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A THIRD leading High Street 
chain — British Home Stores — 
looking at the record market with a 
view to retailing records. A 
company spokesman said 
cautiously this week that it was 

considering an experiment" 
selling records in some of its 100- 
plus outlets, and MW understands 
that both Pickwick and Record 
Merchandisers have been 
consulted about a racking 
operation. 

This follows the success of 
Littlewoods stores which began 
test marketing records last year, 
and the decision by Marks and 
Spencers to mount a feasibility 
study of its own line in budget 
price albums. 

If British Home Stores goes 
ahead even more it could mean 
competition for the independent 
dealer from the chain's outlets in 
High Streets throughout the 
British Isles. 

i®w PfflSfdor farmi singles team 

THE GROWING need to promote 
singles to dealers as well as sell them 
is being recognised by two more 
major companies. Polydor has 
announced the formation of an 
eight-man Sales Strike Force, and 
MW understands that RCA is 
looking at the possibility of using its 
regional promotion team to call on 
shops for a limited period. They 
follow EMI, WEA and Phonogram 
into the area of singles sales 
promotion, although each 
company's team have varying briefs 
and methods of operation. 

Polydor's Strike Force, two in 
each of four new enlarged sales 
districts, will co-ordinate local press 
and radio activity with local sales 
and will capitalise on local interest as 
well as national exposure. Said a 

Polydor spokesman, "This new 
flexibility will enable the company to 
follow up even faster than before. 
The Strike Force, as well as locally 
promoting our releases, will carry 
certain car stocks and will be able to 
instantly bridge any gap between 
ordering and delivery as and when 
necessary." 

Looking for increased singles 
success, Polydor has appointed 
Nigel Reveler to the newly created 
position of Singles Marketing 
Manager. Reporting directly to Tom 
Parkinson, Reveler will be 
responsible for co-ordinating all 
singles activity including telephone 
promotion and telephone sales. 

The four new sales districts will be 
headed by George Wishan (Scotland 
and North East), John Harrison 
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FIRST ROUND in the dispute over 
the UK release of material by US 
new wave band Devo has been won 
by Warner Brothers Inc. A judge in 
Chambers last week granted the 
American company an injunction 
against Virgin Records and Virgin 
Records Holdings Lid restraining 
them from "procuring, inducing or 
attempting to procure" Devo's 
breach of its agreements with 
Warner Brothers Inc and the Swiss 
company Bewlay Brothers, Sari. A 
second injunction prevents Virgin 
from infringing Warner Brothers' 
copyright in Devo master tapes, and 
a third prevents the UK company 
from converting them to their own 
use. All the injunctions are interim, 
pending a full hearing at some future 
date. Virgin's appeal against the 
granting of the injunctions should be 
heard towards the end of the month. 
• Both Devo singles currently on 

release here are on Stiff, through a 
short-term product deal. 
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POLY DOR'S SALES Strike Force leader Nigel Reveler emphasising his new 
aim in life: singles marketing. 

Nick Mobbs to set 

up new label for WB 

(North), Martin Adams (West) and 
Bob Phillips (London and South 
East). The sales force will continue 
to be headed by National Sales 
Manager John Howes, assisted by 
field sales manager Roy Jenks. 

Each district will consist of seven 
salesmen, two on the Strike Force. 
"The- remaining five," added a 
spokesman, "will continue to offer 
the same service to our dealers as in 
the past." 

Polydor Deputy Managing 
Director Tom Parkinson said, "We 
have experimented with several ideas 
over the past year or two with 
reasonable success. This latest move 
is a step on from that and we are 
confident that it will prove itself in a 
very short space of time." 
 TO PAGE 4 

Alan Fitter 

quits Motown 
ALAN FITTER, who resigned as 
Motown gm last month, has joined 
The Quixote, a top radio 
commercials production company, 
as general manager, effective 
immediately. 

Fitter was Decca pop marketing 
manager before going to Motown 
UK just under a year ago. The five- 
year-old Quixote >vas formed by 
Duncan Bruce (now creative 
director). 

The company has made jingles for 
Private Slock, UA and Ariola 
among others, plus several consumer 
products. Added Fitter, "We will 
shortly be announcing a deal to 
make commercials for a leading 
chain of record stores." 

SIX MONTHS of discreet 
negotiations have culminated in the 
announcement that EMI a&r chief 
Nick Mobbs is to leave and set up a 
new record label for Warner 
Brothers Inc. 

After discussions with WB 
chairman Mo Ostin it has been 
decided that Mobbs will run a new 
record label (yet to be officially 
named) and production company, 
for the worldwide acquisition of UK 
talent. 

THIS WEEK 
May LP releases 91-94. 
Irving Berlin: 90th birthday 
tribute. 22. 
Marketing 6. Tipsheet 8. Retailing: 
Leicester dealers' meet 14. Sales 
chiefs reply to retailers' criticisms 
12. International news 16. 
Broadcasting 18. Classical 20. 
Dealer fact sheets: singles and 
albums 95. Album reviews 98&99. 
Disco charts 95. Top 50 singles 
105. Top 60 albums 103. Pull-out 
charts 25-28. Guide to airplay 
action 27. 

King's Singers lOth anniversary 
advertorial 85-88, 
CENTRE: 
The House That James Built 
After three years of meticulous 
planning, James House is now 
Open House — six floors of plush 
executive offices, a conference 
centre and a new studio complex. 
In this week's Music Week, a 
special 52-page supplement 
launches the new headquarters of 
the Dick James Organisation. 

In Britain the new company's 
product will appear on its own label, 
but will be under the WB label for 
the rest of the world. Mobbs told 
Music Week that he expected to be 
free to leave EMI by the end of this 
month — his successor is likely to be 
appointed quite quickly — and he is 
currently looking for office premises 
for the new company. Staff there 
would be kept very small, he added, 
and they would work in close co- 
operation with WEA in London. 
' Output would be around 12 
singles and three or four albums a 
year, with the emphasis on new 
British talent. "The beauty of it is 
that 1 have complete freedom," 
Mobbs commented. "There's no 
pressure to sign a lot of acts. I've 
talked to Warners about a number 
of ideas over the past few years, and 
have always been on friendly terms 
with WEA in the UK. Then I got to 
meet Mo Ostin through Seymour 
Stein, and over six months we set up 
this new idea." 

The new label marks a rare 
occasion in the Warners camp, as 
generating its own new labels is not a 
normal feature of its mode of 
business. 

