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FOR EVERYONE IN THE BUSINESS OF MUSIC 

Virgin stand-off reaches crunch-time 
by Paul Williams The stand-off between Virgin Retail and its major record company sup- pliera is reaching crunch-time this week with the imminent expiry of the promised end-of-March payment period on Friday. Last week the major record Com- pany chairmen received letters from the retailer repeating the demands Richard Branson originally made at ne dispute that h' pliers improve their deals, adding whose company alone among that he had yet to make i on whether to pay his bilis. It is understood that none of the major record companies is prepared to improve its terms. "This week is most probably crunch week. We 

Branson: repeating demands 

Universal Music chairman/CEO John Kennedy says he fident that Virgin wil cash some time in despite Branson's 

t pay,' 
majors has continued to supply Virgin directly with product through- out the highly-charged stand-off. in February Universal issued a 

a slx-month option of issuing a wind- ing up order against the retailer, although Kennedy says it is not something the major is contemplat- ing at présent. Tm so certain he'll do the decent thing and not let this drag into April Pools Day," he says. A Virgin Retail source says the group has had some "constructive conversations" with the record com- panies, adding, "Hopefully every- body's going to bring this to a con- clusion quite shortly." Virgin's clash with the major sup- pliers cornes as two of its ÙK High Street rivais, HMV and Woolworths, issued results figures last week confirming the tough trading condi- tions they had faced at the end of 

P3). Meanwhile, as the majors hold out for their money, the Virgin group is still waiting to see the conclusion of the £600m deal with Singapore Airlines in which Singapore is set to buy a 49% stake in Branson's air- line. Contracts were exchanged on the deal on February 11 and a conclu- sion had been expected by now, although this has yet to matérialisé. A Virgin Atlantic spokeswoman says 
ed". bu le next couple of 

Westlife put in a surprise live performance at last Thursday's annual Music Week Awards at the Grosvenor House Hôtel In London in célébration of : their guru, BMG A&R consultant Simon Cowell (plctured third lett with the band), who won the coveted A&R award. His pop successes have ranged from Fîve and The Teletubbies to Robson & Jerome. Cowell, who clalmed he had been set-up to receive the award, was left uncharacteristically speechless. In référence to a host of tributes from the likes of Pete Waterman and Jonathan Klng, ail; he could say was, "l'm absolutely gobsmacked, but very grateful. l'm never saylng the word 'darilng' again." Meanwhile, Westlife - who are chasing a record-breaking fifth consécutive number one single début with Pool Again, released today (Monday) - received their own surprise award of dises celebratlng Im-plus sales of their epopyoïous début album. Fulî Àwards story, p3 and plctures in Dooley, P30-31. 

Lobbyists celebrate Budget boostfor indies 
The independent music ; in line for a share of Im totalllng tens of millions of pounds and previously unavailable to the music industry, followlng last week's budget. After sustalned lobbying from several bodies, including the Association of Independent Music (Alm) and Association of Music Industry Accountants, chancelier Gordon Brown lifted two important exclusions which had previously made small music companies inél- igible for tax breaks under the Enterprise Investment Scheme (EIS) and Corporate Venturlng Scheme. Pre-budget rules had excluded companies which rely on licensing and royalties from being able to 'er EIS. 

Wenham: signlfîcant boost prevented from pumping money Into the music sector and Instead turned to film, dotcom and other manufaeturing Industries. Last year non-music companies attracted £40.5m under EIS, which has been responsible for £250m of funding since it started In 1993. 

tuai properties themselves (rather than buying catalogues or mas- ters) can now benefit. Investors will be able to fund companies to the tune of £150,000 per year and receive 20% tax relief. Aim chief executive Alison Wenham says the move will be a significant boost to indies. ■ Music companies often find it difficult to attract Investment In the first place because the balance sheet doesn't always accurately reflect the health of the business," she says. Harris & Trotter tax partner Hugh Lask says the move will "rejuvenate the independent sec- tor". Geralnt Howells, partner at Willott Kingston Smith, adds that It shows the Inland Revenue no longer vlews the practice of llcens 
e Intellec- Ing a isslve' 

Copitors Pmiy aims to éclipsé Brits Party In The Park is aiming to outstrip the 8.8m the pre-video TV viewers who watched this year's Brit Awards after signing a TV deal with Channel Four to 
The target is a massive leap from the 800,000 viewers who tuned in last year to ITV2's live Party In The Park coverage, but Capital group head of programmes Clive Dickens says last Friday's exclusive deal marks a significant commitment to the event by the TV broadeaster and could mean the July 9 festival will be the biggest live terrestrial TV 

's going to be a phénoménal amount of music. There will be 35 acts and 11 hours of music over seven days (including highlights). Ifs going to be a real Live Aid, Mandela feel," he says. 'We want to get more than The Brits." Dickens daims to have struck" the deal without revealing any of the headline acts he has signed up, adding that this shows how the TV broadeaster recognises the huge marketing potential of the event. Dickens adds that he expects to negotiate deals to 
tries this year, compared with 40 
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MW Awards pay tribute to 

'plugger's plugger' Piering 
by Paul Williams The audience was brought to an uncharacteristic silence at this year's Music Week Awards as the event posthumously honoured Scott 

Mis widow Hil accepted the Strat award on his behalf in récognition of a long and distinguished career as the "plugger's plugger" which includ- ed playing a leading rôle in the suc- cess of artists such as Pulp, The Smiths, New Order, Prodigy and The Charlatans, ik Appearing fc 
at London's Grosvenor last Thursday night. "And l'd like to thank Scott for being Scott basically." EMI Records collected the most awards on the night as EMkChrysalis was named top singles company, Positiva won the top dance label Te Leamington Spa opération 
flfth 

Awards. To mark the occasion Prime Nllnister Tony Blalr sent a spécial letter of congratulations, wrltlng, "I know the deep regard In whlch John Is held by ail hls colleagues In the music Industry and l'm only too happy to join them In recognlslng the huge con- tribution he has made to the industry's success." Vengaboys Project won EMkChrysalis _ ' ' ' i Mitchem the best marketing campaign for a music 
EMI Music Publlshing was also among the winners again with man- aging director Peter Reichardt picking up the top major publisher prize fol- lowing a fiercely-ciose battle with Universal. "This time next year our company is going to look very differ-  ; everyone at 

Publishing fo look good," he said. Sony grabbed one ol 
ny of the year on the diverse range of suc 
likes of B*Witched ar Church. Its c Burger said, "It's a bit s UK music industry had 

Santana were yesterday (Sunday) set to head an overseas domination of the UK albums chart as they aimed to become the first US chart-toppers in more than 20 months. The Arista-signed group's Supematural was looking to bypass Travis's The Man Who and fight off a résilient challenge from Moby's Play to reach number one as Smooth challenged for a top-three début on the singles chart. Currently, the albums chart Is showing around ajàtklgjatio in faveur of artists from overseas, compared with during 1999 when the UK's share of the chart rarely dipped below 50%. The UK's reduced presence on the chart cornes during a notably quiet period for domestic releases and at a time when UK artists are continulng to fïnd the going tough in the US. Continental European material Is also performing strongly through the likes of Norway's Lene Martin and Dutch act Vengaboys, glving the sector around 20% of the albums chart, compared with a peak of around 10% last year. 

IFPI unités with NCIS 
in joint piracyattack 
The IFPI has taken a new route to crack music piracy by teaming up with the National Crimlnal Intelligence Service (NCIS). The international record company body attended last week's three-day International Conférence of Criminal Intelligence Analysts in Edinburgh for the first time to swap information and pool resources. IFPI chairman Jay Berman was the keynote speak- er at Thursday's gala dinner. Speaking from the conférence laln Grant, head of the IFPI's enforcement department, says music piracy and the crimlnals behind it are becoming more sophis- ticated and the NCIS's third confér- ence Is a good forum to get access to experts in intelligence and state- of-the-art technology. 

