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HMV trials burn-your-own CDs 
Everyone is committed 

Customers will be ab the kiosks to download alogue titles, initially 

ners to invest in the development of the kiosks, whioh it plans to introduoe into its stores before the end of the year. It déclinés to reveal the identity of the two par- ties beyond saying that one is a 
média company. HMV business development analyst John Wheatley says, "Each partner is putting in their 

îking 
The major label partner 

re content from 
Kiosks are a potentially fui weapon for retallers as they enable customers to purchase out-of-stock CDs, effectively expanding their in-store range. It is not yet clear what pricing struc- ture will be adopted for the HMV kiosks but it is expected that the 

recently began rolling out kiosks in some of its US stores following a deal with digital entertainment distributor Digital On-Demand, is due to hold a meeting in the US this week to consider its plans for the UK. The latest kiosk initiatives underline the increasingly proac- 
companies have been adopting 

offered via a single 
EMI taking an eq'uity st 

HMV: digital kiosk experiment 
price of their CDs will match those of in-store stock. The ven- ture has also yet to décidé on a hardware and software platform. Virgin Megastores, which 

digital recent months. Last wee followed Sony in striking with Digital On-Demand tr 
K, EMI 

logue tracks for burning on to CD. Fergal Gara, who heads EMI Records UK's recently launched 
ced last week that it will be mak- ing a broad range of music avail- able for portable players compli- ant with the Secure Digital Music Initiative spécification. 

Five were yesterday (Sunday) hoping to hold off Rlcky Martin to secure their first number one singli If Ya Gettin' Down was battling it out against Martin's Livln' La Vida Loca to top the chart, a position which has so far eluded the RCA act, although their five singles to date have ail gone Top 10. This would be RCA's third number one 

Westlife. "The last Five album sold more than 3.5m units Worldwide. The new album (due November) is sounding even better. Don't think anythlng less than number ones," says Magee. To help promote the single, the band made an In-store 
's Oxford Street la 

Whiley to front BBC's Mercury Prize coveruge 
Radio One's Jo Whiley Is to be the face and the voIce of this year's Technics Mercury Music Prize (MMP) after agreeing to host the BBC2 TV show and 

:. It promises to be a dlffi- ' the judges and will see what they 

s: MW Mercury favourite 
_. .... weekend. They will be nounced at the Royal 

The TV show, which airs the evening the prize is announced Travis: on September 7, may also offer a différent format from prevlous years when a panel of guests announced at the Royal have discussed the nomlnees Commonwealth Club tomorrow and prize wlnners. A source sug- (Tuesday) with a llve lead to aests this will keep the show Whiley's show maklng her th fresh although détails of any flrst outlet for the nominations, changes are understood to still Kevin Milburn, deputy directe be under discussion. of MMP, says, "This year the, A panel of judges, chalred by were more than 140 entries co music author and critfc Simon ering 

vey of leading industry execu- tives and artists published In this week's Issue, while Travis' The Man Who - the top choice among MW staff - Is further down the same list. Frith will be alded by elght judges, including MTV Europe président and creatlve dlrector Brent Hanson, editor Radio One Productions Lorna Clarke, and musician and composer Trevor 
wider range of • See Mercury feature, p8 

Redmond becomes MW publisher 

events they serve the music industry wii 
Redmond, who joined Music marketing opportunities. Dur prior- Week in 1990 as editor, will also ity is simple: to serve the music be responsible for sister maga- industry b 

lishing director of the Miller managing dire 
"The Miller Freeman Music Group is hugely diverse," he says, "from the 40-year he  

m confident that Steve's 
i Miller Freeman's is of fono Music Group as a dynamic force." 
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PRICE tABEl 

Dur Price 

underline 
by Paul Williams Our Price is embarking on ils biggest store expansion pro- gramme in more than five years, despite the question marks still hanging over its much-delayed man- agement buyout plan. The 230-store 

year. The total number of outlets in 

store openings 

stratégie shift 

VIRGIN P0ACHES McDONAlD EMI head of national accounts Horace McDonald Is joining the Virgin Music Group on August 9 as commercial director. The London- 
with Virgin companies across Europe to develop catalogue and compilations campaigns as well as Virgin's internet strategy. He replaces Nick King. who has joined online retailer Boxman. 

of catchments. Instead v talking about London suburbs, sta- and airport sites, big shopping 

Trafford Centre and a 70 sq m Paddington Station later that • month. Détails of the other eight 

lowever, Our Price t store in five years foliowing a décision openings by Virgin Entertainment to separate nd of the the Virgin and Our Price manage- ing a 300 ment teams. Our Price managing director Mike srly September McGinley says that since the split :h at London's with Virgin there has been a push the Our Price brand. 

O 

CRUNCH.C0.UK EXPflNDS Crunch.co.uk, the UK's first légal MP3 website whieh has licensing arrangements with labels including Hooj Choons, Dorado, Platipus and Tummy Touch, is expandlng after striking a deal with Emusic.com. The agreement is Emusic taking an equity 
the cash partly to fund th 

re had a look at ail ti- re going s of towns which a to be right for taking the bra to its roots, which is a good strong local record shop, and really capi- talise on the sorts of towns where we're really strong," he says. 

options are still being explored for the buyout, but stresses it is a slow process. "The whoie background of this sort of exercise is it is difficuit with retail having a problematic areas where a new store open, though these tend to bf from the larger population areas year. we ve nao tne ao more frequented by Virgin plexity of demerging the Megastores. "We're not at this Our Price which has been stage proposing to enter these process," he says. 
Virgin 

Kevin Palmer has been promoted from programme director at London's Heart 106.2FM to group head of programmes for both the Heart and Galaxy brands. His previous rôle has been filled by Jana Rangoon!, who joins from Chrysalis Radio's Galaxy 105 and 

Classicul bodies seek 
backing over subsidy 
Ciassical composers and publish- ers hope the government wili corne to their aid this week to help cush- Ion what they say will be a further blow from the PRS, which is propos- ing changes to its voting structure. The Culture Media and Sport select committee has been investi- gatmg the PRS' décision to abolish the ciassical music subsidy and is due to report its findings to the gov- ernment at 12 noon today (Monday). Members of the ciassi- cal music alliance (CMA), formed to lobby PRS to overturn its décision to phase out the £lm subsidy, hope it will support their cause. A spokesman for the select c 

• plans for the new PRS 
• update on international m 

PRS's proposai to change its voting structure at its September 17 AGM. The PRS is recommending a change to the voting structure to "bring ■ SŒ-'--'-- 
t buff 

the pattern of re' enue distribution". Glover says the changes woul 
CMA, Basca and PRS to ict of PRS's décision to te subsidy. "We wanted to r the rationale behind tf 

Trevor Glover, m, 
report but says it 

voice. "Ifs grossly weighted in favour of the main companies whose main interests are pop music," he says. Similarly, compos- er Colin Matthews says the PRS proposai is "very depressing". A PRS spokesman says, "Everyone is entitied to corne along 

Cornet tosell music 
in new superstores 
er Cornet has moved Into music retailing In a big way with the first 
of-town superstores. A 3,000 sq m store opened in Paisley a fortnight ago stocking a deep range of electrical goods and software, including around 6,500 
followed in mid-August by a simi- larly-sized store openlng in Reading with a third branch lined up for Greenwich in south London 

Cornet senior product manager Cari Cowling says the retailer is not known for stocking music so has settled on such a large 

Klngfisher's distribution arm EUK is supplying Cornet with the CDs, which cover a broad range of genres and are being competitive- ly priced with chart titles typlcally selllng for £11.99 and some as cheap as £9.99. 

M 
| mMt | 

Rrâh Vani 
drinking i(i L.A. 

Theme from the R0U.I"b rj/Ad Released 09.08.99 

l> ' 'iip 

n i 



-pggpOi^SETÎCÉNCENo- 
SEA6942 

I I 

MUSIC WEEK - Circulation Department 
Miller Freeman UK Ltd 
Marlowe House 
109 Station Road 
SlDCUP 
DA15 7BR 



NEWS 

ras 

i V ^ 

Assembling Garbage, an 83-plece orchestra, Don Black and David Arnold together in Metropolis Studios - it is a mission only 007 could achieve. The band bave laid down the title song to the new James Bond movie The World Is Not Enough and Biack, who wrote the track with David Arnold, says it is vintage Bond. "The song reflects the film. It tells the story, which of course is ail about world domination, but is a lot more Personal and intense. It's quite ballady and dramatic, but feels contemporary. It's Bond for 2000," says Black, who has been involved in Bond movies since Thunderball. He adds that he plans to collaborate with Arnold on other projects, and is currently planning a musical version of Graham Greene's Brighton Rock with Bond theme composer John Barry. 

Bell to leave rôle at 
Elton John company 

new s fi I e 

Colin Bell is understood to 1 ing bis back on management and considerlng a move back into labels followlng hls surprise depar- ture from Elton John Management after Just 10 months. Bell's move follows a turbulent year in John's career, including uncertainty over the US future of hls record label Rocket, a recent heart opération and légal wran- gling with his former accountants 
alleged négligence and breach of trust. It is understood that the Price Waterhouse Cooper dispute is now on the verge of resolution. An EJM spokesman insists Bell's departure was amlcable. It Is believed EJM chlef executive Frank Presland and tour manager Keith Bradley will share Reld's workload. 

NOW! DEBUTS ON MINIDISC Virgin/EMI TV joint commercial director Steve Pritchard says his division could be preparing other compilations for release on MiniDiso followlng the début last week of the Now! brand c format. Now! 43 had an i shipout of around 2,000 unns with Pritchard reporting re-orders numbering around 500 units. 
MO 

CASTIE UNVEIIS LOW-PRICE LABEL Castle Music is launching a new low-price label on August 16. Castle Pie already has 80 single and 20 double albums slated for release, Including the Small Faces' Itchycoo Park and Motorhead's Ace Of Spades. The dealer price wlll be £2.38 for a single album and £3.57 for a double album. 

Dur Price store openings 

underline stratégie shift 

VIRGIN POACHES HcDONALD EMI head of national accounts Horace McDonald is jolning the Virgin Music Group on August 9 as commercial director. The London- based rôle will see him working with Virgin companies across Europe to develop catalogue and compilations campaigns as well as Virgin's internet strategy. He replaces Nick King, who has joined online retailer Boxman. 

by Paul Williams Our Price is embarking on its biggest store expansion pro- 
hanging over its much-delayed man- agement buyout plan. The 230-store opération has lined up 10 store openings id of the ar with the first tw 

year. The total number of outlets in the chain fell from a peak of 310 in 1993 to 228 last year with a branch usually shut whenever a Virgin store was launched in the same area. However, Our Price opened its first store in five years last November following a décision by Virgin Entertainment to separate the Virgin and Our Price manage- 
Trafford Centre in early S and a 70 sq m branch at London s Paddington Station later that month. Détails of the other eight 

© Virgin." 

£v 

management buy- 
bave been compieted before the end of last year, McGinley says it is bi 

crunch.co.uk expands Crunch.co.uk, the UK's first légal MP3 website whlch has llcensing arrangements with labels including Hoo] Choons, Dorado, Platipus and Tummy Touch, is expanding after strlking a deal with Emusic.com. The agreement Involves Emuslc taking an equity stake in Crunch, which will use the cash partly to fund the 

to reactivate the Our Price brand. 

to follow next year. Our Price's expansion gramme reflects the stratégie 1 I record shop, and really ci e on the sorts of towns wlv e really strong," he says. 

McGinley: McGinley adds that Our Price has identified up to 150 catchment areas where a new store could open, though these tend to be away from the larger population areas more frequented by Virgin Megastores. "We're not at this stage proposing to enter these 

options are still being explored for the buyout, but stresses it is a slow process. "The whole background of this sort of exercise is it is difficult with retail having a problematic year. We've had the added corn- plexity of demerging the old Virgin Our Price which has been a very big 

CHRVSAUS RADIO PR0M0IES PALMER Kevin Palmer has been promoted from programme director at London's Heart 106.2FM to group head of programmes for both the Heart and Galaxy brands. His previous rôle has been filied by Jana Rangoon!, who joins from Chrysalis Radio's Galaxy 105 and 106. 

