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FOR EVERYONE IN THE BUSINESS OF MUSIC 

Indies aim to create new voice 
by Tracey Snell Some of the UK's leading inde- pendent musio companies are set to launch a trade organisation to champion the sector's interests. active mt The group, tentatively called continue AIM (Association of Independent Music), will seek to give them bet- ter représentation within the industry. Insiders stress that the initia- 

source. It may also look to forge links with independent companies and organisations abroad. By setting up their own organi- sation, those involved hope to champion issues whlch are of par- 

companies are currently in dis- pute with the MCPS over how they pay mechanical royalties. "This is about giving independents better 
The project have been driven forward by a number of senior indie executives including Beggars Banquet co- 

them. For founder and BRI council lier record Martin Mills and China 
It has been mooted foi year but is now finally st 

announced formally on 

another source 
News of the group has been largely welcomed by other inde- pendent companies. "If this group goes ahead and gives us a stronger, coherent voice then it 

director of one leading indepen- 
B*Witched1 pictured here playing at Sony Muslc's recent conférence in Brighton, are set to battle It out for the top chart spot next Sunday (September 20) 

as yesterday expected to give the Chrysalls slgning bis first UK number one solo single. The Glow Worm/Epic act's new single Rollercoaster, out today, has achleved an initial ship of around 350,000 units. Meanwhile Robble played foui songs from his new album, l've Been Expecting You, at a packed showease at EMI's London head office on Friday. • Sony conférence report, p8 
Lascelles takes on dual 
rôle as Echo axes seven 
Chrysalis Music managing direc- tor Jeremy Lascelles has taken on the additional job of managing director at the slster Echo Label In a restructuring whlch has seen the company lose seven staff. Echo Label chief executive Steve Lewis says he wants to utilise Lascelles1 A&R capabili- ties to improve Echo's chart for- tunes. "I have absolute trust in Jeremy's abillties - he has a for- midable A&R record and has made an enormous success of Chrysalis Music," he says. "I need to step back from the day- to-day running of the Echo label.' 4 Lascelles will split hls tlme between Echo and Chrysalls. Among the seven staff at Echo who have been made redundant 

but this restructuring will make the company more effective in the eurrent climate," says Lewis. 

disappointlng albur Echo artlsts in recent weens. Babybird's There's Something Going On debuted at number 28 two weeks ago but dropped back to 54 lest week. Meanwhile, Moloko's I Am Not A Doctor entered at 64 but dropped out of the Top 75 after one week. 

Never Ever row 
nears resolution Ail Saints look set to relinquish 4û3L-^f the publishing royalties from Never, Ever as part of a  the sengwriting 

Sean Mather and Robert Jaza- yeri, wlïô~w5miïTaer the name Rickidy Raw Music, issued a writ against Ali Saints in January, claiming 50% of the copyright for Never Ever. Their action foilowed a successful claim by Minder Music over songwriting crédits on the track Let's Get Started, which also appears in the group's sample- heavy début album. Rickidy Raw's solicitors Harbottle & Lewis confirm seulement 

grants Rickidy publishing rights estimated oon- 

McLaughlin returns to 
the retnilers' hot seul 

The HMV Europe managing director, who previously occupied the rôle between 1990 and 1992, will take up the position on September 24 following a décision by Richard Wootton not to stand again after an unprecedented 
McLaughlin's re-eleotion as chairman coincides with a décision by the retail body to expand the size of the Bard council from 16 to 18 m rs to ai lew catégories oi 
McLaughlin says it 

question of building on Richard's achievements and makmg sure we continue to raise the profile of ail retailers large, médium and small. The retailers' contribution is begin- ning to be reoognised by suppliers and government," he says. Bard's outgoing chairman says McLaughlin was his choice of a suc- cessor. "Ifs been a very rewarding three years and Bard has further established itself as an important part of this wonderful British music industry," adds Wootton. Andys Records managing direc- tor Andy Gray has been re-elected 
Onstad, Sam Goody managing 

R Y N H i IL 



Released 28th September> 
Double CD (cdmutels) 
Long play cassette (cmutels) 
Numbered triple audiophile vinyl box set (mutels) 
Video (MF033) 

21 Re-mastered Hits including 'Enjoy The Silence', 
'I Feel you', 'Its No Good', 'Personal Jésus' & 'Strangelove' 
plus the new single 'Only When l Lose Myself. 

03 A Question Of Time 04 Strangelove 05 Never Let Me Down Aç 06 Behind The Wheel 07 Personal Jésus 08 Enjoy The Silence 09 Policy Ol Tnrth 10 World In My Eyes 

.Depeche Mode 
rThe Si ri g les 86 >93 

• Wembley Arena - 29th, 30th September > Manchester NYNEX - 2nd October > Birmingham NEC - 3rd October • Playing to 450,000 in 32 European concerts - ALL SOLD OUI 
Marketing • Ail tracks remastered • 5 Weeks National TV advertising on Cable & Satellite • Adshel sites in major cities • British Rail poster sites • London Underground poster sites and escalator panels • Major national flyposting campaign • 30,000 mailout to fans • Back Catalogue mid-price campaign > from release 
Advertising • Q > NME > Guardian > Music Week > Mojo > Dazed & Confused > NME > 

Time Out > Select > Independent > Muzik > Esquire > Empire > Uncut > GQ 
TV & Radio • National & régional airplay over 21 singles plus classic remixes on specialist shows • MTV broadcasting Cologne concert • Major TV documentary planned 
Press • Campaign includes coverage in;- • Q > Guardian > Red > DJ > Mojo > Uncut > Marie Claire > Maxim > FHM > Deluxe > Record Collector > plus much more... 

o compilation featrres 21 videos plus exdnsive Depeche Mode SAnton Qrtiin interview footage 
ng!esSl>S5 .»>» Re-mastered, ie-packag«J. re-n&œed 26th October,*™ , . '  
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NEWS 
MW COMMENT 
AIMING AT THE RIGHT TARGET Cl Industry trade associations seem to breed almost 

io would 

is busily as award shows. Now, as key members ot the indépendant community finalise the détails of their own organisation, it is not perhaps surprising that some people are asking if the UK business really J needs another association. Although some of the final détails < hammered out, the answer in this ( appear to be a resounding yes. With the industry in a state of flux, many of the issues facing indies and majors alike are the same. But not ail. Take the dispute over whether indies should pay mechanical royalties on product 1 

sold or manufactured. For a large company the issue can appear to be so boring that it is Irrelevant, but to a small operator it can be the différence between life and death - especially at the moment. It Is precisely issues such as these that AIM (if it is indeed to be called that) can make its own. If it does so, then it has a valid place indeed. There is another reason that it could play an important rôle. Some independents continue to suggest the BRI is but the mouthpiece for the majors, with its independent council members playing the rôle of Uncle Toms and merely there for show. While those council members would doubtless vigorously reject the charge, the launch of a new body should provide a unifiying focus for ail indies. Much will dépend on the driving force behind it, which will in turn hinge on the person chosen to run it. Too many bodies have launched in a blaze of publicity, only to founder once the initial enthusiasm has worn off (who remembers the Independent Publishers' Association or Umbrella?). The early signs are that this is in a différent league. Ail power to it. Ajax Scott 
PAUL'S QUIRKS 

Paul Quirk's column Is a Personal view 

Sponsors line up to support Gramophon^^ards UMU Tower Records, Classlc FM casts following the event. HMV, Tower Records, Classic FM and Brltannia Music Club are among the sponsors of next month's Gramophone Awards, whlch this year is reverting back to Indivldual sponsors after 1997's blanket deal with Britannia caused disquiet among some retailers. The event, which takes place at London's Royal Festival Hall on October 5, has also attracted a   e sponsors. 

MOS TACTICSIET THE INDIE SIDE DOWN The recent joint venture between the Ministry Of Sound record label and Woolworths may provide the catalyst needed to bring some much-needed order to the ongoing problem of the use and misuse of customer databases. AH the retailers l've spoken to were appalled by the latest blatant attempt to steer their customers into another store, some even suggesting the OFT should be informed. Why, though, was this particular mail-out so différent to the hundreds that have gone before, many of them previously supported by HMV, Virgin and Our Price? Apparently, in this instance the message was personalised, using the customer's first name, and included a £2 voucher off the Ibiza Annual to be redeemed at a named local Woolworths store. It has also been established that the mail-out included customers who have previously only shopped in indie stores and who fllled in reply cards inside an earlier Ministry album bought at an Indie store. Good marketing and good business for the two companies Involved, but surely it's somewhat unethical to poach another store's customers using such a direct approach. The most annoying fact about the whole affair for indies was that the MOS label was nurtured by the very shops that were most affected by their ill thought out mail-shot. Maybe MOS should explain its actions or in future that support may not be as forthcoming. 
It's good to see that PolyGram is again out on the road this autumn and that BMG has also decided to présent its new product and Indie strategy to as wide an audience as possible via nationwide roadshows. With so many new albums being lined up for the last quarter, the video présentations should give everyone a chance to see the wide range on offer and décidé which releases will best suit their particular store. From what l've read so far, It'll be well worth making every effort to attend. 

Jolly, 

inese incmae ui« muro-nw IC Alliance (film music award), CD 
McLaren Audio (editoi award). 

Gramophone magazine, says the i SO will be performing under the bâton of Daniel Hardlng. "We are also expecting performances from two singers of international stat- ure and a planist and violinist," he adds. "We have hlgh hopes it will be the best awards ever." Unllke last year, this year's event will not be broadcast on TV. Although disappointed, Gramo- phone says the décision has 
   Sheena MacDonald will it the awards while Classlc FM I Radio Three will once again be 

Murdoch clinches 

Mushroom buyout 
by st 
national finally completed acquisition of Mushroom Records last week following negotiations concluded by the group's VP music James " " and Mushroom founder 

« 
the Australian holding company of News Corporation. Gudinski has 

opportunity 

Earlier this year, parent News Corporation is also understood to have examined ciosely the possi- bility of making a bid for EMI Music. HH   James Murdoch f bankrolled New York-based rap label Rawkus, which now has its own UK-based représentatives, Max Lousada, co-founder of indie label Ultimate Dilemma. and promotions company Real Time. James Murdoch says Mushroom Records will play a significant rôle in News Limited's Worldwide music strategy. "We will ensure it retains its individuality and autonomy. Michael Gudinski has built an outstanding company," he says. 

managing di Marshall says the deal will open up promotional opportunities for UK-signed acts in News Corpor- ation's extensive film and TV 

Mushroom Records (UK) has enjoyed particular success with Garbage and Infectious act Ash, although the relaunch of Peter 
The hlghlight of Mushroom's 1998 autumn schedule is the new Ash album Nu-clear Sounds and the Garbage single Spécial, both released on October 5. The deal reaffirms News 

Festival R distributor and manufacturer owned by News Limited. Distri- bution of Mushroom artists in Australia will eventually revert from Sony Musio to Festival. Meanwhile, PolyGram Australia chief Paul Dickson Is to leave the major to join Mushroom as chief executive. 
Sony joins in the Fun 
with kids compilation ™iy TV Is looklng to tap Info children's market already explored by Capital Radio with a compil- er 10s. The album, set for a November 30 release, will combine contemp- orary pop hits, TV and film thèmes and classlc children's songs on one album. It will be entitled Fun!, echoing the Fun Radio concept belng developed by Capital. "The compilation market Is 
with new Ideas," says Sony TV director of concept marketing Kit Buckler, who sought the advice of Capltal's group programme dir- ector Richard Park for the album. Sony TV - which has commiss- ioned NOP to Interview under 10s, parents and grandparents to help formulate the tracklisting - |s hoping to stock the album In outlets such as Mothercare and 

