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Anchor deal 

for Chiswick 

distribution 
CHISWICK RECORDS has 
finalised a two-and-a-half year 
pressing and distribution agreement 
with Anchor, just in time to handle 
this week's release of a limited 
edition 12-inch single from 
Motorhead. 

Entitled Motorhead, the single has 
advance orders of 14,000, all but 
1,000 of which will go out packaged 
in a black and white laminated 
picture cover. The next 7,000 will be 
available with the same design on the 
bag but in seven inch formal, and 
after that the singles will revert to 
the normal white paper cover. 

TO PAGE 4 

MCPS urges Customs 

to name LP importers 

by TERRI ANDERSON 
IN AN EFFORT to stem the 
''colossal flow" of imported records 
which slip through its royally- 
collecting net, the Mechanical 
Copyright Protection Society is 
stepping up pressure on the British 
Customs and Excise. 

Griff Rigby, thcMCPS's full-time 
investigator, said this week that if 
the Customs would co-operate with 
the Society only to the extent of 
identifying the importers, the 
problem would be virtually solved 
overnight. 

However, despite repealed 
requests, Customs — which knows 

Top men to move in 

company reshuffles 

bv ADAM WHITE 
THE SUMMERTIME shuffle of 
industry ' managing directors 
continues, with news of the 
departure of top men from Record 
Merchandisers, World Records, 
B&C/Trojan and Gull. And the 
changes come at a time of intense 
speculation about the future 
leadership of two UK majors. 

Leaving his post as managing 
director of Record Merchandisers is 
James Arnold Baker, who has been 
with the industry-owned racking 
company for five years. He has been 

■ appointed managing director of 
Fisher Price Toys, Northampton. 

Arnold Baker resigned one month 

Lou Reizner 

dies at 44 
THE DEATH occurred at his 
Crowborough, Sussex, home on 
Saturday (25) of record producer 
Lou Reizner. He was 44, and had 
been seriously ill with cancer since 
an operation at Easter. 

Reizner, an American, had been 
living in Britain for about 11 years. 
He was a former staffman of 
Mercury Records, Chicago, but 
since becoming an independent 
producer had made a name for 
himself with two all-star albums. 

One was the re-creation of the 
Tommy rock opera with a cast which 

TO PAGE 4 

ago, but it was not until last week's 
board meeting that it became 
official. He told Music Week: 
"Although I was offered better 
money to make the move, I have 
enjoyed my five years in the record 
industry, and didn't want to leave. 
Unfortunately, certain assurances 
regarding the running of Record 
Merchandisers were not 
forthcoming, and we were not able 
to reach agreement about my 
slaying." 

Arnold Baker's departure date 
remains to be decided, however, and 
no announcement has been made 
about a successor. _ ^ „ 

TO PAGE 4 

the firms involved and collects duty 
on the hundreds of thousands of 
discs brought in each year — has 
refused to co-operate because it is 
bound by a section of the Official 
Secrets Act, Now there is a distinct 
possibility that the law may be 
altered or rescinded, and the MCPS 
is for the first lime publicly staling 
its dissatisfaction with the one-sided 
arrangement whereby Customs can 
and does demand the names of those 
importers who do pay the correct 
royalty to the Society (in order to 
collect a further duty from them on 
the royalty stamp) but will not help 
the Society to collect from illegal 
importers. 

The imports come mostly from 
the US, because so far it has been 
impossible to negotiate a reciprocal 
royalty arrangement between Britain 
and the US. These arrangements 
exist with European countries where 
royalties are collected by the 
copyright society of that country 
and sent to Britain, and vice versa. 

But for the vigilance of the MCPS 
and the willingness of British 
manufacturers to conduct their 
business properl>, the American 
situation and its much lower 
mechanical copyright rate would, 
Rigby commented, mean that it 
would be cheaper for the British to 
have all their records pressed in the 
US and brought in as imports. 
About 90 per cent of the music on 
imported records involves cither a 
British publisher or sub-publisher, 
and this percentage applies to all the 
discs imported and then sold without 
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Southern to pilot new 

Mansfield pop show 

Contents 
New Top 60 pull-out album 
chart Centre. July LP releases 
20-32. 
TALENTSCENE: UK — new 
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Radio/tv 14. Stone: the next 
generation of the TK dynasty 
16. FD&H — 100 years of hits 
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CHARTS: Top 50 49. Top 
albums 47. 

by GODFREY RUST 
A NEW Mike Mansfield pop show. 
Blast Off, will get a pilot showing as 
a Southern TV production at 5.15 
p.m. on Saturday, July 30. Hosted 
by Michael Aspel, the show will 
feature live performances of newly- 
released singles. 

Southern has options to run a 
series of Blast Off later in the year. 
If the pilot is . successful the 
programme may become a major 
ITV-network answer to the BBC's 
dominance of Saturday early- 
evening ratings. 

Blast Off ("Like Supersonic, it's 
all for fun", remarks Mansfield) 
will lake on a Juke Box Jury/New 
Faces approach in that Aspel and a 
"pundit" — someone close to the 
music industry, but not involved in 
producing records — will act as a 
panel discussing each record's merits 
and chances. 

After each act the performer will 
join the panel to discuss the rest of 
the music. The pilot's pundit will be 
David Wigg of the Daily Express. 

A Blast Off series will include a 
..flashback" sequence where 
panellists' commen s would be held 
up against the record's subsequent 
performance. Askod whether he 

would be making on-camera 
appearances, Mansfield remarked 
that there would be some surprises. 

Southern is cagily suggesting a six 
or seven week run, but Mansfield 
believes that 13 or 26 programmes 
are needed if Blast Off is to become 
habit-forming tv. "1 can't see how it 
can fail," he said. "I hope it will be 
good for the industry." 

The pilot, for which no acts have 
yet been signed, will be recorded on 
July 27 at Southern. At one stage it 
appeared that negotiations with 
Southern TV had broken down 
because of disagreements involving 
production staff and facilities, but 
Mansfield claims he is very happy 
with the company and "went there 
because they're very youth- 
orientated." 

He is currently working on pilots 
for two other shows but is unwilling 
to discuss the ideas behind them. 
Informed sources suggest that one of 
these is modelled on the Hollywood 
'Gong Show', featuring bizarre acts 
and a panel empowered at anytime 
to end a performance by banging a 
gong. "I thought when we'd done 
Supersonic that it was the ultimate 
pop show," he reflected. "But after 
a while you can't go on just blowing 
Gary Glitter up." 

a 
m- 

L— 
SINGING SONGWRITERS Alan Tarney and Trevor Spencer have signed a 
worldwide recording deal with A&M and have already begun work on their 
debut album for the label. The pair had a single, I'm Your Man Rock & Roll, 
and an album released on Bradleys last year. Among their composing successes 
have been Cliff Richard's Hey Mr. Dream Maker. Pictured here (left to right) 
are Spencer, Derek Green, A&M Records managing director, Tarney, and 
manager S tuart Slater. 

Multiples to stock 

Sex Pistols follow-up? 
by JOHN HAYWARD 

ONLY SIX weeks after the release 
of the controversial God Save The 
Queen single. Virgin Records is 
rush-releasing a Sex Pistols follow- 
up this Friday (1). 

And with Boots already 
committed to stocking it, and 
Woolworths and W. H. Smith 
apparently almost certain to follow 
suit, this 45 will be the acid test of 
Pistols popularity, since radio 
stations may also play it. 

Entitled Pretty Vacant (VS 184) 
and produced by Chris Thomas, the 
'B' side of the single is the Stooges 
classic, No Fun, and has so far 
received advance orders from 

dealers totalling 20,000. 
God Save The Queen reached 

number two in the Music Week Top 
50 despite a total broadcasting ban 
and a boycott by the multiples on the 
grounds of'gross bad taste'. 

This time Virgin sales manager 
Ann Green has played an acetate of 
the song to buying executives at the 
three major multiples, with Boots 
stating that it will not be banned. 

Virgin plans an extensive 
campaign of radio advertising, 
starting this week, on both daytime 
and evening shows on Capital, 
BRMB, Clyde and Piccadilly. There 
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You're lookingat the first Alessi Ad it won't be the last. 
In the few short weeks since the release 

of the album there*? been a growing 
awareness of this remarkable debut. 
NewVbrkers Billy and Bobby Alessi 

have produced an album with that kind of 
sky-blue warmth which makes for giant success. 

