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LCab/e music is inevitable, 

but we wiii be cutting our 

own throats unless a deal 

can be worked out with 

the music industry) 

Virgin chief seeks £20m City backing to out cable music into miliions of homRs 

BRANSON'S BOMBSHELL 

A BOMBSHELL, 
potentially far more 
devastating than home- 
taping, is about to be 
dropped on the global music 
industry by Richard 
Branson, founder and 
chairman of the records, 
publishing, studios and 
shops Virgin group of 
companies. 

Branson has set up a new 
company, Cable Music, to 
manufacture and market 
machines which will put 
recorded music into millions 
of homes without the need to 
buy a record or blank tape, 
or even turn on the radio. 

His plan is to utilise cable TV 
outlets plugged into home hi-fi 
equipment to pipe music, current 
hits or catalogue material, directly to 
the consumer. And although he 
reckons he can do it without paying 
the record companies or music 
publishers a penny, he says he is 
prepared to negotiate with the 

industry so that income can be 
ploughed back to fund new 
recordings. • 

Branson acknowledges that if his 
idea lakes off it could mean "the 
end of the record industry as we 
know it", and already foresees a 
time when he will slim down his own 
record operations to concentrate on 
films, books, video and, of course, 
cable music, shifting the emphasis in 
many of his Virgin retail outlets 
from records to cable music 
hardware. 

The machine has an interactive 
keyboard on which the consumer 
taps out a catalogue number, taken 
from a master catalogue or a 
monthly magazine update, and 
summons up a particular track or 
album which then plays automati- 
cally through his own speakers. 

Up to 10,000 recipients could 
request the same track and hear it 
simultaneously. And Branson 
projects that by 1990, 15 million 
homes in the UK will be wired for 
cable TV — all potential customers 
for cable music which will be fed 
from four terminals to be sited 
across the country. The music would 
be recorded onto continuous loop 
tapes activated by computers. 

The hardware has been developed 
during three years of exhaustive 
technical research, with the help of 
scientists from two UK universities, 
at a Virgin-owned factory 
"somewhere in North Wales" — 
Branson is reluctant to reveal the 
exact location for fear of industrial 
espionage. 

He has the backing of a merchant 
bank, The County Bank, and will be 
seeking £20 million capital by 

By RODNEY 

BURBECK 

Boating the company on the unlisted 
security market "in two or three 
months", but the Virgin companies 
will stay privately owned. He 
envisages the Cable Music operation 
to grow rapidly with a staff of 1,500 
in five years and intends to move 
most of the Virgin record shops out 
of records into selling cable music 

machines during the next four years. 
Cable Music is likely to appear 

first in the US market where cable 
TV is already firmly established, 
reaching millions of homes across 
the country. Branson is building a 
cable music terminal at Atlanta, 
Georgia, and is selling the music 
rights to seven US cable TV 
companies. He expects to be testing 
transmission within three months 
and be fully operational there by the 
end of the year. 

He has similar plans for Germany 
and other countries where cable TV 
is established, or is being developed, 
and is concluding deals with five UK 
cable companies. 

He has had teams of lawyers in the 
UK and US checking every nuance 
of copyright law to ensure that his 
scheme will not be inhibited by 
wrangling over rights issues and he 
has been assured that he cannot be 
stopped. 

"In the UK we have thoroughly 
researched the 1947 Wireless and 
Telegraphy Act and the 1956 
Copyright Act and it seems that as 
long as we do not make a charge for 
the music we will not be infringing 
anyone's copyright. It hinges on a 
clause in the 1947 act which allows 

royalty-free transmission 'by electro 
magnetic signals by means of 
diffusion' — which is how cable 
transmissions work," he told me. 

But although this loophole in the 
act appears to allow him to freely 
disseminate anybody's music' 
product without compensation, 
Branson says he is prepared to 
negotiate royally payments by 
making a charge for the music and 
splitting the income with the music 
industry. 

"I have two alternatives." he 
added. "I can sell the machines for 
around £75 and charge a monthly 
fee for the music which 1 would 
share with the industry assuming 
they do not contest my right to their 
music. 

"Or, if the industry docs not want 
to play ball, I will have to sell the 
machine at a higher price, say £300, 
in order to make my profits. 

"Cable TV is already with us and 
sending music down the cable is an 
inevitable extension. I happen to 
have got in first and I am going 
ahead whatever happens, but we will 
be cutting our own throats unless 
some agreement can be worked out 
with the music industry." 

Levison named as new WEA MO, 

as Pryor takes over at Ariola/Arista 
TWO MAJOR appointments were 
announced last week. Ending 
months of speculation, Charles 
Levison was named as managing 
director of WEA Records, and 
following Levison's departure from 
the Eurodisc group, Andrew Pryor 
has been named managing director 
of Ariola/Arista (Eurodisc) in the 
UK. 

A statement from Eurodisc said: 
"During (he transition period 
Charles Levison will be assisting 
Andrew with the day-to-day running 
of the company." Pryor has been 
with Ariola/Arista for three years, 

Biggs out again 
TWO BIGGS singles are being rush 
released this week. Response has 
Run Ronnie Run, by Kelly's Eye (SR 
506) — a ballad of Biggs' exploits, 
recorded several years ago and 
suddenly topical again. Virgin's 
release is Ronnie Biggs (He Was 
Only The Tea Boy) by The Great 
Train Robbers (BIG I). 

originally Joining as marketing 
director, and his previous experience 
includes seven years at CBS. 

"I shall not be making any staff 
changes — except to appoint a 
business affairs manager as I am 
inheriting a very healthy situation in 
both companies," commented 
Pryor. "I regard this company as the 
most exciting phenomenon in the 
UK industry at this moment." 

