
il  

Kennedy drows up 

his final blueprint 

The new shape of the UK opéra- tions of the combined PolyGram and Universal group is expected to be unveiled this week, ending seven months of agony for almost 1,200 UK employées. PolyGram UK chairman John Kennedy, who will head the new UK company, is drawing up his final plans whlch will bring to an end one of the most uncertain periods m the history of the UK music industry - not just for employées but also for the 126 artists signed to the two compa- nies (see story, right). When the deed is finally done, it will croate a UK powerhouse 
around 24% in singles and 26% in albums (based on first-half CIN figures). Worldwide the $10.4bn deal will create the world's biggest record oompany with scores of the best-known names in music from U2 to Sting, Sheryl Crow, Shanla Twain and No Doubt. Kennedy is due to speak again this week with his three most senior lieutenants and Universal International chairman/ceo Jor- gen Larsen to finalise détails of the UK plan. 

want to do," says Kennedy, who hopes to implement the new structure early in the new year. 
plans remain fluid even at this stage. "1 have to ensure they fit in with the structure around the 
sible combinations." Last week a number of différ- ent scénarios for the UK structure were emerging. One very senior source suggested that Polydor and Mercury will continue as standalone opérations while Island will be folded with Universal. However, they also believe that a way will be found for the Universal and Island names to continue because '[Seagram1; 

ceo] Edgar Bronfman, wouldn't allow it to disappear". While Kennedy déclinés to go into détails about the various 
US model. ;, Seagram is expected to on four label groups: Interscope incorporating Geffen 

• a combined Island and Mercury; and • MCA. Kennedy says his meetings 
include Universal's two UK label managers Mark Crossingham and Matt Voss. Crossingham says he has yet to meet Kennedy to dis- 

the deal to close or it will b< 
Last week UK and US sources were confident that the deal wil be completed on time, with the transaction expected to be J on Thursday (Dec 10). 

Managers kept in the dark as 
acts' futures hang in balance 

icipated culling Size of 
Managers of PolyGram Universal acts are bracing them- 
of the majors' i companles begln to combine their opérations. Several high profile UK man- agers complain of being left in the dark. The manager of one mil- lion-plus selling PolyGram artist tells MW, "It would be nice if the senior artists' were called and told, but that's the music busi- ness for you." Sensitivies are such that virtu- ally none of the managers con- tactée by MW felt comfortable being quoted publicly, but there is an emerging consensus that acts on the PolyGram side are generally safe; less so those signed to MCA/Geffen and Universal/ Interscope. Few believe spéculation in the consumer music press that the merged company intends to axe as many as 50 acts. But one senior A&R source says, "In real- 
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Polydor (including PAL) 32 

Some managers have planned ahead, by checking over con- tracts, renegotiatlng early and getting artists to focus on their 
MCA/Geffen, Universal/ Inter- scope, and Polydor say they have dropped no acts over the past months. Island confirma it h Earl Brutus, Sprinkler < Project in the past three months, while Mercury is understood to have parted company with Gorkys Zygotic Myncl, and The Dandys among others. 

RI plans for régional splils 

régional programming. The BBC Broadcast; Radio Five Year Strategy Update, says the 
shows for England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales on Thursdays from 8pm to lOpm, a slot ■ " ' is currently filled by I 

Lamacq's The Evening Session, A spokeswoman for the sta says the new programming 
although it is too early exactly when. She says tnat tne change reflects Radio One's poli cy of putting new music first. "ifs 
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dotmusic targets consumers 
Internet site dotmu- sic, launched as a music business opération three years ago, Is to focus on the consumer market, with the launch this week of a raft of new features, designed to help the industry sell more records. The move coïncides with a sur- vey from new média magazine Révolution that dotmusic is now more popular than the web sites of Time Ouf, Ticketmaster and MTV Europe - and is level-pegging with the Capital Radio site, one of the most heavlly promoted In the UK. MW editor-in-chief Steve Red- mond says,"Focusing dotmusic on the consumer market will allow us to extend our rôle as marketing partners of the music industry - 

Key features of the new look dotmusic Include: • 50 artist 'micro-sites', which aim to create fan communities for establlshed and emerging artists; • the UK's first 'push' music news service, directing release informa- tion and artist news direct to a fan's PC; • an advanced advertising System which targets ads based on users' 
ing history. The new-look site whlch goes live this Thursday (December 10) was designed by award-wlnnlng consultancy Music On-line. 
www.dotmuslc.com 

Virgin Records has scored a coup by signing Van Morrison to its Point Blank label after nearly 20 years with PolyGram. Virgin Is set to release Morrison's new album, Back On Top, in the first quarter of next year as part of what it 'long-term" deal. It 
previously signed contracts on a release-by-release basis. Virgin Records président Paul Conroy says his company is extremely proud to have signed him. "We feel that his new album Back On Top is one of his strongest in recent years and one that will carry him trlumphantly into the millennlum," he says. A source at PolyGram says, "We would very much hope to renew our working relationship w'rth him in the future." Morrison, left, is pictured with Conroy. 



! SMASH HJTSl 

RHi 

ourpnce 

Our Price is 

proud to 

be associated 

with another 

massive hit 

Our Price has sponsored the Smash Hits Poil Winners' Party 

for the past 5 years! our price 



Castle changes name 
in restructuring move 

is number'one'spot'further , tt B VJ S f i I 6 todnv (Mnnd.nv! v^lth Jhe / 
■STO^ 

RA vows grealer openness as 

CRCA slams licensing process SS'SSsfT1' 

■ Pop hits lead shortlist 
ÏTfoi Record 91 Tke Hm 



MW COMMENT 
RMUSIC 

:°" JBC 
:JW! 

1998: A POOR YEAR FOR MUSIC With only three weeks or so to go, 1998 is nearly over. And there will b( to see the back of it. Of course there's the obvious reasons: the grind of a market which has run out of steam, and the shenanigans of mergers, takeovers and executive musical chairs, but it's more than that - it's been the music that's been the biggest problem. The first two we have dealt with many times before. The fact is that from time to time persuading the public to part with cash for music becomes that much more difficult. But we've been there, and we deal with that. The executive merry-go-round that has marked 1998 has been perhaps the biggest distraction of 1998. How many hours, how many words have been wasted pondering the différent outcomes of a world in flux? More than any of this, however, 1998 will go down as a year in which British music seemed to go into a kind of hibernation. As the forthcoming Brits nominations will show, a certain dullness settled over the market. It's hard to summon up the enthusiasm to vote for best British maie or best British female when the candidates are so thin on the ground. The stars of 1998 weren't artists, but a sériés of killer singles, many of them one-offs, from Vindaloo to Music Sounds Better With You. In a market in which tracks mean more than artists than ever before, Jonathan King couldn't have chosen a better time to launch his Record Of The Year compétition. Meanwhile, the British rock and alternative sector pulled in its homs after the signîng hysteria which followed Britpop. No one seemed to have a clear vision of where to go next. We've seen a succession of singles charts which have been like throwbacks to 1976 and 1977. At least then it turned out to be a calm before a storm. In 1998 we've had the calm. Roll on the storm. Steve Redmond 

Retuil big guns lo star 

al new Bluewaler site 

U I R KS 
PRICES COULD MAR FESTIVE MARGINS Despite having the strongest release schedule in recent years and selling more albums than ever, music retailers may still struggle to make a realistic profit during this festive season. The strength of the product and the number of TV ads promoting music can only be good for the industry, but the overall message to the customer is that albums should be priced at £12.99 and that includes some double CDs which should realistically be £15.99. Is there another industry anywhere in the world that hasn't increased the retail price of its core product for more than 15 years? Then again, having given away Titanic, the biggest-selling video of ail time, at less than cost price earlier in the year, we shouldn't be surprised at anything that happens in this industry anymore. The answer to the pricing problem is simple. Record companies should start taking some responsibility for what is happening in the market instead of always throwing up their hands and claiming they weren't aware that their artists were going to be advertised at £9.99 or £10.99. Surely someone within a record company is responsible for supplying the artwork and TV footage for retailers' ads and, more significantly, someone has sold them the stock to back the ads. 1 suspect the answer is that record companies want to have their cake and eat it and if that means that non- music outlets call the tune then their accountants are happy to roll over and be shafted. Thank goodness then for companies like Hot Records in Brlghton which has built the success of its latest Eva Cassidy album through traditional music outlets. If you are a High Street retailer you must have been asked for the album as demand has been building since August when Radio Two started to feature the album. We started by ordering a couple of copies and have probably sold more than 60 so far and the album still has a long way to go. Anyway, that's it for 1998 - have a good Christmas and let's hope we ail get what we deserve. 
Paul Qulrk's column is a Personal view 

Europe's biggest retail complex, Bluewater in Dartford, 9 which will feature Virgin Megast HMV and WH Smi opens in March. Bluewater - a triangular-shaped centre, 156,000 sq m in area - is expected to attract 80,C pers a day, Virgin says its Megastore, which at l,170sq m is the largest of the three music retail sites, could become one of its top three stores in the country in terms of sales. Managing director Simon Wright claims the chain has 
HMV will be opening a 970 sq m store at the complex in March as part of a strategy to increase its retailing floor space by between 6,300 sq m and 7,800 sq m each year. Meanwhile, WH Smith will be 

ly and include new releases across ali genres of music and not just chart entries. The store will also boast a new type of window display "WeTI be introducing more inter- activity and introducing a new style of listemng post," says a spokes- 

illion pound expansion of the chain which also includes the opening of a second store in Glasgow m October. At 2,400 sq m, the £2.5m store will be the largest in Scotland, claims Virgin, edipsing HMV's recently re- opened Edinburgh store which mea- 

lo that," says Wright, at the existing Argyle 

High Street cheer as Christmas saies kick in 
George uncrossed my fingers yet, but it looking very good," he says. Nick Osborne, manager 

packages and compilations are being credited with delivering improved sales across the board. The product profile of the Cher 
favour supermarkets and the High Street stores, with retailers such as MVC reporting what is expected to be their best Christmas yet. Further good news Is that the Inde- VAT Free camp pendent sector is not losing out, November kick-sta with many stores already seeing sales. "We are mas improved sales. With Christmas 

rong seller at Asda 
December 25, days befon more than last year. Andy Spofforth, music buying manager at Asda, says the group's 

tomers have four clear shopping 
the product profile is t-friendly witf 

would start last Saturday (December 5) with customers quickly moving from browslng with gift llsts to panic buying. However, Gordon McGInlay, owner of Paisley's Stereo One, says he is still waiting for C 
gets later every year and go hell for leather for cha 

Wise Buddah overhauls 
with expansion in mind 
Mark Goodier's radio production 
overhaul as It looks to further expand beyond Its cote business. The company's radio program- ming, sales, management and busi- ness administration teams will today (Monday) move to new promises in Little Portland Street, London Wl, as part of the expan- 
ment will remain in the Great Titchfield Street office, which Is being upgraded to accommodate a further three studios. Wise Buddah, which produces Radio One shows including Pete Tong and Trevor Nelson, has adopt- ed a new corporate logo to better reflect the range of services it offers. Paul Plant, former director of Ladbroke Productions, has also been taken on In the newly-created rote of manager, creative services. 

