
DECEMBER 21/28, 1985 STARTS P30 

O 

£,1,50 

Compilations {Sgtud 

Eoeopfe©!] 

HUGE SUCCESS for the three big 
double compilations is helping 
dealers fight for profits in a Christ- 
mas market 19 per cent down on 
last year. 

Sales of Now 6, Now — The 
Christmas Album and Hits 3 last 
week accounted for a massive 18.4 
per cent of total album sales, as 
compared with a typical weekly 
average of 10 per cent. And be- 
cause all three are double albums, 
dealers' profit margins are likely to 
match last year's despite the very 
substantial downward sales trend. 

Gallup chart manager Godfrey 
Rust says the shrinking market can 
be accounted for by the lack of 
major product. "This time last year 
there were Wham!, Frankie and 
Sade albums as well as a whole 
set of name acts. This year there 
has been nothing." 

Describing the Top 10 as "very 
flabby", Rust said that only the big 
three TV-advertised albums had 
"pulled the market up by its boot- 
straps" Fifteen of the Top 20 IPs 
are TV albums, he said. 

Tony Hirsch, marketing director 
of HMV, agreed that lack of major 
name product was at the root of 
disappointing sales. 

"We are keeping our heads well 
above water, which is surprising 
considering there is so little pro- 
duct out there," he said. 

"We haven't got replacements 
for artists like Wham!, Paul Young 
and Alison Moyet. It's all compila- 
tions this year, which is not the 
kind of product to give us a bum- 
per Christmas." 

Across the country dealers have 
been reflecting the distinctly 
patchy sales picture. 

Manager of the Taunton branch 
of Music Market's 20-strori • chain, 
Andre Le Masurier, described 
sales as "phenomenal", saying 
that "in every respect" they had 
"never had it so good", and that 
this was largely due to the success 
of the two Now albums. 

Bill Middlemist, classical/ 
compact disc manager at JG Win- 
dows in Newcastle, also reported 
"phenomenal business" on TV- 
advertised product, but described 
other sales as only "okay". 

Elsewhere the picture has been 
less rosy, with Margaret Whitham 
in Ames Records' Preston shop 
saying that sales were "not as 
good as anticipated". 

Part of the explanation for such 
localised sales variations is that 
the concentration of TV- 
advertising differs from region to 
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THE THREE Wise MDs: CBS' Paul Russell, EMI's Peter Jamieson and 
WEA's Rob Dickins exchange seasonal gifts. Virgin chief Richard Branson 
couldn't make it to the photo session, but he did send a hamper. 
region. It has also been found that 
the increase in sales generated by 
on-screen advertising is reflected 
most heavily in multiples rather 
than independent retailers 

In London, sales of the three big 
double compilations are running 
20 per cent below that of the rest 
of the country. 

Most dealers reported that 
album and cassette sales have 
been keeping pace with one 
another in the final run-up to 
Christmas, while compact discs 
have continued to gain ground, 
(Music Week. December 14). 

Middlemist; "Sales of CDs have 

been quite unbelievable. We 
ordered supplies back in Septem- 
ber and were confident that we'd 
have enough for the Christmas 
period, but in fact we've had to 
re-order. Sales have just gone 
through the roof." 

Other dealers reflected the good 
news about compact discs, but 
raised the perennial complaint ab- 
out order delays. 

"Judging by CD sales there are a 
lot more people with players 
now," said Paul Quirks who runs 
three Lancashire indie shops. "But 
supply is a problem. We're still 
waiting for the Sade CD." 
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EMI IS to launch the first album 
strike force in the new year to work 
the entire range of the company's 
LP product, from chart to budget. 

Headed by former CBS singles 
strike force senior rep Nigel Drap- 
er, the nine-strong team will be on 
the road from January 6. Its in- 
stigation has been prompted by 
what EMI sees as the increasing 
competition for space for in-store 
promotional material and the need 
to keep dealers aware of which 
albums are being backed by tours, 
TV appearances or advertising. 

EMI managing director Peter 
Jamieson commented: "Since an 
LP costs two or three times more 
than a single, 1 think the dealers 
will be very interested in any help 
in promoting album sales. 

"I am confident that our distribu- 
tion is going to back up this extra 
strike force and we feel we are 
capitalising on the strength-in- 
depth of the company as a whole." 

BPI advertises chart contract 

MARKET RESEARCH organisations will next month be 
invited to express an interest in compiling the official 
record industry chart in preparation for the expiry of 
Gallup's newly-extended contract in April 1987. 

In the first week of January, the BPI will be advertis- 
ing a new three to five-year contract and asking for 
submissions from research companies. In February, 
the council will decide which organisations should be 
asked to tender. 

A BPI spokesman said: "Although the market is 
going to change significantly in the coming years, we 
feel there will still be a need for an official chart. 

"The BPI sees the virtues of a chart as being the 

publication of reliable information to assist manage- 
ment, production, distribution, marketing, promotion 
and the regulation of trading practices generally. The 
BPI also sees the UK chart as important in terms of 
international exploitation and promotion." 

It is standard practice for the BPI to invite lenders at 
the completion of a chart contract and the move is not 
a reflection on the quality of Gallup's performance. 
"The general feeling around the BPI is that Gallup's 
performance has been good," the spokesman added. 

The organisation's last council meeting extended 
Gallup's contract by three months to April 1987 to 
avoid a changeover during the Christmas period. 

export 

CHRYSALIS HAS acquired record, 
tape and video exportej^La^go^in 
what is the company's first purch- 
ase since being launched on the 
stock exchange in the summer 
through its merger with MAM. 

Lasgo is being bought from its 
directors, principally Peter Lass- 
man and Mark Ballabon, for an 
initial sum of £1.7m and a further 
amount based on the company's 
profits. Chrysalis will have a 75 per 
cent holding in Lasgo with an op- 

tion to acquire the remainder of 
the share capital in 1987 and '88. 

In October, Lasgo announced 
profits of more than EVam — com- 
pared with • £150,690 in the pre- 
vious year — and its net assets at 
the end of last year were put at 
£145,000. 