Clark's departure puts 
Higher Ground in doubt 
Higher Ground managing director Mlck Clark Is leavlng the label he founded three years ago, leaving a question mark over the future of the Sony imprint. Clark, who has been instrumen- tal In the careers of cutting-edge acts such as Leftfield and Soul II 

Prises squeeze hits HMV floafion plan 
claimed the "crazy" pricing policies 1999 2000 charge of competitors had squeezed the £m £m % entertainment group's third quarter HMV sales 198.8 215.6 +8.4 profits and sales. Waterstones' 133.0 135.1 +1.6 Tough trading conditions in the sales music and books sector during the Total sales 450.3 482.5 +7.1 13 weeks to January 22 - HMV's Total Ebitda 69.1 70.7 +2.3 most important quarter - saw like- Re"'65 cover 13 weeks 10 Jan ^Z23 il 

rate on the reasons for his con- tract not being renewed. "l've thoroughly enjoyed my seven years at Sony, but it's time to move on," he says. "1 have decided to seek a new challenge both in the record business and ever expanding world of the Internet. What Higher Ground does is more valld in music now than ever before. There has to be more than Just pop. l'm looking forward to slgnlng, developing and breaklng more long-term bands in the future." Clark, who expects to leave at the end of May, adds that he Is already In discussions with a num- ber of companies. 

for-like group sales down 0.9% on Source: HMV Media Group the previous year. Waterstones' off the book retailer. Although chief operating profit before exceptional executive Alan Giles concédés that items, dépréciation and amortisa- HMV's advisors Warburg and Merrill tion (Ebitda) was down £4m to Lynch are investigating "various £21.4m, while HMV, which opened ideas and options", he adds that 12 new stores in the period, man- the group does not always have to aged a £5.3m Ebitda increase to act on them. £49.3m. Giles is more upbeat about the The effects of heavy discounting music stores' performance, were also felt by Woolworths, which although he admits trading has not last Wednesday reveaied that been easy. £16m was wiped off Its CD and He says the company has video sales last year to eut overall already concluded deals in Japan profit growth across the chain to and Canada with telecommunica- just 0.6% (and a total of £119m) for tlons companies, which will enable the 52 weeks to January 29. users to buy HMV product over their HMV's results have raised spec- Wap mobile phones. "The internet ulation that the group wants to sell and e-commerce here is going to be 

a great opportunity. Technology is going to be an important part of our future," he says, adding that similar deals in the UK are not too far 
Kingfisher, announcing an overall 15.4% rise in pre-tax profits for the year to £726.2m, says it is now "working closely" with entertain- ment suppliers to improve margins. It also announced it is to invesl £60m in five e-commerce units, inciuding an entertainment division. The group's entertainment wholesaler Entertainment UK 

for-like sales were up by 2.0% at MVC. 

news/7/ é? 
WEICH (OINS SONY MUSIC EUROPE Dwayne Welch, formerly vice président of International marketing of RCA In the US, has been appointed vice président of continental artlst development at Sony Music Entertainment Europe. Reporting to senior vice président Richard Ogden, Welch of the acts that did were Sony's." Sony also won the top classical com- pany and best record company pro- 

HMV was aPdouble winner by tak- ing the best retail chain prize and the best général marketing campaign for the Music Of The Millennium, while Ainleys in Lelcester won the inaugur- al best independent store prize. There were also double honours for Polydor, named top artist albums company as Sundraj Sreenivasan won it the PR award for Lolly. Other winners induded Ministry Of Sound winning the UK breakthrough award, WEA taking international artist breakthrough for Cher and the airplay award for Madonna's Beautiful Stranger and Vital named best sales force. Jive was honoured as best independent label and Zomba best independent publisher, Universal Music TV top compilations company, Anglo Plugging best independent pro- motions company and William Orbit jp producer. 

ASCAP ADVANCES OH NET RIGHTS US music performing rights organisation Ascap and digital music copyright management company AudioSoft have announced a stratégie partnership that will heip ensure songwriters, composers and publlshers are appropriately compensated for music use on the internet. The move signais the rollout of AudioSoffs Rights Management System, which automatîcally tracks and reports music delivered over the net, to some of the 1,500 Ascap- licenced webcasters. 
GILLES GETS NIGERIAN AIRING Radio One's weekly programme Worldwide has been bought by Lagos-based Cool FM, making Its host Gilles Peterson the first UK DJ to be broadeast on a regular basis In Nigeria. Worldwide, whlch is produced by independent production company Somethin' Else, now goes out to 13 radio stations 

DATE SET FOR CAPTAI fH AWARDS The eighth annual 95.8 Capital FM London Awards ceremony takes place on April 19 at the Royal Lancaster Hôtel. The event, in aid of the charity Help a London Child, will be hosted by Chris Tarrant. Members of the public will be able to vote on catégories inciuding London's favourite single, group, album, and maie and female artists, via a spécial website, www.london awards.co.uk, from April 3. 
INFERNO SIGNS UP NET DEAL 
music company and subsidlary of Aim-listed Mezzanine Group Pic, has embarked on a joint venture with Independent dance music label inferno. The five- year exclusive deal gives Mezzmusic the right to sell and dlstribute Inferno's existing repertoire and future releases Worldwide. In the last two years, Inferno has notched up 14 Top 40 and seven Top 20 hits. 
DMG RADIO GETS RA GO-AHEAD The Radio Authority says it is ■" to ailow DMG Radio 

Authority ht from supporters and objectors. The Broadcasting Act 1996 states that a national newspaper company, or connected company, cannot hold a local radio licence if the arrangement opérâtes against the public interest. 
SURREll TAKES EMAPMD ROLE The Emap Performance Network has appointed Michelle Surrell as managing director of Leeds station 96.3, Aire FM and Magic 828. Surrell Is currently the MD of Red Rose Radio, where she Is replaced by Paul 
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NEWS mwnews@unmf.com 
Etaamim 

WHY BRANSON HAS TO PAY UP Richard Branson has scarcely been eut of the newspapers in recent weeks with stories about mobile phone licence bids, his lottery plans, e- commerce stratégies and online investments. Nothing unusual in that, slnce he remains a past master at PR . But what has amazed record industry observers is the story that has gone almost unreported in the national press so far: his on-going tussle with record companies over his outstanding December bills. As the extended deadline for payment approaches this 1 week, that could ail change. With the outeome still uncertain, some key executives within the industry fear the worst. What is astonishing is that Branson appears to be resumlng his attack on record companies' pricing policies, blaming them for his current predicament. No one déniés that recent trading has been incredibly tough (witness the results statements issued by HMV and Woolies last week) or that pricing is the key issue of the moment (for a very différent indie retail take see this issue's letters page). This is a debate that is going to run and run. But that is no excuse for simply not paying your bills if - as Virgin continues to insist - there is cash In the bank. As he campaigns to run the Lottery, Branson surely has a duty to show that he pays what he owes. After ail, a lottery operator must be relied on to pay out its promised jackpot. If Branson doesn't pay his retail debts then, put quite simply, he should not be allowed to run the public lottery. 
The MW Awards show, like ail awards, can be a rowdy occasion. But you could have heard a pin drop in the Great Room at the Grosvenor House when Scott Piering's widow Hil mounted the stage to collect the Strat Award on his behalf. Everyone paid total respect to the memory of a true 

E-COMMERCE TURNS A NEW PAGE So the first internet-only album from major acts? If you aren't aware The Black Crowes (out of contract) and Jimmy Page (uncontracted for solo work) toured together in the US last autumn to great reviews. A live recording was made from the LA dates and is now available exclusively from Musicmaker.com and its e-tail partners in the US. What is interesting is that the consumer can either pay per track to download from the 19 tracks available or choose five or more tracks to make a custom CD or order an 18- track pre-packaged CD. Consumer power or what? Radio was serviced with a one-track promo and listeners were directed to each station's website for détails of how to buy the track(s). There is a link to the Musicmaker site and the radio station gets a eut of each sale referred. Er, no conventional retail then? No, and US retailers are up in arms, quoting ioads of confused customers wanting to buy the dise but being unable to do so in a bricks and mortar store. Belatedly Musicmaker has offered the same terms to retail websites as radio station ones, but many retailers are loath to direct traffic to a competitor. Why has this deal been done? Well first of ail it is obvlously an experiment to see what the demand is but, as Musicmaker sales are not tracked, it is going to be hard to independently find out. Secondly, a live album from a one-off Project is a lot less controversial than a new studio album. And for a couple of establlshed acts they can presumably make far more money this way per unit sold than a conventional release. What about international sales and promotion? Is this a model for the future? I was on a panel at the ILMC recently where I was asked why record companies continue to exist. For an artist they take away any risk, advance money and market the record. For an establlshed artist, only the first possibly applies. I thlnk we are going to see a lot more deals like this. 
Jon Webster's column is a Personal vlew 

Radio One bounces bock 

, wilh Sony lisi domination 
I by Paul Williat Radio One has from the dii Jeff Smith to Capital 

'his year's Sony Radi 

le Lamacq Lf . , _ ■ Woddwide With Gilles Peterson and and Zoe Bail getting r Chris Goldfinger's Radio One Reggae Dancehall Show an  
d category. which has of 

year award for a 500,000 to 12m reach where its rivais are Scottish Radio Holdings1 Clyde 2 and Capital Radio's BRMB. It  

