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So who are 

the guilty 

pirtiiil 

SO WHAT'S New? Certainly not 
Monday's soporific lead story in the 
Daily Express that the charts are 
being hyped. As a piece of 
investigative journalism, it was 
enough to make the Crusader hang 
up his sword in embarrassment. 

Once again, Fleet Street has 
decided that the time is right to use a 
big slick against the unprincipled 
record industry for allegedly fiddling 
the charts. But what evidence did the 
Express produce to support its 
claim? Well, there was dear 
Jonathan King, always good for a 
quote, when asked to don his 
industry Arnold Spokesman mantle, 
prattling on that the chart has been 
"totally inaccurate over the past 12 
to 18 months." A likely story and a 
generalisation hardly worthy of the 
man. Then there was a record shop 
in the West Midlands claiming that 
the trend for chart hyping had 
recently gone "absolutely beserk". 
There were a few other quotes on 
similar lines and a reference to a 
mysterious marketing agency in 
South West London, which appears 
to have on its books 400 housewives 
ready at the drop of a fiver to rush 
off and buy records into the Top 50. 

It was all pretty insubstantial 
stuff. If the Daily Express (like the 
Daily Mail before it) fell that it had a 
story worthy of the front-page lead, 
then it was presumably confident 
that the information upon which it 
was based was accurate. Why then 
did it not expose the guilty 
companies and identify the records 
which have made the charts due to 
some fraudulent and underhand 
behaviour? It would have been 
doing the industry a favour and 
might have helped to clear the 
atmosphere of suspicion which for 
too long has hung over the 
industry's charts. 

The answer may be found in a 
second story which appeared on 
Page 9, in which by sheer 
coincidence it is mentioned that 
there is a new book published 
entitled The Pop Industry Inside 
Out. Here it transpires there is a 
sensational revelation by two 
industry figures of their attempts to 
buy records into the charts. There is 
only one thing wrong with that. It 
happened during the Sixties. 

In the end, the author of the story 
and the author of the book had to 
own up. They could not, they say, 
produce solid evidence of a record 
being hyped in 1977. Never mind, 
there was solid evidence of a book 
being hyped in 1977. But all those 
hip housewives will be very 
disappointed to hear that their 
efforts have been in vain, or 
alternatively delighted that their 
clandestine activities are sufficiently 
well concealed to defeat the 
investigations of two intrepid 
journalists. 

Indies gain in 

singles upsurge 

by ADAM WHITE 
THE YEAR-END singles boom is 
making life hot for Britain's 
independent record labels — in (he 
sense that many are currently 
enjoying their biggest hits to date, or 
biggest hits for some considerable 
while. Among them are Magnet, 
Creole, Transatlantic/Logo," Stiff, 
Beserkleyand DJM. 

Meanwhile, EMI and CBS are 
turning in dramatic December 
business, too. The former, which 
has been under heavy attack from its 
competitors for much of this year, 

K-Tel tops 

with trim 

LP release 

schedule 
TV ALBUM merchandiser K-Tel 
has achieved its busiest Christmas 
for years by cutting the number of 
releases and promoting them to the 
hill. 

The company has hit the number 
one album spot this week with Disco 
Fever — it has sold more than £1 
million worth of retail product to 
qualify for a platinum disc — and 
has 30 Greatest by Gladys Knight & 
The Pips at number four, its 
Feelings compilation at eight, Soul 
City at 45 and John Hanson at 56. 

Commenting on the company's 
TO PAGE 4 

has regained momentum in the 45s 
market with sales of over one million 
for Wings and Queen — a one-two 
punch that swiftly follows up major 
hits by the Tom Robinson Band and 
La Belle Epoque. 

Mull Of Kintyre has been selling 
at a phenomenal rate — one day last 
week, EMI received orders for over 
100,000 copies — and its total to 
date is 700,000-plus; it is Wings' first 
chart-topper. We Are The 
Champions, Queen's biggest hit for 
almost exactly one year, has passed 
the 450,000 mark. 

CBS claims one-quarter of the 
Top 50 this week with singles by 
Abba, the Barton Knights, Santana, 
the Jacksons, Dorothy Moore, Paul 
Simon, Billy Paul, Deniece 
Williams, Boz Scaggs and, via 
company-owned GTO, Donna 
Summer, the Dooleys, Noosha Fox 
and the Munich Machine. 

Apart from being Transatlantic's 
biggest single in its 16-year history, 
the Brighouse & Rastrick Band's 
Flora! Dance is the firm's first chart 
entry for almost eight years. This 
comes within months of its takeover 
by Geoff Hanninglon and Olav 
Wyper's Logo Records. The record 
is selling in the region of 20,000 
copies a day, demand which may 
force Transatlantic to seek overseas 
pressing facilities. 

The Dans' Daddy Cool is the first 
Magnet single to reach the top ten 
since Silver Convention's Get Up 
And Boogie in the spring of 1976, 
though the company has registered 
solidly in the Top 50 since then. 

Two newer 'contenders arc 
enjoying their best-selling singles to 

TO PAGE 4 

State to probe discounts 

by TERR! ANDERSON 
DISCOUNTING. THE independent 
record dealer's main cause for 
concern, is to be the subject of a 
report by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. The Music 
Trades' Association has been asked 
to provide information and make 
recommendations to the 
Commission on all aspects of the 
practice of discounting — both by 
manufacturer to retailer and by 
retailer to customer. 

MTA secretary Arthur Spencer- 
Bolland said that he intended to put 
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the matter to the next MTA council 
meeting on January 18. The 
government searchlight has been 
turned onto this subject at the 
request of the Minister of State for 
Prices and Consumer Protection 
and the Commission's report, when 
it appears at some unspecified future 
date, will deal with the whole of the 
retail trade. 

The MTA's submission will 
probably be worked on by a 
committee set up for the purpose, 
comprising members who are both 
pro and ami retail discounting, 
although opinion about 
manufacturer's discounts are likely 
to fall into two camps, Spencer- 
Bolland commented, according to 
whether dealers are or arc not 
receiving such discounts. 

MTA members have been asked to 
make their own views known to the 
secretary on the topics as outlined in 
the Commission's request for 
information about "the acquisition 
by, or the supply to. some retailers 
of goods at prices less than those 
charged to other retailers by the 
same supplier ... or on terms which 
involve the provision of any special 
benefit in money or money's-worth 
by the supplier to those retailers in 
connection with the supply of the 
goods..." 

H ■ % T 

POLYDOR UK's managing directors old and new toast their respective 
appointments — incoming is Tony Morris, formerly head of Phonogram UK, 
outgoing to become vice president of Polydor International with special a&r 
responsibilities is Freddie Haayen. Pictured here, from left, are Polygram 
chairman Steve Gottlieb, Haayen, Polydor International president Dr. Werner 
Vogelsang, Morris and Polydor UK deputy managing director, Tom 
Parkinson. 

Virgin one-stop for 

Derek and Clive LP 
by JOHN HAYWARD 

VIRGIN RECORDS is to set up its 
own one-stop operation to handle 
the "adults only" Derek and Clive 
Come Again album, following a 
CBS decision not to continue 
distributing it past Friday 
(December 9). 

The LP, recorded by Peter Cook 
and Dudley Moore and carrying two 
notices warning against sales to 
people under 18 and its four-Ietter- 
word content, will be distributed by 
Scotia, Lightning, Lugton's and 
Relay, in addition to the Virgin 
retail shops, which will provide a 
service to dealers who call 
personally. 

