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ABOVE: A meeting between two famous musical stars. This historic picture

ABOVE: One of the musical hlgh:po(s of the new * Benny Goodman Story.”
was taken during David Whitfield’s recent visit 0 America—just after his last

which has its first Press showing in New York next week. In this scene from the
appearance ou the Ed. Sullivan “ Toast of the Town ” TV show in New York, film, Steve Allen (as Benny Goodman) plays clarinet, with Lionel Hampton on
where he teamed up with the fabulous American pianist Liberace. This group ‘N : vibes. The other jazz stars in this sequence are pianist Teddy Wilson and drommer
shows (I. to r.): Reg Warburton, David’s MD and saccompanist 3 Liberace’s ; Gene Krupa. LEFT: Frank Sinatra and Debbie Reynolds as they appear
brother George—seen each week in the pianist’s ITV shows here ; David i - 4 together in the new MGM film, *The Tender Trap,” which had its Loadon

Whitfield and Liberace, - " - premiere in a midnight matinee on Wednesday.

These Singing Stars will be appearing in pantomime this Christmas

ALMA COGAN JIMMY YOUNG EVE BOoSwELL DICKIE VALENTINE JOAN REGAN

(Chiswick Empire) (Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton) (Dudley Hippodrome) {(Theatre Royal, Newcastle) (Liverpool Empire)

ORCH I'ISTRATION S

Recorded by :
Alma Cogan (HMV); Suzi Miller (Decea); Rosemary Clooney (Fhilips); Children’s Cowhoy Cholr (Brunswick)

AND WATCH OUT FOR A SMASH !!

AN OLD BEER BOTTLE

| BLUEBIRD MUSIC CO., 23 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2  TEMple Bar 6972

OVE and
ARRIAG

(A BARTON MUSIC CO. LTD., PUBLICATION)
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Are we becoming q X

[S this country losing its ‘origin-

ality as far as popular music is
concerned ? This question, which
perhaps explains the recent con-
troversy on record-copying, comes
from BERNARD GLANVILLE,
of Rocklands Drive, Stanmore,
Middlesex :

To my mind, Britain will always
Jag behind America in the musical
world if it continues in its present
vein of being a nation of arrangers
rather than composers.

Naturally, if we go on presenting
arrangements of American composi-
tions, this means second-hand, not
original music.

Methods of arrangement leads me
to my second point. Why can’t Ted
Heath (the top large band, according
to the NME Poll) try something new
instead of murdering such well-
known classics as Rossini’s * Barber
Of Seville ” and Trenet’s ** La Mer **?

Both these tunes were written to
convey an atmosphere, cspecially
“La Mer.” So what does he think

be has achieved by arranging them to
suit his modern dance band? In my

fan club question has
brooght many replies from
readers who run them. or belong
' to them. Mrs, D. L writes
from Dale Street, Burton-on-
Trent :

John Waterfield is quite wrong
in saying that to get a picture
of a star one must join a fan club.
My experience is that if he waits
outside the stage door with the
rest of the fans, he will get a free
autographed picture of any star
who happens to be appearing
there.

VIOLET WOOD writes from
Swanland Terrace, New Row,
Morpeth :

Autograph books had their day!
I have one and it is worth its
weight in gcold to me. I am in
several fan clubs, but all the
signatures are not by the stars
whose clubs I'm in,

I was recently backstage, and
the artist was complaining about
how many phetos he had given
out that week. I was nearly
afraid to ask for one! But I go
nearly every week, whether I'm
in the club or not, and have never
been refused.

Perhaps Sheila Green doesn’t:
go the tight way about it.

STAN WORTHINGTON, of
Bridgwood Road, Blythe Bridge,
Stoke-on-Trent, has this to say
on the controversy : -

On the subject of obiaining
autographs, 1 feel that a certain
amount of sympathy must go to
the artist. g
thrilling to sign for the public
(some genuine fans, some auto-
graph hunters). .

But when you stop to think,
it must get very tiresome. Never-
theless, it’s hard luck on the
people who merely require an
autograph. Perhaps somecone will
get the bright idea of forming
an autograph agency !

John Waterfield asks what hap-
pens when the stars fade. That’s
It's when you find ou:
which are the genuine supporters
and which are not.

THE FAN CLUBS REPLY

7 il

nation of copyists?

opinion, it is definitely not an
improvement,

Their own style
BRIAN AYERS, of Bradmore

Street, Cambridge, writes:

One of your readers wrote last
week about Ambrose borrowing the
Sauter-Finegan sound. Well, he isn’t
the only one. One of Geraldo’s
recent -records, titled * The British
Grenadiers,” sounds to me very much
like Sauter-Finegan’s *‘ Doodletown
Fifers.”

It seems that if any band comes up
with a new sound, other bands are
bound to borrow it. A too obvious
example, of course, is Glenn Miller,
who has been copied. by many bands
on previous occasions,

Another new sound which seems
to be ocatching on these days is
Johnny Dankworth’s. I personally
think it’s about time some of these

[
[
! [
The latter will drift away with ¢
the current top star, whereas the ¢
genuine fans will stick to their ¢
star through thick and thin. [
JAMES KIMBLE writes from ¢
Elstow  Gardens, Dagenham, ¢
Essex : [
I would be the first to admit ¢
that some clubs are a ** business.” ¢
But we aren’t all tarred with the ¢
same brush. 1
In my own case, I started a ¢
fan club for Nat éonella as an ¢
expression of thanks to a great ¢
trumpet player and artist for the §
many hours of pleasure he has ¢
given me over 20 years. 4
What happens when a star ¢
fades? Genuine fans are still ¢
interested cven if the artist isn’t ¢
making front-page news. For in- ¢
stance, Nat E:sn't recorded for ¢
a few years, but we still have a ¢
healthy club, :
¢

[

[

[

[
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BETTY GRAY, of Palace Road,
Tulse Hill, S.W.2, writes for the
opposition :

I'm inclined to agree with John
Waterfield about fan clubs. I
wrote for details of 'a certain
star’s club, and was just sent
back a form asking such questions §
as * How many of his records?” $
I had. ¢

As it happens, I only have a ¢
few becausec I can’t ord any :

[
4

more, but I don't see what dif-
ference it should make.

Conducted by

CHARLES GOVEY

bands came up with styles of their
own.

Comets in harmony

Two replies to reader JAMES
TYNER, who recommended Bill
Haley as a singing group last week:

I agree with Mr. Tyner in his
preference of Bill Haley to the Star-
gazers. But the Comets would not
come under the group singers in a
poll.. They would surely count as a
small instrumental group. — (MAU-

RICE ISON, Haverfordwest, 8.
Wales). |
Mr. Tyner is talking through his

hat when he compares the Stargazers
with Bill Haley. The Comets do
not, and never have, sung in har-
mony, merely in unison. For real,
close-harmony singing, with a really
solid beat, listen to the Mills
Brothers singing ** Gumdrop.”—(N.
MILLER, Grange, Cardiff).

Unfair to Ronnie

A number of readers have leapt
to the defence of Ronnie Harris,
whose latest disc was reviewed by
Geoffrey Everitt last week:

I feel compelled to protest against
what I consider very unfair criti-
cism of Ronnie arris’s record,
* United * and ‘ Cabaret.”” To my
mind, this is one of the best records
Ronnie has made.

If your reviewer does not care for
Ronnie’s type of singing, it is surely
not right for him to spoil the enjoy-
ment of thousands of fans.—(CARO-
ENE) STEER, Solibull, Warwick-
snire).

I must say I think Mr. Everitt is
utterly incorrect in saying that
Ronnie sounds lazy and uninspired
on his latest disc. He is one of the
very few singers who sing straight
from their hearts.

You don't have to sing Ronnie’s
:Zpe of song with the same energy

at g certain so-called singer uses |

for “Such A Night"—(STELLA.
JACKSON, Thetford, Norfolk).

Irish " pollwinners

An Irdsh Talking Point comes
from BRENDAN McSHERRY, of
Balfour Street, Newtounards, Co.
Down:

I think congratulations are due to
the dear old Emerald Isle in doing

so well in the NME Poll. First, we
have Belfast girl Ruby Murray as
Best Female Solo Singing Star,

Then a Dublin lass, Rose Brennan,
wins the Female Dance Band Vocalist
section, with two other Irish girls,
Jackie Lee and Ottilie Patterson, also
well placed. Finally, Belfast-born
Michael Holliday was placed ninth
in another section.

Humph on Shaw

D. M. RUSSELL (secretary of the
Maple Jazz Club) writes from Shep-
herds Lane, Mapledurham, Oxon:

Although agreeing with .some of
Humphrey Lyttelton’s remarks on
the Artie Shaw book, I must refute
the comment that Shaw * only
skated on the surface of jazz.”

If Mr. Lyttelton had read the book
more carefully, he would have dis-
covered that Shaw explored pretty
thoroughly the whole field of jazz.
He was associated with, and admired
by, nmmany of the really great jazzmen.

I suggest that, unlike Mr. Lyitel-
ton, he rejected the coarse in jazz
and developed towards a musical
artistry which took him to the top
of a highly competitive profession.

Shaw got there by hard study and
practice with a background nearer to
the. jazz that Lyttelton champions
than our Humphrey has ever been.

Moreover, although Shaw had
plenty of publicity. he won his way
on merit, and. unlike our critic, he
used no Etonian gimmicks to give a
pseudo-dignity to a music that has
no nced of it. ]

Dickie's ‘Clown’

MARGARET HICKLIN, of Chel-
tenham Road, Choriton, Manchester,
writes ¢

Charles Hammond asks when we
are going to be able to buy Dickie
Valentine’s I Was The Clown That
Cried ” (last week’s Talking Point).

Welcome back to bandleader-vocalist Reggie Goff !

He has made a

good recovery from the fllness that kept him in hespital for many

weeks, and the NME photographer took this picture of him setting

off on a business trip In his car, preparatery to getting his band on
the road again,

The real title is * The Clown Who

Cried.”

1 wrote to Decca to see if they
would record it on 78. They replied
that they would bear it in mind. So
it looks as if we shall just have to
wait and see.

Ruby’s record

KENNETH HORNSEY writes
g.(;l;l St. John's Road, Walthamstow,

May I congratulate Ruby Murray
for her outstanding accomplishment
in remaining in the NME Best Sellers
for exactly 52 weeks.
 Her * Heartbeat ” entered at 15th
position on December 3, 1954; on
March 18, 1955, she bhad five songs

in the Top Twenty; and her latest.

appearance was on November 25,
with “I'll Come When You Cali”
at No. 14,

She nearly lost her place on July 1,
when her only song in the chart the
previous week, * Softly, Softly,” dis-
appeared. H’owcvcr, * Evermore "
chose that week to make its debut,
and Ruby stayed in the list. “ Softly,
Softly ” made a brief appearance the

SUNDAY
A.M, 7 Sunday Circus; 9.05 Fine Arts
Ecrifing Quartet; 9.30 Negro College
olr.

AFN HIGHLIGHTS

wood; 9.35 Casa Cartoca; 10 Sports
Nightcap;  10.05 America’s Popular
Music: 11.05 Late Request Show.

P.M. 12.30 Matinee from Berchtes-
gaden; 3.30 Songe by Dini; 4
Frank BSinatra; 4.30 Request Parade;
5.05 Gene Autry; 5.30 Our Miss Brooks;
6 Invitation to Europe; 6.30 Sunday
with Q@arroway; 7.05 People Are
Funny; 7.30 Best of All; 8 Rudy
Vallee; 8.30 Hollywood Radio Theatre;
9.25 Sports Night Cap; 11.05 Melody

SUNDAY

6 Glenn Miller Memories; 6.13
Ovaltineys Concert Party; 6.30 Primo
Scala; 6.45 Frankie Latne; 7 Empire
Show; 7.30 Dick James; 7.45 Winifred
Atwell Show; 8 Vera Lynn; 8.30
Take Your Pick; 9 Melody Caravan;
9.15 Movie Parade; 9.30 Get Wise;
10 Time for a Song; 10.30 Bing Sings;
10.45 Stanley Black; 11 Top Twenty
Midnight: Close down.

MONDAY

6 Monday Requests; 7 Spread Your

P P PP PP

FAN CLUB
Al enquiries : Ann Gay, 23 Albemarle Street, London, W.1

IRITTON

(s.a.e.)

THANK YO

BERT WEEDON and SIBNEY TORCH
For a Wonderful Recording of

Orchestrations printing

U

The B. F. WOOD Music Co. Ltd.,
‘Mills House,” Denmark St., London, W.C.2

RADIO LUXEMBOURG

FULL PROGRAMMES

208 Metres

7.30 Handful

7.15 Dan Dare;

Wings;
Of Stars; 8 Strike It Rich; 8.30 Ken
Mackintosh; 9 Frankle Vaughan; 9.30
John Dark; 9.45 Scrapbook Of Sorng; 10
Jack Jackson; 10.30 Around The Old
Plano; 10.45 Old Wine In New
Bottles; 11 Talking Points; 11.05 The
Bible Christlan Programme ; 11.15
Franok and Ernest; 11.30 The World
Tomorrow. Midnight: Close down.
TUESDAY

6 Tuesday’s Requests; 7 Penguin
Parade; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Joe Loss
and Orch; 7.45 Steve Larrabee; 8 Double
Your Money; 8.30 Frank Chacksfleld;
9 Joan Regan;-9.15 Your Song Parade;
9.30 John Dark; 9,45 Friends rand
Nelghbours; 10 Donald Peers; 10.30
Art Mooney and Orch.; 10.45 Eddie
Calvert; 11 Revival Time; 11.30 Oral
Roberts, Midnight: Close down.
WEDNESDAY

6 Wednesday’'s Requests; 7 Accordion
Time; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Senti-
mental Journey; 7.45 Parade Of Pops;
8 People Are Funny; 8.30 David Whit-
field Show; 9 Stargazers; 9.15 Treasure
Hunt; 9.30 Johm Dark; 9.45 Petula
Clark; 10 On The Brighter Side; 10.15
Eric Jupp and his Players; 10.30 Spin
With The Stars; 10.45 Late Night
Final; 11 Back To The Bible; 11,30 The

Hour Of Decision. Midnight: Close
dowan,

THURSDAY

6 Thursday’s Requests; 7 Billy's
Banjo Band; 97.15 Dan Dare; 7.30

Scrapbook Of Song; 7.45 Percy Faith
and Orch; 8 Smash Hits; 8.30 Tommy
Trinder; 9 Deep River Boys; 9.15 Your
Song Parade; 9.30 John Dark; 9.45
Friends and Neighbours; 10 Tune in to
Teddy; 10.30 Evening Star; 10.45 Mario
Lanza Sings; 11 Old-Fashioned Revival
Hour; Midnight Close down.
FRIDAY

6 Friday’s Requests; 7 Butlin's
Beaver Club; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30
Ronald Chesney; 7.45 Ray Ellington
Quartet; 8 Shilling A Second; 8.30 Ralph
Reader Parade; 9 Dickie Valentine; 9.30
John Dark; 9.45 Movie Parade; 10
Dreamtime; 10.15 Dave Brubeck At
Storyville; 10.30 Record Hop; 11 The
Voice of Prophecy; 11.30 The Twenty-
One Record Show; Midnight, Close
down.
SATURDAY

6 B8aturday’s Requests ;
Parade; 7.16 Amateur Football; 7.30
The Other Side Of The Record; 8
Richard Attenborough; 8.30 Follow Me
Around; @ Slm Whitman; 9.15 Eric
Jupp and Orch.; 9.30 Irish Requests;
10 Wally Peterson; 10.15 Bcottish
Requests; 11 Bringing Christ to the
Nations: 11.30 Jack Jackson; 12.30
a.m. Close down.

T Penguin

-

Go Round.
MONDAY

A.M, 5.05 Hillbllly Gasthaus: 6.15
Today's the Day; 6.30 Tips and Tunes;
7.05 Forward March; 7.15 Behind .the
Story; 8 Don McNeil; 8.25 Bing
Crosby; 8.30 Tennessee Ernie; 9.05
Merely Music; 10 My Son Jeep; 10.30
Noon Request Show; 11.55 Lecs Paul.

P.M. 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Strictly
From Dixle; 1 Outpost Concert; 2.05
Stickbuddy Jamboree; 2.30 Matinee;
3 Bavarian Holiday; 4 Requests; 5 Bob
Crosby; 6 Music in the Air; 7 News
World; 7.05 My Little Margie; 7.30
Arthur Godfrey; 8.30 Eddie Fisher; 9
The Whistler; 9.45 Blues For Monday;
10.05 7th Army Dance Band; 10.30 Cool
Castle; 11.05 Late Request Show.
TUESDAY

P.M. 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Little
Matinee; 1 Qutpost Concert; 2.05 Stick-
buddy Jamboree; 2.30 Matinee; 3 MIil-
tary Minstrei; 3.15 Piano Portraits}
3.30 Starr of Space; 4 Requests; §
Perry Como; 6 Music In The Alr; 7
News World; 7.05 House Of Glass; 7.30
What's My Line; 8.30 Music From
America; 10.05 Eddy Howard & Orch,;
11.05 Late Request Show.

WEDNESDAY
P.M, 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Strictly

from Dixie; 1 Operas of the World;
2.05 Stickbuddy Jambhoree: 2.30
Matinee; 3 Bavarian Holiday; 3.15
Behind the Bandstand; 4 Requests;
5 Bob Crosby:; 6 Music in the Air;
7.05 Truth or Conseguences; 7.30
Groucho Marx; 9.45 Dixieland; 10.30

Late  Request Show. 11.05 Late Re-

quest Show.
THURSDAY 1

P.M. 12 Martin Block; 2.05 Stick-
buddy Jamboree; 2.30 Matinee; 3
Milltary Minstrel; 3,15 Piano Portraits;
4 Requests; 5 Perry Como; 6 Music In
The Alr; 7 News World; 7.05 Two For
The Money; 7.30 Dragnet; 9 The
Chase; 10.05 Ray Pearl & Orch.; 10.30
Late Request Show; 11 News World;
11.05 Late Record Show,
FRIDAY

P.M. 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Strictly
From Dixie; 2.05 Stickbuddy Jamboree;
2.30 Matinee; 3 Bavarian Hollday;
3.15 In The Mood; 4 Requests;
5 Boh Crosby; 6 Music In The Air; 7
News World; 7.05 $64,000 Question;
8.30 Hawaif Calls; 9.45 Melodia; 10.05

Jerry Flelding & Orch.; 10.30 Jazz
International; 11 News World; 11.05
Late Request Show, |

SATURDAY I

AM. 5 News World; 5.05 Hilibilly
Hit Parade; 5.30 Morning Request
Show; 7.05 Peter Lind Hayes; 9.05
Merely Music; 10.30 Noon Request
Show.

P.M. 12 Cobhall Concert; 1 Satur-
day Salute To Musle; 4 Requests; 5
Pipeline; 5.30 Sports Journal; 5.45
Hymns For Christmas; 6 Music In The
Alr; 7 News World; 7.05 Grand Ole
Opry; 7.30 Records Parade Of Rits;
8.16 Science . Editor; 8.30 Baron And

The Bce; 8§ Music Views From Holly- |

WHO IS

JIMMY
UNKNOWN ?

following week, to see * Evermore "
soaring to the top.

‘Vintage Pops’

Last week’s lefter about the
* Vintage Pops” programme
this reply from WENDY GUTHRI
of Kingscroft Road, Leatherhead,
Sarrey :

I agree with reader A, T. Smith
that it’s pleasant to hear the old
tunes again. But, surely, we should
hear the recordings of those who
made the disc famous, whatever
nationality they may be.

For instance, we heard Ray Elling-
ton’s version of ‘*Feet Up.” But
it was Guy Mitchell who brought this
tune into the best selfers.

By all means let us hear a British
artist if he makes the recordin
popular, But let us hear the origin
Top Twenty number.

RECORDED by
RONNIE HILTON  ROBERT EARL
ROY-SMITH
DICK JAMES * McGUIRE SISTERS
KAY ARMEN < AL HIBBLER

B. Feldman & Co., Ltd.

ATTENTION ALL JAZZ FANS

0SCAR RABIN

Every Sunday is Jazz Night for the i
Lyceum Sunday Club Members, with

& HiS BAND

and weekly Guest Artistes
This Sunday, Dec. 11th the Guest is Sensational Drummaer,

TONY KINSEY

Sunday, December 18th — TOMMY WHITTLE

VOCAL DIRECTORY

THE & % % % %

| KEYNOTES

THE *

STARGAZERS

Frankie VAUGHAN

c/o NME, 5 Lenmark St., ' ".C.2

DAVID WHITFIELD

¢/o LEW & LESLIL. GRADE
Tel.r REG 6321

ALMA COGAN

¢/o SIDNEY GRACE
235. Regent Street. W.l. REG 6821

. Norfolk Ave., Palmers Green
Tel.: Bowes Park 8528

"RONNE_HARRIS

TONY BRENT

¢/o WILL COLLINS. TEM 7256/6/7

TH

CORORETS

c/e HAROLD FIELDING

PERNY NICHOLLS

c/e TED HEATH AGENCY
23, Albemarle Street, W.I.

DANNY PURGHES

¢/o KENNETH PITT ANSOCLATES
23, Albemarle St.. W.i. HYD 1814

BON PETERS

c/o LEW & LESLIE GHADE

Tel: REG 8821 ¢/o STANLEY DALF  HAY 1808
RUISLIP 4234
Sole Rep, A. JAMES %) 5708 I RUISLIP 3421

LEE YOUNG
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We pay tribute on t
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his page to JOE LOSS who this week

celebrates a quarter-century in the forefront of Dance music

N i

have been an active bandleader for twenty-five years is some-
thing quite special, no matter. how you look at it. To have

';eachcd the top of the tree quite early in the period, and to have
stayed there ever since, is even more of an achievement.

But Joe Loss, Britain’s “Dancing
Time for Dancers ” king, not only
celebrates his silver jubilee as a
maestro this week (our news pages
tell you more about this). He
also retains the kind of avid fol-
lowing, the fame and prestige,
which even the most brilliant of
our younger leaders would be
proud to possess.

Joe, born in London forty-six years
ago, made his bow as batoneer at
the amazingly early age of twenty-
one . . amazingly early, that is,
when one considers that he was taken
on as relief-band leader (to Oscar
Rabin) at no less well-known an
establishment than the Astoria,
Charing Cross Road, London.