ALESSI 
The Brothers— 
The Album- 

Check them out— AMLH 64608 
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Two-tier deal for Beserkley label 

by JOHN HAYWARO 
IN A unique move, San Francisco's 
Beserkley Records has set up as an 
independent in the UK, and split its 
operations by making a 
manufacturing and distribution deal 
with Decca's Selecta offshoot while 
locking up the sales and field 
promotion areas with Island. 

The deal, which had been under 
negotiation for some months, was 
finalised last week by Beserklcy's 
UK managing director, Fred 
Cantrcll, and applies to the world 
outside North and South America, 
Japan and Australasia. 

Founded on the maxim of 
Beserkley boss and "head looney" 
Matthew Kauffman that the 
company is in the record business 
for fun as well as money, Cantrell 
has set up offices at 97, Kingston 
Hill, Kingston On Thames, Surrey 
(01-549 9366). Telephone sales will 
be via Selecta. 

Jonathan Richman's Roadrunner 
single will be released on Friday, 
(BZZ 1) followed by an album by the 
same act called Rock And Roll With 
The Modern Lovers (BSERK 9) in 
three weeks time. 

Scheduled for release soon after 

are albums from The Rubinoos 
(BSERK 10), Greg Kihn — Greg 
Kihn Again (BSERK 8) and 
Earthquake — Levelled (BSERK 7). 
The Beserkley Charlbusters LP 
(BSERK 6) will be re-promoted and 
Greg Kihn will have a single. For 
You, out shortly. 

All the company's back catalogue, 
which has been available only on 
import since before the new year, 
will materialise over the next three 
months. 

Former general manager of Island 
Records, Fred Cantrell is in 
partnership in the Beserkley UK 
company with Kauffman, who 
promises to visit Britain this month 
to conclude European licence deals. 

The staff at Kingston Hill includes 
international and UK sales manager, 
Steve Wright, formerly on the Island 
sales staff; Dave Hepworth, 
previously rock department manager 
at HMV's Oxford Street store and 
now in charge of national 
promotion; and press and marketing 
manager, Eugene Manzi, who has a 
record shop in Swiss Collage. 

Explaining why Beserkley went 
for a split manufacturing and sales 
arrangement, Cantrell told Music 

Week: "We figured that certain 
companies have really strong points, 
but we did not feel that any 
companies had all the facilities we 
wanted, so it seemed logical to split 
things, with the manufacturing 
going to Decca, which is second to 
none and the sales to Island, which is 
really the tops. 

"We managed to convince them 
both that they could work together. 
The reason we have stayed 
independent, rather than coming in 
on a licence basis, is that we want 
total creative control over our own 
destiny. 

"We regard Britain as the most 
important talent source in the world. 
We need to sign British acts, 
although we are unlikely to contract 
more than three or four to match the 
number on the American roster, 

"In Britain we will follow the 
maxim of our founder Matthew 
Kauffman, which is to have 
enormous amounts of fun followed 
by similar amounts of money." 

Beserkley product has consistently 
sold well on import in Britain, since 
a previous agreement with UA was 
terminated in mysterious 
circumstances last December. 
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BILLY PAUL THE EMOTIONS 

YOUR SONG FLOWERS 

PIR 5391 CBS 5364 

Two more 12" singles from CBS: 

Special Limited Edition 

BILLY PAUL: YOUR SONG 
EXTENDED VERSION OF 

6 mins 32 sees. 
12 SINGLE 45 RPM. 

Produced by Gamble & Huff 

THE EMOTIONS: FLOWERS 
EXTENDED VERSION OF 
4 mins 34 sees. • 
12 SINGLE 45 RPM. 
Produced by Maurice White 
and Charles Stepney for 
Kalimba Productions 

CBS 
Records 

Collectors items - stock up now! 

Order from CBS Order Desk, Tel: 01 -960 21 55 CBS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London'Wl 0 
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' ir ' . „,.„r nf rhp Bee Gees, Barry, Robin and 
RSO'S ANDY Cibb, younger brolher of las,„eek ,o thank 
Maurice, visited the Phonodisc girls at thel[ !"'n Rp Your Everything 
them for their work on his current hit single, I Just Wanna Be Your Every Wing 
(Talentscene, page 38). 

Companies wheel in 

skateboard singles 

THIS YEAR'S summer craze looks 
like being skateboarding, and the 
record industry is joining in with 
three heavily-promoted singles. 

Phonogram, Anchor and United 
Artists all have 45s out this week, 
and are surrounding the release with 
participation in skateboarding 
events, badges, stickers, posters and 
displays. 

UA has probably the original 
skateboarding record in the form of 
a re-mixed version of Jan and 
Dean's Sidewalk Surfin', first 
released in late 1964. 

The single is going out in picture 
bags, and there are current 
negotiations to tie in with a major 
skateboard manufacturer. Local 
newspaper competitions will be a 
feature of the campaign. 

Meanwhile Anchor is working 
heavily on a 1965 single called 
Skateboard Craze by Willie And The 
Wheels. The record will also be 
packed in a full colour bag suitable 
for in-store display. 

Anchor has made a display 
agreement with Kensington's 
skateboard cult shop Slick Willy's, 
and as well as taking radio airtime to 
promote the disc, will get involved in 
various skateboard events being 
organised around the country. 

Phonogram's single is by 
Streetkid, called Skateboard 
Harmony. In addition to mail shots 
to dealers, the company is producing 
T-shirts, badges, stickers and posters 
and has produced a promotional 
film at Crystal Palace Sports 
Ground for tv use. 

Glasgow may ban punk acts 

from IAN MCFADDEN 
FOLLOWING A CONCERT LAST 
Wednesday at the City Hall by the 
Slranglers and support group 
London, it seems likely that 
Glasgow will ban all new wave bands 
from appearing in district council 
halls. 

Councillor William Aitken, 
chairman of the licensing 
committee, said he was disgusted 
with, the fans' behaviour. Local 
papers reported that some of the 
audience managed to gel on the 
stage and that London were spat 
upon. However, there have been 
complaints that security in the hall 
was inadequate and that since seats 
had been removed from the stalls 
there was no way of effectively 

protecting the stage. 
Jan Tomashik, manager of thi 

Apollo Centre, claimed that th< 
council and newspapers seemed tc 
be over-reacting. Whatever troubh 
he had seen appeared to be good- 
humoured. The Apollo Centre losi 
its council licence for one night wher 
it attempted to promote a concert b> 
the Sex Pistols, but Tomashik 
stressed that he would still welcome 
new wave bands. Tomashik alsc 
quashed rumours of the immineni 
closure of the Apollo, following 
staff redundancies brought about by 
the closing of the cinema operation. 
"Our lease was up but we have 
successfully renegotiated it. Apollo 
will continue to operate under 
Unicorn Leisure and in fact our 
bookings are extremely healthy." 

(June 29,1967) 
EMI TRIMS sales and distribution 
division by eight men, appoints 
Jimmy Hanks field sales manager 
and names seven district managers, 
John Mair, Eric Whiting, Ted 
Moxon, Eddie Webster, Cliff 
Busby, Terry Herbert and Geoff 
Rhoden ... Tony Hall leaves Decca 
to set up his own independent 
promotion company ... joining new- 
look MFP sales team as area 
manager — Tom Parkinson after 

m!riVTvnnrn',,raJ PromoUon on 
™ \ Vr World Pfosrammc, EMI rush-releases Beatles' All You 
Need Is Love single ... iniua, . 
fnrm Spectre Re cords features ABC- 
TV announcer David Hnmiu 
singing A Speck 1 Goodnight To Ym 
... Chappell . record in o . ^ U 

managed by Joljm Timperiev on * 
... Barry Morgaih and^ntv it^ 
form Morgan iMusk ? Babson 

production com pany. n^ePendent 

(June 24, 1972) 

TESCO ACQUIRES two millic 
deleted singles to retail at lOp eat 
through its Home 'n' Wear stores . 
unopposed approval by Parliame 
to amendments to Performer 
Protection Act raising fine 
bootlegging to £400 with a prise 
sentence possible for a secor 
offence ... no hitches in EMI mo' 
of six million records and tapes 
new Uxbridge Road distributic 
™,"v"e •" Judgement reserved 
"i®. C°urt dispute between Pic wick and MSD over latter's Pick ( 
The Pops cover albums ... Toi 
Morris leaves MFP to becon 
marketing director of Phonogram . 
snggCSK CJCr APRS Exhibition drav 
eL 0rs - CBS 0Pens 'ri! ^"PPPy under David Duke . 
wilh .oan .Kin8 'uunches UK Recon 
Guy. Ta" 0rderForASho 
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BPI keeps awards 

results under wraps 

by ADAM WHITE 
THE WINNERS of the Britannia 
Awards, the industry-backed scheme 
to honour UK recording talent in 
this Jubilee year {Music Week, April 
16), are now known to BPI 
organisers. But they have drawn a 
tight veil of secrecy over the results 
to ensure the success of the special 
Awards concert planned for October 
18 in London. 

