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Rental businesses 

flourishing in the 

wake of CD growth 

£1.25 

THE DEVELOPMENT of the 
compact disc is encouraging 
the growth of the mail order 
business and with it rental 
clubs and libraries which 
pose a home-taping threat to 
both manufacturers and re- 
tailers. 

Ironically, the disc's inherent 
attributes are contributing to its 
attractiveness as a mail order and 
rental item — its compactability, 
compared to the LP, make it re- 
latively easy and cheap to pack- 
age and post, and its durability 
means that one disc can earn 
income from multiple rentals 
without fear of it being damaged. 

The CD's resistance to wear 
and tear is also responsible for 
the developing trade in "used" 
discs. 

The idea of selling records by 
post — apart from the mail order 
clubs dealing in box sets and pre- 

mium lines — is not new to this 
country, but it has until now been 
the province of a handful of spe- 
cialist dealers serving a need of 
record buyers living in remote 
areas or overseas. 

But a rash of advertisements in 
the Gramophone and Which 
Compact Disc? (formerly Hi-Fi For 
Pleasure) has heralded an 
apparently thriving new business 
for established record dealers 
and new disc "libraries". 

Traditional outlets like Oliver 
Crombie of Golders Green see CD 
by post as an essential part of his 
business. "It's building all the 
time and we certainly need it to 
survive," he says. "It doesn't 
affect my over-the-counter trade 
because most of my postal cus- 
tomers either live abroad or in 
the country out of London." 

But it is the CD libraries and 
clubs that are causing concern for 
the BPI which sees them as 

fanning the flames of home- 
taping. Indeed, the BPI has pre- 
sented Information & Technology 
Minister Geoffrey Pattie with a 
current issue of Which Compact 
Disc? in order to stress the urgent 
need for legislation to curb disc 
rental. 

They pointed out advertising 
headlines like, "Select any com- 
pact disc for only £1 a week" 
which introduced the Silver Disc 
Library of Bristol, and "You can 
save a small fortune with Com- 
pact Disc Library" — an Uxbridge 
company which offers rental at 
lOp per disc per day and the 
chance to then buy the disc "at 
below retail price". 

The long-established record 
library Squires Gate of Blackpool 
offers CDs at 7p per day to mem- 
bers who pay membership of 
£7.50 a year; the Wilson Stereo 
Library of Bexhill-on-Sea has also 
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shun USA for Africa single 

EVERY RECORD retail chain in the UK — with 
the exception of HMV and Virgin — declared 
last week that it will not be stocking We Are 
The World by USA For Africa, the American 
equivalent of Band Aid. 

The chains appeared to be unhappy at being asked 
to again forfeit profits without having the security of 
the sale-or-return deal they were given with Do They 
Know It's Christmas? Their reluctance has been 
aggravated by CBS' failure to supply a detailed 
breakdown of where the money from the single 
would be going. 

It is understood that the 7-inch will be sold to 
shops at £1.49 and the 12-inch at £2.99 and that 
retailers will be asked to sell them at cost. 

A spokesman for WH Smith said: "We took the 
decision in line with a number of our competitors. 
The terms which we were being offered did not even 
cover our costs." He would not discuss the details of 
those terms but commented: "They were very diffe- 
rent from Band Aid." 

A Woolworths spokesman emphasised the com- 

pany was not opposed to the spirit of the record and 
said: "We were more than happy to sell over 25 per 
cent of Do They Know It's Christmas? but we have 
our responsibility as retailers and we have taken a 
commercial decision." 

The Boots group of companies is sending drugs 
and other supplies to Ethiopia and Sudan on its own 
initiative and a spokesman said: "We have to look at 
the total work we do for charity. There are areas 
where we would like to help and others where we 
like to take our own initiative." 

Only Virgin is committed to selling the single 
although HMV was deciding this week whether to 
stock it. It is understood that Our Price will not be 
handling We Are The World. 

Information coming from CBS about the single — 
due for release on April 1 — has been scant and 
confused due to a combination of the record's Amer- 
ican origins and the fact that chairman Maurice 
Oberstein and MD Paul Russell have been out of the 
country, A statement giving full details was being 
promised for this week. 

CAROL WILSON, former MD of 
Virgin Music and founder of Din- 
disc and Interdisc, has joined 
WE A Records as general mana- 
ger of A&R. Wilson's signings in- 
clude Sting, Human League and 
OMD and WEA says her appoint- 
ment is part of its commitment to 
A&R in the UK. Pictured with her 
are Max Hole (left), WEA's UK 
head of A&R, and company chair- 
man Rob Dickins. 

We've moved 

MUSIC WEEK/705 
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Publications, 
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House, Hampstead 
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NW1 7QZ 
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Chiysalis/MAM to 

merge, go public 

BARRING LAST minute hitches, a 
proposed merger between the 
Chrysalis Group and Manage- 
ment Agency & Music (MAM) will 
go ahead and Chrysalis will be- 
come a publicly-quoted com- 
pany. 

News that the two companies 
were mooting merger plans 
broke last week when MAM re- 
quested a suspension of dealings 
in its shares following bid spe- 
culation. 

City pundits suggest that the 
deal will take for the form of a 
takeover by privately-owned 
Chrysalis of the smaller MAM — 
the company launched by Gor- 
don Mills in the Sixties initially to 
manage the careers of Tom 
Jones and Engelbert Humper- 
dinck — thereby giving Chrysalis 
a stock market listing. 

