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Quite simply, The Moody Blues at their best
"Sur La Mer" is a masterpiece

Featuring the hit single,
" I Know You're Out There Somewhere"
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Human Rights Tour
London - Bruce Spring -
stern, Peter Gabriel, Sting,
Tracy Chapman and Yous-
sou N'Dour are joining
forces for six weeks of con-
certs throughout the world
to spread the message for
human rights. The concerts
are timed to coincide with
the 40th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration Of
Human Rights.

Concerts will be staged
in around 20 countries, in-
cluding the Third World.
National stars will join the
concert in every country.
The organisers (Concerts

For Human Rights Founda-
tion, a non-profit organisa-
tion based in New York) ex-
pect to lose up to f 51)1000
for each concert performed
in a Third World country

Confirmed European
dates so far include London
(September 2), Paris (Sep-
tember 4) and Turin (Sep-
tember 8). The final con-
cert in Buenos Aires on Oc-
tober 15 will be televised
and available for worldwide
distribution. It is not yet
known who will handle the
filming of the show. 

Branson To Buy
Back Virgin

by AM Dare..

London - Virgin shams
rocketed to 133p - a rise of
over 50% - in the week fol-
lowing the announcement
that Richard Branson wants
to buy back the company.

Branson is concerned
that the 40000 small share-
holders who bought 47% of
the equity in Virgin in

November 1986 have seen
the value of their investment
fall drastically in past
months. Shareholders, who
include Phil Collins, Mike
Oldfield and Bryan Ferry,
saw their shares drop from
140p to 85p.

Ina statement, Branson
said Virgin's investment

policy was for long-term
growth. He did not believe
that Virgin should alter its
strategy as a response to
share performance.

The timetable for a

management takeover,
should it go ahead, would
see a re -privatised Virgin by
the end of the year. But it
could be a matter of just
weeks before a share-
holders' meeting is held and
an offer made. Meanwhile,
Branson must concentrate
on raising the finance for
his buy-back. Financing is
expected to come from a
consortium of international
banks. 

Pink loyd Gn Gold -Pink Flehelh world married Mere m France
recently whem they played two shows in the grounds
While there the group win awarded with gold direr for rule( N

Momentary Lapse Of Reason' in 12 European countries. Pictured
with band members Dave Gilmour. Nick Mason and Rica Wright is
Guy Delay Pres. Pathe Marconi EMI (left).

Pioneer
London - Pioneer has an-
nounced the release of its
first PAL model multi -disc
player this October in
bid to prompt more CD
Video (CDV) comittmem
from European record
companies.

Confirming that a

strong software base is "es -

Launches CDV Player
sential" for the success of
the system, Pioneer Manag-
ing Director Stungo Minato
says that the player, the
CLD 1200, will be in the
shops in the UK, Germany,
Holland, Belgium, France
and Switzerland, "irrespec-
tive of Philips' plans."

He adds that Pioneer is

ready to take a risk and back
the player for the next three
to four years. However, he
says, "We believe the mar-
ket (in Europe) is ready for
the player."

Around 3.000 Pioneer
players, priced at 0579, will
be shipped in the UK with
slightly lower numbers in

the other territories.
With the much -delayed

Philips CD 475 player now
confirmed for the autumn
and the first CDV disc
minuses from PolyGram
due in September and Oc-
tober, the CDV picture is
becoming clearer.
More next week.E
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Paris - The new Bercy Sport
Stadium was the location for the
start of Princes current world
tour which kicked off on July 8,
just one year after his last visit to
Europe. Arriving on the round
central stage in an American car,
the superstar went on to play over
30 songs to the 17.000 crowd in a
three-hour performance.

The concert featured a mega -
medley of Prince's top hits as well
as most of the recent Lovesexy
LP, a one-time no.1 in the Euro-
pean Top 100 Albums. He also
performed some numbers from
the unreleased Black album.

After the show, a crowd of 500
or so were lucky enough to see
the artist at a small local disco,
La Bain -Douche, where Prince
jammed and grooved for another

The Prince of Paris
by Gerard Stem

90 minutes.
For those who cannot get to

any of the 28 concerts on Princes
current European tour, 'Sign Of

The Times', a film of last year's
tour has just been released in Bu-
mps following its massive suc-
cess in the US.

