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RAZORLIGHT’S

Razorlight have given fans in Winchester a special

Christmas gift - with a gig in the back room of a local pub.
originally billed as “very special guests” on a bill

with Captain Phoenix - who feature drummer Andy

Burrows’ brother - The Railway became the hottest

venue in town as Razorlight played a 15-song set.

“I’'ve played here a million times,” explained Burrows,
who suggested the gig at his former local boozer,
“though usually in front of eight people, so it’s been
great fun to come back.”

With the group preparing to record their second album,
the set featured three new songs that have been worked
on. However, with Christmas lights, tinsel and a roadie
dressed as Father Christmas, there was a seasonal feel
to the show, which saw the band play covers of Blondie’s
‘The Tide Is High’ and Culture Club’s ‘Karma Chameleon’.

“We haven’t played a gig this small since the Leicester
Charlotte,” explained Johnny Borrell. “It was great to
play this little place. The fans were amazing.”

LATESYD P UncutLegends: Elvisteissued in u special pack featuring a DVD of the King’s third movie Juilhouse Rock - Kanye West nominated for eight Grammy Awards in the USP» Blur set 1o go back info
et e————y, A o e —r——— e T ——
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BET YOU LOOK GOOD
ONTHE TOUCHLINE

Taking time out from the pressures
of finishing their debut album, Arctic
Monkeys proved they’re almost as good
at foothall as they are at making music.__
While on their European tour, the
Monkeys played in, and won, a football
championship against three other teams.
One fan on the terraces told NME:
“Mixing a really gentlemanly way of ) )
playing and strong offensive schemes, OASE:ISITYMI.'IR,F?E
they beat all the teams, with guitarist '
Jamie Cook crowned the best player
of the gang!” ¢
The Monkeys are now looking forward 'Pasis celebrated a triumphant
to the release of their hugely anticipated year last Saturday (December
debut album, ‘Whatever People Say | s i |10) with a headline slot at Noise
Am, That’s What I’'m Not’, on January ot ~ &Confusion ’05 in Cardiff
30, 2006. See the next issue of NME, out ; Millennium Stadium, following
December 23, for full details. sets from Yeti, Nic Armstrong,
[www.arcticmonkeys.com The Subways, The Coral,
orlight and Foo Fighters.
| But the day truly belonged to
: Gallagher brothers, with
; b 4 \ am dedicating ‘Cigarettes &
\ i Alcohol’ to “Georgie Best” and
- - . ‘ ' Noel commenting that he was
- “representing Man City,
because they’ll never ever
get to play here”.
10asis have also confirmed
$wo shows for next year at
Sheffield Hallam FM Arena
on February 9 and 10.

THE LONG BLONDES
ARE PANTS!

Ever wanted to get into your favourite pop LENNON 25TH
star’s pants? Well, The Long Blondes have ANNIVERSARY'
made it a lot easier for you. s .

On their current UK tour, the group have Across the world fans
launched their own skimpy item of have united to remember
merchandise loosely based on new single John Lennon.

‘Separated By Motorways’. Last Thursday (December 8)
The perfect gift for that special someone in . was the 25th anniversary of
your ife? Well, maybe.. Lennon’s murder. Fans staged

a vigil outside the Dakota
Building, New York, where he
was shot, while in Liverpool,
balloons were let into the sky
as a mark of respect.

“He’s still with us. His spirit
will go on you know,” said
Yoko Ono, who joined fans
in New York. “You can’t kill a
person that easily.”

the studio shortly p» Franz Ferdinand plan fo go into the studio in January #» The Magic Numbers and Graham Coxon are fo play Carling New Kings gig at Carling Academy Islington on January 12 -

17/24 December 2005 NME 5



http://www.oasisinet.com
http://www.arcticmonkeys.com

PATRICIA BRAWN

NME AWARDS GIGS:
MORE MASSIVE BANDS --*
JOIN THE PARTY

Hard-Fi and The Streets amongst the

THE SH
SEGONDO\‘VVASVE

groups for ShockWaves Awards Shows February11 February 15
Camden :
ore dates have been announced all over the town and he gets onstage and TlleDealt‘IOGI(gs Chiaring Cross Road
for the ShockWaves NME Awards | goes, ‘Hello, Cardiff’. That was interesting.” TheKooks Astoria 1
Shows 2006, cementing next Another artist gearing up for his show Good Books 1:|Ie Streets \
year’s line-up as the biggest at London’s Astoria on February 18 is The The Mitchell Brothers ;| &=
ever, and featuring the most Streets’ mainman Mike Skinner, who took Prof Green ’ R cribs perform
in-demand bands of the moment. the opportunity to big up one of the bands on February12 TheBeatsDJs . :
Hitting London for a fortnight in February, | the ShockWaves NME Awards Tour 2006. Camden.l(oxo H
the run of gigs already boasts a red-hot “Arctic Monkeys! | went to see themin The Paddingtons February19 r
slice of talent with The Magic Numbers, New York. That's how music should be,” he Dogs Chari cary
Editors and The Zutons confirmed. enthused. “Because I'm running a label I've ng ro.ssnoad THI:I-"IRST WAVE
Now, NME can reveal that The Streets, turned into an Elton John figure, 'm trying to February13 Astor!a - S'UPPORT m
Hard-Fi, Elhow, The Bravery, The Cribs, be aware of everything that is going on.” Hammersmith Palais The Cribs Rmmn
Goldie Lookin Chain and The Dead 60s He explained: “I got into the idea of doing Hard-Fi Th(ie mmahc
are joining the party which will climax with aremix and spin on Arctic Monkeys. It'san I rag ——————
the ShockWaves NME Awards 2006 on amazing thing, the kids got on it before the | B%ﬂ::w TheLongBlondes 1:‘ c:::,marym J
February 23. industry had a chance to talk about it. Then ‘ . . S {
‘ ) ! . Distophia Clap Your Hands Say Veal
Celebrating an amazing 12 months for the they were Number One. That's what | love. February 20 j DrD
band, Hard-Fi's Richard Archer has told However, following Arctic Monkeys' Charing Cross Road ‘ Batt?eg f
NME that he can’t wait for their show on spectacular and jam-packed appearance at F.ebruaryjs |
February 13 at London Hammersmith Palais. | the Carling Weekend which saw the crowd Charing Cross Road 'I'lle“sm"a Febru
“ ingi i Brave ary16
Last year we supported Graham Coxon, singing along to every song before the band _ Astoria ry Brixton Carlii
) " C ) s : Gold : . +Guests ing Academy
and a year later we're headlining, so it had even released a single, Skinner revealed ie Lookin Chain The MagicNumbers
encapsulates the whole year for us,” he said. | that he has realised he will have to raise his Infadels The Concretes
“NME is the place you aspire to be in when game in order to avoid hecoming outdated. TheRifles -> February21 | Shout OutLouds
you're starting out. So our career to date has “I'm a bit jealous. People used to do that @ Charing Cross Road Morming Runner
been book-ended by these two shows.” for me. I feel like Cher now, I'm getting old!” Mike Skinner Astoria ’ ‘
Archer hasalso revealed that the date will | he laughed. will be there Elhow {1 . February22
feel like a triumphant return to their roots for onFeb18 The Duk Ao | | CharingCrossRoad Astoria
the Staines-based group. % A iFOl‘Wa:"deRsll:sI:ital Richggcilt:rsm
“It feels like a homecoming so it will be a . ¥ = awiey
e e a homecom Our whole career to date f ? LarvikinLove . Brakes
The frontman also says that even though has been book.ended by =8 ' e OWIIngBeIIs \
money may be tight after Christmas, you Ticketsforallshows are on salanoud

should save some pennies for the gig.

“It's always worth coming down just to
see what Kai [Stephens, bass] says. We did
Sheffield recently and there were riot police

6 NME 17/24 December 2005

two NME shows”’ Hard-Fi’s
Richard Archer

663 for more details. If tickets sell as

GotoNME.COM/Gle or call the NME Ticketinpon
[&s0)1]
quickly as they did for the tour, you'd betterbefnsty b



Hard-Fiin Hammersmith.
Well, beats Staines anyway

GUY GARVEY
ELBOW

What New Year’s

18 but other than that it’s
been half my adult life
now. I love my cigarettes.
Have you seen that advert
with all of the kids passive
smoking? Don’t they look
cool? That's really the
problem.”

BILLY WEBB

What NYR will you have
broken by the time you
play this gig?

“l want to be on the subs’
bench for Wales and

1 want to get less sleep.”

People will be broke
after Christmas - why
should they spend th.elr
last money on your gig?
“we’ll come round and
sort them out if they don’t
come. That’s what

THE DEAD 60S

What NYR will you have
broken by the time you
play this gig?

“I don’t think any of us will

GOLDIE LOOKIN CHAIN

CHARLIE TURNER

People will be broke

resolution will you have | after Christmas - why
broken by the time you should they spend their
play this gig? money on your gig?
“Giving up smoking. I did “Because everyone leaves
24 hours once when I was | with a turkey sandwich,

a party hat and a blower.
There may even be some
leftover Christmas
crackers too. | used to
make a habit as a kid of
emptying the toys out of
them before anyone pulled
them - little bastard.”

Christmas is all about. It :
gets rid of a lot of anger.”

What would your fantasy
NME Awards Show bill be?
“You turn NME into one
big rave - get a Detroit
techno DJ in - everyone
would have a great time.
Think of the spirit of
Chicago 88 and you're
onto a winner. If you bring
it too much up to date
you’re missing it.”

come and see us. We'll
have a few new songs and
do a few jams.”

have given up smoking. It’s What would your fantasy
the one no-one can kick.” | NIMIE Awards Show bill he?
N . “I'd put Lee Perry on
f,,‘i,‘,'”;',:::;';;" People will be broke there - we saw him play
after Christmas - why in Japan. I think we’d
should they spend their put ourselves on there
last money onyour gig? | and some of our mates,

“I'll be a good night out -
if you can only afford one
night out that month,

THE CRIBS
GARY JARMAN

What NYR will you have
broken by the time you
play this gig?

“Mine is not to be where

1 am now - make sure
something changes.

so if stuff goes well by the
time we do the NME show
hopefully 1 won’t have
broken it.”

People will be broke
after Christmas - why.
should they spend their |

like Kasabian. It would
be good to catch up
with them.”

last money on your gig?
“we’ll try not to let people
down like Santa Claus
obviously will. Basically,
we're better than
Christmas.”

What would your fantasy
NME Awards Show bill be?
“Huggy Bear and if you
had them you wouldn’t
need anyone else. We
would play too - it’s my
fantasy isn’t it!”

"l:eenager (0]
Pixies too.” Gerard Way, Mcr

T

T ARE YOU
ESH#E G'TO
GHT NOW?

“I've been listening to m Ward
_ alot
recently. He just writes really good

Songs.” Meg White, T i
Stripes , The White

v
“A lot of Frank Black! His fir
! Stt
solo records ‘Frank Black’ and i
f The Year’, plus a lot of

“I'm listening to Animal ¢ i
ol
who seemto h Areate

Fire whic.h is not a bad thing.”
Paul smith, Maximo Park

ave gone a bit Arcade

“Super Furry Animals’ ¢
one of the most downer r
ever done. It hit me from
I always wanted to heart
Something like that.”

Love Kraft’ is
ecords they've
the first song.
hem do
Danger Mouse

[ S
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REMEMBER MlISElL‘. MAKES THE
M

Everyone could do with more music in their life, so with Orange Music Player you can

download your favourite tracks straight to your mobile, whenever you want. And you'il

struggle to find a better phone for music than the Orange SPV C550, with dedicated

buttons for using the pleyer and enough memory to store up to 500 trecks. You know,
lite’s better when it's set to music.

Find out more instore or at www.ocrange.co.uk/music

the future’s bright


http://www.orange.co.uk/music

Beck doesn’t lool
that mangled tous...

BECK GETS MANGLED

Singer explains his completely “reconfigured”
and remixed version of ‘Guero’

C

s

THE STROKES

Despite ‘Juicebox’ being
leaked online early, forcing
The Strokes to move their
release plans forward,
guitarist Nick Valensi
believes getting back in
people’s faces has been
good for the band.

“Il am happy with where it
is now,” he said. “I'm ready
for the album to come out,
I feel like we’ve been sitting
on it for a long time. 'm
really ready to let it free,
like a caged bird.”

‘First Impressions Of
Earth’ is out on January 2.

munich
CD / MAXI

the new

single
CD / LTD 7"/ LIVE DOWNLOADS

birty Mratty Thiags

Carl Barat has posted new
music online to tide fans
over while at work on Dirty
Pretty Things’ debut LP.

A video and new song,
‘Bang Bang You're Dead’,
have been posted on Azl

The track was one of a
handful played live on a
recent European tour, and
the video contains
backstage footage.

DPT are currently in the
studio in LA with Dave
Sardy (who did the last
Oasis album) producing.

@ www.editorsofficial.com www.kifchenwarerecords.com

PRE-ORDER A SIGNED COPY OF THE SINGLE AT
LIVE DOWNLOADS AVAILABLE FROM iTUNES,

eck has “mangled” his latest album
for a remix record out next year.
‘Guero’ has been given a going-
over by the likes of Beastie Boy
Ad-Rock, Boards Of Canada
and Dizzee Rascal and is released on
January 23 as the souped-up ‘Guerolito’.

However, unlike other remix projects, the
tinkering began before the original existed.

“There were artists I'm a big fan of and
this was an excuse to work with them,”
Beck told NME. “We got the remixes done
probably about 10 months before the
[original] record came out.”

Some of the remixes made such an
impression, they even influenced Beck
in the studio.

“With the Boards Of Canada remix there
were a couple of days where | was thinking
of taking the original version off the record
and putting that one on,” he recalled.
“Some of the remixes got me to look at the
songs in a new way. It’s definitely a weird
process, but I don’t get too attached to the
album versions of the songs anyway. What
we would do to the songs live is something
akin to remixing the song, 1 guess.”

His first album to be completely remixed,
Beck suggested ‘Guero’’s unique sound
could take that treatment.

“I have to admit when | started out | hated
remixes,” he elaborated, “but they’ve really
evolved into something else.”

Having now been the subject of musical
tinkering, Beck added that he wouldn’t mind
having a go himself with a covers album.

“There are some old songs that I'd love
to record, songs that are like classics in my
mind, that I think have become lost to us
now,” said Beck. “Just different songs I've
done over the years. [Big Star’s] ‘Kangaroo’
I think of as a classic.”

DANCING TO
ELECTRO POP LIKE
A ROBOT FROM 1984

To accompany ‘Guerolito’, the
Ghettochip Malfunction Remix of ‘Hell
Yes' is released the same day as a
seven-inch single. It boasts a video

of dancing robots - prototypes of
Sony’s new toy - created by Hitchhiker’s
Guide To The Galaxy director Garth
Jennings. Watch the videos to both
‘Hell Yes’ and the Epro animation mix
of ‘Bad Cartridge’ on NME.COM now.

ﬁ_ﬁi BemsH Sea Power  MAXIMO PARK
Scottish art-rock heroes Brighton-based rockers Paul Smith is set to make a
Franz Ferdinand have British Sea Power guest appearance on
spoken about the bizarre rounded off a year of MTV2’s End Of Year Special
circumstances in which unusual gigs with aunique  on December 18.
they celebrated the release  date at London club In The Hosted by Zane Lowe, the

of second album ‘You Could
Have It So Much Better’.
“There was a party ina
bar in Portland, Oregon,”
said Alex Kapranos.

“It was what the
organisers thought we’d
like, a half-naked girl on a
bronco eating fire. Nick
[McCarthy] was on the
table, shouting, ‘Turn it
up!’ He got quite into it.”

january 2nd

WWW.RECORDSTORE.CO.UK

NAPSTER AND 7DIGITAL.COM/EDITORS

Pines (December 11).
“We’ve been lucky enough
to play at a variety of
venues this year - a
treehouse near Oslo, a
shipyard in Barrow, caves
in Cornwall,” recalled
guitarist Noble. “Then it
occurred to us that we
hadn’t yet played the most
important venue of all -
asmall London pub.”

station has put together a
panel including NME editor
Conor McNicholas and
Radio 1's Annie Mac.
Amongst the subjects up
for discussion are live act of
the year, best single of the
year and best album. The
show goes out at 8pm and if
you’re bored on Christmas
Day, it’s repeated then at
the same time.
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“I thought it was a greatideafor us to do the music

to a Joy Division film,” says Hooky

ew Order are working on new
material for the long-awaited
biopic of former Joy Division
singer lan Curtis.

Director and celebrated rock
photographer Anton Corbijn - most
renowned for his work with W2 - has asked
the legendary Manchester four-piece to
contribute songs to the film Control.

The biopic, which is based on a hook by
lan’s widow Deborah, had been planned
for a number of years, but the late singer’s
family had never been happy with the
proposals until earlier in 2005.

Bassist Peter Hook told NME: “We were
asked to do the soundtrack to the film,
which I thought was a fucking great idea
- for Joy Division to do the music for a Joy

ELP SHE ¢

CAN'T SH Tl

dr

with screan prinl sleeve [gach sme ditteranl
+DANEE * SCALT ¢ IRSEN! SNTET

it O MRS AT O ranTs
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Division film - because we’ve never
really done a soundtrack before.

“It may include new stuff. Anton
wants to use songs hy Joy Division
so that each song becomes a video.
Like the way the ‘Atmosphere’ video
was filmed, he wants to write videos
that appear in the film.

New Orderas
they are now

Hooky said the band are
considering playing all-Joy
Division sets at some stage in
the future.

| “We have actually talked

¢ about doing Joy Division
sets and gigs, but we haven't
found our footing yet,” he

| -

“Every time we get accolades for
Joy Division it makes [lan’s suicide] sadder,
especially with the film. It's made the
whole thing seem more poignant.”

It is 25 years since Curtis was found dead
in his home. Throughout 2005 New Order
have been playing Joy Division songs live,
culminating in a set almost entirely made
up of Joy Division songs last month, as a
tribute to former Radio 1 DJ John Peel.

-

D

said. “We did the festivals
and had a bit of time off, but because we’ve
played two gigs recently and had the whole
UK Hall Of Fame thing, we haven’t really
decided what we're gonna do next. If we
deem it to be enjoyable then we’ll do it.”
Casting for Control is set to begin next
spring and the production team are
currently looking for a big screen actor
to play the part of Curtis.

plang |:

OUT DECEMBER

UVE @ CARGO, HIVINGTON ST. EC2

6TH DECEMBER
TIRETS UJLARE PAOM
VW ICUETUIAL BN 7 UF 700 %08 100

UPCOMING

DECEMBER 26
Hard-Fi

Cash Machine (Atlantic)
There’s no turkey
sandwiches this Boxing Day for the
Staines gents - instead they’ll be busy
drumming-up business for the re-
release of this single from their debut
album. The band have
divvied up the UK’s
major shopping areas
between them and will
be on the streets
encouraging the
seasonal bargain
hunters into the record
shops. Singer Richard
Archer has apparently
bagsied The Marlowes
shopping centre in
Hemel Hempstead.

T T ——————

JANUARY 2

The Strokes

First Impressions

Of Earth (Rough Trade)
Further to Nick Valensi’s restaurant
tips in last week’s issue, the Stroke
wants to let punters know the Italian in
Knightsbridge he visited is “cash only,
you've got to go prepared”. His band,
meanwhile, are releasing this, their
third album.

Notorious BIG

The Final Chapter (4tiantic)

The album is set to feature Biggie
dueting with Bob Marley. Again, not
only is the Notorious BIG dead, so too,
you might have noticed, is Marley. How
does that work?

JANUARY 9

Cypress Hill

Best Of (sonyB1G)

Named after a big road
that ran through their ‘Hood’, the
Cypress Hillbillies celebrate almost
two decades of being insane in the
brain.

Richard Ashcroft
Break The Night With Colour
(Parlophone)

The former Verve-ster, prepares for
his third solo album with this single.

* to turn.....?

¢ to turn
Contacet Get Connected
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COLDPLAY
TALK

The single
1912.05

CD/DVD/ 7"/Download

DVD —includes new marerial, videos and bonus foorage
Limired edifion 7"and CD fearure new songs
Downloads —video, studio and live versions

Taken from X&Y

‘A masterpiece’ Q
‘One of the all-time
great albums’ NME

''''' AR
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" ¢ Sir Cliff: celebrating the
royalties on his umpteenth
Xmas single... and the birth

) s 1 . of Jesus Christ, of course

. -

Vor 1. —.

\
LW
‘(:HHISTMAS . <’
MUSICISg&ss ¢

BOLLOCKS!"BL <3 .

- N4 \ terrible? Because The Darkness do
- : them, that’s why.”

y Yes, the Yuletide charts are fuII of the usual cash-in dross.
This must end, says special guest writer Father Christmas

Westlife featuring Diana Ross. For Christ’s sake, where’s Babyshambles | blame myself really. I tried to get my
Crazy Frog. Tony sodding doing ‘KillamanLynxAfricagiftpack’? Arctic image changed when ‘Up The Bracket’
Christie. You bastards. Does Monkeys’ ‘I Bet You Look Good Under The came out, but our sponsors at Coca-Cola
nobody realise that, up at the | Mistletoe’? LCD Soundsystem’s ‘Rudolf went ballistic. But we're cooler than you
grotto, we have to pipe the previous year’s | Is Grazing At My House’? | know you kids expect, y’know - how do you think we
Christmas Number One on a loop onto the manage to design and manufacture every
factory floor to keep us in the festive mood “ ’ ° single present in the space of 12 months ALFX EAPRANOS
all year? Do you people have any idea how and provide guaranteed delivery worldwide
many elves I lose to music-related suicide? In the 705 ChrIStmas in only one night? I'll tell you how. Crack. FRANZ FERDINAND
The thing is, everyone’s just too fucking rocked. Then the Chained to the pipe all Christmas Eve | “l remember working in a clothes shop

PATRICK WOLF
“Shall I tell you a secret? | auditioned
for the boys’ choir in the Mr Blobby
song! I almost had a Christmas
Number One. But | think Christmas
singles are always fantastic.”

DONNY TOURETTE
TOWERS OF LONDON

“Why are Christmas singles always so

cool for Christmas. It weren't like this in the . . ° am, that’s why I never touch the mince pies. | in Glasgow one year. It was like water
'70s - Lennon, Bowie, Boney M: back then People think Lapland is all snowscapes and torture. I'm not saying | don’t like

yer proper rock icons would happily bung ChrIStlans g'Ot th_e“. frolicking reindeer, but since the Christmas, I just hate hearing ‘Merry
on a bright red tunic and spangly wig and claws back lnto lt” yardies moved in to supply the grotto’s Xmas Everybody’ again and again.

bang out a number about farting grannies lucrative “snow” habit it’s like South Bing Croshy’s ‘Have Yourself A Merry
and The Great Escape (which I fucking love, Central LA round here; guns, drive-bys, Little Christmas’ too, all that stuff

by the way, and I'll personally be making are still mental for Chrimbo - I've been elves giving hand jobs for rocks... the really gets my back up.”

sure it’s on again). Oh yeah, in the '70s breaking my balls getting all these two-tie phrase ‘ho ho ho’ has certainly taken on

Christmas rocked. Then come the '80s the combination packs and Kate Moss dolls anew meaning, | tell you. So how cool is

- spit! - Christians got their Cliff-loving claws | (pull a string and it racks up lines of cocaine Christmas now, eh? Eh? EH, FUCKERS?! AGREE?

back into it and before long the whole thing | while talking rubbish) put together in time THEN WRITE ME A DECENT DISAGREE?

turned to Blobby-shaped shit and suddenly | - but doing a Christmas song seems to be SONG OR THE REINDEER GETS Tell us what you think.
I couldn’t move for elves stringing the credibility equivalent of drinking with A GAT BOLT TO THE BRAIN, | Email

themselves up in the staff bogs. Keith Allen or being in Athlete. YOU DIG?!!

SANTA WAS TALKING TO MARK BEAUMONT. PICTURES: SCOPE/DEAN CHALKLEY/ANDREW KENDALL

What would your girlfriend do for
a backstage pass?

Now is a good time to ask with Vodafone Stop the Clock. 0
Talk for up to 60 minutes, pay for just 3. To sign up, call 08080 125 555. vodafone

Subject to status. Off peak only, selected tariffs see[vodafone.co.ud for details.
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SONY.

(NEW )
Walkman'

couse euphoria, sedation and mood changes.
Ezecfscm lm?phﬁrars After +taken
twice it night becoae addictive.

www sony.co.uk/Awalkresan
CONNECT"

up to

13,000 tracks

like.no.other”
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SAM érJD:co'rT THE BrAVeRY

It’s Chrlstmas, so maybe it’s time
to make up with Brandon Flowers

ello, Sam. You areina hotel
room. What is the bathroom
therelike?

“Is this actually part of the
interview?”

That depends on how entertaining
and hilarious your answer is.

“ljust need to know whether I’'m supposed
to start being interesting or not (thinks).
Let’s see. I'll tell you my story from last
night! | was in Barcelona and the shower
looked like a wet room, but the water
actually came right out of the bathroom
and into the rest of the hotel room, so | got
out of the shower and my stuff was wet.”