TO PAGE 4 

TOP 75 FROM 

NEXT WEEK 
THE NEW Top 75 singles chart, 
prepared by British Market 
Research Bureau for the BPI, BBC 
and Music Week, will be published 

next week's issue of Music 
Week, dated May 13, and will be 
used for the first lime by the BBC 

the Paul Burnett show next 
Tuesday (May 9). 

The new extended chart is 
among improvements announced 
by the BPI charts committee six 
weeks ago following agreement by 
all parties concerned to continue 
with BMRB for production of the 
industry chart. At that time 
committee chairman Tony Morris 
paid tribute to Music Week for its 

substantial financial 
contribution", and the 
cooperation of the BBC, for 
enabling the chart improvements 
to be introduced. The new chart is 
based on a sample of returns from 
250 shops in a panel increased 
from 375 retailers to a total of 450. 

BBC will use the first 40 places 
of the chart in the Paul Bumelt, 
Kid Jensen and Dave Lee Travis 
shows. "Paul will play the top 
five, read the Top 40 in full and go 
on «o play in the next hour the 
highest climbers of the remaining 
35 discs," said a BBC spokesman. 
"Similar coverage will be given in 
the Kid Jensen show at 6.0pm. 
And on Wednesdays Dave Lee 
Travis will read through the Top 
40 between 7.30 am and 
approximately 8.0 am, stopping to 
play the most significant discs." 

But the chart show which goes 
out at 6.0pm on Sundays will 
continue, for the time being to 
feature (he Top 20. 
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Heart LP 

available 
ARISTA HAVE announced that 
rock group Heart's long-awaited 
Magazine album will be available at 
the end of this week following the 
out of court settlement of a year- 
long legal dispute. Agreement has 
been reached between Heart, 
Mushroom Records (whose rights to 
Heart are licensed to Arista Records 
in Europe) and Portrait Records and 
allows Mushroom Records to release 
the previously court restrained 
Magazine album. 

The group members have gone 
back into the studio to complete all 
of the unfinished tracks and 
Magazine (SPART 1024) in its 
completed form will now be released 
on Arista in the UK along with a 
single from the album Heartless 
(ARIST 187). 

Heart's debut album Dreamboat 
Annie sold 3 million copies in the US 
and Magazine achieved platinum 
status there on advance orders alone 
when originally scheduled for release 
in September last year. 

Magazine includes five new Ann 
and Nancy Wilson originals — 
Heartless, Devil Delight, Just The 
Wine, Magazine and Here Song. 
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United Artists names 

new classical series 

MUFF WIN WOOD, soon to join 
CBS, in Island Studios with the 
Fabulous Poodles who's second 
album, he is producing. Left to 
right: Ritchie C Robertson, Bryn B 
Burrows, Tony De Meur (Fabulous 
Boodles), Howard Ki/gore (Sound 
Engineer), Muff Win wood, Bobby 
Valentino (Fabulous Poodles). 

UNITED ARTISTS' new classical 
records series, revealed in Music 
Week last week, is to be called MK 
Gold. The move into classics is 
partially linked with the two-way 
exchange deal recently concluded 
between UA and Russia's record 
company melodiya and its trading 
organisation Mezhdunarodnaya 
Kniga. 

The classics catalogue launch will 
be given a major promotional push 
aimed at both dealers and public, 
and designs for a special logo are 
now being finalised. First releases 
will include an album of singer 
Madame Arkhipova rendering 
Pushkin; Igor Oistrakh Plays 
Paganini and Kondrashin's Brahms 
Symphony No 1. 

A UA spokesman commented; 
"Following our successes with rock, 
country, mor, new wave and black 
music, and the strength of our Blue 
Note label as a jazz catalogue, it is 
both exciting and appropriate that 
we are extending our activities to 
cover classical music. 

"We expect to release 
approximately 30 albums in the next 
18 months and within three years to 
have established an impressive 
catalogue of impeccable product." 

CHAIRS 
AND 

DEALS 
PAGE 107 

lateel to ffimpteiiisfs ioral pradiEt 
WHA HAS announced thai WEA 
UK, keeping in line with WEA 
International policy, will fullv 
activate its own WEA label which 
has hitherto only been used for 

BRITAIN ROCKED 

BY ITALIAN 

BOMBSHELL 

Raffaella Carra has already sold over four 
million records worldwide. She's Italy's No. 1 
showgirl and a firm favourite throughout 
Europe. She has just taken the UK by storm 
with her first single released here, 
'Do It, Do It Again', 
Now for the second step in the Raffaella Carra 
invasion - her latest album, simply entitled 
'Raffaella'. It features 'Do It, Do It Again', 
plus 11 other equally catching songs, i 
and it will establish her as one 
of the top artistes in Britain. 

compilation albums, utilising tracks 
from all divisions of the company. 
The record logo will feature the 
WEA symbol against a rainbow 
coloured background. 

The label will in future 
concentrate on local product in each 

territory. Several European 
countries are preparing their releases 
and the first UK release is a single 
Looking At The Squares by The 
Salford Jets, scheduled for May 26 
release. Further releases on the 
WEA label are being finalised. 

CiS pSini mm intern 

LP for Wembley tie 
AFTER MUCH speculation, 
notably in the consumer music press, 
it is now confirmed that Bob Dylan 
is to play six shows at London's 
Earls Court, from June 15 to 20. 
These six dales at the 15,700 sealer 
venue herald the first British concert 
appearance of the legendary 
singer/composer since 1966, though 
he appeared at the Isle Of Wight 
Festival in 1969. It is estimated that 

Modern PfB 

splits with 

Albiom 
MODERN PUBLICITY, the PR 
company run by Alan Edwards and 
former Record Mirror journalist 
Barry Cain, has decided not to 
continue (heir involvement with (he 
newly formed Albion label (MW 
March 4). Edwards was originally 
appointed label manager. 

Now, Edwards and Cain plan to 
concentrate solely on building up 
Modern Publicity. They already 
handle ten bands, including The 
Stranglcrs. Buzzcocks, Blondie and 
Generation X, and are hoping to 
expand their list of clients shortly. 
There is also a strong possibility of 
their opening a New York Office. 
And they arc soon to appoint their 
own staff photographer. 

Dylan will play to over 80,000 
people during the London 
appearances. 

To tie in with his visit, CBS are 
planning to release a new Dylan 
album. As yet, further details and 
the album's title have not been 
announced. 

The tour is being promoted 
through Harvey Goldsmith 
Enienainmenis. 

Slidprice 

lo come 

from iRO? 
RCA is considering the launch of a 
mid-price line lalcr Ihis year. The 
company, which has a wealth of 
back catalogue is currently looking 
at new ways of repackaging the 
material in a currently busy 
market. 

