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Tipple calls for closer 

ties with manufacturers 
By TERRI ANDERSON 

A TOTAL "change of 
direction" is needed in the 
record business — and time 
for achieving it is running 
dangerously short. 

Speaking for the first time as the 
unanimously-elected new chairman 
of the Gramophone Record 
Retailers Division of the MTA, 
Harry Tipple told MW of his views, 
and of the plans his committee is 
now working on. 

The committee meeting last week, 
at which Tipple was voted chairman 
to succeed Laurie Krieger, 
recognised an urgent need to stop 
the record trade's slide into 
recession. This prompted plans for 
action which will. Tipple hopes, 
involve the whole trade. Full details 
will be announced after Christmas, 
but a prime target is closer co- 
operation with the manufacturers. 
However Tipple hints strongly that 
before any such co-operative 
agreements are reached there will be 
some tougher talking than ever 

MTA to tackle 

condition of 

sales clauses 
THE TERMS and conditions of 
sale imposed by record 
manufacturers on retailers are to 
be closely scrutinised by the 
MTA, and clauses which are 
considered "inappropriate or 
prejudicial" to record dealers 
interests will be weeded out. The 
trade will be recommended to 
strike these out before signing 
any order or invoice bearing that 
company's conditions. 

MTA secretary Arthur 
Spenccr-Bolland issued a 
statement after the GRRD 
meeting last week. "Although as 
an association we frequently find 
our hands lied by legislation — 
especially the Restrictive Trades 
Practices Act — we can certainly 
make recommendations to our 
members, and we intend to start 
by examining all record 
manufacturers' conditions of 
sale. 

"If we find certain clauses that 
we consider to be inappropriate 
or prejudicial to our members 
interests we will be making 
recommendations to the 
dealership to delete the offending 
paragraphs." 

While unable to go into details 
about why the MTA is taking 
this step at this lime rather than 
any other, Spcncer-Bolland 
indicated that the move was 
linked to the new mood of the 
GRRD. 
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HARRY TIPPLE 
before between the two sides of the 
industry. 

"1 think my role as GRRD 
chairman will be to initiate a change 
of direction, " Tipple explains. 
"The record companies were very 
good while business was good, but 
they have not been quite so clever 
since the chips were down. 

"We intend to contact dealers 
more. They have a lot of ideas at 
retail level — ideas which could 
probably help put the business into a 

profitable position. We will be 
making great efforts to get those 
ideas, and collect them into 
discussion documents to put before 
the manufacturers." 

One resolution to come from the 
committee meeting is described by 
Tipple as recognition that the trade 
must unite, even at some cost to 
individual profit. "We do feel that 
there should not be special deals 
with manufacturers by specific 
retailers; if there is to be any 
arrangements to benefit the retail 
side, or to bring more excitement 
and more efficiency into the 
business, it should be shared 
generally." 

One item high on the list for 
discussion is pricing. 

"We intend to examine our policy 
towards pricing," says Tipple. "We 
have lived with discounting for years 
and we have to decide whether that 
is contributing to the demise of the 
trade. There's no point in continuing 
with a policy that shows nil return. 
Unless there are special deals some 
people are working for nothing at 
retail level." 

Session men blame union 

action for huge losses 
HUGE LOSSES in dollar earnings, 
and an incalculable loss in future 
goodwill, arc being angrily blamed 
on the Musicians' Union by the 
UK's first-league session musicians 
and biggest recording studios. 

They claim that film and TV 
sound work from the US which 
would have come to Britain's hard- 
pressed top studios (EMI Abbey 
Road, Air London, Advision, 
Wembley Music Centre and 
Olympic), and given work to the 
country's 2,000 or so first class 
orchestral and solo session players, 
is being kept out by MU action. 

Trouble, which began when the 
MU hailed a session at Abbey Road 
(music for the TV series Vegas), has 
come to a head with musicians 
claiming that the union is wrong in 
committing its under-employed 
members, without their consent, to 
support of the current US musicians' 
strike. 

They point out that the Americans 
did little or nothing to support, their 
UK brethren during the BBC 
musicians' strike, and they see the 
blacking of strike-breaking US 
sessions as an arbitrary decision by 
general secretary John Morton — 
who is also president of the 
International Federation of 
Musicians. 

However, his leading members 
add, none of the European 
musicians' unions are following the 
UK lead, and this lost US work is all 
being done in Paris or Munich 
studios. 

Howard Blake, a respected session 
musical director, described himself 
as "extremely angry" about current 
MU action and keyboardist Graham 
Todd is urging his fellow top session 
men to join him in a breakaway 
"professional guild" which, while 
made up of MU members would act 
as a pressure group, demanding 
more democratic action from the 
MU executive. 

Studio managers are backing 
Music Centre MD and APRS 
chairman Peter Harris in his 
comment; "We are quite sure that 
UK studios do a better job and the 
Americans want to record here, but 
as a result of this MU action we are 
gradually bleeding to death." 
• The issue will be dealt with in 
depth in next week's MW, and full 
opportunity given to the MU to state 
its case. 

K-tel packs 9 

IPs into TV ad 
BY USING split screen effects, K-tel 
will be getting nine albums into one 
30-second commercial in a range TV 
campaign which rolls out nationally 
next Monday (8) for two weeks. 

