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Virgin moves 

further away 

from BRP 
VIRGIN'S TOTAL restructuring 
of prices has presented a further 
blow to the concept of RRP. 

From April 1 the company is 
reducing prices of all albums 
with the effect of cutting dealer 
margins to 30 per cent. A 
concession to dealers, however, 
is the introduction of a five per 
cent returns scheme on all 
product, falling into line with 
distributor CBS. 

The standard album price will 
fall from £5.49 to £5.25. 
Explaining the move, Virgin 
managing director Simon Draper 
says: "Discounting has over the 
last 10 years steadily become so 
prevalent it has completely 
devalued the concept of RRP. 

"We intend to emphasise more 
and more the wholesale price to 
dealers and introduce special 
discounts on (hat wholesale price 
on an album to album basis. We 
will also be offering price 
reductions and special 
incentives." 

The sales force has also been 
expanded and Virgin aims to 
improve its service to dealers by 
modifications to (he calling 
cycle, plus an increase in the 
amount of car stock carried by 
the sales team. All reps will now 
carry current singles and albums. 
Four new reps — David Stewart 
and Leslie Malloy have already 
been named — have been added 
to the sales team. 

Live promoters 

give recession 

the slip 

ROCK AND Roll is into its 26th 
year and still going strong. In a 
special revival music supplement 
Music Week looks at the scene 
past and present with emphasis 
on the latest re-releases and 
catalogue availability. See pages 
35-39. 

THE RECORD industry may be in 
the doldrums, but as far as Britain's 
concert promoters are concerned, 
business has never been better. 

Top promoters are all unanimous 
in this view: the public are prepared 
still to pay their money at the box 
office, provided it is the right act 
and at the right price. 

Despite the downturn in record 
sales, top international and UK acts 
will be turning out in force during 
the next few months. And among 
those scheduled to tour so far are 
Mike Oldfield, lOcc, Judie Tzuke, 
New Musik, Peter Skellcrn, Dean 
Friedman, Gerard Kenny, Steve 
Forben, Jack Jones, Helen Reddy, 
Johnny Mathis, Max Boyce, Doctor 
Hook, Sad Cafe, Jack Jones, 
Frankie Valli and After The Fire. 

Also confirmed for UK dates are 
Frank Sinatra at the Royal Festival 
Hall in September, while the Beach 
Boys are expected to play several 
dates during summer. 

Ric Dixon of Kennedy Street 
Enterprises in Manchester summed 
up the general altitude of promoters: 
"Business is buoyant, as good as it 
has ever been. The recession which is 
currently being experienced by the 
record industry certainly hasn't 
reached the concert platform as yet. 

"A lot of the problems with the 
record industry have been caused by 
bad staffing and over-manning, but 
that has not really happened in the 
concert promotion business. People 
still like to go out and see live 
shows. However, there are certain 
problems that we arc facing, of 
which the most important is VAT on 
the prices of tickets. At the momem, 

it is absolutely crippling." 
Andrew Miller, who in 

partnership with Noel D'Abo will be 
presenting such names as Mike 
Oldfield. Judie Tzuke, Gerard 
Kenny and Peter Skellern, came 
straight to the point; "If the ac( and 
the price of the tickets are right, then 
the halls will be full." 

Louis Benjamin, head of the Moss 
Empire circuit, which includes the 
London Palladium, comments: "It 
really is all down to booking the 
artists that the public want. For 
instance, I know that with someone 
like Bette Midler we could charge up 
to £25 a seat and still fill the 
Palladium to capacity for three 
weeks — yet with others you could 
charge only 50p and the bookings 
would be disastrous. Lack of quality 
is part of the disease currently 
afflicting the music industry, and it 
is important to give the public what 
r/tey want." 

Jack Barry, head of the Marquee 
Organisation which includes the 
famous Wardour Street club: "The 
scene is very healthy at the moment 
and there is no reason why it 
shouldn't remain that way. The 
reason for our continued success is 
that we have stuck with our original 
policy, which is not to jump on the 
latest musical bandwagon but to 
present music of quality and' of a 
high standard. It is wrong to look 
for just commercial gain." 

A spokesman for another of 
London's top pop and rock venues, 
The Venue in Victoria, says; "Ours 
Has been quite a success story but if 
you gel the right acts then the public 
will come." 

OimpiffiWin in! e®ynt er felt sirs 

BPI PROBES into the activities of a 
UK company importing counterfeit 
cassettes from the US resulted in a 
High Court action against a 
wholesaler and a retailer last week. 

Information received led to writs 
being issued against Warrens 
Records, of Hollen Street, London 
W.l. (wholesaler) and Simons Sales 
Stores, of Ripple Road, Barking 
(retailer and wholesaler). Because 
the BPI is not itself a copyright 
holder, the plaintiffs named in the 
writs were the 20 record companies 
whose copyrights were infringed. 

