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It seemed 

311 awesome 

challenge' 
. . . that was Ron Alexenburg's 
reaction when he set out to build 
a brand new record company 
from scratch. The company was 
Infinity Records — a success 
after only three months — and 
Alexenburg's story is told 
exclusively in Music Week next 
week. 

"It is a story that will bring joy 
to the hearts of all those 
salesmen and promotion men 
flogging around the country with 
the burning belief that, given 
half the chance, they could do 
much better than 'those idiots up 
at head office'," says Rodney 
Burbeck who interviewed 
Alexenburg in New York. 

THIS WEEK 
News 2, 3, 4. International 6. 

Retailing 8. Disco 10. Disco 
chart, singles releases 12. Album 
releases 21, Talen 24. 
Broadcasting 26. Albums chart 
31. Singles chart 33. Diary 35. 

Flimsy decision 
FLIMSY RECORDS will in future 
not qualify for a place in the Music 
Week Chart — this was decided by 
the British Market Research Bureau 
last week after consultations with 
the BPI, BBC and MB7. 

• Due to the severe weather 
conditions last week certain chart 
return diaries did not get through to 
BMRB with the result that this 
week's album chart is not totally 
representative of sales throughout 
the country, 

CHART 

ACTION 
AND WITH one leap ... Ihc 
Theme From Superman zooms 
up the char! from 63 to 33, but 
Third World's Cool Meditation 
makes the week's bigsesl jump 
from 75 to 34. Also moving well: 
Phoebe Snow's Every Night (7(1 
to 41), Rama Lama Ding Dong 
bv Rockey Sharpe And The 
Replays (41 to 24), Manhaltan 
Transfer's Who What When 
Where Why (65 to 49) and Driver 
67's Car 67 (40 lo27). In the Top 
30 section Earth Wind And Fire 
have Ihc fastest moving record 
with September CIS to 5). Six new 
entries are led by Desire Me by 
Doll at 52. 

Miki Smith quits Decca 

to pom Leahy it 010 

Infinity looks 

to wider 

horizons 

by JIM EVANS 
AFTER 14 monihs as head of A 
and R at Decca, Mike Smith is 
joining GTO Records as general 
manager. In making the 
announcement, GTO managing 
director Dick Leahy stressed 
that this did not mean that he 
himself would be taking a back 
seat. 

"The company needs managing 
on a constant basis. A lot of people 
tend to forget that we run an 
international business as well which 
means I have to travel a lot," 
explained Leahy. 

Smith's appointment is pan of 
what Leahy prefers to describe as 
GTO's natural growth rather than 
expansion. At the same time Mike 
Peyton is promoted to director of 
promotion and marketing with plans 
to build that department 
substantially. 

"Last year was good for GTO," 
explained Leahy, "But it was really 
a question of building and sustaining 
after the loss of a major artist 
(Donna Summer)." 

As for expanding the artist roster, 
Leahy said that GTO was not into 
signing major established acts, but, 
as always would be looking for new 
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PICTURED IN the GTO offices are. GTO managing director Dick Leahy 
(right) and his new general manager, Mike Smith. Mike, who also becomes a 
director of GTO, was a producer for London Weekend Television before 
joining Decca as head of A and R 14 months ago. 
talent. Among the company's 
priorities for this year will be to 
break Dana in America — the singer 
has now fully recovered from her 
throat trouble — and an album from 
Dana is imminent. Heatwave is 
currently recording a new LP and 

Pepper picture disc 

release date set 

Leahy sees further success for Dean 
Friedman — both here and in the 
Slates — and believes that in The 
Dooleys he has one of the strongest 
m.o.r. acts on the circuit. 

Leahy added, "My philosophy of 
a record company is that it is a 
management company that looks 
after peoples' record careers." 

Smith, who joins GTO shortly 
before Midem, found working in A 
and R in a major record company 
frustrating at times because "There 

TO PAGE 4 

from RODNEY BURBECK 
NEW YORK; America's newest 
record company Infinity Records 
has already exceeded one million 
dollars in net billings in the three 
months it has been operating and 
president Ron Alexenburg has now 
finalised plans to launch the label 
internationally. 

Alexenburg flies to Europe later 
this week for spectacular launch 
parties in London and at Midem and 
he told me that the establishment of 
Infinity around the world "will 
means jobs for a lot of people". 

Infinity, backed by MCA Inc., 
already has offices and staff in New 
York, Los Angeles and Toronto and 
is represented in London by Gary 
Davison while MCA Records, 
London, handles international 
licensing. 

And while Alexenburg intends to 
meet all local companies and 
licensees in a series of forays into 
Europe during the next four months, 
he told me that while at Midem "we 
will be open for all sorts of 
conversations". 

A large part of Infinity's success is 
due to a deal he did in London with 
Mickie Most a few days after taking 
up his appointment last year. The 
deal brought him Hot Chocolate for 
North America and an immediate 
Top 20 hit with Everyone's A 
Winner. This success was repeated 
with Dobie Gray's You Can Do It. 

• Full details of Infinity's UK 
launch plans will be in next week's 
Music Week. 

THE LONG-AWAITED and much- 
heralded Sgt Pepper picture disc will 
finally be sold into the dealers from 
next Monday. This is the second sell- 
in for the album; all orders taken 
before Christmas, in anticipation of 
a release date in late November, 
have been cancelled by EMI. 
Production difficulties at the 
German factory where the albums 
are being manufactured have not 
only delayed release to a date 
uncomfortably past the Christmas 
market period, but have meant that 
the number available to the UK 
trade will be much fewer than EMI 
thought it would have. 