Internet nudio clips 

bolster online sales Using audio samples c 
new survey suggests, A study of 1,124 visitors to MWs sister dotmusio internet site found that 82% were more likely to albums and singles 

AUDIO FORMATS USED TO LISTEN ONLINE 

online if they were c clip, while 46% had already done so. The same number regularly listened to the 30-second audio clips available on the site through dotmuslc's agreements with EMI and Warner Musio. Dotmusic commercial manager Chris Sice says the results of the survey offer firm evidence that using audio on the internet can boost online sales. "BilHe's Because We Want To listened to clip 

using eac 

(2,700 limes) in July and she wi ill the 

most product through dotmusic that month," he says. Dotmusic sells music through a deal with online retailer IMVS, which also has tie-ins with com- panies including Sony Music and Island. Of the technologies used by visitors to the site to hear music, Real Audio was the most commonly used (see table above). 
MUSIO W/FFk t Q qfdtcurfr 1398 



SMG and Kingfisher consider 

VCI acquisition bidding war 
by Tracey Snell The ownership of VCI and ils Music Collection International catalogue subsidiary could be declded thls week following the likely bidding war sparked last week by Scottish Media Group's £31m offer for the entertainment group. VCI, whose publishing interests span videos, books and music, and which came close to acquiring Man- chester United in 1996, announced on Tuesday that it had reached agreement with SMG, owner of the Scottish and Grampian télévision companies, on an 80p a share cash offer which values VCI at £31.2m. But the deal, which represented a 61,6% premium on Monday's clos- ing share price of 49.5p, was trumped a day laterwhen Kingfisher confirmed that it is considering mak- ing a higher offer. The developments prompted con- sidérable gains in VCI's share price, which jumped to 78.5p on Tuesday and topped 90p by Wednesday. It 

The Brand New Heavies: MCI hit aiso led to spéculation that other offers may emerge, with Carlton named as one potential suitor for the group. VCI has suffered from a général slump in margins sions: at the end of June this year its share price was just 64p com- pared with a flotation price in 1994 of 150p and a peak of 350p two years ago. Company insiders sug- gest that one of the reasons for the 

slump was overinfiated City expec- tations about the company's regular performance following the runaway » of its Riverdance video. MCI, v included a Brand New Heavies 1 key divi- of and which today releases the his- this vear toric Corne On You Reds - 20 Manchester United Classics, is a key player in the mid- and low-price markets. It has extended its réper- toire through acquisitions of cata- logues such as Ace Records, while 
Folk singer Lal Waterson, whose nlece Eliza Carthy has been shortlisted for thls week's Mercury Music Prize with her album Red Rlce, has dled of cancer. Waterson, who was 55 and the sister of Eliza's mother Norma, began her singing career in 1961 as part of The Watersons, one of the leading acts in the Slxties folk revival, and reached a notable peak in 1972 with the release of the album Bright Phoebus. She recorded an album, Once In A Blue Moon, 
Topic in 1996 and worked together again on more recordings which Topic Is planning to issue next year. Lal Waterson (far right) Is plctured with, from right, Mike and Norma Waterson, Martin Carthy and a young Eliza. 
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HMV adds video to 
trial listening posts HMV is trlalllng a new listening System in its flagship Oxford Clrcus store, allowing customers instant access to a sériés of music video and audio clips. 
created by video post production company Tele-Cine New Media, features a sélection of video and audio clips from the retailer's current recommended albums list as well as 10 new videos, including releases by PJ Harvey and the Boo Radleys. Meanwhile, the new listening post designed by Tangerine Prod- uct Design Consultants, which is belng used in Virgin Retail's King's Road and Oxford St stores, wlll be included in an exhibition called 'Britlsh designs for a digital future', to be opened next month by Tony Blair in Hong Kong. It wlll aiso be part of a forthcomlng London Design Muséum show. 
MUSIC WEEK 19 SEPTEMBER 1998 

RI seeks industry input for solo Bail 

acted or '6 326802. 

new s f i I e 
MUSIC CHOICE OFFERS WEB OPTION Music Choice, the digital radio service backed by BSkyB, Sony Software and Warner Music, has 

licensing deals have given it material from acts including Procol Harum and The Move. Although SMG's main interest in VCI seems to be its publishing opér- ations, SMG director of corporate affairs Callum Spreng says, "The music division is a successful part of VCI. Our proposai is to buy the whole company." A Kingfisher takeover would have implications for MCI as the former owns the budget label Crimson. Since its launch two years ago this has become market leader in the low- price sector and has a strong pres- 

BUNNEY LEAVES CHINA Jonathan Bunney has ieft hls post as head of marketing at China Records after seven years to go freelance. Jon Ward has joined as product manager and wlll share Bunney's responslbllitles with China managing director John Benedict. Ward prevlously ran his own marketing consultancy Just For The Record, which wlll continue under exlsting 
Cliff Dane, author of the UK Record Industry Annual Survey, says, "[MCI] is a good name but ifs a prob- lem for budget labels to keep product in stores. Kingfisher buying them would be a real boost." Last week's developments follows the $28.5m purchase of Castle Communications by turnaround spe- cialist Rutland Trust in June. 

UK Showcase acts 
offered full refund 
UK Showcase Of Music, which was postponed by the organlsers in July, are belng urged to apply for a full refund. Towerlands Arena in Bralntree, Essex, where the event was due to be held and which says it is itself owed money by the organlsers, says it has begun refunding bands, who were being charged £95.50 to attend. General manager John Slllett says, "We have refunded about 55 of the 60 or so bands. We are asklng anyone who hasn't 

Sillet says he was assured four weeks ago by showcase founder Paul Push that Towerlands, which claims It could be owed up to £50,000, wlll be reimbursed. Push was unavallable for 

ASIONTAKES 'PR0|ECI|' POST Music Week, Q and Mojo writer Martin Aston has been appointed music editor of 'Project J", th magazine lai 
time from Sf Meanwhiie, Émap M' merged the advertising sales teams for its music titles Q. Mojo, Kerrang!, Select and Mixmag. A team of eight sales executive now reports to music ad director Hugh Burrows, formerly sales manager at 
CAPITAL CASE THROWH OUÎ The Hlgh Court has thrown out an application by a Kent businessman protestlng agalnst Capital Radio's AM services being part networked. Francis Wlldman, who had unsuccessfully applled for one 
licences issued last year, was seeking a judiclal review agalnst the Radio Authority's décision to allow five Capital 

VIRGIN TARGETS STUOENTS Virgin Retail is launching its fourth student campaign today (September 14), offering students who register with the scheme in-store or at fresher's fairs 10% off its entire range at any time of the week. The 
Records and The Guardian for 
SPICE GIRIS MADE RICH TOP 20 The Splce Girls have made the Top 20 list of highest-eaming entertainers, according to Forbes magazine. Figures based on pre-tax income suggest that the Virgin act earned S49m (£29m) in the iast financial year. 
THE CORRS TAKE THIRD PLATINUM The Corrs' Talk On Corners won its third plat- 

Mk - 

htip:// www.dotmusic.com 



A U T II M H PRODUCT PBEVIEW VIRGIN 

Strong yeur keeps Virgin spirits up 
After a healthy start to the year, Virgin is looking to maintain the momentum up to Christmas. Tracey Snell reports 

Virgin Records has proved itself to be seemingly onstoppabie in the albums 
for the past 13 consécutive quarters. Between April and June this year, the company managed to increase its lead even further - by 2.9% compared to quarter one's 
such as Massive Attack, Embrace. Smashing Pumpkins and the enduring appeal of The Verve's Urban Hymns. This came despite some tough compétition, particularly from Warner Music, which enjoyed its best album chart showing in its history. The first nine months of 1998 have seen Virgin's Innocent label achieve its first significant hit. with 15-year-old Billie storming the charts with her début release, while the company also made its mark at the Brits in February and a month later at the Music Week Awards, where it walked off with top artist album and compilation company awards and was joint winner of the 

SINGLES CHART SCORES 

strong pc th EMi. i which to )n the crucial final quarter of this year - though the strength of Virgin's release schedule last year. which included hits from The Verve and Spice Girls, is a hard act to follow. This is a point conceded by Virgin UK président Paul Conroy. "Our hopes and expectations are always high. We've got a feeling that we're probabiy not quite as strong as we were last year but ifs certainly nothing to be ashamed of. We b ' records last year," he says. Of the achievements this year, Conroy says he is particularly proud of Gomez's Bring it On, which has been shortlisted for 'this year's Mercury Music Prize and has sold in excess of 60,000 copies (see Talent pl2). "The album is approaching gold. We're realiy proud of that," he says. singled out by 

ALRUMS CHART SCORES 

Rolling Stones (top) and Gomez Conroy include Embrace going to number one with their début album The Good Will Out. the number two singles chart début of 

number one s straight at the top. Conroy also says he is particularly ht with the development of the Innocent la "it took a lot of plotting and planning," I says. The imprint releases Billie's debu 

album. Honey To The B, on October 19 and it is expected to generate at least four hit singles. Girlfriend, the second single by the former face of Smash Hits, is due to appear on October 5 and is already proving a hit on The Box, going Top 10 in just three weeks. "Thafs a good indication of the interest in Billie that is there," says Innocent managing director Hugh Goldsmith. Adding that he will be happy if the album initially goes top five, he says Virgin will market it ail the way through next year. "ifs good enough to do that. Ifs not a case of death or glory before Christmas," says 

Looking further forward into next year, Virgin has a new album in the pipeline for spring from Scritti Politti - their first for almost 10 years. Called Anomie & Bonhomie, it has been written by Green and produced by longtime collaborator David Gamson. Featuring contributions from artists such as Brooklyn-based rapper Mos Def and bassist Me'shell Ndegeocello, it sounds as cutting edge as ever and is expected to be preceded by a single in late January. Notably absent from the release schedule at the moment is the third Spice Girls album, although the band will be releasing a new single in December called Goodbye, with a live video in November. "There never was a plan [on the schedule] for the album. Ifs what the papers read in to it," says Conroy. referring to press coverage which has suggested an album will be released early next year. However, Conroy says up to four tracks have been recorded and that the band intend to work th Mel B's pregnancies. He also says Mel C to follow Mel B in pursuing solo projects outside of the group - "It is expected that they will do collaborations with other people" - although Victoria is less interested. On the subject of Geri, Conroy iven up the idea of recording." In addition to its artist releases, Virgin has several commercial marketing aces up its sleeve including the iatest instalments of successful branded albums including The Very Best Of Love Album and The Best Christmas Album In The World... Eyerl. Ultimately se 
)8 Autumn re even without them the cc bullish about its 