These tapes, which were described 
as being of poor sound quality but 
well packaged, with inlay cards 
which would easily pass for 
legitimate ones — were of nine titles: 
Paul Simon's Greatest Hits; Abba 
The Album; Saturday Night Fever; 
Carpenters' Passage; Rod Stewart's 
Footloose and Fancy Free; 

Flectwood Mac's Rumours; Linda 
Ronstadt's Simple Dreams; Queen's 
News of the World and Elton John's 
Greatest Hits Vol. 2. 

At the High Court last Wednesday 
Mr. Justice Fox granted perpetual 
injunctions against Warrens and 
Simons restraining them from 
infringing copyright in sound 
recordings; from infringing 
copyright in packaging; from 
passing off tapes not of, or 
connected with, the plaintiff; and 
infringing various trade marks. 

He also made an order for costs 
against the defendants, who are to 
surrender the counterfeit material, 
to submit to an inquiry as to 
damages, and to disclose customers' 
and suppliers' names. 

All these orders were, however, 
suspended for seven days (until 
today, Wednesday) to allow 
Warrens and Simons to enter a 

defence if they wish. If the defence is 
entered the orders remain suspended 
until full trial of the action, which 
would be several months from now. 
If not, the orders will come into 
effect. 
o On the same day, also before Mr 
Justice Fox, the case against one of 
the defendants in the BPI Anti- 
Piracy Operation Moonbeam action 
was concluded. Leslie Smith, of 
Washway Road, Sale, Cheshire; and 
his company Paramount Book 
Exchange of Withy Grove, 
Manchester, consented to a High 
Court order banning (hem from 
selling bootleg recordings. Among 
the recordings named as being sold 
in the Manchester book shop were 
bootlegs of David Bowie, 
Buzzcocks, Dylan and Siouxsie and 
the Banshees. The defendants also 
agreed to pay damages of £775 and 
costs which are yet to be determined. 
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DECCA RECORDS' New Maiden factory held a wake last Wednesday when 
Lady Lewis and commercial director William Towns ley presented employees 
with over 30years' service with silver discs. And pictured above is Mr Stanley 
Foster, who has been with the company for 40 years. "It is a sad end, " said 
Townsley, "And I wasn't looking forward to it. But there was no bitterness 
and it was wonderful that Lady Lewis came along to it. I felt part of a team — 
it was like a family affair. " For full story see Diary page 46. 

Chrysalis stars to 

appear on Pickwick 

CHRYSALIS RECORDS and Pickwick International have signed a long-term 
deal which provides for a substantial amount of Chrysalis back catalogue to be 
made available to Pickwick for issue on its budget label. The agreement was 
signed last week and (he first releases are expected to be issued on May 1. 

Artists available to Pickwick include Leo Sayer, Ten Years After, Mary 
O'Hara and others, and compilation albums envisaged will include tracks by 
most Chrysalis artists, including Blondie. 

Chrysalis managing director Doug D'Arcy comments: "Because we don't 
have a huge back catalogue to draw on, we haven't found it worthwhile to 
form our own budget label. The agreement with Pickwick is ideal, as its 
expertise in the budget field will give added promotion to our artists and 
develop the catalogue as well." 

Monty Lewis, managing director of Pickwick, states: "We are particularly 
delighted with this agreement since Chrysalis product is so important to 
Pickwick's new look for the Eighties which is to major on contemporary 
music." 
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DURING THE second week 
of March, Motown is 
starting an extensive singles 
campaign which will involve 
30 catalogue items on the 
Tamla Motown label. The 
campaign covers all the 
classic Tamla singles, still in 
demand, but possibly not 
known to be still available. 

The campaign also coincides with 
the second publication of the 
Motown catalogue which "will be 
one hundred per cent accurate and 
which will in future be sent to 
dealers at least every three months." 

Advertising will run for six weeks 
in the music press and there will be 
dealer mail shots. 

The singles campaign will be 
followed by the late spring release of 
a special singles re-issue set as pan 

Wynd Up 

signs deal 

with Topic 
TOPIC RECORDS, long 
established folk label, has placed its 
distribution with Manchester-based 
Wynd-Up Records. Formerly 
distributed by Sclccta, Topic now 
has nearly 300 albums in its 
catalogue. Also moving to Wynd-Up 
is String, Topic's affiliated label 
which specialises in American folk 
and country material. Latest releases 
from Topic arc the Boys Of The 
Lough's Regrouped and June Tabor 
with Martin Simpson, A Cut Above. 

Marketing 

of Motown's 20th Anniversary 
celebrations. Singles involved in the 
first campaign include This Old 
Heart Of Mine by the Isley Brothers, 
Walk Away Renee by the Four 
Tops, Heatwave by Martha Reeves 
and The Vandellas and There's A 
Ghost In My House by R. Dean 
Taylor. 

