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FOR EVERYONE IN THE BUSINESS OF MUSIC 

Kennedy hosts merger summit 
by Robert Ashton The shape of the combinée! UK opérations of PolyGram and Universal will start to be mapped outthisweek, but will notfollowthe model emerging in the US, Seagram plans to to create four major i PolyGram UK chairman John Kennedy, wf 

sourced story in the Los Angeles Times last week suggested that Seagram is planning four groups on "s. The Interscope group, 
■ s Jay Boberg' 

would not be able to e one of his most successful labels, Polydor, does not figure in the US. "I don't think it will fbllow," he says. "The strengths of différent labels in 
strengths internationally." Kennedy says he will conduct group and individual discussions with label bosses, induding Polydor's Lucian Grainge, Island's Marc Marot and Mercury's Howard Berman. He says he will also include Universal's two label génér- al managers Mark Crossingham 

at how many rei wants in the UK." Welkplaced sources suggest this means Kennedy will settle on a scénario which keeps Polydor, Mercury and Island intact, but drasticaHy^sçgles down Unwersal. Although many models hâve been mooted for the international streaming of product, this is also still under considération. Kennedy admits he will be look- ing for some overlap between the eventual UK structure, which he experts to finalise by the end of the year, and other European territo- ries. He adds the most likely timing for implementing the new UK struc- ture is March 1999. 
Ail Saints added to their growing tally of prizes last Thursday by Qpicking up the breakthrough artist award at the MTV Europe Music 

After some considération the group declded not to find a fourth member to fill in for the pregnant MeJanie Blatt for their performance on the night, appearing instead as a trio. UK and UK-signed artists dominated the awards with Splce Girls plcklng up two awards and Five, Massive 
one apiece. The night ended with Robbie Williams, who collected the best maie award, performlng Let Me 

Gina G joins Eurovision judges 
The Great British Song Contest organisera are hoping to outstrip 
entries after persuading former Eurovision entrant Gina G to join a 20-strong team of music industry 

GBSC music executive Jonathan King is hoping to attract more than 1,000 songs by the December 4 deadline, well up on the total of around 840 entries delivered to Basca and MPA last year. However, 
at the laok of enthusiasm for the 

Gina G, who sang the 1996 entry Ooh Aah... Just A Little Bit, joins judges including Windswept Pacific managing director Bob Grâce, Cher producer Brian Rawling, Eternal label head Steve Allen and MW editor Ajax Scott. The jury will meet on January 14 to select 20 songs from the 40 chan- nelled through by the songwriter and publisher organisations. These will be passed to the BBC. which will choose eight finalists. The fees for each entry are £40 plus VAT for members of both organisations and £60 for non- members. 
Promoters queue up to totee on Gluslonbury The Glastonbury festival may Th the expected retiremenx niser Michael Eavis. follow- 

with approaches 

a non-Eavis Glastonbury would not be staged on the farmer's 400-acre Worthy Farm in Somerset and at least one concert promoter questions whether it can be successfully staged by new promoters away from the original site. "I suppose if it was quite near it 

with the local community to offer the unique atmosphère of the 30- year-old event. "You have to involve ail the community and you 

place, as usual, over the last weekend in June. As a contingency against the mud and rain which 
vais, Eavis plans to take on an additional 40 acres of high ground for some of the 100,000 concert goers to pitch their tents. "I hope it's third time lucky because we've only had four wet festivals, two of them in the past two years," he 

cial spirit of Glastonbury, which 
Eavis says potential new back- 

headlining bands are aiready con- firmed for 1999, but he will con- tinue the policy of not pre-adver- tising the festival line-up. 
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>e partners Include entrepreneur Robert Earl, wlll host thls year's Hits Under The Hammer gala auctlon for the Nordoff Robbins Music Therapy and Norwood Ravenswood charities. Hits Under The Hammer is hoplng to ralse more than £500,000 wlth what it clalms Is the first 

available at the venue, whlle another 100 songs wlll be auctioned via the internet (www.icollector.com). Recent contributions include Bono's original lyric sheet for U2's The Sweetest Thing and Alanis Morissette's for Thank U. Hits Under The Hammer has also signed a publishlng deal wlth Sanctuary Publishlng for a book titled The Story Behlnd The Song to be publlshed next autumn featuring songwriters' stories about why they wrote particular hits. Pictured, from left to right, are Hits Under The Hammer committee member Richard Rosenberg, Earl and fe member Steven Howar 

TOTP extends brand 
with CD-Rom sériés 

wlth the launch of a new CD-Rom. The TOTP Mlx Factory CD-Rom, whlch Joins the magazine, compila- tion CDs, website and radio show as a spin-off from the BBC TV sériés, was developed by BBC Worldwide's multimédia division in tandem wlth the programmer pro- 
Gordon Anderson, head of sales and marketing at BBC Multimedia, says the CD-Rom, whlch Is aimed at 11- to 15-year-olds, is an idéal way to extend the brand. It will be 

news file ISLAND DENIES U2 HUMOURS 
U2 wili transfer to Interscope foliowing the Seagram deal. island managing dii 

North America. "Interscope 

MTV Awnrds head for Dublin 

as UK acts celebrale victory 

McGuinness says, "U2 have been with Island 20 great years and are looking forward to many more." 
MCPS RELAUNCHES WEBSITE MCPS has relaunched its website foliowing a redesign. The site at 
members add for professlonals who wish to record copyright music. New features include MCPS Anti-Piracy Unit and Dance Copyright Clearance Team pages 
MCPS Online Enqulry Serelce.6 
VAN OUTEN TO HOST MUSIC SHOWS Denise Van Outen will front Jonathan King's ITV primetime Christmas music show, The Record Of The Year 1998. The 
aired on December 12 to . / 

MTV Europe président E Hansen says he is keen to holi te first tli Id the 
though ne 
Dublin would corne three years after the event was held in London. Talking the morning after Thursday's 1998 awards, Hansen said, "l've always wanted to take it to Dublin. They haven't had a major MTV show there before. it would be a perfect way of foliowing the mas- sive enthusiasm of last night." Hansen says the pt st night's event will begin over tl :xt couple of months, and that scussions will start about the ixt venue. He says a décision has it been taken whether to stage 

took seven of the 1 

Ibum - Ray Of Llght - Mador 
through Virgin's Massive Attack, and Chrysalis UK signing Robbie Williams and Capitol US's Beastie Boys, The Free Your Mind Award, pre- sented each year to a humanltarian cause, went to the Serbian radio station B92. The award was pre- id by REM. Hansen says he was dellghted with the show. "As a TV show I think it was spectacular. I thought the Manies were great, and the show 

The awards spectacular will be 
Worldwide, including a primetime Friday night US broadeast. The show was also due to be relayed on ITV on Saturday night. Among the highlights of the evening were the Manie Street Preachers, who performed If You Tolerate Thls,.., and Robbie Williams, who ciosed the show with performances of Millennium and Let Me Entertain You. Five also received a warm réception from the young Italian audience for thelr per- formance of Everybody Get Up. The growing status of the event was highlighted by the number of senior US - • - - 

one-hour spécial on December 19 will présent the final 10 shortlisted acts. Later the same evening another 30-minute show will announce the winner. 

starts his new slx-part music an travel show, Beat Route, for BBC2 on November 26. The musicians and cltles he visits i include Van Morrison and The Chleftains in Dublin, and flamenco gultarists in Seville. 
IMBRUGLIA SET FOR NETCAST finai V 

le gig, which is taking place at mdon's Forum this Thursday, il be available via the singer's ficial website, www.nataiie- 

Asda simplifies pricing 
in TV-backed initiative 
Asda has Introduced a two price point policy across its entire range of CDs in a move it is backing with a TV campaign. Ail single CD albums are now priced at £12.99, while double CDs will cost £14.99. Andy Spofforth, Asda's music buying manager, says, "We are trying to simplify the 

With an average price of £12.87, Asda emerged as the cheapest for Top 25 artist chart albums in MWs latest pricing sur- vey, whlch was carried out in Brlghton and Worthlng last Monday. HMV's Brlghton store was the most expensive among the multiples with an average price of £14.29 for artist chart albums. The survey reveals that the strong artist release schedule 
nies this Christmas has Instilled enough confidence in retailers for them to go with full price CDs wherever possible. The price of an average CD increased from £13.47 In a similar survey carried out in June to £13.82. • See price survey, p6 
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McKie promises 'attitude' 
as new Smash Hits editor 
Emap has appointed former nation- al newspaper journalist John McKie as editor of Smash Hits to replace Gavin Reeve who left to join RCA two months ago. McKie, 27, who claims to have been a regular reader of Smash 
1983, describes the move as a dream job. "I think it's a great time 
such a good si adds that Smash Hits has h the lessons of previous unsuccess- ful dalliances with non-pop acts. McKie says he has some fresh ideas for the magazine, but will not rush to introduce radical changes 
circulation. During the first six months of the year. Smash Hits' circulation was 303,191. just 0.1% lower than a year earlier. 'Ail the best magazines, such as the New Statesman in the Sixties and Vogue in the Eighties. had atti- tude and Smash Hits has got to reassert its own attitude. It proba- bly needs to shout a bit louder," 

McKie has previously r the Evening Standard, The Indépendant and the Mail On Sunday. He says he was the first journalist to cover the Oasis versus Blur battle in a national and also led a campaign to have Jarvis Cocker installed in the Rock Circus, Emap editor-in-chief Mark Ellen says, "McKie has a strong under- standing of what the readers want and the kind of issues that have a real impact on their worid." 



NEWS 
MW COMMENT PWL's Atkins steps up for Millennium Dome rôle 
IAKIN6 RISKS WITH DEBUT ALBUMS ^ Speak to most retailets at the moment - if they are not too busy to corne to the téléphoné - and chances are that , they will be pretty bullish about business in the run to Christmas. But atthough 1998 is far from being over as far as saies of the big albums go. there is one area that is causing some of them concem: the perceived fallure so far of albums by some of the new names that have been punted out to them during the past nine months on the back of a couple of hit singles. When it cornes to dance acts, no one is surprised that their albums fail to sell in significant numbers. But pop is a différent matter. Stand out successes by the likes of Spice Giris, Take That. AU Saints and Aqua have underlined that 
Which makes it ail disappointing when an album is seen to falter early on. The message is that success is about building a genuine fanbase rather than scoring hits with heavily-promoted £1.99 singles. This often means record companies staying in for the long haul - remember how long it took for Take That to build. The problem is that perception helps shape reality, and if an act is perceived to be performing disappointingly then it may be harder for it to pick up the support it needs, let alone deserves, later on. Christmas is a risky time. AU is still to play for this year, but one thing is for sure: eariy in 1999 labels will be analysing more carefully than ever what hit and what missed - and adding up the costs of singles that failed to deliver album results. 
As you will notice, this week's issue of Music Week contains a few changes to the charts section with some différent layouts and some elements moved around. These changes are part of the on-going development of the magazine and will be followed by further moves in the New Year. The aim is to make ail parts of Music Week, and especially the central section, easier to follow. As ever, your feedback will be welcomed. Ajax Scott 
PAUL'S QUIRKS 
EXTRA VALUE EQUALS EXTRA SALES Among ail the new product released over the past few weeks, there have been some real gems - albums that will stand the test of time and still be selling in reasonable quantities after the millennium. The U2 hits package springs to mind and the limited-edition e: dise certainly makes it a collectors' item, especially if Island sticks to its guns and ensures that no more of the lim'rted double CDs are made available in the future. Similar double packages from Paul Weller and M People give the fans an incentive to buy the greatest hits packages despite already having some of the artists' previous albums. By the same token, the Oasis Brides album proved successful because the fans thought that at £10.99 the album was good value and worth collecting. Consumers these days want value for money and they aren't slow to object if they think they are being ripped off. TV programmes like Watchdog encourage complaints and sometimes the music industry itself is wide open to criticism. Withdrawing albums and reissuing them with an extra track, which has been a hit, may add to sales, but in some cases more than 200,000 copies may already have been sold and that's a lot of unhappy customers. Remastering a sériés of albums is often just an excuse to move mld-price albums back up to full-price in the hope that true fans will buy the new format again. Add to that the picture dise CD, the Digkpack, the three-inch limited CD and the cardboard slip case and ail the fans are getting in most cases is the original tracks on différent formats. Surely, with ail the new product around, companies shouldn't have to scrape the barrel and milk artists' back catalogue so blatantly, 
Despite protests from retailets large and small, Minlstry Of Sound continues to try to direct our potential customers into other stores. Its latest mail out for the Annual Album offers a free Minlstry CD holder worth £14.99 to anyone purchasing the album at Woolworths and sending their receipt to the Minlstry. It appears the Company doesn't listen to its retail customers. Even worse, it apparently doesn't care. Paul Qulrk's column Is a Personal view " 