AUTUMN RELEASE SCHEUULE HEl B FEMURING MISS "HISDEHEAHOR" EUIOTT: V/ont fou Bock - Virgin (Sept 14). The first " Girl to pursue a solo pre unlikely to be the last. f 
artist/writer/producer k Elliott for the single which has received strong radio support, notably Radio One, which playlisted it 
PHttMUItlS;^.Hils- Virgin(Ocl 5). Long-anticipated greatest hits package from the former ' ' it man. A collection 

hits as Against A Odds, In The Air Tonight as well a a new recording 
Lauper's True 
PUCEBO; WthDIII You I Im Holliing - Nul (Ocl 12). The follow-up ' 

Century Boy featured in the new Todd  îlvet Goldmine. A UK tour ks off in October. IE: Honey ToTIteB-Innocenl (Bel 3). The teenager ceiebrates " "th birthday with the i release of her début "5 album. It is a mixture of C upbeat pop, R&B, disco ■ and a couple of down- 

/e albums. A 

album, You Don't Care About Us, will be on September 

Tosh and John Holt, alongs from the first two Labour 0 single Corne Back Darling will be released by DEP International through Virgin on September 21. MEDIAEVAl BAEBES: Wotldes Blysse - Virgin (Bel 19). The crossover classical troupe follow up last year's Salva Nos, which went silver. RBLLING STONES: Ho Secutiiy - Virgin (Nov 2). A live album recorded during the mammoth Bridges To Babylon tour, it features 14 tracks taken from performances in Amsterdam. Buenos Aires, Nuremberg, St Louis and on MTV. it spans tracks from the Sixties through to the Nineties. CULTBRE ClUB; Ctenlesl Moments - Virgin (Nov 9). This greatest hits package also includes Boy George's solo hits, It will be preceded a month earlier by the single I Just Want To Be Loved, the band's first new material in 12 years. A limited-edition bonus CD features a live performance recorded for VHl's Storytellers sériés in New York.    Inslincl-Virgin (Nov). jest solo maie at last year's Smash poil winners party, Kavana moves in a tature direction while retaining a pop The album includes current single Spécial Kind Of Something and is expected to be released in early November. He is due to appear at three of the fortheoming five Smash Hits tour shows. 911: TNere II Is (working liile) - Virgin (Dec 7). The third album from 911 ls a Christmas covers album, bnngmg together their versions of such classios as the Bee Gees smash More 
a nttia M0man und Dr. Hook's 1976 hit Just Chrlstmas0sîngV|e.Ch ^releaSed 35 a 

NINE YARDS: Lonellness Is Gone - Virgin (lire). The début single from Virgin's first notable UK R&B signing since Loose Ends and Soul II Soul. It is taken from tf London trio's début album, tentatively entitled Where Do We Go From Here which they have written and produced themselves. This is penoilled in for a 
single 

mm 

Billie: album and singles before Christmas 
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M A L I B U A W A R D S 

THIS YEAR, THE THIRD ANNUAL 
MOBO AWARDS WILL TAKE PLACE AT 
THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

WITH MALIBU AS THEIR NEW TITLE 
SPONSOR, MOBO HAVE ALSO MOVED TO 

OUT12TH OCTOBER 1 

TICKET MASTER: 0171 413 3520 
BUT IF YOU'RE UNLUCKY, DON T DESPAIR. 
YOU CAN SEE THE BASH ON THE BOX: 
A 90 MINUTE TV SPECIAL 

CHANNEL4 10.00 RM. 
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AUTUMN PRODUCT PBFVIEW - SO 
HAHIC STREET PREACHERS: ThlS Is Hy Imlh Tell Me Tours - Epie (Sepl 14). Arguably the most anticipated album of the year. It is the 
topping single. It is being supported by widespread marketing and press campaigns as well as two legs of a UK tour: the first began in Kettering last month, while the second part comprises arena dates running through December. I0CEIÏN BROWN: The Hlls - INCreUihle (Sepl 21). The career highllghts of one of the dance scene's greatest singers are captured on this 14-track album which is being supported by an ongoing UK tour. WTCLEf |EAN: Cheoletl (To Ail The Gitls) - Columbin (Sepl 21). Wyclefs take on the Julio Iglesias/Willie Nelson hit is the follow-up to his number three single Gone 'Til November. RODDY TRAME: The Nerlh Slor - Independienle (Sepl 21). The former Aztec Caméra 

follow-up to her début album Don't Ask whlch sold 3m copies worldwide - inclui Whistle Down The Wind, the new Diane Warren-penned single In Deep forthcoming single I Want To Spend My Lifetime Loving You. CÏPRESS Hlll; IV - Columblh (Ocl 5). Jo Whiley Show and Top Of The Pops appearances are lined - to support this album along h London and In The City 

Independienle, Archive Crash, next year. LAURYN Hlll: The Hiseducolion 01 lauryn Hlll - Rullhouse/Columbia (Sepl 28). Last we became the first aibum by a female sell more than 400,000 units In th In its first week. Preoeded here by Doo Wop on September 21, ' being supported by front : magazines such as GQ. Time Out. and Blues & Seul. VONBA SHEPHARD: Songs Froni Ally HcBenl - Epie (Ocl 5). Even before this album's reiease, Shephard is already being seen by more than 2m viewers weekly on Channel 4 as the résident bar entertainer on US sitcom Ally McBeal. A huge 

er this month, while a third single, the i To You I Belong. will be released for 
["hONTROSE AVEHUE: Thlriy Doys Nlghl - Columbin (Ocl 12). The band'sfour singles are inciuded on this début album which will be backed by a 13-date UK tour starting in Edinburgh on 

DES'REE: Whnl's Tout Sign? - Sony S2 (Ocl 19). Still chartlng across Europe with Life, the singer returns with this second single from Supernatural and will be appearing on programmes including Des O'Connor and Noel's House Party to support it. Sny Ycu love M" Gtound (Ocl 19). " follows th début album Hard Mouth 1 

George Mi 

sampling Blue Angel. NEIL DIAMOND: As Time Goes By- Columbln (Ocl 26). The vétéran performer turns to the big screen - for this album of film songs, including My Heart Will Go On and " i Feel The Love Tonight. A 16- 

date UK tour starts in February. IDLIO IGLESIAS: My lile - The Greolesl Hlls - Columbin (Ocl 26). A three-part This Mornmg spécial and an appearance on Noel's Party will help support this 36-track collection from the Spanish singer, v sold more than 200m albums worldv  includes his new single, Moralita. THE YOUNG OFFENDERS: Pink S Blue - Columbin (Ocl 26). The band's busy live schedule, which has this year inciuded V98 and Glastonbury, continues with a 26-date UK 

of 

Sony outpnces opposition 
As the Sony Music group raliied its forces at last week's Brighton conférence, it had plenty to be smug about. Entering thefin 

Given the strength of Sony Music's reiease line up this autumn, chairman/CEO Paul Burger could mor than afford to take a sideswipe at the opposition during last week's Brighton conférence. Already the company is sitting pretty th year as the leading group for singles, and 

SINGLES CHAR! SCORES 

onslaught that includes the new album from " ' " ic Street Preachers' and th" George Michael solo rétrospective. "The opportunity in front of us is unprecedented and is not likely to reappear for some time," said Burger to staff on the conference's closing day. "Dur opposition, to recognise, is in a complété and 

S releases' highest chart positions to w/e 29/8/98 (Uie Manies hit 
16, making il ;e group. Epie contributed 

others regained their strength. Raliied by the reiease schedule ahead, he went so far as to déclaré, "In my 21 years with this company, never have we presented a Christmas line-up which cornes anywhere near the line-up we're presenting this year." As Burger pointed out, Sony moves into the year's crucial period in an extremely healthy state. It has clocked up five number one singles so far in 1998 and currently claims four of the 10 biggest singles of the year, including the biggest of them ail, Celine Dion's My Heart Will Go On. Its four other number ones, by Baddiel, Skinner & The Lightning Seeds, B*Witched, Jamiroquai and the Manies, were achieved over a period of just 14 weeks and, significantly, ail are domestic 

longer than 14 weeks," Burger n Brighton's Grand Hôtel. "It took 414 weeks from the Lightning Seeds' first version of Three Lions in May 1996 stretching back to Bros with I Owe You Nothing in 1988. It's an absolutely fantastic aohievement." Epie has produced four of Sony's five number one singles this year, giving it an unbeatable 8.6% market share in the sector for the first six months of 1998. Indeed, one of those four, Three Lions, achieved the rare feat of reaching number one on three 

Next 
at the top in June, while B*Wltched's Ces La Vie and the Manie Street Preachers' If You Tolerate This Your Children are the introductory singles to two of Epie' key albums for Christmas. "Dur priorities are extremely clear this autumn," says Epie managing director Rob Stringer, noting the focus will be on more established acts with development artists such as Metz, NT and Ist Avenue's Thunderbugs coming to the fore in the new 
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Paul Burger (above) at the conférence with The Montrose Avenue (top right) and Des'i 
the conférence, will be in the running for a Christmas number one, while the Manies are lookmg to spread their huge UK success further afield. Already the band, whose fronlman James Dean Bradfleld performed too songs acoustically on the conference's Saturday mght, are on course to score their biggest international hit to date with their recent UK number one m internationally with this ty." says Stringer. "They 

deserve to be big and the advantage with the Manies is we've got catalogue, so in years to corne we can have a greatest hits, rarities albums and so on." Elsewhere, the George Michael best of will arguably be the favourite to top the Christmas album chart this year. Long planned as part of his contractual seulement with Sony, it includes the uptempo new single Outside, which was played twice in succession at the 
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SONY MUSIC - AUTUMH PB UCT PREVIEW 
the centre of a three-pronged audio attack this autumn wlth her first Christmas album, French-language album S'il Suffisait D'Aimer 
promotion of Lel's Valk About Love. The Christmas album will mlx classics with new songs, while the French album's first single, Zora Sourit, is issued on September 21. DESTINÏ'S CHILD: Illusions - Columbln (Hoï 2). The US R&B quartet are returnlng to the UK for promotion to support this third single from their ourrent album With Me. VABIOUS: The Ail Time Grenlesl Rock Songs Vol 2 - Sony IV (Nov 2). The follow-up to last year's 240,000 seller includes tracks by The Doors, Led Zeppelin, REM and Alanis Morissette. GINUWINE; 100% Ginuwine - Epie (Nov 9). Two years after Ginuwine... The Bachelor cornes this follow-up, which includes Same 01' G, 

tour with Silver Sun, starting in October. HATIHEW HARSDEH: Sny Who - Golumbin (Gel 26). His second single, a cover of Hall & Oates' She's Gone featuring Destiny's Child, will be issued two weeks before the former soap 
ROY ORBISON; The Blg 0: The Singles Collection - Honumenl (Ocl 26). Ail of Orbison's Monument-period A and B sides are brought together on this 48-track double album, CELINE DION: These Are Spécial Times - Epie (Nov 2). The world's biggest-selling star will be at 

9). The Aussie band, whc more than 1m singles in the UK, release this fourth single from their self-titled album, which has now turned platinum. VABIOUS: Silence 2 - Sony Clossicol (Nov 9). Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata and Fauré's Pavane, used by BBC TV for its World Cup coverage, feature on this double classical compilation. Artists include Léonard Bernstein and Kiri Te Kanawa. GEORGE MICHAEl: Lndies S Genllemen The Besl 01 George Hlchnel - Epie (Nov 9). Miohael's first 