Chrysalis Group MD Terry Con- 
nolly said it would be "business as 
usual" at both companies and 
added that the purchase would 
raise the combined turnover of the 

group to TllOm. 
"For our first acquisition since 

we went to the stock market last 
summer, we were concerned to 
buy a company with good pros- 
pects," he said. "Lasgo's pros- 
pects are excellent. Their business 
is expanding rapidly in a 
flourishing market and the com- 
pany is run with a high degree of 
professionalism. All that's really 
changed is the ownership." 
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-£40,000 

- Last year's total 

£30,000 

-£20,000 

£10,000 

GROSS BOOKINGS for advertising 
in the souvenir brochure for the 
British Record Industry Awards 
have passed the £26,000 mark 
with further space taken by A&M, 
MCA, Our Price, Polydor, Readers' 
Digest, Silver Altman, Billboard, 
and Midland Bank. 
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AN IMPORTANT deal with China, covering the exchange of repertoire 
and technology and the supply of blank tape, has been signed by EMI 
Music and Capitol Industries and the China Record Company. 

This follows a visit to Beijing (Peking) last month by senior EMI 
executives led by Bhaskar Menon, chairman EMI Worldwide and Capitol 
Industries. 

The deal is for the exchange of classical repertoire, initially to first 
option rights, of between five and 10 titles. CRC's territory will comprise 
the People's Republic of China, and EMI/Capitol's territory incorporates 
all other countries. 

Mike Allen, manager, business affairs and administration, EMI's 
International Classical Division, is currently in Beijing finalising details 
of the classical repertoire exchange. 

Though the actual number of the titles is at present small, EMI and 
CRC have also agreed to "substantially increase the number of titles of 
CRC's Chinese repertoire licensed to EMI for exploitation in the South 
East Asia territories." 

But the deal is clearly regarded by EMI as the beginning of a more 
substantial exchange, which, it is hoped, will include pop product. 

"EMI has for many years enjoyed a special relationship with both the 
China Record Company and the Chinese Government as a result of our 
historic association and presence in China," said Menon. 

The current agreement, which starts on January 1,1986, also incorpo- 
rates the supply of blank tape and the EMI XDR technology. 

DANSAN 

CECOKiLS 

... WISH ALL THEIR 
CUSTOMERS A 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

Through Distributors 
Any difficulty please contact 

David Marcus on 01 437 2245 
or 8716 

14 Soho Street, London W1V 6HB 
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THE FOURTH album in the Rondo 
Veneziano series on Ferroway 
Records is released this week, 
and will again be TV-advertised. 
The Odissea LP follows the ear- 
lier albums which have sold more 
than 200,000 units in the UK, and 
7m throughout Europe. TV adver- 
tising spots are being finalised 
and there will also be a radio 
campaign. A single from the 
album follows in January. 

COOPER (left) and Newton: Circa 
1985. 

ISLAND SALES director Ray 
Cooper and Ashley Newton, head 
of the Fourth And Broadway 
label, are to set up a new com- 
pany, Circa Records. 

Both meh'will be leaving Island 
in the new year and Cooper com- 
mented: "Ashley's A&R style 
combined with my understand- 
ing of the competitive market- 
place should prove a formidable 
partnership. We shall be signing 
a diverse roster of acts." 

News in brief... 

ROCK, POP and classical distribu- 
tor Pinnacle has begun its cam- 

II paign to attract disco labels by 
H appointing former producer and 
p artist Mark Arthur Worrey as dis- , 
L-co co-ordmator.   J 
□ □ □ 
IBA INTERNATIONAL, the agen- 
cy, promotion and management 
partnership formed by John Gid- 
dings and Ian Wright, is to close 
with both men forming their own 
companies. 
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HIT ! SQUAD 

CELEBRATE A ISUILE FBKF WITH 

S RECORDS i TIE T0F 100 

98. Glen Miller Medley — John Anderson Big Band (Modern Records) 

94, I'm Gonna Tear Your Playhouse Down — Paul Young 
(CBS Records) 

56. Revolution — Thompson Twins (Arista) 

55. Who's Zoomin Who? — Aretha Franklin (Arista) 

49. Ring Of Ice — Jennifer Rush (CBS Records) 

46. Stairway To Heaven - Far Corporation (Arista) 

42. X-Rated — Black Lace (Flair) 

AND OUR FIRST No. 1 

Savirsg Ail fVSy Love For You — 

Whitney Houston (Arista) 

THE SUPER JOCKS HIT SQUAD — CLUB PROMOTIONS SPECIALISTS 

"Our aim is your success" 

Tel: 022 786 ■ 604/613 

American 

Commentary 

CD prices in flux 

From BRIAN CHIN 

•JEW YORK — The compact disc crunch and the ^eaKenrng 
dollar have resulted in two cornp®r"es'Th .atter corT,nanY 
raising wholesale prices for CD product. Wpe|( 
announced a 10.8 per cent dealer price incr hair of 

Nevertheless, retail prices continued wlthm^a hair ot 
wholesale, as retailers tried to squeeze t,ie T10^ uuppV adver- 
short holiday selling season. Tower Records las ava;|ahi| 
tised ZZ Top's Afterburner CD at £11,99 ('subject to avadob^ 
ItyT, after dealer costs have risen from £9.81 t ' ' , 
jazz and classical CDs were being advertised at £11.99 an 
£12.99 at Tower, while the Record World ch,ain Sp^ed an 
all-label sale at £11.99 and a special £10.99 (two for £20) dea o 
all Arista CD product. Other good news for buyers was a chorus 
of voices promising new CD plants next year whic 
further drive prices down. Capitol/EMI hopes to be on line by 
tall 1986 in an Illinois plant, while each of the other four major 
distributors continues to explore manufacturing possi i i ies. 
Three Canadian plants are in the planning, and at least tive 
other projects are now known to be in early work stages 
around the US. . 