Geoff Kempin, international 
product general manager, told MW 
that the first pre-sale on the picture 
disc had been excellent (according to 
unconfirmed reports orders were in 
the region of 100,000), but when it 
became clear that there would be no 

TK opens own London office 
WHILE REMAINING licenced to CBS for the UK and to Columbia Records 
International for the world outside the US, TK Records has decided to set up 
its own office in London. 

This will be what TK regards as a now necessary physical link with the UK 
and the rest of Europe. Phil Holmes, who has been in charge of Ihc label at 
CBS, has been appointed European director of TK Records and leaves CBS 
this week. 

Holmes explained that TK is quite happy to continue as a licensed label of 
CBS, but is looking to expand its sales in Europe — where disco music 
continues to grab a growing share of Ihc market. 

The new London TK office is in business officially from January 15 and one 
of Holmes' first duties will be to attend Midem and meet his contacts from Ihc 
various European CRI offices. 

stocks before Christmas all the 
orders were cancelled. 

"We did not want to leave dealers 
with stock they could not sell 
because the first orders were 
probably big ones, in anticipation of 
big sales during the Christmas rush" 
Kempin explained. 

The major problem at the factory 
is said to be shortage of one of the 
materials needed for these special 
discs — which EMI was apparently 
unable to have manufactured in 
Britain. A small number of early 
copies were delivered, "but there 
were not enough to satisfy everyone, 
so we decided to wait until we had a 
bigger amount." 

EMI hopes to be able to satisfy all 
orders with such supplies as it will be 
able to get, but, Kempin conceded, 
"if rationing needs to be done it will 
be done." 
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Bonnie Tyler's new single: ncii 
Louisiana Rain. PB 5133. Records and Tapes 

Telephone orders: 021-525 3000. 
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RIVA MUSIC has signed ex-Kinks John Gosling and Andy Pyle 10 a five-year worldwide publishing contract and the 
duo's new group is expected to sign a major recording deal shortly. Seen celebrating the publishing pact are, from left, 
John Gosling, Da vino Bui ten (Riva Music), A ndy Pyle, Riva Music director Bill Stonebridge. Gosling/Pyle manager Carl 
Leigh ton Pope and Riva Music general manager Dennis Collopy. 

Get onto Kfts 

love line 

You don't have to be a palm 
reader to predict another 
smash hit for 
KC And The Sunshine Band 
with their great new single 
'Who Do Ya Love! With that 
familiar chartbusting KC 
sound and a tasty picture 
sleeve, it's bound to boogie to 
the top-so get on the line 
and get 'Who Do Ya Love' 
today. 

'WHO DO YA LOVE' from the new album 'Who Do Ya Love' 

f vll** 

Records 

EMI acquires 

Berry Music 

share capital 

range of its background music resources m the shape ot me rve Prowse-Peter Maurice recorded music library. „iiw director 
Berry Music was founded in 1955 by Campbell C°""? ^ nd 

Roy Berry in partnership with the late Reg Connelly. The background 
music sector of its activities is known as the Conro> 
an acronym of Connelly's surname and Berry s 'r^t nar"e- . 

Berry Music achieved a considerable smug of hits, mostly m pre 
rock 'n' roll days, and among them were The Po°r0^a^h: 
Pickin' A Chicken, Arrivederci Roma, More and Meet Me On 
CORoyrBerry told Music Week that the disposal of Berry Music in no 
way affected his continuing connection with Campbell Connelly as a 
director. He disclosed that CC is moving from Denmark Street to 37 
Soho Square at the end of February, taking possession of all mihion 
building, the top three floors of which are being leased to CBS 
Records. 

Order from CBS Order Desk, Tel: 01-960 2155. CBS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 
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FONOGRAF, THE Hungarian "country and eastern" group being released 
here by UA Records and a major component of their country's efforts to make 
an impact internationally on the pop scene. 

Hungary seeks links 

with the west 
BUDAPEST: Country and Eastern is 
the 1979 promotional tag for Editio 
Musica Budapest, the only music 
publishing organisation in Hungary. 
Focal point for its efforts is the 
Hungarian group Fonograf, whose 
single Greyhound and Lonesome 
Once Again is being released in the 
UK by United Artists Records and 
who will star in the Hungarian pop 
gala at Midem on January 23. 

Mem in brief., 
WITH EFFECT from January 1, 
Belwin-Mills is the exclusive agent in 

Which music publication do 
record dealers most enjoy 
reading? 
Music Week .   70% 
Record Business  4% 
Radio and Record 

News  4m 
(Source: NOP Markei 
Research) 

Editio Musica's imernationt 
promotion manager Gabor Knisc 
disclosed thai his company 
anxious to enter [lie internation: 
pop publishing scene and is eager 1 
forge links with music publishers i 
other countries around the world. 

His address is Editio Musk 
Budapest, Vorosmarty tcr !, H-ITi 
Budapest, POB 322, Hungary (tc 
184-228). ' 

the UK and Eire for the Pro At 
cata'ogue fo'iowing an agrceme 
With Alfred A. Kalmus Ltd 

RONDOR MUSIC has obtain 
exclusive UK publi.shir 
rcprcseiualion for Earth Wind At 
eirc, effective immcdiatclv with t 
hands current single September. 

JUDY GRANT, formerly with A i 
Music a"(l UA Music,'has join 

Songs as head of the promo ti 
department, pop division. 
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RECORD company Shadow Records, formed by Barry Murray and 
Harry Simmonds, has signed a three year distribution deal with Select a, the 
first release is due in February. Pictured at the signing arc from right to left, 
Barry Murray, managing director Shadow Records, Andrew Scott, 
Selecta/import and distruhition labels manager and assistant Gary Richards. 

Twist ind Stoist 

oldies store opens 

A PARTNERSHIP formed by 
music business publicist Roger St 
Pierre and the winner of Lightning 
Records' Oldies Champion contest, 
has set up what is probably one of 
the country's most specialist record 
shops. 