Classicol bodies seek 
backing over subsidy 
Classical c ers hope the government will cc to their aid this week to help et IliUjiftWMiM 

• nominations fo dlrectors 

(Monday). k :e(CN 
to phase out the £lm subsidy. hope it will support their cause. A spokesman for the select com- mittee, chaired by opéra buff Gerald Kaufman, says it took évi- dence from parties including the CMA, Basca and PRS to assess the impact of PRS's décision the s jsldy. "We e deci- ■r the rationale behind sion," he says. Trevor Glover, managing director of Boosey & Hawkes, welcomes the report but says it is coloured by 
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PRS's proposai to change its voting structure at its September 17 AGM. The PRS is recommending a change to the voting structure to "bring the allocation of votes to members nearer the pattern of rev- enue distribution". Glover says the changes would erode classical members' électoral voice. "It's grossly weighted in favour of the main companies whose main interests are pop music," he says. Similarly, compos- er Colin Matthews says the PRS proposai is "very depressing". A PRS spokesman says, "Everyone is entitled to corne along 

Cornet tosell music 
in new superstores 
Kingfisher-owned electrical retail- er Cornet has moved into music retailing in a big way with the first of what is set to be a chain of out- of-town superstores. A 3,000 sq m store opened In Palsley a fortnight ago stocking a deep range of electrical goods and software, including around 6,500 CD music titles. Its launch will be followed In mid-August by a simi- opening a third ,p for Grer efore the end of the year. Cornet senior product m: larl Cowllng says the retr ot known for stocking m 

ih lined 

moving Into It in a big way. "We felt if we were going to go into it we would have to do it properly," 
Kingfisher's distribution arm EUK is supplying Cornet with the CDs, whlch eover a broad range of genres and are being competitive- ly priced with chart titles typically selling for £11.99 and some as cheap as £9.99. 
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WESTWOOD HYSTERIA HITS US AIL The R&B and hip hop communlty was talking about little else last Monday than the shooting of Radio One DJ Tim Westwood. But that this should make front page news and attract significant column inches in ail the national newspapers for the next few days was astonlshing. The silly season notwithstanding, it would have merited barely a mention were it not for ail the coverage devoted to the string of so-called 'Yardie' shootlngs In London in recent weeks. Add to that the rent-a-quote Tory who suggested that Jamaicans should1 

be requlred to have visas and the story developed legs way beyond its merits. This is a problem for Westwood - his credibility is undermined and, more seriously, his safety is in danger - and for the BBC, which will have to re-examine how far its public service broadcasiing remit extends to 'keeping it reaT. But is It a problem for the mainstream muslc industry? The answer is undoubtedly yes. Newspaper reports last week variously linked Yardie gangs and violence wlth the black music scene in général and the unrelated shootlngs of Westwood, a security guard at a Beenie Man concert and reggae producer Henry 'Junjo' Lawes in particular. In reality the latter events were the resuit of totally separate disputes that had nothing to do with music. The real concern is the knock-on effect this coverage could have on an area of the music industry which is only now gaining mainstream exposure. Venues and promoters are already nervous about promotlng reggae shows - sadly Beenie Man would find it hard to book a London show at the moment even though he has started to become a genulne crossover star. And there is now concern that this nervousness will spread to rap and R&B shows. "The events of the past week will put us back 10 years," sighed one of the UK's biggest and most experienced rap DJs last week. Let's hope he is proved wrong. Ajax Scott 

STEPCAREFULLY WITH BEST OFS It will soon be that time of year again not only for major album releases but also for the slew of Best Ofs which bolster the bottom lines of desperate record companles and make retailers happy. However, they do pose a number of conundrums, foremost among which is timing. Is there an optimum time during an artist's career to release a Best Of? A short-termist (and budgetly-challenged) record company can often extract one from a less than enthusiastic act during contract re-negotiations. Maybe the act fmally wants some financial reward or maybe they want their pension fund topped-up. Some acts release Best Ofs after three or even two albums, prompting sarcastic retailers to quip 'I didn't know you released EPs'. Some never get round to it at ail, believing that their albums stand alone and that individuel tracks should not be culled from them. And then there are those who have their catalogue issued, reissued, compiled and recompiled forever until no one believes it can be done again but the compilations keep on coming and are often as successful - again and again. Many assume that huge selling compilations generate catalogue business - which is almost certainly true - and then the compilation itself usually becomes the prime catalogue album. But what does it do to the artist's career? For an act on the way down i thlnk it can be the final nail in the coffin. The great mass market that buys hit compilations has often been waitlng for an artist's hits album for a long time havlng only ever purchased the odd studio album. And after the Hits is released those same consumers have to have very, very strong reasons for buying a new album from that same artist, that is the hits from it have to be top notch. Maybe they will buy a CD single or multi-artist compilation to get the one hit, but it Is tough to convince them to buy an album. The motto seems to be 'tread carefully and get the timing right'. 
Jon Webster's column Is a Personal vl 

Dealers feel pinch as 

CD-R piracy kicks in *  —~—— i ■ imi large student populations. 
voicing increasing i 

CD-R counterfeiting. Although it is difficult to estimate 

ecreating their rather than buying legitimate copies. Aithough CD-R piracy has become a burning industry issue in several of the largest continental European territories, it appears to be only now that the problem is beginning to bite in the UK. Jo Walters, who runs the Trading Post store in Stroud, cites the example of one of her regular eus- 

White: 'copying bonanza' business. "It has happened gradu- ally over the past six months as word gets round and as the equip- ment becomes cheaper. But it's not just burning CDs - it's internet 

Jason White, who runs Left Legged Pineapple in Leicester, says he is aware of students at a nearby university making pirate CDs and   at£3 a time. "There is uge copying bonanza going on at university," claims \  

Dion, PJ Harvey and SI have gone missing from his shop in the past three months. "We've had inlays go missing before, but these 
they're being used for," he says. Lerryn Bry, who runs Music Box in Piymouth, believes CD-R is the biggest threat. "l've had DJs corne in, buy four or five singles and then get colleagues to copy them on CD R. I know it's happening because 
10 good of this." 
wouid prevent illégal copying. " the only way to combat this. It's record companies that a out," she says. The escalating retail concern over the issue is beginning to be reflect- ed in other parts of the UK busi- ness. Recent raids conducted by the BPI and MCPS anti-piracy teams sing amounts of manufacturing 

Boxman eyes stock 
marketsforflotation 

planned merger wlth Yalplay is glven the green light. Sweden-based Boxman, which announced earlier this month that it plans to create a £52m group by comblning with Yalplay (formerly IMVS), has appointed Morgan Stanley to advise It on Its stock market listing in early 2000. Morgan Stanley is eonsidering four possible markets - the London stock exchange, the local market in Stockholm, Frankfurt's Neuer Markt and the Nasdaq Stock Market, where US online music speclallst MP3.com launched last Tuesday, ralslng $34Sm. Shares In MP3.com soared 126% during their fîrst day of trad- ing to $63.31 each, valuing the San Diego-based company at about $4bn. This follows the successful launch of Liquld Audio on Nasdaq on July 9, which raised $42m after placing 4.2m shares at $15. 

Weslwood's live future uncerlain 
live appearances by Radio One's Tim Westwood foilowing the attempt on the DJ'slife last week. Organisers of the Notting Hill Camival, the highlight in Westwood's events diary, are unsure whether the rap broadeaster will now appear on Bank Hoilday Monday as planned. However, a spokeswoman says secu- rity arrangements are not being stepped up around the Radio One stage at the west London event where Trevor Nelson is also due to te day h 

e shows and live dates. Last (end's shows - the first since his oting the previous Sunday - were 

Westwood; Carnlval spot undedded have no information," she says. The Radio One spokesman déniés there will be any éditorial changes to Westwood's rap programmes and 
âge violence". He emphasised that the BBC has never had a complaint upheld against Westwood's show in its five years of broadeast. A spokeswoman for Scotland Yard says no one has yet been arrested for the shooting, which occurred when Westwood was retuming from a gig in Brockwell Park, south Le ' 

Confidence running high for summer festivals V99's organisers say they are wun- fldent of a strong audience turnout 
slower ticket sales at this stage than at the same time last year. Poor ticket sales have already forced the cancellatlon of the smailer XS99, which was due to have taken place this weekend at Donington Park In Derby. However, V99's organisera say that although 
place from August 21 down on a year ago when a llne-up mcluding The Verve and Robbie Williams prompted a sell-out six weeks In advance, this year's sales are well up on IBRT's levels. This year the event returns to 

which takes Robbie: breaking concert records its usual Hylands Park, Chelmsford tii    ^'•«'•nsTora site, although its second leg has moved from Leeds to a new site In Weston Park In Staffordshire after the Mean Fiddler decided to expand its Reading event into the Yorkshlre clty. Festival dlrector 

Rob Ballantine, who expecis more than 50,000 people at each site, blâmes a général drop in festival interest for the fail In demand. The Mean Fiddler event at Reading and Leeds Is taking place over the August Bank Hoilday weekend with acts Including Blur, Catatonla and Stéréophonies. Among the other festivals, the Robbie Wllliams-headed event at Slane Castle in Ireland on August 28 has broken ail records for the venue by selling out four months In advance. This coming weekend's Cambridge Folk Festival is also a sell-out, while Cream is confident of dolng the same for its August 28 Creamflelds event in Liverpool. 
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EDITED BY TRACEY SNELL M A BKETIMG 
Virtual Robbie to star 
in PlayStation game Robbie Williams is recording a spé- cial track for a new Sony Play- Station game and wlll feature in the game as a virtual character. The EMIrChrysalis   s Only Us for the football game Fifa 2000, whlch is due to launch on the PlayStation platform towards the end of the year. Fifa's developer Electronic Arts (EA) 1s creating a virtual version of the singer whlch wlll appear as one of the game's characters. The deal was put together by 

EMIiChrysalis général manager Gordon Biggins says it Is the first time the company has been Involved In the launch of a PlayStation game. "It's fantastic profile for Robbie. It's good fun and that's what Rob's about," he says. Wrltten by Guy Chambers, It's Only Us wlll be released by EMhChrysalis as a double A-side single also featuring She's The One - taken from Williams' six- tlmes platinum selllng l've Been Expecting You - on November 8. 

MTV links with Sony 

for Ibizn compilation 
byTraceySnell MTV is teaming up with Sony Music Europe to release an Ibiza-lnspired compilation CD in a deal whlch could lead to further projects between the two companies. The double CD album will be a pan-European release featuring 38 house and trance tracks by acts including Jamiroquai, Basement Jaxx, Orbital, ATB, Underworld and Faithless. Titled MTV Ibiza '99, it is 

to the compilation market for MTV, whlch launched a sériés called MTV Fresh in association with EMI in 1995. "The company is now much 
says McKenzie. "We have people on the ground in Sweden, Spain, France, Germany- ail over Europe. 

August 16 through Sony TV. The tie-up follows M" " to have a much larger presence a Ibiza this year, including staging ar all-night extravaganza on the islanr on August 24, Also called MTV Ib' 

; working with Sony promotional material to a the compilation release. MTV's h 

9, it will fe ss The Jungle Brothers, Orbital, Faithless 1 DJs including Paul Oakenfold Erick Morillo. Itwill be filmed for ire broadoast on the channel MTV will use the event's off-air 

Ion Malcolm McKenzie says, "The compilation market is very crowded but the advantage we have is that MTV is more of a cultural icon than a brand. Any article [in the press] about youth will mention MTV somewhere along the line. We've never really capitalised on that." The deal also represents a return November 11. 
Level are to front m show on Kiss m next month. The 

Wednesday between S- lOpm for an Initial 13-wei run. The band, who last week delivered the mlxed 
will fe 

and R&B and présent the show from Kiss 100's London studio with résident DJ Street Boy. The programme follows recent changes at the station Including introducing a more mainstream daytlme playlist, a re-brandlng Initiative and a TV advertlsing campaign. Kiss 100 managing dlrector Mark Story says, "We want 
programmes coming in. We are not golng to be stuck with a format that Is rlgld." 