One of the only actual instances of fallout from the silly rock 
lyrics controversy was a local ordinance passed in San Antonio, 
Texas setting an age limit of 14 on rock concerts considered (by 
whom?) to be 'obscene' or incorporating 'vulgar or profane 
descriptions of sexual relations'. San Antonio concert promoter 
Jack Orbin, head of Stone City Attractions, expects to lodge a 
suit with the American Civil Liberties Union in December 
challenging the constitutionality of the law. The suit will 
contend that both adults and young people will be deprived of 
non-censored music, while placing an undue burden on promo- 
ters to check the age of ticket buyers. Orbin claims a loss of 35 
to 40 per cent in concert attendance since the ordinance was 
enacted, due to the chilling effect of the law. Also, he said, 
major performers would skip the city because of its repressive 
reputation. 
SHORTS: They are calling him a hero: John Cougar Mellen- 
camp, riding his Scarecrow album, played Madison Square 
Garden in a show dotted with sound failures. After a 25-minute 
repair break, Mellencamp apologised profusely — and then 
announced a full ticket refund. And he played the remainder of 
his show, peaking out with a fabulous cover of James Brown's 
Cold Sweat. Important to note; this was not a self-conscious 
grandstand play — just a characteristic statement that Mellen- 
camp had certain standards to uphold with respect to the 
audience. By this gesture, he implied, at potentially great 
personal cost, that even a rowdy rock audience is worthy of 
high standards . . . Patti LaBelle's Thanksgiving night television 
special, featuring duet performances with Cyndi Lauper, Luther 
Vandross and Amy Grant, was a ratings disappointment, com- 
ing in last of the three major network offerings that night. 
Music specials — such as the Motown Apollo presentation — 
have not been notable ratings winners this year. 

Then again, if the approximately 10 to 12 million homes that 
tuned in to LaBelle's show were to buy her next album, she 
could be on the verge of a huge success in her accustomed 
recorded medium. 
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January 
Steve Mason's Windsong export 
company takes over the crashed 
Pinnacle Distribution . . Seven 
records seized by police from a 
shop in Cheshire and deemed 
obscene by magistrates are given 
a clean bill of health by the Court 
of Appeal . . . Bumper Christmas 
sales in indie stores and the 
chains fuel optimism that the 
recession is over. . Chris Wright 
buys out Terry Ellis at Chrysalis. 

February 
Simon Potts announced as head 
of Elektra's newly-formed UK 
subsidiary . . . The first British Re- 
cord Industry Awards held in 
London. Live TV broadcast is 
hailed as a "huge success" 
Our Price reveals a rise in profits 
from €445,000 to £592,000 . . . 
Johnny Beerling announced as 
new controller of Radio One. 

March 
The Government gives its bles- 
sing to the principle of a levy on 
blank tape . . . Music Week 
changes criteria for qualification 
for the independent labels chart 
. , Ray Jackson successfully 
sues EMI and is awarded dam- 
ages of £12,500 after claiming he 
was "neglected" by the company 
. . . Compact disc rental clubs 
flourishing and causing concern 
that they might be contributing to 
home taping. 

April 
Tape Manufacturers Group laun- 
ches campaign against tape levy 
proposals . . Maurice Oberstein 
announces he is to retire after 20 
years with CBS . . . PolyGram Re- 
cord Operations announces that 
150 jobs will be lost over the next 
18 months . . . Ramon Lopez, 
chairman and chief executive at 
PolyGram UK, leaves the com- 
pany to join WEA ... A 10-month 
investigation into chart hyping by 
Gallup and the BPI reaches the 
High Court with the organisations 
seeking damages for "interfer- 
ence" in the chart contracts. 

May 
A record industry survey says 
black vinyl is becoming outmod- 
ed . The Independent Phonog- 
raphic Industry, the successor to 
the crashed Independent Labels 
Association, opens for business 

tit 
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GELDOF AND others at Live Aid 

. . EMI and Virgin fail to per- 
suade the High Court to stop 
MCA and Chrysalis releasing 
their 28 Hot Hits Out Now com- 
pilation. EMI and Virgin claimed 
the LP was loo similar to their 
Now Thai's What I Call Music 
series . . . Our Price announces 
expansion into the Midlands. 

June 
Video Performance Ltd demands 
that a fee be charged for the use 
of pop promo video clips . . . Paul 
Russell announced as successor 
to Oberstein at CBS . . . HMV pays 
£100,000 for a new look in its 
stores Elton John/Bernie 
Taupin against Dick James court 
battle over royalties begins. 

July 
BPI demands withdrawal from 
the market of all twin-cassette 
systems after a judge refuses 
Amstrad's application that its 
marketing of the decks was legal 

Woolworth announces £4m 
refurbishment and expansion of 
its music departments and 20- 
store Music Market says it in- 
tends to be a national chain by 
the end of the decade . . . EMI 
becomes first major to announce 
plans for a CD plant in the UK . . 
"Rock's finest hour"; Live Aid is 
seen by almost half the popula- 
tion of the Earth . . . HMV 
announces plans for the world's 
largest record shop in London . . . 
MAM shareholders approve mer- 
ger with Chrysalis ... US chain 

Tower's plans to open in London 
revealed . . Oberstein replaces 
Lopez at PolyGram. 

cords from the chart if they are 
connected with a hyping bid . . . 
Richard Ogden named as new 
Polydor MD . . Brian Yates con- 
firmed as MD of Arista . . . Elektra 
closes London office. 

November 
Increase in record sales creates 
manufacturing capacity shortage 
. . . The Court of Appeal rules that 
Amstrad's marketing of twin- 
cassette systems does not in- 
fringe civil law but could be con 
slrued as an incitement to com- 
mit a criminal offence . . Pre- 
recorded cassettes overtake 
black vmyl album sales . . . IFPI 
president Nesuhi Ertegun 
appeals to Mrs Thatcher not to 
interfere on the blank tape levy 
after learning that the Prime 
Minister had personally ordered 
a review of the proposals .. . BPI 
announces that the 1986 British 
Record Industry Awards will go 
out to a worldwide TV audience 
of around 100m. 

December 
The major record companies 
launch a combined country 
music promotion in the UK ... W 
H Smith acquires the Music Mar- 
ket chain . . . Both sides in the 
John/Taupin vs James battle 
claim victory after judge refuses 
to return early song copyrights 
but awards back-dated royalties 
... Legacy Records announces 
that it is considering buying 
Bronze. 