This epoch-making engagement
began on December 10, 1930. Already,
however, Joc was something of a
veteran in the music business! He
began playing violin at the age of
four; appearing in public for the first
time four years later.

Had it not becn for a practical
joke, Master Loss might well have
gone on to a series of concert
triumphs, maybe even becoming
another Menuhin. But a prankster
had smeared his violin bow with
butter at that first charity show,

He couldn’t play a note. burst into

tears when the audience laughed and

smashed his violin against a chair.
That’s when he first decided to * go
commercial *’ |

At seventeen, he was playing in
cinemas for £1 expenses per week.
No. salary. Joe admits that he eked
out his income by giving violin
lessons at a shilling a time, and was
quite thrilled at the prospect of
taking dance-trio jobs at seven
shillings and sixpence per gig.

Young maestro

Eventually, he climbed up a rung
or two, worked at the Tower Ball-
rcom, Blackpool (still on violin) . . .
and made history by becoming
Britain’s youngest West End maestro,
opening as relief-band leader “at the
Astoria, Charing Cross Road (as
already reported) but soon doubling
this assignment with further relief
sessions at the luxurious Kit Kat
Club in the Haymarket.

Broadcasts followed in due course,
initially in a programme called “First
Time Here” on December 9, 1933.
The Loss band opened in cabaret at
the Capitol Restaurant, Haymarket,
the same day. Story runs that in the
rush from one job to the other, the
boys’ transport broke down in Picca-
dilly Circus.

This historic picture shuws Joe Loss conducting his band at the Astoria,
Charing Cross Road, London, in the early thirties. Saxist Danny Miller
—one of the originals in the photo—is still with the band.

—
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% STARPIC STUDIOS %

CALENDARS FOR 1956
Photographs of any Star in our
enormous list available in superb
Ivory tinted art board calendar.
Size 10" x 73" only 3/3d. each
post free including the famous
NAUGHTY MARILYN MONROE

This Week's New STARPICS
See the latest singing sensation
A Great New Picture

3. TONY CURTIS—Handsomer than ever
Full size, high gloss double welght 1/6d. each post free

CALENDAR.
SAMMY DAVIS, JNR.

ALMA COGAN

‘STARPIC’ JEWELLERY — THE LATEST FASHION

BROACHES with PICTURES
of your FAVOURITE STARS
in beautiful silver gilt mount

(Mustrated alongside)
2/1d. each post free

PHOTO-IDERTITY BRACELETS

in heavy gilt with novel snap
fastening, only 4/11d. each
while pre-budget stocks last.
Stars available in Broaches & Bracelets: JEFF CHANDLER,

TONY CURTIS, JOHNNIE

DICKIE VALENTINE, GUY MITCHELL, DORIS DAY
VOCAL ALBUMS

We stlll have a few photo-music albums of :

1. JOHNNIE RAY—2/3d. each post free
2. DICKIE VALENTINE—2/9d. each post free N

RAY, DAVID WHITFIELD,

3. DAVID WHITFIELD—2/9d. each post free

Send S8.A.E. for free lists

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED

A virtual fleet of taxis was * com-
mandecred ” and the musicians
naturally thought that Joe would be
waiting at Broadcasting House to
foot the bill. But hé was so keen
to get started on the broadcast that
he walked right in, leaving an indig-
nant cluster of bandsmen holding the
proverbial baby !

“Why isn't Joe Loss broadcast-
ing ? " became quite a frequent theme
with newsmen at that gime. Dance
music airings were monopolised by
a close group of leaders in 1933
. .. but on December 9 a * Daily
Express” reporter wroie: “Let's
hope that in acquiring a Loss‘ the
BBC will be achieving a profit.’

Another !andmark in the Loss
carcer was reached on January 9,
1934. The band opened in variety for
for the first time, at London’s Hol-
born Empire, in a bill
featured comedian Max_ Miller and
famed vocal duettists Elsie Carlisle
and Sam Browne (prescnted by
arrangement with Ambrose).

Joe also presented the orchesira
for the first time at a Sunday con-
cert in 1934 (an Ed. Jones presenta-
tion at Guildford), moved from relief
to number one position at the Kit
Kat with an augmented personnel,
and soon afterwards returned t{o
the Astoria after a short absence—
also in the number one slot.

Up and up !

A few records for the now-defunct
Edison Bell label in 1934 established
Joe on wax. His next releases were
marketed through Decca’s Panachord
subsidiary, and not so very many
more months passed before he signed
an EMI contract. He has been an
EMI artist ever since.

From 1936 until the outbreak of
war in 1939, the Loss fortunes con-
tinued to soar. He was featured,
always with his band, at the BBC’s
Radiolympia exhibition in 1936, and
undertook his first summer variety
tour the same year. .

He and his boys made their first
feature film, * Let’s Make a Night
Of It,” for Associated British in
1937.  Further dates took them on
to the stages of the nation’s cinemas
at that time. . .

They broadcast to America via the
NBC network at one o'clock one
Sunday morning in 1938 (taking the
opportunity of introducing a new
British dance craze, the * Lambeth
Walk ” to Stateside fans) and scored
a decisive hit at the 1939 * Jazz
Jamboree ” which was produced, for
the first and last time, at the Troca-
dero, Elephant and Castle, South-
East London.

Hostilities commenced—and the
Loss band entertained servicemen in
France. For a while, however, Joe

|stayed put at the Astoria, and it

wasn’t until February 3, 1940, that
he finally left to commence his epoch-
making series of one-night stands
. . . epoch-making, because name
bands virtually never undertook
nation-wide one-nighter tours until
Joe showed the rest what a profitable
line it could be.

Nowadays, just about every impor-
tant band spends most of its time on
one-nighter circuits.

More professional history was
made when Joe's lads played their
first Christmas season at Green's
Ballroom, Glasgow, in 1940. They
have returned to this internationally
known venue, at the same time of
the year ever since then—for 15 con-
secutive years.

Record hits

Green's can be hard work . . .
* But anyone who thinks it is should
try doubling the Glasgow Empire as
well. We did in 1942 ! ” asserts Joe.
“The war years. certainly were no
picnic for any of us, in or out of
uniform. Bands would continue
playing in ballrooms while bombs
fell all around them. Morale just
had to be kept high.”

Injuries, accidents, lack of any
reasonable form of transport, inade-
quate meals . . . no fun at all, we
repeat. But Joe, like the rest of us,
found his compensations and genuine
thrills,

He-had the honour of being intro-
duced to King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth while broadcasting from
the Merchant Navy Club in London,
1943. On a much less exalted level,
he found that his records were selling
so well that the EMI factory couldn’t
produce them fast enough.

His ** Begin The Beguine’ (vocal
by the late Chick Henderson, who
died at sea during the war) became
a .classic of its kind. So did Joe's
version of ** In The Mood,” another
of his Regal-Zonophone releases
which was later transferred to the
HMV label. And * Woodchoppers'
Ball.” And the
* Boomps-A-Daisy "—all of them
consistent sellers from 1939 until well
into _the 'forties.

*In. The Mood,” though originally

that also |

novelty waltz, |

a Glenn Miller feature, won such
renown for Joe as well that he
dropped his previous signature tune,

* Make-Believe Ballroom " and
started using *“In The Mood "™
instead ! He still does.

And his post-war triumphs ? Well.
there was the first *“ Aqua-Show ™ at
Earls Court with Belita and Johnny
(* Tarzan ')  Weismuller; an un-

broken run of summer seasons at the.

Villa Marina, Isle of Man; musical
participation in important dancing
championships (for Joe, whilc realis-
ing the importance of good arrange-
ments, smooth musicianship and en-
tertaining showmanship, never - neg-
lects the requirements of ballroom-
dancing specialisis).

The list could go on indefinitely

(Please turn to page 4)

i

This charming picture shows Joe Loss at home with his family—his wife
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hinges, and close by ball-catch action. The Cabinet is flush to
the floor at the front and each side.

Mildred, and their two children, Jennifer (aged 15) and David (aged 13).
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IN MODERN MOOD

rI‘ENORIS’I‘ Sonny Rollins,

already something of a hero
to quite a few musicians, deserves
far more recognition in print than
he has received so far.

He evolved, developed, and has
Jately come close to perfecting a
deeply emotional tenor style which
owes little to Lester Young or Cole-
man Hawkins (an unusual achieve-
ment in itself [) but which is, in its
turn, clearly colouring the work of
such talented young saxaphonists as
these:

Frank Foster (of the Basie band),
Harold Land (with Max Roach and
Clifford Brown), Hank Mobley (fea-
tured with Roach on Vogue V.2270),
Dave Shildkraut (the former Kenton
altoist who recently switched to
tenor, and whom reliable observers
at New York clubs have likened to
Sonny), Jimmy Heath (with Miles
Davns on Vogue L.DE.064), Charlie

Rouse (with Clifford Brown on
Vogue LDE.121) . . . and our own
Tubby Hayes.

Rollins himself started out some
six years ago a&s a spirited Charlie
Parker imitator (check his earliest
record sides with Jay-Jay Johnson),
Jater passing through a Miles Davis
period when his horn effectively
echoed the oblique poignancy, the
gently stabbing accents of Miles's
trumpet phrases (eg., *“ Paper
Moon " on Esquire 20-017).

Various technical flaws marred his
performanccs at this time, however,
so it's a real pleasure to report that

Sonny’s new British releases find him Rol

in surer control of his instrument,
his ideas and how to set them out,
than ever before on wax.
SONNY ROLLINS QUARTET (LP)
* More Than You Know ” [ * The
Way You Blow Tonight ” / “1 Want
To Be Happy”
(Esquire - 20-050)

THELONIOUS Ml?NK QUINTET §

(LP)

% Friday The Thirteenth” / *Let’s
Call This*” / “ Think Of One”
Ecqmre 20-049)

I NOW"™ may one day be

ranked alongside Hawkins’s
“ Body And Soul > and Lester’s "1
Can’t Get Started ” (each on its own
Jevel, of course) as the standard
example of Rollins at ballad tempo.

MIKE
BUTCHER

**Way You Blow " (guess what it's
based on?) and * Happy” demon-
trate his exultant power at faster
speeds — especially the former, a
masterpiece in s rugged way.
Thelonious Menk (piano), Tommy
Potter (bass) and Arthur Taylor
(drums) complete the unit, Monk
staying contentedly in a more
“normal ” groove than usual,
Nevertheless, to hear Thelonious
at his most personal and in his real
element, I suggest you listen over
and over again (probably you won't
like it at first) to the quinter LP
which has a line-up comprising

Rollins on tenor again, Julius
Watkins (French horn), Monk
(piano), Percy Heath (bass) and

Willie Jones (drums).

Monk’s musical langnage has its
own, strange rules, but he t‘ol!ows
thera through loglcal ﬂy and has a
million thmgs to offer the sym-

theuc listener. - My oover notes

r this present set may help explain b
my feelings towards the music—but,
not wishing to sound blurbish, I may
not have made it clear then and
there how unreservedly I enjoy, how
often I play, all three tracks

Any reader who shares my tou,
tastes should buy both records (the
lins and the Monk) wnhom
thinking twice.
upon polished
refinement  will
however.

rettiness and stadied
not be impressed,

* *
TUBBY HAYES BAND/QUARTET

and single)
“ Sophisticated Lady ” / “1 Let A
ong . . .” [/ “Fidetius * | “ Tootsie
Roll
(Tempo EXA.17)
“ There’s No You” / “Dance Of
The Aerophragytes ®
po A.123)
TUBS blows lus tenor freely, con-
vincingly, in the Rollins idiom
(see above) but withour any dubious
attempt at slavish imitation. He
makes sensual sense of “You” (so

Those who insist-

far as the somg's. awkward chord
sequence will allow) and bites with
infectious enjoyment into Harry
South’s swinging blues overleaf.

The band EP has little of the)
cohesion, the electnfvmg excitement
which Tubby and 'Co. can now
produce on a good day (a fellow
critic who recently praised these’
sides should hear the boys in

person ) . . but the good enscmbles
sound on ‘ Heart,” a decent solo
here and there, the well-written

arrangements and basic jazz feeling
of almost everyone concerned make
all four tracks worth a spin or two.

* * *

TONY KINSEY QUARTET (EP’)
“ Last Resort ” [ * Best Behaviour ”
‘“How Deep Is The gcean » [ “ Get

appy
(Esquire EP.82
“ Introduction ” |/ * Harlem ”
(Decca DFE.6282)

E first and last records cut by

Tony’s old quartet (with Joe
Harriott on alto) conveniently reach
us together in form. Tidier
packaging, slightly improved. repro-
duction, and the interest of hearing
an 1mpona.nt group- as it was at the
be innjng, justify the Esquu'e titles’

ted transfer from 78's.

But the much—morc#ecent Kmsey
“ Introduction” apd “H
show how much the umt had
improved before Joe made way for
Ronnie Ross not long ago. The
former is a hummable Bill Le Sage
tune on the changes of *Just You,
Just Me,” the latter makes a riff
theme seem fresh again. Both are
excellent.

—

STAR GUESTS AT

KILBURN CLUB

PIANIST Bill Le Sage was the
guest star at the Alan Scott Jazz
Club at the Canterbury Arms, Kil-
burn, on Friday. The resident
group, led by pianist Alan Fowler,
comprises Spike Heatley (bass), Ray
Manning (drums), Wally Brookes
(guitar), and Roy Bentley (tenor).

Poll-winning clarinettist Vic Ash is
the guest star tonight (Friday), and
tenorist Tommy Whittle appears at
the Sunday lunchtime session,

e T e e
Announcing ! !

THE GREATEST BRITISH MUSIC
PUBLICATION EVER PRESENTED!

FRANK SINATRA
RUBY MURRAY
BILLY ECKSTINE
ERIC DELANEY
JIMMY YOUNG
JACK PARNELL
BOB MERRILL
BUNNY BERIGAN

i
2
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Please send me the 1956 A'nnuzil.
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On Sale Monday, December 19th

Price 3/6d.

THE “NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS”

1956 SUPER ANNUAL

Over 100 Glossy Pages % Art Two-Coloored Speclal Cover @ Packed with feature articles by
the Stars and about them — Crossword — Puzzle Pictures — Cartoons — Full Page Portraits,
Including FRANK SINATRA, DORIS DAY and JOHNNIE RAY — Scores and Scores of exciting
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Films — New Faces — Comedians who Sing — Highlights from articles by 10 great personalities —
Success Stories of the Year — The 1955 Imvasion of U.S. Singers — PLUS — unlimited reading

material for all enthusiasts!

ARTICLES ON and WRITTEN BY MANY FAMOUS
PERSONALITIES, including—

JACK JACKSON
RAY ANTHONY
LENA HORNE
LEE LAWRENCE
PATTI PAGE

PATRIC

MALCOLM VAUGHAN
TEDDY JOHNSON
BENNY PAYNE, DENNIS HALE, Etc., Etc.

This Superb Productnm you will always treasure and keep for many years to come.

® Don't Miss Your Copy of this Wonderful Publication ®

You can only make sure by placing an Order NOW with your Newsagent or Bookstallj alternatively
ill in Coupon below and you will réceive the Annual as soon as it’s published.
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A publisher’s impressions of
Louis Armstrong

e WHAT would I do with a holiday ? I can’t live without my

horn and I gotta play it.”
And that, in a nutshell, is Louis
Armstrone’s attitude towards jazz |t
—the music he plays, the music he
loves. In fact, his whole life.
‘Louis spoke those words to me
when I met him in Paris last weck
(writes music-publisher Fred Jackson).
It was a wonderful meeting, and
I was deeply impressed by his warm
personality, his intense pleasure in
life and his humility.
He has a knack of making com-
plete strangers feel at home imme-
diately they are introduced. He has

$time to see everybody, talk to every-

body, and even takes a personal
interest in the lives and ideas of
others he meets.

DIET SHEET

Louis told me how he lost 98 Ib.
in weight in just over four months.
He showed me a leaflet ' Lose Weight
the. Satchmo Way ”—direttions on
what and what not to eat from bed-
time to bedtime-—compiled by Lucille
and Louis Armstrong.

So_interested was Louis in my
reaction to this that he immediately
made me swallow a big spoonful of
herbs, called Swiss Kriss. He repeated
the action himself, following it with
a glass of water—and laughing all

the time. )
Personal hygiene is Louis’s pet
subject. He is extremely fussy about

it—from brushing his hair to putting
cream on his all-important lips to
prevent them from cracking,
it sometimes takes him an hour to
.prepare for bed.

Louis is full of stories about his
early days in the Southern States,
but he never brags about his achieve-

Joe Loss
story

(Continued from page 3)

. . but we’d need twenty-five pages |

to do full justice to Joe’s twenty-five
years as a leader. His personnel has
changed, of course, from time to
time (pianist Bill McGuﬂie trumpeter
Reg Arnold. saxist Joe Temoer!ey,
drummer Phil Seaman, and, believe
it or not, violinist Cyril Stapleton,
are_among his former sidemen).
His featured singers have also
come and gone (Vera Lynn, Adelaide
Hall, Monte Rev, Bob Arden, Paula

Joe appears each year at Green's

kilt—
at

and—suitably attired in
for  Glaswegians
Hogmanay.
Green and Howard Jomes were all
associated with him at one time or
another, just as recent NME poll-
winner Rose Brennan is now).

But really, despite all arrivals and
departures, routines and excitements,
fads and fashions, Joe’s musical
policy has remained pretty consistent
over the years, * Something for
everyone . . . and keep the standards
high!” might well have been his
motto.

Let’s hope the next quarter-century
will bring as much enjoyment—to
him, and, though him, to us—as
the last !

New Jazz Club

OPULAR vocalist, CHff Law-
rence, in collaboration with the
New Jazz Group, opens a new jazz
club next Tuesday evening (13th;
The venue is the Working Men's
Institute, Holborn, and the club will
feature * unknowns ' as well as big
name jazz artists. It will be known
as The New Jazz Club and Chff will
sing with his own trio.

plays

And -

men(s. and it is a pleasure to listen

When talking to him, one forgets
that he is growing okier and you
sec before you a young man with
a head full of young ideas, He gets
his fun out of living, is full of
mischief, and has an unforgettable
sense of humour.

Louis and Lucille Armstrong cele-

brate 15 years of  marriage this
.month, Our congratulations to
Lucille and * Satchmo "—a great

man who plays great music—and
someone I am proud to call a friend '

Tarzan
meets
a new
‘Pet’

When Hollywood's _'_-
newest Tarzan, i %

Gordon Scoft, paid
a visit to London

recently, he was
delighted to mect
Britain’s petite

songstress, Petula
Clark. The two are
seen together at the
“ Weekend - Mail ”
charity ball at the
Royal Albert Hall,
at which hundreds
of popular stars
appeared.

' been presented with an oppor-

Enjoy yourself. —EDI
NP SIS NS

(12-inch)

Bark For Barksdale

EPV 1107 Guitar Shuffle :

THE GREATEST JAZZ
x CATALOGUE IN THE WORLD

RECENT ISSUES
VOGUE Long-playing 33 1/3 r.p.m.
LDE 12008 DAVE BRUBECK TRIO
DAVE BRUBECK QUARTET

LDE 160 SIDNEY BECHET and A. REWELIOTTY
LDE 165 SONNY TERRY (City Biues)
m LDE 154 LEE KONITZ QUARTET Vol. 2

Extended Play 45 r.p.m.

GERRY MULLIGAN QUARTET
EPV 1100 Carloca s Line For Lyons : My Funny Valentine

BIG BILL BROONZEY

.Coal Black Curley : Lonesome Road Blues
When Did You Leave Heaven

BRUBECK AT PACIFIC COLLEGE
EPV 1108 I'll Never Smile Again ; Laura ; Lullaby in Rhythm

GOOD TIME JAZZ Long-playlng 33 1/3 r.p.m.
LDG 169 Firehouse Five Plus Two

HUMPH GOES
TO PARIS

LETTER FROM LYTTELTON
Dear Editor,
1 have, at the eleventh hour,

tunity to uip over to Paris for the
last two Louis Armstrong con-
certs. I'm slraxd this has caught
me by surpnse with regard to
my record review this week. I
hope it will be all right if I miss
this coming week, and, perhaps,
contribute 2 review PLUS some
impressions of the concerts next
week.
Yours sincerely,
HUMPH.

[Dear Humph.—Quite all right.
OR]

VOGUE RECORDS LTD., 113/5 Fulham Road, London, S.W.3

Tel: KNI 4256/7/8
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SILVER & LEIGH

FOR

RECORDS of all categonies
RADIO & TELEVISION
at 197 Kingsland Road, Shoreditch

SHO 8949
Buses : 22, 35, 649, 647, 643, 543

JAZZ RECORDS !

Shep for your jazz at the

INTERHATIONAL BOOKSHOP

52 Charing Cross Rd., London, WC2
TEM 2315
LP'S, EP’s, 78’s § new and second-
hand—and Biggest sewection of Jazz
Books in Londoen.

RECORDS WANTED

LP'S, EP's, 78's. Any Quantity.
THE RECORD SHOP
49 The Roundway, Lordship Lane,

Tottenham, N.17. (Nr. Spurs Hotel)

* For all your Gramophone
@ Records and Sheer Music
0 000095000

@ Prompt attention mail
orders, over £2 post frce

NELSON’S

Theatre & Travel Agency
12 Frognal Parade, Finthiey Rd,
Tel. HAM 3655 & 8663. Nw3

Jazz or

FOR RECORDS! Classical

Tape Recorders & Record Players
Visit the

RABIO MAINTENANCE CO.,
161 STROUD GREEN ROAD, N.4.
Buses 210, 212, 2381
Manager ‘Mick Berger

14, Firs Parade, Muswel Hil, N.14
(opp. Athenum), TUD 5631
Popular and dJazz Labeis slocked.

1' LES ALDRICH

JAMES ASMAN

The Greatest Specialist Jazz and
Popular Record Shop in Kurope
James Asman’s Jazz Ceantre
23a, NEKW ROW
Off St, Martin’s Lane, London, WC2
Covent Uarden 1380
(Enquire about the montrly FREE
Recital of the Latest Releases)

ASCROFT & DAW, LTD.