Negotiations to have the event 
televised are still in progress — much 
depends on the availability of the 
winning artists — with entrepreneur 
Tito Burns in charge. 

BPI sources say industry response 
to the scheme has been widespread. 
All the major record companies, and 
the vast majority of middleweight 
and small firms, returned the awards 
circular, duly completed. 

The accolades have been divided 
into two sections, for records and 
individuals. In the former section, 
with the past 25 years from which to 
draw, respondents were asked to 
name first, second and third choices 
for Best British and Best 
International Pop Singles and LPs, 
Best British Classical Orchestral LP, 
Best British Classical Soloist LP and 
Best British non-musical record 
(primarily for spoken word). 

In the "individuals" section, 
voles were sought — again, first, 
second and third choices — for Best 
British Pop Group, Best British 
Male and Female Solo Artists, Most 
Promising New British Recording 
Artist (whose first disc was released 
after January 1 last year; this is sub- 
divided into male and female 

categories) and Best British 
Producer. An additional category 
honours individuals for "outstanding 
contributions to the British record 
industry" over the past quarter- 
century. Qualifications for this are 
unlimited, says the BPI, and the 
winner(s) could be chosen from 
artists, writers, producers, 
engineers, record company 
executives, radio and television 
personalities or, indeed, anyone else. 

At the Awards concert, five names 
in each category will be announced, 
and the winner then disclosed — a 
procedure expected to add a note of 
drama to the event, in much the 
same way as it does for America's 
Grammies and Oscars. 

There are hopes in the industry 
that the Britannia awards will 
become annual in scope and 
occurrence, but because the first 
ones span 25 years, some 
guesstimates have already begun to 
circulate. Not surprisingly, the 
Beatles dominate these, and pundits 
are predicting that the Fab Four will 
walk away with at least the Best 
British Pop Group honour and that 
for the Best British Pop LP 
(Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band, which may also, they 
say, pick up the international 
accolade). Meanwhile, Cliff Richard 
is being tipped as the probable 
recipient of the Best British Male 
Solo Artist award. 

There are few other contenders 
who so obviously have winning 
potential, but between now and 
October, there will be no shortage of 
speculation. 
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NOTHING DECEPTIVE about this silver disc presentation made backstage at 
Hammersmith Odeon by Phonogram's marketing manager Lisa Denton at the 
end of Wee's UK concert tour. Pictured left to right are: Graham Gould man. 
Dent on, Eric Stewart and Paul Burgess, and the shining platters represent sales 
of over £150,000 worth of the Mercury album Deceptive Bends. 

PRS 'is not Glasgow press 
YOUR FEATURE on Press 
Receptions {Music Week, June 18) 
was very interesting. The Glasgow 
scene is much quieter, much cheaper 
and arguably belter value-for- 
money. Granted we have no music 
press but '75 when Alice Cooper 
jelled in for an hour or so in cut- 
down denims Anchor achieved 
national and regional coverage. CBS 
has held several intimate dinners- 
for-a-dozen when local radio and 
press folks rapped with the artist for 
a couple of hours and WEA must 
have been pleased with the positive 
response to Gary Wright last year 
when he captured as much coverage 
as headliner Peter Framplon after 
staging a video show and cocktail 
party prior to the Apollo appearance 
of the man. 

Jim Whlteford, Reviewer, 
Kilmarnock Standard & Dundee 
Telegraph. 

a commune' 
THINK it worth reminding those 

3f my fellow songwriters who are 
itill naive enough to support an 
ndependent review of PRS internal 
iffairs, that the PRS is not a 
-ommune of writers and publishers 
iul a non-profit making society 
-ollecting performance fees on our 
behalf and fairly and appropriately 
Jistributing them. 

If the recent frenzied (and muzzling) campaign succeeds k may 
allow the PRS to be infiltrated by 
Jisruplive elements who, by making 
full use of "democracy" are 
attempting to bring about us 

Tefus' not follow Equity along 
his non-productive and dangerous 

^Mltch Murray, Amsterdam, 
sletherlands. 

I¥ spots for 

Berni Flint LP 
FIRST ALBUM from EMI's Bemi 
Flint, who won Opportunity Knocks 
14 limes in succession, is being 
promoted via 15-second advertising 
spots in five television regions. The 
LP, in the chart at 47 this week, 
features Flint's recent hit and his 
new single, Southern Comfort. It 
will go on the small-screen in Anglia, 
Granada, Thames, Trident and 
ATV, and additional promotion 
includes window displays, and radio 
adverts on most commercial 
stations. There will also be 
advertising in 12 teenage-orientated 
magazines and selected tracks from 
the album will be heard by fans 
telephoning a certain number. 

Number two campaign from the 
m-o-r division is for the new 
Fivepenny Piece album, Telling 
Tales. Promotion is particularly 
geared towards the North West, an 
area where the folk group have a 
particularly large following. There 
will be radio spots on four stations, 
Hallam, Piccadilly, City and 
Pennine, and in addition local press 
advertising. Also supporting the 
album's release are 1,000 fly-posters 
in Manchester, regional window 
displays, and double-posters on 100 
buses. 

B&C labels 

increase 

retail margin 
A NEW price structure and dealer 
margin has been introduced by 
B&C/Trojan/Saga, with effect from 
July 1. The new retailing margin is 
now 40 percent, an increase of four 
percent, while at the same time, 
singles go up from 70p to 75p, and 
full-price albums from £3.35 to 
£3.79 respectively. Bill Ross, 
commercial manager of the B&C 
group, said that the increased dealer 
margin was designed to help offset 
the massive increase in fixed costs 
suffered by the retail trade in recent 
years. He added that an entirely new 
marketing concept for albums has 
been devised by the group, and talks 
are now going on with several major 
retail chains, although details have 
not been finalised yet. 

Trevor Lyttteton 
TREVOR LYTTLETON, who is 
seeking an independent review of the 
administration of the PRS, has 
asked us to point that a statement in 
last week's Page One story 
inaccurately suggested that he had 
written to members of the Society to 
secure their proxy votes. Lyltleton 
states that he has not campaigned 
for proxies for independent review 
or for any other purpose. 

mm 

Top sales aid 

WE SHOULD like to congratulate 
Wilde Rock on the concept of their 
new album promotion tape. While 
promoting the albums, the tape also 
draws customers' attention to a 
special browser display of the sleeves 
relating to the records being played. 

Frankly we are delighted with the 
initial customer response to the new 
monthly promotion, which we are 
sure will be as great an aid to the sale 
of LPs as the weekly Wilde Rock 
singles promotion is to 45s. So thank 
you Wilde Rock for another first 
rate sales aid. 

Kenneth G. Roe, West 4 Tape & 
Records, 169 Chiswick High Road, 
London W.4. 