Sara Cox is up for two non-music awards at the event, which is due to be held at London's Grosvenor House Hôtel on May 2. Radio One editor Loma Clarke 
liant year" for the station. "This 

great endorseme i," says managing direi Mark Story. "Kiss has got its biggest reach in its 10 years and what is com- ing through at the moment it looks like improving fiirther." ' "■ tsic FM has two 

Industry-wide database moves one step doser 
The tr : industry's bid .to_pool Andersen Project, I sting tl -statistics and information to create ' feaslbllity of llnking and enhancing a number of existing databases such as those operated by PPL, MCPS. Mies and PRS. Andrews says the existing sources of data are specialist, sometimes overlap and are invari- ably not able to "talk to each other" because much information Is not held in a standardised format. He adds that an industry-wide data- 

d industry database moved doser last week when PPL chief executive officer Charles Andrews presented a business plan to the BPI council. Andrews, who is project manag- ing the industry database, code- named Project Catco and first pro- posed as one of the recommanda- tions of the BPI-sponsored 

a significant advantage to industry bodles and music companies. "It has buslness-to-business and con- sumer applications. People will be able to search for records for com- pilations or retailers could find out if a record is available," he says, comparlng it with the databases used by the book industry. 
E-mail solution to Eros dilemma Ranger Computers, which supplies the Oscar Electronic Point of Sale (Epos) System i 

sr an alternative to i defunct Electronic Record Ordering System (Eros) by persuad- ing the major distributors to accept 
Ranger claims around 10 indie shops are now using the compa- ny's Oscar Lite ordering tool, a £1,625 software and hardware package, to e-mail a range of dis- tributors including Universal, BMG, Ten, EMI, Pinnacle and Vital. However, managing director David Viewing concédés lack of support from the majors means he has writ- ff plans to charge the distribu- 

een willing to make any finanoial ontribution to replacing Eros and e can't afford to be the Father 

ar fills the gap' s that previously used Eros. Tim Ellis, proprietor of Nuneaton-based What Records, says he has been left "high and dry" by the collapse of Eros and resorted to ringing or faxing orders. "Oscar fills the gap, This has a very complété order that you can pull up and aiso print and it Is something in existence, not a false promise," he says. 

around 60 dealers and which goes skaight into the company's system, )W happy to 

V2 joins SealedMedia 
in MP3 download trial V2 has linked up with new technol- ogy developer SealedMedia to " 1 " download trials of 

Around 60 people are taklng part in the tests, which use SealedMedia's SoftSeal média 
technology and enable users to order tracks through Avantl Communications' e-commerce site. The tracks, which are water- marked and include materlal by the Stéréophonies, Mercury Rev and Heather Nova, are then transmlt- ted via the customer's Astra satel- lite receiver. This enables audlo tracks to be delivered in just sec- onds rather than the typical 10 to 20 minutes for such files. * V2 Records has teamed up with Music Week's sister consumer website dotmuslc.com ta launch a claimed worid first "virtuai" cover- mount CD. The dotmusic digital download compilation Is available today (Monday) to the first 100,000 users to register on the site and features exclusive tracks from Underworld, Stéréophonies, Jungle Brothers and Regular Fries. 
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EDITED BY STEVE H E M S L E Y (Ta: 01892 519504/steve.hemsley@talk21,com) — M A R K E T I N G 
BBC boostsTOTP 
withElmadspend 
The BBC Is spending more than £lm promoting a revamped Top Ff The Pops Magazine wlth a national radio and TV ad campalgn, retail displays and a schools pop quiz. From April 5, the magazine will have a new logo to link more close- ly with the TV show and a glossy design, while the average pagina- tion will rise from 80 pages to at least 100 per issue. The magazine remains the top- selling music magazine, even though sales were down 4.3% at 368,700 for the period July to December 1999. New editor Corinna Shaffer, who was appointed In March, says new features will include more back- stage coverage from the TOTP TV programme and articles on non- pop genres. A national ad campaign will run during April and May on satellite channels and commercial radio, while there will aise be retail sup- port and a schools promotion in conjonction with confectionery brand Twix. Schools apply to hold their own compétition and send their answers to the BBC to try to wln a place in one of 10 régional finals and a grand final to be held 

Induslry wurned to gel 

behind BBC Music Live 

programming on BBC1 and BBC2 in 
tive producer Guy Freeman. He says complaints about a lack of music on télévision could fall on deaf ears within the corporation if labels, managers and pluggers fail to take advantage of the promotional oppor- tunities being offered by the 24-hour live music marathon planned across the two networks on May 28-29, Some artists have already been confirmed to appear during BBC Music Live's The Perfect Day and they will be announoed at the press launch this Thursday (March 30), 

'The industry needs to realise hat music is still regarded as ninority viewing on TV and this ivent is a massive gambie for the 

the BBC will wonderwhy," he says. The broadcasts wiil comprise spécial 30-, 60- and 90-minute ver- sions of music shows such as Top Of The Pops and one-off pro- grammes with coverage switching between BBC1 and BBC2 during the 24 hours. There will be up to 50 out- side broadcasts from throughout the UK and additional coverage across BBC national and local radio, BBC Choice and BBC Online. Sony's vice-president of commu- 

nications and vice-chairman of the BPI's PR committee Gary Farrow says he experts momentum for the event to gather pace during the next few weeks. "This is a fickle industry sometimes and people have been concerned with the Millennium and then the Brits, but they can now start thinking about Music Live. The BBC has presented to the BPI and we have relayed détails to the record companies," he says. The BBC has commissioned média agency Fallon McElligot to pro- duce traiter advertising for Music Live and the ads, which will appear across the networks for five weeks beginning in mid-April, were being shot in Scotland last week. "These will be awareness ads telling people about Music Live and what a huge célébration of music it wiil be," says account director Chris 

Provocateur Records has begun an extensive marketing and PR campaign this week for jazz artist Andy Sheppard's second album on the label Dancing Man & Woman, which is released today (Monday). The £13,000 being spent is the highest budget Provocateur has allocated for a jazz release and the album itself is also being sponsored by Canary Wharf Arts & Events as part of its Millennium programme. Interviews with Sheppard and album reviews began to appear In the national and specialist press this weekend, and advertising will be seen in The Guardian, Independent and Time Out, as well as The Jazz Review and Jazz UK. Some 50,000 flyers promoting the album will be dlstributed at jazz venues around London, while Sheppard will also launch Radio Three's new Jazz Line Up slot on April 1 and his April 13 concert at the Cabot Hall will be recorded for possible broadcast on April 16 as part of Jazz On 3. Canary Wharf Arts & Events has its own marketing activity to highlight the concert, while there are a total of 12 tour dates beginning in Bristol on April 12 and ending at the Glastonbury Festival on June 24. 

» 

|AN/FEB'S TOP TV ADVERTISERS S™ 
by STEVE HEMSLEY ic industry has faller Love may have been in the air in February, out with TV as an advertising médium. As always, Valentine's Day gave record companies' coirim ing teams the perfect excuse to advertise romantic compilati best ofs but, according to figures compiled by ad agency MediacomTMB on behalf of Music Week, this activity could not hide a massive eut in média spend by labels in the first two months of the year. The combined total allocated to télévision advertising for January and February was £2.3m, down 38% on the £3.7m assigned during the same period in in 1999. The number of albums given any TV coverage was eut by half from 100 to 50, though the average amount spent on those that were promoted on the small screen was up 25% from £37,400 to £46,700. This rise, says Mediacom TMB director Martin Cowie, is evidenoe that labels that are promoting on TV are willing to spend more to maximise the effect of any campaign, although much of the extra money was lost through TV inflation. "For the music industry, TV is gettingtoo expensive and there is a definite trend of labels moving away from the médium altogether unless they have a very big release that they know will recoup any spend," he says. Hp pHaSi -Average TV inflation across ail channels was 6% in the first two out for ITV it peaked at 17% for January, fuelled by demand from îs who realise that advertising on ITV is the best way to 

Pluggers unité to form 
NonStop Promotions Pluggers Niki Sanderson and Nicky Sussex are joining forces to form a new business called NonStop Promotions. The company, which begins trad- ing on April 3, will handle national télévision and radio promotion for arts inoluding Embrace, Catatonia, Tom Jones, Stéréophonies and new pop art Super Sister. 