le music industry to 

Atkins, who has worked for Pete Waterman since she joined PWL to run its management opérations in 1988, has been poached by the New Millennium Expérience Company (NMEC) to programme events in the new venue. She will be responsible for ail the performances in the Baby Dome after It opens to the public on New Year's Eve 1999. These are expected to encompass films, 

Atkins: switching to Dome rôle TV specials and modem and clas- 
the venue, which will boast two 

fantastlc challenge. Waterman. 

Music will be a very Important part of what is happening around the Millennium, says Atkins, who has recently managed the production division at PWL. A spokeswoman for NMEC says Atkins, who starts her new job on November 30, will work closely with the Baby Dome's sponsors, including Sky TV, Tesco, Marks & Spencer. Manpower and BT. Prier to joining PWL, Atkins ran her own management company Big Time Management for four years and was head of A&R at Rocket Records in the early Eighties where she first met 

Coweirs Alberto tilts at 

Spice's Christmas crown 

is^battîe6 wkh ImgT&R o Simon Cowell in the race ! coveted Christmas number 

i!H:Ulmil:Himik|lj|/iV|i|l|i||H 

ibbies. is behind RCA's highly- ^ ^ ^ ^ Song by |Last christmas, Dec 14) 

4/7; Spice Giris (Goodbye. released Dec 14) 3/1: Jane McDonald (Cruising To 
8/1; B'Witched (To You I Belong, Dec 7) 12/1: Alberta (Yo Yo Song, Dec 14) 14/1; Alien Voices/Three Degrees 

teenager Alberta, 1997 Great British Song Contest. The A&R consultant, whose Teletubbies record Teletubbies Say Eh-Oh! was held at number two in last year's festive chart by the Spice Giris' Too Much, is resigned to the fact that becoming Christmas runner up is becoming something of a p trying to have a 

16/1; Billie (She \ 7); Boyzone (I Love The Way You Love Me, Nov 23); Cllff Richard (Vita Mia, Dec 7): Fat Les (Naughty Christmas (Goblin In The Office», Nov 30) 

Wednesday and will be followed by reoordings, w performances on shows including 

d tracks. Although 8/1 shot B*Witched's To You I Belong is taken from their début Epie album, the Spice Giris, McDonald and : efforts are ail new 
Virgin is quietly confident that Spice Giris' Goodbye, currentiy 4/7 Des O'Connor, Live And Kicking  n Hill TOTP between ' " December 14 longside the Alberta single, will ecure the group a third successive :hristmas number one, matching 

& The Three Degrees cover of Whaml's Last Christmas, which is being released by Wiidstar Currentiy second favourite is Jane on December 14. McDonald, w eut from 33/1 to 3/1, partly on the the run up to Christmas in a bid to back of one £1.000 bet for the take a shot at the festive number JSly by The newly-recorded Christmas medley one slot mclude Fat Les's Naughty ceaues. emma nickey, Virgin Cruising To Christmas which Is being Christmas (Goblin In The Office), product manager, says, "My issued on December 14 by Focus - - - - - Personal philosophy is ni bogged down by the competitio because you need to give the recor 
àalty Balls (from le South Park soundtrack) and the lariah Carey and Whitney Houston 

HMV £3m ad blitz to take in ITV urning to ITV fo time as part of Its biggest tek sion push yet for a Christmas ca paign. Advertising slots for the £; promotion, which Is launched store today (Monday), will run 

the highest number of titles fea- tured so far in a festive campaign by the retailer. 

■BHMV 

t -î ' 

ITV this year - along wi Four, Channel cable/satellite as years - to reach an 

it has decided to use HMV: money-off offer 
HMV promotions manager Duncan Castle. "For example last year we dld £2 off any CD album worth 

motion, which it is bllling as its is £12.99 or r strongest to date. The vouch As part of the campaign the given out in chaln Is offering every customer - ■ who spends £20 or 
, which will be booklet up untll Christmas Eve, also Include £1 off £50 any cassette costlng £9.99 or ■u uc uaeu after more, 50p off any single priced at similar to what £3.99 or more and £2 off any , but the entry video costlng £12.99 or more. 

Chrysalis gets OK 
to buy Choice FM 
The Radio Authority has given the go-ahead to Chrysalis Group's pro- posed acquisition of Choice FM Birmingham. The Radio Authority ruled that 
rent ownership of Heart 100.7FM Birmingham and Choice FM could not be expected to operate against public interest. The ruling is iitional on Chrysalis only intro- ducing any re-branding of the sta- tion on a graduai and phased basis. Chrysalis is also expected to make spécifie and binding provi- sions to safeguard the character of the service and to ensure it makes particular provision for Afro- Caribbean listeners in Birmingham. Chrysalis Radio chief executive Richard Huntingford says, "The addition of Choice and Galaxy North East makes us the largest dance brand in the country with five sta- tions and 13m adult listeners." 
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THE goes 'bock to basics' 

as Smith returns to helm 
business took ils eye off, offering our service and looking to use mod- em technology to enhance that busi- ness,'he says. It was criticisms of the company's v». publishing and games soft- ch led to Smith quitting the in September 1993. He 

Virgin Records is hoping 911's forthcoming covers album will not only one of the first big albums of 1999, 

successful single to 
preceded by a version of Dr Hook's A Little E More, due for release 
4, and will also include recordings of Judy Clay and William Bell's Private Number, The Style Councll's You're The Best Thing and Rick Astley's Never 

Profils up ni bullish Capital 

Mansfield was talking at last week's présentation of the Capital Radio Group's results for the 12 months to September 30, 1998. Turnover climbed 9.8% to £117.2m; while operating profit moved up 8% to £37.8m. "We are in a very strong finanoial position and we will take advantage of the added opportunities that may 
Success for the group has includ- ed Wildstar, its record company ven- ture with Telstar. Capital group programming director Richard Park says the label turned in a profit in its first year largely thanks to the international success of Connor Reeves. He adds that the média group will be looking to build i 

Capital I to September 30 1998 1997 1998 change Tumover£106.8m £117.2m+9.8% Pre-tax £32,5m £39.7m +8.0% profit Source: Capital Radio Group 
GWR Group Results for six months to September 30 1998 1997 1998 change 

Meanwhile, Classic FM's parent company GWR posted an 81% increase in pre-tax profits to £8.3m for the six months to September 30 on turnover up 17.0% to £41.2m. The company accompanied its with an 
change législation hmiting national commercial radio owner- ship to 7.5% of the radio audience. 

Aegean's Georgiou 
launches new label Andréas Georgiou, président of Aegean Net and record label Hardbaek & Sons, has set up a new label with Ail Saints collaborator Karl'KGee' Gordon. Greenback, which will be run out of the north London offices of Georgiou's parent company Hardbaek, has already slgned its first act, Joanne Bryant, who sang the Forget Me Nots section on George Michael's number one sin- gle FastLove. Georgiou says the R&B label Is currently looking for a distribution deal with the first release from Bryant expected next February. The launch of Greenback follows a reorganisation of Hardback's music interests with Aegean ceas- ing as a record label. Ail Its acts have left the company with the exception ofTrigger. Hardback's first single, Right Here Right Now by R&B trio Fierce, has been licensed to Wildstar and will be released on November 30. 

CIN in apology to Création 
following Oasis chart hitch 

n apology t CIN has issued Création after a c down at Asda resulted in around 7,000 sales of Oasls's The Masterplan going unrecorded in its first week of release. Around 20 other tltles includlng Meat Loaf's The Very Best Of were also affected by the problem, whlch followed a fault in the supermar- ket's computer llnk with chart com- piler Mlllward Brown. This meant only those releases' Saturday sales at Asda were included In last week's chart. However, even with those sales, U2 would still have been around 15,000 units ahead of Oasis. Mlllward Brown charts director Bob Barnes says the chart compil- er notlced problems with Asda's sales data for new releases on the Tuesday of that week, but the supermarket was confident it would be sorted out in time. "This 
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problem happens nearly every week, but Is normally resolved in a day ortwo," he says. By the Friday Asda had fixed the link, allowing Saturday data to be recorded. However, sales from the previous days could not be retrieved In time. CIN chart direc- tor Omar Maskatiya says that only at the end of business on Saturday could It be confirmed which tltles were affected, but by then it was too late to estimate sales from ear- lier in the week. Roger Quail, label development manager at 3mv which dlstributes Création, says it would have been fairer if Asda's entire sales for the week had been removed, rather than running with the data it had. "Of ail the options open to CIN, both 3mv and Création are at a loss to understand why they chose this one which clearly discrimi- nâtes against Oasis," he says. 

news/7/6 
SALES UP 5% AT WH SHIIH WH Smith increased its High Street sales by 5% In its first set 
refocusing the group following the sale of its music retailing opérations. For the 12 months to August 31 its 400 stores achieved sales of £840m, compared with £79Sm in the same period in 1997. The sales were also slightly up on the £837m achieved in the 12 months to the previous financial year end of May 31. Operating profits for the period were also up, rislng by 19% from £42m to 

IE' TALK EPIC DENIESf'DIOH 10 RI Epie Records has dismissed reports that Celine Dion is planning to give up her recording and live performance career at the end of next year. Though a spokeswoman says the singer wiii > at the er 5e retiring. 
OMG GETS GO-AHEAD TO BUY KFM DMG Radio has been given permission by the Radio Authority to complété its acquisition of Kent and Sussex Radio, which broadeasts as KFM in the Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks 
DEADLINE FOR PIRACY PAPER The music industry has been given until December 31 to comment on the European Commission's newly^published Green Paper on Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy in the Single Market. The Green Paper 
of counterfeiting and piracy, the effectiveness of current législation • and proposais to reduce the illégal trade. The EU is expected to drafl its proposais following a hearing in Munich on March 2 and 3. 
SUCCESS FOR WESTSIDE TRIAL Westside Records says it has received a number of approaches from other radio stations following the broadeast of shows on Maldstone FM and Medway FM featuring Westside material and paid for by the Music Collection International division. Westside général manager Tony Rounce says, "It's as cheap for 

NET SÎUDÏ PREDICTS HARKET SHIFTS The author of a new study, which predicts the growth of sales on the internet will shave 14% off the current 79% US market share of the big five groups in the next decade, says a similar shift will emerge in the UK with independents significantly adding to their estimated 15% share. Internet Underground Music Archive's Andy Atherton says he expects on-line sales to change the shape of the UK market dramatically. 
DOUBLE PLATINUM FOR GEORGE George Michael's j Ladies & Gentlemen -  The Best Of George Michael was certified double platlnum in its week of release by the BRI last week, The Master Plan by Oasis received its first platinum award. 

dotmusic 
http://www.dotmusic.com 



ANALYSIS - PRICING SURVEY 
WHAT PRICE MUSIC IN THE HIGH STREET? 