Mount returns as 
SM:TV reiaunches Phil Mount is returning to SM:TV Live as producer as the ITV Saturday morning show préparés to mark its first birthday with a re- launch on September 4. Mount is due to rejoin tomorrow (Tuesday), three months after he left as music producer to work on the Jo Whiley show, whlch recently 

CDlUK's music team with the ne 
Détails of the September 4 launch are bt ' 

lUNE'S TOP TV ADVERTISERS 
b» TRACEY SNELL 

Record labels spent £6.1m less on TV advertlsing during the first six months of the year compared with the same period last year as they remained cautious about using the média. Total expenditure during June was £2.2m. down 20% on June 1998 and the fourth successive monthlyfallfollowingthe 54% year-on-year décliné in May. the 71% drop in April and 57% drop in March. Although the decrease was smaller than in previous periods, it is still significant. The total spend between January and June is now £9.9m compared with £16m during the first six months of 1998. Two théories have emerged on the year-todate fall in TV expenditure: l^"* finding cheaper advertlsing média or the continuing absence of albums by big name acts to plug. It is mirrored by déclinés in radio (down 33%) and outdoor (22%), according to JanuaryJVlay figures from MMS. However, press has not suf- fered in the same way, with expenditure on that média remaining at 1998 levels. fered in the same way, wun expenonure on u mi meuia i ci i icm m iS ai icco .cvc.o. Martin Cowle, dlrector of advertlsing agency Mediacom TMB, says, "Press is much cheaper to get into. If you are cutting back on marketing, what you'll eut last is cheaper, oore média." The number of albums advertised in June was down 46% to 42 but average expenditure actually increased. "Average expenditure per album was around £50,000 in June. That is a 38% increase (on the previous year) though is not neo- essarily a trend," says Cowle. "People are now being more careful about usingTV Uiough those who did in June had a good go at it." Six albums had a spend of more than £100,000, compared with just two in May 1999. tho hpavip^t soender durinfi th6 month was th© Wamor.Gsp, Global TV and Sony Tvlo'"'^ ^ P £210.000 behind their Fresh Hits 99, whlch miiicin WFEK31 JULY1999 
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news f i I 
DORITOS TO BACH NUS GIGS Walkers' Doritos has struck a deal with NUS Ents to sponsor the promotional material for Student Union gigs as part Its Live & Loud campaign. The one- year deal will Include Doritos branding on posters, flyers and tickets in and around 30 UK campuses and collèges. 

to the level of détail you have to." McKenzie says the Sony deal env- ers one compilation but includes an option for further releases. 'Hopefully, it will be for more than 

LONDON ARENA ENUSTS PB HELP London Arena, whlch recently corinpleted a £10m refurbishment, has appointed Eye Communications to assist with its PR and marketing initiatives. It follows the appointment earlier this year of John Drury as marketing dlrector from Wembley Arena, where he was sales and marketing manager. Drury says the 
Chris Haralambous, vp stratégie marketing at Sony Music Europe, says MTV is an Idéal partner because it is an established brand 

• Carslberg, Compaq, Diesel and Ericsson are to be joint sponsors of the 1999 MTV Europe Music 

AD PROMPTS BRAN VAN RE-ROEASE Capitol/Parlophone is re- releasing Bran Van SOOO's Drinking In LA on the back of the current Rolling Rock beer 
The song was a Top 40 hit following its release in May. 
UNKINHOVESTO COALITION PR Tony Linkin has left Polydor's press department to beoome managing director of PR group 
starts his new rôle on August 2 and replaces Pandora Powell, who is leaving to relocate to Wales. Separateiy, Paul Smemicki is leaving RCA's press office to join Polydor as senior press officer. He starts on August 16. 
NEW APPOINIHENTS AI EPIC Epie International has made four new appolntments in the promotions and marketing departments of its London- based HQ. Jeroen Van der Meer 
International marketing manager; Marcus Ehresmann has been appointed International promotions manager; Nina Masroh Is promoted to assistant international promotions 
has joined as marketing 
TWAIN GOES DOUBLE PLATINUM Shania Twain's Corne OPlOn 0ver and 
   Stéréophonies' Performance And Cocktails were certified double platinum by the BP1 last week as 

spent three weeks at number one in the compilations chart following its release in June. The campaign focused on ITV in five régions - the Midlands, North West, North East, Yorkshire and Border - Channel Four, Channel Five, MTV and GMTV. The next biggest spender was Universal Music TV, which splashed out £150,000 on its Magic compilation release. 



INTERNATIONAL EDITED BY PAUL WILLIAMS 
c h a r t / / / e 
• UK-sourced material on the European airvvaves is growlng stronger by the week - and that, qulte ilterally, is a fact. It is ail confîrmed by fono's countdown of the Top 20 UK tracks in Europe (see below) which has Gary Barlow's Stronger the highest new entry at 13. Cher's Strong Enough at 16 and Strong by Robbie Williams at 20. 
e With Barlow arriving at 13 and Five's If Ya Gettin' Down at 17, BMG quickly makes up lost ground on the same fono chart where the previous week it had no entries at ail. Jamiroquai's Canned Heat heads the list for 

• They have seen the film, now they are buying the soundtrack. Notting Hill, already confîrmed as the most successful UK film In hlstory in the US, is helplng to shlft a large number of albums with the OST last week enterlng the Top 20s in both Germany and Austria. The soundtrack. featuring acts such as Another Level, Ronan Keating and Elvis Costello, also le Canadian Top e-entered at 17. returned to 20 wl 

from business as usual at présent in the Norwegian Top 20. The albums countdown this week has a hits package from Randy Crawford as its highest new entry at four, Bob Marley And The Wailers' Legend at 11, Manhattan Transfer at 18 and the UK's Belle & Sébastian arriving at 20 with Tigermilk. The Jeepster signings are doing even better in Sweden where the album leaps from 60 to 15. 
• The Chemical Brothers' Surrender is retaining its profile in the Top 20 charts around Europe with sales continulng to be boosted by the success of first single Hey Boy, Hey Girl. That track climbs six places to 14 in Italy where the album slides just three places to 13. Surrender is also charting in Belgium (10-8), Finland (10- 14), France (20-26), Germany (9-9), Spain (18-23) and Sweden (9-7). It also last week remained a Top 20 fixture in Australla. 
• Bigfoot is big Down Under. And so, too, is Shanks with the Shanks & Bigfoot track Sweet Like Chocolaté last week arriving on the Australian Top 20 at 14. The same chart is notably US-dominated at présent, with the highest Brits being Ultra with Say It Once at 

Achno 

profile 
by Paul Williams Some of the UK's biggest Interna- tional development priorities are to perform at this year's Popkomm Festival in Germany in a bid to raise their profile in Europe and beyond. Beverley Knight, Catatonia and Stéréophonies are ail scheduled to play at the event. which is being held across four days in Cologne next month and has a total live line- up of several hundred acts. Arguably the busiest member of the UK contingent will be Parlophone Rhythm Sériés signing Knight, who is due to play two dates at the August 19-22 festival, includ- ing a performance on the opening day on Berlin R&B radio station Jam FM's stage. Her appearances there will be linked with the German release of Sista Sista as a single. Having enjoyed some success already in Europe - the reworked version of Made In Back went Top 40 in France - EMI international marketing co-ordinator Christina Palmer sees Popkomm as a key to breaking Knight in Germany. "She hasn't played live in Germany on her own before and that's the key to her - to see her live. It is really impôt- 

raise European 

with Popkomm 

Beverley knight: Popkomm tant she does Popkomm because it will help to raise her profile," she S Feliow EMI act the Pet Shop Boys will also be at this year's Popkomm where they will be holding a press conférence, playback and party for their fortheoming album. And V2's Stéréophonies, whose second album Performance And Cocktails became a Top 30 French hit earlier this year, will be joining a line up including Deus and Tindersticks at the E-Werk venue on the opening night. Two of the UK's biggest Nineties 

musical exports to Germany, Faithless and Apollo 440, will also be at the festival with the latter act there to promote their new single Stop The Rock and its fortheoming parent album. Meanwhile, Faithless's appearance at the event ■■"Il follow a short tour of Israël and ■ ' :k of 1.1m world- 

the band's releases first started selling. "They took off in Ibiza but the biggest sales started comlng in from Germany. Everyone else then 

while acts such as Supergrass and Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros will be performing at the nearby Bizarre Festival at the " 
So far 19 UK companies includ- ing Beggars Banquet, Ministry Of Sound and Telstar have confîrmed they will be participating in the BPI's Popkomm stand, putting the atten- dance in line with last year's total. 

World Circuit hits 
the top with Ferrer 
UK specialist label World Circuit Records last week pulled off its best overseas chart showing in its 12-year history after grabbmg the top two places in the German 

The London-based company climbed to the top spot in the chart with its Grammy-winning Buena Vista Social Club album while holding on at two with vétéran musician Ibrahim Ferrer. The releases are handled there by East Wesfs TIS opération. Buena Vista Social Club, produced by Ry Cooder and recorded by a col- lective of Cuban mi 
the world with its sales now further boosted by a film of the same name. The film, covering the story of the club and the making of the album, will soon be released in the UK through Film 4. Meanwhile, 72- year-old Ferrer's album, Buena Vista Social Club Présents Ibrahim Ferrer, is also a Top 10 hit in Italy and the Netherlands. 

TOP UK-SIGNED SALES CHART 
3 3 1 Don t Know VVhat You Want.. Pet Shop Boys (Parlophone) 
6 6 A!l Or Nothing Cher (WEA) 
8 8 Cloud #9 Bryan Adams (A&M/Mercury) 

13 - Stronger Gary Barlow (RCA) 14 - VVhen You Say Nothing At Ail Ronan Keating (Polydor) 
16 14 Strong Enough Cher (WEA) 17 - If Ya Gettin' Down FTve (RCA) 18 20 You Needed Me Boyzone (Polydor) 
20 13 Strong Robbie Williams (Chrysalis) 

1 1 Scar Tissue Red Hot Chili Peppers (Warner Bros) 2 2 Ail star Smash Mouth (Interscope) 3 3 What's My Age Again? Bllnk 182 (MCA) 
5 5 Last Kiss Peari Jam (RCA) 6 6 Nookie Llmp Bizklt (Interscope) 7 7 Battle Flag Lo-Fldellty Allstars feat. Plgeonhcd (Skint) 
9 9 American Woman Lenny Kravltz (Maverick) 10 8 The Wds Aren't Alright The Offeprlng (Columbia) 

12 16 Steal My Sunshinc Len (550 Music) 13 19 Ana's Song Sllverchalr (Epie) 
15 18 Why l'm Here Oleander (Universal) 16 12 Better Days (& The Bottom) Citizen Klng (Warner Bros) 17 - You Wanted More Tonlc (Universal) 
19 14 One Creed (Wtnd-Up) 20 - Slitches Orgy (Reprise) 

—-""GAVIN 

AUSTRAUA slnglo Say II Once Ultra (East West) 6 4 
CANADA single Candie... Elton John (Rocket/Mercury) 5 8 album Notting Hill OST Various (Island) 17 - FRANCE single Tum Around Phats & Small (Wutlipfy) H 11 
GERMANY single Tum Around Phats & Smad (Multiply) 19 18 
ITALY single Hey Boy... The Chemical Brothers (Wgin) 14 20 

US single Strong Enough Cher (WEA) 84 82 

AMERICAN CHARTWATCH 
 byALAN JONES  

Nookie. the most popular track from their album Significant Other, débuts at number 80 on the Hot 100 but Llmp Bizklt lose leadership of the album chart after three weeks, with Backstreet Boys' Millennium returning to pôle position. Backstreet Boys' album sold nearly 272,000 copies last week, while Significant Other found 238,000 buyers. Meanwhile, the week's highest new entry is the aptly-named Cah't Stay Away fromjoo iSbort. The rapper - who actually stands 5' 7" - previously announced his lOth album Gettin' it, released in 1996, was to be his last but was unable to resist the chance to comment on recent events. His fans have stayed faithful and more than 144,000 of them bought Can't Stay Away last week, ^ e Top 10 album. riRhiitinn at fiuo Ten a cantly si the 12 British albums in the chart are down. some of them signlfi- Def Leppard's Euphoria still leads the way, though it slides 47-59, less than 30,000 sales last week. Also down are The Chemical 

Church (97-120), Five (134-138), Geri Halliwell (pictured) (112-139), Robbie Williams (139-155) and Sarah Brlghtman (110-135, Andrew Lloyd Webber Collection and 150-160, Eden). Heading in the right direction are the Lo Fidelity Ail Stars, whose How To Operate With A Blown Mind advances 145-142 - with 10,600 sales last week taking its grand total in 13 weeks to more than 120,000, even though it has yet to make the Top 100 - and Phil Collins, up ISS- US with his Hits album. With Fatboy Sllm's Praise You slippmg out of the Hot 100, Collins' You'll Be In My Heart is the only record in the Hot 100 by a British act and even that slips 23-24 in the fatest frame. At the top of the singles chart, 18-year-old neweom- er Christina Aguilera's début smash Genie In A Bottle becomes the fourth number one in as many weeks - a - jumping 3-1 to displace Will Smith's Wild Wiid West. As 
Rhpvnp'c firet ' K"basecl Pam Sheyne is one of the song's three writers. Wïhis I 9wpprCh-tSfeSMlho0me Were With comPositions like BabvIfs You h^heaîsovmrk'pa and in 1995 and 1996ÎSpSive- iy. bhe also worked as a bâcRing yoçalist for Paul Young. 

bbmak first si rtgi p 



EDITED BY STEPHEN JONES - A & R 

jervier back in the producer's chair on 911 project 
d producing t s forthcomingl _ Virgin 6"j7rvier finished producing " band's next single, Wonderland| (released September 27), at h Spiders Web studios Hammersmith, West London     last week. The track, one of 911: Jervier-produced two produced by Jervier, was co-written by gone 360 and think l've found my happiness band member Lee Brennan with Chris Ballard back in the studio, doing what I do best." and Andy Murray. A second member, Jimmy Thé 911 project cornes six months after 

Records joint ven- ture with the producer. Jervier says that the label continues with acts Kleshay and 

