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Europe's leading music business paper 90p 
LEO SA YER (right) and Lancaster Records MD Larry Levene show the direct 
response label's first double album release of Sayer material from the Chrysalis 
catalogue. (Seestory below). 

Questions 

(and answers) 

for dealers 

getting 

into video 

-see p29 

UNIONS HGHT TO 

SAVE 270 JOBS AS 

RCA AXES PLANT 
UNIONS AT RCA's 
Washington, Tyne and Wear 
pressing plant are fighting the 
American company's decision 
to close the factory — with the 
loss of 270 jobs — on June 12. 

Tom Burlison, regional secretary 
of the General and Municipal 
Workers Union, which represents 
most of the work-force, has sent a 
telex to RCA Records' president 
Bob Summer in New York, 
"imploring him to discuss the future 
of RCA with us so that we may 
retrieve the situation". 

News that RCA is to cease 
operations at Washington came in a 
press release from the company's 
corporate public affairs office in 
London only five days after Don 
Ellis, the UK record division 
managing director, had denied 
industry speculation about the 
company's pressing and distribution 
arrangements. 

"What 1 said was that RCA was 

not contemplating moving its 
pressing and distribution to another 
company, which at the time 1 made 
those statements was the case," said 
Ellis last week. 

RCA has an option to go to Thorn 
EMI for pressing during the winding 
down of the Washington plant and 
will probably go with that company 
for future pressing, although it has 
also been talking with CBS and 
PolyGram, and is able to bring in 
finished product from its European 
regional plant in Italy. 

The company has stressed that it 
will continue with its distribution 
centre in West Bromwich and will 
maintain its "vigorous A & R and 
marketing strategy with the 
continuing acquisition of new talent 
and licensed labels". 

Ellis added: "It is a fact of life 
that there is excess pressing capacity 
in this country — CBS and EMI 
between them can handle the entire 
industry's needs — and I can acquire 
outside pressing at a lower price than 

in my own company taking into 
account overheads and operating 
costs." 

The Washington factory, opened 
in 1970, has always been regarded as 
RCA's "white elephant" and the 
decision to close it came as no 
surprise Ho industry observers. 
Geographically less-than-ideally 
placed, it has been a constant 
financial strain, inhibiting the 
company's growth in this country. 
RCA claims it lost £2 million last 
year and £1.5m in 1979. 

The axe has hovered over the 
factory for some years now, but 
union leader Burlison told MW: 
"The company is acting without 
even the courtesy of discussing the 
situation with the union and has 
clearly failed to explore every avenue 
in order to save jobs. 

"This union has no intention of 
even discussing redundancy or 
severance payments because we do 
not accept that the plant must 
close." 

iCL. 

PRS inquiry rejected 

RICHARD BALDWYN, above, 
managing director of Music for 
Pleasure for the past 16 years and 
EMI Records' longest serving 
managing director, has announced 
his retirement from the company 
with effect from March 31, and will 
be succeeded by Ted Harris, 
currently director of sales, 
marketing and production for MfP. 
Baldwyn will continue to act as a 
consultant on future Listen for 
Pleasure projects. 

Ken East, president and chief 
operating officer, Europe and 
international said last week: "Under 
Richard's guidance MfP has 
successfully diversified into both 
Classics for Pleasure and Listen for 
Pleasure and his creativity has 
undoubtedly been a principal 
influence in the success of these 
enterprises. " 

A DEMAND for an investigation 
into the Performing Right Society 
was rejected by Trade Under 
Secretary Reginald Eyre in a short 
House of Commons debate last 
week. 

"1 thought you gave an over 
critical account of the general public 
function of the society," Eyre told 
Labour MP Leslie Huckfield who 
had sought an inquiry on the basis 
that PRS agents make "arbitrary" 
demands for money from Labour 
clubs, and had also alleged that the 
PRS' affairs were "cloaked in 
secrecy". 

Eyre said there was no secrecy 
about the society's publication of 
accounts and other information, but 
the Government did intend to 
introduce amendments to the 
Companies Bill now going through 
Parliament to require the disclosure 
of voting rights within guaranteed 
societies such as the PRS. 

During the debate, Huckfield said 
that only a small number of its 
12,000 members really know what is 
going on in the PRS, and he also 
claimed that "PRS employs a small 
army of snoopers who suddenly 

appear at the door of Labour and 
other clubs and suddenly demand 
money in Dick Turpin fashion". 

Commenting on Huckficld's 
assertion that "400 or so members 
with 20 votes apiece have effective 
control of PRS", the PRS chief 
executive Michael Freegard said 
later: "In fact (as can be ascertained 
from the figures published in our 
yearbook), their votes make up only 
about a third of the total votes, even 
though their works earn some two- 
thirds of the society's income 
(excluding that part which goes to 
foreign societies). "So although 
there are good arguments for the 
proposition they should enjoy 
control, that is not in fact the case." 

Campaigning PRS member 
Trevor Lyltleton, who was in the 
public gallery of the House for the 2 
am debate, was not dispirited by the 
apparent failure of Huckfield's 
demand for an investigation. 

"In'fact the Trade Secretary left 
the door open, by saying that he 
would consider'further information 
brought to his attention," said 
Lyltleton "1 certainly intend to keep 
up the pressure." 

Sayer LP heads launch 

of new direct-TV label 
By NIGEL HUNTER 

THE WILLIAM Levene 
Organisation is entering the TV- 
advertised direct mail business 
on a major scale with the launch 
of Lancaster Records. First 
release next month will be a 
double album by Leo Sayer set to 
coincide with the artist's 56-date 
UK tour and priced at £6.99 
including postage and packing. 

Heading the Lancaster 
enterprise is Larry Levene as 
managing director, with Sylvia 
Curd (A&R director) and John 
Benedict (legal affairs). Ogilvy 
and Mather will handle the 
advertising and Lancaster will 
use the existing facilities of the 
William Levene Organisation 
and its already established 
subsidiary, Arcade Records. 
Larry Levene told MW that 
Lancaster will be recruiting 
"some toplinc management 
people over the next few 

months". 
Levene stated that a multi- 

thousand-pound market research 
programme had been conducted 
on the Lancaster Records 
project, with TV commercials on 
several products tested by panel 
response in three TV regions. 

