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This week 
MUSIC INDUSTRY news(pp 1- 
4), Tipshect 8, two pages of 
retailing news 12, 13, First of the 
new disco coverage 14, 
Publishing 16, Broadcasting 18, 
International News 20, Talent 
22, Needlctime 25. Classical 38, 
Riva feature 40, LP reviews 45, 
Factshects 46. Performance 54, 
Dooley's Diary 55. 

Disco plus 
THIS WEEK Music Week begins 
new expanded coverage of the 
disco market with a new chart 
compiled by Disco International 
and a weekly page of news, 
reviews and features contributed 
by Disco International editor 
Jerry Gilbert. Turn to page 14 
now for this new Music Week 

Tower LP 

shines out 
CAPITOL CONTINUES to 
establish its Tower import series 
with three December releases headed 
by what is claimed to be the world's 
first luminous album. This follows 
the company's recent experiment 
with luminous vinyl in the form of a 
Kraftwerk 12-inch single. 

Set for release on Friday (8) Taste 
Of Tower (EAST 24655) is a 12-5nch 
track compilation showcasing artists 
from Capitol's r&b roster. The 
initial 5,000 copies will be pressed in 
luminous vinyl with a special sleeve 
and artists include Taste Of Honey, 
Natalie Cole, Tavares, Freda Payne 
and Nancy Wilson. 

CHART 

ACTION 

THIS YEAR'S Christmas hit is 
now confirmed as Boney M's 
Mary's Boy Child at No. 1, but 
the Barron Knights' A Taste Of 
Aggro (If to 4) and Christmas in 
Smurfland (68 to 40) arc other 
seasonal successes. Billy Joel's 
Mv Life lakes the week's biggest 
climb (73 to 42) and Leo Saver's 
Raining In My Heart is up 22 
places to 28. After weeks of 
having an airplay hit with 
Gerard Kenny's New York New 
York, RCA at last has a chart hit 
wilh the record leading II new 
entries at43. 

Music Business Roper-A Morgon-Grompion Publication ■ 70p 

Fruin unrepentant on London tests 

By DAVID DALTON 
CARDIFF AND Coventry will be 
the first areas to get new local 
commercial radio stations. The IBA 
is inviting applications for the 
programme franchises for each of 
these areas — two of the nine 
earmarked by the Home Office 
working party. 

Contracts, when awarded, will 
run initially until December 31, 
1981, and extension of that period 
will depend on Government pro- 
longing the term of the Authority 
beyond that date. Details for 
applicants, including the coverage 
map, are available from the 
Secretary of the IBA, 70 B romp ton 
Road, London SW3 IEY, and 
applications must reach the Auth- 
ority by Monday February 72, _ 
1979. A process of sifting, which 

includes public meetings in the areas 
concerned, will follow and the IBA 
expects to be able to award franchises 
at some time in the spring. It is then 
expected that the chosen companies 
would take nine months to set up a 
station. 

The main pacemakers among 
potential franchise groups have 
already made themselves known and 
there seems to be four runners in 
Coventry and seven in Cardiff, 
though these numbers could 
contract as groups merge interests to 
provide a stronger case. 

The IBA is likely to advertise a 
further pair of sites in February and 
will continue this process at regular 
intervals throughout the year. By the 
time all franchises have been offered 
it is hoped further sites will be 
announced. 

Balloons go up for 

Island Christmas 
ISLAND'S CHRISTMAS campaign is to be spearheaded by Third World's 
Journey To Addis LP (ILPS 9498). Prime time has been taken on London's 
Capital Radio for five days from December 10. On December 15, 18,000 
helium-filled balloons advertising the album will be distributed to all major 
London record shops. A video film of the band performing Now That We've 
Found Love and Cool Meditation is available free to retailers with video 
facilities. 

A further nine albums are 
included in Island's Christmas push 
which is aiming for 500 window and 
in-store displays centred around the 
cut-out palm tree which is the Island 
logo. The campaign is launched this 
week with the inclusion in MW of an 
Island pull-out colour poster. 

The nine albums are: Bob Marley 
and The Wailers — Exodus (ILPS 
9498), Kaya (ILPS 9517), Babylon 
By Bus (ISLD 11); Robert Palmer — 
Double Fun (ILPS 9476); Cat 
Stevens — Back To Earth (ILPS 
9565) and Greatest Hits (ILPS 
9310); High Tension — High 
Tension (ILPS 9564); Steel Pulse — 
Handsworth Revolution (ILPS 
9502); Ultravox — Systems Of 
Romance (ILPS 9555). 

Discotech 79 

dates set 
THE DATES for next year's MTA 
disc and tape conference and 
•exhibition, Discotech 79, have been 
set. It will be held at the Cumberland 
Hotel in London, March 19-21. For 
the first time the event will be 
sponsored by Music Week. 

The exhibition is to be bigger than 
previously and because a great 
number are expected to attend the 
awards dinner this will not be held in 
the Cumberland but in the nearby 
Mount Royal Hotel. The BPI is also 
sponsoring a cocktail party for those 
who attend the conference. 

