
MUSIC WEEK 

£1.90 U.S.$3.50 ISSN 0265-1548 

3 VP - 2l) 2i| 

News analysis: The Our Price phenomenon 3 New product 3 Talent school — just the first? 4 Frontline: Dealers' views on the Brits 8 Country: Latest tours, reviews plus chart 12 Singles, albums charts 14, 23 A&R: Enjoying Happy Mondays, a look at The Sun And The Moon; Pop Will Eat Itself and Love And Money live, plus Dance, Hamilton, Tracking and reviews (Comic 

INSIDE 
nch of Big 

Relief single pict 
Folk chart 

The Other Chart 
Airwaves: T World Cafe Airplay action; CD chart 26 Classical; ASV's spring schedule 77 Music video: A look at Big TV plus chart 27 Indie chart 28 Publishing: Peter Smits reflects on his career 29 US charts 29 Feature; The Darling Buds on tour 32 Diary; Dooley 35 

Breakneck Brits video out next week 
A VIDEO version of the British Rec- ord Industry Awards show is to be rush-released and on sale next Monday (20). The video's producer, Anthony Broza, aims to have a complete compilation of the winners within 24 hours and the video is expected to have a dealer price of £6.95. will be distributed by Parkfield 

using established artists like Mick Fleetwood and Samantha Fox as presenters instead of professional DJs they aim to make it a more in- formal and fun show. 

MU slams 'absurd' 

tour buy-on system 
RECORD COMPANIES who buy their bands on to tours are comina under fire for using "an absurd practice" to replace im- aginative markefing of bands. The Musicians' Union's Mark Melton says the present system is threatening the live scene 
Wynd-Up set 
to join TBD 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR the sale of Prestwich Holdings' wholesaling company Wynd-Up, could take "weeb or even months", accord- ing to a spokesman for the com- pany. Sources within Prestwich and prospective buyer John Menzies sav there is a willingness from both sides to do business but fear that the discussions could be protracted 

and ultimately damaging to the record industry. "Only those bands with ma- jor record contracts can afford to tour, and now there is even the ridiculous scenario of rec- ord companies paying colleges to put on their bands. It's killing the live scene," he says. The issue was discussed at an MU seminar where Dire Straits' manager Ed Bicknell revealed that he "detests" the principle 

fee for buying on .    supposed to be a contribution towards the costs of the pro- duction, but the problems start- when the headlining band is frying to make a profit. They can use supply and demand to get the price up." 

Agent Carl Leighton-Pope said he knew record compan- ies willing to pay £10,000 to put a support band into 13 ballrooms, but claimed that the advantages of buying on to a major tour are "fantastic". "I hit Virgin Records for a ton of money to put T'Pau on the Bryan Adams four — but think of the expense of putting a band out on their own. The buy-on syndrome is actually a cheaper route and you know for sure that you'll be playing to ^your record buyers," he 
Leighton-Pope agreed that record companies use buy-ons as "something to hang a mar- keting campaign on". "There are a whole bunch of record companies who sit, around not knowing what to do with a project then think 'I know, I'll put them on a four',-" he added. 

• LISA ANDERSON is set to be- come the UK's first female record company managing director by being appointed head of RCA. Although the company has so far made no comment, her ap- pointment is expected to be con- firmed before the end of the month. Anderson is currently inter- national marketing director at PolyGram. • See also p4. 

Red Rhino runs 
out of stock 
RED RHINO Distribution's offices in York are closing down this week with the majority of its nine staff be- ing made redundant. 
Cork Gully says a buyer for the op- eration has not been found since the firm went into receivership last December. "Attempts to find a buyer have failed but there are a number of parties interested in buying differ- ent parts of the business," he says. "About half a dozen parties are in- volved but no deals have been concluded yet." 

BARRY HARTOC: plus go change 
Hartog: doing it in style 
OUR PRICE is puttina into action the old French proverb: everything changes, everything stays the 

New managinq director Barry Hartog is steeped in the company philosophy having been a director for 10 years and he is taking over his new |ob with a promise for con- tinuity. He comments: "For many years. Our Price has established a style and a philosophy and with a dec- ade as a director behind me it is something I feel strongly about and 

Hartog joined Our Price to work with founders Mike Isaacs and Garry Nesbitt when the chain, which now has more than 270 shops, had just six stores. Despite taking less prominent roles, Isaacs and Nesbitt are still di- rectly involved with the expansion of the company. Isaacs is develop- ment director and spends his time seeking out and acquiring sites for x while Nesbitt, as deputy chairman, is occupied w term strategy decisions. • The Our price phenor 

NOTHING HAS BEEN PROVED. 