HARIAH CAREV: Ones - Columhio (NOV 16). Thirteen US number one singles later (a total beaten only by The Beatles and Elvis Presley), Columbia is releasing the first Mariah Carey rétrospective, which brings together 14 hits and up to four new tracks, These include Sweetheart, a new single with Jermaine Dupri released on September 13, and When You Believe, a duet with Whitney Houston that features in the DreamWorks animated film, The Prince Of Egypt. BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Trncks - Columbin (Nov 16). Sixty-five prevlously-unlssued tracks, many of which were said by The Boss to have 

( ncludmg Virgm-issued Older), n< such as Too Funky and 

Mariah Carey: first rétrospective 
Wonder's As with Mary J Blige. Support for this double album will include a 50-mlnute Parkinson spécial on BBC1 and a BBC Radio spécial produced by Trevor Oann. VARIOUS: Fonlnsllc 80s! 3 - Columbin (Nov 9). Hits by Whaml, Adam & The Ants and Culture Club are included on this third double album in the sériés. TONY BENNETT: The Essence 01 Tony Bennett - Columbin (Nov 16). Appearances on Noel's House Party, Des O'Connor and the National Lottery are among those being lined up to 

time they were recorded, will appear on this four-CD boxed set. VARIOUS: The AU Grenlesl Love Songs Vol III - Sony TV (NOV 16). Sony TV is hoplng this will be its best-selling love album so far. The 40-track double album will include acts as diverse as the Spice Girls, Bruce Springsteen and Barbra Streisand, VARIOUS: The AU Time Grenlesl Clnssicnl Album - Sony IV (Nov 30). Vanessa Mae, Placido Domingo and Nigel Kennedy feature on this double album which will be supported by both national TV and radio 
WILL SMITH: Mlnmi - Columbin (Nov). Smith will be maklng his first promotional trip to the UK around the release of this single, which is based on The Whispers' And The Beat Goes On. ALEXIA: feellngs - Dnnce Pool (Nov). Sony's dance division will be looking for a third top 20 hit for Aiexia with this track from her album The Party. 

in Christmas countdown 
quarter head and shoulders above the compétition, it still has a few trump cards left up its sieeve, Paul Williams reports 

ALBUMS CHART SCORES 

Epie 0 2 1 (1) 2 Columbia 0 2(5) 1(4) 5 Sony S2 0 0 1 0 Sony TV 0(2) 0(2) 0(3) 0 Classical 10 0 0 Figures cover 1998 releases' hlgnest chart positions in the 35 weeks to w/e 29/8/98 (compilation chart 

Epie 4.7%. 
hit so far), while ail but one of its top 10 singles have been by international acts. These include successes by Wyclef Jean, Will Smith and Destiny's Child. Columbia managing director Ged Doherty ;ess rate at :h towards is this is of A&R/general manager Dave Balfe were starting with a virtually non-existent UK rester when they years ago. 

to wait. 'This time last year ail the retailers were asking why record companies put out everything in September to December and saying they should hold something back. So this year we've decided to wait with Kula Shaker," says Doherty. Sony S2, which scored a number one album with Reef last year, achieved its first UK number one single in July with Jamiroquai's Godzilla contribution Deeper Underground. However, giving Muff Winwood and his team most international joy at présent is Des'ree, whose single Life, which closed her 

ar topped 

James Dean Bradfield: Manies are looking to spread thel 

rrd,' says Stringer. Epie also has two new Celine Dion albums - a French-language release and a Christmas collection - which means it has a chance of beating 1997's end-of-year albums showing when it had Dion. Whaml and the Lightning Seeds in the Top 10. 
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Columbia's biggest hi likely to be the first Mariah Carey hits 13 US number ones and a duet with Whitney Houston. Other big releases include Lauryn Hlll, Julio Iglesias and Bruce Springsteen, reflecting a year in which the company's successes have been dominated by overseas acts. Its biggest single of 1998 has been Australien duo Savage Garden's Truly Madly Deeply (the year's sixth biggest 

and confert 
through," he says 

bums by Matthew Marsden ce performers The Montrose : followed by new albums from Kula Shaker and Leftfield next year. Kula Shaker, whose Sound Of Drums has been Columbia's only UK-produced Top 10 single so far this year, have nearly finished their second album but the company has opted 

radio - she has : the Euro Hit 100 chart publish sister magazine fono for seven weeks - that she was presented with a spécial fono award at the conférence. That success is likely to continue with her next single, What's Your Sign?, which is released in the UK on October 19. Sony's dance division, under the stewardship of Lynn Cosgrove and comprising INCredible and Dance Pool, has got off to a strong first year with six Top 40 hits, while the group's compilations showing has been boosted by the arrivai of a new brand. Fantastio, which has helped to give it a showing in three of the elght biggest various artist albums of the year so far. Sony Classical has also had a phénoménal year, produemg its best figures to date on the back of James Horner's Titanic soundtrack. which has sold around 725,000 in the UK alone and also became the biggest-selling soundtrack Worldwide. Now, in a year in which Titanic broke ail box office records, Sony appears on course to close 1998 by sinking the opposition. 



REVIEWS FOR RECORDS PUT ON 28 SEPTEMBER 1998 

BDCIQDII 
of !he week 

WYCLEF JEAN: Cheated (To Ail The Girls)/ Whafs Clef (Columbia tbc). With Pras Michel and fiiends' take on Kenny Rogers/ Dolly Parton now one of the biggest hits of the year, fellow Fugee Wyclef Jean tur of MOR inspiration with a radical reworking of To AH The Guys l've Loved Before. Unrecognisable front Willie Nelson and Julio Iglesias' siraight-laced version of the song, this follow-up to the number three hit Gone 'Til November forms half of a double bid with What's Clef, which has Jean rapping around the hookline of What's Love Got To Do With It. Naomi Campbell guests on the second track of this single which shoulâ make a Kigh début, although it perhaps lacks such wide appeal as its predecessor. 
i L E r e v i e w s 

LIGHTHOUSE FAMILY: Question Of Faith (Wild 
2). This single, looking to 

U Family's fourth Top 10 hit ■ from Postcards From Heaven, perfectly illustrâtes just why they 
quality, with a melody that should ensure it strolls on to radio playlists. MISSJONES: 2 Way Street (Motown 8608572). This hip hop/R&B release by the former New York radio personality has a roiiing mid-tempo groove and a catchy riff. Her vocals are neatly complemented by a rap from flavour of the month Big Punisher. UNIVERSAL: Kill The Pain (London LCDJ 417). This is a crédible ballad from the pop trio using a downtempo backing and a catchy bassline. it certainly r 
N-":'."!'"! ASTRID: Hozanna (Nude NUD40CD). One of the standout tracks from the Boy For You album, Hozanna is a brisk tune which demonstrates both the singer's Neil Young-like songwriting abilities and the original vocal style which producer m Burns layers over the tinny guitar. " PLACEBO: You Don t Care About Us (Hut FLOORCD7). More  an Placebo's st single Pure Moming, lich peaked at number ur, You Don't Care About Us has the hallmark Molko vocals backed by a sub-New Order bassline. Radio is still favouring Pure Morning, but this should reach the Top 10. MONICA; The First Night (Arista 74321 619332). Monica spent 13 weeks at US number one with the Brandy duet The Boy 1s Mine and last week chailenged Aerosmith for the top spot with this reconstruction of Diana Ross's Love Hangover. Corning hot on the heels of her last single hitting number 
track is a strong follow-up. 

HlHUMreviewii 

to a rawer sound, matched by fluid rapping from Q-Tip and Phife. Guests include Busta Rhymes, Mos Def and Redman. Sadly. it's going to be their last recording together. nu.ri'i.'nU DEPECHE MODE: The Singles 86>98 (Mule CDMUTEL5). The second rétrospective in Depeche Mode's 17-year musical career concentrâtes on their darker. less poppy period. Their g sound has dated a little. I songwriting a likely Top 15 s _ When I Lose Myself will help album s  PJ HARVEY: Is This Desire? (Island CID 8076). Polly Harvey's fifth 
biggest hits and tr; rétrospective of his material, The Collection. He recently completed a set of acoustic dates, and is now in the middle of an electric tour. l'irTf--''-'! BRYAN ADAMS: On A Day Like Today (A&M/Mercury MERCD516). A slight sidestep in direction for the Vancouve 
got enough hooks and catchy choruses to guarantee airplay. His first single in more than a year, it marks a strong return. IJANET JACKSON; You (Virgin VSCDTI713). Jackson is in determined mood on this fifth single from The Velvet Rope. " 

s hard-edged groove and a vocal alternating between an intimate tone and an almost menacing delivery. ACE OF BASE: Cruel Summer (London ACECD567813-2). Following hot on the heals of Life Is A Rower, Ace Of Base try their hand at this Bananarama hit. The Cutfather & Joe edit is the most faithfui to the original, while the Big Bonus mix sees the Swedes return to the Eurocheese format. Where it charts will dépend on when programmers ditch Life Is A Hower. TINA ARENA; If I Was A River (Columbia 6665604). Arena goes for a dramatic ballad to follow her number 24 hit Whistle Down The Wind. Written by Diane Warren and produced by Walter Afanasieff, If I Was A River cornes with a stirring gospel-style chorus. Radio Two has A-listed it. BRANDY FEAT. MASE: Top Of The World (Atlantic AT0046CD). Everything's going right for Brandy these days. Her duet with Monica sold over half a million copies in the UK, and now she's gets to record with hip hop's hottest property, Mase. The track is another slick piece of Rodney Jerkins (Boy Is Mine) R&B. The best bits corne from Mase, but with support from MTV and The Box, a 

Smashing Pumpklns recycles their s town angst without sounding contnved. 187 LOCKDOWN: 187 Lockdown (East West Dance 398424460-1). South London duo Danny Harrison and Julian Jonah have had success in crossing over to the charts with their bass-heavy speed^garage — ' singles 

difficuit to pick any standout ti forthcoming single A Perfect Day Elise straps a beast of a bassline on to Harvey's wistful vocal with explosive results. The track is currently gracing Radio One's B-List. SUZANNE VEGA; Tried And True: The Best Of Suzanne Vega (A&M 5409452). While her earlier albums positioned her as a bedsitter singer-songwriter in the mould of James Taylor, Vega has since stretched out from her folkish foundations by adopting more rhythmic éléments. The quality of her 
e studio ail  n of real worth. l.ii-'ilil. 'U'l KENT: Isola (RCA 74321 560 712). The début English-language album from downeast Swedish rockers Kent combines a pop sensibillty with obviousiy alternative reference points. Ail sweeping guitar flourishes and despondency, Isola's radio-friendly take on Radiohead and The 

ft7'? 
eLL 

Kung Fu both went Top album largely st  formula of ragga-, western- or samples placed on top of Inf However, three vc- 
SINCLAR: Paradise (Yellow/East West 3984246862). Yellow label boss Chris Lefraint 

himself with his current club hit Gym Tonic. The formula is straightforward - plenty of disco loops, heavily filtered basslines and Philly- style strings - but effective nonetheless. STEPHEN SIMMONDS: Spirit Taies (Parlophone/Rhythm Sériés 4965772). This is an updated version of Simmonds' 1997 début released on Diesel in his native 

Releases previously reviewed in Music Week now set for release on September 21 include: LENNY KRAVITZ: I Belong To You (Virgin) (reviewed in August 22 issue) • OMD; The OMD Singles (Virgin) (August 22) 

Heur new releases SSSŒD Audio clips from the releases marked with this icon can be heard on dotmusic at: www.dotmusic.com/reviews 

Choice, Brandy wt 

ODHEICa 
of the week LAURYN HILL; The Miseducation Of Lauryn Hill (Columbia 4898434). A much-anticipated début, this album showeases Fugees member Hill's incredible versatility, switching between rap and soul styles and tempos over a heady brew of R&B, soul, hip ' hop and gospel influences. Collaborations with artists such as D'Angelo and Mary J Blige add further interest. Having just entered the US S/f/board album chart at number one with a I record number of sales for a female artist, Miseducation looks o become one of the big autumn album sellers, especially the exposure being created by the superb new single Doo- (That Thing), which is currently on Radio One's A-List. 
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feta Midem. 
Your première 
International Music Market. 
More business. 
More style. 
More value for money. 
Five days of deal-making, 
top-level conférences and 
chart-busting showcases. 
More talent, more key 
decision-makers. 
More music. 