WHEN FRED HAAYEN'S long-rumoured switch to Hamburg 
occurs later this year, expect Tony Morris to be transferred to 
captain the Polydor team ... recently negotiated by Allen Klein 
and soon to be revealed by one of the tv-merchandisers, rights to 
a Rolling Stones golden oldies package ... far from not renewing 
his long-standing deal with EMI, isn't Mickie Most looking to an 
even closer relationship with the major? ... not the world's most 
approachable man, Jerry Weintraub, manager of Neil Diamond 
among many other superstars, and more elusive than any on 
current London visit ... before introducing Diamond at a press 
conference, Maurice Oberstein required to preview his remarks 
to the singer and entourage — that's taking care of detail... after 
the Palladium opening, Centrepoint skyscraper used as screen 
for holograms featuring Diamond's name and outline of a wing- 
flapping seagull ... and finally, MCA's Dial-a-Diamond 
advertisement in The Sun brought 19,000 calls and complaints 
from Post Office of jamming when 850 clocked before 10 a.m. 
NEXT EMI tv-promoted album expected to feature special 
recording of Joe Loss and Black & White Minstrels ... veteran 
publicist Leslie Perrin recently appointed a member of the 
Institute of Public Relations ... congratulations to Arista for one 
of the year's best one-up receptions — 100 mediapersons 
listening to Alan Parsons Project album I Robot on headphones 
in darkened Waterloo Room at RFH ... unlikely afternoon 
visitor to Speakeasy recently — Albert Finney rehearsing with co- 
writer Dennis King for his US visit to promote first Motown 
album. 
HOPING TO repeat last year's Max Bygraves' success, Ronco 
has leased Frankie Vaughan from Pye for a 100-title Christmas 
singalongathon ... who wins again — nine months ago Russ 
Ballard, writer of Hot Chocolate smash, considered releasing it 
as a single ... for America John Reid Management signs hot 
singer-writer Carol Bayer Sager ... for his parting present, RCA 
staff bought. Gerry Oord an expensive golf-club — not 
Gleneagles ... better late than never — ten months after release, 
Noel Edmonds has chosen charting Heatwave LP as Album Of 
The Week ... next week Alan Freeman celebrates 25 years in 
broadcasting ... sign of the times — Marks and Spencer a new 
subscriber to MW. 
IN SEPTEMBER Bing Crosby returns to Palladium and 
following suggestion by Polydor's Chris Harding may team up 
for an album with Bob Hope ... recently engaged, Chris Baxter, 
EMI advertising and sales promotion manager, and Lu Mottau, 
for whom Steve Harley wrote Judy Teen ... unlikely to be 
confirmed, proposed UK licensing with RCA for Fantasy and Al 
Bennett's Cream labels ... Perry Como in London and recording 
at Olympic with producer Dick Perito ... first gold LP in the 
States for DJM with Johnny Guitar Watson's A Real Mother For 
Ya ... recent surfeit of lunches with industry heavies for Billy 
Gaff and Mike Gill suggests a new GM deal may be pending ... 
after ending his association with Sue Manning Music, Michael 
d'Abo soon to finalize new deal for jingle representation. 
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Court ruling on 

copyrights battle 

by CHRIS WHITE 
THE LONG-running batile over 
reversionary rights, affecting 
ownership of some 40,000 songs, 
was finally ended in the High Court 
last Thursday (23) when it was 
agreed that Redwood Music of 
London's Savile Row should pay a 
total of £47,000 costs to six 
publishing companies; Francis Day 
& Hunter, Leo Feist Inc. of New 
York, Fcldman, Warner Brothers. 
Chappell and Boosey. 

Redwood was granted a 
declaration by Mr. Justice Goff that 
the company was the owner in the 
UK of all musical works formerly 
owned by the late George Arthurs, 
including Faces In The Fire, Give 
Me Love, Harmony Hall. That Old 
House of Mine, There's A Little 
Farm In Devon and Wonderful 
Days. Francis Day & Hunter was 
declared to be the owner in the 
British Commonwealth of the song 
Barney Google, and in the UK of 
You've Got To See Mama Every 
Night. Similarly, Feldman was 
declared owner in the Common- 
wealth of Come On Spark Plug, and 
to have the exclusive right to publish 
Palesteena in the UK. 

Mr. Justice Goff also granted that 
Chappell owned, in all countries 
outside the U.S. Two Cigarettes In 
The Dark; thai Francis Dav had the 

exclusive rights to publish in all 
countries excluding the U.S., 
Canada, Australia and France, the 
song Dear Old Southland; and that 
Boosey owned the UK copyright of 
All Joy Be Thine and Shipmates 
O'Mine, composed by Edward 
Lock ton under the name Edward 
Teschermacher. The judge added 
that Redwood was the owner of the 
mechanical copyrights for several 
works by George Arthurs, including 
If You Want To Be Popular Girls, 
I'm Aristocratic, Leaf Of 
Shamrock, Madam. One Of The 
Sights Of London, She'll Always 
Love You and Joshua. 

Justice Goffs decision brought to 
an end a High Court battle which 
lasted for 20 days during November 
and December 1976. On February 21 
this year, the judge gave his 
judgement on a group of eight 
actions in which Redwood Music, 
part of the Carlin group, was suing 
and being sued by FD&H, and the 
other publishing companies. 

The main point, he said, was that 
songs composed by one writer but 
having lyrics by a different writer 
were to be regarded as "collective" 
works, and did not therefore revert 
to the estate of the original copyright 
owner 25 years after his death. He 
then asked the various parties to 
formulate orders for his approval. 

Virgin rush-releases 

new Sex Pistols 45 
FROM PAGE 1 
will be flyposting on the same scale 
as for God Save The Queen in all 
major towns and cities as well as a 
point of sale streamer. 

Said Virgin spokesman A1 Clark: 
"This record does not contain 
anything remotely bannable. It will 
be interesting to observe whether it 
was the Sex Pistols or their song 
which was banned by the BBC last 
time. 

"Pretty Vacant — which is 
incidentally not an encouragement 
to squatters — is being released 
because God Save The Queen is 
neither being played on the radio nor 

being stocked by the multiples. After 
only five weeks on the market, the 
single is now more of an artefact 
than a functioning single. 

"Familiarity is one of the reasons 
a single continues to sell. The last 
record was not played on the radio, 
so it did not become familiar with 
the listening public and has not kept 
going. This time the radio stations 
which have heard it reckon they will 
play it." 

Pretty Vacant will appear in a 
plain white bag, since no time was 
available to prepare a picture cover. 
The band's album is now ncaring 
completion and plans are going 
ahead for a late summer release. 

Lou Reizner 

dies at 44 

FROM PAGE 1 
included Rod Stewart. Elton John, 
Roger Daltrey and Tina Turner, and 
the other was the soundtrack of All 
This And World War II, a 
documentary using newsreel and 
movie clips to tell the story against a 
background of Beatles' songs, 
performed by such artists as Leo 
Saver, the Bee Gees, Four Seasons 
and Helen Reddy. His most recent 
project was the soundtrack music 
for Black Joy, a film about Britain's 
Jamaican community, a UK entry at 
this year's Cannes Film Festival. 

Reizner leaves a wife and a 
daughter by a previous marriage. A 
memorial service will be held at the 
Dean Street Synagogue at 12 noon 
on Friday (1), coinciding with the 
funeral in Chicago. 

DTI to back 

UK firms 

at Musexpo 

THE DEPARTMENT of Trade has 
once again agreed to subsidise UK 
participants taking stands at this 
year's Musexpo 77, to be held in 
Miami from October 28 — 
November 1. 

The subsidy amounts to two- 
thirds of the cost of an office booth, 
leaving registrants with a payment of 
about 250 dollars. Booths at the 
Doral Hotel will be in hotel rooms. 
The DTI will also pay up to 50 per 
cent of the round trip fare for a 
maximum of two people from 
London-Miami, Musexpo has 
arranged a special flight to New 
York for about £130 return, from 
where it will be possible to take 
advantage of a triangular fare, 
covering seven cities, for a further 
355 dollars. 

The DTI offer remains open until 
July 29 and further information can 
be obtained from the BPI, MPA or 
Musexpo London representative, 
Jimmy Parsons (953-7260). 

Parsons reports that even before 
the announcement of the subsidy 
there had been firm enquiries from 
40 British companies, including 
several independent and major 
record companies. Last year there 
were 26 UK participants. 

Top men move in company reshuffles 

FROM PAGE 1 
Derek Sinclair's resignation as 

managing director of the EMI mail- 
order subsidiary. World Records, 
was effective at the end of June. He 
will be replaced by Austin Bennett, a 
former WR employee currently with 
EMI International. 

Sinclair has been with the 
company for eight years, during 
which it switched from a record club 
to a direct-mail operation, 
concentrating on repackaged boxed- 
sets by top m-o-r artists. The firm 
has an annual turnover in the region 
of £3 million, but rising costs, 
particularly in postage rates, have 
affected its profitability, 

Sinclair, who has an interest in 
four family-owned record shops, 
described his departure as being due 
to "a difference of opinion over 
certain policies to be followed". He 
expects to announce a new position 
in the record industry shortly. 

Brian Hutch leaves as managing 
director of B&C/Trojan in the wake 
of a management restructuring of 
the company. His J2-momh contract 
finishes at the end of August, and he 
will not be renewing it. "By then, I 
shall have completed the job I was 
brought in to do," he commented. 

PAG£4 • 

"When I joined the B&C/Trojan 
Saga group, it was not involved in 
full-price repertoire. My brief was to 
get it on the map in this field." 

Hutch, who was managing 
director of April Music for over 
three years, and before that, 
managing director of GM Records, 
expects to disclose his future plans 
shortly. 