This is confirmed by a state- 
ment issued by Chrysalis last Fri- 
day in which the company re- 
vealed that, should the merger go 
through, "it is envisaged that the 

existing management team of 
Chrysalis will have the major 
involvement in the management 
of the combined group". 

MAM director Stanley Fenn 
told MW: "It will be an amicable 
merger. Talks will go on for at 
least a week before the exact 
shape of the deal emerges and 
heads of agreement are signed." 

Neither side was prepared to 
discuss the merger in any detail, 
but the attraction of MAM for 
Chrysalis presumably lies in its 
diversification into juke boxes, 
fruit machines, hotels and video 
— providing Chrysalis with a 
much broader base than its pre- 
sent recording/publishing/studio 
profile and making it a more 
attractive investment proposi- 
tion. 
• The merger proposal comes 
only three months after Chrysalis 
chairman Chris Wright bought 
out fellow founder Terry Ellis for 
a sum that has been speculated 
at around $22m. 

CD News, reviews and features 

— see pull-out feature 

What are 

HOWARD JONES, PHILIP BAILEY & PHIL COLLINS, 

PAUL YOUNG, ALISON MOYET, FOREIGNER, 

NICK KERSHAW, PRINCE, DEAD OR ALIVE, ZZ TOP 

All doing together on page 11...? 
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News pages 
edited by 
JEFF CLARK-MEADS 

News in brief... 
REGGAE LABEL Trojan Records 
is launching a new series of 
albums and cassettes under the 
banner The Original Reggae Hit- 
sound. First releases will include 
The Pioneers, The Maytals and 
The Ethiopians, and the series 
will be launched with Desmond 
Dekker And The Aces. 

Label boss Patrick Meads com- 
ments: "Each release will focus 
on one particular artist and fea- 
ture not only their hits, but also 
material from their early develop- 
ing years." 
STIFF RECORDS has signed Los 
Angeles club act The Untouch- 
ables. First release in the UK is 
the single, Free Yourself, the 
video for which was voted top 
independent video by Billboard. 
SKRATCH MUSIC has launched a 
third label, Debut Records, to 
showcase the company's pop 
and soul/funk material. First re- 
lease is Hollywood Nights by for- 
mer Sweet Sensation singer Mar- 
cel King. 

Alan A Freeman 
ALAN A FREEMAN, who died of 
an apparent heart attack on 
March 15, was a pioneer pop re- 
cord producer of the Fifties, Six- 
ties and Seventies who worked 
with top-selling artists such as 
Lonnie Donegan, Johnny Bran- 
don, Edmund Hockridge, Joe 
Henderson, Joan Regan, Dennis 
Lotis and Lita Roza, plus a mem- 
ber of Marty Wilde's band called 
Justin Hayward. 

He also founded the Polygon 
label, whose stars included Petu- 
ia Clark and Jimmy Young and 
continued his producing work 
when the identity changed to 
Nixa and Pye-Nixa in the early 
Fifties. 

Indies look forward to 

an aggressive 

successor to the ILA 
INDIE LABELS have expressed a 
cautious interest in the new Inde- 
pendent Phonographic Industry, 
the organisation set up to replace 
the liquidated Independent 
Labels Association (MW, Feb 16), 
but at the same time have criti- 
cised the ILA for being ineffectual 
and obscure. 

They want an organisation that 
is prepared to be aggressive in 
lobbying on their behalf — which 
is why few labels are upset at the 
passing of the low-profile ILA. 

lain McNay of Cherry Red com- 
mented: "The ILA had its heart in 
the right place, but it never made 
involvement with it attractive to 
the larger indie organisations. It 
couldn't provide anything for the 
larger indies because most of us 
already have our own basic ser- 
vices and they were never in- 
terested in becoming a lobbying 
organisation. 

"There is very much scope for 
a well-organised indie lobbying 
body, but it's going to have to be 
political to a degree and it's going 
to have to lobby quite fiercely on 
our behalf on occasion." 

A spokesman for Red Rhino 
agreed: "The ILA was never a 
force within the industry which 
was a shame because the idea 
was good. The idea was neces- 

sary but the reality was super- 
fluous." 

And Davina Stevenson at Mute 
echoed: "I've often wondered 
what the ILA was and what it did. 
I do think, though, it would be 
quite useful if there were a body 
to help labels and give advice." 

Andy Childs at Demon Records 
remarked; "A central organisa- 
tion could do some good by 
awakening the retail side and 
showing there was a whole indie 
market rather than a few scat- 
tered labels, but to a certain ex- 
tent the ILA did a disservice be- 
cause it was not a thorough orga- 
nisation." 

Dave Whitehead, general man- 
ager of indie distributor Pinnacle, 
said: "The concept of the ILA was 
interesting, but it never actually 
seemed to have much bearing on 
what the labels wanted." 

However, Trisha O'Keefe, a for- 
mer director of the ILA and now a 
consultant to the IPI, countered 
that the ILA was never meant to 
be a political or aggressive orga- 
nisation, merely a central in- 
formation service. She added 
that the IPI had been set up with 
the intention of being a pressure 
group for the indies. 

And IPI founder Len Beadle 
commented: "We will give a 
cohesive voice to the indie 
scene." He said the IPI would be 
running an advisory service 
through which member labels 
could make an unlimited number 
of calls to lawyers, accountants 
and other consultants. 

The IPI intends to ask 10 prom- 
inent people from all areas of the 
indie industry to make up its 
council which will then meet at 
the end of April. 