Mercury, has been running her own company Niki Sanderson Promotions since 1996 and was responsible for the TV cov- erage for Tom Jones" Reload album last year, while Sussex was head of radio at Appearing, which will close 

<n e w s /7 / e MERCURY PRIIE DETAILS AHNOUMCED Organisers of the Technlcs Mercury Music Prize have unvelled the timetable for this year's event. Entry forms will be sent out in the first week of May with requests to be emalled to entries@mercury prize.co.uk, while the shortllst will be announced on July 25. The show is lined up for September 12, The contest is open to UK and Irish acts' albums released between August 1,1999 and July 31, 2000. 
PEPSI CHART GETS LATIN AIRING The Pepsi Chart will be shown in Argentins, Venezuela, Puerto Rico and Guatemala from the first week of May. The licensing agreement was announced by GMG Endemol Entertainment's commercial exploitation arm Gem's newly-appointed worldwide project director Ed Sharples. 
CLASSIC FM INKS SAAB GEAI Classic FM has signed a £750,000 sponsorship and advertising deal with Saab. The package lasts for 10 months d gives Si ' 

SHAW MOVES UP AT UNIVERSAL Mercury Records senior press officer Judy Shaw is to take up the position of head of press at the Universal company on April 19. Her élévation arises from the planned departure of director of press Anita Mackie to take up a similar position at East West. At the same time, Mercury press officer Louise Mayne is promoted to senior 

campaign for digital ra running on analogue stations Classic FM, Virgin Radio and TalkSport. The promotion Is deslgned to emphasise the quality of digital radio and the ads feature Beethoven, Jimi Hendrix and golfer Nick Faldo. 
SANTANAAND MOBV GO PLATINUM gj7 .Santana's Supernatural BP! and Moby's Play albums both went platinum last week. Muses' début album, Showbiz. was awarded a silver certification. On the singles front, both Melanie C feat. Left Eye's 3r BeJtjglSame Again and vnr <; Rve Bve Byt=> wPro 

d silver awards. 
HOWTV SHOWmTINGS COMPARE 

at the blggest spend was er.esp/Universal/Global TV), with slots b Street, Home And Away and Father Of The I 
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ing Ally McBeal on Channel Four and Friends on Sky One. independiente continues to spend heavily to help keep Travis' The Man Who around the top of the album chart with the £190,000 allocated in the first two The Love Songs months of the year taking the overall spend for the most heavily TV-advertised ed on ITV during album of 1999 past the £l.lm mark. Mercury also continued to heavily adver- e. as well as dur- tise last year's number one album, Shania Twain's Corne On Over. 



g h a r \ f i I e 
• Gabrielle's Rlse edges ever doser to the top of the fono survey of UK-sourced hits on European radio this week, after increaslng its plays across the whole continent. Sitting at two behlnd AU Saints' Pure Shores, the track has Its blggest alrplay supporters In Austria (13-12), Germany (35-19), Norway (3-2), Spain (25-9) and Switzerland (11-9), while its sales successes include climbing a notch to six in the Norwegian chart. 
• Melanie C h! le for 

Ferry/Roxy 

on the Swedish airplay chart with Never Be The Same Again, which retains its superiohty over Geri Halliweil's Bag It Up. Sporty Spice's 12-9 improvement is half of a successful week for Virgin which also sees Richard Ashcroft's A Song For The Lovers grabbing the highest new entry spot at 13. Alongside the two Virgin tracks, there are four 
Universel and the indie sector, three EMI and Sony tracks, and two from BMG. 
• In Norway Melanie C is overshadowed by Byrne Blood/ Columbia's Al In the race for the singles chart's highest new entry title. While Never Be The Same Again enters at 13, Al's Llke A Rose débuts at 11 to 

• A new album offering from U2 
the meantime, the group's fans are making the most of several new band and Bono contributions on the soundtrack to The Million Dollar Hôtel. In Norway, the Universal Island release becomes an instant Top 10 hit by entering at nine, while entering at 17 in France and 24 in Spain. 

French airwaves, which ai présent firmly getting behind several long-running UK tunes. With Ama at one, Texas' Summer Son, now in its 30th week on the chart. rebounds 5- 3, while the chart's highest climber Is an even older track - Phats & Small's Tum Around which leaps 50-23 on its 43rd week on the chart. 
• Chicane's pairing with Bryan Adams is showlng early signs of turning into as big a hit on the continent as it has been in the UK. It became the second highest new entry on the German sales chart last week and this week arrives at 12 in Denmark. 

• In line with much of the rest of the worid, Santana's Supernatural reaches the top of the Swedish albums chart this week, but the other end of the Top 10 is very much following its own pattern. Landing the 

Aslan Dub Foundation are looking to build on a hlg encouraging start for their album Community Music Japan by headlinlng the second stage of the Fuji R :estival at the end of July. The planned appearance ollows the album's début at number 13 a fortnlght on the Japanese International chart, while In Europ group are lined up to headline a sériés of dates in capacity venues durlng Aprll and May. This cornes the group - who are signed to Virgin in France and Bénélux and to London for the rest of the world - supported Rage Against The Machine in Europe in ;ebruary. The tour will notably include Vienna In Au n May 7 with the politically-aware group declding the opportunity to voIce their opinions on the coun présent political set-up rather than follow the exam several other acts by cancelling concerts there. AE also due to play several European festivals this sun though détails have still to be announced. 

PAUL WILLIAMS (pwilliams@unmf.com) 

Donce move helps Sine lake 

charge of Europe's airwaves 
by Paul Williams |— "31 been lookinë into changing its work- in the sense that we'd once carry on Sine is dominating the UK's show- , ingmethodstobetterreflectthefast- with a label struggling for two years. ng on European radio at présent, » <*=1 moving nature of the dancemarket. but now it would probably be one argelythanksto a décision to start *• • "Essentially the problem we've year," he says. icensing dance repertoire. ^ r? \ had iswe have a lot oftimeto décidé Sine is currently in ongomg dis- The Sony opération was last : Sdj whether we're going to put out a eussions about its relationship with week working on five of the 20 most - ÛÀ record or nob or wait until there's an Nude which, with Création, were the popular UK-sourced hits on album. [With dance] we've discussed only two Sine labels when Chung Europe's airwaves, with half its things like bringing in a 48-hour dead- joined three years ago. There are otal coming from long-running line of whether we're going to release now 15 label deals. Chung says he 
diente and half through licensing Phats & Smali; airplay success The expansion into dance, which two to three weeks, deals for releases by acts such as Nanou Lamblin. "It's very much has included Phats & Small for the Meanwhile, Sine is presently look- Artful Dodger and Phats & Small. Paul-Rene's baby because he whole of Europe and the Artful ing to the US to break both Chicane Its success cornes just five brought us together and he's been Dodger for Europe outside the and Travis. The latter's album The months after European executive very supportive in us striking Scandinavian and GSA régions, has Man Who is released there on April vice-president Paul-Rene Albertini deals," says Chung. corne in a year in which Sine's sales 14. They will be touring the States prompted a move into the dance Specialist people have been rose 56%. However, despite the from next month with fellow Sine act sector by linking Sine senior vice- brought in to work on the dance huge increase, Chung says the eco- Oasis, whose current album Chung président Mark Chung with director repertoire, though ail within the Sine nomic situation has become a lot admits has so far proved to be "a bit ofA&R and marketing for Dancepool set-up, Chung says the opération has harder. 'The pressure is increasing tough" to work in the States. 