A logical time of year for new 
series would be the autumn and 
straight rc-issucs arc the most 
likely starters. Compilations are a 
possibility loo but until RCA has 
finished researching other 
companies' success in this field. 
No details can be given. 

Order from CBS Order Desk, Tel: 01 -960 2155 CBS Distribution Cenlre, Badb^a^UdonWO 

NEIL INNES of the Ruiles is pictured 
album The Ruiles a, Selfridges las, week Lh,e,p ° if'' War"er Br°s 
In Love are rising in their respective dwr , F a"cl "w ^P. I Must Be 
Selfridges Record Buyer/Manager. Neil InJsal!f{Ulu,ifaff
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WHERE THERE'S brass, there's 
brass, that at least is the hopeful 
attitude of the National 
Westminster Bank's own jazz band 
(seen doing an Abbey Road), which 
has just made an LP for release on 
May 4 on the bank's own label. 
Nat west has paid all production 
costs, the 11 jazzers — all bank 
managers or senior staff— have 
given (heir talent free, and 
distribution will be through CRD. 
Proceeds will go to MIND (The 
Naitonal Association for Mental 
Health) and to the Mental Health 
foundation. Titled Bankers at Play, 
it features mainly Dixieland 
standards such as A t The Jazz 
Band Ball, Spain and Nobody 
Knows You, but the bandleader, 
Seth Marsh, has composed a 
number called — and you've 
guessed it — Go Nat west Young 
Man. The band was formed three 

4 

■ 

years ago as a Quartet but has 
grown in size and stature (the LP 
had had a very complimentary 
review by John Dank worth) and 
has the approval and assistance of 
the Bank in its charity concerts, 
e.g. the Nat west jet will ferry the 

band to a gig during the Jersey 
Battle of Flowers. Because of the 
charity connection dealers ordering 
the LP, NWJB 1. from CRD will 
be offered only 25 per cent margin, 
on the record or cassette, RRP on 
the album is £2.99. 

mm°tMiiw© tii© raSis 

THE IRONICAL situation of Israel 
being able to enter, and win, the 
Eurovision Song Contest — but not 
appear on Top of the Pops because 
of Equity rules about non-EEC 
performers so incensed Polydor 
promotion manager John Howson 
last week that he went straight to the 
top and sought the help of the Israeli 
Ambassador. 

The Ambassador was out of town 
but his attache willingly look up the 

cudgels on Polydor's behalf. He 
called the Department of 
Trade and got an agreement 
that Izhar Cohen and his backing 
group could have work permits. But 
Equity still stuck to its rules and — 
valiantly defending their British 
brothers who might be put out of 
work by non-card holding foreigners 
appearing on television — refused 
permission. Polydor lost its plug — 
although Robin Nash did use the 

> 
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record in the play-out spot. 
"I found it very strange that Israel 

is allowed to enter a Eurovsion 
event, subsequently appear on 
French and Swiss television, and yet 
be banned from British television", 
said Howson. 

• Incidentally, Izhar Cohen has 
been invited to appear at a special 
Twelve Hours For Israel event at 
Earls Court on May 7. 

THE ATTENTION being given to 
the Great Train Robbers by 
the media — the BBC has 
recently made a film reconstructing 
the 1963 event, and of course 
Ronald Biggs has been in the 
headlines again recently, with 
reports that Sex Pistols manager 
Malcolm McLaren wanted to record 
him — has resulted in Mike Claire, 
md of Response Records deciding to 
re-promote Run Ronnie Run by 
Kelly's Eye which he originally 
released last summer. The song is an 
ode about Bigg's great escape from 
prison and his flight around the 
world. 

THIS STUDY in limp- whs ted concentration shows Mickie Most going for 
double top on behalf of the RAK team at the BASF Trophy darts match. 
Teams from all areas of the music biz, but mainly studios, competed at the 
inaugural knockout contest in Kings way Tavern, London. Winners were 
EMI A team led by A bbey R oad studios manager Ken To wnsend. 

FIVE YEARS AGO 
May 12 1973 

TAMLA MOTOWN sel up own 
publishing operation in UK . . . BPI 
move to give eight majors 
permanent administrative council 
membership opposed by 
independents at annual meeting . . . 
Gilbert O'Sullivan wins Ivor Novello 
award as songwriter of the year and 
is honoured for Claire and Alone 
Again . . . Ruth Leone appointed 
Capital's first programme controller 
as John Whitney named m.d. and 
Tony Salisbury g.m. ... UA to 
release midprice double LP which 
marks comeback of the 10 inch ■ ■ . 
John Rowies signs to RCA . . .High 
Court row over copyright on tv's 
Callan theme . . . WH Smiths plans 
seven new record dcparments . . . 
Beatles hits double LP packages at 2 
and 3 in Top 50 albums chart. 

TEN YEARS AGO 
May 8,1968 

MTA prepares for major conference 
in Bournemouth . . . first Stones 
single this year will be Jumpin' Jack 
Flash , . . Liberty to launch budget 
Sunset label this summer . . . Tony 
Palmer and Adrian Rudgc set up 
Finite for production, promotion, 
press, marketing and sales 
representation . . . Bill Haley and 
the Comets bring 1957 act to wildly 
appreciative Albert Hall audience 
. . . Otis Redding releases Sitting On 
The Dock Of The Bay LP . . . 
Dylan's John Wesley Harding still at 
Number one after 11 weeks in chart 
Louis Armstrong's Cabaret in third 
week as Number One Single . . . 
Richard Harris makes recording 
debut with RCA LP A Tramp 
Shining and seven minute single 
MacArthurPark . . . 

LIGHTNING RECORDS director 
Alan Davison went to great lengths 
to secure the Arsenal Cup Final 
squad's single Roll Out The Red 
Carpet (L1G 544). Lightning were 
offered the rival Ipswich single but 
turned it down in favour of the 
North London team. 
Understandable considering that 
Davison has been a fan of the 
Gunners for twenty five years, a 
season ticket holder for twenty years 
and is a shareholder in the club. He's 
taken such a personal interest that 
he could be seen at the weekend 
touring record shops in North and 
East London delivering car full of 
boxes of the disc. He even co- wrote 
the B side Kings of London with Red 
Carpet writer Harold Shapiro. 

His fervent support contrasts 
sharply with the footballing 
interests of Shapiro and his co- 
producer Alan A. Freeman. Shapiro 
supports Arsenal's deadly rivals 
Tottenham, while Freeman follows 
Chelsea. Still, as Freeman remarked: 
"Business is business." 