On April 3, Motown is to issue a 
12" single featuring a hit medley by 
Diana Ross and the Supremes. And 
following the success of 20 Mod 
Classics, released last November, 
Motown issues the second volume of 
this series on April 11. 
PURPLE HEARTS release their 
debut Fiction album. Beat That, on 
March 14. Polydor will be backing 
the release with advertising in the 
consumer music press, posters and 
badges. 
SPECIAL IN-store display units arc 
being distributed by EMI for the 
Cockney Rejects debut album. 
Greatest Hits Volume I, Released on 
March 7, there will also be ads in the 
music press and a poster campaign. 
WITH THE return of the Saturday 
night TV series. Talcs Of The 
Unexpected, RK Records is re- 
promoting the theme music by The 
Ron Graincr Orchestra (RK i021). 
Available through Pye, the single 

will be mentioned at the end of each 
programme. 
BLACKBEARD (Dennis Bovcll), 
lop reggae producer has an album, 1 
Wah Dub (RDC 2002) out on the 
More Cut label through EMI. It is 
being backed with extensive music 
press advertising posters and in-store 
display material. A limited edition is 
available at RRP£3.99. 
POLYDOR RELEASES the 
soundtrack album of American 
Gigalo on March 7, catalogue No 
2391 447. The LP contains a full 
length version of Blondie's Stateside 
hit, Call Me, which is receiving 
heavy import action. Polydor will 
release a single, Love & Passion, 
from the album. It features Cheryl 
Barnes and Giorgio Morodcr who 
produced the album. Polydor will be 
pegging their music press advertising 
on (he Blondie and Cheryl Barnes 
tracks. 
AMERICAN "PUNKABILLY" 
band The Cramps release their debut 
album on Illegal Records on March 
7. Released through Faulty Products 
the album coincides with a 12-daie 
British tour and follows their 
Gravest Hits EP released last year, 
VIRGIN IS backing the first single 
from The Motors for 18 months to 
the tune of a trade and consumer 
press ad campaign backed by 
London Underground posters and 
national flyposling. Promotional 
backup for the disc — Love And 
Loneliness — includes 500 T-shirts 
and 500 metal badges. An album, 
Tenement Steps, is set for March 21 
release. 

The next release on Virgin from 
The Mekons, set for March 7, is a 
specially packaged pair of singles. 

JOHN SHERRY and Leonard 
Richenberg have formed a record 
and publishing company — Valiant 
Records and Music — and have 
assigned the UK distribution rights 
to Pinnacle. 

Initial releases from the South 
West London based company are 
from Geneva and Terry Tonik. The 
Geneva single, Two Minutes Thirty, 
is produced by Rod Lynton who is 
responsible for A&R, marketing and 
promotion for Valiant. 

The Tern- Tonik single, Just A 

Little Mod, will appear on Valiant's 
sister label, Posh, which is also 
distributed through Pinnacle. A 16 
page fanzine written by Tonik and 
covering the original Mod era will be 
marketed to promote the record as 
well as being retailed in its own 
right. 

Valiant is also releasing a self- 
titled single by heavy metal band 
Sledgehammer on March 7. 
Previously the single was sold at the 
band's gigs and Valiant reports it 
has notched up sales of more than 
2,000 in this way. 
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SUPPORTING MAX BOYCE 

10 BRIGHTON DOME. 
11 BRIGHTON DOME. 
12 CANTERBURY. 
13 IPSWICH GAUMONT. 
14 IPSW.CH GAUMONT. 
15 CAMBRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE. 
19 BOURNEMOUTH. 
20 CRAWLEY LEISURE CENTRE. 
22 GUERNSEY. 
24 JERSEY FORT REGENT. 
28 ST. ALBANS CITY HALL. 
29 WOLVERHAMPTON CITY HALL. 
30 WOLVERHAMPTON CITY HALL. 

1 PLYMOUTH, PALACE THEATRE. 
12 SCARBOROUGH. 
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AVAILABLE THROUGH SPARTAN RECORDS 
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MCPS warns of 

import ban on 

itoiie theme 
A WARNING has been issued by the Mechanical Copyright 
Protection Society to notify wholesalers and retailers that EMI 
Music Publishing and Chappell Music, the UK copyright 
holders of Call Me, the theme from the film American Gigolo 
recorded by Blondic, have refused a licence for the importation 
of the record and its parent album American Gigolo. 

The MCPS letter adds that any importation or sale of the records 
will consequently be an infringement of copyright, with remedies 
available to the copyright owners such as an injunction to stop 
importing and sales, damages and delivery of all records in any 
importers' possession. 

Furthermore, having given notice of the situation, the UK 
copyright owners intend to issue a writ to any importer, wholesaler or 
retailer, which imports or sells the records in question, whose 
American catalogue number is CHS 2414 (single) and PD1 6259, 

iMSl t® eiamm® the 

"dantproiis dicade17 

THE UPDATED convention 
schedule for this year's NARM event 
promises discussion of several topics 
very close to the hearts — and 
businesses — of industry and trade 
on both sides of the Atlantic at 
present. On the first formal 
convention day, a subject which has 
been raised with the DPI fairly 
recently is treated as an "audio 
visual spectacular". The idea is that 
of promoting record and tape 
buying generally to the public as a 
gift suggestion — not individual 
company or album advertising, but 
selling music as a gift. 