Levison's appointment to the 
WEA hot seat, vacated by John 
Fruin last October, came as little 
surprise as he had been firm 
favourite for the last month at least. 

As managing director of Arista 
UK for the past three years, he has 
overseen (lie growth of that 
company by almost two hundred per 
cent. "While I could not expect to 
achieve a similar percentage rate of 
growth in WEA's turnover, as we 
arc starting from a much higher 
base, there is obviously room for 
expansion both by breaking new acts 
and further developing the superb 
existing UK and American roster of 
artists," he said. 

NESUHI ERTEGUN (left) and 
Charles Levison 

"The large companies arc 
frequently attacked, often with 
reason, for excessively bureaucratic 
behaviour, but both WEA and 
Arista/Ariola attempt to avoid the 
corporate approach." 

Ncsuhi Ertegun, president, WEA 
International who announced 
Levison's appointment, added: 
"Levison takes over as head of our 
UK operation at a crucial time, and 
he is uniquely qualified to meet the 
challenges of today and tomorrow." 
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Polydor Int'l names 
Harrold president 
HAMBURG: Tim Harrold has 
been appointed president of 
Polydor International with effect 
from April 1. He succeeds' 
Richard Busch, who will now 
concentrate on his tusks as 
deputy president of PoIyGram 
Record Operations Int'l and 
head of its European area office. 

In July Harrold will move to 
Hamburg from Montreal where 
he has been president of 
PolyGram's Canadian record 
company since 1975. He joined 
PoIyGram five years before that 
appointment, working for 
Polydor in London and then 
Phonodisc in New York. 

Harrold will be succeeded in 
Canada by Peter Erdmann, 
hitherto senior finance VP of the 
Canadian operation. Erdmann 
joined DGG in Hanover in 1954, 
and headed (he commercial 
department in Hamburg from 
1965 to 1967 when he joined 
Polydor in London, becoming 
financial director. Dieter 
Radecki, sales and marketing VP 
in Canada, becomes executive 
BP and general manager. 

RCA considers 

more cutbacks 
FOLLOWING THE proposed 
closure of the RCA Records UK 
pressing plant, RCA is 
considering other international 
record division cutbacks in 
what it calls a "divestment 
programme". 

The RCA Corporation annual 
report, just published, states: "Late 
in 1980, RCA adopted a plan to 
divest certain of its operations that 

Gob shocker 
MERSEYSIDE INDIE Rox Records 

is hoping for a national break-out 
with its Liverpudlian send-up of 
Shaddup You Face — Shut Your 
Gob by Lee Brennan (Rox 16). 
The single is reportedly 
outselling all others in the 
Liverpool area and it has been 
picked up for national 
distribution by Spartan 
following a Tis was appearance 
by Brennan. 

are peripheral to those lines of 
business on which the corporation 
intends to concentrate in the future. 

"This divestment programme 
includes certain operations sold in 
late 1980 and early 1981 and others 
that RCA management believes will 
be sold later on." 

The report goes on to list areas to 
be affected and includes, "certain 
foreign manufacturing operations of 
RCA Records". 

Foreign earnings from RCA's 
record division "decreased 
substantially" in 1980, says the 
report, although the division as a 
whole returned to profitability in the 
year with a slight increase in its 
worldwide sales volume. 

"Strong gains were made by the 
company's domestic sales operations 
which benefited from significant 
contributions by RCA's black, 
country, and classical music 
activities and a stringent 
merchandising returns policy," it 
adds. 

StarSound 

f—T- 

21 StarTracks 

On One Unique Single 

This collection of segued 
tracks is a No. 1 hit in 

Holland. It's now available 
in the UK in three versions. 
A 7 featuring all the tracks 

listed here, a 12" with 21 
tracks, and a cassette 
single. Order it now - 

there's nothing like 
'Stars On 45'. 

'Stars On 45' 
7" A-1102 12" A13-1102 

Single cassette A 40-1102 

fca' Stars On 45 
Venus 

Sugar, Sugar 

No Reply 
I'll Be Back 

Drive My Car 
Do You Want To 
Know A Secret 

We Can Work It Out 
/ Should Have Known Better 

Nowhere Man 
You 're Going To 
Lose That Girl 

Stars On 45 
'Songs made famous by the Beatles 

% 

Rocket signs Numan band 
ROCKET RECORDS has signed Dramalis [O a long-term worldwide 
recording contract. The members of Dramalis are better known as the Gary 
Numan Band, and their current association with Numan ends when he piays 
his farewell concert at Wembley in April. Pictured at the signing (I lo r) are. 
Sally Atkins (Rocket head of A & R), John Hail (Rocket managtng director). 
Robert Key (international manager) and the lour members 01 Dramalis 
Cedric Sharpicy, Chris Payne, Dennis Hayncs and Russell Boll Besides 
working with Numan lor several years, the members of Dramatis have had 
wide musical careers and Chris Payne (seated in the photo), co-wrote Visage s 
recent hit. Fade To Grey. All the band write material, and ihcir debut single 
will be released as soon as possible.     

Order from CBS Order Desk. Tol: 01-960 2155. CBS Distribution Centre, Barlby Road, London W10 
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Royal wedding tape 

cases hit the market 
MOVING FAST to capitalise on the forthcoming royal wedding, 
Bournemouth-based Video Unlimited has secured an official go-ahead 
from St James's Palace to market a video cassette library case in 
which home VCR owners can store their own tapes of the televised 
ceremony. 