MEMO TO EMI's press mailing 
department: singles reviewer 
Tony Jasper thanks you for the 
box of new 4Ss whicli arrived 
last week, but actually he 
moved away from the address 
they were mailed to six years 
ago. 

oo oq 

DON ARDEN readying a 
distribution deal with CBS 
following United Artists' go-it-alone 
plans . . . Incidentally a number 
of redundancies feared in UA 
following break with parent 
Transamerica but UK staff will not 
be affected . . . The Times' shopping 
reporter Sheila Black writes: "If 
finished lapes were of belter quality 
and were to give better value then 
I doubt if there would be quite as 
much piracy on blank tapes." 

Rick Wakeman among 
those reported banned from fash London restaurant Julies after 
latest meeting of One Over The Top Club , . . Gary James has 
signed Dick Rivers, big in France with Grandis Pas hit, for Pace 
Records and Scotia Songs. 
DRIVING through Berkshire in the early hours of the morning 
GTO's Dick Leahy and Aerial's Dean Friedman looked in 
amazement at brightly lit skyline of New York in passing field — 
turned out to be the set of new Superman film at Pinewood 
studios . . .Over holiday weekend Dave Pearce of DJM 
Publishing broke his left leg skateboarding and his girl friend Pat 
broke her right arm doing same thing . . .A & M press man Kit 
Buckler voted player of the year by local football team 
. . .Previously promotions manager for EMI International, 
Dcna James now independent publicist for US singer-songwriter 
Rozaa . . .Capital's director European promotions Brian 
Shepherd weds former Capitol lady Janene Possell in Los 
Angeles this weekend. 
DAVID SOUL due in Britain later this month to promote new 
movie The Slick Up and coincidentally Private Stock release his 
latest single It Sure Brings Out The Love In Your Eyes . . . 
Country Music People celebrating its lOOth issue this month with 
a special Sonet-marketed album of various artists tilled Country 
Music People ... The summer hit of '75, Barbados by Typically 
Tropical, reissued by Gull next week . . . Alan Parsons' second 
album on Arista is "the first of a three album trilogy of which I 
Robot (the first LP released) is the third" . . . ATV writer Simon 
(Summer Of My Life) May marrying former ATV receptionist 
Rosie Charlton next week . . . MW's Louise Fares promoted to 
new position of editorial coordinator and is currently 
coordinating update of Yearbook and reminds anyone who 
wishes to be included to call her immediately. 
KATE BUSH, Barbara Dickson and Blonde on Blonde will 
represent Britain at Tokyo Music Festival on June 18 . . . Creole 
launch Ruby Winters album at Mortons this Thursday (4); 
Capitol honours new signing Cheryl Ladd with a champagne 
reception at The Berkeley on Friday; and at May 9 reception for 
Brass Construction aboard HMS Belfast guests will be given 
regulation tot of rum as they embark . 

-1 Includes L 
< two new 
chartbusters- 
to be released 

as singles , * 
soon; 

illU0W*cfflEH 

ONLY 

£2.851 
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(0) CO-ivxP*- 

Now-on one chartbound album! 
Star Wars Theme: Meco 
Yes Sir, I Can Boogie: Baccara 
Native New Yorker: Odyssey 
The Crunch:The Rah Band 
Sorry I'm A Lady: Baccara 
Uptown Festival; Shalamar 

plus 14 others! 

Stock up - now! 
Record; PL42477 
Cassette; PK42477 

ItCil 
Telephone orders; 
021-525 3000 

PAGE 3 
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Public previews 

for Parsons LP 

A NEW way of promoting an album 
directly to the public by means of 
"simulated concerts" with tickets 
distributed via dealers is being tried 
by Arista as pan of its campaign for 
the new Alan Parsons Project 
album. 

Dealers in 30 cities all over the UK 
will be able to hand out free tickets 
to their customers for a series of 
playback presentations of the LP, 
titled Pyramid and released on May 
26. Like the successful press launch 
of the previous LP, 1 Robot, this 
venture will involve offering an 
audio-visual playback, in hired local 
cinemas. 

The scries of presentations will be 
backed by local radio advertising, 
flyposting. hand bills, display units 
and other dealer display material, 
and press advertising in major music 
papers. Private Eye, Punch and 
Time Out, the Guardian and the 
Sunday Times. 

The Alan Parsons album is one of 
the biggest batch of releases (a 

EMI Stones 

LP delayed 

THE FIRST EMI Rolling Stones LP 
has been delayed. The track listing 
of the LP, presently entitled Some 
Girls, is not yet finalised although a 
single has been chosen for release. 
The single, I Miss You, was mixed 
and edited in New York by Bob 
Clearmountain of Power Station 
Studios who also worked on a 
special disco version of the same 
number. The delay in the 
announcement of the album's 
content and release date is 
understood to be caused by the 
band's not being able to decide 
between the 30 tracks in the can. 

dozen) Arista has ever had in one 
month. Heading the list — with 
Pyramid — are releases from the 
Kinks, Roy Hill, and the newly- 
signed Anthony Phillips, all of 
which have been given extensive 
marketing campaigns. 

The Kinks' second Arista LP, 
Misfits, is released on May 12, and 
will be backed by press and radio 
advertising, dealer displays, and 
badges and posters. A short concert 
tour coincides with release, 

Roy Hill's LP, released on May 
19, is supported by a two-month 
national tour, and a music press 
campaign. A major press campaign 
is also planned for the May 12 
release of Wise After the Event, the 
debut LP on Arista from Genesis 
founder lead guitarist Anthony 
Phillips, 

Mobbs to 

set up 

WB label 
FROM PAGE 1 

Mobbs joined EMI in 1970 as 
MGM/Verve label manager, and 
apart from a short break when he 
worked as a professional musician, 
has been with the company until 
now, as Harvest label manager, then 
a&r manager for all EMI UK labels, 
and, from October last year, general 
manager of a&r and artist 
development. 

Mobbs said he was "delighted to 
be working with Warner Brothers, 
and I'm particularly attracted by the 
feel of the American operation — 
just the right blend of creative flair 
and sheer delivery power." 

HMVPri £S-7o 

2t42O 

PICTURED at the Oxford Street branch of HMV Records are the 
Commodores, in London for three sell-out dates at the Odeon Hammersmith. 
During the lour the hand took part in several of the Motown Dealer Nights, 
meeting retailers and media people in six of the lour towns. AH 19 UK dales 
were sold out. The tour was part of the Motown campaign to break the US 
gold platinum earning hand in Europe. The Commodores have charted here 
with the singles Easy and Zoom. Pictured are deft to right) Commodore 
members William King, Lionel Richard (HMV assistant manager) Jorg 
Warnecke, Walter Orange and Milan Williams. 