Hip-Hop happening 
A TEN-DAY festival showcasing all facets of the New York-bred hip-hop 
scene is being presented by Euston's Shaw Theatre on April 9-18, under 
the banner of The Rap Attack. Events will include rapping, scratching, 
body popping, break dancing and graffiti art, as well as workshops and 
performances. One of the scene's innovators, Afrika Bambaataa, will be 
on hand to help out with some workshops and produce an "extravagan- 
za", featuring show-downs between UK DJs and an on-stage graffiti 
battle. 

R&R MUSIC'S Ron McCreight 
and Robert Lemon (seated) have 
signed a long-term pressing, dis- 
tribution and sales agreement 
with EMI for their new R4 Re- 
cords label which has been laun- 
ched as a sister company to 
R&R's management and pub- 
lishing operations. First releases 
via EMI will be new Scots band. 
Pure Glass, and The Higsons. 
Also pictured are EMI's business 
affairs manager Gareth Hopkins 
and label manager Norman 
Bates. (R&R's label was previous- 
ly announced as R2 Records, but 
the name was changed to avoid 
confusion with R2 Records run by 
Robb Eden's Contemporary 
Music Consultants). 
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Budget received as a 

Severe disappointmenf 

THERE WERE few crumbs of comfort for the music 
industry in last week's Budget and entertainment 
industry accountants Sloane & Co went as far to 
describe it as "a severe disappointment", 

"The Budget has done little to encourage an indus- 
try which has already greatly suffered from the 
current economic situation," says Sloanes. "The low 
pound and the high cost of borrowing in the UK has 
had crippling effects on the entertainment business. 

"Over the past few years not enough money has 
been invested in the industry which, because of its 
increasing dependence on technology, desperately 
needs more money to expand. The strong dollar has 
also caused problems, Americans with pounds to 
spend have been busily signing up UK bands, acts 
and shows, and the cost of importing equipment has 
soared." 

The abolition of the upper limit on employers' 
national insurance contributions will dramatically 
affect the thinking behind employment of higher 
paid technical staff and executives, says Sloanes. 
"For example, a £30,000 employee could cost a 
company an additional £1,800 per annum." 

The relaxation of tax constraints on promotional 
gifts could be of interest to the record industry, with 
tax allowances on the limit of such gifts and incen- 
tives rising from £2 to £10. Sloanes sees this as 
giving greater financial freedom to companies 
wishing to promote their artists and products. 

BP1 director general John Deacon agreed that 
there was little in the Budget of direct interest to 
the industry. "Certainly the changes in personal 
taxation will not have the consumers rushing into 
the shops," he said. 

Injunction on Saxon 

dismissed by Judge 

A HIGH COURT judge has refused an application by Carrere Records for 
an injunction which would have prevented heavy metal band Saxon 
from recording with EMI, the company which signed them in January. 

Carrere claimed Saxon had several months of their contract with the 
company still to run and went to court in London seeking an injunction. 
Saxon argued that they had validly terminated their contract and were 
free to negotiate another. 

The judge said he would not grant an injunction preventing Saxon 
earning a living and declared that the proper court to hear Carrere's 
claims was in France where the company is based. 

A spokesman for Carrere said: "It was pointed out that the court's 
decision not to grant an injunction was based on legal argument about 
the nature of the injunction applied for and not on the merit of Carrere's 
claims." 

An EMI spokesman commented: "EMI Records is delighted at the 
outcome of the hearing and is now able to record and release the next 
Saxon album without delay. The band are currently busy recording in 
Germany." 

Trust leaves 

ATV Music 
SAM TRUST, chief executive of 
ATV Music, has resigned and left 
the company by amicable agree- 
ment before the expiry of his con- 
tract on March 31. 

UK finance adviser Julian Ap- 
pieson is acting chief executive, 
commuting between London and 
New York, but at presstime there 
was no statement with regard to 
any permanent successor to 
Trust. 

More charges 

for Jones 
From PHIL TRIPP 

SYDNEY: Former WEA Australia 
financial director, Alan Jones, 
has been charged with four more 
counts of "a director cheating 
and defrauding a company". 
These are in addition to the three 
charges laid at the time of his 
arrest (AW, February 2). 

The charges relate to cheques 
totalling SA447,000 (£270,000) 
drawn against WEA Retail, War- 
ner Bros Music and WEA Records 
between January 1983 and 
November 1984. Jones was with 
WEA for 13 years before leaving 
last December. 

The alleged misappropriation 
was uncovered by a new accoun- 
tant last November and the mat- 
ter was referred to the company's 
auditors for verification which re- 
sulted in the investigation and 
arrest of Jones by Sydney fraud 
squad detectives. 

Glyn Johns 
THE PRODUCER referred to by 
the judge in the EMI/Ray Jackson 
court case judgment (AW, Mar 
23) was Chris John and not Glyn 
Johns as stated in our report. 
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Departing 

Simons 
CYRIL SIMONS is relinquishing 
his post as managing director of 
MCA Music this spring after 
35 years. During that time with 
the company (formerly known as 
Leeds Music). Simons has been 
associated with many hits, in- 
cluding Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Evita, Downtown, This Is My 
Song and artists such as Cliff 
Richard, Tom Jones, Engelbert 
Humperdinck, The Moody Blues, 
Petula Clark and Tony Hatch. 

AW understands that Simons 
is not retiring but has plans for 
other music industry activities 
which he will announce later. 
MCA Music will be directed after 
his departure by Rick Shoemaker 
as acting MD in conjunction with 
Serena Benedict, the present 
director of business affairs. 

PICTURED AT their signing to 
Charisma are Newcastle band 21 
Strangers with Charisma MD 
Steve Weltman (second left} and 
the band's manager Chas Chand- 
ler (second right). 