Retailing at £2.95 and available lo dealers in packs of 50 (dealer 
price £1.75 each) and 100 (dealer price £1.50 each), the cases feature 
full-colour exclusive photographs of Prince Charles and his bride, St 
Pauls Cathedral and the changing of the guard, and also includes 
biographies of the couple. 

Defending the price, which could be considered high for an empty 
case, Video Unlimited director Barry Goddard said: "Ordinary- 
library cases retail at £1.95 and we have also had to pay a high 
copyright fee for the photographs and the colour printing which 
includes gold-blocking." 

Copeland deal for A&M 

% 

¥ ' 

I 

Hatch forms Tube 
SONGWRITER TONY Hatch is 
scitmg up his own independem 
label, Tube Reeords, which debuts 
with a single, Living Outside The 
Law. by Bath-based band Out Of 
Order (Tube 1). Distribution is by 
Pinnacle and Jackie Gill is handling 
promotion. 

Hatch comments: "It is becoming 
more and more difficult to deal with 
the indecisive policies of the estab- 
lished record companies. We shall 
start small, be very selective." 

Romantic jazz 
THE NEW Dicomus label, which 
aims 10 provide a series of records 
with "words fused into romantic 
ja//", is being distributed by RCA. 

The first album, Implosion 
(.IP502), features actor Barry Foster 
reading poems by John Hay ward to 
ihe music of Frank Stafford. It is 
produced by RCA's Bill Kimber, 

Promotion on the disc includes its 
use in a provincial press competition 
to lind the Young Recording Artist 
Of The Year, linked to music 
schools, local radio and television. 

A & M HAS secured the IRS label 
for marketing and distribution in the 
UK and Eire. IRS (International 
Record Syndicate) is headed by 
Miles Copeland and has developed a 
reputation in the US for developing 
new acts—The Buzzcocks and The 
Strang/ers are among the signings 
for the US who have become 
successful. 

Announcing the deal, A&M 
managing director Derek Green 
(left, with Copeland) said: "This 
represents an extension of our 
existing relationship within the UK 
and gives A&M in the UK access to 
some of the best new talent in the 
US. " first releases on the IRS label 
next month will be from The 
Cramps, The Fleshtones, Oingo 
Boingo and Wall of Voodoo. UK 
signings will be announced shortly. 

New 

labels.. 

running from April to September. 
The next release, set for recording in 
September, will feature the voice of 
what Dicomus describes as "a world 
superstar". 

RETRACTION 
Mawson and Wareham (Music) 
Ltd of Newcastle upon Tyne 
regret that their advertisement 
on page 2 of last week's issue 
indicated that the KRANKIES 
single MWM Si Jimmy 
McKeller/Song O' The Clyde 
was available for sale. This was 
incorrect as this record has 
been withdrawn and is now 
deleted. This decision has been 
taken in consultation with the 
copyright owner of Jimmy 
McKellar, Oasis Music. 
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CAimBY 

SPECIAL EASTER SINGLE 

BY FRANK TOPPING 

with the Mike Sammes Singers. 

B/W Psalm 139 -Wings of theMoming 

2 rv 

MMT1 

! AVAILABLE NOW 

A lasting Easter gift 

that is more than just a card 

BPI imports victory 

'paves way for more' 

A SETTLEMENT in the High 
Court last week was hailed by 
the BPI as "a step in the right 
direction" in its fight against 
parallel imports from Canada. 

Chrysalis Records Inc and 
Chrysalis UK accepted permanent 
undertakings from Mr George 
Kiouritzides, trading as Scafcll 
Records in Oxford Street, London, 
not to sell or deal in copies of 
Blondic's Autoamcrican album 
imported from Canada. 

Further, Kiouritzides agreed to 
make an affidavit giving the source 
of his supply, deliver up the 
offending records, submit to an 
inquiry into any damages arising 
from the copyright infringement, 
and pay the costs of the action to 
date. 

By consent, Mr Justice Dillon 
gave judgement for Chrysalis whose 
copyright infringement action was 
backed by the BPI. 

Counsel for Chrysalis told the 
judge that the UK record industry 

was "suffering grievously" from the 
problem of parallel imports: 
"Between 20 per cent and 30 per 
cent of the records circulating in the 
UK arc imported. And only two 
days ago came the news that the 
RCA factory was closing down." 

He added; "The record industry 
as a whole is taking action, and this 
is the first action they have brought 
under their own auspices, rather 
than the individual record 
companies going it alone." 

He said the record in question was 
made by the Canadian licensee of 
Chrysalis Records Inc: "We believe 
that the supplier is a large importer 
in the UK." 

After the hearing, BPI solicitor 
Derek Cumberland told MIV that 
the settlement of this case paved the 
way for further action, including 
action against importers. Cases are 
being prepared on imports from 
other territories as well as Canada, 
including Japan, Australasia and 
South Africa. 

Pinnacle aiming for two 

per cent of UK market 

THE CLEAR belief that as recession 
continues to squeeze the record 
industry the joint rise of indie 
distributors and labels will continue 
emerged as a strong theme at (he 
Pinnacle national sales conference. 

Pinnacle is aiming for a £5 million 
— two per cent — share of the UK 
market by the end of the year, 
general manager Tony Berry told his 
sales force. 

"We are in with a chance of 
becoming a major company in the 
industry within the next two years," 
he stated. "If is in this climate of 
recession that we are building a 
record division and gaining a 
reputation, and getting results, with 
an increasing number of experienced 
labels coming to us from the 
majors." 

Berry announced that plans for 
the immediate future include a re- 
launch of the Pinnacle label and 
installation of a new £150,000 
computer to speed up the processing 
of orders. The number of labels 
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being distributed will continue to 
grow. 