4 9 Dont Give Up Chicane feat. Bryan Adams (Xtravaganza) 
6 6 Go Let IL Oui Oasis (Big Brother) 7 5 The Ground Beneath Her Feet U2 (Universal Island) 8 8 Still Believe Shola Ama (WEA) 9 12 Never Be The Same Again Melanie C (Virgin) 10 15 Bag II Up Gori Halllwell (EMI) 11 7 Keep On Movin" Rve (RCA) 12 18 Movin" Too Fast Artful Dodger Feat Romlna (Locked On/XL) 
14 11 Why Does My Heart Feel So Bad? Moby (Mute) 15 10 Bring It Ail Back S Club 7 (Polydor) 16 16 Dont Wanna Let You Go 5lve (RCA) 
19 17 You Only Tell Me You Love Me... Pet Shop Boys (Padophone) 20 19 Summer Son Texas (Mercury) 

11 Bye Bye Bye 'N Sync (Jive) 2 2 Show Me The Meaning Of Being Lonely Backstreet Boys (Jive) 
4 3 Thafs The Way IL Is Cellne Dion (Epie) 5 7 Never Let You Go Third Eye Bllnd (Elektra) 6 14 Say My Name Destiny's Child (Columbia) 
8 9 It Feels So Good Sonlque (Republic) 9 4 What A Girl Wants ChristJna Agullera (RCA) 10 12 Breathe Falth Hlll (Warner Bros) 11 10 Bring It Ail To Me Blaque feat. 'N Sync (Columbia) 

13 15 Only God Knows Why Kld Rock (Lava/AUanUc) 
15 17 I Try Macy Gray (Epie) 
18 - Higher Creed (Wind-Up) 

S^S~<r:rGMM 

AUSTRAUA single Pure Shores Ail Saints (London) 5 7 album Play Moby (Mute) 3 3 CANADA single II Feels So Good Sonlque (RepuWic) 7 3 
FRANCE single Se* BombTom Jones & Mousse T{Gut) 1 1 album Sliff Upper Lip AC/DC (Elektra) 4 4 GERMANY single Sex Bomb Ton Jones & Mousse T (Gui) 10 7 album Stiff Upper Up AC/DC (Wamer) 1 1 ITALY slnglo Sex Bomb Ton Jones & Mousse T (Gui) 2 2 album Brand New Day Stlng (A&M) 6 7 NETHERLANDS single Bring II Ail Back S Club 7 (Poljdor) 5 5 

album Sliff Upper Up AC/DC (East West) 22 2 

AMERICAN CHARTWATCH 
by ALAN JONES 

20,000 to bring its five-week tally to more than 90,000. Her single It Feels So Good suffers its first décliné, slipping 12-13 on the Hot 100, a conse- e of slipping 16-19 oi 
Santana's Supernatural continues to set a oracking pace atthe top of the albums chart. It sold more than 307,000 copies last week, almost exactly twice as many as Slsqo's Unleash The Dragon, which charges 6- 2 as Thong Song emerges as a major hit single. Supernatural has spent 12 weeks at number one in total, including the past six consecutively, and its sales have topped 300,000 in each of the past four weeks. Even so, it will surrender its title next week to 'N Sync's new album No Strings Attached which, accordingto preliminary estimâtes, sold more than 1m copies on the day of its release last Tuesday. No new album managed to make the Top 50 this week, with hlp-hoppers Dead Prez making the week's highest début, entering at number 73 with Lefs Get Free, tallies of 15,000 apiece put the U2/Bono/various sound- track The Million Dollar Hôtel and Elton John's The Road To El Dorado album onto the chart at 104 and 105 respectively. Both can be expected to make more progress once the movles have opened. Stlng's Brand New Day remains the top album by a totally UK ives 52-45. It has now sold 500,000 copies, îlbum Hear My Cry holds at number 76 after seiling a further 

while holding at 
latter chart, as Robble Williams' Angels has finally departed. However, UK-signed Westlife (pic- tured) début at number 96 with Swear it Again. Destiny's Child enjoy their third straight week at number one with Say My Name, but Santana's Maria Maria registers the week's highest sales and airplay gains to close the gap at num- ber two. Norwegian teen duo M2M début at     number 87 with MiripMylirror, which 5d by UK-based soggadter Pam SJieyne. Almost total lack of ce again robs Steps and S Club 7 of Hot 100 positions but both ' îs chart, with Steps' Tragedy easing 25-29, Hion climbs 31-27. Both sold about 7,000 
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"Magnificent, incendiary, scorching; 
this is Lou Reed in agony, ecstasy and, 

of course, back and sounding better than ever" 
Uncut 5* Album of the Month 

Press and promotion include: 
Later Performance, May 20th 
Mojo 2 page iead album review, out March 15th 
Times Magazine Cover, Saturday March 25tii 
Q boxed review plus Cash For Questions feature, out April Ist 
Plus features in Independent, The Face, NME, Mojo 

Wednesday May 17th, Edinburgh Playhouse 
Thursday May 18th, London Royal Albert Hall 

Friday May 19th, London Royal Albert Hall 

Lou Reed's orgasmic new album "Ecstasy" is released on April 3rd 



EDITED BY STEPHEN JONES (stephen.jones@unmf,com) — j 

SxSW live overshndows Ihe net 
As the internet makes inroads into signing acts, the stage is still king in Austin, Stephen Jones reports ex. «h Ru   ________ (h By Southwest proved that technological breakthroughs are increasingly seen as a opportunity to refresh the inde- pendent music scene - but that there is no 

More than 70 i attendance - compared wlth a dozen last year - arguing that their business models rule suprême at the 14th annual festival in Austin, Texas, last week. But some 1,000 acts and artists preferred to let the music do 

Total number of acts 1,003 European acts 8-10% Major label signings 7.8% Indie label signings 34.8% International label signings 7.0% Major publishing signings 7.0% Indie publishing signings 12.5% Intl publishing signings Pimpadelic 
With fewer trad America 

whether you just love music. You don't need to conter to work that out, do you?" Despite the band performing their blues and groove- laden set in the spiritual home of their influ- ences, the Hut/Virgin act's over-subscribed gig - even despite clashing with Patti Smith - was one of the festival's best. 
received than either Robbie Williams last year or Stéréophonies the year before. The band corne aoross as having the increasing- ly-rare attitude of actually enjoying their job. The only buzz acts to compare were coun- try-soul crossover artist Def Jam Island's Shelby Lynne (who is finaily being embraced by critics) and TNT's heavy rock act Nashville Pussy, whose enthralling sex-fuelled rock'n'roli trip, fur bikini and fire-breathing 

; bands, SxSW shone this year for the greater breadth of genres on show, partlcu- larly hip hop, even if many of the rappers wearing backwards baseball caps and singing about their hos and their woes were not particularly original. The act that best had the PR machine sewn up to generate a pre-gig buzz was new Tommy Boy signing Pimpadelic. Their party but-understated bus ciroied town for two days ahead of ' "Southern discomfort" set - a mix of i hip-hop, dancing girls and redneck attitu 

Among the best to draw "very Blink 182" oomparisons were new Zomba signing Bowling For Soup -| amusing even before their Bon Jovi and Bryan Adams" covers. In the unsigned arena a live dance act that better carried off a mix of genres were Plexiq from Hamburg, Germany, who also boasted entertaining star quality. " exuding magical intrigue for his dated- ' ■ ■ ' ' sense before he even stage w 
ut their ; 

;uck to the ilbeit with a 

SXSW FESIlVAlr BESI Of THE REST DavIct Gray 

16 Stranglers for that matter, I 
phrases - this year. phrases such a "Offspringish lyrics", "post-Santana", "do communists" and "B2B2C" (business 1 business to consumer) were uncovered. 

backing tape. As ever, with si sounding names whlch often suggest latent talent, and this year's best name contest was narrowly won by electronic funk act VHS Or Beta, ahead of And You Will Know Us By The Trall Of Dead, DJ Muppetfucker and I Am The World Trade Centre. 

sxsw opinions 
"Hi, l'm Mark Eitzel, and ail my songs are about jumping off the Golden Gâte Bridge" - Singer/songwriter Mark Eitzel 
"The best thing was a hip-hop street brass band called the Youngblood Brass Band. They were brilliant and tofally mad. It should not work but it does. There are a few of these type of bands in New Orléans' - Courtyard Management's Chris Hufford (Radiohead, Supergrass, Medal) 
can see them' - Keynote speaker and' artist Steve Earle on the industry's shrinkage to four major labels 
"The internet is saving the group, artist, songwriter and producer. Can you imagine the amount of product sat gathering dust, never released? Ifs back to the days 
out the next" - Ex-Public Enemy rapper Chuck D 
"No question about it, Sonny Landreth was best. Let me tell you, the guy's a king. He was better than I could ever have dared dream. He was worth the price of the airfare to Texas alone. Those Austin folk are lucky bastards" - Producer Gus Dudgeon 
"I spoke to David Geffen and he said 'you're going to sell millions with this record.' Next time I spoke to him he said: 'what happened?" I said you tell me' - Ex-Geffen singer/songwriter Peter Case, at a panel on whether artists are being ignored amid Internet hype 

Angélique; Ame Orchestra: brightened the Nlnja Tune party; Hi-Fldellty: provlng that writlng hooks Is not selling out -   "al despite Folk 