OPEN TILL 8 p.m,
at 83 CHARING CROSS RD.
except Thurs., early closing 1p.m,
Fine listening facilitieszad i mmense
range of pops and classicals on

334, 45 and 78

. (MUB 0262),

JOHN’S ATTIC

for new and secondhand jazz
records, EP’s/LP’s sent post free.
Collections purchased for cash.
JOHNNY ROUWE,
84, Newman St., Oxford St.,, Wdl.
Next door to ‘‘Magle
8howroams, Nearest Under-
Tottenham Court Road.

coal"
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Choose this disc to ‘Choose Your Lady’

Reviewed by GEOFFREY EVERITT

you like light music that is
easy to listen to then don’t
*“Choose Your Lady” on

I"

HMV 7EG8141. This fine
Bxtended Play record by the
Melachrino Orchestra, conducted
by George Melachrino, is one of
the most melodic I have heard for
some time, and you can choose
your lady from * Liza,” *“ Marie,”

Dinah” or * Sally.”

The arranger has done an excellent
Job of work, and the same appiies to

the recordmg engineers. A firstclass
British record.

soun Byl s 5 yourg ol v
oan an is a young lady who
can do w:ﬁ; another record hit, for

she has not had a real sellcr for
some time, and she must be pmnmg
her hopes on *“ Croce Di Oro” and
“Love And Marriage™ on Decca
F.10659.

Johnny Douglas conducts the
orchestra on the first side and
Roland Shaw takes over for the
latter. Joan sounds a little tired on
* Croce Di Oro” and her voice has
lost some of the colour it used to
have. The melody is good and the
lyric pleasing, which means that it
must have a fair chance of success,
but I am convinced that the singer
is a httle below her usual form on

showing.

“Love And Marriage” finds her
in better voice, but I can’t see the
song making a great deal of progress.
Two good average efforts.

In the Long Playing field I must
spotlight a wonderful disc hy Manto-
vani and his Orchestra on Decca

‘ROBIN

DICK jAMEYS says:
May I be the first to
wish you all a

Merry Christmas
and I hope you enjoy your
party with a record of

on PARLOPHONE R4065-6

—And watch out for the
First Hit Disc of 1956

The ORIGINAL VERSION from the Soundtrack
of the weekly A.T.V. film

LK.4112. Tt is called * Song Hits
From Theatreland,” and we are
offcred a dozen wonderful tunes
Elayed as only Mantovani knows

Superb arrangements, maximum
melody and first<class musicianship,
help to make this a disc to
remember,. and I can think of few
better gifts for Christmas than
* Songs From Theatreland.”

Surely this fabulous maestro will
find this selling like hot cakes in
every country where good music is
apprecnated for, behcve me, this
really is ** good music.’

*

Back we go to normal speed to
meet Kaﬂue Kaye singing * Teddy
Bear ” and ¢ Suddenly There’s A
Vafley ” on HMV POP.126. Kathie
is accompanied by Frank Cordell and
his Orchestra, but although this
young lady has a pieasant voice, I
cannot rave abowt either side, and, in
my opinion, the latter title is not an
ideal choice for her, for she misses
the mark by not really sefling the
lyric.

This is a song that calls for a lot
of feeling from the singer and, some-
how, I consider this side 1ust lacks
that little something.

“ Teddy Bear” is a cute song,
and, perbaps, the word * ‘satisfactory™
is the one that best sums up Miss

way.

and this is a side that oould well
become a hit, but [ fate a little
higher the chances of ‘ Hawkeye,”

and I predict that Ken’s forthright
style coupled with the wonderful
atmosphere on both sides will
quickly build him into a record star
on this side of the Atlantic.
Remember the name, Ken Carson.

* %* *

1 am a liitle late on the latest Lee
Lawrence disc issued on Columbia
DB.3681, but I must mention ** Sud-
denly There’s A Valley ” and “ Mi
Muchacha ” (Litile Girl) sung by
Lee with the Ray Martin Orchestra,

As always, he is in fine voice, and
full credit must also be given to
Ray Martin for a fine arrangement
of ** Suddenly There's A Valley.” I
shall not be surprised if this disc

omes Lec’s first big seller for a
long time.

I can only add that he more than
merits any break that may come his

* *

And now for a wonderful party
record for Christmas. * Join In The
Chorus” on HMV POP. 139 fea-
tures Billy’s Banjo Band and some
real old toe tapping favourites.
You'll love the gay atmosphere of

this disc, and I'll bet you'll sing

along with * Lily Of Laguna,” *“ My

Mammyz" * Shine n Harvest

Moon,” * Alabamy Bound,” *“On

The l,\flississippi " and * The Trolley
ng.

* *

The De Castro Sisters supply us
with two seasonal titles as they sing
“Snowbound For Christmas™ and
“ Christmas Is A-Comin’” on Lon-
don HL.U.8212.

Skip Martin’s Orchestra provides
the backings on both sides, but I can
think of Irtle good 10 say about the
first title.

I donYt like the quality of their
performance and _the recording
mana%ler need not issue any further
sides like this, so far as I, personally,
am concerned.

The reverse slde is a good deal
better, and it is the cute kind of
number that could easily catch on
at this time of the year. But, as a
record, this one does not rate with
me.

Let’s come back home to greet
Bert Weedof and his guitar along
with Sidney Torch and his
Orchestra.

“
The tunes chosen are * Stranger R4l

Than Fiction ” and * China Boogie

Kaye’s performance.

* *
1 found a couple of interesting
sides on London HLF.8213. The
titles are “ I've Been Working On

The Railroad ” and * Hawkeye.”
The artist responsible is Ken
Carson, a singer with a voice that
lcases and in many ways his style

18 not unlike that of Guy Mitchell.

I like the backing oa * Railroad,”

HOOD’

6"

Cleo sings British
Delving back with Homph
Jay and Kai

Milt Jackson Modern Jazz Quartet

Cy Laurie Blows Btue-Hot i
Miles Davis Quintet b
Hommage to the Duke (Chnsne)
New Directions Quartet ((‘harlcs)
A Study in Damcronia

"" This record year of 1955

announang our- most outstanding LP releases

Multiple Talents of Vlctor Feldman

Esquire Records Ltd., 76 Bedford Court Mansions, Bedford Ave. london, W.C.1 (MUS 1810)

20—038
15—007
32—007
20—045
20—046
20—037
20—041
20—047
20043
20—044
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RECORDS” IN :BRITAIN

Last This
Weelk
1 ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK
Bill Haley Comets (Brunswick)
2 CHRISTMAS ALPHABET
Dickie Valentine (Decca)
2 3LOVE I8 A MANY-SPLEN-
DORED THING
Four Aces (Brunswick)
4 LET’S HAVE A BING-DONG
Winifred Atwell (Decca)
5 TWENTY TINY FINGERS
Stargazers {Decca)
¢ MEET ME ON THE CORNER
Max Bygraves (HMV)
9 AIN’T THAT A SMAME
Pat Boene (London)
8 YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS
Mitch Mtiler {(Phiiips)
9 SUDDENLY THERE'’S A
VALLEY  Petula Clark (Nixa)
8 10 HERNANDO’S HIDEAWAY
dohnston Bres. (Decca)
15 11 WHEN YOU LOSE THE ONE
YOU 1OVE
David Whitfleld (Decca)
12 HAWK-EYE
Frankle Laine (Phiiips)
16 13 SINGING DOGS (Nixa)
11 14 HEY THERE
Johnnie Ray (Phillps)

[~

@& @™ e

14

17

113 15 BLUE STAR

Cyril Stapleton (Decca)
16 HEY THERE
Rosemary Clooney (Philips)
— 17 ON WITH THE MOTLEY
Harry Secombe: (Philips)
20 18 SEVENTEEN
Frankie Vaughan (Philips)
19 LET'S GET TOGETHER AGAIN
Big Ben Banjo Band (Columbia)
~- 20 SUDDENLY THERE'S A
VALLEY Jo Siafford (Philips)

n

Last This
Week

1 1 Sixteen Tons Tennessee Ernte
2 2 Autumn Leaves Roger Williams
3 3 Love Is A Many - Splendored

Thing Four Aces
4 4 M s To R b

Four Lads

8 B Only Yon Platters.
5 6 I Hear You Knockin’ Gale Storm
T 7 He Al Hibbler
11 8 Love And Marriage

Frank Sinatra

BEST SELLING "SHEET MUSIC. (U.S.x

Last This
Week
1 1 Autumn Leaves
"8 2 He
8 3 Sixieen Tons
2 4 Bible Tells- Me So
10 5 leve Is A Many-Splendored
Thing
6 6 Suddenly There’s A Valley

U.S. charts by ¢ourtesy of * Billboard.”

* CHARTS

BEST SELLING POP

BEST SELLING SHEET
MUSIC (BRITAIN] .

Last This

eek
1 THE CHRISTMAS ALPHABET
¢Pickwick) 2s.
BLUE STAR {Chappells)
TWENTY TINY FINGERS
(F D. & H.)
THE YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS
{Maddox-Valendo)
3 MEY, THERE (Frark) 2s.
LOVE IS A MANY-SPLEN.
DORED THING {Robbins)
7 SUDDENLY THERE'S A
VALLEY (Aberbach) 2s.
8 THE MAN FROM LAR. A
{Chappells)
HERNANDO’S HIDEAWAY
(Frank) 2s.
ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK

-

2
3
4
5

E@OJONN#-

(Kassver) 2s.{

MEET ME ON THEK CORNKR
(Berry Music) 2s.
EV'RYWHERE (Bron)
13 SKVENTEEN (World Wide)
14 PLL COME WHEN YOU CALL
(Michael Reine) 2s.
15 l‘LL NEVER STOP LOVING
(Robbins)
16 'l‘l(lc DAM RUSTERS MARCH
(Chappells) 2s. 8d.
23 17 THE VEBY FIRST CHRISTMAS
OF Al {Dash) 2s.
17 18 GO ON BY (Biuebird)
18 19 EVERY DAY OF MY LIFE
(Robbins) 2s,
19 20 CLOSE THE DOOR
(Duchess) 2a.
21 21 RELAX-AY-VOO (Pickwick) 2s.
24 22 HAVE YOU EVER BEEN
LONELY (L. Wright)
20 23 THE BANJO’S BACK IN TOWN
(Leeds) 2s.
- 24 NEVER DO A TANGO WITH
AN ESKIMO
{Michaet Reine) 2s.

*

Whispering Sands
Rusty Draper

Pat Boone

£ =258 &

s
*

10 9 Shifting,

8 10 At My Front Door

9 11 Yellow Rose Of Texas
Mitch Miller

— 12 He McGuire Sisters

12 13 Shifting, Whispering Sands
Billy Vaughn
14 14 It’s Almost Tomorrow
Dream Weavers
13 18 Someone You Nove
Nat ** King "' Cole

4 TM To R ber

5 8 Love And Marriage

7 9 Shifting, Whispering Sande

3 10 Yellow Rose Of Texas

— 11 No Arms Can Ever Hoid You
13 12 Croce D Oro

12 13 Only You

- 14 Weman In Love

— 15 My Bonnie Lasste

Four weeks after the * Robin Hood ” scrial began on ITV, viewers
‘began writing in asking who was singiog the * Robin Hood ” song
and where they could buy the record. Last week, Dick James appeared
on the screen to tell thein he was the singer and would be making
the record as soon as possible. This picture was taken at the EMI
studios in London this week, when Dlck recorded the song with a
group of children from his son’s school in Cricklewood. Stephen,
uged 8, is the one in dark suit in the centre of the picture.

and ¢hey are issued om Parlophone  Finally, to
13, Ricardo Santos
This is a most interesting disc,
and on both sides Bert glvcs excel-
lent performances, but I can’t under-
stand why the arranger did not use
a little more imagination -when
scoring for the orchcs'tra on
* Stranger Than Fiction.”
However, full marks to all con-
cerned on the flip-over, and my
only criticism is that we ought to
have a little more of the guitar and
a little less of the orchestra. An
interesting experiment.

disc made by
and his Tango
Orchestra pn Polydor BM.6004. The
titles are “Pearlfishers” and “Tango
Of Desire,”” This is one of the
most wonderful sounds I have-ever
heard on wax, and it is beautifully
recorded.

You don't have to love the tango
to appreciate music of such fine
quality as this. For my money this
is the best disc I bave heard during
the past month.

Don’t miss hearing Ricardo Santos
and his Tango Orchestra.

a
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BILLIE ANTHONY

The Banjo’s back in town

(with the BIG BEX BANJO BAND) ;

Ten little kisses DB3648 (78) SCM5181 s)

THE CORONETS
Twenty tiny fingers;
Meet me on the corner - DB3871 ()

LEE LAWRENCE
Suddenly there’s a valley;
Mi Muchacha DBaés1 (13) SCM5201 (T8

MICHAEL HOLLIDAY
Stein Song';
The Yellow Rose of Texas

s & & @

DB3657 (78)

COLUMBIA RECORDS

Columbla Graphophone Co., Ltd.. Record Div., 3-11 Gt., Castle St. London, W4

GIVE. RECORD TOKENS for Christmas.

)
:‘ Your record dealer will give you full details.

o

HERE IT IS !

A MUST FOR EVERY SMALL BAND

COMBO ORCHS

E-flat BOOK for ALTO or BARITONE SAX
B-flat BOOK for TRUMPET, CLARINET, TENOR SAX
C BOOK for GUITAR, VIOLIN, BASS or ACCORDION

e EVERY NUMBER COMPLETE WITH MELODY, HARMONY AND CHORD SYMBOLS
® ARRANGED AS SOLO, DUET AND TRIO
PIANO CONDUCTOR BOOK

AT SUNDOWN o ['LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS e SLEEPYTIME GAL ® YOU WERE MEANT FOR ME
OVER THE RAINBOW O LINGER AWHILE®DARKTOWN STRUTTERS BALL®I'M ALWAYS CHASING RAINBOWS

Contents

e PLAYABLE BY ANY COMBINATION
e Includes melody cue and chord cymbols

price 2/6d.
EACH BOOK
(Postage 2d.)

FRANCIS, DAY &_HU NTER, LTD., 138-140 Charing Cross Rd., London, W.C.2

JOE'S NEW

A PRODUCT

SINGIT IRISH-SINGIT SCOTTISH

with JOE ‘“MR. PIANO’ HENDERSON & HIS FRIENDS K.15014

RECORD on

1xa

N
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In time for Ghristmas
comes our Greatest
Publication yet!

ON page 4 of this issue, there is an advertisement
announcing “ The Greatest British Music
Publication Ever Presented I” and quite modestly,
we don’t think this is' any over-statement. For
months now, we have been preparing a 1956.Super
Annual, niumbering over 100 pages, packed with the
kind of reading matter you will enjoy, and the kind
of pictures you will want to keep. - ;

We honestly feel that the finished product—which will
be on sale on Monday week, December 19—is the best
kind of Christmas present we can give to our readers,
for it is a publication no fan will want to miss. Of all
the Annuals we have ever produced, it is outstandingly
the best. .

Produced on the same quality art-paper as our popular
companion monthly magazine, Hir PARADE, our 1956
Annual is lavishly illustrated and contains dozens of
exciting articles and features by the best writers in the
music business. Just a-guick glance at some of its appetis-
ing contents will prove to you that, if you take an
interest in singers, bands or any aspect of popular music,
our 1956 Annual is a *must ” for your bookshelf.

EXCELLENT VALUE

There are special articles by Billy Eckstine, Eric
Delaney, Dennis Hale, Malcolm Vaughan, Lena Horne,
etc., features about Jimmy Young, Jack Parnell, Frank
Sinatra, Ruby Murray, Jack Jackson, Ray Anthony, Bob
Merrill, Bunny Berigan, Patti Page, Lee Lawrence, Teddy
Johnson and a host of other famous names. There are
full-page pictures of stars, cartoons, humour, a crossword

Euzzlc and dozens of other delightful contributions to }
eep

you reading and enjoying the Annual.

On the two-coloured glossy art cover, there is a hand-
some picture of the one and only Johnnie Ray, and the
success stories of the year are told in readable form by
the best writers.

We are quite certain that, when you get your copy of
this really super publication, you will be more than
delighted, For 3s. 6d., it is excellent value, and will be
a proud possession for all fans lucky enough to obtain
a copy.

That brings us to a most important point, The
demand from the trade has already been So heavy that,
unless you make absolutely certain of a copy, you may
find yourself disappointed.

We, therefore, urge you to order your copy NOW
from your regular newsagent or bookstall. Should you
experience any difficulty, complete the coupon on page
4, and a copy will be sent to you by post immediately
on publication,

The NME 1956 Super Annual is the publication you
-have been waiting for ! Make sure of your copy NOW !

News Round-up

Next week’s issue of the NME will be a specially
enlarged, 16-page edition, out as usual mext Friday (16th)
. . . Elections are at present taking place all over the
country for the new Branch Committees of the Musicians’
Union . . . In addition to Joe Loss, the ATV * Music
Shop ** tomorrow (Saturday) will include Bill Darnel and
the Harry Klein Quartet . . . Results of the annual
¢ Down Beat” Poll, which arrived on press day, show
that Frank Sinatra easily won two awards as favourite
male singer, and pop personality of the year. Count
Basie was the best jazz band, and Les Brown the best
dance band. Dave Brubeck’s quartet was selected the
best instrumental group, and Brubeck himself was named
the personality of the year in jazz. Look out for the full
results in next week’s NME . . . Dick Lester, the ITV
producer, appears on the screen in his own half-hour
show on Dec 23, as compere, comedian, singer and
pianist . . . The Tony Crombie Band concludes its
triumphant tour of Israel today (Friday), moves on to
Athens for three concerts and returns home on Dec. 20.

Recorded by,
OSCAR RABIN

R u (Oriole)

THIS SPACK |8 RESERYED FOR THE NEW al'“

ART LOWRY
and his LAZY
LATIN LOVERS

A
“Ay
Gy

B. F. WOOD, ‘MILLS HOUSE," DENMARK STREET, W.C.2

SET

U.S. PACGKAGE SHOW.:
CERTT
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STARGAZERS WILL BE
AT OUR GREAT
POLLWINNERS CONCERT

THE Stargazers, whose * Top Vocal Group” placing was the most

decisive victory in the recent NME poll, have obtained permission
to appear at our star-studded Pollwinners’ Concert. at the Royal
Albert Hall on Sunday afternoon, January 29 (2 p.m.).

A previous London commitment
at the Gaumont State Theatre,
Kilburn, the same evening made it
impossible until now for the Star-
gazers to promise to take part in
our exciting annual event—but
impresario Ed Jones has kindly
granted them permission to do so.

Contractual difficulties still make it
impossible for us to reveal whether
it will be Ruby Murray or Alma
Cogan who will be appearing at the
concert. By next.week, however, we
hope to be able to announce &
definite_decision. i

Ted Heath and his Music, Erc
Delaney and his Orchestra, and
Johnny Dankworth and his Orchestra
(leaders in the * Large Band ™ divi-
sion: of the poll) plus the Kirchin
Band (** Small Band ** winners) will,
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{PEGGY LEE’S:
{FILM HONOUR!

[
4 AR
[ S a result of her outstanding
1:A

o~

[
dramatic performance in the:
€ film “Pete Kelly’s Blues,” Peggy
§Lee has been czmed “The Most ¢
1,Promising New Actress of 1955
€ by America’s cinemagoers in a
€ nation-wide poll, news of which ¢
:,was announced on Wednesday.
{

[

[
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Peggy is not a complete new-
) comer to movies, but *“Pete
Kelly’s Blues” gave her her first ¢
,major acting opportunity. ¢

AT
VAN

SUNDAY CONCERTS
FOR BARBARA
LYON

A'ITRACT IVE young vocalist

.and comedienne Barbara Lyon
is proving such a great success on
wax that she has launched a series
of concert appearances throughout

the country.

Barbara, of course, is also a
member of the fabulous Lyon Family
of radio, TV and film fame.

Concert dates lined up include the
Regal Cinema, Edmonton, next Sun-
day (11th), on a bill which includes
Bill McGuffie, Ray Burns. and the
Ronnie Scott Orchestra.

She has also fixed to appear at
Guildford on January 15 next, when
she will be in the same show as the
Jack Parnell Orchestra.

Then on February 5 she will be
presented at the Davis Theatre,
Croydon.  Other dates are still
awaiting confirmation.

Last Sunday, she made her public
debut as a singer on a bill with the
Ray Martin Orchestra at Leicester,
and the concert is reported on
page 9.

Well-known pianist and composer,
Norman Murrells, has now joined
Barbara as her accompanist. He has
been with Dennis Lotis, Dickie
Valentine, Eddie Calvert, etc.

Meanwhile, Barbara’s records are
having big sales over the counters
throughout Britain, and her latest,
* Whisper,” backed with * Where
You Are,” is being tipped as a
winner,

MERICA'S poll-winning bari-
tonist-leader Gerry Mulligan—
now leading a sextet which includes

tenorist Zoot Sims, trumpeter Jon
Eardley and trombonist Bob Brook-
meyer—commences a  three-week
Paris booking with his group at the
Olympia Theatre on February 29.

STANLEY DALE

*

12 HOLLAND VILLAS RD,,
KENSINGTON, W.14
BAYiwater 7808

+ PRESENTATIONS

-name bands will appear

of course, be featured on this show
of shows with their regular vocal
contingents.

Others definitely appearing- include
“ Musician of the Year” Eddie
Calvert ; “ Top Male Singer” and
“ Musical Personality of the Year"
Dickie Valentine, and in a solo
capacity, tenorist Ronnie Scott
(leader of Britain’s * Most Promising
New Band ).

A verdict is still ‘awaited concern-
ing the possible appearance of Rese
Brennan ()“ Top Female Dance Band
Vocalist ”’) but, needless to say,
Bobbie Britton (‘“ Top Male Dance
Band Vocalist ) will be heard as
usua] with the Ted -Heath orchestra.

TICKETS

Readers wishing to parchase tickets
for the NME Pollwinners’ Concert
are advised that all seats at 12s. 6d.
and 6s. have now been sold. Applica-
tions can, therefore, only be accepted
for the remaining 15s., 10s, 6d., 8s.
and (gallery, standing) 3s, 6d.

These are also selling at a tre-
mendous rate, so to avoid disappoint-
ment, reserve your seat for this show
of shows without delay, if you have
not already done so.