Terry Scully, managing director 
of Pinnacle's parent company, 
Cralec, remarked: "National 
independent distribution will now be 
the norm and play a vital part in our 
industry, to serve the very many 
independent labels now seeking 
access to the market. 

"It is Pinnacle's policy to be in the 
mainstream of the music and record 
industry, and to this end we are re- 
launching the Pinnacle label. This 
move, together with continued 
signing of quality distribution deals, 
will spearhead our next stage, which 
is a four or five per cent level of 
market penetration." 

First release on the redesigned 
Pinnacle label will be a single by 
Gary Hollon, former lead singer 
with the Heavy Metal Kids. This is a 
new wave version of Ruby Don't 
Take Your Love To Town. 
• Full report next week. 

Logo clinches 

Passport deal 
LOGO, NOW marketed by RCA, 
has signed a licensing deal with 
Passport Records of New Jersey in 
the US, under which Logo acquires 
the rights for the UK to albums by 
The Good Rats, The Hunt. Synergy 
and FM. 

First product through the deal will 
be The Good Rats album Great 
American Music, released on April 
6, followed by The Hunt album 
Back On The Hunt, released on May 
8. 

The dealer price on Great 
American Music will be £2.67 for the 
first month, after which it reverts to 
normal dealer price. The Hunt LP 
will also pre-sell at the lower dealer 
price, reverting to normal dealer 
price on release. 

DJM price cuts 
THE BACK catalogue price cuts 
being made by DJM Records (- 
MW, March 28) do not include 
Elton John's Greatest Hits Vols I 
and II as slated. 

Tom Foolery 

Thebestof 

TomLehrer, 

nowonone 

great album. 

Asperformedby 

the original London cast mmlp,02 

Supported by heavy advertising on LEG 

Terry Blood (Records) Ltd., Telephone: 0782 620621 
Pinnacle Hot Line. Telephone: 0689 73146. 
Solomon & Peres, Northern Ireland. 
Telephone: Temple Patrick (08494) 32693. 

Multi-Media Tapes. 165. Dukes Ride. Crowthorne. Berkshire Telephone 03446-77969 
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BPI want 

cash for 

ad campaign 
THE BPI will be calling on ait 
branches of Ihc music industry 
— including music publishers, 
artists and their managers — to 
help fund a £100,000 plus 
advertising campaign in the 
autumn selling music in a generic 
way. 

Last week's BPI council 
meeting saw a presentation of 
ideas for a campaign by the 
Saalchi & Saalchi agency and has 
allocated a budget to its PR 
committee, headed by Charles 
Lcvison, to undertake market 
research to determine what form 
the ad campaign should take. 
Other agencies will be consulted 
before a campaign is finalised. 

"This campaign will be aimed 
at persuading the public to buy 
more recorded music and will 
help the industry in general, 
therefore we feel the industry as 
a whole should contribute to the 
cost," said Levison. 

The BPI's PR committee, 
which has a brief to find ways of 
improving the industry's image 
throughout the media, 
government and in the eyes of 
the public, has also identified a 
need for the media to give more 
priority to album product. 

"We are particularly 
concerned with the amount of 
time devoted to albums by TV 
and radio," said Levison. 
'There is a great need for a TV 

programme which concentrates 
on albums, and of course radio is 
single-orientated." 

Radio Caroline back on the air 
RADIO CAROLINE is set to return 
to the airwaves at Easter with a new 
ship, new studio, new transmitter 
and a new sound. 

Financial partners for founder of 
the pirate radio ship Ronan 
O'Rahilly are Vincent Monsey and 
Anthony Kramer, though details of 
the DJ line-up, transmitting 
frequency and likely advertisers are 
being cloaked in secrecy until the 
first day of operation — April 19 — 
which is also the seventeenth 
anniversary of the original Radio 
Caroline's debut. 

It is likely that the station will 
transmit at the other end of the scale 
to ILR stations, between 500 metres 
and 800 metres medium wave, 
reaching the whole of the UK and 
pans of Western Europe. The new 
station will feature the equivalent of 
a US adult contemporary album 
sound and will broadcast 24 hours a 
day in English. The studio will be 

housed in a Panamanian freighter 
called Imagine lying just outside 
territorial waters off the north Essex 
coast. 

Caroline aims to attract 
advertising through New York- 
based rep house Major Market 
Radio from ''US-based 
international advertisers who market 
in Western Europe and the UK", 
says the company's vice president of 
marketing, Roy Lindau. 

Contract advertisers have not yet 
been revealed but Lindau expects to 
get business from the record 
industry. To emphasise the 
company's interest in US-based 
advertisers, rate cards currently 
being circulated are in US dollars 
only and the company projects 
revenue of 510,000,000 during the 
first year. 

"We arc aiming to stimulate 
international advertisers to use radio 
for the UK for the first lime." says 

Lindau. "The reason they haven't 
used ILR before now is that they arc 
used to covering the whole country 
with network radio. You can't do 
that yet with ILR and we aim to fill 
that gap. 

"We are not after existing 
commercial outlets. There is so 
much room for more radio that the 
more stations that go on the air, the 
more it's going to help all of us." 

Contract advertising rales for 
companies using the station Irom 
the first day range from a high of 
5405 for 60 seconds during the prime 
6.30 am to 9 am period to a low of 
580 from 2 am to 6 am. Regular 
rates will be approximately 20 per 
cent higher. 

There is no UK or European 
office for Caroline and the station 
can be contacted via Lindau at 
Major Market Radio, 415 Madison 
Avenue, New York. Tel: (212) 355 
1700. 