14.49 14.49 13.49 13.! 
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VAQE GARDEN: Savage G 1 LIFE - HITS: Julio Iglesli IS IS MY TRUTH...: Manh 
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™ 11.99 11.99 12.99 12.99 17.99 18.99 17.99 16.99 14.49 14.49 14.49 11.99 
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16.49 15.99 15.99 15.99 13.99 
9 15.99 15.99 15.9S 9 15.99 15.99 15.99 9 15.49 14.99 15.99 

10.99*15.99 n/a 15.99 10.99*16.99 
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ARTIST ALBUM CDS 

AVERAGE PRICES OF TOP 10 
DOUBLE CD COMPILATIONS 
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I'biggest ever sale" last month during what has been largely an uninspiring year for big- name releases. The campaign was just one of many undertaken by mosic retailers during 1998 in a bid to make up for a général release lull and give potential customers another reason to pass through their doors. But, several weeks into the ail-important pre-Christmas market, record companies bave been more than making up lost ground by producing what has turned into one of the strongest festive release schedules in years. So good are the releases, in fact, that heavy discounting now seems the last thing on 
As HMV chart rock and pop manager Jonathan Rees says. "We're not in the business of cannibalising chart product and we won't be cutting our margins when there is so much quality product out there." A survey of retailers in Brighton and Worthing last Monday (November 9) suggests the upward trend has already begun with the price of a CD in last week's Top 25 a ' albums averaging £13.82 co £13.47 in Music WeeKs lasl out in Swindon on June 22.1 factors should be noted when c week's Top 25 prio First is the fact that the n contains two lower-price CDs v significantly affect the results: Oasis's The Masterplan is in ail stores at between £9.99 and £10.99, while Fatboy Slim's YouVe Corne A Long Way, Baby costs £11,99 or £12.99, Without these two titles the average price of a current Top 25 CD rises to £14.04. Secondly, as in June, the average cost of a CD is also affected by the presence of a double CD title, this time Julio Iglesias' My Life set, which has an average cost of £17.43, Excluding this «le and the two low- price CDs the average cost drops to £13.91 - still significantly higher than June's adjusted figure of £13.69. Besides the onset of Christmas business, the compétition in one of our survey towns of Brighton has further v/armed up with the opening of two music stores during the past two months - a new Virgin Megastore and 

MAINTAINING 

MARGINS 
Now that a feast of big name acts has arrived, price cutting 
is the last thing on retailers' minds. Yinka Adegoke reports 

Oasis 
Borders' second UK store, which were launched within three days of each other in September. But the new compétition has not significantly tipped the balance in terms of CD pricing. Relative chart album prices continue to watching each 
example, 14 of the Top 25 CDs cost the same at HMV and Virgin, while Woolworths and WH Smith have the same price points on 16. This price stability becomes especially clear with double compilation CDs. These cost an average of £16.09 at HMV, Virgin and Our Price, which have the same price on 0n! of 1,16 Top 10 d0L,ble CDs, while at WH Smith and Woolworths they cost the same average of £15.79, though there are 

Fatboy Slim 
slight variations on price points. It is only in double compilations that any of the retailers can beat Asda on average price. MVC's average £14,82 tag is just slightly below Asda's consistent £14.99 tag for a double CD compilation. Asda in fact only opérâtes two price points now: £14.99 for double chart CDs and back catalogue and £12.9£ irt CDs. o remove any inconsistency on pricing because it is just confusing to customers," says Asda music and buying manager Andy Spofforth. Following the previous week's successful VAT-free campaign, which caused ils music and video sales to quadruple, Asda is now promoting the new policy with in-store marketing. New kid on the block, Borders, is still 

trying to find its feet in the UK market, according to head of music buying Bob Reamer. "Vou couid say we inherited the price points we met in this market, but we'll be looking at more focused discounting next year," he says. He notes that Borders' focus on an older démographie means that it does not always feel the need to make offers on chart pop product, helping to lift its average price for a chart artist album to £14.27 - the second highest of the chains. "We are at the stage we were in the US about five years ago before younger people and kids started discovering us so teen pop is not such an issue now," says Reamer. Rounders, the one independent store included in the survey, does not compete with the chains on price and has the highest average price for a chart artist CD at £14.57. Manager Graham Gilbert says that the store's location in Brighton Square, which is away from the town's main shopping area. makes it easier to maintain reasonable margins, but it is still difficult. "We have no option but to go abroad for some of the chart stuff, particularly after the first week of 
chains," he says, Back catalogue remains a highly compétitive area. HMV again leads the way on price with an average of £16.44 while MVC is by far the cheapest with an average members' price of £14.27. Whiie artist album prices slowly move upwards, singles discounting is far from over with most new release singles on sale at £1.99. Meanwhile, to back up the strong Christmas schedule, retailers are preparing spécifie seasonal promotions to try to boost sales further. HMV's Rees is one of those looking forward to a strong performance. "It's a very commercial Christmas. Everyone knows who U2, George Michael or Mariah Carey are. It's not like introducing new acts like Embrace," he says. With such strong titles coming through the industry as a whole should benefit from some of the best Christmas seasons of recent years, hopefully making customers 
bedslde slippers. 
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Two new services added to our 
improved seasonal offerings are: 

Extended Ordering 
Ail orders received by 6pm 
(Mondays 3pnn) - delivery pre-noon 
next day from 30th Nov - 31 st Dec 

"Customer Gare" 
Phoneline (from Monday 30th November) 
Dedicated point of contact for 
delivery, collection, returns 
and général enquiries 

Deliveries 
Saturday am 
7th Nov - 26th Dec FOC 
Weekday Pre-Noon 
30th Nov - 31st Dec FOC 

T 5- 

=^t= rmmmn 

s V 

r Customer Care N 

0845 844 8484 
v Fax 0345 573504 ^ 

Christmas & New Year: conl 1er wédnesday 23rd December 8 30am - 6,00pm Thursday 24th December g.OOam - e.OOpm Tuesday 29th December 
Thursday 31st December 

Sunday 27th December 
Saturdays. 5,12,19, Dec Sundays, 6,13.20. Dec 
Christmas & New Year: Monday 21 st December Tuesday 22nd December 

Note: Outside of the published hours a full 24 hour voicemail service is available 
Normal service will résumé on Monday 4th January 1999 

jl/lem) GKjusMûs fo që cm Custowiexs ét 
de^ping you to ajoy t^e jyestiae seoson 



REVIEWS - FOR RECORDS OUT ON 30 NOVEMBER 1998 

snciQaB 
of the week *** .<!*■ 

iat. MASE & 

makes this l've Been Expecting You's mosWalked-about track. In fact, the cast list is only a distraction from what stands in its own right ; single. Wilh Tennant on backing vocals, the song's overtly Pet Shop Boys setting is only further emphasised, making it clear Williams' sharply- written lyrics would not look out of place on a PSB album. Given its predecessor Millennium's success - two months in the Top 40 although only one week at number one in sales after perhaps being serviced to radio too early - this is likely to peak at number one. Antmusic, recorded with the increasingly popular only add further cr 
SiHGLtreviews 

EEEED MANIC STREET PREACHERS; The Everlasting (Epie 6666862). Fresh from 

ilding epic ig section, this sees the st poignant but composeï may not quite scale the he st chart-topper, it should c 
LEANN RIMES: Blue (Curb/The Hit Lab( CUBCX 39). One notable characteristic of 

from Smith's XO album, this is a mémorable song wnn its insistent chorus and melody where Smith shows the dedicated grâce of his songwriting. A compact package of Simon & Garfunkel. Neii Young and Big Star. Smith is 
the US in many years. BRANDY: Have You Ever? (Atlantic AT0058). Brandy's career has gone into 

highlight from Never Say Never wf written by Diane Warren, and proc arranged by David Poster. *i terest in Blue. * 

MÏDEM 
return flights from £115 

Aport from ihe besl value flights we hâve a range of attommorfalion available - hôtels, oparlmenls and villas.. As the leading spetialisls la Cannes we organise evenls and hospilolity suth as dinners, réceptions, privale parties or meetings, so tbnt you stand oui from the trowd and gel your message across. 
To make a réservation or request our brochures call us now on 01892 522125 

premierpace^^ 
Premierpace (Europe) Lld 1 lillle Mounl Sion, Royal Tunhriiige Wells, Kent TN1 1YS Téléphoné: 01892 522125 Fox: 01892 535316 E-mail: preinpnre@tomposerve.com 

annoying re 

JAY-Z; Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem) (Northwes LC227G). This potential single of the week is the latest single to emerge from Jay-Z's fortheoming held the number one spot :harts for five weeks. Featuring a iove-itor-hate-it sample from Annie, the track is currently on Radio One's As Featured list as well as lists on Kiss FM and Choice. It should be an enormous hit which eams the rapper crossover appeal. EELS: Cancer For The Cure (DreamWorks DRMCD 22373). Despite its title, Cancer For The Cure is one of the few songs that breaks out of the unending gloom of Eels' Electro- Shock Blues album. Their last singie Last Stop; This Town reached 23, and while this release will not match its fortunes by a mile, it should revitalise the album's sales. UFTP1'1'"! CUBA FEAT. MAU; Havana (4AD BAD8019CD). Fresh from some blazing performances with the Chemical Brothers and Fatboy Slim. Cuba's début iimited- édition release is reissued by 4AD, with added raps from ex-Earlhling Mau and a brushed-up production. Ail hammering bass and deep beats with a perfect uplifting brass crescendo, Havana marks the Cuba boys out as definite ones to watch. BJÔRK: Alarm Call (One Little Indian 232TP7CD). Bjôrk indulges her love of 
Homogenic album with a plethora of all-star remixers including Beck. Her voice is at its most exubérant, and a few extra bells and 

K, Blue hi Mick HucknaU's previous album sales. But while the number six single The Air That I Breathe helped the album to reclimb the 3rt, this pedestrian cover of an old Dennis Brown number is unlikely to provoke 

BLACKSTREET & MYA f. BLINKY BLINK; Take Me There (IND95620). This first single to be taken from the fortheoming Rugrats movie is heavily based on the Live & Kicking cartoon's theme tune. For that reason Take Me There could be an extremely catchy R&B number (boosted by the number of stars it features) if it wasn't challenging Jay-Z for " slease of the week, n JANET JACKSON: Every Time (Virgin VSCDT 1720). From the R&B groove of Got 'Til It's Gone to the out-and-out of Together Again, 
ih mining singles from The This sixth single in a little more a year adds to that diversity; written by son, Jam, Lewis and Rene Elizondo, y Time finds the singer at her most 