"This service has been set up 

solely for Derek and Clive," said a 
Virgin spokesman. "Those dealers 
who are unable to obtain supplies 
from the wholesalers we have 
mentioned can buy them at one-stop 
rates from our retail shops." 

The move came after CBS refused 
to distribute the LP after handling it 
on a purely distribution basis for 
Virgin since last Monday. The 
decision was made at managing 
director level. 

According to Virgin, stocks had 
been pressed up secretly at various 
plants around the country and 
handed over to CBS for distribution, 
but the major held on to the albums 
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Island re-structures, p&d deal ,or 

appoints a&r chief 

BOTH THE creative and 
administrative departments of 
Island Records arc re-structured 
under sweeping changes announced 
last week by the company. 

Managing director Tim Clark has 
made two new appointments, both 
effective from January 1, in which 
Martin Humphrey becomes the 
company's head of a&r as well as a 
director of Island Records. For the 
past three years, Humphrey had 
been managing director of the 
company's publishing arm. Island 
Music. The new m.d. will be named 
next week. 

The other new appointment goes 
to Tony Pye, who joins Island as 
group financial director. He will be 
responsible for the financial affairs 
of Island's publishing, studio and 
record interests in the UK. He was 
previously with United Artists 
Records. 

The appointments are a key 
element in the re-structuring of 
Island, a process which has taken 12 
months. During that period Billy 

Walker has become marketing 
manager and Rob Partridge has 
joined the company as press officer. 

Dave Domleo, who had been a 
director of Island Records since July 
is now appointed general manager of 
the company. 

Meanwhile, Steve Lillywhite has 
joined Island's a&r team as house 
producer. The former Island 
Records studio engineer will also be 
free to produce outside artists and 
Richard Griffiths, new head of 
creative services, will manage him on 
Island's behalf. 

Lillywhite recently co-produced 
the new Ullravox album Ha! Ha! 
Ha! and the Robin Tyner and the 
Hot Rods single 'Til The Night Is 
Gone (Let's Rock). He also assisted 
producer Ed Hollis on the last Eddie 
and the Hot Rods album Life On 
The Line. 

LETTERS 
pp. 6 & 10 

BRITISH-BASED reggae label 
Grove Records has signed a long- 
term pressing and distribution deal 
with Island Records. 

The first albums released under 
the new agreement arc Deliver Me 
From My Enemies (GMLP 001) by 
Yabby You and Blazing Horns 
(GMLP 002) by Tommy McCook 
and Bobby Ellis. Both are available 
from Island from the end of this 
week, and will sell at Island's 
normal retail price of £3.50. 

Grove, headed by Michael 
Campbell, has a strong roster of 
Jamaican artists including Yabby 
You, McCook and Ellis, Carl 
Malcolm and Al Brown. In addition 
it has King Sounds and Brimstone, 
both of whom record in the UK, 

Up-coming releases include an 
album and single from Wayne Wade 
and a single called Rock 'n Roll 
Lullabyc by King Sounds, all of 
which are scheduled for the new 
year. Grove operates from 76, 
Adelaide Road, London W 13. 

SIX TO TAKE STOCK OF FOR 

Order from CBS Order Desk, Tel: 01 -960 21 55 
BS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 

DON'f HIT 

DO IT NOW! 

Five labels make 

December debuts 
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LATEST CONTENDERS in the 
new label stakes number five, 
operating from headquarters m 
London, Birmingham and 
Coventry. Meanwhile, Nems has 
signed a licensing deal with the 
Vortex label. 
• Breaker Records of 69 South 
Road, Erdington (021-373 3517) 
debuts with a picture-sleeved 45 
entitled Punker b/vv What A Sucker 
by Le Ritz (BS 2001). Distribution is 
via the usual one-stops. 
• Lout Records weighs in with a 
band from London's East End, 
Headache, and a 45 tagged I Can't 
Stand Still (LOUT 001). Label is 
distributed by tv album specialists 
Relay Records of 9 Cherrington 
Road, London W.7 (01-579 6125). 
More punk and rock signings are 
expected in the New Year. 
• Old Knew Wave Records of 54 
Eversholt Street, London N.W.I 
(c/o The Victory Cafe) bows in with 
Keith Armstrong's Amazing Grace 
b/w Space Boogie, due for release 
soon. 
© Zama Records of 49 Christie 

Double Si— 

ilftler case 

i§ settled 
THREATENED HIGH Court 
action over the promotion of last 
Saturday's (3) Gary Glitter concert 
at London's Rainbow theatre was 
forestalled by Double M Concerts 
Ltd when it produced proof that it 
had a valid contract with the theatre 

■magethe show. 
Following the issue of a writ 

against Double M for non-payment 
of certain fees due to Glitter from 
some of the current series of 50 
appearances (Music Week, 
December 3), Double M applied for 
an injunction against Glitter's 
management RAM and MAM 
Agency, which had made statements 
indicating that they would take over 
responsibility for the Rainbow 
concert. 

This application was not pursued 
in court because Double M was able 
to prove its legal right to promote 
the concert. It also paid Glitter his 
fee for the concert in advance. The 
writ for non-payment stands, but 
Double M has stated that the sums 
involved were relatively small, and 
they too have now been paid. 

Court, Halifax Close. Allcslcv 
Coventry (0203 343609) enters the 
market with the first disc from local 
band, the Flys. This is a five-track 
EP. Bunch Of Five (ZA10EP), and 
the initial pressing of 2,000 will be 
available through Lightning, Virgin 
and Rough Trade with a 99p RRP. 
The label has been formed by Chris 
King and Anthony King, managers 
of the Flys, as an outlet for the 
band, which has recently appeared 
with the Buzzcocks. 
• Stairway Records of 9 Victoria 
House, . South Lambeth Road, 
London S.W.8 (01-735 6032) has 
been set up by independent producer 
Jon Samuel; the operation embraces 
a publishing arm, Samsong Music. 
Already signed to the label are Gus 
Yeadon, (formerly with the Love 
Affair, Zebra, Elastic Band and 
Hungry Horse), vocalist Bevcrlcy 
Saint-Claire and songwriter Dave 
Weaver. Director Samuel plans to 
sign three more acts and then cut 
singles and follow-up product for all 
six, before making a UK distribution 
deal with a major. 
® First product under the new 
licensing deal between Nigel 
Thomas' Vortex label and Nems is 
being rush-released. This is an 
album recorded at prime London 
punk venue, the Vortex, and 
features tracks by the Waps, Mean 
Street, Meo, Bcrnie Tormc, Art 
Attacks, Suspects and Maniacs. 
Title is Live At The Vortex (NEL 
6013). 

Radio, press 

for Diamond 
CBS IS mounting a major campaign 
for the new Neil Diamond album, 
I'm Glad You're Here With Me 
Tonight (CBS 86044), released this 
week. The LP is the first studio 
session Diamond has released for 
nearly two years; his live 2LP set, 
Love At The Greek, was a chart hit 
earlier this summer. The new album 
features his current single, Desiree. 

Included in the marketing 
campaign are posters on London 
Underground and British Rail 
stations. There will also be window 
displays throughout the country, 
and radio spots on all the major 
stations including Capitol, 
Piccadilly. BRMB and Clyde. In 
addition there is to be a national 
press campaign in the Daily Mail, 
Sun and Daily Mirror. 