• To all Suppliers and Dealers 

"VIVA SCOTLAND" - Ally's Tartan Army THORS 260 
Please note that Musac are not supplying this Record and we tender 

our apologies lor including their name on the list. 
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THE CURRENTLY confused 
situation at Rocket Records is likely 
to be clarified this week after a 
meeting between John Reid and 
David Croker. 

Last week, Rocket Records issued 
a statement over reported 
"sackings": "There was a 
disagreement between John Reid 
and two of the Rocket executives, 
David Croker and Arthur Sheriff, 
concerning the promotion of Elton 
John's single Ego. The situation is to 
be discussed when John Reid returns 
from a business trip to Australia. 
Meanwhile, David Croker continues 
as Managing Director and Arthur 
Sherff is in New York on a pre- 
arranged holiday," 

Neither John Reid nor Elton John 
were available for comment as 
Music Week went to press. 

Further confusion concerning 
Rocket was started by Elton John 

• suggesting on Capital Radio that 
Rocket had "hyped" a record into 
the chart, saying Rocket had done it 
"because every other company does 
it". 

A countering statement came 
from David Croker: "Rocket 
Records would like to make it clear 
that they have never hyped any 
record on the Rocket label into the 

ESil stocks 

drop bf lip 
A SLUMP in EMl's share price — 
partially caused by poor third 
quarter results from Capitol — was 
being blamed in the City last week 
for contributing to a fall in the FT 
Index. EMI is an index stock and its 
price dropped by 11 p to 142p at one 
point. 

Capitol's disappointing figures 
were again primarily caused by 
"rescheduling releases of a number 
of key artists", according to 
president Bhaskar Mcnon. 
"Additionally, net income was 
adversely affected by increased 
recording, marketing and talent 
development costs," 

The figures show that despite 
increased value of sales, net income 
for the third quarter was down by 
S947.000 compared to the same 
quarter last year; and down by 
S2,860,000 on the nine month period 
compared to last year, 

But Mcnon was able to add an 
optimistic touch, reporting that EMI 
America, Capitol's newly formed 
and separately managed label, "is 
now fully operational and making 
good progress in building up its 
artist roster". 

Music Week chart as prepared by the 
BMRB, or any other chart. This 
refers to all records by all Rocket 
artists, including Blue and Elton 
John. 

"As we have not yet discussed this 
with Elton John, we are unable to 
comment on his remarks on Capital 
Radio." 

Stiff opens 

London shop 
STIFF RECORDS has opened a 
shop at its headquarters at 32 
Alexander Street, London W2, 
which will sell various Stiff items 
such as T-shirts, badges and other 
promotional material and, of 
course, records. 

It's open from 10am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday. A spokesman 
for the company declared that the 
shop would have "a good 
atmosphere and bags of style". 

UeiSer 

siusglei 
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FROM PAGE 1 

RCA is also likely 10 try a short 
period of direct dealer promotion 
for singles. Although the company's 
first quarter market share (MW 
April 29) was an improvement (fifth 
company and further label), most of 
the increase was due to Christmas 
titles selling in the early part of this 
year, and the company's current 
singles performance is flagging. 

Using the existing team to 
promote records into shops would 
take the priority off radio and would 
also need some reorganisation of 
product management and sales Co- 
ordination between sales reps and 
the field promotion team would be 
required to further this end. At press 
lime, RCA was unable to confirm 
the re-organisation plans. 

Budget rise 
BUDGET RECORD companv 
Music For Pleasure has made new 
price increases, the first for some 18 
months. MFP and CFP albums no 
"P from £1.25 to £1.49, while tape 
Sure'' 'il99 :intl ,hC Us^ Fo' Kasurc talking book tapes' also 
remain at £3.99. 0 

NEWS 

IN BRIEF... 

BILLY GOAT Records, a new label 
formed by Terry Parker and 
specialising in British Rockabilly, 
releases its first single, Don't Start 
Crying Now (Bill 001) by Jim 
Carlisle on May 12. Distribution is 
through one-stops. Parker s 
telephone number: 01-657 3560. 

GINGER ROGERS has just completed her first EMI album. Produced by 
Kenny Lynch and scheduled for early Autumn release, the LP will feature 
many of the standards of her long career, including Embraceable You, I'll 
String A long With You, They Can 'l Take That A way From Me and I Used To 
Be Colour Blind. Pictured left to right at Air London Studios are: Mike 
Stavroy (recording engineer), Eric Hall (Creative Manager ATV Music), 
producer Kenny Lynch, Tito Burns (Ms Rogers' European representative), 
Ginger Rogers and Chris Ellis (album co-ordinatorfor EMI). 

Rocket 'sackings' 

statement expired 
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HELEN REDDY is to make first 
British concert appearances in three 
years between May 11 and 13 at the 
London Palladium. Capitol is to 
release a new album, We'll Sing In 
The Sunshine and a single, Ready Or 
Not, available May 12. 

RABID RECORDS, the Manchester 
based independent, after nearly one 
year in existence, issues three further 
singles, from local artists, Gyro, 
Jilted John and Ed Banger. Rabid 
has had success in the past with 
Slaughter and The Dogs, now signed 
to Dccca, and John Cooper Clarke, 
now with CBS. Said a spokesman 
for Rabid, "Rabid has no 
aspirations to obtain distribution 
through a major, but rather to 
discover and develop new talent for 
placing with an established 
company." 

TO TIE in with Eater's nationwide 
tour (May 4 to June 5), The Label 
Records is making the band's LP, 
The Album available to retailers at 
special discount prices. The band is 
also available for in-store personal 
appearances. Contact for this is 
Tony Mathias onOl-385 6012. 

ARIOLA IS flying over John Paul 
Young for a three week 
press/TV/radio promotional tour. 
Young has had five top ten singles in 
Australia and five number one hits 
in South Africa. His latest single 
here, Love Is In The Air has charted. 

COMPARED TO WHAT by Mr 
Flood's Party, a single first released 
in 1975, has become a collectors' 
item with copies changing hands for 
up to £10 in soul clubs. Now Bulldog 
Records are to re-issue it with 
catalogue number BD6. Distribution 
is through President Records. 

NEWLY RE-FORMED 
Lindisfarne's debut album for 
Phonogram will be released in the 
second week in June. The album — 
Back And Forth — was produced by 
Gus Dudgeon. Lindisfarne embark 
on a nationwide tour on May 3 and 
the BBC have recorded a TV special 
on the band. 