By TERRI ANDERSON 
A MARKETING EXPERIMENT run recently by WEA has proved 
almost embarrassingly successful. There was puzzlement and 
indignation in the business and the retail trade when two previously 
unheard-of singles from the WEA stable charted in adjacent positions 
last week. 

But, as WEA md John Fruin told 
MW, the chart entries are an 
unexpected bonus, as a result of a 
marketing experiment which was 
aimed at achieving something quite 
different. 

The singles in question are 
Number 1 Dee Jay, by Goody 

BONEY M's recent arrival in Dublin coincided with their version of Mary's 
Boy Child topping the Irish chart. The foursome received platinum discs at a 
Gresham Hotel reception marking 52,000 sales of the Night Flight To Venus 
album and 54,000 sales of their Rivers Of Babylon single. Left to right are 
Marcia Barrett, Maizie Williams, Liz Mitchell and Bobby Farrell, with Chris 
Roche, WEA promotion manager at Solomon and Peres, in the middle. 

Two new cities for ILR 

CBS wages 

Wayne's war 
CBS IS re-proraollng the double 
album War Of The Worlds in a 
national campaign starting this 
Friday (8) and aimed at the 
Christmas market. 

The campaign uses half-page 
ads in the Daily Mirror, Evening 
Standard, Birmingham Evening 
Mail and Scottish Daily Record. 
Sixty-second commercials are 
being taken on Scottish radio, 
Piccadilly, BRMB, City, Metro 
and Capital with extensive point- 
of-sale back up. 

The album, which has already- 
gone platinum, is also being 
marketed as a numbered limited 
edition box set including a 16- 
page brochure, full-colour poster 
and a copy of the H. G. Wells 
science fiction novel on which 
the album is based. 

Goody (Atlantic LV 3) and No 
Goodbyes by Curtis Mayfield 
(Atlantic LV 1, although Mayfield's 
product usually appears on 
Curtom). They entered the chart in 
the 64 and 65 positions respectively. 
The LV prefix stands for longer 
versions — both singles are 12-inch. 
Their positions this week are 55 and 
65 respectively. 

Feeling among dealers seems to be 
summed up by Alexander Muir, of 
Queen Anne Street, Dunfermline. 
He says: "So far as I can find out, 
LV 1 and LV 3 have not as yet been 
released. As this is the high-selling 
season for all chart singles, it is very 

"surprising to myself that my two 
shops have never been asked for 
them, nor have I seen any release 
information. The only information I 
have is that a WEA singles rep 
mentioned that these two singles had 
been released in London only. I fail 
to see how any single can enter the 
charts so quickly if returns are not 
made by the majority of chart return 
shops or is it the fact that London 
shops alone can have such a 
dominating effect on the singles 
chart?" 

Talking about a situation which 
had taken just about everyone 
unawares, Fruin explained that his 
company had for some time been 
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IF YOU CAN'T STAND 

Album 9102 027 
Cassette 7231 017 

marketed by 
phonogram 



Live album 

from the 

Strangiers 
THE STRANGLERS who have 
been keeping a low profile of 
late, kick off the New Year 
with two albums, one single and 
a Far Eastern tour. 

The single is a brand new 
number — not taken from any 
previous album — and is 
scheduled for release in late 
January. A live album, which 
has been recorded over the last 
eighteen months is nearly 
completed and should be 
released early in the New Year. 

Which record chart do 
dealers refer to most 
often? 
Music Week ....  82% 
Radio and Record 
News   2% 

Record Business. .  0% 
(Source: NOP Market 
Research) 
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Mettle 

test for 

dealers 
AS PART of a promotional 
drive for Tony Hayes single, 
Comin' Home To You, Mettle 
Records is running a consumer 
competition with a first prirc of 
£^0 to be spent on records at the 
shop where the single is 
purchased. The winning cheque 
will be made out to the dealer 
concerned. The competition will 
be fret to enter to everyone who 
buvs the single. Ads backing the 
competition will be appearing in 
the consumer music press. The 
draw will lake place on 
December 22. 

CELEBRA TING HIS first-ever top ten hit, with Darlin, Trankle Milter was 
presented with a silver disc for sales of the single. The official hand-over was 
made hy Chris Wright, chairman of the Chrysalis/A ir Group of companies, 
who first signed M iller as a song writer eight years ago. 

Pictured left to right are: Nick Blackburn of Strongman Management, Doug 
D'Arcy, managing director of Chrysalis Records, Miller, Keith Re id 
manager, and Chris Wright. 
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Southside Johnny And The Asbury Jukes hove 
a reputation for driving the crowds crazy 
-and now they have an album to ntatch 
With original compositions from : 

Southside Johnny, Miami Steve Van Zandt 
and Bruce Springsteen, . < 
Southside Johnny And The Asbury Jukes ' 
are stone certainties for the cha : certainties for the cha 
Have you got'Hearts Of Stone'? You should ■ " 
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m. 

SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY AND THE 

ASBURY JUKES'HEARTS OF STONE' 
includes the single 'I Played The Fodl! iProduced by Stevie Van Zandt and Southside Johnny. 