U.K. Subsidy 
The D.T.I. offer support for 
U.K. Exhibiting companies 
at MIDEM if your stand is 
booked in time. 
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Want more? 
We've got it! Last Midem, 

participants, 
companies, 

countries, 
bands & Djs and 
artists joined forces 

to network, create buzz. 
Do business. 

Midem! Just go for it! 
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TALENT -EDITED BY SîEPHEN JONES 

For an act who this time last year were unsigned and whose solitary press cuttingwas a MWOne To Watch, it has been a whistle-stop 12 months for Gomez. It culminâtes this week at the Mercury Music Prize Awards. where their début album Bring It On has been nominated against the likes of Robbie Williams, Catatonia and Asian Dub Foundation. But the band's soaring profile - their album debuted at number 26 in April on the back of just one non-Top 40 single release and has so far sold more than 60.000 copies - 
festivals have not fazed them. When asked about the Mercury nomination they appear a trifle bemused, if grudgingly pieased. "We didn't anticipate it, and il won't change our music," says vocalist Tom Gray. "We know it's high profile but it doesn't mean that much to us on a day-to-day basis." ~ thought of winning is clearly something th ve tried ni 

there is added drive behind Gray and guitarist lan Bail in particular: "We do work fast - we don't fuck around," says Gray. Indeed the five-piece are so focused that in August they returned to Uverpool's Parr Street Studios to record more material - much of it written before Bring It On was even released - for a second album that is pencilled in for release next spring. Gomez manager Steve Fellows says, 'It's not so much a case of making a second album, as getting everything down while they're sparking, They've got huge amounts of material and want to make sure they capture the vibe while they can." Two weeks into their recording schedule, MWcaught up with Gomez In the studio to hear some finished tracks, which at that point had not even been heard by Flut managing director Dave Boyd. Having signed Gomez in a frantic A&R scramble (see MW, March 9), Boyd says he is amazed by the band's developing songwriting abilities. 'Bands like this corne aiong every 10 years," says Boyd. "l've now got eight tracks 
finished, but l'm thrilled with what l've got." Meanwhile, Boyd is happy to let them develop, safe in the knowledge that their Mercury nomination is well deserved. "To me the Mercury is about scratching under the surface and exposing an artist the public wouldn't ordinarily get to know about but should hear," he says. 'Gomez are that perfect act - différent yet contemporary enough to fit those criteria." Despite the bigger budget that success 

las brought, Gomez are again self-producing heir new material. "They're so compétent md have such natural flair that they are heir own quality control," says Boyd. "They nay be young but they know exactly what hey're doing." In the residential studio In the heart of Liverpool, Gomez pad around the building in their socks, joking with Ken Nelson, the in- house engineer with whom they have a close relationship (he worked with them there on Bring It On), and hustling up impromptu jams. Five tracks were already finished and by mid-August eight were completed. Suddenly one of the finished tracks. Rhythm And Blues Alibi, blasts out of the wall-sized speakers. Thei 

haunting Rosemary has a lazy, hazy feel. Both Bail and Gray say the new material ; a step forward for Gomez. "It's better nan our first album, far more intense," ays Bail. "We had more time to think On 

There's I "We've been thinking bigger. singing. better 
-our first album, they'irhave to change it when they hear the 

Following a sériés of successful European festivals and gigs this summer, Gomez are making their first stab at the US with Bring It On, which was released last Tuesday (September 8): their UK début 78 Stone Wobble will be released as a single and they play the US équivalent of In The City - CMJ in New York - in November. Boyd says it 
blues-influenced sound will be seen as "coals to Newcastle" but he adds, "I would consider them as 

m 

st Sixties- esque harmonies, while Bring It On, a track name-checking their first album, can only be described as an opus. Perfect vocal harmonies at the start of the song crash into a powerful chorus, with Ottewell, Gray and Ball's joint vocals again working together to great effect. Flangover is next - a collision of bongos, electric sitar and 

televised Mercury Prize performance on Wednesday bound to turn more record buyers on to Gomez, more tour dates planned for the autumn and the 
fans of Bring It On certainly have a lot to look forward to. Catherine Eade 
Artist: Gomez Label: Hut Project: new tracks Songwriters: Gomez Studio; Parr Street, Liverpool Producer: Gomez Publishing: Warner Chappell Released; 

Aucl 
VmosUmportant album yet, the king of US R&B is still tweaking his forthcoming double CD. Scheduled for Worldwide release on October 12, Kelly only last weekend finished an additional track, while his much anticipated duet with Celine Dion l'm Your Aneel, has now been reinstated, having previously been removed from the album's ! track listing. His first interview with Music Week was scheduled during a 4am studio break, such has been the hectio nature of his workioad - so hectic, in fact, that he fell asleep one minute into the phoner. For Jlve Records this is ail part and parcel of working with a man whom US label président Barry Weiss unashamedly refers to as an "old fashioned creative genius". With the album destined to be one of the biggest in Jive's history - potentially one of the biggest UK reieases of the year - the label has had little creative input and is happy to see Kelly chop and change as he sees fit. "With Robert you're dealing with such a ; pure artist. He's the author of his own destiny and completely his own man when it 

'If the material was ool as good 
as it is, then we mightbe 

concernetl. We're looking at R. 
as Roberl's Songs In The Key 

01 life'-Barry Weiss 
cornes to deciding about the LP. Our goal is not to dictate, it's to guide and channel that genius," Weiss says. What is in no doubt is that this album is a defining moment in Kelly's career. if for no 
Grammy-winning I Believe I Can Fiy, which topped the UK chart last summer, selling 650,000 copies. Worldwide the song sold 5.5m, including 2m units in the US alone, Recorded for the film Space Jam, I Believe I Can Fly was notable because stylistically it marked a move away from the heavy sexual content that had dominated Kelly's earlier work. By doing this, he opened himself up to 

success along the lines of a Stevie Wonder or Michael Jackson. Anyone doubt should turn straight to standout trac j Turn Back The Hands Of Time, a Sixties-sb crooner that would not be out of place on i Sam Cooke or Percy Sledge compilation. 

STEVEI 
LAMA ON A&R 

By the time you read this, In The City will be in full swing - back in its spiritual home of Manchester, If there's a year I would have liked to be at 1TC, it's this year. Sadly, however, l'm back in London, holding the fort. Well, someone has to pay the milkman and open the post. This is the first time that ITC has really been faced with a music industry that's plodding along, strangely uncertain of the future. Stop me if Tm stating the obvious, but won't this be the year when arguments over technology finally draw level with the number of arguments over who to sign next... But I have some great memories of ITC, dating back to the first one, which I was covering for Mark Goodier's Evening Session. These were the days when the main 
12 

fringe gigs were in the town hall and you could stiil get a seat in the Holiday Inn bar. Molly Halfhead were the talk of the time, and A&R folk bowled around Manchester, wrinkle-free, without a care in the world. I can't help but feel that there's going to be more of an air of tension round this year... Back in London, l've rediscovered the joys of gig crawling. Tuesday night started at the Highbury Garage for the always entertaining Pimblico, three girls and a boy from Slough who make jumpy pop tunes with good hooks. Opening the biil - and with a stand- in guitarist - they opted for the "fast" set, which missed out some of their more adventurous Raincoatsy tunes. But it was still a breezv rollercoaster of a gig. Later, it was away to 

Camden Palace to see Cay (at last). How many times have I missed this band? How many labels are on to them already? Is the answer into double figures? Cay are like the spikiest bits of the last Hole album, but with heavier, rockier, more searching overtones. They're one of those band's one can imagine crossing borders between the rock press and the weekly inkies with ease. The singer has an astonishing razored voice and cuts through the lunging guitar and embattled drums. She also has the reddest hair. i swear it was glowing at one point... We 
immediately tried to book them for a session, but Peel had got there first (you should see how quickly he can still move when he gets animated about something), See them at ITC... 
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TALENT 
Countering the mainstream tracks on R. i is a clutch of streetorientated material. For the flrst time in his career Kelly has worked with co-producers. The Trackmasterz, who are responsible for some of the more party- flavoured tracks, featuring guest appearances from rappers such as Foxy Brown, Noreaga and Keith Murray. It seems likely that the second single from R. will be Home Alone, featuring label-mate Keith Murray. The promotlonal campaign for R, will kick off by targeting Kelly's traditional Street audience. "The campaign will start with tease-and-reveal posters in London and Birmingham, the biggest markets, followed by ads in the pop and R&B press," says Tina Wisby, Jive UK senior label manager.   be an R Kelly TV ad 

looking at it as Robert's Songs In The Key Of Life or Joshua Tree," he says. of singles foilowing Half Epie will release 

u® 

the pop audience. "I just write what I fe 
Weiss concurs, noting that Kelly is m that orchestrated, although he says tha believes it is well within Kelly's reach tt cover ail bases. "The thing about Robei that he's three artists rolled into one. 'i see that when he performs live. One m you feel you're in a bordello, the next yi in Las Vegas, and then it's like you're ii 

surprisingly, there 
The Hands Of Time 

just completed, Kelly's creative juices show no sign of drying up, 'That's why the album - -  '%»a took so long. I was like, T'm not done. I still from 18-year-old singer Sparkle, whose song feel things in me that I need to get out.' l'm Be Careful (on which Kelly duets) was a Top always competing against myself trying t 10 UK hit and one of the biggest radio 

be a single 

ïa that I c te year in at what I did yesterday with what I did today," t 
ne," Kelly se opportunity to With it's olo tasmoneo eau ano response verses about a troubled relationship, Be Careful has brought a new sophistication to modem R&B, and its street-ballad style is the musical template for Kelly's latest single, Half On A Baby, released today (September 14). Indeed, the subject of relationships looms large throughout R.: "It's about women, fussing and fighting and making up," Kelly says.  

of failing in his endeavour. Tony Fa 
Act: R Kelly Label: Jive Records Project; album/single J Songwriter: R Kelly Publisher: ■ Zomba Music Publishers V Producers: R Ê Kelly/Trackmasterz Studio; I Chicago Trax, Chicago Released: ■ September 14/October 12 

Chrysalis Sweden publisherl Pele Liddel and eventually 1 
got around to seeing them live when he journeyed out 

