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Mid-price LPs 

out in force 

THE INDUSTRY is looking 
increasingly to mid-price and 
budget albums to boost sales 
in the vital run-up to 
Christmas. 

Following last week's 
announcement that the Beatles are 
to be Icatured on the budget Music 
for Pleasure label, comes news that 
the Rolling Stones are to appear on a 
mid-price label for the first time. 

A Rolling Stones compilation. 
Solid Rock (TAB 1), is to head 
Decca's new mid-price series. Tracks 
include such hits as Satisfaction, I 
Wanna Be Your Man, Not Fade 
Away, Get Off My Cloud, Jumpin' 
Jack Flash and Honky Tonk 
Woman. Other albums in the TAB 
series include titles by Tom Jones, 
Vera Lynn, Jacques Loussier and 
Benny Goodman. 

Decca is planning yet another 
mid-price launch for November 
which will feature archive material 
from A1 Bowlly, Geraldo, Adelaide 
Hall and various dance bands. 

Phonogram, which has had past 
successes with the Sonic and Philips 
International labels has introduced a 
new mid-price outlet, Reflection 
with the first three releases from 
Rod Stewart, Dusty Springfield and 
Nana Mouskouri. 

Creole is about to launch a new 
mid-price label which will feature 
20-track compilations by such names 

as Ruby Winters and Desmond 
Dekker. Charisma is planning 
further releases on its recently 
established Repeat Performance 
series which launched with 
Hawkwind, Van Der Graaf 
Generator and a various artists 
compilation. 

The RCA International series has 
now been expanded to some sixty 
lilies. The Elvis Presley Christmas 
album in its original sleeve is the 
latest addition to the pre-Christmas 
release schedule. Also upcoming is 
20 Terrific Twangers from Duane 
Eddy. 

CBS has revamped its CBS- 
Embassy line and artists on 
catalogue now include Donna 
Summer, Chicken Shack, The Byrds 
and Dr. Hook along with older 
material from Tony Bennett, Ray 
Conniff and Percy Faith. 

Polydor has recently issued mid- 
price albums by the Bee Gees (The 
Bee Gees First), The Hollies, Gloria 
Gaynor, Roger Whiltaker, Oscar 
Peterson and the Steve Gibbons 
Band. 

Meanwhile, leading budget label 
Pickwick has announced an 
extensive campaign for its autumn 
releases which include albums by 
Earth Wind & Fire, Buddy Holly, 
Tammy Wynette, Lena Martell, The 
Faces, Barren Knights and Guys 'N' 
Dolls, (see full marketing details in 
page 2). 

Q 
A PA RT FROM any other well-publicised personal reasons for visiting London 
last week, Diana Ross also mined a considerable amount of precious metal in 
the form of a platinum disc for 20 Golden Greats, and silver discs for Upside 
Down, My Old Piano and Diana. Looking pleased, but unable to equal Ms 
Ross's dazzling toothsome smile, is Motown International chief Peter Prince. 

WEA taking on staff 

for new sales team 
ONLY EIGHT weeks after sacking 
100 staff, (MW, July 12-19) WEA is 
planning a new tele-sales team and is 
advertising for staff to run it. 

The new operation will be based at 
WEA's distribution centre at 
Alperton and will number nine or 
ten tele-sales canvassers under the 
direction of Marion Green who 
becomes telephone sales manager, 
reporting to sales director Mike 
Heap. 

Heap told Music Week. "What 
we are doing is to split the two 
operations of order-taking and 

selling. Until now, both functions 
have been handled by the one team. 

"We were forced to make cut- 
backs in our sales force because of 
the economic situation, but we don't 
want to cut back on our service to 
dealers. 

"The new team will sell and 
promote to dealers all WEA product 
— new releases, back catalogue, 
singles, albums and tapes and, later, 
video product. We will cover all 
dealers, particularly those accounts 
not served in the field." 

Stronger 

chart powers 

sought 
THE BPI charts committee is to 
make recommendations to the BPI 
Council today (17) for ways to 
strengthen the chart code of 
conduct and to increase its powers 
to sanction companies which 
breach it. 
These proposals had been mooted 
some time before the allegations of 
fraudulent falsification of the chart 
contained in recent TV 
programmes, stresses chart 
committee chairman Tony Morris. 
The committee is also seeking ways 
of increasing the size of the panel 
of chart return dealers, and is 
urging panel members to adhere to 
their own code of conduct. 
Presentations to the BPI, BBC, 
and Music Week by companies 
competing for a new "industry 
chart" contract when the present 
contract with BMRB ends later this 
year arc to be heard in the first 
week of October. 
BMRB will be re-applying for the 
contract and other organisations 
pitching for it will be RSGB, 
Gallup and Record Business. 
• The code of conduct committee 
enquiring into the allegations of 
fraudulent falsification of the chart 
met again last week but did not 
issue a press statement. 

Blood under fire on discounting 

PYE/PRT A & R director John 
House leaves the company this 
Friday (19) and is the latest in a 
number of departures from the 
company. Industry speculation 
suggests the future of PRT as a 
fully-operational record 
company may be open to some 
doubt. 