The campaign will be backed by a 
range poster spotlighting the same 
albums and an audio (ape for 
playing in-slore. The poster uses a 
slogan, "K-lcl's Xmas Gift Of 
Music", adapted from the one 
devised by the American NARM 
organisation. 

'Silent' dealer fined 

£10,000for contempt 
A WEST Yorkshire record 
wholesaler was fined £10,000 
by a High Court judge in 
London last week for "gross 
contempt" of court in failing to 
name the supplier of counterfeit 
cassettes of Beatles tapes. 

Mr Justice Foster said that Mr 
Ian Cameron Wallace, whose 
company trades from Hopcwcll 
Terrace, Kippax, near Leeds, 
had forged the signature on a 
receipt showing he had 
purchased 3,600 tapes. He 
produced the receipt under the 
terms of his court undertaking to 
give details of his supplier to EMI 
Records which had sued Mr 
Wallace and his company on 
behalf of itself and the BP1 in a 
bid to discover the source of the 
fake cassettes. 

The case began when a BPI 
representative visited HMV 

Oxford Street and found 
counterfeit cassettes of the two 
Beatles recordings — The Beatles 
1962-1966 and The Beatles 1967- 
1970 — on sale. The cassettes 
had come from Stage One 
(Records) Ltd whose manager 
told BPI investigators that he 
had purchased them from Mr 
Wallace's company. 

In March a quantity of the 
Beatles' cassettes were found on 
Mr Wallace's premises and in 
April EMI's action was settled by 
consent on terms that Mr 
Wallace would pay £2,500 agreed 
costs and would promise to give 
full details of his suppliers and 
the customers who bought them. 

Mr Wallace's evidence was 
that he often visited a large 
wholesale dealer and on January 
17 he met a man there whom he 

TO PAGE4 

Top EMI post for Robinson 

RICHARD ROBINSON has been appointed regional director UK and Ireland 
for EMI Music's Records Operations, reporting to Ken East, president and 
chief operating officer EMI Music Europe and International. 

Robinson, who takes up what amounts to the number two position at EMI 
Records on December 1, was previously deputy managing director and 
managing director UK for WEA Records. During his 17 years in the British 
record industry, Robinson has also held the positions of financial controller 
Pye Records and managing director UK for CBS Records. 

Executives reporting to Robinson at EMI are Richard Baldwyn, MD Music 
for Pleasure; Austin Bennett, MD World Records; Cliff Busby, MD EMI 
Records (UK); Terry O'Rourke, MD EMI Ireland; Nick Payne, finance 
director UK records operations; Ken Townsend, general manager record 
studios and Eddie White, manager personnel and administration UK Records 
operations. Ted Anderson, director production and distribution resources will 
also report to Robinson.   
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Kuhn calls for separate 

video copyright law 

AN OPTIMISTIC Michael Kuhn, director of legal and 
business affairs of PolyGram Leisure and a BVA Council 
member said in his speech to the Nord Media conference 
that rights should be relatively easy to clear in the near 
future. 

But he also warned that there is a discrepancy between 
national and European thinking on the copyright laws in 
Europe and cited two recent cases. 

Kuhn added that there needs to be legislation to 
consider video in its own right, as on the one hand it is 
like broadcast production, but on the other it is sold in 
units to the home like audio product. And he went on to 
say that the BVA is a unique organisation that might go 
some way to achieving this. 

"It becomes apparent that distinctions between films 
and record are illogical," he said. "I hope that the 
European court will come to recognise that until there is a 
European copyright law, national copyright law must not 
be undermined by the Rome Trealy. 

"There must be a copyright law for each medium, 
Videograms are a new medium to be treated and 
protected in a new way. This will not only be recognised 
by people nationally and internationally, but also by the 
talent and technicians' unions." 

He said that this will probably happen as everybody 
concerned sees the importance of the new medium, and 
that secondary exploitation agreements will "develop" 
very quickly, the five rights are for musical works, sound 
recordings, literary works, musicians and actors. 

On sound recordings, he said that the record companies 
will be keen to release their product. 

"They see the video industry as their offspring," he 
said. "They will do everything they can to facilitate the 
use of their recordings on videograms, and in my view 
they will agree with the BVA — and my own feeling is 
that the problems relating to practicability are more 
theoretical than real. 

"Practical experience in blanket agreements with 
broadcasting organisations and people like juke box 
operators should mean that problems should be 
overcome." 

After preliminary discussions between the MU and the 
IFPI, Kuhn said that payments will be on a session basis 
and that residuals will only be paid in the case of very high 
sales. And while talking about the BVA, Kuhn added that 
he was confident that an agreement could be made in 
coming meetings. "The significance of the formation of 
this association can't be underestimated," he declared. 
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Getting round the 

rentals problem 

WHILE THE IFP. -s .ailing 

suggested1 thaUhere could be spe'eifie Wring rates for video copyright owners to deal with the problems caused^ of 

"i."." .3 .i..»«.■.Ii-C"'" 

ru^rnT^ibUrn^h^wo^ r^dh^'res noThave the right 
to do so then it will be treated accordingly. 