Accepting the grim fact that the 
industry and trade leave the 
Seventies and enter the Eighties in 
straightened circumstances, the 
latter pan of the first day is taken up 
with a seminar on a market research 
report on business in US record and 

tape outlets; and with a talk on tax. 
After a session on merchandising 

accessories, the main topic on the 
second day is again dealing with the 
decade just begun — The Eighties: 
Decade of Danger . . . Age of 
Knowledge, which has world famous 
economist Leo Cherne giving the 
keynote address. Computers and 
advanced audio software are both 
under discussion later in the day. 

With the current troubled 
relationship between manufacturers 
and importers in the UK, the session 
on Merchandising Cut Outs which 
opens the final day of the 
convention could prove informative 
and provocative on this side of the 
ocean, and the final session fittingly 
deals with the "coming age" in the 
entertainment industry — The Video 
Future. 

WSirip |ets Immedliat® 
THE IMMEDIATE Records 
catalogue is to be re-activated by 
Virgin which has acquired the 
licence from NEMS. 

The label was originally launched 
by Andrew Loog Oldham in 1965, 
but the tapes were sold to NEMS in 
1972 when the label foundered. 

BP@ actim m 

tape adwert 
A FORMAL complaint about its 
current radio ads for blank tapes has 
been sent to Memorex by the BPI. 
After considering whether or not it 
felt the ad — which features Moody 
Blues soundalikes performing Night 
In White Satin — was offensive, the 
BPI has decided to take action. As a 
first step a letter outlining the 
objections of the BPI, which is 
monitoring all blank tape 
advertising, has been sent to 
Memorex. 

Charisma chaoge 
CHARISMA RECORDS cuts its 
dealer margin to 30 per cent from 
this month. A company spokesman 
explains: "We had hoped to hold the 
dealer margin at the existing rale of 
33Vj per cent, but unfortunately it is 
necessary to fit in with the rest of the 
PolyGram licensed and distributed 

Virgin will be releasing many of 
the original albums as well as some 
new compilations which will be 
specially packaged with photographs 
of the period. 

The first release — set for March 
28 — will be The Small Faces' 
Ogdcns' Nut Flake which reached 
Number One in the album chart 
during 1968. The album will appear 
in its original circular sleeve, but on 
the Virgin label 

Other material to be exploited 
comes from Humble Pic, Amen 
Corner, The Nice, Eric Clapton, 
Savoy Brown and Crispian St 
Peters. 

OrafSiini torus 

Pagan label 
JACK STEWART Grayson, 
formerly US label manager at Arista 
Records has formed a new label, 
Pagan Records. He is joined by 
general manager Gary Shocficld, 
formerly sales promotion manager 
at Arista and Chrissy Race, press 
officer, previously at McCann's 
advertising agency. 

First release on Pagan is Tres 
Chichi (PAG I) by New York new 
wave artist Amy Bolton, out on 
March 7. Other artists signed to 
Pagan arc Wall Street, Hot 
Properly, Your Hero and The 
Hitmakcrs. 
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GEM RECORDS has signed the VIP's and the band's first single, Causing 
Complications, backed with Belinda and Love Is A Golden Word, will be 
released on April 3. Pictured at the signing are, standing (L to R): Nick 
Rosenberg (Gem), David Simone (Gem), Simon Lait (Grandmark 
Management), Hugh Stanley-Clarke (Gem). Edward Christie (Gem), dive 
Solomon (VIP's manager). Sitting are the band — Guy Morley, Andy Price, 
Paul Shurey and Jed Dmochowski. 

Extra excise 

duty on 

Srish records 

From PAT PRETTY 

DUBLIN: The Irish Minister of 
Finance, Michael O'Kennedy, 
has raised the excise duly on 
records from 30 to 40 per cent, 
and cassettes, rated for VAT at 
20 per cent, will now bear a 25 
per cent rale with effect from 
May I. 

These are two effects from the 
Irish Budget presented last 
Wednesday (27). Record 
companies will also be affected 
by an increase of 20p per gallon 
on petrol, plus a further 2p rise 
granted last Friday to petrol 
filling stations. 

Extra charges for the 
telecommunications service will 
be imposed from July 1, and 
postal charges will rise on May 1. 
The only good feature about the 
Budget, in fact, is a reduction in 
personal income tax rales. 

Slaughter! 

GET YOUR TEETH INTO ^ITE BACK'- 

the new LP from Slaughter. 
(DJF 20566) 
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* Nationwide 
tour starting soon 

Consumer 
advertising 

* Extensive 
poster campaign 

Orderfrom CBS Distribution. Tel: 960 2155 

DJM Records Limited, James House 
STheobaids Road. London WC1X8SE. 
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Decca studios 

wind down 
THE DECCA recording studios 
at Broadhursl Gardens in 
London's West Hampstcad 
ceased their operations under the 
Decca banner last Friday as a 
consequence of the company's 
agreement with PolyGram. 

A PolyGram spokesperson 
told Music Week that the group 
has purchased "a substantial 
part" of the recording 
equipment, which will remain in 
the West Hampstcad premises 
for "an interim period". The 
premises themselves remain in 
the possession of Decca Ltd. for 
ultimate disposal. 

