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Burke: in at number one SIMON BURKE knows all about going straight in at number one: he joined the ranks of the UK's record dealers by being appointed man- aging director of Virgin Retail. The post is his first direct in- volvement with retailing of any sort — as a chartered accountant, his previous work with the Virgin group was all finance-based. But now Burke is finding his feet in the cut-throat worid of actually selling records and, in his first inter- view, he says his money-manage- ment skills will be to the fore in his 

new role. He took over at Virgin just after the chain had become Megastore- only and as a replacement for long-standing managing director Johnny Fewings. He says of his ap- pointment: "I certainly was not the obvious choice." However, he feels the group needs tight financial control and that his experience is dovetailing well with the establish- ed retailing skills of other staff. "My first impression when I took 
TO PAGE FOUR ► 
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EMI cock-a-hoop as stoic SBK 

staff face the long wait till April 

sales shopper hi once-in-a-liretime purchase, a stoic calm has descended on SBK's UK offices at^Rathbone Placebos impli- 
music publishing become clearer. "Until April, it's business as usual — it has to be that way," says SBK's UK managing director Peter Reichardt, who himself is only a 

matter of months into a lucrative three year contract with the com- pany. However he concedes that there is no prospect of signing new writers to the company under the 
"People here are being very ma- ture about it and waiting to see what happens," says Reichardt 

people will be retained," though it is inevitable that similar functions in the two operations will be 
The SBK takeover underlines Thorn EMI's commitment to music and confirming the company's expansionist mood in his first in-depth interview since becoming president and chief operating offi- cer of EMI Music, Jim Fifiela told Music Week editor David Dalton; "I'm seeing a great enthusiasm throughout the company and what I've got to watch for is that we don't move too fast. You've got to do all these things in a phased pro- cess and it's probably my biggest frustration that you can't do it in 
"I've told Colin Soufhgate (Thorn EMI chief executive): 'I'm gonna make mistakes in this business, but it'll be because we've taken a big shot at something.' When he and I talked over this job, we quickly  1 . 1| understanding I the talk > 

NICE TO do business with you: setting the seal on Thorn EMI's £187m purchase of SBK Songs ore /pictured, left to right) Jim Fifield, president of EMI Music Worldwide; Charles Koppelman, SBK; Bhaskor Menon, chairman EMI Music Worldwide; Martin Bandier, SBK; and trwin Robin- son, president EMI Music Publishing Woddwide. 

Tower reshuffle puts 

accent on expansion 
THE SPREAD of Tower Records an American who is presently a re- from its London base to other ma- gional manager for Tower in the jor UK cities is being hastened by US. a change in the compan/s man- Smith comments: "I am going aaement structure in this countrv. back to doing what I have always wanted to do which is creating ew business." His brief will include Europe as well as the 

Steve Smith, who is currently di- rector "of European operations, will next month become director of business development with direct responsibility for finding sites and 
Taking over the day-to-day run- ning of existing shops will be new managing director Ken Sockolov, 

UK. In the interim, Tower is extending its flagship store at Piccadilly Circus in London by an additional 10,000 square feet by expanding into ad- 

CD prices 
'up to you' 
► FROM PAGE ONE sponse from the trade in passing on the price reducHon which we made to the consumer." Some retailers have interpreted this as meaning that there will be different prices for individual shops, but WEA sales director Jeff Beard comments: "Whatever we do, it will be across the board. It will be the same for everybody." He adds, though, that no CD price changes are planned in the forseeable future but that when prices are altered, the attitude of retailers will be taken into con- sideration. • From January 30, WEA is in- creasing the dealer price of its vinyl albums and cassettes. Standard full-price IPs will be £4.10, deluxe albums £4.25, budget double bums £4.85 and fj-p ' ' albums £5.85. jH-price double 