Clive Solomon won the Oldies 
championship while at Warwick 
University and later met St. Pierre 
— who is himself very knowledgable 
on the subject. Both had already had 
ideas of starting a business to find, 
sort and sell oldies and record 
collectors' items. 

The shop is called Twist and 
Shout and will open officially in 
Battersea High Road, South West 
London, in the second week of 
January. 

Twist and Shout will offer a mail 
order service to all the DJs on its list 
and to about 400 or so specialist 
record collectors. The records on 
this catalogue will be offered on an 
auction basis. 

Temptation 

Collection 

"Primarily the shop will be a 
service for DJs," St Pierre explains, 
"and because of that we will also 
stock some current disco products 
and imports. 

"But over the years I have 
amassed probably one of the biggest 
personal record collections in the 
country and Clive also has a large 
collection. We are putting some of 
our records into stock. 

"We are also going round buying 
up people's record collections. It is 
sometimes incredible what can be 
found among piles of old records 
which people have stored away in 
attics." 

St Pierre, who will leave the 
running of the shop to Solomon and 
continue to run his own publicity 
company, says that the shop will 
remain very much a specialist 
enterprise. 

"There is no temptation for us to 
branch out and become a more 
general record shop, there's too 
much price cutting on ordinary stock 
to make that viable. We hope to 
build up a large number of regular 
customers and offer them a service, 
which might include getting specific 
current releases for them if they 
want them." 

Requests 

There are also plans to extend the 
shop premises to allow for the 
return of such old-fashioned 
courtesies as provision of listening 
booths and a detailed filing system 
will keep track of all requests which 
could not be fulfilled immediately so 
that when the wanted titles are 
found the customer can be 
contacted. 
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Island compilation album 

mkes a Happy Family 

A RETAIL price of £2.85 
(cassette £3.05) has been set for 
Island's reggae compilation 
album, One Big Happy Family 
(IRSP 1) to be released on 
February 9. 

It features eight tracks by leading 
reggae artists such as Third World, 
Bob Marlcy, Burning Spear and 
Steel Pulse. The Marley track is a 
live version of Exodus while the title 
track is Inner Circle's first for 
Island. 

Marketing and promotion plans 
include 800 sweat shirts featuring the 
sleeve design, 20,000 stickers, 
badges, 250 shop displays and 
advertisements in Black Music, 
Black Echoes, Sounds, Record 
Mirror and Music Week. 

PATR1K FITZGERALD'S nine 
track 12 inch single, Paranoid Ward, 
has been reduced in size to an eight- 
track seven-inch single — with a 
corresponding drop in price from 
£1.99 to 99p. The disc, available on 
Small Wonder Records, was 
originally pressed in a limited edition 
of 5,000 12-inchers. One track had 
to be dropped to maintain quality on 
the smaller disc. Meanwhile 

Fitzgerald is in the studios working 
on his debut album and a new single 
for Polydor. 

DR FEELGOOD release their 
second single Milk and Alcohol (UP 
36468) from the Private Practice LP 
this week. It was written by Nick 
Lowe and John Mayo and produced 
by Richard Gotlehrer. The initial 
50,000 copies come in coloured vinyl 
with 25,000 in white and 25,000 in 
brown to symbolize (he song title, 
Milk and Alcohol. The single comes 
in a picture bag. Before Dr Feelgood 
leave for an American tour in 
February, they undertake a 
nationwide UK radio promotion 
tour. 

THIS WEEK, United Artists 
releases Bobby Womack's I Can 
Understand It c/w Harry Hippie 
(UP 36462) in a 15,000 limited 
edition 12" extended version single 
with special picture bag. Both songs 
were big hits for Womack in 

Pye set for colour 
PYE IS issuing several coloured vinyl singles in the next few wcks. The 
new Real Thing 45, Can You Feel The Force?, will be pressed in red 
vinyl in both seven and 12-inch formats; the track is taken from the 
band's last album which is currently being re-cut and is to be 
launched in February. The single, also available in a coloured bag, is 
being issued because of disco demand. 

Gene Simmonds, a member of the US rock band Kiss, also has a 
single scheduled for release by Casablanca. Called Radioactive, it will 
also be pressed in red vinyl and each picture sleeve will include a 
special face mask. 

The latest Donna Summer single, Heaven Knows, due in early 
February, is taken from the Live And More album and will also be 
available in a special bag. 

Footnote: Film actor Rex Harrison's first ever solo album, 
produced by Norman Newell, is released by Pye this Friday. Called 
His Favourite Songs, it includes his My Fair Lady hit song, I've 
Grown Accustomed To Her Face, as well as Gigi and As Time Goes 
Bv. 

America and arc taken from his 
Understanding album. In March a 
Best Of Bobby Womack LP will be 
released. 

TO TIE-IN with the new London 
Weekend Television series, Dick 
Turpin, EMI is rush-releasing the 
original TV theme by Denis King 
and his orchestra. The TV scries, 
starring Richard O'Sullivan will run 
for 13 weeks. Catalogue number of 
the single is Columbia DB 9061. 

H OR SLIPS' NEW DJM album. 
The Man Who Built America (DJF 
20546) is released on January 19. 
The band plays a British tour 
through February and promotion 
plans for the LP include: national 
window display in over 300 shops, 
radio ads on Capital, Clyde, Forth, 
BRMB, Piccadilly, City and Metro; 
consumer press advertising; full 
pages in MM. NME and Sounds; 
trade press ads. 
THE FIRST 10,000 copies of The 
Wigan Joker (CC 6) by the Allnight 
Band on the Casino Classics label 
will be pressed in yellow vinyl with a 
special sleeve backed with extensive 
ads in the black music press. Release 
date is January 19. 

