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Heavy metal hitting 

back with a bang 

FIRST SIGNING w Dave Dee's Double D Records are The Dance Band. Their 
first single, Slacks Of Tracks (DDI) was picked up by Double Dfrom ihe Cool 
King label. Appropriately the hand signed I heir new deal under stacks of tracks 
at Pye's Milcham depot. Pictured are (I to r): Dave Dee, Tracer Kennedy 
(manager), Steve Van-Deller, Dick Hanson, Steve Mullins, Lou Stonebridge, 
John Earle, Rob Townsend, Peter Hope-Evans. 

HEAVY METAL music is 
enjoying ils biggest boom for 
years with albums selling 
apace and concerts selling 
out across the country. Often 
written-off as a minority 
music of interest only to 
"mindless head-bangers", 
heavy metal is now providing 
a lifeline for the industry. 

Alongside ihe esiabiishcd names 
such as Status Quo, Ted Nugent, 

BB push Numan as 'video star' 

BEGGAR'S BANQUET is expanding into the video market and plans to make Gary Numan the "first^video disc star". 
The immediate release of a video cassette of Gary Numan live, claims the company, marks "the first time that a video of 
a concert by any British artist has been commercially available." 

Mail-order re-launch 

a threat to dealers 
INDEPENDENT DEALERS were 
dealt another blow this week with 
the news that World Records, the 
Richmond-based subsidiary of EMI 
Records, is to re-launch its former 
record mail-order club under the 
new Club 2000. The new enterprise 
is aimed directly at the younger pop 
and MOR markets. 

Product available on mail order 
includes albums from the Beatles, 
Beach Boys, Hollies, Dr. Hook, 
Frank Sinatra, Crystal Gale, Bob 
Seger and Cliff Richard. Subscribers 
will receive regular lists offering 
some 25 additional albums each 
month, each available at 
approximately 20 pier cent below the 
list price of full-price albums. 

In addition, there will be a special 
introductory offer, with 
membership of the new club, of two 
records or cassettes for £3.99. Club 
2000 joins World Records' recently- 

launched Retrospect and Classical 
clubs. The campaign to launch Club 
2000 will include full-page 
advertisements, both colour and 
black and white, in- national daily 
newspapers and weekly television 
magazines. The three-month 
promotion campaign has a planned 
budget of £100,000. 

Unlike the previous World Record 
Club, however, Club 2000 will not 
offer subscribers specially-compiled 
albums, but rather straightforward 
'catalogue' releases from EMI. 

World Records managing 
director, Austin Bennett, said: "It 
has always been our view that the 
heavy national advertising which 
World Records undertakes, 
particularly for its mail-order box- 
sets, acts as a positive stimulus to 
trading in general, including 
retailing." 

Schein to head US PolyGram 
From IRA MAYER 

NEW YORK: Harvey L. Schein has been named president and chief 
executive officer of the PolyGram Corporation, succeeding Werner 
Vogelsang, who has held the position since 1974, but who has not been 
stationed in the US for the last three years. 

Schein, 52, will assume the new post on May 1. He has been an 
executive vice-president at Warner Communication Inc. for the past 
two years, prior to which he had been chairman of the Sony 
Corporation. Before that he spent 14 years at CBS Inc., including a 
stint as president of the CBS/Columbia Records Group. 

Considered an expert administrator with a wide knowledge of the 
home entertainment industry, he is expected to take an active role in 
PolyGram's previously announced intention to enter the home video 
field. 

Werner Vogelsang will continue as director of Ihe parent company's 
record business. 

Through an agreement between 
Beggar's Banquet, its UK licensee 
WEA, Numan and Derek Burbidge 
who directed the film for Zoetrope, 
the 45 minute cassette is released in 
VHS, U-Matic, Belamax and Philips 
formats, but will be available on 
mail order only direct from Beggar's 
Banquet. The post paid price is set at 
£19.99 for VHS and Bctamax 
formats, and at £29.99 for U-Matic 
and Philips. 

"We arc sticking to mail order at 
the moment because we don't want 
to gel involved in any long term, 
complicated distribution contracts," 
says Beggar's Banquet director 
Martin Mills. 

"So far we don't have any leeway 
for dealer margin. Something as 
expensive as a video cassette is a very 
high stock risk and in these limes 
where record dealers arc being very 
cautious about buying in large 
quantities, we thought that mail 
order was the best way." 

The video cassette features 11 
numbers recorded during a 
Hammersmith Odeon concert last 
September, plus a studio 
promotional film of chart single 
Cars. 

Beggar's Banquet plans to expand 
its video activities as the technology 
progresses and Mills comments: 
"We're very keen on Gary becoming 
one of the pioneers on video disc and 
this video cassette is a slop gap on 
the way. We arc aiming for 
simultaneous release on video disc of 
his next studio album towards the 
end of 1981. 