(December 13, 1967) 
FORMER M.D. Geoffrey Bridge 
and Norric Paramor, international 
a&r and publishing manager, both 
announce their resignations from 
EMI Records   Polydor rush- 
releasing a History Of Otis Redding 
album following singer's death in 
plane crash   Beatles Apple 
company signs first group. 
Grapefruit   Polydor appoints 
Giorgio Gomclsky's Paragon firm to 
handle company publicity   
Sweden's Europa Productions 
launches Olga label here under 
management of Phil Carson   
Orlake pressing firm celebrates 
fourth birthday   first locally 
manufactured 4-track cartridges due 
in February from King Stereo, 
duplicated by Reditune at Orpington 
plant   Transatlantic sets first 
sales meeting for January   
Decca advertisement features cable 
from London Records advising 
470,000 sales for Stones' Satanic 
Majesties LP. 

(December 9,1972) 
STAFF RESTRUCTURE at EMI 
sees appointment of Roy 
Featherslone as director of 
repertoire, Alan Kaupe as general 
manager promotion division, and 
Vic Lanza heading a new middle- 
market division — introduction of 
EMI label and two sales forces also 
disclosed by m.d. Gerry Oord   
Colin Hadley, director of sales, 
leaves Pye   Pye refused 
temporary court injunction to 
prevent Phonogram release of Status 
Quo's Pile Driver album   Les 
Tomlin leaves Pye to join 
Phonogram as London area 
manager  late release of singles 
by Polydor results in Who's Relay 
being officially scheduled for 
December 25   Little Drummer 
Boy by Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
on RCA shaping up as a big season 
hit Specialty refused injunction 
against K-tel following copyright 
dispute over use of tracks on 25 
Rockin' And Rollin' Greats tv 
compilation album. 
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Green light for trade Barrow 

after Pistols verdict? 

FOLLOWING VIRGIN'S 
successful court case in Nottingham, 
it looks as if dealers have been given 
the green light to display Sex Pistols 
album promotional material without 
fear of police action. 

This week, company chief 
Richard Branson revealed that a 
total of seven Virgin record shop 
managers had been cautioned and 
reported under three obscene 
advertising acts prior to the 
Nottingham court case, in which 
Virgin store manager Chris Scales 
was acquitted. 

Since then, similar charges have 
been dropped against Branson 

himself, and no further action has 
been taken against the other shop 
managers. 

Said Branson: "I know of two or 
three other independent stores which 
were visited by police over the Sex 
Pistols window displays before the 
case, but none has been charged and 
police harrassment appears to have 
stopped. 

"If the case had gone against us, I 
think the other managers and myself 
would have been before the courts 
too. Now that the Nottingham store 
has been exonerated, a lot of record 
shops have asked us to get displays 
up in their windows." 

winds up 

PR company 
TONY BARROW International, 
one of the longest established public 
relations companies in the record 
business, is going into voluntary 
liquidation. 

Founder Tony Barrow and his co- 
director Bess Coleman will work in 
future as freelance PR consultants, 
but will retain their involvement in 
Tony Barrow Management Ltd., via 
the joint representation of Helen 
Shapiro. 

Barrow told Music Week: "We 
have built a reputation as a company 
handling m-o-r pop press relations, 
and at this time there is less demand 
for that kind of service because of 
the industry's temporary emphasis 
on the new wave, an image which 
doesn't appeal to us. Consequently 
we are faced with a declining list of 
clients and still increasing 
overheads." 

Barrow formed thefcompany eight 
years ago after building his 
reputation with the Nems operation, 
where he was head of publicity 
during the company's virtual 
domination of the UK pop scene; 
with its roster of Merseyside artists, 
among them the Beatles, Gerry and 
the Pacemakers, Billy J. Kramer and 
the Dakotas, and Cilia Black. 

Bess Coleman, also a former 
member of the Nems PR department 
and later the company's 
representative in America, joined 
Barrow in 1970 and became a 
director the following year. 

During the past eight years, the 
company has represented sorm of 
the world's leading pop la ;nt, 
including the New Seekers, Smc kie, 
Mud, Neil Sedaka, Andy Will ams 
and, most recently, David Soul (and 
the Bay City Rollers. 

At the time of the TBI deiiise, 
clients included Private Stock, < 'ilia 

ta Maaateth  Sintnn, Matt Black ^nfi ififl.phi 
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isvivals continue as 

trend sets chart pace 

NEW LIFE for old songs has been a 
key chart trend for much of this 
year's second half — some 20 
revivals have figured in the Top 50 
over the past couple of months — 
and it shows no sign of abating. 

Now medleys are finding favour 
with recording acts, and current 
singles by Silver Convention 
(Magnet), DBM (Atlantic) and Cafe 
Creme (Harvest) feature clusters of 
Beatles songs. Tommi docs the same 
for the Rolling Stones on Disco 
Satisfaction (Private Stock), and 
Long Tall Ernie & The Shakers 
tackle a number of vintage rock & 
roll tunes on Do You Remember? 
(Polydor). 

The concept is often catchy and 
commercial, though it poses 
headaches over publishing royalty 
splits when the titles are composed 
by different writers. 

(Arista), the Darts' Daddy Cool 
(Magnet), Santana's She's Not 
There (CBS) and Smokie's Needles 
And Pins (Rak). These revive songs 
originally made famous by Jerry 
Butler, Alice Cooper, the Animals 
and Nina Simone, Vic Dana, 
Chubby Checker, the Rays and 
Little Richard, the Zombies and the 
Searchers respectively. 

Among the latest interpretations 
of familiar material are Elvis 
Presley's My Way (RCA), Elkie 
Brooks' Do Right Woman (A&M), 
the Banncd's Little Girl (Harvest), 
Steve Hillage's Not Fade Away 
(Virgin) and the Four Tops' For 
Your Love (ABC). 

Other artists who have enjoyed 
chart entries this autumn and winter 
with numbers from seasons past 
include La Belle Epoque, Elkie 
Brooks, Ram Jam, Steve Gibbons, 

top ten effect last year by the Ritchie 
Family and their Best Disco In Town 
(Polydor), and with lop 30 results 
this year by Shalamar with Uptown 
Festival (RCA). They featured 
medleys of disco and Motown songs. 

More conventional updates 
popular at present include Billy 
Paul's Only The Strong Survive 
(PIR), Julie Covington's Only 
Women Bleed (Virgin), Santa 
Esmeralda's Don't Let Me Be 
Misunderstood (Philips), Ruby 
Winters' I Will (Creole), 
Showaddywaddy's Dancin' Party 

Mason and Rita Coolidge. 
Reaching back even further, of 

course, is the Brighouse & Rastrick 
Band (Transatlantic) with their 
workout of that old English 
favourite, Floral Dance. 

Pickwick phone 
PICKWICK INTERNATIONAL 
has a new telephone number, 
although its address remains the 
same. The budget record company 
can now be contacted at 01-200 
7000. 