The new look at B&C/Trojan 
finds Richard Newman, manager of 
the Red Nail label, taking on 
additional label manager duties. He 
has previously worked for Thames 
TV and Capital Radio. Bill Ross 
becomes commercial manager for all 
Saga-affiliated companies, as well as 
being a director of both B&C and 
iTrojan. A newcomer to the group is 
Tito Simon, whose brief is to help 
expand Trojan from reggae into soul 
music. Don Evitts, regional 
promotion, and Howard Marks, 
national radio and tv, remain with 
the company, but their department 
will be substantially enlarged. A 
successor to Brian Hutch has yet to 
be named. 

Derek Everett leaves his post as 
managing director of Gull Records 
to become a member of the team 
which new RCA chief, Ken Clancy, 

is currently putting together. 
Everett, who has been running Gull 
for the past three years, is named 
manager, creative development. His 
RCA appointment means the 
renewal of a successful partnership 
from the time when Clancy was m.d. 
of CBS-UK and Everett was his head 
of a&r. Reporting to him in this 
freshly-created post will be the 
company's a&r department under 
manager Alan Sizcr. Clancy has also 
made a second key appointment, 
that of Julian Moore to marketing 
manager, with responsibilities 
encompassing sales, promotion, pop 
and classical merchandising, creative 
services and artist relations. He has 
been with RCA for six months as 
group label manager (and previously 
general manager of Motown at EMI) 
and, in his new post, replaces Paul 
Braithwaite, who has left the firm. 

Taking over from Derek Everett 
as managing director of Gull is 
David Howells, up to now a director 
of the firm. Commenting about its 
future prospects, he said. "I feel 
very enthusiastic. This represents the 
start of a new phase in the growth of 
Gull. We have our first releases 
under our new arrangement with 
Pye coming out in July. 

MCPS urges Customs 

to name LP importers 

FROM PAGE 1 
the MCPS stamp, in contravention 
of the 1956 Copyright Act. 

The MCPS has no idea just how 
large the traffic is annually, but 
Rigby quoted one recent discovery 
of a single consignment of 400,000 
LPs. In that case, the records were 
held in a bonded warehouse here for 
movement to Holland, and the 
MCPS was able to warn the Dutch 
copyright society of their pending 
illegal arrival. Another indication of 
the problem's size is the fact that, 
although the investigators cannot 
possibly be finding and acting 
against a large proportion of the 
importers, it retrieved £106,000 
through successful court cases in 
1975. The figure for 1976 is lower 
because, in general, the imports were 
of cheaper records, to cater for the 
inflation-hit British, and the royalty 
collected is a percentage of the price 
— eight per cent for imports as 
opposed to 6V.i per cent of retail 
price for records made here. The 
MCPS will continue to pursue the 
illegal importers through all its usual 
methods, Rigby said, but the work 
involved would be cut to a fraction if 
the Customs co-operation could be 
achieved. 

Until the Parliamentary Bill which 
should make it possible for the 

SPECIALLY IMPORTED BY 

Under licence from M C eS_ »l'on paymo'nt'of rho proscribed ' royalty to the British Copyright owners. 

The Mecolico sticker 
MCPS to drive the necessary hard 
bargain with Customs becomes law, 
he added, he would continue 
working on information received, 
making spot checks on retailers, and 
watching for advertisements such as 
one in a late May edition of a major 
pop paper; it offered "Largest 
Tamla and Soul lists" and asked for 
s.a.e. to a Norwich address. Rigby 
wrote, and received a list of almost 
every record put out by Tamla all 
imported without payment of British 
copyright. 

The importer is likely to join the 
many others who have been 
successfully summonsed so far by 
the MCPS. 

Rigby warned British retailers 
against buying any imported record 
which does not bear the Mecolico 
stamp, because the retailer selling 
illegal imports is also liable to have a 
writ issued against him — and major 
retail chains as well as individuals 
have been summonsed in the past. 

Chiswick label signs to 

Anchor for distribution 
FROM PAGE 1 

Chiswick previously handled its 
own pressing, but was distributed by 
President. This agreement was 
recently terminated, resulting in all 
Chiswick back catalogue numbers 
changing from an S prefix to a new 
NS lettering and becoming available 
through Anchor. The Motorhead 
single will be NS 13. 

Also due for July 1 release is 
Chiswick's first full-price album. 
Recorded by the Count Bishops, it is 
entitled Count Bishops and carries 
the new full-price catalogue number 
WIK 1. It retails at £3.39. 

Rick Rogers at Chiswick told 
Music Week: "This is not a licence 
deal. We are retaining our 
independence, but big demand for 
our new product meant that we were 
unable to continue with our own 
pressing. 

"The release of the Motorhead 
single was held back so that Anchor 
could cope with the big advance 
orders that had been flowing in. 
With advance sales like this we are 
fervently hoping for our first Top 30 
single." 

Commented Anchor managufl 
director. Ian Ralfini, "This 
distribution deal opens up new areas 
for us. The variety of Chiswick's 
catalogue will Fa excellently within 
the structure of our current sales 
operation. 

"With artists such as Motorhead, 
Johnny Moped, the Count Bishops 

and the Radio Stars on th( 
catalogue, I feel that we anc 
Chiswick will have a successfu 
relationship," 

Idi callers jam 

Mirror board 
TRANSATLANTIC RECORDS 
reports "unprecedented" response 
to a phone-in campaign conducted 
in the Daily Mirror to re-promote 
The Collected Broadcasts Of Idi 
Amin(XTRA 1148). 

By 11 am on the first morning of 
the campaign (22), more than 1,000 
callers had jammed the 15 Mirror 
phone-lines to hear John Bird 
impersonating Amin. Another 15 
lines were added and rapidly 
engaged. 

By noon on Monday, nearly 
50,000 calls had been made to the 
newspaper, then using 60 lines, well 
in excess of response to similar 
pushes mounted for Cat Stevens and 
Neil Diamond recently. Although 
the cassette lasts only two minutes, 
the average length of call was 3.8 
minutes. 

Transatlantic said it had also been 
fielding hundreds of calls, and sales 
of the album, which retails at £2.60, 
were running at around 1,000 copies 
per day. The phone-in campaign was 
due to end on Tuesday (28). 

Now Harrison sued in Ul 
THE PROTRACTED case of 
George Harrison's My Sweet Lord 
and its musical debt to the ChiflW 
He s So Fine, has crossed the 
Atlantic. The ex-Beatlc was accused 
in the High Court on Monday (27) 
ol copyright infringement by the 
London-based Peter Maurice Music 
Company, owners of world rights 
(cxciudiiig ,hc US and Canada) ,o 
He s So Fine. 

1 he American owners of ihe sons 
have already brought a successfid 
action agains, Harrison, who 'a 
rend guiuy of ■.p;rl,y

no;§ 

conscious plagiarism" by a Ni 
York judge, though this decision 
under appeal. 

Maurice is claiming that My Sw< 
Lord and He's So Fine have t 
same essential melody, and 

oni" lS d?mafies "gainst'Harrisor and Apple Corps; there is also 
claim against EMI Records over t 
distnbui,0" of Harrison's recot 
Mr. Justice Slade ("1 roughly km 
my way around a piano") is bei 
< s'c to decide liability; copyric 
infringement is denied' by t 
de endams. The action is expect 
10 several days. 
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Terrorist siege 

hits disc sales 
AMSTERDAM — The protracted 
occupation earlier this month by 
South Moluccan terrorists of a 
school in Holland, with pupils and 
teachers held hostage, and the siege 
of an intercity train at the same time, 
had unexpected consequences for 
the country's record industry. 

During the three weeks concerned, 
only classical music and soft, 
reflective pop was broadcast by the 
nine local radio stations: AVRO, 
VARA, NCRV, VPRO, KRO, 
Veronica, EO. TROS and NOS. The 
television stations also decided not 
to air any uptempo or "joyful" 
music as well as cancelling comedy 
shows. 

This joint decision particularly 
affected the singles market, and 
according to Ben Bunders, 
managing director of WEA- 
Holland, and other industry leaders, 
the 45s market lost at least 40 
percent of its usual impact. In 
monetary terms, it dipped around 
£600.000. 

A few hours after the two terrorist 
actions became grim fact, May 23, 
9pm. the broadcasting companies 
decided to adapt programmes. 
Immediately banned was all hard 
rock, disco music or anything 
uptempo, with disc-jockeys agreeing 
to work in a muted, sombre style. 

For WEA, the Four Seasons' up- 
tempo Down The Hall, the hard- 
rock debut of Foreigner and the 
Bellamy Brothers with the 
"sensitive" title, Crossfire, all 
suffered. 

Just prior to the terrorist raids, 

Negram launched an impressive new 
group Melody, but its single 
Steppin' Stone received little action, 
and the Bay City Rollers had chart 
prospects cut back for It's A Game. 

