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First BPI Britannia Awards give 

official recognition to UK talent 

LAST NIGHT before ihe television 
cameras in the Wembley Conference 
Centre, the British record industry 
saluted outstanding contributions 
over the past 25 years with the first 
presentation of the Britannia 
Awards. 

It was a glittering occasion 
consistent with the importance of 
the awards, introduced by the BPI in 
the centenary year of the invention 
of sound recording and also — 
hence the name — in the year of the 
Queen's Silver Jubilee. Hopefully 
destined to become an annual event, 
the Britannia Awards give British 
talent formal industry recognition. 
It will mean awards to match the 
stature of those presented in other 
countries like America which has us 
Grammys and Holland's Grand 
Gala du Disque, a major event in the 
Dutch record industry year, and 
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Germany's Schallplatten awards. 
There were, predictably enough, 

no real surprises in the first batch of 
awards. The obvious claimants for 
recognition over a 25-year peiod 
were all honoured. Nevertheless, the 
list of winners shows some 
important omissions, notably Vera 
Lynn whose claims to be chosen as 
the Best Female Solo artist received 
less votes than Shirley Bassey, while 
neither Elton John nor Tom Jones 
were as well supported as Cliff 
Richard in the choice of Best Male 
Solo artist. The only area likely to 
provoke any kind of controversy 
will be the Most Promising New 
Artist section, won by Graham 
Parker and Julie Covington. 

One award that will undoubtedly 
be fully endorsed by the record 
community at home and abroad was 
to Len Wood, EMl's group director 
records and the industry's elder 
statesman for his outstanding 
contribution to the record industry. 
He shares his award with the 
Beatles, who also took the honours 
for the Best British Pop LP — Sgt 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 
and the Best British Pop Group. 

The awards were based on votes 
cast by members of the BPI — of the 
85 companies, 42 returned the voting 

papers. The cost of the occasion, 
budgeted at about £25,000, was 
borne by tickets sold to the major 
companies and the larger 
independents. 

Awards were presented as 
follows:— 

Best British Pop Single — 
Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen tied 
with A Whiter Shade Of Pale by 
Procul Harum; Best British Pop LP 
— Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band by The Beatles; Best 
International Pop Single and LP — 
Bridge Over Troubled Water by 
Simon and Garfunkcl; Best British 
Classical Orchestral LP — War 
Requiem by Benjamin Britten; Best 
British Classical Soloist LP — 
Mozart Horn Concerto by Denis 
Brain tied with Elgar Cello Concerto 
by Jacqueline du Pre; Best British 
Non-musical Record — Under 
Milkwood by Richard Burton and 
Cast. Best British Pop Group — The 
Beatles; Best British Solo Artist 
(male) — Cliff Richard; (female) — 
Shirley Bassey; Most Promising New 
Artist (male) — Graham Parker, 
(female) — Julie Covington; Best 
British Producer — George Martin; 
Outstanding Contributions To The 
Recording Industry — L- G- Wood, 
The Beatles. 
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The single from the album 

Perry Como's new single: 'We'll meet again.' 
From his new album, The Best of British.' 

IfCA PB 9147 
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SEEN A TTEMPTING to beat the ho u--many-can-you-get-in-a-Citroen Dyane record in Curzon Street last week were 
Stuart Palmer, supervisor of the Guy N orris retail chain, leading the team and followed by Dave Harmer (RCA 's field 
sales manager). Ken Rowlands (national accounts manager), Guy Norris himself, and Eddie Tickner (London area 
manager). The car was being presented to Palmer as his prize for winning RCA s Project 50 Tape Campaign this summer. 
He correctly estimated the order in which selected RCA tape product would sell-out during the campaign. 

Satril to WEA in 

four-year pact 
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A FOUR-YEAR licensing deal for 
the UK and Ireland has been signed 
with Satril Records by WEA. Satnl 
has been linked to Pye for the last 
three years, the latter two^ being 
under a pressing and distribution 
deal only. Under the new deal Satril 
retains its offices in Soho and its 14- 
strong staff (including national 
sales) will be utilized as back-up to 
WEA's own servicing departments. 
Satril general manager Alan Melina 
will be working closely with WEA 
a&r director Dave Dee. 

Existing logo and prefixes (SAl 
for singles and SATL for albums) 
will be retained. First release via 
WEA will be a Stardust album, 
including the group's current Top 50 
entrv Ariana. Distribution rights to 
Satril back catalogue revert 
immediately to WEA with the 
exception of the Stardust single 
which remains with Pye. Other 
Satril releases scheduled before 

Midlands 

dealers meet 

in Leicester 
AS PART of an attempt to secure 
greater regional involvement among 
the retail trade, the GRRC has 
organised a meeting of record 
dealers to be held at the Post House, 
Leicester on October 20, starting at 7 
pm. The Post House is on the A46 
road near to the Ml junction. It is 
hoped that dealers from the 
Nottingham, Leicester, Derby and 
Northampton areas will attend. 
Philip FouIds of Derby, an MTA 
executive member, will be in the 
chair. 

"There are many matters of 
common interest to dealers which 
would be worth discussing," said 
one of the organisers, Jack Ainley of 
Leicester. "This meeting is being 
held to see if enough dealers are 
interested in attending regular 
meetings." 

13 titles on 

Chiswick 45 LP 
WHAT IS believed to be the 
country's first 45 rpm LP is being 
released by Chiswick in the latest 
unusual record production from a 
new wave independent label. 

Entitled All Skrewed Up by The 
Skrcwdrivers (W1K 3), it is released 
on November 4. The album contains 
13 titles and constitutes a total 
playing time of 16 minutes — an 
average of two minutes per cut. 

Chiswick director and the album's 
producer Roger Armstrong 
explained: "It was one of those 
things which just seemed to fit with 
the feel of the album. The idea 
actually came from'a Dutch bootleu 
we got hold of which was produced 
in the same way. 

"The sound we have achieved 
with . the Skrcwdriver record is 
slightly different from a normal 33 
rpm disc. Contrary to what is 
normally expected, the sound is a 
little louder than normal with a 
better overall level and a bit more 
edge. 

"It is certainly not an attempt to 
short change anybody — the 1 P is 
being retailed at £3.50. At the end of 
die day it ,s just an attempt to get a 
better production sound. 