Major Takeover By TVS
London - In a major coup, the
UK independent TV company
TVS has bought the American
MTM film and television compa-
ny. The f 190 million purchase
makes TVS the biggest commer-
cial television production outfit
in the UK.

In order to finance -the MTM
deal, TVS has brought in the very
successful French subscription
channel Canal Plus, and the
French media company General
D'Images. Canal Plus a d Ge -

al are, as partners, contributing
about f 58 million to the pur-
chase, giving each a 10% stake in
the new company, TVS
Entertainment.

According to an official an-
nouncement issued jointly by
Canal Plus and General
D'Images, the Franco -Anglo-
American partnership will open
up the possibility of "laying the
foundations of one of the most
ambitious multinational audi-
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products conceived from the very
beginning for the international
market".

The French connection is not
TVS' first flirtation with the Con-
tinent. lust over 18 months ago.
TVS bought the MIDEM organi-
sation. TVS was also an unsuc-
cessful bidder for the privatised
national French TV station TFI.

A key motive for the acquisi-
tion of MTM is the back cata-
logue of American television coo-.ms1d St

Blues' and 'St Elsewhere.

CBS Celebrates

Tokyo - The CBS/Sony Group
Inc. celebrates its 20th anniver-
sary this month (July 24) with a
spectacular eight -hour concert at
a new venue here.

The star CBS artist line-up in-
cludes Billy Joel, Art Garfunkel,
Boz Scaggs and The Hooters.
The concert marks Garfunkel's
first solo appearance in Japan.
where his Lefty LP is currently in
the top 10. The concert is promot-
ed by Udo Artists and sponsored
aby.itinrci:oBfre4owooerioesi., exApc,,caziit
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RadioVision International
is proud to be involved in

worldwide television, home video
and radio broadcast.

RADIO VISION
Sound You See

Los Asosi_ss, 213-46S-S7S0
Losoom. 01-9.93-04.3.9
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Douglas Hurts
speech at London's
Radio Academy Festi-
val must surely be
classed as the anti-
climax of the event. I
doubt that many of the
delegates expected hint
to say anything new,
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self with his wishys
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Hurd Warns Pirates
by Cathy Inglis

London - The UK government is
to crack down on pirate radios
and is seriously considering dis-
qualifying offending stations

from being granted a broadcast-
ing licence when disco am issued
by the new Radio Authority.

Speaking to over 300

delegates at this year's Radio
Academy Festival, Home Secre-
tary Douglas Hurd also an-

nounced that the Bill to legalise
community radios is likely to be
postponed until l990.

The growth in pirate stations
has been increasing due to frus-
tration at this delay in introducing
community radios. Last year the
Department Of Trade & Industry
made 195 raids on pirates, 161 of
them in London. One station was
recently fined £ 14.000. An extra
£ 400.000 has now been enacted
in surveillance equipment.

Hurd also confirmed that a
broadcasting bill on radio would

not appear this autumn. He could
not say when this can now be
expected.

More on this year's Radio Fes-
tival in Radio Rap, page 4.

Needletime Confrontation
Expected
Commercial radio stations repre-
sented by the Association Of In-
dependent Radio Contractors
(AIRC) and the rights society
PPL am due fora confrontation

A Ride In The Come." - 11 top Amens -an arts had something id'a busman,
holiday ;dale in the UK. Some of the min wham part in the Route 88 New
Country Musk Natoli !ravelled on a no, 08 Ina rothe US embassy where a
reception was held in their honour

later this month. A meeting be-
tween the two bodies could deter-
mine whether them is any possi-
ble basis for negotiation between
commercial radio and the record
industry before the outcome of
the Monopolies & Merger Com-
mission investigation into PPL
needletime arrangements.

"What we am seeking is a
removal of the ability to restrict
needletime and an improvement
in the ability to negotiate the
rights paid," said Jimmy Gordon,
Chairman of the AIRC Copyright
Committee.

Speaking at the Radio Fes-
tival, Gordon agreed with PPL
Chairman and Chief Executive
John Brooks, who said the two
sides could work together in the
future. Gordon went further, by
saying that he could see a lime in
which the radio companies and
the record industry could be
allies.

Banking On Capital
Bros, Wel Wet Wet, T'Pau, Sim-
ple Minds and David Bowie are
among the major acts heading a
13 -week National Westminster
Bank 'Live Action' concert series
produced by London's Capital
Radio.

