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Bertelsmann Profits Soar

by Neil Watson

Gutersloh - Bertelsmann,
the West German media
conglomerate  whose  in-
terests include BMG, has
announced an increase of
2% in net income at £ 113
million for the year ending
June 30,

Bertelsmann  attributed
most of the rise in profits to
a change in accounting
practices, but said the mus-
ic division was also an im-

portant factor. It reported a
£29 million profit against a
loss of £ 11 million in the
previous year.

BMG, whose artist
roster includes Rick Astley,
Whitney  Houston  and
Bruce Hornsby, picked up
seven Grammies in 1988
which was more than any
other company
For full details, see page
4N

The Sky’s The Limit - Phil Collins presses the butron to officially
launch Sky Radio in Holland.

France’s NR)
Aims For Euro
Expansion

by Cathy Inglis

Paris - France’s leading FM
network, NRJ, is negotiat-
ing with a network in Belgi-
um to provide a bilingual
French/Flemish service
throughout the country
NRI’s President, Jean-Paul
Baudecroux, is also hoping
to take over a commercial
station in Munich under an
NRJ franchise.

These are just two of
Baudecroux’s  ambitious
plans for European expan
sion. NRI s already
received in Belgium (Liege)
and Switzerland (Geneva
and Basle)

Baudecroux: I am also
interested in finding a suita-
ble network in Spain and we
are still talking to Virgin
Broadcasting in the UK and
Rete 103 in Italy for a joint
radio venture, though noth-
ing has come of it yet”

On the TV front,
Baudecroux is frustrated by
the stalemate  situation
which has plagued his
projected music channel,
TME. “After hearing all the
stupid things which have
been said about a music
channel I  sometimes
wonder if anything will ever
happen. We need the offi-
cial authorisation and we
are still waiting.”

However, Baudecroux is
hopeful of a development
after being approached by
Ttaly’s 24-hour music chan-
nel, VideoMusic - the new
owner of Super Channel.
“In 1987, VideoMusic made
USS$ 2 million and USS 5
million this year. That
proves they have a success
ful formula, whereas M6
lost Ffr 700 million in its se-
cond year. &

Private Spanish
TV To Start In ‘89

Madrid - The three private
TV channels planned for
Spain will be operational by
the end of next year, accord-
ing to Minister Of Commu-
nications, Jose  Barri-
onuevo.

After years of negotia-
tion, the government has
approved the technical plan
which involves terrestrial
distribution ~ under  the
guidance of a new body to
be established in January.

All applications for the
channels will have to be
submitted by March 1989

(acvertisement)

and the launch will take
place in three phases. The
three channels will begin by
broadcasting to Madrid and
Barcelona by the end of
1989, followed soon after,
by 10 other major cities
The second phase will
cover all towns with more
than 100000 inhabitants
and the final phase will
cover 80% of the country.
The law stipulates that
each channel should have
production facilities in both
Madrid and Barcelona. l

SKETCHES OF
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SEE PAGES 17-33
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European harmonisation are buzz
words at the momen but they don't
seem 10 apply 10 the owners of Su-
per Channel. There were definite-
ly signs of conflict between Italy’s
VideoMusic and UK-based Virgin
when Super gave its first official
press conference lasi week (see
page 5). VideoMusic's Pierluigi
Stefani claims Richard Branson *is
not willing 1o put a penny toward

Pan Euro

ea News

First Soviet Trade Fair

Moscow - Unofficially called the
MIDEM of the East bloc, the ci-
ty’s Orlionok Hotel was the venue
for the first ever Soviet Interna-
tional Exhibition & Fair earlier
this month. The four-day event is
further evidence of the loosening
of restrictions within the East
bloc’s music business.