De Frcitus also indenlificd the five main areas where "8^ f'"*!'' 
be paid, They arc; Video recording rights, publishing rights, the right 
to market video, the right to copy videograms and rassellcs and the 
right to make videograms from films and broadcast pr g 
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Nord 

Mea 

SIMON HILLS 
reports from the 
Nord Media Video 

|^| Conference, London 

Industry must move 

fast to quash pirates 

IF THE video industry is to fight 
piracy, it must move fast. That was 
the conclusion of barrister Hugh 
Laddie at the Nord Media video 
rights conference held in London 
last week. 

He cited record industry piracy 
cases as the leads video companies 
might follow. Using the power of the 
law, he said, product can be 
injuncted without the defendent 
having any previous warning. This 
power is deemed by the court to stop 
the pirate removing all his stock. 

"If he doesn't let you in, he'll be 
taken to prison for contempt of 
court," said Laddie. "In most cases 
you can suppress piracy at a very 
early stage. 

"But pirates are not going to give 
up their stock if they think they can 
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get away with it. And that is why 
search and seize orders have proved 
very popular. 

"You are only asking the court to 
hold the position pending the trial, 
but the practicalities are that if you 
hit the defendent hard and fast you 
have put the wind out of his sails. 
Then he comes to the conclusion 
that it's better to come out now than 
spend even more on getting it to 
trial. 

"The video industry hasn't done 
this, and there is a large group of 
pirate operators making a large 
amount of money." 

But although the law in this 
country can be used, there were still 
reports of piracy continuing on a 
large scale. From International 
Video Systems, Peter Funk, who 
sells many programmes to the 
Middle East declared that "our best 
competitors are pirates". 

He estimated that 95 per cent of 
the market is pirated material and 
that IVS provides half of the 
remaining five per cent legitimate 
product. And the Middle East is the 
largest software market in the world. 

Funk added that the only way to 
fight priacy is through commercial 
tactics rather than through the law, 
which has remained largely 
unsuccessful. He said that sports 
programmes were reaching the 
Middle East the day after broadcast, 
and the Death Of A Princess was out 
there with the same rapidity. 

"My contention is that piracy 
exists because of the need for 
product. The answer therefore, must 
be economic, it can't be legal. The 
first answer must be the release of 
product through all channels — pay 
TV progammes must also come out 
on video to get the maximum 
income. 

"Secondly, simultaneous release 
in absolutely essential. You can't 
release in England and then 
Germany six months later because of 
language problems, because the 
pirates will be shipping them out 
faster than you can duplicate them. 

"And we must develop specialist 
productions for the consumer 
medium. At present, the industry 
lives off the fat of other product, but 
the day will come when you can no 
longer live from it." 
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Undertones 

quit Sire 

but deny 

split rumour 

THE UNDERTONES have quit 
Sire Records 4'due to a number 
of irreconcilable differences with 
the label and label boss Seymour 
Stein". A statement from Cracks 
90 Management said: "The split 
with Sire is total and on a 
worldwide basis." 

The band signed with Sire in 
September 1978 and have 
released two albums and seven 
singles, all of which arc presently 
available through VVEA 
Distribution. Allowing WEA a 
sell-off period, these will not be 
deleted until March 31, 1981. All 
the back catalogue will 
eventually be rc-rclcascd pending 
a new deal for the group. 

Cracks 90's statement added: 
"Because of the band's recent 
inactivity there has been 
speculation that the band arc 
splitting up or that they will not 
be louring again. The 
Undertones would like to make it 
clear that they have no intention 
of splitting up, that no-one is 
leaving the band and, that in the 
coming year they will be touring 
more than they have done in the 
past." 

At press time, there was no- 
one at Sire available for 
comment. 

EMI releases Queen's Flash 

Gordon soundtrack album 

FLASH GORDON (EMC 3351), the 
soundtrack album of the movie for 
which all the music was composed, 
played and produced by Queen, is 
released by EMI on December 8. 
The film opens in London on 
December 14. 

The marketing campaign includes: 
ads in the rock press, Film Review 
and The Sum, point of sale displays; 
co-operative advertising with "a 
major department store retail 
chain". 

The album is also being promoted 
as an integral part of the marketing 
campaign by EMI Films and will be 
featured in all press and radio ads as 
well as posters. 

Flash (EMI 5126) was released as 
a single on November 24 and Queen 
play Birmingham on December 5 
and 6 and Wembley on December 8, 
9 and 10. 

Lark Rise 

release 
CHARISMA THIS week releases 
the album Lark Rise To Candleford 
by Keith Dewhurst & The Albion 
Band from the National Theatre 
adaptation of Flora Thompson's 
classic trilogy. 

To launch the album a special 
performance of music and readings 
will be presented at the South Bank's 
Cottesloc Theatre on December 10. 
This 60-minute entertainment will 
include members of the National 

Marketing 

Theatre cast and musicians featured 
on the album. 

The ad campaign includes The 
Guardian, Sunday Times, Time Out, 
Times Educational Supplement, 
Melody Maker, Music Week and 
Acoustic Music. There will also be a 
double crown poster for shop 
display. The album, catalogue CDS 
4020, retails at £4.99. 

Trojan issues 

Holt compilation 
JOHN HOLT, writer of Blondie's 
No.I hit, Tide Is High, and Errol 
Dunkley's O.K. Fred, has his own 20 
Golden Love Songs (TRLS 192) 
compilation album released by 
Trojan on December 12, Included in 
the album are his 1974 hit, Help Me 
Make It Through The Night, Touch 
Me In The Morning and When I Fall 
In Love. Holt has been one of the 
most prolific Jamaican recording 
artists of the Seventies with the 
release of 10 albums since 1973. 