Barrow plans to continue in the 
PR business and said that he 
been asked to represent soitk 
TBI's clients in a freelance capa 
Bess Coleman will be hanc 
producer Phil Wainman and 
Utopia company on a consultt 
arrangement. • 

The management company 
function from Barrow's home 
Derwent Avenue, Kingston \ 
SW15 (01-546 5947), but the Re 
Street offices will remain open \ 
Christmas while winding 
operations are completed. 
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IN VALUE, next week's Record Industry ball expected to raise 
£I00,000-plus for charity over a period, with organising 
chairman Louis Benjamin estimating a net donation of about 
£50,000 to Variety Club and BPI charities from the evening itself 
  some exceptional efforts should be noted, including John 
Fruin's superscrounge of 140,000 LPs for use at Variety Club 
fund-raising events, Monty Lewis' offer of Pickwick samples to 
children's homes indefinitely, and contributions of £4,000 from 
Bay City Rollers and £1,000 from Cliff Richard in addition to 
performing in cabaret   EMI staff noting with interest the 
increasing influence at Manchester Square of John Kuipers, 
former head of the Australian company isn't Gary Glitter 
about to renew his association with Dick Leahy at GTO. 

AMERICA'S SALSOUL label, previously with RCA, tipped as 
the latest pickup for a major's licensed repertoire department 
  with his first two signings since becoming head of a&r at 
DJM, Les Tomlin found winners with Kenny Everett's Captain 
Kremmen and Village People's San Francisco   Sweet's 
European comeback tour to promote first Polydor album Level 
Headed kicks off in Madrid in January   in Campaign item 

—on UA'sTirst release of Dooley Wilson's As Time Goes By, Alan 
Warner described as ''the schmalz genius"  after its recent 
country weekend with the Yetties, Decca came up with another 

. offbeat night out, a trip to the East End for fish 'n' chips and 
Cock Sparrer's punkrock gig at Stratford Municipal Hall — 
but whatever happened to Alan Freeman after the meal? 

K-TEL ANNUAL report reveals that in year to June 30 company 
made a loss of 653,000 dollars after previous year's profit of four 
million dollars   at last Fleetwood Mac's Rumours moves 
down after 29 weeks as top album in US — Linda Ronstadt's 
Simple Dreams takes over four days after buying new home 
Magnet artists development manager Barry Johnstone given two 
months notice to leave the country — he came here from New 
Zealand six and one-half years ago on a holiday visa!   
current chartmakers Carvells skateboarded non-stop for 24 
hours in Hull to set up world record and collect £500 for charity 
  and at London's Global Village on Sunday John James 
completed 800 hours to break the record for non-stop disc 
jockeying in aid of Action Research For The Crippled Child. 

NEXT TUESDAY former MP Edward Heath autographs his 
npvv hnr.1- rhr^tmnc Garnk nf FfTfrH Tbarinp CjOSS Road 
shop   on Royal Variety Show tv screening Paul Anka still 
claiming My Way all his own work on Saturday, Island van 
rep Trevor Wyatt married Janet Lewis ...... film version of Rock 
Follies to go before the cameras next year produced by Davina 
Belling and Clive Parsons of Film & General Productions — will 
Julie Covington do an Evita again? 

Children's product in Yule line-up 

ALBUMS AIMED at the children's 
market are being released by major 
companies in time for Christmas. 
Among the product line-up are five 
albums from Phonogram featuring 
the late Enid Blyton's stories, a 
Precision Tapes series of fairy tales, 
and Polydor's Captain Beaky LP 
which lies in with the publication of 
a book and music folio by Chappell. 

Phonogram's Enid BIyton titles 
include The Famous Five (EBLP 
001), The Secret Seven (002), Noddy 
(003), The St Clare's Series (008) and 
The Naughtiest Girl Series (012). 
The five albums, retailing at £1.75 
each, have previously been available 
as part of a cassette series of 
dramatised BIyton stories. Each LP 
lasts about an hour and Phonogram 
is supporting the release with 5,000 
promotional posters, 3,500 stickers, 
100,000 leaflets and 2,000 counter 
browser boxes each holding 30 
albums and 18 cassettes. In addition 
there will be full-page advertising in 
several women's and children's 
magazines. Each record sleeve 
carries line-drawings uncoloured 
and unlaminated so children can 
colour these for themselves. In 

addition, Southern Television is 
starting a series shortly based on the 
Famous Five books, and the theme 
song for the series is also to be 
released by Phonogram in the New 
Year. 

Polydor's Captain Beaky And His 
Band album (2383 462), also 
available on cassette, features 
various well-known personalities 
including Harry Secombe, Twiggy, 
Peter Sellers, Keith Michell and 
Jeremy Lloyd. The LP includes 
various stories about Captain 
Beaky, written by Lloyd, and co- 
incides with the book's publication. 
The adventures of Captain Beaky 
are shortly to be included on Noel 
Edmond's Multi-Coloured 
Swapshop, Thames At Six, Peter 
Murray's Open House and Capital 
Radio's Hullaballoo. 

Precision Tapes is releasing three 
tape-only children's cassettes; Ali 
Baba And The 40 Thieves/Aladdin 
(ZCPTE5), Snow White/ Cinderella 
(ZCPTE 6) and Little Red Riding 
Hood/Three Little Pigs each 
retailing at the special price of £1.85. 
The stories, featuring spoken-word 
and music, have been produced by 

Barry O'Kcef of Maiden Music, ind 
previously have only been avail ible 
on flimsy discs available throJgh 
Hallmark Cards. According to C ary 
Mann, Precision promot'nns 
manager, there will be further t ties 
in the New Year. 

For the first time, an album o an 
original Walt Disney soundtrac I is 
being released at budget r rice 
simultaneously with the flm. 
Pickwick International is issuing the 
soundtrack of The Rescuers, the 
latest Disney movie, at the sp»cial 
price of £1.15, and will also be 
releasing two other soundtrarks, 
Mary Poppins and Jungle Book, 
very shortly. 

Chiswick deal 
CHISWICK RECORDS lias 
concluded a three-year licenling 
agreement with Metronome Reclrds 
of Hamburg for Germany, An tria 
and Switzerland. The agreement .vas 
negotiated between Trevor Chur hill 
and Ted Carroll of Chiswick 
Rudi Gassner and Gunter Hessl 
Metronome. Horst Hohenb 
will be label manager. 
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THE NEXT 

BIG ONES 

EBONY EYES 

Bob Welch 
Capitol CL15951 

RIP HER TO SHREDS 

Blondie 
Chrysalis C1 IAS 2180 

FOR YOUR LOVE 

The Four Tops 
Andior ABC 4199 

DON'T DILLY DALLY 

ON THE WAY (Medley) 

The Muppets 
[■-mil I\v7NX 8004 fRTTl 
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L PAGE 3 



MUSIC WEEK DECEMBER 10, 1977 

C 

Television push 

for Stewart LP 
RIVA RECORDS is going into six 
regions with a £75.000 television 
campaign on behalf of Rod 
Stewart's Foot Loose & Fancy Free, 
which is No. 5 in this week's album 
charts. Running from December 14 
to 23, the push takes in Granada, 
Trident, TvneTees, Yorkshire, ATV 
Midlands and Stags, but may 
expand to other areas immediately 
after Christmas. 

The effort is being run in 
conjunction with WEA, and will be 
supported nationally with point-of- 
sale material. The move brings total 
promotional expenditure on the 

K-Tel 

tops witth 

trim LP 

schedule 
FROM PAGE 1 
success general manager Tony 
Johnson sold Music Week: "It has 
certains' -een a while since we had 
this mc.; > chart entries, and the way 
things are going we may have three 
albums in the Top Five next week. 

"In total we might be spending 
less on television than last year, but 
whether we are spending less on 
individual albums is another matter. 
We have eight albums out this lime 
against 12 last year." 