Tickets are available at the Royal
Albert Hall box office (KENsington
8212), from all leading theatrical
agencies, or post (enclosing
remittance and stamped, addressed
envelope) from the * New Musical
Express,” (PWC), 5, Denmark Street,
London, W.C2.

HEATH NOT
FOR BLACKPOOL
NEXT SUMMER

FOR the first time since its
inception, the Ted Heath
Orchestra, Britain’s number one
dance band attraction, will not
appear at the Winter Gardens,
Blackpool, next summer.

The Heath Band has consistently
undertaken a season .at this venue
every year since 1947, but it is now
rumoured that they have alternative
Continental plans” for the next
summer season.

Whilst the final details of visiting
bands to Blackpool next year have
yet to be finalised, the NME under-
stands that certain definite bogkings
have already been made. These in-
clude the bands of Ken Mackintosh,
Jack Parnell and Joe Loss—the last-
named attraction for a five-week
season.

There is also a strong likelihood of
a new policy whereby two famous
in two
famous Blackpool ballrooms at the
same time.

Artists appearing in ITV’s Jack
Jackson Show this Suanday include
Ken Mackintosh, the Ray Ellington
Quartet with Marion Ryan, Eddie
Parker, and Libby Morris.

Congratulations to  accordonist
Dave Davani, of the Norman Burns
Orchestra, who was married at the
Caxton Hall yesterday (Thursday) to
Miss Beryl Wayne,

Brian Vaughan has joined the
ranks of the Dave Shand Orchestra
on trumpet, He was with Joe
Daniels until recently.

Ken Cramer, band manager with
the Malcolm Mitchell Orchestra since
its inception in February, is leaving
to take up a mew position with a
music-publishing company.

American singer Muriel Smith, of
‘ South Pacific ” and * King and I’
fame, has recorded three songs for
the Michael Powell-Emeric Press-
burger naval film “The Baitle of the

River Plate.”

Personality vocalist with the
Johnny Dankworth Orchestra, Frank
Holder, is recording an LP of

} ' calypsos for the Nixa label.

JACKS TO HEATH-COLE

;'
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AF’I‘ER completing arrangements in New York—and securing signed

contracts for Stan Kenton and his Orchestra to commence their
concert tour of Britain on either May 4 or May 11, 1956—London
impresario Harold Davison encountered problems concerning the
reciprocal mumber of dates for Ted Heath and his Orchestra in

America,

Speaking to the NME by trans-
atlantic telephone from Beverly
Hills on Wednesday .night, Harold
Davison revealed that several
problems concerning financial
arrangements had been en-
countered with regard to the
proposed inclusion of the Ted
Heath Band together with Nat
“King” Cole in a concert
package presentation scheduled to
tour America in April.

However, Davison was hopeful that
despite setbacks this plan would
materialise, but as an alternative,
plans had already been made where-
by the Ted Heath Orchestra would

| tour the U.S concert halls—but not

as part of a package show.

Whichever plan of operation is
arranged for the Heath Band, the
tour is_expected to .include engage-
ments in Canada and;- as.previously
announced, a special opening_ , per-
formance at Carnegie Hall, New
York, at the end of March.

KENTON IN NORWAY

Throughout the earlier part of this
week Harold Davison has been dis-
cussing the Heath—Nat Cole package
deal for several hours each day with
Cole’s manager Carlos Gastel and,
presuming thaf arrangements have
since been concluded after this issue
of the NME went to press, besides
New York' and the Canadian dates,
Ted Heath and his Band will appear
as the sole attraction in Boston and
Philadelphia. .

Prior to leaving New York last
week, Davison agreed with Stan
Kenton that they would abandon
their attempts to obtain  James
Petrillo’s permission for Ted Heath
to televise on his arrival in America.
Stan Kenton told our New York
correspondent, Nat Hentoff:

' Having got this far very well, it
might create complications if we ask
too much of Mr, Petrillo, bearing in
mind that this is the first time he
has relented regarding a reciprocal
exchange.”

It is felt that Kenton made this
decision not to pursue the matter on
having been advised that innumerable
U.S. bands had persistently worried
Petrillo stating their respective claims
for  alternative exchanges with
various British combinations.

_Prior to his British tour as pre-
viously announced, the Kenton
Orchestra will first appear on the
Continent—opening in Oslo, Norway,
on April 14,

Eve Boswell, Pearl Carr, Teddy
Johnson, Reg Dixon and George
Lacey, pantomime stars who will be
appearing at Coventry, Birmingham
and Nottingham, will take part in a
special * Pantomime Preview' on
the Midland Home Service next
Saturday (December 17). The pro-
gramme will be -recorded at the
Coventry Theatre.

Jerr
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) This was confirmed
)

)

) his variety tour on December 2
4
4
)
)
4
)
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Colonna to |
wax for HMYV here§

S. comedian-vocal star Jerry Colonna is to record for HMV

)
)
)
)
4
)
)
)
® during his current variety tour of Britain. )

: by Walter Ridley, artists’ manager of ¢he 4:
label, on Wednesday. The session will either take place mext week— S
when Jerry is appearing at_ Brighton——otherwnse at 'the conclusion of 1’
’ )

)

)

)

)

p

. ¢

It is probable that hé will be accompanied by Frank Cordell and ¢

his Orchestra—but Walter Ridley is anxious to secure suitable titles for ¢
Colonna before arranging the actual date of the session. L
As reported last week, Jerry will undertake a guest broadcast with ¢

the BBC Show Band on Monday, December 19th, besides appearances ¢
with hig former partner—U.S. top comedian Bob Hope. [
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NORMAN WISDOM and Ruby

record their first duet on Tuesday
of this week, at the Columbia

NORMAN, RUBY DU

Murray—leading stars of the

London Palladium revue * Paint-
ing the Town"—combined to

studios.

The NME picture above was taken |
during the sesslon whem Norman
(trombone) and Ruby (violin) com-
bined with Columbia musical director
Ray Martin (trumpet) to turn the
vocal duo into an instrumental trio !

The NME understands that owing
to pressure of engagements, Ruby
Murray has declined an invitation to
undertake a series of programmes for
Radio Luxembourg.

Disc-jockey programmes make news

Petula Clark, Anne Shelton for new series:
Elrick, Ros for ‘Housewives’ Choice’

N the new BBC version of the series * The Song’s the Thing” |

TRAFFORD WHITELOCK
LEAVING BBC FOR
COMMERCIAL TV

USTRALIAN - BORN Trafford

Whitelock concludes a four-
and-a-half years’ association with
the variety department of the
BBC on Boxing Day.

On January 1, he takes up a new
position as Television Director with
Kenneth Carter at Associated-
Rediffusion.

Producer-writer Whitelock will be
busy with the BBC over Christmas,
however. On Christmas Day, his
radio adaptation of the film * Lady
and the Tramp ” will be heard in
the Light Programme, and the follow-
ing day sees a further adaptation of
the music from the new Todd-AO
film * Oklahoma’ on the Home
Service.

Carole Carr guests
ONGSTRESS Carole Carr will be
the guest singer in Re%inald
Dixon’s “Half-hour from the Tower
Ballroom, Blackpool,” on the BBC
Northern Region next Tuesday (De-
cember 13).

Rising new star Edna Savage, and
the Harry Hayward Quartet will be
featured in “Nightcap,” a late-night
mixture of music and song, the

following Thursday.

begins in the New Year, at least two well-known stars will take

part who have not appeared in
terminates next week.

The new-style programme will
feature singers as disc-jockeys, and
they will present records of their
own as well as those of other
artists. The show will be on a
five-nights-a-week basis, and the
first is on January 2.

The two “song stars are Petula
Clark and Anne Shelton, ‘who will
both present their programmes from
the London studios. The NME also
understands that Ronnie Hilton,
Jimmy Young and Vera Lynn will
also take part in the 13-week series.

3-WEEK D-J's

Other important news concerning
BBC policy with regard to future
record programmes s that for the
first time since its inception ten years
ago, disc-jockeys are (o present
“Housewives’ Choice” for three con-
secutive weeks—excluding the Satur-
day Children’s show.

One of the original comperes of
this popular programme — George
Elrick—will be the first to introduce
the new policy. He will introduce the
show everly day from January 2 until
January 16. Bandleader Edmundo
Ros will take over the role of disc-
jockey for three weeks during April.

Billy Cotton is to see this year out
as * Housewives' ” disc-jockey, as he
did last year.

Jack Train’s “Record Express” is
to be revived in the New Year —

occupying the

the current “live” series, which

Monday lunchtime
spot—and soprano sax-stylist Frank
Weir will present another weekly disc
series under the title “An Appoint-
ment with Weir.”

Comedian Len Marten is also
scheduled to begin a weekly series,
to be known as ** Spinning Tops.”

Regan, Cogan,
Shelton on.
Commercial TV

TOP musical stars are to play

an important part in com-
mercial TV's new policy of screen-
ing popular programmes in the
early evéning to attract weekday
viewers.

On Wednesday evening, Joan Regan
was the first guest singer in a new
series, ‘‘ Singing For You,” which
occupies the 7.15—7.30 spot.

Other stars lined up for the pro-
gramme, which is directed by Jack
Jackson Show producer Peter Glover,
are Alma Cogan (Dec. 14) and Anne
Sheiton (Dec. 28).

On Mondays, ex-Geraldo vocalist ‘

Jill Day, appears in her own quarter-
hour series, which will run for at
least three wecks.

THIS WEEK’S RELEASES
of DECCA-GROUP 78 and 45 R.P.M. REC(

Available from 12th December

BONNIE DAVIS

Pepper hot baby; For always, darling 05507

RED FOLEY and BETTY FOLEY
Croce di oro;

RED FOLEY
Night watch 05508

ROGER WILLIAM!

Autumn leaves; Take care HL

THE FERKO STRING |
Happy days are here again; Deep in th

HLF 8215
TOM TALL

Give me a chance; Remembering yo
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 JOHNNIE RAY WAS
- INLONDON
- THIS WEEK! ¢
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: fabulous American singing
‘b star Johmnie Ray is usually
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)
) greeted with wild enthusiasm, and ‘D
) the need for police control for <b
) excited crowds. 1)
Y But it was a far different case ‘)
yon Wednesday morning, when )
yonly two * well-informed” sup-‘)
y porters were at London Airport )
yto meet him when he made an)
y unexpected visit to Britain. For )
yat Johnmie’s request, the visit was )
) kept secret. )
) Johnnie spent the day in)
yLondon, staying overmight with)
) some friends before leaving again )
from London Airport yesterday Y
) (Thursday) morning. His first)
journey was to Spain, where he)
will spend a few days on holiday, ‘;
before travelling on to Rome. He $
ythen departs again on the long ‘;
flight to South Africa in readiness §
for his impending stage tour§
) there, which begins at Christmas. 1)
His manager, Bernie Lang, is§

) expected in London mext week,$§
yand he will then travel, together 1,
with the Vic Lewis Orchestra, to§
y Johunnesburg within the mext 12 4,
days — arriving simultaneously 1’
y with Johnnie. :,
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Featured with the Show Band
will be the Stargazers, the Show
Band Singers, Alfred Marks,
Gladys Morgan and Lee Young.

There will also be a special broad-
cast by Billy Cotton and his Orches-
tra in ‘*Christmas Band Show,”
which will, of course, include Alan
Breeze and Doreen Stephens. Billy
is also broadcasting on cember 26
and 27, when he takes over the
*“ Housewives’ Choice” programme
for two special disc shows for the
farmily,

ORCHESTRAS

Dance music fans will be well
catered for. On Christmas Eve,
Geraldo and Joe Loss will be play-
ing requests from British servicemen
and civilians overseas in * Dancing
Round the World.” .

On Boxing Day, there will be a
special edition of * BBC Ballroom,”
with the orchestras of Teddy Foster
and Santiago, and the- Alex Welsh
Dixielanders. Singer Patti Lewis will

take part in the cabaret.

DEATH OF

AMERICAN

COMPOSER, PIANIST

AND B

LASI‘ Friday (2nd) Al Good-
hart, famous American com-
poser, died at his New York home
and ended a brilliant career, at the
age of 50.

. Al was responsible for such song
hits as “ I Apologise,” *“ Who Walks
In When I Walk Out,” and * Auf
Wiedersehn, My Dear *~—not the one
recorded by Vera Lynn. |

Film and stage writings also
flowed from his capable pen, and
stars of the Jack Buchanan, Jessie
Matthews calibre performed his
works frequently.

In partnership with Al Hoffman
and - Maurice Sigler, he wrote the
scores for numerous films in Britain
for Gaumont-British, and the material
produced formed the basis of the
Cinephonic Music Company’s cata-

logue.

** She Shall Have Music ” was one
of thesc films which featured Jack
Hylton—then in his bandleading

heyday.

fn 1938, Goodhart returned to
America after four years in this
country, and toured during the last
war as an entertainer with the USO
companies.

One of his early big hits, written
in 1935 and sung by Jessie Matthews,
was * Everything’s In Rhythm With
My Heart ”—a song which still crops
up on request programmes.

‘COW COwW' WRITER

ETERAN American blues
pianist and singer, Charlie
(Cow Cow) Davenport, died in
Cleveland, Ohio, on December 2.
He was sixty. |
Davenport recorded a number of
almost forgotten sides during the
‘twenties and ’thirties, but one of his
piano solos, * Cow éow Blues,” be-

JRDS
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U 8214
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e heart of Texas

u HLF 8216

ASSIST

came something of a jazz classic.

He is also credited with the com-
position of * You Rascal, You” (a
perennial novelty feature for Louis
Armstrong, Woody Herman and
others) and *“Mama Don’'t Allow
It” (the traditionalists’ favourite
** meet-the-boys’ number).

Another U.S. jazzman whose pass-
ing has been reported this week is
bassist Alvin_ (junior) Raglan, a
former Duke Ellington sideman who
replaced the late Jimmy Blanton
with Duke in 1941, and can be heard
on Ellington's HMV recordings of
the period. : .

Raglan, who was thirty-cight when
he died, left Ellington after a com-

rative'ly short stay. Little had

een heard of him in recent years.

TWO BIRTHDAY
DATES FOR LOSS

JOE LOSS is celebrating his 25th
anniversary as a bandlgader
on two occasions this week-end.

Tomorrow (Saturday), the actual
anniversary of the day he first led
a dance-band, Joe will be appearing
with his vocalist, Rose Brennan, in
Gerry Wilmot’s ATV * Music Shop,”
in which some of the highlights of
Joe'’s career will be recalled.

On Sunday, impresario Ed W.
Jones will be presenting the full Loss
Orchestra, with vocalists Rose Bren-
nan, Larry Gretton and Ross Mac-
Manus, in a Silver Jubilee Concert
at Birmingham Hippodrome.

It was Ed Jones who promoted
Joe's first Sunday concert at Guild-
ford in 1934.

DOLLIMORE STAYS
WITH GERALDO

PIANIST Ralph Dollimore is
not now leaving the Geraldo
Orchestra as previously announced.
He has agreed to stay with the
band indefinitely, but will concen-
trate more on playing jazz.

Ralph, who first came into the
limelight with the now-defunct Kenny
Graham  Afro-Cubists, has been
associated with Geraldo for almost
two years.
| The Geraldo office stated on Tues-
day that no replacement has yet
been fixed for Frank Donnison, who
leaves after four years with the
orchestra. It is rumoured, however,
that bassist Jack Honeyman. may be
joining.

Trombonist Joe Cordell has also
left the Geraldo ranks after a
lengthy stay. Again, no replacement
has been fi and, in the mean-
time, Maurice Pratt is deputising.

JONES, ARNOLD TV SERIES

ORMER Joe Loss stalwarts,

singer Howard Jomes and
trumpeter Reg Arnold, get their
first showing on commercial TV
on December 17.

They have been booked to appear
in the Richard (Mr. Pastry) Hearne
series, which succeeds Billy Cotton
in the * Saturday- Showtime " pro-
gramme, They will appear in this

peak-view spot for a six-week run.|

IGHLIGHT of the BBC's Christmas programme on sound radio
will be a Christmas Day broadcast by Cyril Stapleton and the
BBC Show Band in a special variety show, * Christmas Crackers.”

The following day (Dec. 27), Ted
Heath’s Band will be featured in a
one-hour programme, together with
the Ray FEllington Quartet and
Marion Ryan.

Jack Payne is to team up with
Jean Metcalfe in a disc programme
titled ‘ Jean, Jack and Jingle,” in
which they will play their favourite
records from the past year.

TV HIGHSPOTS

The Christmas fare to be supplied

by the BBC-TV service includes
* Pantomania "—their own panto-
mime—and will feature Jill Day as
* Prince Charming ” -and Jack Payne
as one of the * Ugly Sisters,”” which
will be televised on Christinas Eve.
. Also scheduled is the special Box-
ing Day edition of ‘‘Off The Record”
which . was exclusively revealed in
the NME two weeks ago.

TV has also changed the date of
Eric Robinson’s * Music For You”
programme which has been switched
to Christmas Day from December 28.
Frank .Chacksfield and his Orchestra
will fill in for Eric on that date.

Last-minute news as we close for
press is that Harry Roy will conduct
a large orchestra for a special Richard
Afton TV variety show at 4.15 p.m.

on Boxing Day. ]
Apart from two fleeting solo
appearances, this will be Harry's

first TV show with his orchestra for
four years.

OLIN HOGG has left the Ted
Heath organisation after six
years as the band’s Road Manager,
He is expected to take up a TV
production appointment soon.
Another departure—this time from
Philips Records—was that of Ex-
ploitation Manager Harry Walters,
who left last Friday. He was the
last remaining member of the team
which launched Philips Records in
this- country three years ago.

ands and singers in hig Bl
radio, TV Xmas

C

rogrammes

BRITISH STARS FOR
BIG DANISH SHOW

HREE British musical stars—Norrie Paramor, stellar trumpeter
Eddie Calvert, and singer Billie Anthony—make their first appear-
ance in Denmark on Sunday (December 11).

NEW TV
SHOW BAND
SERIES FOR

APRIL ?

NEGOTIA'TIONS began this
week for the BBC Show Band
to commence a new TV series at
the beginning of April.

Show Band leader Cyril Stapleton
told the NME: “1 discussed the
matter with Ronald Waldman (BBC-
TV variety chief) carlier this week
and was delighted at his reaction to
the ‘current series. i

“He mentioned the possibility of a
weekly show when we return to
TV .. . but, with all our other com-
mitments, I feel' that fortnightly
presentations are more suitable.”

News of @& concrete agreement are
now awaited, but meanwhile the last
televised ‘“‘Show Band Show’’ of the
present series will be transmitted this
Sunday.

Guest _artists include Joan Regan
and Eamonn Andrews (who will re-
create his recent “Shifting, Whisper-
ing Sands” narrative recording).

PIANIST-VIBIST Bill Le Sage,
musical director of the Tony
Kinsey Quartet, was taken ill with
chicken-pox on Tuesday, and ex-
pects to be out of action for at
least ten days.

This NME picture
shows Tito Burns,
in his agent’s capa-
city, and orchestra
leader Harry Leader
appraising their
lucky black cat mas-
cot following their
successful  conclu-
sion of an important
contract.

The contract
means that Harry
and his Orchestra
will have a five
months’ resident
spot entertaining the
holiday dancers at
Bridlington, York-
shire, next summer.

Only a few
months ago, Harry

HARRY LEADER'S
SUMMER RESIDENCE
AT BRIDLINGTON

left a resident job
in London after a lengthy association
to take his band on the road for a
a qne-night stand tour of the
provinces.

Prior to his leaving for America,
well-known instrumentalist Victor
Feldman helped Harry by rehearsing
the band for their tour.

DEEPS BUSY

DURING their current variety

tour engagement at Finsbury
Park Empire—their second suc-
cessive week at this venue—the
Deep River Boys have been fully
occupied with several other ven-
tures whilst in London.

On Tuesday of this week, they
recorded new titles with the accom-
paniment of Sid Phillips and his
Orchestra for the HMV label. As
the result of their success with the
Billy Cotton ATV show last Satur-
day evening, they will make a
return appearance tomorrow (Decem-
ber 10).

In addition, the ** Dceps™ have
also pre-recorded a series of Radio
Luxembourg broadcasts, which will
be transmitted early in 1956—after
their return to America next week.

INGER Roberta Barnes leaves
Harry’ Gold and his Pieces of
Eight next week. She will be replaced

by Betty Taylor, who was with the
band when it was first formed.

The event is the annual concert
promoted by the Aalborg daily
newspaper, * Stiftstidende,” in the
Aalborg Hall—a new auditorium
which is reputed to be one of the
finest in Europe. All proceeds
from the event are to be donated
to the poor children of the city.
. For Norrie, it will be the first
time he has conducted an_ orchestra
outside this country. Fifteen of
Denmark’s leading musicians, drawn
from the Radio Station Orchestra
will be under his baton, and he will
also é)]ay solo piano.

Eddie Calvert’s popularity in Den-
mark is almost as mationwide as in
this country.

Danish music lovers hailed a
“new voice*’ when Billie Anthony’s
‘* Boom, Boom, Boomerang”™ was
first released. Now her recordings
of “Banjo Is Back In Town" and.
“ Ten Little Kisses” are selling in
thousands.

Over 4,000 seats for the concert
have already been sold, and other
top-line Danish artists are also billed
to appear. The show is being
broadcast throughout Denmark.

The three artists left London Air-
port on Friday morning.

BILLY DANIELS
WILL OPEN
AT GLASGOW

WHEN Billy Daniels begins his
next British variety tour on
April 22—partnered as usual by
pianist Benny Payne—he will open
with a two-week booking at
Glasgow Empire.

This will be followed by a visit to
the Empire, Edinburgh (commencing
May 7) and subsequent appearances
at Moss Empire theatres at New-
castle, Birmingham, Manchester
Leeds, Liverpool, Finsbury Park and
Brighton. .

Radio and TV dates are also being
negotiated by Billy’s British repre-
sentative, Leslie Macdonnell.

5 NEW SONGS
FOR HEATH FILM

THE George Minter wide-screen

production film “ It’s a Great
Life "—starring Ted Heath in the
dual capacity of actor and band-
ledder—will introduce five new
specially written songs.

Whilst official confirmation has
not yet been received, it is under-
stood that former Heath vocalist—
Dennis Lotis—will have a strong role
(as himself) in this production.