Often with new wave albums a 
boredom factor sets in after plavinc 
both sides of an LP. This one comes 01111,1 Just the right length." 

3 

PAGE 2 

Christmas are Theme From Mash by- 
New Marketts; Curiosity by Sonny 
Blake and Heart Don't Fail Me 
Now, by Penny Lane. 

WEA HAS signed the Suburban 
Studs to a worldwide deal, and the 
band is currently finishing its debut 
LP at Lee Sound Studios in Walsall. 
Release will be as soon as possible. 
The four-man Birmingham-based 
group, fronted by lead singer Eddie 
Zips, has started an extensive British 
concert tour with AC/DC. The 
Studs single No Faith is now to be 
distributed by WEA in a limited 
edition on the original independently 
distributed Pogo label. It will be 
promoted with streamers at concerts 
and press advertising. 

PHONOGRAM RECORDS has 
signed Pendulum Records to an 
exclusive licence deal for all 
territories excluding North America. 
The first disc to be released under 
the new agreement was Peter 
Skellern's single Soft Falls The Rain, 
and the first album will be from 
Skellern too, entitled Kissing In The 
Cactus. The deal was concluded by 
Phonogram's managing director to 
be Ken Maliphant and Pendulum 
chairman and managing director 
Johnny Stirling. 

LONDON BAND Sounder is the 
first signing to a new production 
company Warped Records formed 
by Bob Johnson and Mike Clifford. 
The outfit's first product will be the 
band's debut single Get Down On 
Your Knees and Bus Stop Romance 
which has been licenced in a one-off 
logo deal to Sonet Records (SON 
2127) released on November 5. 
Among other promotional ploys, the 
first 10,000 copies of the 45 will go 
out in picture sleeves. 

Beggars' 

Banquet 

to Island 
BEGGARS' BANQUET, the record 
label offshoot ol the record 
wholesale and retail company of the 
same name, has signed a pressing 
and distribution deal with Island 
Records. 

Early product from the aureemcnl 
will include a 16-irack punk 
compilation entitled Streets which 
will feature tracks from Beggars' 
Banquet artists Lurkers and" The 
Doll as well as cuts licenced from 
other independent labels. 

These will include numbers bv 
Slaughter And The Does, The 
Nosebleeds and John Cooper Clark 
Rom the Rabid Records catalogue. 
iVhu r?" o0™ lhe SmaU wondcr abel. The Pork Dukes on Wood 
Records and Tractor on their own 
Tractor Records. 

Togeihcr with some hiiheno 
"nrdeased cuts. ,hc package will 

releaJrl "m" (BEC,A " a,ld vvi|l ^ released in November. 
Freak Show (BEG 2) by The 

whii^5 Wl11 bc lhe , irsl sinSlc «e,easc 
M le new signing The Doll will be 
rvkastng a single soon too. 
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Ronco maps out £2.5m telepush 

by CHRISWHITE 
DESPITE CONTINUED doubts 
about the state of the television 
promotion market, Ronco managing 
director Barry Collier is going ahead 
with a major autumn campaign 
centred around six different records. 
Included in the TV promotion are 
three of the company's TV- 
promoted albums from last 
Christmas, a double-album of new 
material from Frankie Vaughan, 
and the soundtrack of the new film, 
Black Gold. 

Collier admitted that the push was 
probably the biggest in Ronco's 
history, and said that at the top end 
the total campaign could be as much 
as £2.5 million at rate card prices. 
"It all depends upon the initial 
success of these albums of course — 
we shan't go if any of them show 
signs of not achieving the sales we 
would expect. However we are 
confident thai every release will be a 
winner, and in the case of the Black 

Joy LP there are hopes that it will be 
the most successful black 
compilation ever." 

He added that the TV-promotion 
market was 'not too promising' at 
the moment. "Quite simply, the 
rates are getting too expensive, they 
are totally out of proportion to 
results. It is important that there 
should be flexibility in advertising 
rates." 

The three Ronco re-issues are 
Walt Disney's Greatest Hits, 
Classical Gold and Max Bygraves' 
100 Golden Greats. Allotted budget 
for the LPs is £1.5 million. "Wcv'e 
decided to re-promote these titles 
because quite simply they were so 
successful last year. In the case of 
the Bygraves set, sales went 
platinum, and advance sales this 
year for Classical Gold have brought 
combined sales to platinum status," 
Collier also pointed out. 

New releases from Ronco are 
Frankie Vaughan's 100 Golden 

BBC chops up charts 

with Water Margin 

THE THEME from the tv series The 
Water Margin which broke into the 
Music Weeklop 50 singles chart last 
week looks like providing BBC 
Records with its biggest hit. 

Previous releases of themes 
connected to tv series, notably The 
Likely Lads, Quiller, the Ark Royal 
documentary and When The Boat 
Comes In have stimulated record 
sales, but nothing to match 
consumer interest in the music from 
this Japanese-produced action series 
involving War Lords and bandits, 
set in ancient China. 

Two weeks ago the Water Margin 
Theme (RESL 50) gained its initial 
chart entry by selling 10,000 copies 
during the week. Last week the 
record, distributed by Pye, shipped a 
further 21.000 copies. It is on the 
Radio 1 playlist and new BBC 
Records chief Alan Bilyard is 
hopeful that it will win a spot on 
TOTP. 

The Water Margin was first 
screened last year on BBC 2 and was 
then repealed during the summer, 
but it was only on September 16 to 
coincide with the screening of the 
new series that BBC Records 

released the single. Interest in the 
music had developed during 
previous runs to the point where 
BBC Records approached the 
producers NTV of Tokyo for rights 
to the theme. The label has now been 
granted worldwide rights and is 
anticipating being able to generate 
overseas sales. The series has been 
sold to Spain, Italy and Portugal, 
and negotiations are in progress for 
it to be screened in America, Canada 
and Australasia. 

The A-side of Water Margin, by 
Peter MacJunior is in Japanese, 
while the B-side by Godiego has 
English lyrics and has been given a 
disco treatment. 

BBC Records has made it a chart 
double with the entry at number 39 
into the Top 60 albums of Ten Years 
Of Hits, — Radio 1 (BEDP 002) a 
37-track double album, released to 
coincide with the Station's tenth 
anniversary. The compilation 
features 32 chart-topping titles, with 
the remaining five tracks being 
singles which reached the number 
two position. Bilyard said that the 
2LP had sold 24,000 copies. 