Do you have ‘interview’ and

‘not interview’ modes?

“Yes, I'm normally horribly boring, and
| turn on the charm for the interview.
Has my shower story charmed you?”

Yes, that’s the one to keep in reserve
for when you’re on Parkinson.1am
now in Santa mode: have you been
agood boy this year?

“Sure! I've been hard-working!”

Will you get a potato in your stocking?
“|s that the same as a lump of coal?”

Yes, but made of potato.

“I see. | don’t think | will. But potatoes
aren’t that bad - potatoes are almost
areward. You can do so much with
potatoes.”

Since ‘An Honest Mistake’ none of your
singles have gone Top 40 and your
album has disappeared. Is this all part
of the masterplan or has something
gone wrong?

“Well, I think we went to the UK first and
started in the UK, and then we focused on
the US and the rest of the world after that.”

So you used us, then fucked of !

“No, what we're saying is that you guys
found us first. We put our stuff online
before we had a label, and Zane Lowe
found us and started playing the music.
So alot of people heard of us here before
in the States. People in the UK are a lot
more open-minded than in the States.”

1can’t get away from feeling like
youw’ve used us like a cheap whore.

It’s like the war. You come over here
with your chewing gum and your nylon
tights and your ‘rock music’, and you
leave us with an STD.

“You joke, but some people see us as

a metaphor for what the rest of the world
hates about America - an invading force!”

And how do you feel about that, Sam?
“I think that could not be further from the
reality of how we are.”

‘“Some people see us
as a metaphor for

what the world hates
about America!”

If The Bravery put on a Christmas
nativity, who would be King Herod?
“NME.”

We’ve done a lot to support you, Sam.
We’ve been there for you.

“But King Herod was a powerful man who,
I'm sure, did good things too. But he could

|

be terrifying as well.

When you look back on 2005, what
amazing events will you remember?
“It was kind of the most amazing year of

Asyou cansee, Sam was - |
delighted to get a copy of
‘Hot Fuss’ in his stocking

my life. It was our first time out! In 2004
we were playing in front of 20 people and
in 2005 we toured the world.”

Can we have a ‘hot tip’ for 2006?
“Oh, everyone in the UK is always about
their hot tips!”

Don’t forget, Sam, you were a hot tip
this time last year.

“True. Fuck - let me think. I'm bad at new
shit. I just call up my cool friends. Have you
guys had Iron & Wine? It's a solo artist, the
saddest, mellowest music you've heard. He
paints portraits of country desperation.”

Soit’s not Christmas party music
then.

“His voice is like Elliott Smith. You've got
to get the earlier stuff. It's just so difficult
to know from one or two tracks.”

Some people have that problem with
The Bravery, Sam. “I love the single,”
they say, “but 1 bought the album and
itwas horrendous.”

“Who says that?”

Alot of people.
“BAH! That’s insane (Laughs)! | don’t know
if ‘An Honest Mistake’ is our best song!”

MTIITLIE LRI 11

Itis. Do you have another huge song
for your next album?

“We don’t really have much written yet
because we're still touring, just some bits
of recording on laptops. We're aiming for
it to come out in about a year.”

We haven’t mentioned your favourite
subject yet. Are you ready to enter
afun part of the interview?

“Er...1 guess.”

In the spirit of forgiveness at
Christmas, do you have a special
festive concilatory message for
Brandon Flowers?

“(Stony silence) Um... No.”

Putitall behind you! Be the bigger
man, Sam.
“I'mtrying.”

 Sam was eating hotel biscuits during
this interview.

* His mother teaches singing at a

high school.

« Unbelievably, Sam insists that she is
“not horrified” at his vocal ‘technique’.

If your mate was to form a band,

would you be in it?

Now is a good time to ask with Vodafone Stop the Clock.
Talk for up to 60 minutes, pay for just 3. To sign up, call 08080 125 555.

Subject to status. Off peak only, selected tariffs seefvodafone.co.uklfor details.
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Love something? Loathe it? Then write to the world’s greatest letters page

LETTERS OF
THE YEAR

Christmas is a time for reflection. So let us revisit your letters and look back
on a year that brought us secret ska pasts, indie ruckin’, corporate-sponsored
charity, Carlish craziness, more indie ruckin’, ‘big boned’ sibling folk-pop, monkey
madness, class warfare, and, yup, yet more indie ruckin’. And that was just during
our NME staff outing. Ho!

But seriously. The bunting may be collapsing around your ears and the turkey
might be contaminated with avian hird flu, but before you stomp to the tree
and open up another pair of grey socks from that weird uncle who smells of
wee, here’s a selection of natty gongs for 2005’s hottest topics, pulled from the
bubbling broth of the NME mailbag. Roll on 2006...

THEHANDBAGSAT managed to get where he is by a) riding
DAWN AWARD GOES on Pete’s coat-tails and b) saying the
TOTHEKILLERS AND most stupid things he can think of
THEBRAVERY whenever you lot wave a Dictaphone under

| hate The Killers. They’re a slickly-
marketed fake corporate rock band aimed
at Home Counties girls and the feckless

his nose. Let’s face it - in 20 years’ time
everyone will still know who Pete is. Johnny
Borrell will just be a minor footnote in the

boys who wish to date them. It’s like Doherty story.
they’ve copied the most successful songs Stevie Myers, Bedford
off one of those ‘Best Of Britpop’ CDs (September24)

you find in pub jukeboxes and fed them
through a computer which has a microchip
in it that’s sensitive to the emotional needs
and wallets of students doing degrees in
Social Fine Art Marketing Chemistry or
whatever. Bingo! There’s the album and
the four-year career sorted. At least The
Bravery sound like Mansun. For that alone,
they’re worth a laugh.

Yes! Inthe rrrrrrrred corrrrrrrner! Pete
‘Whitechapel Ripper’ Doherty!
In the bluuuuuuuuuuuue
corrrrrrner! Johnny ‘Queen’s
Park Crusher’ Borrell. What -
larks! Let’s get them
together for a refereed
rematch and hope

1

Fred Chops, Bristol they do some serious
(April2) and lasting damage
to each other this
wCLOSELY FOLLOWED | time. Maybe theyd
BLOCPARTY AND break some fingers or
QUEENS OF NOIZE something and not be able to

| have to agree with Bloc Party about smoke fags or play the guitar

the self-proclaimed Queens Of Noize. for a while.
Talentless tarts the pair of them. | Scott Gibson, Wakefield
remember when the bumbling bimbos (September 24)
first started out “DJing”. They had a bloke
standing behind them, saying which THEINVISIBLE
records to play and in which order. Why MAN AWARD
you're giving these ignorant idiots pages GOESTO
is a mystery to me. MORRISSEY
Murray Absich, London Arrgggh! | can’t believe
(April 30) Morrissey’s pulled out of the

Isle Of Wight Festival. Me and my
==AND PETE AND mates had shelled out to travel all
JOHNNY the way down there on the train

Why did Pete need to lower himself to and now it looks like we'll be out

to refund my ticket and I'm left with the
prospect of spending a weekend in the
company of Faithless, Feeder, Razorlight,
Snow Patrol, Travis, Starsailor and various
other bastions of banality. Honestly, the
bill's so utterly mundane that it makes the
V Festival look like bloody All Tomorrow’s
Parties. What a kicker.

Salford Alf, via email

(June18)

After the release of ‘Don’t

Believe The Truth’, I've

finally lost faith. I just can’t

understand how a band who
took so long to release an
album could have come out

* .with these lifeless, boring

_ retreads of past glories.

= ‘Lyla’is the only decent track

on there; and don’t even get

me started on the ones that Liam’s written.

So disappointing. | really don’t understand
0Oasis’ inahility to make decent albums at
the moment. Are they lazy? Have they lost
the knack? Do they even care ahout the
music any more? Who knows. All 1 am sure
of is that my copy of ‘Don’t Believe The
Truth’ is going straight to the “listen-twice-

Morrissey. Now the organisers are refusing

smacking Johnny Borrell? Johnny has
precisely a thousandth of the talent,
wit and charm of Doherty and has only

WAER

;,.
v i

.

CAROLINE, LONDON
“This is me with Eddie Argos at the
Art Brut ULU gig. He was sporting his
sexy facial hair.”
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STALKERS!

The holly and the
skivey - Mozzer’s
pullout caused rage

and-forget” pile.
Gash, Essex
(June11)

of pocket for no reason. I can only
afford to go to one festival this year
-and of course it had to involve seeing

.

ALANA, CHESTER
“This is me and my friend when we met
The Subways at their Wrexham gig.
They were simply awesome!”

ARNO SELVINI, BRUSSELS

“This is me and The Rakes after their last
Euro headline show in Strasbourg, and as
they said in their song, we just met there!”

CRAIG & DAN, LUTON
“This is me and Dan at the Astoria before the
Oasis gig. We bumped into Andy Razorlight.
He looked like he’d been ‘Up All Night”.”

Saminspects
thenasty
wounds left

by Brandon’s
eyelash curlers

You recently asked what have Pete
Doherty and Kate Moss got in common?
Well, they are clearly both media junkies
who thrive on public exposure. Pete
couldn’t give up crack or heroin for

The Libertines or for his mother or

son, but is apparently prepared to

beat all of this stuff for Ms Moss. If

Pete manages to achieve this difficult
task then I think that Kate Moss may
well be crowned as the biggest saviour of
modern music. And | never thought

I'd hear myself say that.

Guy Poussin, via email

(February 19)

THE BROWN-NOSING
AWARD GOES'TO
MAXCARLISH

After watching the compelling trash that
was Stalking Pete Doherty, | don’t think

I'll be alone in fearing for the immediate
health and future of our Pete. Max Carlish
seemed typical of the brown-nosing,
deluded fuckwits that Pete’s decided to
surround himself with since becoming
estranged from what seemed to be his true
friends (The Libertines). I can only hope
that Pete watched the documentary and
had what alcoholics call “a moment

of clarity.”

Brev, Manchester

(June4)

SEND US YOUR PICTURES! Email mypicture@nme.comobile text to 88428
Post Stalkers!,NME, 25th Floor, King’s Reach Tower, Stamford Street, London SE19LS
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PIETER M VAN HATTEM/GETTY/DEAN CHALKLEY/ANDY WILLSHER

THE ‘CAN
MILLIONAIRES MAKE
GOOD POP?’ AWARD
GOESTO COLDPLAY

Is anyone else sick of hearing that new
Coldplay album everywhere they go?

1 was in Topshop the other day waiting for
my girlfriend and they were playing it over
the speaker system - it made me want

to push people in front of traffic before
cutting my own throat with a Bic Orange.
I know it's wrong to criticise them for
being bland - that blandness is in fact

the very foundation of their popularity

- but sweet Jesus - ‘X&Y'’ is so bland it
actually comes full circle and becomes
offensive, much in the same way that the
further left wing you go, the more right
wing you become. Or something. And to
think that there are bands out there that
aspire to rip them off! We're entering

the last days, seriously.

Ben, via email

(June 25)

THE BONO AWARD
FOR CHARIDEE GOES
TOLIVES

| for one can’t wait for Live8. Seeing
famous people selflessly giving up

their time to help those that are less
talented, beautiful and rich than them

is always really heart-warming. Especially
when the beneficiaries are photogenic,
shoeless little starving African children.
The whole thing makes being in a band
look like a big fun club - and this is their
end-of-year gang show. | hope Jake
Shears recites the Lord’s Prayer, Snoop
and Macca do ‘Ebony And Ivory’ and
Joss Stone, Razorlight and Keane gather
together round Elton John’s piano for a
touchy-feely MOR singalong. Then truly
my life will be complete.

RichardF, via email

(June 25)

Congratulations to Bob Geldof and Richard
Curtis for assembling nine gigs showcasing
the very shittest music. I'm all in favour

of ending world poverty, but do we really
have to listen to Razorlight and Joss Stone
while we're doing it? And as for Bill Gates
introducing Dido - this is a man who has
the cash to end world poverty tomorrow,
cure all known disease, repair the hole in
the ozone layer and pay Dido enough to
make sure she never sings in public again.
The whole of Live8 was a big, self-satisfied
celebrity circle jerk and it made me feel
more than a little queasy.

Anon, via email

(July 16)

This generation’s
Marianneand
Mick. Lucky old you

THE OJ SIMPSON
AWARD FFOR BEING
JANMMY GOES TO
MICHAEL JACKSON

| can’t believe that Michael Jackson got
away without some kind of custodial
sentence. The man might not be a
paedophile, but he’s obviously as mad
a bag of hammers. For his safety alone
he should be in care.

Aidan, via email

(June 25)

THE BERNARD
MATTIEWS AWARD
GOESTOTHEMAGIC
NUMBERS

Stupid twats at TOTP. The Magic
Numbers are a brilliant band and
comments about their weight are childish.
If you look at the band, the girls especially
are pretty and TOTP should apologise.
No-one watches that lame show
anyway unless a decent band is on, like
The Magic Numbers, for whom | would
suffer through the show on mute until
their slot.

Ruby J Tuesday, via email

..AND

ANOTHEF
THING :

Any chance of a pullout
poster of Paul Smith’s
stomach?

Miss Maximo, via email
(Viay 28)

Dan Martin was definitely

the best thing onstage Hear his latest

at Live8. My particular album, ‘29’ infull
favourite moment was .
when Youssou N’Dour, on the NME Media
the only African artist on Player now
the bill, came onstage
and everyone stopped
dancing.
Angry Anderson, via
email (July 30)
WATCH
Can nobody release any THE
half-decent singles over MOWS'
the next seven weeks? A F
I'm watching The Ashes Watch the video for
g[ﬂ(: d%n'[gW'Sh tobe their cracking new
isturbed. . a
Kris Kinner, London single ‘When The Sun
(July 30) Goes Down’ on the
NME Media Player

WINA
WALKMAN!
A brand new 6Gh
Sony Walkmanis
yours to ownif you
win the competition

atiNME.COM/WIN|

(August 27) HEARTHE
STROKES’
THE KING MONKEY ALBUM S
AWARD GOESTO'THE v
ARCTIC MONKEYS! FIRST!
I have just got back from seeing Arctic ‘First Impressions Of
Monkeys in Norwich and OH MY GOD At first, I thought it )
| CAN'T BELIEVE IT! How does a band was my imagination. Earth’ will be slowly
so perfect, with the greatest songs, Now, after seeing the revealed to you. Hear
emerge from nowhere? The way Alex pictures of The White it from December
Turner works a crowd is just amazing. Stripes in the May 21
He’s got charisma and the band are so issue, I'm convinced 20 on the NME.COM
tight - you can see what they’ve been that Jack White is actually Media Player
up to instead of doing their homework Papa Lazarou. | wouldn’t
for the last few years. It’s great to have be surprised if he started CHRISTMAS
aband like Arctic Monkeys now. There introducing Meg as his A~ ONNME.COM
have been some really interesting new wife Dave. )
bands this year but this is the first one Rachel, Camelsdale ‘ Welookbackat the
I've seen that you sense has a real future p year inpictures and
and are going to be the band we’ll be We can’t say anything news withaselection
talking about for years to come. Hey unpleasant ahout
people, this is the start of something Jack, otherwise he of the greatest
important. won’t come and fix moments fromeach
Emma Graham, Norwich our toilet - EIf month in music
(October 22)
¢ LETTERSANDSTUFT
—— EDITED BY:
[EmAllIetters@nine.com BEN PERREAU

Post ThelLetters Page, NME, 25thFloor,
King’s Reach Tower, Stamford St, London SE19LS
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A trawl through ﬁwm-maumﬁme

- starting with anenti ﬁArcl_!.cMonkeymental

December2004
Nineteen-year-old barman Alex Turner
is living at his parents” house in High
Green, Sheffield. In his spare time he
fronts Arctic Monkeys alongside old
schoolmates Matt Helders, Jamie Cook
and Andy Nicholson.

January 2005
A close friend of the band sets up

and posts
two early demos - ‘Curtains Close’ and
‘Riot Van’, which feature Alex singingin a
curiously transatlantic accent.

February 2005

More recordings appear online, including
‘Fake Tales Of San Francisco’ and ‘I Bet You
Look Good On The Dancefloor’. Fans begin
trading the songs on The Libertines’ and
The Others’ message boards.

| Then: NME, May 28 2005

March 2005

The Monkeys get their first NME live review
at a sold-out Sheffield Harley. “Nothing
less than stars in waiting,” we drool.

April 2005

The band’s message board now becomes
the focus point for fans. “I first heard them
when my mates sent me some MP3s,”
gushes Roxy - a student and board regular.

“Alex’s lyrics are fantastic and they’re really
down to earth - they’ll talk to their fans.”

May 2005

The record company scramble is won by
Domino and the Monkeys finally release
their debut EP - but ‘Five Minutes With
Arctic Monkeys' is kept out of the charts
when the label forgets to print a
barcode on the cover.

July 2005

Alex declares a hysterical
homecoming show at the Birdwell
Club in Barnsley “amazing - definitely
one of the best gigs we've ever had”.

August 2005

Carling Weekend: Reading And Leeds &
Festivals. Carling Tent. Around mid-
afternoon. Alex Turner announces

his band’s arrival to the wider world with
the words “Don’t believe the hype, Reading.
They haven't hyped us up enough!”

October 2005

Second single ‘I Bet You Look Good On The

Dancefloor’ races to Number One and in the
same week the band also grab
their first NME cover.

Movember 2005

Alex tops the NME Cool List,
leading The Independent to
dedicate an entire page in its
pews section to the unlikely star.

December 2005

Arctic Monkeys finish their

debut album and prepare for

tthe ShockWaves NME Awards
#8 Tour 2006. Rick Martin



http://www.arcticmonkeys.com

KAISER
CHIEFS
THEN: Five Britpop-
inspired fellas from
Leeds with a clutch of
great singles under their
pelts and a Parva-shaped
&hip on their shoulder.
WHAT WE SAID: “With
exuberance, charm and a BBC3 sitcom’s
worth of one-liners, Kaiser Chiefs are riding
high on the post-Franz jitter-pop wave of
excellence.” NME, January 15, 2005
NOW: Friends of the Foos, Live8 champs,
02 NME Rock’n’Roll Riot headliners, globe
trotting indie superstars etc etc.
WHAT THEY SAY: “Our proudest
achievement is that we’ve done it despite
being ‘too old and having used to be
Parva’ - a comment made by one industry
type early on. That, and hearing that Paul
McCartney likes us.” - Nick Hodgson

BLOCPARTY
THEN: A breath of fresh
airinaLondon scene
more interested in the
next toke of the crack
pipe than bursting
hearts and minds with
dynamic indie rock’n’roll.
WHAT WE SAID: “Bloc
Party break all the rules.
Their very existence should be enough
to make rock choke to death on its own
clichés.” NME, January 15, 2005

NOW: Stars of 2005's ShockWaves NME Tour,

creators of our Album Of The Year, Oasis
baiters and a new reason to believe in the
possibilities of passion and electric guitars.

Even if they did moan like your dad with piles.

WHAT THEY SAY: “2005 was unbelievable.
Headlining Reading and Leeds - we'll take
that to the grave - and not burning out. In
2006 we'll mostly be looking forward to new
0Oasis material.” - Matt Tong

THEMAGIC
NUMBERS
THEN: Two brothers and
two sisters re-imagine
the chirpy sound of '60s
west coast America.
WHAT WE SAID:
“With their heavenly
harmonies, The Magic
Numbers are truly
something you can live
for.” NME, January 15, 2005
NOW: Their all-inclusive swoon-pop
party in the John Peel Tent was a defining
Glastonbury moment, leading to a Top 10
album and a Top Of The Pops walk-out.
WHAT THEY SAY: “Finally getting to play
at Glastonbury ‘onstage’ instead of round a
campfire was something else. | don’t think
we’ll ever forget 2005.” - Romeo Stodart

ANTO
ANDTHE
JOHINSONS
THEN: Sounding like a
curious unison of Nina

Simone and chanting
16th century monks,
Chichester-born,

NYC-dwelling Antony Hegarty was already

beloved by Lou Reed and Devendra Banhart.

WHAT WE SAID: “Let him into your heart
and you'll be singing his praises to anyone
who'll listen.” NME, March 12, 2005

NOW: We knew we were in love as soon as
he opened his lipgloss-smudged mouth.
That he scooped the Mercury Music Prize
too was a victory for the disenfranchised.
WHAT THEY SAY: “Everyone | ever cared
about, every hero | ever had, every dream
show | ever played, everything has come at
once.” - Antony Hegarty

ARCAD
FIRE
THEN: Goth-garage
septet from Canada
who wrestled beauty
from macabre subject
matter and featured a
gimp in a crash helmet.
WHAT WE SAID:

“Tissues and tequila, death and
danceability: Arcade Fire know how to mourn
with magnificence.” NME, January 15, 2005
NOW: The album had been spinning in our
chest cavity for months, but it was their
performance at Reading which cemented
our love for the audio ambitious ghouls.
WHAT THEY SAV:“My highlights of 2005?
Being on the beach in Barcelona at 3am
making loud screaming noises, playing with
David Byrne, David Bowie and U2 and not
faking it.”- Win Butler James Jam

JeminaPet: obviously '
chuffed tobein our lugholes L
- v -

Adventure x.

A sneak-peak of next year’s debut
album sees Jemina Pearl strutting like
a mini-Stefani through BYOP’s
poppiest moment yet.

Ryan Adams

29 Lost Highway

Built from haystacks, moonshine and
red-eyed hindsight, album three of
2005 sees the prolific Mr Adams
hitting the target with some stripped,
countrified rock’n’roll.

Matisyahu

King Without A Crown sony B1G
Shalom Motherfuckers! The hottest
song on American radio today is this
dub-hop classic by the Hasidic Jew
Bob Marley. We couldn’t make it up!

Franz Ferdinand

The Fallen (Justice remix)

White Label

The best song off ‘You Could Have It
So Much Better’ remixed by crazy
French folk who know their daft from
their punk

Girls Aloud

Swinging London Town Polydor

In which the Aloud savage their own
sleb party culture against a pulsating
synth patchwork Kraftwerk would be
envious of.

Beck

Broken Drum (Boards Of
Canada Remix) interscope

The crown-prince of two turntables
and a microphone gets scarily
mangled by Boards Of Canada for
next year’s remix record ‘Guerolito’.

Roland Shanks

Cutting Teeth voshi Moshi

South London electro artonistas give
good jumpy, pumpy bass-tastic
singalong fest.

Hot Chip

No Fit State pra

Brain-boshing electro-indie-techno-
pop. Think New Order playing early
Underworld 12”s round James
Murphy’s house.

DEAN CHALKLEY
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You’ve eatenand
drunk until you’re
feeling bhloated
-nowit’s time

for theKingand
Queen’s speech

he chug of a lonesome

train approaching

over snow-dusted

tracks. A young boy’s

face lights up at the

jingle of a distant
marimba solo drifting through the icy
night air. The wail of a coyote-voiced
Detroit bluesman hollering “Holidays
are coming!” in wired falsetto. Such,
in September ad breaks to come, will
be the first sign of the festive season,
when Jack White has been promoted
to the new face of Coca-Cola’s attempt
to make small children think they
invented Christmas. The White
Stripes will actually BE Christmas;
soaring through the skies on a flying
1920s fruit wagon driven by bowler-
hatted reindeer, dispensing raspberry
swirls and tribal devil masks to all the
ickle kiddywinks of the world. So,
enjoying a well-earned feet-up in
Detroit, they should surely be
practicing their “yo-ho-hos”, and not,
say, moaning about other bands
nicking ‘their’ colours.

“Recently so many bands have
adopted the red, white and black
colour scheme that it’s harder for us
to stand out,” says Jack, Scroogishly.
“Green Day, My Chemical Romance...
there’s plenty of them there...”

Bah, and indeed, humbug. But
2005 has been a multitude of
triumphs for the Stripes, from
crocodile-infested weddings to
continent-quaking world tours: you'd
have thought that they couldn’t be
happier as the year draws to a close
than if George Bush declared it
officially 1937 again. But in festive
cheer as much as career, The White
Stripes are never ones to pander to
convention.

“All the stuff we’ve done this year
has been bad business,” Jack points
out. “You're supposed to play America
and England and Japan first and do
as much press as possible. But we
didn’t. I think with this album we
tried to do as a little as possible,
because on ‘Elephant’ we did so
much, so we thought it was a bad idea
to do all that talking before we went
on tour. We wanted to keep the
energy alive for the album as long as
possible without being cerebral about

| ME, SAN

BEHIND,
1A%

" ‘1 hope everyone will
~ stop watching reality
TV and spend time with

their friends”’

it. We have a lot of songs ready for the
next record - hopefully we’ll be able to
do more recording when we get done
with all this touring.”

So: take up your gentle leaning
stance against the mantelpiece, polish
your baubles to a lusty sheen and
deliver, sir, your Christmas Message
to the Indie Nation.

“I’d like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas,” Jack declares. “I hope
that this year all of your readers will
take the time off and stop watching

» ¥ 4

)

reality television for one day to spend
some time with their real friends.”