ILR revenue 
THE REVENUE to Independent 
Local Radio for November 1978 
amounted to £3,526,294, bringing 
the total for the year to date to 
£26,616,814. This compares with a 
figure for the first eleven months of 
1977 of £20,649,265. 

New studio 
SCANDINAVIAN RECORDING 
company Marcus Music AB is 
opening a large studio complex in 
London, situated at 49-53 
Kensington Gardens, London W2. 
Studio manager is Chris Lewis who 
is takinc bookings now on 01-229 
9595. 

Morgan to 

Ensign 

AVAILABLE NOW! ^ 
^ THE FIRST ALBUM BY ^ 
r FRAN & ANNA 
A Great Fun Album by Scotland's International "Girls" of Song 

in 

m 

EL TON JOHN became Ihe lalesl recording artist to have a record press named 
after him at the. Phonodisc factory, when he recently paid a visit there. The 
singer arrived at Wahhamstow by helicopter and met both staff and 
magagement at Ihe plant, before being shown Ihe Elton John press by factory 
manager Vin Gowland. In true Phonodisc fashion, it happened to be pressing 
copies of his hit album, A Single Man. at the time. 

NIGEL MORGAN from 
Phonogram sales-representative to 
product manager, with 
responsibility for the Ensign label. 
Mountain (with the exception of 
Nazareth), American product and 
sharing disco product with disco 
Promotion Manager John Waller. 

Janice Hague, previously at Polydor 
for three-and-a-half years, to EMI 
Records International Repertoire 
Division as press officer, replacing 
Franco Chen who has left to become 
freelance; Ms Hague will report to 
general manager Geoff Kempin . . . 

Michael (Stocksy) Stockton to the 
Florida Music Group to cover 
national promotion, reporting to 
Mike Berry, with additional 
responsibilities for artist 
development . . . Jon Marchant to 
Standard Sound Productions as 
sales executive from Harpers and 
Queen magazine. . . 

Neptune L.P. Cat. No. NB 113 
From: Spartan Record Distribution (01-903 4753), Clyde Factors (Electrical) 
Ltd. (041-221 9844), Solomon & Peres Ltd. (041-429 5155). Scotia 
Distribution (031-557 0029). Lugton & Co. (01-348 9122). 
Unparalleled Word - Of - Mouth Publicity Generated By Radio Clyde, 
Plus January Press Advertising Reaching Approximately Three Million 
Potential Buyers. 
NEPTUNE RECORDS 
42 Kllmarnock Road, Glasgow G41 3NH (041 -632 9269) 

PAGES 
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News in 

brief 
Talking tapes get TV boost 

A TELEVISION campaign for 
£120,000, promoting the Listen 
For Pleasure tape range and a 
national radio and press 
campaign supporting the release 
of eight budget albums 
featuring Motown acts were 
among the New Year plans 

Porter quits 

after WEA 

re-shuffle 
THE RESIGNATION of John 
Porter, WEA national sales 
manager, has followed a move to 
streamline the company's sales force 
management. WEA managing 
director John Fruin emphasises that 
Porter's departure from the 
company is the "unfortunate result" 
of finding that two hitherto separate 
jobs can be done by one person. 

Announcement of Porter's 
resignation has been delayed until 
now so that Fruin could make 
personal efforts to ensure that it was 
understood in the business that the 
situation was no reflection on 
Porter's professional worth. 

"At the beginning of 1978," 
Fruin explained, "we decided to 
structure two sales forces, one 
covering radio stations and dealers 
with high-potential product, the 
other dealing with album and 
campaign records. Both these forces 
were headed by a sales manager. 
This structure has been exceptionally 
successful, as our chart placings, 
specialised marketing efforts and 
catalogue sales have shown. 

"However, we've realised that 
both these operations should be 
controlled by the one manager. 
Therefore, most regretfully, we had 
to terminate the job of national sales 
manager. This position now no 
longer exists and John Porter has 
resigned. The two forces are now 
managed by Mike Heap, who 
commenced with the company as a 
salesman and until recently was the 
sales promotion force manager. 

"John Porter's resignation is in 
absolutely no way a reflection on his 
ability or experience. I consider him 
to be one of the best sales managers I 
have worked with and all of us at 
WEA wish him every possible 
success in his future career." 

unveiled at a Music For Pleasure 
sales conference last Friday. 

The Motown promotion will go 
under the banner, Magical Motown 
Music Machine, and will utilise 
radio advertising on Piccadilly and 
Plymouth Sound from March 5, as 
well as national press and magazine 

advertising. The eight albums 
feature, among others, the Four 
Tops, Gladys Knight and The Pips, 
Stevie Wonder, Jackson 5, 
Tempiations, Supremes, Smokey 
Robinson and Marvin Gave. 
Retailing price will bc£l .49. 

Additional promotion will include 

A 

TERR Y OA TES has signed his new act Men Only to EMI International. Men 
Only's first single, Paradise, is released this week. Pictured at (he signing are: 
sitting (left to right) Richard Thomas, Martin Lawrence (both of Men Only), 
Alan Kaupe (managing director EMI LRD). Standing: Gary Farrow 
(promotion), Bernadette Kilmartin (public relations officer), Robby Dennis 
(label manager), Jimmy Kaleth (Men Only), Terry Gates (Eaton Music), Frank 
Farrell (Men Only), Julian Moore (marketing manager) and Colin Burn 
(General manager). 

Malcolm Jones to 

CBS Int'l A&R 
FOLLOWING THE recent re-organisation of the CBS/Epic marketing press 
and promotion departments, there has been a re-structuring of the 
international A and R department. 