Burke , FROM PAGE ONE the job was that Virgin Retail was a company that could still — des- pite alf the difficulties if had been through, particularly the disposal of halt its outlets — muster an enor- mous body of enthusiasm and keenness to get on with the future. "Both management and staff had a role to play and my first pri- ority was to try to bring about a period of stability." In practical terms. Burke adds that top of his list was to divest Vir- gin of acHvities which had become "a distraction"; included in that were a sweet shop, a mail order operation and concessions in Deb- enhams which he sold to former Virgin employee Phil Ames. His next main project is to double the number of Megastores in the UK and Ireland to 22. He says he defines a Megastore as anything with more than 5,000 square feet of selling space.   
Maxwell sells 
70pc holding 
in Nimbus NIMBUS RECORDS is seeking a new partner from within the music industry following the decision by Robert Maxwell to sell his 70 per cent stake in the company. Nimbus director Gerald Reynolds says discussions are al- ready taking place with interested parties and the accent is on com- panies currently involved with compact disc and related technol- ogies. However, he does not rule out the possibility that the existing Nim- bus directors will seek to increase their share in the company. Maxwell Communication Cor- poration is selling its Nimbus stake and several other assets in a bid •educe a £2.5bn debt. 
DockSmcfs debt 
the volunt promoters of Jean Michel Jarre's Docklands concert. Between 100 to 150 third-party creditors are involved in the col- lapse which began with the liqui- dation of Rod Gunner Enterprises before Christmas followed by RGE Events Ltd and RGE Events (JMJ) 

BBIEf INC 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTI- CUT: At least two music outlets in the city are bringing back music listening booths. They are both using compact disc players with headsets to en- able consumers to listen to high-lighted CDs. One sho has 150 players, the other 2L. In most cases, the consumer has the use of a remote control to facilitate sampling tracks with no limit on listening time. One owner says: "We sold 50 copies of the 'Til Tuesday al- bum in one week that we defi- nitely wouldn't have sold if people hadn't been able to near the record." 

of an operation that has led to counterfeit tapes appearing in Singapore. The fact that the copies closely resemble the originals suggests that the counterfeiters have substantial financial backing. The record company is fighting back by changing the box and tape casing design. 
NEW YORK: According to a Wall Street Journal interview with Bertelsmann's Michael Dornemann, RCA Records was losing $20m a year when Ber- telsmann purchased the com- pany for $370m. Earnings for the first half of this year, says i Dornemann, came to S70rn compared to $60m for the pr vious year. He states that Be telsmann is tripling its outlay for classical music and doubl- ing spending for artists. 
MUNICH: The German Record Federation and the German Federation of Music Publishers met this month and the meet- ing is being seen as a sign that the music industry has found a need to work more closely to- gether. The main subject of conversation was the promo- tion of national repertoire and the two groups have vowed to hold regular similar meetings. 

A New Year - a new label 

UNION 

find us at MIDEM! 
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BLACK RIOT 
A DAY IN THE LIFE/WARLOCK 

7" - CHAMP 75 • 12" - CHAMP 12-75 
TODD TERRY RE-MIX CHAMP R. 12-75 

FARLEY 
JACKMASTER FUNK 

PRESENTS 
RICKY DILLARD 

AS ALWAYS 
7" _ CHAMP 90 • 12" - CHAMP 12-90 

KELVIN PIZARRO 
LONELINESS 

7" - CHAMP 93 • 12" - CHAMP 12-93 
LONELINESS 

KEVIN SAUNDERSON 
DEEP HOUSE MIX 
12" - CHAMP X 12-93 

RAZE 
BREAK 4 LOVE 

- RE-MIX - CHAMP X 12-67 • CD - CHAMP CD 67 

ROYAL HOUSE 
YEAH BUDDY/THE CHASE 

7" - CHAMP 91 • 12" - CHAMP 12-91 
YEAH BUDDY/CAN U PARTY 

12" _ RE-MIX - CHAMP X 12-91 
SUGAR BEAR 

DON'T SCANDALIZE MINE 
7" - CHAMP 92 • 12" - CHAMP 12-92 

frorn 

OUT NOW! 