He described the Lancaster 
policy as a single artist concept 
aimed at a "totally new target 
audience in the 25-55 age group" 
who arc reluctant to enter record 
shops and partial to goods being 
ordered and delivered to their 
homes by mail. 

"Subject to availability of TV 
time, we're looking to release a 
maximum of four double albums 
over the next 12 months," said 
Levene. "It will only be top 
quality product and issued as 
double albums. We're also 
investigating the possibility of 
five or si\-LP packages for the 
future." 

Elton John sues MCA 
ELTON JOHN has filed a £5 million breach of contract suit in Los Angeles 
against MCA Records, accusing the record company of reneging on an album 
contract. The suit claims that MCA signed a £4,000,000 contract with Sackville 
Productions to distribute six of Elton John's albums, but rejected the sixth, 
claiming three of the songs had already been released as singles. At press time, 
there was "no comment" from MCA in Los Angeles. 
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1 B&C labels quit CBS 

for Pinnacle deal 

Music j 
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ROY WOOD has relumed to Etdl 
for his recording comeback. Wood, 
who has recently been touring with 
his own band. Helicopters, had been 
away from the performing side of 
the business for several years, but 
now after several outings as a 
producer — including a stint with 
Darts, he is back with his own single. 
Green Glass Windows (EMI 5156) is 
released March 30. It was penned by 
Wood who also plays all the 
instruments on it. Wood is pictured 
at EMI with (I to r) Terry Slater 
(head of A&R), Steve Barnet 
(manager) and Charles Webster 
(EMI product manager).  

B&C Recordings has signed a sales 
and dislribulion agreement with 
Pinnacle for the Trojan, Mooncrcsl 
and B&C labels. The deal starts 
from Monday March 30, three days 
after B&C's current three-year 
distribution agreement with CBS 
ends. 

Clive Stanhope, general manager 
of B&C, comments: "Our 
dislribulion only agreement with 
CBS was never very satisfactory 
once we had disbanded our own 
sales force. Now, however, with 
Pinnacle's I9-sirong sales force, we 
are hoping to boost our UK turnover 
by at least 50 per cent." 

The B&C group presses its own 
records at the Allied Records 
pressing plant which is part of 
Marcel Rodd's Art and Sound 
Group. 

The catalogue boasts 150 items 
including 125 albums featuring such 
artists as Bob Marley, John Holt, 
Steeleye Span, Tim Hart and Maddy 
Prior, Prince Far 1, Mickey Dread 
and Sugar Minott. 

From March 30, dealers should 
place all orders with Pinnacle, 
except wholesalers who will be able 
to make their own arrangements 
direct with B&C and should contact 
Clive Stanhope on 01-961 4565. 

Aura signs NY band 
AURA RECORDS has signed New 
York band Tirez Tirez to a 
worldwide deal. Their first album, 
Etudes, previously available in 
limited edition on the Manchester 
Object label, is released on Aura 
next month. A single, Razorblade, 
will also be issued next month. 
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* i m   
niFFFRFNT SIGNING photograph (No 94) concerns Glasgow band Altered DIFFtRtN I o/u/v/yvo s . Tmnvpi first made an impact on last 
Images inking a deal mth EP'cf 'e™ d Iheir firs, single, Dead Pop Stars 
year's Siouxsie and the successes, has 
(EPCA 1023). a ^ngcamgihedemtseojsnon^ ^ ^ „,oie of Muff 
Jw!ntlZ7di fct uff&R). Simon Hicks (UK A&R) and facing the camera 
is singer Clare. 

Enough is never enough 

new single 

'Enough Of 

Each Other' 

ar . -■% 

m 

&■:* 'v 
m 

'Enough Of Each Other 
is Janie Fricke's 
beautiful new single, 
with ail the style that's 
made her a success in 
the G.S. It's taken from 
the album 'I'll Need 
Someone To Hold Me 
When I Cry'. Make sure 
you've got enough in 
stock. 

'Enough Of r^gT- 
Each Other' 

CBS 9396 L_rL 

Order from CBS Order Desk. Tel: 01-960 2155. CBS Dislribulion Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 
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FOUR-PIECE Scottish band 
Exploited have signed a three-year 
deal with Secret Records and debut 
this week with the single Dogs Of 
War (SHH 110). An album will 
follow next month. 
MULTI-MEDIA Records & Tapes 
has signed an exclusive national 
distribution agreement with 
Pinnacle. First releases under the 
deal are Frank Topping's single 
Calvary (MMT 1) which is a 
celebration of Easter and is available 

in picture bag, and the soundtrack 
album of the National Theatre's 
production of Hiawatha (MMTLP 
104), which continues on-stage at the 
National until April 11. 

LONDON-BASED band, Lonesome 
No More, have signed a recording 
deal with Rage Records, which goes 
through DJM. Their debut single for 
the label, Turned Insane/Do You 
Think I Care, is released on April 
24. 

You've heard "CAPSTICK COMES HOME" 
NOW! 

Capstick Does A Turn 

HIS LA TEST OUTRAGEOUSL Y FUNNY L.P. 

on Rubber Records RUB 023 

Other L.P.S by TONY CAPSTICK - 

RUB 004 "HIS ROUND" 
RUB 010 'THERE WAS THIS BLOKE" with 

Mike Harding, Bill Barclay & Derek Brimstone 
RUB 027 "SONGS OF EWAN MacCOLL" 

with Dave Borland & Dick Gaughan 

TWO A0U Of 
'rue KUAimic/i 

ONLY AVAILABLE ALBUM BY 
THE KRANK1ES 

mmnf 
on MWM Records MWM 1012 nwn 1012 /ttiico 

Also available - 7" Single - 
JIMMY McKELLAR/SONG O'THE CLYDE - MWM SI 

rrr————  distribution: - ——- 
SPARTAN RECORDS • LONDON ROAD • WEMBLEV 
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3IVI expands 

TV ads 

campaign 
PHASE TWO of SM's television 
advertising campaign.for Scotch 
blank video and audio cassettes 
starts in April when the 
company's new 40-sccond 
commercial is scheduled for 
screening in the ATV region. 
Details of the campaign were 
outlined to 100 Midlands dealers 
at a recent presentation in 
Birmingham. 