Soutnr takes on Emap radio 

The former FHM editor starts today (Monday) in the newly-created rôle of creative director for the radio division, a position which will see him taking responsibility for coming up with new programming ideas across the Kiss. Magic and FM group of stations. As part of the job, he will also develop and co-ordinate masthead programming initiatives within the Emap group for radio and télévi- sion, a move which has already happened with the Kiss 100 weekly show Mixmags Big Tunes. Soutar says the job will allow him to take an overview of what the group could be doing in a year or two from now. "We spend a lot of time concentrating on what we're doing now, but nobody is particular- Iv looking at where we're going in 

terms of policy, ITI be working across the three brands, looking closely at marketing and program- ming and coming up with visions of where we would like to be." says Soutar, who joined Kiss from FHM in April 1997 and led the station to a 1998 Sony Award win with Steve Jackson's breakfast programme. 
aging director Dee Ford extending her rôle to additionally become managing director of Kiss 100. 
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Steve Levine Is linking with Warner Chappell Music in a new deal which will allow the hit producer to develop his songwriting talents. Levine, who has been at the Controls on a string of records from Culture Club ta Denlece Williams, has already written film and TV scores such as Mr Frost and Def H. Warner 

Virgin Megastores 
finally corne online Virgin Megastores is planning to launch its online music store next spring, more than a year after it was first expected. The project was put on hold earié er this year while Virgin reassessed its online strategy. It subsequently 

new s fi / e 
BONDS FOR ASHFORO & SIMPSON The Pullman Group, which pioneered bonds backcd by 
bond based on Ashford & Simpson's future music royalties. The elght-figure bond is secured on approximately 

Stewart Feeney says the plan 
writing skllls in the pop worid 
success after co-writing tracks for Honeyz including Summertime. "He has always been a writer, but obviously the production side has been at the forefront. We hope to push the writing side more 

decided to centralise its efforts in 
development work from the UK to California. The delay enabled both Tower and HMV to slip ahead with the launch of European internet stores in the sum- mer. However, last week Tower con- ceded that "a fewtechnical glitches" meant its site would not now become fully operational until January, a month later than planned. 

250 compositions by the duo who penned songs such as Ain't Nothing Like The Real Thing, 1 
Reach Out And Touch and l'm 
TBLSLEY BOBOR BUTS DUTCH PRIMIER Music and multimédia CD packaging group Tinsley Robor has acquired the Dutch-based Music Print BV, which supplies printed packaging for record labels. Music Print's owner Joop now," he says. Feeney expects 

pop acts under the guidance of Oliver Smallman's Ist Avenue, which also manages Levine. "1 also would like him to work with a couple of bands," he says. "Maybe the modem équivalent of a Duran Duran." 
Smallman, Levine and Feeney. 

Virgin Megastores managing director Simon Wright says. "In pure timing terms we're later but what's important is who opened and set up the best site. We can take advantage of the mistakes and inefficiencies of the existing sites." The Virgin store will be launched first from the US. Two weeks ago Virgin's director of e-commerce Gien Ward moved to Los Angeles for six months to oversee work on the project. 

Lamme will remain with the company. reporting to Tinsley Robor's group board director Nick Toms. 
MTV JOINS HOS IN VENUE HUNT MTV and Mlnistry Of Sound are joinlng forces to find and develop a venue and live broadeast facility in Berlin. The 
nightclub group with its first permanent venue outside the UK and increase MTV's capacity 

It's PolyGram versus Sony 

in Chrislmas sales run-in 
by Paul Williams PolyGram and Sony are dominating the pre-Christmas market after cap- turing around half of ail chart album sales between them. Last week the pair together were responsible for 48.8% of sales across the combined Top 75 albums with PolyGram heading the list with 27.3%. But it is on the artist albums chart where the two companies' current superiority is most reflected. Last week Sony took 28.0% and PolyGram 25.3% of the sector, continuing a trend which began two weeks earlier when Sony captured 27.8% and PolyGram 30%. In fact, it is the dominance of the albums market by artist rétrospec- tives which is paying the biggest div- 
Epic-issued Ladies & Gentlemen - 

The Best Of by George Michael and U2's The Best Of 1980-1990, released by Island, proving to be the most successful in the sector. PolyGram is also benefiting from the continuing revival of two Polydor albums. The Bee Gees" One Night Only and Boyzone's Where We Belong, while Sony's success includes the South Park compilation album Chef Aid and Charlotte Church's Voice Of An Angel, arguably the season's most unex- pected hit album. The two companies' success marks a change in fortunes from exactly a year ago when PolyGram had to settle for 16.8% of ail album sales and Sony 15.1% in a market headed by Virgin (19.3%) and EMI (18.3%). Last week Virgin's com- bined share was 11.9% and EMI 
Angry Lloyd Webber 
fakes on PolyGram Andrew Lloyd Webber looks set to 

Lawyers for the composer sent a letter to PolyGram last week express- ing his anger at a décision by Polydor - which bought a 30% stake in the y group in 1991 - to deliberately ' T exclude the Boyzone single from the chart by reducing ils dealer price to £1.78. The minimum price for chart qualification is£1.79. A spokesman for Webber says the décision robbed the single of the chance of becoming the biggest-sell- ing single of the year. "It constitutes a breach of the covenant which was entered into when Polydor bought a 30% stake," says the spokesman. Polydor declined to comment. 
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putting them in third and burth place respectively. EMI had just one album in the Top 20 with Robbie Williams' Tve Been ïxpecting You and Virgin two with 

Phil Collins' Hits and Billie's Honey To The B compared with four albums in the Top 10 between them 12 months earlier, Meanwhile, Warner's 1998 per- 
that of 1997, giving it a combined albums share of 9.1% last week, a 56.9% improvement on the same week a year earlier. However, its most remarkable success contin- ues to be in the singles market with Cher's Believe last week surpassing sales of 1m units in the UK, the first Warner release to achieve that in more than 20 years. Only two Warner singles have now outsold it, Rivers Of Babylon/Brown Girl In The Ring and Mary's Boy Child - Oh My Lord, both by Boney M and both released in 1978. 

to screen live programmes. 
SPEAR (OINS BARLOW PROJECT Julian Spear, former senior director of promotions at the now defunct A&M, has been appointed to handle TV and radio promotions for the forthcoming Gary Barlow project. Spear, whose company Red Shadow will also be handling the new Sting Project next year. says he will be attending a planning meeting with Bartow's record company RCA over the next few weeks. 
BLUETONES OPT FOR MAIL ORDER The Bluetones, whose previous releases were handled by A&M. Î issuing their latest single 4 
only release. Issued as inch (costlng £2), 12-inch (£3) and CD (£3), the single Is available from Superior Quality Recordings. PO Box 3836, London NW3 4XF. 
BEATLES TOP RARE RECORDS LIST A seven-inch single by The Quarry Men, featuring John Lennon, Paul McCartney and 
named as the rarest record of ail time in the newly-published Rare Record Price Guide. Only 50 JBS'"   of the single. 

Asda mail order aims to offer every album 
music release currently available following the launch last week of a IMHMH'WW 

order from a range of around 120,000 CD and cassette titles, 140,000 books and 7,000 videos via the téléphoné with home deliv- ery guaranteed within five days. Its launch précédés that of an online service which Is expected to be introduced in the first or sec- ond quarter of next year and will ultimately carry the entire range of music titles. Julian Graham-Rack, who over- sees the non-food part of the home shopping project, believes the mall-order service will appeal to customers who want to make pur- chases conveniently and at com- 

MAIL ORDER RAN( • 120,000 CDs an • 7,000 videos • 140,000 books 

i those in store. For example, ail CD single albums will be available at £12.99 and ail dou- bles at £14.99. There will be £1 postage and packlng charge for a single item and a £2 charge for multiple orders. The service Is currently being promoted solely in-store, although Graham-Rack says advertising will 

stores. Our breadth of range of this type of product is limited by the amount of space we have in store, 
ways we can now offer a mega- store range," he says. 

expectations," he 

more than £10,000. 
MORE PLATINUM FOR THE CORRS The Corrs' Talk On 15151 platinum dise last week as the BRI awarded triple platinum awards to the compilations Now! 40 and Now! 
went to The Beautiful South's Quench, Bee Gees' One Night Only, Ladysmith Black Mambazo's The Best Of Ladysmith Black Mambazo and the single Angels by Robbie Williams. Reachlng platinum status were Michael Ball's Michael Bail - The Movies, Billie's Honey To The B, the self- 
Ministry Of Sound. 

dotmusic 
http://www.dotmusic.com 



TALENT - EDITED BY STEPHEN JONES 
H s if he didn't h< 

fland CEO Doug 
he didn't have enough to do this Group chairman is flying Texas 

ist year. Texas made one of the UK  le decade with White On Blonde on Mercury, which sold 1.8m copies. But while that album sold 4m copies worldwide. saies in the US were negligible and the band have since left Mercury US. The band's pubiisher, Peter Reichardt - EMI Publishing's UK managing director and président of Continental Europe - says Texas suffer from a général problem facing ail UK artists, but remains optimistic. "ifs very différent going to America now. US radio sounds so différent to British radio these days. So I understand 

Dave Stewart another. McElhone chose Stent for mixing, having known him since they worked on Hipsway 13 years ago. Spiterl, who has lately been listening to new records by Method Man, Beck and Ri 
need anything else. This record is the best album we've ever made." Talk is of five or six potential hits. Deputy head of A&R Alan Pell. who came on board after Rick's Road to salvage a ragged A&R relationship with the band, prefers to talk of évolution rather than comeback and 

and the new Universal Music group, there will be a change. Hopefully. Doug Morris with [Polygram UK chairman and CEO] John Kennedy will hear what we ail hear - 
Poor US sales are even more astounding considering the opportunities Texas have had. In recent years. TV star Eilen Dégénérés used So Called Friend from their 1993 Rick's Road album as the intro to her hit sitcom Ellen and had tliem perform il on the show. Then there was the UK Top Five reworking with the Wu Tang Clan of their 1997 comeback single, Say 
Spiteri, who will take a copy of the new as- yet-untitled Texas album to New York to play 

Mike 

PolyGram is fine. At end of the day we're pretty lucky because we're left alone. Doug Morris seems pretty positive. Tm going to play him the album an ask him which label we should be on." Having taken eight years to reach their current peak, Spiteri - who turned 31 last month - and Texas are confident, but still refreshingly down-to-earth. When Music Week joined Spil 'Spike' Stent's new purpose-built studio at Olympic - which Texas are the first to use - we found her making everyone coffee. Designed by Stent with Sam Toyoshima, the new studio features masses of programming equipment, a 48-traok ProTooli System and is the first studio in the world te have prototype Genlecs main monitors. Stent, who has worked with the Spice Girls, Madonna, Massive Attack and U2. finished the album on December i. "Their last record was good, but this is better," he says, "just because of the feel of it, the 

TUAS vibe, and the fact they like to experiment." The new record - due out in the UK in April - will certainly be another great pop record if their rocked-out, China Girl-esque first single Once In A Lifetime (out March 22) Is anything to go by. Bass player and co-writer Johnny McElhone describes it as Siouxsie And The Banshees meets Prince. Overall, the new album boasts many of the same influences as White On Blonde - Motown, Stax and Hi Studio sounds - but, if anything, has even more of the soul and British black music sensibiiity which made 
This will be the first album that McElhon has produced entirely himself - except for one track, You Know The Answer, on which he worked with the Boilerhouse Boys. His growing confidence in production marks an évolution from White On Blonde, on which Mike Hedges produced three tracks and 