Having impressed 
uncomplicated US-style ali during a low-key Reading Festival appearance, the band play London's Aquarium this Wednesday (September 16) and at Camdenmonium on October 22. The first two releases. produced by fellow Swede Frederick Larnemo, will be through the label operated by the band's management. Chapter 22, beginning with ; l'd Rather Be A Doll. on October 19, distributed through Pinnacle. 
OCEANHEAB There has been much A&R interest in Oceanhead, not least because of their connections with Epie signing Metz. The four-piece came together five months ago around the unusual music of producer/ engineer Jon Etkin-Bell and the poetic vocals/lyrics of Dean Cumberbatch. Etkin-Bell produced the original version of Merz's Many Weathers Apart, and in return Conrad Merz wrote the lyrics on Oceanhead track Let's Go Out. Both acts are managed by former Garbage manager 

At their first glg at Camden's Monarch l in July, their ambient mix of hip-hop, jazz, j techno and blues sparked much interest and the band return to play their second Monarch gig this Thursday (September 17). 

i I S S 
W! the ultimate rook'n'roll spectacle. Now, 75m Worldwide record sales later, the original four are back together in mâke-up and costume. Moreover they are back on course to fulfil their ambition with a new album, Psycho Circus, and 

Fans old and new will get their first sighting of the "greatest show on earth" at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles on OctobgkBl. Providing suppoTTTCftiiis Halloween event are Siflashing Pumpkins plus the Psycho Circus itself- a full-scale carnival that Kiss manager Doc McGhee has long wanted to bring into the rock'n'roll 
"Without doubt, this is the biggest thing l've ever been involved with," says McGhee, whose previous managerial crédite D- Jovi and Motley Crue. "I feel — . ■ one of which could kill mel" es, Kiss 

m juggllng 60 chainsaws... 

building an i Kiss Army) c. sponsorship and merchandising. And now the band have jumped, stackheels firet, into the world of 3-D. "Never again will there be a bad seat in the stadium," says bassist/vocalist Simmons, fresh from appearing in the video for Cheated (To Ail The Girls), the fortheoming UK single (released on September 28) from Fugee Wyclef Jean. ■We have caméras that will project live 3 D images of ourselves 
actuaily be 4-0 - 3-0 wi 
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The Psycho Circus world tour is expected UK dates planned for spring 1999. Early indications are thaï 
1996/97, which saw the original line-up playing 193 shows people, climaxing at London's Finsbury Park in July last year "We were able to exorcise a lot of old démons on that toi Simmons "which helped us when it came to the new album. What they had in their sights was a Nineties version of Ezrin-produced Destroyer (1976), something of a concept re. featuring the live staples Détroit Rock City and Beth. Ezrin w choice producer for Psycho Circus, but due to other was unable to proceed beyond pre-produotion. Ultimately, recording of the band's 27th album was completed with Bruce Fairbaim. The UK press and marketing campaigns for Psycho Circus are designed to build the album over a period of time, consolidating the hardeore fanbase in the short-term and then working to a wider brief once shows here are confirmed. "We plan to hold back on Ile until the band are in the UK to play and we can it some TV exposure," says Mercury product manager Paul Reidy. For Mercury, the challenge will be to open doors for via talking points like the Wayne Isham- cted 3D clip, while at the same time emphasising the pedigree of a band who are poised to top The Beatles record for the greatest number of gold albums released in America. Dante Bonutto 

Act: Kiss Label: Mercury Project: Album Songwriters: Simmons/Stanley/Cuorno/ Knight/Frehley/Cochran/Ezrin/Kulick Publisher; PolyGram Music/various Producer: Bruce Fairbairn Studio: One To One/A&M Studios, LIS Release date: September 21 

Robbie Williams - l've Been Expeciing You (Chrysalis) Vindication of his new found status. A surefire number one (album, October 26) Placebo - Without You l'm Nothing (Hut) Difficult but rewarding (album, October 51 Biliie - Girlfriend (Innocent) A hit présent for her 16th birthday - and spot the A&R man in the video (single, tbc) Fatboy Slim - sampler (Skint) One hardeore US rap fan bizarrely deemed the lyrics to track six highly offensive (album. October 19) Various - Against The Grain (XL) From Stroke to solo material from The Prodigy's Maxim, an enthralling sampler (Promo only) , Nine Yards - Loneliness Is Gone (Virgin) 
formerly known as Define (single, tbc) Kent - If You Were Here (RCA/Victor) The most powerfully addictive rock record around (single, September 14) Cliff Richard - Real As I Want To Be (EMI) Sir Cliff goes on an R&B tip for this year's Christmas assault (sampler, tbc) Republica - Speed Ballads (Deconstruciion) Exhilarating, if sometimes corny, power pop record (album, October 5) Rod Stewart - Superstar (WEA) If not a Christmas number one, to be played at weddings forever more (December '98) Buffalo Tom - Smitten (Beggars Banquet) Welcome return showeasing Bill Janowitz's powerful songwrlting (album, September 28) 
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SINGLE FACTFiLE 
CHART Ifs seventh time lucky for Robbie Williams, before clawing his way back to number five who finalW regTsters his first solo number with Angels and three with Let Me 

COMMENTARY 
one hit in some style.-debu'tiiig m pôle Entertaln You. position with Millennium, which sold more seven of Take That s eight numbe, ones, than 140,000 copies last week, over twice and is the second ^^mbe^ofthe as manyasany other single. group to return tothB ^ Love Robbie peaked at number two with Barlow topped the chart with Forever Love Freedom and Old Before 1 Die, his first two and Love Won t Walt. solo singles after leaving Take That, and Millennium is the first slngie from subsequently peaked at eight with Lazy Robbie's upcoming album 1 ve Been 

by ALAN JONES Days and 14 with South Of The Border Expectmg You. 
Iadies First; Having delayed his single' reiease long enough to allow fiancée Nicole Appleton's group AirSâTrilsTo take pôle position with Sootie Call, Robbl Williams unceremoniously dethrones the girls this week. In a head-to-head Robbie would have been an easy winner, with Millennium selling 20% more in il than Bootie Call did. The Ail Saints single confirms its weakness by slumping 1-7, tl biggest drop from the summlt since May I year, when Michael Jackson's Blood On The Dancefloor skidded 1-8. Debuting at number two with almost exactly half the sales of Millennium, Dutch group T-Spoon's novelty hit Sex On The Beach - a continental smash which has gained most of its UK exposure from The Box - gives Germany's Edel group of  ite, toppmg the 

MARKET REPORT AT A 6LANCE WEEKLY MARKET SHARES TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 
Boys' hit You Gotta Fight For Your Right To Party, but début 54 places lower with their new single Can You Feel It (Rock Da House No Matter What by Boyzone is number three for the week and number three f year. Having sold more than 8T6j000 copies, it is now their bigftest-selling single. Until Monday, their Father And S 

the 

828,000 s er by an Irish ac es. On Tuesday it was ' B'WÏÏched's c'Est La Vi 
o, Ces' ïrt the 

ig more than 7,000 833,000 copies, including m' last week; Setting up their upcoming compilation The Singles 1985-98, on which it is featured, Depeche Mode début at number 17 with Only When I Lose Myself. Ifs the group's ■33rd Ton 40 hit, a total beaten by only four other groups - Status Quo, Queen, The Rolling Stones and UB40. 
THE YEAR SU FAR... 

TOP 20 SINGLES 

fît? 
m 

SEE YOU DYING 
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OFFICIAI p- '-fi UK SINGLES CHART 

TOP 75 

§ Artisl (Producer) Publisher (Writer) 
OQ mrn AGE OF LOVE ReactCDREACT135/-(V) J Q luaii AgB of Love (Samya) Alpina/Âirs/Grin (Sanchionj/Cherchia) •/12REACT135 gg 23 3 MORNING AFTERGLOW ^ MCA MCSTD 40184/MCSC 40184IBMG) 
40 27 3 DROWNED WORLD (SUBSTITUTE FOR LOVE) M^wwmkcdwoibciv/I 

THE AIR THAÏ i BREATHE 
FIIMALLY FOUND O JUST THE TWO OF US 

LIFE IS A FLOWER O 

BOOTIE CALL REASON FOR L1VING Roddy Framo (frame/Dawsonl Coi EVERYBODY G ET UP flC 3, 7 LOST IN SPACE " " Aoollo Four Fortv (Aoollo MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER WITH YOU DEEPER UNDERGROUND Jamîroquai IKayl EMI IKav/Smilhl AO 12SAVETONIGHTO O "O Eaale-Eve CherrvIKviman/Ch TO THE IvlOON AND BACKO Savage Gardan IFisher) EMI IHayes/Jonesl NEVER GONNA CHANGE MY MIND CurmaHn Label cubcwcubz 34 IRMG/B 49 Mï HORSE & CARRIAGE 
rasraTHEINCIDENTALS lUlM Alkha'c atlir IPbtll Pnluflram I DON T WANT TO MISS A THING 

IMMORTALITY O 

C'MON CINCINNATI ONLY WHEN I LOSE MYSELF 
GODISADJ 
WHAT CAN I DO (REMIX) O 1:7 63 8 MY0HMY J» Aqua IJohnny JanVDelgai CO 42 3 EYES DON T LIE V O Trurp (RnrHnnl Winrkwpr SPECIAL KIND OF SOMETHING 

BEING A GIRLIPART ONE) EP ARE YOU THAT S0MEB0DY? AdanticATTOÏCD/AT0047C/-/AT00471 m Aaliyah ITimbalandl Virginia Beach/WC/Herbalicious/Black/EMI IMosley/Garreltl  REAL GOOD TIME 

63 CELEBR1TY SKIN Hole (Beinhorn) Mother May l/Poly6ra HORNY THE BOY 1S MINE» 
LONG LIVE THE UK MUSIC SCENE che/CoamonCHEazco/- GHETTO SUPASTAR THAT IS WHAT YOU ARE * 
REAL GOOD VIVA FOREVER * 
PURE MORNING 

YOU'RE THE ONE THAT I WANT John Travoha & Olivia NeMon-John (Farrarl Famous/BMG (F; HOW DO I LIVE 
REASONS Kleshay (Gordon ROCK WITH YOU COMEWITHME 72» 
FREAK ME 

C'EST LA VIE ★ 

187 LOCKDOWN. 
THE DON 
■«•k RELEASE DATE 21.09.98. INCLUDES MIXES BY SHARP, ^2/ UNDER GROUND SOLUTION & TIM GANT. EW180CD/C/T 

Chris Isaak 
PLEASE 
THE NEW SINGLE OUT NEXT WEEK PLACE YOUR ORDER 
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AIRPLAY IsiUMH: 19 SEPTEMBER 1998 

CHART 
COMMENTARY 

by ALAN JONES ~ 

• The highest new entry this week Is Corne Back Darling, the flrst single from UB40's upcoming Labour Of Love lil album. Debuting at number 30, it is heavlly dépendent on Radio Two, 19 plays from the station accounting for 65% of its audience. • The Lighthouse Family return to contention this week wlth Question Of Faith, whlch débuts at 

AIRPLAY FACTSHEEÎ 
number 35, its arr 
Space, whlch had rode the charts for 15 weeks. The group has been In the chart every week this year. • While 1,743 plays earn Robble Williams second place on the chart wlth Millennium, Angeis continues to be one of ISSS's most durable hits, and was played 