During April and May, the 
dealers were told, the TV 
advertising would be backed by 
special offer advertising in the 
local press and TV Times 
incorporating "25p off" 
coupons for audio cassettes and 
"50p off" for video cassettes. 
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Jet issues EL0 4-LP box 

set plus special single 

JET RECORDS is releasing the 
second ELO box set on April 4. 
Entitled Four Light Years, it 
will contain New World Record, 
Out Of The Blue and Discovery. 
The four-LP set will be 
packaged in red and gold with 
each album in a special inner 
bag and red and white label. 
Also included will be an 18-page 
glossy colour booklet containing 
photographs and lyrics. 

The dealer price for the box set is 
£6.08 (ex VAT) and for the cassettes 
£4.86 (ex VAT). Jet is also making 
available for the first time on 
cassette the first Box Set, Three 
Light Years for which the dealer 
price will be £4.26 (ex VAT). 

Jet will also be releasing a four 
track single from the box set which 
features Mr Blue Sky, Across The 
Border, Telephone Line and Don't 
Bring Me Down. 

Full colour point of sale posters 

Fans set up label to 

release Bolan songs 

UNRELEASED TRACKS by Marc Bolan are being found, acquired and put 
out by the newly-formed Rarn label — which takes its name from a mythical 
world featured in a Bolan song. Founded by Bolan fan club organisers John 
Bramley and Sharon Leaning, Rarn debuts with a three-track single (in the old 
Bolan tradition) called The Return of the Electric Warrior. Titles are Sing Mc 
A Song, the old Marty Wilde number Endless Sleep (both licensed to the label 
by Granada and taken fiom recordings of the Marc TV shows), and The Lilac 
Hand Of Menthol Dan. The last track was recorded, probably as a demo 
acetate, in 1967 or 1968. and the rights were bought by a friend of the singer, 
who has now allowed Ram to release the cut. 

Distribution is through Stage One, and release date is March 27. With the co- 
operation of EMI, and others with unreleased Bolan material in their 
possession, Rarn is already planning a second release. 

Peter Green 

makes video 
PETER GREEN, who has 
constantly refused television 
appearances and filmwork, has now 
completed his first visuals for 10 
years. The former blues supremo 
and founder member of Fleetwood 
Mac has completed a 30-minute 
video to be used for promoting his 
third album on PVK Records, 
Whatcha Gonna Do? which is 
released in the UK this week and 
which has already charted on release 
in Scandinavia and Germany. 
PHONOGRAM IS mounting a 
promotion and advertising cam- 
paign around five of its recent soul 
album releases. The LPs involved 
are Light Of The World's Round 
Trip (Ensign ENVY 14), Kool & The 
Gang's Celebrate (Delile 6359029), 
Yarborough & Peoples' The Two Of 
Us (Delite 9110162) and The Gap 
Band's Gap Band II (Mercury 
9111062) and Gap Band III 
(Mercury 6337110). Trade and 
consumer press advertising will start 
on March 23, and a special poster 
featuring all five albums will be 
made available to the display and 
sales team, and also used for disco 
promotion'. All five albums feature 
hit singles. 
THE RAM Jam Band release a 
debut single, Freetown/Do What? 
on their own independent label, 
Ram Jam Records, distributed by 
Stage One. Both numbers have been 
written and produced by original 
founder member Pete Gage, and the 
single will be in a picture bag. 

TO COINCIDE with his UK lour 
which starts in April, Roger 
Whittakcr releases a new single, Tall 
Dark Stranger (Columbia DB 9092) 
and album. With Love (SCX 6634). 
The single will be available in a full- 
colour bag which will also include 
full details of his tour itinerary. 
EMI IS hoping lo capture the 
Mother's Day market with My Mum 
Is One In A Million by The Children 
Of Tanslcy School (EMI 5151). The 
song has been written by Gordon 

Marketing 

Lorenz and is only the second he has 
ever submitted to a record company 
— the first was the Number One 
Christmas hit, Grandma. 

DECCA IS introducing the Elite 
series which is intended to identify 
certain items of the MOR catalogue 
currently prefixed TAB/KTBC 
(mid-price range). First album with 
the Elite logo is Peter Skellern's 
Right From The Start (TAB 9), 
which includes his hit You're A 
Lady, and other LPs which will go 
under Elite include titles by Tom 
Jones, Engclbert Humpcrdinck, 
Vera Lynn, Benny Goodman and 
Jacques Loussicr. Dealers will be 
provided with special point of sale 
material. Also available on Decca 
mid-price is a new Small Faces 
compilation, Sha-La-La-La-Lec 
(TAB 16). 

THE POLECATS' John I'm Only 
Dancing, which is already in the 
chart, is also now available as a 
limited-edition 10-inch single 
pressed in pink vinyl (POLE 10). In 
addition it will also have its own 
label, be in picture bag, and have a 
special dealer price of 91p. 

ROCKET HAS picked up Eugene & 
The Syncopaters' single, The Great 
Romantic (XPRES 50), from the 
Swamp label which was previously 
distributed by Pinnacle. The 
single has already been picking up 
regional airplay. 
FUTURIST BAND Soft Cell release 
two versions of their next single on 
the Some Biz/arc label, distributed 
by Phonogram. Version number one 
one seven-inch features A Man Can 
Gel Lost and Memorabilia (Hard 1) 
while version two on 12-inch 
(HARD 12) features Memorabilia 
and a different track, Persuasion. 

and streamers will be distributed 
through the CBS dealer mail out. 
There will be selected consumer 
press ads the week of release. 