It was a similar story with all the 
majors. EMI-Bovema scored with 
Lucifer, but U.S. punk band 
Blondie, French singer Julian Clerc 
and Marvin Gaye suffered to an 
extent reflected in the chart. 

Ariola act April missed out, so did 
Israeli singer Igal Bashan, due for 
heavy promotion here this summer. 
Cat Stevens' was well played for 
instrumental pieces from the LP 
Izitso. Singer-comedian Andre van 
Duin sold 12,000 copies of Ome 
Joop in the week before the terror 
period, but only 2,000 this week 
after. 

Meanwhile, Purmer Boogie by 
Tobi Rex was omitted completely 
because the single contained gun- 
shot sounds. 

Boozy, local group, was under 
pressure for the single, Angela, for 
some members of the band, 
including the girl singer, are South 
Moluccans. Masada, an all-South 
Moluccan act, decided to limit its 
live shows. 

The fact is that nobody in Holland 
believed the terrorist actions could 
span nearly three weeks. By the third 
week some of the programming on 
radio— and the television Top Pop, 
programme which is chart-oriented 
— went back to normal planning. 

And all broadcast outlets were 
back on their usual course one day 
after Dutch armed forces put an end 
to the terrorist plots. 

TONY COLLINS has been 
appointed as sales and marketing 
manager at Charly Records, a new 
post. His previous experience 
includes similar jobs at President 
and Power Exchange. Collins will 
report to Charly managing director, 
Joop Visser; reporting to Collins 
will be marketing assistant, Kevin 
Jacobs. 

JAMES FISHER has been named 
catalogue manager at Jobcte Music 
(UK), responsible for all aspects of 
the development of the Jobetc and 
Black Bull catalogues. Fisher has 
previously held a number of posts in 
both RCA's domestic and 
international operations, and joins 
the company from Independent 
Radio Productions. 

GARY RICHARDS has been 
appointed assistant pop marketing 
manager at Decca, following the 
departure of Anne Stuart. He moves 
from the company's market research 
department; prior to that, he was 
assistant to the financial controller 
of Penny Farthing. In the absence of 
a pop marketing manager at Decca, 
in the wake of Alan Fitter's exit for 
Motown, Richards reports to 
director of marketing Peter 
Goodchild. 

ROBERT ABRAHAMS, currently 
manager of international copyright 
at EMI, has been named director of 
international copyright. The post 
has been newly-created as a result of 
expansion of the EMI group's 
activity in intellectual property 
rights, with particular reference to 
those of copyright and performers. 

V 

w f 
:• 

Gold disc for Solomon 
IRISH RECORD and (ape distributors, Solomon & Peres, hosted a special 
"Meetem 77" conference just outside Belfast last month, attended by some 
350 music industry guests from all over Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
Highlight of the event was the presentation by Mervyn Solomon, company 
managing director (above, left), of a gold disc to Louis Solomon, retiring 
manager of S&P's Dublin branch, for "a lifetime of service" to Eire's record 
industry. The principal guest, Minister of State Lord Melchett, presented 
Emerald group, Clubsound, with silver discs for Northern Ireland sales of their 
Club sound Capers recording. Other artists who took part in Meetem 77 
included Fred Hanna, Gerry Ford, Brendan Quinn and the Bluebirds, and 
Danny Doyle. 

. 

This is our 

A 

JubileeNfear 

and we are proud to welcome Neil Diamond 

to AT V Music 

24 Bruton Street Mayfair, London W1X 7DA 
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Pressure on for 

radio freedom 

PARIS — Pressure is growing for 
the French Government to end its 
present radio and television 
monopoly. More and more people 
say French programmes are basically 
unsatisfactory, whether or not as a 
direct result of state intervention and 
control. 

The Italian situation is cited by 
both those for and against the 
monopoly. Those against point to 
Italian "freedom", not in evidence 
in France, and those for the state 

Belgians 

probe pirate 

disc sales 
BRUSSELS — Following local 
enquiries, it is believed that between 
five — 15 per cent of records on sale 
in Belgian retail outlets are pirate 
copies, including Abba's Arrival, 
The Best Of Jack Jersey and Nat 
King Cole's Greatest Hits package. 

This estimated figure is lower than 
in most neighbouring countries but 
still creates problems. Recently EMI 
Belgium started legal proceedings 
against dealers in Kortrijk, with the 
result that the area Tribunal of 
Trade ordered an immediate stop on 
sales of pirated product. 

Emile Garin, of EMI Belgium, 
believes the pirates come from inside 
Belgium and that some of the 
smallest record companies, while 
apparently trading legally, deliver 
pirated product to various dealers. 

control point to "chaos" in Italy 
where there are reportedly some 
1,200 private radio stations. 

In France, the regional press is 
opposed to ending the monopoly, 
mainly because of fears that new 
stations could hit newspaper sales 
and revenue. And the government, 
stressing it will never give up 
control, is putting forward a few 
tentative suggestions. 

Under some proposed new laws, 
programmes could be made 
available to a specific section of the 
public — but not the general public. 
These would still be slate-controlled 
and available only to owners of.sets 
equipped to receive them. The idea is 
said to be to offer greater variety, 
but clearly at a price. Also touted are 
closed circuit programs and others 
geared to specific interests, such as 
science. All, again, under 
government control. 

With government determination 
not to yield to the mounting pressure 
and backed by newspaper coverage 
and support, the anti-monopoly 
brigade can make little progress. But 
any political party offering 
alternatives as pan of the upcoming 
election campaign could count on 
substantial support. 

S 

S WISS LAD Y by Pepe Lien hard Band is being tipped to be the biggest selling 
single in Switzerland in recent years. It held the number one position on the 
Swiss radio chart for six weeks and in eight weeks sold 50,000 copies. 
Pictured here with gold records presented to mark the sales achievement are 
the group with composer-producer Peter Reber and Laico Burkhalter, EMI 
a&r manager. 

Press attack on 

airplay system 

MORE EUROPEAN 
NEWS ON 
PAGE 10 

PARIS — In a bitter attack on the 
record industry, the French 
consumer magazine 50 Millions de 
Consommateurs stresses that a basic 
difference between discs and other 
products is that discs have to be 
"consumed" before they are 
bought. 

Its inference is that before a 
record is a sales success it has to be 
heard constantly over a given period 
on radio. The article was headed 
"You Are Manipulated" and its line 

▲ 

CIRCUS ■ 

t; ■ - 
S. 

* 51- ☆ * o © o © 51- o 
Hit © © 

>-V 

■ 

National and Regional 

Radio Plays Guaranteed 

Available from EMI and Creole 

MANUFACTURED AND MARKETED BY CREOLE RECORDS LTD. 
•1 BANK BUILDINGS HIGH STREET, HABLESDEN 

LONDON N.W.I0. Telephone: 01 -905 9223 

PAGES 

of attack was that the record 
business is just a vast production- 
line machine, primarily based on 
plugging. 

The magazine view is that talent is 
secondary in the industry because 
technical manipulation can 
"transform a thin colorless voice 
into a robust organ on record". But, 
it said, unless the disc is repeated 
over and over again on radio, or on 
television, the record company 
concerned could lose heavily instead 
of gain. 

It claimed that the press services 
of record companies held thousands 
of discs from which a special 
selection is made for radio 
programs. Without accusing either 
radio networks or record companies 
of collusion, the article made some 
strong hints. 

One was that every disc label 
carries the words "radiodiffusion 
forbidden", yet the broadcasting 
goes on. The article did not mention 
the fact that record companies are 
currently suing both French radio 
and the peripheral private stations 
for broadcasting records without 
paying royalties. Despite this court 
action, however, the record 
companies have never withdrawn 
their disc service to radio, though 
they have sometimes threatened to 
do so. 

Another so-called "manipula- 
tion" outlined is the setting-up by 
radio stations of their own record 
production companies. In one 
period of two weeks, it was said, of 
the 22 French songs broadcast by the 
peripheral stations, eight were 
produced or co-produced by the 
stations. A long list of titles, all said 
to be co-produced by radio with 
record companies, was printed as 
"proof of flagrant manipulation". 

Referring to the fact that where 
pop is concerned, French radio docs 
not broadcast criticism of record 
product by established critics, as it 
does for plays, books or films, the 
article said that the European 
Commission in Brussels is now 
examining the whole co-production 
question and the "manipulation" of 
which record companies and radio 
networks are said to be guilty. 