HOW TO ENJOY ■ 

RECORD PROFITS 

ONCE AGAIN ■■ 

With the music business a bit slack at the moment, 
a new, fast-moving product line makes a lot of sense. 1 

Pre-recorded video cassettes give you an average 
profit of £8.25 per sale. 
There's a wide range of material to suit every taste- 
and they occupy very little shelf space. 
Not only is video currently booming (and if s about the only area that 
is) but has a tremendous image which will do your shop no harm at all. 
Carnaby Video have put together a special dealer's starter pack to 
help you get going. 
It contains everything you'll need to make money out of video. 
Ring us today, or post our coupon, and we'll fill you in on the details. 
Now is the time to diversify. CARNABY VIDEO. 

26 Carnaby Street, London WtV 1PL Tel: 01-439 6765 

To: Carnaby Video, 26 Carnaby Street, London W1V1 PL Tel: 01-439 6765 
I'd like to make record profits out of video cassettes. Please tell me all 
about your new "Starter-kit". 

CARNABY 

VIDEO 

Nam©  
Company  
Type of business (Record, Hl-fl etc)_ 
Address  
Town   _ Postcode. 
Tel Number. 

A NEW 8-LP boxed set of 144 love 
songs is being released by Readers 
Digest through mail order. Called 
Love Story, the set sells for £25.95 
and artists include Mary Wells, Roy 
Orbison, Neil Sedaka, Bonnie Tyler, 
David Essex and The Three Degrees. 

CHERRY RED Records enters the 
Christmas race with the album 
Claws by the Hybrid Kids (alias 
Morgan Fisher) which features off- 
beat versions of 10 Christmas 
favourites. Each LP contains a set of 
six free Christmas cards and 
catalogue number is BRED 10. Ads 
are being taken in the rock and trade 
press. A single, Holly & The Ivy/It's 
Christmas, War Is Over (Cherry 17) 
precedes. 

Big campaign 

for second 

Beaky LP 
A WELTER of Captain Beaky 
promotional activity surrounds the 
release of the new album, Captain 
Beaky Volume Two (Super Polydor 
2383588/ 3170588) this week. 

The new album features Petula 
Clark, Noel Edmonds, Penelope 
Keith, Jeremy Lloyd, Harry 
Sccombe, The King's Singers, Peter 
Skellern, the St Paul's Choristers 
and Keith Michell who also has a 
single. Captain Beaky's Pantomime 
already on release. 

Songs from the album will be 
featured in a Captain Beaky 
Christmas Special to be transmitted 
by BBC TV over the Christmas 
period, and Michell, Lloyd and Jim 
Parker will present Beaky readings 
at the National Theatre on 
December 13. Two Albert Hall 
concerts are also being planned for 
January. 

Other Beaky material available 
includes an annual and four new 
books plus a range of soft toys and 
numerous merchandising spin-offs. 

Musical 

511 Chairs 

WEA's Dan 4 

Loggins 

resigns 
DAN LOGGINS, WEA's 
executive director international 
A & R has resigned. Loggins, 
who had been at WEA for two 
years, will complete work on 
special projects for WEA 
International on a non-exclusive 
consultancy basis. 

Haayen move 

confirmed 
NEW YORK: The appointment 
of Fred Haayen to the position 
of senior vice president of WEA 
International, based in New 
York, has been confirmed. 
Haayen, a former managing 
director of Polydor UK and until 
recently president of Polydor 
USA, starts with WEA on 
January 1, 1981. His functions 
will include A & R and creative 
services. 

John Velasco 

leaves 

Interwoiid 
JOHN VELASCO is leaving 
Interworld Music, which he 
helped establish in this country 
three years ago, to join the Peter 
Frohlich Group of Companies, 
initially to be involved in running 
the group's film distribution 
division, but will also be involved 
in "a record label, video and 
artist management". 
Interworld's copyright manager, 
Harry Spencer, will run the 
company as caretaker until a new 
general manager is appointed. 

NINETEEN 

c/WBODHISATTVA*mca.59 

*{ 722 mins. Not token from the album Gaucho) 

Gaucho 
Chor t Album Available Now 
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Optimistic Conn unveils 

plans for 1981 festivals 
. . i * nnA /-Inrxrpccirvn 

By TONY BYWORTH 
AN OPTIMISTIC Mervyn Conn said country music is 
very capable of surviving a recession when announcing his 
plans for the 1981 series of international festivals at a 
press conference last week. 

The festivals will once again be centred in six European 
locations, with London's Wembley Arena as the prime 
base of operations, and artists such as Johnny Cash, 
Tammy Wynette, Billic Jo Spears, Ronnie Milsap, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Marly Robbins, Hoyt Axlon and Don Gibson 
spreading the appeal of the music to the widest market. 

In a speech that outlined further international 
development for his organisation, as well as a new 
London office in Haymarket, Mervyn Conn spoke out 
against the recession and its effects on the industry: 

'Everybody is preaching doom and depression for 1981 
  our company is going against the grain, he said. 
"We're looking at country music in a very positive way, 
both within Britain and internationally across the world". 