NICOLE RENEE; Strawberry (Atlantic 7567841862). Written, performed and produced by the 19-year-old Renée, this delightful two-step R&B track offering a 

Christmas spécial could help. easzaa TEN BENSON: United Colors Of Bernson (Deceptive BLUFF0G6CD). Sounding more like a US Midwestern barn band than a lo-fi British outfit, Ten Benson's fourth single is an intriguing mix of beats, country drawls and innovative scoring, reminisœnt of ^ 
As a four-track EP it won't ohart. but it should sell in respectable quantities. FAT LES: Naughty Christmas (Goblin In The Office) (Turtleneck NECKCD001). Keith Allen, Alex James and chums return with yet another novelty comedy record which is somewhat handicapped by being neither novel nor funny, The irritating sub-Blur/pub 1 sn't anywhere as near as catchy as loo, and they're up against much bigger in the chart stakes this time around. H THE FOUNDATIONS: ASîï, k, Build Me UP Buttercup gnory (r <Seciuel neexiood. 

weeks in RM's Urban Chart. Based around a sample from Graver Washington's Paradise, it has a slightly rétro feel. but is 
IAN POOLEY: What's Your Number (V2 VVR5003313). Lifted from Pooley's excellent album Meridian, What's Your Number is a typloally funky house track 
Sinclar and Ja receiving specialist ail ALISHA'S ATTIC: I Wish I W (Mercury 5667172). The Poole sisters once again demonstrate their ability to write an unassuming, radio-friendiy song that reveals its hidden qualities with each listen. Already on Radio One's As Featured playlist and Radio Two's C-list, I Wish I Were You deserves to repeat the top 15 success of The Incidentals and album Illumina. I—, 1 FIERCE; Right Here I ' " R' ■ ' Right Now (Wildstar J CDWILD13). Signed by : Georgiou to his 

' London temale trio make their début with this pop R&B track. Mixed for radio by El Jeffe, it's marked by slick production and SWV-style vocal harmonies. Remixers include Ail Saints producer K Gee. EMMA: ni Never Fall in Love Again (EMI 

of the movie ut Mary. Despite its m stylings, The Foundations are actually a UK act whose best-known hit, the 1967 number one Baby Now That l've Found You, is also included in the single package. 
MBUNlreviewli 
ALL SAINTS: AH Saints Christmas Box Set (London/PolyGram 0441050). London is wasting no opportunity in exploiting AH Saints' presently slim catalogue to the full. Having taken six tracks off the album for singles so far, it now brings that album, its remixed version and the group's video together in this boxed set. However, given that most potential buyers already have at is difficult ROCKERS HI-FI; Overproof (Différent Drummer/Warners 3984 24352-1). Blissed-out dub, Horace Andy-esque vocals and drum & bass ail collide on this album to create a giorious mix of styles and sounds. Not marked by frantic activity, its sootbing atmosphère still draws the listener in. MAJOR FORCE WEST: Major Force West (Mo Wax MW105CD). This Mo Wax release is a collection of expérimental songs from 1993 by Tokyo's ground-breaking Major Force crew. The boundaries of hip hop are stretched with varying degrees of success. but with Money Mark and UNKLE founder member Tim Goldsworthy on board for a handful of tracks, this wili be of interest to more than just the Mo Wax faithful. 

Heor siew reBesises 

EMILIA: Big Big 
UMD87185). The 
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EDITED BY STEPHEN JONES - TALENT 

A&R SCOUTS: 

A CHANGING ROLE IN A VOLATILE MARKET 

®m@8 u® 
wmm 

FURSUDE For the first-signing to Nellee Hooper's new label Meanwhile... -which goes through Virgin - Furslide will surprise many by being an American guitar t 
Iften unfairly maligned, A&R scouts have a réputation as underpaid, underworked 

little doubt tbat their rôle is goinj through an upheaval as companies rethink how they go about finding the Next Big Thing. Among those who have left their labels in recent weeks include lan Abraham from Virgin, Josh Joseph from Elemental, Luki Cunningham from Polydor, Will 
The survivors have knuckled down and the "hunting in packs" mentality appears to be on the wane. RCA's Louis Bloom. who achieved the relatively rare feat ( actually bringing in an act which 

that's the way it should be. Before we were picking and choosing, but we ail want to A&R managers and are learr there's more to it than that." Universal scout Debs Wild, who claims she was first on the likes of Lucid, Annie Christian and Badly Drawn Boy (although they were not taken up by the labels she was working for at thr time), adds, "The sheep mentality is there to a degree, but people are looking after number one; we're not going out to gigs together and are only telling others about things when we've out-and-out passed on 

.-Tîfcfl 

hearing an old demo, while simultaneously trying to keep it quiet. "People talk and will always find out what you're on to, but the skill of a scout is to see it through and go against what other people may feel, not feeling justified by whether others like it," he says. Independiente senior A&R director Dave Gilmour, who as a scout at 
discovered acts such as PJ Harvey through a publisher and Tricky through a record handed to him by Portlshead as he was trying to sign them, argues that there is nothing wrong with the scout network per se. But, he says, changes in technology 

samples at London studios Metropolis, Olympic and Abbey Road. There had been much 

One Lady Owner; picked up after Création scout heard a tape have developed straight to managing directors and senior A&R people over 
m the regular turnover of those 

or pop and R&B acts who are rarely networks id piaying the & Duck. Meanwhile, there is a perceived 
originality and flair, Most scouts could take just an hour each morning to sort their 30 or so unsolicited tapes into three piles: onf for Beck soundalikes, one for Radiohead soundalikes and a third for whafs left - iil always be the smallest heap. 

Some even suggest that scouts have become a victim of their own success: as soon as the word is out on an act everyone picks up on it. "People are a lot more professional about developing their Chris Briggs, who is Robbie Williams' A&R man at Chrysalis and d the punk era. 

It is a phllosophy that appears to be working for one of the few régional scouts still active. After 10 years working in a Manchester instrument shop serving the likes of Shaun Ryder and Noël Gailagher, Gut's Matt Halliwell left to develop a network that stretches out from Manchester to cover an area from Birmingham to Scotland. "I don't see why there aren't more régional scouts. What's 
earning respect from being here and understanding sounds from my work in retail, my name gets around, I feel 
says. Polydor/Wildcard is looking to s new approach to soouting in to what A&R ma Barlow - who was just 16 and running a 

Tottenham Court Road on November 23. 
GRAND MAL London's confidence in trying to US signing Grand Mal in the L" ' States is gradually appearing 

Their New York ; Oolls/Suicide influences - 
Malédictions (rel next year), which wi produced by Dave Fridmann (Raming Lii ' ' e through at thèir first London date at Camden's Monarch last Tuesday during a fleeting visit. And their Radio One Evening Session play/Xfm playiisting was last week compounded by daytime play for their début , limlted édition single, the Dinosaur Jr- sounding Whoie Lotta Nothing (released November 23) by Radio One's Jo Whiley. 

"You only h£ 

Création se Wright - who blâmes the job losses on 
screwed up" shooting the messenger - rarely 
he has received a tape his bosses ail like (as happened with One Lady Owner) and then he prefers to set up showeases rather than attend gigs. "There's still that [sheep] mentality, but that's because people thought there were a few scouts who knew what was going on before, when the truth is no one is sure," he says. But there is a broader shift under way, with labels more likely to sign acts that have already been developed by someone else. So managers are taking acts they 
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back of t they can bring you up to spt everything that's going on." 
are having to approach their differently. Historically they I 

ed about 
suggest they 

had régional scouts but I spenl living in a car, travelling around a the best way. So we've asked rei to put forward boys and girls for je that ifs always th same old people doing it, wl that sheep mentality cornes in. We want the people who know whafs selling and who's buying - ifs the way forward." This may be one solution. 'People lolk and will always find out whal you're Another, as group a&r 
on to, but the skill of a scout is to see il through and go against Is fo"labeis'to geTthes s 

what other people may teel' - Nigel Wildman, Virgin ie off, "v o's going 

music instrument outl 
chased by A&R scouts 

Virgin/Hut urban Ai Wildman brought in Ni 
down the band to a re 

That such questions are being posed reflects the more fundamental questions being asked across the business. But concern remains. "Scouts losing their jobs is not just worrying for them, but it raises i the question of where the new music is j going to be found," says WEA scout Daniel Moore. "Managers will find things but who's going to the obscure places?" It is a valid question. Whoever holds the answer will no doubt be at the forefront of the next talent wave. Stephen Jones 

D'Angelo - Devil's Pie (Virgin) Mr Brown Sugar goes deep underground on this ' ' Gangstarr's DJ Premier. Rough (US promo, tbc) ~ (Universal) Quality. the forefront iish revival (sampler) The Clint Been Expérience - White No Sugar (Rabid Badger) As the record says: "Definteiy A New Révolution" (single, tbc) Whitney Houston - My Love Is Your Love (Arista) First studio album in eight years is arguably her best (album. November 23) Gay Dad - To Earth With Love (London) So this is what 1999 will Sound like? (tbc) Celine Dion & R Kelly - l'm Your Angel (Epie) Will hopefully boost interest in R Kelly's lengthy but classic album (single, November 16) Radiator - Generator (Chrysalis) Racked- up track setting them up for a breakthrough In 1999 (promo, tbc) Spice Girls - Goodbye (Virgin) The Music Week jury remains out on whether this is worthy of a Christmas number one slo1 (single, December 14) The Mighty Wah! - Heart As Big As Liverpool (Columbia) A limited-edition EP from the man behind Nah! Pool The Art Of Bluff (November 23) MC Lyte feat. Gina Thompson - It's Yours (Elektra) Sweet and light R&B - but deflnitely not R&B-lite (single, November 30) 
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• When they made their chart debu year ago this week with their annoying line dancing hit S-6-7-8, it seemed Steps would be a short-lived novelty act but they have gone from strength to strength in 1998, eventuaily peaking at 14 with that record at the beginning of the year, then reaching number six with Last Thing On My Mind and number two with One For Sorrow. They return to runners-up spot this week with their 

SINGLE FACTFILE double A-sided hit Heartbeat/Tragedy, which sold more than 66,000 copies last week. If it repeats that feat next week, Steps will have sold 1m singles in 1998 - a significant achievemenf, although it is one which nine acts can already boast of this year - the highest tally ever, beating the eight acts who sold 1m units last year, Steps' début album Step One has sold more than 190,000 units since its release nine weeks ago 

amas 

Believe sold a further 165,000 co last week to remain at number o the fourth straight week, while raising its overall se    biggest-seller of platinum ail over again to top th sales of Celine Dion's My Heart Will Go On. Although it has spent a week iess at number one to date than Cher's 1991 chart-topper The Shoop Shoop Song (Ifs In His Kiss), it has comfortably eclipsed the 515,000 sale that record achieved. Indie labels have their best week ever. occupying five of the top six positions in the 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 G0MPANIES TOP C0RP0RATE GR0UPS 

rt. Only Oh t the toi prevented them from shutting the majors ou altogether. The historié line-up includes E-17's début for Telstar after 16 hits with PolyGram, a pair of hits from Richard Branson's \/2 and a couple of singles fiom Zomba. The latter company. established in 1981, is enjoying its best year ever. and for the first time has five singles in the Top 40 

PERCENTAGE OF UK ACTS IN THE CHART UK: 53.3% US;Z8.0% 
this week, the line-up including Steps (two), The Tamperer (four), Sham Rock (17), Tina Cousins (20) and R. Kelly featuring Keith 

group's three previous singles this year ail 
Altogether, Zomba has had 31 Top 75 hits in 1998 - more than many bigger companies, and easily the highest tally for an indie. Aside from its flagship Jive label. Zomba's hits have corne from the Peach, Eastern Bloc and Pepper imprints and include one number one (The Tamperer) and three number twos (two from Steps, one from the Backstreet Boys). Other acts it has scored with include 2Pac, Joe, Kaleef, Will Mellor, Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince and Sparkle. It has spearheaded an indie revival, which has also seen a stunning performance by Edel, with significant support from China, V2, Mushroom, Profile, Telstar, AU Around The World. Skint, Logic and several others. Incidentally, ifs not just in Britain that Jive is hot - the label has the highest new entry in BilIboarcTs US Hot 100 this week, with 16- year-old newcomer Britney Spears making at 17 with ...Baby, One More Time. 