The box set follows the release of 
a Best of ELO Telcdisc — TV ads 
for which started last Monday 
(March 23) and continue nationwide 
throughout March and April. Jet is 
expecting the release of the Telcdisc 
and the box set to increase "the 
already substantial" sales of the 
ELO catalogue. 

Virgin 

pushes PiL 

product 

PUBLIC IMAGE Limited, now 
reduced to just three people — 
Johnny Rotten, Keith Lcvene and 
Jeannette Lee — have their first 
studio album and single for over 15 
months released by Virgin Records 
shortly. The release of both records 
is to be supported by extensive radio 
and press advertising. 

The new album, The Flowers Of 
Romance, will be released on April 
10 with full page ads in NME, 
Sounds, Record Mirror. Trax and 
The Face as well as trade ads. Also 
scheduled is a series of radio ads tied 
in with the HMV chain of record 
shops. In addition, an extensive 
number of in-storc displays are 
planned, as are fly-posters in major 
cities and a unique painting will be 
on display at the Virgin Mcgastore in 
Oxford Street. The single, Flowers 
Of Romance (VS 397) is released this 
week. 
Cats single 
THE NEW single from Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Memory, (he theme 
from the new musical Cats, is 
released by MCA this week. The 
stage production opens at the New 
London Theatre on April 30. 

^Musical 

5 fL Chairs 

BOB BARNES, previously in 
charge of sales and promotion 
with Charisma Records, has 
returned from the US to join 101 
Records where he will run sales 
promotion and publicity for the 
label. Shelly Cole, previously 
doing regional promotion for 
RSO has also joined 101 Records 
. . . Phil Cooper, who has been 
head of Island International for 
the past three years, has been 
appointed a director of the 
company. His official title 
changes to international director 
of Island Records. Cooper 
joined Island's promotion 
department in 1969 and has 
worked in Island International 
for the past nine years . . . 
Following the retirement of Fred 
Marks, Billboard has appointed 
Miles Kilioch to vice-president, 
European Operations, based in 
London. Kilioch is a former 
Billboard employee, recently 
manager of the Los Angeles 
office of magazine publishers. 
Charter Communications. At the 
same time, Mike Hennessey is 
promoted to managing director 
of Billboard's UK office and 
Peter Jones is upped to 
European news editor . . . 
Changes in who reports to who 
at CBS have been announced by 
managing director David 
Belteridge. General managers 
Jeff Gilbert (CBS) and Ian 
Groves (EPA) now report direct 
to Bettcridge; field services 
manager Martin Nelson reports 
to Gilbert; sales direcor John 
Mair reports to Betteridge and 
senior director Tony Woolcott 
continues to have reporting to 
him commercial marketing 
manager Peter Dixon and art 
director Robin Szaybo. 

• MAGNUM ASSOCIATE 
Promotions has moved to Vivian 
House, 21 Market Hill, 
Southam, Royal Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire CV33 0JA. 
Telephone: 092 681 4642. 

DEALER 
PRICE 
£1.69 
+ VAT 

^ ELVIS ^ 
ANSWERS 
k. BACK v 

XV 

"ELVIS ANSWERS BACK" LP. 
Hear Elvis talk to five different interviewers. Over 40 Minutes of 
intimate conversation between Elvis and 
1. Bob Neal (Elvis first manager) Recorded in 1955. 
2. Charlie Walker (in Texas) 1956. 
3. Robert Carlton Brown (New York) 1956. 
4. Al Hickcock (in San Antonio) 1956 
5. Tom Moffett (and Peter Noone of Herman's Hermits in Hawaii) 
1966. 
ELVIS ANSWERS BACK is now available in the UK. The tracks 
were originally released in the States on "Personally Elvis", but 
have been electronically cleaned to improve the sound quality. 
You'll treasure this album. 
On sale now in all major record stores. 
Distributed by Worldwide Record Distributors Limited. 35 Great Russell Street, London VVC1. 

TELEPHONE: 01-636 3925 
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Medium-sized 

London venue 

to be opened 
LONDON WILL see the opening 
of a new rock venue on April 1. 
Culled Rainbow 2, it will be in 
the large entrance foyer of the 
Rainbow Theatre in Finsbury 
Park. 

•'It is hoped that Rainbow 2 
will bridge the gap between the 
smaller venues like Dingwalls 
and the Hope & Anchor, and the 
larger venues like Hammersmith 
Odeon and the Lyceum." said a 
Rainbow spokesman. "Extensive 
alterations arc already under way 
to build a stage, carpet the floor 
and sound-proof the hall." 

Capacity will be about 1,000 
standing, with room for about 
200 to sit and drink. Video 
screens arc being installed and 
bands will be able to use the 
video facilities for their own 
films. The venue opens on April 
1 with the Modettes and friends. 

The management guarantees 
to pay support acts "at least £10 
per musician." 

DJM to offer low price 

double album cassettes 
IN THE latest move to boost sales of 
pre-recorded cassettes, DJM is to 
offer "Two For One" tapes with a 
complete album on each side, and 
with prices pegged to the price of a 
normal cassette. 

The cassettes will be launched on 
May 8 and will carry a dealer price 
of £3 — DJM's new price for 
cassettes which was previously £3.07 
and is lower than its album price. 

The scries initially features Elton 
John with three cassettes coupling 
Greater Hits Vol 1 with Rock Of The 
Weslies, Greatest Hits Vol II with 
Empty Sky and Captain Fantastic 
with the Elton John album; Jasper 
Carroll coupling Rabbits On And 

New country paper 
COUNTRY MUSIC journalist and 
broadcaster Bryan Chalker is 
launching a fortnightly publication 
Country Music World, next week, 
retailing at 30p and edited by 
Chalker with John Shotton in charge 
of advertising. (Tel: 0424 429840.) 

On And On with Carrotl In Notts 
and A Pain In The Arm with The 
Best Of Jasper Carrott; and Edward 
Woodward coupling Don't Get 
Around Much Anymore with A 
Romantic Hour. 

Independent dealers will be 
offered the chance of buying all six 
for the price of five bringing the 
dealer price down to £2.50, 

"I believe this is an original and 
innovative concept," said Stephen 
James, "and is, as far as we know, 
the first time cassette prices are 
lower than LP prices. They offer 
excellent value for money and, 
hopefully, will discourage home- 
taping." 