TO CELEBRATE the 50ih birthday 
of Walt Disney's Mickey Mouse. 
W arner Brothers Records are 
scheduling a single entitled Hey Ra 
Ra Ra (Happy Birthday Mickey 
Mouse) by Davy Jones And A 
Million Kids. The single is released 
on May 12 and features former 
Monkce Davy Jones together with a 
choir from the National Childrcns 
Home in Harpenden, It was 
produced by Tommy Boyce who has 
recently worked with Darts, The 
<n/v^rs ■ and Showaddywaddv. 50,000 discs will be available in 
special coloured picture bags. 

So *Iuh . Music Wc«k ,or •> colour -ul V oon i you f dial 01 836 1522 
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Oh Carol isthe new 

single from Smokie. 

Released on May 5th 

it'san absolute 

certaintyforairplay 

and real chart action. rak276 

'OhCara 

STOCK UP NOW AND MAKE SUR OU'RETHERETOO. RAK 
Licensed Reperloire Division. EMI Records Ltd . 9 Thayer St . London W. 1. 01-486 7144 3 Uxtmdge Road, Hayes. Middlesex. 01-7594532/4611 & 848 981 i 
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Gripping Strangiers campaign 

THE STRANGLERS' third 
album, Black and White (UAK 
30222) is released on May 12 and 
will be supported by a massive 
campaign. 

Ads include back pages of MM, 
■NME, Sounds and Record Mirror 
the week of release; 300 lift/es- 
calator panels on the underground 
throughout May: a 96-shect poster 
hoarding in Cromwell Road for 
May, featuring the band dressed in 
black against a white background; 
60-second radio ads over a week of 
release in both breakfast and 
evening rock shows on Capital, 
Clyde, Piccadilly and BRMB, plus 
additional coverage on 
Luxembourg. 

Nationwide window displays 
including possibly revolving central 
display pieces; 'Out Now' posters to 

.dealers; a mobile featuring the four 
figures from the album sleeve. 

The album sleeve of the new 
Strangiers' album. Black and White. 
Most of the various visuals for the 
campaign are based on the four 
figures on the cover. 
Various badges and T-shirts will also 
be distributed. 

The first 75,000 copies of the 

album will include a free collectors' 
item single, pressed In white vinyl: 
The cassette version (TCK 30222) 
of the album will differ from the 
album in including one of the tracks 
from the free single on all copies of 
the cassette. The additional track is 
Mean To Me. 

A UA spokesman explains, "We 
wanted to show our concern for the 
cassette buyer in a concretely 
beneficial way. Obviously if you buy 
cassettes instead of albums, you 
don't get the benefit of special 
packaging. So adding this special 
track — making the cassette a sort of 
collectors' item in itself — is a 
valuable extra." 

Meanwhile, the promotional jaunt 
to launch the album and The 
Strangiers' world tour, included 
taking a plane-load of press, radio 
and tv people to Iceland for the 
opening date in Reykjavik. 

Briefs... 
NEW SINGLE from Darts, The Boy 
From New York City (MAG 116)» 
taken from (heir forthcoming 
Magnet album, is being issued in a 
.four-colour bag; there will be full- 
colour advertising in various music 
magazines. The single follows up 
Darts' Top Ten successes with 
Daddy Cool and Come 'Back My 
Love, and like those two singles has 
been produced by Tommy Bovce 
and Richard Hartley. The band sViirt 
their second nationwide tour at 
Portsmouth on May 10 and finish 
with (wo nights at Hammersmith 
Odeon in London on June 18. 
THIN LIZZY have a new single 
called Rosalie/Me And The Boys 
released on Vertigo with the special 

catalogue number, LIZZY 002. First 
25,000 copies will be available in a 

^four-colour bag priced at 80p. The 
track is a live recording from their 
forthcoming double live album, Live 
And Dangerous released at the end 
of May. Promotion for the single 
includes press advertising and there 
will be Capital Radio spots for five 
days. On the dealer level, there will 
be a full mailshot including a large 
poster using the same picture as the 
colour single bag. 

THE NEXT album from Max 
Boyce, his fifth for EMI, is the 
subject of one of the biggest 
marketing campaigns by the m-o-r 
division. Called I Was There (EMI 
MAX 1001), the LP is the subject of 
television promotion in the Horlech, 
Granada, A TV and Border 
television regions. Dealers in the 

MARKETING NEWS 
WRITTEN WITH 
THE DEALER IN 

MIND - EVERYWEEK 
IN MUSIC WEEK 
CONTACT; JIM 

EVANS ON 01-8361522 

THE LOVE MACHINE 

A First for CHARNIDALE RECORDS 
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America's dancinj' disco sensation are here with their new hit single and I.I' 
RELEASE DATE: MAY 6th 1978 

The single DESPERATELY, li/W SEXOSOMC witli Full Colour Bag CSS 10,000 
MAY 20til 78 ELP "The Love Machine" CLP 50-000 

See them at the LONDON PALADIIJM MAY-AUGUST 
Distributed Nationully by your Friendly independent 

Charmdale Records Distributors Ltd, 182 Acton Lane NW10 
Order desk 961-2866 

Virgin keeps on trucking 

with Motors LP drive 
TO CO-INCIDE with the Motors 
UK tour In May, Virgin is planning 
an advertising drive for the new 
album. Approved By The Motors 
(V2101) could run the risk of 
another bad taste award. 

Last year's campaign was dubbed 
by Variety as the most tasteless in 
1977 because of captions like that in 
which Jayne Mansfield is pictured 
saying "1 lost my head over the 
Motors", or Nixon asking "What 
Motors tapes?". Virgin press chief 
AI Clark said, "Virgin didn't realise 
at the time how broadly people 
would be offended by that 
campaign". The advertising 
appeared in (he rash of punk 
publicity last year much of which 

was the cause of adverse comment. 
The new campaign is centred 

round the album title and will 
include some advertisements 
featuring "unpleasant, seedy bizarre 
and possibly ghastly" visual 
reflecting aspects of life of which the 
Motors might conceivably approve. 

All the visuals will be overstamped 
APPROVED BY THE MOTORS, 
and the campaign gets in first gear 
with ten half page ads in this week's 
Sounds and space in other pop 
papers. There will also be radio 
spots in tour areas, plus 5,000 tour 
posters, 5,000 LP posters, 200 
window displays, flyposting, badges 
and stickers. The LP is released on 
May 5. 

different regions will be supplied 
with special stickers to use on 
display material, there will also be 
750 nationwide window displays and 
1,000 display units. Additional 
promotion includes badges, and tee- 
shirts. I Was There has been 
produced by Bob Barratt, 
responsible for all Boyce's previous 
EMI albums, and features mainly 
live recordings. The Welsh 
performer has just concluded a 
major UK tour. 