THE YEAR SO FAR... 
TOP 20 SINGLES 

PEP. 
Chant 

24-28 January 99 Midem! 
just go for it! 
For synergy, opportunity. 
And a great deal besides! 
Call now Emma Dallas on 
0171 528 0086 
or fax 0171 895 0949 
http://www.midem.com 
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THE OFFICIAI UK SINGLES CHART 

TOP 75 

Label CD/Cass (Distributor) 

9 Ml HEARTBEAT/TRAGEDY 

Label CD/Cass (Distributi 

irongsongs {Hafyey/Hendy/Coldwell/Reid/Becklofd/ 0val/V2 WR 5003083/WR 5003085 (3N 
mSIT DOWN (REMIX) Fontana JIMCD 21/JIMMC 21 IF) 
,,1 DONT WANTTO MISS ATHING • Columbiaeeew-M 

9 
1(h 

2 FALUNG IN LOVE AGAIN 

11 
12 1 IjiTHE DOPE SHOW 

THIS KISS 

TELL ME MA 

OQ mjjREPEATEDLOVE Woad O O Wall ATGOC Ino crédit) MCA ICasini/Mazzali) erboy/A&M WBOYD 012/WBOYC 012 |F) : , 2 
OQ ijrfnALLI WANT «J 3 WaU pur8s. e„ce iHedqos) Chrvsaiis (MudncikVSîum •m h M D IS|d)ndCID7s7^ ® 
710 74 ï LOVE LIRE THIS PulfOaddy/Arisla 74321625592^4321625534IBMGI * vl ' Failh Evans(Lawrenca'Combsl EMI/Wafner-Chappe'iScnv A?.'(Evans/Crav/foni'EfrcrirEd.vards.Uodçers) •/7432162558I 
41 Chappetl EMI (K Icher/L Atlantic AT 0055CD/AT 0055C (W) - a 
^2 73 3 BODY MOVIN'^ ? ^ Grand Royal/Capitol CDCLS 809/- (El icif:clD.'arr.ondA'aucafHorcr.'.u'Câ!daiC(Pui^e)-(f12Cl809 a 

14336 10 MILLENNIUM • p ChrYsalisCOCHS5099/TCCHS5093® 
nfl rrrm 1 FEEL GOOO THINGS FOR YOU G(..BeatG0BCDi2/G0BMCi2(Fi fcf UJ Qaddy's Favourite (Harrigan/McEwan) EMI (Rushen/Mims/Washington/Brown) -/GOBX12 
nr, 35 5 HOWDEEPIS YOURLOVE " J Dru Hill (Dutch/N-tity/Campbell) EMl/WC/VaHous ICoi Island Black Music CID 725/CIS 725 (F) isins/Ruffin/Campbell/Andrews/Nobte) -/12IS 725   ! 
4g 32 3 WHAT'S YOUR SIGN^ c | Sony S2 6665162/6665164 (SM) ̂ ^.zzizè 
ni praflTHE FLAME STILL BURNS ■ ' Jimmv Nail Wilh Sirange Fruit (LangeryWinstanley) S London L0NCD 420/LONCS 420 (F) omerset/EMI (Jones/Fredericksen/Oillord) -/- '.1 i zr" 710 3, 5GYMANDTONICO HO Spacedust (Spacedust) EMI/MCA (Spacedust) East West EW188CD/EW188C m zrziZa 
49 EHŒK^—OIB. WEA WEA179CD/WEA 179C (W) j'Aie) -/WEA 179T  a CO , ALL BOUT THE MONEY Columbia6665662^665664(SMI JW " Meia (Carr) Lacarr/MCA (Meja/Carr) 51 39 5 MORE THAN A WOMAN ^ Virgin VSCDT1707/VSC 1707 |E) 
c*) 2S ? ON THE TOP OF THE WORLD Positivacdtivioo/tctivioo(E) Dwa Surprise featurinq Georq.a Jones (Taieb) Scorpio/MCA/EMI (Morali/Belolo/Taiebl -/IZIIVIOO 

54 sic RENCD 002/- (ADD) 
55 m™ LOVE ONCE AGAIN 
56 - RCA 74321622442/74321622444IBMGI 

3 GUESS I WAS A POOL NorthwestsideJ«2162I202^432162|1194(BMG) Q 57 43 " I£gl Garàm (Rshert EMIW^/tol * 
58 4 

Mauerick W 0458CD/W 0458C (W| 59 3 iija WIJ 86CDAVIJ 86CIV) 
60 csa^S 
61 4 

62 ' 
25 
26 

4 LITTLE BIT OF LOVIN' i ' n J t u|4 Fjçlt „pul i lu i1 Ci ml 

27 
28 i 

6 MY FAVOURITE GAME 

29 j 
30 3 Epie 6664752/6664754/-/- (SM) 
31 
32 28 

@ 3334 

13433 

135° 
36 
37 

15no maherwhat* Polydor 5675672/5675684 |F) 

md C1D711/CIS 711 (F) 
'eople/BMG 74321621742/74321621734 IBMGI 

64 43 REM IMcCarthy/REM) Warner-Chapp 
6THE FIRST NIGHT cil IBuck/MillsrbPpel Rowdy/Arista 7432I6I934W43216IM34IBMG) 

65 Cl gCOME^ON^^^^ RCA 74321634722/7432)634724 IBMGI à) Wamer-Chappell IDie Arttst) 
6658 „ EVERYBODY GETUP f RCA 74321613752/74321613754 IBMGI 
6752 ,2finallyfoundo Honeyt (Steve Levine) PolyGranVlst / Ist Avenue/Mercury HNZCD 1/HNZMC 1 |FI 
68 3 6SM0KE RCA 7432I62I942/74321621944 (8MGI /Windswept Pacific (Imbmglia/Bronlaawee) / 
69 48 , FRIEND OF MINE Island Black«MciO723/CIS 723/-/12IS723(F) Valk, Pnro 11 n„h'<menr/.lnrtlanl MCAAMedstveat PaciEcrSonv A1V/WC IPiice/JordenAValter/Dentl 
70 CEI LONaiNES^IS GONE Virgin VSCDT1696/VSC 1698 (E) er-Chappeil (Backlordl -/VST 1696 
71 'I ,, BOOTIE CALL Ail Saints (Gordon) MCA/EMI (Lewis/ London LONCO 415/LONCS 415 IF) 
72 CI JjljS MINUTES tai ^Elektra E ^MCD/E 3803C/7E 38MTIWI 
73 48 2 YOU GOT^ME ^ /Leve[)l Mushroom MUSH 33CDS/MUSH 33MCSI3MV/PI 
74 CI ™W1DE PRAIRIE ParlophoneCDR6510/rCR6510(El Unda McCartnev (Paul McCartney) MPL lUnda McCatmev) BPD 6510/- 1 1A7AMT vnn Rflric n UirninVSCDT17l6AlSC1716(E) i 
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ALL THE CHARTS 

EXPOSURE 

->é 
21 NOVEMBER 1998 

I 3 TitlB Artist 1 OUTSIDE George Miel 4 SWEETEST THING U2 □3 THANK U Alanis Mori: 7 THE FIRST NIGHT Moi 

10 ESI BEUEVECher 

THE BOX  H 
! 3 Tttio Artist ESI TRAGEDYSteps £33 1 LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME Boyzon 1 UNTIL THE TIME ISTHROUGHFive □33 OUTSIDE George Michael 5 HEARTBEAT Sleps 3 MY HEART WILL GO ON Celine Dion O UP AND DOWN Vengaboys 2 ONE FOR SORROW Steps 7 TELL ME MA Shamrock FO MISS A THING Aero 

| TAKE ME THERE Blac 3 W1LDSTYLE Porn Kin 3 MIAMI Will Smith 
3 IWANT YOU Savage Garden 3 BUILD ME UP BUTTERCUP The Foundat ) THE POWER OF GOOD-BYE Madonn 3 MOVE MANIA Sashl feat. Shannon SWEETHEART Jermaine Dupri feat. □ BIG BIG WORLD Emilia 

TOP OF THE POPS 

@:uk 

THE PEPSI CHART 
(s) The Tlmo l& Through Fiv 

RADIO ONE PLAYLISTS 
avage Garden; Miami Will Smith: Gc 

RADIO TWO Mlfyiîl 

aln Eagle-Eye Cherry; 

ESMutr 

MTV UK 
PLAYLISTS 

AMERICAN 
CHARTWATCH 

by ALAN JONES 
w 

Dre than 16m copies of Jagged Pill sold in America, the industry osis for Alanis Morissette's ss sky-high, with the more rs suggesting it could sell 

an album bv a woman since SoundScan starteo compiimg accurate sales data in 1991, beating the 422,000 mark set by Lauryn Hill earlier this year. U2,s The Best Of 1980-1990 & The B-Sides was a worthy but distant runner-up to Morissette, selling 237,000 copies. With Celine Dion's seasonal album These Are Spécial Times new at four, the urban Belly soundtrack in at five and hardeore rapstress Mia X surfacing at number seven with Marna Drama. half of the Top 10 is new. Phll Collins' Hits album holds at number 28 and leads the Brit pack, closely followed by the Rolllng Stones' No Security, which débuts at number 34. The Stones' sixth 12 

charted live album, it sold 38,000 copies. Two other albums by UK artists made their Top 100 débuts - The Masterplan by Oasis bows at number 51 and John Lennon's Anthology creeps in under the wire at number 99. The Oasis album sold 31,000, while the Lennon set found 17.000 takers - though, as a four-CD set selling for about $60 (ifs listed at $72.98) it raised more than $lm at retail. The Bee Gees' One Night Only sold slightly fewer and debuted at 109, With a total of 23 new entries - the biggest intake of 1998 - several albums tumbled heavily, with REM's Up sliding 3-16, Phish's Story Of The Ghost slumping 8-65 and Black Sabbath's Reunion freefalling 33-70. AH Saints' self-titled début somehow managed to swim against the tide, and 
32nd chart appearance. The group's Never Ever dips 17-22 but remains the star performer among singles by UK acts, while Five's Ifs The Things You Do moves 77-65 and Cleopatra's Life Ain't Easy remains stalled at number 81. 