Malcolm Jones has been appointed to the position of International A and R 
manager. At the same time, two members of the department are given new 
responsibilities. Malcolm Eade becomes international repertoire manager for 
Epic and Associated Labels, while Hugh Attwooll becomes international 
repertoire manager— CBS label. Both report to Jones. 

Commented Peter Robinson, CBS international A and R director "We feel 
that this clearer definition of responsibilities by label will have similar benefits 
to those anticipated by the company's marketing department changes." 

Jones began his career at EMI, where he launched the Harvest label, moving 
to Essex Music to run the Fly Records label. After five years at Polydor as US 
repertbire manager, he joined Rondor Music. He has also been researching and 
compiling, with John Beecher, a six-record Buddy Holly set for forthcoming 
MCA release. 

Added Robinson: "The addition of Malcolm, whose repertoire knowledge is 
respected throughout the industry, will greatly strengthen our A and R team." 

• Australian John Bcgg has been appointed to the newly created position of 
operations manager at CBS, after five years at Phonodisc, latterly as 
commercial manager. At CBS he will be responsible for new release product 
control and order service functions. He will report to Norman Stollman. 

window displays, posters, browsers 
cards, dumpbins and spin headers. 

The Listen For Pleasure TV 
campaign will run in the Trident ana 
ATV areas, starting from February 
26 and continuing for a period of 
five/six weeks. Point-of-sale 
material, including posters and 
leaflets, will be available to dealers 
and there will also be window 
displays. In addition, s-o-r facilities 
will be offered. 

The television promotion follows 
an earlier one for LFP, which ran 
for five weeks in the Granada area. 
LFP marketing manager John Smith 
commented: "Our expectations 
when we advertised in Granada were 
easily exceeded and from this 
experience we have learnt a great 
deal to make this latest TV venture 
even more successful still." 

Sales and marketing director for 
Music For Pleasure, Ted Harris 
said: "We are very excited about the 
Motown promotion — never before 
have we had product as strong as 
this. The deal was made with 
Motown, when the company re- 
negotiated its agreement with EMI, 
and negotiations for these particular 
recordings have taken place over a 
long period of time." 

• It was also announced at the 
conference that a new marketing 
manager had been appointed for 
Classics For Pleasure — he is Simon 
Foster who joined MFP as a 
salesman two years ago, having 
previously been the classical buyer at 
Rare Records in Manchester. Harris 
added: "His appointment is pan of 
our plan for even greater inroads 
into the classical music budget 
market." 

Bronze signs 

Bernie Paul 
BRONZE RECORDS has signed 
Ariola (Germany) Records' Bernie 
Paul to a UK recording agreement. 
Although unknown in this country, 
Bernie Paul has achieved 
considerable success both as artist 
and producer in Europe. He was a 
member of Family Child, best 
known for their big European hit 
single, He, and has recently 
produced Rosanne Cash's debut 
album for Ariola. With the licensing 
agreement between Bronze and 
Ariola reversed, Bronze has released 
Paul's British debut single, Lucky, a 
recent Top 10 hit in Germany. 

Jet field 

men named 
JET RECORDS has appomied two 
field promotion men. Ian Gurney 
will work in Scotland and the North 
East and Pete Winkelman will look 
after the Midlands and North West 
England. Gurney was marketing 
manager at Bell from 1974-5 and 
general manager at Elektra/Asylum 
from 1975-77, he spent some lime in 
the States before joining Jet. 
Winkelman worked for EMI LRD 
for six months as a singles sales and 
promotion man in the Midlands. 
Both will be responsible to Adrian 
Williams, head of Jet promotions 
and sales manager Ray Cooper. 

Elton dates 
ELTON JOHN is to go on the road 
again Iwo years after he announced 
his retirement from playing live 
shows. The lour, which will feature 
Elton John and percussionist Ray 
Cooper only, starts in Stockholm on 
February 5 and ends April 26 in 
Manchester. The UK dates include a 
week at London's Drury Lane 
Theatre Royal. The lour is being 
promoted by Harvey Goldsmith. 

Smith quits 

Decca 
FROM PAGE 1 
was no crossover between 
departments. People are nervous 
that you might be trying to edge into 
their patch. Here I shall be involved 
in all aspects of the company. I shall 
have more freedom. With fewer acts 
to work with I shall be able to give 
them all more time — at Decca there 
were so many artists." 

But Smith, despite his reservations 
about working within a big 
company, feels his year at Decca was 
successful, singling out Spooky, The 
Late Show and the new upcoming 
John Miles album as winners. 

Concluding, Leahy said: "Mike's 
appointment can only mean that we 
shall become a stronger company 
and that's better for all of us. 

Later this year, GTO will be 
moving to new premises in Soho 
Square— near to CBS. 

o Mike Smith's assistant at Decca, 
Jacqui Cambria will be moving with 
him to GTO. 
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Make it your New Year resolution to stock up with these 7 Salsoul 

and Fantasy disco singles. 

Still high in the charts is Sylvester's "Dance (Disco Heat) - 

FTC 163 and 12 FTC 163. 

And for release in January. 

DAMON HARRIS 
"IT'S MUSIC" 

12 FTC 165 FTC 165 
(released 5th JAN) 

DAVID SIMMONS 

"WILL THEY MISS ME" 
12 FTC 166 FTC 166 

(released 12th JAN) 

For release 9th Feb 

PARADISE EXPRESS 

"DANCE" 
12x FTC 167 

INSTANT FUNK 
"GOT MY MIND 

MADE UP" 
12 SSOL114 SSOL114 
(released 12th JAN) 

FIRST CHOICE 
"HOLD YOUR HORSES" 

SSOL115 
(released 26th JAN) 

For release 9th Feb 

GAZ 

"SING SING" 
12x SSOL 116 

e 

ORDER NOW 

mi Fantasy 

Lrcr-wd(fcpertwcD.^vc-n EMI R.^JsUJ 9 InajwSi, Lcnj.>nW i OJ DiJi'bui.on. I 3 U.I* ojo IW 4611 &3489811 

PAGE 5 



MUSIC WEEK, JANUARY 13, 1979 

Q D 

Good sales end 

Argentine year 

From JUAN SAMOVAR 
BUENOS AIRES; Although 1978 
has not been a very good year, the 
record companies are expecting 
good sales results this Christmas 
season, and one of the majors 
reports the fulfilmcni of a £2 million 
target for its year end campaign 
covering November and December. 