“We will be watching reality
television though,” Meg laughs “Jack
especially likes to watch reality T'V.”

“I would never do such an evil
thing,” Jack barks, in a spat you'd
never see between Liz'n’Phil Windsor.
“I would also like to encourage people
to pay more respect to their elders.
That’s always been my attitude: what
right do we have to have our photo
taken or our name printed without
paying our respects to people who did
it first and did it better, giving a
platform for people who pay attention
and listen to what we do? My first
instinct is to play them someone else’s
song rather than my own. But yes:
Merry Christmas, NME readers
everywhere.”

They’ve been thinking ’bout m
their sleighbells...

THEWHITE
STRIPES

o ‘

The history of Christmas
inrock, mayhe

Yule 1973 was famous for two

songs: Wizzard’s ‘1 Wish It

Could Be Christmas 4 ?‘ .
Everyday’ (aka ‘1 Wish It ) |
Could Be Payday Every % y 1r
Year’) and Slade’s ‘
‘Merry Xmas

Everybody’ (aka ‘It’s e b
CHRIIISSST- MAAASSSY’).

At last, pop bands didn’t

need to be sexy, musical or even

literate. All it took was a sore "1
throat, stupid hair and one idea. q

You will never experience a )
festive period free of either.

- - = Pt e 2
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“This year ’'m hoping Santa will bring me a hoob joh”
Nick Valensi

b Q. How do the coolest band in the world spend Christinas?

xactly how cool
are The Strokes?
Well, pretty cool.

An example:
we're gathered
in the reception
of Manhattan’s
uiber-fashionable
Industria photo studios on a cold New
York afternoon to meet the band.
Casually hanging out in reception is
Kate Moss.

Second example: they’re the band
who not only woke up one morning in
2001 having reinvented rock’n’roll for
the noughties, but just-as-effortlessly
managed to launch a million catwalk
looks and skinny-tied garage-punk
spin-offs, inspire the likes of Carl
Barat and Pete Doherty to form a
band and bag a handful of A-list
Hollywood dates in the process, too.

Yep, it’s official: The Strokes aren’t
just cool, they’re ice-cold. In fact,
they’re so saturated in sangfroid,
they’d rather die than break a
sweat, right?

“Kate Moss is here?” yelps Fab
Moretti, a Santa costume under one
arm, a gorilla suit under the other
and a hugely camp vaudeville
moustache sprouting from the middle
of his face, as the rest of the band
screech into the studio. “We gotta get
this done and go meet her!” A mere
45 seconds later he’s pulled both
ensembles on over the top of each
other, shoved NME’s thick winter
coat up his front to serve as a barrel
belly, and is standing proudly
admiring his genetically-modified
festive man-beast disaster of a
reflection in the mirror.

Behind him, notoriously-dapper
guitarist Albert Hammond Jr
casually emerges from the side of
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a screen wearing a long blonde wig,
Santa hat and aviator shades. He’s
followed by the ever-louche Julian
Casablancas and hopelessly-hip Nick
Valensi, the former sporting a jumbo-
sized and tastefully-angled hat of his
own and the latter in — oh yes

— pigtails. Only Nikolai Fraiture,
dressed in grungey shirt
and drainpipes and
scowling somewhere

of Freddie Mercury. Which is all,
obviously, much, much cooler than
it sounds.

NME: Do The Strokes usually

spend Christmas together?

Nick: “We always get together a few

days before Christmas and have a

little Strokes gathering.”
Julian: “It’s called A

Very Strokes Christmas.”

under his fake snow-
beaten fringe, is

The Strokes give their first
impressions of major events in 2005

Fab: “It’s always held
at my house. Well it has

upholding the legend been for about the last
of The Strokes by Fab: “We were invited to play four years. We do Secret
refusing to join in the Philadelphia but couldn’t do it. Santa and we have
costume frivolities. We really wanted to, but we’d been a tradition of cooking
“Can you help me get I RN G EG R EVEL R ERTETMAR  vodka rigatoni, which

Julian: “I watched it. I think it did
a lot of good.”

this snow out of my hair
please?” he demands

is a secret recipe of one
of our friends’ mum.

quietly, before Nikolai: “It must have done, 'cos I think it’s actually

succumbing to a smirk Bob Geldof was recently awarded going to move this

as he surveys the rest the Peacemaker Of The Year award.” year to Albert’s house.

of his band. “Then let’s Julian: “rd have given it to I don’t know why.”

get on with these Nelson Mandela.” Albert: “We're going

Christmas questions.” B ————— to film it this year and
Yes — and forget the fact we’re hoping to air it

that The Strokes’ ‘ , on TV one day.”

excellent new album 2 :

‘First Impressions Of What, like MTV’s

Earth’ (Albert: “It’s so Cribs?

great. It feels so right,”)
is released next week, or that
only a short while ago they
had intrepid fans queueing
up overnight in the cold to
buy tickets for their secret
tiny London show — we need
to get down to the serious
business of talking Christmas. This
we do, pausing every couple of minmites
so that Fab (who, by the end of the
interview has fidgeted so much he’s got
a beer bottle label stuck on his forehead
and a coat hanger tucked into the back
of his T-shirt) can do some impressions

7
B .
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will be...”

Albert: “No, it’s going

‘to be a little bigger than that.
Prime-time.”

Bo where will you
all actually be this
‘December 25?
Nick: “Probably in New York
with family, girlfriend,
mothers, sisters...”

Julian: “This December 25 I

Fab: “...in your anus.”
Julian: “Um, I will probably be,
! Ummm...I don’t know.”

A. With sodomy, rigatoni, ukeleles... and dressed like this...

Is this your first year as a
married man?

Julian: “Yes, it will be my first
Christmas with my wife.”

Fab: “C’'mon dude, you’ve been
spending Christmas with Juliet and
us every year for the past four years!”

Julian: “Yeah, but this will actually
be our first Christmas Day together.
So on December 25 I'm probably going
to be with some manner of family.

I don’t actually have any family here,
so I’'m going to go find some.”

Nikolai, you’ve recently become
a father. Are you looking forward
to spending the first Christmas
with your daughter?
Nikolai: “Yep, first Christmas. I'm
hoping it’s going to be pretty exciting.
T’ve got my fingers crossed.”

Fab: “(Confused) Wait, it’s your first
year with what?”

Nikolai: “My first Christmas with
my child.”

Julian: “It’s not your first one, dude!
You had Christmas with her last year.”

Fab: “Wait, yeah! She was at the
house with us last year, I remember!”

Nikolai: “Wait, what did we do last
Christmas?”

Fab: “We were at my house and she
was playing with all her presents!”

Nikolai: “(Laughing) Oh yeah, now
I remember. Sorry, I'm not very good
at this. Yes, yes, this is my second
Christmas with my daughter.”

Are you saying you don’t know
how old your only child is?
Albert: “I think what he was trying
to say is that last year was one he will
never, ever forget. It was a truly
magical Christmas!”

Fab: “Well this will be the first
year that I celebrate Christmas

GETTY



The Strokes (clockwise from top left)
Nick Valensi, Albert Hammond Jr, Julian
Casahlancas, lan Brown, Nikolai Fraiture:
Fah Moretti’s new weave fooled even
NME’s esteemed caption writers
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Christmas.”
Albert: “Right, the
moustache!”

Julian: “Did you
change your name to
Freddie yet?”

Fab: “(Doing the first of
many Freddie Mercury
impressions) ...cos we
are the champions,
my friend...”

What presents did
you give each other
last year?
Julian: “I don’t
remember what I got,
but someone else might
remember, that’s the
kind of thing my
memory’s bad with.”

Albert: “I got an amp.
Ryan [Gentles, The
Strokes’ manager]| got
me a guitar amp.”

Fab: “This is going to
sound really bad but
I can’t remember what
I got either.”

Julian: “Didn’t I get
you the drums?”

Fab: “Nah, that was
two years ago.”

So have your
Christmasses
changed much?
Have your presents
got more expensive?
Albert: “Actually that’s
kind of true!”

Fab: “That’s why we have to do
Secret Santa because if we were all
as extravagant to each other as we
are to one person we'd be poor.”

What’s the most extravagant
present you've ever bought
each other?

Nikolai: “I got a boat.”

Nick: “I got Albert a Lamborghini.
It’s true!”

Fab: “Well, Julian bought me that
drum set two years ago. Oh and that’s
right, then the next year he got me an

J ukelele. It’s kind of like a sliding scale.”

Julian: “I'm going to get him a

tambourine this year.”

What are you hoping Santa will
bring you in 2005?

Nick: “I'm hoping for a boob job or
some sort of plastic surgery.”

Albert: “I'm hoping Nick will get
a boob job.”

Fab: “Yeah, you and him have
something going on, right?”

Albert: “Yes that’s right, we fucked
years ago —circa 2002.”

Nick: “Hold on, I've got some weird
dejé vu all of a sudden. I reckon if we
went back in the NME files we could
find something with us talking about
a boob job. No I'm serious, we’ve had
this conversation before sometime...”

Fab: “Yeah, you’re right, you're
right. We did!”

o

Julian, what would you most like
for Christmas this year?
Julian: “Umm... probably to titty-
fuck Nick. (Long silence) Oh God, my
mum reads NME...”
Fab: “Your mum reads NME?”
Julian: “Yeah, she goes and gets it

26 NME 17/24 December 2005
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We all know where
that tree’s going.
Nikolai however...

from the from you,
newsstand you gave it
every week. to me. You
She’s got a can have it
file of them.” back if you
Fab: “Well really want
you'd better ° but you’ll
hurry up Julian Casablancas have to
and say what : cook the
you really rigatoni.”
want then.” Nick: “So you guys want to get the

Albert: “Yeah — you don’t really want
to titty-fuck Nick, you want to...”
Julian: “...it’s true, I don’t want to
do that. Er, what do I want to do?”
Fab: “I don’t know, it’s
you dude! I can’t answer
for you. I know what
I want to do.”

What do you want

to do, Fab?

Fab: “(Pause) Oh man,
I don’t know, maybe my
mum reads NME too.”

What are you doing
on New Year’s Eve?
Nick: “T'wo years ago we
rented out a hotel suite
and had a really nice
party. I'd actually like to
do that again. Hey, why
don’t we do that?”
Julian: “We were just
talking about that
actually, I was going to
ask you guys if that’s
what you wanted to do.”
Nick: “Let’s do it!”
Fab: “Oh wait, we
could have it at my place
seeing as Albert stole
Christmas from me.”
Albert: “I didn’t steal it

The Strokes give their first
impressions of major events in 2005

Fab: “I fucking loved what he said!
He said George Bush doesn’t care
about black people. I think that
regardless of what he said or where
he was saying it, he’s got some balls
and I respect that. And you know what JR7slsig=a
else? I think he’s a very talented young
man as well. 1 also think that he

should continue to produce because out.”
the shit that he’s produced is really
rad. I'd like to work with him.”

hotel suite for New Year, yeah? That’s
what we’ll all be doing then. There you
go, you were here, you witnessed The
Strokes’ New Year’s Eve decision.”

You must have had

some debauched New

Year’s Eves in the

past...

Fab: “Yes. Probably the

best was that one two

years ago in the hotel.

Why? ’Cos there was

a bed and a closet...”
Nick: “...And Fab was

Fab: “Yeah, I reckon
you can figure the rest

Julian: “(Almost
inaudibly) I was
vomiting long before
midnight.”

Fab: “We had two
patios...”

Nick: “...and a
partridge in a pear...”

Fab: “No, and a
bartender and a lot of
friends there, great food,
great champagne.”

Nick: “It was really
great actually. You
should have been there.”

If you could have
anyone round to
your New Year’s
dinner, who would
it be?

Julian: “(Immediately)
Nelson Mandela.”

Fab: “Dude, that is so
weird! That is exactly
what I was thinking. I
swear to God I am not
joking, I am not joking!”

Julian: “He’s coming
to my house. I don’t
care if you want him.”

Is there anyone else
you’d like round?
Nikolai: “There isn’t
anyone else, they spoke
for all of us. Aw, look at
that! (Pointing to
Julian and Fab, who
are now hugging each
other).”

Fab: “(Quietly to
Julian) Seriously dude,
that was so freaky!”

Ever kissed anyone
under the mistletoe?
All: “Woo-00!”

Nick: “No, I've never
done that.”

Julian: “That sounds
like fun. When you
have your Christmas
party, Albert, I want
mistletoe.”

Albert: “That’s how
I met my girlfriend
actually, under the
mistletoe.”

All: “Really?”

Albert: “Seriously, 'm
not kidding!”

Fab: “That’s how you met your
special lady friend? Wow, that’s great,
what did you say?”

Albert: “I didn’t say anything, I just
went (points up at imaginary
mistletoe).”

Fab: “That’s so romantic. Was that
before or after she passed out?”

Are there any weird American
Christmas traditions we might
not know about?

Albert: “Forking over the loot.”

Julian: “Sodomy.”

Albert: “Nah, It’s pretty much the
same thing here as you have really.”

Nikolai: “You guys have Boxing Day,
though.”

Fab: “What’s that?”

Nikolai: “It’s where they make
people go out and fight each other in
the street.”

Fab: “Really?”

Nikolai: “Yeah sure. The day after
Christmas they draw white lines on
the street and people go crazy like,
y’know, ‘RRAAAOORY’, boxing each
other.”

Fab: “You'’re serious?”

Nikolai: “No dude, it’s to do with all
the empty boxes.”

What were your Christmasses
like as kids?
Julian: “Actually me and Nikolai and
our parents used to spend them
together.”

Nikolai: “Yeah, drinking.”

Julian: “That was when we were
what, 13?”

Nikolai: “I was friends first with
Julian and then our parents
became friends through us.”

REX FEATURES



There were no reported injuries in the Great SnowbaII Fight of 1964. (That is, unless you count the snowman.)
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Did his parents get you good

Nikcla: ot

i: “No, they never got me
anything, it was me and Julian who
used to get each other stuff. The best
thing he ever got me was a Nintendo.”

All: “Wow!”

| The Strokes give their first
impressions of major events in 2005

Fab: “Kate Moss is a lovely human
being and she should not be chastised
for doing what every single person in
that fucking industry does. It’s bullshit
that she’s being martyred.”

Julian: “Yeah dude, coke rules.”

Nick: “Who cares what Kate Moss
fucking does? It’s silly and it’s gossip.”

Fab: “Do | think it was Pete Doherty’s
fault?”

Nikolai: “It’s not like no-one knew
Kate and Pete did drugs beforehand.
They got it on film, so what?”

What, when you were 13? That’s
pretty generous...

Nikolai: “Yeah, I went round his
house to say, ‘Happy Christmas’ and
in his hall there was a Nintendo in
abag and a ‘For Nikolai’ tag on it.

I wept with joy. Then I played Mike
Tyson’s Punch-Out forever more.”

What’s your favourite Christmas
carol?
Fab: “The one that goes, (in Freddie
falsetto) ‘Hark the herald angels sing,
glory to the (dropping an octave
suddenly) to the newborn king...”
Albert: ““Tis the Season To Be
Jolly’. No-one knows that one, right?”
All: “(In perfect harmony) dum-da-
da-dum-dum-da-da-dum-dum’.”

Qﬁ.
.'l.r

Ever considered recording
a Christmas song of your own?
Albert: “Like ‘Jingle Bell Rock’?”

Fab: “(Singing) Jingle-bell, jingle-
bell, jingle-bell rock’” lows. T'd probably give it a

Julian: “I want to do one.” 10 and 0.”

Julian: “So that’s — what
—an average of 57 I'd give it
a7l”

Fab: “Hold on, I have the
equation right here. Ready? If
you divide the addition of all
our years by the square root
of all of our life expectancies
then multiply that number by
the times I've had a beer
tonight divided by how many
times Albert has taken a shit
today, then you have the
correct number for The
Strokes’ year. Now come on,
let’s go and find Kate Moss.”

The rest: “Merry
Christmas!”

Fab: “Yeah, Merry
Christmas...”

What, your own composition or
a cover?

Julian: “I want to cover the Saturday
Night Live Christmas song. It’s called
‘I Wish It Was Christmas Everyday’.
I like the song, I like the drum beat,

I like the melodies, I like the lyrical
content.”

Is the rest of the band up
for that?
Julian: “I don’t think so.”

Fab: “Let’s do it! Let’s go! Let’s
go now!”

Er, just before you go... how
would you rate 2005 overall for
The Strokes?

Albert: “There were highs, there were

10 THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW ABOUT THE STROKES

Guaranteed, or your money hack*! Ten unbeatable nuggets of pub banter to tide you over until 2006

wrote The Hollies’
ubiquitous hit ‘The Air
That | Breathe’? Flint-

1They’re hig old geeks
Yes, forget their image
as iiber-cool rock’n’roll

smoothies, The Strokes faced tosspots Simply
run a chess club in New Red murdered it a few
York with alt.country years ago.
troubadour Ryan Adams. 4 They have hip
Apparently Albert friends

The band’s drum-tech/
stand-in Fab/all round
good bloke Matt

Romano (inset right)

Hammond Jr is the Daddy
of the Reti opening. “It’s a
pretty rockin’ deal,”
Adams recently divulged.

2 They eat utter junk tops up his
When in the UK, taciturn  salary by @l ; Little Albert Hammond
bassman Nikolai Fraiture ~ working p ' Jrafterhisfirst taste
% enjoys indulginginchips  asan of codeine (maybe)

and cheese - his favourite  occasional e

: type of fast food. agony
3 They come fromnoble uncle for 5 They have
lineages New York’s shady pasts

s Everyone knows that ElleGirl Allow us to debunk
Albert Hammond Srmade  magazine. “Go a few Strokes myths:
a fortune from writing rent a Benji movie Julian Casablancas didn’t

play the kid in the Tom
Hanks movie Big. Ryan
Adams didn’t get them all

and stop thinking about
boys!” is possibly the best
advice we’ve ever heard.

cheesy MOR songs for Tina
Turner in the 1970s. But
did you know that he also

bl i 2 k. W
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Wereally should makea

. \ jokealong t
lm:s of “Quick, Fah, put the maskialzle(
on” hut frankly, we can’tbe hothered

addicted to smack
when they were
recording ‘Room On
Fire’. And Julian
definitely isn’t going
out with Regina
Spektor. He’s married
to a girl called Juliet.
6 They’re musos

so pimp that Epiphone
have introduced a
model of guitar named
after him, the Elitist
Nick Valensi Riviera
P-94. It comes in
antique natural or
vintage sunburst.
7 They’re not afraid
of impaired vision
Albert Hammond Jr’s
preferred method of
getting pissed is to drink
shots of Sake through his
eyeballs. But be warned

- tests have shown that it

“ :
g o . AR oSE o

Guitarist Nick Valensi is

his arm.

leads to blindness. And (

hurts like fuck. Nick’s * ‘ J

8 Their girifriends are  {| wandering 25
obsessive handsdoa -

little ‘research’
for hishoobjob

Nick Valensi’s fiancée
Amanda De Cadenet
compiled a coffee table-
sized book full of pictures |
of his half-naked torso, to
be called My Boyfriend,
Nick Valensi. Amazingly,

it was never published.

9 They’re multi-talented
In addition to being

a pretty competent
caricaturist and sculptor,
Fab Moretti also has
a very cool name. It
means “one with
skillful hands”,

D ENE ) A

10 They should
know better

Julian has a rubbish
tarantula tattoo on

u" e o
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Name: Teddy and Tommy
Mitchell

Team: The Mitchell Brothers
Representing: The Bling
poison: Brandy and Coke
comments: Have obviously
played Hungry Hippos hefore

(R T eW

Name: Mark Beaumont
Team: NVE
Representing: You!
Poison: Arsenic
_l:omgnents: Thinks he’s
In Kaiser Chiefs

LIBERTINE!
Name: John Hassall

Team: The Libertines/Yeti
Representing: Arcadia
Poison: Jamesons and Coke
Comments: Good sport,
but needs to overcome
Twister phobia

Name: Patrick Wolf % Name: Frankie Poullain

Team: Patrick Wolf
Representing: Bohemia
poison: Champagne!
Comments: Prone to
impromptu toplessness

Representing: Those
wrgnged by Justin Hawkins
Poison: Champagne!
Comments: Competitive

oo

. R &
$. r. - ) . . Ol gt point to the hardest

ou join us as Britain
faces a booze crisis.
Upstanding citizens
are now going on all-
day benders thanks
to potty legislation
allowing 24-hour binge drinking.
Just in time then for the only
celebrity game-show that matters,
the only one Elaine Lordan might
have survived - yes, it’'s NME’S
AMAZING ANNUAL ALL-STAR
CELEBRITY PUB GOLF
DRINKING TOURNAMENT!

Last year we split up Busted,
secured a future for GLC’s Maggot
as a Freddie Mercury tribute artist
and saved Lisa Moorish from a jail
term. That incident also means
that we can never return to Soho,
so Pub Golf has come back to its
spiritual home of Camden.

A quick recap of the rules: like
real golf, the object of the game is
to keep your score as low as
possible. Points are incurred for
failing to down drinks in each
game, and for failing (or coming
last) in the series of Krypton
Factor-esque challenges.

The prize? The coveted NME

~ Amazing Bag Of Promotional Shit!

This year we have also revived the
tradition of getting our own hands
dirty, so Pub Golf veteran Mark
Beaumont will be competing. The
Mitchell Brothers are competing

~ together, but with the handicap of

T

doubling their final score. Oh, and
before anybody accuses us of
sexism, there are only four females
in the whole of indie, and they all
had the good sense to say no...

(a0
g

THEPURPLE TURTLE
Skill game: Salty Nuts In
Your Mouth

A simple start; the celebrities
must down a round of drinks,

and then throw three nuts in the
air, catching them in their mouth.
It’s poor entry for John, who not
only fails to down his Jamesons
and Coke (he was in The
Libertines!) but displays appalling

B co-ordination (well, he was in The

Libertines) by failing to catch any
nuts, so incurs the maximum four
points. Frankie catches just one
nut, as does Patrick, and Mark
two, but racing into the lead are

Teddy and

Tommy, RAPSHEET
withaclean  prankies 2

sweep and Mitchell Bros: 0
John: 4

no points
whatsoever!  patrick:3
Mark: 1

HOPE & ANCHOR
Mental game: Who Am I?
The return of last year’s popular
round two, each celebrity has one
minute to guess the name of the
slightly-more-famous celebrity that
is Post-It-noted to their head, by
asking a series of ‘Yes or No’
questions. But! Their opponents
may mislead them if they wish!
Frankie fails to guess he is
Michael Jackson, while John’s bad
luck continues when he doesn’t
realise that he is Charlotte
Church. The Mitchell Brothers
clean up, as Teddy downs his
brandy and Tommy
guesses in record time
that he is Jennifer Lopez.
Patrick gets in a bizarre
mental tangle with his
mate wrongly instructing
him that Jarvis Cocker is
his favourite pop star.

RAPSHEET
Frankie: 3
Mitchell Bros: O
John: 5

Patrick: 4

Mark: 2

==

HOPE & ANCHOR

Mental game: Pop Quiz

In a brand new round, each
celebrity must answer questions
on the subject of each other.
Frankie’s doing well on the
champagne, but no better on the
mental challenges, failing to
answer any of his three Libertines-
themed questions correctly. Mark
only manages one correct answer
on the subject of Patrick Wolf (plus
we had to confiscate his mobile
phone). The Mitchell Brothers
manage the downing fine, but
know nothing

about The

Darkness, and

so incur three

points.

RAP SHEET
Frankie: 4
Mitchell Bros: 3
John:5

Patrick: 4




what do you getif youco
hardened drinker?

Physical game: Twister
The first Pub Golf outing of family
favourite Twister. John incurs
1,000 penalty points by
refusing to take part but claws
back one for downing his
Jamesons, as do Mark and
Patrick. The latter pair are
eliminated early on and in the
final of Tommy Mitchell
versus Frankie, Tommy
emerges victorious.

',.
¢ Acareerinthe

Chippendales
awaits Wolf

WwhyN

mbine hippos,
NIE Pub Golf of cou

Johnalso wanted to
wrestle with TV’s Mitchell
: brothers (but not their
- scarywives, obviously)
L ArTE_

With the practice
itgetswewere
surprised Mark’s right
armwasn’t stronger

J three.

RAPSHEET
Frankie: 8
Mitchell Bros: 3
John: 1,006
Patrick: 9

Blimey! Those
smarties arehuge

LUGI{YTVOIGE KARAOKEBAR
Musical game: World Famous NME Sing-Off!

A final sing-off to be judged by a swat team of
hangers-on. The Mitchells suffer by choosing
“‘Wonderwall’, which although not a difficult song
to sing, clearly doesn’t suit their voices. John fares
marginally better but we don’t want to talk about
Mark Beaumont’s ‘Oh My God’ by Kaiser Chiefs.
The show is stolen by Patrick. If he wasn’t sure

that his falsetto rendition

of Celine Dion’s ‘My

Heart Will Go On’ had already won, he artfully
puts his knee on the table and knocks everybody’s

me well to cock by now
t we're pretty sure the
fitchell Brothers are
comfortable winners.
ongratulations!
Pee you next year.