Work be=. 2 this year. About 25-30 tracks wi down to 12 for a record which Spiteri says 
The songs can corne from anywhere, she says - a drum & bass line, the odd drum beat or simply "messing about". One collaboration with Grand Centrais Rae & Christian - which ended up as the track The Hush - began with a sample. Pell visited the studio most nights and journeyed to Spiteri's Glasgow home studio every two or three weeks when they recorded there. She says, "Alan's good, because he doesn't feel that he has to say something to justify his job. The brilliant thing is that we're not restrained by having three months in a studio. When we sat down to write, it just came and now we're writing the best songs we've ever written" It's clear that Texas deliver their best surrounded by people who won't pressure them. Spiteri says that on their second album, "people were like 'we've got expectations' and we were like, fuck off, we're not going to make another 12 I Don't 
With this fifth record, the pressure has 
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return flights from £115 
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A year after Simon Fuller ceased managing the Spice Girls he is about to re-enter the pop arena with British boy band Next Of Kin. But before you turn the page, this is a boy band with a différence. The three Essex teenage brothers, who signed to Universal in a worldwide deal in September, proved on the opening night of the Smash Hits Road Show in Brighton last Wednesday not just their enviable vocal worth, but their ability to play instruments, too. Universal head of A&R Alfie Hollingsworth says, "It sounds weird, but being the only ones with instruments was something unique. These guys remind me of the Eighties, when you were expected to fall in love with the song and then the band, That's what we want to get 
Three years after he picked up his first guitar, Mark Bass (15) was discovered in Birmingham's Musical Exchanges music shop. The Bass family had been on a daytrip to the city's Music Show only to find it had been cancelled. As the teenager brought the shop to a standstill with his playing, owner Gary Chapman called his friend lan Allen to let him hear the young virtuoso over the phone. Allen (who manages Sean McGuire, Riverdance cast members worldwide, Geffen's North Star and 19 Productions' Teenage Rampage) shot down to the store and was further enthused on hearing about the prospect of a band. Nathan (18) had been drumminp for six years and Kieran (13) quickiy got to grips with the bass. It wasn't long before Allen was also managing Next Of Kin. After shopping them around he attracted Fuller's interest, w setting up the Kindred Music production company. They then ^ Big Village studio in Oxford they record, ; 

'They remind me 
of the Eighties, 
when you were 

expected tofnll in 
love with the song 
and then the band' 

-Hollingsworth 
led to the pair jointly n board producer Gary vriters including Richard Stevenson, Drummie, David West and Cathy Oennis. Mark, who idolises guitarists such as Joe Satriani and Steve Vai and i dunng recordmg, says, 'Everyone's just so helpful. We corne up with the guitar and lyrics and then Gary takes us in his studio and makes it into .   anything involving Fuller is obviously hot news - 10 or labels Including Columbia and Parlophone w: Hollingsworth and Universal who scooped the deal. s'"g'e, Hours, is released mid-February 1999 and demonstrates fîanson are Fke^v tn rhano6^ ability t0 take leatl Comparisons with thek Brittshnesi Osmonds and Bros with a campaign that ac Next Of Ki 1e comoanv's mersvfr IS nUred T" with imPending restructuring of Universal after Allen sa^ "We knew about the changes as we were 3f international experience with the Spice Girls as you find in the pop market. Stephen Jones 
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PROCEEDS FROM THiS ADVERTISEMENT WiLL BE DONATED TO THE NORDOFF ROBBINS TRUST. 

COLD TURKEY 

MUSIC IS AN ADDICTION. CAN YOU SURVIVE THE CHR1STMAS BREAK ? 

SEE YOU IN 1999. 

@) [jH] RCAVlCTOR 



FRONTLINE 

by Karen Faux 
AST 

staff. ■We've never specialised in one type of 
manager Joanne Pendlebury. "Although the store was aligned to punk when it launched back in 1977, we've always recognised the importance of diversity and depth of choice." Compétitive pricing has also been key to keeping business buoyant of Bury. Without thi 

are particularly strong 

RETAIL FOCUS: VIBES 

1 Garage Inc Metallica 2 Différent Stages; Uve Rush 3 Amerlcana Offspring 4 A Llttle South of Sanlty Aerosmith 5 Mechanical Animais Marilyn Manson 6 Live Pearl Jam tpic 7 Last Wave Of Summer Cold Chisel Mushroom (Import) 8 Hellbilly Deluxe Rob Zombie Geffen 9 Powertrip Monster Magnet A&M lOKill II Thls Deviate Visible Noise 
its musical range has expanded from its original punk days in the Seventies AC/DC and Crowded House While the Bury store has steadily built its ■   three-for-£20 business over the years, expansion to other the variety of towns has never held much appeal. "We its customers with beslsellers including Steps, prefer to consolidate our position here where U2. In its small but busy we know our market," says Pendlebury, strongest "People are prepared to travel to us from ali included Cher, Boyzone, Savage directions. For example, we have regular " " " ■ îrs and Jay-Z. customers from Blackburn, Blackpool and 

Columbla 

Interscope 

n Altrincham in Cheshire through 
JS rather taking them away from us to the 

ve a subsidlary called i that was subsequently alooate the shop il was decïded to re-launch Muze as a mail- order opération. "The albums appearing in our mail-order adverts tend to reflect the taste of Paul Cox who runs it. He's just about cornered the market for Pink Pairies and Pretty Things CDs," says Pendlebury. With several of the staff involved in compiling albums, club DJ-ing, record producing and appearing on radio to talk about record collecting, Vibes boasts a wealth of musical expertise. Pendlebury believes it is the 
as carried it beyond its 21st anniversary and ie is looking forward to trading in the new lillennium. "We expert to be ready for our DOth anniversary - still selling Elvis, The eatles and Rolling Stones and maybe even te Clash in 2077," she says. 

IN-STORE THIS WEEK 

Rutter Requiem. M People; In-store and Alagna and Angela Georghui, The Kink Bruce Springsteen, Whitney Houston ar Mo, Mariah Carey, Robbie Williams; T (Anglia, Central. Granada Border and Yc People, Rutter Requiem (Anglia) 

Nine Below Zéro, Mariah Carey, Keb ids - Phil Collins, îhire Tyne-Tees, M 

Adams, Neil Diamond, Lutricia McNeal, Culture Club, Jane McDonald, En Vogue, Total, Faith Evans, R Kelly, Pearl Jam, Aerosmith, REM, Rob Zombie, Mariah Carey and Whitney 
;, Ace Of Base, Fat b 

Album - Hits 99; In-store - Fat Les, LPtriF'3 McNeal, Billie, Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston, Honeyz, UB40, B'Wlîched, The Beautiful South, Ace Of Base, Best Scottish Album in The World...Ever. Lone Piper, Lutricia McNeal 

Jewel, Depeche Mode: Windows - George Miohael, Phil Collins, U2, Mariah Carey, Alanis Morissette; In-store Robbie Williams, Manie Street Preachers 

i; Windows - Madonna, Alanis rry Manilow; In-store - two CDs for £21 Robbie Williams, Lenny Kravitz, REM; Press ads - Maris Carey, Paul Van Dyk, Depeche Mode, Tony Bennett, Ash 

î - Evelyn Glennie, Roberto il Alagana and Angela Georghui, Andréas II; In-store - Vanessa Mae, Charlotte Church 

:t«*=Trw«»:»»3«c'n'st0,e " double-CD offer in Mojo ★ recommended stores; Selecta listening posts - Morcheeba, The Egg, 2Pac, Tribe Calied Quest, Rialto, Entombed, Skinny Puppy, Pinnacle compilation 
Singles - Beautiful South, Billie, Janet ickson, Aqua, Ace Of Base, Aida, Mariah Houston, B'Witched, Honeyz; Albums - Box Hits '99, Hits '99, Carly Simon 

a Singles - Honeyz, Lutricia McNeal, Billie, B'Witched, Whitney Houston and Mariah .; Albums - Ash, Morcheeba, The Mavericks, 

Singles - Ace Of Base, REM. Alisha's 1 " The Beautiful South, Billie, Fe Les; Windows - Robbie Williams, Alanis Morissette, Mani Street Preachers, George Michael, Mariah Carey 
WH SMITH Singles - Billie, Ace Of Base, Fat Les Album - Charlotte Church, Box Hits '99; Listening posts The Only Christmas Album YouTI Ever Need 
WOOLWORTHS Singles - B*Witched, Honeyz; Album - U2 In-store - Hits '99, Now! 41, George Michael, Celine Dior Manie Street Preachers, B*Witched, free Christmas card witl B»Witched album, gift CDs for £13.99 or two for £22 

BEH ND M 
ON THE ROAD 

COUNTER 

SARAH NEIL, manager, Our Price, Cameron Toll, Edinburgh 
"^ince this store opened on November m 19, business has been booming. w Although we expected sales to go really well at this time of year it has been even busler than anticipated. Apart from being bigger than the old store. It is much lighter and brighter, making it a pleasure to shop and work in. Chart product is displayed at the front, catalogue at the back and the cash desks are positioned in the middle. We've got a good range of back catalogue and a speedy order department. whlch a lot of customers are currently taking us up on. Our chart section looks very boid with four chart panels and the Top 40 positioned on a brightly 

their product when they corne to pay. Visually, one of the things I like best about the store is the Discovery Zone at the back. This is a backlit display that looks extremely effective. The kind of product we're selling reflects the fact that we are definitely into the Christmas market. On the albums front Nowl 41 is huge, while Robbie Williams, George Michael and Steps are also selling well. People just can't get enough of South Park and that includes the album, videos, cups and toys. In the video department, Billy Connolly's Erect For 30 Years is outselling everything else by two to one and Father Ted's Best Of 
This store will be open until midnight on December 23 and from Bam to 6pm on Christmas Eve. We will also be open on Boxing Day. However, I will probably be taking that day off, as I did it last year and think it could be somebody else's turn." 

HELEN CAN1WELL, Sony singles rep for Merseyside, W Lancs and N Wales 
have worked for Sony for just more than i two and a half years as a singles rep and 11 cover both multiples and indépendants throughout the région. With Christmas just around the corner, ail my accounts are getting prepared for the festive season. We are currently working singles from the Manie Street Preachers, Savage Garden, Vonda Shepard and Will Smith. B*Witched are about to release To You I Belong and with two number ones already under their belts the girls look set to make it a hat trick on Sunday. This week we are also selling in the long- awaited Chocolaté Salty Balls single by South Park's very own Chef (AKA Isaac Hayes). It is definitely a contender for the Christmas number one, particularly when you look at how well the album is selling and although the Spice Girls are odds-on favourite, I know where my money is. Throughout the year we have carried a whole range of albums and one that has done 

particularly well is the Titanic soundtrack. By the end of the year it is set to have sold more than 1m copies. The success of the Charlotte Church album has been astounding and we are about to see it turn double platinum in less than a month. The Manie Street Preachers album is about to shoot back up the charts due to the profile of the new single, The Everlasting, and the current tour. The next three weeks are going to be absolutely mad but it doesn't stop there. In the new year, we can look forward to exciting new projects from Reef, Kula Shaker, Jamiroquai and Leftfield. This will be my third Christmas with Sony and it is definitely one of the busiest I have seen in terms of the quantity and calibre of product. From now until Christmas our job on the road becomes so much more important. As buying patterns become irrational and illogical, dealers start to rely on their reps to help them get their stock levels right." 
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More music fans than 

Wembley Sladium 

¥(about twice as many, actually) 

m 

mmÊL 

. . s: 
' f.%~ **' Sr 

: ::2'0:ê^:0ï^è^ : ■ ::.v.. -.., ; 

dot music ^ 
the insider's guide to music \ 

Every month over 150.000 music fans visit dot music, reading 1.7 million pages, looking for news, reviews, and the chart positions of their favounte artists. And because dotmusic is run by the people behind the acclaimed music business titles, Music Week, MB! and Fono, the fans know they're getting the fastest insfde track on music. So if you want to prdmote your music to a huge crowd of music fans, advertise on dotmusic. Call us today on 0171 921 5925 or e-mail: chris@dotmusic.com for more information. 

www.dotmusic.com 



THE OFFICIAI II K CHARTS   

singles 

CHART 
COMMENTARY 

byALAN JONES 

It's exactly a year ago tl Williams ravivai started in earnest vvith the release of Angels. This week he registers his fourth consécutive top fivo hit, though he must be a little disappointed with the number four début of No Regrets, considering the number one success of his most recent single Millennium. Meanwhile, Robbie's l've Been Expecting You album dips a notch to number three 

SINGLE FACTFILE iat the Robbie but more than 90,000 last week te bring its six week tally to half a million. It has another fo become his second million selling album of 1998, wilfi sales of Life Thru A Lens this year at 1.1m. Though that has been overtaken by the Corrs, Talk On Corners, combined sales of Robbie's two albums this year now exceed 1.6m, making him the year's number one album artist. 