New entries this week from K-Tel 
are John Hanson, which becomes a 
national campaign this week, and 40 
Number One Hits, which is being 
marketed in three areas so far. K-Tel 
expects these records to move fast 
when the television exposure goes 
nationwide. 

Advertising on all product is 
planned to continue at its current 
heavy level at least until Christmas, 
and the company is considering 
continuing into New Year, 
"depending on how sales hold up." 

The promising British sales results 
contrast sharply with recent news of 
K-Tel's American performance 
where the company has just 
experienced its first decline in net 
sales for the US fiscal year ended 
June 1977, as well as its biggest 
yearly net loss and loss per share. 

Stewart LP to over £100,000 since its 
release. 

The singer returns from a sell-out 
US and Canadian tour on December 
22, and will stay in Britain until the 
end of February. During this time, 
he will help to promote the album, 
and a new single, set for release in 
early January. First 45 from the 
long-player was You're In My 
Heart. 

On December 27, BBC-TV is 
repeating the Old Grey Whistle Test 
special of Rod Stewart's In Concert 
At Olympia, originally screened live 
on Christmas Eve last year. 

cs 

K-TEL WAS dreaming of a platinum Christmas, and it came early when 
general manager Tony Johnson, music marketing manager Alan Jones and 
national sales manager Colin Ash by were presented with three P^tmum discs 
to mark sales of more than £1 million of Disco Fever, Gladys Knight <x I he 
Pips 30 Greatest and Feelings last week. 

MTA miffed by Chappells step 
BREAKDOWN IN communication 
between Chappells and the Music 
Trades' Association has been 
blamed for the strong adverse 
reaction from music retailers to the 
publishers' decision to sell music 
folios through Boots. 

Mrs Joyce Bailey, chairman of the 
MTA sheet music committee, said 
that the MTA had been told nothing 
of Chappell's plan until the story 
appeared in Music Week (Nov 19). 
Protests from her fellow retailers 
began to come in from all parts of 
the country, as a result of which a 
meeting was arranged between 
members of the committee and 
Robin Wood, general manager of 
Chappells publishing. "Because we 
had found out so late we got to the 
meeting to find it was all a fait 
accompli, contracts had been signed 
and so on," Mrs Bailey said. She 
did, however, feel that the meeting 
had been useful, and emphasised 
that there was no antagonism 
between Chappells and the MTA, 
only a need to clarify the music 
traders' anxiety to avoid a repeat of 
the perpetual friction between disc 
dealers and the record-discounting 
multiples. 

"We see the Chappells move as 
the old problem of 'creaming off 
again, just as it happens in the 
record trade. They are taking the 
best sellers, the music bought by Mr 
Average, and giving it to a multiple, 
while still expecting the music dealer 
to stock the less popular material." 
Agreement was reached at the 
meeting that Chappells would not 
consider any extension of this 
scheme without informing the MTA, 
and there was an assurance from 
Chappells that no spread of the 
multiples distribution plan was in 

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE: 

CHRISTMAS ISSUES 

December 24 issue: artwork deadline 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 14 

January 7 issue: artwork deadline 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 29 

Music Week will not be published on 
December 31 because of the holiday break. 
Enquiries: please contact Nigel Steffens on 

01-8361552 

the pipeline. 
In return for the future 

consideration and co-operation 
from Chappells, the MTA has 
promised that its members will try 
and do more to support the 
publisher. But it was made clear that 
if the sheet music situation 
threatened to follow the record 
pattern, the music traders would not 
be prepared to stock the folios in 
depth, when they knew they were 
being sold by the multiples. Mrs 
Bailey added that the MTA had been 
very pleased with Wood's reaction. 
"He did not have to see us, but he 

did. I believe that he simply did not 
realise that music traders would feel 
so strongly about this, and honestly 
felt that using another outlet would 
be good for the trade by increasing 
sales overall. We have now made our 
position very clear to him." 

The MTA has proposed a number 
of innovations which, if adopted by 
Chappells, would greatly help the 
retailers. These include a stocking 
plan for Chappell music; belter 
display material, a new release 
system with display board; and 
occasional visits from the dealer 
service staff. 

Indies gain in 

singles upsurge 

FROM PAGE 1 
date, Beserkley with Jonathan 
Richman's Egyptian Reggae, Stiff 
with Elvis Costello's Watchin' The 
Detectives. Both represent especial 
coups for the independents, for the 
Richman record was considered by 
many to be a complete outsider in 
the chart stakes (despite the artist's 
previous success with Roadrunner), 
while the campaign to establish 
Costello could have suffered from 
setbacks in the wake of Elvis 
Presley's death. 

Creole and its associated labels 
have enjoyed top ten hits before 
now, to mention three simultaneous 
top 50 entries — in the autumn of 
1975, with Desmond Dekker, Crispy 
& Company and Judge Dread. But 
Ruby Winters' I Will has gained the 
highest chart placing for a disc on 
the Creole label itself, previous hits 
for the company by Barry Biggs and 
Judge Dread having been through 
the Dynamic and Cactus outlets 
respectively. 

Creole managing director, Tony 
Cousins, said that Winters has now 
sold over 220,000 copies, adding that 
this success, and that of the Carvells' 
L.A. Run, was largely attributable 
to the efficiency of distribution by 
CBS, to which Creole recently 
switched from EMI. 

Kenny Everett & Mike Vickers' 
Captain Krcmmen has been the first 
DJM Top 50 entry since April, when 
Johnny Guitar Watson's Real 
Mother For Ya reached No.44, but it 
is considerably longer since the firm 
could boast two chart entries at the 
same time. The success of the second 
of these, Village People's San 
Francisco, has been mainly due to 
disco action (the single and its 
attendant album have been top 
dance-floor favourites in the US), 

Other December firsts include the 
Righteous Brothers' You've Lost 
That Lovin' Fcclin', first UK Top 50 
entry for the Phil Spector 
International label; Kenny Williams' 

You're Fabulous Babe, first Top 50 
hit for Dccca since John Miles' Slow 
Down in July, and nearly sabotaged 
by a (now-lifted) BBC airplay ban 
{Music Week, November 26); and 
Bing Crosby's White Christmas, 
first Top 50 hit for MCA since Rose 
Royce's I Wanna Get Next To You 
in May, and actually the first time 
the disc has shown up in British 
record charts since they were 
introduced in 1952 — though, of 
course, it remains the biggest-selling 
single of all lime. 

UK Skydog 

releases 

via Bizzarre 
THE FRENCH Skydog label is re- 
establishing itself in the UK on an 
independent basis and is selling up 
five releases before Christmas under 
the direction of former Bizzarre 
Distribution partner Larry DcBay. 

Based at 23A Aberdarc Gardens, 
London NW6 (tel: 01-328 6472), the 
label will be distributed via 
Lightning, Virgin and other 
wholesalers. 

Three singles from the spearhead 
of the release schedule. Twink with 
members of French group Bijou 
offer Do It, Asphalt Jungle another 
French group have Comme Un Prive 
and the Phantomes have I Want To 
Be Your Dog all released in the next 
week. 

Skydog follows these up with two 
12-inch EPs, Grease by the Flamin' 
Groovies, previously available in 
seven-inch format and a live 
collection from Iggy and The 
Stooges entitled I've Got Nothing. 
All product is aimed for the second 
week in December. 

Virgin one- 

stop for 

Derek and 

Clive album 

from PAGE 1 
for a month before deciding to go 
ahead with deliveries. 