; f‘\~.-
-3

(AT

§ drinks over, then flings off his top. The scoring’s

RAPSHEET
Frankie: WALKED '
Mitchell Bros: 6
John: 1,006
Patrick: 9
Mark: 7

i

-
e

-l ,

L\'. .

Twisterand
rse! Be warne

LIBERTIES

Physical game: Arm
Wrestling

Our first test of brawn; the
celebrities must arm-wrestle each
other — a point incurred by the
loser in each of the three rounds.
Beaumont takes on the sinewy
Patrick, and loses, only to whinge
like a girl that, “he’s left-handed”.
John wins against Tommy
Mitchell, while Frankie protests
at being pitted against Teddy’s
biceps. “Look at those!” he snorts,
“how is that fair?” Who said that
life was fair

RAPSHEET
Frankie: 7
Mitchell Bros: 3
John:7

Patrick: 6

impressive
P Mark: 5

THE CAMDEN TUP

Skill game: Hungry Hippos
Five games, each contestant sitting

. out of one, the most balls gets no

points, the least gets four. Easy?
Well, it is until Frankie declares the
game a “bag o’shite” and hurls it
against a wall and storms out.

Two points are deducted from
Frankie for reasons of rock’n’roll
behaviour but
we’re now too
smashed to
keep score. We
think the
Mitchells are
still in the lead.

RAPSHEET
Frankie: 7
Mitchell Bros: 3
John: 1,006
Patrick: 9

Mark: 6

tequila with fou
d London,

rbands and one NME

it could get messy

L h

Al PP :
GOOSE & CROWN

Skill game: Tequila!

The final compulsory downing
round, where the challenge is the
compulsory downing of tequila.
In the fine tradition of binge-
drink Britain, it’s a clean zero
for all the contestants, proving
that while today’s pop stars
might be a

bunch of under-

educated, un-co-

ordinated

weaklings,

they’re still

fabulous at

drinking. The

conclusion?

Britain is fucked

and old people
are not safe.

RAPSHEET
Frankie: 7
Mitchell Bros: 3
John:7

Patrick: 6

Mark: 5

Frankieis used
to working
with cheap
novelty items
— ]

=1 WHAT HAVE

W!;N:@R‘A! ::n!t:& Dec have it -

\

ﬁ The winners; erm, don’t

‘ spenditallatonce, chaps

easy
» Frankie Poullain has
unresolved
competitiveness issues
» White men can’t
twist -
» With better delivery, £
‘My Heart Will Go On’
could have been alright
» Hungry Hippos can
incite violence
» You can get a bottle
. of champagne in
Camden for under £15
» Pub Golf is a career
highlight
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He’s heen dropped by his label, dumped by his friends and hasn’t changed his pants
for three days. But The Others’ Dominic Masters is still doing it for the kids

WO years ago
I started
hanging ‘ !
ot gghe 7 A, @n- |
Rhythm ‘
Factory just around

the time that The
Libertines were
imploding, There were
all these new, exciting
bands coming out of
London and for some
reason {ie they wanted to
hang out at Pete
Doherty’s flat) they were
all meetmgup in the
Bast End. The
Paddingtons, Neil's
Children, Selfish Cunt,
The Cazals, Thee
Unstrung: all these
bands were friends, did
gigs with each other,
helped each other out

Commercial Street
yelling behind you,
“Can't stop Andy, ['m
off to buy some crack!”
So how are you? Are

and partied together. At you still doing it a lot?
the cenire of the scene “Well just give me some
were The Others and questions and we’ll iry
their singer Dominic and get on with this.”

Masters. The Others

were gifferent to most Well I just did: are you

bands, Apart from the still doing crack a lot?
famous guerrilla gigs (on I mean. are you OK?

a tube train, in the lobby “Jusl give me some

of the BBC. on the questions and we’ll try and
dodgems at the Carling get on with this...”
Weekend: Leeds Festival),

The Others were differeni Well, how've you been

because of the way that
they interacted with their
legendarily loyat fans.

doing?
“Just give me some
questions and we’ll get

Nicknamed Lhe 853 on with (his.”

Kamikaze Stage Diving

Division, Dominic kept in Er, well, are you OK?
constant contact with “Yeah I'm OK, things

them, organising parties at
his flat after gigs, often
carrying two phones and a
Blackberry to handle all
the ealls and texts. He also
helped some of the bands in
the scene get record deals.
There were also a lot of
drugs around the Rhythm
Factory scene — and Dominie

N [ ]
Mahers S thmdie Tlbcilen -mse=  that’s ever scored cokein

are going pretty well,
We went toJapan [to
play the Summer Sonic
p festival]. We played to
: 20,000 people in Osaka
« then played to 30,000
’ peaple bin Tokyo. We were
the first band on the main
“We'retheonlyband L JFFFeemeRTpses
sorry, we played at 11am to

We just 30,000 people. Oasis headlined and

user, advocuting hash, coke and crack want to pulled about 60,000 and we pulled
use in a notorious NME interview. ello Dom? osakao DOGS that make me know how | 30,000 people at 11am.”
Rumours had been going around fora  “Hello Andy? it’s been
while that Dominic was loging the Can you hear - | I‘OCk’II’I'O" Stal‘?" D@mﬁnﬁc this year | How was the experience of
m 1 hmﬁgt that his dliug habit wlas mei'l.' I lovle you - g){l The tgur'mg Japan? . -
ing him inereasingly parana. and you love ers... | “Japan was strange. It was really

First of all he cancelled & photoshoot  me yeah? Just tell me. is this going to “Well I'm cool with that, but I just hard to procure cocaine. We managed
with NME pholographer Andrew be trouble? Will it be a troubled want to know if we're going (o do this | Lo get hold of 0.4 grams of cocaine in
Kendall at short notice alter Andrew  article? You know me Andy, we've as [riends or what?” Osaka which ia about hatfa gram.”
had travelied up to Manchester to partied backstage at lots of things,
take hls pieture. Then T c’alled himin drank t.ogeLh?r, takep cocaine Sure._ I like you too Pom. I'm ) How much was it? \
El;le m{ddltlz of The Othelg rlméest tt,our ggetgelr; &t;gi; m t‘,alk;rk!)g; tg yo;lt_as ath ;vomed about you. It‘l;i’ Ia:t tuned b(I;Iang on gslh?gsltﬁ So"m’;i rg éhe

1 a simple catch up and find ou end. gotng about putting the saw you was in eas ndon an ckground). Hey! How much did we
what was happening with the hand. knife in or are we just going to go you said a brief hello, but Lhen pay for that coke 1n Osaka? It was
instead, this happened. .. ahead and do this as mates or what?” you started running up towards | about 12,000 Yen [around £60].
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n You t think that's & saturday May 22, 2004: The Others’

now-legendary gigon a tube train

rip-off, but we're the
only band that’s ever scored
cocaine in Osaka. It was good
coke Andy, it was really good.”

Is there a good story
behind how you scored it?
“Well, we’d run out of hash,

so I really needed something.
Some Japanese girls
introduced us to this Brazilian
guy and we paid 12,000 Yen for
0.4 grams of cocaine. We went
back to the hotel and I was very
excited. Not much of a story
but we were the only band to
score in Osaka. I don’t know

if that makes me like a
rock’n’roll star or not.”

Me neither. Anyway, how
have you dealt with some of
the negative press
you’ve had?

“Oh no, it’s all been
positive the whole
way. Y’know, I've got
to with these
answers in that kind
of way. You know
what the answer is
to that question.”

What happened
with the deal
with Mercury?
“OK, this will take
a while. We had
four singles and
one album which
was our 18-month
contract. We toured the UK which we
felt very privileged to do. We went to
Japan and we went all over Europe
which we were very proud of doing.
Then what happened was that the
guy who signed us... (messing around
as Dom has to move room) Andy,

can you still hear me?

Yes.
“We went back to Mercury and the
guy who signed us got sacked.”

How did you feel about that?
“Well you know me Andy, we always
plan on things like this happening.
We knew something wasn’t quite
right at Mercury so me and Johnny
ended up speaking with the manager,
went out and started another tour.
Luckily, two labels have come in.”

Who's that?

“Andy. I love you and you love me.
We’ve done drugs together, we've
partied together but I'm dealing with
contracts here yeah? And I'm not
going to cause any trouble.”

It’s no big deal. The question we
need answering for all your fans
who may have heard about the
deal is are you going to carry on?
“As much as I want to, I can’t tell you
the name of the label yet. The next
single may be out in February and the
album’s out in April and everything
will be cool. We’re strong. We might
hate each other, but we’re strong.”

How’s Johan [Dominic’s
transsexual boyfriend]?

“He’s just been to Thailand to get
collagen injections to make him look
more like a woman.”

34 NME 17/24 December 2005
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“Pvehadthesamepair 5

of pants on for three
days - but I'm looking at
changing them tonight”

Can we talk
about the sex
change?
“Aww. Andy, I like you more than you
like me. Just be honest. That’s cool.”

Umm, well would you say that
your relationship with Johan has
been helping you through the
last few months?

“Aww, Andy I love you, that’s nice.
That’s really cool. That’s really nice.”

Johan must be very
understanding.

“Aww, Andy you're great. If you'd
gone through what we’ve gone
through, having an other half to
support you helps. Johnny [Others,
bassist| has his bird, I've got Johan.”

Is Johan OK? Where did he
get the collagen injections?
“In Thailand.”

No, where in his body?
“In his cheeks.”

Does he need it?

I thought he was a
bird the first three
times we met.

“Oh, that’s very nice

The history of Xmas

Well, Kate.
“I saw Pete at a
festival recently
and it was nice
to see him.”

What do you think he thought of
that song you wrote about him?
“I don’t know what song that is.”

‘Stan Bowles’?

“Well I'm sure Peter was happy about
the fact that a band had written a
song about him that was a social
comment about him.”

You’ve always been quite
outspoken about drugs — what do
you think about the way Pete
and Kate were written about?
“Well you know what it’s like, Andy.
They build you up and they knock you
down.”

What did you think about Donny
Tourette calling you the least
cool person in rock’n’roll in
NME recently?
“Well, I think it’s lovely.

I'm obviously irritating him and

that’s good. You know what it’s
like. You’ve got to take
the ups with the
downs. I think it’s
always best to be
honest. I don’t want
to lie to my fans.
I don’t want to be

of you to say. I always in rock, maybhe Kaiser Chiefs, I don’t
said he doesn’t need like bland songs, I'm
to change his body, Gary Jules releases ‘Mad World’, not boring. If I was
but it’s his decision.” the single most depressing boring and we wrote
Christmas record ever. Its bland songs and we
Have you seen your appearance on Christmas Top Of didn’t get up to much
friend Pete The Pops leads to a British suicide and I kept my mouth
Doherty recently? epidemic that claims 300,000 shut then maybe... the
“No.” lives. ‘Wasn’t that brilliant?’ main thing for me is

beams TOTP hostess Fearne

our fans. We love them

I suppose he has a Cotton, her dead doll’s eyes and they love us.”
different gang darting listlessly like oily turds

these days? in a storm-tossed sewage outlet. Are you still doing
“What do you mean your A&R job on
by different?” the side?

“Well I helped that band The Fold
sign to 679, The Streets’ label. I got
Thee Unstrung a deal. I got The
Paddingtons a deal and I didn’t make
any money out of it.”

So why did you do it then?
“I dunno, it’s got to be love. That’s
what keeps the whole thing going.”

And the drugs as well?

“Well, my thing’s always been to
smoke hash, do a little bit of coke
every now and again and, if I'm lucky
or I've had a bad day or I'm feeling
depressed I'll get some rocks [of crack
cocaine]. I have a regulated approach
to taking drugs. It’s all about keeping
working at the same time.”

Have you managed to buy a new
outfit yet?

“(Laughs) No. I'm still wearing the
same jeans and the same trainers.”

I hope you’re keeping clean.
“Well yeah, I'm always washing my
clothes. Johnny brings 14 pairs of
pants on tour so he’s always got a
fresh pair. I've got 14 pairs of socks,
but only one pair of pants.”

How long have you had them on?
“Well I've had these on for three days.
I'm looking at changing them tonight
after a successful gig in Manchester.”

What are your future plans for?
“All I want to do is to keep this thing
going for as long as possible, maybe 10
or 20 years. That’s what it’s about.”

What’s it about?

“It’s about community, it’s about
looking after each other, it’s about
making sure kids have somewhere we
can party afterwards.”

And you want to do this for as
long as possible I suppose?
“Well wouldn’t you?”

Well, not really, no. m
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‘T’ve tried to
fuck Serge

uld
yge: WO
sveo“ care for a’qv
litiestiffner®

Tom: “Well, 1
shouldn’t do...but
seeingasijit’s you...”

loads of times!”’

Christmas is a time for booze-related bonding. So we got hoyhood " ;.

pals Serge and Tom from Kasabian drunk and made them examine
what makes their relationship tick. It’s a heartwarming tale of
communal showers, wizard hats and man-on-man loving...

hirteen
years ago
there was a
school in
Leicester,
there was a
boy called
Serge, a boy
called Tom,
and there
was a games lesson. Aged 11, Serge
Pizzorno was a talented young striker,
and Tom Meighan was in goal.

“He fucking nutmegged me on the
football field,” says Tom, “he put a
hat-trick past me. And he was
about 4'3”.”

Serge: “My old man gave him a lift
home, and he wouldn'’t stop talking,
and from that moment on he’s not
stopped talking.”

Did you like him?

Serge: “To be quite honest, he
fucking bamboozled me, like that
game on Ceefax. I've never met
anyone in my life...”

“...that’s a shit game!” thunders
Tom. “Ceefax is rubbish. Ban it!
Fucking ban Ceefax. It’s crap, it
fucking lets you down.”

“Bollocks mate, say to any
American, ‘One day, your country’ll
be developed enough to have Ceefax,
’cos until then, you mean nothing’.
What was I gonna say? At a fucking
young age you have mates, but
nobody had made me sit back and go
WHAT THE FUCK’S HE ON? What
planet? And what fucking solar
system? He was 11. At 11, you don’t
fucking know anything, you can’t
hang around with anyone that’s
fucking wearing good trainers. And I
saw that and went, ‘He’s fucking
insane’, but there was something
about him... something.”

Within minutes, the pair became
inseparable. Serge’s dad had raised
him on The Rolling Stones and Tom
came from a Motown-loving family,
but as the years rolled on the pair

6 NME
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bonded over rave tunes by Prodigy
and Altern8, wearing T-shirts that
said things like ‘Just Had LSD’ and
the Superman logo with an ‘E’
instead of an ‘S’. Then Britpop rolled
in and changed their lives — and like
most teenage boys for those few years,
they formed a band with their mates
Chris Karloff and Chris ‘Dib’
Edwards. Quite obviously, the
hyperactive Tom was the singer and
the exotic, now-taller Serge, was
guitarist. It was a classic twosome.
That band would merge all of those
influences together, sprinkle a bit of
Sabbath and a bit of Pagan chanting
and, as Kasabian, eat the world,
leading Serge Pizzorno and Tom
Meighan to usurp Pete’'n’Carl as
Britrock’s premier Best Mates. Today

“I’m not one of those
guys who’ll pull a poem

o“t"

we’ve gathered in an expensive
private members’ club in London’s
fashionable west London to celebrate
the fact.

So who is the boss?

Tom: “He’s the boss. Yeah he’s the
boss, massively. He’s the boss. He’s
the boss!”

Serge: “It’s like that [gritty 1995
Britcop drama] movie ID. I do the
reading and writing, he beats people
up for me.”

Tom: “I don’t beat people up!”

Serge: “In a psychedelic way!”

Tom: “Oh, in a psychedelic way,

I know what you’re saying.”

Serge: “In a psychedelic way.”

Tom: “In a psychedelic way. He’s the
commander... no he’s the boss. And
I'm just fucking Merlin, with a

-

fucking wizard’s hat on. It’s me and
him and, we’ve known each other
since we were junior kids, man. In the
same village. That’s what makes us.
We lived with each other for fucking
four years when we got the farm,
y’know.”

Serge: “What'’s fucking weird is, for
two years we slept in the same
fucking bedroom as each other, all
four of us did.”

Tom: “That’s weird, innit?”

Serge: “Until one of us started
snoring — I'm not gonna name any
names — somebody would start
wearing cowboy fucking long johns to
bed, and started snoring, then we all
broke up. But it was still a bit weird.”

So you’ve seen each other nekkid?

Tom: “Oh fuck yeah. Smelt
everything as well. We've lived with
each other, so we know everything.”

Serge: “When we played Leicester
University, they had communal
changing rooms.”

Tom: “They call them paedophile
showers, don’t they? You know the
film Kes? It’s fucking sick.
YouknowhatImean, I'm not saying I
done anything about it, but ’60s
showers, it’s a bit dirty innit? There’s
something a bit weird about it, y’know
like communal shower, you feel a little
bit like, interrogated.”

Serge: “I’'m feeling a bit sore.” ‘Put
some toothpaste on it’. That’s a bad
idea, youknowhatimean?”

Tom: “Communal showers should be
banned. Ban them altogether 'cos
they’re horrible. They belong in the
’60s mate, it’s fucking disgusting.
Reminds me of Kes, the film Kes.

I'm not saying I'm scared or anything,
but they belong in the ’60s with that
film Kes.”

Do you get competitive with each
other?

Tom: “Nah man, not really.”

Serge: “We're more like sisters. It’s
not like fucking Pete and Carl or
anything like that, it’s real life. Look

J
1

NME:“FerCI\ristsake r
lads.Getaroom!" 2

at this guy, he’s like my sister.”

Tom: “I’'m not gonna come out and
read a poem and go, ‘Why, the leaf fell
down off the holly tree, and I drank
some more wine, and we went, “Chip,
chip, chip, away!” and Peter and Carl
flew away!’. I’'m not one of those guys
who’s gonna pull a poem out ’cos they
think it’s romance y’know? We’re not
like that. ‘Fly away Peter! Fly away
fucking Carl. Come back Peter! Come
back Carl!”” We’re not like that,
y’know? Obviously they did love each
other, y’know, respect man. You look
at that and you just think fuck, they
vouch for each other, it’s horrible, and
I’d do the same for him, and I can see
where they’re coming from. I can
vouch for any of these.”

If one of you two did a Doherty, what
would happen?

Tom: “Oh they’d get beat up. One of
us’d get beat up.”

Serge: “No-one’d even know about it
because we'd keep it together and sort
it out. It'd be done within the group,
y’knowhatImean? And no-one else’d
know about it. You'd never know.”

So maybe it already has!

Tom: “You don’t know a lot of
things!”

Serge: “We’ve done alright, but from
what we’ve been through man, we
wouldn’t even be here. The whole
point, and I'd say it’s a primal thing,
the band’s only there ‘cos we're
together. You're with each other all
the way, it’s the most powerful thing.
Individually we’re all very different
and maybe if there wasn’t a band we




“It’s not like Pete and

sisters”’

all wouldn’t hang around together,

but when we’re on that stage and

we're fucking brothers together, it’s
the strongest thing, and there ain’t
many bands that can actually look in

their bass player’s eyes or their

drummer’s eyes, or their singer’s eyes
and say, ‘T'd fucking die for you’, and
that is the power we have, and that is

why we’re still making records....
Although we’ve only done one...”

habits.

a dark hour when we’re having a
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RONETTESS: REX FEATURES

annoys you in some way, but as

At this point, Tom gets up to go to
the toilet, so we use the opportunity
to quiz Serge on Tom’s most annoying

“I tell you what it is, with alcohol, or
tiredness, there’s a dark hour that
Tom has when he’s had a few. He has

great time, and there’s an hour when
his eyes turn funny, he flips, and you
just get out of the room. But I think
we all have that. Everyone fucking

.o+« Carl-we’re more like

friends you’ve just got to give each
other that; as friends, you accept it.
That’s probably one of the biggest
differences we have. What I've found
being British and travelling round the
world is mates here, we accept each
other’s flaws, and I think in most
other countries it don’t happen so
much. You’ve always got one mate
that’s a fucking knob, but you love
him, and if he weren’t your mate,
you'd think he was a knob. We’re
probably the only nation that has
that, you just accept people’s fucking
twattishness, and I think we’ve got
that big time. Because I know for
myself and the mates I've got.”

Tom arrives back from the toilet,
highly amused by a piece of toilet
graffiti in the expensive members’
club’s gents.

Tom: ‘Have you seen the wall in the
toilet? It says ‘CUNTS, ALL OF
YERY!’ That’s classic art, that’s art,

that’s
fucking
modern
society.
That’s
real. Talk
about
fucking
life, that’s
real mate.
That’s real
as. It don’t
get any
realer
than that
does it?”

The history of Xmas in
rock, mayhe

The Ronettes release

‘Frosty The Snowmarn’,
produced by Phil

Spector, probably pop’s

most Christmas-friendly
producer. He would go on

to release classic Xmas

albums like ‘A Christmas Gift To
You’ and to further spread the
Christmas spirit by allegedly
shooting a woman in the head
because she wouldn’t nosh him off.

What annoys you about Serge, Tom?
Tom: “I don’t know, what annoys me

about him?”

Serge: “Size of me knob.”

Tom: “Fuckin’ hell! But it’s true. No,
no, no, look at him man, nothing
annoys me about him, nothing man,
nothing annoys me about none of the

Serge (far left) and Tom
raiseatoast to their
first-born, Noeliam

band, or Serge.”
Serge: “Every fucker’s
annoying.”
So if he was a woman, would
you fancy him?
Tom: “Oh yeah, massively!”
Serge: “Look at him. He’s the
singer in a band, he wears good
clothes, and also, he’ll come home
pissed right, and you’ve stayed in, and
I don’t give a fuck what anyone says,
right, women love that. It turns them
silly, they dream of some fucking idiot
that they can abuse. And then you get
to make up. So yeah, all over it.
Especially in them plimsoles.”

So has there ever been a moment
where all this latent, manly respect
you share has spilled over and
you've...

Serge: “.. kissed?”

Tom smirks.

Tom: “Oh yeah. I've tried to fuck
Serge loads of times.” m
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ELLIS PARRINDER/PIETER M VAN HATTEM

. &

RUSSELL,
MURDOC, NOODLE
AND2D

GORILLAZ
Gorillaz in the mistletoe

What’s been the best thing to
happen to you during 2005?
Russell: “The Manchester
International Festival. Without a
doubt. To see all of the guests and
collaborators from the ‘Demon
Days’ album re-create the music
was just incredible. That concert
was so much bigger than any one
individual or group. So having
Shaun Ryder, Ike Turner, Bootie
Brown, Neneh Cherry, Roots
Manuva, De La Soul... all these
people playing alongside a kids’
choir, a gospel choir and a full
orchestra! The impact was
incredible.”

Murdoc: “Even though I was only
a little bit tipsy, the visuals behind
the band looked fantastic, really
colourful. I mean, I dozed off for

a while, but what I saw looked
ingenious.”

Noodle: “The Chinese zither-
playing added such a large amount
visually and musically to the track

)9

‘Hong Kong’.

What’s your biggest regret

of 2005?

Russell: “Not really a regret, but
the death of Ibrahim Ferrer was a
great sadness. A really wonderful
soul, generous with his music and
a shining light who’s sorely missed.
Having said that, I kind of feel that
his spirit, his music... it’s all out
there now. When the musicians
closed the set with ‘Latin Simone’
at the Manchester shows, footage
of Ibrahim singing was displayed
in the background. It was such a
perfect way to end the show with
someone who musically really just
shone. A very graceful and poignant
way to put the message across of
the lasting and positive impact

of music.”

Which member of the band
have you come closest to
hitting this year and why?
Murdoc: “You know the answer to
this one already. I’ll smash anyone
in the chops for 50p, but it’s always
good to lash out at our singer. Come
rain or shine, I never seem to get
bored of it. You can call me a bully,
but fuck, I like it.”

Best new band you’ve heard
in 2005?

2D: “Probably Arctic Monkeys.

I know everyone’s going to say this

‘| worship Satanso

Christmas goes over
my head”’

but they’re a great band. Real
energy, smart lyrics, great tunes
and a Number One debut single.
What more could you ask for out
of a band? Other than maybe some
animation.”

Of the people you worked with
on ‘Demon Days’, which one
would you most like to have
around for Christmas dinner?
Murdoc: “Probably Ike Turner, or
Dennis Hopper. You open the door
to one of those two, your guests are
just going to shit themselves. ‘Oh
alright, Dennis, good of you to
drop round.” You’ve got to be all
casual about it though.

‘Walnuts are over there, mate,
just help yourself.””

Anyone’s going to be
impressed by that,
aren’t they?

Murdoc: “Though, thinking about
it, you'd probably get the same
reaction if you opened the door,
clocked who it was and then just
went, ‘Oi! Hopper! It’s Christmas

Day! Sling your hook, you stalker.
Can’t you see I'm having dinner!’
Then just slam the door in his face,
walk back to the table, roll your eyes
and say, ‘I can’t seem to get rid of
that bloke.” Same effect really.”