Bradley at the BMG party 
"Everything wi 

the folks from BMG 
singer Robert 

frjr f \ 

Scottish four-piece Astrid were undoubtedly the British act to gain most Industry buzz attention at South By Southwest. Whlle In the UK music business they are often perceived as a somewhat twee-soundlng Glasgow Indie pop affalr, their honest approach of Jangly guitars, soarîng Sixties mélodies and "quaint humour" appeared to set them refreshingly apart from what most Americans expect from a British band. US label interest In their 1999 début, Strange Weather Lately, produced by Edwyn Colllns, ranged from Maverlck to Steve Lillywhite's Gobstopper label through Palm Pictures. Darrin Robson, owner of their UK Fantastic Plastic record label, says that producers interested in working with the act on the second album now also Include LIllywhite, Fountalns Of Wayne's Adam Schleslnger, John Cornfield (Supergrass), Hugh Jones (Shack) and David Bianco (Teenage Fanclub). 
lock of concerted effort by UK inilustry pots British music in the shade who enthuses for a group of might-as-well-be- American crap bands." Gomez's SxSW showstopper undeniably saved face for the UK contingent, but why don't UK labels send over half a dozen acts at least as good and start everyone buzzing 

guys out there, ail the A&R people looked a lot more worried" - EMI Music vice président A&R (UK) Mike Smith 
"Hey, yo, the Pire Marshall is in the house. He can suck my dick" - Pimpadelic rapper Easy Jésus at hls most pollte 
"l'm not just flying the flag here but I thought Tim Keegan & The Departure Lounge, The Czars (fantastic voice), and generally the Bella Union night, was the most interesting stuff out there. Classic songwriting with a twist is always going to work on a certain level" - Chrysalis Music UK A&R manager Rich King 
"It influenced music worldwide except in North America where nobody knows how to dance anyway... now nobody in America understands how the internet works, l'm not being disrespectful, ifs a fact of life" - " -e City and r — 

_______ 0 why UK 
nîusic is faring so badly in the US. The perception is that, not only do US labels make less money on international signings and so de-prioritise them, but UK acts generally lack stars. Furthermore, the feeling is that those acts the UK does deliver have a rather unendearing attitude towards the US that does not help in breaking them. The lack of star quality in UK acts is a gén- éral problem domestically, but it hardly helps that the British do so little shouting about the 
stage and using events such as SxSW prop- erly. That happened again last week, where the Brits left countries like Sweden, Ireland, Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, France and Japan to represent themselves better. For the second year, the BRI " MUSIC WEEK APRIL1 2000 

'Best of Briti acoustic showeases by s ing at the festival. But it starteo au too non- estly - before Catherine Porter - as former Wonderstuff ffontman Mlles Hunt opened his set with a quip about the irony of him per- forming there when the only support he has had recently has been from a Canadian label. 
ing the next day; "We head like a giddy kid to the candy store. Sadly the party bombs, h ed by < 

effort, but a "Best of British" banner ne at such an event in this country warrant a trades description inquiry. was there scouting what it could do to ext year and in a sense it could not be , That was proved by the ex-Cocteau Twins' label Bella Union, which put on an exei- lent show bettering even those by Beggars Banquet (Gorky's Zygotlc Myncl, Llama Farmers) and Skint (Midfield General. Cut La Roc, Sparky Llghtbourne). Topping even the interesting Departure Lounge was the début of Robin Guthrie's new band Violet Indiana, featuring former Mono frontwoman Siobhan De Mare, who were inspiring. 

"This is the Freebird of the Pussy génération" - Nashville Pussy frontman Blaine Introducing the song Go to Hell 
SXSW SAMPLER PUYLIST Deathray - Now That I Am Bllnd (Caprlcorn) I Jeff McClusky sampler: l Kitt - You Know What I Want To Know (unsigned) (sampler): Bowling For Soup - The Bitch Song (Jive/Silvertone) (Let's Do It For Johnny sampler): Various - various (Roadrunner/Arcade) (sampjer); Various Only One Degree Of Séparation (Ireland at SxSW 2000) (sampler); Trash Wednesday (CTP) (album); Leslie Nuss - No Ordlnary Lover (Little Leaf) (sampler): Various - A New Vlklng Invasion (Kool Sweden) (sampler); The Rlptones - Cowboy's Inn (Bloodshot) (album): The Rosenbergs (Muslcblitz.com) (sampler) 
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SW0^ the mark up is not brilliant on chart 
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GIRL BANDS FIGHT FOR PROMINENCE 
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- ^e^e^hadt'greatra^uppo^tPfrom iv'and Girls. We're aimini 

;LP, single, CD or video in ion. Beiieve me, LPs are co 

provided we continue to work our balls off, we hope to do so for another 20 years. 

YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR 

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY 
JT Events have built up an unrivalled réputation 
for quality and service and offer a wide ranging 
portfolio covering major sporting, cultural and 
music events throughout the United Kingdom 
and Europe. 
We will be offering a comprehensive service 
throughout 2000 - from full hospitality packages 
to tickets only - The Sydney Olympics and 
Premiership Football through to the best seats at 
one of London's top theatrical shows. 
For your personal quotation, free hospitality 
calendar and pack detailing major events taking 
place in 2000 please call 020 8236 0515 
and we will be happy to assist you. 

020 8256 0515 s 

f.r.--"- 

Call for your FREE 
hospitality calendar 
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:0. 40 mlll^b}ypwers around the world 

Tailor-made for each country 
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UK (Channel 5) 
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Australia (Channel 10) 
Hungary (RTL Klub) 
Sweden (Kanal 5) 

Finland (TV4) 
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Thirteen territories across the Middie East and North Africa (MBC) 

and coming soon: Argentins, Venezuela, Guatemala and Puerto Rico 
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R E V I E W S - (mwreviews@unmf.com) FOR RECORDS RELEASED ON APRIL 10, 2000 

□□□□m 
of Ihe week 
MOLOKO: Things To Make And Do (Echo ECHCD31). Possibly the best album io emerge so far this year, this is also one of the most interesting projects. While Moloko are perceived  1 single Sing It Back am*     

QDdQDB WM 3111 
of the week 

SHELBY LYNNE: Leavin' (Mercury SLCDM2). Shelby Lynne is arguably the best femaie talent to emerge since Macy Gray although their music differs greatly and Lynne is actually on her fourth, if 
mi 

Although this fîrst single has been a long time coming, it was A- Msted at Radio Two last week and has been picking up spot plays by Radio One's Jo Whiley. Five UK shows are scheduied around the release alongside a TFI Friday performance. Whatever the outcome, remember that Gray missed the Top 40 first time around, but went on to great success - as will Lynne. 
SIHGLErey/eivs 

" ) JAMES BROWN: Funk On J Ah Roll (CD & 12-inch EAG XS127/EAG 12127). | The Godfather of Soul ts UK garage and the It is a sparse, tight J and funky track. Whether 
inimitable style is debatable, but it places Brown centre stage with the new breed. CHUMBAWAMBA: She's Got Ali The Friends That Money Can Buy (EMI CDEMS63). The lyrics to this immédiate smash indicate it could be an ode to Tara Palmer-Tomkinson - what with mentions of double-barrelled surnames, social diaries and It Girls. The song starts with skyscraping chorus and contains Chumbawamba riff. However, radi 

Auteurs) and sometime JAMC associate Johr 
CLINTON: People Power In The Disco Hour (HUTCD 125). Possibly the strongest track from last year's well-received Disco And The Halhvay To Discontent album from Cornershop offshoot Clinton, this is a quirky 

KRUST: Decoded (Talkin Loud tlCD57/562 675-2). Krust cornes from th same Bristol stable of talent as former Mercury Prize winner Roni Size and this four-track EP, plus four remixes is another example of how dance music can often 
from Blige's Stateside platinum album, Mary. But while Warren has helped propel more than a few projects, this looks unlikely to help the queen of hip-hop soul match her US status in the UK. SASHi: Just Around The Hill (Multiply CD MULTY62CX). As with their recent number two chart position with Adelante last month, the German pop-trance act are likely to confound a few expectabons with this ballad. Featuring vocals from Tina Cousins, it is a surprisingly effective song that invites radio play. A dancier radio edit is Ciisted at Radio One. LAURENT GARNIER: The Man With A Red Face (F Communications F119CD). Lifted from Garnier's impressive album Unreasonable Behaviour. this superb slice of 

MOOGWAI: Viola (Platipus PLATCD71). Moogwai's foiiow-up to last year's dancefloor smash A Night Dut is another major-key trance monster designed to delight the nation's Gatecrasher kids. The track has already been given the stamp of approval by scene heavyweight Paul Oakenfold. BLACK BOX RECORDER: The Facts Of Life (Nude NUD48CD1), Strings lift Sarah Nixey's coquettish confessions, making this somewhat similar to eariy Scritti Politti, and provides the perfect taster for (and title track of) the bitter-sweet second album from 

which was tipped to chart in the top three yesterday (Sunday) - those tracks are as dance as the album gets. However, dance music fans have never shied from buying albums from the likes of Air or Massive Attack and this enters the same league, rising magnificently over their 1996 début Do You Like My Tight 