Dusty Springfield 

Written and produced by Pet Shop Boys.Co-produced and mixed by Julian Mendelsohn. Limited quantities available in gatefold sleeves. 
lakcnJrom the soundtrack album of the forthcoming Palace Pictures release SCANDAL. Available on Parlophone Records. 
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How the UK's biggest 

has taken the high road 
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Whole country can learn lessons 

from talent school, says Branson 
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Animal Nightlife 
Rick Astley 

Aztec Camera 
Black 

Blow Monkeys 

Cllmle Fisher 
Lloyd Cole and the Commotions 

Curiosity Killed The Cat 
Chris De Burgh 

Jaki Graham 
Ofra Haza 
Jellybean 

Holly Johnson 
Kane Gang 

Killing Joke 
Kiss DMC 

Matt Blanco 
Microdisney 

Pet Shop Boys 
ie Rhythm Sisters 

Barry White 
ames Lee Wild 
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"we'll get your act together." 

Stanley-Clarke on 
01 749 9370 
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"We look back on Men Women now and it's not got the warmth the first one had. The subject matter was a lot of shagging and H debauchery. The le's a love album. It o much more relaxed imannered. Andyes, myo 
:her well." 

"WE'RE GOING BIG or 

IP WX 242 • CASSETTE WX 242C ■ CD; 244 689-2 
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Dealers award Brits a mixed response 
THE BRITISH record industry's most publicised event of the year has a mixed effect on sales according to independent dealers. They also soy that the Brits awards, televised live to a notional audience, should "relate to sales to be a true reflection of the market". Peter Williams of Mark One Rec- ords in Fleet, Hampshire, maintains that there will be an increase in sales for awards winners in his shop and he welcomes the interest created at this lime of the year, jthod of selecting -by a 

his liking, though, "It depends on the award category, but I think that things like the best album and single should be based on sales. That way there's no doubt about who wins what," he says. However, according to Jacki Budworth-Oades of Scunthorpe's Record Village the awards don't make a lot of difference to sales. She says that rather than using a 
fleeting the public's opinion. It is o similar story at Jays Re ords and Tapes in Cambridg 

wZ 

Manager Jed Radford says that "not a lot of people are really in- terested in the awards". Although Jays stocb chart material, it has found a niche in specialist music and, as Radford points out, the ma- jor chains are more concerned with the awards because chart ma- terial is their bread and butter. "The awards should be given ac- cording to sales figures," says Rad- ford, "otherwise it's false represen- tation if people don't know what's happening in the field." Linda Hill of CE Hudson's record department in Chesterfield thinks that dealers could nominate candi- 

awards are there to entertain the general public." 
Top acts like 
Bros don't need 
the awards, so 
wouldn't it be 
belter to give up | 
and coming 
bands a chance' 
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throwing muses • dizzy (remix) 

new single from the album • hunkpapa 
7" ad 903 • dizzy (remix) • santa claus 

10"badd903 c.d. bad 903 c.d. dizzy (remix) • santa claus • plus live tr 
mania • downtown • recordedatthetownandcountryclub,london 1988 

10" is available as a ltd edition of 5000 in self opening gatefold sleeve 
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Tour de 

force 
by John Tobler LATEST NEWS on the touring front is substantial — let's start with Mervyn Conn's Easter Fes- tival at Wembley, where an addition to the bill for the last day (Monday) is that of eccen- tric Texan singer/songwriter Townes Van Zandt, writer of the much-recorded Poncho & Lefty. Jeffrey Kruger has now de- cided to forget the idea of a major festival this year, and will concentrate on UK tours by big country names. This year's 

TOP*10 
COMPILATIONS 

IPS 

3 CJenCompbe3 MFP CDMFP6023 (E) 
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9 8 BEST 10VED FAVOURITiS 

Daniel O'Donnell tour will take place between the start of March and the end of April in a pair of 17-date outings tak- ing him from Cariisle to St Austell and from Ipswich to Llandudno. No Scottish dates at the moment. On to a performer of a very dif- ferent type, Texan troubadour Guy Clark. As suggested previously in this column, Clark's new album (his first original album since 1983's Better Days) will appear in the UK on U2's Mother label. Titled Old Friends, presumably if will be re- leased to tie in with a nine-date tour at the beginning of March. Fans of both Clark and O'Donnell (there may be some!) will be reliev- ed to learn that the two will not be competing in any towns and cities... Incidentally, it is also strongly rumoured that Mother Records has signed Joe Ely — anyone offering odds on what style Rattle & Hum's follow-up will be in? Also on tour shortly are Two Hearts, which combines the talents of the UK's best known female country singers, Ginny Brown (Little Ginny) & Tammy dine. Their debut album has been announced, and was recorded in Nashville. More on that when we get a review copy, and the same goes for a third album by Pinto Bennett & the Famous Motel Cowboys, who will also be touring in Europe during March, with UK and Irish dates in- cluded. And they said country mu- sic would never catch on in the UK. 
REVIEWS 
BUCK OWENS: Hot Dog. Capi- tol (TC)EST 2082 (also on CD). The outstanding album of the year so far, for which the credit must ac- crue partially to Dwight Yoakam, who urged Owens out of retire- ment. Maybe the most successful country star of the Sixties, Owens represents Bakersfield, California, country music which is also perfect New Country. Yoakam duets on Under Your Spell Again, which Owens co-wrote and which was a US top 40 pop hit for Johnny (Rivers, and he also wrote Hot Dog, a cover of which was the first iShakin' Stevens hit. Whether it was 