Order from CBS Order Desk. Tel: 01-960 2155. CBS Distribulion Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 
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SM Whitman LP 

UNITED ARTISTS is hoping for another chan topping album with the release 
ofSlim Whitman'sGhosi Riders In The Sky on December 15. 

The release is being backed with 
TV advertising in the ATV, 
Midlands, Trident, Stags, Harlech, 
Angiia, Westward and Border areas 
from December 26 through to 
Januarys. 

Whitman's last album, Home On 
The Range, reached number two in 
the album charts, while The Very 
Best Of and Red River Valley both 
made the number one spot. 

In the past 12 months, sales of 

Hi 

Whitman back catalogue have 
topped the60,000 mark. 

Tracks on the new LP include 
Puff The Magic Dragon, You Arc 
My Sunshine and Tears Stained My 
Pillow which features The 
Jordanaires. 

Elvis' last Dance? 
CHARLY THIS week releases a 
single — Save The Last Dance For 
Me (Sun CYS 1046) — credited to 
Jerry Lee Lewis & Friends, amid 
speculation that the 'friends' could 
include Elvis Presley and possibly 
Carl Perkins. 

The UK release by Charly follows 

the US release by Shelby Singleton 
who has been involved in a legal 
wrangle with RCA over Elvis Presley 
recordings. As on the US disc, the 
UK version only identifies Jerry Lee 
Lewis and both Singleton and 
Charly in this country are prepared 
to leave it at that. 

In kief, n „ 
CHAS & DAVE have signed a 
management deal with Dans 
manager Bob England and will be 
represented by Paul Fcnn at Asgard 
for agency. 

Reccni chart entrants with ihc 
single Sirummin', ihey also have 
their album Rockncvjusi re-released 
by EMI (EMC 3288). The album 
originally appeared on ihc Rockney 
label, which ihc anisis formed in 
conjunciion wiih disiribuiors 
Lighming. 

The duo will be louring during 
December. 

CHERRY RED Records, the 
independent label run hy c\-Magnet 
general manager lain McNay, has 
signed a new long-term distribution 
deal with Spartan Records, the 
Wembley based distributors. The 
next two releases from Cherry Red 
are Morgan Fisher's The Sleeper 
Wakes LP, set for December 8, and 

an independent labels compilation 
album, provisionally entitled The 
Other Record Collection, which is 
scheduled for release in Januarv 
1070. 

PINNACLE SINGLE prices reach 
new heights — effective immediately 
— with seven inch product increased 
to 80p RRP (plus VA T) and 12 inch 
product increased to £1.29 RRP 
(plus VA T). 

The prices for de luxe, mid price, 
budget albums and cassettes remain 
unchanged. 

IN AN article published in the 
London Times last week. CBS UK 
was cited as Britain's most efficient 
company by "Times 1000", a listing 
of the top thousand most profitable 
companies in ihc country. 
According to the piece, in terms of 
return on capital employed, CBS 
makes £243.00 on everv £100 
invested. 

Rats re-r®8eased 

w picture togs 
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News in 

brief 

THE POSSIBILITY thai record 
companies themselves might be 
concerned about over-use of TV ads 
has led the Television Advertising 
Bureau (Surveys) Ltd to set up a 
monitoring service on such 
campaigns. 

Since demand for airtime has 
forced TV rate cards up by 40 per 
cent this year, TABS expects that 
record companies will be eager to 
subscribe to the service — which will 
provide a public interest rating for 
each campaign, and a measure of its 
popularity. 

Tony Fawley, marketing director 
of Mini -TABS (which is monitoring 
the pre-Christmas period in four- 
week periods) said that the names of 
the companies which are subscribing 
must remain confidential. 
WINNER OF the Ian Matthews LA 
competition organised by 
distributors Charmdale Is Alf Blohm 
of Square Disc, 19 Market Square, 
Poplar, London E14. 

His winning ticket number 85 
gives him two days (December 
12/13) in Los Angeles to see Ian 
Matthews in concert along with 
Bread at the Roxy, all expenses paid 
by Rockburgh Records. 
LATEST SINGLE from Pinnacle 
Records is God Only Knows by 
Monaco, packaged in "gift appeal 
style" sleeve in the form of greetings 
card, suitable either for Christmas 
or Valentines Day. 
BLONDIE, WHO are currently on 
tour in the U.S., are set to release a 
new Chrysalis single on January 5. 
Tilled Heart Of Glass, it is a five 
minute fifty seconds disco version of 
the heart Of Glass track from the 
Parallel Lines LP and 30,000 12" 
copies will be available. 
SOUTHERN TELEVISION will be 
featuring dance music from ragtime 
to disco in a new series currently 
being planned. A pilot show is 
already set for January. 

The series, provisionally titled 
Dance Crazy, will feature current 
trends and reflect on great styles, 
crazes and artists of the past. In a 
disco/dance club atmosphere a 
resident ream of dancers, plus 
members of the public who enjoy a 
particular style of dancing, will be 
moving to current disco music and 
the all time favourite numbers. 

Dance Crazy is devised and 
produced by Britt Allcrofl and the 
producer/director will be John Kaye 
Cooper. 
INDEPENDENT LOCAL Radio 
revenue for the first ten months of 
this year has reached £23,090,520 
with the addition of the October 
figure of £3,377.067. 