Euro hits on the way 
on Accolade imprint 
Parlophone is developing a low-key pop imprint, Accolade, which will begin as a vehicle to release one-off European label hits. Its first release is expected to be the EMI Italy airplay hit, Eyes Cream's Fly Away, a disco house track by Italian house producer X-Treme, in September. Senior A&R manager Jamie Nelson, who will run the imprint in association with A&R director Mlles Léonard, says: "It 1s not a label. It is just a mechanism to develop releases along with other territories and a separate Identity to Parlophone." It is not yet clear whether Accolade will release the début record by new Stock and Aitken act Scooch, who have been described as "a Bucks Fizz for the Millennium". 
Mel C wrops up worh 
on début solo outing 
Mel C last week finished recording her début album and the video for her first solo single, Goin' Down, which is due for release in 

Simply Red net blue 

nboul new mnlerinl 
by Stephen Jones Simply Red's Mick Huckn ishing the up-beat follow-up to 1998's Blue, 

ghtime album, this is a daytime one. he is fresher than l've seen Simply 

Ga Ga, co-written by Phil Thornalley and currently featured on Columbia's Big Daddy OST, is described as an "extra track" on Goin' Down rather than a B-side. The Spice Girl will preview her rock material at V99 next month (August 21-22), backed by a full band urrentiy being put together. 
Daphne & Celeste are thls week recording vocals In ; Subway Studios, New York, on tracks prepared In Roundhouse and Substate Studios in London, for their untitled début album. The New Jersey teen pop duo's début single for infectious, Ooh Stick You, will be released on September 6. It has been co-wrlt" by former keyboard session player turned prodi Michèle Chiavarlni, Michael Marz and Summer Burkes. The duo - Ilcensed to a Worldwide deal by Universal-lsland senior A&R manager Alfie Hollingsworth last November - met auditioning for the same commerclals in New York and answered an ad placed by former PolyGram-lsland wrlter Howard Toshman and his team asking for tw- different girls for a pop group. Manager Toshmar who formed the production company Perfect Nois for the project, says, "We had thls Idea, thought, we'd try and find an American singer, and these two glrls were not what we were looking *" 'v,°" ' were so funny we had to do something 

be in the Top Five albums the millennium," he adds. The untitled album has been co-produced. by Gota Yashiki - the drummer and program- mer on previous Simply Red albums Stars and Blue - and Andy Wright - who is current- ly working with the Eurythmies - mostly at Westpoint studios in Acton, West London. The first single, Ain't That A Lotta Love, is a pop/dance version of the same R&B track Hucknall performs with Tom Jones for the lat- ter's own album for Gut Records. A cover of the track by Sixties soul duo Sam and Dave, it 120bpm and features Hucknall on his own. "They did the duet about six weeks ago and they are both really happy with it, but Gota had a couple of ideas to play around 

Hucknall: seeking a MIMennium top five Ain't That A Lotta Love is due for rel in September after a run of live d Hucknall has 

emerged at e The Gun, the most ding number and an o'id-style R&B live favourite; the more mod- ern-sounding Your Eyes, which has a US-style R&B groove: and Thank 

| «tà « 

new s f i Ie 
DOPE SHU6CLAZIOOK10 SHAUH RYDER Perfecto is in negotiation with Radioactive on the next Dope Smugglaz record to allow Happy Monday/Black Grape frontman Shaun Ryder's vocals on their Baraba Jagle single. The track was self-produced by the Smugglaz - Tlm Sherldan and Kelth Binner - in their home studio, The Gimp Box in Leeds. Their next single, Double Double Dutch, Is released today (Monday). 
PRECIOUS CONSIDER BARLOW SONSS Gary Bariow has submitted several tracks, along with other writers Including Cutfather & Joe, for EMLChrysalis act Precious to record. Barlow has also been co-wrtting with 911's Jimmy Constable and new singer/songwriter Lucie Silverman, who signed to EMLChrysalis at the turn of the year. 
ARTTUL SHAPS UP CUHT BOOM EXPERIENCE Artful, the Independent label to acts as diverse as Shirley Bassey and The Fall, last week signed The Cllnt Boon Expérience, fronted by the former Inspiral Carpets keyboardist. The first release will be You Can't Keep A Good Man Down on August 9, while their album The Compact Guide To Pop Muslc And Space Travel will 

er Bananarama nu is early days. But TU say it is the most guitarJike thing TU ever work on." 
THERAPY? AI WORK OH NEW AIBUM AND LAEEl Therapy?, who left A&M last year when PolyGram absorbed the label, have signed a new Worldwide deal with US label Ark 21. The label, distributed in Europe by Universal/Polydor, Is owned by Sting's manager Miles Copeland and is home to the llkes of Aswad and Presence via the Pagan label. Therapy? have been working on the follow-up to last year's Semi- Detached with producer Head. 
KELEIE ROC PARTS WITH P0U00R Ist Avenue's Kele le Roc is seeking a deal after last wi 
album Everybody's Somebody just se five figures, is currently writing with Tim Laws (Gabrielie) and Ist Avenue in-house producers The Ignorants. 
HW PlAÏUST ISky - Piece Of Paradlse (Arista) The next Savage Garden? (album, tbc); Kojak - Life In The City (Polydor) Funky electro (album, tbc); Santessa - Supernatural (Arista) Surprisingly good collaborations (album, tbc); Mary J Blige - Mary (MCA) The queen Is back to reclaim her crown (album. Aug 16); Donell Jones - U Know What's Up (LaFace) The biggest R&B club tune since Faith Evans (single, tbc); Martine McCutcheon - You Me & Us (Innocent) VocaHed MOR for the masses (album, tbc): Martay feat. ZZ Top - Gimme AU Your Lovin' 2000 (Riverhoree) Cheeky pop rap (single, Sept 20): Arab Strap - Eléphant Shoe (Go Beat) Misérable happiness (album, tbc)  

'back here' 16.08.99 



TALENT -EOITED BY STEPHEN JONES 
es Mercury Music Prize shortiist was used by some commentators ti   'jh music. Judging by our survey cf how :  ■ m the 1999 list Is unveiled fis could If more soul searching. Tojudge froi ' pop records, « arlargelyabsent.li nominations. 3k at the list of potential n 

many of the majors have increasingly fcx 

undisunguishea 

rather than the sort of music which typically garners their efforts on marketmg-ied pop projecis .m . .. e blldgets and différent motivations Mercury attenta, Meanwhile 'f ^ p^cisely where the prize could 

eme^s-per,iaps surprisingiy'as nnzmkJ Armada lead the field while Travis s^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
compétition seems to corne from acts such as Virgin s The . jamiroquai, who both started out on independents, JBO and Acid 

in Hymns led the industry's Top 10 choices while 

THE FANTASY MERCURY SHORTLIST 
With the shortiist for the Technics Mercury Music Prize due to be unveiled this week, MWasked industry figures for their own suggestions Stéréophonies - ROSS flUEH Initei manager, Islam! Blue/presenler, GLR Instrumental - Acoustek; Basement Jaxx - Remedy: Jamiroquai - Synkroni Form And Function; Rae & Christian - Northern Suiphuric Soul; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender: Underwotld - Beaucoup Fish; Beth Orton - Central Réservation; U.N.K.L.E. - Psvence Fiction; P J Harvey - Is This Desire? 

ZOEBAU presenfer. Radio One John Barry - Playing By Heart: Basement Jaxx - Remedy: Fatboy Sllm - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Groove Armada - Vertigo; Nightmares On Wax - Car Boot Soul; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender: P J Harvey - Is This Desire?: Super Furry Animais - Guerrilla: Travis - The Man Whi 
BASEHEMTjm Beverley Knight - Prodigal Sista; Peshay - Miles From Home; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender; Talvln Singh - OK: Rae & , Christian - 

  Second Hand 
VICKY B100D eo-manager (Sleps, Al) Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Manie Street Preachets - This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours; Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails; Blur - 13: U.N.K.LE. - Psyence Fiction; Elvis Costello & Burt Bacarach - Painted From Memory; Chemical Brothers - Surrender 
CHRIS COWîY producer, Top 01 The Pops Fatboy Sllm - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby: Groove Armada - Vertigo; Jamiroquai - ed; Rae & Christian - N " 

Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails; Suede - 
Beta Band - The Beta Band 

Manie Street Preachers - This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours; Placebo - Without You l'm Nothing; Scritti Politti - Anomie And Bonhomie; Skunk Anansie - Post Orgasmic Chili: Art Of Noise - The Séduction Of Claude Debussy; Basement Jaxx - Remedy; Jamiroquai - Synkronized: Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails: The Chemical Brothers - Surrender: U.N.K.L.E. - Psyence 

Mogwai - Corne On Die Young; Super Furry Animais - Guerrilla; Witness - Before The Calm; PJ Harvey - Is This Desire?; Orbital - The Middle Of Nowhere; Red Snapper - Making Bones; Freestylers - We Rock Hard 
LUCIAN GRAINGE managing director, Polydor Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails; Beautiful South - Quench; Robbie Williams - l've Been Expecting You; Chemical Brothers - Surrender; Basement Jaxx - Remedy; Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby: Jamiroquai - Synkronized; Blur - 13; Catatonia - Equally Cursed And Blessed; Elvis Costello & Burt Bacharach - Painted From Memory 
RUSSEU GRAINGE managing director, Music Zone Rae & Christian - Northern Suiphuric Soul: U.N.K.L.E. - Psyence Fiction; Beth Orton - Central Réservation; Jason Rebello - Next Time Round; Ben And Jason - Hello; Idlewild - Hope Is Important; Mogwai - Corne On Die Young; Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails; UnF Fish; Honeyz 
SIEPHÎNJONES A8R Edifor, Music Week Beverley Knight - Prodigal Sista; Shack - HMS Fable; Witness - Before The Calm; Divine Comedy Fin De Siècle; Ben & Jason - Hello; Groove Armada - Vertigo; Steps - Step One: Freestylers - We Rock Hard; Medal - Drop Your Weapon; Salako - Musicaiity; Delakota - One Love; Faithless Sunday 8pm 
ROGER LEWIS piogramme conlraller and MD, Classic FM Catatonia - Equally Cursed And Blessed; Thomas Ades - Asyla: Fatboy Sllm - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Jamiroquai - 

laFBfbfRSr Synkronized; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender; Manie Street Preachers - This Is My cj Truth Tell Me Yours; Robbie ' Williams - l've Been Expecting t You; Stéréophonies - Performance And Cocktails; Super Furry 
Before The Calm 
RICHARD HANNERS managing director, Warner/ Chappell Music Faithless - Sunday 8pm; Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Honeyz - Wonder Number Eight; Super Furry Animais - Guérilla; Groove Armada - Vertigo: Catatonia - Equally Cursed And Blessed: Echo & The Bunnymen - What Are You Going To Do With Your Life; Paddy Casey - Amen (So Be It); The —— Chemical Brothers - Surrender; Travis - The Man I 

3; The Beautiful South - Quench; Van Morrison - Back On Top 

U' 

Blur-13; Skunk Anan Post Orgasmic Chili; Stereophonies - Performance And Cock Suede - Head Music; The Cranberries - Bury The Hatchet; Manie Street Preachers - This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours; Phoebe One - London Style; Talvin Singh - OK; Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Orbital - The Middle Of Nowhere 
slnre manager, HHV Tratlord Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Jamiroquai - Synkronized; Robbie Williams - l've Been Expecting You; Manie Street Preachers - This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours; Incognito - No Time Like The Future; Beverley Knight - Prodigal Sista; Van Morrison - Back On Top; Texas - The Hush; Basement Jaxx Remedy: Hurricane #1 - Only The Strongest Will Survive 

GAVE PICCIONI HD, Azuli Records Jamiroquai - Synkronized; Photek - Form And Function; Shaboom - Mecca Funk; Basement Jaxx - Remedy: Art Of Noise - The Séduction Of Claude Debussy; Peshay - Miles From Home; Underworld - Beaucoup Fish; The Pretenders - Viva El Amor; Robbie Williams - l've Been Expecting You; Skunk ist Orgasmic Chili 
producer (Cher, Lionel Rilchie) Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender; Another Level - Another Level; Catatonia - Equally Cursed And Blessed; Elvis Costello with Burt Bacharach - Painted From 
po

e.™ry:.lan Durl' - Mr ^e Pants; Scritti Politti - Anomie And Bonhomie; 