The Fair emphasised that the

long-running separation between
the Soviet record company Melo-
diya and the export/import com-
pany Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga
has disappeared leaving both
sides free to act independently in
deals at an international level
On the agenda were items
such as licensing deals, custom
pressing and recording, music

video and exports. There were
concerts nightly in the Olympic
Sports Hall. The success of the
Fair means it is almost certain to
become an annual event, al-
though the next one may be held
in Tallin, capital of Estonia,
which is considered more a
sible for Western companies. ll

out Eur
ton. It includes more than
programmes and other
g videos from 14 European councries.

Ema
Orinoco Flow  Hxen

| VIDEO HITS

| ArtOf Noise & Tom Jones
K

Bertelsmann Enjoys Success

Gutersloh - Speaking at a recent
press conference, President of
Mark Woessner,

the of Super” and
has threatened to dilute Virgin's
45% stake unless Branson comes
‘with his share of the extra £ 10 mil-
lion capital investment announced
at the conference. At the centre of
the dispute is the money outsiand-
ing to Super’s three main con-
tractors: Music Box (£ 1.5 mil-
lion), West One and ITN (both
£2 million).
* * *
Andrew Lloyd Webber must
defend allcgations of plagiarism
of two numbers from his hit musi-
cal ‘Phantom Of The Opera’ in
London's High Court. Webber's
bid 1o get the case dismissed as
“frivolous” has failed. The un-
known songwriter John Brett
claims two songs he sent o Elaine
Puige were used in the musical
without his permission.
* *

‘0N’ is the working title of a BBC
TV music series planned for next
year. Featuring independent and in-
ternational product, the shows will
be produced by Brenda Kelly who
has worked on music television in
the US and is currently based at
London's Rough Trade Records.
*  x x

Congratulations to EMI Electrola
in West Germany who managed (o

said the company’s 72% rise in
net income (see front page) was
largely due to a change in ac-
counting practices. This means
that Bertelsmann wrote off about
£ 32 million in goodwill against
equity for the period.

Previously goodwill - which
is the difference between the ac-

quistion price of a company and
its assumed value - was written
off against profits, hence the
jump in income. The goodwill re-
lates to the 1986 purchase of
RCA/Ariola  and  Doubleday
books and amounts to £ 500 mil-
lion over 15 years.

But while the music division
enjoyed a successful year, the
electronic media section was less
prosperous. This section, which

includes  Bertelsmann’s  CD
manufacturing plant as well as its
share in the commercial German
TV channel RTL-Plus, reported a
loss of £ 13 million.

The loss was partly attributed
to a fall in the retail price of CDs.
However RTL-Plus, which has
collected start-up losses of £ 61
million, is expected to break even
by the middle of 1989. 1

The Product Managers of EMI Music Europe met in Madrid recently to discuss

Elecirola.

priority releases by continental European artists. EMI Hispavox artist Alaska
(from Alaska Y Dinarama) is pictured with Lothar Meinerzhagen from EMI

By Cathy Inglis

A welcome escape from
format radio in Europe.
can ofien be found in
album 5

get the first
side, info on the other) right to the
1op of the charts. Marketed at half
the price of a normal single, Bobby
McFercin's Don't Worry Be Happy
has stayed at no. 1 for three weeks.
The next A-Single will be from
Cologne-based band BAP.
* * *

Rumours that the French army has
pulled out its 51% share in Aven-
ture FM have been confirmed by
the station's Director Bernard
Saussin. But Saussin says “this
won't change anything” A new
shareholder is expected to be an-
nounced shortly with the print pub-
Tisher Baynard Press hot favourite.

A.D.

shows which commat
considerable audience
loyalty. The criteria
dictating which tracks
are played is not bound
by charts and playlists
and the DJ usually en-
joys limitless freedom
of choice.