MBUnreviews 
IT-U'^'l THE MIGHTY WAHi: Songs Of Strength And Heartbreak (When!/ Castle WENCD209). It has been nine years since Pete Wylie'i ' ' * from the wilderness is :h shimmer and explode wi Is likeiy to garner acclaim fron lecent live shows have shown a force to be reckoned with, ai this album admirably confirms. VARIOUS: Afterhours: Streetsoundz Volume One (United States Of Dance AHCD2).JtogaiLKIiar returns with a new sériés of Streetsoundz compilations, this first instalment focusing on US house and garage. The 23 importonly tracks on the triple-CD package include Lego's El Ritmo De Verdad, Studio Nova's Science Fiction Soul and Rochelle Fleming's it's Not Over plus a mix CD by Bobby & Steve. VARIOUS; The Voyage (X:trem< Records XTR57CDM). Biiled as "an 

house and dub, which is currently being favoured by a diverse set of DJs such as Danny Tenaglia, John Digweed and Judge Jules as well as being Pete Tong's Essential 
TAXIRIDE: Everywhere You Go (WEA 260CD). Currently one of Australia's hottest acts with their chart-topping Imagmate album, Taxiride's début UK single weaves inoffensive lyrics and a catchy melody together with an easy-going groove. TRAVELLER IN MOTION; Believe (Five AM) (FAM12002). Signe  Vicious Vinyl, this features the cli trained vocals of Saliie Harvey. Although it has been played for six weeks running by Radio One, the winning mixes from Key South, Wookie Slut and finally Push make il 

SISTER 2 SISTER: Sister (Mushroom CD1/2/MC MUSH70CDS/SS/MCS). Another pop Australian export, but what gives them the edge in the girl band compétition stakes is that they launched sooner and, unusually for a foreign chart act, are in the UK promoting for four months. They have also toured with Rve an 

impeccable sélection of classic tracks from the late Eighties and eariy Nineties chosen by Joey Negro. Featuring artists such as The Night Writers, Kym Mazelle and Underground Solution, this is an essential 
SOFA SURFERS: Cargo (Klein KLCD018). Downtempo beats, dirty basslines and cinematic vibes coliide on this second album by the Viennese act. Highlights include the single Beans & Rice, which was featured on the Stereo MCs' recent DJ Kicks mix CD. 

Mortimer's Saturday evening BBC1 comedy drama contains a refreshingly high standard of material, Pulp, Basement Jaxx and The Charlatans among others ail turn in recently- released favourites, but a handful of new tracks including the fantastic Barry Crusoe from Pulp and the Aprii 24-released Randall & Hopkirk Theme by Nina Persson and David Arnold stand out. HEFNER: Boxing Hefner (Too Pure PURE 99CD). Hefner keep up their prolific output 

serves as an excellent inl dévotion that Darren Haymans' spiky indie 
John Peel's Festive 50 on Radio One last year. irWUi! .J.l DON McLEAN; The Best Of (EMI CDP7983602). Interest in McLean has obviously been re-awoken by Madonna's chart-topping cover of American Pie. Ail five UK hits are here, including the full-length version of American Pie and the two chart- toppers Vincent and Crying. FILA BRAZILLIA: Brazillification ( Kudos KDUCD 013). Desplte lacking the média profile necessary to establish themseives as dance heavyweights, Fila Brazillia have quietly been producing consistently high- quality remixes of more than 60 tracks, 18 of which are compiled here. Their sound is a loose, organic funk which is used to enhance a diverse range of artists including Radiohead, U.N.K.L.E. Moloko, The Orb and Lamb. tJ-Mii:.'!.'..! QUEEN ADREENA: Taxidermy (Blanco Y Negro 8573806622). Formed out of the ashes of Daisy Chainsaw, Queen Adreena have been slowly building up a réputation for dazziing live shows and sombre powerful singles. The band's début album does not disappoint, with singer Katie Jane Garside's dark, disturblng vocals crawling over the band's industro-gothic guitarwork. I NO DOUBT; Return Of rn (Interscope | 4906382). This patchy S follow-up will have to work :h the se 

first 

with a slice of harmonie hip-pop likely to please her old school crowd while the garage twists will convert a few new listeners in the process. Mousse T gives the song a great R&B angle for the radio edit, while additional mixes by El-B and The Sharp BoyS have carried the song into the MW Club Chart top 10. At least a Top 20 placing looks likely for the UK's home-from-home 

I Kingdom. The first sing Ex-Girlfriend is performing poorly at one week in the Top 40, and the persistent rumours that the band are likely to split v not help. Stand out tracks are Bathwater and what really should have beei single, the pretty, breezy Simple Kmd Ot Life. 
Hear new releases 

dotmusic at: www.dotmusic.com/reviews 

1 I IDLEWILD: 100 Broken Windows (Food FOODCD32). The third album from this energetic young band further demonstrates their grasp of guitar-driven indie pop. While the singles Little Discourage and Actually It's Darkness are pretty strong numbers, the rest of the album fails to generate as much excitement as anticipated. Although the material is enjoyabte and compétent, this album is unlikely to deliver crossovor 
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Keeping up with thls ever-changing world 
of e-commerce ïs a must for today's 
retailers. So why not joîn up with Yahoo! 
Shopping - a révolution in shopping on 
the web. 
We've got the largest reach of any Internet 
site in the UK (55% of British users visit 
us at least once a fortnight ), and our 
shopping service has won plaudits 
around the world for its simplicity and 
e-commerce pizzazz. Use Yahoo! Shopping 
to be an e-commerce powerhouse, and not 
an empty cornershop. 
To find out more about Yahoo! UK & 
Ireland Shopping please call Tony 
Skeggs on 020 7368 3888 or email 
tony.skeggs@uk.yahoo-inc.com 
httD^/shopping.vahoo.co.uk 
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irsal/Rondor/Fox/EMIAbc (Lewis/Orbit/tbcl inistry Of Sound MOSCD 13f 

4 SIHING DOWN HERE 
CRASH AND BURN 

mFEELIN' SO good 

jiKILL AIL HIPPIES 

bia 6691052/6691054 (TENI Leod/Edward^'Rodaefs/Smmi.'Banies/QIrvier, 

2yourenotalone 
Macy GraylSIater) EMI/Znmba/Happy MeVBoopy Cocklail Lounne IGr 

33 rmTHE cedar ROOM 
34 s WHAT A GIRL WANTS 

| | i Artist (Producer) Publisher (Writer) 

39 mil 
/m 26 4 THANK GOD I FOUND YOU Mariah Carey (Carey/JanVLewis) EMI/Sony ■ 
41 EMI CDEMS 560/TCEM 560 (E) 42 3 

6690582/6690584 (TEN)  icn/Lewis) EMI/Sony ATV (Carey/Hams HI/Lewis)  DONT YOU WORRY V2WR50I1523/WR50II525(3MWP| lOf/Bloodshyl Ror   " 
6 CARTOON HEROES sal MCSTD 40226/MCSC 40226 (Ul 

43 3 5 DANCING IN THE MOONLIGHT S2 6689412/6689414 (TENI 

45 ' Interscopc 4972992/4972984 (Ul 

47 3 bia 6689032/6689034 (TENI 
48 « EMI CDEMS 557/rCEM 557 |E) 

gRIGHT BEFORE MY EYES UrbanHeatUHTC0 003/UHTMC003(V) 49 ^ 
50 DER SCHIEBER Dto SPECT 07CDS/- (3MV/PI 
51 « Echo ECSCD92/-IPI 

bia 6691972/6691974 (TEN) WEA WEA 254CD/WEA 254C (TEN) 
2goletitouto ner RKIDSCD 001/RKIDCS 001 (3MV/P) 

2IT MUST BE LOVE RCA 74321664772/74321664764 (BMGI 
Gut CXGUT 03 VCAGUT 031IV) îrsW516CO/W516C (TENI 

ive 9250202/9250204 IP| 
On "7 ,, |C SHE'S THE ONE/IT'S ONLY US • chrysaiisCDCHSSiwccHSsmiE) 