"Gary is Ihe kind of artist who 
transfers well enough visually to be 
one of Ihe first stars in the new 
medium. I believe that cassettes arc 
only a stop gap on the way to the 
introduction of video discs as there 
are a lot of advantages to the disc 
system." 

Rainbow, AC/DC and Rush, a new 
generation of HM bands is making 
its impact on the UK market. 

Saxon, Iron Maiden, Girl, Sammy 
Hagar, April Wine, Riot, Krokus, 
Def Leppard and a host of aspiring 
HM bands arc shifting vinyl and 
selling out the concert halls. 

Last week, Saxon's album. 
Wheels Of Steel on the Carrere label 
went straight into the Music Week 
album chart at No. 10 with no big 
promotion or TV advertising. 

Carrerc's A & R manager and co- 
producer ol Wheels Of Steel, Peter 
Himon, comments: "We signed 
Saxon two years ago when the UK 
company was first formed. They 
were our first UK signing and it 
came as quite a culture shock when 1 

CONTINUING MUSIC Week's 
series of international surveys 
DAVID DALTON visited 
Sweden, Norway. Denmark and 
Finland and this week provides 
his findings in FOCUS ON 
SCANDINAVIA (see centre 
pages). The territory has become 
a proven talent source following 
the success of Abba and there are 
lessons to be learned from the 
way the Scandinavian industry 
has approached common 
industry problems. 

first saw them performing in 
Sheffield as it was in the middle of 
the punk boom. 

"One of the reasons we signed 
them was that we knew there would 
be a market for them on the 
Continent. Heavy metal has always 
been big in Europe, especially in 
Germany. Now that has spread to 
the UK. Wheels Of Steel is the 
band's second album and we 
anticipate strong interest in the first 
being generated by their current 
success,"   

The Wheels Of Steel 1980 tour is 
scheduled to run from April 21 to 
May 11, with more dates to be 
added. 

Touring is paying dividends for 
Capitol Records who have such acts 
as Sammy Hagar, April Wine and 
Riot. 

Martyn Cox, general manager 
Capitol, explains: "Sammy Hagar's 
new album could almost have 
'dedicated to the UK' stamped on it 
because after he toured here in 
September he discovered what the 
British audiences really wanted and 
has recorded at least half the album 
with the UK in mind. 

Capitol currently has Hagar's 
Loud And Clear LP in the chart and 
is releasing his next, Danger Zone, in 
the middle of next month. April 
Wine's Harder . , . Faster, 
following their tour, has also 
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'Made to measure' 

sleeve from Epic 

EPIC HAS developed an 
elaborate package for the new 
John Cooper Clarke album. 
Snap, Crackle (&) Bop (EPC 
84083). 
The sleeve depicts Cooper 
Clarke's suit with a pouch for the 
breast pocket; in the pouch of the 
First 20,000 albums will be a copy 
of the 1980 John Cooper Clarke 
Directory. 
Marketing plans for the album 
include music press advertising, 
double crown shop posters, 
badges and a special four-track 
airplay sampler. Cooper Clarke 
will be appearing at the Oxford 
Poetry Festival on May 2. 
• Barbara Dickson is currently 
undertaking a promotional tour 
to boost sales of the Barbara 
Dickson Album (EPC 84088) 
which entered the MW charts last 
week. 

THE new John 
album package. 

Cooper Clarke 

Edmunds 

knocks 

again 

PYE'S BLUEPRINT label 
has picked up the rights to 
the Dave Edmunds hit of 
ten years ago, I Hear You 
Knocking. 

Ii is re-released this week, 
catalogue number: BLU 2010. 

When it was First released in 1970 
it stayed at the top of the singles 
chart for seven consecutive weeks. 
VIRGIN MUSIC has signed London 
based five-piece band The Books to 
a worldwide publishing deal. 
FABULOUS RECORDS, part of 
the Quarry group of companies, has 
signed a pressing, sales and 
distribution agreement with Pye for 
the UK. First release under the deal 
is Can't See/Fooled Today (JC 4) by 
Manchester band The Drones. 

Promotion for the London area is 
being handled by Neil Ferris and all 
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press and regional promotion is 
being handled by Fabulous' own 
promotion department. 
BERNIE COCHRANE of St Pierre 
Publicity is to handle all the 
promotion for Ray Dorset's new 
label, Satalitc Records. First releases 
on Satalitc will be a single by The 
Insiders and a compilation album 
from Mungo Jerry . 