Eurovision Song Contest: the field 

THE COMPLETE list of Eurovision Song Contest entries, taking part in the 
competition on April 4 in Dublin, is as follows with title translations and local 
record companies where known in brackets: Austria — Wenn Du Da Bist 
(When You Arc Here) performed by Marty Brcmm (OK Von Musica); Turkey 
— Donme Dolap (Carousel) by The Modern Folk Trio and Aysegul; Germany 
— Johnny Blue by Lena Valaitis (Ariola); Luxembourg — C'cst Pcut-ctrc Pas 
L'Amerique by Jean-Claude Pascal (CBS); Israel — Ma'laylah (Tonight) by 
Habibi; Denmark — Kroller Eller Ej (Frizzles Or What) by Tommy Seebach 
and Debbie Cameron (EMI); Yugoslavia — Leila by Seid Mcmich-Vejta; 
Finland — Reggae OK by Riki Sorsa; France — Humanahum by Jean Gabilou 
(Polydor); Spain — Y Solo Tu (And Only You) by Bachelli; Netherlands — 
Het Is Een Wonder (It's A Miracle) by Linda Williams (WEA); Ireland — 
Horoscopes by Sheeba; Norway — Aldri 1 Livct by Finn Kalvik; UK — 
Making Your Mind Up by Bucks Fizz (RCA); Portugal — Play-back by 
Carlos Paiao; Belgium — Samson by Emly Starr; Greece — Fcggari 
Kalokcrino (Summer Moon) by Yianniss Dimitras; Cyprus — Monica by 
Island: Switzerland — II Senza Te (Me Without You) by Peter, Sue and Marc; 
Sweden — FSngad I En Drdm (Caught In A Dream by Bjorn Skiffs (EMI) 

Undertones 

form label 
THE UNDERTONES have 
formed their own record label, 
Ardeck, and have signed a 
worldwide deal with EMI 
Records. This move follows six 
months of negotiations since 
their departure from Sire 
Records. An album, Positive 
Touch, is to be released on May 4 
and a single will precede it on 
April 21. A 36-datc UK tour 
starts in Glasgow on April 25, 
Earlier Undertones product will 
be made available by Ardcck in 
due 

Carnaby man 

calls for 

fair trading 
THE INDEPENDENT dealer 
must be listened to if the video 
industry is going to develop, 
according to Carnaby Video 
marketing director Bob Jacob. 

Speaking at the Nord Media 
Vid '81 at London's Cafe Royal 
he said that dealers are already 
"complaining furiously" about 
the trading policies of video 
majors. He added that with 
unrestricted product — 
available for sale or rental in 
one price — and no unfair 
competition, Ihc dealer will buy 
and do his best to sell video. 

"The small man who is 
encouraging video will be the 
one who wins in the end," he 
said. "Price culling in both sale 
and rental are among the 
complaints we have received 
from many independent outlets. 
These are constructive criticisms 
from hard-working businesses 
who started in all good faith 
and who arc now fearing loss of 
profits. 

"If this happens it will stunt 
the growth of the industry. 
Most dealers want good 
products to sell to all members 
of society, and don't want 
pornographic or pirate tapes. If 
we can't gel today's situation 
right we will not have any 
enthusiastic outlets for our 
products." 

Jacob also called for one 
body to fight piracy, elected by 
(he industry, to stop it losing 
direction and becoming a 
"doomed industry". 

THCPUBUC 

DEMANDS 

THIS MAN'S 

RELEASE. 

By public demand the theme tune from 

the current BBC TV serial 'The Life and 

Times of Lloyd George' is now available 

on a single from BBC Records. 

Single No; RESL 92 Chi Mai .. , , - ■ 

c/wCome Maddalena. ^ 
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Order from PRT Records, 132 Western Rd, 
Mitcham, Surrey CRA 3UT. Tel; 01-640 3344. 
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by 

SIMON HILLS 

VCL takes 

space in 

Virgin shop 
VCL IS moving into the Virgin 
Oxford Street Megastore with a 
retail shop Vidcomart this week, 
taking over from Intervision's 
operation there. 

Like Intervision, VCL is hiring 
the space for the video section 
but has fitted it out with a new 
stand and fittings. It is also 
offering the lowest rental prices 
with a feature film costing £3 to 
hire overnight if it is allowed in 
the terms of trading. Other tapes 
will cost £2.50 for a 60-minute 
tape and £2.25 for a 30-minute 
tape while normal rental prices 
apply for four days rental. 

The company will be offering 
a complete range of video, not 
only VCL product. However, for 
rental the customer has to put 
down a £40 deposit. Virgin 
Retail's Pete Stone said that the 
operation could be extended to 
other stores if successful. 

Nord Media: rental is the key 

to profit in video 

RENTAL WAS the key word at this 
year's video conference held by 
Nord Media for both hardware and 
software, with Intervision 
commercial director Bev Ripley and 
Granada TV Rental marketing 
director David Parish both 
championing the cause of rental for 
video's development. 

Ripley said that producers can 
make more money from rental than 
sale as long as the appropriate 
royalties are paid and the system is 
policed. He also claimed that the 
cassette of Santa And The Three 
Bears made a larger return before 
Christmas than it would have done 
on theatrical release. 

"The provision of good material 

for rental is essential to the growth 
of the home video market," he said. 
"The cinema flourished during the 
last recession and perhaps the video 
market will grow in the recession of 
the Eighties. 

"Rental will also help to cut down 
piracy, as a customer would rather 
rent a legitimate product for £6 with 
broadcast quality than a bad quality 
pirate tape under the counter at £35. 
But it is a future which must include 
a reduction in paper work where 
possible, and flexible marketing." 