FBelieve shows great tenacity and defeats a challenger to its throne by the margin of 7,000 sales. Last week it was Boyzone who were unable to beat her, this week it's Jay-Z, whose Hard Knock Life has to be content with runners-up spot despite selling more than 107,000 copies. Believe has been number one for seven weeks so far, selling more than 1.1m copies. The last single to spend seven weeks at number one was the Spice Girls' début hit Wannabe, which did so in 1996. The last American to spend seven weeks on top was Cher's former duet partner, Meat Loaf - they did Dead Ringer For Love together - who did so with l'd Do Anything For Love (But I Won't Do That) before being dethroned by Mr Blobby exactly five years ago. Believe is only the sixth single by a female soloist ever to sell a million copies in the UK, the others being Jennifer Rush's The Power Of Love (1985), Whitney Houston's I Will Always Love You (1992), Whigfield's Saturday Night (1994) 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 C0MPAN1ES 
although Diane wrote ne js for Cher's 

TOP CORPORATE CROUPS successful time of it in the charts this year than Cher, with an uninterrupted presence in the Top 40 for her songs stretching back to March 7, when How Do I Live made its début in a version by LeAnn Rimes, Warren has two songs on the Top 40 this week, with Aerosmith's I Don't Want To Miss A Thing easing down to number 20 on its 14th appearance (sales to date; 500,000), whlle Have You Ever? débuts at number 13 for Brandy. Rimes is back m lebutmg at 
SALES UPDATE VERSUS LAST YEAR TO DATE PERCENTAGE OF UKACTS IN THE CHART OK; 52.0% US: 32.0% Othen 16.0? 

g by Bill M " fact that How Do IL 
er 23 wi er 30 years ago. The 

id Celine Dion's Don't Think Twlce (1995) id My Heart Will Go On (1998). A songwriter who provided a couple of hits 

■tainly not harmed it one bit. Having Sold more than 500,000 copies of their self-titied album since I Want You reached number 11,18 months ago, Savage Garden re-release it - though it seems unlikely to better its original chart peak, , having debuted at number 12 this week. 
THE YEAR SR FAR, 

TOP 20 SINGLES 

Si 

24-23 January B9 

et - Palais des Festival 

tire li.±p trip 

Midem! 
Just go for ït! 
For synergy, opportunity. 
And a great deal besides! 
Call now Emma Dallas on 
0171 528 0086 
or fax 0171 895 0949 
http://www.midem.com 
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mmsmm:- THE OFFICIAI UK SINGLES CH ART 

à.-ilfâHlBKmj il mtÊÊm top 75 12 DECEMBER 1938 

| 1 1 | ArlistlProducorl Publisher IWriter) Label CD/Cass IDistributort •1 a g I1110 , Lab 3 § Arttst (Producerl Publtshar (Wriîer) r/ir TITLES fl-Z 
1^ ,7 BELIEVE * WEAWEA 1750D/WEA175CIW) 1 381 26 4 JSaLL?NSliRME.SGon/Glennie/Wbe,an. FOmana JIMCD 2'/J'MMC 21 V M 

2 SffljHARDKNOCK LIFE (GHETTO ANTHEMIO Northv/estside74321635332/74321635334(BMG) luaAi Jav Z (Kinql Peer/EMI/MPL (Carter/James/Strouse/Chamin) -/74321635331 
39 " 3 Th^C Km!g ^ IS n/P ^ Stockholm 5679912/5679884 (F) 
40 îo 2 EM|(S ^ ^ GutCDGLTT22/CAGUT22(V) t 3 1,17:1 J^U RE GQP m i,m a A&«/Mm!'»^H828?J2/582

J
8'S4(F, 

41 !0 7 NUSJ WANNA BE LOVED ^ ^ wrgin vscdt 1710/vsc 1710 (El - • - * 
4 IMgjWO REGRETS Chrysalis cdchs sioo/tcchs 5100 IE| -W Robbie Williams IChambers/Power) EMI/BMG (Williams/Chambers) -/■ 42 ,4 2IT FEELS SO GOOD seriousSERR004CDi/-(v) 
R VVORLD UniversalUMD87190/UMC87190(BMG) IAABM Emilia (Hurb/Yogi) Anderson/Sweden (EmiliaA'ogi) -/- 43 j, 6 TELL ME MA Jive 0522352/0522354 (pi  : : ; ;:3^ 
6 2 2 /I

0U Polydor 563199215631984(FI 44 la 7 SWEETEsT THING^O lslandCID 727/CIS727(F) 
7 WaTAKE ME THERE lmerscopelND95620/INC95620(BMG) hmm Blackstreet & Mya (eaturing Mase & Blinky Blink (Riley) Various (Rilay/Savage/Nelson/Beiha/Fosterl -/- O 5 4 HEARTBEAT/TRAGEDY O Jive05i9i42/0519144(P) 4lî PCTl'F ■ HEAD T0 FAURE'S 'PAVANE' BscwortdwideMusicwmss60062(pi ' «J "n11 Des Lvnam/Wimbledon Choral Society ICobbl BBC Worldrade (vvords Krglinc'mtiSic Faurcl WMSS 60064'-/- ' ZI fi 36 11 PERFECT 10 O GolDiscs/Mercury 5664832/5664804 (F) Si: : ! 
9 5 3 Venqa^ovsU)ànsW/DJ Delmundol Peer IDanSkdDJ D„m,md CDTIV ^(EI Lnz ■ *4 The Beautifu! South (Kelly/Heaton) Island (Heaton/Rotheray) -/. 

4779 oBLUEANGELS Ruffhouse 8666215/6666214 (SM) G-.;KG-r  Jt in 3 2 MIAMI Columbia6666782/6666784/-/-(SM) ' U Win Smith (LESIfoke And Tonal Nollinq H«onv ATV/WC ISmWTobv/BamesiShelhï/ShoclJeWSvlïers Nil 11 mm THE EVERLASTING Epie 6666862/6666864 (SM| 48j 13 9 M |ME /R^^lCh i (R b/R h dl Innocent SINCDî/SINC 3 (E) :s 
1 2 Effl IWANT^OU'SSi (Ha Columbia 6667332/6667334 (SM) ■ ^ Eagle-Eye Cherry (Cherry) Warner-Chappell (Cherry) -/- 5Q28 3 BLAME IT ON THE BOOGIE Media MCSTD40I9I/MCSC40191 IBMGI rr^z::zz::: 
1? ITfM HAVE YOD EVER? At)anbcAT0058CD/AT0058C(W) ÎO SU4U Brandy IFosterlEMKWarren) 51 l ICT ^RIT

[|'
CJ^E i9® M 0"e World Entertainment OWECD 3/OWEMC 3 (P)  1 « 3 c r" &RK^MK N^b (K II | Epie 6666282/6666284 (SM) R? rranTHE LATIN THEME Edel0091685 C0X/-(P| Cari Cox{Cox) MCA (Cox) -/0091680 C0X rmCC:::-":"::.:::.: in, 2 WAR OF NERVES O LondonLONCD421/LONCS421(F| ■ ^ Ail Saints (McVey/Fiennes) MCA/Websongs/WC (McVey/Fiennes/Lewis/Appleton/Appleton) -/- 53 40 i]"™*" MaverickW0458CD/W0458C(W) E 1 C 9 3 UNTILTHE TIME IS THROUGH O RCA74321632602/743216326O4(BMQ) ■ w five (Martin/Lundin) Grantsville/Zomba/BMG (Martin/Carlsson) -/- 54 3 17 5 AN0THER ONE BITES THE OUST DreaimyoiksORMCD22364/ORMC22364(BMG) zzz z :1 IT 6 2 THE POWER 0FG00D-BYE/LITTLE STAR Maveric!(W459CD/W459C(W| ■ • Madonna (Madonna/Orbtt/leonard) Wamer-Chappell/EMI (Madonna/Nowells) -/■ 55 1 IflJIJ] STRAWBERRY AtlanlicAT0050CD/AT0050C(W) 