AVAILABLE ON LP: CHAMP 1016 MC: CHAMP K 1016 & CD: CHAMP CD 1016 

CAN YOU PARTY 
AVAILABLE ON LP: CHAMP 1017 MC: CHAMP KI0I7 & CD: CHAMP CD 1017 

CONTACT RON BOULDING OR MEL MEDALIE 
AT STAND NO: 17.14 ' TEL: 8171 

JrWl w~ 
CHAMPION 

A STEP AHEAD 

CHAMPION RECORDS. CHAMPION HOUSE , 181-183 HIGH STREET, LONDON NWI0. TELEPHONE; 01-961 5202 TELEX: 295441 BUSY B FAX: 01-965 3948 
ORDER THROUGH BMG TELESALES 021 500 5678 H DISTRIBUTED BY BMG 
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e .know flke mine music 

JL he UK has a music industry that is respected and 
envied throughout the world. As a result, British music is 
bought, played and enjoyed in many different countries 
and by people of remarkably diverse cultures. 

At MCPS, we appreciate the importance of this. We 
realise that for our music industry to thrive, the artistic 
and commercial value of music needs to be recognised. 

Music also needs protection — protection against 
exploitation and corruption in an often cut-throat and 
uncompromising commercial environment. At MCPS, we 
afford that level of protection. We also work 
hard to promote a healthy music marketplace. 

QEOgpS 

The principle is always the same - whether it is music 
recorded onto discs and tapes, or into films, videos, 
audio-visuals, television programmes and advertisements. We seek to obtain a fair return for the commercial use of 
music. MCPS represents over 10,000 composers and 
publishers in the UK and has established contacts with over 40 sister companies worldwide. So we know what is 
happening in the music world - all over the world. And we have done so since 1911, when mechanical copyright 
was first recognised by UK legislation. MCPS - over 75 

years of making copyright work, for 
copyright works. 

CONTACTS AT MIDEM: 
Bob Montgomery 
Graham Churchill 

Keith Lowde 
Carole Howe 11s 

75 
years of making 

copyright work frjr ^copyrightworks . 
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IHE FIRSI1989 RFIEASE ON THE CRUSH 

THE DEBUT CRUSH SINGLE FROM 
THE ELECTRIFYING FORMER "TOWER OF P 

ALREADY A U.S. CHART SUCCESS, 

7" ONE 8103 
12" ONE bm 
CD ONE 8903 

AMS 

-- 
LovgOn 

MU/K 
ORDER NOW FROAA K-tel TELESALES ON (01) 992 800C OR YOUR 'HIT THE ROAD' REP 

fr 

CRUSH AAUSIC IS JUST ONE OF K-tel's FOUR NEW FRONTLINE LABELS... 
CRUSH MUSIC (DANCE) 

AJK (POP/ROCK 
HEADFIRST (JAZZ) 

NOUVEAU MUSIC (NEW AGE) 

THE FUTURE SOUNDS LIKE THIS 
TO HEAR THE FUTURE NOW CONTACT 

MARTIN PIERP01NT AT MIDEM, STAND 26.05 (TEL 933 90101 EXT 8175) 



And then there were three.., 
'After the SBK deal I hope any question of Thorn EMI's 
music will be history.' So says EMI Music president and chief operating officer Jim Fifield who has been charged with turning this 
into the thirc force of the global music market of the 

WHEN JIM Fifield was imported from CBS/Fox to be Bhas- kar Menon's event- ual successor, observers first soid "who?" and then asked "why an outsider?". For in a company that has been criticised for being top heavy with senior executives, there "" rmed to be no shortage of inter 

In a week when Music Week is focusing keenly on the US market, David Dalton gauges this New York-based executive's early 
impressions of his ambitious company, of the music industry itself, and assesses the prospects of achieving his 
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an international succesj 

sam brown 

stop" her debut album has entered the top 20 in 7 
european territories going top 10 in 3. 
stop" the single went top 10 in 8 territories 
including 4 number one's 
sam brown is a u.k. artist. 
the single "stop" will be re-released here on January 23ri 
supported by a major campaign including flyposters, 
music press and magazine advertising and specially 
designed in-store display material. 
the 7" is available in a special limited edition poster bag, 
also available on 12" and cd formats. 