Cochrane and St Pierre will also 
be handling tour promotion and 
press for Franki Valli and The Four 
Seasons' UK tour which starts May 
11. 
JET RECORDS has obtained the 
UK and Eire rights to release the 
first album from the reformed early 
seventies band Humble Pie. The 
album, On To Vicotry, will be 
released here on April 18, and a 
single Fool For A Pretty Face, will 
be released on April 11. 
ECHO AND the Bunnymcn, a 
Liverpool group who have a single 
out on the independent Zoo label, 
have completed a deal with Warner 
Bros. Music VP Rob Dickens. This 
signs them worldwide to the Korova 
label for which the first release will 
be Rescue, released on April 18. 
Korova is a partnership between 
Warner Bros Music, Sire Records 
and WEA International. 
THE JAZZ label Black Lion 
Records has renewed its licensing 
agreement with Logo Records for a 
further three years from April 1. The 
intention is for the label to expand 
its involvement with contemporary 
UK jazz artists. Brian Tanner has 
joined the staff to assume 
responsibility for artist 
development, product co- 
ordination, promotion and 
publicity. 

MONSTER MONSTER 
Productions, the company formed 
by John Reid and Eric Hall, has 
signed Garth Hewitt to the Pye 
label. Hewitt is produced by Cliff 
Richard, and his single I Can Hear 
Love, which was written by Alan 
Tarney, is now released on Pye. 
Pictured (L to R) are: Eric Hall and 
Paul Norlhcott from Rocket Music: 
Derek Honey (Pye Records MD): 
Bill Latham (Garth Hewitt's 
manager): Garth Hewitt; Peter 
Surnmerfield (Pyt International) 
and Cliff Richard. 

D 

SPARTAN RECORDS will be 
handling distribution of new 
Mansfield based label Rondclet, 
formed by Mike Comerford and 
Alan Campion. Fist product 
through the deal will be the debut 
discs from Witchfynde — a single, 
Give 'em Hell, to be followed later 
this month by an album of the same 
name. 

EDGBASTON-BASED The Initial 
Recording Company has acquired 
the worldwide distribution rights to 
San Francisco singer/songwriter 
Irvin Mowrey's new album, 
Continental Drift. The Queen Of 
Maybe and Fat City are two titles 
from the LP being released as a 
double A side single. The album is 
available through Spartan, 
catalogue No. IRC004. 

TV campaign for Kaempfert 
POLYDOR IS planning to TV- 
advertise a Bert Kaempfert 
compilation later this year. Bert 
Kaempfert — The Super 
Stereosound will be released on 
June 13 and will feature tracks 

such as Strangers In The Night, 
Spanish Eyes and Red Roses For 
A Blue Lady. Kaempfert will be 
touring the UK in June, 
culminating in a performance at 
London's Royal Albert Hall. 
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Cut price 

League 

from Virgin 
VIRGIN IS offering a cut price 

inducement to boost 
forthcoming album and 
single releases from The 
Human League. 

A double single. Holiday 80 (SV 
105), is released on April 18 
with a run of 15,000 which 
will retail at £1.75. Thereafter 
a single disc will retail at 
£1.15. 

An ad campaign will be resumed 
for the launch of an album, 
Travelogue (V2160), on May 
16 and (his will also be 
backed by posters and 
window displays. The 
Sheffield based electronic 
New Wave outfit will be 
touring extensively during 
May to promote the releases. 
The album will retail at £3.99 
for the first 10,000 and the 
price will (hen revert to £5.25. 

First De-Lite LP 

via Phonogram 

THE FIRST album under a direct 
agreement between Phonogram and 
the American label De-Lite Records 
— instigated by MD Ken Maliphant 
at Midem — is Sure Shot (De-Lite 
6372 767) by Crown Heights Affair. 
The LP will be supported by a 
double A-sided single, You Gave Me 
Love/Body And Soul, available in 
seven and 12-inch, the latter in a 
picture bag (MER 9 and MERX 9) 
. . . both single and LP are released 
this Friday (18). 

Promotion for the two will 
include advertising, 300 window 
displays which will include a prop, 
poster and De-Lite Records logo 
board. A full and heavy disco 
promotion is already underway with 
early pressings of the single. 

Also scheduled from Phonogram 
is George Burns' album 1 Wish 1 
Was Eighteen Again (Mercury 9100 
074), which will be supported by a 

LP from Judie Tzuke 
JUDIE TZUKE has a new album 
released this Friday (18), coinciding 
with her current UK tour. Called 
Sports Car (Rocket TRAIN 9), it 
will be given full advertising support 
and will be additionally promoted 
via colour posters and window 
display props. 

GTO ISSUES a three-track single by 
New Musik, This World Of 
Water/Missing Persons/Tell Me 
Something New, available in a 
picture bag. The debut album, From 
A To B (GTLP 041), is released this 
Friday. The band are on tour 
throughout May, supporting After 
The Fire. Also new from GTO is 
Billy Ocean's Stay The Night, taken 
from his new album City Limit, and 
available in seven and 12-inch 

Marketing 

CHARISMA RELEASES the new 
Brand X album, Do They Hurt? this 
week. Catalogue number CAS 1151, 
it is backed with ads in the rock and 
trade music press. Time Out and The 
Guardian. During April and May, 
Brand X play an extensive UK tour 
with Bruford, including four nights 
at the London Venue. 