August 
CD manufacturer Nimbus 
announces new ETVzm plant "to 
cope with the explosion of de- 
mand" . . . UK record industry 
comes out against stickermg 
albums warning of rude, lewd or 
occult lyrics . . David Simone 
leaves Arista to become MD of 
Phonogram . . Michael Jackson 
pays a reputed £34m for ATV 
Music; 40 staff in London are 
axed . . . W H Smith launches the 
Sound FX specialist music chain. 

September 
MCPS and EMI in dispute over 
royalties after an MCPS audit of 
the company , .. Row flares be- 
tween merchandisers over 
whether calendars should be 
artist approved Peter 
Jamieson tells EMI distribution 
that EMI Records will pull out if 
the service does not improve . . . 
BPI fines Phonogram £7,500 for 
hyping . . . Led by the BPI, the 
industry makes progress towards 
generic advertising. 

October 
John Preston quits as MD of 
Polydor after nine months to re- 
place Don Burkheimer at RCA . . . 
Gallup excludes Imagination's 
Last Days Of Summer single 
under new policy of barring re- 

INSIDE 
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57 Queen Anne St London WIM 9FA 
Telephone 01-935S959EMAIL DCS 1427 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all our clients and applicants past, present and 
future, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

Specialists in luxury accommodation for the music 
industry, whether on tour, recording, or just an 

overnight stay. 

n 

If you wish to rent or let a property, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 

CLIVE BANKS ■ MARTYN MAYHEAD ■ KATHY EYKELENBOOM 
CAROLINESTEWART RICHARD EVANS LEA COSTA S 
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WISH ALL THEIR FRIENDS A 

MERRY WTMAU A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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121 PARKWAY CAMOEN. NW1. TELEPHONE 387 4461. TELEX 27789 
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to Indonesia 
BAND AID instigator Bob Geldof threatened the Indonesian acting 
ambassador with legal action from "10 major international stars" if 
pirating of Live Aid tapes in the country did not stop. 

Geldof and IFPI anti-piracy director James Wolsey met with Acting 
Ambassador Pratjogo and Geldof pointed out that the cassettes used his 
name and claimed to be raising money for famine relief. He said that no 
permission had been given for their manufacture and none of the 
proceeds had reached the Band Aid trust. 

The acting ambassador replied that he had already asked his govern- 
ment to attend to the matter but that piracy of foreign recordings was 
not unlawful in Indonesia as the country was not parly to any interna- 
tional copyright convention. 

Geldof said that he was prepared to urge Australia to curtail Us large 
tourist trade with Indonesia and that 10 major international recording 
artists were ready to take the Indonesian Government to the Internation- 
al Court of Justice over the issue. 

After the meeting, Wolsey commented; "I think Bob really got the 
message across. The pirates in Indonesia produce 60m cassettes a year 
and they have made tens of millions of dollars stealing from musicians, 
composers and record companies. I sincerely hope that this time the 
Indonesian government will put a speedy end to this type of criminal 
activity." 

The IFPI estimates £1.5m worth of Indonesian-made Live Aid bootlegs 
have been sold, mainly in Saudi Arabia. 

m 

I i 
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CLASSICALLY-TRAINED multi-instrumentalist Foster Pilkington went 
Underground to sign a worldwide deal with Arista. Pictured from left are 
manager Mick Dabrowski, A&R director Jeff Gilbert, Arista MD Brian 
Yates and Pilkington. 

4th & B'waif 
ISLAND'S FOURTH & Broadway dance label this week unveiled plans 
for a new year expansion that will include the development of its own 
artists. 

The label was established last year with the intention of licensing 
product from US indie sources but from January will concentrate on 
building a British rosier of artists signed direct to Fourth & Broadway. 

Activities will be based around Island's Fallout Shelter studios and 
m-house producers will be Sly Dunbar, Robbie Shakespeare and Paul 
Smykle. 
9 Fourth & Broadway head forms new company — Page 2. 
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TOfP wants 

t® broadcast 

twice a week 
THE PRODUCERS of Top Of The 
Pops have told the BBC's prog- 
ramme controllers that they are 
ready, willing and able lo broad- 
cast the show twice a week. 

Head of Light Entertainment 
Michael Hurll told Music Week 
this week that the studio facilities 
are already available and that a 
decision on whether the prog- 
ramme should go out twice in 
seven days lies entirely with the 
schedulers. 

Hurll was commenting on re- 
newed speculation that Tyne 
Tees' The Tube is to be repeated 
on Channel Four and that TOTP 
would also go out twice a week in 
a ratings war. He is dismissive, 
though of national newspaper 
comment that TOTP is losing 
ground to The Tube. 

"Our ratings at the moment 
stand at 9.7m which is higher 
than they have been for four 
years," Hurll commented. 

He also denied that any move 
to have TOTP broadcast twice a 
week was in response to initia- 
tives from independent televi- 
sion, saying that the program- 
me's producers have indicated 
their readiness to expand for 
some time. 

But Hurll said; "The decision to 
cut back the programme from 40 
minutes to 30 was made by the 
schedulers. We would love it to 
go back to 40 because that would 
mean that we could get another 
four records in." He added that 
should the show go out twice a 
week, no more studio lime would 
be required as the programme 
was currently recorded in half the 
time available to it 

Tube executive producer Mal- 
colm Gerrie was unavailable for 
comment, but Channel Four is 
maintaining that The Tube will 
not be repeated until the chan- 
nel's hours are extended. 

IPirasy slhsiirgjes 

— eigto somnniitfed 
EIGHT PEOPLE facing conspiracy 
charges relating to counterfeit 
cassettes were committed for 
trial to the Central Criminal Court 
by Croydon magistrates this 
week. All were allowed bail 

The accused are: Francis 
Gerald Harper (45), an upholster- 
er, Margaret Harper (42), Julian 
Kingsley Harper (35), self- 
employed, Michael Oliver (37), 
Roy Bernard Scott (42), print rep- 
resentative, David John Noble 
(32), director, Geoffrey Thomas 
(33), panel beater, and Gina 
Marie Lewis (37). 

All are accused of conspiring to 
contravene the Copyright Act. 
Noble and Scott are also charged 
with forgery. 

mm mm ©n 
MUSIC INDUSTRY veteran Pat 
Tynan, currently senior sales and 
promotions manager at MCA, 
has been appointed as the com- 
pany's new general manager. 