Universal 

appeal 
by John Tobler A NEW year, a new label — well, at least that's true of the US, al- thouqh at this point, there is no word on whether or not the just launched Universal label will have its own identity in Britain, Parent company MCA'S recent limited interest in its impressive country catalogue does not augur well for Universal's chances of ma- jor European exposure, although it would be wrong to prejudge. Jimmy Bowen, once a hitmalcer as an artist (I'm Stickin' With You, pen- ned by Bowen and Buddy Knox and recorded by Bowen & the Rhythm Orchids, was a million sell- er in the Fifties) and latteriy presi- dent of MCA, Nashville, is the 

TOPel® 
COMPILATIOKS 

LPS 

WiteNefaoo TelstaSTAIi2317(BMG| 

eluded are Lacy J Dalton, Larry Gatlin & the Gallin Brothers, Gritty Dirt Band, Cad Perkin., die Rabbitt and Roger Whittaker (among others) and Lacy J Dalton's Survivor album is scheduled as the first Universal release in the US (this month). A4W wishes Jimmy Bowen lots of luck and hopes that many of these artists will come to Europe if and when their work is released on this side of the Atlantic. 
able artist .. new label, this tir based indie with name of Nowyertalkin' Records. Distributed via PRT, the label's first release is by a Canadian artist, Connie Kaldor, who is scheduled for a UK tour in the spring. So far, all that is available is a single, Wanderlust, but an album with the intriguing title of Moonlight Grocery is scheduled for March re- 

On a personal note, thanb to all those who called or wrote to agree with the sentiments in the last coun- try column [MW January 7). It seems as if a small amny is assembl- ing to boost country music into ma- jor contention this year — further volunteers are more than wel- 

CONN/f KAZDOR: Nowyertalkin! 

Browser's 

bonanza 
jround in one form or another be- fore, the following are possibles for country browsers from among re- 

Pride of place must go to the ex- cellent Country Store series, once administered by Starblend but now relaunched via Master- pieces (owned by Castle Com- munications). 32 albums in the series have now been released on CD, featuring such artists as George & Tammy, Bobby Bare, Merle Haggard, Johnny Cash, Marty Rabbins, Ricky Skaggs, Reba McEntire, Tanya Tucker, Hank Sen- ior, Hank Junior, Crystal Gayle and Waylon & Willie. Usually good compilations at a dealer price of £4.86 (ocassionally. os in Reba's case, of previously unreleased ma- ferial in Britain, at least), this series is well worth checking out. On a more esoteric note, Sun- down/Magnum has just released a trio of other desirable items: On Stage _ by The I "i features two g: rtalists who i longer ;, Clare. White and Scolty Stoneman — iris virtuosity has been equalled my opinion, as these 1 964 sides effectively demonstrate. Jammin' with J R & Friends Featuring Willie Nelson is actually an album by Texan pianist J R Chofwell, which was produced by Doug Sahm and also includes participation by ace fiddler Johnny Gimble and Sahm's buddy Augie Meyers. As the amus- ong by Will Birch & Andy  , remarks, 'There must be a new Willie Nelson, it's nearly 11 o-dock, and there are already two on this page; Sundown's sister label, Magnum Force, releases a curious compilation, The Legend- ary Guitarists Of Gene Vincent, which features Johnny Meeks, CliW Gallup and Jerry Merritt, all of whom played with Vincent, ilthough the latter is not featured 