• DJM is also cutting the prices 
of selected back catalogue, albums 
to stimulate catalogue sales and beat 
cheap imports. Elton John's 
Greatest Hits Vols 1 and II come 
down from £3.22 to £1.75 and the 
double album Goodbye Yellow 
Brick Road from £4.75 to £3.50 
(LP) and £3 (cassette). 

SOTL. 

SPRING 1981 

THE MAGNIFICENT 

FIVE ARE OUT! ■ 

Rve soul albums 
from The Gap Band, 
Kool and the 

Gang, Light of the World, and 
Yarbrough and Peoples are 
getting soul'd at all good 
record stores. 

i 
THE GAP BAND 
The Gap Band li' with hit singles 
'Oops upside your head' and 
Party Lights." LP 9111062 

UGHTOFTHE WORLD 

£ ■"V 

ROUND TFT 
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THE GAP BAND 
'The Gap Band III' with hit singles 
"Burn Rubber on me' and 'Humpm! 
LP 6337110. MC 7141110. 

£ 

1 /W 

It t 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
'Round Trip' with hit singles 
"London Town", 'l shot the Sheriff; 
"Time! and 'I'm So Happy.' 
LP ENVY 14. MC ENCAS14. 

0 
marketed 17/ phonogram 

YARBROUGH AND PEOPLES 
'The two of us" with hit single 
'Don't stop the music". 
LP9110162. MC 7142 745. 

/" V (JUBPOunj) 

o 
em 

Ta- 

KOOLANDTHEGANG 
"Celebrate" with hit singles 
'Celebration'and'Jones vs Jones'. 
LP 6359 029 MC 7150 029. 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Psst...Don't forget 
the new Light of 
the World single;- 
'TIME' 11 minute remix. 

12" MERX64 ~ 

LATEST NEWS 

'Humpin' the new 
single from The Gap 
Band is out now! 
12" MERX 63 

7" MER 63 fJ prionoorrtii 1 Jnrtr0 

Island researches US 

One Plus One outlets 
From IRA MAYER 

NEW YORK; Island Records chief Chris Blackwcll has directed his 
American office to research deals for the manufacture and 
distribution in the US of the holly disputed One Plus One tape format 
''Negotialions'afe'c'onthuiing with island. US distrlhutpr, Warner 
Bros, in hopes that the latter will distribute the label s matnhne 
releases in Onc-Plus-Onc configuration. For the immediate f"lure, it 
appears likely thai Jem Records will import the UK cassettes and 
make them available in the US. . ■n ..r-i.-i 

Blackwcll, however, has asserted that Island . self w.M definitely 
market the tapes for recordings on subsidiary labels Mango and 
Antilles. Both labels arc distributed through an independent network. 

EMI wins piracy case 

EMI RECORDS, on behalf of all members of the BP1, was granted a 
permanent injunction in the High Court in London last week against a London 
"'GMnrfudgment for EMI. Justice Dillon said they were entitled to an 
injuction banning Grace Riley of South Lambeth from ordenng or sell.ng any 
pirate recordings, because of admissions she had made. 
• Also last week, as part of terms disposing of another action EMI was 
granted an injunction by consent against Michael Corne of With.ngton, 
Manchester, banning him from infringing their copyrights. 

Slump oldie re-issued 

TAKING a leaf out of Music for 
Pleasure's book, nostalgia label 
World Records releases its first ever 
single this week, featuring a 45-year- 
old recording of Let's Face The 
Music & Dance. Originally intended 
as a promotional single to tic in with 
the Retrospect album Songs & Stars 
Of The Eighties, the company has 
taken the step of releasing the single 
commercially following initial 
airplay. 

Let's Face The Music & Dance 
features Sam Browne & The Rhythm 
Sisters, and is coupled with Stormy 
Weather by Frances Langford. 
Catalogue number is CXT 501 and 
the record is available through the 
EMI sales force. WR marketing 
manager Bryan Tyrrell commented: 
"We thought that in these days of 
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depression, recession and budget 
blues, Irving Berlin's classic song is 
as relevant today as it was in the 
troubled Thirties." 

Boots backs Island 
THE BOOTS chain has now given 
the go-ahead for all its record 
departments to stock Island's One 
Plus One cassettes, so the tapes are 
now available through all the major 
retail chains. Island's release 
schedule for April includes 18 
further One Plus One tapes 
including five Bob Marley albums, 
Derek & Clive, Cat Stevens — all 
from catalogue, plus new releases 
from The Plastics, Jags and Grace 
Jones. 

Eel Pie publishing 

cuts back personnel 
EEL PIE Publishing, an arm of The 
Who's business enterprises, has cut 
back its staff from eight to four, but 
Peter Hogan, an editor at the 
publishing company, said that it was 
continuing in its "reshaped and 
pruned back" form, with plans to 
publish The Illustrated Record of 
David Bowie in the autumn plus 
books on The Jam and the Clash, 
and also projects for the gift and 
children's book markets. 

More MCPS 

import bans 
THE MCPS has imposed import 
bans on Watership Down by Bo 
Hansson (US & Canadian catalogue 
number: Charisma SRK 006044 and 
211-1132) at the request of Charisma 
Music, and on Sky 111 by Sky (US 
catalogue number Arista AB4288) at 
the request of Martin Coulter Music. 

Bonaparte Records 
BONAPARTE RECORDS, listed in 
the Wholesaling A-Z in last week's 
issue, would like to make it clear 
that it no longer operates as a one 
slop and offers an export service 
only. 

Graham Moon appeal from Severn Sound 
FORMER COLLEAGUES and friends at Severn Sound have set up a Trust 
Fund for the daughters of the late Graham Moon, former managing director of 
the station and previously marketing manager at DJM and RCA Records- All 
those who knew Graham and would like to contribute to the fund arc invited to 
n ot trm' TrUSlees 0r The M°°n Daughters Fund, A/C No. L, , l0iZ'William and Glyn's Bank Ltd, 1 Wcslgate Street, Gloucester Gl. 1 2 rr. The trustees arc: Dennis Polter, Clive Lindley and Eddie Vickers. 