1g „ 5 IF YOU BUY THIS RECORDJQU LIFE WILL BE^O^ PepparMi®0530084(Pi CJll
 

? r ,, ROLLERCOASTER • Epie6664752/6664754/7-ism) B'Wnched IHedqesl 19/Sogar frse/Bircks/BMG/PoWram/Chivsalis IB'WilcIied/Hedfles'BrannigartfAckenmnl Erivr£::::::J 1 Q ,2 3 MOVE MANIA MljlbplyCDMULTY45/CAMULIY45(W) 8 ^ Sash! featuring Shannon (Sashlflbkapi) Step Bv Step (AlissonA/apDmeier/LaDpessen) -/- 57 i UgJJTHE TIMEWARP ^ ^Damn It JanctDAMJAN 1 CD/DAMJAN 1CI3MV/PI 
! on 14 ]41 DONT WANT TO MISS A THING • Columbia 6664082/-{SM) ) Aerosmith (Serietic) EMI (Warren) 6664087/-?) 58 i UglJjCOME AND GETW1TH ME ElGktraE3787CD/E3787C(W) 
21 10 2 SEARCHIN'MY SOUL Epie 6666335/6666334(SM) H Vonda Shepard (Shepard)to be confirmed (Shepard) -/- 59! [Trafl D0IN' OUR THING/0NE MAN'S BITCH MeccaReeerdinasMECX 1020/-(Pli I"®" Phoebe One (Lawes) Varions (EspriVAmame/Wislon/Simpson/Bradlotd/Lavves/Rcidl -/MECT10201 Z'LaZZZsZtiziz:" 
22 13 3 Tbe^orf^l^orr/La'ber) PolvGram (Corr/Cort/C /C , Atl8nti,: AT 0057CD"AT ™ 60! frrpn CANCER FOR THE CURE Dreamworks DRMCD 22373/DRMC22373 (BMG) ""A* Eels (E/Mickev P) Rondor/CC (E/Mickey PI DRMS 22373/- s—»"- - 4, 
23 IM1!! BLUE k Curb/HitLabel/LondopCUBC39/CUBZ39(RMG/FI 61 ! nai NE VER LOST HIS HARDCORE '98 Top Banana TORCO OW-IV) 
0 A 21 2 BIG PANTY WOMAN PlazaPZACD082/PZAC082(RMG/F) The Barefoot Man (Nowak) Quatermass (Nowakl -/- 02 46 6 GUESS I^WAS A^FOOL Northwestside74321621202/74321621194(BMG) M 
25 18 3 DREAM^NG ^ ^ Infemo CXFERFM1/MCFERN11 (ENWWSM) Il 63 « ,7 MUSIC S0UNDS BETTER WITH YOU ★ vitginoinsdtodinsc 175|E) Stardust (Bangalter) Zomba/EMI/MCA (Banqaller/Cohen/Queme/Musker/King) -/- OC ,7 3 FROM THIS MOMENT ON Mercury5665632/5665604(F) ^ Shania Twain (Lange) PolyGram/Zomba (Twain/Lange) -/- i 6454 ^MILLENNIUM • ChrysalisCDCHS5093/TCCHS5099|E) Robbie Williams (Chambers/Power) EMI/BMG (Williams/Chambers/Bricussc/Batryl 7- S ErSEEEî i 97,6 2 SENSUALITY FreshFRSH0 71/FRSHC71l3MV/P) ^ » Lovestation (Lovestation) Fresh/Chrysalis (Morgan/Aspinall/Simon) -/- 65 3 , 2 VVILD SURF InlecbousINFECT61CDS/INFECT61MCS(VI 
90 22 6 WOULD YOU...? O 0val/V2WR5003083/WR5003085(SMV/P) £-ul Touch And Go ILowel Oval (Lowe) -AA/R 5003086 CC ,0 g MORE THAN A WOMAN vitginvscdtto/vsc 1707 (El UU 911 (Harding/Cumow/Lee) BMG (Gibb/Gibb/Gibb) -/- 90,5 2 TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME cneekychekcdbi/chekkraiomv/bmgi ^ Faithless (Rollo & Sister Bliss) Cheeky/BMG/Warner-Chappell (Jazz/Rollo & Sister Bliss/Catto) VCHEKIZ 031 67 a 9 5 HOME ALONE IZo ba/MC/VF' IR 1 Jive0522382/0522394(P|j «m.tanttort»   'i 
On 23 5EACHTIME TelslarCDSTAS3017/CASTAS3017(W) J " £-17 IReid/Beckford/Heid) PolySraiii/Saongsongs (Harvey/Hendy/Cnldtvell/RBid/Becklord/Beid) -/• fiO 5g 5 STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART ChocolatéBoy/LoekedOnL0X104CD/-IWI uo Doolally (Doolallyl MCA (Langsmann/Meade) -/LOX1MT Ijr^TZzzrz i 01 27 s THIS KISS Warner Brothers W463CD/W 463C (W) ■ Faith Hill (Gallimore/Hnl) Puckalesia'Nomad-Noinan/Warner-Chappel!/Rondor(Lemer/'Roboff/Chapman| -/- 69 13 3 TQG C0ULD READ MY MIND TommyBoyTBCD7497/TBC7437|P) eu™™ . (eoo.ooo) ts 
OO ijnmFUNKY LOVE wrginvscDimi/vscmiiE) Oc. ULailKavana(Absolute)BMG/EMl/tStKavàrtaA/Vàtiânsi/Wilson) -/- yQ 50 7 LITTLE BIT OF LOVJN' IslAvenue/WIldCard/Polydor5672812/5672784|F| El. .«L,.S OO HBBJ ALARM CALL One Uttlelndian 232TP7CDU-(P| OO BioïklBio/l/BDlll PolvGram IBiorkl •/■ 71 l Trm BUILD ME UP BUTTERCUP CastlaCommutiicabonNEEXIOOV-IPlI 11414 The Fovindafions (Macaulay) EMVSony ATV/BMG (Macaulay/O'Abo) -/■ 
34 rnjj GHETTO GIRL EastWest EW191CD1/EW191C(Wl ot UàM sjmp]y Red (Hucknall) Basement (Brownl -/- 79 63 oTESTIFY M People/B * M People (M People) EMI/BMG (Pickering/Heard/Small) -/- S'èiSîSS'toils'Uï: 
OC ,9 2 THERE G0ES THE NEIGHB0RH00D A&M/Mercury5828092/5828064(F) Sheryl Crow (Crow) Wamer-Chappell/IQ (Crow/Trott) ■/- 7055 8 GYM AND T0NIC O EastWestEWissco/Ewmciw) » J Spacedust (Spacedust) EMI/MCA (Spacedust) -/EW188T 20 35 7 OUTSIDE O ^ ^ ^ ^ h ^ ^ ^ Epie6665625/6665624(SM) 1 7452 ijSEX ON THE BEACH O Control/Edel0042395CON/0O42399CONIP) T-Spoon (Ramaekers/Sas/Peration/Baskinl EMI (Peration/Sas/Baskin/Ramaekers/M^and) •/0042390 C0N 0725 4 THE BARTENDER AND THE THIEF vimsmssmsmnmw) Ol Stéréophonies (BirdS. Bush) PolyGramIJones/Jones/Cablel •/■ 75 3 , 5 DAYDREAMIN' Ep.c 6665462/6665464 ISM) Tatyana Afi (Jerkins) MCA/EMI (Jerkins/Daniels/Jcrkins ill/Pankev/Hamilton/Fagen/Becker) -/- CE»"1 —""•C"', — 

E)Kïiîinict3H leivej eviemt i OUT NOW IMPACTS OiCiMBiR llttl. CD. 21P. MG ? | ^ W459 CD/C 
 ^ 
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ALL THE GHARTS 

EXPOSURE 
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THE BOX 

5 5 UNTIL THE TIME ISTHROUGHBive 
I Un GOODBYE Spice Girls I 10 MIAMI Will Smith i 3 ONE FOR SORROW Steps 

I I LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME Boyzone 

; TAKE ME THERE Blackstreet S Mya foaL Mase Inlerscopo BIG BIG WORLD Emilia Universal 3 BODYGUARD |Y0U CAN CALLME AL| Ghost Jol Slar Records 3 WHEN YOU'RE GONE Bryan Adams wilh Mal C. A&M/Mercury 3 PRETTY FLY (FOR A WHITE GUY) Offspring Columbia ) GET ON THE BUS Dastiny's Child feat. Umbaland EastWest 3 WHEN YOU BELIEVE Mariah Carey & Whitney Housion Columbia TO YOU I BELONG B'Witched Glow Worm/Epic i WANT YOU '98 Savaga Gardon Sony HAVE YOU EVER Brandy Allanlic 

TOP OF THE POPS 

POPS 

od):uk 

THE PEPSI CHART 
0 

RADIO ONE PLAYLISTS 

rs; Blg Blg World Emilia: The End Of The Um 
)f Good-Byo Madonna: The Everlastlng Manie 

RADIO TWO PLAYLISTS 

MTV UK 
PLAYLISTS illlng In Love Agaln Eagle- 

mnSweetest Thlng U2; Thank U Alanis liQjMorissette: Movo Mania Sash> feat Shannon; Havo You Ever Brandy: Bolleve Cher: Blg Blg World Emilia: No Regrets Robbie Williams; I Want You '98 Savage Garden; Heartbeat/Tragody Steps: Goodbye 

AMERICAN 
CHARTWATCH 

by ALAN JONES 
Another week of lively album chart action Stateside sees 14 new entries dotted around the Top 200 but Garth Brooks's Double Live retains pôle position after selling a further 649,000 sales. Metallica's Garage Inc is the highest-ranked neweomer, debuting at number two. The last three Metallica albums - Re-Load (1997), Load (1996) and Metallica (1991) - debuted at number one and Garage Inc had been expected to do llkewise, though, in reality, its sales of 426,000 are exceptlonal for an album which includes only 11 previously unreleased recordings among its 27 tracks. While both the singles and albums chart are becoming increasingly barren areas for British talent, some will at least be able to look forward to royalties from Metallica's covers, including Discharge, Black Sabbath and Budgie - the '70s Welsh rockers, not the Banshees man. Two British acts have four songs apiece on the album - Motôrhead and Diamond Head, the latter act being long-forgotten pioneers of the 'new wave of British heavy métal'. Seal's Human Being slumps 22-46 but is still the highest-charting album by a British act. followed by George Mlchael's Ladies & 12 

(39-58), AH Saints (52-61), Pf ts(42 :e Girls' Spiceworld (81-77) and Spice (84-84), Black Sabbath's Reunion (102-125), Flve (142- 
147)'and The Singles 86>98 by Depeche 
be flying high were it allowed to be Included in the Top 200 is The Beatles' self-titled 1969 album, aka The White Album. The 30th anniversary repackage has been well- received in America, and débuts at number two on the catalogue chart, behind Kenny G's Miracles - The Holiday Album, Catalogue albums are exciuded from the Top 200, but The Beatles sold more than 40,000 last week, enough for it to have comfortably breached the Top 100 if it were eligible. On the singles chart, Celine Dion and R Kelly remain on top with l'm Your Angel, Blackstreet are the fastest movers, improving 70-35 with Take Me There, country star Jo Dee Messina has the highest début (Stand Beside Me at number 75) and Slve remain the only British - even European - act on the chart, with It's The Th'ings Ihât You Do rising 99-94. 

INTERNATIONAL PROFILE: 
HONEYZ 

by PAUL WILLIAMS 
In Europe, where the single h£ 

til early next year. at 52 in 
Despite that, the PoiyGram company already has two overseas Top 10 hits on its hands, with the group's début single Rnally Found presently sitting at six in Sweden and last week climbing to four in the Australian chart. "It's a really good start bearing in mlnd the compétitive environment we're working in," says Mercury's director of international marketing Bert De Ruiter who adds, with the market crammed at présent with superstar releases, bis department is spending its time working on setting up the Honeyz Project. "We've taken a long-term view on this, because autumn is a really tough time to launch a new artist, so the big launch wili be in the first quarter of next year," he says. That has not delayed the single taking off in a big way in Australia, a feat achieved thanks to a PoiyGram employée there who left a copy of the single with a radio station in Perth. The station began playing it and very quickly it spread across Australia and turned into a top five hit. 