... And which one for your

New Year’s Eve party?

Murdoc: “Gotta be Neneh Cherry!
Straight up. She’s wicked, man.
Always got a smile on her face, she’s
got a great vibe to her. Also, I know
from watching her at the
Manchester shows that she can
party all day and all night and then
deliver a fantastic performance. So if
you’re looking for New Year’s Eve
party guests, she’s the one. Deffo.”

Where will you be this
Christmas?

Murdoc: “Probably slumped under a
tree in some kind of alcoholic coma.
Great ‘festive fun’, eh, readers?
Either that or I’ll be tucked up in
bed with a couple of ‘Christmas
presents’. When I say that, I don’t
really mean Christmas presents. I'm
alluding to something far filthier.
See, I worship Satan, so being
smutty comes with the territory.
And anyway, Christmas goes right
over my head.”

o

The history of Xmas in rock, maybhe

Run-DMC release ‘Christmas In

Hollis’, arguably the first hardcore
hip-hop Christmas single ever.

“It was December 24th on Hollis
Avenue in the dark/When I seen a
man chilling with his dog in the park/

I approached very slowly with my
heart full of fear/Looked at his dog, oh
my God, an ill reindeer”. Pure poetry. The
nature of the reindeer’s medical condition )
is never revealed.

RICKY WILSON
EKAISER CHIEFS
1 predict a roast dinner

Where will you be this
Christmas?

“I’ll be home: me, me mum, me dad
and me brother. Christmas Day, the
usual thing: drinking before eight,
falling over in the shower and the
argument by midday, then sit down
for the Queen.”

What’s the worst present you’ve
bought someone else?

“I’ve not done my shopping yet, but
I've sent off for my brother’s present:
he’s getting a Fred Dibnah
commemorative plate.”

Have you made any New Year’s
resolutions?

“No, I've got everything and I've lost
all my vices. Perhaps it will be
something like, ‘Follow my own
advice’, ‘Always carry a pen’. ‘Make
the best album since ‘Abbey Road”
(laughs).”

.
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RKEITH MURRAY
WEARE

SCIENTISTS
It’s all about sizeable piles

Where will you be this
Christmas?

“I think we’ll be in New York, and
I will refuse to leave my apartment
for a few days. I will be hoarding
my presents and the presents of
everyone else on the block once I've
infiltrated them. I’'m just going to
stack them in the middle of my room
and not open them for many, many
days. It’s all about the size of the
pile, not the quality.”

What’s the worst present you've
bought someone else?

“It’s so hard to say, I've given

so many truly awful, debauched
gifts. It was probably something
like one of our early demos. This
year though I'm planning to give

a lot of copies of our album away.
And I think that trumps all the
other bad gifts.”

Christmas is a time for... m
“Water-skiing! Am I right?”
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around, e
knocking beers =

out of everyone’s
hands”
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Billie Joe aml co take

ears before ‘American Idiot’
and arena tours, Californian
political-punk heroes Green
Day lived the life of a fresh-
faced punk-rock group

- a shadow of the band that they would,

in time, become.

A product of San Francisco’s tight-knit
punk scene, Green Day were based at
the cooperatively-run youth-club-cum-
community centre 924 Gilman Street (no
racism, sexism, or homophobia), reported on
by influential fanzine Maximum Rock And Roll
(no barcodes, major labels, or compromise)
and had their records put out by regional
indie label Lookout! (no solos, fourth chord,
or hippies). It was a time of squat parties,
limited vinyl releases, fanzines and pot.

Green Day recorded and released two
albums and a clutch of singles for Lookout!,
being successful enough in a low-key kind
of way to head to Britain for their first tour
in the winter of 1991. They made their way
around the UK in the back of a rusty transit
van, living hand to mouth, sleeping on floors
and hooking up with various Brit punk bands
for company along the way.

One of these bands was London-based
punk drunks Wat Tyler. Taking their name
from the 14th-century peasant revolutionary,
Wat Tyler had a reputation of being the jokers
on the mostly po-faced British underground
punk scene. Needless to say, they quickly
became fast friends with the prankish
Californians in Green Day.

By the time that they hit England, Billie Joe,
Tre Cool and Mike Dirnt had already weaved
through mainland Europe - but as massive
fans of The Who they were nervous about
their first dates playing on the same soil as
the birthplace of their heroes. Their debut UK
appearance coincided with the release date
for their second album, ‘Kerplunk!’, leading
to animpromptu launch party at the gigin
Southampton. “It was a great show,” recalls
Billie Joe, “although I fell off the stage.”

But it was a few days later, on December
21,1991, that Green Day staged one of the
most infamous punk gigs in history. Up there
with the Sex Pistols’ jubilee boat cruise or the
first time that the Ramones played New York
dive CBGBs, many thousand more people
will claim that they saw Green Day play in the
unlikely surroundings of Wigan Bus Drivers’
social club The Den than were actually there.

(WWW. IooKouTrecords.comi

On the homepage of Green Day’s former
label you'll find a website overflowing
with information on the trio’s pre-major
career. Not only that, but on

v 92Zgiiman orgl and MM Maximiml
[FacknrolLcomlyou’ll
find linksand ..
resources to

the inspiring
hub of punk-
rock activity
that is the
East Bay punk =
scene. .

Why? Because this was the night that Green
Day celebrated Christmas with an improvised
onstage nativity scene, complete with rice
pudding, carrier bags of soup, and drummer
Tre Cool as the Virgin Mary.

“It was this small working men’s club, with a
tiny stage and about 200 people,” says Bruno
Davey, now the promoter of East London
soul and funk night Swell!, but then a fan at
the gig. “It was a benefit for Childline, and
the punk scene was quite tight at the time,
so everyone in the room knew each other.
The first person | saw when | walked through

‘“Ketchup was
squirting all over
my nice Virgin
Mary outfit.
Then we threw
placenta into the
crowd” Billie Joe

the door was Tre Cool standing by the merch
stand, ina black beret and a black leather
jacket, looking extremely effeminate.”

“We were playing with [Wigan punks] Jailcell
Recipes,” Billie Joe remembers. “And as it
was Christmas every band decided to do
something special. They came out dressed
as the Sex Pistols, | think another band came
out as Kiss, and for our thing we decided to
do the nativity scene in its entirety. Tre was
the Virgin Mary, Mike was the anorexic Santa
Claus narrator, and | was the schizophrenic
three wise men. Our friend Aiden was a mid-
wife and our friend Sean from Wat Tyler was
Jesus because he had really long hair.”

“He came out between my legs,” adds
drummer Tre. “We had ketchup squirting
everywhere all over my nice Virgin Mary
outfit. We also made a placenta with rice
pudding and tomato sauce and threw it
out into the crowd.”

“We'd been through the entire scene, Jesus
had been born, and | came out saying, ‘It is
I, Santa Claus, that is the true meaning of

’

Christmas’,” says bassist Mike Dirnt. “Jesus

Punk Explosmn by Ben Myers

Ben Myers’ book is the best Green Day
tome in existence right now - by some
margin. An authoritive, informed read,
it excels by placing the writer’s own
existence as fan in
the context of the
rise of Billie Joe and
co. And, by doing
so, Myers crafts an
inspiring, enthused
narrative that
somehow captures
he DIY essence of
unk rock.

came out and said the same thing, then
fucking Sean from Wat Tyler came out
dressed as the Easter Bunny. He ran
around knocking everyone’s beers out of
their hands, shouting, ‘Straight edge!’ at
them. Tre was up on the table with his legs
spread out giving birth to Sean, who was
under the table with a plastic carrier bag
that was full of a bunch of ketchup, tomato
soup and rice pudding, which we then
threw on the audience. Some of it landed
on this poor guy wearing glasses. Some
people were eating it. We just thought it
was fucking funny.”

“I remember lots of offal being thrown,”
recalls Bruno. “And that it was cool around
that time for boys in the punk scene to
wear dresses. Then they played for about
an hour and a half, and people were
sitting around onstage, dancing, and
having a fun time. Green Day were good
like that. NOFX had played recently, and
they were rockstars. But Green Day didn’t
give a shit about that stuff. They were
cool with people hanging out with them
and talking between songs. Onstage they
kept breaking into [Lynryd Skynyrd’s '70s
redneck anthem] ‘Sweet Home Alabama’!’

Of course Green Day operate onan
altogether larger scale these days - a
world of MTV awards and red carpets far
removed from the DIY punk network that
sustained them in the early '90s. Yet in
many ways they’re the same doofus punk
band that rocked the shit out of a Wigan
working men’s club in 1991. Billie Joe still
runs the vinyl release-only Adeline records,
while the band made sure that they held
onto the publishing rights for their first two
albums with Lookout! when they signed to
amajor label, effectively subsidising the
San Francisco label and allowing it to keep
trading until the present day. More than
that, though, Green Day are still the kind of
band who'll happily forsake a few sales for
the sake of a laugh.

You can see it in drummer Tre’s manic
bodywrecking madness. You can see it
in the man-sized bunny rabhits running
around onstage. And of course, you can
see it with their attempt to restage the
birth of little baby Jesus 14 years ago.

4

Album: Kerplunk!
Green Day’s last album on an indie,
Lookout! - the one before the 10million-
selling Warner Bros release ‘Dookie’ -
and as such, the relative calm before 1
the storm. Choice cut ‘Welcome To
Paradise’ would turn up re-recorded
and re-charged on the aforementioned
‘Dookie’, while the likes of ‘Christie
Road’ and ‘2000
Light Years From
Home’ demonstrate
a highly melodic
band. One poised
for bigger, brighter

things.

©1994: ‘Dookie’ released.
Sells 10million copies.

The world goes nuts for
Green Day.

©1995: Green Day play
Woodstock 2... and have a mud fight
with the entire field. Billie Joe gets naked
onstage. The singer later receives a
letter from a Miss Armstrong, California,
informing him, “Your father
would be ashamed.”

©1995: ‘Insomniac’ released...
and nobody gives a shit.

©1997: ‘Nimrod’ released.
Ditto.

©1998: ‘Time Of Your Life’ released
and everybody goes mental again.
Green Day go acoustic, a
soundtrack the finale to ER Creean {’ ""
(then the most watched TV
episode ever), critical
evaluation is reassessed and

suddenly the band are go! “ "

©2000: ‘Warning’ released. Green Day
find strings, ballads and world music. In
the sublime ‘Macy’s Day Parade’, Billie
Joe marks his transition from ‘punk
songwriter’ to ‘SONGWIIter. o ommmme

©2003: After a burglary, the
trio lose the master tapes for
their new album. A period of
depression follows, until the

band chirp up. “Let’s make a

rock opera,” muses Billie Joe.
“Like Queen!”

©2004: ‘American Idiot’ released.
A comment on idiotic
American domestic policy
(from the title track:
“Don’t want to be part of a
redneck agenda”) and the
tragic events in Iraq. Sells
11million copies.
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Dut Now
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8 Jimi Hendrix Live At Scraphook 1955-1966 British Sea Power i8me of Albxm T fgr Sore= decades out of date, Bloc Party’s tak
Woodstock (Universal) 8 Moonage Daydream 9 ‘Handjobs For The Lord Lucan-like exile, Sunderland’s on the nation has icky, urY eni1 <
9 Lives (EVI) s CUEIRowi ark Mk Rock Holidays' Broken finest released their i)liss-inducing u[ldercu,- rent that '-ong
10 T Rex: Born To Boogie 9 Extreme Sharon social Scene take on one of her finest pop It's always the quiet ones, isn't it?
(Sanctuary) Oshourne 10 ‘You Fuck Like My ; : L
10 John Cynthia Lennon Dad’ GiantDrag moments. With broad Wearside
chanting replacing what used to be

the barking of hunt dogs, the lyrics
about the fear of falling in love rose
like a three-part harmonic voodoo
from the post punk guitar punch to
produce THE retro-future dancefloor
wallop of the year. If anyone was in
any doubt that this was the Heads’
coming of age they just had to catch
the ShockWaves NME Awards Tour
2005, which saw Ross and Barry
splitting the crowd down the middle
T for a blitzkit call and response during
GIGS (E):PBEoso.Ié the addictive “Oh! Oh-Oh!”s. The tune
of 1986; the sound of 2005.

TOP10 CATCHPHRASES OF 2005

ta“uAr:i Ifboth&red"{;‘noes my face look bothered?”
n from The Catherine Ta ier Vi
reaias te Show does a funnier Vicky Pollard
The welcom i
ey s return of Doctor Who and his old foes the Daleks
Leicester’s favourite northerners Kasabi i i

S I ian coined this to
de‘fcr'lbe sorpethmg that was ace, ie “Oasis are totally empire!”
4 “It’s coming up, it’s coming up...” .
Ele\{en years after ‘Parklife’,
Gorillaz mainman Damon Albarn
sees one of his tunes dominate
the zeitgeist again
5 “Bitty!”

.

Gig Of The Year Green
Day at Milton Keynes

-

2 ArcadeFire ‘Rebellion (Lies)’ 2 AreadeFire ‘uneral’ (Rough Trade)

i(E;rtant'Mitchell's much-anticipated return to EastEnders started Best Tour ShockWaves
ypically gruff style NME Awards Tour 2005

9 The bloke who's i
Bl mum's (and gra:'gl)(?a?-:;s ?:; :"ta':'eda‘ﬁt Gig Arcade Fire (Rough Trade) 2 FranzFerdinand ‘
B8 Little Britain proved surprisingl Bestciub s 3 Arctic Monkeys ‘| Bet You Look It So Much B T Could e
Al and unnervingly populy gly Sest club Show Coldplay Good On The Dancefloor’ (DOMIN) 4 Antomy Al e LOiM0)
El 6 “Aaaaaaaaaaring ding di : ndon Round Chape 4 Kanye West ‘Gold Digger’ T AmA Y And The Johnsons
F®  dingding...” gding ding BBes. tSingalong Oasisa (Roc-A-Fella) E l(;}s B"':'IC" iNOV'" (Rough Trade)
-l Fucking CRAZY FROG. Wanker ‘ DateDoeti Lires 5 The White stripes My DOorbell (5.iniqug) 0O ent
3 7 “Brrap!” ’ M tet i whiveg (xt) 6The|7|;’lfi)t ipes
£ UK grime’s rallying cry M::kmrrsﬁ"cfﬂ 6 Babyshambles ‘Fuck Forever’ Me Satan’ ( ;St“pes Get Behind
S 8 “It’swell Jackson” oria (Rough Trade) 7 ' -
il Nathan Barley had many naff catch o ‘B!est Kept Secret Thom 7 Antony And The Johnsons ‘Hope Tlfez"ﬁ'an oevens ‘Come GHigSS]
] doir’, you rapist?”). b tY e catc phrasgs (“How you orke at Westminster There's Someone’ (Rough Trade) 8 Inoise’ (Rough Trade)
i e ?”), but this one, to describe something Methodist Central Hall 8 Razorlight ‘Somewhere Else’ Kanye West ‘Late Registration’
§ 9‘;“(:::2:!:;1 cool, :I,vas the most memorable BestStage Invasion The (Vertigo) ¥ (Roc-A-Fella)
£ amon 9 Babysh: ‘ )
, . atHammersmith ‘ ) yshambles ‘Down In Albion’
§ ;pi‘lel é\?#lth Palt;k creators’ new film Team America: World Police Carling Apolio (9DI:)rna"!'l1:o;=erdinand LR You Want o (Rough Trade) 9
"B 10 “Elio Mun ed fun at the ego of the Hollywood star Biggest Sound The White 10 The Strokes ‘Juicebox’ 9 Gorillaz Demon Days'
s 0 Mum Stripes at Glasto m
E nbury (Rough Trade) -
3
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2005 in the ramblings of
celebrity gob-jockeys

very week in NME we give totally free rein to the world’s most
opinionated and egotistical rock stars to say pretty much the first thing
that comes into their head. Here we present 365 days of big-mouthed
gobbery compiled for your pleasure. But who woke up with a groupie
giving them a blowjob? who wanted to give the whole world an erection?
And who thought Pete Doherty should be put in a coma for six months?

“I'm talking about
evolution - the

“Broken gloss...
Faharegomna it's just like

Geolireuns:  [rasmon: [EEERY
YOil”’ Devendra Pete Doherty
Banhart

‘“The Libertines? Who the fuck are they? “J couldn’t even goto

eep with the top deck of the
\ Oh, are those the faggots in the Sergeant il it eb i get
o Pepper outfits?” TheMagicNumbers headrushes from the crack
omar Rodriguez, The Mars Volta averyong was smoking”

‘ : Gemina Clarke, The Suffrajets
“Marcon 5 - boring. It's like they've gatecrashed a ‘West Coast Americans gave skaa ;

Wﬁill-v‘l\iason really coo! party, and everyone just stands around bad name. Grown men in shorts™
going, ‘Who the fuck is this?™ Charfie Tumer, The Dead 605
“We steal fun fram children. simon Pegg - ™

We're fun thieves, always trying

T etnevertss. ) i§ 107€ 10 meet 0 nice band. st bemea rapi an
e Everyone is an gsshole! The Secrel Machings  andaneion- e

Yourcodenameis:mlio Johnweave in

rkiledapigeononcercos NG 10101 OSSHOLES... theyTe like little kids™ ~ meraie “My girliriend made

ftwasshowingoff, 1hada  BrandonFlowers, The Killers Sames ke, The Coral 0 spif out of a fampon
catapult and k thought, “I'm ¢rying to find someone who'll i it

9 cox;t‘l’ kil tllatdplgggth’ m;:.e ;'e;n(as::g,e:ea“glks. s::::,nr:zh:;fgf:{'}"v W ;?ake njrﬁa pa{rﬂft ;hair:f—mail b mhe Smce I,[]Bn " s u"

0 “: Agoand | di Desaiic kasters, Tho Others ares. They might interfere wit heen |]|"gm B ooty

“We pray fo Jesus

“When | see Razorlight or the Kaiser Chiefs, 1 see people who just want
to dress up and pose out. It's derivative, it's weak and it’s an insult to

people who pay money to see theny”

the hairs on my legs though”
Michael Tyack, Circufns

“Pete Doherty needs to he put
In a coma for about six months
ta (et it all wear off"

n"d 'm mmv lEE Jesse F Keeler, Death From Above 1979 Alan Fletcher (Dr Karl Kennedy
from Neighbours)
“pida is popular because she's inoffensive, hut ... = E
Everv [I[W- 1 find her blandness totally offensive” we're fuckedupin the #| picked up my parents’ copy of ?
B I "I Siouxsie Sioux SAtie The Observer and on the news
U Ev pages was a picture .
“I met Bernard when | was 1, at secondary school on the " - of this pasty-faced N S
"ever first day and that was it. We were friends for about 10 minutes ' h?ve toremember to call fm street urchin, b
I,e SI] [][] d” and t've hated him ever since, and he hates me” :";‘I}: éﬁ%’?ﬁ:‘gﬁde the band ?i:ld ;here wask 2
Peter Hook, New Order is huge crac!
Elalne Harrison, Mystery Jets pipe full of 7
Matt Tong, Bloc Party ) | smokeand |
“If you grow up int Norfolk, you Ii & arid mv bromer wenf 0 g‘;gﬁ?;ﬂely
foilow your passions, or you " fascinated"
work at the local factory cutting ¥ i A & maxcartish BB
the heads off chickens” IR IO EY T LY G ,
Ed Harper, White Rose Eddie Argos. n response to Kele Bloe Part 130 S04 U 11 0CS {1 AKE
Hovement L et Dirk Tourette, Towers Of London
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BRITPOP

» . JI0YEARSON!}
You kﬂl]\fl the whole thing ™ ve wens e tae Good
gboulbuying the worlda ~ eraed s e
Coke?Idliketogivethe ~ comon. Fzave him ourtast
N, #emo tape, [ doubt he c

world an exection e stened to ft.
JoshHomme, QOTSA 'H"v b '~j":Ldrunk
“ycan’t think of anyone ;urra;v -Li'gﬁtburn.
else [ would want to TheDears

sleep with.

Manson is a “In the mid-"20s you'd
very jealous turn on Top Of The Pops
person. | and it would be Biur, Oasis,
mentioned that Pulp, y'know... ace! Then two
| like franz years ago it was stuff like
Ferdinand and < Travis’ ‘Flowers In The
he just got furious” window' - enough to drive
Dita von Teese anybody to drink”

Eddie Argos, Art Brut

S ohe 8p this moming

RN thix et next to me “| saw him once in

giving e a bicwijob. 10 years and
Yt %2 gpzupie for you” nearl"f, ran him
ke guugl:eron Brett
uRabeIts are grqat - the!way they “" v
B mectstinmrs “Ihave no
B s i jdeo who
Efgvglra‘::l;ttgut:aﬂng ShE[I seve" me.'
lcobiansax fo bim'” It we sounded like

i Them, they would have
“Somehow sold 3million records
fhie really and we probably would
nelige R
girls aren't
the ones fat P p———
wanna give you SUCK-UPS!
0 blowjob after when I firstheard
the show” bl
Sam Endicott, The Bravery beauteous heart”

Lou Reed
“gleeping with pop ‘-
staslsaperkof a SpongeBob?
e *

Gueens ofoize " — | love his
-, - s (uirkiness,
e mgsoa N TN 1 e
il o TE [00KIN mind

“Have you ever had sex witha

donkey while on cocaing?” “Franz are my favourite band.

There’s a bit of their feel to my

Moby P
new album
B e | I
out e ngtoa IR
e ey L3010
lens hetween my legs. And MMW Tﬂ”ﬂh
that’s life”” parius banesh Johnny Borrellon
Nelson Mamndela

JOBSFOR THE
BO

CONTROVERSY! ¥S- AND CUIRILS!

“When 1 look aut intoe a crowd
these days it looks more likea
sea of beans. ( love it - you feel
like Hitler” Sam Forrest,
NineBlack Alps

I d i alligo:s{eg;ss?uiéf ::'nst
Bhoppily S
starta company”’
wunk 0" Llela Moss, The Duke Spirit
& afrompfor  Twaniediobe g rally
SUBGESSH triver but, since Im 22
B e, alccr Chicts and | Sll"_llﬂVEI'I .| learnt
"2Hats keeps rabbits. I'm not ]ww m dlwe I mmk
savnghedocsaming g | WS barking up Ine
his face” Dwain P Xain,
GoldeLoouncsan Wi liee ere .,
ey twould g o the fandlord of a
®e a greatidea to blow my B ican
ooy = ™ soTvegothecence-

1got 100 per
centinmy
landlord
exam”
Shmon Rix,
Kaiser Chlefs

“I hated my neighbour. ) filled his
car engine with sugar and
destroyed the motor. It was
the perfect crime™ Annia

POLITICS!

“There are people who

are starving, who don’t *4q like enwoking for
get any rock music. It has pewge, too,

te work otherwise I'd Imade anice

he very sad”
simon Amstell onLive8

“Queens Of The Stone Age

wili play the party after these all the proper

iﬁﬁuﬁmi the London Barry ..:Em:p?:umgu

bombers A

i rﬁﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ?m

meefing Wil the 6. Ve sueco " ouboua [ i

asked me where | got the :

whorfysoltoidthem,  UEl0IeW elecliic

There are o Shocks aiong fhe way
Patrick wolf

somilion )

names in

hisbox™ \

“I'd kifi all the fox hunters.

put little fluffy tails on them,
blow a bugle and go, "You've got
five minutes to fuck off, you
coke-smoking, Nazi, fucking
racist, slapper, bitch, cunt,
fuckwit twat”

Johnny Cooke, Dogs

“] went onstage
andl got gripped
hy this paraneia
and stagefright
wherel just
couldn't
perform... it was
a complete meltdown
inmy head, 1 couldn’t
fucking doit”

Johany Boirell, Razorilght

BRUGST

6&“

| don'l have

| [mnkm;i
problem. | have
0 drinking
solution

Dirt, The Bravery

“After the New Year’s gig
1 provided a party for 350
kids of all ages until 5am.
Everyone gotinfree,
smoked hash, took coke,
and did what they
wanted.,.”

Dominic Masters, The Others

“Doing gigs aur way, yau
¢an find yourself on a mountain
top, with a campfire, surrounded
by French girls. It's more fun”
Yan, SeaPowey

1 wansa tabe kip-hop

ek to tne NWA days
wicre everything was real.
Fuck the party vibe, man™
TheGame

“Tonioht Matthew, | am
Alan from The Rokes™

Paul Smith, Maximo Park
{onstage at Carfing Weekend:
i 0
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FRANZFERDINAND
The four wise men

What’s the worst present you’ve
ever given?

Bob Hardy: “Worst present? I don’t
think I’ve ever given a bad present.
The best present that I ever got was
probably the Millennium Falcon
when I was four.”

Alex Kapranos: “I remember one
year it was a bumper year because

I got a Raleigh Tomahawk — which
was a junior version of the Chopper
—and I got a tracksuit. I thought the
tracksuit would make me really
athletic — the Olympics had been on
that year — but it didn’t...”

What’s the best thing about
Christmas?