Greats, a four-record set of stars 
reading children's fairy tales, and 
Black Joy. 

The Black Joy album has 22 black 
pop hits which arc featured as 
background music in the film of the 
same name which goes on general 
release in November. It will be 
supported by producers Hcmdale 
with a £40,000 London radio, TV 
and poster budget. Ronco's 
advertising for the soundtrack 
albums starts on TV from October 
26 and the mooted budget is 
£150,000. In addition, Pye is taking 
the unusual step of issuing a single 
of two of the songs from the album 
— The Real Thing's Lightning 
Strikes Again and Dance With Me, 
The Liverpool group are actually 
featured in the film performing the 
numbers in a discotheque sequences. 
Another song featured in the film 
Love With You by Bill Fredericks is 
being released by Polydor on 
November 4. 

Charly puts 

freeze on 

Elvis Sun LP 
THE HIGH court hearing of RCA's 
application for an injunction, 
banning Charly Records from 
continuing to produce or sell the 
Presley Sun Years album until full 
trial of the copyright infringement 
case, was forestalled on Tuesday last 
week by a voluntary undertaking 
from Charly. 

The company has promised not to 
manufacture, sell or advertise the 
album until the case is heard. No 
date has been set for this hearing, 
but RCA business affairs manager 
Peter Bailey pointed out, 
"Obviously we are pressing to have 
it come to trial as soon as possible". 

Before Charly gave its 
undertaking its US licensor, Sun 
Corporation, had already settled its 
dispute with RCA in America over 
the same matter, and had paid 
damages. 
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EMI 'sluggers' on 21-city dealer tour 

THE BIGGEST push EMI has ever 
made to persuade dealers to order 
early and in bulk for the whole of 
the Christmas period is currently 
under way. The Group Repertoire 
Sales and Promotion Division has 
launched a nationwide tour to 
spearhead the 1977 Christmas stock 
campaign, and intends to visit 21 
locations — staying two days at the 
venues in the biggest cities — before 
October 27. 

Dealers are being invited to call at 
the designated hotel in their area 
between 11am and 10pm to select a 
Christmas stock order from the 
2,000 group repertoire albums and 
tapes on show. Terry Walker, 
national promotions manager said 
that the titles had been carefully 
selected to offer the dealer likely 
catalogue best-sellers. 

David Symondson, assistant 
national sales manager to Jim 
Parminter — with whom he has 
organised the lour — said that it was 
hoped that the tour would reach 
about 1,500 of the 2,500 dealers in 
the country with viable accounts, 
and that it was the most ambitious 
project of its kind to date. 

The tour, whereby two vans 
loaded with browsers and product 
are stopping at nationwide venues 
and offering hospitality and viewing 

time to local dealers, began on 
October 10. 

Results so far were good, 
Symondson said. He added that 
dealers ordering 2,000 or more units 
will be eligible for extended credit. 
"I know that it is difficult to predict 
exactly what will sell throughout 
that period, but if dealers would 
stock up now on the prime catalogue 
numbers we could completely avoid 
the situation of last year — when 
late orders meant we were out of 
stock by the New Year and could not 
re-stock properly for a couple of 
months". 

Pan of the touring promotion 
plan is to hold raffles for small 
prizes at each venue, with five tickets 
for each of the regional winners 
going forward into a final draw, 
with a Toshiba Music Centre hi-fi 
system and other prizes to win. 

The sales and promotion tour 
follows closely on a reorganisation 
of the sales and promotion forces. 
Walker, who recently moved from 
marketing to head promotion, has 
combined the singles sales force and 
the national promotion team, under 
the unofficial title of Sluggers. A 
disbeliever in the generally-held 
theory that selling and promoting 
arc different jobs requiring different 
people. Walker has asked each 

"slugger", now covering a smaller 
sales area, to promote the singles he 
is selling to the dealers at the local 
radio stations. 

The success rate, particularly in 
the ability to keep radio informed of 
what dealers arc thinking, and vice 
versa, is already showing. Walker 
added. With the new job definition 
goes a push into areas of the country 
where representatives have in the 
past rarely if ever been seen by 
retailers, because the area being 
covered by each salesman or 
promotion man was just too large to 
be covered effectively. 

JET RECORDS has moved to 102- 
104 Gloucester Place, London, W.l. 
Telephone 01-486-6040 (20 lines). 
REBEL RECORDS has moved 
addresses to Rebel House, 67 
Wigmore Street, W.l. New 
telephone number: 935-7587. 
GLORIA BRISTOW, who has 
become Gloria Bristow-Saundcrs. 
has moved her Fenix Promotions to 
12 Valency Close. Northwood, 
Middlesex HA6 3JR: New 
telephone: 092 74 28130. 
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COULD BE that David Hamilton's transfer to Radio 2 will not 
happen — he's holidaying in Portugal pondering whether to be 
"an m-o-r dj on a national station or a pop dj on a commercial 
station" and the possibilities of syndication   anticipated — 
debut shortly of Rainbow Records associated with the rock 
theatre after Lisa Dcnton, sales manager Fil Towers likely 
to be the next Phonogram executive to be making a personal 
statement A/B7 Singles File compiler Tony Jasper delighted 
to see 20 of the 60 titles mentioned so far showing in last week's 
Top 50   on November 10, music press will feature in ITV 
weekly What The Papers Say programme, with Anne Nightingale 
surveying the scene   at recent Newmarket sales Philip 
Solomon purchased yearlings to the value of £250,000. 
DECCA FACTORY manager George Williams estimates that 
current scramble for pressings has resulted in his turning down 
outside orders for 1.5 million LPs in a Swiss hospital after 
an accident, James Galway played Happy Birthday on flute over 
the phone to RCA classical promotion lady Madeline Kasket 
  EMI international repertoire manager Glyn Evans and 
Harvest product manager Freddy Cannon combining well to 
bring home hits from overseas — Trinidad Oil Company 
(Holland), Saints (Australia), and now La Belle Epoque (Italy) 
they are lipping Universal Energy from France as the next one 
 following Britannia Awards joint win (with Queen), Procul 
Harum's Whiter Shade of Pale reissued via Cube   David 
Beale of Friarmere Management recently married Dee Eldridge, 
ex-Second Generation singer. 
INTERESTING to see which ultimately grabs the best sales — 
Rolling Stones Love You Live 2LP for WEA or Arcade's tv- 
promoted golden oldies collection Get Stoned, which bears more 
than a passing resemblance to Decca's Rolled Gold compilation 
of fairly recent memory  now convalescing at home after a 
lengthy spell in hospital, GRRC secretary Harry Tipple   
Peter Blake ripped for the leading role in The Stud movie (once 
considered for Tom Jones) — which could be a lipsmackin' rock 
& rollin' assignment   at Cafe Royal on Monday Pye 
presented Brotherhood Of Man with a gold disc for Angelo — 
group's new album has already shipped silver at Pickwick, 
Claudio Vidoli replaces pressgal Sue Gilmour while at EMI, 
m-o- r press officer Doug Goodman leaves this month to go on 
safari in Africa. 
AT MPA Tin Pan Alley Ball on October 24 members of the cast 
of Bubbling Brown Sugar will provide the cabaret   after 
reading last week's reference, BPI Director Geoffrey Bridge 
arranged for Bill Martin to have tickets for industry's dinner and 
ball Official Elvis Presley Fan Club has approved a tribute 
concert featuring Freddie Starr in London early next year, while 
secretary Todd Slaughter is acting as an advisor on forthcoming 
Elvis musical RCA press release reveals Perry Como arrives 
this week to "indulge in unashamed Anglophobia" — and we 