TOP *20 • ALBUMS 

COUNTRY 
21st Januoty, 1989 

1 , COPPERHEAD ROAD Steve Eorle MCA MCF3426 (F) C:MCFC3426/CD:DMCF3426 
2 . FROM THE HEART Daniel O'Donnell TelstarSTAR2327 (BMG) C;STAC2327/CD;TCV2327 
3 „ ONE FAIR SUMMER EVENING MCA MCF3435 (F) 3 Nanci Griffith C:MCFC3435/CD;DMCF3435 
4 . OLD8X10 Randy Travis Warner Bros WXI62 (W) C;WX162C/CD:K9254662 
5 7 SWEET DREAMS Patsy Cline MCA MCG 6003(F) GMCGC 6003/CD:- 
6 0 LONE STAR STATE OF MIND MCAMCF3364(F) y Nanci Griffith C:MCFC3364/CD:MCAD5927 
7 . DON'T FORGET TO REMEMBER Rib RITZLP0043 (SP) 4 Daniel O'Donnell C:RITZL0043/CD:RITZCD105 
8 ,, LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS 11 Nanci Griffith MCAMCF3413 (F) GMCFC3413/CD:DMCF3413 
9 ,, STORMS OF LIFE 16 Randy Travis Warner Bros 9254351 (W) C:9254354/CD:9254352 

10 - 1 NEED YOU Daniel O'Donnell Rib RITZLP0038 (SP) C;RIT2LC0038/CD:RITZCD104 
11 ,, SHADOWLAND 15 kd long Warner BrosWX171 (W) GWXl 71 C/CD:WX171 CD 
12 , , BUENAS NOCHES FROM A LONELY...Reprise WX193 (W) 4 Dwight Yoakam C;WX193C/CD:WX193CD 
13 ,, GUITAR TOWN Steve Earie MCA MCF3335 (P) CJ4CFC3335/CD;DMCF3335 
14 ,, ALWAYS AND FOREVER Randy Travis Warner Bros WXI 07 (W) C:WX107C/CD:WX107CD 
15 8 WATER FROM THE WELLS OF HOME Mercury 8347781 (F) Johnny Cash 0834778 4/CD:834778 2 
16 i a EXIT O Steve Earle & The Dukes MCA MCF3379 (F) C:MCFC3379/CD:DMCF3379 
17" ngj ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL -10 Asleep At The Wheel Epic 4506921 (Q 04506924 
18 17 ^n ALA,WONDERFUL W0RLD CBS 4625141 (C) Willie Nelson C;4625144/CD;4625142 
19" g, ANGEL WITH A LARIAT k d long & The Reclines Sire 9254411 (W) 09254414 
20" r™ PONTIAC Lyle Lovett MCA MCF3389 (F) OMCFC3389/CD:DCFC3389 Compiled by Gallup for the Country Music Association © 1988 

RITZ TOP COUNTRY ARTISTS 

iiciiiis 7 GARRICK STREET COVENT GARDEN LONDON WC2E 9AR 

DANIEL O'DONNELL 
BR1TAINS TOP COUNTRY MUSIC ENTERTAINER WITH "CROSSOVER"SUCCESS IN THE COUNTRY. POP AND VIDEO CHARTS 

THE BEST SELLING ALBUM; 
"FROM THE HEART" TELSTAR STAR/STAC/TAC 2327 

THE BEST SELLING VIDEO; "DANIEL O'DONNELL: LIVE IN CONCERT" 
RITZ V0001 

CHARLEY PRIDE LONGTIME COUNTRY FAVOURITE, WITH HIS NEW ALBUM "I'M GONNA LOVE HER ON THE RADIO" (RITZ LP/LC 0048/CD108) CONTAINING TWO ADDITIONAL TRACKS NOT ON U.S. RELEASE 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

J 

NEW SINGLE 
"A WHOLE LOT OF LOVIN'" 

CHARLEY PRIDE CATALOGUE NO RITZ 196 RELEASE DATE 1ST FEBRUARY 1989   
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Sarah Davis 
there is still 
a place for 
the small 
independent 
music publisher 

Successful inde- pendent publishers are beina snapped up greedily by the majors: Chappell went to Warner Bros; EMI Publishing is eyeing SBK With the growth of the is there still a place . small independent pul 
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