Balloon lausneHu for 

Stiff limited edition 
STIFF RECORDS release Mickey 
Jupp's Legend (GET 2) on May 12 
in a limited edition of 15,000. Each 
sleeve will be individually numbered. 
The Akron Sound, (GET 3) released 
May 19 features a dozen bands from 
Akron, Ohio, where Devo 
originated. Akron is the rubber 

capital of the world — thousands of 
helium filled balloons will be 
simultaneously released from Stiffs 
London offices and European 
licensees' offices to promote the 
launch. "Numerous items of 
rubberware" are also included in the 
marketing campaign. 

UA push for 
UA IN Britain is to mount a 
campaign aimed at both dealers and 
the public to gain greater familiarity 
for their US-originated Chi-Sound 
product. Chi-Sound is a Chicago- 
based soul label run by producer 
Carl Davis and licensed to UA. Acts 
on the label include Manchild, 

Lightning's Gunners 
ROLL OUT The Red Carpet (LIG 
544), FA Cup Final theme of the 
Arsenal 1978 Squad, has been rush 
released by Lightning Records and 
will be backed by an extensive local 
press advertising campaign in North 
and East London. Special packaging 
for the single will have a team 
photograph on the front with the 
Wembley stars' autographs on the 
back. 

Madeleine and Walter Jackson — 
and it will be around the May 19 
release of Walter Jackson's second 
album Good To See You (UAS 
30157) that the Chi-Sound campaign 
will be centred. Previous product is 
to be reserviccd and badges featuring 
the label's logo and point of sale 
material are being prepared. 

Real Life, the debut album from 
Magazine (Virgin Records), is set for 
release on June 2. Neither side of 
their current single is included. 

Sunset, the UA budget label is set 
to release a further three albums on 
May 19: The Band of The Life 
Guards On Parade With The Music 
of Abba (SLS/TCT 50419), Bobby 
Vee's A Tribute To Buddy Holly 
(SLS/TCT 50417) and The Bonzo 
Dog Band's Let's Make Up And Be 
Friendly (SLS/TCT). 

THE NUMBER1 

DISCOSMASH 

H i TENSION 

HI/TENSION 

On Island W1P6422 

| SCREEN GEMS-EMI MUSIC 
Oonm.tl, Siroet. London WC2 Tal. 01 B36 6699 Has 

PAGE 6 



MUSIC WEEK, MAY 6, 1978 

'THE ONE 

AND ONLY 

GLADYS KNIGHT & THE PIPS 

/ 

Offi 

r -i- 

v.. 

/ 

& 

% 

Precision Tapes Ltd RECORDS 

GROUP 
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way to sure sales 

Orders To: Pye Records (Sales) Ltd., 132 Western Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3UT, Telephone; 01-640 3344. 
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Roger the Cat single 

A summer single is up for grabs 
from Roger The Cat. 

Roger The Cat is a five-piece rock 
band signed by Don Gallagher to his 
Vehicle Music. Three of the group 
write — Rick Arnold, Dave Cross 
and Pete Fisher. Completing the 
group are Marion Arnold (Rick's 
wife) and Jerry Holme. 

Don Gallagher was taken with the 
self-penned single. Dry Your Eyes 
and he went for a master backed by 
the BBC Radio Orchestra. 

Dave Berry 

hits wanted, 
Bobby Graham is looking for songs 
for Dave Berry in the same vein as 
his original Sixties Decca hits like 
The Crying Game and The Strange 
Effect. Dave has been recently 
signed to the Dutch Record 
Company, Southern Star Records 
and Bobby plans to take him into the 
studio shortly. 

Contact: Bobby Graham, Barn 
Cottage, Lower Church Street, 
Cuddington, Aylesbury, Bucks. Tel: 
0844-291617. 

Though known as a rock band to 
their live following, Gallagher feels 
the classical training of Arnold is a 
great influence on their melodic 
material. 

The band can be seen on May 13 
at the Nashville, London. They are 
looking for a lease tape and 
publishing deal. 

Information and tape from Don 
Gallagher, Vehicle Music, 54 
Gloucester Road. London N181HL. 
01 803 6885. 

tipsheet 
is a Music Week 
service for 
artists, publishers 
producers, a&r men, 
managers, agents and 
talent seekers. 
Contact: 

SUE FRANCIS on 
439 9756 

or through MW 
836 1522 

Songwriting 

to order _ , , 
General Manager Selby Read ot 
Plane Music offers a writing-to- 
order service, but stresses the 
importance of the client providing 
the fullest possible specific 
information as to his wishes or 
requirements. Work is done on a 
non-acceptance, no cost basis. 

Work is done on a non- 
acceptance, no cost basis. 

Contact: Plane Music, 171 
Derlwyn. Dunvanl, Swansea SA2 
7PF. 079226805. 

Mills back from Motown LA 
INTERNATIONALLY respected 
recording engineer, and record 
consultant John Mills is now in 
England and presents an 
opportunity for a studio. 

Mills was lured to Motown's Los 
Angeles studio in 1973 where he 
worked with 99 per cent of 
Motown artists. He received rarely 
given (for Motown) engineer 
credits on records with such artists 
as Diana Ross, Caston and 
Majors, The Commodores, 

Smokey Robinson, The Miracles 
and Undisputed Truth. His 
enterprise also took him into some 
co-producing. 

In 1975, coincidentally, with 
Americans energy crisis and 
ballooning unemployment, Mills 
was caught in a reduction of 
residence quotas and had to leave. 
Says he ruefully, "It broke my 
heart. I loved LA". 

Mills began in music in 1968 as a 
tape operator at Advision. In 1971, 

he began engineering in Europe, 
working in Spain, Germany, 
Norway and Scandinavia where he 
engineered Buck Owens. In 
America on a short visit he worked 
at the Hit Factory and Media 
Studio. He spent last year in 
Denmark on a re-design project 
for Tocano Studios. 

Contact: John E. Mills, 180 
Princes Avenue, Palmers Green, 
London N13. 018891415. 

Insurance opportunity for US rock musicians 
AMERICAN ARTISTS and acts 
now have the chance to buy British 
and be better and cheaper insured. 