Due to the decreasing value of the 
American dollar, the Argentine 
market has "grown" this year from 
about £2 million per month to £3 
million, but sales in terms of units 

MURRAY 

ALBUMS 
TORONTO: Anne Murray, 
currently hit parading with You 
Needed Me, has been recording 
two rlbums under the auspices 
of her Balraur production 
company here at the Eastern 
Sound studios produced by Jim 
Ed Norman. She also laid 
down some (racks for use in her 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation TV special which 
was filmed on location in 
Jamaica. 

Other recent Eastern Sound 
sessions have included vocalist 
Cathy Stewart produced for 
Leeds Music by Harry Hinde, 
an A&M album by Malcolm 
Tomlinson produced by John 
Anthony, and Murray 
McLaughlan completing his LP 
for True North which he is also 
producing. 

have dwindled from around one 
million albums per month to 
between 500,000 to 800.000. In spite 
of this overall slump, hit records 
have been fairing well. Daniel Magal 
reached a 450,000 seller in the first 
part of the year, and figures between 
100,000 and 200,000 albums sold of 
one release are not infrequent. 

The biggest bets for December are 
the new albums by Julio Iglesias and 
Roberto Carlos on CBS, and 
compilation albums on RCA, 
Microfon, Sicamericana and EM1- 
Odeon. Phonogram is relying on the 
Saturday Night Fever and Grease 
RSO albums which still have plenty 
of steam and the new LP by local 
singer Sergio Denis, who recently 
lopped the singles chart. 

Another bright spot on the market 
scene was the visit by Italian TV star 
Raffaella Carra, already known here 
through video tapes from her 
country and Spain. Her ability to 
pack the Luna Park Stadium to 
capacity was also reflected at the 
record stores, with CBS selling more 
than £50,000 worth of her various 
albums and singles in two weeks and 
winning chart ratings with her Hay 
Que Vcnir A1 Sur single and En 
Castellano LP. 

Other visitors here or due shortly 
are Ray Charles, Gal Costa from 
Brazil, Spanish artists Juan Bau and 
Lola Flores, Brazilian jazz-rock star 
Gilberto Gil and Julio Iglesias from 
Spain. Liza Minnelli is also 
expected in February as part of a 
South American trip including 
Brazil. 

r 

HAMBURG: Anthony Ventura (extreme right) received gold awards for over a 
million sales of his Dream Music orchestral LP promoted here on TV by K-tel 
and also being released in the UK, and for his Silent Night, Holy Night 
Christmas LP and the Melodies der Welt album. Ventura, alias former Randy 
Pie Keyboardist (Rechtsanwall), Werner Becker is seen with, from left, H. 
Leipnitz (Rcchtsanwalr), K-tel managing director J. Boldt, Hans Baum (RCA), 
Ventura producer R. Streit, K-tel marketing director F. Pietsch, and E. If. 
Tcske (RCA special projects). 

MfP Belgium reports 

good 8-track sales 
BRUSSELS: Music For Pleasure in 
Belgium, with around a million 
album sales annually, is the only 
company here still selling 8-(rack 
cartridge and reports (hat, despite 
general apathy towards the 
configuration, sales figures are still 
climbing. 

"But while basic interest in 8- 
track remains, our main business is 
in the budget album market. Some 
30 gold discs are due to our artists 
already," says Marcel Heymans, 
MFP chief. 

NEW WAVE CHART 

1 1 91 MEK0NS Where Were You 
2 [ 7) ELECTRIC CHAIRS Blatantly Offenzive 
3 [ 11 FALL New Thing 
4 [ 4] STIFF LITTLE FINGERS Alternative Ulster 
5 [ 5] STIFF LITTLE FINGERS Suspect Device 
6 I 3] SHAM 69 1 Don't Wanna 
7 [11] ALTERNATIVE TV Lite/Love Lies Limp 
8 [12] ALTERNATIVE TV Action Time Vision 
3 [*] KLEENEX Ain't You 

10 [10) SUBWAY SECT Ambition 
11 1*1 BIG IN JAPAN From Y to Z 
12 [ 21 JERKS Cool 
13 [14] PRAG VEC Existential 
14 [ 8) EATER What She Wants, She Needs 
15 [IS] SPIZZ OIL 6000 Crazy 
16 [16] ANGELIC UPSTARTS Murder Of Liddle Towers 
17 [17] UK SUBS CID 
18 [ 6] PURE HELL These Boots 
19 [13] THOMAS LEER Private Plane 
20 [19! TENNIS SHOES Medium Wave 
21 [24] BOOTS & BRACES Right To Work 
22 [28] NAILS Back St. Boys 
23 [30] CABARET VOLTAIRE Talkover 
24 [*l VICECREEMS Won't You Be My Girl 
25 [20] B0GART The Reebaneeba 
26 [21] USERS Kicks In Style 
27 [25] FASHION Steady Eddie Steady 
26 [22] CANNIBALS Nadine 
29 [27] R0T0VAT0RS Meat 
30 [181 KARLTERRY& CRUISERS Haunted House 

TITS 
PASSAGE 
SPHERICAL OBJECTS 

We're So Glad Elvis Is Dead 
Love Story 

Seventies Romance 

LIGHTNING RECORDS 841 Harrow Road London NW10 5NIT 
Tel: 01-969 7155 Telex: 927183 LARREC Orders: 01-969 8344 

The Joe Loss Plays Glenn Miller 
package hit a 65,000 sales mark and 
Geoff Love's UK-produced Western 
Hits album sold similarly, with his 
Star Wars set also a big seller. 
Product from Grease heads the 1979 
promotion push. 