Alex: “As a kid, at Christmas you
could surreptitiously drink alcohol
by eating chocolate liqueurs, which
I always liked.”

Bob: “I like the idea you can get up
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at 11 and have a drink. You’re
expected to do it. ‘Have a sherry!’.
My mum’s doing it as well, she’s in
the kitchen drinking while doing
the cooking.”

Are you fans of Christmas?
Alex: “Yes, but in Scotland
Christmas has only really been
celebrated properly for the last 30
years or so. New Year is the big
thing. So Scotland is still pagan!”
Bob: “New Year in Glasgow is
great. You go to a pub to see the
bells in, then everything closes up
and you go out looking for the
mythical great party. The weather
is always really cold and there’s

a chance it might snow. I love that.”

So what constitutes the
mythical great party?

Alex: “I had a New Year’s Eve party
in my flat a few years ago which
was good. I cooked and we set off
fireworks, which was pretty cool.”

HOOKY
NEWORDER
Bass Viking

Who are the best new band
you’ve heard in 2005?

“Bloc Party. The fact that Bernard
[Sumner] hates them makes me love
them even more.”

After your Joy Division set for
John Peel Day, would you
consider doing a full-length gig
like that?

“It is being discussed, actually.

We talked to Moby and Billy Corgan
about it and they’re very excited
about the idea. So yeah, maybe next
year we’ll do a Joy Division gig for
an epilepsy charity.”

Where will you be this
Christmas?

“I’ll be at home assembling toys
with the kids. When I was in rehab,
I was amazed that everyone in my
AA group was terrified of Christmas
because they thought they’d fall
victim to the egg-nog, but I never
found it that way. It’s nice to wake
up and be able to do things like that
without your hands shaking and
wishing you were dead.”

Editor-in-chief

What’s the worst present
you’ve ever given?

“Never given a bad one, although a
couple of years ago my mum bought
me these vests for sleeping in but
they were described on the label as
‘sex wear’ or something ridiculous
like that. Sex linen? Maybe because
it was these slinky vests from my
mum, plus I'm not a big vest fan,
but they’ve never been worn.”

GOLDIELOOKIN
CHAIN

Rapping paper

Where will you be this
Christmas?

Eggsy: “I'll probably be at my mum
and dad’s house. I'll have a few
pints, get wrecked and go and watch
this geezer who'’s got this orange
gun. It could fucking kill a man,

it can shoot oranges that far. I want
one of ’em for Christmas.”

Maggot: “We go into lock-down from
the 20th onwards, so I'm planning
to take it easy after that. On
Christmas Day, I'm gonna be
watching a film called Threads.

“lwantan
orange gun for

my Christmas”
ESgsy

It’s from the 1980s, about people
from Britain trying to survive after
anuclear war. Essential Christmas
viewing.”

What’s your biggest regret of
2005?

Maggot: “Not getting my sexual
medical complaints sorted out. Once
I’'m given the all-clear I’ll be back on
the trail...”

Which member of the band
have you come closest to hitting
this year and why?

Eggsy: “I nearly hit our tour
manager in my sleep at one point.
He was trying to get us up and

I didn’t know what was going on

so I took a swing at him.”

Who are the best new band
you’ve heard in 2005?

Maggot: “It’s a toss up between Nine
Black Alps and The Rakes. They
should get together because The
Rakes wear more lambswool per
square inch and NBA have got long
hair, so if they combined, you’ll get
loads of static electricity.”

Complete this sentence:

“The real meaning of

Christmas is....”

Maggot: “Watching Threads.” m
Eggsy: “Morecambe and Wise!”

PIETER M VAN HAT
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YOUR
MORE N’RO

Christmas Day. Once the present-receiving bit is out of the way,

it gets a hit boring, right? So why not follow NME’s recommendations

for ways to make your Noél raise alot more hell

Go up to the front during
midnight mass and stagedive.

Instead of phoning elderly

relatives or writing thank-you
letters, go round with an acoustic
guitar and play them a song you
wrote explaining how their present
made you feel.

During the Queen’s speech, play

Towers Of London at full blast
and draw a swastika on her head, as
As the congregation is leaving, a statement or something.

hand them flyers for a squat
party your band is playing at next
week, promising them it will be “mad.
Rammed with pillheads and freaks,

and The Others might play”.

When playing charades, sit

down for 20 seconds after any
successful mime, then get back up to
do another one as an “encore”.

- Upon receiving an item of

. knitwear, say you are going
to put it on, then re-emerge in
. it five minutes later having

covered it in Situationist slogans
| written in permanent marker.
1

Come down last for the opening
of the presents,
with two Japanese
students, whose presence
you never explain to your
family, on your arm.

Continually ask any relatives you
don’t particularly know very well

In the event of a family karaoke
session, turn your performance

If anyone tries to photograph
you unwrapping your

presents, scream, “NO PHOTOS!” | i A
Instead of presents, at them and attack them. 3 Into an experlmental
give your family s
mixtapes and poems you Go carol singing, but do so in a ‘ Jam f““ °f feed baCk and

wrote about them when you J

P-reg transit van full of Ginsters |
were trashed on ketamine.

[ ]
heavily-treated vocals
wrappers and empty lager cans. |
As soon as you get your presents,
go out and pawn them and use
the proceeds to finance putting out
a limited-run seven-inch single.

‘When singing for people, perform
only Bad Company’s ‘Feel Like
Makin’ Love’ and ‘Killing In The Name
Of” by Rage Against The Machine.

if they have any horse, and if the
answer is no, explain that you’re
going to have to take their jewellery
as “payment” for your presence.

When the family go for a brisk

after-breakfast Christmas
morning walk, take a carrier bag with
a four-pack of Guinness in it with you.

At dinner, refuse food and point
out that you “have all the food
I need right here”, showing them your
bottle of Jack Daniel’s.

Wrap and place under the tree
several dozen pairs of knickers
and Polaroids of girls in lingerie,
addressed to yourself.

e [n the event of a family karaoke

session, turn your performance
into an experimental jam full of
feedback and heavily-treated vocals.
When you're finished, trash the
speaker with your mic and a broken
bottle. Then attack someone because
you didn’t get paid.

While your family is inevitably
napping after lunch, secrete

several empty vodka bottles and porn
mags about the floor, then inform the
palice that you believe major drug use
is happening at your address. When
they arrive, be hurriedly flushing
wraps of flour down the toilet.

Have a paid lackey open your
Christmas presents for you as
you loiter in the living room doorway.
Then have a brief animated
discussion with him, after which he
informs your parents that there is

“a problem with the aftershave” and
that you are “threatening to pull out”.

Offer love to your fellow man and
spread vibes of peace and joy all
around you, wherever you do roam.

Actually, no, scratch that last one m
—it’s shit.
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«- three key ingredients for the perfect Christmas party -ifyou’re

amember of the funniest comedy double-act in Britain, thatis.

Here, The Mighty Boosh reveal their secrets of how to throw a truly

legendary Xmas bash. Just stay away from Lee Perry’s feet...

or Christmas,”
says evil-faced
comedy rock
goblin Noel
Fielding (the one
that hangs about
indie gigs dressed
like a 19th-century German Kaiser
gone cyberpunk), “I want Vincent
Gallo’s sperm. He’s selling his sperm
on the net for, like, £1million.”

“How much of it is he selling?” asks
stone-faced jazzophile Julian Barratt
(the one who you can’t quite work out
why he’s mates with the other one,
and who was in Nathan Barley).

“All of it,” says Noel, glugging back
champagne on the plush cream
carpet of a palatial east London
townhouse like he owns the place.
“As much as he can produce. We
should put our sperm on the net, Ju.
My sperm’s black and it fizzes.
There’s a lot of liquorice in my diet.”

Come with us now on a journey
through time, space and celebrity-
semen references to the world of The
Mighty Boosh’s Fantasy Christmas
Party. It makes a suitably warped
kind of sense: this pair are the dual
megabrains behind 2005’s funniest
TV show (fact!), the one DVD that
every band in the world puts on the
tourbus TV when they’re not
rewatching Anal Angels Volume 3.

Yes, from these hot, bubbling brain-
buckets spewed forth the demonic
grannies, Betamax bandits, green
cockney Polo mint murderers,
retarded moons, lisping mystics,
small yellow octopus heads and
Razorlight-searching-for-the-Lost-
Chord-in-the-desert-with-metal-
detectors of their surrealist
masterwork. So who better to guide
us through the perfect celebration of
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an event that could’ve leapt straight
out of their series — for what is
Christmas if not a fat flying postman
going abseiling down chimneys in
memory of God’s birthday?

“It’s all gone a
bit wrong,” Noel
muses. “It’s all
about buying
CDs and DVDs
for people.
Where’s the
Christmas
carols? You're
apagan, aren’t
you, Ju?”

Julian nods.
“Slightly, yeah.”

Noel: “Does
that change
things?”

Julian: “Yeah.
I get off with
my mum.”

Noel: “You
drink goats’
blood together. Warm goats’ blood
though, because it’s Christmas.”

Better still, The Boosh are already
a bit pissed. So, with Noel riffing
away on his own mental toboggan
to Nuttersville and Julian mainly
staring into the middle distance and
repeating random phrases (“fur
maze...”, “Quasar...”, “fluorescent
fish.. .”) they detail the most
insane party ever conceived. To
most Christmas parties you
might be expected to bring some
beers and mistletoe. To the Boosh
Do, however, you'd best pack a
compass, a pink ghost suit, a bag of
A-grade God’s pubes and some laser
arrows to destroy the robot
highwayman. And whatever you do,

You’re OK, they
only drink goats’
blood, not poodies’

don’t go in the Rick Wakeman room...

-
-
’.

RoW™
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1 PICKA GOOD
LOCATION
Noel: “Hampton Court Maze would be
a good party. People just go around and
each dead end is a little different
section, a little bar or you can get
absinthe in that dead end.”
Julian: “Everyone sets off at the
same time and gets lost.”

. N: “You have a few ghosts and
headless people in there. You could
have a little section for each different
drug. You could have a peyote section,
an opium section...”

J: “What, in a maze? Imagine the

horror.”

Nz “What you'd do is you'd let
everyone off and then you'd close it
off, push a bush over the entrance. And
you'd have a pod that hangs above the
maze with a bird’s eye view so you
could watch. I'd have it on ice as well,
to add to the mayhem. Ice the floor.

Maybe when you get to the middle

there’s a spiral staircase so you can go

up to a platform where you can watch
the rest of the idiots struggling around
and you can taunt them with the maps.”

2STOCKUPON
FOODANDDRINK

J: “Flatliners are good. It's
vodka and another clear
alcohol with Tabasco in the
middle and they float
- because they're different

- densities, so you have a
eea

clear drink with a red line
in the middle.”

N: “And Ribena and
Nesquik. Then only white

e food. Rice, ice cream,

spaghetti. Marshmallows
and Jelly Tots.”

_—

SINVITEYOUR
GUESTSWITHCARE

1 N2 “Jim Morrison. He’s always

embarrassing and good for a laugh. Get
him tanked up. Rimbaud, Blakey from
On The Buses. Obviously the guy from
Brian Jonestown Massacre, and Vincent
Gallo, in the hope that they’d have a
triffic fight. And some interesting
women. Joan Of Arc.”

J: “Bjork.”

N: “Bjork and Joan Of Arc. They’ve got to
dress like a pantomime donkey in the
one suit. David Walliams...”

| J: “He’d already be there.”

N: “He wouldn’t be invited but somehow
he’'d be there. We should have a killer to

b spice it up. I like the blonde guy

who used to cut up
squirrels.”
J: “Ted Bundy?”

No, the other one.”

: “Crippin? ‘If you come to

this party there will be
aserial killer there.”
N: “And a minotaur,
obviously. And a
labrador.”
J: “Aminodor. Half-
man, half-labrador.”
N: “If he’s going to
eat you, you throw a
stick down the other
end of the maze and
he scurries off.”

s ©

Blakey: caught
snortingLee

Perry’s shaved
cornsin the bog

!



4 CHOOSEYOUR
SOUNDTRACK

N: “We’ll only play Congolese music. And
Tangerine Dream and Hawkwind.
There’ll be a prog-rock room where once
you come inside it someone pushes a
bush across and you can’t leave, where
they only play ‘Owner Of A Lonely Heart’
over and over. The Rick Wakeman room,
definitely. And the funk

and folk room. The

Fonk room, where we

get Rick James and

Steeleye Span to play

together and invent i

fonk.” Hawkwind:

6 PLAN SOME
ENTERTAINMENT
Js “Maybe we could shoot someone

at the end of the night. Gerry Rafferty.
He could just be executed at the end

of the night.”

N: “Or a live operation. We get R Kelly
and we do a minor operation on him. We
remove his spleen. And we let the public
have a go at doing it. We explain roughly
what they’ve got to do and they put the
stuff on and go, ‘Am | doing this right?"”

How did they fit
thathatinsidea
cracker?

Noel sights the rohot
highwayman at the
hottom of his glass
after asuper-strong
hit of Dulux

mixes perfectly 7 GETTHE

into Congolese DRUGSIN

LCLDIVT JILCE N “Fast drugs. | hate slow drugs. What's (s
that one that makes your heart come out S U]
your arse? Dulux.” shavings
J: “What’s that one where you go up and  EREIELIETL]

" 8 KICKEVERYO
ouT
N: “You'll know the party’s finished

because Pete Doherty will be looking at
his watch going, ‘I've got stuff to do

The history of Xmas in

rock, mayhe
Camden Lock

5 PLAY SOME
PARTYGAMES

N: “We’re in a maze, we could do a life-
size Pac Man game. You could have the

you kiss God’s balls and then you come
down and go about your business? It
takes about a minute. DVT? Oh no,
that’s a fertiliser.”

tomorrow.” And the colour of the sky will

change. When the party’s really raging

it'll be orange and red, when it's coming
down a little bit it’ll be purple and

A new strain
enters the
Christmas record

DATES AVAILABLE AT WWW.THEMIGHTYBOOSH.COM. SERIES TWO OF THE MIGHTY BOOSH!

REX FEATURES THE MIGHTY BOOSH ARE ON TOUR FEBRUARY-MARCH 2006, FULL TOUR
1S ON BBC2 IN JANUARY AND AVAILABLE ON DVD FROM FEBRUARY 13

N: “You shave God’s balls and
come down with all the hair in
a satchel and you take that
with mescalin. What about

if we get some of Lee
‘Scratch’ Perry’s dry

costumes lying around and if anyone
fancies dressing up as a pink ghost...
I'd like a fur maze instead of leaf.
Leopardskin fur with a glass floor and
a tank with fluorescent neon fish
underneath the floor. And you could
play medieval Quasar, where you fire skin off his scalp and Bring a hottle and Bjork.
laser arrows at a robotic highwayman off his feet. You'd never “Either that,” Julian

with red laser eyes that opens up and come back though, would

cream soda comes out.” you?” ) m

when it’s really mellow, a light
blue and silver.”
So, you're all invited to The
- Mighty Boosh Xmas Pac Man
On Ice Death Maze World
 Prog Surgery Party.

gene pool: the

charity record.

Band Aid’s ‘Do

They Know It’s

Christmas?’

made everyone give

money to help needy Africans.
Thank God we never needed to
do that again... oh dear.
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B&Sandnota
cardiganinsight

» Check out Belle & Sebastian’s

contribution to this years Don’t

Look Back Festival at The Barhican

- the night they played the whole of

their classic album ‘If You're Feeling

Sinister’. It's available exclusively

for your delectation. Fey pop never

sounded so “Way hey!”.

Eminem: goes
off therails

» Acoustic Manc popstrels | Am
Kloot led hy Lee Mavers-soundalike
John Bramwell return with an
exclusive download single produced
by Elbow’s Guy Garvey called
‘Maybe | Should’, available now.

» Which one’s better? The one
where he’s dressed up as Christina
Aguilera or the one where Dido
gets killed? Now you can make
that call with this exclusive dip into
Eminem’s video archive.

» Kayne West is her biggest fan

and her new album has been the
hottest talking point of the autumn.
America’s Kate Bush, Fiona Apple,
gets the Essential treatment. Now
you can find out what all the fuss
was about.

AAND FINALLY...

And finally...check out ‘Tribute To The Killers’ by, ahem,
TheKillers’ Tribute Band. It’s the sound of being stuck
in a lift with only muzak for company and puts the ‘Las
Vegas' back into The Killers. At least then you'll know

iftt LSl (e ]
Whataliftto why Mr Brightside had to kill Jenny.

bestuckin®! _

INDE SWKeSIES!

It’s the new craze hitting the USA. Strangers meet, acknowledge iPods, swap
earphones et voila - are thrown into the wordd of new sounds. But obviously

it works less well if one of you runs off with said Pod and flogs it down the
market. Test cases MITV VJ’s Dave Berry and Alex Zane won’t do that, will they?

pave borrows Justin
Hawkins’ leopardskin
for theday

DAVE BERRY ON ALEX ZANE’S iPOD:
Most embarrassing track: “Will Smith, ‘The Black
Suit’s Coming’, from Men In Black 2 to which Alex knows
all the words.”

Song you couldn’t believe was on there: “‘Turtle
Power’ - Partners In Kryme. Again, to which Alex
knows all the words.”

What you learnt about Alex’s personality: “That

if amovie has a tie-in rap, Alex for some reason feels
the need to learn every word.”

Cool? “No. That is until you see Alex perform the raps
word for word in person, at which point, really not cool!”

RATING: 8/10

Alexreckon he’s
got the X-Factor

ALEX ZANE ON DAVE BERRY’S iPOD:
Most embarrassing track: “The soundtrack to

Dirty Dancing. Only embarrassing because of Dave’s
idolisation of a young Patrick Swayze and his ability to
quote the movie pretty much line for line.”

Song you couldn’t believe was on there: “Prince,
‘Purple Rain’. In three years of knowing Dave,

he’s never once mentioned his penchant for Prince,
instead preferring to swagger around to the Oasis
back-catalogue.”

What you learnt about Dave’s personality: “Dave
owns pretty much every soundtrack to every gangster
movie (specifically those of the cockney variety).”
Cool? “If your idea of fun is doing dodgy dealings on the
edge of the law while using expletives like, ‘You f*****g
muppet,” and, ‘You're 'avin a f*****g |aaarf, before
suddenly sinking into reverie and murmuring,

‘Nobody puts baby in the corner,’ as a single tear runs
down your cheek, then it’s very cool.”

RATING: 8/10

Alex and Dave can be seen arguing over music ever weekday on TRL, MTV at 6pm

Dribbling with confusion over what to get that funny uncle
of yours or the passive/aggressive mutual friend you got
lumbered with for Secret Santa? Snap up an iTunes gift
certificate, a Pre-Pay card from Carphone Warehouse,

Buy theideal gift for
your loved ones

Dixons, PC World , Currys or the Link store or make your
own custom playlist. You can also send their favourite song
by selecting ‘Gift This Music’. So how about these seasonal
treats for that hard-to-buy-for celeb in your life....

» Buy Kele Bloc Party » Buy Liam Gallagher
‘Frosty The Snowman’ ‘Christmas Is Going To
by Fiona Apple The Dogs’ by Eels
Everyone wishes all the best A massive pre-emptive
for Kele at this time of year.  strike for the higgest

But if he doesn’t turn that Manchester grump of

frown around, this may be
the tune for him.

the ‘Christmas is bollocks!”
school.

» Buy Kanye West » Buy Meg White
‘TheLittle Drum ‘Silent Night’ by
Machine Boy’ by Beck Johnny Cash

Beck’s honky Crimbo The man in black for the

sounds will presumably
raise even the smallest

of smiles from hip-hop’s
coolest cat. You'd hope.

girlin the white and red.
You'd suspect the Chrimbo
dinner might be cool, calm,
collected and very quiet.

PIETER M VAN HATTEM/ELLIS PARRINDER/DEAN CHALKLEY
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foin us ohaéh;gﬁ ride
(geddit?) through Ricky
Gervais’ festive season

amma mia Figaro!
How will Ricky
Gervais be spending
Christmas? Who'd be
in his dream band?
And what was the high point of his
year? Beelzebub has a devil put aside

Hello, Ricky. How many days will
you be getting trollied for this
Christmas?

“You know what? I don’t drink any
more at Christmas than the rest of
the year. And anyway, the food soaks
it up. So I won’t be getting pissed up.”

Turkey. Over-rated?

“No! Turkey’s amazing. Turkey’s
incredible. Proteinous. Low fat. Tasty.
The roast dinner is the King Of
Dinners. And the Christmas dinner is
the King Of Roasts. I'm never sick of
Christmas dinner. I have about five,
different families and stuff. (Thinks)
Different families? No. Different
members of my family. (Imagining)

I go around different famili

pop next door, ‘Got any turkey?’.

Isn’t there something in turkey that
helps you sleep, that’s why you’re
tired? I think it’s got a chemical in
it that acts as a mild anaesthetic.”

present you’ve ever given?
“When you get to 13 you realise

you’ve got to buck your
ideas up. I had older
brothers and sisters so
I got loads of Christmas
presents. My sister had
given me loads of nice
presents and I'd given
her a bottle of shampoo
that was 20p from
Tesco and I realised
then that wasn’t
enough. Also, a couple
of years ago, I’d left my
Christmas shopping
way too late. So I got
everyone £10 worth of
scratchcards. Even my
little nieces and
nephews (laughs).
Some won, some lost,
but that’s the gamble.”

What are your favourite
Christmas comedies?

“Only Fools And Horses used to be
a must in my household. Morecambe

And Wise, obviously. You didn’t miss
What’s the worst Christmas that. How about The Office
Christmas Special? Which is out

The history of Xmas in
rock, maybhe

David Bowie and Bing Croshy
provide one of pop’s unlikeliest
yuletide duets with their rendering
of ‘Little Drummer Boy’. Recording
sessions saw the disparate artists
both learning from the other, with
Bowie updating many classic
crooner standards and Crosby
getting cocaine blown up his

arse by a transvestite German
hooker. Possibly.

now on DVD (chortles)

If you could form

a Christmas
supergroup, who
would you chose?
“We used to do this for
alaugh. We used to
make up blokes’ rock
star names. Like
change your name to
Fred Zeppelin.
Dwight Snake. I think
I'd be Fred Zeppelin.
Anyway. Supergroup.
(Thinks) On drums, it’s
got to be Keith Moon.
Bass? Lemmy. Guitar?
I'd have two guitars to
unbalance it a bit.
Maybe Johnny Marr
and Mick Ronson.

“Scaramooouche,
Scaramooouche,
will you do the

David Brent dance?”’

What a band. And singing? I'd
better, hadn’t I.”

Do people still jump out at
you and do the dance from
The Office?

“No. It’s only happened once.

I was on

The Jonathan
Ross Show
and Jonathan
said, ‘Do
people

shout your
catchphrase?’
I said, ‘We
purposely
don’t like
catchphrases.
In fact we ridicule them in

The Office’ We came out to the car
park and a bloke went (mimes dance),
‘Umm umm ummm um um humm’.
Jonathan pissed himself. I'd given
this pretentious answer and a bloke
jumps out and does the dance.
Although 250,000 people at

Live8 made me do it (laughs).

I fell under mob pressure there.” m

Ifyousee Rjck i

Y on the
Street, do this, He’ll love j¢y
A"u;-z_ N — gy
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THE BEST BANDS FROM THE
BEST MUSIC MAGAZINE

NME PRESENTS THE ESSENTIAL BANDS OF 2005

THE BIGGEST BANDS, THE BIGGEST TRACKS OF THE YEAR FROM
KAISER CHIEFS, GORILLAZ, GOLDFRAPP, FRANZ FERDINAND, COLDPLAY,
HARD-FI, THE MAGIC MUMBERS, THE KILLERS AND MORE

OUT NOW

6 iy LAl
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NME’s altelqnative Christmas message, this year brought to you by
— - . = = .