STRONG OBJECTIONS from an 
indie retailer in Newcastle, Staffs, to 
the retail pricing policies of 
wholesaler Terry Blood (also based 
in Newcastle) have brought 
accusations of unfair competition 
against those who both wholesale 
and retail records. 

Clivc Alexander, of The Music 
Shop in Ironmarket, Newcastle 
referred to a series of advertisements 
in the Potteries local paper, The 
Evening Sentinel, which have 
regularly listed heavily discounted 
titles available at the Blood retail 
shops in Hanley and Stoke. Single 
albums (from reasonably good 
catalogue titles to current or last 
albums from well-known artists) are 
offered for as little as 99p and £1.99 
— although the majority listed are at 
£2.99 or £3.99. During one offer 
Top 75 singles were offered for 79p 
and other ads offer them for 89p. 

Alexander complained: "The 
majority of the albums are for sale 
at a price much below the dealer 
price direct from the companies. I 
consider it wrong firstly that any 
wholesaler should be directly 
connected with retail outlets, selling 
product obtained at below dealer 
price because of their wholesale 
position. A dealer should be a 

wholesaler or a retailer but not 
both." 

His approaches to the record 
companies had, he went on, "only 
got the most negative of results". He 
added: "The only conclusions we 
can reach is that the albums on offer 
are imports ... or that the product 
is legitimate and has been sold to Mr 
Blood at a price allowing him to 
make discounts bordering on the 
ridiculous." 

Blood made it clear that he 
regarded his position as 
unquestionably that of a 
businessman fighting the effects of 
trade slump. 

"We have done these adverts to 
increase trade. All our LPs arc sold 
at what we term a competitive price 
— and that's not usually below 
dealer price. But some are at 
specially low prices; these arc 
overstocks, or have been chosen as 
emotional levers to impress the 
public and make them come to us. 
Unfortunately we have got into a 
position where we are all selling our 
new albums too cheaply — but for 
each of us it's a case of 'if you don't 
do it your competitors will lake all 
the trade!' " Blood pointed to what 
he termed "suicidal discounting" ail 
over the country, quoting among 

other things the Our Price policy of 
dropping £1.60 from their top LPs. 

Taking Alexander's other points 
he added: "I am not in the habit of 
dealing in imports. As for using my 
position as a wholesaler to benefit 
myself as a retailer, let's get this 
thing in perspective. If I was doing 
this on a national basis then there 
might be some justification for that 
allegation; if I were an Our Price, 
Virgin or HMV. You could as well 
as "Should a manufacturer be a 
retailer?' Everyone in every 
business is trying to de-stock because 
of the slump, so we must try and sell 
our records as attractively and 

. cheaply as possible." 
Among comments from other 

indies near the Blood shops was that 
of Mike Lloyd (at one time Blood's 
partner): "It's killing business 
locally." 

Wynd-Up chief Colin Rcilly — 
who also owns three retail shops, 
and like Blood acts as a wholesaler 
for a national chain which bought 
him out, said: "1 would not 
countenance any of my retail shops 
undercutting local indies. On no 
occasion have we passed on our 
discount advantage as wholesalers to 
any of our shops. I don't believe in 
cutting off the hand that feeds me." 
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Springsteen 

launches 

double LP 
THE NEW Bruce Springsteen 
CBS double-album, The River, 
his first release for more than 
two years, will be the subject of 
a national window display 
during October. In addition 
there will be a teaser-ad 
campaign. Other albums from 
the CBS and Epic labels will 
also be given special promotion. 
They include Gilbert 
O'Sullivan's first album for the 
company. Off Centre, produced 
by Gus Dudgeon, the Earth 
Wind & Fire LP Faces, The 
Four Buckcteers. featuring the 
cast of Tiswas and which will 
be featured on all the TV 
shows, and a new LP from 
Steve Forbert, the first 10,000 
copies of which will include a 
special David Oxtoby print of 
Forbert. 
An album from Adam And The 
Ants, called Kings Of The Wild 
Frontier, will feature a special 
catalogue in the first 10,000 
copies. 

Darts compilation from Magnet 
■ nruiC" CIRisT 70.000 CC 

NEW ALBUMS from 
Matchbox. Bad Manners 
and Alibi, plus a greatest hits 
album from Darts are the 
main ingredients of Magnet's 
autumn campaign. Details of 
these upcoming releases were 
revealed by Magnet's head of 
sales and marketing, Graham 
Mabbutt, at last week's PRT 
sales conference. 

The Matchbox LP, Midnite 
Dynamos, which features 13 
rockabilly tracks including the next 
single, When You Ask About Love 
(MAG 191), will be backed with a 
"tremendous campaign" including 
press ads, competitions and free 
sew-on patchers for punters. 

In November, the next Bad 
Manners album, currently being 

recorded, will be released. The 
producer continues to he Roger 
Lomas who was responsible for not 
only the previous Bad Manners 
albums, but also for Selecter and 
The Specials. 

Alibi arc a new signing to Magnet. 
They already have a single, Friends 
(MAG 173), on release. Stated 
Mabbutt: "Their single is slower to 
break than we had hoped for, but 
the vibes on it are still extremely 
good and we arc slicking with it and 
are hoping to break it during the 
forthcoming month. We do have an 
album ready for release, but it 
makes much more sense to have a hit 
single first." 