^thought he liked the place! ^ 
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Crosby leaves recording wealth 

by CHRIS WHITE 
DESPITE THE death of Bing 
Crosby last Friday (14). the singer's 
immense legacy of 7,000 recordings 
is likely to ensure constant album re- 
issues in the future. In particular, 
during the last three or four years. 
Crosby's recording commitments 
had been centred upon London, and 
he had only just completed his first 
album for Polydor, produced by 
Ken Barnes. 

Crosby's death followed a period 
when his popularity in the UK had 
been revitalised, via stage 
performances and TV appearances, 
His opening night concert at the 
London Palladium in June 1976 
marked the first time in a career 
spanning 51 years that he had 
performed in the UK, and triggered 
off a series of similar concerts, both 
here and in the US. Within 24 hours 

of promoter Robert Paterson 
announcing details of the concerts, 
40,000 ticket applications had been 
received. His last stage appearances 
had been at the London Palladium 
where he completed a two-week 
season on October 8. 

Crosby had no exclusive recording 
contract with any one record 
company, so that although in the 
main, his last titles were made for 
United Artists, he had also recorded 
two albums for Decca while in 
London. UA's Crosby catalogue 
consists of That's What Life Is All 
About (UAG 29730), At My Time 
Of Life (UAS 29956). A Couple Of 
Song And Dance Men (with Fred 
Astaire) (UAS 29888) and Beautiful 
Memories (UAS 30116), which was 
released two weeks ago. Decca has 
six Crosby albums in catalogue, the 
most recent being Feels Good Feels 

Anchor publishing 

puts product on Ice 

ANCHOR MUSIC has launched a 
new label. Ice Records, to provide 
an outlet for carefully-selected 
repertoire acquired by the publishing 
company, as distinct from Anchor 
Records. 

Ice is not being run in tandem with 

RCA display, 

sates survey 

RCA IS conducting a short internal 
survey to evaluate the cost- 
effectiveness of window displays for 
the new Perry Como album, Best Of 
British. 

Over a period of two weeks to a 
month, sales returns from 400 
selected national outlets will be 
compared to those from shops 
without displays. This is believed to 
be the first time a record company 
has done this type of research. 

It was conceived by RCA's 
m.o.r./jazz label manager Dave 
Machray, and the resulting figures 
will be used to assess the benefit of 
such campaigns for future product. 

the Anchor label, and, managing 
director lan Ralfini emphasised, 
decisions over what to release rest 
entirely with Anchor Music general 
manager. Charlie Crane. 

First single is Silver Dream by 
Kevin Kitchen, available this Friday 
(21). and the only Ice disc scheduled 
for the first few months of its 
existence. The intention is to permit 
artist, label and promotion to spend 
considerable time and effort 
establishing the product and the act. 
These activities will be handled by 
Anchor, but, as Ralfini pointed out; 
"Anchor as a label must take 
preference." 

Ice is the second domestic outlet 
to be launched by the company; the 
first was Handkerchief. The current 
intention, however, is quite different 
— Handkerchief was run by Anchor 
as a label for product (such as one- 
off and novelty singles) which did 
not fit into its own image. Ice is a 
quite separate venture, not directly 
under Ralfini's control, and 
intended as an opportunity for the 
publishing side of the organisation 
to expand, and to exploit its material 
on as wide a front as possible (see 
feature, p46). 
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Right (SKL 5261), A Southern 
Memoir (SHU 8489) and Bingo 
Viejo (SHU 8499). In addition, K- 
Tel has a double-album (NE 951) 
featuring Crosby live at the London 
Palladium last year. 

Crosby's total British catalogue, 
including rc-issucs and budget 
releases, amounts to some 50 
albums. The bulk of his recordings 
were for MCA, including The Best 
Of Bing (MCF 2540). and the classic 
White Christmas (MCF 2568). In 
addition the company has just issued 
another album, Bing And Co. 
(MCFM 2775), featuring his ducts 
with such singers as Judy Garland. 
Louis Armstrong, A1 Jolson and 
Bob Hope. Other record companies 
which have available product by the 
singer include Pye, CBS and RCA. 

It seems unlikely, however, that 
future Bing Crosby re-issues will 
feature previously unreleased 
material. MCA is planning a 
commemorative 20-track greatest 
hits album, which is being rush- 
released in the US, and the single 
White Christmas will again be 
available this year. In addition there 
is an imported three-record box-set, 
Bing Crosby — Great Entertainer 
(MCA 9284-6), retailing at £13.99 
available through EMI Imports. 
UA has released all its Crosby 
material and it seems likely that 
Decca, too, has exhausted its stock- 
pile. 

Crosby's last recordings are issued 
by Polydor in two weeks' time. The 
singer signed a recording contract 
with the company only two weeks 
ago. and recorded the LP. Seasons 
(Polydor 2442 151) in London the 
last two weeks in September. In 
addition, the title track — composed 
by Gilbert Becaud with English 
lyrics by producer Ken Barnes — is 
rush-released as a single this Friday. 
UA recently issued a single, 
Beautiful Memories (UP 36305) and 
is re-releasing At My Time Of Life 
as a single. 