The programmes nm also
broadcast by 23 other common -
eta' stations. Over E 500.000 hue

been invested in the programmes
which is presented by Dl Johnny
Walker. The series has been con-
ceived and designed by Capital
and Music Plan, the specialist
music agency retained by the Nat-
West Bank. Sales to the rest of the
independent radio network am
being handled by Piccadilly
Productions.

GUIEMEELEIZIMI
UK. Radio Airplay Report
Most played records in England
during the week of publication on
the following stations BBC I, BBC
2, Capital Radio, Radio London
and she major independents.
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Reading Rocks
Mom names have been added to
the annual Reading Festival line-
up. These include Iggy Pop, The
Ramones, Starship, Meatloaf,
Gene Loves Jezebel, Uriah Heep,
Squeeze, Hothouse Flowers,
Deacon Blue, John Hiatt and The
Smithereens. The three-day event
takes place at the end of
August.

Radio Radio Delays
Satellite Launch
London - The satellite launch of
Radio Radio, Virgin's night-time
satellite service for independent
radio (IR), was postponed until
July 18 due to technical reasons.

The first five stations commit-
ted to taking the service were fed
by a landline but Managing
Director Rob Jones was confident
that the July 18 deadline would be
reached.

Chris Cary's rival service,
Radio Nova is also offering night
programming to IR stations and
claims to be the first commercial
radio to be distributed by satellite
in the UK. It is currently being
taken by Northsound Radio in
Aberdeen, and by Radio Nova in
Paris, Radio Saga in Nantes, and
Milan's Radio Azure Novara.

At a session on Satellite Radio
at this year's Radio Academy Fes-
tival, Cary said he welcomed the
competition for night-time
programming..

De Burgh Tour
London - Chris De Burgh, al-
ready on US radio with his theme
to 'Arthur 2', has announced
plans for a 1988/89 world tour
which will begin in the UK on
November I. De Burgh will play
22 UK shows between then and

December 3
De Burgh is currently at the

Powerplay Studios in Switzerland
recording a new album which is
due at the end of September. The
producer is Paul Hardiman who
worked with De Burgh on the
double platinum LP Into The

Light.

Talent Needs
Direction
London -With an average invest-
ment of £ 250.000 for each new
signing, major labels need to look
for acts that know exactly which
direction they are going in, ac-
cording to CBS A&R supremo
Muff Winwood, speaking at the
first Mom News A&R Confer-
ence held hem recently.

The all -day seminar, chaired
by Tun Blackmore, attracted
some 70 delegates to hear leading
A&R executives, producers and
publishers discuss their roles in
talent acquisition and develop-
ment. Topics discussed ranged
from recording budgets and the
importance of communication
between A&R men, artists and
producers. The re-emergence of
songwriters was also stressed.
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CNCL To Be Replaced
by Akre, Dunlap Smith

Paris - As widely expected, the
days of France's media regulatory
body, the National Commission
For Communication & Freedom
(CNCL) are numbered. Minister
Of Culture Jack Lang and
Ministerial Delegate For Com-
munications Catherine Tasca

have appointed a seven -member
panel to design a replacement for
the CNCL.

The CNCL, a government
agency, has been plagued by
scandals in the past year and La-
m says the role of the newly ap-
pointed panel is "to restore the
credibility of the audiovisual
regulatory body."

The panel will spend the sum-
mer studying ways to improve
upon the CNCL's charter with a

view to creating a replacement
organisation called the Audi-
ovisual High Council (CSA). Its
recommendations are expected in
the autumn. Until then, the
CNCL continues.

The 'seven experts', as they
are called, come from the fields
of communications and law.

Among them are a former State
Secretary Of Culture, a retired
head of TV station Antenne 2,
and a lawyer on the Council For
Human Rights.

The group of five men and
two women, which has an aver-
age age of 64, has already been
criticised for its lack of represen-
tation from the contemporary au-
diovisual scene.

More Music On M6
Paris - 'Pump up the volume' is
the order of the summer for M6
which is increasing its music
programming to almost eight
hours a day. The TV channel has
scheduled various new shows and
will show more music videos.