Best-seller charts arc also attacked 
in the article. The SNEPA chart for 
instance, was said not to list discs on 
the basis of sales but simply on 
records available to retailers 

Kcoffit.' 8 0rdcrs or sales im° 
Other accusations included ■> 

charge that artists appear 0n 
televis'on for "ridiculously low 

cords'" to promote records — and some even pay. 

West Germany 
(Courtesy Muslkmarkt) 

1 MA BAKER - Boney M 
(Hansa/Ariola) 

2 ORZOWEI - Oliver Onions 

3 LAYABACK IN THE ARMS OF 
SOMEONE - Smokie 
(RAK/EMI Electrola) 

4 ROCK BOTTOM - Lynsey de 
Paul/Mike Moran (Polydor) 

5 IT'S A GAME - Bay City 
Rollers (Arista/EMI Electrola) 

fi KNOWING ME KNOWING YOU— Abba (Poiydor/DGG) 
7 LOST IN FRANCE - Bonnie 

Tyler (RCA) 
8 PORQUE TE VAS - Jeanette 

(Polydor/DGG) 
9 DON'T CRY FOR ME 

Covington (MCA/Metronome) 
Covington (MCA/Metronom- 

10 SOUND AND VISION - 
David Bowie (RCA) 

LPs 

1 HOTEL CALIFORNIA - 
Eagles (Asylum) 

2 RUMOURS - Fleetwood 
Mac (Warner Bros) 

3 BOOK OF DREAMS - Steve 
Miller Band (Mercury) 

4 YEAR OF THE CAT - Al 
Stewart (RCA) 

5 LOVE FOR SALE - Boney M 
(Hansa) 

6 OXYGENE - Jean Michel 
Jarre (CNR) 

7 GOOD TIMES - Guys and 
Dolls (Arista) 

8 BEST OF BOUDEWIJN DE 
GROOT- (Philips) 

9 14 TOP FAVORITES - 
Various Artists (Negram) 

10 DOUBLE TAKE - Marc and 
Clark Band (CBS) 

Holland 
(Courtesy Stichting Neder- 

landse) 

1 MA BAKER — Boney M 
(Hansa) 

2 YOUNG AND IN LOVE - 
Internationals (CNR) 

3 CHERCHEZ LA FEMME - Dr. 
Buzzard's Savannah Band 
(RCA) 

4 WHAT KIND OF DANCE IS 
THIS — Veronica Unlimited 
(Philips) 

5 DONT STOP — Fleetwood 
Mac (Warner Bros) 

6 AINT GONNA BUMP NO 
MORE — JoeTex (CBS) 

7 YOU'RE MY WORLD - Guys 
and Dolls (Arista) 

8 WORN DOWN PIANO - 
Marc and Clark Band (CBS) 

9 OXYGENE 4 - Jean Michel 
Jarre (CNR) 

10 CALIFORNIA - Highlight 
(Bovema) 

Switzerland 
(Courtesy Musikmarkt) 

1 SWISS LADY - Pepe 
Lienhard Band (EMI) 

2 LAY BACK IN THE ARMS OF 
SOMEONE - Smokie 
(RAK/EMI) 

3 ROCK BOTTOM — Lynsey de 
Paul/Mike Moran (Polydor) 

4m0,se^u ET L'ENFANT - Mane Myriam (Polydor) 
5 DON'T CRY FOR ME 

ARGENTINA . - Julie 
Covington (MCA/Polydor) 

6 KNOWING ME KNOWING 
YOU - Abba (Polydor) 
WHEN — Showaddywaddy 
(Arista/EMI) 

8 DUE RAGA2ZI NEL SOLE - 
Collage (Ariola) 

9 AUF DEM MOND DA 
BLUHEN KEINE ROSEN - 

in Leandros (CBS) 10 MY BROKEN SOUVENIRS - 
Pussycat (EMI) 
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4 great albums from Neil Diamond 

at the peak of his power. 

Will I. Ol A/VIOMO 
Jiuuif/hin JjfmtgaU»i .Si-nuffdl 

Serenade CBS 69067 
Produced by Tom Catalano 

Jonathan Livingston Seagull CBS 69047 
Produced by Tom Catalano 

r HEXLmimmtm 

NEIL DIAM 

Love at the Greek 
Ri ivrc/ed live - »k Tbeatrc, LmArigclts 

Love At The Greek CBS 95001 
Produced by Robbie Robertson 

Beautiful Noise CBS 86004 
Produced by Robbie Robertson 

ORDER FROM CBS ORDER DESK Tel 01 960 2155 CBS/ Distribution Centre Bariby Road London W10 

Cap.- 
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Award for IBA's Baldwin Companies urge 

tax law revision 

MONTREUX — John Baldwin, an 
engineer at the UK Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, has won 
the inaugural Achievement Gold 
Medal Award at the lOth 
International Television Symposium 
here for development of the world's 
first digital intercontinental 
standards converter". 

He is head of the video and colour 
section of IBA's experimental and 
development department and was 
responsible for the concept and 
design of DICE, (Digital 
Intercontinental Conversion 
Equipment), which has greatly 
improved the exchange of 
programmes between countries 
using different tv standards. 

DICE provides two-way 
conversion between 625-linc SO-field 
and 525-line 60-field colour tv 
during satellite relays or for the 
conversion of video tapes virtually 
without impainnent and without the 
need for careful alignment. In 
effect, it is regarded as the world's 
fastest special-purpose computer 

International 

names at 

Laren jazz 

festival 
AMSTERDAM — More than 100 
jazz musicians from 13 different 
countries arc to play at the Laren 
1977 International Festival, held 
between August 8 and 13 in the 
village of Laren some 20 miles east 
of Amsterdam. 

Within the festival framework, 
the annual jazz get-together of the 
European Broadcasting Union will 
be slotted, both events organized by 
NOS, Holland's biggest 
broadcasting network which has 
invested around £35,000 in the 
programme. 

Concerts will be given at the rate 
of four daily in the Singer Concert 
Hall, some transmitted live by Dutch 
radio stations NOS and VARA. 
Others will be taped for transmission 
later this year. Each afternoon 
upcoming Dutch jazz bands and 
soloists will take part in a jazz 
podium at the Singer Garden Hall, 
the winning act to be featured in a 
special NOS Radio programme. 

And young jazz musicians can 
participate in a jazz workshop. 

and the most complex digital video 
equipment in operational use for tv 
broadcasting. 

It was first used during European 
relays of the American presidential 
election of November, 1972, and 
later installed at Independent 
Television News in the U.K. 

A two-way model was developed 
and the first exclusive world 
manufacturing and marketing rights 
of DICE went to Marconi 
Communication Systems Ltd., and 
it has been sold through Europe, 
Australia and North America. 

In 1973 Baldwin and his 
engineering team received the 
Geoffrey Parry Award of the Royal 
Television Society and the Pye 
Colour Television award for work 
on digital standards conversion. In 
that year digital techniques were 
used in the U.S. for time-base 
correction and synchronisation of 
remote signals. More recently digital 
special production effects generators 
and processors have been 
introduced. 

Another gold medal was given at 
the symposium to Claude Mcrcier, 
former technical director of the 
French Television ORTF for guiding 
the development of television 
broadcasting in Europe and the 
development of basic planning 
methods for satellite television 
broadcasting. 

Citations went to Henri Mertens, 
chief engineer of the European 
Broadcasting Union, for the 
advancement of satellite tv; to 
Masahiko Morizono, general 
manager of Video Products and 
director of the Sony Corporation, 
for "an outstanding personal 
contribution to the international 
success of electronic news gathering 
by the broadcast quality U-matic 
helical scan video system; and to 
Daniel Sauvet-Goichon of TDF, for 
"work in connection with satellite tv 
broadcasting in preparing for the 
record World Administrative Radio 
Conference in Geneva complex 
computer programmes to generate 
frequencies and orbital positions." 
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SAILOR'S SINGLE Girls Girls Girls was named by the German Record 
Academy as the best international record of the year. Pictured here at the 
Schallplaten Awards ceremony, the country's equivalent of the American 
Grammy honours, are (left to right standing) Henry Marsh. Rudy Wolpert 
(m.d. CBS Germany), Grant Serpell, Gerhard Maurer (marketing director), 
Georg Kajanus and (front row), Jochen Leuschner (head of a&r) and Franz 
von A usberg (artist relations manager). 

HAMBURG — An old lax problem 
which cannot be satisfactorily solved 
has reached its tenth anniversary 
here. It concerns the question ol 
Value Added Tax on records and 
tapes. 