Shipping out to record stores 
started last Monday, and within a 
week Virgin reported salcs 

40.000. Then came word from C Bb 
that it would halt operations from 
Friday December 9. Dealers' orders 
up to Wednesday (7) will be 
honoured by CBS, 

Coupled with the CBS move come 
warnings of delays in fulfilling 
orders for the Derek and Cliyc 
offering. "There may be delays in 
getting copies out to stores in the 
week following the end of CBS 
distribution," said Virgin s A1 
Clark. "But more records will be 
available in time for Christmas. 

At CBS, managing director 
Maurice Oberstcin explained: "It 
was my decision to terminate the 
distribution agreement for the Derek 
and Clive Come Again album. 

"It was taken because in counsel's 
opinion the distributor of the record 
was not protected against criminal 
procedings for obscenity despite 
indemnities provided^ by the 
manufacturing company." 

He added that having told Virgin 
that CBS would distribute the 
album, the company had to continue 
shipping it for a week to give Virgin 
time to make alternative 
arrangements. 

Virgin quotes John Mortimer QC, 
the lawyer who represented the 
company at the Nottingham court 
case which cleared Sex Pistols album 
window displays, as saying: "I 
remain firmly of the opinion that the 
material is not obscene in that it is 
too farcical, absurd and funny to 
have the slightest tendency to 
deprave and corrupt anyone." 

But advice from the same barrister 
has prompted Virgin to refrain from 
sending the album through the post 
in order to avoid prosecution for 
communicating obscene material by 
mail. 

Poifdor cuts 

back Sound 

Seller scheme 
POLYDOR RECORDS is to drop 
its long-standing Sound Seller 
catalogue discount scheme from 
December 31 to concentrate on 
individual pop promotion 
campaigns. 

The scheme, launched in 1970 and 
offering discounts of up to \2Vi 
percent on classical and catalogue 
items will be pruned back to take in 
only classical product from 1978, 
carrying a maximum discount of 10 
percent if all items in the scheme are 
ordered. 

From now until the end of the 
year, Sound Seller dealers arc no 
longer obliged to stock the full range 
of product as before, but can still 
claim the appropriate discount on 
individual items ordered, which will 
enable them to stock up on steady 
sellers. All product in the scheme is 
available through Phonodisc in the 
normal way. 

Polydor's Autumn Strike It Rich 
campaign offered dealer incentives 
on pop product, and it is thought the 
New Year will see an increased 
number of special promotions, 
details of which will be given to 
stores by Polydor salesmen. 

Said deputy managing director 
Tom Parkinson: "Recent analysis 
has established the need for change, 
and this will allow us to be more 
flexible in our campaign activity." 

PAGE 4 



A collection of previously unreleased live and studio tracks 

from the halcyon days of Deep Purple 

featuring Ritchie Blackmore,lan Gillan, Roger Glovet; 

, _ Jon Lord and Ian Paice. 

# 

1 

i 

1 

An essential and unique album for your collection from 

Markeitd by EMI Rw:of<Js L'nuii'fl. 20 Mancbosler Sou.l" . London VV! A 1ES out now. 
TPS 3510 also available on cassette 
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DANCE DANCE 
DANCE. Chic 
MY WAY. Elvis 
Presley 
IT'S A HEARTACHE, 
Bonnie Tyler 
LOVE'S UNKIND, 
Donna Summer 
MULL OF KINTYRE. 
Wings 
PUT YOUR LOVE IN 
ME, Hot Chocolate 
ONLY WOM EN 
BLEED, Julie 
Covington 
THE FLORAL DANCE. 
Brighouse & Rastrick 
Band 
WHITE CHRISTMAS, 
Bing Crosby 
SLIP SLIDIN' AWAY. 
Paul Simon 
I WILL. Ruby Winters 
L A. RUN, Carvells 
GETTIN' READY FOR 
LOVE, Diana Ross 
LOVE OF MY LIFE, 
Dooleys 
FROSTY THE 
SNOWMAN, The 
Ronettes 
LITTLE ST. NICK, 
Beach Boys 
WHEN A CHILD IS 
BORN, Johnny 
Mathis 
IT'S GONNA BE A 
COLD COLD 
CHRISTMAS, Dana 
EGYPTIAN REGGAE, 
Jonathan Richman & 
The Modern Lovers 
I WISH IT COULD BE 
CHRISTMAS EVERY- 
DAY, Wizzard 
Courtesy of 

Laren for Music 

Newton 

joins RSO 

Records 
ASHLEY NEWTON has joined the 
Sligwood group of companies as 
assistant to RSO Records' executive 
director, Brian O'Donoghuc. He 
was formerly label manager of 
Emerson, Lake & Palmer's 
Manticorc Records. 

Newton will be responsible for the 
development and promotion of the 
current RSO rosier of artists, and 
will work closely with Polydor UK 
and International over marketing. 
WILLIE MORGAN has been 
named radio promotion manager at 
Jet Records, based at the company's 
new offices at Gloucester Place, 
London W.l. Previously with RCA 
for five years, where he became head 
of regional promotion, Morgan has 
this year worked with Good Earth 
and Ebony Records, and 
contributed to Radio & Record 
News. 
TONY HOWARD, is to join Steve 
O'Rourke on the board of Emka 
Productions, following the 
company's acquisition of the Tom 
Robinson Band for management. 
Howard, who was Marc Bolan's 
manager until his death in 
September, will also be taking 
Hawk wind to Emka. 

Under the new organisation, 
O'Rourke will remain responsible 
for Pink Floyd, Robert Wace for 
No Dice, and Tony Howard for the 
Robinson band and Hawkwind. 
ROGER BOLTON, in charge of 
radio and television promotion at 
Bronze Records, has been appointed 
a director of the company. He 
joined the company two years ago 

and his new appointment has 
resulted from the large contribution 
he has made to the success of 
Osibisa, Uriah Heep and Manfred 
Mann's Earth Band. Bolton (37) 
started his career 17 years ago with 
Francis Day & Hunter, and he 
has also worked for Pye and Penny 
Farthing Records. 
LIZ SOKOSKI has been appointed 
personal assistant to John Reid. For 
the last four years she has the 
London office of MI DEM, and 
prior to that worked in the ATV 
relevision sales department. She 
replaces Jenny. Over, who has now 
joined London Weekend Television- 
Bob Halley has been appointed 
personal assistant to Elton John, for 
whom he has worked for three years. 

Chiswick 

extends 

limited run 

for 45 LP 
CHISWICK RECORDS has two 
campaigns running up to Christmas 
with the release of albums from 
Skrcwdriver and Radio Stars. 

Entitled All Skrewed Up (CH3) 
the company has extended the 
original limited edition 45 rpm 
version of the album to 10,000 after 
which it will revert to the normal 33 
rpm and retail at full price with two 
extra tracks. . 

Out on Friday (Dec 2) is Songs 
For Swinging Lovers by Radio Stars 
(WIK 5), the first 10,000 of which 
will include a free shrink-wrapped 
greatest hits EP. 

CP c 
sm G 

■ 
LIVERPOOL band Marseilles has signed a long-term, worldwide contract with 
Mountain Records, the company's first in a year. Following the signing the 
band went into rehearsal for forthcoming dates in Manchester Glasgow' 
Coventry and London. Pictured at the signing are the members of Marseilles 
with Mountain Chairman Derek Nicol, g.m. Ron Duncombe and the bands 
manager, Dave Roylands.      

