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Unveiled: Nesbitfs 

cut-price store plan 

7 DECEMBER 1991 £2.50 

Our Price founder Garry Nesbitt is attempting to repeat his cut-price formula by launch- ing a discount music and video "club" for Woolworth owner Kingfisher, In a low-key operation, Nes- bitt and his former fellow Our Price directors Frank Daranjo and Dave Caine opened two stores last week trading under the name Titles Music and Video Club. The key elements of the 
cept are: • Discounts of 18-20% on nor- mal music and video retail sell- ing prices © Video rental service • lOam-lOpm opening hours. 

Titles: 'convenience' concept 
Membership is currently free, but literature on display in the stores says a £10 "life member- ship" fee will be introduced on January 1. The first store opened on Tuesday in Brent St, Hendon, 

north London. A second was due to open on Friday in Col- chester. The Hendon store had signed up nearly 400 members by Thursday evening and man- ager Jo Meakin says the reac- tion from customers has been good. The Hendon store trades from around 5,000 sqft and of- fers an in-depth range of chart and catalogue music titles, ac- cessories, retail and rental video. Typical selling prices for CD chart product include Now 20 marked down from £20.99 to £16.99, Paul Young's From Time To Time down from £12.99 to £10.65 and U2's 

Achtung Babv! down from £13.99 to £10.99. By comparison, fellow King- fisher subsidiary Woolworth was last week selling Now 20 at £18,49 and U2 and Paul Young at £12.49. Meakin says the Hendon out- let's target market is 25- to 40-year-old motorists within a five-mile radius of the store. Nesbitt, Caine, and Daranjo were part of a group of five Our Price directors fired in August 1989 for attempting to set up a rival chain. None were avail- able for comment. The stores offer a veiy basic design, but include listening posts to allow customers to pre- view tapes or CDs. 

Zomba set to 
sell publishing 
stake to BMG 
Zomba is believed to be on the verge of selling a minority stake in its worldwide music publishing operation to BMG in return for a substantial cash in- jection. The deal was initially ex- pected to be signed ahead of last week's Thanksgiving holiday in the US, but was delayed, Zomba publishes and man- ages Bryan Adams producer Mutt Lange and had a stake in the worldwide hit (Everything I Do) I Do It For You. It is not thought that any deal would affect the Zomba publishing company in the UK, however. This declared pre-tax profits of £571,000 on turnover of £7.2m in calender 1990. Its ultimate holding company is the Swiss Zomba Corporation. Zomba's biggest shareholder Clive Calder bought out part- ner Ralph Simon in September last year. 

Tucker to lead 
AIM salesforce 
Nigel Tucker has been appoint- ed to head AIM, the joint Island and A&M salesforce. The ex-Chrysalis sales direc- tor, who left the company under the shadow of the EMI takeover a month ago, replaces John Pearson, now MCA commercial director. As sales director of AIM, Tucker will report to Island and A&M managing directors Marc Marot and Howard Berman. He leads a staff of 26. Tucker is believed to have been unhappy with his chang- ing role at Chrysalis following EMTs buy out. He was unavail- able for comment. Berman says: "Since Island and ourselves set up AIM al- most two years ago, it has more than lived up to our expecta- tions. "We have grown accustomed to having one of the UK's best sales organisations and Nigel Tucker, with his enthusiasm and experience, is the obvious person to lead it." 

Watsoi back 

at Chrysalis 
Former Arista MD Roger Wat- son is rejoining the Chrysalis Group for the third time as part of a worldwide expansion of its music publishing interests. Watson takes up the new post of director and general man- ager of Chrysalis Music Publishing, Chris Wright's sole music company after selling his 50% share in Chrysalis Records to EMI last month. President Stuart Slater says Watson will oversee A&R as Chrysalis aims to establish it- self as the biggest independent publisher. Watson was one of 24 redun- Two more hirings are plan- dancies at BMG in April. He ned at the Bramley Road office, first joined Chrysalis Music in .vith a further five in the US. July 1973, n Watson says: "This appoint- fice in 1975. nent offers the creativity with- In 1985 he r rut the BMG corporate stuff salis before jc ivhich was so demanding." MD in June 1! 
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OPINION 