The major development of next year's festivals sees the 
expansion of the Swiss and Swedish events, in Zurich and 
Stockholm respectively, to two days each and matching 
the running length of the other festivals in Rotterdam, 
Paris and Frankfurt. The London show remains a four 
day event, stretching over the Easter holiday period (April 
17-20)- . . u u Looking towards 1982, Conn revealed that he is 
negotiating deals for festivals to be additionally held in 
Austria and Yugoslavia, thus creating a total potential 
audience of around 250,000. 

Last-minute charity ball 

tickets still available 
TIME IS running out for anyone who wishes to buy tickets for the 4lh 
Record Industry Dinner and Ball at the London Hilton on December 
15. 

Despite inflation, tickets have been pegged at £30 (plus VAT), the 
same as last year, and proceeds from the evening will be going to the 
Variety Club Of Great Britain and Music Therapy. 

"Last year the event raised £110,000 and this year we arc aiming to 
top £150,000," says Louis Benjamin, chairman of the organising 
committee. 

And Tom Eggerdon, Variety Club chief barker comments: "Many, 
many deprived and sick children will benefit from this magnificent 
gesture by Britain's music industry." 

Cabaret will be provided by Gerard Kenny, Sheena Easton and 
Dennis Waterman, and music for dancing by Joe Loss. 
Tickets are available from Walter Woyda, ACC House, 17 Great 
Cumberland Place, London Wl. 

Christmas singles tips 
ST WINIFRED'S School Choir still 
heads the seasonal singles race with a 
chart placing of 35 last week for 
their MfP release There's No-One 
Quite Like Grandma, while the 
flood of singles aimed at the 
Christmas market continues. 

Among the seasonal tips also 
selling well are Sh-Boom/White 
Christmas from Darts and Jona 
Lewie's Stop The Cavalry. 

Singer/songwriters Peter D. Kelly 
and Harold Robertson have formed 
a new label, Gipsy Records, and 
their first release is If 1 Could Hear 
Your Voice (GI 001), with a 
Christmas theme. Robertson was 
once with Decca, and Kelly — 
husband of Virgin sales manager 
Anne Kelly — has previously 
recorded for RCA. Another new 

label being launched with a seasonal 
release is West London based 
Freewave Records whose first effort 
is Gel Your Socks Off (Fl) by 
Wobblesox. 

Comedy actor Harry H Corbett 
provides An Old Fashioned 
Christmas (FEL, P004) and Carol 
Deene performs The Nativity Song 
(EOA 102) on Koala, while The 
Dumbells are trying with Giddy 
Up/Christmas Dream (Polydor/EG, 
POSP 209). 

Lorenza Johnson suggests Spare 
A Thought For Santa (Eagle ERS 
005), while aiming for at least the 
longest title, RSO release What Can 
You Get A Wookie For Christmas 
(When He Already Owns A 
Comb)/R2D2 We Wish You A 
Merry Christmas (RSO 72). 

AIRC boosts marketing budget 
IN THE face of falling national advertising revenue the commercial radio 
companies are planning a new marketing initiative to promote radio as an 
advertising medium to advertisers and ad agencies. 

The Association of Independent Radio Contractors is to allocate what it 
describes as "a substantial budget" to its marketing effort during 1981 and has 
appointed Saatchi and Saatchi Garland-Compton to handle the account. 

Dealer fined. FROM PAGE 1 
had not met before. The man 
said he had some Beatles' 
cassettes for sale and on January 
29 Mr Wallace handed over 
£10,000 cash for 3,600 tapes to 
the man who was called "John". 

The judge said Mr Wallace 
had produced a receipt on which 
the signature was unclear but 
might be "J Silver". EMI had 
the receipt examined by a leading 
handwriting expert who formed 
the view that Mr Wallace had 
written the signature himself. 

Two handwriting experts 
called on behalf of Mr Wallace, 
however, said that in their view 
the evidence was "too weak" or 
"insufficient" to establish that 
the signature had been written by 
Mr Wallace. 

The judge said he accepted the 
evidence of EMI's expert and 
ruled that Mr Wallace had 
written the signature "J Silver" 
himself. 

It would be "most 
extraordinary" for Mr Wallace 
to consider handing over £10,000 
in cash to someone he could not 
trace if the tapes proved to be 
blank or counterfeit, said the 
judge. "1 cannot believe that he 
docs not know the person and his 
whereabouts", he said. 

The Judge fined Mr Wallace 
£10,000, to be paid within 28 
days, and he also ordered him to 
pay EMI's costs. He granted Mr 
Wallace a 14-day stay of 
execution on his order to allow 
lime for an appeal. 

News in 

brief... 

Phonogram and 

Ensign split 
ENSIGN AND Phonogram Records 
have parted company, "by mutual 
agreement". This move ends Ensign 
managing director Nigel Grainge's 
10-year association with 
Phonogram. The Boomtown Rats 
are staying with Phonogram, but 
Grainge is expected to announce 
shortly details of a new deal for his 
other Ensign acts including Black 
Slate, Light Of The World and Roy 
Sundholm. 

Zoom hits out 

at Arista 
EDINBURGH-BASED Zoom 
Records has had a run-in with parent 
company Arista over the limited 
edition 12" remixed version of I 
Travel by Simple Minds. 

