahead with other meetings in 
different pans of the country." 
Allwood estimated that about 600 
dealers would need to be recruited to 
make the organisation, with paid 
fulltime staff, function effectively. 

Manticorc wind-up^ 

THE FUTURE of the Manticorc 
Records label set upbyEmerson 
Lake and Palmer m 1971 lookstn 
doubt following the sigiting of bL^ 
to a long-term contract with Atlantic 
Records. 

The three-piece group has a 
double album - Works Volume 1 
- scheduled for release at the end ol 
the month, and Stewart Young o 
Manticorc confirmed that contracts 
on remaining acts on the label arc 
currently being re-negotiated. 

However, neither Manticorc. nor 
WEA who license the label, would 
comment on the possible phasing 
out of the supergroup's brainchild. 

But Young said special 
consideration is being taken over the 
placing of the Manticorc acts so that 
the label chosen for each artist will 
fit the needs' of each individual s 
appeal. In keeping with this 
decision, PFM have already signed a 
pact with Elektra/Asylum in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

The Emerson, Lake and Palmer 

album is the group's first release for 
more than two years. A double set it 
contains a solo side by each member 
and a fourth side featuring all three 
musicians. . . . 

Retailing at £6.99 and carrying the 
catalogue number Atlantic K80009, 
the album will be extensively 
promoted through a scries of two- 
minute commercials for a tortnight 
after release on key rock shows. 

Large-scale music consumer press 
advertising has been booked, 500 
window displays will be mounted 
within three weeks of the release 
date together with browser cards 
illustrating the full range of ELP 
product and a seven-minute film will 
be screened on BBC ty's Old Grey 
Whistle Test to coincide with the 
release date. 

li features a live version of 
Fanfare For The Common Man 
filmed in sub-zero conditions at (he 
Olympic Stadium. Montreal, 
Canada. 

Annan report out 
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taken away from both the BBC and 
1BA. saying that at present, "local 
radio is in a mess". Criticisms arc 
levelled at the 1BA for "betraying its 
trust", and the stations are scorned, 
with the report adding that many of 
them had "flagrantly failed to 
provide what little they had 
promised". 

Regarded by many in the music 
business as ILR's flagship, Capital 
Radio comes in for some specific 
criticism, with the committee noting 
thai it is financially successful, but 
the opposite of what a local radio 
station should be. "The output is so 
full of music and jingles that the 
advertisers have a hard time trying 
to beat the station at its own game." 
Capital's managing director John 
Whitney is wailing for the full report 
to be published before issuing any 
comment. 

Other major points from the 
report are that; (1) local newspapers 
should no longer have the statutory 
right to have a share holding in 
commercial radio, (2) the BBC and 
1LR/1TV companies should 
immediately agree to joint audience 
research, and (3) both the BBC and 

independent companies should 
waive their copyright on programme 
information, with the suggestion 
being that a joint radio and 
television programme guide should 
be published. 

The report is less drastic in its 
findings than had been feared, 
although few people envisaged the 
disparaging comments about local 
radio. In the musical field, the BBC 
and 1TV programmes are barely 
mentioned in the report, although 
Annan docs recognise that the BBC 
has contributed a grcal deal to the 
country's musical growth. 'The 
orchestras which the BBC supports 
have improved the quality ol music 
in the regions. Indeed, it gives 
opportunities to musicians in all 
types of music'. 

Franz memorial 
A SERVICE of Thanksgiving is 
planned for John Franz, the veteran 
record producer and a&r manager of 
Phonogram who died last month at 
the age of 54. The Memorial Service 
will be held at the Parish Church of 
St. Martin-in-thc-Ficlds on 
Thursday, March 31. at 12 noon. 

Doubles dominate top titles 
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lend themselves to automation, he 
continued, and require more care in 
quality control. 

Julian Moore. EMI's Motown 
general manager at the time of the 
Slcvic Wonder double-plus-EP, 
Songs In The Key Of Life, echoed 
Maliphant's point about 
production, pointing out that such 
packages have to be bagged by hand. 
Additional costs can be incurred 
through the insertion of any 
booklets, posters and other 
superstar paraphernalia into the 
record sleeves. 