We are now entering the second decade of the Aids crisis. Over the next 10 years it is likely that the people most at risk are the (same) young, sexually active, heterosexuals who make up the majority of record buyers. This should make the involvement of the music industry in fighting Aids an imperative for action rather than a topic for discussion. When we began Red Hot And Blue in 1990 it was clear that Aids had become a medical emergency and a social catastrophe. Yet very little was being done to remove the stigma surrounding the condition and to educate safe sex practices to slow its exponential growth. To date we have sold over a million albums, broadcast a television progr n by m n 10 million people in more than 25 countries and netted close to £2.5m, which is currently being distributed to a variety of organizations dedicated to fighting Aids and HIV. 
We are involved in creating another Aids benefit album and programme called Red Hot And Dance, which will be available this spring. We hope to raise millions more pounds and to continue to educate a new generation about Aids and safe sex. Yet even that is nowhere near enough. The music industry must put all of its corporate and cultural power behind this crisis, because governments are simply not doing enough. Why the music industry? Because it can. Only pop music truly speaks to kids in their own language. Only 
about this sensitive subject with credibility. So, we need your help to make Red Hot And Dance a 

But even more, we need additional benefits, more awareness, more energy — anything humanly possible to fight this disease and to n the face of the worst medical emergency in history. Leigh Blake and John Carlin are the producers of Red Hoi And Blue 

NEWS 

Capital sees profits slump 
Capital Radio has recorded its first drop in profits — down 38% — for six years. The London station's results for the year to September 30 were revealed as founder chairman Sir Richard Atten- borough announced he is to stand down in the New Year. 
deputy chief executive of the publishing group Reed. 

Reporting a 38% fall in pre- tax profits on turnover down 13% at £32.5m. Sir Richard said the years greatest disappointment had been the collapse of Century Communications, Ireland's only independent national s*"- 

Sir Richard: to step down 
Capital wrote off £2m pump- d into the venture. Sir Richard gave no indica- 

  whether Capital is to bid for the UK national commer- cial franchise due to be award- : ed next year. He said the fall in profits to £9.8m "reflect the difficult I trading conditions faced dur- ^ ing the past year." But he added that Capital remains the leading London j station, listened to by four out ! of 10 Londoners. 

Commons protest 

over EMF-word 
EMI has been censured in the House Of Commons for its re- fusal to use parental advisory 

The n the word "fuck" on EMF's Schubert Dip and follows a complaint to South Glamorgan MP John P Smith by a consti- 
EMI is playing down the complaint but Smith has spon- sored an early day motion call- ing on the company to intro- duce "a system of labelling on material unsuitable for child- ren," It also describes EMI's conduct as "irresponsible." The motion is backed by La- bour's spokesman on children, Joan Lestor. Although it is not designed to lead to legislation, the MPs hope it will gain fur- ther support, "I'm not for censorship, but 

BMP: F-word ickered LP outraged mother 
1 think any responsible com- pany should use warning labels as a matter of course," says Smith. The complaint came after the mother of a 10-year-old bought the record for her son's birthday party. But EMI's Parlophone divi- 

sional managing director And- rew Pryor says: "Evidence from the US is that stickering can increase the level of inter- est from young people." He adds; "We regret it if anyone has taken offence, but we don't believe this material is obscene." 
Scots raid nets 
huge tape hauS 
Thousands of tapes have been seized in a raid on a factory near Airdrie in Scotland. The joint swoop — organised by local police, trading stan- dards and customs officers and BP1 investigators — resulted with the arrest of three men. BPI anti-piracy unit co- ordinator Tim Dabin says pi- racy in Scotland comprises of well over 10% of the entire lo- cal cassette market. No charges have yet been brought and enquiries are con- tinuing. • The BPI, through EMI/ Parlophone and Rolling Stones Mick Jagger and Bill Wyman, last week secured a High Court injunction to stop the import, distribution and sale of live bootleg CDs by the Italian-owned CD Music Com- 