In 1977, Belgian MFP handled a 
promotion campaign on three 
double albums, two classical and 
one contemporary, linked with 
double-play cassettes. Result was an 
unprecedented 45,000 double-LP 
sale and 20,000 on the double- 
cassette, at a low price of around £3. 

Now a reissue of that product is 
linked with six new classical and two 
new pop double-LP packages at the 
same price. 

A new-style presentation pack for 
MFP cassettes means a one-to-one 
album-cassette ratio now, instead of 
the previous four-to-one in favour 
of disks. 

EDITED 
by 

NIGEL HUNTER 

RADIO 

EUROPE 

SPECIAL 

FOR MIDEM 
From GERARD WOOG 

PARIS: Among ihc Midem activities 
later Ihis month will be a Radio 
Europe 1 concert featuring top 
French and international artists. 
One of the presentations to be made 
by the station is an award to Bonnie 
Tyler for the best foreign song in 
France, It's A Heartache. Bonnie 
will be visiting here to promote her 
new single My Guns Are Loaded 

The 25-year association between 
Vogue and Pye has been renewed 
again on a long-term basis ... the 
Beatles film Help was screened on 
TV here on Boxing Day in the 
prestigious series Les Dossiers de 
L'Ecran, which has recently 
featured documentaries on French 
president Valery Giscard d'Estaing 
and ex-American president Richard 
Nixon . . . Paul Sanloni has left 
Barclay to promote Patrick Juvel 
. . . Polydor releasing the next 
Vangelis album and Ian Matthews' 
Stealing Home LP. 

Little Bob Story Band, selling well 
here, is planning some UK concerts 
. . . little-known artist Richard 
Clayderman had a single Ballade 
Pour Adeline released here early last 
year by AZ Records, which meant 
nothing at the time but is now a hit 
in Germany following its inclusion 
in a film and is also a Spanish hit 
. . . Intersong has obtained cover 
versions by top French star Dave on 
Chris Rea's Fool (If You Think It's 
Over) and Chris dc Burgh's In A 
Country Churchyard . . . RCA 
artist Mama Bea Tekelski won best 
record of the year award in Italy for 
her album For A Baby Robot. 

[ Which music publication 
| carries the most relevant 

information for dealers' 
work? 
Music Week   80% 
Record Business. . 
Radio and Record 
News  .....4% 

(Source: NOP Market 
Research) 
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MEET US THERE {SEE ARROW* ) 

STAW P.231-SECOND FLOOR 
our product: 
famous dutch pressing moulds 
superb magnetic tapes 
excellent quality C-0 + box 
VHS-Betamax-VCR Video Cassettes pva granules and powder 
automatic record pressing plants 
inner sleeves .. . and much more 
Ask for* 
CHRIS VAN DELFT _ CHAIRMAN 
RONVANDENBEUKEL-MANAGER 

^£^£tH6a9ndew0nferueming b v' - Holland ^rotestraat 69 - Waalwiik P.O. Box 36 
Telex 35040 Telephone 04160 - 32581 
international traders and suoolier-. m 
- paper - graphic - plastic industries C ~ Sll0e lea'herS°°' 
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THE ALBUM 

BARRY WHITETHE MAN 

THE SINGLE A12"45cp.m.limitededitionsingle 

in full colour bag and special 'Barry White'Vinyl 

'JUST THE WAY YOU ARE 

c/w YourSweetness Is My Weakness 

7"BTC 238012"BTCL 2380 

RECORDS KICCW 
Orders To: Pye Records (Sales) Ltd., 132 Western Road, 
Mitcham, Surrey CR4 BUT. Telephone: 01-640 3344. 

BT571 
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4,WHAT HAPPENS aficr 
Chrisimas?" asked Glenda halfway 
through a Christmas doughnut 
thoughtfully provided by the 
proprietor. 

*• Everyone knows what happens 
after Christmas," I said. "People 
bring back the records, tapes, 
accessories, etc. thoughtfully 
purchased by well-meaning 
relations, on the grounds that they 
don't want them, can't play them, 
and would prefer the cash any day." 

"And do you give the cash back 
for the records, tapes and 
accessories ... ?" Glenda is not 
merely the most gorgeous member 
of the store staff, but the most 
innocent. 

I've a feeling that my first job in 
the New Year will be that of telling 
her the Facts of Life, i.e. about the 
Record Business. W. C. Fields could 
have made a fortune as a retail staff 
trainer; "You say it's a faulty record 
. . . well, well . . ." (the wily old 
bird peers at the surface, one eye 
closed, the other distinctly glassy). 
"Have you taken your radiogram 
into the Mojave Desert . . . no? 
What a pity. I'd say that's the best 
place for it." 

When just a few Christmas-tides 
ago, I was holding forth in a record 
department within a very posh 
department store, 1 was much dis- 
comnockerated by a colleague in 
the adjoining hi-fi den. who, 
borrowing a Clive Dunn LP, would 
put on a track including a loud 
explosion. This had to do, as far as I 
can recall, with a song about Dad's 
Army, the audio explosion being 
integral to appreciation of the lyric 
or whatever.  
f EDITED BY 
I TERRI ANDERSON J 

Ready for 

gift returns? 