PolyGram is offering jobs to 
the Decca classical recording 
team, which it hopes to retain 
intact. Decca personnel manager 
Bill Hanmcr was unavailable for 
comment at press time on the 
question of studio staff 
redundancies, but one source 
told Music Week that there 
would be about 20 from a total 
payroll of 70. 

A teraif wtfif 
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Tiurists tussle 

TRANSATLANTIC RECORDS was granted a temporary injunction in the 
Appeal Court last Thursday (28) stopping the Tourists pop group making 
recordings for any other label. The injunction covers the world with the 
exclusion of the USA and Canada. , 

Transatlantic had appealed against a High Court judge s refusal on January 
22 to grant an injunction, pending hearing of an action over an alleged 
recording agreement between Transatlantic and Bulliown Ltd., the Tounsis 
production company, in April last year. , ^ . . 

The three members of the group, Peter Coombes, Annie Lennox and David 
Stewart, were said to have rescinded the production agreement between 
themselves and Bulliown. 

Lord Justice Templeman said on Thursday that the balance of convenience 
came down in favour of Transatlantic being granted a temporary injunction. 
All matters in dispute between the parlies could then be decided finally at the 
full hearing of the action. 
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HEAVYWEIGHT ROCK arlisls 
such as Mike Oldfield. The 
Boomtown Rats, Thin Lizzy and 
David Bowie are to be made 
available on video cassette from 
VCL. . 

The company is finalising 
rights for the range to be released 
in two months' time.^ They 
comprise one-hour specials of 
"in concert" performances 
filmed by Rock Biz Fix and 
featuring Black Sabbath, Fhc 
Boomtown Rats, Thin Lizzy and 
Oldfield — the same show that 
was televised on BBC's Old Grey 
Whistle Test. 

David Bowie is to be featured 
on VCL's release of the film Just 
A Gigolo, which should come on 
to the market slightly earlier. 

In addition, there will be 

American television specials with 
Tom Jones and Raqucl Welch 
along with Count Basic and Ella 
Fitzgerald from a major jazz 
festival, with another cassette of 
Benny Goodman and Gene 
Krupa. 

VCL aims to release as much 
music product as possible, as 
long as it is a nnivcrsally 
accepted seller with no language 
barriers. This follows the success 
of its Tina Turner programme. 

"It is basically an arrangement 
we have with Rock Biz Fix,' said 
VCL MD Steve Webber. "We 
would like to expand that 
arrangement as we have exclusive 
distribution companies for us 
throughout Europe, and a 
comprehensive world-wide 
network. 

irasM® |i©i dfcptsi 

THE FIRST digital multitrack recorders in Europe were 
demonstrated by the manufacturer, the 3M Mincom Group, at the 
Audio Engineering Society convention in London last week. 

Giad I Ea/ie Rvder Motorbikm" 
Grjd 2 Venigtnaj Red Revenge 
Grad 3 Last Gang Spirit 0( Youth Grod 4 Circles Opening Up 
Grod 5 Mean Street Dealers Japanese Motabikes 
Grad 6 U840 King / Food For Thought 
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THE BBC faces a battle to 
implement music cuts in radio as 
part of its £130 million streamlining 
operation announced last week. 

The Musicians' Union has reacted 
strongly to this blow to employment 
prospects and assistant union 
secretary Stan Hibbert has already 
talked of a possible "boycott" of 
the network by session musicians. 

Of the BBC's 11 house orchestras, 
the axe has fallen on the Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, the London 
Studio Players, the Northern and 
Midlands Radio Orchestras, plus the 
Northern Ireland Orchestra — at a 
cost of 172 jobs. The net financial 
saving from the orchestra cuts is just 

£500,000, but managing director of 
BBC Radio Aubrey Singer described 
this as "a lot of money". 

In further cuts aimed at losing 
1,500 jobs Radio Three will dose 
down at 11.15pm and Radio One 
could open later in the morning. The 
latter appears to have escaped 
lightly, but is under pressure to 
reduce its record output having 
exceeded its agreed "review" time 
for broadcasting new releases. 

The Corporation's necdletime 
agreement with PPL has more than 
18 months to run and the music 
networks will have to engage session 
musicians rather than rely on more 
records to plug the music gaps.  

The equipment had in fact been 
put on show with the permission of 
its new owners — Bronze's 
Roundhouse Studio in North 
London — which has come through 
in the race to be the first facility here 
or on the Continent to go digital. 

The set of equipment bought by 
the Roundhouse (32-track and four- 
track recorders and an editor) is the 
seventh to be installed in the world, 
the first six having gone into US 
studios. After the London AES 
exhibition ended on Friday, the 
recorders were taken to the 
Roundhouse and were installed and 
working within hours. 

M fair cop 
POLICE SCOOPED the top prizes 
at the Capital Radio Music Awards 
announced at London's Grosvenor 
House Hotel on Monday night. 
Message In A Bottle was named Best 
British Single, Regatta Dc Blanc 
Best British Album and the A&M 
group were named Best British 
Group and Best British Newcomer. 