Lowrey fills Island's new post 

Musical 

Ml Chairs 

PHIL LOWREY has been 
appointed Island Records 
product manager, a newly- 
created role with responsibilities 
for both Island product 
planning and the company's 
licensed labels. Lowrey, who 
has been with Island for five 
years, was previously 
responsible for artists' 
development, a role which he 
will continue as product 
manager. 
CBS PRODUCT manager Kate 
Mundle is now also running the 
CBS artist relations department 
. . . Nick Sands to DJM field 
promotion representative for 
London, the South and South 
West, reporting directly to 

promotion manager Richard 
Figgis. Sands was formerly with 
CBS and UA . . . Michaela 
Connolly to DJM promotion 
department as general assistant 

. replacing Sally Dyer . . . Alison 
Clout to director in charge of 
press, publicity and promotion 
at Bristol-based Fried Egg 
Records. 

On tour with New Musik 
26 April 

17 PORTTALBOT, Troubador. 27 
18 EXETER, Routes. 28 
19 PENZANCE, Demelzas. 29 
20 BATH, Pavilion. May 
22 LEICESTER, University. 
24 REDCAR, Philmore. 
25 NEWCASTLE, University. 

GLASGOW, Strathclyde. 
ST. ANDREWS, University. 
LEEDS, Polytechnic. 
TRENT, Polytechnic. 

NORWICH, Ctomwells. 
RETF0RD, Porterhouse. 
SLOUGH, College. 

Jim Robertson (MADCAP) 229 8775 

dealer shot and an incentive in the 
form of silver-foil wrapped cigars 
with a special George Bums band. 

Scottish country singer Sydney 
Devine is currently celebrating 25 
years in showbusiness and the event 
is served as the title of his new 
Philips album, 25th Anniversary 
Album (6382 152), retailing at £3,25. 
There will be window displays in 
Scotland and the North East, 
incorporating posters and sleeves, 
and advertising in Scottish 
magazines. 

Three other albums lined up for 
release this Friday arc Black 
Sabbath's Heaven And Hell (Vertigo 
9102 752), the first to feature new 
lead vocalist Ronnie Dio, The Best 
Of Graham Parker And The 
Rumour (Vertigo 9102 042) and 
Philip Lynotl's Solo In Soho, 
(Vertigo 9102 038) the first solo 
album by the Thin Lizzy frontman. 

DJM RECORDS has signed up 
Canadian A & M band The Raes for 
Europe. The Raes are a husband- 
and-wife MOR team with their own 
TV series on CBC and DJM is 
planning to break them in this 
country through TV appearances. 
Stephen James, DJM MD, is 
pictured with Sheryl and Bobby Rae. 

Strummer LP 
AN ALBUM of previously 
unreleascd material by Joe 
Slrummer*s old band, the lOl'ers is 
to be released on Chisvrick's Big 
Beat label. 

Ineorporatiny. Record and Tape Retailer 
A Morgan-Grampian Publication 
Published by Music Week Ltd. 
40 Long Acre, London 
WC2E 9JT 
Tel: 01-836 1522 
Telex: 299485 
SUBSCRIPTION AND 
YEARBOOK ENQUIRIES: 
Music Week Subscriptions, 30 
Calderwood Street, London 
SEI8 6QH 
Tel: 01-855 7777 
SOBSt'RIPTION RATES UK £26. Eire £28. Europe S60. Middle East & Nonh Africa S89. USA. Canada. South America, Africa. 
India. Parisian S104. Ausiralia, Far Hasi, 
Japan S122. 

Polydor signing 
POLYDOR'S NEW signing from 
Sheffield, The News, debut on the 
label with a single titled 50^0 
Reduction and the first 15,000 
copies are priced at 57p. 

■  b 

New Musik-from AtoB 

The new album 

featuring 

'This world of water' GT268 

and'Living by numbers' 

ORDER FROM CBS ORDER DESK 
TEL 01 960 2155 
CBS DISTRIBUTION CENTRE 
BARLBY ROAD 
LONDON W.10 
ALBUM GTLP 041 

: CASSETTE GTMC 041 

NEW MUSIK'S NEW TOUR FROM MAY 10th TO MAY 30th 

SAT 10 EDINBURGH USHER HALL 
SUN 11 GLASGOW PAVILION 
TUE 13 DERBY ASSEMBLY ROOMS 
THUR 15 HEMEL HEMPSTEAD PAVILION 
FBI 16 IPSWICH GAUMONT 
SAT 17 WEST RUNTON PAVILION 
SUN 18 BRADFORD ST. GEORGES HALL 
MON 19 SHEFFIELD CITY HALL 
TUE 20 HULL CITY HALL 
THUR 22 MANCHESTER FREE TRADE HALL 
FRI 23 HATFIELD POLY 
SAT 24 BRIGHTON DOME 
SUN 26 DORKING ASSEMBLY ROOMS 
MON 26 BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL 
TUE 27 PORTSMOUTH GUILD HALL 
WED 28 BRISTOL COLSTON HALL 
SAT 30 LONDON RAINBOW 
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Eurovision 

finalists 

THE HAGUE: Pcrrornicrs, 
writers, musicians, musical 
dircclors. publishers and record 
company executives from 19 
countries are galherinR here this 
week for the annual Eurovision 
Song Conlesl. 