He also stressed the importance of 
guaranteeing a proper return to the 
programme producers with rental so 
the industry can continue to 
flourish. And rental is already a 

major force in the video industry, he 
added. 

From Granada, Parish showed 
that two-thirds of the public rent 
their television sets, and that the 
trend is the same for VCRs as it cuts 
out fears about machine 
obsolescence, repairs and reliablity. 
He also said that renters have better 
picture quality as they can call out 
engineers for the slightest fault. 

The UK is the second largest 
market in Europe after West 
Germany, and he hinted that this 
was due to the widespread 
availability of VCRs at a low cost, 
• More Nord Media news next 
week. 

Thorn-EMI production 

budget gets a boost 
THORN EMI Video Programmes 
has announced a £2.3 million 
production budget for 1981/82 
which will result in 50 hours of 
programme material. 

The company has appointed Peter 
Morley as controller of programmes 
and chairman of its programme 
selection commeltee. He will 
originate, commission and acquire 
programmes for the cassette range 
and the VHD video disc system 
launched in June next year. 

Big names take to RM package 

RECORD MERCHANDISERS is 
moving its music rack jobbing 
service into video, offering a 
package that has already been taken 
up by Dcbcnhams and Littlewoods. 

It is offering stores a basic 
package of 75 lop-selling titles from 
Thorn EMI, Warner Home Video, 
Precision Video, CIC, Magnetic 
Video, Brent Walker and IPC Video 
— all on a sale or return basis. The 
shops will also be supplied with the 
Thorn EMI dispenser unit and a 
catalogue with an additional 500 
titles which consumers can order. 

Point of sale material, including 

counter and show cards and window 
banners, are being supplied, as well 
as a smaller, wall-mounted rack 
holding 16 tapes and stocks of blank 
cassettes. A promotional cassette is 
also being provided in conjunction 
with Record Merchandisers' 
advertisers Le Conte Gale featuring 
Tomorrow's World presenter 
Michael Rodd. 

"There is no reason why video 
cassette sales should necessarily be 
confined to specialist outlets," said 
RM managing director Hasan 
Akhtar. "In exactly the same way as 
we have pioneered the growth of 
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Python (Wonty) Pictures Ltd In Association With Michael White Presents 
    GRAHAM CHAPMAN, 
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piicim free mom sz-miwoie film 
(WlWi-eMCONDS ADDED) ALL ON THE MME CASSETTE, 

Makes Ben Hur look like an Epic... 
This special edition of the feature 

film contains an extra 24-seconds of 
hitherto unseen material  

The film that set the cinema back 900 
years   

From the team that saw Star Wars, 
Superman and The Sound of Music  

Nominated for 26 Oscars, 3 Brians, a 
Maureen and 1 Sergio. 

AH in all, the best quite good film 
for a bit  
Britain's Best Selling Video Cassette, 
For 6 Weeks From Release ( New Standard] 
Order Nos: MP VMS 1 (VMS] 

MR BET 1 itletamax] 
TRADE PRICE £19.56p Plus VAT. 

"MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL". 
JOHN CLEESE, TERRY GILLIAM, ERIC IDLE, TERRY JONES MICHAEL PALIN Wrtt. CAROL CLEVELAND. CONNIE BOOTH, JOHN YOUNG 

JO..GOlor.lO.'Jt .'M^a^U.H.ronSTAKn Jt.HV JONfSHnnvQIUIAM 
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record and pre-recorded tape sales in 
the high street, I see no reason why 
video cassettes cannot be 
successfully sold in any retail outlet 
where there is a reasonably high 
traffic flow and a suitable consumer 
profile. 

"Pre-recorded video cassette sales 
increased by 100 per cent between 
June and December last year, and 
this year we expect the market to be 
worth £50 million at retail prices." 

The company is also planning to 
introduce a cassette rental scheme to 
all its dealerships later this year. 

News in 

brief... 

JVC IS holding the Tokyo Video 
Festival for the fourth consecutive 
year on May 1 with a closing dale for 
entries on August 15. It is the largest 
international competition of its kind 
and is open to amateurs and 
professionals, and is designed to 
promote video as a creative medium. 
IRISH DISTRIBUTOR Solomon 
& Peres has gone into video cassette 
distribution and is handling CIC, 
Warner, Rank, Inter-Ocean, Thorn 
EMI, Derann, IPC, VCL, ITC, 
Hokusbin and several other 
companies. The company has been 
distributing home entertainment 
equipment since 1924. 
POLYGRAM VIDEO has 
appointed Hilton Price as 
commercial manager. Price joined 
the PolyGram group in 1970. He 
was commercial director of 
Phonodisc and marketing research 
and planning executive of PolyGram 
Record Operations where he 
reported to Ramon Lopez. 
A FOUR hour video cassette is 
launched by Fuji into European 
markets this month. The company 
has also unveiled two new metal- 
coated video tapes which the 
company's president John Dale 
claimed would increase playback 
efficiency comparible to that of 
audio cassettes. But this will be 
marketed initially in the US only. 
MOL1NARE, the facilities house, 
has increased its facilities which 
include three location shoot vehicles 
with rates starling at £550 a day and 
various new studio machines 
including BVU editing machines. 
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Mateted by Charisma massociation with Brent Walker Available through Rbygram Record Operations Ltd, 

ALTHOUGH it was primarily a consumer show, Precision Video expects to 
open 100 new accounts following its exhibition at the recent Daily Mirror 
Home Video Show at the Cunard Hotel in London. The company said one 
customer spent £500 on Precision product. Pictured left to right are: Neil 
Richer, norther territory sales manager, Ray Si/vey southern territory sales 
managenand MD Walter Woyda. 