Elton's action 
A DATE has now been set for the 
hearing of Elton John's action 
against Dick James Music to se- 
cure copyrights, estimated to be 
worth £30m, of all his songs from 
1967 to 1975. 

The High Court hearing will 
start on June 4 and is expected to 
last several weeks. At stake are 
rights to some of John's best- 
known hits, including Rocket 
Man, Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 
and Saturday Night's All Right 
For Fighting. 

His action follows similar 
successful claims by Gilbert 
O'Sullivan and Sting. At the time 
that it was revealed that John 
was planning the action, DJM 
managing director Stephen 
James said: "If we lose this case 
it could mean the end of the 
music industry as we know it. No 
recording company will ever 
want to invest in an artist again." 

1st China release 
CHINA RECORDS, the company 
formed by former A&M manag- 
ing director Derek Green, had its 
first release scheduled for Friday 
(29), a single from singer-song- 
writer Kevin Kitchen called Put 
My Arms Around You. 

Rentals flourishing 

FROM PAGE 1 
moved in to CDs with a "try be- 
fore you buy" service which 
waives the loan fee is the disc is 
subsequently purchased at "20 
per cent discount prices". 

Tony Grieve, who set up The 
Compact Disc Exchange in May 
last year says his business is 
"really starting to take off". He 
started the mail order library 
from his home with no previous 
experience of the record trade 
and says he sees his business as 
providing a service for record 
buyers who "are not prepared to 
pay £10 for a disc". 

Paul Crockett launched The CD 
Library with his redundancy pay 
when he lost his job as a market- 
ing manager last May and has 
built a membership of 400 — 

many in London and the South- 
East. 

He estimates that about a third 
of his customers regularly buy 
the discs they rent, and he ack- 
nowledges that some of his cus- 
tomers are probably indulging in 
home-taping. 

Most manufacturers trading 
terms forbid the use of their pro- 
ducts for rental, or the re-sale to 
anyone who rents discs, but the 
clubs are obviously able to se- 
cure supplies. 

"We are watching the situation 
very carefully," says BPI director 
general John Deacon, "and we 
will be again stressing the need 
for legislation when we make our 
Green Paper submission to the 
Department of Trade." 
• Compact Disc special feature 
— centre pages. 
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DESPITE THE complexity of the financial negotiations 
surrounding the proposed Chrysalis-MAM merger, c,lr|s 
Wright, who it seems, will run the whole shooting match 
should the deal go through, has still found time to slip 
away on one of his periodic tour of overseas licensees, 
and as news of the merger talks broke last week, Wright 
was 12,000 miles away in Australia . . . Chrysalis staff, 
meanwhile, were ruminating on the company's remark- 
able change in fortune — six months ago the future was 
uncertain, what with the Wright-Ellis breach and talk of 
the comany being taken over; now Wright has a new 
lease of life following his buy-out of Ellis, and it looks as 
if Chrysalie will soon be a publicly-quoted company . . . 
Martin Ditcham, of Man Jumping, Is considering the 
irony of being able to buy an import copy of the group's 
Cocteau LP in Honolulu (where he was playing in Sade's 
band at the CBS convention last week), while back in the 
UK you still can't buy it in any Our Price shop because of 
Pinnacle's dispute with the chain . .. The David Platz- 
Howie Richmond de-merger hearing is set for May 13 
and is expected to last five'days .. . American David Lee 
Stone, who is said to have been responsible for the 
broadcast style and music policy of Laser, joins the Radio 
Luxembourg DJ team next week. 

THE VARIOUS activities at the 2nd International DJ 
Convention, organised by the Disco Mix Club at the 
Hippodrome recently, raised £4,000 for the Band Aid 
Fund and a further €400 for Music Therapy . . . Bill Hood, 
anti-piracy investigator for the BPI and IFPI, moving to 
New Zealand with his Kiwi bride to work in the video 
industry there .. . Regional breakout expected in the 
Charing Cross Road area for She Goes To Fine's by Toy 
Dolls . . . Radio Four is planning a programme on hero 
worship and would like to hear from groupies — if there 
are any among MW readers, don't call us, ring Alec Reid 
at BBC Bristol (0272 732211) ... A boy, Dale, to Arista 
press officer Patsy Johnston . . . Polydor's latest signing, 
Two People, impressed at a Ronnie Scott's showcase gig 
. . . Richard Verson has added Gerry Rafferty to his 
management roster and has a new contact number: 
01-894 5191 . . . Renee & Renato getting a big US push 
with a TV-advertised album following deal struck be- 
tween Hollywood Records and Suffolk Marketing Inc . , . 
As Freddie Mercury works on his solo album, other 
Queen members are busy: Roger Taylor producing three 
acts for Virgin and guesting on Elton John's next album 
together with John Deacon, while Brian May finalises the 
sound for the Rock In Rio video and tours the US 
promoting his custom-built guitar and a new pick-up he's 
put his name to. 
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Roseman crashes 

owing £230,000 

POP VIDEO maker Jon Roseman Television Ltd — which produced videos for 
many top acts including Wham! and Big Countr/ — crashed owing £230,000 
because of the company's "fundamental lack of financial control", company 
liquidator Stephen Swaden told a meeting of creditors. 

The firm called in Swaden in February despite its annual turnover having 
reached a record £600,000 and he said after his appointment that video- 
makers must be businessmen as well as artists. 

Swaden told the creditors meeting that the company began in July 1979 
with only a book keeper and two secretaries as permanent staff. Roseman 
spent only one-fifth of his time looking after the company's affairs, concen- 
trating instead on getting business from the record companies, finding video 
directors and overseeing productions. 