A Sex scoop 

You may think this unusual pica at a time when the Sex Pistols and Vtrgm 
arc receiving adverse publicity, but 
for the independent dealer they have 
been a godsend. „iulim 

Apart from the odd TV album 
theirs is the first chart l0PP,n8 
album we independents have had a 
fair crack at stocking and selling. 
Sales must be up to Virgin 
expectations and should help prove 
to the record industry that the 
independents can still provide the 
service to the public. I wonder it 
Richard Branson and Mike Oldficld 
will now supply Mike's forthcoming 
album to independents only, and 
give us the chance we deserve at 
another top album. 

Our shop has been open two years 
and in that time 125 albums entered 
the Top 50 by new artists as a result 
of stocking by independents, helped 
also by their stocking new release 
singles by these unknown artists. 
Remember Donna - Summer, The 
Stranglers etc. What will happen 
when we all go out of business? 

There will be a big contraction of 
the record industry and a lot of 
unemployment. It would be very 
naive of anyone to think that the 
multiples are interested in anything 
other than turning a fast buck. The 
"creaming off the top" system they 
operate seems to be increasing, 
especially as Christmas is 
approaching. 

Anyone who has the view that 
only the strong survive, and the lame 
duck must go, had better take a hard 
look at his future in the industry. 
RAY COX, Burnham Music, 53 
High St., Burnham, Bucks. 
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STEPHANIE 

DESYKES 

YOURBABY 

ISALADY 

Her new single 

DJS 10816. Released November 4th, 
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everyone is wanting to hear...... 

Already over 2,000,000 double albums sold in America 

^ Already gone silver in the UK before the film is shown. 

\ The film of this official record has received the most 

phenomenal press and radio coverage of all time. 

The biggest film ever made, the greatest 

soundtrack ever heard. 

* *. 

/V- 

The biggest dealer and 

foyer display campaign ever. 

If in doubt, ensure yours 

by ringing Elaine on 

01-262 5502 FAST. 

The vast quota has 

almost been filled. 

H Make sure of your y 

i - Vw official sound track album sales. 

mm ^ Also available on double play tape. 

DCorkDPkC 
^tCORDS .GROUR5 Pf WVOn I.ip," I Id 

Orders To: Pye Records (Sales)*ltd.. 132 Western Road. Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3UT. Telephone; 01-640 3344 Album No. btd 54i CassoHe No. zcbtd 541 
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Damned: for 

better or 

for worse? 
WAS IT "relentlessly mediocre?" 
Did it have a "Vampire Bite?" Was 
ii exhibiting a "sheer lack of 
substance?" Is there life after 
Scabies? 

The rock press was trying to make 
up its mind about a new album by 
The Damned called Music For 
Pleasure, and despite an enormous 
amount of column inches devoted to 
analysis in the four weeklies, nobody 
came to a firm conclusion. 

The feeling that the band had 
undergone a change of some kind 
was unanimous, but opinions were 
split over whether the change was 
for the better or worse. 

The only change Ian Birch of 
Melody Maker could detect was in 
the material which he described as 
"Diluted re-hashes from the 
blueprint of the debut album". 
Springing to the defence, however, 
came Barry Cain, under a review 
headlined Damned's Vampire Bite 
he firmly stated: "And it ain't a re- 
run of the first one," in a piece that 
gradually got around to the award of 
a tentative four crosses^ — 
Recordmirrorsvetk for "buy it". 

Like other critics, Phil Sutcliffe of, 
Sounds worried about the departure 
of Rat Scabies from the group's 
drum stool before going for a "good 
album, hear it if you can" — four 
stars. It was left to New Musical 
Expresses Nick Kent to administer 
the heavyweight knock out punch to 
the Damned. At the end of a 
marathon piece which summed up 
the band's career to date with some 
close observation of the strains 
imposed on bassist Captain Sensible 
in keeping up his lunatic image, he 
entered the grim verdict: "Here, the 

by 
JOHN HAYWARD 

sheer lack of substance backing up 
the almost relentless Vanium bluster 
is just unforgivable." 

The weeklies were a bit more 
certain about ELP's latest. Works 
Volume Two. Apart from RM, 
whose Robin Smith manfully stuck 
up for the trio and its second album 
of year which contains two previous 
hit singles and what the others feel 
are apparently over-playful solo 
contributions, the critics felt it was 
not the best ELP collection. 

"Yet another great testament to 
the world's finest band," he 
enthused before giving it the 'buy it' 
four crosses recommendation. 

. The band needed all the crosses it 
could get, for it only qualified for 
three of Phil Sutcliffe's stars in 
Sounds. Having a knock at the 
amount of old material on the 12- 
numbcr set he slated: "Dubious 
value aside, all these tracks make for 
interesting listening, and that's 
about the right phrase for the album 
as a whole." 

Agreeing with his "Very much 
out-takes, off-cuts and editing room 
floor job" description was MM in 
the unusual guise of Chris Welch, a 
lone time friend, confident and fan 
of ELP. 

Delivering firm verbal slap to the 
back of his old friends' legs, he 
moaned: "1 can't imagine why they 
should want to consider releasing 

this rag-bag of out-takes as any kind 
of follow-up to the Works album 
released earlier this year. NNelch 
thought he had a solution, however. 
"Meanwhile they should get 
themselves down to the local Odcon, 
roll up their shirt sleeves and work at 
what they do best, and show the 
World that ELP arc still one of the 
most powerful groups ever to blast 
forth from the stages of rock." If 
Welch seemed personally slighted by 
the album, NMETs Charles Shaar 
Murray simply disliked it intensely. 
"I suppose 1 had to hear this to find 
out once and for all if ELP were the 
way L had them pegged as being. 1 
now know they're about 94 times 
worse," he concluded at the foot of 
a vitriolic piece. 

Of all the weeklies. Sounds, with 
27 album reviews and MM with 21 
plus 14 short takes, covered the 
widest selection of records, possible 
the wierdest of which was Throbbing 
Gristle's Second Annual Report 
contributed by Sandy Robertson. 
Awarding it the five-star Very 
Important Platter insignia, 
Robertson states: "No concrete 
philosophy is put over besides an 
overriding preoccupation with 
immersing ones mind with images of 
grotesque wierdness. It ain't 
necessarily nihilistic, it's just that 
they have a rampant interest in 
blurred self-images with forensic 
overtones." 

Apparently the group, led by the 
infamous Genesis P. Orridge has an 
unusual marketing policy too. Said 
Robertson: "I'm sure they'd be 
pleased if you bought this record (if 
only because it'd help them recoup 
some of the money they've laid out 
over the years in order to do it their 
way), but they probably don't care 
either way. They're used to negative 
reactions by now, but they've 
probably got enough fans to endure 
a sell-out situation on this album (it 
costs £5, just to ensure you'll only 
buy it if you REALLY want it). 
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A/OIV for the first time a 1 stop operation with crazy 

prices that allows the dealers to MAKE money! 
1 Stop - what do we mean? 
Simple - we're like a cash and carry -only 
we sell records. And we sell to you at prices 
that mean you can make a profit 
EVEN IF YOU DISCOUNT 

ed/e r/ce 

Save time. Save money. 
Save headaches.  1 

PcOI^O^ARpNSTSIOPl 

13,nvoice 

Thousands of reco^k
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setteS in stock 

• Punk * Classical * Rock * M.O.R. 
• TV Albums * Jazz * Soul * Reggae 
• OPLT: PAYS A WEEK • T THE HEART OF LONDON 
• ; mOOR ' f>UR!tR NLRVi.X TO Alt PARTS OF- THE COUNTRY 
• • ORDER TOO ' MALE • NO ORDER TOG LARGE • CURRENT .BACK 

• MOTIONAL MATERIA • ALL ACCESSORIES 
• I AROr SI •.'.HOLESALER «N CENTRAL LONDON 
This service is now also available at our East London Depot, 
16 Ripple Road, Barking, Essex. 01-594 9631/2/3, ask for Sue Hawkins. 