‘The prime consider-
ation of this type of
programmer is 0 reflect

Dominique Farran
says he listens o the
whole LP before choos-
ing the song which will

reveals the essence of
Background infor-
mation is a crucial part
of an LP/CD show.
Holland's TROS DJ
Wim Van Putten,
whose nine-year-old LP
show was renamed ‘The
CD Show’ in 1983,
gives lots of biographi-
cal details about the ar-
tists he plays. Van Put-
ten’s criterion is, he
says, “quality music”,
which ofien comes

the personality of the ‘best communicate with  from imports.

artist and give an im- his listeners. 1 try to Whereas Farran
pressionof the LPby ~avoid the obvious single  rarely plays more than
playing just two tracks  candidate - especially  one track from any LP,

(on average) from a
particular LP/CD. This
i no easy task!
France’s WRTL
Programme Dircctor

as | think that the
record companies’
selection is not always
right - and opt instead
for the song which best

Van Putten programmes
two or three “'so that
the listener can get a
real impression of the
CD and artist”. B

Fleetwood Mac
Tipped UK No.l

The Best Of Fleerwood Mac has
been tipped as the UK’s no. |
Christmas LP by The British As-
sociation Of Record Merchan-
disers (BARM). WEA shipped
over one million copies of the al-
bum last week and will run a
massive TV advertising cam-
paign in eight European countries.

Like EMI and PolyGram (see
M&M issue 47), WEA will con-
centrate mainly on promoting
compilation LPs for the Christ-
mas season. The Best Of Fleet-
wood Mac consists of 17 songs,
including two new recordings -
As Long As You Follow, which is
the current single, and No Ques-
tions Asked. A special cartoon
spot will support the TV campaign

Similar campaigns will back
Chris Rea's New Light Through
Old Windows and Paul Simon’s
Negortiations And Love Songs.

At CBS, the only real Christ-
mas item is Alexander O’Neal’s A
Gift For You, produced by Jam &
Lewis. Also, the B-side of Bros’
new single, Car Amongst The
Pigeons, features a version of Si-
lent Night

BMG's strongest release for
the festive season is Rick Astley’s
second LP, Hold Me In Your
Arms, including the current sin-
gle Take Me To Your Heart.®
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EUROCLIPS

‘The most aired music video clips through-
n the week prior to publica-

50 video-tv

o shows partly us-

Pan Euro

ea News

Music Will Provide Super Channel Base

Rome - Music will be the base of
the new look Super Channel and
will account for one third of
programming. But the channel
will promote itself as a general
entertainment service.

Super Channel is aiming for
an audience in the 25-40 age
group and will broadcast initially
in English, German and Dutch.
French will be added later.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence last week, business consul-
tant Tim Newman said: “There
are many problems for a pan-
European channel. One of these
is broadcasting from the UK with
an English mentality. Scandina-
via and West Germany have the
most viewers so there will be
some emphasis on their interests
when new programming starts on
January 1, 1989

by David Stansfield

Music programming will in-
clude music-related news and
special programmes as well as
video clips. Named shows so far
are VideoMusic's live program-

We hope so.”

Meanwhile Super’s newly ap-
pointed General Manager Paul
Kempton regards competition as
healthy. “It will help stimulate a

Ei )

me ‘Hotline' and its co-prod
tion ‘Rapido’. Super Channel,
which is now owned by Italy’s
VideoMusic, will broadcast the
Nelson Mandela Human Rights
Concert on Christmas day.
Super Channels’ President
Marialina Marcucci says she sees
the service as comnlementary
and not competitive to other
channels. And she said she did
not consider Richard Branson’s
proposal to launch a 24-hour
music channel on British Satellite
Broadcasting (see page 6) as a
threat. I think that we too will be
involved in many other channels,
like Branson’s BSB, in the future.