This compared with a figure of 
£17.994.790 achieved by this time 
last year. 
PUTTING AN end to months of 
speculation comes the 
announcement of the Roxy Music 
Reunion. The band has been in the 
studios recording a new album 
which is scheduled for February 
release. Roxy Music will consist of 
original members Bryan Ferry, Phil 
Manzanera, Andy Mackay and Paul 
Thompson, plus ex-Vibrators bassist 
Gary Tibbs and possibly a 
keyboards player to replace Eddie 
.lobson who is currently committed 
to the band U.K. 
AS WELL as performing at the 
Hammersmith Odcon on December 
8 and 9, Fantasy recording artist 
Sylvester will be the cabaret 
attraction at the EMI Disco Dancing 
World Championship to be televised 
nationwide on December 12 between 
7.30 and 8.30pm. The show will be 
screened worldwide with an expected 
viewing audience of some two 
hundred million. 
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TIM CLARK, Island Records 
Managing Director, presented EMI 
Licensed Repertoire Division with 
gold discs for Bob Marley and The 
Wallers' Kay a and Babylon By Bus 
albums. 

Both albums have now accounted 
for over £300,000- worth of sales in 
the UK; Babylon By Bus (Island 
ISLD 11) went gold, a fortnight 
before release. The album is in the 
shops now. 

Last week, Bob Marley was 
presented with gold and silver discs 
for the Kaya album and silver discs 
— representing 250,000 sales — for 
the band's Jamming and Is This 
Love singles. 

At the EMI LRD presentation 
were, left to right, Doug Johnson 
(LRD National Sales Manager), 
Dave Rose (Island Label Manager 
for EMI), Alan Kaupe (EMI LRD 
Managing Director), Tim Clark, 
Clive Swan (LRD General 
Manager/Sales) and John Knowles 
(Island Marketing and Sales 
Manager). 

sipinis "stiite 

up' Erabefs image 

DETERMINED TO shake off 
its image as a catalogue label, 
Ember has announced new 
signings and deals, backed up by 
a new sales promotional 
incentive scheme, artist and 
dealer co-ordination and an 
overall emphasis on 
promotional planning. 

Says record division chairman, 
Jeffrey Kruger: "We must have a 
more aggressive distribution posture 
and assist Pye in matching pound 
for pound monies for marketing and 
merchandising campaigns and we 
must give confidence to producers to 
bring us in top quality merchandise 
for future acquisition. 

Gunner gets MD post 

ROD GUNNER (pictured right) has 
been appointed managing director 
of the Robert Stigwood Group Ltd, 
following the resignation of Charles 
Negus-Fanccy. Robert Stigwood has 
also announced the appointment of 
Roger Forrester to the main board 
of the Group. 
NICK STOLBERY from Hansa to 
Pinnacle Records as 
promotion/marketing assistant . 
Richard Figgis to DJM promotion 
team as plugger with responsibilities 
for Radio 1 and Capital Radio, 
previously a director of Wilde Rock 
promotions, Figgis has also worked 
at EMI and Tigram Music. 
MOTOWN UK promotions chief 
Keith Harris has left to join the LA 
based Black Bull Ltd., the company 
owned by Stevie Wonder. His first 
job will be handling the new Wonder 
LP The Secret Life Of Plants, for 
release early next year. 

Harris will be replaced as Head of 

"This is not to say (hat our 
catalogue items will be ignored. A 
whole series Rock 'n' Roll Embers 
and Country Embers will be released 
during 1979." 

New Year album releases include 
the debut from Jerry Stevens, 
recently in the TV series Lenny and 
Jerry, and teenage artist Nikki 
Richards, whose first album is called 
I Wonder What You're Doing 
Tonight. Marketing plans already 
set for the Richards LP include 
advertising in press and on London 
Transport buses, plus a series of 
personal appearances at retail 
outlets throughout the UK. 

Which music publication do 
dealers choose for the best 
all round coverage of the 
music industry? 
Music Week 78% 
Record Business 7% 
Radio and Record 

News 3% 
(Source: NOP Markcl 
Research) 

New 

companies 

STEVE WALKER, previously 
promotions manager of EMI Music 
has formed a new company. Too 
Much Music, to administer songs 
written by his partner Chris West 
and co-writer Peter Cox. Both arc 
working musicians and write 
together and separately. Walker will 
also be managing Aylcsbury band 
TCOJ currently working around 
London. 

AN EX-CRD representative, Mike 
Cox, has formed a new import 
company called Discovery Records. 
Initial product includes French CBS, 
Arion and Deesse labels. 

The company aims to import top 
quality product from Europe "to fill 
gaps in the English catalogue" and 
has already started dealing with 
specialist shops in the south. Dealers 
interested in more details should 
contact Mike Cox at 91, Kington St 
Michael, Chippenham, Wilts. 
Telephone; 024 975 537. 

A NEW company specialising in 
publishing rock books has been set 
up by David Rees who runs the 
Recording Plant in Manchester. 