The winning song will be one 
of the following, listed as 
country, title, artist and local 
record label; Alislria: Du Bisl 
Musik, Blue Danube 
(Telefunken). Turkey: Pcl'r Oil, 
Ajda Pekkan (not yet recorded). 
Greece: Hitchhiking. Anna Vissi 
and the Epikouri (EMI). 
Luxembourg: Lc Papa Pingouin, 
Sophie and Magali (Jupiter). 
Morocco: Message d'Amour, 
Samira Bensald (Sonoprcss). 
lialv: Non So Che Darei, Alan 
Sorrcnli (CBO/EMI). Denmark: 
Taenker Allid Paa Dig, Bamses 
Venner (KMF). Sweden: Right 
Now, Tomas Lcdin (Polar). 
Switzerland: Cinema, Paola 
(CBS). Finland: Huilumies, 
Vesa-Matti Loird (Gold Disc). 
Norway: Samiid Acdnan, Sverrc 
Kjeisberg/Mallis Haetta (MAI). 
Germany: Theater. Kalja 
Ebslein (Ariola). UK: Love 
Enough For Two, Prima Donna 
(Ariola). Portugal: Un Grande, 
Granda Amor. Jose Cid (Orfeu). 
Netherlands: Amsterdam, 
Maggie McNcal (WEA). France: 
He, He. M'sicurs Dames, Profil 
(Musidisc Europe). Ireland: 
What's Another Year, Johnny 
Logan (Spider). Spain: Qucdate 
Esla Noche, Trigo Limpio 
(Philips). Belgium: Euro-vision, 
Telex (Vogue). 

Uttal launches 

Earlobe label 

Heavy metal FROM PAGE ONE 

LARRY UTTAL has formed a new 
label, Earlobe Records, which 
makes its debut on April 25 with the 
release of a single titled Mind Made 
(ELS 1) by Thieves Like Us. 

Earlobe product will be available 
through Pye as the result of an 
exclusive licensing deal. Further 
international licensing arrangements 
have yet to be announced. 

"With Earlobe 1 am interested in 
building and developing major acts. 
I am excited by the fact that the label 
kicks off with a British signing and 
I'm determined that all my efforts 
will go into breaking Thieves Like 
Us before we release our second 
Earlobe record." 

Thieves Like Us, the first signing 
to Earlobe, are a five-piece group 

from Winchester. They have 
released one single before on their 
own label, 5,000 copies were sold at 
gigs and through the independent 
distributors. 
PRODUCTION COMPANY Red 
Bus has formed its own record label 
and signed a licensing deal with 
PRT/Pye Records. First single 
under the deal is Wild World by 
Willy Ellison (RBUS 50), followed 
by Private Line's Isn't It Magic 
(RBUS 51) on May 11 and The 
English Boys' The Russians Arc 
Coming (RBUS 52) a week later. 

Red Bus, which has its own 
recording studios in North London, 
first scored 10 years ago with Mungo 
Jerry's In The Summertime. 

UA axes three UK jobs 
UNITED ARTISTS Music has closed down its UK professional 
department, with the immediate loss of three jobs. The company's 
general manager, Robin Taylor, is currently in South Africa on a 
private visit and has been made aware of the situation by Brian Yell, 
company secretary of United Artists Film Corporation, owners of the 
publishing company since the sale of the UA records division to EMI 
last year. 

The three staff who have left the companv are professional manager 
Billy McElroy, creative manager Mcyrick Smith and Steve Lanaway 
who was involved in tape copying. 

At present it is understood that UA Music will remain as an 
administration unit, presumably headed by Robin Taylor, 
concentrating on its extensive back catalogue. 

According to sources at UA's headquarters in Los Angeles, the 
London office was its "only one not currently successful". And 
United Artists Music in America insists that the London operation will 
be re-staffed at a later date. 

charted. Riot's Narila LP is rush- 
released this week. 

Jet's Ray Cooper believes that the 
success of heavy metal has a lot to 
do with the right promotion: "Our 
two main heavy metal groups arc 
Girl and Magnum. We arc confident 
of crossing Girl over to a mass 
appeal audience," he says. 

"Dealers arc still willing to stock 
albums in quantity that arc backed 
with good promotion and strong 
advertising. With Magnum s new 
live album. Marauder, we arc 
offering a low RRP with full dealer 
margin." 