Virgin's 

Branson 

assaulted 
A POLICE-SUPPLIED radio 
transmitter and a tape recorder were 
used by Virgin chief Richard 
Branson in trapping three men who 
arc currently being tried for 
assaulting him with intent to rob. 
and blackmailing him for £5.000. 

At the Old Bailey, law student 
Dennis Bartholomew, of 
Bishopsgate, London; Sebastian 
Clarke, and his brother Brent, both 
of Muswcll Hill. London, have 
pleaded not guilty to the charges. 
The Clarke brothers arc owners of 
Atra Records, which was involved in 
a financial dispute with Virgin 
before the incidents which led to the 
court case. 

The three defendants are alleged 
to have attacked Branson at his 
home in Notling Hill. London, on 
March 1 1976. pulling him from his 
bed and beating him up before 
demanding £5.000 — five times the 
amount the brothers claimed he 
owed them, and over 15 times what 
Branson admits Virgin owed Atra. 

The three men, who are said to 
have had a "heavy" (as yet 
umraced) with them at the time of 
the attack, were caught when 
Branson attended a rendezvous in a 
cafe near the Virgin office, taking 
with him the transmiiier and 
recorder, and having disguised 
policemen on hand to make the 
arrests. John Bevan, prosecuting, 
said that there was a dispute between 
Atra which claimed it was owed 
£1,000 and Virgin, which agreed to 
only £320 of that sum. 

The case is continuing. 

NOT A silver bullet but a silver disc - Capitol recording artist Bob Seger 
currently visiting Britain, presents EMI West London salesman. 
(left) with the '"Salesman Of THgMonih''amrd for August. The occasion 
was a special reception held for Seger at Crockfords last week. 

Kidnap, theft charge 

for disc sales chief 
A FORMER record company 
salesman told a jury at Cardiff 
Crown Court how he was threatened 
with torture and death after being 
kidnapped by his former manager, 
Clifford Jones, at the time western 
area manager for Record 
Merchandisers. 

At the trial of Jones, now in its 
second week, the salesman, Larry 
Titmus (26) of Victoria Park Road, 
Malvcrn. Worcs.. claimed that he 
was warned he would be tortured 
with a red-hot iron and his body 
dumped in concrete on the M4 if he 
did not write false confessions to a 
theft of records worth more than 
£3,500. 

Jones (36) of Colchester Avenue, 
Cardiff has admitted kidnapping 
and unlawfully imprisoning Titmus 
and attempting to pervert the course 
of justice by forcing Titmus to write 
letters confessing to the theft from 
Record Merchandisers. He has 
pleaded not guilty to stealing the 
records and also to a charge of 
stealing records worth £8,500 from 
the same firm between July 1971 and 
April 1977. Also before the court is 
Barbara Ann Evans (23) of Glyn 
Collcn, Pentwyn, Cardiff, Jones' 
half-sister, who has pleaded not 
guilty to kidnapping and unlawful 
imprisonment. 

Titmus told the court that after 
making the threats Jones held him 
prisoner for three days, either tied to 
a bed or locked in a car boot. When 
he asked Jones if he was going to lei 
him go or kill him, defendant 
replied: "It doesn't really matter 
because I will kill you if you do not 
write them". 

The kidnap occurred after he went 
to the Holiday Inn, Bristol, to meet 
Jones after being offered a lucrative 
job. He was bundled into the car 
boot and driven to a Cardiff suburb 
where he was tied to a bed. Jones 
spoke of an interview with the police 
about the theft of the records and 
stated that he had no intention of 
going to prison for "a lousy £3000 
worth of records." 

Titmus continued: "Jones told me 
he wanted me to write letters to the 
police and record company 
confessing to the crimes. This would 
not be enough to get him off the 
hook, but it would be enough to get 
him his passport back. He added 
something about going to Sweden." 
He wrote the letters, and under 
instructions from Jones confessed to 
the theft. 

Earlier, Michael Gibbon QC, 
prosecuting, alleged that Jones was 
assisted in the kidnapping plan by 
his half-sister. The ordeal of Titmus 
came to an end after three days when 
passers-by heard his cries from 
inside a car boot. By the time the 
police arrived the car had gone, hut 

was located in a garage in another 
part of Cardiff. Titmus was freed 
and police also recovered £8,500 
worth of records. Counsel claimed 
that Evans knew what was 
happening and had allow'cd her 
home to be used for the 
imprisonment of Titmus. 

The case continues. 

BRIAN DOCKERY has been 
appointed managing director 
designate of EMI Ireland. He 
succeeds Guy Robinson, who is 
leaving the EMI Group to set up his 
own music business. Dockery has 
been with EMI for 18 years, his last 
appointment being resident director 
in Tokyo since December 1974. 

NORMAN HARPER has retired 
from his position as works manager 
for the Decca record factories. He 
joined the company in 1958. George 
Williams who joined Decca in 1976 
succeeds him although Harper will 
continue his relationship with Decca 
on a consultancy basis. 

Evelyn Plunketl has also retired 
from Decca after 40 years with the 
company. She started as a typist, 
later moving to the export 
department, and during the War 
worked in all sections of the 
company. She later transferred to 
Decca's artists department. 

ERIC HALL, formerly promotion 
executive at EMI Records, has 
joined ATV Music as creative 
manager. 

He has a wide background of 
publishing experience, having left 
school at 15 to start work at Mills 
Music. Later he worked for 
Lawrence Wright, Campbell 
Connelly, J.R. Walsh and Cyril 
Shane. Prior to joining EMI, on a 
four-year stint, he handled 
publishing and promotion for Don 
Arden. 

Hall said: "Much as 1 loved the 
record side, I've yearned to got back 
to publishing, because it is an area I 
know well." 

BILLY WALKER has taken over 
responsibility lor marketing and 
advertising at Island Records, 
reporting directly to managing 
director Tim Clark. He has also 
become Shelter Records label 
manager. Walker, former editor of 
Sounds and Street life, has worked at 
Island since last Spring and takes 
over as marketing chief from Tony 
Lions. 
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FREE ME-BRO 47 

You're looking at the new single from Uriah Heep, taken from their 

forthcoming album "Innocent Victim" set for release on November 4th. 