Razor Books is keen to read 
manuscripts which should be sent to 
10 Rectory Road. Crumpsall, 
Manchester 8. First publication 
from Razor will be the re-issue of 
Steve Turner's Tonight We Will 
Fake Love, scheduled for January. 

GRADUATE RECORDS, the 
Dudley retailer, has started its own 
record label. First release (available 
initially through one-stops) is a 
heavy version of Chris Spedding's 
Motorbikin' by Eazie Ryder. Other 
releases are in the pipleline for after 
Christmas. (Graduate Records 
telephone no: 0384-59048). 

A NEW independent record label. 
Sea Horse Records has been formed 
by Teddy A Ruster and Allan 
Austin. Distribution will be through 
Spartan and the first signing to (he 
company "will be announced in the 
very near future". Sea Horse is 
based at 3, Lambolle Place, London 
NW3, telephone 01-435 7765. 

Promotions here by his former 
assistant Les Spaine, former 
Liverpool DJ who joined Motown 
UK in April this year. 
CBS RECORDS wishes to point out 
that the spelling of the names of the 
two executives involved with CBS 
International's CRI team {MW 
November 25) is George Ridncll and 
Bernard Di Matteo. 

Different address 
DIFFERENT RECORDS moves to 
new offices at 11-12 Dover Street, 
London W1 (Tel 01-493 9412) as of 
December 4. Over Christmas, 
Different directors Lynton Guest 
and Angela Hopwood visit Jamaica 
and the USA to discuss licensing 
arrangements and acquire new 
product. 
FAMOUS CHAPPELL is now 
located on (he 4th floor, 54 Maddox 
Street, London Wl, with the 
telephone number remaining 01-629 
7600, telex 268 403. The Famous 
Chappcll office in New York has 
also moved from the 25th to the 16th 
floor in Gulf & Western building . .. 
the Amazing Exhibitionists Ltd., 

specialising in design, artwork, 
display exhibitions and point of sale 
material is now at 52-56 Church 
Path, London W4 5BN (01-995 
3555). 
HEA VY PUBLICITY has moved to 
new offices at 498-500 Harrow 
Road. London W9. Telephone 01- 
9600955/6. 
MARKSMEN MUSIC and Barry 
Mason Music now have a new 
telephone number, which is 01-734 
3691/2. 
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Second Movement 

for Classic Rock 
THE LONDON Symphony Orchesira will premier Classic Rock — The 
Second Movement, the follow-up album to the charting Classic Rock, at two 
maior concerts at the Royal Albert Hall on January 30 and 31 

The conductor will be Harry 

Fever hits 

Sesame LP 
POLYDOR'S SESAME Street 
Fever album (Polydor 2310 637) 
will form part of the company's 
Christmas window display and 
four-colour posters will also be 
available, as will 5,500 four- 
colour window streamers. 

Advertising will include a half- 
page in the Sun on Friday 
December 15 as well as full pages 
in the trades. Also available from 
America will be badges of the 
characters from Sesame Street. 

Rabinowit/. and the LSO will include 
a special rhythm section featuring 
some of the UK's leading rock 
session musicians as well as a 200- 
strong choir. The concerts arc being 
promoted bv Peter Bowyer. 

Classic Rock — The Second 
Movement, will include items ^uch 
as Pinball Wizard. Riser Deep 
Mountain High. Hey Joe and Space 
Oddity. K-tel has not yet sei a release 
date for 'he album, owing to 
difficulties in producing the sleeve, 
bui the first 3,000 copies will be 
pressed in specially coloured vinyl. 

Its predecessor, Classic Rock, has 
been in album chart for 24 weeks 
and has passed the 500,000 sales 
mark. 

Signature tune 

from Jarre 
FOLLOWING THE issue of 
his now Equinoxe album, Jean 
Michel Jarre releases whal 
Polydor describes as "a unique 
single" on December 29. The A 
side will be Equinoxe Part 5 and 
the B side, Equinoxe Part 1. has 
been edited to just over two 
minutes to accommodate .lean 
Michel's signature on the single. 
The first 50.000 copies will be in 
a four-colour bag featuring Jean 
Michel with his actress wife 
Charlotte Rampling, actually 
signing the master lacquer. 

Classical campaign 

for UA Cadenza I&/I " ■ „ h,. been planned by United Artists for the 
A SUBSTANTIALsnssS |abc|, U A Cadenzm    

Minnie to Capitol 
A NEW addition to the Capitol 
rosier is Minnie Rippenon, 
previously with Epic, who signed 
an exclusive worldwide deal. Her 
debut album on the label is 
scheduled for release early in 1979. 

Friday (8) launch of us . 
The label, as previously W°n?a 

in MIF, will incorporate n"dcr 

banner material from seve al 
sources, drawing particularly heavil. 
on repertoire f.om Eastern Europe^ 
Initial releases arc from the Russjan 
Mclodiya label and the Bulgarian 
label, Balkanton. 

rsds arc scheduled for 
Gramophone. Hi Fi New. Music 
Week, Record Business. ' " 
Listener, Classical Music, Records 
and Recording. Financial Times and the Saturday Arts column. 