Precision and Warner take rental plunge 
TWO MAJOR software companies, Precision Video and Warner Home 
Video, arc going into video cassette rental later this year — leaving only 
Magnetic Video as a major with no rental plans. 

Precision is expected to finalise its rental arrangements by the middle of 
April and there will be a royally paid on each rental made. Warner Home 
Video has yet to finalise its plans but should be in the rental market by 
September. 

STATETUNE LTD 
Grant Road, Wellingborough, 

Northants NN8 1EE 
Quality 7" and 12" record pressings. 

Short and medium runs are our 
^ speciality. 

For further details contact: Andrew 
Lipinski (0933) 77442 Telex 311852 
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NEW CUSTOMER 

If you've got a pressing problem in April, 
you're in luck. As an introduction to our great 

.mpir—•iFfc. service we're offering £50 off for first 
^ 1 J orders over 1000 received before the 

30th-7" or 12". 

DURING APRIL 
Mayking offer top quality pressings - small or 

large runs, pop or classical - at competitive 
prices all year round. We offer exceptional value 
on labels and provide a sleeve service if you 
need it. 

Call us now, or tear this ad out and keep for 
future reference - we're here to help you. 
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DAVID HAMllTON'S SINGLE OF THE WEEK 
BERMUDA TRIANGLE - Barry Manilow 

DAVID HAMILTON'S ALBUM OF THE WEEK 
THIS OLE HOUSE, - Shakin' Stevens 

CAPITAL: PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
DANCING WITH THE REBELS — Original Mirrors 

CLYDE: CURRENT CHOICE 

DOWNTOWN: MUSIC MOVER THE SOUND OF GOODBYE - Jags 
FORTH: STATION PICK 

LUXEMBOURG: POWERPLAV 
FASCIST GROOVE THANG - Heaven 17 

BBC SCOTLAND: SINGLE OF THE WEEK 
ONLY SEVENTEEN — Barbara Dickson 

PENNINE: PENNINE PICK 

MANX ALBUM OF THE WEEK 
DANGER ON THE TITANIC - Sailor 

■P 93 9 0303 tfSS> ci «cVe3 -na: ^ 
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Rndio Ono listings are based on actual plays logged between 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
weekdays and 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, on a Friday to Thursday . 
cycle. Information supplied by Sham Tracking (01 460 7554). 
Listings exclude last week's Top 40 
AIR SUPPLY Lost In Love Arista ARIST 329 (F) 
AMOO, CHRIS This Must Be Love Precision PAR 118 (A) 
APRIL WINE Just Between You . . . Capitol CL 16184 (E) 
BELL & MARTIN Together Again Rampage RAM 48 (Fl 
BERRY, MIKE Diana Polydor POSP 232 (F) 
B.MOVIE Remembrance Day Deram DM 437 (F) 
BONNETT, GRAHAM Night Games Vertigo VER 1 (Fl 
BOWIE, DAVID Up The Hill. . . RCA BOW 9 (R) 
BUDD, JULjf Roses & Rainbows A&M AMS 8117 (C) 
BUREAU Only For Sheep WEA K 18478 (W) 
BAD MANNERS Just A Feeling Magnet MAG 187 (Al 
BENSON, GARY All Cried Out Warner Brothers K 17773 (W) 
GALE, J.J. Carry On island WIP 6686 (El 
CAINE, MARTI I'll Never See You Again BBC RESL 90 (A) 
CHAMPAIGN How'Bout Us CBS 1046 ICI 
CLAPTON, ERIC 1 Can't Stand It RSO 74 (F) 
CLASSiX NOUVEAUX Guilty United Artists BP 388 (Fl 
COOLlbGE, RITA Let's Go Dancing A&M AMS 8119 (C) 