After Zoom's Bruce Findlay sent 
an "open letter" of complaint to 
Music Week claiming that many of 
the band's fans were unable to buy 
the record because only 3,000 copies 
were imported, Arista announced 
that a further 5,000 copies were 
being imported. 

BT catalogue 

for Excaliber 
RED BUS Music's Excaliber label 
has acquired the B.T. Express 
catalogue — previously only 
available here on import — for the 
UK. 

First release will be the new 
album, Old Gold New Gold 
(EXCLP 5001) and it will be shipped 
before the US release date "in order 
to beat the imports". Excaliber is 
also rush releasing a single, Stretch. 

Wairens Records 
WARREN GOLDBERG of 
Warrens Records would like to make 
it clear that he is not selling imports 
of Bowie albums at almost £1 below 
the dealer price as stated in last 
week's European imports story. 
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This album features 

the smash hit single 
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Single EMI 5009 [Q 
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US industry gets ready 

for video disc fever 

From BETH JACQUES 
LOS ANGELES: "Rock video 
disc fever" is about to hit the 
US, according to Mark 
"Moogy" Clingman, owner of 
High Five Recording/Video 
Studios in New York and host of 
the first video rock show 
broadcast nationwide over cable 
TV. 

"Video music will become the 
industry standard as records are 
now," he continued. "Video discs 
will reduce the pathetic sightless 
analogue record back to the 
dinosaur." 

Producing music on video disc 
and video cassette as the way to 
boost the ailing US music industry 
back to profitability was the message 
forcefully delivered at the 2nd 
annual international Video Music 
Conference hosted in Los Angeles 
by trade publication Billboard. 

At least eight major recording 
studios agreed with the verdict, 
announcing plans either to convert, 
expand or form joint ventures with 
recording facilities. 

"I'm here to see and be seen by 
creative software people," said 
Donald MacLean, director of Thorn 
EMTs video programmes 
departments. "In 10 years' time, the 
video disc will be the medium for 
communication, entertainment and 
information and Thorn EMI will be 
there with the software, even if we 
have to print on magnetic 
shoelaces." 

Jerry Picrson, director of Video 
Book Enterprises, and a former data 
systems engineer for Sony and the 
prestigious Jet Propulsion 
Laboratories responsible for the US 
space probe, said: "By 1985 57 per 
cent of the material on video disc 
and cassette will be music, so don't 
give up hope." 

This was sweet music to the ears 
of industry bigwigs who only now 
have seen video as the way out of the 
recording industry's slump. 

The Jazz Singer shipped platinum 
on video two weeks ago, proof 
positive that as the disc business is 
limited to retail markets, the way 
into the money is to turn one video 
piece onto cable and pay TV, 
broadcast TV, video disc and video 
cassettcc in rapid sequence. 

Under the auspices of the artist 
development departments, video in 
the US is just beginning to lake off 
as a creative production. In the UK, 
video has been a promotional tool 
for several years, but even there the 
trend will be for the artist to make 
his own video, retain the rights and 
lease to record companies for 
promotional use. 

As in the UK, union agreement is 
crucial. The IATSE union here has 
been "carefully informative and 
helpful", providing guidelines for 
new audio projects, and there are 
industry-wide calls for a standard 
agreement with the American 
Federation of Music. 

"It's just not practical for one 
record label to strike a deal setting a 

precedent for the entire record 
industry," said Bob Emmcr, whose 
firm, Alive Enterprises, was 
seriously burnt over hold-ups with 
Blondie's Eat To The Beat. "What 
we need is a representative from the 
music industry who can negotiate a 
deal with the AFM over all video 
LPs." 

A sour note was struck by some. 
"Our research shows that people 

only want feature films," said a 
spokesman for RCA, which is 
launching its mono-only 
SelectaVision video disc system here 
in the second quarter of 1981. 

But for those who took the longer 
view that while films may be the way 
into the new market, video music 
will provide the growth, the message 
was clear: Where are the new artists 
for the new video music industry? 
We want you. 

Swiss merger 
ZURICH: The Swiss Polydor and 
Phonogram record companies arc 
being merged into one company, 
PolyGram Records AG, under the 
managing directorship of Wolfgang 
Zimmerman, currently head of 
Phonogram. 

Dr Jurg Schwarz recently resigned 
as head of the Polydor company and 
Zimmerman takes over his 
responsibilities immediately. The 
new PolyGram company is due to 
come into operation on January 1, 
1981. 

A 
SYDNEY: Festival Records' promo 
manager Leon Concannon (above) 
presents Radio 2SM's George Moore 
with a copy of the company's 
runaway hit album. Pioneers, by 
local act Wallis and Matilda who 
have found fame performing the 
traditional poems of "bush bard", 
Banjo Paterson. Music reflecting 
Australia's national heritage has 
suddenly boomed and Festival claim 
its album is a "sales sensation", 
reaching number one on some charts 
and outselling The Police, 
Super tramp and David Bowie. 

iV%» am 

HANOVER: PolyGram Record 
Services has produced ils 100 
millionth musicassttc at the 
PolyGram Group's oldest and 
largest manufacturing and 
warehousing complex in Hanover- 
Langenhagen, 15 years after 
pioneering the musicassette. 
HELSINKI; A test-run for what is 
likely to become Finland's first 
"official record industry chart" has 
been carried out by the Finnish 
group of the IFPI. Based on 
manufacturers' reports and sales at 
wholesale level, the new chart is 
expected to be launched next year. 
MILAN: EMI has moved its 
headquarters from Rome to the site 
of its pressing plant at Caronno 
Pertusella, about 15 miles from 
Milan. A Rome branch office will 
house the A & R and promotion 
departments, and there will also be 
an A & R department in Milan. 
"Higher costs and management 
needs made the move necessary," 
said MD Alex Rotclli. 