Said a UA spokesman; "One ot 
the label's strongest selling points is 
its extremely competitive price. All 
Cadenza releases have a retail selling 
price of £2.99. This is a matter ot 
policy. There is no reason why (he 
highest quality recordings should 
not be retailed at a medium price. 

FROM PAGE 1 
looking into the prices which 
restricted import discs were fetching 
in UK shops. They also learned that 
ordinary 12-inch releases, from all 
the UK companies, were fetching 
£1.50 or more. 

"We decided to experiment to see 
if we could sell special product, 
particularly disco, at these prices. 
We had some records of the right 
type, but at this time of year we do 
not have the time nor the space in 
the reps' cars to do such an 
experiment countrywide. Like a TV 
test we decided on one area — 
London and the Home Counties— 
where we would sell into the shops 
from the reps' cars and draw 

Singles testing 

conclusions from whal happened 
there. 

"We wanted to get £1.49 for these 
12-inch singles because that way we 
actually make some money on them, 
and really getting them into the chart 
did not matter — we did not send 
copies to any radio station so there 
was no radio play at all." 

Anticipating some adverse 
comment from the business, WEA 
checked with the BMRB, and 
explained what the plan was. No 
objection was raised. "Neither we 

nor they expected the singles to 
chart," Fruin added, "bui (hey 
immediately started selling side by 
side and within five days the shops 
were cleared out. 

"At that point we asked ourselves 
what to do. We decided we did not 
want to make any seven-inch 
versions, because we were not doing 
the usual chart promotion exercise. 
We are continuing to press 12-inch 
discs at the £1.49 price, and to 
extend the experiment around the 
country. We also serviced the radio 

stations. 
"The whole experiment will be 

worth it if we can do it. and we have 
the production to do it. We arc now 
selling these two 12-inchers to 
everyone, and we will almost 
certainly conduct other marketing 
exercises like this. But it would be 
wrong to conclude it was a whole 
new market. We'll have to see." 

On the matter of adverse reaction 
from the trade Fruin said that he felt 
this marketing experiment had been 
a legitimate one, and added, "I've 
been blasted by the retail trade for 
experimenting with things for years, 
and I have no doubt it will 
continue." 

Knock-down 

flimsies 

from King 
JONATHAN KING has 
introduced flimsy discs for direct 
sale to the general public — al 
the ■'knock-down" price of lOp. 

The single concerned is Lick A 
bmurp for Christmas (All Fall 
Down) by Father Abraphart and 
the Smurps., Said a spokesman 
for UK Records: "Our primary 
aim is to cover as many dealers as 
possible, and to create an 
immediate rapid demand which 
is something especially suited to recordsof a novelty type. 

"Of the thousands of flimsics 
already pressed, some are being 
sold and some arc being given to 
dealers by Record Sales and 
through various distribution 
outlets including Lightning. 
Response so far has been 
described as 'fantastic' with 
reports of dealers selling as many 
as HO flimsies within minutes of 
receiving them. 

"We felt that with the recent 
heavy sales of incredibly 
expensive 12-inch discs, why 
shouldn't an incredibly cheap 7- 
inch single do even better? This 
could be an important 
breakthrough ifrmarkeling, and 
judging by reactions so far, this 
will be a very big-selling single 
for Christmas." 
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Wi'1FT 549 
TC-FT 549 (Available Scv>n • .. 

'^Includes full- 

versions of 'You Make Mis: 
Feel (Mighty Real) 

and 'Dance (Disco Heat) ' 
* Appearing at London's | 
Hammersmith Odeon -) A 

December 8th and 9th\- . 
Networked TV appearance on 
"Disco Dancing World Finals" ' 

-December 12th 

j!LTED 

True Love Stories, 
INS 3024. TC-INS 3024 

* Includes the hit single 
'JiltedJohn' / 

"Free Came A 

with the first / 
15,000 copies / 

Ik 

COMMQfikmES Greatest Hits 
STML12100. TG-STML12100 

* Includes their latest single 

'Just to be close to you'plus 'three Times a Lac 
'Easy', 'Flying High'and eight more spperb tracm 
"Extensive TV advertisingcampaign /ust complete*. 

PLUS a further nationwide TV campaign 
on Boxing Day." 
m Displays 

'%g- ^ 

Ikensed Keperioire Division f Ml Records Ud. 5*\<-s a.id Disiribulten 1-3 Lixbrldge Road Haye^^fWKsoKj 

^f^WHITESN^ Trouble 

r INS 3022. TC-INS 3022 
^Nationwide tour recently 

_, B npleted 
"Includes latest single i- 

P 'Lie Down (A Modern Love Song)' 
Window fin-Store Displays 

SPEX Genwfree Adolescents 
iNfS 3023. TC-INS 3023 

*Qld Grey Whistle Test - December 5th 
- < *\vindowlln-Store Displays "Includes the hit singles 
" fldentityMThe Day the World Turned Dayglo' 

and 'Germ FrceAdolescents'. 