INTERNATIONAL PROFILE: 
CHER 

by PAUL WILLIAMS 
It is difficult to imagine how Rob Oickins could have corne up with a better parting gift to Warner than helping to turn Cher back into a fully-fledged. top-selllng star. Diokins, who leaves his post as Warner chairman at the end of the year, initiated and was executive producer of the UK-signed aefs Believe album, which has not only spawned one of the UK's biggest hits of the year, but is now building into a huge smash across Europe and beyond. "He's a very happy man, Mr Dickins," says WEA's head of international Hassan Choudhury who, just over a week ago, completed a 16-dayjaunt around Europe with Cher, which saw her appearing on a strlng of high-rating TV shows. While TV has played an important part, Choudhury notes it Is radio which has turned the album's title track into such a big hit. passionately " he says. "I s old route o embraced by radi plain and simply i Tellingly, the vit just been comple strength to a campaign which currently has 

the single sitting at one in Denmark, two in both Austria and Germany and three in Switzerland. The album, meanwhile, lastweek climbed to one in Austria, entered the German chart at nine and moved up to 16 in Spain to put it well on course to surpassing the 800,000 global sales of Cher's last album. Her awards tally to date on the new album includes gold dises in Austria, Denmark and Germany. "We are looking at possibly doing a million albums this side of Christmas," says Choudhury. Cher's promotional schedule presentiy has her in the States where she is undertaking a sériés of high-profile TV appearances, including David Letterman, Jay Leno and Entertainment Tonight. Choudhury says radio there is also beginning strongly to support the single which is released tomorrow (Tuesday), a week after the release of the album. US commitments will take her up to the end of the year with a return to Europe in February when a second single, quite possibly Strong Enough, will be released. IV1USIC WEEK 21 NOVEMBER 1998 
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RADIO ONE 
1 WOULD YOU...7 Touch & Go (OvaWÎI t ! BELIEVE CharlWEA) , 1 IF YOU BUY... îhe Tampa-er feat. Maya IZomba) 1 GANGSTER TRIPPIN' folboy S im ISVmll 1 2 FALLING IN LOVE AGAIN EagloEyeCher^iPa^dctt I i SWEETEST THING U2 (isianco , o MYFAVOURITEGAœgCï^iStcdAcWP^r) t 6 THE BARTENDER AND THE THIEF SimoptaKipni i « THANK U Alanis Morissene (Mavericic/flBprise) 1 > OUTSIDE George Michaol (Epie) 1 
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AT A GLANCE WEEKLY MARKET SHARES 
TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE CROUPS 

:M. The Puise: ViKing FM. Viri 1215; Wish 102.4FM: Xfm. 
TOP 10 GROWERS 
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TOP 10 MOST ADDED 
1 GOODBYE Spice Girls (Virgin) 58 2 DAYOREAMIN' Tatyana Ali (MJJ/Epic) 56 3 WAR OF NERVES AH Saints (London) 45 } GIRLS NIGHT OUT Aida (Wildstar) 20 5 WHEN YOU'RE GONE Bryan Adams With Melanie C. (A&M/Mercury) 55 î HEARTBEAT Steps (Jive) 49 1 ALWAYS HAVE, ALWAYS W1LL Ace Of Base (London)19 î THE POWER OF GOOD-BYE Madonna (Maverick) 34 

34 | 34 

43 I 7 
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1)2 are backing a label, Kitchen Recordings, which bas euolued Irom their famed club The Kitchen in Dublin. The label was launched last week with a party at Ibe club which was broadcast live on the internet. The label's first release isa12-inch uinyl-only single, Rob Rowland's 'Ground Zéro'. Rowland was nominated as the best live dance act at this year's | Hot Press Awards. The label will te managed by Reggie Manuel, I who says that U2 will be doing than just providing finance tchen Recordings. "Bono I and The Edge bave a direct rôle in I overseeing the running of the " label and will be involved in the sélection of artisls," be says. The formation of the label rellects the growth of the Irish dance scene which is now producing a new génération of producers and artisls. "We felt we could no longer ignore the quality of dance music being produced in Ireland," says Manuel. "The lime bas corne to make it accessible to the rest of the world." While Rowland's record is techno, the label will not restrict itself to any one genre. Manuel says, "The Kitchen club itself moves from techno to drum & bass to bouse depending on the night. We feel thaï we can reflect this variety of styles in the label using the overriding guide of quality dance music." Kitchen Recordings' website can be (oued al www.the-kilchen.com. 

i? ANDY HORSFIELO & JAMES 

PETE TON 

davelambert 
in talks over 
am:pmrole 

negotiations with Island but refused to comment further. 
;e imprint 

Dave Lambert, Positiva's head of A&R, looked set to complété negotiations last 
former A&M dance imprint AM:PM. It is understood that he will be in place at Island for the first week of December. AM:PM moved to Island following the closure of A&M as a standalone label earlier in the year - a move which also led to the departure of AMiPM's then label head Simon Dunmore, AM:PM has been one of the most successful major label dance imprints of the past two years, racking up huge hits with acts such as Ultra Nate and Mousse T vs Hot'n'Juicy. When contacted by RM, Lambert (pictured below) confirmed that he was in 

the EMI dai Positiva sir inception in 1994, helping set up the label with Nick Halkes. Positiva has enjoyed a string of dance hits with acts such as Reel II Real, Barbara Tucker and DJ Quicksilver. An insider says, "It's a smart move for both sides, Dave would have always played second fiddle at Positiva and AM:PM needs someone with a track record to slep into Dunmore's 
Another factor in the move is understood to have been Lambert's good working relationship with the US indie Strictly Rhythm from whom AMrPM's most successful artist, Ultra Nate, is licensed. While AMrPM's future at Island is settled, there Is no news as yet of whaf changes - if any - will take place at PolyGram's and Universal's other dance imprints following the merger of the two corporations. 
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3 beat ends 
deal with 

northwestside 

Leading Liverpool independent dance label 3 Beat Records and BMG imprint Nortliwestside 
their three-year licensing deal. The split was amicable and cornes after 3 Beat supplied Northwestside with a number of minor chart hits from artists such as Isba D, Powerhouse and CLS. 3 Beat first worked with Northwestside directors Christian Tattersfield and Nick Raphaël while they were at ffrr, which licensed Lisa Marie Experience's Top 10 hit 'Keep On Jumpin' from the Liverpool indie in 1995. However, ' e deal with Northwestside failed to resuit in a hit of the me proportions. Michelle Woolf, 3 Beat's label manager, says, "The split is totally amicable and is a joint décision between ourselves.and Northwestside. 3 Beat feels that with the way the music industry is at the moment we'd like to go 

3 Beat's first independent Atlantic's T Know' and Triple S's 'Whoomp'. The label will also be doing a compilation with Liverpool ILR Radio City ' concentrating on its subsidiary label Glow. 

■pimn «1* worthing 

[7 DAYS IN DANCÊ] 

' andy horsfieRT&J 
"Tjesday: ' from the . ■ " m : rang up with L _ a update on things in the Far Easl. Also, talked to ■ m / finalise dates for the forthcommg CD J ( 
he's qoing to do for us which should be out in January. Then spoke to AUX w .u. rniiv ne un wtewtnRtfll Rlfî which we're inv 

UIIUI I UUUII Ground floor, 7 High Street, Worthing BN11 INY, tel/fax: 01903 200515 Pure Plastic is Worfhtng's only specialist vlnyt store, specialising in underground dance. "We tend to sleer clear ol the more mainstream dance labels, golng really lefltield so that OJs can find somelhing a bit more inleresling," says co-owner flussell Slalner, who runs the shop with partner Léo Sicllla. The besl-selling dance genres at Pure Plastic are hard house and Irance, and the shop has also siarled doing well with Prench disco house. "We tend to sell a lot ol Irance on import, from Dutch labels like Contour and Bonzai. German label Dos Or Die and UK stuff on Addltive," says Slainer. "We run a promo nighl. Silling Pretty, once a month al the Q Club playing uplitling hard house and Irance, and people corne in and buy the stull theyhearus play." Tracks doing well al the moment indude French tunes 'Drop The Bomb' by SUPERFUHK on Fiat Lux and 'Give Me Some Love' by WIGWAM on Nu Tone, and on the Irance side 'Eden' by IRON GATE on Addillve and Solar Flare' by MERIDIAN on Green Martian are entrent best sellors. Pure Plastic reconlly increased Its iislening boolhs (o tour and has expanded Ils range of merchandising to include record boxes, bags and slyli. 

r MEMORIAL G1G which we're involved with. Wednesday: 
gotthe last of the stock of our 'Sasha - San Francisco' CD to t at . Had a conférence call with aiCARDO from TifSiV îECCROS in l f and Ml . at rwILOmNEW YORK about a party in late November for the release of JOHN OICWEtfTs album in the US, Thursday: travelled to DUNDEE with NICK WARREN for a Global Underground club tour date. Nick played a blinder and we overdid it with the liquid 'Rock Star'. Friday; woke up with a hangover. Orove to NOT TIMGHAM and heard PET E TOND play PINK BOMB's 'Attershock' on : , our singles label. Arnvedat -in ■ fora tourdate.He signed posters while we gave away CDs. Salurday: did some clothes shopping in Nottingham then we left for l iVERPOOl. where Sasha was playing at CREAM. A guy offered us £50 for a Sasha CD but we'd given our supplies away to young ladies by then. Sunday: home to ;IEWCASTLE. Mucked around in the studio and then went to the pub. Monday: Organised compétitions with for .. . 's show. Finalised deal to supply music from our Quad label to software house E UT ECHNYX for their Playstation game 'Max Power'. Then in the studio to finish the next FOC i H single for our SOOED label." 

h Former Grid mernber Richard Norris (pictured) has I joined Creation's dance label Eruption to act as ■ A&R consultant. The rele came about lollowing a 1 meeting several weeks ago with Création boss Alan I McGee, who used to manage The Grid in 1990. "I I bave been (riends with Richard for 10 years," he I says. "I want Eruption ta take chances and put out \ challenging leftfield records, and I think Richard ;an help us do this." Norris is justifiably excited about bis rote to aise the prolile of the label. "My aim is to sign a et of good quality dance music, regardless ol ■ genre," he says. "l've already got iots of projecls I in the pipeline ranging from pumping house I through to a whole cross-section of styles, and 're hoping to see the first releases by early ■ spring next year." I Among these are an American breakbeat OJ - | someone Norris describes as a "young genius" who I as been making film soundtracks and some New ' York-style lour-to-the-lloor house music. "Basically I know loads of musicians, helh here and in New York, and I also have a few scouts looking out (or things in New York," says Norris. "I do have l a strong iink with New York, hut the music can corne from anywhere." Since The Grid disbanded, Norris has been working with numerous bands including Elastica, ; doing remixes and working with his new band, Gold Star, who will be releasing material on a | major label in the New Year. ' Norris, who can be contacted on 0421 590 870 or 0171-460 0059, joins Kris Needs, who will : continue as an A&R consultant as well as running the lahel's club nights. The next Eruption party is on November 27 at 333 Old Street, London, and will feature Barry Ashworth, Irvine Welsh, Agent Dan i and DAUE the Drummer. 