Price was also a concern for 
Moore (now label group manager at 
RCA) with Wonder, as there were 
no similar packages on the market 
with which to make RRP 
comparisons. As it turned out, he 
said, the eventual £6.99 lag seems 
not to have harmed sales, "but we 
were worried at the time". Similar 
worries affected Motown over An 
Evening With Diana Ross (three 
single albums by the singer had been 
released in the previous 15 months) 
and Marvin Gayc's Live At The 
London Palladium (his UK sales are 
solid, but not necessarily solid 
enough to sustain a double). In the 
latter case, the label is hoping to 
overcome the problem by adding a 
brand new Gayc track (some 15 

minutes in length) to the pack's 
fourth side. 

Other companies offer assorted 
reasons for their acts' double- 
albums. With Emerson, Lake & 
Palmer, the records contain one solo 
side by each of the trio's members, 
and a fourth side showcasing the 
group; with Led Zeppelin, the music 
is the complete soundtrack from 
their The Song Remains The Same 
film; Car Wash and All This And 
World War 11 arc complete movie 
scores, too; Dionnc Warwick and 
Isaac Hayes offer solos as well as 

duel work. 
In the repackaging stakes, of 

course, doubles have long been used 
to exploit old repertoire in various 
permutations — and 'old' often 
means price flexibility, something 
which record companies do not 
always have with new superstar 
product. The biggest-selling twin- 
pack in Britain at present is WEA's 
Frank Sinatra compilation, while 
similar sets featuring the Four 
Seasons, Ted Nugent and the 
Amboy Dukes, and the Beatles are 
in the album lists, too. 

Power Exchange lo Seleda 
FROM PAGE 1 
in an interim arrangement mutually 
agreed upon until Power Exchange 
was able to map out its long-term 
p&d requirements. Prior to 
Phonodisc, it was with the 
Enterprise/Tay lor/Clyde 
Factors/Lugtons network (January- 
September 1976) and EMI 
(November 1974-December 1975). 

Negotiations for the new deal 
were conducted by Decca director 
and commercial manager, Bill 
Townsley, and Selecta^ general 
manager, John Roberts, with 
chairman. Paul Robinson, and 
managing director, Pran Gohil, 
representing Power Exchange. The 

latter's European licensing links 
with Phonogram remain unchanged. 

Label product through Selccta 
will maintain the same numerical 
sequence and prefixes as with 
Phonodisc. 

Paul Robinson told Music Week 
that the company plans to issue 
more than 25 aJbums this year, in an 
intensive and care fully-planned 
schedule which begins with a major 
May supplement. This will hinge on 
internationally-known orchestra 
leader, Paul Mauriat, whose product 
has been secured by Power 
Exchange for the UK. Four long- 
players will appear under the slogan, 
"May Ls Mauriat Month". 

PAGE 4 
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New EMI Centre 

construction started 

CD C 
SIN c 

CONSTRUCTION WORK has 
started on the new £25 million EMI 
Centre in London's Tottenham 
Court Road, which will bring 
together under one roof all of the 
company's music and 
enicnainmcnts operations, currently 
scattered in 22 separate locations in 
the capital. The contractor is Bovis. 

When completed in 1980, the new 
headquarters will include offices of 
176.000 sq. ft., car parking, a triple 
cinema, a shopping centre on the 
ground floor fronting Tottenham 
Court Road, and a number of light 
industrial units at the rear. An 
existing open-space threaire will be 
re-housed in new premises on the 
site. The London Borough of 

Camden also proposes to build, on 
part of the site, two blocks of flats, 
providing 175 homes. 

Structurally, the centre will 
consist of an in situ reinforced 
concrete frame with Tuning fork' 
columns at the perimeter. At first 
Boor level, these columns will form 
balconies. The main office block 
will be 12 storeys high, with the car 
park on two basement levels. A 
bridge over Stephen Street will link 
this main office tower to a four- 
Storcy block on the North side of the 
site. 