ARS 

"Includes the single 'Driver's Seat', currently 
receiving nationwide air-play. 

i advised very soon. *" 
m 

ey Nichols 
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Pye Records Group Present 

TOUR 

DATES 

December 10 
Belle Vue Manchester 

December 11 soGOSS 
Hammersmith Odeon London 

December 12 SQLDO^ZE 
Hammersmith Odeon London 

December 13 SOLDOUX 
Hammersmith Odeon London 

December 14 soOIISlX 
Hammersmith Odeon London 

extraISS 
December 15 
Odeon Birmingham 
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GROUP Orders To: Pye Records (Sales) Ltd., 132 Western Road, Mitcham. Surrey CR4 3UT. 

Telephone: 01-640 3344. 
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M®!®? Booty Affair 

20# 

CALH 2044 SIDE ONE 
"MR WIGGLES" 
"RUMPOFSTEELSKIN" 
"(YOU'RE A FISH AND I'M A) 

WATER SIGN" 
"AQUA BOOGIE (A PSYCHOALPHA- 

D1SC0BETAB10AQU ADO LOOP)" 
SIDE TWO 
"ONE OF THOSE FUNKY THINGS" 
"LIQUID SUNSHINE" 
"THE MOTOR BOOTY AFFAIR" 
"DEEP" 
Produced and conceived by George Clinton 

WINDOW 

DISPLAYS 

IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH WE.A, 

MOM srmt blGG'.SSS 
^    ' ^ 

j ■ '~ 

PARLIAMENT UP FOR THE DOWN PARLIAMENT 
STROKE CHOCOLATE CITY 

PARLIAMENT-MOTHERSHIP 
CONNECTION 

PARLIAMENT FUNKENTELECHY PARLIAMENT LIVE P. FUNK 
VS. THE PLACEBO SYNDROME EARTH TOUR 
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Mills offers 'old fashioned' service 

to British indies 

STANLEY MILLS, head of 
Sepiembcr Music in New York, 
is a song man who has 
broadened his field of aenviiies 
by successfully placing masiers 
for companies he represenis. In 
I his capacity, he looks after the 
interests of several British 
companies, and would be happy 
to hear from any other 
independents who wish to get 
their product exposed in 
America. 

Representing Bob Kingston. Mills 
has placed Poacher on Republic 
Records in Nashville. Their single, 
Darling, is on the country 
charts now and is getting play on 
MOR Ntations as well. Last year he 
placed Jerry Reed's single. Semolita, 
on RCA for Belsize Music. This 
single also charted well in the 
country lists. 

Says Mills: "I do not only deal in 
country, but Nashville is one of the 
last few fertile market places. 
Chances are simply better there to 
get covers and place masters." 

Stanley Mills is the son of Jack 
Mills, who founded Mills Music over 
50 years ago which later evolved into 
Belwin Mills. Jack Mills was also the 
pioneer in the combining of an 
edncaiional music branch with his 
pop music operation. 

After spending an evening with his 
father at Muscxpo. Stanley Mills 
could not help bemoaning the loss of 
"heart" in the business. 

"Where are the glamorous, 
creative, romantic days of 
publishing? Now instead of 
friendships there are conglomerates. 
Businesses are continually being sold 
or everyone within the big 
companies either gets fired or moves 
on. 

"My father is ama/cd at some of 
the deals that are being made today. 
'This is not publishing.' he says 
"but the business has turned, it is no 
longer as creative." 

However, Mills practises what he 
believes is the best of the past 
Running a small publishing 
company which he administers 
himself, he roams the conntrv when 

TIPSHEET 
is a Music Week 
service for 
artists, publishers 
producers, a&r men, 
managers, agents and 
talent seekers. 
Contact; 

SUE FRANCIS on 
4399756 

or through MW 
8361522 

time permits with his writers' 
material and hires independent 
people when needed. He feels 
an affinity with English writers and 
their music "1 suppose it is hearing 
my father's enthusiasm with his 
English company while I was 
growing up. What I can offer is 
personal attention you can never get 
from a big company. I go to 
everything and what's more 1 enjoy 
it." 

S fan Icy Mil Is, Sept cm her Music 
Corp., 250 West 57 fh St reef. New 
York City, New York 10019. 

Bok wants 

bauds 
NEWLY FORMED independent 
recording company Rok Records 
has joined forces with Label 
Records for the latter to 
distribute and promote Rok 
product, and Rok's first project 
will involve 20 bands and "many 
types of music", with each 
record to be available as a limited 
edition of 1,500. 

Rok has already found 10 
bands interested in (he project, 
but is looking for more who do 
not already have a recording 
contract. 

Contact Tony Mathias, The 
Label Record Co., 106 Dawcs 
Road, London SW6 7EG. 01-385 
6012. 

VShartbuster! 

DR. WHI 

by 
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STANLEY MILLS (left) with father and founder of Mills Music, Jack Mills. 
(Photo by Sylvan). 

Sip Johre offers 

tape copying fadlties 

GLYN JOHNS, in conjunction with A&M Records, has built and developed 
what is "believed to he the most modern and technically proficient tape 
copying facility in Britain." 