Polydor's Rainbow have recently 
been enjoying their most successful 
chart period ever. The gold album. 
Down To Earth, is still well up in the 
chart and the singles taken from it 

On the move 

THE BPI is moving offices this week 
to new premises at 4ih Floor, 
Roxburghc House, 273-287 Regent 
Street. London W1R 8BN The new 
telephone number is 01-629 8642 
. . . Judy Tollon Publicity has 
moved to 1, Cathedral Street, 
London SE1. Telephone: 01-403 
1274/0872 . . . Rockburgh Records 
has moved premises to 134 Lots 
Road. SW10 (351 4333) as from this 
week and Pclcr Knight's 
Catalyst (Music Consultants) Ltd 
has moved to new offices from 
which he will be operating the UK 
operation of the Global Music 
Group. New address: 38 Biddulph 
Mansions, Biddulph Road. London 
\V9. Tel: 01-289 6337. 

both made the Top Fwenty. 
WEA has Van Halcn's Women 

And Children First and AC/DC's 
Highway To Hell in the chart. 

Phonogram product manager 
Alan Philips isn't surprised by the 
current interest in heavy metal 
music. "We first saw this trend a 
couple of years ago. particularly 
with the band Rush being on our 
roster, and decided to stay with it 
and spend money. In Rush's case it 
has certainly paid off with a lop 
three album which has also helped 
their back-catalogue so that they 
now have four silver LPs." 

He added: "As a company we 
have always been particularly strong 
in heavy rock, via such bands as 
Thin Lizzy, Status Quo, Black 
Sabbath. Rush, and now Def 
Leppard. I think that the real reason 
for the popularity of heavy metal 
music is that if you get into the 
music as a kid, then you stay with it 
as you get older, unlike other more 
'fashionable' styles of music." 

EMI has Wild Horses, who arc 
louring throughout this month and 
May, and have their first album, 
called Wild Horses (EMC 3326) 
released this week. The first 20.000 
copies are available at RRP £3.99. In 
addition the company has also been 
having chart success with Iron 
Maiden, and a heavy metal 
compilation called Metal For 
Muthas. 

And at CBS, a spokesman said: 
"The new Judas Priest album, 
British Steel, looks like becoming 
one of the biggest albums in the 
heavy metal market. It has even been 
outselling the Barbara Dickson 
album two to one and her LP came 
into the chart at number 13." 
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NEW ALBUM; 

'Do They Hurt?" ftflm 
The album will bo supported by a major marketing 

campaign: extensive press advertising; national billposter 
campaign; badges and venue displays. 
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RELEASE DATE: APRIL 18th 
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Hot Chocolate's first hit Single since their mammoth 
'Greatest Hits'album 

Available in full colour picture bag 
also as a limited edition 12" 

Kid Jensen's Record of the Week 

RAK 
RAK 310 

Order now fromyourU.A.salesmanor EMI Distribution Centre. 
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Studio Import breaks the 

over thirties age barrier 

Shoptalk 

by DAVE LAZELL 

WHILE DEALERS and 
record company executives 
alike bemoan the fact that 
the industry is missing out on 
a potentially huge older age 
group market, George 
Magdassian reckons he is 
helping to plug that gap with 
his Studio Import company. 

His main business is in deletions 
and coniinental labels. "Retailers 
find that our main customers are 
over 30 and thai is a market that is 
often neglected," he says. 

Magdassian's first experience of 
the music business was working at 
the HMV shop in Oxford Street, and 
he recalls his early embarrassment at 
not having heard of David Bowie. 
He soon became more knowledge- 
able and started his own company in 
August 1978, distributing the 
German Europa label which boasts 
compilation albums from artists 
such as Fleetwood Mac, Fats 
Domino, Little Richard, Ray 
Conniff. Johnny Cash. Dave 
Brubeck and Blood, Sweat and 
Tears. 

"1 was very fortunate to become 
distributor for Europa in the UK as 
they had enough faith in me to allow 
me credit in the early days," he 
explains. 

"After CRD went bust, 1 picked 
up on several lines it had distributed. 
This business is based on mutual 
trust and the failure of CRD made it 

very difficult to get customers. 
Dealers had an impression of CRD 
as a big company and so they were 
very suspicious of smaller companies 
like myself, wondering what sort of 
service we could provide. 

"We aim to deliver orders within 
two weeks, or tf items arc in stock, 
we will supply immediately. 

"Europa is still a new name and 
once dealers know it I'm sure they 
will become more interested. The 
dealer price is £1.50 with RRP at 
£2.50 for Europa product. 

Good demand 
"My first real breakthrough was 

getting distribution of Love Records 
from Finland. I told them there was 
a demand here and dealt directly 
with EMI in Finland which 
distributed them there." 

Magdassian also handles deletions 
and is surprised at the amount of 
product currently being deleted by 
UK companies. "1 only deal with 
titles that arc not in the UK 
companies' catalogues, but 1 believe 
there is a lot of life left in much of 
the product being deleted. 