CRAWFORD. RANDY Love^Theme RCA 676 (Cl 
CROSS, CHRIS Ride Like The Wind Warner Bros K 17582 (Wl 
CAMPBELL, TUCKER Dream Lover MCA 675 (C) 
DICKSON, BARBARA Only 17 Epic EPC 1058 ICI 
DETROIT SPINNERS Yesterday Once More Atlantic K 11564 IW) 
DEXY'S MIDNIGHT RUNNERS Plan B EMI 6046 (El 
DIRE STRAITS Skateaway Vertigo MOVIE 2 (F) 
EARTH WIND AND FIRE And Love Goes On CBS 9521 (C) 
DIAMOND, NEIL Hello Again Capitol CL 16176 |E| 
DEPECHE MODE Dreaming Of Me Mute 013 (PI 
EASTON, SHEENA Take My Time EMI 5135 (E) 
EDMUNDS, DAVE Almost Saturday SwanSong SSK 19424 (Wl 
EVERLY, PHIL Dare To Dream Epic EPC 9575 1C) 
EXPRESSOS Tango In Mono WEA K 18341 (Wl 
ENGELBERT After The Lovin' Epic EPC 1082 ICI 
FRANKLIN, ARETHA Can'tTurn . . . United Arista ARIST 395(F) 
FISCHER Z Marlise Liberty BP 387 (E) 
FIREFLY Love Excaliber 
FRICKE, JANIE Enough Of Each Other CBS 9396 (Cl 
GAYE, MARVIN Praise Motown TMG 1225 (El 
GAYLE, CRYSTAL Half The Way CBS 024 ICI 
GIBB, TERRIE Somebody's Knocking MCA 685 ICI 
GOLD, ANGIE Every Home . . . Kaleidoscope KRL 1032 (C) 
HARRIS, EMMYLOU Mr. Sandman Warner Bros. K17758 (Wl 
HOLLAND, JOOLS Bumble A&M AMS 8111 (C) 
HiGHTOWER, ROSE I IA We found Love Today Mirage IMA 001 (PI 
JACKSON, JERMAINE You Like Me Motown TMG 1222 IE) 
JONES GIRLS At peace Philadelphia PIRA 1030 IC) 
JONES, QUINCY Al No Corrida A&M AMS 8109 (C) 
JUPP, MICKEY Don't Talk To Me Good Foot GRF 001 IP) 
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Listings exclude last week's Top 40 
K1NNY, FERN I've Been Lonely . . . WEA K 79203 (W) 
LIQUID GOLD Don't Panic Polo 8(C) 
LOVICH, LENE New Toy Stiff BUY 97 (Cl 
LYNOTT, PHIL Yellow Peril Vertigo SOLO 3 (F) 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD I'm So Happy Mercury MER 64 (F) 
LEVEL 42 Love Games Polydor POSP 234 (F) 
LENNONIONO Wajching The Wheels Geffen K 79207 IW) 
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MANILOW, BARRY Bermuda Triangle Arista ARIST 406 (F) 
MARSHALL, KEITH Only Crying Arrival PIK 2 (P) 
MEISNER, RANDY Hearts On Fire Epic EPC 9476 IC)  
MOTELS Danger Capitol CL 16185(E) 
MATCHBOX Babes|n_The Wood Magnet MAG 193 (A) 
MINOTT, SUGAR Good Thing Going RCA 58 (Rl  
MILSAP, RONNIE Smoky rv'on "Uan RCA 41 ' R): 
ORIGINAL MIRRORS Dancing . . . Mercury MER 65JF)_ 
OTTAWAN Hands Up Carrere CAR 183 (Wl 
9 BELOWJ!ER0 3 Times Enough A&M AMS SI IOJC) 
NELSON, BILL Banal Mercury WELL 1/12 (F) _ _ _ 
NASH THE SLASH 19th Nervous Breakdown DinDisc DIN 29 (C) 
NELSON, WILLIE Stardust CBS 1083 (C) 
PART0N, DOLLY 9 To 5 RCA 9397 (R) - 
PRELUDE When Two Worlds Collide MCA 2001 (Cl 

.c:,>j'cr«"iT,ajFjaj.arf7*arr' & T1 -p ^ </> r?) C- "i- r"' r-" r-y rC. <<. C^- rC- •i- r/^ 

PARKER, RAY/RAYDI0 A Woman Needs Love Arista ARIST 392 (F) 
PEEK, KEVIN Sail Plane Ariola ARO 255 (A) 
RABBITT, EDDIE I Love A Rainy Night Asylum K 12498 (W) 
RED SPEEDWAGON Keep On Loving You Epic EPC 9544 (C) 
ROBERTSON, B.A. Saint Saens Asylum (W) 
ROSS, DIANA One More Chance Motown TMG 1227 (E) 
ROBINSON, SMOKEY Being With You Motown 
RACEY Shame RAK 329(E)   _ 
RUSHEN, PATRICE Look Up Elektra K 12506 (W) 
R0USS0S, DEMIS Race To The End Polydor POSP 238 (F) 
SINCER0S Disappearing Epic EPC 1084 (C) 
SHAKATAK Living In The UK Polydor POSPX 230(F) 
SHAKIN' PYRAMIDS Take A Trip 
SOUL, DAVID Fool For Love Energy NRG 004 (ZLH) 
SPACEK, SISSY Coalminer's Daughter MCA 674(C) 
SPRINGSTEEN, BRUCE Sherry Darling CBS 9568 (C) 
STEWART, ROD Oh God I Wish . . . Riva 29 (W) 
SUMMER, DONNA Who Do You Think . . . K 79201 (W) 
SISTER SLEDGE All American Girls Atlantic K 11656 (W) 
STIFFS Goodbye My Love Stiff BUY 66 (C) 
SHALAMAR Make That Move Solar S017(R) 
STIFF LITTLE FINGERS Just Fade Away Chrysalis CHS 2510 (F) 
SPANDAU BALLET Muscle Bound Chrysalis CHS 2509 (Fl 
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STYX Too Much Time A&M AMS 8118 (C) 
SMALL ADS Small Ads Bronze BRO 115 (Fl 
TAYLOR/SOUTHER Her Town Too CBS 1048 ICI 
THOMPSON, ALI Foolish Child A&M AMS 8105 IC) 
THUMANN, HARRY Underwater Decca F 13901 (F) 
WARD, CLIFFORD T Contrary WEA K 18486 (W) 
WRIGHT, BETTY What Are You Going . . . Epic 1086 (C) 
WEBB/HAYWARD Unexpected Song Polydor POSP 235 (F) 
WHITTAKER, ROGER Tall Dark Stranger Columbia DB 9092 (E) 
WILLIAMS, ALAN Doing Things With You Carrere CAR 181 (W) 
WINWODD, STEVE Spanish Dancer island WIP 6680 (E) 
WASHINGTON, GROVER JNR. Just The Two Of Us   
XTC_Respectab,e St. Virgin VS 407 (C) 
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.YOU ASKED ME TO 

LIMITED EDITION PICTURE BAG 

RCA 48 

TAKEN FROM THE ALBUM 

"GUITAR MAN" 

RCA LP 5010 CASSETTE RCA K 5010 

ltc/l 
ORDER PROM: RCA LIMITED, LYNG LANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 7ST. TELEPHONE: 021-525 3000 
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