Darts' Greatest Hits, described by 
Mabbutt as "yet another massive 
autumn seller", is released October 
17 with "a fully comprehensive 
marketing campaign". Darts will be 

Big names feature in 

Pickwick's schedule 

Money's back 
ZOOT MONEY releases his first 
solo album in ten years, Mr Money 
(LUNE 1), on Magic Moon Records. 
The LP has been licensed from Paul 
McCartney's MPL Communications 
company and is produced by Jim 
Diamond — it will be first of a 
trilogy of Zoot Money albums for 
the label. Money performs a special 
concert at The Venue on September 
26. 

A NATIONAL advertising 
campaign will promote Pickwick's 
biggest-ever release schedule next 
month. The budget company will be 
moving into the autumn market with 
12 single albums (retailing at £1.99 
each) and eight double-albums 
(£3.99). 

Among the names appearing on 
Pickwick albums are Ray Charles, 
Earth Wind & Fire, Buddy Holly, 
Tammy Wynette, Bob Newhart, 
Guys 'n' Dolls, Lena Martell, the 
Barron Knights and The Faces 

featuring Rod Stewart, and Mary 
O'Hara. In addition there will be 
several hits compilation sets. 

Pickwick managing director 
Monty Lewis said that the company 
would also be launching a new logo, 
Pickwick Super Stars. 

"This is our biggest release yet, 
and we naturally expect to do very 
well with the artists and hits that we 
have featured on the product. " 

Promotion includes a nationwide 
radio campaign, in-store displays 
and special dumper bins. 
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Marketing 

undertaking a UK tour to lie in with 
the releases. 

In his presentation, Mabbutt also 
mentioned Taj Mahal — "our first 
signing from America who has 
broadened Magnet's musical base 
and has brought even more 
credibility to the label", new signing 
The G.B. Band, and Chris Rea who 
is currently in the recording studio. 

Mabbutt concluded: "During the 
past eight months there has been an 
incredible relationship between PRT 
and Magnet and 1 am sure that 
during the coming months this will 
grow and develop even stronger." 
THE GAP Band release their 
follow-up single to the Top Ten 
success Oops Upside Your Head — 
the double A-side release will feature 
a re-mixed version of Party Lights 
and Baby Baba Boogie which was a 
disco hit last year. The single is 
available on seven and 12-inch 
(Mercury MER 37 and MERX 37) 
and the latter will be picture sleeved. 
NEWCASTLE BAND Stiletto have 
signed with Mercury and their first 
single, Someone Like You, (MER 
34) is released this week. The first 
5,000 copies will be picture-bagged. 
AFTER SEVERAL years with CBS, 
Tina Charles has now signed with 
Polydor Records and releases her 
first single for the label, Turn Back 
The Hands Of Time. (POSP 162). 
As with her previous hits, she has 
been produced by Biddu. 
VIRGIN RELEASES a Gillan 
double-pack single on September 26. 
Featured tracks arc Trouble, Mr 
Universe, Vengeance Smoke On The 
Water and Your Sister's On My List. 
Three of the tracks were recorded 
live at the Reading Festival last 
month. 

THE FIRST 20,000 copies of (he 
new Skids album, The Absolute 
Game, released on Virgin this week, 
include a bonus mini-12" album 
with 12 additional tracks. 
HEAVY METAL band Atomic 
Rooster's 1971 hits, Devils Answer 
and Tomorrow Night, arc to be re- 
released, coupled with a third track, 
Can't Take No More, on a new B & 
C single (BCS 21) on September 19, 
tying in with the start of a six-week 
UK tour by the re-formed band. 
Also re-released is the double album 
Home To Roost (CRD 2). 
EARLY 1970's Judge Dread hits are 
re-released on an EP in the Maxi- 
Trojan series. The title track is The 
Big One and also included arc Big 6, 
Big 7 and Big 8 (TMX 4011). 
STIFF RELEASES for September 
include singles by Joe King 
Carrasco, Bucna (BUY 88) in picture 
bag and also in 12"/78 rpm format 
limited edition version (CROWN I); 
Rumour's I Don't Want The Night 
To End (BUY 92) in pic bag; The 
Mexicano's Trial By Television 
(BUYIT 93), a limited edition 12" 
also in 7" (BUY 93), written and 
produced by Eddy Grant; The 
Plasmatics' Monkey Suit (BUY 91) 
with first 40,000 copies in red and 
yellow vinyl and pic bag. 
THE FIRST 10,000 copies of Linda 
Clifford's single, Red Light — taken 
from the soundtrack album for the 
film Fame — will be available in 
picture sleeves. In addition (here will 
also be a 12-inch full-length version, 
featuring a different B-side, Hi Hot 
Lunch Jam. Catalogue numbers: 
RSO 64 and RSOX 64. 
BECAUSE OF "good response" to 
the Norman Connors single, which 
was released both as a 12-inch and a 
seven-inch. Arista is rush releasing 
the artist's LP, Take It to the Limit 
(AL 9534). 
THE FIRST record release for some 
time from Charisma's greatest 
eccentric artist, Viv Stanshall, is to 
be a single — Terry Keeps His Clips 
On c/w King Cripple (CB 373) — 
released on September 13. It is a 
taster from his forthcoming LP. 
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SHEEN A EASTON, with Modern 
Girl and 9 To 5 both in the singles 
chart, recently visited the EMI 
factory at Hayes, and is pictured 
here at the distribution centre with 
members of the telephone sales 
team. A tour and third single are 
currently being planned. 