"WEA for example are deleting a 
great deal at the mcment — from 
artists such as Aretha Franklin and 
Roberta Flack. I can understand the 
reasons for their not wanting to keep 
so many titles in stock, but I believe 
there is still a demand for back 

catalogue of artists like these, 
supplied by companies like mine. 

"I am not interested in parallel 
imports and don't want to 
antagonise the record companies as 1 
am anxious to export as well. 1 am 
hoping to expand the export side of 
the business as the pound decreases 
in value. 

"The bulk of my import trade is 
with France from companies such as 
RCA, WEA, CBS and Vogue, 
though I find it strange that there is 
some product that they won't supply 
even though it's not under licence in 
this country. 

"I reckon there is extra business 
to be done with this son of product 
and 1 have reduced my profit margin 
so that it would sell more easily," he 
adds. 

Studio Import has recently taken 
on Intercord from Germany and the 
pride of this selection for 
Magdassian is The Party Album — a 
live double featuring Alexis Korner 
plus artists like Eric Clapton, Chris 
Farlowe, Dick Heckstall-Smilh, 
Zoot Money and Paul Jones. 

Magdassian already supplies 
London retailers such as his former 
employers HMV, Virgin, Harrods, 
Dobell's, Collet's and some of the 
Harlequin chain. Apart from taking 
phone orders at his Kensington, 
London, office Magdassian also has 
a rep covering South East England 
and hopes to take on a rep based 
further north to cover the Midlands 
and the North. 
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mind- , u. . . „ . reD,ie(1 •.! can remember when staff "Thai's nothing, lady, I rep. eu. i ,, 
could give change of a qmd wi.hou. "s' ^| , of happy hunting 

,'m no. sure if record becoming as^ ^ onc 
group for consumer experts, but husband had paid 
hears. One well-spoken woman and .ha., in her 
aboul five quid for a record of .he Cahfornia sune a 
opinion, .here was no. a full symphony oiefiMlra on i.. 
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"Will .his record you have jus. sold me be alright for my record 
play er? I do not know if my record player 15 equipped for digitals. 

"Madam, digital records give a quality of reproduction hithcrt unknown to serious students of the musical art. . . . . ,9" 
"Well. . . can I put it onto autochange with my Mario Lanzas. 
When stereo discs became the standard, I must have exp am o 

hundreds of people that going stereo involved more than mercl> 
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fireplace. Still, there's one bright spot. 1 daresay many people who 
saw the programme got the idea that with direct cutting onto disc 
every record is individually recorded — Ine symphony orchestra 
wearily going through the Wagnerian hits whenever anyone wants to 
buv a copy. Don't make any jokes to that end, though. You ,n|ghl be 
believed by the somewhat confused consumer and gel more than 
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THE ONLY ONES 

I 

BABY'S GOT AGON 

THE NEWALBUM& CASSETTE 

FROM THE ONLYONES 

Their third. 

The best. 

With support to match 

©full page ads in the music press 
€ a comprehensive fly-posting campaign 
© a 21-date nationwide tour 
© posters at all stops on the tour 

The Only Ones' single 
FOOLS 
From the album and featuring Peter Perrett with Pauline Murray 
AVAILABLE IN A FULL-COLOUR PICTURE BAG 
The Only Ones 
Single 'Fools' CBS 8535 

I#; 

Album 'Baby 's Got A Gun' CBS 84089 
Cassette CBS 40-84089 
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Conductors' 

position put 

to union vote 
THE POSITION of non-union 
musicians directing and playing 
with union musicians in chamber 
groups — a controversy 
highlighted recently by Decca's 
Academy of Ancient 
Music/Hogwood Mozart 
Symphony series — is still 
unclear. 

A scries of motions have been 
passed by the London branch of 
the Musicians Union, but it is 
now being sent round the 
country for approval by all the 
other branches before being put 
on the agenda of the MU 
executive. And this, it is hoped, 
will finally clarify the position 
that affects not just authentic 
music groups, but more 
conventional ensembles such as 
the English Chamber Orchestra. 

The crucial motion the 
musicians arc now to vote on 
reads: "On an occasion when a 
conductor feels for reason of 
historical authenticy or musical 
efficiency, a group or orchestra 
shall be conducted or directed 
from his own instrument, this 
should be allowed, thus bringing 
them into line with non-union 
soloists or conductors who are 
able to perform with union 
groups." 

If the motion is passed by the 
MU, it will allow the status quo 
to continue, at least in relation to 
the Mozart Symphony series. But 
it does leave room for 
interpretation of the word 
"conductor". 

Perry leaves Meridian 

to launch new venture 

TED PERRY, the record 
producer and former Saga label 
director, has withdrawn from 
Meridian Records, the company 
he helped form two years ago, 
and has begun work on a new 
label, Hyperion. 