Christmas Merrier! 
with 

HARMONY 
stiito o( iho nrt rovalty accounlmq 

RING FOR DCMONStRATION 
COMPUTER EXPRESS 

69 Carter Lane EC4V 5EQ 
01-248 5218 
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THE t nn BPTS full-page ad * The Times las^Th^sda^ 
making nine points about the nee cabinet (we 
royalty for the Government's att®n on 
nearly typed cabaret) meeting that daY' , . jmDact - ' ■ ■ ■ ^ ---mediate eye-catching impact. white space but weak in im 
Fleet Street's archaic printing processes and lack of 
colour pending the March debut of Eddy Shah's new 
daily don't make presentation of bald fa ^ . f _ 
easy, despite the validity and importance 0 

tion, but for the money involved (not yet disclosed) i 
taking the ad and paying Saatchi & Saatchi their cut, o 
hopes for better presentational things in the next one this 
week . . . Music For Nations diversifying out of its origin- 
al heavy metal bag with the recent launch of hardcore 
label Rough Justice, and thrash and pop stablemates 
expected early in 1986 . . . IRS getting behind ex-Go-Go 
Jane Wiedlin's career with a full-colour inner bag and a 
12-inch gatefold sleeve for her debut single Blue Kiss . . . 
Eros faces competition when he returns to Piccadilly 
Circus from life-size illuminated effigies of Elvis, D Bowie 
and Michael Jackson, which Madame Tussauds plans for 
its museum of rock history at the location . . . MCA A&R 
man Gordon Charlton seemed to be doing more than 
hand-wrestling with a hack at the opening of the new 
Nomis studio. 
TAKEOVER FEVER now reaching delirium level in some 
quarters. No sooner do we speculate last week about 
RCA acquiring MCA's record and publishing interests 
than we hear that General Electric has RCA in its sights. 
And now Gary Dartnail's management consortium has 
secured Thorn EMI's film division, how long will it be 
before another spate of rumours about the music divi- 
sion? . . . BBC thanks the music industry for supplying 
500 cassettes after Sudan famine relief workers men- 
tioned they had nothing to listen to on their Walk- 
mans . . . Barbara Tempest, widow of Roy, thanks every- 
one for their kind words of comfort and sympathy . . . 
Radio One jocks prominent at WEA's Christmas revel- 
ry ,. . Among those warbling for Carol Aid this Thursday 
(19) will be Ozzy Osbourne, Lulu, Smiley Culture, Julie 
Roberts, Chris de Burgh, Sandie Shaw, Blancmange and 
Junior. . . More production news: a boy, Christopher, for 
MCA senior international director Stuart Watson and 
wife Annabelle, and a boy, Nicholas Bentley, for John 
and Mary Wilkes of United Recording Artistes . . . Wayne 
Bickerton of Odyssey elected 15th SOD (Society of Dis- 
tinguished Songwriters leader) , . , Sad and untimely 
death of Ian "Stewy" Stewart, co-founder and sixth 
member of The Rolling Stones . . . Hands up those who 
think John Webster will be the next Virgin Records MD? 
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DIANA DORS 
SWINGIN' DORS 

with the Wally Stott Orchestra 
The original legendary 1960 

recordings, digitally re-mastered! 
OCFRC501 G3 MCFRC 501 

THE MANY STYLES OF 
EDDY COCHRAN 

Contains rare and previously - 
unavailable tracks! 

OCFRC 505 El MCFRC 505 

o 

WEIL KEEP A WELCOME 
V/ELSH MALE VOICE CHOIRS 
4 of our most popular choirs 

sing 14 beautiful songs 
OCFRC 504 E MCFRC 504 

THE LABI SIFFRE COLLECTION 
Includes 'It Must Be Love' 

and Make My Day' 
OCFRC 506 EMCFRC 506 

THE MILITARY BANDS 
PLAY FAVOURITE THEMES 

Includes 'Chai Mai' 
and 'Chariots of Fire' 

OCFRC 503 EMCFRC 503 

COUNTRY STRINGS 
ARTHUR GREENSLADE 

& HIS ORCHESTRA 
12 Stunning orchestral arrangements 

of favourites like 'Lucille' 
L. and 'For The Good Times' 

O CFRC 502 E MCFRC 502 
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BEST FBOM 

CONIFER RECORDS 

ORDER NOW ON 0895 441422 
OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE COMPLETE MID-PRICE RANGE 

BY CALLING 0895 447707! 
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lames wepsns Jeln 

If Elton John had won back his copyrights 
from Dick James Music, a gigantic boulder 
would have been tossed into the music pub- 
lishing pond with resultant ripples which 
would have totally transformed the working 

We lost a battle 

but won a war 

— Dick James 

WE LOST a battle, but won the war." 
That is how Dick James sums up the 

costly months of legal battling with Elton 
John and Bernie Taupin which climaxed 

in a High Court decision two weeks ago (MW, De- 
cember 7). The songwriting duo failed in their bid to 
regain the copyrights of their songs written between 
1967 and 1975. However, they did win repayment of 
25 per cent of the 50 per cent of overseas sub- 
publishing royalties retained by DJM. 

The DJM attitude was one of obvious relief in the 
wake of Mr Justice Nicholl's rulings now that the 
company has won the major part of the case in 
retaining the John-Taupin copyrights in question. 
This was tempered with some disappointment and 
regret that the case was brought in the first place and 
continued for such a long and expensive time. 

"It seems rather incongruous that you can go back 
with a contract after 17 years and expect to renegoti- 
ate it," commented James. "We never heard in the 
past that Cole Porter, Jerome Kern or George Ger- 
shwin disputed the contracts they had made with 
their publishers. They seemed happy with the 
arrangements they had made, and grateful for the 
publishers' efforts on their behalf." 

James believes that the effort to obtain the return 
of the copyrights was prompted by the success of 
Gilbert O'Sullivan in regaining his songs from MAM. 
On the matter of the overseas sub-publishing royal- 
ties, he told MW that "There has never been a set 
rate — everyone has the right to negotiate". His son 
Stephen, managing director of DJM, added the deal 
set in the Sixties with John and Taupin was no 
different to what other music publishers were doing 
at the time. 