There will be a landscaped area 
between the main office tower and 
the residential area at first floor level 
over the main entrance hall. 

A Music 
B Leisure 
C Corporate 
D Residential 

Tower 

i d m, y "t 

K VX 

Selecta to 

distribute 

Rediffusion's 

new labels 
WE WOULD like to point out that 
during the last few weeks 
considerable confusion has arisen 
over the editorial comment 
regarding the distribution of 
Rcdiffusion record labels in the UK. 
To clarify our position and for the 
dealers' benefit the following facts 
should be noted. 

Supraphon, Panton, Finnlevy. 
Prelude, Gold Star, Scasharp and 
Dcsmar arc available through our 
Distributors: Lugtons, Taylors 
(Binningham), Record Enterprises 
(Glasgow) and JRG Records 
(Edinburgh). The four new labels 
which will be marketed this month 
arc Legend, Heritage Collection, 
Royale and Aurora. These, together 
with Opus (Czechoslovakia) will be 
distributed exclusively through 
Selecta. Swedish Discofil, 
Norwegian Cultural Classics, 
Norwegian Phonogram, some 
Finnlevy titles, CR1 and Entr'acte 
are obtainable only from 
Rcdiffusion direct. NORMAN 
AUSTIN, Production & 
Distribution Manager, Rcdiffusion 
Records, London Wl. 

ALL THE 
INDUSTRY NEWS 

EVERY WEEK 
IN MUSIC WEEK 

i- 

BILL MAYNARD 

(TV.Star of'Oh no its Selwyn Froggit!) 

HIS GREAT NEW SINGLE IS OUT NOW. 

^Without someone to love! 

STRAY 1. 

On Waif Records • Published by ATV Music Ltd. 

Distributed by H.R.Taylor and Lugtons. 

Ian Gillan 

Band signs 

to Island 
ISLAND RECORDS has signed the 
lan Gillan Band in a onS"16™' 
worldwide recording dcal. ne 
band, comprised of ex-Dccp Purple 
vocalise Gillan. Ray FenwicL 
(guitar). John Gustafson (ba ); 
Colin Towns (keyboards) and Mar 
Nausecf (percussion), has rcc^rc 

and self-produced us first album fo 
the company at Gillan's own studio 
Kingsway Recorders. U ^ill b 
released, under the mlc Clear Air 
Turbulence, on April 15 the UK, 
during which month (and May) 
band will tour Europe. Gillan s band 
moves to Island from Oyster. 

INDEPENDENT PUBLICISTS 
Annette Bickncll and Richard Ogdcn 
have formed a partnership under the 
name Heavy Publicity, which has 
begun operating from new ground 
Boor offices at 15, Great Western 
Road, London W.9 (01-286 8962). 
Assisted by Steve Gilmorc, Bickncll, 
who was handling accounts for 
Heron and U-Boat at the time of the 
merger, and Ogdcn now have a 
roster which includes Ted Nugent. 
Acrosmith, the Michael Chapman 
Band, Dr. Feelgood. Leo Kottkc, 
the 'O' Band, Smokic and Sweet. 

Ogdcn is also moving into 
management with a new company. 
Ozone Management. With partner 
John Scilis, he is handling a new 
band fronted by former Ducks Dc 
Luxe men Andy McMastcr and Nick 
Garvey, named Motors. 

STIFF RECORDS has .signed 
comedian Max Wall, who joins a 
roster which includes the Damned, 
Rockpile and Elvis Costcllo. Wall 
will be featured on a single entitled 
England's Glory, composed by Ian 
Dury of Kilburn & The High Roads, 
set for release on April 1. The B side 
is a Wall work from the Fifties, 

New EMI posts 

for Southall 

and Preston 
BRIAN SOUTHALL and John 
Preston have been appointed artist 
development managers within EMI 
Records' group pop repertoire 
division. Southall moves from the 
post of senior press officer for the 
company's UK labels, and will 
continue to concentrate on the 
public relations and marketing 
aspects of artist development. 
Marketing will also be a prime 
concern for Preston, who joins EMI 
from a-management post with the 
Scottish retail chain, Bruce's. Both 
men, along with artist development 
manager John Bagnall, will report to- 
general manager Paul Walts:. 