MARKET REPORT AT A GLANCE WEEKLY MARKET SHARES 
TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE CROUPS 

Afurther increase of 7% in support for The Corrs' What Can I Do boosts its audience to more than 77m, enough for it to register a third week at number one with a 16% advantage over its nearest challenger - Robble Williams' Millennium. Though ts 4-2, the gap be 

proving se js that it ;lease date for the fol 

as barely changed ut Jennifer Paige's Crush, which improves -3, is closing on both rapidly, and added 

) l've Got This Feeling several times. It as always a much bigger single at retail an on the airwaves. however, reaching imber four on the CIN chart but only imber 14 on the airplay chart. Despite iti 
réticent about adding The Mavencks. With Dance The Night Away finally extinguished, l've Got This Feeling is being heavily promoted and climbs 68-41 this week - but that's primarily because of heavyweight 

support from Radio Two, where it was played 20 times last week, to share secoi place in the station's most-played list witt The Incidentals by Alisha's Attie and I Do Want To Miss A Thing by Aerosmith, ail of which were played once less than Tin Tin Out's Sometimes. Radio Two delivered 97 of the record's audience, and it looks hke will have to perform sales heroics similar Dance The Night Away if it is to win over tl majority of programmera. The Wildstar label maintains its enviablf record of landing every one of its releases 

the Top 40 ILR chart prior ' upcoming Conner Reeves single irehing For A Soul moving 57-38 to join ates Lutricia McNeal (Some 1 """" Honey) and Aida (Real Good Tin . rt, AH three are heavily supported by the co-owners Capital Radio, which spun 
the 

la 29 tin 3s 45 tir 53 times last week, the latter tally proving enough for McNeal to wrest the most-played title from the hands of Jennifer Paige. No other station matched Capitai's support for 

VIRGIN 
IF YOU TOlERATï THIS YOUR CHILOREN WIU BE NEXT m* c j 

=3 TO THE MOON AND BACK Savage Garder 
5 SAVE TONIGHT Eagle-Eye Cherry (Poïydo;! =6 MY FAVORITE M1STAKE Sheryl Crow ia&m =6 THE AIR THAT I BREATHE siipîy Red (E85 8 PERFECT10 The Beatmftil South (Go!Dises/Mer. 

SGOTLAND 
HERE'S WHERE THE STORY ENDS Tm 

IMUMMEH 
1 SOMETIMES Tm Tin Oui With Shelîey Nelson 0 =2 l-VE GOT THIS FEELING The Mavencks (M =2 THE INCIDENTALS Absha-s Attic (Mercury) =2 I DONT WANT TO MISS A THING ac. =5 IF I WAS A RIVER T.n. Arena IColumbia) =5 COME BACK DARLING UB40IOEP internat 

i ALRIGHT WITH ME sho 

RADIO ONE mmm 

BOOTIE CALL Ali Saints (Londonl MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER WITH YOU StartetMrginl IF YOU TOLERATE THIS YOUR CHILOREN WILL BE NEXT Ma, GODISADJ Failhless (Cheeky) JESUS SAYS Ash tlnfecliousl GENERATION SEX The Dima Comed* (Seumal CRUSH Jennifer Paige (Edel) EVERYBODY GETUPslRCAl TO THE MOON AND BACK Savage Sarden ICoInmbia) FROM RUSH HOUR WITH LOVE Rapnblica IDaconatructionl EVERYTHING'S GONNA BE ALRIGHT SweeibnxIRCAl CELEBRITY SKIN Hoie (Gefianl DOO-WOP (THAT THING) LnnmiH»(Rnflhnuse/Columbial REAL GOOD TIME Aida IWildsiar) PERFECT 10 The Beamiful Somh (GolOises/Mercuiy) WHAT CAN I 00 The Carra lldSAava/Atlanfic) I WANT YOU BACK Cleopalra IWEAI MYSTERIOUS TIMES Sasl.1 FeatT.na Cousins IMelnpl»! BEACHB ALL Nalin a Kane (ffrr/London) MY FAVORITE MISTAKE Sheryl CrowfMMi FINALLY FOUND HonayrhstAyenee/Mercriryl THE INCIDENTALS Alisha's Atlic IMarpuryl GHETTO SUPASTAHITHAT IS WHAT YOU ARE) PrastaOf Oirt, Basurd ROLLERCOASTER B-vrrlchedlEpicI I EVERY SINGLE DAY Dpdgy (A&M/Mercuiy) i I WANT YOU BACK Mal B fear Missy -M.sdom.anot- Blinn IV. I LAST STOP: THIS TO WN Eeis (OroamwoAsI 1 TOP OF THE WORLD Brandy FeaL Mase lAliantipI ONE FOR SORROW Stops (Jivel 

WHAT CAN I 00 The Corrs (lÉjli NO MATTER WHAT Soyionc (Rk CRUSH Jennifer Paige (Edel) MILLENNIUM Rnbbie Williams (Chi TO THE MOON AND BACK Sa» 1F YOU TOLERATE THIS YOUR CHILOREN WILL BE NEXT Manie s«ee: SAVE TONIGHT Eagle-Eye Cherry (Polydnrl EVERYTHING'S GONNA BE ALRIGHT SweeUroxIRCA) VIVA FOREVER Spice Girls (Virginl FINALLY FOUND HoneyrIlstAyenue/Morcuryl MYSTERIOUS TIMES Sashl FaaL Tina Cousins (Muhiplyl BOOTIE CALL Ail SainisILandonl MY FAVORITE MISTAKE Sheryl Crow IA&MI LOOKING FOR LOVE Karen Ramirer IManilasto/Mercuryl LIFE Des'ree (Ousted Snond/Sony S2| GHETTO SUPASTAR (THAT IS WHAT YOU ARE) Pras Faat or Din, Basui LIFE IS A FLOWER Ace Of Base (Mega/Lnndonl THE BOY IS MINE Brandy &Monip.(Aa,nW THE AIR THAT I BREATHE Simpi,Rad(EastWos.l THE INCIDENTALS AlishasAîtip IMnrcnryl SOMEONE LOVES YOU HONEY tmricia McNeal (Wildsfarl LOST IN SPACE Ugh.housa Family (Wlld Card/p I d SOMETIMES TinTm On,Wdh Shallny Ne,son |VC Racnrdin.s, MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER WITH YOU SfardusUV,™ „ ONE FOR SORROW s.apsUiv.i EVERYBODY GETUPsiflCAl REAL GOOD TIME Aida Wildsiarl JP=E™0FUS-II«« 
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1 11 Il IÎ 
* music control 

Label r ■ Plays Total f udience 
7 ,9 WHAT CAN 1 DO The Corrs 143/Lava/Atlantic 2107 +12 77.58 

2 < 3 MILLENNIUM Robbie Williams Chrysalis J743 66.64 +10 A 3 6 13 6 5 CRUSH Jennifer Paige Edel 1684   +27 63.06 TÔT 4 2 J IF YOU TGIERATE THIS YOUR CHILOREN WIIL BENEXT Manie Street Preachers Epie 1596 "  A_ 61.92  -3_ 5 5 7 9 10 TO THE MOON AND BACK Savage Garden Columbia 1657 -10 51,84 ■8 
A 6 23 31 5 BOOTIE CALL Ali Saints london 1355 +30 47.82 +68 A 7 18 24 5 13 THE INCIDENTALS Alisha's Attic Mercury 886 +43 46.72 +34 8 8 21 FINALLY FOUND Honeyz Ist Avenue/Mercury 1256 i +13 46.05  ±_ 9 7 5 15 48 SAVE TONIGHT Eagle-Eye Cherry Polydor 1506   42.91 -20 10 3 2 12 3 NO MATTER WHAT Boyzone Really Useful/Polydor 1725 -10 42,75 -48 11 9 9 8 15 EVERYTHING'S GONNA BE ALRIGHT Sweetbox RCA 1412   41.70 -12 12 16 18 4 • 21 MY FAVORITE MISTAKE Sheryl Crow A&M 1226 +13 40.73  +9_ A 13 14 16 6 31 SOMETIMES Tin Tin Out With Shelley Nelson VC Recordings 816'  -2_ 40.69 +4 14 n; 12 7 9 MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER W1TH YOU Stardust Virgin 933  -j>_ 37.22 -10 - 15 17 19 4 0 SOMEONE LOVES YOU HONEY Lutricia McNeal Wildstar 875 +18 37.08  +2_ 16 19 17 17 0 LOOKING FOR LOVE Karen Ramirez Manifesto/Mercury 1110  +6_ 36.68 +8 17 io n 14 27 GHETTO SUPASTAR (THATIS WHAT YOU ARE| Pras Feat. 01' Dirty Bastard & Mya Interscope 1152 I  34.65 -22 18 12 M 7 20 MYSTERIOUS TIMES Sash! Feat. Tna Cousins Multiply 1285  ■}_ 33.20 -19 A 19 26 35 3 8 EVERYBODY GETUP 5 RCA 718 +41 32.65 +34 
A 20 25 32 3 0 PERFECT10 The Beautiful South GolDiscs/Mercury 654 +62 30.29 +13 

21 13 6 Il 23 VIVA FOREVER Spice Girls Virgin 1286   30,03 -31 
22 15 8 13 43 LIFE IS A FLOWER Ace Of Base Mega/London 952 -15 28.67 ■32 
23 21 20 16 26 THE BOY IS MINE Brandy &Monica Atlantic 990 -H 28.08 -11 24 20 io 9 41 THE AIR THAT 1 BREATHE Simply Red East West 886   26.99 -25 
25 22 15 5 23 REAL GOOD TIME Aida Wildstar 650  ±_ 26.86 •12 26 30 63 2 14 1 DON T WANT TO MISS A THING Aerosmith Columbia 544 +60 24.82 +25 

A 27 28 39 4 18 GODISADJ Faithless Cheeky 275  +!_ 23,87 +1 A 28 35 59 2 0 ADIA Sarah McLachlan Arista 374  +3^ 22.12 +28 
A 29 45 7. 2 0 FROM RUSH HOUR WITH LOVE Republica Deconstruction 290 +7 21.74 +56 
A 30 52 266 1 0 COME BACK DARLING UB40 DEP International 258 +80 21.13 +61 

31 27 26 18 63 LIFE Oes'ree Dusled Sound/Sony S2 1021  -9_ 20.24 -18 
A 32 55 72 1 0 GENERATION SEX The Divine Comedy Setanta 244 +66 20.00 +61 

33 29 47 3 6 ONE FOR SORROW Steps Jive 742  +3_ 19.92 •8 
34 24 22 10 42 JUSTTHETWO OF US Will Smith Columbia 695 -31 19.67 __-.4JL 