le group have already promotion, including singing Endless Love with Lionel Richie on Italian télévision. The real work begins, though, after Christmas when they will undertake what will be initially almost three solid months of international promotion until March when UK promotion takes over. As part of their itinerary, they will be visiting 
'he Far East in the secorld half of January in a 
only be te UK, wi is in mid February. "The record is a PoiyGram priority in Europe, so that obviously helps, but what we did was to présent the whole act from the very beginning (to our affiliâtes)," says De Ruiter. In the States the group's launch is less certain as PoiyGram staff wait to see what the reorganisation will mean. "The PoiyGram situation has made it difficult," he says, though concédés, "It's an advantage in a way because with a new artist it's totally impossible to try to cover the world at once." MUSIC WEEK 12 DECEMBÊR 1998 
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i BELIEVE Cher WEA 2236 -9 85.96 -2 
Z ! f a SO YOUNG The Corrs AHuntic 1705 +7 77.86 +7 A 3 s u THE POWER OF GOOD-BYE Madonna Maverick 1266 +46 59.43 +30 A 4 s B b 1 LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME Boyzone Polydor 1623 +31 57.33 "ïïT A 5 < • NO REGRETS Robbie Williams Chrysalis 1476 +8 52.71 TT A 6 w 3 WHEN YOU'RE GONE Bryan Adams With Melanie C. ASiM/Mercury 1442 ̂ 25~ 49.25 +22 7 B 44 SWEETEST THING U2 Island 1556 .] 48.87 -6 8 3 0 GOODBYE Spice Girls Virgin 1070 TzT 46.58 +8 A 9jb b BIG BIG WORLD Emilia Universal 1111 +28 42.59 +63 10 3 •s FALUNG IN LOVE AGAIN Eagle Eye Cherry Polydor 1190 -21 41.67 -33 A 11 " " DUMB The Beautiful South GolOiscs/Mercury 617 "+92~ 40.42 +9 12 7 83 THANKU Alanis Morissette Maverick/Reprise 1358 •17 39.98 k 13 19 0 END OF THE LINE Honeyz Ist Avenue/Mercury 609 +17 39.72 +11 A 14 31 12 1 WANT YOU Savage Garden Columbia 867 +30 39.21 15 u 31 THIS KISS Faith Hill Warner Bros. 1029 -1 38.84 -1 16 33 11 THE EVERUSTING Manie Street Preachers Epie 762 +41 37.62 +19 A 17 32 9 UP AND DOWN Vennabovs Positiva/EMI ̂ 712 ~+13~ 35.94 +10 , :._l_  HIGHEST CLIMBER  _ A 18 « 10 MIAMI Will Smith Columbia 822 +56 35.56 +98 P 19 " 39 MY FAVOURITE GAME The Cardigans Stockholm/Polydor 745 n/c 32.64 -31 20 iB in OUTSIDE George Michael Epie 1115 -39 32.34 -15 21 12 20 1 DONT WANT TO MISS A THING Aerosmith Columbia 1220 31.68 -29 22 io 30 EACH TIME E-17 Telstar 931 -16 30.97 ■38 23 2i s HEARTBEAT Steps Jive/Ebul 588 +1 29.79 -10 24 29 " l'M YOUR ANGEL Celine Dion 81 R.Kelly Epie 632 +2 28.93 -4 A 25 31 2 HARD KNOCK LIFE (GHETTO ANTHEMI Jay-Z Northwestside 574 +62 28.46 +28 A 26 « 33 SIT DOWN James Fontana/Mercury 403 -8 28.25 27 20 is PERFECT 10 The Beautiful South GolOiscs/Mercury 1133 -26 27.93 •19 28" n' » IF YOU BUY THIS RECORD... The Tamperer feat. Maya Pepper 1204 -11 27.73 29 is 83 MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER WITH YO U Stardust Virgin 613 -27 27.49 A 30 33 0 ALWAYS HAVE, ALWAYS WILL Ace Of Base London 455 +28 25.90 "+10" A 31 « 15 WAROFNERVES AH Saints London 672 +15 24.64 +17 A 32 38 25 DREAMING Ruft Driver? Vs Arrola Inferno 310 +10 24.09 +8 33 30 n 1 JUST WANNA BE LOVED Culture Club Virgin 610 -14 24.06 -8 A 34 35 20 0 IF YOU TOLERATE THIS... Manie Street Preachers Epie 702 +10 23.75 +5 35 32 28 FROM THIS MOMENT ON Shania Twain Mercury 411 +2 23.49 n/c 36 2t 20 LimE BIT OF LOVIN' Kelc Le Roc Ist Avenue/Polydor 876 -26 23.43 -30 A 37«3 2i SEARCHIN' MY SOUL Vonda Sheoard Epie 921 +15 +26   - BIGGEST INCREASE IN PLAYS -    BIGGESTINCREASE IN AUDIENCE   -  MOST ADDED  A 38<S2 i 0 TO YOU 1 BELONG B'Witched Glow Worm/Epic 369 +124 22.46 +493 â 39 39 4 35 THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD Sheryl Crow A&M/Polydor 504 +30 22.43 +3 A 40 46 19 w MILLENNIUM Robbie Williams Chrysalis 647 +2 : 22.20 +31 1 41 si ii a CRUSH Jennifer Paige Edel | 874 -14 20.04 -27 A 42<9 2 0 THE GREATEST LOVE VOU'LLNEVERKNOW Lutricia McNeal Wildstar 357 +13 20.01 +33 43 34 4 32 THE BARTENDER AND THE THIEF Stéréophonies V2 122 •62 18.14 -26 44 29 8 2a WOULD YOU...? Touch & Go 0val/V2 536 -41 17,52 -48 i9 MOVE MANIA Sashlfeat Shannon Multiply 458 +2 17.45 -21 A'46 89 1. 0 LOOKING FOR LOVE Karen Ramirez Manifesto/Mercury 488 -8 17.19 +59 ~ A 47 M 2 0 WISH 1WERE YOU Alisha's Attic Mercury 184 -3 15.90 +6 A 48 81 25" « SAVETONIGHT Eagle Eye Cherry Polydor 442 +12 15.60 +11 A 49 80 1 3. GHETTO GIRL Simply Red EastWest 265 +26 15.25 +30 40 WEGOnAGETOUTOF THIS PUCE Space Gut 467 +15 15.20 -27 

F Hu le Control UK monte these staliona 24 hours a dey,oewn days a weelc 2Tdn FM: 2CR fMi Aire FM; Alpha 103.2 FM; Atlantic 252:897 fm'bbc 72T 
Wn,0re 

acon; BRMB FM; Broadland FM; Capital 
Galayy 102 FM ; GalSTo? FM; GtA-CT/HFM; Hallam FM; Veart" 101 8.2; 100.7 Heart FM: Horinn h*» FM; Key 103: Kiss FM: KLFM; leicester Sound; Unes FM SI WMan, 
KTSGR'Î ̂wiem^gna^Ow^gn^^heshirefsoùrdWaTe^séi Jlhem FM; Spire; Stray FM: TFM; The Puisa; Viking FM; \ilrgin «15: Wish 102.4FM; > !fm:RedC ockFM; 

TOP 10 GROWERS I TOP 10 MOST ADDED 
1 THE POWER Of GOOD-BYE Madoma IMaverickl 2 I LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME Boyzoae IPolydor) 3 DUMB Tho Beautiful South IGolDiscs/Mercury) 4 MIAMI Will Smith (Columblal 5 WHEN VOURE GONE Bryan Adaros With Mal C. IASM/Meicu 6 BIG BIG WORLD Emilia lUniversall 7 GOODBYE Spico Girls (Virsinl 8 THE EVERLASTING Manie Street Preochers lEpic) 
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1 TO YOU I BELONG B'Witched (Epie) 53 2 DUMB The Beautiful South IGolOiscs/Mercury) 57 3 SENSUALITY Lovestation (Freshl 59 4 HARD KNOCK LIEE (GHETTO ANTHEMI Jay-Z INorthwestsidel 56 5 PRAISE YOU Fatboy Slim {Skintl 19 6 ALWAYS HAVE. ALWAYS WILL Ace 01 Base (Londonl 39 7 1999 Prince (Warner Brosl 47 8 THE EVERLASTING Manie Street Preachers (Epicl 56 

CHARTS 

radio one mmm 
DREAMING Ml OriwaV.Atrol. Ilnferno) 17177 28 I 32 UP AND DOWN Venflaboys IPositive/EMl) 18382 30 i 31 BELIEVE CheriwEAi 19090 28 : 28 THE EVERUSTING Manie Street PrMch.o (Epicl 15755 25 ; 28 HARD KNOCK LIFE j.y.z (Itaiimeatside) H373 24 ' 28 SOYOUNGlheCous(Atianticl 18740 26 ! 27 SIT DOWN James IFonlana/Mercmyl 17381 27 ' 27 NO REGRETS Robbie Williams IChrysalis) 16634 28 \ 27 THE BARTENDER AND THE THIEF Siereopbonits IV21 161 l WHENYOUREGONEBn.nUdiraWAMdCWMVerts,) 15! 1 MIAMI mil Smith (Columbia) 15 1 TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME FaithlassICheetyl iv ! I LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME BeyronalPciydorl 11. I THE POWER OF GOOD-BYE Madones IMavericH IS ! BIG BIG WORLD Emilia fUnrversal) 141 GOODBYE SpiceGirls(Virgin) III I IWANT YOU Savage Gardon Mmbial 111 I END OF THE LINE Honeyz (Isl Avenue/Mercury) 10! WAROFNERVES Ail Saints (Londonl m THERE GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOO SMryCrcwiAiSbPdïdor) m 1 PRAISE YOU PalboySIrmlSkint) Û. FALUNG IN LOVE AGAIN Eagle Eye Cheny IPolydo-l 97 SWEETEST THING U2 (Islandl 95 MUSIC SOUNDS BETTER WITH YOU Suidusi Mtg,ni 93 MY FAV0UR1TE GAME The Cardigans (: i TROPICALIA ScckiGefi i TO YOU I BELONG B- TAKE ME THERE Biaci MOVE MANIA Sashl F i SHE WANTS YOU Bill 

. AT A GLANCE WEEKLY MARKET SHARES 
TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 

BELIEVE Cher IWEAI 11 I LOVE THE WAY YOU LOVE ME Boyionell 4 SO YOUNG Dre Corrs (Alfantid 5 SWEETEST THING U2llslihd) 9 NO REGRETS Robbie Williams IChrysalis) 12 WHEN YOU'RE GONE BiyanAtaWI. 3 TH ANK U Alanis Mori; 2 I DONT WANT TO MISS A THING AercwbiColunbial 2fi74l478|l132 20 THE POWER OF GOOD-BYE Madoona IMasenckl 26833 7 60 11129 7 PERFECT10 The Beautiiul South IGolDiscs/Mcrcory) 24752l363jlI11 10 IFraUBUrTHISREC0RD...ntT1ppa>erleiLUa,ilP!a(..7 188051193|1076 8 FALUNG IN LOVE AGAIN Eagle Eye Cberry(Polydo.| 2251312691067 18 BIG BIG WORLD Emilia lUniversall 19249 805 {1010 13 TH1S KISS Failli Hill (Warner Bros.] 19243 9 94 1 992 6 OUTSIDE George MichaellEprcI 23669l383j 974 21 GOODBYE Spico Glrls Mrginl 19049 742! 940 
EACH TIME E-17 (Telstarl CRUSH JennHer Poige (Edel) I WANT YOU Savage Gardon I LITRE BIT 0F10V1N' I WHAT CAN l 00 The Corrs 11437l3va/Atianticl 10915 5 28 I IF YOU TOLERATE THIS... Manie Sm Preaehais lEpiel 13335 619 i MYFAVOURITE GAME InaCatogansIStoethanyPcWo.) I l TOTHEMOONAND BACKSavageGardtnICelsnibjal I MILLENNIUM Robbie Williams (Chryselisl : 3 MIAMI Will Smith (Columbia) ! If YOU COULD READ MY M1ND Stars On 54 ITomm, Buy) 3 THE EVERUSTING Manie Sueet Preachers (Epicl 3 WAROFNERVES AU Sainrs (London) 
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RAMStY & FEN 

PETE TON 

ministryofsound.net 
Dedicated to clubbers online 
Call 0870 909 8200 and order your free CD Rom ministryofsound.net is a new Internet Service Provider launching on 16th December 
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ministryiin 
The Ministry Of J Sound is lo join es with MTV to launch ; ■ anliU ■»- - fJii Ministry 01 Sound witti mw toi "Su 

berlin venue broadcast facility lor MTV. Although there is yet to be a final décision about the exact site, the new venture is planned to be up and running by next year and wili include bars, studios and transmission facilities. The development wili mark the first permanent Ministry 01 Sound venue outside the UK. In the past the Ministry bas investigaled opening venues in Japan and Singapore, but until now ils Worldwide profile bas relied mainly on global tours and a weekly syndicated radio show which reaches 30 countries. The Ministry's managing director, Mark Rodol, says, "The prospect of the world's foremost broadcaster and best known club opération joining forces in Berlin is a very exciting one, not just for both companies but for the German music scene in général." MTV managing director Christiane zu Salm says, "With its innovative club scene and world-famous club culture we're very excited at the prospect of launching this joint venture in Berlin. The cily and its young people wili provide a stimulating backdrop for MTV's growing live télévision output while the Ministry's vast experience of the dance valuable addition to German youth 