President releases 

will follow deals 
AFTER a series of recently 
completed deals, President 
Records is releasing new singles 
by Lena Zavaroni, Dorothy 
Squires, Kathy Kirby, and a live 
Troggs album recorded at the 
New York rock club Max's 
Kansas City. 

Lena Zavaroni has been signed 
to President on an exclusive, 
worldwide contract, and her 
single, Roses And Rainbows (PT 
492) is produced by Marvin 
Hamlisch. It will be featured in 
her own BBC 1 series which 
starts next month. 

Dorothy Squires, who had a 
big hit My Way on President, 
returns to the label with We 
Clowns (PT 490); and Kathy 
Kirby has a new version of the 
Charles Aznavonr hit She, rc- 
titlcd He (PT 491). 

The Troggs album comes to 
President via a European 
licensing deal with the Max's 
Kansas City label and is the first 
of a series of albums recorded 
live at the New York venue. 
• The David Soul single Fool 
For Love (Energy NRG 004) has 
been shown with the wrong 
distributor's code in the Airplay 
Action chart. Distribution is via 
President, not PolyGram. 
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Marketed by EMI Records (UK). 20 Manchester Square, LondonW1A IES. Sales and Distribution Centre. 1-3 Uxbridge Road, Hayes. Middlesex.Tel: Area A 01-561 4646. Area B 01-848 98M. Area C 01-573 3891. Area D 01-561 4422, Area E 01-561 2888 
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MOST RECORD company 
executives readily admit that the 
music scene is belter now than it 
has been for a long time — and 
to back up this claim, there is a 
marked reluctance now to pick 
up the odd one-off deal, and 
instead there is a preference to 
sign acts or bands who not only 
have a long-term future, but 
also the necessary worldwide 
potential to make their record 
company's investment in them 
worthwhile. 

The year so far has already seen 
the ilrst-timc chartings of many 
new, or relatively new recording 
acts, and the signs arc thai the trend 
will continue. And while well- 
established favourites like Wings, 
Status Quo, Queen, Roxy Music, The 
Who, and Rainbow chalk up their 
umpteenth hits, it is a refreshing 
sight to sec such comparatively new 
names as Adam & The Ants, 
Ultravox, Teardrop Explodes and 
The Stray Cats up there besides 
them. 

Keen competition 

Some of the industry's top A&R 
men agree that today's pop scene 
presents many possibilities. For 
instance. Muff Winwood, CBS UK 
A&R director, says: "During the last 
six months pop music has been more 
vibrant than for a long time. There is 
more originality now among bands 
and acts, and less of the bandwagon 
jumping that had been prevalent for 
some time. Aspiring pop and rock 
artists arc more aware of the keen 
competition which surrounds them, 
and anyone with common sense 
realises that you have to approach 
music from a different angle to 
attract interest — musicians arc now 
investigating different sources of 

The record industry may be experiencing diminished 

sales, but rarely has there been such a broad spread of 

musical styles and talents represented in the charts and 

the A&R men's rosters. The growing influence of 

techno pop, the growing fusion between jazz, rock and 

blues, the closing gap between what has previously 

been known as pop and MOR, the ever-spreading 

appeal of country music and the continuing popularity 

of disco and reggae — it all makes for an exciting 

musical phase. It also makes picking the winners even 

harder and this Talent Extra, edited by CHRIS 

WHITE, spotlights some of the favourites for success 

in 1981. 

music from all over the world and 
integrating it." 

CBS and Epic have four as yet 
unbroken acts whom Winwood is 
confident will break in a major way 
before the end of 1981 — Scottish 
band Altered Images whose single 
Dead Pop Stars has just become a 
hit. The Quick who picked up a lot 
of airplay with their first two singles, 
The Stroke, a boy-girl duo who write 

their own material and arc being 
produced by Stuart Colman (who 
also produces Shakin' Stevens) and 
The Hit Men who have already had 
some American success. 

There are several other acts on the 
CBS/Epic roster who have been 
attracting interest but have still to 
achieve success on record — Bruce 
Woolley, The Sinceros and The 
Photos. The latter have an album 

"You have to support creative people 

even if they are not immediately 

commercially successful" 

- Phonogram's Chris Briggs. 
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scheduled for release produced by 
Tony Visconti. 

After several months of top- 
management changes at 
Phonogram, which included a major 
expansion of the A&R team, the 
results in terms of new talent are 
finally filtering through. With two 
acts in particular, Teardrop 
Explodes and The Polecats, having 
already tasted chart success, the 
company is confident of breaking 
many more new acts during the year. 
The list includes Resistance. Ian 
Page, Johnny Britton, Weapon Of 
Peace, Central Line, Yarborough & 
Peoples, Florence Warner, Max 
Webster, Way Of The West, 
Original Mirrors, Graham Bonner 
and Bill Nelson (ex-Be Bop Deluxe), 

Director of A&R Chris Briggs 
says: "Our general policy towards 
talent is to be as open-minded as 
possible. Once you start setting 
down guidelines then you begin to 
restrict yourself and become bogged 
down. 

"When the existing Phonogram 
team was expanded last September 
everyone sal back to sec how things 
worked — now we arc beginning to 
see continuity. We've already seen 
results with Teardrop Explodes and 
although another new signing, Tom 
Robinson's Sector 27, has not 
happened yet, we are looking upon 
the band as a long-term project. 

"You have to support creative 
people even if they are not 
immediately commercially 
successful. You don't slop just 
because they are not making a lot of 
money for the company at a 
particular time," Briggs adds. 

Raw talent 

I signed The Police on the strength 
of some tapes brought into the office 
by Miles Copcland — one of the 
tracks was Roxanne." 

Noble believes the general music 
scene is very healthy at present and 
says that the UK is still the premier 
source of talent. "If anything, we 
are spoilt for choice," lie adds. 