PN
his year has been that maybe I can take more - a T | “V was the best festival Number One, that blew me away,
our best for ages...” of aback seat in the future, s S we’ve ever done...” actually more than ‘Lyla’. You
“...and no fucking let the others get much more _.‘,m ' “ .apart from Glastonbury ’94. kind of expect your first single -

mistake. When we involved and just enjoy playing And I don’t remember a before the album comes out to get
came back with ‘Lyla’ guitar and being part of a fucking thing about that. to Number One, but for the second
I wasn’t sure about it. I thought it group.” . {Ilastonbury’s a weird thing, one to get there as well, to me that’s
was a bit throwaway — it’s a song Sy ( Iy 3 hecause it’s so big but it’s not pretty special.”
about a chick. I was kind of hoping “Doing the interview - -l even remotely the biggest gig
to make more of a statement with with NME on my own that we would do in any year. “We’re not taking three
something like ‘Mucky Fingers’ was a bit weird...” : But it’s great tobe at —I'vebeen  years off...”
or ‘The Importance Of Being Idle’. “..if that’s what it’s ) : more times than I've “...we finish touring next March in
But everybody that worked in the like being a solo artist 1 played and it’s fucking  Mexico City. By the time it gets to
office and stuff were like, “That’s the then fuck that. I think amazing. It’s always that I'll be fucking sick of it and

tune, man, get it out.” the moment I would better to be at than everybody in it. I'll be fucking sick
have done a solo record the moment to play at.” of Liam and Gem and Andy and
“I’ve been taking a more has definitely passed everyone, sick of the songs, sick of
hands-off approach with now. I don’t have any I wou Id have done “It was like singing ‘The Importance Of Being
everything...” ambition for that. lightning that Idle’ every night and it’ll be like,
“,..and I’ve been taking notice of Maybe back in the day a SO'O I‘eCOI'd has night at V...” ‘Right. I'm off on holiday for six
more people’s opinions. And that when things were Sed w,, “.. just fucking ace. months!” So that’s 2006 out. Then
was one of the days where I went, going tits up, but now pas IIO Liam was on form and  we’ll get in the studio and 2007 will

‘Alright, if you tell me that this I wouldn’t even begin the new songs went be taken up with recording. So
fucking song’s great I'm gonna go to entertain the idea. Unless of down so well. Hearing the whole allowing for cock-ups we’ll be back in
with it, but fucking woe betide you course Liam gets fucking locked up crowd singing along to every word 2008. We've still got a while to go yet,
if it stiffs. But it didn’t and it was for 20 years and I've got to get out of ‘The Importance Of Being Idle’, so until then, Merry Christmas,
great, so it kind of makes me think  there and pay the bills.” and two weeks after that it goingto ~ and a Happy New Year!” m
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Just think how many more
Bloc Party put-downs lie
hehind that forehead...
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- JHEMANWITH ALLTHE ANSWERS: MARK “VORDERMAN BEAUMORT | R

: . e puian - NN 2 5 , “
seta ,fh‘eothei' ‘ qmg'fng downto thebusinessof .
x‘di iningloads of free stuff in our BigV

nual NME Christmas Quizfanda'ﬁ;'; r f&

. 2 . . : . - -4
* ROUNDONE ' X
\ - PUNCHAMANGIRO! ‘;: b

- ]

ROUNDTWO
SAYWHAT YOUSEE

' 5 Decipher the band or artist from these}
pictorial clues. Go on, it’s Christmas.

3 L 2005wasa vintage year for the rock ' ‘. X
ruck - with pop fists swinging more AR
~ freely than a night round Sadie “ sha "N ols saiPuaas

~ Frost’s house. But who was on the S ‘( e - - .
¥ receiving end of the following? (5N ,' \‘, i w
¥ 4 - )
é 1 A knuckle-sandwich from Pete H" [ ’, ] ‘

. Doherty in a Soho hotel?

o

a

Co————

3
w2 Adrop-kick from Kele Bloc Party? ol

Kele'snotfoolingus S8 &
-Russell had tostart :

that page off for him t
.

ROUNDFOUR
SUMMEROFSEKA

It was all pork-pie hats and skanky
> | basslines round here back in June.

- Butwhich ska-tinged tracks
:ﬁigﬁgg?:;u “g;"m"‘mmm in ~ featured the following lyrics?

Y . 1 “Gotahake in my pocket/My pocket/
My pocket”

2 “Airwaves beam from the light on
the toweryGet my kicks from your
eleventh hour”

5A

headbutt
from, um,

Pete » 3 “Is B yourgenes/Or lack of money?”
Doherty at

Reading?

A “Just @use he’s had a coupla cans/He
thinksit's alright to act like a dickhead”

' B "Wecheat and we lie and we

o @id Det thee i fightswe don’t cry while we try”

- e
ROUND THREE TEST FOLHGLES! There’s no doubt that 2005’s regulation indie ‘do’ was “the Bloc Head"”

but can you recognise the pop stars behind these distinctive barnets? §

1

R FIVE
M IVI!
DELICIOUS!

“The best Carling Weekend ever!”
they said, just as they do every
single year, but this time they might
not have been talking out of their
arses. But how much of the year’s
greatest Lost Weekend can you
remember?

1 Which two singers duetted on ‘22
Grand Job’ onstage with The Rakes at
Reading as a replacement for the
band’s frontman Alan Donohoe?

4 Which band played at hoth sites in
the same day?

5 What colour jacket did Brandon
Flowers wear at Reading?

2 Who changed the lyrics to one of
their songs to go “That sarky bloke
from the NME” at the Leeds festival, in
response to a glowing but initially
acerbic live review?

3 Which song did the Pixies forget how
to play in Leeds?

And who else did he
thump? And who else?

LN
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MY Here at NME, we helieve

comedy T-shirtsare the
future. Really we do
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I ROUNDSIX WHATLINKS..

We all know that the higgest
surprise at any gig this year was
Pete Doherty actually turning up,
but to whom did these similarly
astonishing events occur in 2005?

1 Rugby-tackled in San Francisco.

2 Fell through a trapdoor in the stage
in Tampa.

Th:'shamhles
inNorwich 2
(three times) ‘ i . 3 Joined by Keith Allen, dressed as
a matador, riding a massive stuffed
horse.

4 Upstaged by an inflatable dinosaur.

The Magic Numbers ! 5 Pelted with eggs by Kelly
on Top Of The Pops : Oshourne.

i e WG PSR G TPRe  BEETTR L w  Tes N e vy SONE TR, BN S Ly Yy . Oy

NIWIN!WIN!

AN HMV HAMPER WORTH OVER £ SIGNED FRANZ
RAWN’

BOOTY AND EXCLUSIVE HAND-D FANBOY ARTWORK

Reckon you're a bit of a brainiac, eh? Well, if you 1st PRIZE! HMV is Top Dog for Christmas gifts,

managed to finish the quiz and didn’t just answer | ABOX OF GOOD STUFF, featuring the widest selection of

“Johnny Borrell’s massive ego” for every question, n COURTESY OF HMYV music, DVDs and games available - v

send your completed answer form to: Big Massive = Featuring signed albums from Kaiser the high street across 200 stores

Annual NME Christmas Quiz Fandango) , 25th Chiefs, Paul Weller, The Dead 60s and nationwide and online with free P&P at

Floor, King’s Reach Tower, Stamford Street, London | The Killers, 20 CDs including Hard-Fi www.hmv.co.uk.

SE19LS. Alternatively email your answers to and Franz Ferdinand, the funniest HMV also offers a comprehensive range

xmasquiz@nme.com. The readers with the most comedy and best music DVDs of 2006, of related products, including the latest

correct answers will be placed in a hat and drawn | enough books to keep you going until music books, calendars, interactive DVD

in descending order. at least the summer, T-shirts and a board games and rock and pop T-shirts.

Calsbla 5t NME.COMD. The udee's decision Tina; and thereieno | 2006 calendar. If youw'd rather let your family or friends

cash alternative. The closing date is January 7. decide what they would like for ,
Christmas, then you don’t have a better
choice than the HMV gift card - which
can be easily loaded with credits up to
£500 and topped up at any time.

You can also download and subscribe
to your favourites tracks from the brand
new HMV Digital service - to get started,
pick up a free CD-rom in-store, where
you’ll also find a selection of MP3
players, or simply download the
software direct from www.hmv.co.uk.

.

2nd PRIZE! RUNNERS-UP
SIGNED FRANZ . PRIZES!

FLOTSAM =, FANBOY OVERLOAD
Ten entrants will each win a Franz Five lucky entrants will win
Ferdinand funbag, featuring a copy of the prints signed by NME’s resident
band’s latest album, a calendar, a single . cartoon genius, Fanboy, plus
and a copy of their excellent new live * five original Fanhoy sketches,
DVD, all signed by the band themselves. and five CDs by Former Bullies,
And you can be sure it’s genuine, because ¥ graced with Fanboy artwork.
we witnessed them doing it. So there. We spoil you, really we do.

. e e e L b
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| Bes Bish Band
upporfed by ShockWaves

)
Best International Band Best Live Venue Best Dressed

Supported by 4 Music Supported by Topman
TOPMAN

Besl Solo Arist Best Live Event Best Wehsite Worst Dressed
Supported b
Best New Band Best Video Hero Of The Year

Supported by Radio 1 Supported by MTV2

=20 @2
Best Live Band Best Music DVD Villain Of The Year Worst Band
Supported by Carling

e
Best Album BesiTVShow [N SexiestMn |

Supported by HMV
EHMV

o
\When rock StorsMeIE!
VUI ' Billy Lunn,
& now and WIN! T Subs
The names of everyone hat votes, eiher via he paper or onlne, will be entered info  big hot and the one

drawn out next February will Win TWO VIP BALCONY PASSES 1o the Sh 4-9 - d
0 o0 o i P es!Brlish Ban
allowing you f guie terally rub shoulders with the stas on fhe big day! B D0 e, g 9 ?(MSER CHIEFS .

Point your browser of WWW.NME COM/AWARDS and fill in our qui i '
_ ‘ | NME. Quick and easy-lo-u
voting form. Complete this here form, cut it oul, stk it in an envelope, attach a Slomp 1‘!""1 s::ddrll?;ml %%?K‘ggggmmnm ™

Whole kit and caboode fo: J
Best Solo Artist
. GWENSTERNI

Best New Band
b THE TWENTY TWOS

Best TV Show

B Thmee
il s e  IRCTICHONKEYS ggfl‘ﬁﬂw‘}]l‘ﬁg“"w
REMEMBER YU ME ONLINE AT WWW.NME.COM/AWARDS = » %&E%E%ﬁm g%;‘]ﬁg‘é%‘g}ﬁ
e " Best Live Event Wors B

THE CARLING WEEKEND:

The ShockWaves NME Awards 2006: e Lo, 4

rt - V = - 2 i ) ‘
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DAVID ELLIS/ANDREW KENDALL/DEAN CHALKLEY

CHARLOTTE
COOPER
THESUBWAYS
Sorry, she’s engaged

Where will you be this
Christmas?

“At my parents’. I'll do lunch at
home with them and then my whole
family will be driving over to Billy
and Josh’s house for cocktails later
on in the day.”

What'’s been the best thing to
happen to you during 2005?
“Playing the Carling Weekend.

It was the first big gig after the LP
came out and everyone was singing
along and the tent was rammed.”

Which member of the band
have you come closest to hitting
this year and why?

“Probably both of them on different
occasions. It stems from being the
only girl and them not
understanding that as a girl you
need more stuff because you have to
change every day. They don’t need
to do that because they’re boys.”

Have you set a date for your
wedding to Billy yet?

“Not yet — we just want to go with
the flow. We'll just have to see what
happens, but we might have to fit
it in with the band schedule.”

Have you had any disappointed
boys (or girls, for that matter)
telling you how sad they are
that you’re getting married?
“No, but Billy has had a few. Girls
are more willing to say things like
that than boys.”

Complete this sentence: “The
real meaning of Christmas
is....”

“Seeing all your friends and family.
We’re not home any more, so
Christmas is the only time we get
to see all the people we don’t see

all year.”

GRAHAM COXON
Uncrowned King Of All Camden

Where will you be this
Christmas?

“I'm going to be in London getting
into a massive flap in the kitchen
and telling everyone to get out of my
way while I cook. I’'m cooking lots of
meat and lots of vegetables. And I'm
trying to get my mum’s centuries-
old recipe for mushy peas. I love
Christmas dinner. Breakfast too.
Christmas breakfast is weird:
pickled eggs and red cabbage and
pork pie. I used to hate that when

I was in my late teens and a bit
hungover from the night before, but
actually red cabbage cuts through

a boozy mouth quite well.

“You have alarge
tot of rumin the
coffee, which

means you start

floating pretty
soon”’

Then you have a large tot of rum
in the coffee, which means that on
Christmas Day you start floating
pretty soon.”

What’s the worst present you've
ever given?

“I’'m a terrible present-giver. I forget
and leave it until the last minute
and get into a dreadful flap. It gets
harder the more old and grumpy
you get, as well. But when you have
kids you can’t be grumpy. You have
to be Santa...”

Complete this sentence:

“The real meaning of
Christmas is....”

“Feasting and song. And getting
a big fat stomach ready for the
hideous winter. I believe in
Christmas — not the religious side
of it necessarily, I just kind of dig
it as an event.”

\

RlCHAll’:EIID ARCHER
Staines’ indie-ska laureate

Where will you be this Christmas?

“I think me and my brother are going to go
to a restaurant. I lost my mother in the
summer, so it’s our first Christmas
without her. We'’re just
going to go out and get
fucking wasted. Then
Hard-Fi are playing

a show on New Year’s
Eve. My New Year’s
Eves have been crap

for about the last five
years. I've given up
going to clubs because
they’re always really
expensive and they’re
always over-sold so you
can’t move. So I've long
ago thought, ‘Bollocks to
that.” This year we're doing a show in
Edinburgh, which will be cool. Plus the
beer will be free, and that’s always

a good thing.”

Pussycat Dolls:
Muttondressed |
askitten?

What’s the worst Christmas present
you’ve ever given?

“There’s plenty, but the worst I've ever
received was from my brother. Once he
gave me a fucking Christmas card with
a cheque in it for 30 quid. I was like,

“You didn’t have to do that.” And he

said, ‘Actually, that’s the money

I owe you.” One year he gave me

an Orange Aero. Git.”

~
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Complete this sentence: “The real
meaning of Christmas is....”
“Overeating? And turkey. Well, you have
to have it once a year, don’t you?”

Got any good hangover cures?

“I'd been told about this stuff that you

drink the night before and it restores some

balance in your body
and stops hangovers
completely. My next
door neighbour made
some last Christmas.
We both drank it and
puked up. I didn’t feel
like drinking much

. after that. So it sort

of did the trick.”

o What are you
hoping for under
the tree this year?
“Under the Christmas
tree I'd like... (Thinks for ages) Fucking
hell. What would I like for Christmas?”

A BMX?
“I never had a BMX. I had a racing bike
— I was fucking ostracised for it at school.”

Are you - like us — hoping you might
get to kiss The Pussycat Dolls under
the mistletoe this Christmas?

“We did CD:UK with them, and up close
I have to say they were a little bit...
they’re a bit older from what I could tell.
Somewhere along the line they’ve
pulled out a few tricks.”

0
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ooze —it’s the gift
that keeps on
giving, a crucial
Christmas
ingredient if
you’re not to go
completely
insane. It’s also something much
loved by The Magic Numbers. You
join us in the dressing room of the
Mercury Lounge, New York, where
siblings Michele and Romeo Stodart
(bass and guitar) and Sean and
Angela Gannon (drums and vocals)
are having a few pre-show liveners
before bewitching yet another
audience with their dreamy, creamy,
harmony-garlanded pop. Since last
night’s epic drinking session ended
at nine o’clock this morning, hair of
the dog is more than in order
(“Coming out of that bar and it was
daylight — I thought I was going to
cry,” wails Angela).

They’ve got plenty to celebrate.
The end of the year which has seen
them wow the festivals, sell albums
by the cartload (400,000 in the UK)
and get acclaimed by megastars like
Brian Wilson and Noel Gallagher,
not to mention showing Top Of The
Pops and Richard Bacon where to
stick it. New York, too, is the place
where Romeo and Michele spent
their formative years, between
childhood in Trinidad and
adulthood in London.

Before all that, however, as New
York outside gears itself up for its
annual seasonal frenzy, it’s time to
talk Christmas. “It’s always a big
deal in our family,” twinkles
Michele. “Our uncle always bought
the biggest tree. One year he had to
drill a hole in the ceiling to get it in.”

“We didn’t have to put an angel on
the top because no-one could see it,”
elaborates Romeo, whose beardness
and good vibes make him the
nearest we’ll get to an indie Santa.

The Gannons’ Christmas seems
somewhat more hedonistic. “On
Christmas Day,” announces Sean,
the Numbers’ most raffish
character, “what I normally do is get
up with a hangover because I've
been out with friends the night
before. Then I go to the pub until
about three o’clock...’

“,..get in the pub as soon as it
opens,” comments Angela.

A former barman, Sean once got
sacked on Christmas Eve. “I was
working in a restaurant and by nine
o’clock I couldn’t stand up. So they
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told me to go home and never come
back. So I got even more drunk so
I wouldn’t have to worry about it.”
Then there’s presents. The best gift
Sean ever got was, “a green stretch
monster. It was jelly stuff you could
stretch from there to there. But
I left him on the fuckin’ radiator one
day. I got a pool table once too. My
parents tried to hide it from me by
covering it up and putting it in the
spare room. I went in one day and
had a little peep and that’s how
I found there wasn’t a Santa Claus.
I went, ‘Dammit! No Santa Claus.
I'm going to tell my little brother.”
“I had a doll called Suzie Snapshot
which was pretty cool,” muses
Angela. “You'd point a camera as
she moves and poses. But I found
that in the cupboard under the
stairs. That’s how I found out. I do
think it’s a terrible lie, though,
Santa Claus,” she laughs. “It breaks

kids’ hearts when they find out.”

“I got a four-track when I was
about 15,” says Romeo, the band’s
songwriter. “It was on a list. We’d
make lists of things we'd like...”

“...and leave them in obvious
places,” laughs Angela.

“My favourite Christmas present
was a very belated one — an acoustic
guitar,” adds Michele. “They always
told me I'd get it for Christmas but
I didn’t, then I'd wait another
Christmas and I still didn’t... I was
17 when I got it and maybe 10 when
I asked for it. I'm very patient, that’s
the best thing about me.”

For Christmas this year, Romeo
wants a new iPod, Michele wants
recording equipment the band can
use on the tour bus and Sean wants
a parachute jump — “We fly a lot so
just in case anything happens on the
plane, I can be like, ‘It’s OK, man,

I can fly’.” Angela’s undecided.
“Hair straighteners?” asks Romeo.
“No, I’ve got about 10 of them,”

says Angela.

“How about a dog?” asks Sean.

—Aﬁt—’:

a nber astheydrm
dmamsof Santa and Wwatch their uncle

“No,” says Angela firmly. “Our dog
died last week. You can’t replace her
that quickly. I'm going to get a
tattoo of her name, Katie — please
put that in so people don’t think I'm
a lesbian.” Everyone falls about.

Like anyone else with taste in
music, The Magic Numbers aren’t
particularly bothered by what’s
going to be Christmas Number One.
They’ve got their minds on higher

sean (top left) couldn's
| findacleanglass for his
beer, so the hox had to dq ®

things, such as writing a song for
the Trinidad football team, who
qualified for next year’s World Cup.

“In 1990,” says Romeo, “they were
one game away from getting into the
World Cup. Then to celebrate, the
whole team and manager went out
drinking, and then the next day
when they were due to play the final
game they were all too wasted.”

“A bit like us today,” smiles Angela.

This talk of drunken tomfoolery
can’t go by without a mention of
Sean and Angela’s uncle. “He was
over from Australia and he hadn’t
been to England for years,”
remembers Sean. “It started
snowing and I just remember him
getting really drunk and going into
the garden at night and just flinging
himself in the snow.”

“He had bare feet,” adds Angela.

“He had no top on either!” says
Sean. “He was rolling around in it
like a dog.”

So, er, do people normally get
naked at your house at Christmas?

&‘»ﬁ‘mﬂéi

[unth ShaneM:
rolling nakeantﬁe snow

“He was so excited seeing the snow
he took his top off,” says Sean.
“You'd understand if you met him.”

If they could spend Christmas with
anyone in the world (friends and
family excepted), Angela would like
a “dark Christmas” with Nick Cave,
Romeo would hang out with Santa
at the North Pole and Michele would
spend it with Brian Wilson. “We’'d
just jam and make a silly Christmas
elassic and release it,” she chuckles.

Bean, however, would spend
Christmas trawling the bars of the
Big Apple with Shane McGowan,
who co-wrote The Magic Numbers’
all-time favourite Christmas song,
The Pogues’ ‘Fairytale Of New
York’ (which the band have been
known to perform at karaoke
nrights). “I've had a couple of drinks
with him before,” reveals Sean.

“I met him last year at Glastonbury.
He gave our mate Steve £20 and
said, ‘Get as many vodka and tonics
with that as you can’. It would be a
great Christmas — although I might
not make it to the New Year.”

There’s only one question left to be
asked — what would The Magic
Numbers get Richard Bacon for
Christmas? “I was waiting for that,”
groans Romeo. “I think we’ve got
enough presents to buy already but
if anything comes to mind I'll let

u know.”

“He doesn’t need to enter our life
any more to even think about
buying him anything,” adds Angela
serenely. And with that, bonhomie
is restored and The Magic Numbers
set about preparing for their gig,
where they’ll spread peace and
goodwill to (nearly) all men in the
inexorable march to Christmas. m

The history of Xmas in
rock, maybe

Who's this at the end
of 2004? Why it’s

Band Aid 20. After
Christmas Number
ones in 1984 and 1989,

this third time finds the f i
charity megastars -
ringing the few last drops of soul
from ‘Do They Know It’s
Christmas?’ Surely by now they
do: those poor sods are starving,
not deaf.




The Magic Numbers (I-r) Michele,
Sean, Angela and Romeo: all tied
up for the Chrimbo period now
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CHARLOTTE CHURCH
Liam’s favourite

Likes: Dirty Dancing
Hates: Rudeness

IAN BROWN

Likes: Groove

e —
‘SPEED OF SOUND’
COLDPLAY

Donny: “I'd rather strangle myself
with fucking tinsel than listen to this.
They bore the tits off me.”

Ian: “It sounds so like Echo And The

Bunnymen, it amazes me how they’ve
got away with it.”

Alan: “Chris Martin’s “-':Md-a,-'
Iyrics never make any Liam” (Thag’s
sense, but sound a bit good health
deep and spiritual so ~Welsh Ed)

you get hooked in.”

Charlotte: “Iliked
‘Fix You’, but this is
just bland.”

Ian: “I can’t stand
the way the guy sells
millions of albums,
plays stadiums,
marries a Hollywood
star and complains
about the paparazzi.
That’s comes with the territory.”
Donny: “I bet really he’s a groupie-
shagging, cocaine-snorting whore.”
Ian: “It’s a horrible name, Coldplay.
It doesn’t conjure up any positive
thoughts. He looks like he’s on the
verge of a panic attack.”

Donny: “I'd like to give Codplay (sic)
a big thumbs down with one of those
big hands from football matches.”
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King of the monkeys

Hates: The '80s

Forget Simon Cowell, NME has gathered the
most opinionated experts to let rip on the year’s
most significant tracks. This could get messy...

QECOET

ALAN DONOHOE
Sings in The Rakes
Likes: Vernon Kay
Hath: Oasis

‘LYLA’OASIS

Charlotte: “I love this song. Liam’s

slightly whiney, but he’s got a hard,

gruff voice and he doesn’t sing all

quiet and stupid.”

Ian: “I think ‘Don’t Believe The

Truth’ is their best for years. It’s

really ’60s, bits of The
Kinks, bits of
The Beatles,
bits of the
Stones. It

sounds really

well played.”

' Dirk: “It’s good

to see them

| growing older.

It’s the attitude.

The walk and the

talk. They’re

geezers and

they’re fucking

funny as fuck.”

Charlotte: “I'll

never say anything bad about Oasis

for the rest of my life.”

Alan: “I find it bland and boring

and unnecessary and rubbish.

I have liked the odd Oasis song

through the years. But as a

rule - NO.”

Ian: “I love the pair of them. They

can do what they want for me.”

DONNY AND DIRK TOURETTE

Scuzz brothers from Towers Of London
Like: Nothing

Hate: Everything

———
‘AXELEF”
CRAZY
FROG
Charlotte:
“Awful. Hate it.
My cousin bought
it and I was very
angry with him.”
Donny: “A few of
my mates have got
the ringtone and
that’s unforgivable.
It’s a fucking frog.
Perhaps the ‘Reservoir
Frog’ remix will be better?
(Puts it on). Nope. It’s shit.”
Ian: “It sounds like when
the Italians used to do
house in ’88. To come up
with something so stupid
and make money, I've got

to give him credit. But it’s
worse than ‘“The Birdie Song’”

“rd rather strahgle myself
with tinsel than listen
to this”

Towers combine

‘YMCA’ witha
Christmas panto
horse. Badidea
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“‘YOURE
BEAUTIFUL’
JAMES BLUNT

Alan: “After the Club NME Tour in
Nottingham I checked into the
wrong hotel and had stripped down
to my pants when the phone rang.
My tour manager went, ‘Get out of
that hotel room. It’s James Blunt’s.”
Dirk: “My bird’s mum loves this so
I better not say anything bad.”

Ian: “Why does he sing with that
yelp and yodel? He must have got his
bottom tickled all day in the
Marines for singing like that.”
Charlotte: “I've said quite a lot

of bad things about James Blunt
and then I met him and felt really
bad. He’s a good singer-songwriter,
but I can’t stick this.”

"™ Alan Rake does
want to, apparently

‘DOYOU WANT TO’
FRANZFERDINAND
Donny: “It’s Franz Ferdinand at
their most formulaic.”

Charlotte: “At least he’s singing
properly, it’s not that whiney ‘T’'ve-
just-come-off-heroin’ sound, like
Chris Martin. I hate that.”

Ian: “I like the way they’ve
brought art back into music.”
Alan: “It’s filthy. I really like it.
Good work, Mr Franz.”