Venue plans 
label launch 
London venue group the Mean Fiddler Organisation is set- ting up a label to capitalise on the new talent it regularly showcases. Mean Recordings is being set up together with Rob Collins and Geoff Muncey of No Way Ref! management, which represents Loop, Swans and Float. The label will have a broad music policy, ranging from country to hardcore. Distribu- tion has not been finalised, but a two-tier system offering ma- jor or indie distribution is planned, Geoff Muncey says: 'The number of unsigned bands that have played the Mean Fiddler venues and gone on to sign a record deal is enormous. We thought, "Why lose out? Let's get there first'." The Mean Fiddler group in- corporates a venue in Harles- den, the Powerhaus, The Grand Theatre and Sub- 

The partnership manage- ment and publishing arm call- ed Mean Music. 

Decca in Mozart tie-in Sir Georg S    the Vienna Philharmonic with soloists Arlene Auger, Cecilia Bartoli, Vinson Cole and Rene 
rl — on December 

The centre is offering to de- liver the 20kgs of Mozart to door anywhere e UK. 
iversary of the Chadwell Heath distribution composer s death — will be —  • • televised on BBC2 later i is guaranteeing anyone who buys the £1,200 Philips Complete Mozart Collection 

Operations director Eric Wordsworth says: "This unique and important product must include a first-class de- livery presentation." 

f 
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V campaign runs through this week and begins anam t SWa9en ""'mercial on which the U2 ad is based. Tb again lor two weeks on December 9, 
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NEWS 

PolyGram in £7m film Sink 
NEWSFILE 

BBackweBf bid 
back on as 
court decides 
Chris Blackwell's bid for the Bob Marley estate is to be heard by the Jamaican Su- preme Court after all. Blackwell's Island Logic company had feared its offer would not be presented in the battle to win rights to the singer's back catalogue. Island Logic feared its $8.2m bid would not be heard and the MCA bid of $15.2m would go forward uncontested, 
Louis Byles, of Mutual Secur- ity Bank and Trust Company of Jamaica, who had intended to block Blackwell's bid, was absent from the last week's hearings. As Music V/eek went to press, the court was still hearing the two sides' cases and a decision had not been 

HiSlman hired 
for IVIusic Day 
Leading design consultant David Hillman is to design the National Music Day logo for the event due to be held on Sunday June 28 next year. Hillman of Pentagram De- sign, was previously behind redesigns of The Guardian newspaper and the New Statesman and Society maga- 

The event's steering com- mittee, headed by promoter Harvey Goldsmith, Mick dag- ger and Arts minister Timothy Renton, has also appointed a sponsorship sub-committee to seek further funding for the 
A spokesperson for Renton says although local events will hopefully be self-supporting, bigger national events will need financial backing. Four or five big sponsors or "one very big sponsor" are being 

PolyGram has injected £7m into independent film group Palace in what is virtually a record industry style label distribution deal. The Palace Video and Pal- ace Pictures catalogues are now wholly controlled by Poly- Gram which also takes a stake in Palace Productions titles such as A Rage In Harlem. PolyGram has also agreed to help fund future projects in re- 

The Royal Philharmonic Or- chestra has taken a stand against the Musicians Union's by setting its own recording 
Sommerich. Ian Maclay, managing di- rector of the RPO, says he is signing deals to make non- classical recordings which give players a 7.5% pay rise. The MU has lodged a claim with the BPI for a 12% increase. The contracts include a Michael Crawford album for Telstar and albums for Sony in Japan, 

Reachin' Records — the label part owned by Kiss FM DJ Dave Pearce, has gone into voluntary liquidation. The collapse comes just weeks after the launch of its Kiss FM-advertised album Rave, the company's biggest 
Cash flow problems and the 

problems at Reachin', which 

turn for first refusal on exploi- 
Palace co-chairman Nik Powell says the link will help reduce the debts of the com- pany which suffered a blow when its satellite TV service, The Power Station, was sus- pended in last year's Sky-BSB merger. "This deal has enabled Pal- ace to become one of the few debt-free companies in the in- 