For the past seven years, Willie 
Robertson, formerly of Eckersley, 
Hicks and Co. and now partnered 
with Bob Taylor in their own 
London based company Robertson 
r- Taylor, has been specializing in 
' ranee for the pop music industry 
;-i the UK. His first clients were the 
Kinks and since then Robertson has 
written policies for the Who, Yes, 

ELP, Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin 
and many others. 

Says Robertson: "The British 
market has established itself over my 
past seven years of music 
specialization. Therefore I have 
managed to reduce the rates keeping 
my clients happy. The companies 
have now agreed in principal to offer 
the same facilities we offer here, to 
the American market." 

Robertson's recent exploration 
trip to the States showed a real 

opportunity for business" he said. 
"I think the American market is 
behind the British insurance wise. 
They do have music tour coverage 
but British coverage is far broader 
and the rate lower. For instance, on 
equipment in America, artists pay 
something like seven per cent which 
is considerably more than 1 would 
charge. 

"1 am going into the American 
market aggressively. I will have 
agents in New York and Los Angeles 

who will shoot business over to me 
to underwrite through Lloyds. 
Though less than American, I am 
not going to be able to charge 
exactly the same rate as we have in 
London." 

Meanwhile from the London 
office after insuring Pink Floyd's 
worldwide tour last year, Robertson 
is doing Frank Sinatra's tour in 
September. 

Contact Robertson at 148 Sloane 
Street, LondonSW1. 01 7306139. 

FEm WE 

MAILBAG 

A BRplea 

A LETTER from Robin Carew of McLeod Hotden Enterprises, tells oj 
difficulties in gelling a&r 
representatives to come see Beano 
whom he manages in Humberside. 
He says, "We have pursued the 
usual angles of asking a&r 
department representatives to look 
at the act, but it is difficult to get 
them to come to the North oj 
England". 

Bernie was formed ten years ago 
in Liverpool and still has the original 
four members. They have had 
considerable success in Europe, 
touring there in '73, '74 and 75. 
They signed a three year contract 

■ with Decca in 1974 but are now free 
for records and publishing. They 
write their own material — mostly 
Fred Phillips, the lead singer. 

When signed to Decca, their f irst 
single Candy Baby made the top 
three in Italy, top ten in Scandinavia 
and lop 30 in Germany. In the UK it 
was Record of the Week on several 
radio stations. 

Their second single, Little 
Cinderella came out in '75 and the 
band appeared on Top of the Pops 
soon after. Cinderella wfl5 also a 
success in Europe. Capitalizing on 
the success of the two singles, their 
LP carried both names in its title. In 
'76, their song Everybody Knows 
reached the last twelve in the 
Eurovision Song contest. 

The band is now working on new 
product. 

Contact: Robin Carew, 
Haltemprice Chambers, PO Box 3, 
Hessle, North Humberside 0482 
6492417649193. 
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Diamonds are forever, but right now Sapphires are happening! 

The Five Sapphires' new single love Music' is nudging the 

charts and it won't stop there. Great press reviews, heavy air play and 

blanket disco action guarantee instant chart lift-off. 

love Music' is a classic. It's the echo of every summeryou've ever shared. 

The Five Sapphires have made it a singleyou can't forget. 

THGIWC Sfffties 

Hem*! 

Mi 
MM 

<tlhav...Si Salt'!.andUislnbunoii. 1*3UibridgaHoad.H.1>« MMnw 01-759453®gU$8489811 

MUSIC WEEK, MAY 6, 1978 

Elton - 

the Great 

Number 

Muddle 
V/HEN ROCKET Records 
announced a new single from 
ELTON JOHN, his first newly 
recorded material for two years, 
many were speculating as to its 
nature. Those expecting a beautiful 
uncomplicated ballad were in for a 
shock, for it was to be EGO, a no- 
holds-barred expression of a topic 
one critic claimed to be the essence 
of Elton John and Bernie Taupin's 
music. Its release coincided with a 
film of Ego, one that aroused 
pandemonium among photo- 
graphers when they discovered that 
the widely discussed hair transplant 
was visible for a few seconds. 

EMI and Rocket joined forces 
in a marketing campaign that 
reinforced Elton's belief in Ego as 
something much more than just 
another single, but nobody 
anticipated the cloud that was just 
over the horizon ... Despite every 
effort, Ego's progress up the charts 
resembled a car engine on a cold 
morning — start, slow down, 
splutter. 

There had been a simple mistake; 
the chart had been listing Ego as 
catalogue number ROKN 539, which 
is in fact the number for 'LOVE 
MUSIC by 'THE FIVE 
SAPPHIRES'. 

What effect did this have on 'Love 
Music'? Obviously there were some 
wrong orders before the mistake was 
discovered — quite how many will 
never be known. However, now that 
the mistake has been discovered and 
rectified, 'Love Music', is achieving 
genuine and heartening sales. Ego is 
stiU in the charts while 'Love Music' 
has risen in the airplay charts and is 
expected to feature in the B.M.R.B. 
chart returns.  ^ 

Rocket have three observations to 
make:— "Ego is still Elton's most 
important and innovative single in 
years. 'Love Music' is a brilliantly 
crafted song, and one of the best 
singles Rocket has ever released. 
And next time they intend to check 
and double check the chart listings! 

Rocket ready 

to sign 

new artists 
ROCKET" MUSIC'S relatively new 
management is open to see a variety 
of new acts and writers, as a result of 
new writer signings. 

Head of Rocket Music, Kevin 
Eade, along with Rocket Records' 
Lem Lubin, head of a&r and Arthur 
Sherrif, general manager, are 
determined to eliminate any 
"figurehead" and function from the 
Rocket operations. 

First signing was Gary Osborne, 
28, a lyricist of ten years' experience 
who began writing with Elton John a 
few months ago. He just completed 
a concept album with Jeff Wayne, 
War of the Worlds by H G Wells, 
due out on CBS in June. 

Second signing was writer Neil 
Harrison. As a film score composer 
(To Sir With Love) Neil is signed to 
Arista with a single planned for 
May. Lulu has cut three of his songs. 

— pic if pos.— 
The third signing was at Midem — 

a Dutch r&r band, on CBS Gruppo 
Sportive. The band is semi satirical 
with elements of the Tubes, and new 
wave but also come up with good 
solid three minute singles. 

Says Eade, "We are completely 
open to see a variety of new acts and 
writers. We naturally tend to get 
coming into the office a lot of piano 
playing songwriters. But we are 
looking for diversification, not 
another "just like". 

Rocket Music, 4 Audley Street, 
London W. 1.01-493 9685. 

Rocket Records, 01499 9714 
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