CHERYL R0BS0N head of A&R. Innocent Robbie Williams-l've Been Expecting You; Basement Jaxx - Remedy; The Chemical Brothers - Surrender: U.N.K.LE. - Psyence Fiction; Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Nightmares On Wax - Car Boot Soul; Ben & Jason - Hello; Delakota - One Love; Shack - HMS Fable: Super Furry Animais - Guerrilla 
AJAX SCOIT edilor, Music Week Travis - The Man Who: Scritti Politti - ie And Bonhomie; |Rae & Christian - orthern Suiphuric Soul; inead Lohan - No lermaid; Basement Jaxx Remedy; Groove rmada - Vertigo: imiroquai - Synkronized; Nightmares On Wax - Car [Boot Soul: Nitin Sawhney Beyond Skin 
CHRISTIAN TATTERSFIEID A&R director, Arisla Orbital - The Middle Of Nowhere: Fatboy Slim - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Travis - The Man Who; The Freestylers - We Rock Hard: U.N.K.L.E. - Psyence Fiction: Beth Orton - Central Réservation; Van Morrison - Back On Top; David Gray - White 
10 WHILEY présenter, Radio One Basement Jaxx - Remedy; Fatboy Sllm - You've Corne A Long Way, Baby; Jamiroquai - Synkronized: Rae & Christian - Northern Suiphuric Soul: U.N.K.L.E. - Psyence Fiction; Manie Street Preachers - This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours; PJ Harvey - Is This Desire?; The Beta Band - The Beta Band; Travis - The Man Who; Underworld - Beaucoup Fish 

FRONÏRUNNERS 1 FATBOY SLIM You've Corne A Long Way, Baby 2 THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS Surrender 3= BASEMENTJAXX Remedy 3= JAMIROQUAI Synkronized S STEREOPHONICS 
7= MANIC STREET PREACHERS This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours 7= RAE & CHRISTIAN Northern Suiphuric Soul 3= GROOVE ARMADA Vertigo 3= TRAVIS The Man Who 3= UNDERWORLD Beaucoup Fish 3= ROBBIE WILLIAMS l've Been Expecting You 

MUSIC WEEK 31 JULY1999 

MW TOP 10 1 TRAVIS The Man Who 2 THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS Surrender 3 MANIC STREET PREACHERS This Is My Truth Tell Me Yours 4 FATBOY SUM You've Corne A Long Way, Baby 5 BLUR 13 6 SHACK HMS Fable 7 SUPER FURRY ANIMALS Guerrilla 8 THE BETA BAND The Beta Band 9=BASEMENT JAXX Remedy 9=GAY DAD Leisurenoise 9=BIUJE Honey To The B 9= RAE & CHRISTIAN Northern Suiphuric Soul 9=SUEDE Head Music 9=TEXAS The Hush Based on lists from MW. MBI, fono and dofmusic staff 
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3rd Annual 
GOLF TOURNAMENT & FUN DAY 
Foxhills, Surrey - Wednesday 25 August 1999 
Fighting Piracy by raising Funds & Awareness 

Piracy costs the UK Entertainment Industry millions of pounds and threatens thousands of jobs every year ■ it must be si Join us for a great day out at Foxhills Country Club and Hôtel - ail profits go directly to the BPI Anti-Piracy Unit, Fédération Against Copyright Theft and the Anti-Counterfeiting Group. 
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COMPANIES 

IilflnMii 
SINGLES: SIX-MONTH PERFORMANCE 

CORPORATE GROUPS DISTRIBUTORS 

COMPANIES 
SINGLES; 12-MONTH TREND 

CORPORATE GROUPS DISTRIBUTORS 

|ive sisals singles limelight m 
Jive is currently enjoying its best chart showing ever and it refuses to relinquish its singles top spot to other challengers. On albiifis 

TOP SINGLES Q2 1 SWEET UKE CHOCOUTE Shanks & Bigfoot (Chocolaté Boy/Pepper) 2 PERFECT MOMENT Martine McCutcheon (Innocent) 3 THAT DONT IMPRESS ME MUCH Shanla Twain (Mercury) 4 NO SCRUBS TLC (LaFace/Arista) 5 BRING IT AU BACK S Club 7 (Polydor) 6 EVERYBODY'S FREE (TO WEAR 5UNSCREEN) Baz Luhrmann (EMI) 7 9PM (TILL I COME) ATB (Sound Of Minlstry) 8 I WANT IT THAT WAY Backstreet Boys (Jive) 9 TURN AROUND Phats & Small (Multiply) 10 SWEAR IT AGAIN Westlife (RCA) 

SINGLES 
Bl 

.aby One More Time helped Jive one e in quarter two as the Zomba fought off ail challengers to ign suprême for a second successive 

first ht 
te singles table in the previous que coring 9.7% between Aprii and June m unbeatabie 11.5% for th€ 

TOP ARTISTS Q2 1 SHANKS & BIGFOOT 2 MARTINE MCCUTCHEON 3 SHAN1A TWAIN I ATB i TLC 6 S CLUB 7 7 BAZ LUHRMANN 8 VENGABOYS 9 BOYZONE 10 BACKSTREET BOYS 
TOP PRODUCERS Q2 

The year's opening period was headed by Britney Spears' Baby One More Time but three months on Shanks & Bigfoot kept the Jive name at the top as their Sweet Like Chocolaté sold more than 639,000 copies to finish as the quarter's biggest seller. In the first quarter, the company managed two of the period's three biggest sellers with, respectively, the Spears hit and Steps' Heartbeat/Tragedy. In the second period it could not quite match that remarkable pace, but still managed to score Backstreet Boys' I Want It That Way at eight overall, Baby One More Time back at 21 and its follow-up, Sometimes, at 27. Jive's second quarter showing represented a year-on-year increase of 70.2%, while across the first six 

ire Virgin lot for b 

Shanks & Bigfoot; 02*5 biggest se and EMI TV's shares, resulting in EMhChrysalis claiming runner-up spot for singles for the six months with 8.1% and 
The ni i quarter h 

re than it . SHANKS & BIGFOOT 

7 TANNEBERGER 8 MARTIN/LUNDIN S PHATS & SMALL 10 MAC 

had managed in any previous year in total. Though this marked a high point for Jive, its record number of chart toppers should be seen in the context of the fact more singles reached the top in the first six months of 1999 than in any équivalent period previously. Of those 20 number ones, only six spent more l re than two weeks. Among those claiming just a week at one was Baz Luhrmann's Everybody's Free (To Wear Sunscreen), handled by EMI Commercial, but now for market share purposes jointly split between EMhChrysalis and Parlophone. From this quarter, EMI is now applying the same formula to EMI Gold 

Its market share are complex, a film producer (Baz Luhrmann), Dutch Euro- pop act (Vengaboys), former Spice Girl (Geri Halliweli) and Eurovision entry (Preoious). Meanwhile two Boyzone number ones helped Polydor secure third place for the six months with 7.7%. Polydor also won second place in the second quarter with 9.0% after hitting the top with S Club 7. The group's début hit Bring It Ail Back was just one of several new successes for Polydor, whose number one début was followed a week later by Adam Rickitt entering the Top 10 at his first attempt. The difficulUes Virgin faced on albums (see opposite) was at ieast partly compensated for by its singles performance whlch, while hardly vintage, was at Ieast moving in the right direction in quarter two. Last year the company's biggest new star was Billie, provided by its Innocent offshoot, and It was Innocent that came to the rescue again in the second quarter of 1999, when Martine McCutcheon secured the period's second-biggest single with Perfect Moment Clockmg up more than 560,000 sales across the three months, it helped to 

 J quarter and half-year as a whole. In the closing quarter of 1998 Sony took command of the corporate singles rankings to push PolyGram into second place. However, it has been barder going sin'ce for its two biggest companies, Columbia and Epie, whose combined market share has fallen from 18.6% in the final quarter of last year to 8.8% during the second period of 1999. Nonetheless, that was still enough for Columbia to take joint fifth spot for the half-year with 6.0%, while Epie finished seventh with 5.1%, The rapid turnover of number ones during the first six months of 1999 came as several singles which failed to reach the top still managed to outsell most of those that did. Only Shanks & Bigfoot and Martine McCutcheon managed to sell more than Shania Twain's That Don't Impress Me Much in the second quarter. giving the Canadian her biggest UK hit to date and helping Mercury to fifth place for the quarter and joint fifth for the half year, Meanwhile, in the corporate rankings the battle waged by most companies in the first half of the year was for second rather than first place. Universal Music secured the top spot with 20.7%, giving it a 7.9 percentage points lead over runner-up Sony Music, which itself faced a close-run batte with EMI (11.6%) and Zomba (11,5%). 
league, where Universal took the halfleai-0" crown with just half a percentage point separating it from EMI, which scored 18 6% However, fourth-placed Ten's full market' share impact has yet to emerge because the joint Sony/Warner opération only came into being several months into the six-month period. Zomba's success, meanwhile, helped Pinnacle capture third place for the 13.1%. Indeed, Jive's remarkable half-year run has made it the company to catch in 1999 on singles, though such is the nature of the market at the moment that a string of hits by a rival could change the outlook significantly. pau| W||||ams 
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COMPANIES 
ALBUMS: SIX-MONTH PERFORMANCE 

CORPORATE GROUPS DISTRIBUTORS 

Dther5 41.a%\mj 

COMPANIES 
ALBUMS: 12-MONTH TREND 

CORPORATE GROUPS DISTRIBUTORS 

s Polydor tokes album crown 

| Boyzone and Abba's strong sales helped Polydor tum in its best performance since MH/started running the shares in this form 
TOP ARTIST ALBUMS 02 ALBUMS 

If Boyzone ever get round to adding an Abba tune to their already bulging catalogue of cover versions, then présent form suggests Polydor's market share figure would hit the roof. As it is, the Irish quintet and Swedish foursome individually helped the Universal company reach a peak in quarter two which it has probably not hit since those far off days in the eariy Seventies when Noddy Holder's gift for bad spelling sent release after release straight to the top of the charts. Polydor's 11.1% share during the period gave it not only the highest quarterly company share since Virgin took 13.8% in IBB/'s closing quarter but also the biggest lead since that date with a 4.4 percentage point advantage over closest challenger Columbia. It also ensured Polydor took the crown for the half year with 8.5%, though here it faced a much doser battle here with the Sony company, which captured 7.7%. Polydor's performance - which included its best albums showing since MW started running the market shares in this form four years ago - was headed by Boyzone, whose By Request was the quarter's biggest artist album. It sold nearly 653,000 units in the period - an impressive figure, but even more remarkable since that total was reached in just four weeks. The first week's sales alone totalled 329,000 units, more than the rest of that charfs Top 20 put together. It was Polydor again at number two for the quarter. this time with Abba's Gold - Greatest Hits, which was originally released and topped the chart seven years ago. The half a million-plus sales notched up in this quarter have now ensured its place as one of the year's biggest sellers. Lucian Grainge's team also scored with albums by the Cardigans (18th with Gran Turlsmo), Boyzone again (35th with Where We Belong) and Shed Seven (43rd with Going For Gold), putting it ahead of second- placed Columbia, whose représentatives among the quarter's 50 biggest artist 
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; EMI UK and Chrysalis for the fii time with other additions (see singles commentary, left), gave it fourth place for the half year with 6.1%. Twelve months ago WEA was on a roil up five artist 'cuaLuma and Madonna. It wa „ ^^,,3 match that this time, but it: 6.0% half-year share was good enough for fifth place, where it finished one place ahead of sister company East West for the 

albums from Catatonia ai 

Of (17th) and The Offspring's Americana (29th). The Sony company's 6.7% for quarter two owed much to the compilations 
Dawson's Creek soundtrack between them accounting for more than 200,000 sales. In the first quarter, Columbia achieved what no other company had managed in four years by knocking Virgin from the top spot of the company albums league table. Its share declined slightly between April and June, but that was still enough to push Virgin down to third place for both the half year and second quarter. In contrast to Polydor enjoying its best albums showing this year, Virgin's 6.2% quarterly share is its lowest since MW started running the figures in their présent form. Virgin's declining presence in the market share rankings - where it registered 6.7% 

Universal, three of whose frontline opérations were among the top 10 performing companies. Polydor led the way at the top, with Mercury (4.6%) and Universal Music TV (4.6%) finishing joint eighth. Despite the much-documented upheaval resulting from Seagram's acquisition of PolyGram, Universal now appears to be in rude health, and is iikely to lead the corporate album rankings for the 
Universal's albums share for the half year was 25.1%, a comfortable 10.7 percentage points ahead of runner-up 

Warner is set to pose a strong challenge to the former's Milton Keynes opération. With Ten only up and running several weeks into 
îs been occurring on figures. Registering third fo two fronts this year. On artist albums, it managed just two appearances in the second quarter's Top 50 with Chemical Brothers' Surrender (20th) and Van Morrison's Back On Top (37th), but perhaps more teilingly it is havlng a tough time in compilations, one of its traditional areas of strength, where its only entry in the same period's Top 10 was its share in the top seller Now! 42. The recalculated figures for EMkChrysalis, meanwhile, which combined the previously 

with 18.9%. After ail the uncertainty last year arising from mergers, takeovers and hlgh-profile exits, corporate affaire have largely started to settle down this year. Conversely, however. the opposite has happened in the once Virgin-dominated album market shares. 
extremely difficult to predict th 