[7 DAYS IN DANCÊI 

Çlmsëf 
"Thursday: vvent to î: tocutsome ' '. Bumped into ■ ■* . . and . ' • • ■ from - ■ ,. v " popped in and got some fresh cuts from hik Friday: went to the studio, \ ^ Picked up our DJ schedules and directions from our PA KRiSîmt. Sorteû « - out my tunes and headed up north. Reached BIRMINGHAM about 8.30pm Met up with ANDY WARO and guested on Birmingham's CHOICE FM. Leftthe station at about 11 pm and then played at the QUE CLUB which was packed. Saturday: Up at midday. Popped m to see DAVE at CITY SOUNOS and bought a couple of tunes. Then went to the studio to finish our new tune . Went to see to give him a copy and had a tew drinks. That evening played at the CONUAUGHT BOOMS, then at LA '-OSA "OSFRft. Left there having smashed it and played at NUM9 NUJVîBS. Sunday: got up late and watched EASTENDERS Saw my mum, and then went to the studio to finish another track. Monday: had a meeting with CONFETTI and TREVOR from SUN CITY. Had some pictures taken for the '1.0CKE0 ON IIP album which we're mixing. Back to the studio waiting for FEM to arrive. Went home quite early and relaxed, Tuesday: back at the studio. A film crew tumed up to film us for CABLE TV but Fen was late so we didn't startfilmlng until 7pm. Wednesday: went up to : with Fen. Met up with AAA'W'' A-.;-. Bumped into . and gave him a test pressing of our new track 'Always', Then we pre-recorded a three-hour mix for Kiss's GIViNG IT UP' Slot. After we tinished had a coffee with PAUL THOMAS from Kiss : 

and left." 
■ uptown. 
I iondon 

Seb Fontaine hr new résident at Cream in Liverpool. Fontaine wili appear on a fortnightly basis in the club's Annexe room wbile Paul Oakenfold wili continue bis residency in Cream's main room. As well as having been a regular DJ at the club In recent years, Fontaine also mixed the latest 'Cream Anthems' compilation alongside Tall Paul; the pair also hosl a Saturday night show on London's Kiss FM. Fontaine bas been brought in by Cream's Jon Hill, who says, "Seb wili take over the Annexe and make 
that Paul did two years ago. Il lakes a big personality to do this and Seb Is one et only a couple of DJs who I could. We belleve Seb wili play a B massive rôle in Cream's future." The i firsl date of Fontaine's residency wili I be January 30. Fontaine says, i "Being résident in the Annexe next 1 year bas given me somelhing to look | H lorward to for 1999.1 bave always y loved playing that room and the new challenge of making it my home is very exciting." In addition to hls club work, Fontaine Is also gearing up lor the release of Hands Burn's 'Gond Shof on bis Spot On record label. 

iioy 
TfiAX 

TIDYTRAX 11B Osiers Road, London SW181NL, tel; 0181-874 7877, fax: 0181-870 8170 H1ST0RY: Tidy Trax was set up Ihree years ago by Andy Pickles and Amadeus Mozart who make no bones about its cheesy 

beginnirgs in the shape of 'U Found Out' by the Handbaggers which charted at number 55. The label bas grown strongly over its short history and now bas tbree sister labels' UK bouse imprint Untidy Tracks, which bas enjoyed success with its Untidy Dubs releases and remixes; banging bouse label Trade; and trance-based imprint Fabric Of Life. The label works largely on a production level, working with its own acts in the studio, but also picks up European releases on import. "Because l'm also out DJing a lot, I tend to act as the first-stop A&R, plcking thlngs up on a club level and passlng it on to Andy and Amadeus," 

says label manager Simon Paul. "We've also got our close-knit relationship with record shops to thank for our success, as they send us stuff they know we'll like as soon as it enters the country." Recent signing coups for Tidy Trax are Signum and Travel, both on the Jinx label in the Netherlands. An interesting project coming up in the new year is the 'Tidy Girls EP' featuring Anne Savage, Rachel Auburn, Lisa Pin-up and Lisa Lashes. SPECIALIST AREAS; Quality UK banging/uplifting bouse KEY ARTISTS: Signum, Hyperlogic, UK Gold, Untidy 

LAST THREE RELEASES: 'Higher/You'll Know' Trauma; 'What You Got 4 Me' Signum; 'Everybody On The Floor' Rimshot COMING UP: 'Bulgarian' Travel; 'Untidy Disco Dubs' Various; 'Untidy Disco Dubs Vol IV Various; 'The Unreleased Project' Steve Blake, Hyperlogic, and Signum RETAILER'S VIEW: "One of the most consistent and establisbed independent bouse labels whose 'Untidy Dub' remix project bas achieved cuit status, Their sound bas shaped UK dancefloors and their huge global potential wili reap further well- deservedsi ' ' - Joanna, Massive Records, ords^Mr^^p 
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rc* D mrr>r-r>l „ a rare live show at Bugged Out in Liverpool on 2115, fax: 0171-534 9101... EAGl£ DI8CS f It CES ■ '"BKSSKlWïSKSS ISSWSSSaïSBS: 
Th RJv

b Bri9htantl Janles Holroyd' CourtRoad'London'The Ww"'^'pertormfng 
Carter,theStri^Boysand MatkJonesTifATE STUART, formerly of the Polydor press office and more recently Slice PR, has set up on her own as 

crucial, ru bet a montITs wages ifs a Top 10 hit. Steve Canueto, the Ministry's head of A&R, 
therffoMggo^an^thTtot^nce' Airplay 40 of 

pete 
tongp 

VQ* 

IVlake sure yau're ready 
and able tn do businnss in 

Order the new Music Week Dïrectary IMOW sa 
yau yet yaurs hat aff the press in January. 

mUSÏC directory 
\the essentia! guide ta wha's wha in the music industrij\ 

CONTACT : ANNA SPERNI OI7I S40 S5S5 
0171 940 B57Z 
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TUNE OF THE WEEK 

lASSIUS 'CASSIUS 99' (VIRGIN) (HOUSE) ollowing fervently in the French footsteps of Daft Punk, Air and Stardust omes Cassius (aka Motorbass & La Funk Mob) with a belter of a house groove. As warm as the recent Daddy's Favourite track (remixed by Alan Braxe, another French connection) It's recognisable through the "Cassius in the house" name-checking hook and abundance of filtering and female sample-stuttering. As with Prince's '1999', the equally cunningly titled 'Cassius 99' will be practically impossible to avoid during the tail end of this d well into next. • • • • • 

alternative 

ISIamming! A new beat génération starts here 
ZŒsofT 
Bî FO 
KÎ Vt 
Ri 

IThe story unfoids 
^RBÂ^pÉclÈs^BLÂNKn^FÔuR'TÈT'RfMÎxTTwLKÎNMjSÛD)0 
blk funk blues with the 4aur Tel! 

KÎN^ÎsâjîrflME'ÉP'TRËGÂL) ^Versatile sounds with a Beta bounce 
JRedman/Roni",ilz',,lï'lvé Got A-sêc"erll(lD^Smfa> 
gRailings in NY. Power break! 

sterson 

early. With 'The Freaks Conte Ou.' still bllzing wildly, F^r ms,les up another cracker that has justitied ail the hype it has attracted - so much so fhat Wonderbov bas I censed it for next year èd allowed a few copies on Subversive Zu?toC ihetliday period. Clasllhouse with a Black Box edge it is lifted by vocals from Loleatla Holloway. Support has corne from a wide cross-section of DJs, resulting in another sure-fire club m| • • • • • CF 
HARRY 'CHOO CHOO' ROMERO FEAT. INAYA DAY 'JUSTCAN'TGETENOUGH'(SUBUMINAL) ....... (

U
H0USE) 

One hait of the Constipated Monkeys production team with José Nunez, Harry Romero is establishing himself as an excellent producer in his own right. Choo Choo's Main Vocal Mix is a track that builds with those trademark shufflmg drums swirling stabs and vocal lines thabare phased, filtered, pitch-altered and generally funked up to the max. In comes an incredibly funky 'live' basslme with some scorching vocals from Inaya Day, the voice behind Boris Dlugosch's 'Hold Your Head Up High'. The end resuit isa fjnky uplifting vocal anthem from one of the most consistent house labels around. • • • • • Z 
m 

DESTINY'S CHILD 'GET ON THE BUS' (ELEKTRA/WARNER BROS) (R&B) This is yet another quality half-step groove to be lifted from the exceptional 'Why Do Fools Fall In Love' soundtrack. Missy 'Misdemeanor' Elliot and Timbaland are the executive producers for the entire project and are responsible for this création which oozes class and originality, The bassline is typically off the hook and needs to be heard on a big pair of bass bins, Destiny's Child, who last graced us with 'No No No', unleash sweet and sultry vocals to complément the raw-edged backing track. Nice one. • • • • ® RH 

MOBO ALLSTARS 'AIN'T NO STOPPIN' US NOW (POLYGRAM TV) (SOUL) London funksters O-Influence have officially been appointed by the Mobo Organisation to put together one of the most mouthwatering collaborations in UK soul history for this McFadden & Whitehead classic Philly cover. Kwame & Co have brought together names such as Des'ree, Mica Paris, Shola Ama, Kele Le Roc, the Ignorants and Beverley Knight. The vibe is positively projected in ail the vocal contributions and D-Influence's groove is chunky and funky, enabling each individual to flow in his or her own spécial way, It will be an inévitable chart and radio smash so watch out (or overkill. • • • • RH 
KRAFTY KUTS 'WILD IN THE AISLES EP' (FSUK) (BEATS) The lunky cut-up crew return with more party beats. First up is 'Who Is It' featuring an earthy bassline and simple vocal hook complété with reggae breakdown and scratched-up outra. Then cornes the old school hip hop funk of 'NI Slick Flow' before the real gem 'Executions At Dawn', a beautiful slice of chilled guitar and sitar beats. • • • • BB 
CEVIN FISHER 'BURNING' UP' (SUBVERSIVE/WONDERBOY) (HOUSE) Il seems as though tracks vying to be the most mémorable of 1999 are queuing 

THE EFFECT 'DAY MISSION' (VC RECOROINGS) (HOUSE) Another large hard house party anthem frpm Virgin. A hard thumping downbeat and crisp hi-hat upbeat kick in instantly.l/V naggingly simple synth line stops everything for a moment while it warmsjitself up, then the beats crash in again with the backing chords providing the varjation. A warping key line breaks things down, but not for long as the ever-appràaching beats try to kick the door down, ■ and it's not long before they've broker h. ® • • • CF 
DJ STIX 'THE ELECTRIC BLUES EP! (KINGSIZE) (BEATS) Hip hop and R&B producer whizzkid Stix (s back with a four-pack of hip hop beats. The opener 'Rico's Paradise' combines heady beats with fuzzy electric guitar and drifting horns. 'Electric Bluesj (parries skipping beats with harmonica, horns and organ. On the flip, '2 Turntables' goes ali quirky and brassy, while the Hardwire rei xofthe sa ck subtly infuses a ska be [.•••• 
BUM 'FILTERZON' (EMOTIF) The man that brought you 'Oronologic' returns to his familiar realms of drum 8 dark-edged rollers. 'Filterzon' penetrate: two-step drums - on the si 

(DRUM & BASS) n' nu skool breaks label Botchit & Scarper tfass with two very strong, brooding fie floor with distorted bass stabs and a|s simple but great care has been put in 
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Very leftfield cul for Atlanla's linest. Pure eleclric lunk 

ïmpned by trevor nelson 

^ ! 