The news comes as a surprise to 
the classical industry because 
Meridian has been doing very well 
despite the slump. 

Since the release of the first 
collection of eight records in April 
1978, Meridian has proved to be an 
interesting mid-price label which not 
only met with critical approval, but 
also some commercial success. 

Perry explained this week that he 
felt that he had no choice but to 
withdraw because of disagreement 
within Meridian, which was set up 
by Perry, an anonymous backer and 
John Shutilcworth, a record 
producer who had worked for Saga 
on a freelance basis in the past, but 
who still holds the post of head of 
mathematics at Ellham College. 

The decision was not an easy one 
for Perry, and there was a 
suggestion that he would buy out the 
other two directors, but his offer 
was turned down. Perry admits that 
he has been very disillusioned by the 
affair and has contemplated leaving 
the record industry altogether 
despite his proven track record. 

Certainly, these last two years 
have not been easy. While spending 
his days working at Meridian, Perry 
financed himself by working as a 

minicab driver at night. He did not 
relish the idea of starting all over 
again with a new company, but as 
soon as the word filtered out that he 
had split from Meridian, various 
offers were made to him to start 
afresh. 

It is characteristic of Perry, who 
has always been an independent 
figure, that he has accepted an 
offer of financial support while 
retaining independent control — 
even though it condemns him to 
another two years of minicabbing at 
night. 

It is also significant that many 
artists who appeared on the 
Meridian Records have agreed to 
travel with Perry to Hyperion 
Records, which gives clear 
indication of Perry's intentions with 
Hyperion. 

"The artistic policy will be much 
the same as with Meridian," he 
explained. "There will be almost 
entirely classical records with a 
sprinkling of middle of the road. But 
the classical records will be very 
broadbascd, from early music to (he 
20ih century music, repertoire that is 
not well covered by anyone else, but 
which is, nevertheless, commercial." 

This is a very general approach 
but it has worked extremely well 
with Meridian, with recordings 
ranging from Clarinet Concertos by 
Mozart and Spohr played by Thea 
King and the ECO, to early English 
music played by the Extempore 
String Ensemble, and Schubert 
Songs arranged for piano solo by 

Liszt and played by John Bingham. 
Perry is now hard at work putting 

together the first release for 
Hyperion, and the first set can be 
expected in about six months rime. 

In the meantime, Meridian 
Records continues to be run by John 
Shuttleworth, and is distributed by 
Lugtons, London, and H R Taylor, 
Birmingham. 

The first of the Meridian cassettes 
are now available (covering eight of 
the best-selling titles), and four new 
releases have been announced, 
including the two record set, Songs 
from A. E. Houseman's A 
Shropshire Lad, a collection of 39 
songs by various composers from E. 
J. Moeran to Bax and Ireland. 

A typically inspired Perry idea, 
the set features the young baritone 
Graham Trew, with Roger Vignolcs, 
piano and the Coull String Quartet 
(E77031) retailing at the special price 
of £6.90 until June. 

Bartok boom 
THE CENTENARY of the birth of 
Bela Bartok is 1981, and predictably 
there will be many new Bartok 
records, books and performances. 
They will be headed by a historical 
project, Bartok Plays, being 
undertaken in Hungary which brings 
together all (he recordings in which 
the composer played. It will be 
edited by Laszlo Somfai, head of 
the Bartok Archives, and the highly 
regarded young pianist Zoltan 
Kocsis. 

The Temple 

Tradition 

carries on 
IN 1927, the dislinguished 
organisl Dr George Thalben-Ball 
directed a famous recording by 
the chorister Ernest Lougb of 
Mendelssohn's Hear My Prayer 
with (be Choir of the Temple 
Church, London. And now a 
record has been made of the 
same choir and director but with 
a new boy chorister, 12-year-old 
Michael Ginn. 

The record. The Temple 
Tradition actually celebrates 
centuries of music at the Temple 
Church, starting with two works 
by John Stanley, the brilliant 
blind 18th century organisl, to 
the Inner Temple, and closing 
with Kerygma, a work written in 
1979 by Malcolm Williamson, 
Master of the Queen's Music, to 
mark Dr Thalben-Ball's 60 years 
of service as organisl and 
choirmaster to the Temple. 

What's more, Lough himself is 
still an active musician and sings 
in all the choral works featured 
in the recordings. 

The two works by Stanley arc 
the Concertos No 4 and 6; other 
pieces in the disc include Sursum 
Corder by Thalben-Ball himself, 
written in 1947 and first 
performed by the BBC Choral 
Society and Orchestra and the 
BBC Singers under Sir Adrian 
Boult; and works by Walford 
Davies and Mendelssohn. 

The Temple Tradition is 
available from The Temple Trust 
Record Distribution Office, 7 
Cleveland Row, London SW1, 
and retails at £5.49. 
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