DICK & STEPHEN James 
"Singer-songwriter were quite happy with their lot 

in the Seventies," continued Stephen James, "but 
are annoyed that their Eighties counterparts and the 
lawyers are now insisting on royalty rates that mean 
that publishers can be nothing but a collection agen- 
cy. They expect the publishing services of the Seven- 
ties with the rates of the Eighties. 

"In the US you can still sign a writer on a 50/50 
deal, despite the prevalence of lawyers in every facet 
of the music industry there. You can still make a 
profit without getting kicked in the teeth, and you can 
still sign copyrights for life. It's not like that in Britain 
anymore, and the reason can be expresed by one 
word — greed. We'll be spending more time and 
effort through our US branch on creativity there, 
signing writers on normal terms and developing 
their copyrights at a much cheaper cost." 

Dick James reckons that DJM invested £350,000 in 
real terms in Elton John after the company signed 
him in 1967. Taking the inflation rate and other 
factors into account, that represents £1.4m in today's 
monetary terms. The company didn't break even on 
its investment until 1972/73. 

"DJM has won three Queen's Awards to Industry 
and brought about £250m back to this country over 
the last 25 years," James declared. "Our people are 
paid on what comes back to this country, and there 
aren't any funds slushing about elsewhere. 

"The length, complexity and involvement of this 
affair may prove in the end that there is no real 
winner except the lawyers. It would be the biggest 
tragedy of all if the music industry proves to be the 
loser." 
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relationship between songwriters and pub- 
lishers. As it is, the case has aroused wide- 
spread interest, not least because of its length 
and cost, and Music Week has talked to both 
sides since the judgment. 

We won in a 

moral sense' 

— John Reid 

ri OHN REID, manager of Elton John, views the 
■ outcome of the court case between John and 

DJM in a somewhat different light to the DJM 
Ex assessment of the judgment. 

'We won a moral sense," he declared, echoing 
lyricist Bernie Taupin's opinion, "although we didn't 
get the copyrights back. There were some harsh 
words said about Dick James in the judgment, and it 
could have all been settled without going through all 
that. But Dick believed he hadn't done anything 
wrong." 

Reid hopes the lengthy courtroom proceedings 
and the findings will prompt the music publishing 
industry to examine and reconsider some of its 
methods of operation. He also hopes that "some- 
body might start to change the Copyright Act be- 
cause it's outdated". 

"I think publishers ought to look carefully at their 
sub-publishing arrangements in the light of this 
case," he continued. "And signing songs away for 
life plus 50 years after death means taking the 
exploitation and promotion of those songs out of the 
songwriter's hands and control forever." 

Reid emphasised the point made in the judgment 
that a fiduciary duty exists between an artist and 
his/her record company whereby the latter must do 
its utmost to ensure fair dealing and the artist must 
be consulted at every stage in the promotion and 
exploitation of their work. 

Publishing plays a prominent role in Elton John's 
business activities supervised by Reid, and he 
pointed out that writers signed to Rocket Publishing 
or its sister companies obligate themselves for a 
period of time and then their copyrights revert to 
them after three or five years. 

"If there's a big advance involved when they're 
signed, then obviously that must be balanced out by 
signing them for a longer period." 

Reid doesn't regret the length and expense of the 
court proceedings, and is confident that John will 
emerge a financial as well as a moral victor once all 
the complex monetary aspects have been calculated 
and resolved. 

"Cases like this make more people aware of what 
to do to protect and promote their interests," he said. 
"I'd like to get discussions going among publishers 
to see what their feelings are about the present 
situation in the wake of the case and amending and 
reforming the Copyright Act." 
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iwson continues 

the BPL sequence 

f 

tko rcmrd business lies behind the 
Sequence, .be Cassica, wing of 

_ B The MD of BPL is Derek ™ ^ 

Peerles's andIheT^/xJabeL^whlch hasTeen Jgel? absent fro. UK 
distribution for some time. , hnth npW record- 

Now Lawson has founded Sequence to '3° e,, 
ings by the company from select British and for g , series of 
as drawing on the 400-title Oryx catalogue for a regular series or 
back-catalogue issues. ,„^„rriinn« and 

The first release contains just six items - two new r®cor^'"9s 

four reissues — but lawson intends Sequence to have exPanded
p
t°T

1°° 
titles by this time next year. And he has already engaged 
distributors. . , .. . i 

"I am very pleased that I am back in the classical record business and I 
am keeping an open mind about the way Sequence is to deve op, s^' 
Lawson. "I would be pleased to hear from musicians who rave ideas ror 
recordings." u eo ^ih 

For his first new recordings, Lawson has turned to the 62 y^^r 
Israeli pianist Eldad Neumark, a founder member of the Israel nano 
Trio. Despite his age, Neumark had to wait until September this year to 
make his London debut in the Purcell Room. x- ^ i 

He received an accolade from The Times, which confirmed Lawson s 
faith in him. Neumark's first LP couples Schubert's A minor Piano 
Sonata D843 with Six Moments Musicaux (LP SEQ 11101/cassette ZC 
SEQ 11501). His second is a song recital with the Swiss tenor Ramond 
Voyat, which brings together two important song cycles. Beethoven s 
An Die Feme Geliebte and Schumann's Dichterliebe (LP SEQ 11102/ 
cassette ZC SEQ 11502). 

Both carry a recommended retail price of £5.98, and are the only 
available versions of the specific couplings. 

Among the four reissues are two of the leading English clarinettists, 
Alan Hacker and Thea King, who recorded for Oryx in the early 
Seventies. Hacker plays Mozart's Clarinet Quintet on an LP coupled with 
Mozart's Oboe Quartet in which Tess Miller, a much admired English 
player, is soloist. They are both joined by the Arriaga Quartet (LP SEQ 
21101 cassette ZC SEQ 21501). For various royalty reasons, this title has 
a full price tag, despite its reissue nature. 

The King's performance of Mozart's Clarinet Concerto, coupled with 
the Oboe Concerto featuring Derek Wickens, with the Little Orchestra Of 
London conducted by Leslie Jones (LP'SEQ 22103/cassette ZC 22503) 
has, however, a mid-price tag, with the rrp being £3.99. 