KOHÎRABAND 
Basement B1,9 Hoxton Square, London NI 6NU, tel: 0171-739 0068, fax 0171 729 0823, e-mail: tracy@kontraband.co.uk HISTDBY: Kontraband has established itself as a 

crédible independent dance label since being set up by Tracy Cunlitfe, former A&R manager with Dr Bob Jones' Black On Black label, just over a year ago. Being headquartered in   Square, epicentre of London's créative hotbed, certainly helps, as has Cunliffe's commitment to supporting new and established artists with a twist to their repertoire, encouraging them to play live and release albums. Cunliffe's anti-pigeon-holing philosophy has resulted in a roster which defies définition. New acts to be launched by the label include the Aloha Pussycats with their new disco beats, tech-funksters Big Flair, 

funkadelic outfit The White Rabbit and beat-based El Barrilo, while established artists such as Rocky & Diesel, Crispin J Glover and Ben Chapman have ail released or remixed for Kontraband. A milestone release for the label was its fourth offering, Bronx Dogs' 'Tribute To Jazzy Jay', released to dancefloor acclaim in February. SPECIALIST AREAS: High-grade house with bip hop sensibilities and genre busting 'beach beat' KEY ARTISTS: The Aloha Pussycats, The While Rabbit, Big Hair, El Barrilo, Rocky & Diesel, Ben Chapman (aka Bill, Ben & 

Baggio/Hal 9000/Freewheelin' Franklin/Ramshacke), Nikel LAST THREE RELEASES: '10 Seconds Silence' The White Rabbit; 'Moore GroovesTOut Of Space' Rocky & Diesel; 'Beat-nik d EP' Varions COMING UP: Kontraband's début album 'Bea-tnik d' featuring Kontraband's rosier; 'The Show' Big Hair with Terry Francis RETAILER'S VIEW: "Good to see an independent label pushing forward new and established talent in London via a constant string of releases with their own concept and style in mind" - Pete Herbert, Atlas Records, London 
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[BEATS&PIECES] 
Remember where you heard it firsl: A major dance indie is being very proactive In ils attempts to lure an established dance A&R person over the River Thames to bolster its staff. The current uncertainly in the majors is seeing a number of high-profile A&Rs weighing up the benefils of a Bakerloo line tube pass...lt was with great sadness that we learned of the death of DJ TON BOUTHIER who 

was a regular oii the mid-Nineties ho alongside brother Jerry playing at clubs such as the Velvet Underground, Golden, Miss Moneypenny's, the Lakota and Malibu Stacey. Having moved to New York a short time ago, it appears that 27-year-old Bouthier took his own life. A mémorial service will be held in Paris shorlly. Messages of condolence can be faxed to the Bouthier family on 00 331 45 46 28 99... SAINTED PR, who handle promotion foracts such as Air, Daft Punk, the Freestylers and Massive Attack, have moved and can now be (ound al The 

Workplace, 105 Ladbrooke Grove, London W11 ■ 1PG, tel; 0171-616 8410, fax: 0171-616 8411,..The f ; full release of ClOOK's version of 'Blâme It On The ; Boogie' will have many DJs turning crimson when ; ■ they realise just exactly which act is responsible p for that white label they've been playing. An ; anonomous 'bootleg' mix was sent out of the track i featuring a dub foilov/ed by a full Clock promo s featuring that mix and more commercial ones bearing the name Clock. Surprise, surprise the , . Clock promo was roundly ignored while the \ bootleg met praise... 

Two significant things define this week's Dance Airplay 40. The first i the highest amount of new entries 
new number one.PRAS' 'Blue Angels', which has disnlaced STARDUST after a umuddaieakino 11 weeks at the top. Strangely enough, 'MusicSounds Better.,; was the only tune strong enough to push Pras's Ghetto Supastar' otf pôle position back in August, where it had spent five weeks, previously a very respectable reign at the top before French house started setting new records. Highest of the seven new entries is LOVESTATION's 'Sensuality' on Fresh, in at 21 and being championed by Galaxy 101 in Bristol, Galaxy 102 in Manchester, Choice Birmingham and Vibe FM. Also new this week are: BLACKSIV1ITH & IVIYA's Take Me There' at 28. TATYANA ALI's 'Daydreamin' at 30; EN UOGUE's 'Hold On', back with Tuff Jam remixes, at 31; 

P RUFF DRIVERZ VS ARROLA's 'Dreaming' at 35; | SASH! FEAT. SHANNON's 'Move Mania' at 37; ] and R KELLY FEAT. KEITH MURRAY's 'Home f Alone' at 38, Also back in at 24 is WYCLEF/QUEEN's 'Another One Bites The Dusf. Kiss FM has iaunched its third annual Kiss 100 House Challenge to raise money for homeless young people. This year the station and Centrepoint have joined forces with Sainsburys, asking Londoners to donate old dothes by depositing them in transit vans in selected Sainsburys car parks. Last year's House Challenge raised more than El 50,000 for Centrepoint's hostels, and this year the aim is to exceed this amount, "Homelessness is a serious issue in London, especially among young people," says Kiss 100 marketing manager Neil Russell. "The last few years of the Kiss 100 House Challenge have proved that our listeners care enough to do something about it." The House Challenge runs until after Christmas. 
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The SIICCGSS stories of 1998 

The 10 seliing dance compilation album sales of 1998 

The lO top seliing dance singles of 1998 
  Disco 2000 

ihusieweek 
Be part of Music Week's end of year dance spécial. Call James Lewis on 0171 620 3636 for détails. 
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and D'Angelo's Prince-style, super-chilled vocals ride that groove neatly, making the album a more mouthwatering prospect than sucking an Opal Fruit! 

iRAE & CHRISTIAN 'SPELLBOUND' (GRAND CENTRAL) (SOUL) ] BAfter the recent spate of magazine front covers and a frenzy of média hype, th ■ standout single from the 'Northern Sulphuric Soûl' album clearly shows why thel on is justified: the Mancunian-based production team have written a Bdecent song which actually has melody. Complementing a flowing flûte and the ■ subséquent Hubert Laws Trying To Get That Feeling Again' sample are Veba's Bvocals, particularly the plaintive "You got me, you got me...so hooked upon Byour love". Aim's remix of 'Anything U Want' features samples from the ■ Alkaholiks' 'Next Level' and Cold Blood's 'I Love You More Than You'll Ever ■ Know" and guest raps from Q-Ball and Curt Cazal. • • • • • JH 
SHIRO FEAT, LORD TARIQ 'GOOD LOVE' (NOO TRYBE US PROMO) (R&B) The previous single 'I Like' (taken from the 'Caught Up' OST and featuring MC Lyte) never saw an officiai release, so let's hope this gets the exposure it deserves as it's an awesome piece of wax, Containing chopped-up éléments of Kool & The Gang's mellow classic 'Summer Madness', the track is as juicy as it gets. Lord Tariq rhymes on a single verse to enhance impact. But ultimately it is Shiro's gorgeous vocal tones that shine through and touch the soul on this super-smooth groove. Watch out for her forthcoming album 'Life Goes On'. •••••• RH 
B1LLIE 'SHE WANTS YOU' (INNOCENT) (HOUSE) In similar commercial vein to the Morales mixes of Mariah Carey, Erick Morillo transforms a blatant pop track into a club eut wilh his chunky and funky cowbell- tinkling mix that cornes with a full vocal mix and a 'Subliminal' dub, Meanwhile, Cevin Fisher delivers a darker house sound and Sharp's mix is swooshing synth- washing dirty disco. • • • JH 
BRENDA DURIVIANN 'LOVE IS ALL AROUND' (PRELUDE) (GARAGE) The pioneering dance label of the Seventies and Eighties is back with double-pack. An extremely catchy song with strong crossover possibilities is given a classy production from ex-Ten Citymember Byron Burke. Complété with a jazz instrumental, a deeper dub and a rave mix, this is pop dance at its finest. With hooks that stay with you for days, this is crying out for your attention. • • • • • JN 
D'ANGELO 'DEVIL'S PIE' (VIRGIN US PROMO) (R&B) D'Angelo plus DJ Premier equals phatness beyond belief. This is an équation not to be messed with, as featured on the absolutely brimant 'Belly' OST and also D'Angelo's forthcoming 'Voodoo' album. 'Devil's Pie' is raw as far as musical content goes, consisting of only breakbeats, a cycled bassline, sound effects and mad Primo scratches, but it works like a dream 

SOUL HOOLIGAN 'SWEET PEA' (FRESKANOVA) (BEATS) Following furiously in the footsteps of label-mates Freestylers are Soul Hooligan who, apart from remixing the former's latest single, dellver the perfect complément to 'Rockafeller Skank' with a similar 'Ready Steady Go' twangy Sixties feel. 'Mohawk'/'Champ' stabs and a sighing 'Sweet Pea' hook punctuate the seven-inch mix whereas the Plump DJ's mix is rawer breakbeat. Bonus track 'Ride The Pony' is another gem with its frantic pace and "The beat kicks then I start rockin'" sample. • • • • 
ADAM F 'BRAND NEW FUNK' (V REC0RD1NGS) (DRUM & BASS) Moonlighting from his major label deal, Adam F contributes this track to the forthcoming 'Planet V album - and a stormer it is too. A monstrous bassline, swaying synths and dramatic keyboard stabs are deftly blended to create a track worthy of its title, The accompanying DJ Suv mix cleverly cuts up the bass and keyboards while adding tougher beats. • • « ® BB 
ATMOSFEAR 'DANCING IN OUTER SPACE' (DISORIENT) (HOUSE) This latest release in the Atmosfear remixing project brings things full circle, with the London group's 1979 classic getting the treatment from fellow dub disco pioneer François Kervorkian. The end resuit does not quite live up to the sum of its parts (or last year's MAW remixes for that matter), However, the combination of crisp Nineties disco beats with those familiar horn riffs is still a certified winner, while the flip's 'Spaced Ouf dubs things up in homage to the original frippy B-side 'Outer Space'. • • • • AB 
IAN POOLEY 'WHAT'S YOUR NUMBER' (V2) (HOUSE) In its original mix this is a submerged breakbeat late-night affair, reminiscent of Underground Solution's 'Luv Dancin'. Bob Sinclar's Paradise Mix overlays a "And for my next number" hook and a "World of music" sample over a Hamilton Bohannon-ish bouncy disco mood. Jazzanova's mix is choppier, using the female "Things change..xall me" sample and Swag FM also offer a take. • • • • JH 
THORNETTA 'SHOULD DA BEEN U' (SOMA) (GARAGE) The début release from Thornetta is a funky affair produced by Scott Grooves. This cover of Gwen Guthrie's Eighties classic is given enough snap, tickle and pop to send it hurtling onto today's dancefloors. A raw filtered dub mix from man of the moment Eddie Amador, and a deep and smooth rendition from Détroit techno dude Alton Miller, help make this a worthwhile purchase. • • • • • JN 
INTERFEARANCE 'ALL DAY' (ELECTRONICALLY ENHANCED) (HOUSE) This is a major leap forward for Interfearance, retaining their inventiveness but considerably increasing their dancefloor appeal. 'Ail Day' builds strangely, but once it hits its stride after the guitar breakdown there is no stopping its warped disco charge. The flip's 'Ail Nighf is an off-kilter take using the same guitar theme in reverse and a 7/8 time signature that is a nightmare to mix but is worth the effort. • • • • AB 