In the poll of Capital listeners, 
Gary Numan was voted Best British 
Male Artist and Kate Bush Best 
British Female Artist, Ian Dury Best 
London Artist and Michael Jackson 
Best International Artist. 
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.., one vvu'il wqjth the? woii. An otbyrvs oJ-^he ck...... 
oiid qualify of 'Strr-.nyoi- in toy.'n'iwfth fharuniqiie 
Seger bleiKi of ballsy » ock, qr?d spirrc-fintjiing biiilods - 

'Against The Wind' 
features 

Muscle Skoak. Khythm Scctjou 
Bill Pctyne & Sorn Oa^pri 

of'Uttk recii'. 
Don Honley, Gier. Frey, Timothy B'. Sckmif 

of 'The Eagles' 
and of course, the lecjendory 

'Silver Bullet Band' 
A great artist with a great line-up. 

Bob Seger and 
The Silver Bullet Bfthd 

'Against The Wind' 
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An album this big deserves a big campaign - and that's 
exactly what you're gonna get! 

6 weeks of solid marketing including - 
Four sheet Fly posting 

London Mandiesier Birmingham 
Full page ads 

Melody Maker NME Sounds Record Mirror 
Time Out Music Week Record Business 

Window and In-Store Displays 
All supported by the extensive airplay 

an album of this calibre deserves! 
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Country & Aussie 

festival biggest yet 

From PETER CONYNGHAM 
SYDNEY: One of the major events in Australia's music calendar is the Tamworth Country 
Music Festival, held each January. Originated and organised by Radio 2TM (Tamworth), the 
eighth festival this year was the biggest yet, running for 13 days and culminating with the annual 
Australian Country Music Awards. 

Among the imernaiional guests 
attending were Charley Pride (who 
presented some awards), Jcannie 
Pruett and Jo Walker, president of 
the Country Music Association of 
America, and there was a good turn- 
out by Australian artists and record 
and media executives. 

Among the winners in the 11 
categories were Allan Caswell (best 
new talent). Slim Dusty (best album 
and lop selling record, which was 
Walk A Country Mile), Jean 
Stafford (best female vocalist with 
Hello Love), and Reg Lindsay (best 
male vocalist with The Empty Arms 
Hotel). 
GRAHAM WEBB has left the high 
rating pop show Sound Unlimited — 
and taken the name with him. 

The show is now operating under 
the slightly changed name Sounds 
with the same compere, Donnie 
Sutherland. 

Webb started Sound Unlimited 
almost six years ago, compering it 
himself initially before introducing 
Sutherland and becoming the show's 
producer. 
TWO NEW directors have been 
appointed to the board of WEA 

Dateline: 

Sydney 

Records Ply Australia in the persons 
of Peter Ikin and Ken Cooper, 

Ikin, formerly marketing 
manager, assumes the title of 
marketing director. He joined the 
company from EMI in 1975. Cooper 
is the overseas director added to the 
board. 

Announcing the appointments, 
WEA Records managing director 
Paul Turner said: "Ken Cooper, 
formerly WEA Australia's financial 
controller and presently vice- 
prcsident/ireasurcr of WEA 
International, Burbank, is a highly 
experienced financial executive who 
spent some six years at Phonogram 
Australia before joining WEA in 
1976, and we are delighted to have 
him join our board." 

Cooper will continue to be based 
in Burbank, California, while Ikin 
will work out of Sydney. 

SHORTS: One of Australia's top 
groups, Mi-Sex, has achieved 
platinum with their debut album 
Graffiti Crimes and gold with their 
single Computer Games . , . 
Michael Jackson has hit gold with 
Don't Stop Till You Get Enough 
. . . Peter Allen arrived in Sydney on 
his 36th birthday to open his smash 
Broadway show Up In One ... 
John Paul Young to tour Australia 
with Fleetwood Mac . . . Air Supply 
latest Aussie group to crack US 
chart, entering top 100 bulleted with 
Lost In Love, a big hit here last year 
. . . top ranking Aussie groups 
Angels and Mental As Anything 
looking towards US lours this year 
. . . Queensland Labour Party up in 
arms about 48 per cent interest sale 
of its radio station 4KQ to 
entertainment personalities Kevin 
Jacobscn, Michael Edgeley and 
Mike Willesec ... at CBS, John 
Anderson becomes general manager 
of April Music, Barry Bull director 
of marketing and Peter Dawkins 
head of A&R . . . The Four 
Kinsmen signed by APA, one of 
America's lop booking agencies, 
and will tour Slates around July, 
including the Kentucky State Fair. 

PETER POWELL'S RECORD OF THE WEEK 
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DUBLIN: Philomena Begley with 
her gold disc award presetiled ai the 
Tara Club here by K-lel Ireland 
managing director Brendan Harvey 
for sales of her album, The Best Of 
Philomena Begley. Harvey revealed 
thai the LP is to be released in 
Scotland in mid-March, and is likely 
to go platinum soon in Ireland, 
confirming in his opinion that she is 
No. I female country artist in 
Europe. 