DEEJAY PUNK-ROC VS ONYX 'ROC-IN-IT (INDEPENDIENTE) (BEATS) Punk-Roc goes ail soulful with his hop hop beats while hard rap crew Onyx throw an aggressive vocal over the top. The light and dark combination works really well, particularly with the great charted chorus. This is already brewing up a storm in the US and should help Punk-Roc here too. Cool stuff. • • • • BB 
DAFOOL'NOGOOD'(FFRR) (HOUSE) A longstanding whitejabel originally titled 'Meet Him At The Blue Oyster Bar' due to its prominent 'Blue Oyster' sample, this has now been renamed and re-recorded for the new year. The Authentic Individuals and Quake provide the new mixes, both of which use the same sample hook and run fresher ideas around it. The original still sounds very strong, however, having already enjoyed underground success and iooking iikely to emulate that commercially in 1999. • • • • • CF 
ARTFUL DODGER FEAT. CRAIG DAVID SOMETHING' (CENTRIC) (GARAGE) Following hot on the heels of the successful 'What Ya Gonna Do' from earlier this year, the Artful Oodger returns with an equally large chunk of soulful garage, once again featuring the excellent vocals of Craig David, This record oozes qualify with ils clean two-step rhythm supported by some warm sweeping pads, piano lines and a bouncing bassline. The production is crisp and Craig David's smooth R&B- style vocals turn this into a catchy little number. • • • • Z 
FATBOY SLIM 'PRAISE YOU' (SKINT) (BEATS) The mellow side of the Fatboy cornes to the fore on this cool Fender Rhodes-led vocal groove. Check out the flip for more typical beat-laden fare. First up is the David Dundas-sampling vocal cut-up stomper 'Sho' Nuff followed by a wicked Mulder mix of 'Rockafeller Skank' which builds in the usual way and benefits greatly from the twangy guitar and vocal hooks. © ® © © © BB 

STREET TECHNIQUE 'DOWN' (ULTIMATUIVl BREAKS) (BEATS) Kevin 'Chief Rocka' Beber and Adam 'Coastal Breaks' Freeiand return together on vinyl to record their best work to date. 'Oown' appeared at the tail end of last year on a restricted number of dub plates, and since then it has moved more than its fair share of danoefloors. If you are into your P-Funk cross-bred with deep house and breakbeat, then you are sure gonna dig this baby. • • 9 ® DM 
BOB SINCLAR 'MY ONLY LOVE' (EAST WEST) (HOUSE) Following on from the album-only 'Gym Tonic' that first announced Bob Sinclar's arrivai on the dance scene, this funky filtered disco track reeks of sophistication. The maie vocal is deep and very upfront, and is neither sampled nor cut-up. It's a soulful, rétro laidback composition which again mixes underground credibility with commercial appeal. • • • • CF 
MODIFIED STARCH 'MODIFIED CROPS' (SLALOM) (BEATS) The Slalom boys return once again with a top track for your collection. This time it's the turn of Modified Starch who give us a three-tracker of slamming electro. 'Modified Crops' is the more peak-time rocker of the three, with filtered effects manoeuvring in and around the beats whilst the bassline stands stem at the back supporting it every inch of the way. • • • • DM 

BOOTSY COLLINS 'PARTY LICK-A-BLE'S' (WEA) (FUNK) This instant floor-mover has Bootsy Collins doing his inimitable thing over ^ chopped and stuttering Norman Cook production, a "Keepin that funk alive 

THE HONEYZ END OF THE UNE' (MERCURY) (R&B) These three luscious ladies are set to be direct compétition to Ail Saints and other girl groups, so watch out. The Ignorants stamp their familiar sound over this one as they did with KC & JoJo's 'Ail My Life' so if thal's anything to go by it's in for more success, Without their mix the track would lack club appeal, but the boys rescue the situation and add an ounce of underground flavour, so from a remix angle you could say mission accomplished! ® ® » ® rh 
LIQUID CHILD 'DIVING FACES' (NEO) (HOUSE) This superb house track is already boasting hlgh-profile club and radio plays. It is led ail the way by a single synth riff that wanders purposefully throughout, picking up and dropping off along the route. The original mix is more dreamy and definitely the strongest, while the Binary Code mix has a tougher edge to it. Ail this with two more mixes still to corne. •••••• CF 
BUCKETHEADS 'THE BOMB (BOOTLEG N0.1)' (HENRY STREET) (HOUSE) The slightly misleading title suggests that you're Iikely to hear something akin to a 'Holiday'/'Stardust' bootleg when in fact these two mixes could just be unreleased. In essence they are tougher bass-heavy grooves which certainly lack the energy the track possessed the first time around. • • • JH 
DJ SAKIN & FRIENDS 'PROTECT YOUR MIND' (ADDITIVE) (HOUSE) Produced in Germany and set to be one of Additive's biggest releases of the year, this sounds somewhat like a box office film theme at its main break. Lange provides the first mix, which has a typically hard-edged approach, a pdwerful build beckoning the hands-aloft section using an almost electro bagpipe effect. The Suspicious Mix cornes across with more energy, mixing hard acld twirls and a deeper beat and bass roll. Simply massive stuff. • • ® • • CF 
RAE & CHRISTIAN 'DIVINE SOUNDS' (GRAND CENTRAL) (ALTERNATIVE) The Manchester boys deliver some divine sounds from their reoent well-received album. The lead eut, 'Divine Sounds' is a cut'n'paste scratch-fest with ail the Rae & Christian production trimmings. 'FooT cuts the mustard as a vocal track, but it's the instrumental version that's getting the breakbeat DJs in a twist with its dark bass throbs and rolling beats. • ® « • DM 
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URBAN CHART 
1 HARD KNOCK LIFE i TAKE ME THERE I GIMME SOME MORE/TEAR THE ROOF I END OF THE LINE i IT'S ALL YOURS I MY LOVE ISYOUR LOVE (LP) î WESTSIDE GETONTHE BUS i LOVE ME ' TOUCHIT 

LOVELIKETHIS 
Rae & Chi 

28 35 7 29 40 12 30 31 " 

i SPELLBOUND i HOME ALONE7SPENDIN' MONEY/ONLY THE LOOT... (LP) R Kelly I LEAN ON ME ! WHO LOVES YOU EP I DOYOUFEELME HOLD ME STRAWBERRY I GOOD LOVE l TOUCHME DONT LETIT GO TO YOUR HEAD 1 10TH ANNNIVERSARY TRIBUTE (LP) ICANTSEE MYLITTLE SECRET DOIN' OURTHING 

Nortlroeslside Univeisal Elektra Isl Avenue/Mercuty EaslWesl 

Universal Expansion MJJ/Epic 

Nicole leaturing Cem'toi 
HOW DEEP ISYOUR LOVE SWEETHEART MISSING YOU THE RECIPE BLUE ANGELS THINKING ABOUTIT BOBBY DIGITAL IN STEREO (LP) 

1 BULLSHITTIN' 1 WAR& PEAGE (VOLUME 1) ■ TIME TO MOVE ON 

Phoebe One Tolal lealoting Missy ■Misclemeanor' EH Dru Hill leatoring Redman JD leaturing Mariait Carey Mobbs IV Real MadtTO Pras EaslWesl Gee Slreet Columbia Columbla 

if c o m m e n t a r y ] 
\ by tony iarsides 

.iay i stays ai number one, and ■ seemed to fully enjoy bis recent ^ visit to the UK. Showcaslng ( 'Hard Knock Life' at The Llck party ai the | Emporium in London, he was so taken with | the crowd that he performed an impromptu 'v, set of four more numbers and stayed C drinking Champagne until 4am... Elsewhere i on our chart. there are bits and pièces of ;? action. An EP of club-friendly tracks from ■.'s new album climbs 15 places to number six. Meanwhile, Epie H priority 1U, who was also in the UK last ? week, is our highest climber, jumping from v 34 to seven, The week's highest new entry ( is DEST IMY'S CHILD, whose duet with ji Timbaland 'Get On The Bus' is the latest f track lifted from the 'Why Do Fools Fall In Love' soundtrack, By the way, there's an I excellent Timbaland interview in FWrethis month... East West bas malled out another ( new mix of N.COLF RAY's excellent 'I Can't i: See' featuring a heavy contribution from f Cam'ron. It's definite dancefloor fodder... S! l've just heard the first track from the new ï ll.C album 'Fan Mail'. The track, 'Silly Ho', | was produced by Dallas Austin and lias a Timbaland computer-type feel to It, The | album apparently features a computer- I generated new band member Vicky, with | production once again in the hands of '■ Dallas Austin, Babyface, Jermaine Dupri i and Organized Noise, Expecl the first single, )' 'Shout', in late January, and the album itself S on February 22. 

thé 
POP 

i.98 

I YOU SHOULD BE... i THE BEST OF M PEOPLE REMIXED: ONE NIGHT IN HEAVEN... ! TO YOU I BELONG ! THE TO'S MOMENT MEDLEY/DONT LET THIS MOMENT END î 1WANTY0U I POWER WOMAN GOOD MORNING SUNSHI NE/THE OFFICIAL MEGAMIX GIRLS NIGHT OUT ' UPAND DOWN i 1 DONT WANT TO MISS A THING j SHE WANTS YOU i INSANITY 1 TRAGEDY ? LASTCHRISTMAS 

Mulliply Sound OIMinIslty M People 

017 9 5 BAD GIF i BIGBIG WORLD 1 ATOUCHOFBOOOOGIE I SPACEINVADERS I LICKY, UCKY TASTY i BELIEVE ' IF YOU BUY THIS RECORD YOUR LIFE WILL BE BETTER F**KOFF ! GOTA MESSAGE 

Gloria Estefan Savage Garden Mark Van Dale with Enrico 

e Groove leatoring Gwen Dickey 

The Tamperer (ealuring Maya Jayne County l-Kon lealuring Angie Brown 

Rodeo/Univetsal Quality AH Around The World 

I THE ULTIMATE DISCO GROOVE IT MAY BE WINTER OUTSIDE AND YOU DONT STOP I SWEETHEART I END OF THE UNE MORE THAN THIS DAY MISSION i FUNKY LOVE WE ARE LOVE t WALK (THE DOG) L1KE AN EGYPTIAN 3 MOVE MANIA 5 TOM'S PARTY NO GOOD 3 LASTCHRISTMAS 

DJ Eric présents Jode leaturing Jo-Hans Sasbl leaturing Sbannon T-Spoon 
Allen Voices leaturing The Three Oegrees 

[commemtari? -. | by alan jones 
Moving 8-1 on the upfrontB chart, RROR BALL's'GlvenB Up' also soars 12-1 on the Pop "Dp chart, hecoming the third track to simultaneously top the two charts this year. It is less lhan 1 % ahead of its nearest challenger on the upfront chart but - as befits a record based on the cheesy Three Degrees hit 'Giving Up, Giving In'-it basa21% leadatopthe PopTip chart... Looking (or their third consécutive number one, B'WIÎCHEO climb 8-4 with To You I Belong". Those of you who have heard only the ballad version of the track will be surprised It's doing so well - but it's the rather 1 more pacey Amen UK mixes which are laking ! the clubs by storm... Another act with more than their fair share of number one hits on ' both the CIN and Pop Tip charts are AQUA. The Swedish group are bidding for another number one, at least on the Pop Tip chart, with 'Good Morning Sunshine', which débuts at number seven. It has been promoed on two separateT2-inch singles, while 'The Officiai Megamix' - a rather badly mixed tour of the group's hits which will serve as its commercial flip -fills another piece of plastic... The battle of 'Last Christmas' seems to have been resolved in favour of LE . GROOVE whose version, featuring GWEN DICKEY, soars 330-15 while the ALTEN VOICES FEATURING THREE DEGREES take on the George Mlchael tune slumps 25-40. A third version of the song, not promoed to clubs, serves as a bonus track on BILL lE's 'new single She Wants You'. 
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