2 GOLD-GREATEST HITS Abba (Polydor) 3 PERFORMANCE & COCKTAILS Stéréophonies (V2) 4 THE HUSH Texas (Mercury) 5 COME ON OVER Shania Twain (Mercury) 6 TALK ON CORNERS The Corts (Atlantic) 7 EQUALLY CURSED AND BLESSED Catatonia (Blanco V Negro) 8 YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY Fatboy Sllm (Skint) 9 SYNKRONIZED Jamlroquai (Sony S2) 10 FORGIVEN, NOT FORGOTTEN The Corrs (Atlantic) 
TOP PRODUCERS Q2 

1 HEDGES/MAC/HARDING/ABSOLUTE/ LIPSON/WRIGHT 2 ANDERSSON/ULVAEUS/ANDERSON 3 BIRD & BUSH 4 MAC/BOILERHOUSE BOYS/RAE & CHRISTIAN 5 LANGE 6 LIEBER/FOSTER/CORR/PEARSON/ NOWELS/STEINBERG/BALLARD 7 TOMMY D/CATATONIA 8 FATBOY SLIM 9 STONE/KAY 10 FOSTER CORR 
TOP COMPILATIONS Q2 1 NOW THAT'S WHAT I CALL MUSIC! 42 (EMl/VIrgin/Universal) 2 TRANCE NATION (MoS) 3 KISS CLUBLIFE (Universal TV) 4 NEW HITS 99 (warner.esp/Global TV/ Sony TV) 5 CLUBBERS GUIDE TO IBIZA - SUMMER '99 (MoS) 8 MUSIC TO WATCH GIRLS BY (Columbia) 7 DEEPER - EUPHORIA (Telstar TV) 8 QUEER AS FOLK (Almighty) 9 TOP OT THE POPS '99 - VOLUME ONE tcome for (Universal TV) Williams 10 NOTTING HILL (OST) (Island) 



FRODTLINE 

RETAIL FOCUS; ZHIVAGO 
by Karen Faux According to Zhivago owner Des Hubbard, having five stores within a five-mile radius of each other is a great advantage when it cornes to monitoring stock and max- imising sales. "Ail our shops are computer- networked and we can get immédiate updates on what's selling," he says. "Essentially it means I can be in five différent 

Zhivago bas been estât Ireland for 29 years and its groupmg of 

le day it wi I do very well with chart music and ] dance selis fairly well here although ! generally speaking it is not as big as : it is in the UK," says Hubbard. "We ;j don't focus on it too heavily as we i see its sales as being relatively 

Zhivago: monltorir put in a new computer System purchased They help to bring in young from Dublin-based company TRC. *ln line with we intend to convert into CD customers as this we are expanding complementary they get older." product lines outside music." says Hubbard, Big-selling releases in recent weeks "Playstation games are becoming more across ail the stores have included albums d on from Boyzone and Shania Twain, while ir Eyre Square store. Westlife's single benefited from an in-store 

1. Tears Of Stone The Chieftains (BMG' « . h„ 2. Duets Frank Patterson & Jonn McCormack (RTE) 3. How The West Was Won De Danann (Rte Music Group) 4. Best Of Dolores Keane (Dara) 5. Eist Various (Dara) 6. Release: Vol 2 Afro Celt Sound System (RealWorld) 7. No Stranger Sean Keane (Grapevine) 8. The Collection Luke Kelly (Outlet) 9. Visions Of Ireland Michael & Elllsh (own label) • Huooaro. we aie 111 d 
10. Celtic Moods Various (Dolphin) ! pedestnamsed zone so we tend to spill outside the shop for them. Nexi year the chain wiil be celebratmg its SOth birthday and moving ahead with expansion plans. "We have a couple of towns Ipotentially earmarked and we have had requests for franchises which we are seriously considering." says Hubbard. "We reckon the year 2000 will be big for us." 

On the specialist side, Hubbard reports that Welsh singer David Gray is very popular and fans recently turned up in force when he appeared in-store to receive a platinum dise for his fourth album. "We've also done PAS for Océan Colour Scene and Kristin Hirsch which were very successful," says 

al campaign witf for £20; In-store - Beach Boys, t | Souiente; Press ads - Sibellus, Mac .a Bottine Souiente, Beach Boys 

IN-STORE NEXT WEEK (from 2/8/99) 
,innsa 

l Singles - Chemical Brothers, Phats l ail, Travis, Basement Jaxx, Fierce, inem. Eclipse, Ellie Campbell: Albums - Groove Armada, Summer Dance Anthems, Elvis Costello, Basement Jaxx; In-store - full- to mid-price promotion 
In-store - Now Millennium promotion with m two CDs for £22, Sliding Doors, BBC ^ Comedy Greats, Geri Halliwell, City Of Angels, three CDs for the prlce of two on Boots exclusive range 

e - campaign with CDs at £6.99 including Cocteau Twins, Jurassic 5. Red Snapper. The Pixies; In-store dlsplay boards - y Public Enemy, DJ Pogo, Madder Rose. V-Twin, :hi, Quannum 

Eminem, Fierce. Eclipse, Travis. Gay Dad, Planet Perfecto: In-store - sale, Friends. Gangstarr, Clubbers' Guide To Ibiza, Ibiza Album 99: Press ads - Shack, Feeder, Phats & Small, Basement Jaxx, Planet Perfecto, Space Raiders, Catapllla 
Album - Now!43; In-store - Star Wars, Shania Twain; Listening posts - Chillout Album 2, Crazy 

yt® Singles - Blackstreet, Basement Jaxx, Chemical Brothers, Eminem, Travis; Albums - Roxy Music, Aztec; - Star Trek, Wiggles Big Red Car 
Albums - Gatecrasher, Semisonic, Scritti Politti, Elvis Costello; Windows - Eminem, Chillout Album 2, Basement 

, Selecta listening posts - Feeder, Big Country, Astrid, Doves, Goo Goo Dolls; Mojo recommended retailers - Stackridge, Chart Busters USA, Average White Band, Goo Goo Dolls, Me Of Reality, Magna Carta 
Singles - Pearl Jam, Basement Jaxx, t mm Travis; Windows - Austin Powers, ' ivmiïnwmj Hitchcock, Geri Halliwell, singles promotion; In-store - Austin Powers, V99, sale with CDs, books and videos from £3.99; Press ads - BBC Proms 99, summer sale, Geri Halliwell, Austin Powers 

/-w Singles - Eclipse, Gay Dad, Chemical Çgp[332331333 Brothers; Windows - sale, Gatecrasher  Wet, Ministry Of Sound Trance Natio store - Elvis Costello, Notting Hill, Destiny's Child, Basement Jaxx; Press ads - Pavement, Feeder, Super Furry Anim: " 
WH Smith Album - Now! 43; In-store - Wars: Listening posts - Shania Twain, Crazy 

ON THE SHELF 
AN DE WHYTELL, 

owner, Crash, 
Leeds 

" ■ ithough business is comparativeiy Il quiet at the moment it only takes one Mor two really strong releases to give the week a lift. As expected. Belle & Sebastian's Tigermilk has done the job for us and our 3mv rep provided a nice touch with spécial Belle & Sébastian carrier bags. Any bonus like a bag or free poster goes a long way with fans and we are always pestering reps for this kind of thing. There have also been a lot of takers for the new album from Clam Abuse, through Pinnacle. They are doing a signing session here tomorrow, before their gig in Leeds, and we are expecting a lot of people through our doors. Our PAS generally have been going from strengîh to strength. We recently did a session for the Backyard Babies and had more than 100 people turn up. We placed an ad in Kerrang! to publicise the event and put posters up in the shop but it seemed some people had heard about it through the internet, 

Although we are primarily an indie and dance shop we are currently doing well with some very mainstream releases. We have been amazed at how well Ricky Martln's single has sold and we find that if we put chart releases like this in the window they 
In our dance department we have been selling a lot of Harry 'Choo Choo' Romero's Hazin' And Phazin' on US label Subliminal. This is a test pressing and prospects look good for when it is released officially through Defective. We've sold more than 50 copies of the new Bad Company single, on Prototype, which isn't at ail bad for this time of year. After a slow start, ticket sales are now beginning to pick up for the Leeds 99 festival at the end of August. l'il be there and i am particularly looking forward to seeing The Offsprlng, Red Hot Chili Peppers, The Flaming Llps and Beth Orton," 

I catalogue 
Création Records corne old. AH the label's back ict has been going into the past couple of weeks icauy to roll with it. Although new release business is generally quiet, we are extremely busy with catalogue sales and we always have a lot to talk to stores about The Clam Abuse album Stop Thinking has been a big success this week. The band features Gmger from The Wildhearts and they have been hard at work on the promotional trail, doing PAs in stores ail over the country, AH my accounts have supported the album well and it is giving good return on shelf space. Another rock act currently steaming out is the Goo Goo Dolls and the fact that they recently appeared on the TFI Fnday programme has given sales a boost At the moment l'm talking up the fortheoming Jethro Tull album and everyone seems pretty keen on it. Although it is a good 

ON THE BOAD 
DAVE FINCH, 
Pinnacle rep 

for the Midlands 
few years since they did an album they have a very loyal fanbase. On August 9 we've got the Skip Spence tribute album which includes tracks from Robert Plant, Tom Waits, Beck and Robyn Hitchcock. This is shaping up to be a pretty important release. Groove Armada's single At The River is looking good for next week. It has had tremendous radio backing and loads of pre- release interest. We are also hoping for strong results with Eddl Reader's duet with Big Country, which has been picking up a lot of airplay at Radio Two. We are continuing to get very good results from our Selecta listening posts and now have a waiting list of stores which want to take them on. They really do make a différence to sales and customers value them for exposing them to things they might rot oth„ru,l„» j- i ThiS week Dj Hype g — not otherwise ht... „ Goo Dolls, Breathless and Fastball a featured." 
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FOR RECORDS RELEASED ON AUGUST 9, 1 9 99 - BEVIEWS 

BDO^DB 
of the week 

THE DIVINE COMEDY: The Pop Singer's Fear Of The Pollen Count (Setanta SETCDA070). Never one to take the obvious route, Divine Comedy main-man iVSj l Neil Hannon conjures up   ( h's own anthem for the summer by singing about his Personal battle with hayfever. It really is vintage Divine Comedy with its weeping strings and double-entendres - but in more ways than one, as it is a re-recorded track from the group's first album. It ushers in their first best of - likely to be one of the best of the year - and marks their departure from Setanta. 
SINGLEreiMeivs 

'"I WESTLIFE; If I at You Go (RCA J 74321692322). | Westlife's career has had a dream start, with their ■J début single entering the rt at number one and selling more than 500,000 units. No chances are now being taken, with the Irish quintet paired with hit producers Cherion (Five, Backstreet Boys). The resuit is a single ready to match its predecessor's success, though it gives little indication how Westlife will eventually carve out their own identity - as and when Boyzone return. It has been playlisted at Capital and Radio Two - but not Radio One. f A; I Love Lake Tahoe (Tycoon/London TYCD10). This is flippant, brash Janes Addiction-style US rock tl " 

e includes a C-listing at Xfm. DJ ROMANTHONY PRESENTS QIANA TARA: Sommore (Distance DI1096). Taken from Romanthony's recent album, this house track is already gaining spins more discerning dancefloors due to its unusual, minimal hard percussion.     GERI HALLIWELL; Mi Chico Latino (EMI CDEMS548). this summer and, being half Spanlsh, Geri Halliwell has more of a claim than most to grab a slice of the action. Here she warmly 
flamencodrenched song. Given her album's performance and the current latin music fad, its timing could hardly be better. csmac» HOLLOWAY & CD; l'H Do Anything To Make You Mine (INCredible INCS2CD). The work of DJ/producer Nicky Holloway and the Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, this dance track is very much in the current disco-house style. Its club appeal is broadened by remixes from Olav Basovski and Future Shock. TR1CKY: For Real (Universal/lsland CID753). While it may not set airplay lists alight, this laidback guitar and sitar groove is a real grower. Oo-produced by rapper DMX's cohort Grease, it is taken from Tricky's album Juxtapose, released on August 16. PUFF DADDY: P.E.2000 (Puff Daddy/ Arista 74321-69479-2). The rapper/ producer continues his quest for world domination with this unnecessary reworking of the Public Enemy track. While the song is ' ' " tn previous offerings, the 

a high rapper's recent UK visit has ( média profile. It is C-listed at LAMB: Softly (Mercury LAMCD7). Lamb return to form with a beautiful, gentle melody backing Louise Rhodes' vocals. A double-bass rhythm adds character to a song that could be a surprise hit. Mixes corne from Red Snapper, Bola and Photek. ASWAD: Follow 99 (Ark 21 LC00309). Aswad release another slice of sunshine- filled reggae as a taster for their 16th album Roots Revival. Follow 99 is a light love song with ail the usual harmonies and horn lines, and has been B-listed by Radio Two. 
(Beggars Banquet BBQ338CD). Huge 
Farmers' third single from their Dead Lett Chorus album is a mellow offering - and their least Nirvana-sounding number. around a deliciously mumbled chorus, it is a further example of their potential. BILLY RAY MARTIN: Honey (React REACTCD129). The club diva returns with this upllfting mélodie vocal house track - produced by ex-Grid man Dave Bail - which combines bouncy commercial house with a summer flavour. The respectful club mixes corne from Deep Dish and Chicane. ■ T CLINT BOON I EXPERIENCE; You Can't i A Good Man Dowt 1 (Artful CDARTFUL31). 