Two major record company 
executives here have recently spoken 
ait on the situation. Gerhard 
Schulze of Teldec, stresses how VAT 
imposition has developed and how 
the industry has tried to convince 
government and tax authorities that 
discs and tapes should carry the 
lower tax percentage because of their 
cultural values and line up with 
books and films. 

But he quotes a court decision: 
"The principle of equality in 
connection with the guarantee of 
freedom for culture does not oblige 
the government to apply 
promotional activities or tax reliefs 
to all cultural fields equally. It is 
rather more allowed to make a 
relevant choice between the various 

Hansa to 

launch 

soul label 
BERLIN — Helmut Kunte, 
international managing director of 
Hansa, has announced a new label, 
Medox, to be launched on July 1, 
Founder and producer Gordon Biel 
will have Hansa backing in creating 
worldwide contacts for his artists, 
including groups Ebony, Mystic and 
Mandfake. 

Kunte says: "The aim is to make 
Medox the new quality standard in 
the field of black soul music. The 
philosophy behind it is to have all 
Medox artists working together on 
all productions. It is planned as an 
international label." 

Hansa will handle promotion and 
publicity and distribution is with 
Ariola in Munich. There is also set 
up a Medox publishing outlet in 
Berlin. First product is to be So 
Long Goodbye by the group Black 
Mail, made up of two US girl 
singers, and one from Germany. 

medias and other areas of cultural 
life, whereas the economic financial 
and political situation has also to be 
considered." . 

Schulze says: "The history and 
background of the tax situation here 
in the record industry is significant 
enough to motivate the industry to 
keep fighting in an effort to 
persuade the authorities to apply 
modern and appropriate tax laws. 

He adds that the industry already 
had other problems with which to 
compete, such as blank tapes and 
piracy, all adding to the general 
problems involved with VAT. "And 
it is not just VAT alone which is 
causing the headaches. German 
companies have to cope with two 
other heavy taxes which are 
unknown in other countries — trade 
tax and property tax. 

"Above all that the industry also 
pays performance royalties which, 
according to recent top-level 
decisions, also have to be taxed. AH 
we can hope for is an eventual 
rationalisation of the tax situation, 
for the record industry is both 
unique and heavily hammered 
through tax." 

Friedrich E. Wottawa, EMI- 
Electrola managing director, says: 
"It seems one hundred years of 
recorded sound have not been 
enough to convince out legislators 
that records are a cultural good in 
the same way as books or sheet 
music. In tax terms, our product is 
discriminated against. As all 
records, imported or manufactured, 
are charged with the same VAT 
amount, so this particular tax is not 
one which distorts competition 
within the European Economic 
Community. 

"Our VAT is neither the highest 
nor the lowest in the EEC. And on a 
national budget, the sum of 80 
million DM involved in reducing the 
tax would not mean much. A 
revision of the VAT law and its rates 
would be excellent." 

But Wottawa points to another 
upcoming problem — the planned 
social security scheme for artists in 
Germany. If this goes through in 
law, then German record 
manufacturers will have to face an 
extra charge which will again 
endanger their ability to compete 
properly at international level. 

French punks Italians name prize-winning IPs 
| MILAN The National Krause. and conducred hv innnwcV; d—  . . 

reply to critics 

PARIS — Punk rock has become a 
political issue in France and the few 
groups existing in this field are 
hitting back at their detractors. 

Accused generally of producing 
"a cacaphonic jumble" rather than 
music, and of preaching racism, 
several bands, including Polydor's 
Stinky Toys. Asphalt Jungle and 
LUV, have mounted a defensive 
campaign to present where they 
stand musically. 

The bands say that the French 
press is being deliberately 
provocative. In those journals 
willing to give them space, they say 
they are tired of being "outlawed" 
in favour of rock and pop singers 
from past generations. For punk- 
rockers, the age of 30 smacks of 
senility. 

The punk bands insist that 
concerts given in vast halls where it 
is hard to appreciate the music or 
even to see the artists mean that the 
15-25 age group is left indifferent. 
That audience wants to be pan of 
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the music and to join in. And if the 
punk fans wear short hair instead of 
long, it is simply because all other 
ages wear the hair long. 

The punk bands aver that records 
now on sale are simply a repetition 
of what "old artists" have been 
recording for years. One view: "The 
public now buys anything, and at 
ridiculous prices." The punk aim is 
to make singles which encourage the 
young to set up their own bands and 
offer, eventually, a revolutionary 
kind of punk rock. The bands refuse 
to make albums. 

Having denied that they take 
drugs or drink hard alcohol, mostly 
relying on beer or milk, the punk 
rockers seek a public in small 
"caves" in Paris — and several 
noted night-clubs, including 
Jimmy's, are trying out punk acts to 
see what impact they create. 

• Dutch record company Inclco has 
decided not to sign to Sex Pistols 
because of their "bad image". 

MILAN — The National 
Association of Record Critics and 
Reviewers have picked out 33 
albums and one cassette as the best 
of the international and Italian 
product to receive awards in the 15th 
critics' prize-giving. 

The six different panels were 
made up of 33 members of the 
Association. They took into 
consideration records and cassettes 
released in Italy between April 1, 
1976, and March 31 this year, basing 
their choice on nominations sent in 
by scores of association members all 
over Italy. 

Thirty-one titles were selected this 
year, against 28 last year and 36 in 
1975. EMI Italiana picked up six 
awards, Phonogram five, Fonit- 
Cetra four, WEA Italiana four, 
Editoriale Sciascia three, and Decca 
and Ricordi one each. 

Companies earning one prize each 
were CBS-Sugar (seven in 1976), 
Divcrgo, Numero Uno, and PDU 
Italiana, with one award going to 
Mondadori, one of the biggest book- 
publishing houses in Italy, for a 
cassette in the Audiolibri didactic 
and documentary scries. 
Full list of winners: 
Opera:— Weber's Euryanthe, 

Hunter, Gedda, featuring Norman, 

Krause, and conducted by Janowski 
(EMI); Verdi's Luisa Miller, 
featuring Caballe, Pavarotti, 
Milnes, Giaiotti, and conducted by 
Maag (Decca); Wagner's Die 
Meistersinger Von Nurnberg 
featuring Fischcr-Dieskau] 
Ligendza, Ludwig, Domingo and 
conducted by Jochum 
(DGG/Phonogram); Mozart's Don 
Giovanni, featuring Siepi 
Edelmann, Dermota and Grummer' 
and conducted by FurtwaengleJ 
(Cetra/Fonit-Cetra); Verdi's 
Macbeth featuring Cappuccilli, 
Verrett, Ghiaurov, Domingo and 

^DGG/Vho^ogram1)y A b b a d 0 

Symphonic, Chamber, Ballet*— 
Dufay's Missa Ave Regina 
Coelorum. Clemencic Consort 
("f mo",a Mundi/Sciascia); Dowland s F,rst Bookc of Songes 

Consort of Musicke 
conducted Rooley (Oiseau- 
Lyr^pecca); Chopin's Polanaises" 
Pollim (piano) (DGG/PhonogramV 

(Prestige/ Fcmit-Cct ra); 

Braxton/Muhal Richard Abrams 
Duets 1976 (Arista/EMI); 
Guido Manusardi Delirium 
(Atlantic/WEA); Art Talum The 
Talum Solo Masterpieces 
(Pablo/Phonogram). 
Pop:— A1 Jarreau, Glow 
(Reprise/WEA); Mina, Plyrale 
(PDU); Joni Mitchell, Hejira 
(Asylum/WEA); Angelo 
Branduardi, Alia Fiera Dell'Est 
i ? dor/Phonogram); Shakti With 
John McLaughlin, Shakti (CBS); 
Agora, Agora 2, (Atlantic/WEA); 
Stevie Wonder Songs In The Key Of 
Life (Motown/EMI); Toni Esposito 
Processione Sul Mare, (Numero 
Uno); Leo Kottke, 
(Chrysal,s/Ricordi). Kraftwerk 
Kaa^Aenyity (Capitol/EMI), 
rolk: Canti Popolari di Carcere E 
Mafia. (Cetra/Fonit-Cetra); Canti 
Jaiu ari' de Liguira. (Albatros/Sciascia). 
Poetry: Gigliola Negri Canta Garcia 
Lorca (Zodiaco/Sciascia); Poestc di 

Cctra)11, read by Mil10 (Fonit/Fonit' 
Documentary: Giulio Stocchi H 
Dovere di Cantare (Diverge). 

leaten La Gatta Cenerentola, by 
Kobcrto dc Simonc (EMI); Rita Da 
ofw?' by Ida Gmboni and Paolo 
Poh (Audiolibri Mondadori). 