Edited 
by 

NIGEL HUNTER 

A&M celebrate 

successful year 

PARIS: A&M Records has 
regislercd an oulslanding year of 
results in 1979 against the general 
trend of European record sales, 
which A&M rates as a 10 to 15 per 
cent decline. 

The company claims a stupendous 
icap in European income for the 
year of 246 per cent over 1978. Sales 
in France alone, adds an A&M 
statement, were nearly six times 
more than the previous year and 
now account for over 30 per cent of 
European sales, and sales in 
Germany and Belgium are over four 
times more than in previous years, 
with other major markets doubling 
in results. 

The prime factor in this success is 
attributed by A&M to Superlramp 
and their Breakfast In America 
album, which has now sold nearly 10 
million units in continental Europe. 

Ciimmffldires star in 

ninth Tofep festival 
From BERT TANIMOTO 

TOKYO: The Commodores, enjoying growing popularity here through their 
singles Sail On and Still, have been named guests of honour for the ninth 
annual Tokyo Music Festival and will also perform during the event. 

The Commodores will also appear 
at the Budokan on April 1 for a 
concert and appear at a dinner show 
at the Tokyo Prince Hotel, where all 
the festival entrants will stay, on 
March 29, the eve of the festival. 

The Commodores concerts have 
been long awaited by a steadily 
increasing following in Japan. 
Victor Records, Motown's 
distributor here, is planning an 

Brandenburg 

heads CS1T 
HILVERSUM: Phonogram here has 
set up a new management unit with 
the name CMT (Creative 
Management Unit), headed by 
leading Dutch show business 
manager, Paul Brandenburg. 

CMT will handle management, 
bookings and merchandising for 
clients, who will initially be confined 
to Phonogram acts and actors 
already managed by Brandenburg. 
In the long term, though, the 
company will, not work exclusively 
with Phonogram artists. 

Also based in Hilvcrsum is a new 
booking agency set up by Fleet 
Benelux managing director Robert 
Aardsc with the name Submarine 
Agency. Managed by Frank Bicrens, 
Submarine will concentrate on 
bookings for Fleet acts such as 
Cashmere and the Urban Heroes 
and for acts from Hansa 
International. 

I 
extensive marketing campaign for 
the group's visit, including TV 
spots, in-siore displays and 
promotional golden jackets 
resembling the Commodores' stage 
costumes. 

A central theme for the campaign 
has been devised as MFA or Music 
For Adults. A Victor spokesman 
noted that "there is a vast market 
of young Japanese adults between 18 
and 23 that the record companies 
have simply not been servicing. 
Disco music and pop music is for a 
much younger age bracket here and 
the buyers in the older age groups 
have gone to the jazz-fusion genre 
for lack of knowledge in just what is 
available to them in more 
commercial music." 

The Commodores' appearance 
during the Tokyo Music Festival will 
obviously boost the campaign, with 
the festival being transmitted live for 
two hours on prime lime TV and 
featuring 15 competitors from all 
over the world, including four 
Japanese acts. 

Among the participants will be 
Karla Bonoff (US), Amii Stewart 
(West Germany), the Dooleys (UK), 
Claudja Barry (Canada), Dionne 
Warwick (US), Gloria Gaynor (US) 
and the Stylistics (US). 

GRADUATE RECORDS Distributed by (ttCUKIA 

ORDER NOW ON 01-903 8223/6-4753/6 
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MAX ROMEO'S 

WET DREAMS oc cos 

First time ever on 12" Disco 
Now also available on 7", both with 

picture sleeve. 
No minimum order 1-1,000 

Distributed nationally by 

JET STAR RECORDS 
78 CRAVEN PARK ROAD 

LONDON NW10 
phone hotline 01-961 5818 
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From the couple who gave you 
"Love Will Keep Us Together" 
"The Way I Want To Touch You"and 
"You Never Done It Like That" 
a beautiful. New Album featuring their 
current smash hit single 
"Do That To Me One More Time". 
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Orders To: Pye Records Ltd., 132 Western Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3UT. Telephone: 01-640 3344. 
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All of My Life 
Greof Adventure 
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Invasion 
Kingdom of Madness 
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Napier-Bell offerieii a 

reheirsaS kmsm 

sf 'grsztgztz 
rock's answer lo he definition of Dadatsm. il is not that, 
however nor is I, some ambitious 
for ihe Ultimate Concert. A project which is one any 
launched this week could bring the idea, or something like it, to 
reality.   

By 
TERR! ANDERSON 

The dairy is a very solidly built 
premises in Shepherds Bush, West 
London and it has now been 
convened by Nomis Studios and 
Equipment Hire Ltd into what will 
eventually be the biggest rehearsal 
studio complex anywhere. 

Weeks before the building was 
anywhere near ready to receive its 
first clients, enquiries were coming 
in from the UK's big name bands 
who wanted to book time in this 
unique, up-market facility. 