advisable for a man who is 60 this year to also cover Summertime Blues is something for others to consider . . . Owens is the star of the second day of the Wembley Country Festival this Easter, and this is an irresistible advertisement for a bigger crowd than many ex- pect that day. 
VARIOUS ARTISTS: Piper Alpha — The Album. Barge BGE LP 1008 (also on cassette and CD). Distribution: Priorify/BMG. This 24-track double album's profits will go the Piper Alpha Disaster Fund. 
Turner, John Stewart, George Hamilton IV, the Moody Brothers, Leroy Van Dyke and Jimmy C. Newman, plus a dozen UK country acts such as Gerry Ford, Colorado, Stu Page, lona & Andy, Lyndsey St John and Marie Lester hove each donated a track, and while this is hardly musically innovative, the gesture of putting together a coun- try compilation for such a good cause should be applauded 
MERLE HAGGARD: 25fh Anni- versary Album. Capitol (TC) EMS 1313. MERLE HAGGARD: The Country Store Collection. Coun- try Store CD CST 15. Two mid- price retrospective albums by Hag- gard which don't duplicate tracks. The Capitol album has 
admirable Country Stc._   Hag's first major label was Capitol, from 1965 to 1976, and most of those years are represented on the 25th album (the silver anniversary of his first hit, in 1963). He also wrote all 20 songs himself. The hour long Country Store album is of Epic material from the first half of this decade, and the artist only wrote about half the songs. Few, if any, of the tracks on either album crossed over to the pop chart in the US, and you can certainly see why in the case of the earlier songs. These days, you can hear a relatively composed, relaxed, produced Haggard, whose song- writing has vastly improved. Those who value the rugged approach of the just-out-of-San Quentin Hag- gard may prefer the Capitol al- bum, though. 

TOP *20 • ALBUMS 

COUNTRY 
18th February , 1989 

1 COPPERHEAD ROAD Steve Earle MCAMCF3426 (F) C:MCFC3426/CD:DMCF3426 
2 , FROM THE HEART Daniel O'Donnell TelstarSTAR2327 (BMG) C;STAC2327/CD:TCV2327 
3 , SWEET DREAMS Patsy Cline MCA MCG 6003(F) OMCGC 6003/CD:- 
4 , ONE FAIR SUMMER EVENING MCA MCF3435 (F) ■i Nanci Griffith C:MCFC3435/CD;DMCF3435 
5 , OLD 8X10 ^ Randy Travis Warner Bros WXI62 (W) C;WX162C/CD;K9254662 
6 7 ALWAYS AND FOREVER ' Randy Travis Warner Bros WXI 07 (W) C:WX107C/CD:WX107CD 
7 , DON'T FORGET TO REMEMBER RilzRITZLP0043(SP) 0 Daniel O'Donnell C:RIT2L0043/CD:RITZCD105 
8 „ (NEEDYOU Daniel O'Donnell Rite RITZLP0038 (SP) C:RITZLC0038/CD:RITZCD104 
9 q LONE STAR STATE OF MIND MCAMCF3364 (F) Nanci Griffith C:MCFC3364/CD:MCAD5927 

10 STORMS OF LIFE 1:5 Randy Travis Warner Bros 9254351 (W) C:9254354/CD:9254352 
11 ,, SHADOWUND 11 kdlang Warner Bros WX171 (W) C:WX171 C/CD:WX171 CD 
12 ,, GUITAR TOWN Steve Earle MCA MCF3335 (F) C:MCFC3335/CD:DMCF3335 
13 ,. BUENAS NOCHES FROM A LONELY... Reprise WX193 (W) Dwight Yoakam C:WX193C/CD:WX193CD 
14 lfi TWO SIDES OF DANIEL O'DONNELLRteRllZLPOOSl (SP) 10 Daniel O'Donnell C:RITZLC0031/CD:RITZCD107 
15 ,, LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS n Nanci Griffith MCA MCF3413(F) C:MCFC3413/CD:DMCF3413 
16 ,, WATER FROM THE WELLS OF HOME Mercury 8347781 (F) Johnny Cash 0834778 4/CD:834778 2 
17 17 GIVE A LITTLE LOVE TheJudds RCA PL90011 (BMG) C:PK90011/CD:PD90011 
18 10EXITO 

Steve Earle & The Dukes MCAMCF3379(F) C:MCFC3379/CD:DMCF3379 
19 pp HILLBILLY DELUXE KI: Dwight Yoakam Reprise WXI 06 (W) C;WX106C/CD:925 567 
20 RE ^ 90NN!A L0VE HER ON THE... Rite RITZLP0048 (SP) Charley Pnde C:RITZLC0048 

Compiled by Gallup for the Country Music Association © 1988 

Emmylou 

Harris 
The New; LP • Cassette ■ CD 

Bluebird 
Out Now! 925 77b-l/-4/-2 

16 classic tracks including 
all their US hit singles 
and featuring six bonus tracks 
not on the US compilation 
includes new single 'Have Mercy' ZB49471 
® PL/PK/PD 90243 
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