| WELL AIRE

The Christians
HarvestFor The Word Airar Anmairs
| Bobby McFerrin
| Don't Worry Be Happy- Co P
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Small World - Eptas e
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Wee Rle s Pdcions
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| Travelng Wiburys- Lineigc
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Duran Duran
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| Pet Shop Boys
Dorino Dancing - Pt
Coldcut & Jr Reid
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Night Of The Guitars

by Sally
London - A line-up of interna-
tionally renowned musicians are
taking part in this week’s Night
Of The Guitars concert at the
Hammersmith Odeon (Novem-
ber 26). The event is being shown
on televisions around the world.
The event is organised by
Miles Copeland’s instrumental
rock label No Speak and Ernest
Samuel’s London-based Great
Television Company. Artists in-
volved include Steve Howe, Al-
vin Lee, Peter Haycock, Randy
California, Robbie Krieger, Les-

Stratcon
lie West and Steve Hunter.

The two-and-a-half hour con-
cert will be broadcast live by
satellite to MTV in the US, to the
USSR, France, Germany, Japan
and Brazil. MTV Europe and sta-
tions in Italy, Spain and the UK
are expected to air the show in
December.

The show is produced by
Copeland: “We are particularly
excited about this broadcast be-
cause No Speak is all about rock,
and the best way to enjoy rock
is live"®

Music Channel For ASTRA?

by Jon

Cable Juke Box, the music video
channel owned by UK-based
W.H. Smith Television, may pro-
vide the evening and night-time
programming on one of W.H.
Smith Television's two ASTRA
transponders.

The company recently con-
tracted two channels on the
16-channel ASTRA satellite, due
to begin transmitting in February
1989, for its Screensport and
Lifestyle stations. And now Ca-
ble Juke Box Director David
Stewart says he is “certainly con-
sidering broadcasting Cable Juke
Box outside daytime hours as a
substantial part of the Lifestyle

Henley

channel”.

Cable Juke Box has been
available for a year in the UK. On
two of the three UK cable net-
works that carry it, the channel is
interactive: viewers can choose
the clips they want to see by using
a coding system that links their
TV remote controls to the video
bank at the network centre.
Videos are then queued up as in a
standard juke box.

Stewart says this will not be
possible via satellite, but adds
that Cable Juke Box on ASTRA
would continue its current format
of back-to-back videos without
presenters. ll

p: P mar-
ket,” he said. And he added that
BSB’s high-powered satellite is

aimed specifically at the UK.

VIDEEENEWS

Brilliant Shining

Limelight directors Eden Diebel
and Howard Myers recently
wrapped up the video to Brilliant
Shining by CBS-signed Skin
Games. The promo shows the
band performing with some black
and white footage inserted

Swedish band Style have gone
for Limelight too, hoping to get
international exposure with their
clip. Director Simon West shot
the band performing in an empty
warehouse *

Style look for international exposure

M-Ocean is on the top of this
week’s Euroclips with their taste-
ful video to Enya's Orinoco
Flow. Martin Brierley and Steve
Lowe, together forming the Mo-
lotov Brothers, might actually
take over from M-Ocean next
week, as their clip to Art Of
Noise’s Kiss shoots to the top of
this week’s video hits &

Vivid's Andy Morahan has
just completed the promo to Na-
than Jones, the new Bananara-
ma single. Warren Hewlett
produced and the clip was shot at
the Southbank studios (in Lon-
don). PolyGram Music Video has
just released a longform on the
popular trio containing hits like /
Heard A Rumour; I Can't Help It
(both directed by Andy Morahan
as well) and Really Saying Some-
thing (directed by Neil Thomp-
son, AWGO) %
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BPI Blames Radio
Capital For Loss

Performance income from broad-
casting was lower than it should
have been in 1987, says the British
Phonographic Industry (BPI) in
its latest annual report

The BPI blames the shortfall
on “a continuing dispute” with
London’s private station Capital
Radio “which led to the non-
payment of performance fees”.
The industry body says that for
many record companies these
fees have become a vital part of
total income. Revenue of just over
£ 13 million from this source in
1987 “was the equivalent of

almost half of the total pre-tax
profit earned by all record com-
panies from UK trading oper-
ations”.