Shooting commences in January—
and a spectacular finale depicting &
Royal Command Show at the London
Palladium is planned.
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Skeletons in the

by

SUSPECT the existence of a
skeleton or two in the record
cupboard of most musicians I
know, The skeletons are never
brought out to dance, and are
usually packed away in. some in-
wccssnble recess, buried by piles
of what is consndercd more
acceptable by toda J;s standards.
But they remain there to reassure
their owners that once upon a time
their tastes were quite different from
what they are now su ed to be.
The current trend the record
companies  to rcissue long-playing
tracks of old jazz sides has had the
effect of refreshing my memory as
to what it was I listened to in the
days when I was trying to leare
something about the saxophone. I
am surprised to find that, after ten
years, what excited me then excites
me now

BILLIE HOLIDAY

I say surprised, because I assumed,
without really going into the matter,
that ten years of palais-de-danse,
one-night stands and Income Tax
atears had crushed my original
enthusiasm.

I am forced to confess, howevcr,
with blushes of shame aimred in
direction of some of my musloal

friends, that there is still a great deal band

FAY BLAIR (ALIAS JUDY LAYNE)
IN VARIETY

of comparauvely ancient jazz which
gives me much pleasure to listen to.
What the neighbours will say when
they discover that I still possess the
first gra.mophonc record 1 ever
bought, “ Singin’ The Blues” with
Bix and Trumbauer, I cannot
lmagine, but there it is.
y be excused the case of
Singin’ The Biucs™ if only on
sendimental grounds. But I can put
up no such defence when it comes
to my recent listening, which.involves
s period and a group of musicians

br nearer to the contcorporary
scene than Bix.
I refer to the Wilson-Holiday

recordings of the middle and late
‘thirties, which Philips have been
ewkward enough to issue on two
LPs quite rccently.

I have learned from bitter experi-
once that Billie Holiday is one of the
most -controversial artists ever to
bave committed herself to wax. I
k.now musicians who sce eye to eye

every aspect of Jazz — except

Blllie Holiday.
inions 1n the Ronnie Scott
band varied from un-

reasoned, uncritical devotion to the
Holiday cause of Jimmie Deuchar
and myself, through the indifference
of those. who had actually never
heard her. 10 the violent detestation

Cupboard

two of our number who insisted
thcy preferred Vera Lynn.

Whatcver the merits of Billie
Holiday, I find that listening to her
now has the same effect upon me as
# did ten years ago. . She is one of
the very, very few jazz singers who
are not a source of constant embar-
rassment to me.

It is very refreshing to discover
the virtue of constancy in oneself,
and I am declighted that I am
deflighted by her twemy-year—old
tracks of * Miss Brown To You,”
*“ What A Little Moonlight Can Do ™
and * I Wished On The Moon,” and
the more recent * I Must Have That
Man " and “ When You're Smilin'."

LESTER YOUNG

In answer to the relevant question,
“Did the superb backing to the
vocals have .mymmg to do with your
sustained  intergst 77, 1 reply with
characteristic evasiveness, * Possibly,
but I would still have listened to
the tracks had there been no backing
at all,”” which, being an impossible
hygothesns, leaves us all well satisfied.

those whose musical education
focs back no further than early Diz,

ommend these sides because of
the presence on several of them of
the genius of Lester Young, who is
the source of far more of the
modern conception than most of us
realise.

And in case same of my readers
think it is passé to listen to these
sides, let mc reassure them by telling
them that when, in 1953, the Kenton
band appeared in England at a
concert for U.S. personnel, Lee
Konitz spent his warming-up ume in
the bandroom playing over Lester’s
eighteen-year-old solo with the Basie
of a little jazz vehicle called

“ Twelfth Street Rag™ and, when
questioned on the subject, found his
own vocabulary quite inadcquate to
cxpress the admiration he felt for
Lester.

KONITZ TRIBUTE

Konitz is not the only onc who
has takem the trouble to learn
Lester’s choruses off note for note.
I once did it myself, memorising his
t’wo wonderful choruses on * Lady

Good ” with the Basie Quintet.

I then proceeded to ruin the
function 1 was performing at, some
unfortunate  couple’s wedding, |
believe, by playing the whole sixty-
four bars note perfect, two beats
behind the rest of the band.

Of Lester’s contribution to the
modern school and the thousands of
saxophonists he has radically
influenced over the past twent
years, from Getz to Quinichette,
was reminded by his incredible
anachronistic solos on the Hohday
tracks of *“ When You're Smilin’,
and “I Must Have That Man."

IS jazz losing jts grip on fans in

Yorkshire’s West Riding?
Bob Barclay, manager and leader
of the Yorkshire Jazz Band, and
{owrer of Leeds’ only established

Goodman and Eldridge are thrown{jazz club—the Oasis—says “Yes!”,

in for good measure but it is Lester
who oatches the ear.

His duets with Billie on * Laughin’
At Life,” * Without Your Love,”
and “Time On My Hands” are
among the most pleasurable things I
have cver encountered in jazz.

You may notice how [ am using
the indisputable greatness of Lester
Young as a bart to hook more
Holiday fans.

And now, in deference to the
tyranny of the times, away with the
old-fashioned augmented dominant
scventh Lester is so fond of. Back,
with a  wistful glance over the
shoulder, to the tediously familiar
strains of the flattened ninth.

ON the bill at Hackney Empire
singing name.

dance band followers.
The name Judy Layne hides

and Tito Burns vocalist Fay
Blair.

Following highly successful tours
on the <Continent appearing  in

cabaret, Judy made quite a tefresh-
 ing debut on stage—particularly as
she has a trained voice. There are,
of course, one of two slight * begin-
ner’s -errors * which will be sorted
out in good time.

For the interest of our female

green and white evening gown, which
almost stole the show.

A triflc nervous perhaps, at times,
she nonetheless got a well-deserved
ovation from a Max Miller fan
audience, which, believe me, takes
some doing.

Normally a singer of standards,

the identity of ex-Carl Barriteau |«

readers, Judy wore a breath-taking |

this week appeared another “new"

1 quote the word new because the name itself
is unfamiliar but the person behind it may be fairly well known to

Judy bowed to the popular song
boom ‘and applause for the
pops ’ proved the wisdom of her
O tank tha
that with the right “breaks”
:ﬂdt handling this girl could make
ite an impression in the al
overcrowded ranks of solo sufgggsy
It is 200d to hear someone with no
gimmicks—someonc who is * dif-
ferent.”

By the way, Judy is not a record- §

ing star—yet! JIMMY WATSON
The reccntly re-formed Dankworth
Seven will be featured gucsts at the
Fleet Street Jazz Chub at lunchtime
today (Friday). This is a further
step in the club’s policy of present-
ing both traditional and modern
jazz. The Seven can, of course, also
be hcard every Monday mght at
the Mapleton Hotel,

and points to the decline in attend-
ances at the club;

Less than one tenth of a total
membership of 2,600 turn up at
meetings even when London stars are
the attractions.

Barclay said: * Without better
support, I am afraid that the club
may have to close and Leeds wxll
become a city without regular jazz.’

Sunday concerts at nearby Brad-
ford are not immune from the
present trend of declining box-office
receipts. A pumber of recent promo-
tions at the St.  George’s Hall—the
well-known Bradford venue — have
suffered from lack of support.

Does the answer lie in bigger and
nmrore  expensive offerings, i.e., Sun-

day’s forthcoming show at the
Gaumont, which Is to present
Frankie Vaughan; the Jack Parpell

Orchestra plus trumpet star Kenny
Baker and his Quartet—or is it true

too many bands are going the
rounds and that there are not enoligh
jazz-minded fans to give adequate
support ?

R *x
Bandleader - tru er Gordon
Homer has acquired the lease of the

Starlight Room Baliroom, Leeds.

Opening at the Starli ht last week-
end the Homer regular personne)
Jincludes :—  altoist illy White;
tenorist Phil Gauwnt; trumpeter
Arpold Kersh (returnmg to music
after a period of macuvny) and
Bob Peel-—-recently with the Gaiety
Club Orchestra (Bradford).

Remaining rcgular  personnel to
complete the Homer eight-picce are
yet to be si

Gordon Homer told the NME that,
although his current policy is to use
his own outfit as resident band, he
himseif is contemplating a qomplde
switch over to the managerial side.
A decision, if taken in favour of
management, may involve the dis-
banding of the Homer personacl
early in the New Year.

*

A get-together of the Robbins
Music organisation took place at
the Café de Paris, when Manto-
vani and - his personal manager
George Elrick were the guests,
Going round the table from the
extreme left, the picture showsg
Maurice Scopp (Director of
Robbins, New York); Paddy
Crookshank (European Manager
of Robbins, New York); Mrs.
Alan Holmes, Mrs. Mantovani,
Alun Holmes (General Manager,
Robbins, England); Abe Olman
(Director of Robbins, New
Mr. and Mrs. George
Mauntovani and Mrs.
Crookshank.

*

NORTHERN

hy RON DRAKE

The switch of ~Mecca bands
between Ilford and Leeds has been

effected with only three personnel

clfanges. Saxist Billy White elected
to stay in the north following his
stay at Leeds Locarno with Derek
Sinclair,

To replace Billy in his Ilford
bound crew Derek signed ex-Teddy
Foster alto and baritone saxist
Jimmy Wallace.

Jimmy came in alongside: Don
Mackintosh (reeds and accordion);
Terry Recaney (trumpet) ; Bob Hartley
(piano); Jefi Todd (drums) and Les
Watterson™ (bass).

* *

*

. Bandleader-saxist  Alan
signed ex-Teddy Foster brass men,
trombonist Phill Stillitt and (rum-
peter Bushey Thompson, for hxs
debut at Leeds last Monday.
replace Jas  Franklin and Mickey
Weaver rcspectively, who have —
also respecuvely-—-yomcd bandleaders
Roy Kimber and Roy Kenton.

Remaining  members  of  Alan’s
eleven-piece band are:—Benny Litch-
field (trumpet); Peter Phillips, |
Nornman Goodall, Charlie Gregory :
and. Norman James (saxes) — the
latter also doubles on vocals; To
Leaney {piano), Alan Lloyd (dru.ms)
and Tony Murrello (bass). Alan him-
self leads on alto-sax and clarinet.

* * *
IN BRIEF

Bandleader Billy Hey—resident af
the Gaumont Ballr ., Bradford, is
not to replace singer Pauline Somers
(formerly known as Pauline Walker)

who left his band last week to visit |

London and has since retnrned north
to joir—it is understood—Feather-
stone leader Normun Longbottom.
Billy Hey has since added trumpeter
Horace Whitely to his brass section
Les Garratt has replaced singer
Tina Wadsworth with Rita Kerrigan
in his Textile Ballroom at Brad-
ford . . . Irish pop singer Grace
O'Connor debuts on TV December
16 in Barney Colehan’s ** Rhyme

Hurst|

'NEWS

And Rhythm” programme.
on the programme: Tony Brent,
Norman George, Dennis Newey, all-
girl vocal group The Three Skylarks,
and the Jimmy Leach Dixieland
Band, . . .

NVO gets permanent studio — the
Playhouse Thcatre, Hulme, thereby
freeing Studio One at Broadcastmg
House to some extent . , .

Zenith Six trombonist Malcolm
Lacey 1is well-known Lancs. tennis
champion—he played at Wimbledon
last year . . . Yorks Jazz Band have
had a change of banjoist, Brian
Goldsbro replacing Jim Onbome

' JOHNNIE GRAY
BAND FOR
HOLLAND IN RITA
REY EXCHANGE

POPULAR Johaonie Gray and
| Iis Band of the Day have
been signed for a four-week
scason at the Casino, Amsterdam,

{ beginning on Januari'!J ,
Duich singing star, Rita Rey, and
i her group (which includes her hus-
nd, drummer Wessel Ilcken) will
|stan a four-week British tour the
same day on a reciprocal cxchange

basns, as_announced carlier,
The Gray tour is being handled
Harold Davison in collaboration
wnth Dmch agent Lou Van Rces.
utch and English—

h.a.ve sancuoned the exchange.

Johnnie will leave with his full

band, and singer Patti Lane, on
Jammry Tb;a' will play at the
Casino six nights a week, and

television and radie dates are being
arranged. In addition, the band may
also play a few Sunday concert
dates.

Rita Rey and her combo will play
four nights each week at the
American NCO's Club, Burtonwood,

whilst m Enf;}aqd bm agent Txto
IBums Lmng up other
engagements The NME under-

stands that she may broadcast with
the Tubby Hayes Band.

N MACKINTOSH
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Solé 'Representation:
30 GLOUCESTER MANSIONS, ' CAMBRIDGE- CIRCUS; LONDON, W.C.2
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+TEM 2816
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28 CARR LANE, BIRKDALE, SOUTHPORT

with MARION RYAN

Phone: Southport 77141-2

22 LEDWAY DRIVE,

JOE DANIELS

ALL STAR BAND

PLAYING THE DANCIEST MUSIC—PLUS ENTERTAINMENT !

WEMBLEY PARK, MIDDX.

ARNOLD 4643

% STAR CLARINETTIST v

LEN LEWIS

AND HIS MUSIC
NOW AVAILABLE:
106 POWERSCROFT ROAD,
CLAPTON, LONDON, E.8
AMHERST BS17

ALLNATT

AND HIS OHRCHESTRA
70, Haydons Mond,
loudon, 3.W.19.
LIBerty 4913, WiMbledon 4478,

TED
HEATK

23 Albemarie Street,
London, W.1

(HYDe Park 0512)

ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.

LANgham MORLEY HOUSE
1212/3 REGENT STREET
2323/4 LONDON—W.1

JERRY

% AND HIS TRIO %

CONCERTS and ONE-NIGHT STANDS
Tite Burns Direction, 39, Wardour Street, W.l.
Other Euquiries ;3 BRIDGES & McAUSLAND LTD.,

75-717, Shaftesbury Avenue,

Leondon,

ALLEN

GER 6282

W.1. Tel.: GER 8321 and 2068

“THE BAND THAT ENTERTAINS”

DENNY BOYGE

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
with MAXINE DANIFLS

Resident: Orchid Baliroom, Purley
Vacant: THURSDAYS & SUNDAYS

f TALBOT GDNS,, ILFORD, ESSEX

REEVEN KINGS 0237

ROY KENTON|

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
“GOOD BYE—DON'T FORGET IT”

Personal Manager:
DOUG PROUDLEY
HAYES 4741 REL 13382

JIMMY

“ORGANOLA "

LEAC]

HIS HAMMOND ORGAN
AND

ALL-STAR BAND

Southport 35 Balfour Road,
271 Southport

TEDDY

FOSTER

CUN 5412
GER 7092/3/4

HOWARD BAKER

AND HIS BAND
Available for one night stands
especially Fridays. Cabaret al

supplied.
89, GLENWOOD GARDENS,
ILFORID), ESSEX. Valentine 404

K. SAXOPHONE HIMSELF

DAVE SHAND

ND HIS ORCHESTRA
All Enquiries :
107—-111, NEW OXFORD ST.,
w.C.2. COVent Garden 201}

Write :

FREDDY RANDALL

AND HIS BAND

Now booking direct with all Promoters, Proprletors&Agents
24 CHESTER ROAD, CHIGWELL, ESSEX
Telephone: HAINAULT 5299

MARTIN (VIBES) |

SLAVIN

and his NEW MUSIC

. Eng: 17 GREENCROFT GARDENS, N.W.6
MAI 9006 PAD 6970,

AL PODESTA
& His DANCE Band

Enq: 33 Sheen Road, Richmond
RiChmond 4527 |
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American Air-mail
Sinatra and Sammy Davis, Jr.

Co-starring in ‘Jazz Train’ film

FRANK SINATRA will produce a film version of * The Jazz Train”

in March, 1957.

Davis, Jor.

He'll co-star in the production with Sammy
Frank will play the manager of a troupe putting on a

musical show for the Air Force, and Sammy will appear as the
producer and choreographer of the troupe.

Sinatra has just begun filming
his first mdependent production,
*Johnny Concho,” in which he
also stars. FEarly in Jamnary
Sinatra reports to MGM to co-star

with. Bing Crosby and Grace Kelly .

in “High Society,” a revised
musical version of *The Phila-
delphia Story ” with new music
by Cole Porter.

Sinatra, easily the busiest
business personality in the States,
has also signed to star in “The
Joker Is Wild,” a dramatic biog-
raphy of mght club comedian Joe

show

E. Lewls. This project is set for the
fall of 1956 at the Paramount
studios

* * *

The contracts have been signed for
Johnnie Ray’s first South African
tour. As of press time, the starting
date appears to be December 23, and
Johnnie will be in South Africa from
three to four weeks. He’ll cover
Johannesburg, Durban and Cape
Town, The size of the fee to be pald
him is being kept secret, but it's
assuredly a large one. Late i in January,
after Johnnie returns here, he starts
making another film for 20th
Century-Fox . . .

Another forthcoming musical film
will star Ava Gardner and Howard
Keel. It’s to be a new version of
Eugene O°Neill’s straight drama,
“Anna Christie” . . . Metropolitan
Opera star Lucia Albanese has been
signed by Warner Brothers to sing
opposite  Mario Lanza in thc
“Othello” scquence of * Serenade.”
Also from the Met in the picture is
attractive Jean Femn who sings with
Lanza in the Rodolfo duet from “La
Boheme”

Marian McPartland may possibly
go to England around January 15 for
a month during which period, if the
trip materialises, she 1is Hhkely to
appear on the BBC and fulfil other
engagements .

* * *

Frank Sinatra has become the third
honorary member of Local 47, the
Los Angeles branch of the American
Federation of Musicians. His pre-
decessors were Bing ‘Crosby and Bob
Hope. The award was given *in
recognition of Sinatra's work and the
employment he has given-local musi-
cians

Bing Crosby, who has not been
making records with much frequency
in the past year, cut scveral new
Decca singles this week. Included was
a duet with Peggy Lee . . Desi
Arnaz, co-star of the “I Love Lucy”
TV series, has returned to records
via the MGM label. Arnaz is a
former bandleader and at one time
recorded regularly in a Latin-
American vein . . .

Bill Haley’s remarkably prosperous
career continues to flounish, It looks,
as of present counting, that his re-
cording of “Rock Around The Clock”
will sell 2,000,000 copies. Bill is also

by NAT

HENTOFF

set to star in a Columbia picture with
the hit song doubling as its title . . .

Another large-scale, though much
newer hit recording is “Sixteen Tons”
by Tennessee Ernie Ford on Capitol.
The disc is one of the fastest bieak-
ng hits of the year. It’s based on an
old folk tune, and is one of the most
engaging pop records in some time

EMI will manufacture and dis-
tribute Capitol Records in Australia,
beginning January 1 . .

Invitations went out this week for
the first major New York press pre-
view of “The Benny Goodman Story”
December 13. A report on the even-
ing will be filed in this column . . .

* * *

20th Century-Fox is preparing a
large exploitation campaign concern-
ing the fact that Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s ‘‘Carousel” is the first
motion picture filmed in the “re-
volutionary mew 55 mm. Cinema-
Scope process.” The picture, due in
February, co-stars Gordon MacRae
and Shirley Jonmes. Capitol will issue
an LP of highlights from the sound-
track . . .

*

* *

The new Broadway musical by
Rodgers and Hammerstein ** Pipe
Dream " (based on John Steinbeck’s
novel * Sweet Thursday,”) opened
this week with a record-breaking
advance of $1,040,000. Reviews were
lukewarm, but that ‘huge advance
plus the R & H brand name should
assure the production a relatively
fong run. Included in the cast is jazz
trumpeter Ruby Braff, who plays the
réle of Pancho and gets to play in
several sections of the show . . .

Harry Belafonte has become the
first Negro to be starred in the
Empire Room of the Palmer House
Hotel. The 28-year-old precedent,
broken by Belafonte, was cut into
only once before When Dorothy
Dandridge played a sudden one-
nighter in the room because of the
illness of Dorothy Shay. Belafonte
moves on to the plush Eden Roc
hotel in Miami Beach, December 20,
. . . The cast has been taken off
Lionel Hampton’s injured left foot,
and it's reported he’ll attend the pre-
view of “The Benny Goodman Story™
in Hollywood on December 5. ..

Al Hibbler, now at the Blue Note
in Chicago, is Ereparing material for
his first 12 in. LP to be cut by Decca
in Deccmber. He'll also record four
new singles . . . One of the more
expansive recording gimmicks of the
year was the choice of a recording
studio for Johnny Desmond’s recent
recording of four hymns, accom-
panied by an organist. The site

MARION WILLIAMS
2/6 to 6/-

EMPIRE, CHISWICK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18th at 7.30 p.m.
ARTHUR HOWES presents

THE ERIG DELANEY BAND SHOW

DERRICK FRANCIS
CHI 7651

ODEON, ALFRETON

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18th at 530 & 8 p.m.
ARTHUR HOWES presents

THE KIRCHIN BAND

3/- to 6/-

VICKY LANE CLYDE RAY
| 2/6 to 4/6 Tel: 44
REGAL COLCHESTER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18th at 5.30 & 8 p.m.
ARTHUR HOWES presents

TED HEATH & His Music

Tel : 2294

GERALD COHEN (HI“LAI\A__PHI"SI‘.NX‘AIIONS)

TED HEATH AND HIS MUSIC

3 p.m. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

ROYAL HALL,
HARROGATE Tel.: 3649 YORK K 5‘2111‘90'
BRADFORD, ST. GEORGE'S — SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, at 7.30

RONNIE SCOTT & HIS BIG NEW ORCHESTRA

selected was the huge Hoover Dam
because of “the special echo effects
there.” The recordings are to be
used for mental patients’ therapy and
were produced by Dr. Cecil Stokes,
head of the Harmonic-Research Lab
of Los Angeles . . .

Columbia has issued thé first EP
taken from the unusual Frankie
Laine sessions held here recently with
all-star groups of jazzmen under the
direction of Buck Clayton. Called
* Jazz Spec,”
Baby,” “All The Time,” “Taking A
Chance On Love” and “Roses Of
Picardy.” Featured are trombonists
J. J. Johnson and Kai Winding, with
a solid rhythm section of Skeeter
Best, Milt Hinton, Jo Jones and Sir
Charles Thompson . . .