He says he "wouldn't be sur- prised" if his players asked him to make a similar stand in the more significant classi- cal field if the BPI/MU negoti- ations do not produce an agreement by early next year. The BPI is seeking a radical revision of the agreement to include all exploitation rights for sampling and new carriers, such as interactive compact disc (CD-I) — changes MU,as- sistant general secretary Stan Martin rejects as "barmy". BPI legal director, Sara Johns, retorts: "It may seem 

\' 

dustry," he says. The an- nouncement comes just two months after PolyGram made a .El 10m investment in film with the takeover of Working Title and the makers of In Bed With Madonna, Propaganda 
Palace Video and Palace Pictures titles which Poly- Gram now controls for cinema and video exploitation include When Harry Mel Sally. 

barmy to them, but if we pay 
to exploit the recordings in various ways." John Willan, MD of the Lon- don Philharmonic, is "very in- terested" in any move to break away from the BPI/MU collec- tive bargaining structure, but Clive Gillinson, his opposite number at the London Sym- phony Orchestra, says the move could only harm already underpaid musicians, and the Philharmonia's David Whelton dismissed the idea as "very stupid". 

tor Mike Morrison in 1989. Pearce says the decision to close the label was made as soon as possible. "Business 
better to do this than have it forced upon us," he says. "There is not a huge debt left, nobody's going to get burned," adds Pearce. A meeting of creditors will be held on December 11 when 

David Maker and Golden Rose Communications have succeeded in their second attempt to take over Jazz FM. Meanwhile, DJ John Sachs has left the station after just two months. The departure is believed to be due to personal differences. 
The MCPS submitted its draft scheme to the Copyright Tribunal on Friday, after protracted negotiations failed to find agreement on elements left unresolved by the tribunal report. The BPI must submit its draft scheme by Friday. 
Valentine & Co has been appointed as the liquidator for Bandstand Entertainment, the promoter which ceased trading last week. 
Singles carrying current Top 40 hits as a B-side will be barred from the chart under a new ruling by the BPI chart supervisory committee to take effect from January 1, 1992. 
The BPI has issued a final reminder to companies wishing to book space in next year's 500,000-c irculation Brits Awards brochure. Profits go to the Brits Trust charity. More information is available from Kathy Leppard on 071 3883171. 
Producer Nicky Graham has been elected to the council of BASCA. He replaces Mike Batt who resigned due to theatrical commitments. 
UK profits from Red Hot& Blue have reached £352,000 so far, according to the Chrysalis AIDS Foundation Charitable Trust. £331,000 is going to 21 Aids organisations with the balance going to future fundraising projects. 
A new studio group, the UK Studio Accord, has been given the green light by the APRS to launch this month. Pearce launched with co-dirt appointed. More details nc 

TO ALL RETAILERS 

IP 

s . 

A market opportunity has been identified in the U.K. for a product currently enjoying considerable st Continental Europe. The product, a novel gift wrapping for compact discs, is produced in Holland and marketed in the U. Developments Ltd. A range of English text of Christmas designs is available now. Floor or counter mounted carousels are available, or alternatively, in your own shelving. To prove our faith in our product we are offering sale or returr all have 100% mark ups. Trade price £118,00 (plus V.A.T.) This includes your choice of stand complete with 300 boxes (12 designs. 25 of each) comprising 8 Xmas designs and 4 general and birthday greetings. Retail of gift box £0,99 each. For all orders please telephone Peak Developments Ltd. on 0625 614689. 
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iWRAP AROUND SOUND] PEAK DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED, "WRAP AROUND SOUND" 
Boll in Court, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6JF 