Blues film 
THE BLUES Band is to be featured 
in a 30-mmuic documentary-style 
film, which is intended to gel 
national distribution alongside 
another ITC release in December. 
The picture is the result of a deal 
between Ray Williams of WKLG 
Artists Management and Bernic 
Kingham of ITC Entertainments. 
About half the film, which deals 
with the band's self-promoted 
career, comprises live footage. 

The new Blues Band single, Find 
Yourself Another Fool c/w Sus 
Blues, is released this week. 

Absolutely 

Madness 
STIFF RELEASES Absolutely, the 
second Madness album, on 
September 26. The album, (SEEZ 
29) includes (he current single Baggy 
Trousers. The last Madness album. 
One Step Beyond, was released on 
October 30 1979. It has since been in 
the charts for 44 consecutive weeks. 

The marketing campaign for 
Absolutely includes: Two waves of 
flyposting up and down the country; 
promotional T-shirts and badges; at 
least 300 in-store displays which will 
consist of mobiles, posters and 
sleeves; ads in all (he weekly music 
papers over a six week period; ads in 
assorted football programmes and 
on London buses; a joint promotion 
with Jackie maga/ine. 

PAGE 2 



Damned 2-LP 

from EMI 
UP-COMING UK repertoire 
product from EMI, presented at 
Its recent sales meeting includes: 
a new album from The Damned 
on the Chiswick label, a double 
entitled The Black Album; a 
second Cockney Rejects album 
and a new wave compilation 
album, Oi. A heavy metal 
compilation, Heavy Duty 
featuring Whitesnake, Iron 
Maiden, Scorpions and Wild 
Horses is also set for October 
release alongside Dennis 
Waterman's first album for EMI 
and a new Max Boycc LP. 

Due from Bronxe arc albums 
by Manfred Mann's Earthband, 
Hawkwind and Motorhead. 
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Toots to release live LP 

day after London gig 

,/mMusical 

M Chairs 

TOOTS & THE Maytals are to record a live album 
at London's Hammersmith Palais at the end of this 
month — and release it the following afternoon. 

"This will be the fastest live album ever," claims an 
Island spokesman, "copies of the album will be in the 
shops by mid afternoon, the day after the gig." 

The band plays at the Palais on September 29. The 
concert will be recorded with the aid of a mobile studio 
and three hours, from 11pm to 2am has been allowed for 
producer Alex Sadkin (Bob Marlcy, Third World etc.) to 
mix the tapes. The album will then be cut at the Sound 
Clinic, Hammersmith, from 2 to 4am, 

Zomba signs 

The Beat 
THE FAST-EXPANDING Zomba 
Management and Publishers have 
concluded three more new signings 
to its music publishing division. 

The Beat, whose debut album 1 
Just Can't Stop It, has been in the 
chart for over four months and has 
gained a gold disc, are signed to 
Zomba in a worldwide publishing 
agreement. 

"The Beat represent a very 
significant signing for Zomba as we 
believe the writers have the basis for 
universal appeal. This is already 
being seen with emergent sales in the 
European territories, a key additive 
in today's difficult trading 
conditions," said Zomba's Ralph 
Simon. 

Also newly-signed by Zomba is a 
worldwide publishing agreement 
with producer/songwriter Robin 
Scott for all titles recorded by the 
group M. This deal includes the 
group's massive-selling international 
hit Pop Muzik for several territories, 

Zomba's third deal is with 
funk act Locksmith. 

From Hammersmith, the lacquers will be taken to the 
Gedmel factory in Leicester to be converted into 
stampers. This process is due to be finished at 10am. The 
album will then be pressed at Statctune in 
Wellingborough from 10.30am to 12.30pm, with finished 
copies delivered to shops in Coventry — where the band 
will be playing — by mid-afternoon. 

Sleeves for the album have been prepared in advance, 
although labels with complete track listing will be printed 
the morning after the show. Only, 1,000 copies of the 
album will be pressed, and each copy will be numbered. 
Catalogue number is TOOTS 1. 

a 

Prior quits 
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ZOMBA MUSIC publishers were on 
hand at Heathrow Airport to 
wish bon voyage to their new 
signing, The Beat, just prior to 
the band leaving for their first 
tour of the US with The 
Pretenders. Pictured at the 
check-in desk: Everett Morion, 
John Mostyn (manager of The 
Beat), Ralph Simon of Zomba, 
Saxa, David ' 'Blockhead'' 
Wright, Dave Welling, Ranking 
Roger and A ndy Cox. 
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ALVIN LEE has signed a worldwide 
(excluding US and Canada) 
recording deal with Avatar Records 
and is pictured with the label's co- 
chairmen, Robert Patterson and Jon 
Brewer. - 
CHRISTIE MUSIC has signed a 
pressing and distribution deal with 
Spartan. The first two releases, out 
this month, are Walk On By by Don 
Estellc (DON 1) which ties in with a 
new TV series of It Ain't Half Hot 
Mum, and The Green Cross Code 
Song by David Prowse & The Green 
Cross Code Kids which will feature 
in a big promotion by Rospa. 