SHOP 

TALK 

by 

Dave Lazell 

Customers dropped carrier bags, 
purses, false teeth, and other 
personal belongings in great alarm; 
the experience did me little good 
either. Our hi-fi Guy Fawkes found 
the whole business quite hilarious, 
and it was really amazing just how 
much wear that track had ... it was 
a Music for Pleasure record, by the 
way, and great tribute to the wear 
qualities of those budget discs. I 
have been relieved at its absence 
from these parts over the Yule, 
though it would be most pleasant to 
see the disc back again by next 
Christmas ... I'm taking the 
Vitamin and Nerve Tonic regularly 
now. 

The store in which I worked, by 
the way, was just a few yards along 
the road from one on the receiving 
end of a bomb ... so you will 
understand my slight anxiety state. 
A young fellow came into that store, 
carrying a heavy suitcase and asked 
if he could leave it in my charge 

while he "looked around". "No 
fear," I said gallantly. 

However, one of the young ladies 
on the staff apologised for my 
unhelpful tones and said that she 
would look after the suitcase — and 
put it in our display cupboard. 

I wonder if my old store is still 
permitting young men to leave their 
weighty suitcases "as a favour". On 
the other hand, the people who look 
the most suspicious are often the 
most honest — record company reps 
being an example. And record reps 
are honest men, except when it 
comes to talking about the prospects 
for their latest batch of singles, e.g. 
"This one is absolutely certain to get 
into the Top Five." 

When you refer to that totally 
obscure disc left on the shelves some 
weeks later, he says cheerily, "I 
meant the Top Five in my Aunt 
Maud's Musical Soirees. She thinks 
that the record is wonderful." Most 
record reps have such convenient 
aunts, and even more convenient 
bad memories. 

One or two customers have 
remarked to me that coloured vinyl 
is all very well, but it doesn't show 
the dust up as well as black, and thus 
they cannot see if the record needs a 
quick flick of the duster. I'm not 
sure if this is the case, and must 
admit I have done no good to my 
eyesight in squinting at records. 
Customers have funny ideas about 
cleaning records — I had one chap, 
who after many complaints about 
the LPs I sold him, mentioned that 
he gave them a generous squirt with 
a well-known liquid detergent. If 
you tell a customer that he/she 
should always clean the LP before 
(and after) playing it, you receive 
ghastly gasps: "I thought that once 
every six months was enough." 

V 
f 

A BRITISH-designed expandable record storage system is soon io be launched 
by Met osound Audio Products. It is made of anodtsed alum,mum. and mil 
, , "uZ nr , Pc un to 60 The design is aimed a, supporting the 
record'^upri'ght but without excessive pressure, so reducing the possibility of 
warping and other damage which bad storage at home can cause. The RRP m 
the UK is £7.99. 

Trade warning on 

tax form trickster 
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FIRST 10,000 AVAILABLE IN PICTURE BAG 

THE NATIONAL Chamber of 
Trade has circulated a warning 
about a fraud which has been taking 
in many retailers of different kinds 
currently. This involves the offer of 
payment for fairly small purchases 
by a man looking in his mid-thirties, 
about six feet tall, of thin build and 
with brown hair — who presents a 
bogus Inland Revenue Order and 
asks for the balance in cash. The 
NCT advises any retailer who is 
suspicious when offered payment in 
such a way to try rubbing the 
lettering on the paper to see if it 
comes off; this particular trickster 
seems to be making his own with 
Letraset. The orders are usually in 
the name of Terence C. Jack or 
Jackson, and made out for the sum 
of £49.70. 

WITH THE crime of shoplifting 
very much on the increase (record 
retailers knowing to their cost that 
there is nothing which escapes the 
lifters' attention, including empty 

sleeves from browsers — they want 
the picture for hanging on the wall 
— and of course the empty cassette 
cases and inlay cards so essential to 
the efficient home tapers). Baroness 
Phillips, director of the Association 
for the Prevention of Theft in Shops 
is appealing for pledges of financial 
support for the organisation. 

The association started in 1976, 
with support from only 60 retailers, 
and it claims good progress since 
then in bringing this particular crime 
to the notice of magistrates, police, 
local authorities, schools and the 
Government. It believes there is 
considerable scope for widening its 
influence, and is asking retailers who 
want to help to write offering 
support in a particular sum — which 
could be as low as £25 — each year. 
The association is looking for 
pledges at the moment, not cash or 
cheques. 

It can be contacted by writing to 
Baroness Phillips, or Mr. Colin 
Paterson at APTS, 19 Buckingham 
Gate, London SWI 6LB. 

ORDER NOW from your UA Salesman or EMI Records Distfibulujn Cent"? Tel, (Otj 789 4532/4611 A 640 9811 
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SPECIAL ATTENTION 
INTERNATIONAL PRODUCERS AND PUBLISHERS! 

If you are looking for a good, dynamic and effective partn 
in Switzerland conta 

METRONOME RECORDS A 
EDITION MUSIKPRODUKTIONE 

an independent, reliable and prominent Swiss Compar 

MIDEM-address, 19th to 23rd January 1979 
Juerg Zehnder, Hotel Martinez, Cannes 

Todistrasse 68 
Sfy CH-8810 Horgen 1 

fl fl 1 1 Switzerland l—ll—IL-T^gP' Telephone 01-725 36 83 
Telex 52941 

SPECIAL ATTENTION 
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Let's Keep It 1 
JL EST11743 
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featuring her beautiful American number 1 single 

You Needed Me 
CL 16011 

Now on Radio One Featured 40 
ON CAPITOL RECORDS & TAPES 

by EKI Rrtordl (UK). 10 Hinchnltr Sqgarc,London WIA ICS. Sll« and Di.lfibulion Centre, 1-1 Ujhridj, Bo,d. Hajti, MidalMu. Ttl:(0t) 7S»4531^4411 & MS 9S1 i 
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