In 1984 the company made about 45 videos against 20 during 1983 but still 
found itself short of cash, reported Swaden. Roseman's bankers would not 
increase the overdraft and the shortcomings of the accounting system put off 
several would-be backers. The company went into creditors' voluntary 
liquidation with an estimated unsecured debt of £230,000. Swaden com- 
mented that Roseman's explanations for the company's failure "indicate a 
fundamental lack of financial control". 

The liquidator added: 'There is a clear lesson to the growing numbers of 
video-makers here. They should aim to be good businessmen as well as 
great artists. Hopefully, other video-makers will learn from this mistake." 

Roseman now operates in the UK through JRTV, set up with Howard 
Kruger to capitalise on Roseman's creativity and Kruger's business abilities. 

Kruger is a partner in and financial backer of the company and Roseman 
commented: "More important than that is his business ability and his talent 
for looking after the organisation and the nit-picking details. I'm not very 
good at the financial side. I'm good at finding directors and making videos." 

Roseman emphasised that JRTV is doing extensive work for the crashed 
company's debtors as a method of paying off the money owed to them. 
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BILLY RANKIN is persuaded to sign 
a long-term worldwide manage- 
ment deal with Irate Management 
by Irate director Tristan Rich Heft) 
and managing director Jim White 
(right). 

West Side DC 

release for 

chart spot 

LEONARD BERNSTEIN'S first re- 
cording of his most popular music- 
al, West Side Story, is to be re- 
leased in April with opera stars Kiri 
Te Kanawa and Jose Carreras as 
the lovers. The LP is set to be the 
largest selling title in the 87-year 
history of Deutsche Grammophon. 

The double album, recorded in 
New York last year, has already 
sold over 100,000 units in advance 
orders throughout the world. A 
programme on BBC TV's Omnibus 
in May on the making of the record 
is due to be featured on the front 
cover of the Radio Times, and con- 
sequently the response in the UK is 
expected to be phenomenal. 

"In addition to the 12-inch single 
already planned, we have decided 
to release a 7-inch single, probably 
with the songs America and Maria," 
said DG's label manager. Bill Hol- 
land. 

"We are confident that West Side 
Story will make both the single and 
album charts — at the moment it 
looks like the biggest thing we have 
ever seen," added Holland. The re- 
cordings will be available in the first 
week of April, and the Omnibus 
programme is to be screened on 
May 10. 
# See also page 20. 

Directory 

f RECENT MOVES: Professional 
f Photographic Services, headed by 
chairman Doug McKenzie, to 14-22 
Ossory Road, London SE1 (01-273 
0200) ... Mix Records, Music and 
Artist Management to 15 Harvey 
Mews, Harvey Road, London N8 
9PA (01-348 1903) ... Steve C 
Smith, of Abbey Records and 
Gimell Records, to 35 St Clements, 
Oxford, OX4 1AB (Oxford 246266). 
The address and numbers for John 
Walton and Peter Phillips are un- 
changed ... Sloane & Co. to 112 
a&b, Westbourne Grove, London 
W2 5RU. 

American 

Commentary 

Rose-coloured visions 

From IRA MAYER , , 
NEW YORK: "I'm somewhat disappointed that th®r® not 
been another WEA to come along in the international market 
an entrepreneurial operation with a strong source of mterna- 
ti^a" repertoire " says Phil Rose, WEA International executive 
VP Rose retires on April 1, having served 15 years m his present 
position^ and having nurtured WEA's international develop- 
m "The stakes have gone so high," he told Mus/c ^efrfrom his 
home in Palm Desert, California, that th®r®'u®L,h "hLn it 
smaller entities breaking through the way ' 
started its international operation. That bodes saJ^jV fo 

industry that relies on finding and breaking new artists. 
"The future relies on local managers — but they are currently 

handcuffed by the large corporations with no entrepreneurial 
spirit. You need creative people to begin with and they have 
to be allowed to use that creativity." 

Is Rose concerned for WEA's own future as well as the 
industry's? "I'm always fearful the moment accountants and 
lawyers suppress creativity. That's when you have a real 
problem on your hands. I see that in many companies, including 
WEA. One longs for a Virgin to capture larger and larger shares. 
But I don't see that happening, and I have to wonder why it 
hasn't." 

Arioia, Rose suggests, may have the strength and the back- 
ing to move forward in a bigger way now that it is joining forces 
with RCA. Similarly, he adds. Chrysalis once looked as though it 
could foster a truly international operation, but now appears to 
have missed its chance. 

"The industry — whether we're talking about LPs, compact 
discs, or video cassettes — still requires selling artists. I fear 
that the industry may already have gone the way of the movie 
business. The movie companies are now essentially bankrol- 
lers, with the creative people on the outside." 

Rose's hope, despite the feeling that the price of developing, 
nurturing and marketing artists has gone so high, is that "there 
could be sanity brought back to the bargaining table, and there 
could be an opportunity for another WEA to develop. There's 
always potential. I just hope the handcuffs stay loose enough." 

THERE'S AN unusual twist to USA Band, the group being 
managed by Ron Alexenburg, former head of Infinity and a past 
chief at CBS/Epic. The group has been developed specifically to 
meet the needs of Anheuser-Busch, the brewery responsible for 
Budweiser beer. 

A-B sponsored a formal debut at New York's Limelight disco, 
and will have the right to put its name on tickets, T-shirts and 
other promotional items once the band has a record deal. 