AS FROM this month, ZigZag will 
be available through the HMV 
record shop chain. The magazine is 
also running a special promotion 
with \VH Smith in the London area 
over the next four months. 

STAGE ONE Records has signed an 
exclusive distribution deal with Go 
Records for The Go Song by The 
Citizens Banned. 
JOHN HOLLJDAY, formerly 
bassist with The Young Ones, has 
signed a recording and publishing 
deal with Bridge House Records and 
Bridge House Music. The first single 
You Are The Power has been 
completed and is scheduled for 
release in late October. An album 
will follow early next year. 

Music g 

Deals p 

GLOBAL RECORDS, a division of 
Peter Kirsten's Munich-based 
Global Music Group, has acquired 
The Citizens' single Satisfy The 
Citizens from Cavalcade 
Productions. It will be re-issued in 
Britain on Epic through the 
company's licensing deal with CBS. 

NEON MARKETING And 
Communications, a new PR 
company formed by Bruce Welch 
and Brian Oliver, will handle several 
projects on behalf of the Mervyn 
Conn Organisation — including the 
17-daie Nashville Cavalcade Show 
and Conn's new label Mervyn Conn 
Presents. 

PRODUCER AND sound engineer 
John Brand has signed a 
management agreement with John 
Collins' Golden image Company. 
He is currently in the studio with 
The Ruts and will also be working 
with US band Socco and Red 
Lightning signing The Wasters. 
HOWARD HARDING at Baslablcs 
now has been retained as PR man 
for (he Dooleys, the Dance Band 
and Chas Jankcl, former Ian Dury 
and the Blockheads keyboards 
player. Harding also already 
represents the Blues Band, and 
Larry Utlal's Earlobe Records. 
MODERN MANAGEMENT, part 
of the Modern Enterprises set-up has 
taken over the management of The 
Skids who are currently in the singles 
chart with Circus Games. 

Moves.. 

ORIGINAL RECORDS, Original 
Music and Daylight Robbery 
Management have moved offices to 
2 Bloomsbury Place, London WC1. 
Tel: 01-580 6996/7/8. 
M&M MUSIC (Mr. & Mrs. Music), 
the publishing company run by Tony 
Hatch and Jackie Trent, is now 
located at 3rd Floor, 58 Paddington 
Street, London W1M 3RR (01-486 
9595). 
SECRET RECORDS has moved 
offices and is now based at 52a 
Princess Street, Luton, Bedfordshire 
(Luton 32219). Acts signed to the 
label include Brian Brain, 
Temporary Title, The Civilians, 
Baby Patrol and Zoe Nicholas. 

TONY PRIOR has resigned as 
managing director of The Who 
Group Ltd together with various 
other directorships within the 
group. Prior is leaving to 
concentrate on his own production 
activities through his company 
Claude Hopper Productions 
(09328-62688). 

Howard Campbell, formerly with 
EMI, has set up his own record 
promotions company and plans to 
concentrate on working for the 
independent labels. HHC 
Promotions can be contacted at 3 
Old Farm Road, West Drayton, 
Middlesex. Tel: West Drayton 
46425 . . . MCA product manager 
Ray Still leaving to join the 
CapitoI/UA (US)/EMI America 
promotion team . . . Ashley Ahram 
to product manager Record 
Merchandisers, replacing David 
Buckley who recently left the 
company. Abram will be assisted in 
the product department by David 
Phillips . . . Graham Betls, PRT 
press officer, has been appointed 
Calibre label manager following the 
departure of Dave McAlecr to 
launch a new label for DJM. Betts 
will also have responsibility for 
R&B press . . . John Holman, 
formerly with Phonogram, has 
been appointed head of promotion 
at Bellaphon, reporting to 
managing director Robin Taylor. 
Several people have also been 
appointed to the company's sales 
force: Steve Bidcn, Nicki Denaro 
and Julian Stolarski (all ex-PRT) 
and Steve Oakcs (ex-Pinnacle) , . , 
Vernon Cooper, formerly with Pye, 
to DJM as publishing promotions 
manager . . . Vernon Rossiter to 
the Zomba group of companies as 
accountant. Melanie Matthews 
joins Zomba as office co-ordinator, 
based at Battery Studios and Derek 
Sticklcn joins as maintenance 
manager. 

WYND-UP RECORDS 
& 

ACCESSORIES DIVISION 

Dear Dealer 
We invite you to visit any of our product 
presentation venues as detailed below 

BRISTOL 
Holiday Inn 
NEWCASTLE 
Gosforth Park Hotel 
GLASGOW 
Albany Hotel 
LEEDS 
Queens Hotel 
MANCHESTER 
Piccadilly Hotel 
BIRMINGHAM 
Albany Hotel 
LONDON 
Kensington Town 

ThurslSSept 12noon-10pm 

Wed 1 Oct 12 noon-10 pm 

Thurs2 0ct 12 noon-10 pm 

MonOOct 12 noon-10 pm 

Wed 8 Oct 12 noon-10 pm 

TuesMOct 12 noon-10 pm 

Thurs 16 Oct 
Hall and Fri 17 Oct 

12 noon-10 pm 
10 am-9.30 pm 

Wynd-Up 14 Birch Lane, Longsight, 
Manchester. 