We think you'll find it a bit different for Heep, but we know you're 

gonna' like it, especially with the first 10,000 in full colour bags. 

URIAH HEEP 
EMI Records Limiied. 20. Manchester Square. London W1A1ES. Sales and Distribution Centre. 1 -3 Uxbridge Road. Hayes. Middlesex. Tel: (01 pSS 4532/4611 & 848 9811 
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LONDON RECORDS rrio Hodges. James and Smith pur the finishing touches to the refurbished Decca promotion 
department offices in Great Marlborough Street by putting silver and gold discs on the wall. Looking on (left) is Arthur 
Cullis, financial director, together with (left to right) Laurence Isaacson, director of creative business, singer John Miles, 
designer Jim Nichols of Nichols and Pollard, Mick McDonagh, head of press and promotion, and Bob Marshall, John 
Miles' co- writer and bass player. 

FOLLOWING HER London concert debut at the Theatre Royal, Elektra 
singer Carole Bayer Sager was guest of honour at an after-concert party. She is 
seen here with her manager John Re id and songwriter Nicky Chinn. 
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DURING A recent visit to Mot own's Brazilian licensee Top 
Tape Music, international vice-president Ken East was 
presented with a gold record for the chart-topping Motown 
New York City Disco album. East fright) received the record 
from Top Tapes president Jose Sobrinho. 

TINA CHARLES has just been awarded the Canadian 
equivalent of the Grammy with a Juno award for her single I 
Love To Love, the best-selling international single of 1976. 
Tina Charles (centre) is pictured at the London presentation 
with CBS director of international a&r Peter Robinson and 
Sally Shackleton, manager a&r licensing services. 

* 

m 

THE TARTAN Lads were among the visitors to the recent 
trade show organised in Glasgow by Clyde Factors. The kilted 
duo are seen in company with (left to right), Bert Young, senior 
sales executive, and Bill Nelson and his wife from Paisley. 

INTRODUCING SPARKS 
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For the first time on their 
new label CBS-a great new album 
INTRODUCING SPARKS 
featuring the new single 

A BIG SURPRISE" CBS5593 

Due for 
release 
soon 

Produced by Terry Powell. 
Ron Mael& Russell Mael 

82284 

CBS 
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EVERYONE'S AFTER 

HIGHWAYMAN 

ANOTHER SURE FIRE NOil mKm 

FROM 

BROTHERHOOD 

OF MAN 

♦ ALREADY SEEN ON TV & 

GUARANTEED HEAVYAIR PLAY 

REWARD 

££££££{■£££ 

Orders To; Pye Records (Sales) Ltd.. 132 Western Road. Mitcham. Surrey CR4 3UT. Telephone: 01-640 3344 ED TaMilU 
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Danish project to mark 

Edison centenary 

COPENHAGEN — The lOOih. 
anniversary of recorded sound was 
celebraied here ai a reception vvith 
Minister of Culture Niels Matthiasen 
as guest of honour. He was 
presented with copies of three 
special double albums, covering 
pop. rock and classics, from the 
Danish branch of IFP1. 

A foundation has been set up in 
Denmark for projects of special 
national or cultural value and 
financial backing will come from 
sales of these albums, which retail at 
£5 and involve artists donating 
rovalties to the fund. Later this year 

there will be three commemorative 
concerts in the Tivoli Concert Hall, 
featuring the three recorded 
categories of music. 

Bjorn Wiinblad, designer and 
creator from the Germany 
Roscnthal group, created an ollicial 
poster to mark the centenary. 1FP1 
chairman Kurt Hviid Mikkelsen and 
lawyer Johan Schlutcr, IFPI 
secretary, presented a poster to the 
minister who said he could not 
promise a removal of Value Added 
Tax at luxury rate on records while 
Denmark moved through a financial 
crisis. 

/ 
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Presley recordings book Beatles most Television 

sales ploy 
COPENHAGEN — With three 
paperbacks written by Danish 
journalists on the life and times of 
Elvis Presley already on the market 
here, another publication. Elvis 
Recording Sessions has appeared 
and looks a sure seller among record 
people all over the world. 

The book is by Ernst Jorgensen, 
Erik Rasmussen and Johnny 
Mikkelsen, all of whom are involved 
in running the official Danish Elvis 
Presley Fan Club. 

Since 1970 they have collected 
facts about Presley recordings. 
Through RCA and other world 
sources they have completed a 
comprehensive book about all the 
sessions the singer ever undertook. 
The Sun period, the RCA dates, 
along with film and television 
recording commitments are detailed, 
with notes on song composers and 
back-up musicians. 

Recording dates, release dates, 
matrix numbers, and studios are all 
listed, with a lengthy index linked to 
the discography, where releases are 
listed chronologically. Technical 
comments are added about some of 
the sessions. Songs unreleased up to 
July 20, 1977 are also included. 

Facts such as Mike Stoller playing 
piano on Treat Me Nice in May 
1957, or jazz guitarist Barney Kessel 
playing on the soundtrack for Girls, 
Girls, Girls in March, 1962, emerge 
at a time when most Elvis Presley 
record sleeves are short on basic 
information. 

Hcde Nielsen Records, the RCA 
distributor in Denmark, is backing 
the Elvis Recording Sessions project 
and worldwide RCA divisions have 
ordered copies for distribution to 
disc jockeys or big record retail 
outlets. At least 15,000 copies have 
been sold at a retail price of some £5. 

popular group 

in Greece, 

says poll 
ATHENS — The Beatles emerge as 
the most popular pop act of all time, 
in a listener's poll here which 
stretched over six months on ERT- 
Radio. 

The 'top ten' acts were featured in 
a special show broadcast by top- 
rated Pop Club, presented on ERT 
by John Petridis and the full rating 
was: 1, Beatles; 2. Pink Floyd; 3. 
Deep Purple; 4, Diana Ross: 5, 
Abba; 6, Genesis; 7, Janis Joplin; 8. 
Elvis Presley; 9, Barry White; 10, 
Paul McCartney. 
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"Street Survivors" (MCG 3525) the new album from 
Lynyrd Skynyrd is released this Friday, October 21. Coinciding 
with the release there's a special press and radio  —   
campaign breaking this week, with the message ^ 

"Look Out For The Skynyrd Flag This Saturday". s 1 

So make sure you stick them up! n ' jL u" 

MCA RECORDS 

ATHENS — Greek record 
companies foresee a rapid sales 
upturn following the appearance on 
tv specials of some of their most 
popular international acts. 