OLQRira 
of the week 
RICO: Sanctuary Medicines (Chrysali 4990632). Scotland's Rico is establishing himself as one of the UK's most intense live acts on his 

& 

début album manages to transfer this energy on to CD, with vocals which Sound like they are going through a mégaphone and tracks which culminate in resounding erescendos. Standout songs are Black Limo with its anthemic chorus, the gloriously abusive This + That and Shave Your Head with its biting lyrics. Undoubtediy one of the most promising rock releases of the year. 

as received a B-listing at Xfm. GINUWINE: Same 01' G (Epie XPCD2371). Ginuwine supplies more of his trademark vocals over a Timbaland-produced R&B backbeat, Smooth as ever, the beats roll with lots of expectedly unexpected noises in the mix. Taken from the Dr Doolittle soundtrack. Same Oi' G should see Ginuwine on course for his fifth UK hit. M.'i'.iM-l QUEEN ADREENA; Coid Fish/ Yesterday's Hymn (Blanco Y Negro/WEA NEG118CDS). Out of the ashes of Daisy Chainsaw cornes Queen Adreena, made up of Katie Jane Garside and Crispin Gray. Coid Fish is a storming guitar-based tune that scares and delights, while Yesterday's Hymn is a brooding, introspective chant. Great stuff. MAXIM: My Web E.P. (XL Recordings XLS108CD). The Prodigy member's first solo release is a brooding piece of breakbeat expérimentation with dense atmospherics and snarled vocals. Despite being inéligible for the charts, it is likely to be welcomed by product-starved Prodigy 
MARY J BLIGE: Ali That I Can Say (MCA MCSPD40215). Judging by the response at Capital Radio's recent Parly In The Park. this laidback. soulful track has ail the of yet another 

fans, and should set the stage for his November-released début solo album. NDORA: Need You (WEA217CDJ2). After being signed to Warner in Norway, Noora's material impressed UK production crew Blacksmith so much they decided to get involved with the project. The resuit is a gentle R&B début that should win her fans. GT EXPRESS: Baby Don t Stop (Slip'N'Slide SLIP 90). Quality house stalwarts Terry Hunter and Géorgie Porgie aka GT Express deliver a floor-filling slice of boogie. With a variety of disco-tinged mixes, this promises to cross over, having already scored airplay on London's Kiss 100. "" ' f; Yesterday { Went Too Soon (Echo ESCD79). After the Top ï of the riveting reduce third 
fortheoming début album. Unfortunately this ends up as a kind of sub-Oasis pastiche. However, the band have a strong following and a Top 40 entry is almost a certainty. BILLY CRAWFORD; Mary Lopez (V2 WR5009503). Despite possessing a natural flair for performing and songwriting capabilities way beyond those of the average 16-year-old, Crawford has so far been given a firm thumbs-down by UK pop fans, despite strong média interest. This single could exploit the current mania for latin-tinged pop, and has been Radio Two B-listed. BREAKBEAT ERA; Ultra Obscene (XL Recordings XLS107CD). After cracking the Top 40 last July with their self-titled début single, DJ Die, Roni Size and vocaUst Lennie Laws have kept their heads down bar the odd DJ-only single. They now unleash this fierce drum & bass tune which will not disappoint fans of the genre, and should fuei expectation for their upcoming album. Radio One has given it a C-listing. Ui-W.-.J ARCHIVE: You Make Me Feel (Independiente ISOM32). Honey-sweet vocals collide with a wall of fuzzy bass and mile-high drums on Archive's début, which is made a little more accessible by top-notch mixes from Sait City Orchestra and Red Snapper. August tour dates include V99 and Plymoulh's Total Eclipse festival. ADD N TO (X): Revenge Of The Prince Regent (Mute CDMUTE 231). Taken from the album Avant Hard, this single demonstrates Add N To (X)'s skill for making dirty analogue electronica. Also included In 

ALBUMrei/;e^ 

laidback soul from Rae & Christian alongside less successful ambient excursions. CYCLEFLY: Génération Sap (Radioactive RARD11930). Veering between mélodie rock and grunge, Ireland's Cyclefly could almost pass as the angry big brother of Placebo. Having built a strong live following on both sides of the Atlantic, Génération Sap looks likely to reach the Top 40. JOEY MCINTYRE: Stay The Same (Columbia 4940802). The pop revival in the US has encouraged this former New Kid On The Block to return with a collection of slick uptempo cuts and AOR-style ballads. If it wasn't for his past, programmera would find much of this material impossible to resist, but ultimately it is not as exciting as fellow ex-NKOTB member Jordan Knight's fortheoming work. MACHINE HEAD; The Burning Red (Roadrunner RR8651-2). Sounding like a US version of German techno rockers Rammstein, four-piece Machine Head do passable thrash métal with this, their third album. It features manie drumming and grinding guitars, while singer/guitarist Robert Flynn provides searing vocals. VAR10US: More Car A Tribute To The Skip Spence Album (Jéricho CHOCD603). This re-recording of the 1969 solo album by Jefferson Airplane founder Skip Spence was intended to provide funds to support the psychedelicist, who had fallen on hard times. He sadly died several months ago, but the publicity surrounding his death has raised his profile. Artists featured on this fine tribute include Robert Plant. Tom Waits and Beck. 
Hear new releases Audio clips from the releases marked with this icon can be heard on dotmusic at: www.dotmusIc.com/reviews 

This week's reviewers; Dugald Baird, Michael Byrne, Hamish Champ, Chris Finan, Tom FitGerald, Olaf Fumiss, Simon Harper, Stephen Jones, Sophie Moss, Simon Ward, Paul Williams and Martin Worster. 
i; Prisoner (WEA WEA213CD1). The fact this début single has been produced by Lighthouse Family collaborator Peden will only further comparisons between these two London-based brothers and the 

r. 
m 
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1 THE OFFICIAI- UK SIWGLES CHABT 

' TOP 7 5 

CD/Cass (Distributor) | S | Artist IProducerl Publisher tWriter) Label CD/Cass (Dislributor 

6 BOOM. BOOM, BOOM, BOOM!! •posit™convsiivtctivmie) 

11 DONT KNOW WHAT YOU WANT... Pariophone cdr esmcR 6523 iei 

irniBEHER OFF ALONE ****** DJ Jurgen présents A^ce Deejay {DJ Jurgei/Pion 
5 MY LOVE IS YOUR LOVE 

4 WILD WILD WEST 

JJJUJLOVESTRUCK 

2 BILLS, BILLS, BILLS 
„ THAT DONT IMPRESS ME MUCH -* 

MFEELINGITTOO t*a*1 The 3 Jays ftVbilel Univarsalf , BEAUTIFUL STRANGER • 
jiy MERDD 52VMERMC 521 II 

wrajjALL STAR "1111 Smash Moulb (Vais rnmSEPTEMBER 99 ,,nl,Earth VVind And Rre (Whitel 

61 BREATHE AGAIN O 

,21 WANT 1T THAT WAY • 
2 HANG1NG AROUND 

38 csal' 
39 29 IL 
4032 .sK|SSMEOeRic 

jja 667588526675884 (TEN) 
Elektra E 3750CD/E 3750C (TENI 

41 Sound 01 Minisiry MOSCOS 13I/M0SMCS 131 PMWENI 
rivimcTiviisiE) Columbia 6675745/6675744 (TEN) 

43 - 28 , WORD UP latatonia) Sony ATV (Roberts/Calal Virgin VSCDT1735/VSC 1735 (El 
45 ' 
46 Esal'l Virgin VSCD1731/VSC 1731 (El 
47 ^ 8 HEY BOY HEY GIRL O VirginCHEMSDS/CHEMSC8/-/CHEMST8(E) 

Virgin VSCDT 1737/VSC1737 (E) 48 - \ EMICDBAZ OOI/TCBAZ 001 (El 
Jive 0523202/0523204 (P) 49 raSIISS Ansta 74321686342/74321686944/-/74321686 

51 3 6 TEARIN' UP MY HEART 
52 3 

8 FROM THE HEART 
53 ^ 

Multiply CDMULTY 53/CAMULTY 53 (TEN) 55 - 
IMcCredie/McDonald) CC/Chtysalis/Monster 

1er Bros W495CD/W495C (TEN) 'ail Of Sound WALLD 038X/WALLCS 038X (V) 
j 5755 

ive 0523612/0523614 (P) 
MCA MCSTD 40210/MCSC 40210 (U) 58 rT^SUNSHINE DAY 

59 1* RCA 74321688282/74321688284 (BMG) 
860" Face/Arista 74321660952/74321660954 (BMG) 

61 RCA 74321682012/74321682004 (BMG) 

INCredible INCR 24CD/INCR 24MC (TEN) 

Polydor 5639512/5633484(01 
M imSWEET SENSATION Shaboom (Bell) EMI (Bell/JelfersoiV 
65 = Sony S2 6673022/6673024 (TEN) 

de Btue BLU 001CD/BLU 001C (TEN) fifi rmiCOMINGONSTRONG u u u s Ft Scott Mac arlophone Rhylhm Sériés CDRHYTHS 22/TCRHYTHM 22 IE) inarel/2B3 IKnighVPheio/rhoims! -/. 67 3 ite LCDMUTE 225/- (V) 
68 ^ s SHE'S IN FASHION lude NUD 44CD1/NUD 44MC (3MV/P) 

Polydor 5611862/5611864 (U) 69 - 9 SALTWATER XtravaganzaXTRAVlCDS/XTRAVlCS/-/)CTRAVt12(3MV/TEN) 
OODS Î22/TCFOOD 122 (E) 70 3 3 JT'S ALL ABOUT YOU Innocent STCDT3/STTC 3 (El 

StockhelnVPotydor 6612692/5612684 (O) 
Pariophone Rhythm Sériés CDRHTTHM 21/TCRHYTHM 21 (E) 73 ^ 7 ALL OR NOTHING WEA WEA 212C01/WEA 212C (TEN) 

74 6» sPINK ' ^ Aerosmith (Shirlevl EMI/MCA-PolyGram (Tvler/Suaa/Ball 75 62 5 THERE S YOUR TROUBLE 
olumbia 6675342/6675344 (TEN) 

OiniB Chicks (Worlay/Chancayl ID (Sillers/Selby) Epie 6675165/6675164 (TEN) 

zmzss 

Out 2nd August Ranet Perfecto 
On 2 X CD and 12" Feat. Grâce 
Blu004cd1/cd2/t NotOverYet saundtrack album Innludes madonna's "beautlful stranger" and me/ g's "word up" 
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CIAL UK CHARTS 
ST¥GITS 

CHART 
CQMMENTARY 

by ALAN JONES 

SINGLE FACTFILE 
Boyzone, the Backstreet Boys and Westlife ail topped the chart with their last single, and Five looked set to join the boy band premier division with If Ya Gettin' Down this week. In the end, it didn't happen, though the record sold enough copies to maintain both their opening run of Top 10 hits - now extended to six - and their cruel streak of consécutive number twos. which now reaches three. They previously occupied 

p position last September with Everybody Get Up and in November, when Until The Time Is Through was one of several records to fail to unseat Cher's Believe during the latter record's seven- week reign at number one. The fact that If Ya Gettin' Down was priced at £3.99 probably cost Five their first number one, as many cash-strapped kids would have had to décidé which of the two CDs of the single to buy, rather than both. 
ks, Ricky 

it. Livin' Le I number oi chased behind Steps' Love's Got A H My Heart a fortnight ago before finishing up number one by an emphatic margin. and spent much of last week trailing up to 6,000 sales behind Five's If Ya Gettin' Down, before moving ahead atthe end, eventually selling nearly 96,700 copies of Vida Loca in the week, compared with the 92,800 tally of Gettin' Down. TjvïlVLa Vida Loca is the first single to spend three weeks at number one this year, the last record to survive more than a fortnight at the top being Cher's Believe at the end of last year. Livin' La Vida Loca has now sold more than 353,000 copies, making it the 24th biggest seller of the year. Meanwhile, even though Shanks & Bigfoot's Sweet Like Chocolaté sold in excess of 7,000 copies last week, it was enough for it to ease past both Boyzone's When The 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 C0MPANIES TOP C0RP0RATE GROUPS 
including 28,000 last week, while ATB's 9PM Till I Corne has raced to 623,000 in five weeks, and sold nearly 50,000 copies last week. At this pace, ATB should be in second place in a little more than a week. 

er Stiffac 

Going Gets 
rankings, ond place r Oizo's Rat Beat to in the year-to-date tore than 668,000 

PERCENTAGE OF UKACTS IN THE CHART : KJW US: 293% Other 18,7% 
to date. Its tenure in that spot is likely to be short, however - Shania Twain's That Don't Impress Me Much has sold 629,000 copies, 

retum with their biggest ne 1983. Madness reached the Top 10 with 
time being in 1983 with The Sun And The Rain. Their only appearance in the Top 10 since came in 1992. when It Must Be Love was re-released, but they return to the upper echeion this week, debuting at number 10 with Lovestruck. By contrast. Elvls Costello had just one hit for Stiff - Watching The Détectives - before moving to Radar. Costello last made the Top 20 in 1983, posing as the Imposter on the number 16 hit Pills And Soap. He returns to the Top 20 for the first time since then with his cover of Charles Aznavour's She. 