Recession hits Kiss DJ Pearce 
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set session fees 
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Fewings: 70 titles a month 
Virgin Vision 
goes in-house 
MCEG Virgin Vision is moving into in-house video production as part of its plan to become a dedicated sell through operation. Earlier this year, the com- pany — whose ownership was switched from MCEG to its subsidiary General Electric Capital Co — made its rental sales force redundant. But new UK general man- ager Johnny Fewings is now taking on staff. Helen Parker and Mike Esser both join as product managers. Fewings says the company plans to release more than 70 titles this month. "We have been quiet for 'e feel it's time 

Indies in cash link 

to take on majors 
UK publisher Ellis Rich is linking up with nine overseas companies in an attempt to buy those catalogues which indies lose to majors. The International Music Network was first mooted at Midem 1990 in an article Ellis wrote calling for unity. "The really good," says Rich. 

He has since arranged links with Roba Music in Germany; Nanada in Holland; Fregate in France; Curci in Italy; Hans Kusters Music in Belgium, Spain and Portugal; Misty Music in Scandinavia; Tran- sistor Music in South Africa; Mushroom Music in Australia; and Shinko Music in Japan. "We are trying to give the 

majors a  i for their money," Rich. "We realised that there is more room for indies if we all hold hands." Deals have already been struck for the Merit Group catalogue of 7,000 titles. Another agreement has been secured with Orbital Music to publish dance 

Philips tunes to TV ad 
Philips is planning a promotion of its 1988 rec ' of the Missa Creola to with it a TV ct mercial for Citizen watches, writes Phil Sommerich. Citizen has scheduled a £1.5m spend on the one-min- ute ad which features Jose Carreras singing the Kyne from the Mass. Special sleeve stickering, co- op advertising and point of Cat 

sale displays will support re- promotion of the album, which has sold more than 1m copies. It is the first time Carreras, the most junior of the Three Tenors, has allowed use of his 

Warner International is close to clinching a deal to take-over Erato. It already owns 30% of the French classical label. 

And it marks the first suc- cess for PolyGram's new special projects division, which aims to place recordings in high-profile areas such as TV 

Somerset and south Avon-based independent radio station Orchard FM has rejected a merger with newly formed Westcountry Broadcasting Limited (WCB). WCB was formed from a link-up of Plymouth Sound and DevonAir Radio. 
EMI Records has parted with New Model Army two albums before the end of their existing deal. EMI business affairs director Gareth Hopkins says the split was amicable. 
Sixteen organisations have confirmed plans to tender for the contract for Radio Joint Audience Research (RAJAR), the new proposed system of research being set up by the BBC and independent radio. 
BBC Video is planning to release a tribute to the Queen to mark the 40th anniversary of her 1952 accession to the throne on February 6 next year. The programme, Elizabeth R, will also be broadcast on BBCl. 
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20 crucial dance cuts 
iove decade 
rozalla 
2 unlimited 
§12 
jSeal 
Simply red 
sabrina Johnston 
yo yo honey 
2 for joy J 
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I^Bppella 
r-' • pes of rhythm 
Tmas of acid 
Bthno line 
ifeltram 
la style 
pacific 231 
shamen 
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still selling fast 

3 weeks national tv blitz 
commencing december 14th 
radio support on 
capital • kiss • atlantic 252 
press displays and 
fly-posting 
released 16th december 
order now through 
pinnacle telesales 
on 0689 873144 

mm 

featuring 
so real the love decade 
faith (in the power of love) rozalla 
get ready for this 2 unlimited 
dj's take control sl2 
killer seal 
something got me started simply red 
friendship sabrina Johnston 
groove on yo yo honey 
let the bass kick 2 for joy 
playing with knives bizarre inc 
active 8 (come with me) altern 8 
2/231 anticappella 
extacy shades of rhythm 
dance with me (i'm your ecstasy) control 
take control lords of acid 
time to sweat techno line 
the omen beltram 
James brown is dead la style 
21 st century schizoid man pacific 231 
possible worlds shamen /Ov 
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MWs Talent Tipsheet 
LIMERICK match Sinead O'Connor but a 
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