Phonogram had the Ritchie 
Family, Ypsilon and Art Sullivan 
flown into Athens for ERT 
productions. Music Box invited the 
all-girl trio Hodges, James and 
Smith, and Emial brought in Herve 
Villard. French artists Shake and 
Jennifer are due (24) to make special 
tv appearances. 

Each special lasts 45 minutes and 
usually includes a complete 
breakdown of the latest album 
released here by the artist concerned. 
Sometimes an interview with the 
performer is included- 

Report shows 

more IPs than 

singles sold 

pATDTc   A report on the French 
record industry '9^' P'^cd 
by industry organization SNEPA, 
stresses the fact that for the ftrst 
time more albums were sold than 
singles. It also emphasizes the 36.6 
per cent sales upswing in cassette 

XotaT of all sales, discs and 
cassettes, was 141 million. Records 
dropped 2.3 per cent but a 
breakdown shows 58,859,060 were 
LPs as against 49,252.709 singles. 

Another revelation was that of 20 
million blank tape cassettes sold, at 
least 14 million were used for home 
recording or copying. 

The drop in record sales was due 
entirely to the singles decline. In 
1975, 57,661,860 singles were sold, 
so the drop was in the eight million 
region- ., „ , m Copyright fees paid totalled £11 
million, an increase of 19 per cent 
over 1975, while performing right 
fees went up by a similar percentage. 

Asseo to md 

of Polydor 
PARIS — Polydor France has 
named Andre Asseo as managing 
director of Polymedia, the affiliate 
which looks after its audio-visual 
activities. He previously handled the 
creative services division of Polydor. 

Asseo's job is to prepare the way 
for video-discs, though it is admitted 
that actual production dates are still 
a long way off. He will also prepare 
special films for use in industry. 

MCA Records. 1 Great Puiteney Street. London W1 

Inter French songs push 

PARIS — French radio, France 
Inter, is introducing what is said to 
be an entirely new form of popular 
music programme. Broadcast from 
10 to 11 am Monday to Friday, it 
comprises story songs under the 
overall title of Chansons a Histoires. 

The stories arc aimed at bringing 
the listener closer to the singer and 
writer, since many are built round 
personal experiences, while others 
are of historic events. 

France Inter intends the series to 
be an effort to build the quality of 
pop music shows and to eliminate 
plugging, since the songs will not be 
recent record releases. 

The series could prove a positive 
step towards a policy change on 
radio, following protests by the 
National Syndicate of Writers and 
Composers about what it calls "the 
invasion of foreign pop". 

4 
PAPOSTATIK 

DISC PREENER 

• The 
original 
Dust Bug 

• Parostatlk ® Disk Preener 
• Manual Parastat ® 
• Hi-Fi Parastat® 
• Stylus Cleaner 
• Parostatlk® Antistatic Fluid 
• Parastat® Wash Brush 
• Humid Mop Kit. 
Plus a full range of 
replacement parts. 

Totally 
British Made 

Write or telephone 
for leaflets and price lists 
Manufactured in England t 

CvJibcatfa 
Darby House, Sunbury-on- 
Thames, Middlesex. Telep 
Sunbury-on-Thames 83252 
Telex: 27750. 
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UA are proud to announce that 

KENNY ROGERS 

won the award for the 

Best Singles Artist 

and 

CRYSTAL GAYLE 

came first as the 

Female Artist Of The Year 

s# 

Both Kenny and Crystal can be seen in concert: 

NOVEMBER 

2 - DUBLIN 5 - LONDON Rainbow 

3 - BELFAST Grosvenor Hall 6 - LIVERPOOL Empire 

4 - BIRMINGHAM Hippodrome 7 - CARDIFF Capitol 

& 

m 
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Hungarian musicians 

gain world renown 

BUDAPEST — Hungarian 
composers, and their works, are 
gaining more and more prominence 
at international level. 

The Koussevitzky Music 
Foundation, for example, 
commissioned Sandor Balassa to 
write a composition of his own 
choice, an honour granted "in 
recognition of his contribution to 
the world of contemporary music." 

Then Balassa's Quartetto For 
Percussion Opus 18 was performed 
at the London Promenade Concerts 
by the London Percussion 
Ensemble, conducted by Lionel 
Friend. Iris For Orchestra Opus 22. 
by the same composer was 
performed in May this year by the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Akeo 
Watanabe. 

At the Zagreb Biennale, works by 
Hungarian composer Attila Bozay 
were performed. Bozay, who 
specializes also in compositions for 
the zither, performed two of his own 
works. His Improvisations No. 2 for 
recorders and siring trio received its 

first European performance after 
the world premiere in Canada in 
February this year. 

Rikskonserter, the Swedish 
concert agency, chose Hungarian 
music as its main theme for festivals 
staged at Lake Siljan and at 
Ostersund. Swedish and Hungarian 
artists joined forces to present old 
and new Hungarian music, from 
Renaissance composer Balint 
Barfark to contemporary writers. 
Pieces by Andras Szollosy, Laszlo 
Dubrovay and Rezso Sugar were 
among the newer works featured. 

The young U.S. composer and 
trombonist Steven Frank, and his 
ensemble, performed three 
contemporary Hungarian brass 
works at a concert at Youngstown 
State University, featuring works by 
Gyula David, Istvan Lang and 
Istvan Bogar. 

Then Fire Music, a sextet for 
flute, clarinet, piano, violin, viola 
and cello by eminently successful 
Hungarian composer Zsolt Durko 
was played in Washington by the 
Fires of London. 

Pathe-Marconi re-shuffle 

PARIS — The expanding publishing 
interests of Pathe Marconi EMI 
have led to an executive reshuffle 
here. 

Francois Minchin, president and 
director-general of Pathe Marconi, 
has named Alain de Ricou as 
managing director of the publishing 
side of the group. This includes Eco 
Music. Francis Day and Hunter and 
the Editions Champs Elysees. 