The concept belongs to Kenny Bloom and Harry Krebs, 
whose HB Creative Services is a market research and consult- 
ing outfit. Krebs doubles as the band's drummer and songwri- 
ter. 

CD Shorts: The Compact Disc Group believes that duplicating 
capacity will catch up and meet CD demand by mid-summer. A 
plant capable of manufacturing "several million" CDs annually 
is being planned in Toronto, Canada. Target start-up date: 
January 1986. CBS is thinking about expanding its CD duplicat- 
ing capacity with a new factory in the US or elsewhere. Given 
recent problems with the CBS/Sony joint venture, any new 
such effort would likely be a solo move. 

SHORTS: CBS estimates 1984 record and tape sales at $4,464 
billion, surpassing the industry's peak year of 1978 by eight per 
cent. The figure is an increase of 17 per cent over 1983. RCA 
record and tape sales rose by four per cent in dollar value last 
year to $621.8m, primarily through increased record club 
volume. 

24 track control room & studio design by Munro Assocs/Turnkey Two. Harrison 
automated console. Soft-domed monitors by Munro/Quested. All Tape Machines by Otari 
plus digital mastering by Sony. AMS & Lexicon digital reverb & EMT plate reverb. AMS 
delays plus vast range of outboard hardware. Air conditioning throughout. Artistes 
lounge & kitchen. Plus I 6 track pre-production/songwriting suite. Ring us for 
viewing, bookings and new brochure. Telephone (01) 485 48 10, 267 4680. 
Telex 89669 I (TLXIR G) Attn R948 

PLACE IT IN YOUR MEMORY 
Aosis Audio V isual 1 OA Bclmonl: Street London NW1 8HH Telephone 485 4810 / 267 4680 
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Are you 

throwing 

away 3S0/o 

of your 

market? 

H 

isn't it? 
It sounds incredible-but it's true. 
Last year. Sun readers accounted for 

35% of all money spent on records and pre- 
recorded tapes in Britain. 

In doing so, they parted with well over 
£100 million. 

Ask yourself, how many record 
companies can afford to miss out on that 
sort of money? 

Sun readers spent more on IPs and pre- 
recorded tapes than the readers of the 5 
leading music titles put together. 

And ZVz times more Sun readers 
bought singles than the readers of any of the 
music publications. 

It all goes to show that if you're 
selling records and tapes-The Sun delivers 
record sales. Talk to Adam Hollywood now. 
(01)353 9889. 

the 

Sun 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST SELLING 
DAILY NEWSPAPER. 

Source-. TG11984. 
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COMPACT DISCS 

FED UP WITH C.DIs ALWAYS 

CDV2345 PHIL COLLINS 
NO JACKET REQUIRED 

CDV2310 O.M.D. 
JUNK CULTURE 

CDV2185 PHIL COLLINS 
FACE VALUE 

CDV2326 HEAVEN 17 
HOW MEN ARE 

CDV2330 CULTURE CLUB 
WAKING UP WITH THE HOUSE ON FIRE 

CDV2253 HEAVEN 17 
THE LUXURY GAP 

CDV2232 CULTURE CLUB 
KISSING TO BE CLEVER 

CBRCD102 GENESIS 
ABACAB 

CDV2212 TANGERINE DREAM 
EXIT 

CDV2290 DAVID SYLVIAN 
BRILLIANT TREES 

CDV2308 MIKE OLDFIELD 
DISCOVERY 

CDV2025 TANGERINE DREAM 
RUBYCON 

CDV2286 CHINA CRISIS 
WORKING WITH FIRE AND STEEL 
CDV2I92 HUMAN LEAGUE 
DARE 
CDOVED6 LEAGUE UNLIMITED ORCHESTRA 
LOVE AND DANCING'   
AND FORTHCOMING RELEASES FROM GENESIS ■ SCRiniPOUTTI ■ LOOSE ENDS • WORKING WEEK ■ EURYTHMICS ■ THE KILLING FIELDS 
etc., etc. DEALER PRICE £6.00 + VAT (except' £4.25 + VAT). 
SEE YOUR VIRGIN REP FOR DETAILS OR RINO EMI TELESALES FOR A FULL CATALOGUE. (C.DCs INSTOCK ATTIME OF GOINGTOPRESS) 