*

* *

Columbia this week has also re-
leased their first LP of the Calvin
Jackson quartet. Pianist-writer Jack-
son, American-born, is now a
Canadian citizen and has long been
a fixture at the Plaza Room of
Toronto’s Park Plaza Hotel which he
leaves occasionally for tours. He is
also starred on his own Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation TV show.

included in his unit is British-born
vibis; Peter Appleyard, who once
played with the RAF Central Band;
drummer Howard Bay, who trained
at the Guildhall School of Music in
London, and also was in the
and bassist Johmny Elwood, a Cana-
dian, who has studied at "the Con-
servatory in Toronto . . .

*

* *

.. . Count Basie has a great new
smgle coupling Wild Bill Davis’s
surging arrangements of “April In
Paris’’ with Joe Williams® singing of
“Roll ’Em, Pete "

Marian McPartland and her hus-
band, Jimmy, have been chosen to
appear on the CBS-TV Sunday morn-
ing religious series, “Look Up And
Live,” under the auspices of the
National Council of Churches of
Christ.

According to an interesting sum-
mary by the network, ‘“Miss McPart-
land’s life story will be used to show
how even people who do not con-
form to certain patterns of living can
understand themselves and their pur-
pose and so play a successful and
productive rdle in life. Born in Eng-
land, Miss McPartland was brought
up in a family of very conservative
tastes that was revolted by the idea
of her playing the type of music she
wanted to play, and the fact that she
wanted to play a piano. The only
concession they would make was for
her to study the violin.

“But Marian persevered, and to-
day is one of the top modern jazz
pianists in the business, Then she
broke another rule. Although she
loves to play free jazz, she has moved
away from the general quintet format
by including on her records a harpist
and cellist who play from scored
music. Her idea is not to create
attenuion, but to discover a new
sound by blending these instruménts
with her piano, drums and bass.”

Marian, by the way, says that if
the new Capnol album utilising harp
and cello does as well as Capitol
executives expect, she may add those
instruments to ner trio for a road
tour.

the EP includes “Baby, -
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This cable was received this week from man-in-the-news Frank Sinatra.

It reads:

“] feel very honored and thankful to all my friends in

Engiand for voting for me in the *New Musical Express’ Poll.
Gratefully—Frank Sinatra.”

THE ALLIGATOR LOGKED
FED-UP !

HE latest in the line of
Britain’s comedy - musicals
takes one alligator, places it in as
many every-day situations as pos-
sible, and waits for laughs. But
“ An Alligator Named Daisy " is
not very funny, and there aren’t
many laughs.

But if the film is disappointing
comically, it.is encouraging musi-
cally in that is shows that pro-
ducers here are becoming ever
more ambmous at presenting
popular music on the screen.

In this case, the hero of the film
is a sort of part-time songwriter,
played by Donald Sinden, so the
story is able to encompass innumer-
able cracks about Denmark Street,
and four musical numbers,

LIVELY NUMBER

Of these, two are quite acceptable.
The first, “In Love For The Very
First Time,” gives Jean Carson a
chance to sing and dance around a
rather ‘sordid little garage with 011
drums and -petrol pumps.

The number by Paddy Roberts is
both lively and memorable, and will
doubtless become very popular when
the film is released.

The only other worthwhile number
in the picture is * Alligator Crawl,”
by Sam Coslow, which we see come-
dian Harry Green composing in his
Denmark Street office. His perform-
ance as song publisher Irving J.
Rosenbloom is tge funniest thing in

DEATH OF M.U.

OFFICIAL

'I‘HE NME regrets to report the
death of Roy J. Bowles,
Central London organiser for the
Musicians’ Union since 1949. He
died from coronary thrombosis.
Prior to taking up his important
position with the Union, Mr. Bowles

played ’cello and string bass. He
had been, connected with the Union
for a number of years. He was 48.

He.- was taken ill two weeks ago
and died in hospital on Sunday. The
funeral took place at Streatham
Crematorium yesterday (Thursday).

We extend our sincere sympathy to
his widow and 10-year-old son.

FREDDY RANDALL BAND

Tonight (Friday): Drill Hall, Pem-
berley; Saturday: Windmill Club,
Rushden ; Sunday: Hippodrome,
Dudley ; Thursday : Padgate,

NAT GONELLA
Monday: Brilish Army Camp, East

Anglia (week).
SID PHELLIPS BAND
Tonight (Friday): Queens Hall, Barn-
staple; Saturday: 400 Ballroom,
Torquay; Sunday: Pavilion, Bath,
ALEX WELSH DIXIELANDERS
Tonight (Friday): Crowle; Saturday:
Guiseley; Sunday: Wood Green; Tues-
day: Barnet; Wednesday: St. Albans,
NAT TEMPLE ORCHESTRA

Tonight (Friday): Festival Hall,
London; Wednesday: Festival Hall,
London.

FRANK WEIR ORCHESTRA

Tonight (Friday): Southampton;
Saturday : Derby ; Monday : Perth ;
Tuesday : Qreenock ; Wednesday :

Aberdeen; Thursday: Inverness.
MALCOLM MITCHELL ORCHESTRA
Tonight (Friday): Holywell; Satur-
day: USAF, Burtonwood; Sunday:
Weston-Super-Mare.
DAVE SHAND BAND

Saturday: USAF, Woodbridge; Sun-
day : Northampton; Wednesday ;
Folkestone.

BOBBY MICKLEBURGH'S BOBCATS
Saturday: Kings Lynn; Monday:
Newark; Tuesday: Newcastle; Wed-
nesday: Redcar.

RONNIE ALDRICH AND SQUADS.
Tonight (Friday): Drill Hall, Slough;
Raturday: Eastbourne.

Week beginning
Decemaer 9

DANNY PURCHES
Monday: Palace Theatre,
(week).

ERIC DELANEY ORCHESTRA
Tonight (Friday): Town Hall, Crewe;

Newcastle

Saturday: Empress Hall, Burnley;
Sunday: Gaumont Theatre, Ipswich;
Tuesday, BBC; Thursday: GQGaiety

Ballroom, Grimsby.

HARRY LEADER ORCHESTRA
Saturday: Newark.

TUBBY HAYES ORCHESTRA
Saturday: Darlington; Sunday: Red-
car; Thursday: Numeaton.

TOMMY WHITTLE ORCHESTRA
Tonight (Friday): Burdon Hall, Wey-
mouth; Saturday: Arden Ballroom,
Bedworth; Sunday: USAF, Upper
Heyford; Tuesday: Orchid Ballroom,
Purley; Thursday: Cresta Baliroom,
Luton.

KIRCHINS BAND
Tonight (Friday):
Saturday: Town Hall, Loughborough;
Sunday: Windsor Theatre, Bearwood;
Thursday: Corn Exchange, Newark,

JOHNNIE GRAY BAND
Sunday: Hippodrome, Dudley; Thurs-
day: Central Baliroom, Aldershot.

VIC LEWIS ORCHESTRA.

Tonight (Friday): Savoy Ballroom,
Southsea; Saturday: Palais, Peter-
borough; Sunday: USAF, Sculthorpe;
Thursday: New Rink Ballroom,
Sunderland.

RONNILE SCOTT ORCHESTRA
Tonight (Friday): Town Hall,
Cheltenham; Saturday: Festival Hall,
East Kirkby; Sunday: Regal Cinema,
Edmonton.

Palals, Stockton;

.

the film, although hardly accurate or
complimentary to the business.

Ken Mackintosh and his Orchestra
pop up every so often on the Techni-
color Vistavision screen with the
moustached maestro himself waving
a nifty baton, and a brief appearance
is also permitied for his singers Don
Cameron and Kenny Bardell. The
film’s background music was arranged
and directed by Stanley Black.

The picture on the whole is
colourful, slick, and tries very bhard.
Jean Ca'rson1 as an alligator-loving
zoo-keeper, is not well served by her

art; James Robertson Justice bel-

ows in customary form through the
role of a millionaire, and Diana
Dors, complete with  pale-blue
Cadillac,. slinks about as his daugh-
ter.

Donald Sinden accurately repre-
sents the new line of slightly baffled
British heroes, and tbe supporting
cast inclodes all too brief guest
appearances by Frankie Howerd,
Gilbert Harding and Jimmy Edwards.

The title role is ‘played by a

-foot, six-year-old alligator, who
thoroughly fed
who'lc affair; would it be too
unkind to say that his attitude is
really quite understandable.

MW,

up -with thejd

MUSIC IN THE
MARTIN MANNER
SCORESat LEICESTER

AY MARTIN and his

Orchestra made on¢ of their
rare out-of-town appearances last
Sunday (4th) when they played a
concert at the De Montfort HaM,
Leicester.

Presented by Arthur Kimbrell, the
show was much to the liking of an
audience numbering nearly 2,000,
and the 40-piece orchestra, under the
baton of its dapper leader, featured
many of the compositions associated
with the Martin Manner—** Begor-

rah.” * Walizing Bugle Boy,” * Blue
Tango,” “Marching Strings,”
“Tango Of The Bells,”” * Walizing
Cat,” etc.

Max Jaffa was featured in two
violin solos, and pianist Frank Cook
also had a spot.

BARBARA’S DEBUT

The concert was auspicious in that
it marked the public debut, as a
singer, of Columbia recordmg artist,
Barbara Lyon, and there is no doubt
about it that this glamorous youn
lady — with the lovely voice an:
looks to match — is all set for
stardom in her new, vocal sphere.

She sang her recordin
mcludmg the ever-populgar ?tow~
away,” with which she is inseparably
associated — and completely capti~
vated the audience.

Good contrast to her type of sing-
ing was the robust, full-throated
vocals of Bryan Johnson, whose
renditions of such favourites as
“ Man From Laramie,” *Love Is A
Many Splendored Thing,” * Yellow
Rose Of Texas,” ctc., were extremely
effective. This young man has style,
presence and a most easy manner
on_stage.

Surprise item that set the seal on
an excellent evening’s entertainment
was the appearance of Bebe Daniels
and Ben Lyon, who travelled from
London through the fog to see their
daughter’s most successful d

Ben Lyon came on the platform
to exchange spontancous gags with
Ray Martin that the audience
thoroughly enjoved.

EDDIE PALMER LEAVES

Pianist-novachordist Eddie Paimer,
who opened with Derck Spanswick's
resident band at the Club de la Cote
"Azur last week, is leaving the band
shortly to concentrate on freelance
work.

He told the NME this week that
the arrangement was only a teme

porary one.

GAUMONT,

JACK JACKSON * EDNA

3/- to 6/-

ED. W. JONES

ANNOUNCES - HIS
ORTHCOMING CONCERT ATTRACTIONS %

SUNDAY, 11th DECEMBER, 6 & 8.30 p.m.

with THE KEN MACKINTOSH BAND SHOW

= —

¥

LEWISHAM

SAVAGE « FRAN DOWIE

LEE 1331

BARBARA LYON,

3/- to 6/-

REGAL, EDMONTON
SUNDAY, 11th DECEMBER, 6 & 8.40 p.m.

TERRY SCOTT, BILL McGUFFIE, RAY BURNS
with the RONNIE SCOTT BAND SHOW

BiLL MAYNARD

EDM 5223

HIPPODROME

2/6 to 6/-

‘SUNDAY, 11th DECEMBER, 7 p.m.

JOELOSS ‘SILVER JUBILEE’ CONCERT

JOE LOSS and his ORCHESTRA
ROSE BRENNAN ® LARRY GRETTON * ROSS MacMANUS

BIRMINGHAM

MIDLAND 2576

STARGAZERS

ODEZON, ROMFORD
SUNDAY, 18th DECEMBER, 5.30 & 8 p.m.

BETTY MILLER
i tho JACK PARNELL BAND, SHOW

WALLY DUNN

THIS SUNDAY, DEC.

PRICES 3/-,

GAUMCNT, IPSWICH
11th at 5.30 & 8 p.m.
THE

ERIC DEI.ANEY BAND SHOW

STARRING

ERIC DELANEY

MARION WILLIAMS » DERRICK FRANCIS

and a Galaxy of Star Musicians
4/‘0

5/- & 6/-
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LAST Sunday night saw

Britain’s top singing star,
Dickie Valentine, once more
on the stage of the number

one variety theatre.  This
time it was Dickie’s return
visit to the Palladium TV
show and he handled the

appearance in his usual first-
class manner.

Dickie pleased the ear and eye
with two “pops” followed by an
excellent rendering of a Tolchard
Evans ballad—* Song Of The
Trees.”

From there he skipped over to
his other voices and kicked off
with his fantastic impression of
rival David Whitficld. This must
rank with his Johnnie Ray take-
off as his top feature, If David
has not yet had the opportunity
to hear ‘himself” as Dickie
portrays him, then he should do
so as soon as possible—I'm sure
he will like what he hears,

To follow came his typically
sensational “Cry-Guy”—but this
time using new material—‘Oh
You Beautiful Doll.”

For the finale—I think it was
the finale, as the cameras faded
out half-way through the number
— Dickie had brought along
another of his friends. This time
Al Jolson and he was supported
on stage by Peter Glover and the
dancers.

Unfortunately, despite his great
performance, Dickie didn’t look
too good on the screen. He
appeared rather drawn and tired
—and didn’t seem to be wearing
make-up. However, this may have
been caused by the tremendous
amount of travelling he has had
recently for Luxembourg record-

ings.

Also on this show I had my
first-ever viewing of that famous
French songstress Patachou. What
a breath of fresh air she brought
to TV! And what glamour she
oozed—dressed in a simple blouse
and skirt. This girl doesn't need
any. gorgeous evening gowns to
win over her audience.

She is, by the way, also an
outstanding artist. Her rendering
in French of ‘“Rue Lepic’’—the
French equivalent of Hammer-
smith Broadway, which also at
one time housed famous painter
Vincent Van Gogh—was enchant-

The name
for fine

CLARINETS
MARTIN

3 Boehm System
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ONLY
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usual Dealer
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ROSE, MORRIS & €0.,-LTD.

83/85 Paul Street, London, E.C.2.-

ing. And her English explanation
of the song equally so.

' From “South Pacific,”” Patachou
selected “I'm In Love With A
Wonderful Guy.” This proved her
capability of handling an English
lyric expertly—and tunefully.

A really terrific show in keeping
with the rest of the series—but
why, oh way, does the running
time have to get out of hand,
making fade-outs necessary ?

NO bouquets—no brickbats; no
outstanding  successes — no
outstanding failures. These com-
ments, in a few words, summarise
last Monday’s * Off The Kecord ™
TV offering by the BBC.
Jack Payne’s slicker announce-
ments—with less superfluous re-
marks than has been the recent
tendency—did a great deal to
revive the smooth pace of the
programme, His introductions
were tasteful and concise; the
transatlantic telephone interview
with Jean Caison in New York
was interesting.
Whiist welcoming back the
inimitable Ambrose to TV screens
it is a pity that * The Bluebell
Polka ” did not appear to be the
most suitable choice of title to
exploit the orchestra’s capabilities.
Furthermore, viewers only had
a brief glimpse at Ambrose’s face.
The manner in which the maestro
half turned during the opening
chorus to acknowledge the
audience was a typical touch of
Ambrose showmanship.
.However, producer Francis
Essex should give careful con-
sideration to the important pro-
blem of how a non-playing leader
can have the spotlight on his face.
In the previous programme,
Geraldo suffered in the same way
as Ambrose; if it is not possible
to position a camera to obtain the
desired effect, the solution might
be to let the orchestra leader
announce his own item, Then
viewers at lcast will have some
idea .of what he looks like.
It would also enable bands to
enjoy greater appreciation in this
series if they were permitted two
numbers. In the past, many top
orchestras have given a mediocre
performance—~because of the
limited time at their disposal.
Generally, they have given the
- impression that it takes more than
one title to set a spirited pace.

Competently, Rita Williams told
the story in song of her *Soldier
Boy,” whilst the Keynotes pre-
sented the “ Steam Heat ** novelty
from * Pajama Game.” The
group has a great asset in Jean
Campbell.

Bill Darnel did not appear
happy with the vocal support of
the George Mitchell Singers in

Dickie does a Whittield
Ambrose's Offt

*“Bring Me A Bluebird.”
setting also detracted from allow-
ing Bill full scope for his gestures
—but the song could establish
him in Britain.

A brief excerpt from the film
“An Alligator Named Daisy”
provided the right surroundings
for the soundtrack of Jean Car-
son’s latest disc, “I'm In Love
For The Very First Time.” This
was followed by Jack Payne’s
talk with Jean on a London-New
York telephone call.

It was nice to hear Jean’s voice
again—including her introduction
of Bill McGuffie, solemnly piaying
his version of *“ This Is My Be-
loved ”* from Lime Grove.

Then the TV cameras and
modern sound devices linked Max
Bygraves in his dressing room at
the London Hippodrome, singing
to the accompaniment of Stanley
Black and his Orchestra in the
studios.

Max was visibly uncomfortable
with the hearing apparatus neces-
sary for the link up, but full
marks to all concerned for some
brilliant photography—particularly
when one half of the screen was
devoted to Max, the other to
Stanley Black’s orchestra. They
teamed together admirably, al-
though miles apart.

“Meet Me On The Corner”
is destined to become the biggest
Bygraves disc seller to date,

The Beverley Sisters rounded
off the programme with “ Teddy
Bear ""—but another threesome,
the Hedley Ward Trio benefited
earlier in the show by an imagina-
tive set and smart camerawork
in “ Who Dat Up There.”

Depicting the front of a house,
with each member of the trio
positioned behind threo. separate
windows, the scene was executed
skilfully. As usual, Derek Frank-
lyn dominated with his individual
style of vocalising; but as a team,
the brilliant Hedley Ward Trio
have not attained the success they
deserve on wax.

By the way, the signature tune
of “Off The Record” is an attrac-
tive composition. How about a
full rendition by Stanley Black
in' a future programme ?

*

AN almost usheralded twenty-
minute spot -on BBC-TV late
last Saturday evening provided
one of the most pleasant musical
prcégrammcs in_this medium.

Hed * Together,” it
came from the Corporation’s
Birmingham studio and featured

Midland jazz trumpeter Ken
Rattenbury with a locally
recruited band, plus Alma

Warren, Kathleen obart and

David Jacobs up:- from London
as guests.

When Joe (Mr. Piano) Henderson recorded a children’s mediey in his

“ Sing It With Joe * series for Nixa recently, he invited Army Cadets

from two batteries in the London area to make the disc with him.

Featuring a selection of camp-fire songs, Joe's latest medley is now
doing well in the Christmas record rush.

VIC ASH RECORDS WITH STRINGS

OLL-WINNING clarinettist
~Vic Ash is to record an LP
with strings for the Nixa “Jazz
Today ” label. It will be released
in this country in the New Year,
and is also scheduled for issue
in America on John Hammond’s
“ Vanguard " series.
The accent will be on *love
songs "'—eight tunes with “love ”
somewhere in the title — and the

arrangements are all by Laurie
Johnson, . who also handled

“Joe Harriott With Strings” disc.

It is not yet known how many
strings will be used, but in addition
to the conventional rhythm section,
a harp and trombone will
incorporated. The date set for the
session is December 20, and the
rhythm trio will comprise Max
Harris (piano), Sammy Stokes (bass),
and Phil Seaman (drums).

Vic ako recorded four more
numbers for a *Jazz Today” EP
yesterday (Thursday), and this also

the will be released in America.

he

]

Record

Ideally scheduled at the close
of the evening’s programmes, the
settings were informal, unusual
but natural. The bad acoustics
of a programme from the same
studio earlier last week — which
had led one to suspect the worst
—had been overcome.

Rattenbury and his band played
mainly traditional jazz numbers,
“The Saints,” ‘‘ Beale Street
Blues " and * Who's Sorry Now.”
If the hackneyed choice was

wearying to the fan, the average
viewer probably appreciated the
programme more from being at
least partly acquainted with the
numbers.

Alma Warren pleasantly sing-
ing “ Ain’t Misbehavin’®” and
“ Wee Small Hours,” fitted in
with the atmosphere of the pro-
gramme and the accompanying
group, and looked eye-easy.

Kathy Stobart was a little out
of place in a programme of
twenties music. But her smile at
the end of her “Love Me Or
Leave Me " solo was completely
enchanting. Kathy ought to
become a television %ersona.li‘ty
on the strength of her smile
alone. |

David Jacobs tied the whole
thing up very neatly with his
well-informed remarks.

In this programme there was
no bad cutting; instrumentalists
were picked up neatly and
appropriately. If this is the sort
of programme that Birmingham
can produce, they should be
allowed to fill the same t every
Saturday evening. * Get To-
gether ¥ was music just how we

want it.
*

BILL COTTON put over one
of his best TV shows on
Saturday (ITV) aided and abetted
by those polished, rhythmic
artists—the Deep River Boys.

They were so good that their
background accompaniment to
Bill's own vocal of * Dinah"
made him sound stylish, modern
and quite fanworthy! As for
their own spot — particularly
“Love Is A Many Splendored
Thing "—it was an object-lesson
in relaxed delivery, flawless
intonation and musical sincerity.

Bill, Alan Breeze and the
boys were in boisterous form,
and I particularly like the wa
Bill guys the commercials. Excel-
lent: entertainment.

Jack Jackson, as ITV viewers saw him on his record show last Sunday.

AUSTRALIAN RECORD BAN
COMES INTO FORCE: BIG

LABEL CHANGES

THE broadcasting ban on EMI recordings imposed by 106 Australian

commercial radio stations was

brought into force over the week-

end. But some stations have so far scorned the ban, and are continuing
to play the discs over the air (cables Stan Marks, from Melbourne).

The stations that have spurned
the boycott state that they intend
to carry on using EMI recordings
becausg there are so few other
alternative discs to enable them to
carry on broadcasting.

A few stations put the ban into
operation before the actual starting
date—December 1—and most of the
others have since followed their
example.

DISPUTE

The dispute arose when the
Australian Federation of Broadcast-
ing Stations refused to pay the
annual  £20,000 broadcasting fee
asked for by EMI. The stations
concerned are now contributing
£10,000 to a fund for providing local
recordings.

EMI (gFflectrical and Musical Indus-
tries) presses 24 per cent. of the
popular recordings in Australia, and
due to the ban, artists such as Ted
Heath, Louis Armstrong and Bing
Crosby, on the HMV, Decca and
MGM labels, will not now be heard.

The Australian Federation has
now set up a committee of pro-
gramme executives to promote the
manufacture of local discs in order
to fight the shortage of overseas
records. As yet, no reports have
been received that other companies
are siding with EMI in their stand.