EMI has also appointed Glyn 
Evans as international repertoire 
and liaison manager for the group 
pop repertoire and m-o-r divisions. 
He will be responsible for the 
auditioning of EMI overseas 
repertoire for UK release, and for all 
liaison with the repertoire-owning 
territories regarding UK marketing 
and promotion. He will also liaise 
with EMI International on all 
worldwide activity. Evans will report 
to Waits and Vic Lanza, general 
manager, m-o-r division, 

NEW APPOINTMENTS at CBS 
Manufacturing find Phil Race 
joining as executive assistant to the 
division's managing director, 
George Ridnell; Frank Whipp 
appointed a director of the division, 
in which post he will continue to 
manage the tape plant; and Phil 
Raifaizen named director of 
technical operations. 

Race was formerly managing 
director of Island Records' 

5 

Dream Tobacco, now recorded for 
the first time. Producer of the record 
is Dave Edmunds, himself due to 
have a solo album released soon. 
GERRY RAFFERTY. one half of 
the now-disbanded Stcalcrs Wheel 
and composer of their hits. Stuck In 
The Middle and Star, has signed a 
three-year recording deal with 
United Artists. The agreement, 
concluded in the US with UA 
president Artie Mogull, provides for 
one album per year, and Raffcrty 
starts work on his first at Morgan 
Studios this month. 

FOLLOWING A jusi-complcicd 
deal the current album by Five 
Hand Reel on the Rubber label 
transfers immediately to RCA, for 
immediate rc-rcleasc (PL25065). The 
group accompanied Kale and Anna 
McGarrigle on their recent UK tour, 
and is currently playing dates in 
Europe, after which a May-June 
college tour here is planned. The 
deal with RCA is worldwide, with 
immediate availability of the album 
in Denmark and Germany. 

CHARISMA RECORDS has moved 
from Old Compton Street to 90, 
Wardour Street. London W.l (01- 
434 1351). 

PANACHE MUSIC has moved 
from Knightsbridge to 49 Mount 
Street, W.l (01-491 2904). 
JENNY HALSALL Public 
Relations has moved from Garrick 
Street to 11, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C.2 (01-839 6398). 

manufacturing and distribution 
operation, Whipp has been with 
CBS since 1973, and Raifaizen 
moves to his new post from director 
of technical services, CBS Records 
International. Raifaizen, who 
reports to Ridnell, will also act as 
technical adviser to CBS' Dutch and 
Spanish manufacturing plants. 

TIM CHACKSFIELD has been 
named pop marketing assistant at 
Polydor Records, reporting to pop 
marketing manager Gareth Harris. 
He was previously marketing co- 
ordinator. 

GARY MANN has been appointed 
marketing co-ordinator of Pye's 
Precision Tapes division, reporting 
to Clive Sclwood. His previous 
experience prior to joining the 
company included 14 months at 
Phonogram as tape product 
manager, and before that two years 
at Dccca as tape promotion 
manager. 

PAUL BESSELL has resigned his 
position as professional manager of 
ATV Music, which he has held for 
the past three years. His recent 
successes include Brotherhood Of 
Man's Oh Boy, and Bcssell has also 
worked on ATV-handled hits by 
Tavares, Boncy M, Simon May and 
Stephanie de Sykes. His future plans 
arc to be announced. 

JOHN REED has joined Louvigny- 
Marquec Music as professional 
manager; previous experience 
includes publishing and group 
management. 
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Star guests boost 

San Remo Fest 

MILAN - Ri-Fi grouP li0m0 

Sapiens won the 1977 San Remo 
Festival, the final show of which was 
televised live in 20 counir.es and 
included guest appeartmccs o 
international names such as John 
Miles (Decca), Domentco Modugno 
(Caroscllo) and Iva Zaniccht (R'-F''- 

In a surprise move just a few 
weeks before the event, the San 
Remo town council entrusted 
Viuorio Salveiti s Promo bsse 
organisation to handle management 
and promotion for the 27lh- 
song festival. Salvetti staged the 

Biermann move 

to Amsterdam 
AMSTERDAM — Wolf Biermann, 
40, East German poet and singer- 
guitarist, no longer allowed to live in 
his home country after what was 
described as <la sensational and 
provocative" concert in Cologne last 
year, intends settling in Amsterdam. 