Tel; 061-224 2823. 
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Live Rory Gallagher 

IP heads Chrysalis' 

Autumn schedule 
AUTUMN RELEASES from 
Chrysalis include new albums 
from Blondie, The Specials and 
the newly re-formed Steeleye 
Span. 

But top of the list is the first live 
album from Rory Gallagher for six 
years. Rory Gallagher-Slagcslruck is 
released on September 26, co- 
inciding with the heaviest lour that 
artist has done for several years. The 
first 20,000 copies of the LP will 
include a free single, Hell Cat c/w 
Nothing But The Devil. The B side is 
a track licensed from Capital Radio, 
which Gallagher played on the 
Richard Digance folk show, and all 
proceeds from it are being donated 
to Capital's Help A London Child 
charily. 

To emphasise The Specials' 
attempt to broaden and change their 
music, the title of their new album, 
More Specials, which is released on 
October 3, was the final letter of the 

word More obscured by a flash 
promoting the single — leaving 
MOR. The first 100,000 copies 
contain a free copy of the Braggin' 
and Tryin' c/w Rude Boys Out Of 
Jail single. Display packs will be 
available to order, and full page ads 
in the pop press (and probably the 
national press nearer to Christmas) 
will support release; as does the 28- 
date tour by the band, which started 
on September 13 and ends on 
October 16. 

Two albums scheduled for 
October 10 are the soundtrack of 
Babylon, the film which Chrysalis 
co-produced, and an as yet until led 
Babys LP. Flyposting and music 
press ads will support Babylon, and 
the film release is at the end of 
October. This LP will have a list 
price of £3.99. 

The last batch, of three LPs, will 
be released on October 24, The New 
Blondie album, produced by Mike 
Chapman, has yet to be titled. 

THE RECORD retailer Beggars 
Banquet is offering its customers a 
unique rental scheme using VCL and 
Intervision catalogue — although 
this could be extended to other 
product. 

Under the scheme, the company 
will offer 100 cassettes when the 
customer becomes a member of the 
video library at £25 for six months. 
He or she is then issued with a 
library card which acts as a deposit 
on each rental and is forfeited if the 
cassette is damaged or not relumed. 

The scheme is being launched 
initially in Beggars Banquet's Earls 
Court branch but will later be 

Pinnacle scraps minimum 

order surcharge 
PINNACLE RECORDS has dropped its minimum order surcharge to 
"suit current market conditions", following a decision to reduce the 
charge to £10 several months ago. 

At the same time, the company is expanding its sales force and re- 
organising its tele-sales force so the staff deal with the country area by 
area. General manager Tony Berry said this is to build up a better 
rapport with dealers and allow a quicker service if a record gels on to a 
local radio piaylist. 

"We decided to abolish the minimum order charge because the 
Eighties is proving a lough period for everyone, and I want to ensure 
that nothing gels in the way of Pinnacle Records getting to every 
dealer in the country," said Berry. "If a dealer only wants two records 
he may use the surcharge as a reason not to buy them." 

Pinnacle is also getting involved in more direct mailing orders, and 
is expanding with new label signings later this year. 

* N? 

GETTING A record contract these days is not easy but Bellaphon Records 
managing director Robin Taylor says these strapping young ladies really did 
not have to put the arm on him to persuade him to sign the trio Data whose 
first record, Fall Out (BPS 001) is also Bellaphon's first UK release. Data is led 
by the young man with the pen, Georg Kajanus, formerly with Sailor, who also 
wrote and produced the single, and Frankie and Phyl Bouldng, daughters of 
film producer John Bouldng. 

MCPS calls for tape 

levy in magazine ad 
SIXTY THOUSAND free C60 blank casseues are being given away with the 
October issue of the consumer magazine Hi Fi For Pleasure. 

And the same issue contains a half-page advertisement, donated to the 
MCPS by the magazine's publishers, setting out the case for a blank tape levy. 

The advertisement details the figures of estimated sales lost through home- 
taping and points out that the recently discontinued Amateur Recording 
Licence produced a gross revenue of less than £15,000 in the year up to July 
1980. 

"The only solution is a copyright levy on all blank tape sold in the United 
Kingdom," says the MCPS message. 

• AT LAST week's Mechanical Rights Society council meeting it was admitted 
that the MCPS is no longer in a position to issue licences for amateur home 
recording, following the BPI's withdrawal from the scheme. A suitable letter is 
being drafted for despatch to current licence holders and any new applicants, 
and the MCPS is to devote its efforts to the campaign to obtain legislation for a 
levy on blank tape sales. 

Beggars Banquet sets 

up video rental scheme 
extended to other shops. Director 
Nick Austin explained that as far as 
the customer is concerned there is 
only one rental system for the two 
companies' differing operations. 
The shop itself will then fulfil the 
companies' obligations. 

"As far as we're concerned it is 
two types of paper work," he said. 
"Although for the punter it is simply 
one video club that he can belong 
to." 