Reports from record dealers in
Melbourne indicate that the ban has

and threatens to make a big cut in
lee]xdmg American and British disc
sales.

Major record changes have this
weck caused the greatest ever turn-
over in the Australian disc business.
EMI have taken over the entire
Capitol stock, and will begin their
initial issue early next year, Due
to the ban, this also means that
other top-line artists, such as Frank
Sinatra, will not now be heard on
Australian radio.

The Festival label will take over
the complete Decca, Coral and
Brunswick lists on January 1. These
records were formerly handled by
EMI. e American Columbia
Comgany will soon be taken over
by the Australian Record Company.

These changes mean that the
Festival Company is now one of the
biggest disc-powers-in Australia.

( KLEIN GOES

A-SAILING

ARRY KLEIN, perennial poll-
winning baritone saxist, leaves
the country next Tuesday (Decem-
ber 13) for a four-and-a-half
months’ trip to the West Indies on
the * Mauretania.”
He will play with a six-piece ship
band under the =gis of Geraldo,
and expects to be back at the begin-

already had serious effect on sales,? ning of next May

John’s the boy
the Grundig”

And so youwll find him
popularity poll at parties.

hits from America on a
and then link them all together.
programme * Barbecue.”
a half hours, it’s quite a
for dancing, music for
absolutely up to the minute.

really sound like.

John is a
Grundig certainly keeps
parties.

him

Grundig—the

party that everybody asks you

MODEL
T.K.12
70 gns.
less microphone

RIBBON
MICROPHONE

Type GRM 1Z
124 gns.

DYNAMIC
MICROPHONB

Type GDM b5Z
6} gns.
Attractive H.P.
Terms Available

'l (Electronics Division, Gas Purifi

“You remember . ..

topping

What John does is to record the latest
short wave radio
r. He calls his
Lasting for one and
Drogramme  too—music
istening—music that is

And of course he takes-the microphone along
with lim so that his friends can hear what they

nice chap anyway,
in demand for

instrument you take to a

TAPE RECORDERS

GRUNDIG (Gt. Britaln) Ltd. Dept. M.E., 39-41 New Oxtord St. London, W.C.1
& Ch

with

the

but the

to play.
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THE NEW MRUSICAL EXPRESS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES

ANY HEADING at 6d, PER WORD
Piease allow 2 extra words If Box
No. !s required and add 1/- for
service charge.
ENGAGEMENTS WANTED
3d. per word
BLACK CAPITALS
after first two words at double rate.
All classified advertlsements must
be pre-paid and sept to:
CLASSIFIED AD, DEPT,,
“ T'he New Mustenl Express,”
5, Denmark Street, London, W.0.2

COVent Garden 2268 (6 Ulnes)

Frogmore. EVERY SUNDAY AFTER-
NOON, 3-8 p.m.

PERSONAL

BRITISH FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY,
231, Baker Street, London, N.W.1l.
| F'ounded 1940, Members everywhere. -

ISSOSOSSSH
NTERNATIONAL
WINIFRED
ATWELL CLUB

129 LeightonRd.,
4 London, N.W.5
Send 1 Plus name

and address for
enrolment

365999069

PIN-UPS AND FIGURE

Photographs of lovely Cabaret
and Figure models "im attractive
poses. Send 3s. &d. for 2
sample pictures and lists fo:
ANNETTE PRODUCTIONS
(Dept. NJ,

Madras Road, Cambridge

HUMPHREY lYTTElTUN

CLUB
MACK'S 100, Oxford btreet. w.l
Every Sﬂt.., Sun.,, Mon. and Wed. |
Full particulars from :
HLL., 8 Gt. Chapel St., London, W.1
GER 71494

AGENTS DIRECTORY

““Booking The Best—
With The Best”

HAROLD
DAVISON

Limited
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL
THEATRICAL AGENCY
Suite 4, Egmont House
118, Shaﬂesbury Ave., London, W.I0

Yelephone : GERrard 7467-8-9
Members of the Agents' Assoc, Ltd.

RABIN
AGENCY

“Britain’s Leading Dance

Band Providers”
30, GLOUCESTER MANSIONS,
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS,
* LONDON, w.C.2
IEMple Bar 2816-7-8
Members of the Agents Assoc. Ltd.

Sole)y Booking tor
NA PRESENTATIONS

Why oot for You ¥

GERALD COHEN

Telephone EBOR AGENCY
Temple Ba) Cranbourn St.,
0823/4 London, W.C.2

3.

TED HEATE

AGENCY
23 Albemarle Street,
‘London, W.1  lYDe Park €312;

STAPLETON
COOPER L.

Cyrtl Stapletun = Geurgs Cooper
107-111 NEW OXFORD ST,,
LCNDON, W.C.1
COVenr Garden 2011-2-3

DANCE BAND - GuoHeSTRAL
VARIETY AND FILM AGENCY

EUROPE'S BIGGEST
BAND BOOKER

ED. W. JONES

THEATRICAL, VARIETY
& "ONCERT O'TCCTION
(Member of the Agents’ Association)

20 REYNOLDS ROAD,
NEW MALDEN,SURREY

Phone : Derwent 2442 (three iInes)

hleqrams & Cables:
*Jaus" Phone, Londen

Wri.. for particulars..

CLUB ANGLO-FRANCAILS, French/
English pen friends, Introductions,
Murriage, Detatls s.ga.e, Dept. NME,
Newman Street, Oxforg Street,
London, W 1, Tel.: MUS 8538.

EUROPEAN FRIENDSHIP
SOCIETY, Pen friends and marriage
introductions. Send 1/- postal order for
details.—Lavendon, Olney, Bucks.

INTRODUCTIONS. triendsnip or
marriage ; home or overseas, V.C.C.,
34, Honeywell, London, 8.W.1l.

INTRODUCTIONS. Phylils Bamat.
tre’s Bureau (establisned 17 years), 4,
Denmark Street, London, W.C.2. (Box
y8). Exceptionai opportunities every-
where, confidential; particuiars 2/6.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, bald-
ness, dandruff, greasy scalp. Continental
Treatment outstanding success, Bro-
chure free.—Rooteen, 223, Goswel

]

|{ Road, London, E.C.1.

MARGO FKFRIENDSHIP CLUBH,
Selected Pepn Friends; Membership 5/-.
30, York Street, Southampton.

MARRIAGE TIIRO* SOCIAL INTRO-
DUCTIONS, The personal eervice
approved by Ciergy and Presa, Com-

pletely confidential. Free brochure, The
Bournemouth Bureau, 176, Old Christ-
church Road Bournemouth.

PIN-UP PHOTOS that are DIF-
FERENT ! ‘* Gossamer gertes.
Samples 5/8. BM/CARINA, Mono-
marks House, London, W.C.1.

SOCIAL INTRODUCTIONS every-
where. Recommended since 1943.—
Friendly Folks Association, Upnorth

Street, Brighton.

The PHOENIX MARRIAGE BUREAU
has introductfons everywhere. — Send
s.a.e, to: 114, Manor Park, Lewisham,
London, S.E.13.

FAR CLUBS

DAVID WHITFIELD
Details, send s.a.e. to :
41, Newcastle Avenue, Blackpool.

DPORIS DAY (Your No. 1
VOCALIST !) Journals, Phetographs,
Exclusive Personal Recordings, Details:
John Smith, 48, Ullswater Road,
Barnes, S.W.13.

EDDIE FISHER. Coloured photo and
membership card, Magazine, details,
s.a.e.: Pat McCausland, 25, Mercer
Street, Long Acre, London, W.C.2.

EDNA SAVAGE FAN OLUB now
formed ! Send s.a.e. for details to Box
No, 488,

JOHNNIE RAY Fan Club. ‘Vickie
Lester, 4, Hazel Grove, Staines, Middx.

RONNIE HMJLON Pan Club. Slgued
photograph, news letter, etc, Member-
ship fee 3/6; s.a.e. Joy Taylor. 202,
Trinity Road, London. S3.W.18,

THE FREDDY RANDALL FAN
CluB—Detalis s.a.e, to Rita Benson,
2 8t. Genrges Rd.. Leyton, London, E.10,

THE RAY BURNS Fan Club. For
details send s.a.e.: Miss Irene Pockling-
ton, 11, Little Lade, Ilkley, Yorkshire,

THREE DEUCES (Branch), 2/6
Membership, s.a.e., Marjorie Holland,
15, Linda Drive, Hazel Grove, Cheshire,

Fan Club.
Jean Dearden,

with GEORGE MELLY
N.B.—Boxing Night Party, 8-—Mid-
night, Mulligan, Melly, Turner, Kenny
Baker, Shamus O’Brien.

CY LAURIE JAZZ CLUB, Mac's, Gt
Windmill S8St, W.1 (opp. Windmill
Theatre), 7.30—11. SATURDAY—CY
LAURIE, SUNDAY — CY LAURIE,
MONDAY—CY LAURIE, WEDNESDAY
—SONNY MORRIS AND THE NEW
CRANE RIVER BAND, THURSDAY—
TERRY LIGHTFOOT BAND.

REM olain d duulne:
Southern Jazz Ciub., 640, Righ
Levtonstone. Fridays VAL 7266

HOT CLUB OF LONDON. Sunday, 7
p.m. CHRIS BARBER’S JAZZMEN
Shakespeare Hotel, Powis 8t., Woolwich,

HUMPFRERY .Y 1 AU it
meets every Monaay, Wednpesday, sSatur-
dav and Sunday. 100, Oxford Street.—

sazzband,
*20ad.

- Details of etub from 8. Gt Chapel

Street. W 1, GER 7404,
1.8.J.M., COOK’S FERRY, Edmonton.
BOXING NIGHT JAZZ PARTY
December 26th, 8—Midnight.
MULLIGAN, MELLY, KENNY BAKER,
BRUCE TURNER, SHAMUS O’BRIEN
and guests. Get your tickets early at
The Ferry.
L.S.J.M. EVERY SATURDAY
WHITTINGTON HOTEL
Cannon Lane, PINNER
Saturday, December 10th.
(Buses 209, 183 ; Tubes: South Harrow
or Pinner).
Dance, Listen and Jive to:
MIKE DANIELS DELTA JAZZIMEN
with DOREEN BEATTY
and JOHNNY BARNES TRIO
7.30—11.30. Licensed Bar,
Ample car Park.” "Admission 4/-,

QUEEN VICTORIA, N. Cheam. Sun-

day, December 1ith—
MIKE DANIELS DELTA JAZZMEN
with DOREEN BEATTY
plus JOHNNY BAR.NlaS 'l‘RlO
Listen, Jive, Li No
Wednesdays—L.S.J.M. Meetings
fined to Sunday.

SOUTH ESSEX RHYTHM CLUB.
**@reyhound,” Chadwell Heath, Monday,
7.45 p.m. KENNY BALL CHICA-
GOANS.

WOOD GREEN, Saturday: SANDY
(GRAVEL VOICE) BROWN. Sunday:
ALEX WELSH DIXIELANDERS, Tues-
day: - TAN BELL’S JAZZMEN, (Fish-
mongers Arms, near Underground).

INSURANCE

ALL MOTOR INSURANCEK, Lowest
rates, best terms. NO RESTRICTIONS
ON OCCUPATION. W. G COLLINS
& CO. (Insurance Brokers), 14/18,
Queen Victoria sStreet, BE.C.4. CITY
6875, Our Musical Instrument I[nsuraoce
Scheme already wideiy known. Hates
£1 per £100 and pro rata , also Life.
Endowment. House Purchase,

PUBLICATIONS

GLENN MILLER Discography-—over
100 pages giving complete details every
record on which Miller ever played with
own and other bands, including A.E.F.
Band, 1925-1944. Complete, authorita-
tive, up to date, Life story, notes and
photographs. Just published—Ilimited
printing ! 10/6d4. (by post 11/34.)
Honorary Secretary, Miller Soclety, 3,
Gt. Percy Street, W.C.1,

JAZZ BOOK NEWS — Christmas
Number now ready, listing English and
Amencan Jazz Books, Free on request.
-—W. E. Harrison & Sons, Ltd., Anclent
House Bookshop. Ipswich,

con-

Glve yoursel

a 14lin. x 9iin.

AONROE,

SPEND THE WHOLE OF 1256 WITH

MARILYN MONROE

or your friends the world’s most talked about calendar—
MARILYN MONROE in her sensational artists model pose.
10in. x 8in. full colour art pilate reproduction of Marilyn is mounted on
calendar card with
requested. 8Send a §s. pustal order (post paid) to :—

1 FITZROY STREET, LONDON, w1

This beautiful
1956 catendar supplied FREE #f

Cal! and see us,
to advise you on any meodel.

(" MAIN STOCKISTS OF THE FAMOUS )

* GALANT! & GAUDINI
ACCORDIONS

YARDLEY'S GORDON SIMPSON WESTCLIFF_BAND SHOP
SNOW HiLL, EDINBURGH WESTCLIFF-ON-S8EA
aao?vl:'?mam e 4 iy R. 5, KITCHEN
BRISTOL I “:’:;‘;':;‘F’:E ACCORDION EXCHANGE
ol e " BIRMINGHAM MANSELL'S
. BIRMINGHAM
iR FORBES P I -
DUNDEE BTN M R ELTENHAM
McCORMACK'S COURTNEY MUSIC CENTRE
GLASGOW PORTSMOUTH MANCHESTER

Ask your local dealer or send for free catalogue
we have a large range of accordions and will be happy
We are open ali day Saturday.

GAUDINI (ACCORDION SPECIALISTS) LTD.
30 Frith St., Shaftesbury Ave., London, W.1 (GER 9595/6)
{_ LIVERPOOL BRANCH : LUCAN HOUSE, 22, ISLINGTON, LIVERPOOL L

send it to us with yowr remittance.

Why not ask your Newsagent to reserve a copy of the NME each week ?
In the event of any ditficulty, complete the subscription form below and

COPY EACH FRIDAY MORNING 8Y POST
Please enter my name as a subscriber
commencing with your next issue:—

YOU CAN MAKE SURE OF YOUR

NAME
ADDRESS.

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Tick perlod required: 12 months (30/-) 6 months (15/-)
! Post 10 "New Musical Expsass,” 5 Denmark Stieer, W.C.2

y —NOW .| AAAH MAURICE BURMAN (Mr.
FLEET STREET, The prestige lunch- BARBER, CHISHOLM—NOW DANK- |/ — ) .
time Club, TODAY (Frl;day) DANK- | WORTH SEVEN ! See : Fleet Street 1398‘. Daily ) Mirror '), Britain's
WORTH SEVEN 12.45—1.45" p.m. | (Modern). King of Sing.’’ Beginners encouraged,
Royal Scottish Corporation, Fetter| COOK’S FERRY INN, Edmonton. e—x-'t!&ag&’hite House, N.W.1, EUS 1200,
Sunday, December 1lth— . 5
La:ueé;: 'C‘V:"Y(‘()MBE Cad Rail & yM]CKeMU‘;‘LlGAN BAND ARNOLD ROSE, recognised as one
5 LD Ll of London’s finest teachers of singing, |

trains pupils for professional careers
on TV, Radio, Stage, Films, etc. Study
with a qualified teacher of singing. A
TEACHER’S QUALIFICATIONS ARE
YOUR SAFEGUARD. Tel.: FRE 9595
for audition,

AUBREY FRANKS personal tuition.
Alto, Tenor Saxes and Clarinet, 3.a.e,—
192, The Whiie House. Regent's Park.
N.W.1. EUSton 1200. Ext. 192.

CENTRAL SCHOOL 0OF ODANCEH
MUSIC offers ENDIVIDUAL Instru-
mentat and Voca! Tuition under
Eritain‘s Leading Musicians, Harmanyv
and EBar Training a speciality, Pupils
under persunal supervision of Principal
IVOR MAIRANTS. tres Instrumeuntal
Advice, Nearest to personal tuition
are the following Postat Courses:
“MODERN HARMONY”; "THEORY
OF MUSIC’; elso the IVOR MAIR-
ANTS “GUITAR POSTAL COURSE.™
Apply: C.8.D.f. (E) 15, West Street.
Cambridge Cireus W.C.2. TEM 337374

PO YOU SBING ? Then study under a
QUALIFIED teacher who CAN sing,
and be sure your voice is trained by an
expert. Pupils prepared for Radio, TV
auditions, etc., using modern RECORD-
ING gear. BEGINNERS a speciality.—
Phone LAD 2656 for audition,

DRUM Tution, beginners ui #dvanced
MAURICE PLACQUET. SHE 6000,

FRANKIE RKING. Drum (essons. -
BAY 4508.

FREDDY STAFF (Skyrocketg Orch.)
Trumpet Tuftion. GLA 7516.

JOHNNY SHAKESPEARE
turtion, adv./beg. 51,
Mansions, W.14
5.30—8 p.m,

MAESTRO MARI) **Make* n
Stars’’). The greatest teacher of them 4ll
—101. New Bond St.,, W.1, MAY 5160,

MARJORIE KANEL. Modern Vocal
Tuition and Presentation. Accompanist/
Arranger AR/TV ‘'Monday Mixture,’
5th December. AMB 9801,

MODERN GUITAR TUITION in easy
gtéz;ges. Phope: Jimmy Currie, GERrard

REG MOHRGAN, Tutor and Mapage:
to late STEVE CONWAY, will train
YOUR VOICE, Stage, Radio, Records.
Studios: 97, Charing Cross Road.
W.C.2. GER 8496. AMB 3709.

S5AM BROWNE can nuw wKe pupils
for voice production and development

trumpet
West Kepsington
FUL 9639, enquirfes

at his own studio. 26, Wardour
Street, London, W.1, UER 0867,
YOU CAN LEARN JAZZ with

Britain’s No. 1 Modern Trumpet teacher
FREDDY CLAYTON., MAI 9220,

VOCALISTS

1st CLASS VOCALIST. Good appear-
and good personality. Male or female,
strong volice, for two weeks. Green's
Playhouse, Glasgow.—Box No. 506,

BANDS

A. BANDS, WEMBLEY 3086,
ACCIMPLISHED BANDS. PRO 4542,
BAND AVAILABLE for all occa-
slons.—HOWard 4246.
FIRST-CLASS Trio/Quartet.
5158,
MELONOTES, 3-8 plece, (fuily re-
hearsed and experienced. SNA 2162,

PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS

ANNOUNCING

RIV

4 NEW Service !
Manuscripts reproduced on single or
double-sided paper by new cheap
process, WHILE YOU WAIT § THE
PHOTO REPRO, CO., 10, St. Martin's
Court, Charing Cross Road, W.C.2.

Engagement of persons answertng
these advertisements must be made
through the local office of the
Ministry of Labour or Scheduled
Employment Agency if the applicant

| is @ man 18-64 inclusive, or a woman

aged 18-59 inclusive. unless otherwise
excefred from the provisions of the
Notification of Vacancies Qrder 1952.

ENGAGEMENTS WARTED

ACTORDIONIS T/ PEANIET. PRO 4042,
ALTO. SNA 2162,
DRUMMER/VOCALS, experienced,

transport, —BOW 6988,
PIANINT —HENDON 9125
PJANIST, L.R.A.M.—MUS 3468,
2nd ALTO. S.P—Perry, WIL 1384,

MUSICIANS WARTED

BAND ot the Argyl & sSutheriand
Highlanders requires saxophone and
clarinet players, also boys 15—17 for
training as musicians. Apply : Band-
master, Stirilng Castle, Scotland,

THE  CAMBRONIANS  (MUTEISH
KhAFLESS Band nas vacancies for Flute,
-Clar.s5ax. and Brass Playera ; aiso
Bups 15-17. apply: Bandmaster, Fhe
Cameronjans (Scottish Rifles), BAOR 3.

- INSTRUMENT REPAIRS

HARRY HAYEN Hepuli service 18
ubiversahy aecepted 88 the best and
most  economical In  Great Britain,
lacquering a speciatity. 20, Romlily
Street (Cambriige  Circusy, w..
derrard 12895,

HOHNER—cumplete repalr  service
tor Accordions and Chromatic Har-
monlcas Expert craftsmen.—Hohner
(NM v; Farringdor Road, B.C.1.
HOL %.’:0/22‘53

RECORDING

REGENT SOUND STUDIOS, RALYH
ELMAN directing the fnest studio up
West—for quick and eatisfying service
‘aps to disc—disc to tape. Kor pro-
tessiona) and private recording. Pianist
or group can be suppiied. 4, Denmark.
Street. W.C.:. TEM #764/6560.

RECORDS FOR SALE

HALF-PRICE, recent pops, also
electric record player.—Q. H. Plumb,
Willoughby, Alford, Lincs.

1,000 L.P.’s AT 1/3rd OFF ! BPOT-
LESS, BRAND NEW CONDITION,
JAZZ — CLASSICAL — VOCALS
ORCHESTRAL., 10 AND 12 INCH.
ALSO E.P.’s. CALLERS ONLY—NO
LISTS.-—-MORRIS, 89, Tottenham Court
Road, W.1.

DANNY
ARNOLD

CANADA’'S INTERNATIONAL
COMEDIAN & COMPERE
\USettm 285/

RECORD
SADINETS,

£7.19.6

24” wide
Holds 400

£11.11.0

Delivery 12/6
In Oak, Walnut or Mahogany,
Polished Light, Med or Dark.
Figured Veneers, Flush Base same piice.
CREDIT TERMS. REFUND GUARANTER
Write fo catalogue of 34 Cabinets for

Records, Equipment and Speakers.
A. L. STAMFORD (Dept. J15)

MICROS,
CORNEAL

EUNTACT
sovment LENSES

Details and Free Booklet from
Dept. 187C

CORNEALCONTACT
LENSES LTD

115 OXFORD ST., LONDON, W.1
Telephone s GERrard 2531
197a Regent Street. London, W.1
Tel.: Regent 6993, Branches 881
Lelcester, Sheffield, Leeds, New-
eastle, Glasgow and main centres.

SITUATIONS VACGANT

Confidential
deferred

RECORDS WANTED

TOP PRICES Paid.