SI BEGG/A1 PEOPLE 'B BOY OF TOMORROW'/'STRAWHEAD' (HYDROGEN DUKEBOX) (BREAKBEAT) These fwo tracks have been lifted from the forthcoming 'Track Further Funk' compilation that is due soon on Hydrogen Oukebox. Si Begg offers a quirky mid-tempo hip hop instrumental with crazy sample licks and tough raw-edged beats. Meanwhile, electro masters A1 People weigh in with their freakiest number to date, mixing old skool jazz-funk licks and smooth-tlowing rhythms. Jusl what the doctor ordered. • • • • DM 
SCOTT GROOVES 'MOTHERSHIP RE-CONNECTION' (SOMA) (HOUSE) Scott Grooves' choice'of covers and samples may lack originality, but you cannot deny their 
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BAD GIRLS (FUNK FORCE MIXES)/! LIKE (POWER II MOVE MIXES) Juliel Roberis Delirious SHE WANTS Y0U (ERICK M0RILL0/CEVIN FISHER/SHARP MIXES Blllle In e„ Y0U SH0ULD BE... (BL0CSTER MIX) Blocster Sound 01 Ev MANDRAXffEPE BRA00CK MIXES) Presence (ealurino Sham Nelson PaBali DA-F0RCE (ALAN TH0MPS0N/SHARP/SKINKY PINK MIXES) Bedlam Plavnla GETTING AWAY WITH II (R0LL0 MIXES) The Egg FUNKY LOVE (MATT DAREY/TROUSER ENTHUSIASTS/SPREADLOVE MIXES) Kavana Viroin G0NNA MAKE YA MOVE (DON T STOP!) (SC0RCCI0/PINK MIXES) Plok flctiv 10 THE LEFT (J0NESEY MIXES) Blake Williams Cleveland Cilv NEVER L0ST HIS HARDC0RE (SHARP/BABY 00C/KNUCKLEHEADZ/FL00RPLAY MIXES) NRG Banana D0WN ON THE STREET (T0MTHUMB MIXES) D'Sound p0|vt|0r PUT YOUR HANDS UP (OJ OISCIPLE/ORIGINAliCAJUAN J DUFFER SWIFT1WOODY VAN EYDEN/DJ TONKA MIXES) Blatk 8 Wbite Brolbets Club Tools CRITICIZE '98 (YOJO WORKING MIXES) Yolo Working lealuring Alexander O'Neal One World Entertainmenl/Posilivitv THE WORD Dope Smugglaz Pertecto UP AND DOWN (ORIGINAUTIN TIN OUT/JOHAN S/SANTOS MIXES) Vengaboys Positiva IGOT THE FEELING (FRANK O'MOIRAGHI/FPI PROJECT MIXES) Il Jam Mo's Music Machine THE HOOK (RADICAL PLAYAZffOBACCO BOYS/DAVE AUDEmUFF DRIVERZ MIXES) Radical Playaz Duly Free GONNA LOSE MY LOVE (SUNDANCE MIXES) Overground Werx Slamm/Pioneer PLEASURE '98 (MARC ANDREWS/DAX/D-BOP MIXES) Marc Andrews Flotl DISCO BABES FROM OUTER SPACE (LANGE/CHOO CHOO VS PIANOHEADZ/BURGER OUEEN/ORIGINAL MIXES) Babe Inslincl Positiva FUNKY GROOVE (RHYTHM MASTERS/JUDGE JULES MIXES) Untidy DJs Manilesto CLAP YOUR HANDS (BULLETPROOF/KADOC MIXES) Kadoc DREAMING (RUFF DRIVE RZ/LANGE MIXES) Rull Driverz presenls Arrola MADNESS THING (BREAKNECK/SHARK TANK/FUNK FORCE MIXES) Lellani TOUT EST BLEU (FRANÇOIS KEVORKIAN/ATTABOY/OMID NOURIZEDEH MIXES) Ame Strong POWER WOMAN (VENGA BOYS/KLUBBHEADS MIXES) Mark Van Dale with Enrico Club Tools MIAMI (JASON NEVINS MIXES) Will Smilh VENUS - SUNSHINE PEOPLE (DJ GREGORY/MOUSSE T MIXES) Cheek IFEEL GOOD THINGS FOR YOU (ALAN BRAXE/KEVIN YOST/RESTLESS SOUL MOVEMENT MIXES) Daddy's Favourite Go.Beat IF YOU COULD READ MY MIND (HEX HECTOR/STEVE 'SILK' HURLEY MIXES) Stars On 54 Tommy Boy PULVERTURM (ORIGINAL/DJ TOMCRAFT MIXES) Nieis Van Gogh Kosmo/Logic TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME (ROLLO & SISTER BLISS/16Ct/GRANT NELSON MIXES) Failhless Cheeky FRIDAY NIGHT (K-KLASS/PHAT N' PHUNKY/JUPITER 6/STEVE MORLEY MIXES) Phal N' Phunky présent Rozalla Riversal WHAT'S YOUR NAME (BOB SINCLAR/JAZZANOVA/SWING FM MIXES) lan Pooley V2 BODYGUARD (YOU CAN CALL ME AL) (BOOKER ÏÏSTHPCHILD & MVP MIXES) Ghosl Charm/Jel Star EACH TIME (FUNK FORCE/SUNSHIP/SOLID GROOVE/K-GEE MIXES) E-17 Telstar BIG BIG WORLD Emilia RodeoAJniversal U TOOK MY LOVE (SPIRITUAL MASTERS/EDDY FINGERS/JONESY MIXES) Spiritual Masters Heat Recordings SUNRISE (CEVIN FISHER/RICHIE PHIFER/95 NORTH MIXES) Cevln Fisher presenls The Dream featuring Kenard Twisted UK MOVE MANIA (SASHI/JOHN B NORMAN MIXES) Sash! (ealuring Shannon INSANITY (OCEANIC/CHASE/WAYNE G/SUBSYMPHONIC MIXES) Oceanic I IWANT YOUR LOVIN' (A&G/SCOTT B MIXES) Addams & Gee lealuring Gwen Oickey FIRE Mankey SENSUALITY (LOVESTATION/FLAVA 2 FLAVA/FUTURE FUNK MIXES) Loveslalion TRAX ON THE ROCKS VOLUME 2 Thomas Bangalter R IF YOU BUY THIS RECORD YOUR LIFE WILL BE BETTER (SHARP/DOPE SMUGGLAZ/ORIGINAL MIXES) The Tamperer lealuring Maya Pepper THE LATIN THEME Cari Cox HIGHER LOVE Brian Chambers JOYIS FREE (NYLON/TROUSER ENTHUSIASTS MIXES) Dive DARN COLD WAY 0' LOVING (HARVEY/ORIGINAL MIXES) Super Collider FOREVER Next Génération IT FERS SO GOOD (SONIQUE/SONIQUE VS. COMMIE MIXES) Sonique Serions DEEP HOUSE (UNTIDY DUB/PAUL KINGTZND STAGE/BRUCE WAYNE MIXES) Triple J Southeasl RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW (INDUSTRY STANDARD/CLINICAL RISE/K-GEE/SEANIE B MIXES) Fierce Wildslar YOU DONT KNOW (MA.SAONDON CONNECTION/BELOVEO MIXES) Mass Syndicale lealuring Su Su Bobien tlrr THE ROOF IS ON FIRE (STRETCH & VERNILOW SPIRIT/WESTBAIWUNTIDY DUBS MIXES) Weslbam Logic/Low Spirit EURODISCO (MICHALE K1LKIE/JAS0N FAMOUS & BOB KRAUSHAAR7PETE GLEADALL MIXES) Bis Wiiija ALRIGHT (HEX HECTOR/CLUB 69/LIQUID GROOVE MIXES) Club 69 lealuring Suzanne Palmer Twisted UK PUYIN'WITH MY MIND House OtGlass Azuli TOUCH IT Monilah  Univensal 

[commentary]| byalan jones No change ai the top of IheB chart. with JULIET ROBERTsI fending otf a formidable* challenge from both BILLIE, v/ho moves 5-2 with 'She Wants You', and BLOCSTER, aka DJ Brandon Block, who celebrates his number 27 position in CUmagazine's ranking of the world's Top 100 DJs by debuting at number three with 'You Should Be...' As mentioned last week, Juliet Roberts has had an unprecedented seven number ones - but none of them has registered the level of support that 'Bad Girls'/T Like' bave this week-and she really needed ail that support, because Billie and Blocster register greater DJ action than any of this year's previous number two and three hits. Billie would have been number one every week since 20 June with the support she has this week. She is also number one on the Pop Tlp chart, and her overall support is higher than for any other record this week. Incidentally, I did Billie a disservice last week when I suggested 'She Wants You' was her first club hit - 'Because We Want To' had an upfront chart peak of 23 in May, thanks to Tall Paul's mixes. And more apologies are due to OCEANIC, whose Tnsanity' jumps 51-41 upfront and 22-10 Pop Tip this week -1 inadvertently credited the record to AU Around The World last week. In fact, the track - a remix of their 1991 number three hit - is available for licenslng from Oceanic Productions on 0151-709 8811... Aside from the Blocster single - a Bee Gees remake discussed more fully in the Pop Tip commentary - the only other new enlry in the Top 10 also revisits the golden era of disco - it's 'Da- Force', BEDLAM's revamp of the Real Thing hit 'Can You Feel The Force', which has been the subject of at least four previous revivais in recent years, though none has fared quite as well as the Bedlam version. As with the Blocster single, it's a DJ who is behind the record, in this case Trade's Alan Thompson... If it seems that old retainers are hanging on better than normal this week, it's not just an illusion - this week's chart turnover is down to its second lowest level of the year, with the lead-in required 
then 

T 

w records mailed in the past week or re scheduled for release at the end of this year, or the start of 1999, which explains their scarcity. 
effectiveness. This follow-up to Grooves' Lonnie Liston Smith cover 'Expansions' uses chunks of live Funkadelic and Parliament recordings to generate some very funky four-to-the-floor fun. The Daft Punk remix has been rocking the nation with its electro-fied intro, mad breakdowns and bumping 

boogie main theme. On the second half of the double-pack promo, Slam take things deeper with a couple of cool tech-house treatmenls, while Funk D'Void rounds off the essential package by layering cholce cut-and-paste vocals over some well-filtered funk • • • • • AB 
VAR10US 'DEEPER SHADES OF HOOJ VOL, 2' (HOOJ CHOONS) (HOUSE) Having released some of the year's best Euro-trance tracks, such as Greece 2000's 'Three Drives', Energy 52's 'Cafe Del Mar' and CM's 'Dream Universe', this double CD not only contains those fine moments but also tracks by acts such as Medway, Miro, Paragliders and Lustral. Lee Burridge mixes the second CD, which professes to be "deeper breaks" - who am I to argue? • • • • JH 
TERMINAL HEAD 'LAST ORDERS...START THE REVOLUTION' (PUSH) (BREAKBEAT) The Terminal Head boys release their début album with a full-on révolution in 

mind, and their Sound should appeal to both the big beat and the nu skool camps. Highlights include the album opener 'Cause & Eftect', 'Max Fiasco' and the electroid beast 'Submission'. • • • • DM 
VARIOUS 'ELVIS NEVER MEANT SHITTO ME' (FILTER) (ALTERNATIVE) Whether it's the squelchy submerged house sounds of DJ Q's 'The End Of The Beginning', Sunship's stuttering speed garage-styled 'Try Me Ouf, the freestyle jam from Trailermen or Kid Loop's deep drum & bass 'Crazy Lloyd' offering, this compilation fuses styles, showing just how progressive the past two years have been for the Dorado offshoot. • • • « e jh 
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