And the BPI points out that
the cost of recorded music is sub-
stantially cheaper than other
forms of programming in both ra-
dio and television. But perfor-
mance income generally is ex-
pected to increase over the next
few years “as further advantage is
taken of ‘technological develop-
ments in broadcasting and other
public performance areas”.

SRR TR S EF A T P TR
Don Airey - The Concept Of K2

by Sally Stratton

K2 is viewed by most moun-
taineers as the ultimate challenge.
For keyboard player Don Airey,
the remote Himalayan peak be-
came a musical challenge. It has
provided the inspiration for his
concept album K2 - Tales Of Tri-
umph And Tragedy.

I am hoping the music will
convey the mystery of the place,”
says Airey. I have tried to make
it symbolic, but people can inter-
pret it in their own way. It started
life as an instrumental album, not
exactly new age, but then as I
researched it and met Jim Curran
(climber and photographer on the
tragic 1986 expedition), I became
obsessed and started writing
songs for it.” One of those songs,
Julie (If You Leave Me), is the
first single from the album with
vocals by Colin Blunstone.

Airey’s meeting with Curran
early in 1987 proved the catalyst
for the project which was com-
pleted at London's Sarm studios
this summer. Other musicians in-
volved include singer Chris
Thompson, guitarist Gary Moore
and drummer Cozy Powell. Airey
has a 15-year career in music in-
cluding membership of bands
like Rainbow and Colosseum II.
and stints as a session musician
for names from Whitesnake to the
London Symphony Orchestra.

For his record company
MCA, the K2 album is a natural
successor to last year's highly
successful LP from Jan Hammer.

“With this being a keyboard-
based album, I was again looking
initially at the European market,”
says MCA's Vice-President Stuart
Watson. “But it also has world-
wide appeal - we are not in any
way trying to pigeonhole it.”
The response from interna-
tional markets has already been
encouraging. From heavy metal
magazines to national papers and
from mountaineering publica-
tions to specialist CD radio

¥

shows, the media are reflecting
the particular appeal of Airey’s
work. Promotional copies of the
record were sent out with a
detailed press kit and a 45-minute
promotional video. “It is vital,”
says Watson, “to create an aware-
ness of the theme and concept be-
hind the album before it even
reaches the turntable.” B

& RELAND

Virgin To Bid For
BSB Channel

by Neil Watson

London - Richard Branson's
Virgin Group intends to make a
bid to operate a round-the-clock
music channel on one of the
two extra British Satellite Broad-
casting (BSB) channels which the
UK government plans to put up
for tender.

A spokesman for Virgin,
which is a shareholder in BSB,
says: “We believe that our music
channel will be complementary
to the music programming al-
ready planned for BSB's Galaxy
channel. And we might consider
including  specialist ~ music
programming, such as classical
music.”

Virgin has not yet decided if
its application for the channel

will be submitted in partnership
with others, but it has had discus-
sions with several parties.

The UK government an-
nounced its plans to put the two
channels up for tender in its
broadcasting policy paper pub-
lished last week. The detailed
structure of the licences to be
granted, such as whether they
will extend to 24-hour broad-
casting, will be determined in
January.

Noel Gay Associates recently
won the commission to supply
music and entertainment pro-
grams to BSB’s Galaxy channel.
All BSB channels will be broad-
cast in D-MAC and in digital
stereo.l

No Limit On

In future there will be no restric-
tion on the amount of needletime
radio stations may use. The deci-
sion to “de-limit” needletime is
the main feature of a new agree-
ment awaiting final ratification
between independent local radio
(ILR) and needletime body PPL.

John Brooks, Chairman of
PPL: “Iam treating this purely as
an experiment. It is giving the
stations time to experiment with

Needletime

formats and needletime. In a
year's time we will sit down and
look at it again.”