He said at a press conference at 
the start of a five-concert tour here 
that he did not wish to stay in West 
Germany "because there is so much 
hate for Communists there" and he 
will not perform there again. 
Biermann, born in Hamburg, moved 
to East Germany at the age of 17. 
but has had many arguments with 
the authorities there because of his 
poems and songs. 

Just before his visit to Holland 
CBS Holland released the double 
album Das Geht Sein Sozialistischen 
Gang, with highlights of the 
Cologne performance which ended 
with his exile. Introduced at the 
Biermann press conference was a 
book of his material, translated into 
Dutch by author Ernst van AJtena. 

Dutch boycott 

Bouber record 
HILVERSUM — Several prominent 
Dutch disc jockeys in Holland have 
decided to boycott the new single De 
Telefoon Huilt Mee, by chart Bob 
Bouber. The song is a highly 
sentimental Dutch version of La 
Telephone Pleure. the Claude 
Francois hit. 

The song is built round a love 
affair involving a man and a 
divorced woman and the woman's 
daughter and the disc-jockeys hold 
that it is too "disgusting" to 
broadcast. Last summer Bouber had 
a number three hit with Voor Niels, 
a similarly sentimental Dutch 
version of the song No Charge. 

Robert Long, a lop singer here, is 
also the victim of a boycott. BRT, 
the national network in Belgium, has 
decided not to play his new album 
Levenslang, because of alleged bad 
languages in some of the songs. In 
Holland this is the fastest-selling 
album of the moment, with sales of 
more than 70,000 chalked up in 
three weeks. Songs from it are being 
featured in a VARA television 
special (May 2). 

three-night event in the Teatro 
Ariston, a larger venue than the 
usual Casino Theatre and 
concentrated on show value, 
allowing the 12 acts taking part in 
the song competition, and the 
guests, to use dancers, special stage 
costumes and other theatrical ideas. 

This year's event \Vas the first ever 
to be transmitted in colour. The first 
two nights had each of the 12 singers 
and groups staging individual 15 
minute acts, including previous hits 
along with their actual festival entry 
songs. These were broadcast live by 
RAI, the national radio network. 

The competition itself was on the 
third night, televised through 
Eurovision, when three acts were 
picked as finalists; Homo Sapiens 
winning with Bella Da Morirc over 
Collage (Saar) and Tu Mi Rubi 
L'Anima and Santo California 
(Yep) with Monica. 

The judging panel had been drawn 
by lot from the Ariston audience and 
through telephone contact with 
viewers. 

Other acts taking part were: 
Si ran a Socicta (Durium), Matia 
Bazar (Ariston), Giardino Dei 
Scmplici (CBS Sugar), Albalros 
(Caroscllo), and solo singers Leonao 
Morelli (Phonogram), Daniela 
Davoli (Aris), Umbeno Napolitano 
(WEA), Donatella Rettore (Edibi) 
and Sanlino Rocchetti (Fonit 
Centre). A package tour featuring 
most of the San Remo competitors 
and taking in several Italian towns 
has already been arranged. 

The guest appearances proved 
very successful this year and made 
up for the lack of popularity and 
name-value of the majority of 
competitors. Some of the non- 
competing acts performed their 
current chart hits; John Miles with 
Remember Yesterday; the Chocolats 
(Saar) with The Kings Of Clubs; 
Marcella (CBS-Sugar) with 
Abbracciati; and Rick Dees 
(Phonogram) with Disco Duck. 