A&M has made several signings 
whom Noble sees as having great 
potential for breaking in 1981, They 
include Rupert Hine whose debut 
LP, Immunity, has just been 
released. Nine Below Zero (new LP, 
Don't Point Your Finger), Spizzlcs 
who were most recently known as 
Athlctico Spizz 80, Live Wire ("The 
reaction to their latest album. 
Changes Made, has been 
sensational"), Ali Thompson who 
has already had success in other 
territories including the US, Chas 
Jankel (founder member of Ian 
Dury & The Blockheads), Henry 
Badovski, a protege of Miles 
Copeland who is currently recording 
his first album, and The Keys who 
are being produced by Joe Jackson. 
Noble describes their music as 
"classy pop songs with insistent 
melodies and powerfully delivered 
harmonies which belong strictly to 
the Eighties." 

Cold shoulder's 
Never daunted by a challenge, 

Virgin has gone to Glasgow to 
acquire what it describes as "a 
motley collection of Scottish-based 
talent", in the form of the Cuba 
Libre label. The label was the brain- 
child of Ali Mackenzie, drummer 
with The Cuban Heels and producer 
of the Shakin' Pyramids, and 
formed after experiencing a number 
of record company cold shoulders. 

In the worldwide deal The Cuban 
Heels have signed direct to Virgin, 
while The Shakin' Pyramids will 
appear on Cuba Libre as the first 
part of a licensing deal with Virgin. 
First product released is a double- 
pack maxi-single from The 
Pyramids, and a single by James 
King. Another signing, Willie 
Gardener, also has product due. 

"It is much more satisfying to 
build up artists or acts from nothing, 
rather than buying "ready-made" 
names — and there is certainly a lot 
of interesting new, raw talent 
around." 

He cites The Polecats as an 
example of an act built by the 
company: "It has incredible effect 
on morale when success is seen to 
come from within a company — 
when an act is seen, discovered and 
signed by the A&R department, goes 
through all the marketing and 
promotion, and then achieves chart 
success." 

Asking an A&R director to single 
out his "priority acts" is a waste of 
time. As A&M's Mike Noble 
stresses: "Every act we sign is a 
priority." The label that boasts on 
its roster such megastars as The 
Police, Supertramp and Joan 
Armalrading is constantly looking 
to sign, develop and break new 
talent. And Noble's policy is always 
to sign relative unknowns. 

"A&M has never been into cheque 
book signings of established acts, 
those deals just wouldn't work for 
us. We feel we have something 
creative to offer and want to be 
involved in the development of a 
career — that's the most exciting bit. 

TWO YEARS after being signed by 
CBS, Bruce Woolley has still to 
achieve success on record, even 
though he has been attracting a lot 
of interest from the media and 
punters alike. 

Another interesting project 
getting a boost from Virgin is The 
British Electric Foundation, and its 
first off-shoot Heaven 17, formed 
by former Human League 
synthesiser players Ian Marsh and 
Martin Ware, augmented by the 
vocals of Glenn Gregory. 

MCA is working hard on four 
recently signed bands — The 
Donkeys, The Look, The Freshics 
and The Tygers Of Pan Tang. The 
company feels that 1981 could be "a 
good year for The Donkeys" who 
used to go through Rhesus Records. 
The Look have already established 
themselves with the I Am The Beat 
single, and The Freshies with I'm In 
Love With The Girl On A Certain 
Manchester Megaslorc Check-Out 
Desk. The Tygers Of Pan Tang 
established themselves last year. 

MCA believes in diversification of 
releases — apart from the bands 
already mentioned, the company 
continues in the country field with 
The Coal Miner's Daughter 
soundtrack, and is about to release 
the new single by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, Memory — the theme Irom 
his new musical, Cats. 

TO PAGES 
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THE HEAT IS ON 

Stock up on 'Candles', the current chart album 

from Heatwave. 'Gangsters Of The Groove' 

was the first hit single now "Jitterbuggin"' 

is moving up the charts. 

The Wilder brothers are in the UK for 

extensive promotion this week. 

So don't forget to re-order "JitterbugginT 

(the 1" single plus the special 3 track 12") and 

the hit album 'Candles' also on cassette. 

New Single Jitterbuggin" GT290 
Special 3 track 12" , GT13-290 
From the album 'Candles' GTLP 047 [5] GTMC 047 

featuring'Gangsters Of The Groove' and the hit single'Jitterbuggin 

Order from CBS Order Desk. Tel: 01-960 2155. CBS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 
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intention to triple expenditure on the 
Pre project. The new label includes 
Scars, Tuxedo Moon, The Residents 
and Prince Far I among its roster. 

Scars were one of the first acts 
signed to the label and helped launch 
it with a gig at the London Nashville 
Rooms. As well as headlining their 
own gigs, they have supported 
Siouxsie & The Banshees, The 
Human League, and Pauline 
Murray in the UK and Europe. They 
have had three singles released on 
Pre and the company plans a big 
push behind their first album, 
Author! Author! — released in early 
April. 

Resurgence 

THE CUBAN HEELS, signed direct to Virgin, but part of the Cuba Libre 
package, described as "a motley collection of Scottish-based talent". The 
Cuba Libre label was the brain child of Ali Mackenzie, drummer with The 
Cuban Heels, and was formed after he experienced a number of record 
company cold shoulders. 
FROM PAGE 6 

Stiff has established its reputation 
on discovering new talent, and still 
prides itself on setting trends rather 
than following them. It comes as 
some surprise then to learn that one 
of the artists generating a buzz 
around the Stiff offices is none 
other than Desmond Dekker, the 
Jamaican reggae artist, who had a 
number one hit with The Israelites 
more than a decade ago. 

Stiff has already issued an LP of 
his re-recorded hits but later this 
month plans to launch a collection 
of brand new songs by Dekker 
recorded at Robert Palmer's studio 
in the Bahamas, with Palmer 
producing. 

Among the Stiff stable of new 
discoveries is Nigel Dixon, former 
lead singer with Whirlwind, a band 
that prc-datcd the current rockabilly 
craze by three years. His single. 