59^ B STAY WITH ME (BABY) 
60 3 jte CDMUTE 251/- (V) 

ation CRESCD 332/- I3MV/P) 62 3 TAKE A PICTURE Reprise W 515CD/W 515C (TEN) 
§63^ JHAVEADREAM/SEASONSINTHESUN ★ RCA 74321726012^4321726014 (BMGI 
§ 6462 „ RE-REWIND THE CROWD SAY 80 SELECTA * MichKi^^aawKBiiwim 

66 < 5 THE SOUND OF BAMBOO Inferno CDFERN25/MCFERN25(3MV/TEN) 

Epie 6689822/6689824 (TEN) 
; 69 

eal Maya IMetro/SAS) Sony ATV/CC/Rive Dro!ie/r( 
16 KISS (WHEN THE SUN DONT SHINE) O 

70 l 

9 OOH STICK YOU! rsaimcszo40209/mcsc40209(u) | yg 63 15SAYYOU'LlBEMINE/BETTERTHEDEVILYO^KNOW• m^szoiwtoip 
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ÊSINGLES 

CHART 
COMMENTARY 

SINGLE FACTFILE 
former siiiglhg partners Bryan Adams and Gerl HalliwélITMelanle C HëbW emphatlcally at number one this week with Never Be The Same Again. It is her nlnth number one, the previous eight having been achieved as a member of the Spice Girls. She now joins the growing ranks of women with nine number one hits, the others being colleague Melanie G, Abba's Frida and Agnetha, and Madonna. Beating them ail, of 

course, Geri Halliwell has 10 to her crédit. Given her recent remarks about Geri, it must give Melanie C some pleasure ta dethrone her erstwhile colleague - and If the two had released singles head-to-head last week she would bave even more reason 

by ALAN JONES 

to smile as she would have prevented Bag It Up from reachlng number one - Never Be The Same Again sold neariy 145,000 pnits compared with Halliwell's flrst week tally of 106,000 for Bag It Up. 
Spice Girls colleague Melanie G's only number one outside the group to date was achieved by teaming up with a female American R&B star (Missy Elliott) and the same route has worked for Melanie C, whose Never Be The Same Again pairing with TLC's Usa 'Left Eye' Lopes débuts convincingly at number one this week, 

's The Time Is number two. îe The Same Again is the second 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 COMPANIES 
ith The Time Is Now 

INDEPENDEHT SINGLES 

Subscribe now for iust £1 
and rëceive the toUowingTREE ot charge 

51 issues for £160 
S» FREE fono Directory 2000 - The essential guide to the people who break hits in Europe. 

& FREE bi-weekly hitmakers CD - featuring the latest hot new tracks from record labels ai 
& FREE weekly fax service - highlights from each week's fono faxed each Wednesday. 

fond. 

fono -the power to break hits 
For more détails on how 
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20 E 5m C0MMUN1TY MUSIC ffrr 8573820422(TEN) ^ Asian Dub Foundation (ADF/BecketVMarshalll 8573820424/-/- /Ifi 30 4 DAISIES OFTHEGALAXYO DrBamworks/Polydor4502ie2IU| Eels (E/Simpson) -/■/• 72 E ™forgiveninotforgotten* ™ The Corrs (Fosler/Corr) re 2 Atlantic 7567926122 (TEN) 
21 " 55PERfOfiMANCE AND COCKTAILS *4 Stéréophonies (Bird & Bushl WB11» K V2 WR1004492 (3MV/PI/ in 55 29THEWRITING,S0NTHEWALl« Coiamb,a 4943942 (TEN) ^ ' Oestiny'sChildlShe'kspere/Jerklns/Elliotl/lminalurel 4913944/4913941/4943948 73 33 4 THE VIRGIN SUICIDES-OS Air (Dunckel/Godin) T Virgin CDV 2910 (E) TCV 2910/V 2910/MDV 2910 
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ALBUMS 

CHART 
1 ALBUMS FACTFIIE Currently number one in the US, Canada, Smooth, the introductory single which Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, disappointingly poaked at 75 last 

COMMENTARY 
j Spain, Sweden and Switzerland, Santana's Supernatural album fînally moves to the top of the UK chart. It sold more than 42,000 copies last week, and has increased its sales every week this year. Released last August, it endcd 1999 with total sales of 25,000, a tpJol 

October but which débuts at three this week on reissue, with more than 57,000 sales. Supernatural is Santana's first UK number one album, nearly.30 years after first appearing on the chart. AltKough born in Mexico, Carlos Santana records and résides in America and is, amazingly, 
by ALAN JONES .24O,0O0. ThB album has, of course, been respondTng to the belated popularity of since the Beastie Boys' Hello Nasty in July 1998. 

Though it has had its falr share of big- sellmg albums, including tbe current TLC release Fanmail (460,000) and Whitney Houston's My Love Is Your Love (760,000), Santana's arrivai at tbe album chart summit gives tbe Arista label its first number one since 1993, when David Bowie topped with Black Tie White Noise. Its triumph is a narrow one, however, with Moby's Play also reachmg dizzy new heights, climbing to number two with sales of more than 40,000 

MARKET REPORT TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 

SALES UPDATE YEAR TO DATE 

settle for a number 14 début bere with No Strings Attached. The former RCA act's Jiw 

PERCENTAGE OF UKACTS IN THE CHART Dit 38.7% US: 44.0% 0Bier17J% 
nore than 12,000 copies last ;k and is tbe album chart's highest new ry. It has already beaten the peak of their 

10 hits Tearing Up My Heart and I Want You Back but which never climbed higher than 
Hip-hop albums have notoriously short shelf lives both in the US and the UK but one album which is seriously bucking the trend is Dr Dre's latest, 2001. The album has sold 

the Top Five, some 18 weeks after it was released. it has shown similar, if less spectacular, staying power here too. And the success of the current single Still Dre, a collaboration with Snoop Dogg is providing new firepower for the album. Still Dre debuted at six on the singles chart last week and falls just one notch this week as it crosses beyond the artist's core audience. The album responds by rising to a new peak of 17. Sales are already around the 90,000 

COMPILATIONS 
Album sales overall are down for the third straight week but compilations are on the rise after four weeks of décliné. That is not by much, though, with only 10,000 extra sales taking last week's tally to a still low 447,000. At the top, New Hits 2000 rules the roost for the second straight week, even though its sales dip from 33,000 to 26,000. In a weak market that is enough to give it a handsome victory, however, with the new runner-up being New Woman 2000, which sold fewer than 17,000 copies. The iatter album - which is aimed at women rather than featuring them exclusively - includes current hits from 
among others, but also features many slightiy older hits and several standards, including Roy Orbison's Oh Pretty Woman, Jennifer Rush's The Power Of Love and the 

Spice Girls' Marna. Though not overtly marketed as such, it will presumably be widely purchased as a Mother's Day gift, which substantially increases its chances of being number one next week. UniversaTs That Ole Devil Called Love and Sony's For You seem simllarly suitable, and début at number 13 and number 21 respectively. The garage frenzy continues, with four garage albums in the Top 10 - five in the Top 12 - this week, the highest placed arrivai being Kiss UK Garage, the latest collaboration between the London dance 

mmm siPti? TOP 10 COMPANIES TOP CORPORATE GROUPS 

high profile but there ar albums bangin' away in the lower reaches of the chart - Nukleuz Présents Hardhouse Anthems slips 16-19 while This Is Hard House débuts at number 31. 

INDEPENDENT ALBUMS THE YEAR SQ FAR... 
TOP 20 SINGLES 

PLAY 
STANDING ON THE SHOULDER OF GlAff NO STRINGS ATTACHED WORD GETS AROUND TROPICAL BRAINSTORM YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY 
REMEDY BABY ONE MORE TIME THE CLOSER YOU G ET Britney Spears Six BySeven Backstreet Boys 

Mute CDSTUMM172 (V) Gut GUTCD 009 (V) Big Brothcr RKID CD002 (3MV/P) Jive 9220272 (P) V2WR100043813MV/P) V2 WR1009872 (3MV/P) Skint BRASSIC11CD (3MV/P) V2WR1004492 (3MV/P) XL Recordings XLCO129 (V) 

THE EXTERMINATOR VERSION 2.0 THE MASTERPLAN SHOWBIZ BUENAVISTA SOCIAL CLUB VERTIGO STEPTACULAR 

lantra/Beggars Banquet MNTCD1017 (V) Jive 0523222 (P) Warp WARPCD55 (V) 

DONELL JONES 
BACKSTREET BOYS DJLUCK&MCNEAT 

RE-REWIND THE CROWD SAY BO SELECTA 

THE GREAT BEYOND VENGABOYS MELANIE C/LISA LEFT EYE LOPES DAPHNE& CELESTE 
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