Johns has been regularly disappointed by stereo rape copies made by 
different studios in the past. He feels there is a real need for high quality, 
individually made cassette copies as opposed to those cassettes "churned out 
by h igh speed duplica tors. " 

These new facilities, equipped with three Snider A80 stereo machines and 
Tandherg three head cassette machines, are now available at The Old 
Manticore Cinema, 596 400 North End Road, London SW6. Telephone 0! 385 
6338. 

Mushroom spreads out... 

LOS ANGELES-based Mushroom 
Records is expanding its 
international commitment 
consequent upon the breaking of Ian 
Matthews in the American market 
with his latest album Stealin' Home. 

Mushroom wishes to receive 
sample records, tapes, information, 
etc. of new artists and product from 
the UK and Europe which is 

available for licensing in America. 
Other artists on the label are 
Chilliwack, Doucette. Paul Horn 
and Heart. 

Marc Gilutin, director of A&R 
also tells us Mushroom will soon be 
forming its own R&B/disco label. 
Mushroom Records, 9000 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 710, Los Angeles, 
California 90069. (213) 5504502. 

iadk-up tad 'blow 

their own trumpits" 
THE RUMOUR brass and sax team which has backed 
Graham Parker. The Boomtown Rats and Phil Lynott. is available 
for recording and live work. It comprises Dick Hanson (trumpet). 
Ray Beavis (saxes), Chris Gower (trombone) and John "Irish" 
Earlc (saxes). 

Although taking work as individuals, the four would like to find 
more gigs as a band and can be contacted through Stiff Records at 
32 Alexander Street, London W2. 01-220 1147. 

Tipsheet shorts. ...... 
MAISON ROUGE Suidios has 
recently formed its own 
production company 
Salamander Productions based 
at the same address as the 
studios and is looking for 
artists, songwriters, etc. It is 
offering "top class" production 
with a view to obtaining 
recording contracts. 

Send tapes or contact 
Salamander Productions Ltd., 2 
Wansdown Place, Fulham 
Broadway, London SE6. 01-381 
2001. 

PRODUCER PETER Collins is 
looking for an artist with an unusual 
voice, "cither male or female, but 
preferabh male." 

"The material we have is a 
•lonalban Richmond-type song so we 
need someone who can be 
outrageous, is good-looking, able lo 
perform the song, and is free for 
recording". 

Collins will he producing with 
Richard Myhill for ■> 
Productions. 

Those interested contact Mevi 
Rowland, Creative Director, Hansa 

Slrccl'lo,,don W1-n,: 

Two Davids 

seek office 

space 

^ NEW ENTERPRISE 
launched to promote the 
compositions of its two founders 
is Luxury Music I.id. The 
founders are David Stark, who 
has previously worked with 
D.IM. MAM and Dccca and 
recentlv left the advertising 
manager position with Top 
Billing Publications, and David 
Kent, w ho is a solicitor. 

The two Davids arc seeking to 
place compositions of "highly 
melodic commercial" character 
with "a good looking 
charismalic band in the 
Pilot/City Boy vein". 

Their other priority is finding 
suilable office accommodalion 
and they arc very interested in 
hearing from anyone with a 
spare room or anyone in the 
same situation with whom 
Luxury could share 
accommodation, preferably in 
Ihe Wl or NW areas of London. 

Contact David Stark, Luxury 
Music Ltd.. 13 Buckingham 
Mansions, West End Lane, 
London NW6. 01-435 3 2 71. 

Ampst date 

for Poiisli 

sopg-fest 
THE INTERNATIONAL Song 
Festival in Sopot. Poland, will be 
held on August 21-24. 1979, in 
conjunction with the first 
International Trade Fair 
Intermusica. The song festival is the 
oldest of its son in Eastern Europe. 
The trade fair, promoted by Agpol, 
a trade promotion agency of 
Poland's Ministry of Foreign Trade 
and Maritime Economy, is intended 
to develop into a meeting ground of 
music, show business, radio and TV 
leaders. Last year's festival was 
visited by over 1.000 guests from 22 
countries. 

Those interested in more 
information contact Marck 
Gruszka. Agpol, 00 010 Warszawa, 
Sienkiewiczo 12. Poland. Tel. 39-51- 
54. 

IHImt seeks 

deal for 

iiglitshade 
11A M PSHIRE-BASED G r a ha m 
Hum Productions is seeking a 
recording and publishing 
arrangement for Nightshade, a trio 
whose emphasis is on strong vocal 
harmony, MOR material. 

Also custom-written music jingles 
arc undertaken by this production 
bouse which offers full studio 
facilities at "reasonable" south 
coast rates. Station credits include 
Southern TV. Capital Radio, LBC, 
and Radio Victory. 

Contact: Graham Hunt, 35 
Kenyan Road, North End, 
Portsmouth P02 0JZ. 0705-62230. 

Hansa 

Steve 
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Which music publication do 
record dealers most enjoy 
reading? 
Music Week 70ll/o 
Record Business  
Radio and Record 

News 4% 
(Source; NOP Markel 
Rcscarcli) 
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The debut album from 
Thin Lizzy's ace guitarist 

featuring 

Phil Lynott (bass/vocals) 
Brian Downey (Drums) 
Simon Phillips (Drums) 

John Mole (Bass) 
Don Airey (Keyboards) 
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