INDEPENDENT SINGLES PEPSJf % Te 
LOVE'S GOT A HOLD ON MY HEART DID YOU EVERTHINK SOMETIMES 

I KNOW VYHAT l'M HERE FOR Jam 
i LOVE'S GOT A HOLD I 

SWEET LIKE CHOCOLATE 
COMING ON STRONG BOOYROCK LETS GET IT ON VOCO ME 

» BRING IT ALL BACK s ci 
AATW COGLOBE195 (P) • WILD WILD WEST wai 

Hollywood 0102485 HWR (P) Wiiija WIJ 101CD(VJ Nude NUD44CD1 (3MV/P) Froskanova FND 19(3MV/P) Wall Of Sound WALLD038X{V) Ciubscene DACST061 (CB) Club Tools CLU 66406 (Import) Gee StreeW2 GEE 5007958 (3MV/P) Hooj Choons HOOJ076CD (V) Jivo 0523702 (P) 

" BEAUT1FUL STRANGER Mac 

« YOU GET WHAT YOU G1VE Ne* 

Cooking- 16th August 

For a piece of pie call Liz at Castle Music 

0181 974 3611 
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RICKY MARTIN 

10 
11 
12 
13 

18 
A19 

20 

97 ,s DEFINITELY MAYBE ★e Créationcrecd i6< Oasis lOasis/CovW CCRE^B» 
28^ 
29 « 
30 

,3 GOLD - GREATES! HITS ★g 
,8 THE PARTY ALBUM! • 32 ^ „ BLUE UNES * wiidBom 

9 THE VERY BEST OF - CAPITOliREPRISE YEARS • 
Sony S2 4945172 (TEN) 34 - TLCIReid & Babyface/Austin/Dupri/Shakspere/Jam'LeMs) 

35 « 
36 « WEA 3984253132 (TEN) 

live 0522172/0522174/-/-(P)^ 37 41 H REMEDY 0 

Mercury5339722(U) 9Û 51 ;0 SLIM SHADY Christian) 5389724/-/- Eminem {Dr Dre) erscope/Polydor IND 90321 (U 

Jive 0523222/0523224 (P) Qg CEBI 
Jeepster JPRCD 007 {3MV/P) a Rfi 6! .iPRMr.nn7/.iPRiP007/- 

57 ^ 73 LET'STALKAB0UTL0VE*6 Epie 4891592/489159)(TEN) 
3RMC 1 (E) KQ | I/WBRMD1 

99 ,7 3, IADIES&GENTLEMEN-THE BEST OF *7 Epis4917052ITEN! HO 51 Georae Michael (Michael/DouglasAValden) 4917054/-/49I7058 
■ THE BEST OF VAN MORRISON# 

60 51 62SAWGEGARDEN*2 
0^1 60 , SCHIZOPHONIC • 
62 :tion/Arista 74321681992 (BMG) 
63 Ml MILES FROM HOME Island Blue RFA 1CD (U| 

20 PERFORMANCE AND COCKTAILS ■*rwwRioow2i3WP) gg 37 76 * Atlantic 7567926122™ 04 [ 
651 

14 ,5 STEP ONE *4 Jive/Ebul 0519)12/0519114/-/- (P) Steps {Tophani/rwigg/WatBrmaaframpion/SandersAVork In Progress) û.n 42 9o UFETHRUALENS *6 ^ u Robbie Williams (Chambers/Power) Chrysalis CDCHR 6127 (E) RR fiai JAGGEO LITTLE PILL *9 Maverick/Reprise 9362459012 (TEN) UU "a* AlanisMorissettelMorissatte/Ballardl 9362459014/9362459011 
15 43 THEM1SEOUCATIONOFIAURYNHILL*2 Columbia 4898132(TEN) Lauryn Hill (Hill/Guevera) 4898434/4898431/4898438 >11 40 3 ON HOW LIFEIS ^ 1 Macy Gray (Slater) Epie 4944232 (TEN) 4944234/-/4944238 C7 62 25 S0NGS FROM'ALLYMCBEAL ★Epie4911242(TEN) ^ ' Vonda Shepard (Shepard) 4911244/- 
16 87 TALK ON CORNERS *9 Atlantic 7567831062/7567831064/-/-(TEN) The Corrs (Ueber/Foster/Corr/Pearson/Nowels/Stfiinberg.'BalIard) AJ 45 bPRODIGALSISTA ParlophoneRh' Beverley Knight (îBîDodge/McInios VDon-EM /thm 4962962/4962964/4962961 (E) foEnski/Gammons/Definftion of Sound) CO 72 29 AMERICANA* Columbia4916562(TEN) UO The Offspring (Jerden) 4916564/4916560/4916568 
17 2 FEELING STRANGELY FINE MCA MC^II^U) Aï 44 es BIGWILLIESTYLE★ Columbia Wil Smith (Puff Daddy/Trackmaster 4886622/4886624/4886621/-(TEN) s/Warren G/Dupris/Jazzy Jeff) fiQ 74 26 HITS *3 Virgin CDV2870 (E) U U Phil Collins (Various) TGV 2870/- 73 RAYOFLIGHT *4MmcliAVamer Bros 9382468472/9362468474 (TENU 44 66 70 0 

SonyDassicai(TEN) ^0 48 77 LEFT OFTHE M1DDLE *3 
Columbia 4949302 (TEN) /|CS5 28 OP ★ 4949304/-/- tU REM IMc REM IMcCatthy/REMI 

** The 600 Goo Dolls (Cava 

23 - . rlophone FOODCDS 29 (E) 71 Q ,5 NEVERMIND *2 FOODTC 29/FOODLP 29/FOODMD 29 ^ ^ Nirvana (Via/Nirvana) 
- bipsy rungs mo cfeam bum I v baiVit;/-/sUNYIV 69MD Stéréophonies (Bird & Bush) WR 10004: 

A 25 34 34 Stockholm/PoIydorSS^^U) A g-j 58 77 INTERNATIONAL VELVET *2 Blanco Y Negrc 

ih Carey (Afanasieff/Carey/Various) 
721 
73 - 
74 [ | ON A DAY LIKE TODAY • A&M/Mercury 5410512 (Ul 
75 EU THE IMMACUUTE COLLECTION *9 

TOP COMPILATIONS 

NOTTING HILL (OST) • 
2 DAVE PEARCE PTS 40 CLASSIC DANCE ANTHEMS 

Sony TV/Universal TV 5644822/5644824/-/- (Ul 

14 033 AFRODISIAC ersal TV 5648502/5648504/-/- (U; 

3 PETE TONGESSENTIAL SELECTION-IBIZA 99 mmazai 
■JQ „ 3 AUSTIN POWERS - THE SPY WHO SHAGGED ME (0ST| O '   Warber Bros 9362473462/9362473484/-/- (TEN) 90 PIM PLTE TONGESSENTIAL SELECTION-IRlYflgg ~ 

ARTISTS A-Z 
tar TV TTVCD SOTSmVMC 3075/-/- (TEN) 
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THE OFFICIAL UK CHABTS 
ALBUMS 

CHART 
COMMENTARY 

by ALAN JONES 

AlBUM FACTFILE 
Flve years after their last appearance in the album chart with Greatest Hits, France's Gipsy Kings return with an updated version of the album, now titled Volare! - The Very Best Of The Gipsy Kings. It consists primarily of traditional material performed in their unique style, though with a few notable exceptions, including the reggae-styled Escucha Me, < rendition of Disney's Pinnocchio song l'v« Got No Strings, and a flamenco 

adaptation of the Eagles' Hôtel California, rendered almost entirely in Spanish. Volare is the Gipsy Kings' frfth excursion into the album chart, a decade ago after their self-titied début reached number 16. The 1994 Greatest Hits compilation has given them their highest position to date, reaching number 11. Volare! debuted at number 20 last week, and now slips to number 24, havîng sold nearly 11,000 copies in the past fortnight. 
The summer slumbers really take a hold of the album chart this week, with the highest new entry - The Goo Goo Dolls' Dizzy Up The Giri - debuting well down the list at number 47, the Top 10 simply shuffling about, and Boyzone's By Request enjoying its seventh week at number one. The Boyzone album sold more than 44,000 
weeks since it was released to more than 800,000, and extend its lead at the top of the year-to-date chart. For the third week in a row, the Boyzone album is 20,000 sales ■ ■ — • - valn's Corne On Over, but 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 

after twi latter album dips to numbe: replaced by Ricky Martin. The Goo Goo Dolls' album soie total of just under 2,500 last wee charts in the wake of their numbe single Iris. Both the single and th now on the Hollywood label but w originally released last year on Re 

SALES UPDATE PERCENTAGE OF UKACTS IN THE CHART i 48.0% US; 46.7% Other 5.3% 
Another album enjoying its best performance to date is Groove Armada s Vertigo. Despite its title, it hasn't reached 

dizzy heights yet. but it does advance 66-44 eight weeks after release. The group's début hit, If Everybody looked The Same, reached number 25 in May, but the album is presumably selling more as a resuit of the airplay given to their new single. At The River, which came out today (July 26) and wiii presumably be significantly bigger than If Everybody Looked The Same. The improved fortunes of Vertigo brings the number of Zomba Group albums in the Top 50 to four - Britney Spears is at number 11, Steps are at number 14 and the Backstreet Boys are at number 29 - for the first time ever. Vétéran rappers Public Enemy reached the Top 10 with their first three albums, and the Top 20 with their first five, but have gone off the boil somewhat. as the number 55 début of their first PIAS album There's A Poison Goln' On might suggest. Meanwhiie, fellow rap vétérans EPMD's double "best of and more" compilation Out Of Business 

COMPILATIONS 
Sales of compilation albums shot up by 27.1% last week..which can only mean that another instalment of Now That's What I Call Musicl was released. Now 43 it was, and it sold nearly 175,C last week, single-handedly accounting for more than one if four sales in the sector, and nearly one in 10 of ail album sales, it is outselling the number two compilation - The Best Dance Album In The World... Ever! - by a margin of nearly eight to one, and easily outsells the rest of the Top 10 added together. Even though compétition is more intense than ever in the compilation sector, Now 43's sales last week compare more than favourably with both the 153,000 début of Now 40 in the same week last year, and Now 37's opening tally of 139,000 in August 1997. Now 43 is one 

st hit-laden of ail, including nine nés and half of the current Top 10 ist thing to a flop is the 3e in Love by Masters At 

the sériés released each year, and 175,000 sales is indeed significantly down on the 219,000 first week posted by Now 42 in April. The latter album - currently number 26 - has sold in excess of 720,000 copies in the past 17 weeks, enough to make it the second biggest- selling album of the year, trailing only Boyzone's By Request. It is running oonsiderabiy ahead of its 1998 équivalent, Now 39, which had sold 625,000 copies at the same stage of its life. 

TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 

INDEPENDENT ALBUMS 
PERFORMANCE AND COCKTAILS DEFINITELY MAYBE BABY ONE MORE TIME 

THE YEAR SB FAR... 
TOP 20 ALBUMS ' REQUEST BOYZONE THE CORRS 

YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY. BABY 
THERE'S A POISON GOIN ON.... HEAD MUSIC HE PLEASURE DOME 

GREATEST HITS GARBAGE FIN OE SIECLE 

Frankie Goes To Holly 
Hollywood 0102042 HWR (P) AS Recordings PIASXCD 004 (V) Nude NUDE14CDI3MV/P) zrrzrrioecDOMv/p) 

9 THE MISEDUCATION OF UVURYN HILL 0 LADIES& GENTLEMEN-THE BEST OF GEORGE MICHAEL 
«Y TRUTH TELL ME YOURS 

V2WR1000438 (3MV/P) Création CRECD 076 (3MV/P) Jive/Eastem Bloc 0519342 (P) Jivo 0522662 (P) MushroomD 31450 (3MV/P) 

MANIC STREET PREACHERS MAOONNA THE CARDIGANS TEXAS BRITNEY SPEARS 
STOCKHOLM/POLYDOR 
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