Leslie Jones conducts the Little Orchestra Of London in two program- 
mes of Handel on the other reissues. 

Neumark's Schubert record has a DMM pressing, and the cassettes 
are chrome, but not for the mid-rprice releases. However, Lawson 
explained that, in future, all Sequence tapes will be chrome. 

For more details, Lawson can be contacted at BPL Gunshot House, 
Wisborough Green, West Sussex RH14 0AQ, phone 0403 752373. 

Classiciol ELPs of the year 
Don Calos, Verdi. Domingo, Abbado. DG: One of Verdi's most dramatic 
and complex operas brought to life so vividly by a star cast with 
Domingo showing why he is head and shoulders above all other tenors, 
and Abbado totally in control, from concept to execution. 
Four Piano Sonatas, Michael Tippett. Paul Crossley, piano. CRD. If there 
are any lingering doubts about the importance of Tippett as a world 
figure, these four sonatas, spanning nearly 50 years, demolish them. An 
absorbing set, with thrilling performances from Crossley. 
Requiem, Lloyd Webber. Domingo, ECO, Maazel. EMI: It is easy to sneer 
at such a popular not to say sentimental success, but this is plagiarism 
raised to the level of true invention - for my money Lloyd Webber 
deserves every sou he makes out of his Requiem, and especially the Pie 
Jesu. 
Vespers, 1610, Monteverdi. Kirkby, etc, Parrott. EMI. An outstanding 
version of one of the most important choral works of the early 17th 
century — Unmatched in the record catalogue. 
The Song, Wilhelm Stenhammer. Blomstedt, Caprice. One of the great 
discoveries of the year, a large and unashamedly Romantic symphonic 
cantata, which, with its secular but mystical text and certain harmonies 
is reminiscent of Parsifal despite being written in 1921. 
Serenata, Elly Ameling. Philips. The Dutch soprano shows how a trained 
singer can still sing all kinds of material from Dowland to Quilter and 
Bizet and do justice to the music in a way that, for me. Dame Kiri rarelv 
manages. This is truly a portrait of an artist. 
String Quartets K421,465. Mozart. Salomon String Quartet Hvoerion 
These four players improve with each release as they present second' 
generation "authentic" Classical quartets, and this combination of two' 
of Mozart s greatest quartets is essential listening for anyone followZ 
the authentic movement. uuuwmg 
Violin Concert, Elgar, Nigel Kennedy, violin, LPO Hanrilev Fivn tu:„ 
walked off with the major British record award and nuite rioht'i M'- Th s 

both its LP and CD formats i, is peerless recording' 1 e w Ire /h^lVs". 
sustains tension throughout the long span of the work 
Symphony No 3, Maxwell Davies BRC punu, . 
Downes. BBC Artium. This timely recording leased ?on'rCn rCdheStrar; 
the first performance of the work, allows us to savour m 
strength of who is still perhaps better known for h^s symPhonia 

chamber music. It shows he is strong on architect,,r* , eatre works and 

effect, arcnitecture in music as well as 
Symphony No 2/Romeo and Juliet. Prokofiev RMn ■ ■ 
Jarvi continues to do marvellous work with the SNn , Chandos- 
the powerful orchestral control he commands nm nni' Seen bv 

but also in the Romeo and Juliet Suite 01 on|V m the symphony, 
TOP performance: Donnerstaq aus Licht i u 
House, Covent Garden. If the other 'vie.L" i Royal Opera 
Donnerslag, then Stockhausen will perhans ach^UPJ0 lhe Promise of 
to out-Wagner Wagner ' perhaPs achieve his secret ambition 

NICOLAS SOAMES 
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THE NATIVITY 
I TH E P A S S I O N 

O O. M S D A Y 

2 HOURS CHANNEL FOUR SUNDAY 22nd DECEMBER 

2 HOURS CHANNEL FOUR SUNDAY 29th DECEMBER 

2 HOURS CHANNEL FOUR SUNDAY 5th JANUARY 

ALBUM NAT 001 CASSETTE NATC 001 CHRISTMAS EP CODS 15 

PLUS 

MUSIC of the AND 

5 30PM BOXING DAY. CHANNEL FOUR 

ALBUM CODA 13 CD, CASSETTE COCA 13, 
COMPACT DISC CODA 13 CD 

■ 

• $ 

ALBUM BEGA 49, CASSETTE BEGC 49, 
COMPACT DISC BEGA 49 CD 

COMPACT DISC ONLY 
AVAILABLE FROM WEA No. CODA 19 CD 

ON CODA RECORDS* 
FROM WEA DISTRIBUTION TEL 01-S98 5929 

■ ft BEGGARS KAfifiUET CQMMUN1CRT10NS LTD LABEL 
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ED BRAND NEW SINGLE ON 7"(TEN 83) AND 12"(TEN 8312) EXTENDED VERSION 
ORDER NOW FROM EMI TELESALES OR VIRGIN SALES REPS 

■H 21 December, 1985 

T@P JS SSi6LiS 

1 1 5 SAVING ALL MY LOVE FOR YOU Whitney Houston Aiista ARIST (121640 IF) 26" 7 YOU ARE MY LADY Freddie Jackson Capitol (12)CL 379(E) 51 53 15 SINGLE LIFE Cliib/Phononram JAB(X) 21 (F) 
2 2 3 SHE'S STRANGE Cameo . Club/Phonoqram JAB(X) 25 (F) 2726 4 LOVE'S GONNA GET YOU Jocelyn Brown Warner Brothers/Jellybean 020283 (Import) 52 63 10 AIN'T YOU HAD ENOUGH LOVE Julie Roberts BluoBird/10 BR 19(T) (E) 
3 3 6 AFTER THE LOVE HAS GONE Princess Supreme SUPE(T) 103 (A) 2823 9 YOU DON'T KNOW Serious Intention Important/Towcrbcll TAN(T) 8 (E) 53 42 9 IS THIS THE FUTURE/WICKY WACKY 