Brooks revealed that, as
predicted in Music & Media, a
one-year agreement had also
been signed with the BBC, back-
dated to June. Both the ILR and
BBC agreeements are understood
to be on similar terms to the exist-
ing ones. M

UK & RELAND

Radio Five Unveiled

London - Radio Five is the new
name of the station to be launched
next summer by Luxembourg-
based commercial station RTL
and Irish state broadcaster RTE.
Until now the station, which
will be broadcast to the UK from
Dublin, has been known as Radio
Tara.

The name change was an-

daytime station will link with
RTL's 208 service. Travis Baxter,
Station Manager: “There is a
clear demand for our new serv-
ice, both from advertisers and
listeners; it is a demand we are
going to satisfy.” A 600 kKW trans-
mitter, from the US, will power
the new music station. B

EMVI’s House Of Wax

London - The story of EMI,
which started out 100 years ago as
the Gramophone Company, is
marked this month by two one-
hour specials on BBC Radio 1.
The programmes are narrated by
Cliff Richard who has been mak-
ing hits for the company for the
past 30 years.

Titled *The House Of Wax,' a

term used by George Harrison to
describe  EMI's  Manchester
Square offices, the shows go out
on Roger Scott's ‘Saturday Se-
quence’ slot. The first covers
the period up to the arrival of
the Beatles and the Merseybeat
explosion and the second brings
in more recent big names such
as Kate Bush, Tina Turner, the
Pet Shop Boys and several top

nounced at a press conference in
London last week. Maurice Vass,
Chairman RTL Media Services:
“We are about to enjoy the next
significant chapter in Britain’s ra-
dio history.”

Radio Five will broadcast
daily until 19.00 hours when the

Sigue Sigue Are Back

Sigue Sigue Sputnik are back
with a new single, Success, pro-
duced by Stock, Aitken & Water-
man. In 1986 their debut single
Love Missile FI-II, produced by
Giorgio Moroder, caused quite a
commotion but not much has

been heard of them since. Front-
ed by former Generation X mem-
ber Tony James, the band say they
are interested in “ultra-violence,
video nasties, affluence, rockets
and home computers”™. @

producers.

‘Written by EMI Music Public
Relations Director Brian Southall
and put together by independent
producer Tony Hale, the two
shows will also be broadcast
around the world on the BBC's
World Service.l

Future Of
Radio

The Northern Ireland branch of
the UK Radio Academy and Irish
state broadcaster RTE are hosting
a two-day conference in Dun
Laoghaire on the future of public
service radio.

The event (December 1-2)
will include contributions from
Ray Burke, Irish Communica-
tions Minister, Neal Fraser, Head
Of BBC Radio Scotland, Peter
Baldwin, Independent Broad-
casting Authority’s (IBA) Direc-
tor of Radio and the Radio Acade-
my’s Tim Blackmore. The agenda
features seminars on the future of

Radio Radio
Rumours

Virgin's night-time service Radio
Radio will not be signing Simon
Bates from BBC Radio | after all.
One of the chief shareholders of
Radio Radio has confirmed that
Bates had made the first ap-
proach, but, “he also wanted £
150.000 a year™

This news comes as rumours
of significant changes in Radio
Radio’s shareholding and organi-
sation are under discussion.
These include moving the pro-
duction from its existing base at
the Services Sound & Vision
Corporation to Molinare.

Virgin may also widen the
ownership of Radio Radio among
independent local radio stations,
prior to expanding the service to
meet the rapid growth in radio

over the next few years. B

APRS Exhibition

The UK's Association Of Profes-
sional Recording Studios (APRS)
is holding its 22nd annual exhibi-
tion for the recording industry in
London from June 7-9. The dates
of this year's event, APRS 89,
have been moved to avoid a clash
with the Montreux TV festival
and organisers now expect more
than 5.000 visitors.