A 35 210 675  B1GGEST INCREASE IN AUDIENCE  QUESTION OF FA1TH Lighthouse Faraily Wild Card/Polydor 180 +216 18.84 +548 A 36 64 no I 0 JESUS SAYS Ash Infectlous 115 +19 18.51 +83 
A 37 43 48 3 25 CELEBRITY SKIN Hole Geffen 172 +51 18.39 +25 
A 38 '00 114 1 0 ALRIGHT WITH ME Shernette May Virgin 100_ -18 17.27 +173 
/ 39 « 372 2 0 ONE, TWO, THREE Dira Carroll Ist Avenue/Mercury 119 +89 17.24 +24 
A 40 66 281 1 0 THE FUTURE OF THE FUTURE ISTAY GOLD| Deep Oish With Everything But The Girl Deconstruction 372 +79 17.10 +71 
A 41 63 57. 2 0 EVE GOTTHIS PEELING The Mavericks MCA 104   16.33 +64 3 0 THEWAY Fastball Hollywood/Polydor 497 "  +8_ 16.26 +15 
A 43 42 75 2 0 ON A OAY LIKE TODAY Bryan Adams A&M/Mercury 257 +132 16.07 +8 
A 44 53 58 I 0 SEARCHING FOR A SOUL Conner Reeves Wildstar 423 +47 15.69 +42 

45 34 27 18 64 HORNY Mousse TVs Hot'n'Juicy AM:PM/A&M 540 -19 15.56 ■16 
47 0 TORN Natalie Imbruglia RCA 435 -17 14.75 -26 ' 

47 31 25 5 36 1 WANT YOU BACK Cleopatra WEA 494 -18 14-55 ■36 
48 49 77 2 0 IF 1 WAS A RIVER Tna Arena Columbia 45 -2 14.31  +7_ 

A 49 60 206 1 o EVERY SINGLE OAY Dodgy A&M/Mercury 175 "+68 13.99 +61 
A 50 72 68 1 0 RELAX Deetah ffrr/London 391 +33 13.91 +51 

— A Audlmco IncnA» A Audii -rre 
TOP 10 GROWERS 

utiful South (GolDiscs/Mercurv) 5 WHAT CANI DO The Corrs |H3/Lava/Atlanticl 6 EVERYB0DYGETUP5(RCA| 7 I DONT WANT TO MISS A THING Aerosmith IColumbial 8 ROLLERCOASTER B'witched |Epic| 9 CRUEL SUMMER Ace Ot Base (Mega/Londonl 10 IRE RTRIRE OF THE RIRIBEISTAÏ GOIII Oetp » W» Ef* Butlt» Gid (Deconstfuctionl 
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ROLLERCOASTER B'witched lEpicI TESTIFY M People IM People/BMGI THE INCIDENTALS Alisha's Attic IMercuty) PERFECT10 The Beautiful South IGolOiscs/MercurvI ON A OAY LIKE TODAY Bryan Adams (A&M/Mercuryl I DONT WANT TO MISS A THING Aerosmith IColumbial CRUEL SUMMER Ace Of Base IMegaELondonl THE FUTORE OF THE FUTURE ISTAY GDLD1 Deep Oish Witii toyDiias Bat The Gid IBicor COME BACK DARLING UB40IOEP Intemationall use Family IWild Card/Polydor) 
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narcotic signs 
worldwide deal 

with strictly 
Roger Sanchez has signed a worldwide production and distribution deal with Strictly Rhylhm for his Narcotic Records label. Narcotic will now join other key New York boutique labels run through Strictly Rhythm including Johnny D's Henry Street, Erick Morillo's Subliminal, Tony Humphries' Yellow Orange, Real Time and Groovelicious. Sanchez has a longstanding relationship with Strictly Rhythm, having enjoyed his first success as a recording artist and producer with Underground Solution's 'Luv Dancin' which was released on the label in 1991, Strictly Rhythm managing director Mark Finkelstein says he's glad to welcome Sanchez back to the fold, "Roger and I have corne a long way from when we discovered him selling mix tapes in front of the Unique clothing shop on Broadway, from launching him as a world-renowned producer to running Narcotic Records. I love Roger Sanchez," he 

The label was originally launched in 1994 in theUK by Sanchez's then manager 

via RTM and enjoyed a club hit with Kathy Sledge's 'Another Star' and moved to the US after Andrup's death. 
ne States independently ir since then, but given Sanchez's relationship with Strictly Rhythm and ils dominance of the US market a partnership seemed a natural move, "Strictly Rhythm 

ail about," says Sanchez. "The deal will allow us to get records to people we couldn't reach before. It offers Narcotic the opportunily to create an even stronger place for itself in the US dance community and that is very important to us." Forthcoming releases will include 'I Want Your Love' by Roger Sanchez présents Twighlight - a remake of Chic'sdisco classic-plus Junior Sanchez's 'Da Shape Of Da Eighties'. Narcotic's co-director Karen Langjahr hopes the label will now finally be able fully capitalise on Sanchez's worldwide réputation. "Now we have contrai over manufacturing this gives us 
had as a t"6 
People are going to s outstanding things from the label beyond anything we've done before," she says. 

inside: 
- [2] SEVEN DAYS IN DANCE: SPOONY reveals what caught his attention this week 

[3] RADIO: the Top 40 Dance Airplay countdown; PETE TONG's playlisl 
[4-7] HOT VINYL: ail the tunes ol the week, the la: reviews and DJ Tips 

SllCS 

Last Saturday saw a crowd of 2,000 people pack Info the Shepherd's Bush Empire for the UK finals of the DMC Technics Mixing Championship. The winner was 24-year-old Prime Cuts (pictured lelt), who finally won the compétition having chased the title for the past five years. Prime Cuts is one of the Scratch Perverts mix team which also (eatured this year's favourite Tony Vegas, who won the London heat but ended up taking third place. Meanwhile, the second spot was Iaken by DJ Excel, who was the defending UK champion and lost out by one point having made a minor error in his routine. The mixing championship seems to be experiencing a renaissance at tbe moment having sullered a slump in interest since ils height in the Eighties. Event organiser Nick D'Arby from DMC says, "I don't know wby ils 

dilferent people there this year. It v w go on to the Technics World DJ lace the likes of DJ Craze from the U 

X h- o j£ £2 g 1 oc c =3 O >• LU 
< 

o 
2 oc 

o 
H a! 

m 
S o 

o QQ LU fS 1 
s 
i > 

X 
g 

<N M 'Çf IT) (O 00 O) CM £1 CM CM CM CM «M CM 
HE 2 OJ Sj S EU 

1 

I 

I s . 0- 
H 

T 
TTHEW RHJS«a> UtRN r STRET 



llVGS fO^ ërôwingoulof 
dream u newspaper, Dream magazine ran as a standalone magazine from August 1995 to March 1998 when the liquidation of ils publisher caused the magazine's closure, Dream UK originally focused on the hardcore and rave scene, managing sales ot around 20,000 for its last issue hefore closure. Although the relaunched magazine will still cover the hardcore scene it will now be broadening its scope. Nick Bradley, Dream UK's editor says, "Editorially we want to make it similar to Muzik in the sense that it's universal. We also want to concentrate more on music although we do still bave a club section, l'd like it to become a real trainspotter magazine." DJ Rap (pictured) is to be the cover star for the 100- page relaunch issue with features on the Freestylers at Notting Hill Carnival, José Padilla, 20 pages of reviews and 28 pages ot club reviews/listings. It will be distributed by MMC who were distributing Dream UK betore its ' rsure. Bradley is aiming for sales of around 25,000. Even in a market as congested as dance magazines, Bradley believes it's possible for smaller magazines to survive and secure a readership. "We know 

[7 DAYS IN DANCÊ] 

fspoony 
"Tuesday: knackered after bank holiday. Met MICKEE and TIMMI from the DREEM TEEM to discuss fbrthcommg events.Then wen"0

p„® studio to work on an album track and finish a remix o : ^ ■. j  

SUTHEr:.- and . . so i nearly missed the flight. Thursday. I wish I could have rested but my mobile was going mad (and as it's abroad I was Pay|ng)- IVIlCHAEt and RUDE BOY RUPERT from the ZOO crew rang to sort out bookings and flights for IBlZft. Also. spoke to Steve Sutherland to discuss Twice As Nice's second anniversan/ on September 20. Friday: tried to Chili on the beach but the Pn
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n9^ at TOUCH wanting to know where my column is. Play at Pure Silk. What a mght f smashed it up. Saturday: did myTouch column (thank God for f SiONS), Bumped mto P.fir HURLEY and girlfriend Jo at beach. Flew home at night. Sunday: went straighl to judge compétition at Earls Court Plaza for CHARLES at DJ. Then straight to KISS for our show. Hooked up with KELLY NOLAN and SARAH, the Dreem Teem PA. Went to NANDO S and got chicken and rice. A couple of hours' sleep and straight to Twice As Nice, Good to see the crew again. Monday: spent day at office returning a million messages. Then we playedat ^ THE END for the launch of a new computer game and bumped into TONY from'? LIBEH! . 
'Streetwise' is the name of a triple CD which is being released to raise money for the House Our Youth 2000 campaign. Among those who have given tracks and i' remixes for the album are Fatboy Slim, Coldcut, Sasha ^ & BT, Howie B, Texas, Saint ■J Etienne, Boy George & Mica Paris, Asian Dub Foundation, Moby and the Fun Lovin' Criminals. The House Our Youth Campaign was launched in February by the prime minister, Tony Blair, and has already seen The Verve donate money from a concert at The Forum Kentish Town. At least £4.15 will be donated to the charity from each CD sold. "The reason l gotbehind this project is because I stronglyfeel that ail human beings should be entilled ta a roof over their head and (ood to eat," says Boy George (pictured). "It makes me sick to see kids sitting in doorways and I resenl the comment often made that Ihey are lazy spongers - hence the lyrics in my song." 'Streetwise' will be released by Zone 6/K-Tel on October 26, with an album launch party scheduled for that evening at the Ministry Of Sound. 
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msMa a year ago, the label's already clocked up three national Top 30 hits with Ruff Driverz' 'Don't Stop and 'Deeper Love' and D'Menace's 'Spank'. The man behind Infemo is Steve Long, whose aim was to release consistent quality dance tracks which would not only work in the clubs but across the airwaves and In the record shops. He was joined by A&R man @8 i 9 pat Travers and assistant Natalie Martin, whose relentless clubbing keeps the label abreast of what's happening on the dancefloor. "I know it's an old cliché but our motto is that if a tune is accessible we're up for it - we're not a label with 3 specialist area," explains Travers. "I 

INFERNO 
Fox Studios, 32-36 Telford Way, London W3 7XS, tel: 0181-742 9300, fax: 0181-742 9097 HISTORY Although Infemo began life less than 

signed 'Don't Stop' because I felt Ruff Driverz had a distinctive Sound with crossover commercial appeal, It was our first release and it went straight to number 30 with DJs from Healy to Digweed supporting it." Other releases on the label have included Agent 00's 'The Magnificent' and a cover of Junior Giscombe's Eighties classic 'Marna Used To Say' by Fathers Of Sound boys Gianni Bini and Fulvio Pernolia. SPECIALIST AREAS: An eclectic mix ranging from UK disco 
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gS'ag'"'- 

'Deeper Love' Ruff Driverz; 'Masquerade' Gerideau; 'Deep Menace' D'Menace COMINGUP: 'Shame' Ruff Driverz; 'Bring It Back To Love' Gerideau; 'Dreaming' Arrola; 'Tequila' Three Amigos RETAILER'S VIEW; "This small independent label opened its gâtes last October and has gone from strength to strength, releasing smashes time and time again, with the infamous Ruff Driverz and man of the moment Matt Darey producing some of the best remixes of the year. Infemo is set to leave its mark on the music industry." - Johnny Orange, 
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