The Nomis complex is the result 
of an idea which Simon Napier Bell, 
well-known artist manager and man- 
about-the-music-busincss, had been 
nursing for many years. As long ago 
as 1966, when he was managaing the 
Yardbirds, Napier Bell heard 
everyone around him bemoaning the 
lack of proper rehearsal rooms in 
London. 

Now, after 18 expensive months 
finding the premises, obtaining 
planning permission and then 
designing and building the complex, 
the doors of the first eight rooms 
(which include what is probably the 
world's first DIY video facility) 
open officially on March 7. Another 
10 acoustically-treated, PA- 
equipped, air-conditioned rehearsal 
studios will be opened later this 
year. 

NOTING THE bookings as they roll 
in for ihe new Nomis rehearsal 
studio complex m West London are 
owner Simon Napier Bell (left), and 
manager Robbie Wilson. 

The Nomis building houses All 
Napier Bell's companies (Chadwick 
Nomis, publishing; Nomis Morgan, 
management; Nomis Music, the 
record production partnership 
between Napier Bell and Hansa; the 
Nomis Studio and Equipment Hire). 
Offices are also rented by other 
companies and The Jam has its 
offices there, too. One room is being 
kept unlct so that a band which 
wants to base itself there during a 
long rehearsal period can have an 
office to run business from. 

Design 
Deluged 

See MAGNUM live 

plus support The Tygers of Pan Tang 

MARCH 

11 Cardiff,Top Rank 

12 Bristol, Romeo & Juliet's 

14 Newcastle University, Havelock Hall 

15 Manchester, U.M.I.S.T. 

16 Redcar, Coatham Bowl 

18 Sheffieldjhe Limit Club 

21 West Runton, Pavilion 

22 Dudley, J.B's Club 

23 Alderminister, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

Ettlngton Park Manor 

25 Nottingham, Boat Club 

26 Withernsea, Grand Pavilion 

28 Wolverhampton,The Lafayette Club I 

29 Blackpool, Norbreck Nite Spot 

30 Birmingham,Top Rank I 

HQ MAGNUM LIVE Magnum Sole Representation, 
il (A 2 Record Set) JET 175 pOftdO Agency,Tel:01-727 8636. 

Order from CBS Order Desk. Tel: 01-960 2155. CBS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 

Just about the time that Napier 
Bell had found his premises and was 
going ahead with the design, but 
looking for someone to run the 
facility because he lives abroad, 
Robbie Wilson (one-time manager 
of Eric Burdon and owner of his 
own equipment business and lighting 
hire business in the US) was in 
Britain looking for a way to 
materialise his own ideas of setting 
up a rehearsal studio business. Fate 
for once got il right; the two met and 
teamed up to run Nomis. 

When looking for ' suitable 
premises Napier Bell had viewed 
several unlikely sounding places, 
bearing in mind that what was 
needed was a structure built 
prcdominently from concrete. The 
dairy proved a good choice because 
concrete had been extensively used 
in its construction for summer 
coolness. 

Of the studies already complete, 
each is basically the same as the 
others — a low timber-built stage for 
band and PA, an area for relaxing or 
watching — and the only differences 
are in size. Some of the rooms are 
small enough to suit an accoustic 
guitarist, some large enough to 
accommmodate a rock band and 
small horn or string section at the 
same time. In two studios walls of 
full-length mirrors will iiven up the 
acoustics and make the rooms 
suitable for dancers as well as 
musicians to rehearse in. 

Napier Bell is particularly 
enthusiastic about his idea for a 
video studio. This can be hired at 
£30 an hour and is fitted out with 
suitable lighting. The band can make 
their own videos with live sound, or 
mime the visuals and sound synch in 
the studio later. With the coming 
video age apparently set to demand 
that acts should look as well as 
sound interesting, the chance of 
making visual demos as cheaply as 
music tapes must be of great value to 
bands. 

With an average rate of £50 a day 
(perhaps doubling for the most 
luxurious and largest of the rooms 
and dropping for the smallest ones) 
il is hardly surprising that Robbie 
Wilson could say two weeks before 
opening: "I'm being deluged with 
enquiries. 1 could fill 12 studios now 
and I'm just trying to space the 
bookings out." 

Nomis will be more expensive 
than the few good rehearsal rooms 
now available, but "the smaller 
rooms will be priced at a level that 
unsigned groups will be able to 
afford." Revox machines will be 
available, so rough demos can be 
made by the bands themselves. 

By next September the first floor 
of the building will house an eight- 
track demo studio and a 24-track 
professional facility. There will also 
be a showroom for a prestige 
musical instrument range. Yamaha 
is very interested in taking up the 
space, to show special lines which 
will not be generally retailed in the 
UK. 

Last in a long list of commercially 
promising ideas at Nomis is the floor 
of security cages for the storage of 
band equipment and instruments. 
Of the 20 available. 

Nomis is at 45 Sinclair Road, 
Hammersmith W14(iel: 602 6351) 

BUNNY MACK 

LET ME 
LOVE YOU 

Big Disco Hit 

Available through 
JET STAR RECORDS 

International Record 
Distributors 

78 Craven Park Road, 
London NW10. 

phone hotline 961 5818 
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