Thundcrbird, is described by Stiff as 
"a good old croon with the best 
clippity cloppity rhythm track since 
Four Legged Friend by Tex Rittcr or 
Tumbling Tumblewccds by Sons Of 
The Pioneer"! 

More established at Stiff, but still 
seeking a big breakthrough, are The 
Equators who were one of the five 
Son Of Stiff Tour package acts 
touring last autumn. They have been 
recording with producer Bob 
Andrews whose most recent 
successes have been the Jona Lewie 
hits. 

Charisma has been somewhat 
stuck with an image as "the Genesis 
label" with a few quirky performers 
such as Vivian Stanshall and Sir 
John Betjeman on the fringe. In an 
effort to combat that tag and 
promote the music of the moment, 
Charisma last year set up the Pre 
label and this year chairman Tony 
Stratton Smith has declared his 

The last 12 months have seen 
Decca recovering some of the 
ground it had lost in recent years, 
with chart hits by 
Splodgcnessabounds and Jane 
Kennaway, and even a re-issued 
single from Adam & The Ants. The 
company looks like continuing its 
resurgence with Kit Hain, formerly 
one half of the Marshall & Hain duo 
who had a huge hit three years ago 
with Dancing In The City, b-MoviE, 
a three-piece band from Mansfield, 
and TV21 from Scotland, who are 
managed by former Record Mirror 
writer Ronnie Gurr. 

Hain signed with the company 
after a two-year lay-off from 
recording, and has been working on 
tracks with producer Mike Thorne, 
who has previously worked with 
Wire, The Shirts, Soft Machine and 
John Cale. Her first single, 
Uninvited Guests, was released in 
January and picked up favourable 
reviews — the follow-up, Danny, 
has just been issued and an LP is in 
the pipe-line. 

Decca has high hopes for b-MoviE 
whose first single, Institution Walls, 
was released in February. The band 

'all about you' 

AUTHOR! AUTHOR! 

see next weeks 
Music Week for 
full details of 
album release 
tour & campaign 

available now 
through Polygram 
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THE TEARDROP EXPLODES, 
signed to Phonogram last summer, 
and already a major chart success. 
started as a three-piece 18 months 
ago, and the majority of their 
material is written by bass player 
and vocalist Steve Hovington. 
Despite the band's visual image, b- 
MoviE feel that they "should not be 
slotted in with psychadelic or 
Futurist crowds". 

Innovative 

PRE 014 

After its success with Darts and 
Bad Manners, Magnet is going for 
the hat-trick with Modern Jazz, a 
band which perhaps has a 
misleading name in that their 
musical influences range from pop 
to classical. 

Brian Reza, A&R director, says: 
"Having listened to their demos and 
seen the band in performance, I was 
really impressed with the depth of 
talent in their writing and 
presentation. They are a highly 
innovative and creative unit which is 
a big plus to the thinking behind the 
A&R department's plans for their 
development." 

He adds: "Their potential as a 
record-selling act is big and 
worldwide, and we hope that by the 
end of 1981 we will be well on the 
way to this goal." 

TV talent shows have produced a 
sprinkling of pop stars over the 
years, and in Paul Rafferty, a 
winner of ITV's Search For A Star 

With Paul Rafferty 

"there is no need, 

as with some 

artists, to build up 

an artificial image." 

- EMi's Vic Lanza. 

programme, EMI is convinced that 
they have signed an act with "truly 
international potential". Such was 
the impact of Raffcriy's TV 
appearance that he was approached 
by several record companies, but 
EMI MOR division general manager 
Vic Lanza had signed him to a long- 
term deal within 24 hours of the 
show going out. 

For Rafferty it was a case of 
"overnight success" although as 
usually happens in such cases he has 
more than paid his dues and 
demands during the last few years. 
His apprenticeship was served in 
local bands, his songwriting has 
developed over a period of years, 
and he even co-built an eight-track 
studio in Manchester. 

Currently Rafferty is recording 
tracks for his first album, and a 
single The Man Behind The Scenes is 
lined up for release. As a songwriter 
he has been signed to Rocket's Big 
Pig Music. 

Concert artist 
Vic Lanza says: "Rafferty is a 

prolific songwriter and this is the key 
to his recording career. He is a good 
performer with an individual style 
which reflects the songs he writes. In 
another words there is no need, as 
with some artists, to build up an 
artificial image." 

Lanza adds: "The next step in his 
career is close co-operation with his 
management and agency. His 
management and ourselves see him 
as a concert artist, and .initially he 
may well go on tour as support to a 
major artist." 

It seems likely that Paul 
Rafferly's material will attract 
interest from other recording acts — 
already one of his songs, You Blew 
It, has been recorded by fellow EMI 
recording artist Iris Williams. 
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BE PREPARED FOR MORE MANILOW MANIA 

B MANILOW 

Brand new single 

•if 

Limited Edition Poster Bag 

❖ National press advertising - The Sun, Daily 

❖ Teleguide - For two weeks from March 27th 

personal message from Barry on 01-409 2961 

❖ Window banners ❖ Catalogue posters 

BARRY MANILOW 
'LIVE AT WEMBLEY' 

TV SPECIAL 
BBC-1 8.00 PM 

FRIDAY MARCH 27TH 
FRIDAY APRIL 3RD 

Since September last year, when 
Barry's 1979 Albert Hall concert was 
screened, over one million Barry 
Manllow albums were bought. 
So be prepared! 
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"Bermuda 
Triangle" 
taken from 
the album 
and cassette 
"Barry" 

"One Voice" 
taken from 
the album 
and cassette 
"One Voice" 
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SINGLE ARIST 406. ALBUM "BARRY" DLART 2 CASSETTE TLART 2. ALBUM "ONE VOICE' SPART 1106 CASSETTE TCART 1 lp( 
ORDERS TO: POLYGRAM RECORD OPERATIONS, P.O. BOX 36, CLYDE WORKS. GROVE ROAD. ROMFORP. ESSEX. TEL: 01-590 6044 OR THE TANDfe 1SALESTEAM 
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