Records tn good

condition. Jazz, Popular, Classical.
All speeds, Callers only. The Record
Exchange, 5, Dalling Road, King

Street, Hammersmith.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

AMERICAN SELMER. Bb clarinet,
excellent condition £37 10s. 0d.—Bob
Adams. WELbeck 5929,

BUY '13HA'T SAXOPHONE or Cilarl-
net from Harry Hayes, the saxophone
speclalist. FEasy hire purchase terms.
Three free lessons. Beginners discreetly
advised. 20, Romily Street, Cambridge

Circus, W.1, Gerrard 1285.
GENUINE SPANISH GUITARS. Par-
ticulars: C.S.D.M,, 15 West 8treet,
W.C.2. TEM 3373/4.

INCOME TAX. The Musicians
lncome Tax Advisory Service, 3548,

Abbey House, Victoria Street. West-

(Opposite Leicester Square Post Office).

minster. S W.1. ABB 5807.

ISSUE
ON SALE
DECEMBER 12
The greatmonthly
magazine for all
record and dance
music enthustasts
36 pages beautnfully

EXCITING CONTENTS IN

DICKIE VALENTINE
DAVID WHITFIELD

LITA ROZA -
Special feature articles
MITCH MILLER ® JOHNSTON
JERRY COLONNA »
Plus! "MY HUSBAND” by

Lanza, Janie Marden, Lena H

Make sure of your copy by placing
Bookstall.

issue on day of publication, POS

YOU MUST SEGURE THE JANUARY

Personally written ariicles by these stars

GEOFFREY EVERITT

Leader of the Band STAN KENTON; Front Cover Portrait
of JIMMY YOUNG; FRANK SINATRA'S Life Story in
Strip-cartoon; Potted biographies of Jimmy Young, Mario

Desmond, eic. and Record Reviews;

Gossip ; 208 Highlights ; Glamour Page ;
Portrait ; Fan Club Page and A Host of Stars on Parade.

Alternatively, fill in this coupon and receive the January

illustrated
on glossy art paper

PRICE 2/-
THIS- ISSUE INCLUDES :

% AL MARTINO
*» PATTI PAGE

PETER MADREN

BROTHERS ®* DON CORNELL
DANNY PURCHES

Mrs. FRANKIE VAUGHAN

orne, Julius La Rosa, Johnny
U.S. Record and Film
Diana Dors

an order with your newsagent or

T NOW

To “HIT PARADE",
Please send me the January issue, |

5 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2

enclose 2s. 3d. (inclusive of return

EXPORTERS with separate Record
Division, have vacancy January nexi
for experienced Clerk (male or female)
to supervise ordering and despatch,
Permanency and good prospects. Kindly
write with full details of experience and
salary required to Box No. 508.

MANAGERESS OR MANAGEBR
wanted, N.W.10 area. Gram. Record
Dept, Good pay and prospects with
eventual share to suitable applicant,==
Tel.: Elgar 4648.

OFFICE JUNIOR, gir] of school leav-
ing age required for pcst and gemeral
duties.—Apply in writing to “His
Master's Voice,”” 363, Oxford Btreet,

YOUNG REOCORD SALESMEN,
knowledgeable in recorded music, re~
quired for new “His Master’s Voice'™
Browserle, 363, Oxford Street, London,

TAPE RECCRDERS

ALL MAKES.
Hy/purchase.

15% deposit. Free
No interest. No P/tax.
Free delivery. Free Insurance Pollcy.
2 yrs terms.—Howard Photographie
(Dept. D), 525, Croydon Road, Becken-
ham

TAPE RECORDERS and Amplifiers
on very easy terms. Send for leafletst
Photo-Optix (London) Ltd.,, 75, Praed
dtreet, London. W.2. PAD 2881,

MUSIC COFYING

4 MUSICSTAT.”—City Reprodiiction
Centre, 4, Denmark St., W.C.2. TEMpls
Bar 1041, COVent Garden 2570,

MUSICAL SERVICES

MUSIC to LYRICS, cte. 36, Sudbury
Avenue. Wemblev WEM 4488

WRITE A SONG for your favourite
Star. Easy correspondence coursa,
backed by panel of experts. Publishing’
contract or money refunded.—Detalls
free from: LINTON SCHOOL OF

SONGWRITING, Desk C, 20. Denmark
Street,

London,

ART LIFE
PHOTOGRAPHS

For Artists and Connoisseurs
Particulars to applicants
stating profession or age and
enclosing 23id. s.a.e.

FCM/BUZ (M.E)

Mono House, London, W.C.1

DRUMS

DOC. HUNT sAYyS :
“EXPERTISE” —

w.C.2.

“ KNOW HOW " —
«“ KNACK ” — ¢ GEN,”
what is the word ?

Doesn’t really matter—for DRUMBS
aro our bread and buiter and we
know ’em inside out.'’

Doc’s selected ‘CRACKER’ outfit

£37 10s. £9 7s. 6d. dep. & only 13/6

per wk.! CASH MONEY WAITING

for the gear you do not meed. Teop
prices paid by the Doc.

vy PART EXCHANGE with a

difference—I1T’S PERSONAL §

+ S/H BARGAINS, L.W.H. HEADS

% GOOD REPAIRS

Y% REDUCING

% RESPRAYING

The Doc’s own H.P, Terms

Capital letters

::::ge). {No stamps please) *“JET" 2 : SERVIGE
Address ..... L. W. HUNT DRUM GO., LTD.

The Drummers’ Heudquariers
10711 Archer 8t., Shaftesbury Ave,,
(behind WIndmlll Theatre)

London, W.1. GER-ard 5911
Wt
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Phil Tate and his Band continue to
ter for the children in grand style
ﬁ the Children’s Saturday * Jack In
The Box * TV show. Last week, Phil
gided by Franklyn Boyd and the
boys, enacted a potted version of
‘.‘éindcrcl\a." complete with cos-
tumes, props and Fairy Queen !
More of this entertainment and
ncle Phil and his Merry Men will
ome firm favourites with the
oungsters. |
. Franklyn Boyd tells me, incident-
ally, that the Thursday night.radio
how * Remembered Tunes - And
Blues,” in which he sings with
Malcolm Lockyer and his Octet, has
had ‘a further extension of contract,
#nd will continue to be broadcast
regularly every Thursday night until
the end of February at least.
‘ *
. During a recent telephone con-
versation with Frank  Sinatra’s
manager, Hank Sanicola, he told an
ME reptesentative that pressure of
commitments will make it impossible
for the world’s greatest singing star
to be available for am appearance at
the Poll Winners’ Concert on Jan.
29th at the Royal Albert Hall.
+ However, Hank confirmed that
rank Sinatra will definitely be com-
to Europe next April, as he i3
ntracted to co-star with Cary
Grant in a film to be directed by
fred Hitchcock—with Spain as the
tion.
\ During his stay, Frank will de-
nitely visit London. It is confidently
oped he wil appear on at least one
special concert.
¢ Frank particularly asked to be
gemembered to several friends in
London — including his British
manager. John Harding ; band-
leaders Billy Ternent and Cyril
Stapleton, also N managing
@director. Mauriee Kinn.
$ +* Y

*

Last Saturday was indeed a hectic
i for maestro Cyril Stapleton.
g:llowing upon his rehearsal and
broadcast which lasted from 9.30 a.m,
until 2 p.m., Cyril then had to record
with his orchestra a long-playing
disc which took them from 2.30 until
7 p.m. Then to complete the day, the
gance band fulfilled a private date at

roydon -which ended at 1 a.m.

This was the end of the work for

the boys, but not so for Cyril, He
had to return to the recording
studios, where he was occupied until
S a.m. in order that the recordings
were ready to be flown to America
at 10 a.m, that same morning.

* * *

In the latest Decca recording made
by bandleader Johnny ' Douglas in
which he supplies accompaniment to
vocalist Rosemary Squires, Johnny
has experiménted with a new kind of
line-up

The orchestra he used for this
occasion comprised three rhythm,
three flutes, and‘ nine saxophones,
which included the following . per-
sonnel: Ted Thorne, Cyril Pressling,
Harry Smith, Jack Brothers, Dave

Stephenson, Tommy Whittle, Bill
Eriﬂ.iths, l"rcd Ballerini and -Gordon
ewin,

The orchestra will be known as-

Johnny Douglas and his Saxophone
Choir.

Johnny will be taking a well-earned
rest over the festive season and- with
his family is spending the time at the
fashionable island resort of Madeira.

* * *

{1 understand that Lita Roza—who
I am glad to say, seems to be making
a good recovery from her recent ili-
ness—hopes to -be well enough to
fulfil two important radio dates in
the near future.

These are on Friday, December 23
when she sings with the Show Ban_J
at night, and the other where she is
due to appear and sing with Ted
Heath and his Orchestra on Decem-

r 27. !

This is, I believe, the first time that

Lita has appeared with her former

boss since she left the orchestra some

time ‘ago.
* * *

Such has been the popularity of
Tony Kinsey and his Quartet with
his Continental listeners to his broad-
casts and . recordings, that Tony
tells me that negotiations have been
opened by Radio Stuttgart to get his
quartet to fly over to do a special
broadcast from there.

Providing financial arrangements
are suitable, Tony said that the
broadcast will take place some time
between now and Christmas. .

I ’ 29-31, OXFORD STREET,
LONDON, W.1
nearest statlon—
Tottenham Court Road

P.0. BOX 46,

CURRENT *“POP " ORCHESTRATIONS S.0
Cloudburst (QS) .
Seventeen (QS)
Malaguena (QS) 3/6
Wake The Town 3/6
Pete Kelly’s Blues

SINGLE Nos. 3/- EACH

Davey Crockett (QS)

JArriverdercl (3/6)

Old Sat’dy Night (3/8)

Giad Rag Doll (3/6)

Never Stop Loving

Bring ¥’r Smile (QS) 3/6

Shifting Sands

Xmas Alphabet (3/6)

All At Once (3/6)

Go On By (QS) 3/-

Suddenly There’s A
Valley (Wz) 3/6

Wea Small Hours

Meet Me On Corner (3/6)

20 Tiny Fingers (QS)

Beila Notte

Candlelight (Wr) 3/6
Rose And Flme (Wz) 3/6
Take My Love

With Yonr Love

Good and Lnsome (QS)
Banjo'’s Bk In Twn (QS)
Many Splen’d Thing

This Must 8¢ Wrong
Man From Laramie (Q8)
Mre Thn Mlinre (Wz) 3/6

10 Little Kisses (QS) 3/8
Come When U Call (Ws)
Steamb’t Hiver Ball (Q8)
Yollow Ilose Texas (QS)
Ain’t It A Shame

Ev'ry Day Of My Life
Love Mo or Leave Me 3/8
Stars Shine In Your Eyes
Alabama Jubllee (QS)
Elephant Tango 4/
Got'n ldea 3/6

Learning The Blues 3/8
S’thgs Gotta Glve (QS)
Ev’rywhere (Wz.y
Stranger In Paradlse
Melody of Love (Wz.) 3/8

DOUBLE Nos. 3/6 EACH

{’l'o Please My Lady {Hn;y There - {Sweet And Gentle 4/-
Someone To Love Small Talk (QS) Frenesl
{mlnx-Ay-Vous (QS) {Unronlantlo Us 4t‘lolm And Julie 4/-
Let’s Jump You’ll Find Qut Memory

{ 0ld Pinno Rag { Hernando’s Hideaway {uotm Be This or That
Burning Bridges Steam Heat Wayte-Nan-Go (S’mba)
Beware (Wz) {No‘ Such Luck &/~ {Be A Millionaire
Soldler Boy e lP;mnmlllm Boogle gver Been Loae‘:jv
Birmingham_ lue Star ngagement Waltz
We’'re Alone {Always (QS) {Gd Luck to Bride (Wz)
Band And My Baby This Bs Our Secret {Unchalm.-d Melody
Nothing Like Love Clip Ciop My Beloved

Give Fool A Chance

Rock Around Clock { l‘\(lan From Laramie
ears Together

{Tlme After Time(Tgo)
Lips Are Warm (Tgo) i

REVIVALS (FO)°

Caravan (Rec Owen)
Eggs 1o Une Basket
Funny Valentine
Glad Rag Dol

Good News

1 Got Rhythm

Indlan Love Call
Jeepers Creepers
Only A Paper Moon
Poor Little Rich Gir)
Rhapsody In Blue
Rose Marle
September In The Raln
September 'Song
Shelk of Araby

Dlg Deep
Drive In

Hawk Tatks

That’s A Plenty Night Beag
Yearning Slide Ruie
You Beautiful Doll Small Talk

You Do Somelhing
You Were Meant For Me'Teenager

BAND Nos. (FO)

3/6 each 4/- each 3/- each
Babette (WZ) Blg Dave Specia) After You've Gone
Bitter Sweet (Wz.) Bone Idle Dixieland Band

Campus Rumpus
Cat From Ccos Bay
Clock on the Wall
Delaney’s Dellght

Fanflare Boogle
Fiving Hickory
Happy Horn Blower

House Party Hep
Indian Glver

Lester Leaps In
Lullaby Of Birdland
Moonlight In Vermont

Stomp And Whistle

DIXIELAND (SO)

QGeorgla Camp Meeting
Hors D’Oeuvres

Jazz Me Blues

Maple Leaf Rag
Maryland

Memphis Blues
Muskrat Ramble
‘Natigna]l Embiem

Panamsa

Sainis Come Marching
Sensation

South Kampart Street
Strut Miss Lizzle
Stumbling

Sugar Foot Stomp
Sweet Georgia Brown
Tiger Rag -
Tin Roof Blues
Wabash Blue
Wolverine Blues

despatched by return. Also

Al Publishers Orchestrallons suppiled DIRECT FROM STOCK,
Musle Desks und
Catalogue on Request. Orders for 5/- or over C.0.0). If requlred. UGER 3885

All post orders

Muslc Covers. Complets

I;ip Wedge—e

x-NME Assistant Editor and now with Associated Redif-

ALPHABET

PICKWICK MUSIC LTD., 4 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2

i

fusion—was 27 last Friday, and musical personalities were well in force
at his birthday party. Pip is seen with his birthday cake between actresses
Elizabeth Larner (left) and Diane Hart, while behind them (I. to r.)
are Harry Walters, Steve Race, Kenneth Carter and David Platz,

The success of Winifred Atwell’s
seasonal record ‘‘ Let's Have a Din
Dong,” completes a hat-trick o
annual success with Christmas party
discs. ;

The fantastic sales of  Winnie's

latest effort is heartening news for

her—12,000 miles away in New Zea-
land; each day she eagerly awaits a
cable from her London publicity re-
presentative, Wya Carter, who re-

TAIL-PIECES ALLEY CAT

Great jubilation at offices of
Pickwick Music with * Christmas
Alphabet” becoming their first
title to top best selling music
sheet in Britain ; Managing
Director, Cyril Simons drank
champagne with other members
of the staff . . . Former 208 disc-
jockey Pete Murray takes over
from * The Spinner” in presenting
Decca’s Friday night Luxembourg
record programme . . . When the
announcement is made that a
recently formed large band is
reducing in personnel, remember
that the Alley Cat told you first.

Why was Ruby Murray un-
usually worried when she recorded
at the Columbia Studios on Tues-~
day of this week? ... Con-
gratulations to Philips’ A & R
manager Johnny Franz, who
effected smart work by signing
comedian-singer Harry Secombe ;
his appearance in the best selling
chart with “On With The Motley”’
is Johnny’s just reward . . .
Fantastic sales of Dickie Valen-
tine’s “Old Piano Rag,” composed
by his wife Elizabeth Bryce, to-
gether with his pianist Doa
Phillips § watch for this title in the
best sellers.

WEEKEND LOOKING AND LISTEN-
ING: Appearing in the new Max
Wall TV show the Kentones
featured a routine very similar to
the Stargazers—except, of course,
they did not play instruments . . .
“Family Favourites” broadcast of

A Valley” will greatly heip to give
her biggest hit since “Little Shoe-
maker” ., . . Pity “Sunday Night
at the Palladium’ finale was
faded out—particularly as there
was little production in Dickie
Valentine’s act . . . Pleasant
speaking voice and virile singing
style hall-marked Lee Lawrence’s
opening “The Song's the Thing”
programme in the series . . .
Will strong competition from
scasonal discs prevent Four Aces
becoming the first American
vocal group to top NME Best
Sellers chart with “Love Is A
Many Splendored Thing” ? . . .
British impresario Harold Davison
returns to London next Monday
tions . . . Reader F. E, Line of
Sale, Cheshire, has written asking
if there is a romance between
Bella Notte and *Arry Verderci ?
. . Have heard a private disc by
Pamela Deeming — Cyril Staple-
ton's original vocalist at London’s
Embassy Club in 1948—and can
strongly recommend her vocally
and visually as a top-class artist.
Report from New York says
that James Petrillo cannot avoid
American bandleaders worrying
the life out of him in connection
with reciprocal exchange plans
with various British orchestras
. . Very probable that Ruby
Murray will star in her own ITV
series every Sunday commencing
next month . . . Novel composi-
tion by bandleader Don Smith
having fun with his own familiar
surname . . . Apparently a new
backer is said to be interested in
presenting the Eric Delaney Band
for a West End show next year . .
Memo to well known British
solo singer: Several friends have
patiently waited to collect out-
standing debts from you ; you

Petula Clark’s ‘“‘Suddenly There’s -

following Heath-Kenton negotia- -

ports the latest progress figures.

Not only will - Winnie .reap rich
rewards: from ‘ Ding Dong,” but as
Philips have issued her 1953 -and
1954 ¢ party ™ hits on a 45 rpm EP,
she is assured of continued sales on
these™ type of discs .for many. years
to come—not discounting the likeli-
hood - of further successes with
similar Christmas presentations in the
future.

by THE

cannot expect sympathy because
you have gambled away your
lucrative earnings from variety
dates . . . Aided by her new two-
year agreement with the BBC,
singer Edna Savage looms as the
most promising star of 1956 . . .
Foster’s Agency have signed
Australian singer Jimmy Parkin-
son ; publicist Les Perrin has
worked hard to establish him in
Britain . . o publication
“Variety"” reports that British
song writers Norman Newell and
Michael Carr are visiting Holly-
wood in connection with writing
of “Pied Piper” TV programme
for Jean Carson ... The Beverley
Sisters are keen football fans and
supporters of the Arsenal . , .
George Elrick has signed Marie
Benson to an agency agreement
. . . Nice to receive a post-card
from Tony Crombie and Annie
Ross eclated at their success of
concert tour of Israel . . . An-
nouncement that Lena Horne has
been booked for a return visit to
London’s Savoy Hotel can be
expected shortly . . . Have so
many discs of “Hey, There’ pre-
vented any one title topping the
best selling frame ?
Transatlantic call from New
York suggests that famous
American "label may switch
handlers for British distribution,
caused by alleged breach of con-
tract § if this project materislises,
it will be one of the. biggest
sensations in recording history.
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Norman George, leader of the
Northern Variety Orchestra, had his
grey drophead ‘Friumph roadster
stolen from the driveway of his Man-
chester home last week. The car
has. not as yet been recovered and
the number is KAV260,

Later the same night, Norman
heard a noisc outside his house,
looked out of the window in time
to..see a man running -away, and
found a 1938 Morris parked outside
complete: with ignition key and' a
large boulder on the back seat.

He called -the police and found it

was another stolen car.
* The following day, guitarist with
the ‘orchestra, Demmis Newey, had
his black Crombie overcoat stolen
from a Manchester hotel. It is also
still on the missing list. i

" Members of the orchestra claim
to have seen a grey Triumph roadster
being driven- through the city streets
—by a man in a black Crombie
overcoat !

* *

week’s issue of the

*

When last

'NME listed some of the famous

personalities who were present at the
Christmas Ball — in aid of the

National Spastics Society at Gros-:
venor House on Monday, November 23

28th—it was obvious that several
names would be overlooked.

In addition to those already stated
some of the many additional nota-
bilities who were present included:
Frankie Howerd, Shani Wallis, Eric
Robinson, Bob Monkhouse, Dennis
Goodwin, John Clements, Kay
Hammond, Maudie Edwards, Lizbeth
Webh, John Stater, George Elrick
and Sandra_Caron. :
~ Whilst official figures are still not
available, it is expected that the pro-
ceeds from this event will exceed

* * *
. Invading a rehearsal and demand-
ing an audition seems to haye‘ paid

off for atfractive young vocalist. Pat

Sheridan.

Last week Pat was visiting London
with her mother, when she .heard
sounds of a band rehearsing coming
from Grosvenor House.

She immediatelv went in and con-
fronted bandleader Sydney Lipton
with the demand: * 1 would like you
to hear me sing.”

An astounded Sydney was so'taken
aback he agreed and listened as Pat
rendered three standard numbers.

The result ? Pat can be heard with
lhe' band on the air on Dec. 14 and

When Shirley Wilson, vocalist with Don Smith’s Band at Wimbledon
Palals, celebrated her 21st birthday last week, the boys bought™ her
a mammoth box of chocolates, Shirley is seem here receiving the

present from (L to r): Jackie

Doogan (drums), Stan Pickstock

(trumpet), leader Don Smith, Ken Kendall (piano) and Freddie

Hooper (bass),

Shirley also passed her BBC saudition last week, and

will make her first broadcast with the band on December 31.

ICHAPPELL’S BAND MUSIC SERVICE-'

CHAPPELL

CROCE
DI ORO

(CROSS OF GOLD)
This Is Our Secret

From “"The Water Gypsies”

The Years Together

From the "King’s Rhapsody” Film

RUDOLPH

THE RED NOSED REINDEER

IWANT YOU TO
BE MY BABY

BLUE
STAR

MADDOX

THE YELLOW
ROSE OF TEXAS

WALT DISNEY

BELLA
NOTTE

From Walt Disney’s “lady and the Tramp™

FRANK

HEY, THERE
SMALL TALK

HERNANDO'S
HIDEAWAY

STEAM HEAT

From “' The Pajama Game”
THE

KENTUCKIAN

From the film “The Kentuckian"

BIRMIN'HAM
AT LAST WE'RE ALONE

From' the film “The Girl Rush”

ARE YOU PLAYING THE
LATEST ENCORE SERIES»=3»

MORRIS

SOMEONE
ON YOUR

MIND

BRING ME
A BLUEBIRD

SOMEONE
YOU LOVE
VICTORIA

GIVE ME A BAND
AND MY BABY

From the film "My Sister Eileen”

Melody from “Rhapsody in Blue”
I've Got Five Dollars

My Funny Valentine
Is It Trge What They Say About Dixie
The lady Is A Tramp
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