Brazilian Christmas push 
From CHRISTOPHER PICKARD 

RIO DE JANEIRO; Most of the major record companies are cutting 
back on international releases as the top Brazilian artists push out 
product for the Christmas market. 

The big three of samba, Alcione, Beth Carvalho and Clara Nuncs, 
already have their records in the shops, and RCA has been pushing Ms 
Carvalho with a big sale or return campaign. 

Another three ladies who had big selling records last Christmas 
(each in excess of 500,000 copies) also have albums out for this season: 
Gal Costa with Aquarela do Brasil (PolyGram); Simonc, EMI's flag 
bearer; and Rita Lee with whom Som Livre hope to sell over a million 
copies. 

A new lady to join the ranks of the big sellers is Amelinha who won 
the new Brazilian song festival run by TV Globo, and she has an 
album with CBS. The biggest seller of them all. Maria Bethania, will 
wait till late December for the release of her new album. 

SKELLERN 

LP 6359 036 
MC 7150 036 

jmercwnj) 

- - 

m 

There has always been magic in the great 
classics of popular song, as Peter Skellern 
reveals in his new album. 

Beautiful Skellern originals together with 
the superb standards of Hoagy Carmichael, 
Johnny Mercer, Frank Loesser and Buddy Holly, 
add up to a performance that is quite simply- 
Still Magic. 

Raining In My Heart • Two Sleepy People 
Is You Is Or is You Ain't My Baby • Skylark 
Deep Purple ■ Memphis In June • Too Much I'm In Love 
Cold Feet ■ Still Magic • Over Her 
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Zomba Management Ltd proudly represent 

The Producers 

November/Dec ember 
January/February 

New York 
London 

(MUTT) 

FOREIGNER 
LEF LEPPARD 

Atlantic 
Phonogram 

November/December 
Januaiy 
January/February/March 
April/May 

London 
London 
New York 
Los Angeles 

i/cU 
IRON MAIDEN 
WHITESNAKE 
BLUE OYSTER CULT 
BLACK SABBATH 

EMI 
EMI/UA 
CBS 
Phonogram 

November w 

November 
November 
November 
December/January 

London 
London 
London 
London 
London 

November 
January/February 

November 
December/January 

London 
London 

& ^ 

DEDRINGER Dindisc 
BRUCE WOOLEY CBS 
THOMPSON TWINS Hansa 
THE RUTS Virgin 
THE .ORIGINAL MIRRORS Phonogram 

eSC - (rtLQMfL 

Arista 
Phonogram 

PRAYING MANTIS 
JON ENGLISH 

London 
London 

LARRY WALLIS 
SAMSON 

Stiff 
Gem Records 

Contact the 

Producer Line: 

London Studio Office; 

Ralph Simon 
Steve Howard 

Battery Studios 
14rl6 Chaplin Road 
London NW2 

Phone: 01-451 3322/3/4 

Telex: 919884 

London Office: 

Clive Colder 

Basement Apartment 
8 Roland Gardens 
London SW7 

Phone: 01-370 2929/56 

Telex: 919884 

New York Office; 

Rachelle Greenblatt 

330 West 58th Street 
Suite 7J 
New York, NY 10019 

Phone: 212-265 2520 

Telex: 237316 
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Reading music 

made easy 
HOME TESTING of a special 
pack of cards, designed to help in 
the recognition of written music, 
allows Retailing to endorse the 
product. 

Play-a-Notc is a pack of 48 
cards, each printed with a single 
note of music. A variety of 
games can be played and all help 
in the quick recognition, and 
therefore the reading of, music. 

The games and the cards 
themselves were designed by 
Jules Ruben, an experienced 
music teacher, recording artist 
and radio performer on piano 
and organ. 

The cards can be used by 
teachers for direct instruction, 
but arc most likely to be bought 
as entertainment for children 
who are learning music. Ruben 
has been selling by mail order, 
but is keen to get orders from 
shops. He can be contacted at 
Musical Sight Reading Games, 4, 
Meadow Drive, London N.VV.4 
(lei: 203 0228). 

Late deliveries — EMI 

replies to dealers 

EMI, WHICH was criticised by 
some dealers for "late deliveries" in 
the pre-Christmas trade story (_MW 
Nov 22) has examined its own record 
and, taking up its right of reply, 
stales: "We are not actually talking 
about late deliveries in these cases of 
complaint, the problem is with 
completion of orders. 

"Most dealers are getting the 
majority of their orders within 24 
hours (that is, 60 or 70 per cent of 
what they ordered), but the 
remainder is sometimes taking two 
or three days, because of industrial 
problems. 

"The product affected is mostly 
catalogue, because the factory is of 
course giving priority to current 

releases and chart albums. Many 
dealers have allowed their stocks of 
catalogue titles to run down or run 
out over the bad trading of the 
summer, and now want to re-stock 
catalogue just when we are 
concentrating on current successful 
albums." 