Ironically, the company cannot 
offer its own Gary Numan cassette 
— distributed through the company 
and WEA — for contractual 
reasons. 

B0TB ups Midem offer 

THE BRITISH Overseas Trade Board has improved its offer 
concerning the joint venture for a UK music publishers stand at 
Midem in January {Music Week August 23). 

The BOTB is now prepared to support the stand by paying the full 
space rental, including French VAT. Negotiations with the Midem 
office have resulted in a reduction of the participation fee, and the 
Music Publishers Association describes these concessions as making 
the project "more realistic" in terms of cost. 

The stand will comprise 17 units, and a minimum of eight 
companies must participate if the scheme is to proceed. The cost to 
individual companies if the total remains at eight will be £816 (£720 if 
on first or second joint venture) and if the full 17 units are booked, the 
cost per company will be £384 (£339). 

Terms and conditions will be the same as those applying to 
individual stand-renters. Any publisher interested should telephone 
Janice Cable at MPA immediately (01-831 7591). 

Bostock's import 

undertaking 

BOSTOCK RECORDS of 
Huddersfield last week gave an 
undertaking in the High Court not 
to import or sell copies of four LPs 
manufactured in Canada. The 
undertaking will remain in force 
until a further hearing in October of 
the action being brought by 
Phonogram against Bostock. 

The counsel for Bostock told Mr 
Justice Dillon that the undertaking 
was being given as a "matter of 
convenience" and was in no way an 
admission of liability. 

The four disputed albums arc Dire 
Straits' Dire Straits, Look Hear by 
lOcc and Fighting and Bad 
Reputation by Thin Lizzy. 

RECORD MERCHANDISERS has 
spent over £100,000 on installing a 
new catalogue order processing 
system at its Hayes distribution 
centre. 

"The scheme," says RM, "is the 
latest phase in a massive £250,000 
investment programme over the last 
two years, designed to substantially 
improve its services to customers. It 
also means that RM now has one of 
the most sophisticated order 
processing operations for records 
and tapes in the UK." 

The latest leg of the programme 
involves the installation of a flexible 
on-line picking and packing system 
in which orders are picked and 
packed onto a moving conveyor 
bell. 
THE NEW Three Degrees album, 
Gold, is credited jointly to K- 
tel/Ariola, and is being promoted in 
the ATV region from September 29 
follwoing a successful debut in the 
Granada area. 

Side 1, produced by Giorgio 
Morodei and Harold Faltermeyer, 
comprises studio recordings, and the 
flip was recorded during the trio's 

News in 

brief... 

Royal Albert Hall concert last 
October, accompanied by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra and 
produced by Robin Blanchflower. 

There will be a national roll-out 
following the ATV week, and the 
commercial being screened was 
filmed during the Three Degrees' 
last UK tour. 
A MEETING of independent video 
companies will take place today (17) 
to decide on nominees for election to 
the British Video Association (BVA) 
council. 

This follows some companies' 
dissatisfaction with the proposed 
BVA constitution, but this meeting 
will open to record companies and 
will be open to record companies 
and will .be "informal", according 
to one company director, Bruce 
Higham of Captain Video. 

The meeting was also to have 
discussed the proposed election 
period which was to run through the 
Video period. This has now been 
extended to run through the 
following week as well, according to 
temporary chairman Maurice 
Oberstein. The £500 membership fee 
is also likely to be discussed. 
A SOMEWHAT inconclusive 
Mechanical Rights Society council 
meeting last week decided to pursue 
further discussions with the BPI on 
the subject of RRP abolition and the 
need to decide a new basis for the 
calculation of royalties. 

The MRS negotiating committee 
later met its BPI equivalent and they 
agreed to provide each other with 
statistical information on the subject 
of RRP. An MRS spokesman told 
Music Week that further 
negotiations were expected on the 
matter without delay. 
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Dealers like experimental 

Tip Sheet 'sampler' 

AN ARTIST who has always been happy to ailend regional presentations of 
his new albums to the trade is Cliff Richard and he is pictured here at a 
reception in Birmingham for his I'm No Hero LP. Among the retailers and 
assistants grouped around him are Barry Gold, of S. Gold & Son in East 
London (far right) and John Frieson, of Record Scene, Ashford (third from 
right). Other shops represented by those present included Tracks in 
Cwmbran, Boots in Newport, Harrods in London and HMV in Exeter. 

A VOTE of confidence is a 
fair way to describe the 
reaction that Bob Adams and 
his colleagues at Tip Sheet 
have had from the dealers 
who received copies of this 
singles review cassette for the 
first time recently. 

The casscltes, which carry reviews 
of new singles by DJ Tommy Vance, 
normally go out only to DJs. The 
Tip Sheet of August 30, however, 
carried on side two a lengthy review 
of an album, including interviews 
with the artists and an extra 400-plus 
copies were made for distribution to 
record dealers. 

Each was accompanied by a 
questionnaire asking for the retailers 
opinion of the tape. Adams is 
delighted to report that more than 

DINDISC 

MARTHA AND THE MUFFINS 

'TRANCE AND DANCE' 
ALBUM DID 5 

CASSETTE DID C 5 
ORDER THROUGH CBS Ol 960 2155 

INCLUDES SINGLE 'SUBURBAN DREAM' DIN 21 

a 

\ 

L- 
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200 replies have so far come in and 
the verdict is almost universally 
approving. 