c 

I COMPACT 

I TOP-30 

n 

DIGITAL AUDIO 
TOP-30 

1 PHIL COLLINS: No Jacket Required ' 
Label 
Virgin 

2 SADE: Diamond Life Epic 

; 3 ALISON MOYET: "Alf" CBS 

4 MADONNA: Like A Virgin Sire 

5 TINA TURNER: Private Dancer Capitol 

6 JOAN ARMATRADING; Secret Secrets A&M 

7 PHIL COLLINS: Hello, I Must Be Going! Virgin 

8 TEARS FOR FEARS: Songs From The Big Chair Mercury 

9 JULIAN LENNON: Valotte Charisma/Virgin 

10 PHIL COLLINS: Face Value Virgin 

11 ZZ TOP: Eliminator Warner Brothers 

12 TALKING HEADS: Stop Making Sense EMI 

13 WHAM!: Make It Big Epic 

14 VARIOUS ARTISTS: Chess RCA 

15 BR0NSK1 BEAT; The Age Of Consent Forbidden Fruit/London 

16 ULTRAVOX: The Collection 
Label 
Chrysalis 

17 PINK FLOYD: Dark Side Of The Moon Harvest 

19 DIRE STRAITS: Love Over Gold Vertigo 

20 FOREIGNER: Agent Provocateur Atlantic 

21 LEVEL 42: The Pursuit Of Accidents Polydor 

26 LIONEL RICHIE: Can't Slow Down Motown 

27 DURAN DURAN: Arena Parlophone 

29 MICHAEL JACKSON: Thriller 

30 QUEEN: Greatest Hits 

Epic 

18 MATT BIANCO: Whose Side Are You On WEA 

22 LS0/R0YAL CHORAL SOCIETY: Classic Rock K-tel 

23 RPO/LOUIS CLARK: Hooked On Classics K-tel 

24 BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Born In The U.S.A. CBS 

25 VARIOUS ARTISTS: Now, That's What I Call.. 4 Virgin/EMI 

28 PAUL McCARTNEY: Give My Regards To ... Parlophone 

EMI 
rom a panel of 15 retail outlets © 1985 Compiled By Music Week Researc 
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THE CAMPAIGN 

Full page ads in NME, Melody Maker, 
Time Out, Black Echoes, 

Black Beat International and The Beat. 

500 Window and in-store displays 
featuring an eye-catching 3D P.O.S. 

Nationwide 60" x 40" Flyposter campaign 
commencing April 1st. 

Shop Merchandise 
Browser cards, artist's logos, videos, 

posters, leaflets, T-shirts etc. 

Media launch party for the series at 
Hamiltons Gallery in London on April 3rd 

All original artwork for series on show. 

Radio advertising and poster campaign 
in conjunction with Reggae Sunsplash 

concert at Crystal Palace in June. 
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A UST 
JENNY BURTON: Bad Habits Atlantic CHANGE: Let's Go Together Cooltempo/Chrysalis THE COOL NOTES: Spend The Night Abstract Dance/Priority DAVID GRANT & JAKI GRAHAM: Could It Be I'm Falling In Love Chrysalis LOOSE ENDS: Hangin* On A String (Contemplating) Virgin PHYLUS NELSON: Move Closer Carrere NEW EDITION; Mr Telephone Man MCA ROSE ROYCE: Love Me Right Now 
THIRD WORLD: Now That We've Found Love Island LUTHER VANDROSS: 'Till My Baby Comes Home Epic 

CUMBERS 
STEVE ARRINGTON: Feel So Real (US Import-Atlantic) DEBARGE; Rhythm Of The Night Motown THE DEUCE; Someone Else (US Import-Columbia) JOANNA GARDENER: Watching You (US Import-Philly World) CURTIS HAIRSTON; I Want Your Lovin' (Just A Little Bit More) (US Import-Pretty Pearl) JAMES INGRAM; It's Your Night Qwest MILUE JACKSON: I Feel Like Walking In The Rain Sire TYRONE MACK; Maybe We (US Import-Express) MIDNIGHT STAR: Curious MCA RAH BAND: Cloud Across The Moon RCA 
As featured on the TONY BLACKBURN Show — Radio London 9am-12 noon Monday-Friday (205m/94.9 VHF) 

Loose Ends hono on in there n/inumhor nnp nfivt Wfifili 
THE INTEREST around the top of 
the disco/dance chart this week 
focuses not so much around 
what has happened as on some- 
thing which has not happened in 
specialist-orientated shops. 
Loose Ends' Hanging On A String 
has held on to its number one 
position, holding off Philips 
Bailey and Collins' Easy Lover, 
despite the latter record's chart- 
topping pop success. 

All this really shows is that a 
larger proportion of total sales of 
Easy Lover is going through 
mainstream outlets than is the 
case with Loose Ends, but the 
continued success is still a feath- 
er in the cap of the US-produced 
British trio, who have been turn- 
ing out solid records for some 
years in anticipation of this even- 
tual breakthrough. 

It is also a rather pleasing situa- 
tion for Virgin, which of course 
has a half-interest in the Bailey/ 
Collins release too. The Virgin 
group has moved much more 
strongly back into dance music 
prominence through the recent 
successes of its 10 and Bluebird 
associates; now, the parent label 
has joined them in no uncertain 
fashion. 

^'Dead Or 
~""ition 'Mr. 

WHICH COMPANY PRCT 
Alive ''YouySpin rMe Round"; New' 
Telephone'Man";! fhyllis Nelson "Mov'e^Eloser" 
Jermcifnje JacksonYou Do" and fjfty other 
hits during thaiB6M2Mconths? 
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Jr., Pat Benatar and T5^ 

WHICH COMPA 
Mel's New USA 'A' s 

rejder; Daytcm; ;Le 

I I / 
IPANY Helped To 
id. \Tin Tin' Duffy An 

1/7; 
The 

Mothers 
Sweet 

ge P.A. 
he Cool 

I 

( I- Aije now working on 
.Houston, Ray Parker 

DISCC 

ex? 

ave producedJ'Melle 

m 

Tel 76) 

Strongest of the new entries is 
the David Grant/Jaki Graham 
duet on the old Detroit Spinners 
hit Could It Be I'm Falling In 
Love?, recorded as a tribute to 
the late lead singer on the origin- 
al, Philip Wynne. This is so com- 
mercial that it has already cros- 
sed Top 40 pop, and could cer- 
tainly be a potential dance chart- 
topper — as could The Cool 
Notes' Spend The Night, already 
highlighted in this column, and 
soaring on the chart from last 
week's 23 entry to number four.. 
Again, this has made an effort- 
less pop crossover, and is already 
bigger in the overall marketplace 
than the group's two previous 
successes on Abstract Dance. 