CBS chairman Maurice Oberstein, 
asserting that late or incomplete 
deliveries of CBS product were 
uncommon, challenged the dealers 
to whom MW talked in its pre- 
Christmas survey — or any dealers 
— to make as big a point of 
complimenting the manufacturers 
for all the times that things went 
smoothly, as well as complaining 
about things which go wrong. 

CHIPPING 

NORTON 
STUDIOS 

24Track 
Fully Residential 
'"The Bestin the Country" 

TELi(0608) 3636 

Collectors' corner 

AS THE lucrative Christmas selling period approaches, record companies are 
plundering the archives. Recent and immediately upcoming releases provide 
something for everyone. 

On the jazz front, Bulldog releases the excellent 20 Golden Pieces Of Count 
Basie (BDL 2020), while Charly has seven albums on the Affinity label 
featuring Basie (I Got Rhythm FF 55), Art Blakey, Junior Cook and others. 

Still with Charly are three classic collections: The Flatlandcrs' One Road 
More (CR30189), The Cruisers' Swingin' Rockin' & Rollin' (CR 30191) and 
Mickey Gilley's Down The Line (CR 30192). 

EMI comes up with 50 Fabulous Years Of Joe Loss (NTS 217) and Motown 
has 20 Christmas Classics (STMR 9013) including the unlikely Silent Night by 
The Temptations and Jingle Bells by Smokey Robinson & The Miracles. 

Singles-wise, the collectors' field is headed by Lightning's Old Gold series 
whose releases include Max Romeo's Wet Dream (OG 9100) and Johnnie Ray's 
Yes Tonight Josephine/Just Walking In The Rain (OG 9075). Not to be 
outdone, Celebrity releases Ray's Cry/Goodnight Sleepyhead (ACS 5). 
Catus (distribution CBS) once again goes back to its Desmond Dekker 
catalogue for Israelites (CTLP 111) which includes It Mck as well as the 
exhausted title track. 

GLC to probe 

retailers' problems 
RETAILERS OF all kinds in the 
Greater London area arc coming 
under the sympathetic scrutiny 
of the GLC, which intends to 
write to all the boroughs asking 
for their views on the problems 
small independents in the face of 
trends towards very big multiples 
and supermarkets. 

The Council wants to know il 
any change in legislation or in 
planning altitudes is 
necessary. Apparently, despite 
the fact that successive 
governments have pointed out 
the problems of trying to protect 
shops from the "impact of 
normal retail competition", the 
GLC would like to do what il can 
to prevent or at least delay the 
demise of the "corner shop" — 
whatever it might be selling. 
• The National Chamber of 
Trade regularly issues warnings 
about frauds and would-be con- 
men who are working their 
particular racket through shops, 
to the disadvantage of the 
retailers concerned. Latest is a 
certain (possibly non-existent) G. 
Weston, of 2A Denman Street, 
London W.l. whose apparently 
genuine National Girobank 
cheques and guarantee card are 
proving to be counterfeit. 

Wholesale news 
THE WINTER 1980 edition of 
SP&S's Deletion Times makes 
quite interesting reading, listing 
as it does the many hundred titles 
which this distributor has on 
offer. 

Jazz Services Unlimited, which 
admits it is not well known for its 

News in 

brief... 

selection of country labels is 
now, however, distributing not 
only Wcstwood and Waterfront 
labels but also Big R — which 
has provided the company's 
current runaway seller, Boxcar 
Willie (BRA 1011). 

On the folk side JSU now has 
Claddagh, and the best seller on 
that label so far is an LP by the 
Whistlcbinkies. It is also possible 
to order a number of LPs with 
hair-raisingiy risque titles on the 
Stash label. 

As well as its usual highly 
useful, and fully-comprehensive 
list of what the TV 
merchandising record companies 
are doing, the latest Lugton's 
newsletter will make a lot of 
people feel old by offering the 
newest TOTP compilation — 
which happens to be Vol. 83. 
ERRORS IN the use of credit 
card imprinters can result in a 
charge-back to the shop 
concerned, because the credit 
card companies will not accept 
vouchers which do not have all 
the cardholders details properly 
and clearly showing. 

Such charge-backs, in a fairly 
typical department store group 
can amount to £3,000 a week. 

National Business Systems, 
who supply over 80 per cent of 
all UK imprinters at present, 
have introduced a device which 
they claim will save retailers a lot 
of money by preventing the 
voucher from being printed 
unless the credit card is in, and 
properly positioned. 

SILENT NIGHT-THETRUE 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
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NEW SINGLE FROM 

THE ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 

BOYS CHOIR 

FEATURING THE VOICE OF PAUL PHOENIX. 

'SILENT NIGHT b/w 'MORNING HAS BROKEN' 
& 'NUNC DIMTTTIS' 
(THE THEME FROM 'TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER, SPY') <*] 

CB 376 
MARKETED BY CHARISMA RECORDS 
AVAILABLE THROUGH POLYGRAM RECORD OPERATIONS. 

TAKEN FROM THE K TEL 

CHART ALBUM 'REJOICE' 

AS ADVERTISED ON 

THAMES TV, LWT, ANGELA 
AND HARLECH TV 
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Available on cassette except 
1 Grcal PulteneyStreet,LondonWI 3FW 

Distributed by CBS (9602155) 
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