The most vital question — 
whether the retailer had played the 
cassette over his hi fi system to 
customers — has so far received 100 
per cent affirmative answers, with 
accompanying reports that customer 
reaction was generally very good. 

One piece of constuctive criticism, 
which Adams accepts, is that dealers 
would like descriptions of the 
records reviewed to include 
catalogue numbers. 

"Of course, if we were to send Tip 
Sheet out to dealers regularly we 
would include that information for 
them, but DJ's generally are not 
interested in knowing numbers," 
said Adams. 

The question of whether the 
cassettes will reach dealers in future 

Wynd-Up 

tour finalised 
THE DATES for the Wynd-Up meet 
the dealer tour have now been 
finalised. The first venue is Bristol 
Holiday Inn on September 18. Then 
comes Newcastle Gosforth Park, 
October 1; Glasgow Albany Hotel 
on October 2; Leeds Queens Hotel 
on October 6; Manchester Piccadilly 
on October 8; Birmingham Albany 
Hotel on October 14; and London 
Kensington Town Hall on October 
16 and 17. 

DEALERS! Don't I'orget 
Music Week's new charl- 
by-lelephonc service. If the 
Post Office does not deliver 
your Music Week on 
Wednesday morning 
'phone 01-855 77U to hear 
a recorded list of the new 
chart placings. 

is one of finance. The cassettes are 
timed and produced by Tip Sheet at 
their offices in Warwick Avenue, 
West London, every week (and 
recorded later at Silk Sound Studio) 
and the rate for a single entry is 
currently £30. 

Only if the album review side is 
bought by a record company — as 
happened when Double D Records 
look side two to promote the Dance 
Band LP on August 30 — can the 
company make up the 400-500 extra 
cassettes and distribute them to the 
trade. 

A Tip Sheet side two promo 
would cost about £500 in all, and 
Adams hopes that the dealers' 
reaction to their first hearing of the 
cassette will persuade the record 
companies that the tape is a 
worthwhile promotion aid. 

Seed goes 

on vinyl 
MANCHESTER CELEBRITY 
Pat Seed, MBE — who, as a 
terminal cancer sufferer herself, 
has headed schemes which raised 
over £2,000,000 to buy and 
constantly update EMI 
Bodyscanner equipment for the 
Christy cancer hospital in the city 
— makes her debut as a 
recording artist on a brand new 
Manchester-based label. 

Her double A side of two 
songs for which she wrote the 
lyrics, Get Up And Go c/w 
Sunshine And Laughter, is 
released on Nemesis. Catalogue 
number is NEM 1, but at time of 
going to press the label founder, 
local music retailer Ken Astin, 
had not finalised distribution 
plans. Dealers can order direct 
from him by calling (099 52)- 
3294. 

New body for retailers 
THE INSTITUTE of Retail 
Management is a new professional 
body open to all involved in the 
retail and distributive trades. It's 
intention is to create nationally- 
recognised standards of practice, 
provide training qualifications and 
status for those working in retail, 
and promote efficiency and service. 
The IRM, which describes itself as 

lively and full of potential, aims to 
fill a need in the retail industry 
which its founders do not think has 
previously been satisfied. Details of 
membership in its different grades 
(from Students to Fellows) and what 
training arrangements have already 
been made can be had by application 
to the Institute at Chobham House 
West, Chobham, Surrey. 

Virgin megaslore in Glasgow was not so much hunched as put into 
orbit, during a day of noisy and extrovert happenings involving Virgin Records 
and Retail staff, artists,^civic dignitaries and large crowds of onlookers and 

record buyers. After an open top bus ride to the store (during which MD Richard Branson, above centre, made free with the champagne) the ribbon 
cutting was done by the Skids who went onto the roof of the building to release 
balloons carrying prize tickets and to play a set directly visible to the crowds in 
the street and relayed by video inside the store. Both the Skids and later Ian 
Gillan took part in signing sessions in the 6.000 sq. ft. record department. 
Concessionaries in the five-storey building are Robert Smith hi-fi and video, 
John Jee jeans. Bullion jewellery. Radar punk outfitters, "a specialist 
hairdresser" and a card and poster department. There is also a Virgin ticket 
office and bookstore. 
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FROM THE FORTHCOMING ALBUM 
'LIVING ON MUSIC 
ALSO INCLUDES MHIT SINGLE FANTASY 

SOON TO BEfsIEN ON TOUR WITH 
SHEENA EASTON/DENNIS WATERMAN/LEESON'& VALE 

October 
Sunday 12th 
Monday 13th 
Tuesday 14th 
Thursday 16th 
Saturday 18th 
Sunday 19th 
Monday 27th 
Tuesday 28th 

• Wednesday 2 
Thursday 30 
November 

' Saturday 1st 
Sunday 2nd 

CROYDON Fairfield Halls 
MANCHESTER Free Trade Hall 
HULL New Theatre 

S0UTHP0RT Theatre 

P00LE Wessex Hall 
ST. AUSTELL New Cornish Riviera 

BIRMINGHAM Odeon 
L0WD0N Dominion 
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