The latter was founded by Gerard 
Tournier former head of 
Sonopresse. This group was taken 
over by Pathe Marconi last year and 
just a few weeks ago Tournier 
resigned for personal reasons. Alain 
de Ricou was formerly director- 
general of Pathe Marconi Editions 
and later of Ricou Rouge Editions, 
but now heads all publishing 
interests. 

West 

Germany 

(Courtesy Musikmarkt) 
1 SORRY I'M A LADY, Baccara. 

RCA 
2 MAGIC FLY. Space, 

Hansa Int/Ariola 
3 QUEEN OF CHINA TOWN, 

Amanda Lear, Ariola 
4 MUSST DU JETZT GRADE 

GEHEN LUCILLE. Michael 
Holm. Ariola 

5 I FEEL LOVE, Donna Summer, 
GMG/Atlantic 

6 YES SIR I CAN BOOGIE. 
Baccara, RCA 

7 A FAR L'AMORE COMINCIA 
TU, Raffaella Carra. CBS 

8 STANDING IN THE RAIN, 
John Paul Young, Ariola 

9 SO YOU WIN AGAIN. Hot 
Chocolate. Rak/EMI Electrola 

10 IT'S YOUR LIFE, Smokle, 
Rak/EMI Electrola 

11 ROCKOLLECTION, Laurent 
Voulzy, RCA 

12 BARRACUDA, Heart, 
Portrait/CBS 

13 LUCILLE, Kenny Rogers. 
United Artists/Ariola 

14 ANGELO, Brotherhood of 
Man, Pye/Ariola 

15 HIMBEEREIS ZUM 
FRUSTUCK, Hoffmann and 
Hoffmann, GMG/Atlantic 

LPs 
1 DISCO FEVER, Various 

Artists, K-Tel 
2 ELVIS FOREVER, Elvis 

Presley, RCA 
3 HIT TORNADO, Various 

Artists, Arcade 
4 LOVE FOR SALE. Boney M. 

Hansa Int/Ariola 
5 GREATEST HITS. Smokie, 

Rak/EMI Electrola 

6 HOTEL CALIFORNIA, Eagles, 
«s=r; 

Donna ^ 
GMG/Atlantic 

8 RUMOURS. Fleetwood Mac. Warner Bros/WEA 
9 SUPER HITS ORIGINAL. Various Artists, RCA 

10 MAGIC FLY, Space. Hansa 
Int/Ariola 

Holland 
(Courtesy Stichting 
Nederlandse Top 40) 

1 DO YOU REMEMBER, Long 
Tall Ernie, Polydor 

2 WOODEN HEART, Elvis 
Presley, RCA _ 

3 GIVE A LITTLE BIT, 
Supertramp. A&M 

4 BABY WHAT A BIG 
SURPRISE, Chicago, CBS 

5 FLOAT ON, Floaters, ABC 
6 I REMEMBER ELVIS 

PRESLEY, Danny Mirror, 
Basart 

7 STANDING IN THE RAIN. 
John Paul Young, Ariola 

8 DREAMS. Fleetwood Mac, 
Warner Bros 

9 WAY DOWN, Elvis Presley. 
RCA 

10 YOU DONT HAVE TO SAY, 
Guys and Dolls, Magnet 

Spain 

(Courtesy of 
"El Gran Musical") 

1 ROCKOLLECTION. Laurent 
Voulzy, RCA 

2 SON TUS PERJUMENES 
MUJER, Carlos Mejia Godoy 
y los de PalacagOina, CBS 

3 MA BAKER. Boney M, Ariola 

_ mm 

4 HOTEL CALIFORNIA, Eagles, 
Hispavox/WEA 

5 CISNE CUELLO NEGRO. 
Basitio, Zafiro 

6 CUENTAME, Manhattan 
Transfer, Hispavox 

7 ROCKY, Banda Original pelicula, Ariola 
8 THE YEAR OF THE CAT, Al 

Stewart, RCA 
9 ACCIDENTAL LOVER, Love & 

Kisses. Movieplay 
10 LIVING NEXT DOOR TO 

ALICE, Smokie, EMI 

Italy 
I Tl AMO, Umberto Tozzi, 

2L°ADNGELO AZZURRO, 
Umberto Balsamo, 
Phonogram 

3 MA BAKER. Boney M, 
Durium 

4 I FEEL LOVE, Donna Summer, 
Durium 

5 TOMORROW, Amanda Lear, 
Phonogram 

6 ROCKOLLECTION, Laurent 
Voulzy, RCA 

7 A' CANZUNCELLA, Alunm 
Del Sole, Produttori 
Associati, Ricordi 

8 Ml VENDO, Renato Zero. 
RCA M 

9 ZODIACS, Roberta Kelly. 
Durium 

10 PROFETA NON SARO . 
Demis Roussos. Philips- 
Phonogram 

II R AGAZZINA, Luca 
D'Ammonio, Disco Piu-MM 

12 10 CANTO E TU, Gianni Bella, 
CGD-MM 

13 MAGIC FLY, Space. Vogue - 
Eonit/Cetra 

14 GIORNI/ORMAI, Mina, PDU- 
EMI 

15 YEAR OF THE CAT, Al 
Stfiwart. RCA 
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Rod Mcftuen 77 
S7 

DJF 20521. Released 4th October 
also on cassette DJH 40521. 
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October Tues l8 Br 
i 
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October Tues 18 Britannia Wards, Wembley. 
Fri21 Royal Festival Hall, London. 
Sun 23 Thames Hall, Slough. 
Tues 25 Central Hall, Chatham. 
Fri 28 Winter Gardens, Bournemouth. 
Sat 29 Congress Theatre, Eastbourne. 
Sun 30 Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester. 
Mon 31 Usher Hall, Edinburgh. 

November Tues 1 Ulster Hall, Belfast. 
I hurs 3 Coventry I heatre, Coventry. 
Sat 5 Eden Court Theatre, Inverness 
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DJM RECORDS LIMITED. JAMES OWJJ HOUSE NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON WGA1DP. 
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^OT FROM THEIR 

sensational 

tours 

UTTLE 

with the album 

that's getting all the airplay 

DIAMANTINA 

COCKTAIL 
EMC 3187 
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ALFALPHA 

at the other end 

of new wave 

with their debut album 

ALFALPHA 
EMC 3213 

r.HFCK VOUR STOCKS 

THERE'S GONNA BE A HUGE DEMAHn" 
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