Some of our 

Special Offers 
WARRENS BARGAINS 
FOR EXTRA MARGINS 

MOW IN STOCK 
100's of 

Overstocks, 
deletions too 

numerous to list. 
LP's from 35p 

ENGLANDS LEADING 
1 STOP OPERATION - 
OVER 5 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

WARRENS 1 STOP RECORDS 
16/18 Hollen St.. (OH 
Wardour St.), London W1 
Phone 01-734 6822/3/4 
Ask for Robert Shooman or Paul Barber 

AH this and FREE parking too/ in 

Ayr-rr-y 

DAILY LONDON 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

HE HEART OF LONDON 

<r 
y] WARFfW ■V- .m/OLUW \-.: J SDH. 11 ) 

SUNDAY 10-3 
MONDAY 9-7 
TUESDAY 9-7 
WrDNCSDAY 9-7 
THURSDAY 9-7 
FRIDAY 9-7 30 
SATURDAY 8 30-5 

The PRS 

Open Forum 

I HAVE naturally read with great 
interest John Hayward's report in 
Music Week (December 3) on the 
PRS Open Forum held last week. 

It is surprising, in view of what 
happened at the Open Forum, that 
your reporter has chosen to give 
such emphasis to the views of one 
member of PRS. i.e. Trevor 
Lyttleton, when at the meeting it 
became clear beyond all doubt that 
"his views were totally 
unrepresentative of those of the 
members generally. Not a single 
voice was raised in his support, and 
indeed a number of members spoke 
extremely critically about his 
activities; and these remarks 
(including a call for his resignation 
from the Society) were received with 
spontaneous applause. 

It is a pity also that your reporter 
failed to record that when Mr. 
Lyttleton was challenged by another 
member to make some constructive 
proposals, he remained silent. 

Your report also referred to a 
"claim" by Mr. Lyttleton that 
under the new voting arrangements 
13.per cent of the membership (i.e. 
the full members) would control 80 
per cent of the votes. This was not a 
"claim" — it is a fact — published 
by the Society in advance of the 
meeting. But your report would have 
been clearer and fairer if it had 
added another fact that we 
published — namely that it is the 
musical works written and published 
by the full members which earn 80 
per cent of the Society's income. 
MICHAEL FREEGARD. General 
Manager, PRS, London Wl. 

Trevor Lyttleton, having waged a 
long, largely one-man campaign 
against the PRS, which was partially 
responsible for last week's 
constitutional changes, was surely 
entitled to comment on the 
proceedings. Most of the other 
points raised by Michael Freegard 
were in fact covered in the original 
story which had to be cut because of 
pressure on space in order to ensure 
that full details of the constitutional 
changes could be printed — Editor. 

MAY I thank Music Week for the 
excellent presentation of various 
tributes to the laic Btrig Crosby 
(November 5). 

At the same time, might I suggest 
that you could give space for a 
tribute to the great man from an 
"ordinary guy"? 1 have been a fan 
of Bing since 1931, and my boyhood 
dreams of meeting him first came 
true in 1960, and numerous limes 
since. 

1 have amassed a collection of his 
various recordings from over 50 
years, and discussing these with 
Bing. he has often said "1 hope I've 
been paid for them". 

I am not involved in show 
business or the recording media in 
any way, but 1 helped my idol out on 
a few great things for his career, and 
received acclaim from him 
personally. I've often wondered if 
such a star/fan relationship ever 
existed elsewhere. I doubt it, for 
there was only one Bing, and such a 
nice man. He sent me a couple of 
letters from London two years ago. 
One read; "You may be sure 1 fully 
appreciate the many things you have 
done on behalf of my English image 
and career. I'm sure none of "it 
would have happened without your 
impetus. It re-awakens my interest in 
the business". 

The other letter said: "I just want 
you to know that I am always very 
grateful for the many things you 
have done for mc through the past 
years, and I'm sure it lias been most 
helpful in keeping my name alive 
here in the British Isles, and very 
valuable indeed," 

Among my Crosby souvenirs arc 
18 cheques from Bing, worth around 
£1,000. And who am 1? Well. I'm a 

fitter in a local Hovercraft factory. 
I attended all three of Bing's last 

album sessions in London during 
September, and he autographed an 
album sleeve for mc. He wrote: "Thank you for so many things . 

A final treasured souvenir from 
the "Greatest Of Them All'. 
IESLIE GAYLOR, 114 Medina 
Avenue, Newport, Isle of Wight. 

ACCORDING TO your Singles Fact 
Sheet {MW, November 26), Linda 
Ronstadt's current release It's So 
Easy, has been a hit previously for 
both . the Crickets and Andy 
Williams. 

The Crickets did indeed record the 
song which was written by Buddy 
Holly and Norman Petty, and there 
have been a number of covers — 
including versions by Bobby Vee 
(1963), Little Caesar & The Consuls 
and Tommy Allsup (1965), Way Ion 
Jennings (1969) and an excellent 
version by Skeeter Davis released in 
1967. The Crickets also rc-rccorded 
the song in 1970. However, as far 
as 1 know, Andy Williams has not cut 
thai particular tune, although he did 
have a hit with a song tilled It's So 
Easy which was written by Don Lee 
and Dave Walkins, and published by 
Valley Music in the UK. 

Perhaps the similarity of titles 
caused the confusion. JAMES D. 
LIDDANE, Managing Director. 
International Songwriters 
Association Ltd. Limerick City, 
Ireland. 

THE HAVENGAL Brian Society 
has been formed by a group of 
enthusiasts to encourage public 
appreciation of the music of William 
Havengal Brian, 1876-1972. One of 
its most important tasks is to try and 
trace the various scores which are 
missing, either in part or totally. 
Unfortunately these include some of 
his most interesting music. 

The really serious losses are the 
full scores of the early opera The 
Tigers, which is known only from a 
published vocal score, and the vast 
dramatic cantata, Prometheus 
Unbound. The Society has been 
provided, anonymously, with a fund 
of £500 from which to make awards 
to persons supplying information 
concerning the present whereabouts 
of these or any other lost work by 
Brian. 

Any information, however 
tenuous, would be welcome and 
further information may be had 
from the Society. DAVID BROWN, 
Secretary Havergal Brian Society, 33 
Coopers Road, Little Heath, Potters 
Bar, Herts. 

I AM writing to thank you for 
reproducing my letter of October 7 
in your magazine. 

1 have received a very encouraging 
response from record companies in 
the UK and hope to be able to 
conclude a deal in the near future 
PHIL MATTHEWS, Grass Roots 
Records, Epping, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE: 

CHRISTMAS ISSUES 

December 24 issue: 
artwork deadline 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 14 

January 7 issue: 
artwork deadline 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 29 

Music Week will not be 
published on December 31 
because of the holiday break. 

Enquiries; 
please contact Nigel Steffens 

on 01-836 1552 
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