4 16 6 MR D J. The Concept Fourth & Broadway/Island (12)BRW 40 IE) 2923 5 R.SV.P. Five Star Tent/RCA PB 40445 (12 — PT 40446) (R) 54 58 3 CHRISTMAS MEDLEY Lifestyle XY 1(21 (A) 
5 2 6 WARRIOR GROOVE DSM 10/Vittjin—(OAZ2 45) (E) 3024 11 CHIEF INSPECTOR Wally Badarou Fourth & Broadway/Island |12)BRW 37 |E) 55 21 2 TURNING POINT Champion MSS 6 (12 ~M6) (A) 
620 2 GIRLIE GIRLIE Sohpia George Winner WIN(T101 (JS) 3143 6 OH LOUISE London LON(X) 75(F) 5617133 RAISE THE ROOF Conway Brothers 10/Virqin TEN 83(12) (E) 
7 6 5 MATED David Granl/Jaki Graham EMI (12)JAKI 6 (El 3230 13 SOMETHING ABOUT YOU Level 42 PolydorPOSPIX) 759 (F| 57 45 11 AIN'T THAT THE TRUTH Ftankie Kelly 
8" 2 DRESS YOU UP Madonna Sire W8848(T) (W) SS33 4 DON'T YOU JUST KNOW IT Amazulu Island (12)IS 233(F) 58 47 9 OH SHEILA Ready For The World 
9 18 6 ALICE. 1 WANT YOU JUST FOR ME! Full Force CBS IT)A 6640 (C) 3433 3 NO FRILLS LOVE Jennifer Holiiday Gotten A673C1CI 59 82 4 1 WISH THAT 1 WERE OLDER Lcisa Dove 

10 8 5 INSPECTOR GADGET The Kartoon Kiew Champion CHAMP(12|6 (A) 3546 13 SHE'S NOT A SLEEZE Paul Laurence (with Lillo Thomas & Freddie Jackson) Capitol (12)CL 38 (E) 60 48 2 MEDLEY Village People 
11 " 7 THE SHOW Doug E Fresh & The Get Fresh Crew Coollcmpo/Chtysalis COOLfX1116 IF) 3636 21 TRAPPED Colonel Abrams MCA MCA(T) 997(F) 61 68 2 HOW CAN 1 GET NEXT TO YOU 

12 8 6 CARAVAN OF LOVE Islcy Jasper Islcy Epic (T)A6612 (C) 3744 3 TRAITOR Elevation Illuminated/Priority (12)LEV 66 (E) 62 87 14 THE POWER OF LOVE Jennifer Rush 
13 8 5 SAY YOU, SAY ME (Title song from "White Nights") Lionel Richie Motown ZB 40421 (12 - ZT 40422) (R) 3828 4 MUSIC IS THE ANSWER Colonel Abrams PRT 7P 336 (12"—12P 336) (A) 63 61 27 LOVE SO FINE Sahara 
1434 9 100% Caprice Lovcbeat International LOV 1(T( (G/SP) 39(332 NEW YORK EYES Portrait A 6805 112 — TX 6805) (C) 6417T33 FREAK IN ME 

1510 6 THAT'S WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR Oionnc Warwick 81 Friends Ansta (12)ABIST 638 IF) 402' 4 GO HOME Stcwie Wonder Motown ZB 40501 (12"—ZT 40502) (R) 65 54 5 THE SCREAMS OF PASSION The Family 
16" 4 WHO'S ZOOMIN' WHO Aretha Franklin Arista ARIST (12)633 IE) 4141 3 (SEXUAL) HEALING Marvin Gaye CBS (T)A 2855 (C) 6617133 DO ME BABY Mcli'sa Morgan 
17" 8 TELL ME (HOW IT FEELS) 52nd Street lO/Virgin TEN 74(12) (E) 4262 2 WHENEVER 1 NEED SOMEBODY O'Chi Brown Magnet MAGIT) 288 (R) 67 86 9 STATUS QUO 

CO
 N) 3 THE TRUTH Colonel Abrams MCA MCA(T) 1022 (F) 433' 3 ON THE RADIO Miquel Brown Record Shack SOHOIT) 59 (A) 68 50 6 GIVE AND TAKE Brass Construction 

1981 2 ONE NATION Masquerade Strcctwave (M)KHAN 59 (A| 4439 5 DAY BY DAY Shakatak with Al Jarrcau Polydor POSP(X) 770 (F) 69 64 10 HIT AND RUN Total Contrast 
20^' 5 MY MAGIC MAN Rochclle Warner Brothers 0-20376 (Import) 4588 2 LOVE OASIS Patris MDM/Sircn—(MOM 121) (E) 70 22 9 WALKING IN RHYTHM The Blackbyrds 
2119 5 DO YOU REALLY LOVE YOUR BABY Temptations Motown ZB 40453 (12"—ZT 40454) (R) 4638 4 1 CAUGHT YOU OUT Dotty Green Hot Melt (12)TC 4 (A) 71 65 8 NEVER CRY AGAIN 
2228 3 LEAVING ME NOW (RE-MIX) 

Le*"?142 PolydorPOSPIX) 776(F) 4767 2 KEEP ON Bobby Mardis Profile PRO 7085 (Import) 72 49 7 AFRICAN BREEZE Hugh Masckola 
2388 2 (1 NEED SOME) SUNSHINE Direct Drive DDR 70RD 3 (12 —DRD 3) (A) 4835 6 JUST FOR MONFY Paul Hardcastle Chrysalis CASII(X) 1 (F) 73 66 4 MAKE 'EM MOVE Sly & Robbie 
24" 9 LET MY PEOPLE GO Wmans Qwest W88741T1 (W) 4940 8 "StCHtT RENDEZVOUS Rene & Angela Champion CHAMP (12)5 (A) 7469 16 GET LOOSE Alccm 
25'8 8 YOUR PERSONAL TOUCH Evelyn "Champagne" King RCA PB 49915 (12 — PT 49916) (R) 501333 

THE THINGS THAT MEN DO Krystal Epic 4905319 (Import) 7523 5 GIRL WHAT'S GOING ON? Ingram Strcctwave (M)KHAN 56 (A) 
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U R A N D U R A N 

with MILO O'SHEA 

directed by RUSSELL MULCAHY 

approximate running time 1 hour, 

available on VHS MVP 99 1099 2 and BETA MXP 99 1099 4 

with digital HIFI stereo sound. 
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