New morning shows are 'Ma -
tin Chaud' and Plein Les Baf-
fles'. Starting at 07.00 hours, 'Ma -
tin Chaud' wakes up its audience
with a gentle mix of soft music,
news and a horoscope. At 09.00
hours, 'Plein Les Baffles' takes
over for an hour with a more up-
beat music -game format that in-
vites viewers to vote by phone for
their favourite artists.

In the afternoon from 15.00 to
18.00 hours there is `Faites-Moi
6' with video clips, competitions,
viewers' requests, and a special

section devoted to discoverint
new French talent.

Mb's accent on music
responds to the increased demanc
for more music on TV in the sum-
mer. "Kids are on vacation and
they spend more time watching
Tr says M6 spokesmwoman
Marie -Catherine Levrault. The
total number of hours per week
devoted to music on M6 has risen
to 54.5, more than doubling last
summer's figure.

Although M6's more music
programming will be cut down
after the summer, two new regu-
lar music shows are planned.

A2 & M6 Gain Viewers
by Cathy Inglis

Pads - State TV channdl Antenne
2 (A2) and private station M6
have made considerable gains in
the latest ratings published by
official survey body Medi-
ametrie. The Bouygum-owned
channel TFI is still the most
watched channel, but it has been
losing viewers since April.

TFl picked up 57.7% of cu-
mulated viewers (the number of
people having watched the chan-
nel at least once on a given day)
last month, compared to 58.5%
in the month before. A2 has
moved up to 51.1% from 48% and
M6 is now at 8.2%, up from

6.8%.
The three remaining chan-

nels, state-owned FR3, subscrip-
tion TV Canal Plus and private
La Cinq all remain relatively stat-
ic with 26.9%, 8.2% and 18.4%
respectively.

Catherine Regnier, Head Of
Light Entertainment at M6 is
delighted with these encouraging
results. "We have been fighting
for nine months now and will
continue to do so. There will al-
ways be an important place for
music and this is what our chan-
nel provides."M

Top 10
Summer Songs

by Marc Maes

Programme Directors from
French, Swiss, Belgium and
Canadian state broadcasters have
compiled a list of 10 tracks which
will compete for the title of Best
French Language Song Of The
Summer. A1110 songs will be fea-
tured on the radio throughout
July.

The best song will be selected
by listeners who will phone in
their votes to their own national
radio station. The finale is sched-
uled to go on air from Paris,
Geneva, Brussels and Montreal
and will include a vote round -up.

RTL Success
Continues
Paris - RTL remains the most
listened to radio station in France
with 20.7% of cumulated au-
dience. It is also the only station
which shows a growth in its num-
ber of listeners.

France Inter comes second
with 15.5%, followed by Europe

1 with 13.6% and NRJ with
107%. The survey is conducted
evey two months by the official
poll body, Mediametrie.

In the breakdown of audience
shares (calculated from an aver-

age 15 minute span), RTL
dominates even more convincing-
ly with 23.6% of the audience,
followed by France Inter with
11.7%. NRI overtakes Europe 1
in this category; they pick up 11%
and 10.1% respectively.

Video Clip Awards
by Jacqueline Earott

Cannes - The video clip for
Guesch Patti's Let Be Must The
Queen was one of the award win-
ners at an international festival
for the advertising industry held
here recently.

The festival is primarily for
TV and cinema commercials but
includes a section for pop promo
clips. The Guesch Patti video
won the Silver Lion Award. It was
co -produced by the French com-
pany EMA For You and the TV
channel M6 and was directed by
Lydia Cattier.

The top prize,w The Golden
Lion, wasawarded jointly to

Black's Wonderful Life and Boy
George's To Be Reborn. The
Black video was produced by He-
len Langridge and directed by
Gerard De Thame. Jean -Baptiste
Mondino directed the Boy Ge-
orge clip which was produced by
UK's Limelight.

The clip for Squeeze's Hour-
glass, directed by Adrian Ed-
monson and produced by the Pro-
mo Palace in London, picked up
the Bronze Lion. A special prize
was awarded to Nina Simone's
My Baby Just Cams For Me, pro-
duced by Carrere TV and direct-
ed by Aadvark Animation 

Media Control Fran.
From the airplay hitparades provi-
ded by Medo Control France. For
rnore info please contact Media
Control France 29 Ble Tauter -

6I000 Strasbourg France - tel
(B8)366580
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