Others introduced their latest 
records for the first time on 
television: Domenico Modugno with 
II Vecchietto; Iva Zanicchi with 
Arriverderci Padre; the Daniel 
Sentacruz Ensemble (EMI) with 
Allah Allah; and Wess and Dori 
Ghezzi (Durium) with Amore 
Amorc. Barry While and Love 
Unlimited staged a show of their 
own. 

On the night following the finals a 
special show was held at the Teatro 
Ariston to celebrate the centenary of 
the invention of the gramophone 
record. It featured Barry While and 
Domenico Modugno, plus singers 
Qgliola Cinquetti and Roberto 
Murolo, classical pianist Roberto 
Cappello, jazzman diet Baker, 
opera singer Mirella Freni, Spanish 
guitarist Pado de Lucia and others. 
This show was filmed by national 
TV (RAI) for showing later this 
year. 

For Ri-Fi, the success of Homo 
Sapiens was a fourth win for the 
company in 10 years. Singer Iva 
Zanicchi took first prize three limes 
(in 1967, 1969 and 1974). The 
winning group comes from Tuscany. 

Hallyday loses 

case to Bechet 
PARIS — Johnny Hallyday, major 
French singer, has been ordered by a 
French court to hand over the 
royalties received from SACEM 
from the sale of 640,000 records of 
his success Noel Interdit to Daniel 
Sidney Bechet, son of the late jazz 
musician Sidney Bcchcl. 

Hallyday's recording was. 

according to Daniel Bcehct, a copy 
of his father's Sobbing And Crying, 
recorded in 1951. After hearing the 
two numbers, the magistrates 
decided there were far too many 
similarities between the two for them 
to be accidental. Hallyday was 
further ordered to pay £5.850 
damages to Bechet. 



Austria's 76 sales 

show expansion 

VIENNA — A survey of xhc biggest 
Austrian record companies about 
1976 results and anticipated sales for 
this year produces a general 
expansion increase of between 12-15 
per cent. 

For Amadeo. Dominique 
Dauphin-Meuniere says: "We 
exceeded our planned turnover in 
1976 by some 24 per cent, producing 
a total £1.6 million. This was mainly 
due to the success of artists like 
Waterloo and Robinson, the 
Worried Men Ski file Group, Roger 
Whittaker, Lolita and Drupi. But 
1977 looks like being a very difficult 
year and it will take a great effort to 
match the previous year's figures, 
but we're looking for a similar 
increase in the fields of easy listening 
and classical music." 

Stephan von Friedberg, of Ariola 
says: "Last year was our best yet 
and the best-selling artist was Peter 
Alexander. For this year I'm 
cautious but optimistic. Pop will be 
in the foreground, while there is a 
virtual saturation point in folk 
music. I don't think classical music 
will be as successful as last year." 

CBS executive Jaroslav Sevcik 
says: "Last year we increased 
turnover by some 20 per cent. Our 
top artists were Bob Dylan. Tina 
Charles, Neil Diamond, Sailor and 
Santana. For 1977 we look for a 

Wsiieke suit 
HAARLEM — Willeke Alberti, one 
of Holland's best-known girl 
singers, has won a law suit against 
the Dutch weekly Panorama. 

Without her permission, the 
magazine published a drawing of 
her, showing her almost nude. Now, 
Panorama has to pay the costs of the 
legal action and has to publish an 
apology to the artist in a 
forthcoming issue. 

further plus of 15 per cent and we're 
wailing on new product from 
Santana and Neil Diamond to pave 
the way." 

Frank W. Beh, of EMI Columbia, 
says: "Our turnover last year was up 
by 10 per cent, roughly the average 
increase in the record and tape 
market. Most successful artists were 
Pussycat, Bay City Rollers, Harpo, 
Elton John, Hot Chocolate, 
Kraftwerk, Otto and Andre Heller. 
This year I would look for a 12% 
increase in records and 20 per cent in 
tape." 

Musica's Franz Wallner says: 
•'Last year's turnover showed 
around 17 per cent higher sales than 
in 1975. We look for a similar bonus 
this year and, apart from a push on 
the pop side, plan a big promotion 
for country and western music. 
We're also going all out on our own 
productions for the Decca label." 