BREAKOUTS
National hics bound to explode
Chris DeBurgh
| Missing You (A&M)

| Iron Maiden

The Chirvoyant (EM))

Banarama

Nathan Jones (London)
| Sigue Sigue Sputnik
| Sccss (Pakphone) -
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and public service
radio in Ireland, Radio Tara,
regulation, cable and satellite ra-
dio and funding issues.l

Lloyd Webber
Radio Bid

London - Andrew Lloyd Webber
has announced plans to launch
his own radio station, Classic
FM. His company, the Really
Useful Group (RUG), is to bid for
one of the 20 new community sta-
tions to be licensed by the In-
dependent Broadcasting Authori-
ty in the spring. RUG sees the
station as being on similar lines to
BBC'’s Radio 3.

Unlike the new national sta-
tions proposed in the govern-
ment’s recent document, the
community licences will not be
issued via competitive tender
but on grounds of “local rele-
vance and suitability for the com-
munity”.l

PLAYLIST REPORT

UK. Radio Airplay
Most played records in England du-

More FM
Coverage
For Radio |

BBC Radio | is extending its FM
stereo service to cover Northern
Ireland and Oxfordshire. The
new transmitters were switched
on during a simultaneous radio
broadcast of BBC TV’s ‘Top Of
The Pops’ on November 24. The
launch was supported by outside

i Michael - K A Foo
17. Art Of Noise & T Jones -xi:
18 Girl - Waiting For A Surt

20, Mica Paris -Brease Ufe o Me
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with Simon Mayo in
Belfast and Simon Bates in
Oxford

The new transmitters will add
a potential - one million extra
listeners. This increases Radio 1's
stereo coverage to about 65-70%

of the UK population. ®

R O C K

O V E R

L ONDON

Globe Theatre,Shaftesbury Avenue,London WI, tel 1-4944513

Following months of speculation,
Echo & The Bunnymen “cele-
brate” their 10th anniversary by ad-
mitting that lan McCulloch has left
the band to pursue a solo career. The
remaining three members are about
10 start auditioning for a new singer
but it seems unlikely they will con-
tinue (o use the Bunnymen name.
New material is expected from both
camps next year.

It is good to see UK students
have their fingers on the pulse of
new rock...the results of a recent
campus radio poll revealed that
Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody is
their favourite single of all time!
Pink Floyd's The Wall comes top of
the album list and Phil Collins wins
double honours as best male singer
with Genesis being voted as best
group. Exciting, T

Marillion release Fish farewell LP
Marillion’s  farewell  release
with lead singer Fish, the double
live album The Thieving Magpie,
ccomes out on November 28 and is
pleceded by the single release of
ive rendition of the song.

wu previously the B-side of
their 1985 hit Lavender. It will only .
feature on the CD and cassette ver-
sions of the double set. A live Kay-
leigh is on the B-side of the single.
Fish expects to release his solo al-
bum next June and then play his old
haunts, the summer festivals. He has

also written some of his famous lyr-
ics for Irish group, Clannad.

Fresh rumours this week that
Morrissey's former Smiths col-
leagues Andy Rourke, Mike Joyce
and Craig Gannon may get back
together with him for Morrissey's
next solo album. Word has it that
Morrisey has also been working on
new ideas with his Viva Hate col-
laborator  Stephen  Street and
guitarist Vini Reilly.

UK Smiths collectors will have a
chance (o buy the US compilation
Louder Than Bombs at a fair price
when Rough Trade releases it here at
the end of this month at the same
time as its next four Smiths CD sin-
gles reach the shops.

Siouxsie & The Banshees have
announced a series of December
dates to follw/ np |hmr current

American concerts. We must also
add a well-done to the group for fi-
nally making their first US chart ap-
pearance with Peck-A-Boo after 10
years of success in the UK.

Prefab Sprout’s song with
Stevie Wonder on  harmonica,
Nightingales, is their new.single.
The 12" and CD versionsar back:
ed with three tracks they cal
Demo_ Tapes which it
Sprout songuriing and recording
process.
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