Cashmere's strong entry at 14 
with We Need Love could have 
been anticipated in view of the 
huge success of their previous 
Fourth & Broadway outing; 
slightly more surprising, 
perhaps, is the arrival of Man 
Parrish at 17 with Boogie Down 
Bronx, simply because it has 
been a long time since the 
pioneering hip-hop outfit had a 
major dance chart seller. The 12- 
inch catalogue number is Polydor 
POSPX 731. 

Product news 

PRODUCT NEWS: Rose Royce, 
who have just completed a 
month-long UK tour with nights 
in Birmingham and London, fol- 
low up their Magic Touch hit with 
Love Me Right Now {Streetwave 
MKHAN 39), now on release. The 
12-inch version includes both full 
length and radio edits of the 
track, plus a new Philadelphia re- 
mix of the aforementioned Magic 
Touch ... also on the tour trek, 
with five dates at Hammersmith 
Odeon from April 23-27, plus 
shows in Edinburgh and Man- 
chester on April 30 and May 1 
respectively, are Maze, currently 
both dance and pop charting with 
Back In Stride, and topping the 
disco LP chart with Can't Stop 
The Love. It is probably true to 
say that there has never been a 
stronger climate in this country 
for sales of Maze product, and 
London dealers in particular can 
look forward to a back-catalogue 
flurry at the end of next month 
.. . Whodini's album Escape, 
which has already topped 
500,000 sales in the US following 
the act's major successes on the 
US back singles chart, is now also 
finally on UK release via CBS. The 
eight-cut album (Jive HIP 16) was 
recorded in London last year at 
Battery Studios, with producer 
Larry Smith. 

On the dance album chart, the 
widely-acclaimed new Fatback 
Band set So Delicious (up from 10 
to 2) looks odds-on to replace 

Maze at number one next week, 
particularly as there is no indica- 
tion yet of a 12-inch extraction for 
any of its several strong tracks. 

Manhattan transfers 

Stanley Turrentine, Bobby McFernn, Grover Washington Jr a"d Kenny 
Burrell (as a duo) — all of whom are significant UK record sellers 
already committed. , .. , .. . , , 

But it is being relaunched along with the new Manhattan label, 
currently setting up shop in New York under Bruce Lundvall, the former 
president of Elektra/Asylum, who founded the Elektra Musician jazz 
label during his tenure there. 

Manhattan's initial artist roster includes a couple of scoops with 
notable major names such as recent Conan sidekick Grace Jones, jazz 
guitarist Al DiMeola; synth-funkers Doppelganger (who include former 
Material player Randy Frederix); Tania Maria from Brazil, who had a 
long run of strong import sales a couple of years back with her Come To 
Me album on Concorde; and World Sitizens, a trio which could interest 
soul fans as it includes Kris and London McDaniels, the sons of Sixties 
star Gene McDaniels. 

The first UK Manhattan releases are likely in the fairly near future. 
April should see an album combining the talents of Eric Mercury and 
Thelonious Monk 11, while DiMeola is already actively engaged in the 
recording of his debut for the label, which will be an adventurous set on 
acoustic guitar. 

Meanwhile, the first three new Blue Note albums are rolling into 
shops, and comprise Magic Touch from Stanley Jordan (BT 85101), A 
Night In Copenhagen, a live recording from the Copenhagen Jazz 
Festival by the Charles Lloyd Quartet (BT 85104), and Togethering, by 
the already-mentioned new pairing of guitarist Kenny Burrell and sax 
giant Grover Washington Jr (BT 85106). Washington's long-time col- 
laborator (and recent hitmaker in his own right) Ralph MacDonald is 
inevitably highlighted on percussion on the latter set. 

>LE MINDS: Don't You Forget About Me (A&M) 
K OF LOVE: Boy (I Square/Sire) 
SMITHS: How Soon Is Now? (Sire) 
.0; Vicious Games (Elektra) 
^S FOR FEARS; Shout (Mercury/UK) 
STRANGLERS: Skin Deep (Epic) 
D OR ALIVE: You Spin Me Round (Like A Record) (Epic/UK) 
E: Smooth Operator/Hang On To Your Love (Portrait) 
ING JOKE: Love Like Blood (EG/Polydor/UK) 
NSKI BEAT: The Age Of Consent (MCA) 
: ZONE: World Destruction (CellulOid) 
ESSION; Touch (Beggars Banquet/UK) 
VEST: We Close Our Eyes (Chrysalis) 
C JAGGER: Just Another Night (Columbia) 
\: Turn Your Back On Me (EMI) 
/ARD JONES: Things Can Only Get Better (Elektra) 
lONNA: Material Girl (Sire) 
-D.M.C.; King Of Rock (Profile) 
/lOTION: Obsession (Mercury) 
ERAL PUBLIC: Never You Done That (IRS) 
NY ELFMAN: Gratitude (MCA) 
MAL COMPACT: Next One Is Real (Wax Trax) 
ON MOYET; Invisible (Columbia) 
OLD FALTERMEYER: Axel F. (MCA) 
TIME; The Bird (Warner Brothers) 
ECHE MODE: Master & Servant (Sire) 
LORRY YELLOW LORRY; Hollow Eyes (Red Rhino/UK) 
ERS OF MERCY: No Time To Cry (Merciful Release/WEA) 
JUS PINK: Fetish (Parlophone) 
T INDIA COMPANY: Ave Maria (London/UK) 
Reprinted courtesy of Rockpool Newsletter, 

published by Rockpool Promotions, the leading US 'new music' 
record pool. Contact Rockpool Promotions, 50 West 29th Street, New York 

City 10001, OSA (Tel 0101 212 686 7410) 
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