Gerald J. Jacobs, of Phonogram, 
says: "Our best sellers last year were 
Nana Mouskouri, Julio Iglesias, 
David Dundas, Nazareth, Status 
Quo, Procol Harum and the 
Austrian folk-duo Fenneberg- 
Moser. We hope for a sales increase 
this year but expect a higher increase 
in the classical field than in the pop 
scene. We're also hoping for a new 
sound in the industry." 

And Polydor's Erich Turan says: 
"Our sales were under the average 
increase last year of the Austrian 
industry as a whole. Best selling 
artists were James Last, Abba, 
Michael Heltau and Klaus and 
Ferdl. Initially we had looked for a 
bigger success of our folk music 
repertoire and now we're aiming to 
hit that target through an increasing 
use of tv marketing. In the classical 
field we expect similarly good sales 
to last year and like most companies 
fervently hope for a new musical 
trend to come on the pop side." 

Europe's Top Sellers 

W. Germany 
(Courtesy der Musikmarkt) 

1 LIVING NEXT DOOR TO 
ALICE, Smokie, RAK/EMI 
Electrola 

2 SUNNY, Boney M. 
Hansa/Ariola 

3 OH SUSI (DER ZENSIERTE 
SONG), Frank Zander, Hansa 

4 UNDER THE MOON OF LOVE, 
Showaddywaddy, Arista/EMI 
Electrola 

5 ANITA, Costa Cordalis, CBS 
6 IF YOU LEAVE ME NOW. 

Chicago, CBS 
7 LE REVE, Ricky King, 

Epic/CBS 
8 MARLEEN, Marianne 

Rosenburg. Philips/ 
Phonogram 

9 PORQUE TE VAS, Jeanette, 
Polydor/DGG 

10 LIVIN' THING, Electric Light 
Orchestra, U.A./Ariola 

11 TUR AN TUR MIT ALICE, 
Howard Carpendale, EMI 
Electrola 

12 MONEY MONEY MONEY, 
Abba, Polydor/DGG 

14 ROCK AND ROLL STAR, 
Champagne, Ariola 

15 LIEBE AUF ZEIT, Bernhard 
Brink. Hansa/Ariola 

Switzerland 

(Courtesy Der Musikmarkt) 
1 LIVING NEXT DOOR TO 

ALICE, Smokie. RAK/EMI 

2 ANITA, Costa Cordalis, CBS 
3 PORQUE TE VAS. Jeanette, 

Hispavox 
4 IF YOU LEAVE ME NOW. 

Chicago. CBS 
5 SUNNY. Boney M, Hansa 
6 MY LOVE, Rosy and Andres, 

Telefunken 
7 UND ES WAR SOMMER, 

Peter Maffay, Telefunken 
8 CHANSON D'AMOUR 

Manhattan Transfer, Bibo 
9 JEANS ON, David Dundas. 

Chrysalis/Phonogram 
10 CINDY. Peter, Sue and Marc, 

PSM/ Metronome 

Holland 
(Courtesy of Stichting 

Nederlandse Top40) 

1 DON'T CRY FOR ME 
ARGENTINA, Julie 
Covington. EMI Bovema 

2 GO YOUR OWN WAY. 
Fleetwood Mac, Warner Bros. 

3 DON'T SAY GOODBYE. BZN . 
Negram 

4 KNOWING ME KNOWING 
YOU, Abba, Polydor 

5 CARWASH. Rose Royce. 
MCA 

6 CRAZY ON YOU, Heart. 
Arista 

7 VOICI LES CLEFS, Gerard 
Lenorman, CBS 

8 RUBBERBAND MAN. 
Spinners, Atlantic 

9 FAIRYTALE. Dana. Polydor 
10 BIG BEAR BUMP, Ronnie and 

the Big Bear, Philips 

•. •• 

bi-y' ■ 
it 

f 
■■ 

n 

Hi m 

D 

D 
A 

THE NEW SINGLE 

taken from the chart-topping album'Boston'EPC 81611 
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