Ian: “I can understand why
Kanye West is into them. They’ve
got a groove. I don’t like music
that’s awkward or angular.”

‘BL

UE
ORCHID’
THE

WHITE
STRIPES
Dirk: “It sounds
like a woman.”
Charlotte: “I wouldn’t
sing this to myself when
I'm getting ready for a
night out. I prefer a bit of
Dirty Dancing.”

Ian: “I like his falsetto.
It’s brave to sing like that.
Fortune favours the brave.”
Alan: “It doesn’t hold my
attention. Every time

T hear it I just start
thinking about my
dinner.”

4

LULA CAMUS/ANDY FALLON/PHIL WALLIS/DEAN CHALKLEY ADDITIONAL WORDS: ALAN “SCOTCH” WOODHOUSE

‘FUCKIFOREVER’
BABYSHAMBLES
Charlotte: “I can’t bear Pete
Doherty. He can’t even sing in tune.
He gets right on my tits.”

Alan: “It’s a bit shambolic. But
perhaps that’s the whole point.”
Ian: “It’s rebel music. It’s got edge,
spirit and attitude. To call your
single ‘Fuck Forever’ is brilliant.”
Donny: “Radio 1 sent it back to them.”
Ian: “They didn’t ban it? They sent
it back? That’s what’s it’s all about!”
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‘IPREDICTARIOT"
KAISER CHIEFE'S

Alan: “I read an article recently
about the philosophy of music

(/2 — Ed) that said pop music isn’t a
genre, it’s just anything that sells.
But this is a very good pop song.”
Ian: “They’ve got that gang
mentality. I love the way the
drummer writes all the songs.”
Donny: “Ricky seems to pull a sort
of magic elf pose in every picture.”
Ian: “He’s too short to wear boxing
boots, too.”

Charlotte: “It doesn’t sound like a
riot is imminent to me.”

Ian: “This song is like early Pink
Floyd psychedelia then it jumps into
"77 punk. They believe in themselves.”

‘ALLTHESE
THINGS

. KILLERS

. Charlotte: “I like the

‘T've got soul but I'm not

a soldier’ Iyric”

Alan: “I'd write, ‘T've
got beer, but I'm not a
builder’. At least that
makes sense.”
Donny: “I bought
the album for my
dad last year and

had a listen.”

Charlotte: “My

cousin loves

them and asked
me to go and get
the lead singer’s
autograph when
they supported
U2 in Cardiff.
And he was rude.
Maybe he’s just shy. But how
~ can a shy boy wear eyeliner?”
Ian: “He looks good. They’re
J nice fellas. I've met them.
They’ve all got really beautiful
girlfriends so they must have
something going on. Crap name,
but good luck to them.”

¥,

SOMEWIIEREELSE’
RAZORLIGHT

Donny: “‘Somewhere Else’ is where
I’d like to be when this is playing.”

Ian: “I like the way he’s such a big ¢

head. He calls himself the new Bob
Dylan. That’s great. Blow your own
trumpet. No-one else is going to do
it. I don’t think he is the new Bob
Dylan though.”

Dirk: “It’s music for girls.”

Alan: “Me and my sister used to
impersonate Michael Knight from
Knight Rider when he used to talk
into his watch to talk to KITT. He
sings like that.”

‘] can’t hear
Pete Doherty.
He can’t even
sing in tune.

He gets righton
my tits”’

‘ANIIONEST
MISTAKE’ THE
BRAVERY

Ian: “It’s all about making yourself
look good for girls, which is boring.”
Alan: “I met the guy who wears
eyeliner in Camden once. He didn’t
have the eyeliner on but my
girlfriend offered to lend him some.”
Donny: “He’s got a good quiff.

I wonder how it stays up like that?”
Charlotte: “This sounds like an
’80s disco song. It’s OK. ”

Ian: “Thate all that ’80s crap. It just
reminds me why we started the Roses.”

4

‘TRAPPEDIN TIHE )
CLOSETREKELLY

Charlotte: “He might as well be
having a conversation the way

he sang it.”

Alan: “I like that it’s a tale
about him cheating on his
wife, but I hope it’s not a
true story, because she’s
probably going to kill him if
she hears it. Should have
thought about that one, R.”
Dirk: “Has he actually
come out of the closet?
He’s better off staying at
home in the closet away
from kids if you ask me.”

‘DARE'GORILLAZ
Ian: “They were going to call it
‘It’s There’ but Shaun couldn’t say
‘there’ so they called it ‘DARE’.

I know the guy who was the
recording engineer on it and he was,
like, ‘One, two, three, four...” and it
took Shaun five hours to come in.”
Charlotte: “I like this because you
can’t place it in a genre. It could be
urban, it could be housey. I like the
whole idea of Gorillaz. What a way
to get out of doing promotion!”
Ian: “I never appreciated what a
good music-maker Damon Albarn
is. My kids and their mother love
it. It’s a great achievement to
hit every generation.”

TRACKS 0
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Razorlight’s

scratch’n’sniff sleeve

displeased Donohoe
___,——"-“" y

Ian: “My ma’s a big fan of Tony
Christie. She’s seen him about 20
times. So If I want a Christmas
dinner this year I'd better not slag
her record.”

Charlotte: “You just can’t help but
sing along, no matter how cheesy.”
Donny: “Rev, our guitarist, is from
Morecambe and he does a great
impression of Peter Kay. So thumbs
up for the fat man.”

Alan: “I originally thought it was
by Vernon Kay. He’s alright, Big
Vern. That’s one of the original
reasons I liked it.”

Ian: “I met Tony Christie this year.
A fella came up and went, ‘Can

I have my picture with you? I'm a
big fan,” and said, ‘Actually my dad’s
Tony Christie.” So I went to meet

him. He was made up.” m

1an thinks the
Gorillazare
top banana




EVERY DAY AT
7PM ON MTV2
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ArcadeFire » Lo
Wake up Iakeup22 (10p) to 22222 £3.00)
A thousand cockerels have been enlisted by
fitness fanatics Arcade Fire, just to make sure
they all get up in time for their morning run.

{Forward, Russia!
Twelve

The Strokes

Juicebox

Julian Casablancas says he “can’t believe” that
he hadn’t noticed Ribena’s Toothkind brand until
recently.

Queens Of The Stone Age
Burn The Witch
When someone asked Josh Homme if he would
like a ginger snap on their recent UK tour, he had
to be physically restrained. “I thought it was a
wind-up”, he later admitted.

a tunnel from the UK’s west coast to Brazil after
hearing this song. The trip will take 318 hours.

Hard-Fi frontman Richard Archer has been
offered a guest slot on The Archers - ironically
his mooted character is known for drinking
Archers.

Editors

Munich

The band say they’re “ecstatic” that Munich will
be one of the venues of the 2006 World Cup.

Sigur Ros have issued a statement saying they
will “kill or maim” the next music journalist who
calls them “geysers”.

Louis XIV 7
Jealousy X

Mystery Jets
Alas Agnes
After Dennis and Agnes, the next name the

band plan to use in a song title is “probably
Raymond”.

g Guillemots
Trains To Brazil , _ The Futureheads
The UK government say they are going to build Area

Director: Barnaby Roper

| got the visual idea from two places.
Thefirstis a Neil Young album

rd o l'-::ohlleu-numu
a Hard-F1 | o oy s 250 called ‘American Stars’n’Bars’. The cover
Cash Machine has a shot that is underneath a bar looking

up while he is face down on it and there’s a
girl standing on it. It's a weird angle. The
second is one of those wind-up toys you
had when you were a kid. It’s like a
revolving storyboard that you have to
constantly wind to keep the story going
round but it can stop at any point that isn’t
necessarily the start.

We used motion-control cameras for the
shoot, which made things difficult. It's
essentially a camera that is used for post-

F e = heavy shoots when you are going to add a
8 Sigur Ros load of layers. It allows you to capture the
|'|0|)|)I|l0||a same shot over and over again. It was

more like physics than film-making, trying
to work out distances and angles.

The good thing is that it doesn’t matter
where you come in or out because of the
constant movement so you can blow
things up and it looks like different shots.

The band were great too. They were
very, very professional, no freak-outs.
They went off to make their second
album the next day. ”

The Futureheads
3 | Area CHART EVERY DAY
The Futureheads now have a tribute band called
Pastfeet. 7PN EVERY DAY
What's up, what’s down
wa 7PN NIONDAYS
- ;I;eé::,':'byg Hot New Ones - all the week’s
Charlotte has a medical condition which means new videos in one go
. she cannot say ‘Hello’ or ‘Goodbye’. “I get round
Test Icicles it by saying, ‘Howdy’ and ‘Ta-ra’,” she reveals. 7PN SUNDAYS
What’s Your Damage The NME Chart Show
TERIIS AND CONDITIONS General terms: T-Mobile customers only. Services subject to coverage Compatible handset required
Check compatibility atfwww.t-zones.co.uk.]Browsing charges may apply. See T-Mobile.co.uk for full terms and conditions.

Press the red button
on your television remote

Text CHART to 63333
(UK) or 53133 (Ireland).

T'exts cost 50p/60c¢ + your
standard text charge.

You must have a WAP capahble phone to use this service. Check with your
network provider for availability. Ask billpayers permission before texting.

VOTE »

NOW'!
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. Go to mtv2europe.com/nmechart
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For four nights in a row, in one of the capital’s biggest
venues, it’s clear that lots and lots of you do want to

ranz Ferdinand playing
four nights at Ally Pally
is the end-of-year party
to end all end-of-year
parties. In the year that
British music ate the
world, chewed it for
a bit, spat it out, danced
on it until it felt a bit woozy and had to sit
down like it had too many shandies at
a family wedding, Franz Ferdinand are the
natural hosts for what feels like Hogmanay
come early. This is the year Franz made
their second album, and leapt from art-rock
stylistas to mainstream straddlers without
losing an ounce of their cool or mystique
in the process.

To celebrate four nights of the bombastic,
they’ve brought a spinning wheel of
ecstatically eclectic support bands, but
it makes sense considering this is the band
who list Kanye, Kylie and Joseph K among
their influences. On the first two nights
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The Rakes play, taking Franz’s angular
template, and adding a touch of Epworth
angst and hey-young-London dread, they
are anchored by singer Alan Donohoe’s
schizo dance moves and shout outs to
kebab shops in Turnham Green. Editors’
muscular thrash-pop has turned librarian-
on-holiday singer Tom Smith into a guns
blazing frontman of Clark Kent/Superman
proportions.

On Friday the The Long Blondes are
monumental. As Kate Jackson sings
about stupid girls and immature boys on
the likes of ‘Autonomy Boy’ and ‘Giddy
Stratospheres’, she commands your
attention like a proper star pricking
youthful pretence in the eye. Sadly,
Roots Manuva goes down less well.

In the age of Fiddy, his daisy age eight-piece
collective mish-mash of DJs and new age
talk of the “boat that brought us to life”
smacks of the dated touchy-feely vibe

of Stereo MCs circa 1990.

As Franz come onstage to the gyrating
wail of ‘This Boy’ it’s clear they are intent
on working the sheer audacious bigness of
Ally Pally. It’s The ‘Franz! New Stadium Size
show, with the slick stage-dressing making

’

it feel like a '70s Saturday night game show.

As the curtain falls down to reveal a huge
red flashing question mark during ‘Do You
Want To’ - our favourite use of grammar
in indie since jForward, Russia! - you half
expect Bruce Forsyth to leap out of the

It’s clear Franz are
intent on working
the sheer blﬁness

of Ally Pally

“Is that... no, it can’t be!
ITIS!! RIGHT SAID FRED!!”

awning and turn round a giant spangly
four of diamonds card. This is amplified by

judicious use of the spotlight, huge banners

sporting black and white photographs

of the band, and Alex Kapranos’ cheesy
Vegas-style band introductions during
‘40ft’ and ‘Michael’. Long gone is the
singer’s skinny-tie ice cool - he’s now the
Alpha leader, often dressed in Dior, and his
Jarvis Cocker-isms and vocal tics suggest
nothing less than a bona fide star. But the
band are still the gang you want to be part
of - as Alex, Nick, Bob (and “fifth Franz”
Andy Knowles) do a tribal huddle around
Paul’s drumkit during ‘Darts Of Pleasure’
it seems 6,000 people want to leap up
onstage and join them.

Songs from new album ‘You Could Have
It So Much Better’ take pride of place in
the band’s set and outshine their former
glories; ‘This Boy’ out-pops ‘Jacqueline’,
‘The Fallen’ gallops over ‘Darts Of Pleasure
while ‘Walk Away’ and ‘Eleanor Put Your

’

ANDY WILLSHER/PIETER M VAN HATTEM




’ “Er, any chance we
Kate Long Blonde: coulddo tI!e interview
the belle of the ball afterthegig, NME?”

Tom Smith, Editors: we’d bhe
gloomy if we had to play
four nights at Ally pally, too

Alan Rake; «j yz,

% nn
epileptic danciy, aseesome

g out therey”

Boots On’ are milked for all their subtle crowd sing the “DO0O/D0O0/DOQs in their
charms. When ‘Do You Want To’ rings matching Dennis The Menace shirts. It’s an
through the auditorium, propelled by Nick unforgettable moment of 2005, and

and Alex’s double-fretted guitar posing avision of a band at the very peak of their
and Bob’s amp mounting, the whole powers. Priya Elan

“WELL HERE WEARE AT THE
FRANZ FERDINAND PARTY...”

we are treated to sets from Franz faves
The 1990s and Pro Forma. The Kills,
Mr Kapranos’ squeeze Eleanor
Friedberger and, bizarrely, QPR’s
captain Kevin Gallen are among those
joining in the fun. NME manages a
quick chat with Alex, but as soon as

So amid a sea of floral dresses, stripey  he stands still in one place he’s

T-shirts and, in the case of one NME surrounded by well wishers. Well, we

staffer, a Fred Perry shirt and braces, love the sound of him walking away...

Eleanor Friedberger:  — —
., bootsnot pictured
-

“They were really good. Amazing!
our favourite songs were
‘Michael’, ‘Take Me Out’ and

‘Do You Want To’. We think Alex
is a legend.” Thomas, James
and Andreas, 12, London

KAPRANOS

How does it feel to be playing Ally Pally
four nights in arow?

Alex: “It’s pretty intense. It’s amazing.
You never know what it’s going to be like
in a venue of this size.”

How do you think the newer material
is going down?

“A lot of the newer songs are going down
better than the older songs. It’s weird,
some of the songs, like ‘Walk Away’ and
‘Eleanor Put Your Boots On’ that I didn’t
expect to go down well live are going
down amazingly.”

Is there a concept behind the stage
show?

“(Laughs) It’s partly to make a spectacle
and partly to put on a show. We wanted to
make this bigger and grander without
being too fussy. We’ve always gone for
simple colour schemes and dramatic
effects and it’s a continuation of that. As
for the TV screens, we’ve gone away from
that glitzy festival vibe and gone for
something that resembles something out
of a science fiction film.”

How did you choose the support hands
(The Long Blondes, The Rakes, Editors,
Roots Manuva, The Cribs and Unpoc)?
“We made a list of the bands who we
wanted to see ourselves and then from
that list we phoned up people to see if
they wanted to do it and were available.
The Rakes and Editors are both wonderful
bands and great guys to hang about
with. Last night was the first time I've
seen The Long Blondes and they were
amazing. Roots Manuva went down so
well with the audience, yet he’s from the
British hip-hop scene, which is a different
scene than the one we're from. It’s a
good time for British music and it feels
good to embrace it.”

How do you feel about everyone
co-opting your stripes-on-top style?
“There’s a sense of unity in the audience,
which is the way we feel as a band, like a
bit of a gang. It’s good to feel like the
audience tunes into that.”
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Antony giggles as
Boy George licks his
trainers clean

| “Shut Youyr Eyes An
Vou’l! Burst Into Fla:'nes
) - fucking intense punk
dance-rock.” Whiskas,
iForward, Russiay ’

-
The Artist politely
requests silence
and no smoking
during tonights
performance.

-

B
| | e i
“Iloved Youth Grouy,
( P at tf
L ‘ Sheffield Leadmij] - not onl;/e

ﬁngrJ T)ast lyrics, but wonderfy|

ongs.” Jubhby,
Antony And The Johnsons Theaison by
»Shepherd’s. Bush Empire, London "
»Monday, December 5

...............................

The freaks are out to celebrate the NYC underdog’s amazing year

ast your mind back to backed by the deft touches of his loyal foot the heartstrings of his assembled, respond
that glorious night in soldiers, the Johnsons, the sense of hushed with unconditional admiration, book-
September; a night when reverence that hangs in the air creates a fog ending his interpretations of obscure
corporate music men (and that intoxicates every soul in the room. And NYC street poet/wino Moondog’s ‘All Is
it's always men), identikit as he introduces his former mentor Boy Loneliness’ and Canadian bard Leonard
indie losers, and their filthy, industry- George to accompany him on his achingly Cohen’s ‘Guests’ with absolute rapture.
soiled champions took a battering by a beautiful torch song ‘You Are My Sister’, Meanwhile, his hushed reading of the Velvet
lolloping, impeccably turned out young it's actually the ex-Culture Club singer Underground’s precious and pretty ‘Candy
man called Antony Hegarty. A man with who plays the subordinate role - himself Says’ throbs with longing, and heartbreak Two brilliant shows | just
the physique of a rugby prop, and a voice seemingly in thrall to the gentle (green) -and ultimately - hope. It seals our love ;Ve”'t!to Were Deerhoof 3¢
that marked the mid-point where jazz giant sat there beside him. with tempered, touching grace. e Radar Brot
goddess Nina Simone’s quavering falsetto Tonight, for the multiple same-sex unisons  favourite two ball:g:r} %ye
stopped and the sound of a dying swan’s ° S & o that fill the room (proof more than anything World.” Anita, Viva Voce
last gasp began. Remember the longing VOu’d Imagl ne In hls that Antony’s magic is reaching those rarely T——-
sm(i1le youhshared whith r?V(ekrydfrtralak, hweirdo rﬁachﬁd (r)]ut t?])‘ therE)igBItheksmadll, }Iheh short,
and misshape as they hoiked their hopes the tall, the white, the black, and all the
ar?d aspirations on the ample;hour:ders ﬁf darkESt hou rs that beautier]JI variations inb%tvvtleﬁn Anto?]y
this curious creation. Remember the night is our champion. On nights like fonight,
individuality won. Ant.ony dreamt .Of we're still winning. James Jam
Felt good didn’t it? And tonight, on the
first appearance of a two-night stand in flndlng a Place Ilke
London’s plush Shepherd’s Bush Empire,
the Mercury Prize winner is still cradling tonlght
the burden of selfdom with flexed muscles
and a bumbled smirk. That he arrives
onstage in what appears to be a fluffy, You'd imagine (with weary resignation)
green, oversized baby’s romper suit only that a being like Antony has had a rough g
underlines his desire to be the being he time in life. You’d imagine in his darkest ) '
is. To be himself and himself only. Is he a hours - like anyone who doesn’t quite fit the ! “It was magical. | haven't

man? Is he a girl? Nah, he’s a human being, | homogenised mould our society expects | felt that moved at a gig “The Childballads, It's quite

<

£ and tonight, one that commands reverence | -that he dreamt of finding a place like ; in a long, long time.” .fO'kV/COU”UV..if there’s any

= with eachstab at the ivory keys that lay at tonight, in the looming surrounds of the Charlotte, 23 Justice, th_ev will be huge!”

g the foot of his chubby digits. As he cues up Empire, where he might find space to run _ Sam Endicott, The Bravery

2 askeletal take on ‘For Today | Am A Boy’, around, play, and be free. His playthings, L SR
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february 2008
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friday 03 brig‘hton dome 1473 70% 708
sunday os dublin ambassador SOLD OUT
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www.concertseurope.com - email Infocbconcertseuroe com

+— The Stereophonics

LIVE IN LILLE SUNDAY 29™ JAN & TOULOUSE SAT 4" FEB 08

Packages for either cancert from £83pp far | nights botel & tkt
Loagh Tvl packges fram £128pp_Eurastar packapes from £153pg- call lur deisils

—also avall - coch travel packages inc 2 ngts hotel from £169pp / Eurostar
packages from £159pp

THE FOO FIGHTERS - raris 28th Jan

Packages [rom £89pg lor T nights hotel & tk1 Coaeh Tyl packages fram £169pp
Eurastar p ir -

the strokes busunzom
THE KRISER CHIEES.............

Small club venue in Paris and small aren2 venue in Amsterdam
LIVE IN PARIS 28" FEB & AMSTERDAM 137 MARCH 06

Packages for either concert from E89pp for | nights hotel & tkt
Cewch T+l 7 2 Nightss hinter & Licket puckges Ir £168pp Curoster geckeges from E158pp coll for detacls

ROCK AM RING FESTIVAL 06

Confirmed 10 date - DEPECHE MODE / PLACEBO / FRANZ
FERDINAND / KORN / THE DEFTONES ! KAISER CHIEFS

NURBERGRING GERMANY 2-4 JUNE 06.
INCLUSIVE COACHICAMPING/TKT PACKAGES fram £209pp
or HOTEL PACKAGES from £299pp

FROG.

A NEW YEARS EVE PARTY

CLOR

AND VERY SPECIAL GUESTS

rel -~in

At ihe MEAN FIDDLER (%65 Charing Croas Road. Y¥1)
On Saiurdgay 11st December 2005

Tehaly aro £30 |

e p———

bie from our wobtm e

www.thisisfrog.com|

9pm - Sam

IANUARY 2006

17TH SOUTHAMPTON JOINERS 02392 Y32 732
HETH CARDIFF BARFLY 03920 294589

19N IONDON SUFFALO BAR 0307 s0¥ 743}
27TH MANCRESTER NIGNT & DAY 0141 224 1a22
1811 GLASGOW BARFLY 0141 20& 5700
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THE WORLD-FAMOUS
ALL TOMORROW'S PARTIES
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* AND ANOTHER THING

e works the crowd
with o shovpress

hat op?roodnes cowmc gen s

\.\Vf_ﬂ, o‘ o)@ ¥ g

1‘5@“’(@% W

Cneck out s brawd new webs\te

W, 'l'\ne?ub\cmd\ord LOm

OCTOSER 2005
28 WIMBORNE Theoli Thoutre £E7EID 61202395588 24 KENDAL Lelsura Certre IST0ITIR 01830 720 702
29 WIMHCRNE Tmummre |50 01202885566 254 BRADFUAD St George's I 01274 432 00O

30 SN..FBI@ mwm 0070767579 20 GRIMSBY Auditerun  (ZMZIE 060 D6C 2331
STV Q2478375707 28 ALDERBHIOT Princusy Hag i k0 09252 329 155
vvmun — 29 SWINDON n?hun:u;."n S1783 524 4B\
01 LEAMSUSTOR @M Flowsd 57 (IS 4418 30 ST ALBANE DY7Z7 Ba4 288
02 HIGM WYCuulE "o Thas ! 01484 412000  DECEMBER 2035
03 PETERBOROUGH The Broady © 01733316100 01 VESBecmm g suL Tl umsmsé
04 CAMBRIDGE Cirn { 01223357851 (2 BAMINGS] m:g:rlml
) BIRMINGHAN Alexprary - 3 8970 607 7535 (B KINGS LYNNM Exchag mir " ;
08 WOKING Nww Yiciona Thesif) 1 a3 5600 04 LVERPOOL “eeul [ 95t 2y w- B7 1888
00 CROYDON Fawfiadt Math 1 i WH 05 NIRWITH e V14 H30 000
09 READING Tty N onins)e08s os Lmns ‘,:1. m 23
1D ABERY Ats Cartre [ ) myORZIZSR mtrmibrc- TV D 552 121
1 wm P dsiment13s ossmum Bassy Thw @, “1eW 768 333
12 OUBLIN .- © D OomEIN FIB 390 10 COVEWTAY § arench s 00 24 7B5) 4524
10 AWLEY ™ Sawth Thasey a1 €36 1t LEEDS Amat 1% sahica Pl $49 923 7700
0 Gow e Muwes - 1 Og7@ S8 12 SWANSEA | of Thowired 4TS TS
1 STu. T et & Off ¢ MRG0 13 CHELTENHAM T a2 s72574
18 GRITDON MW ity | Q*y 19291 14 CHELTENHAM LD 9242572573
18 wnlmu ,.m [T]E063 2801 1S CHELTEMMAM Euurymm_ ‘l:fu DY242 572 573
3 Hs AP ON ! 09706608899 10 NEWTOWN Theatr Hatren.sd-'3 D164G 625 007
22 PERTH Goncerd Rl ' . M7Be031 18 umsmlcomm Rl  ELCCID D1Y7 822 3682
23 BOLTON Alban Hal W 01204 334 20 BEDFORD Com ExchangeTGITH 05234 289518
MAY 2006

14 NOTTINGHAM Playhouse
15 SCOUTHEND Ciliffs Pavilion

0115 941 €419
01762 351 135

CAMBER SANDS PONTIN'S HOLIDAY (ENTRE 18 BROMLEY Churchill Theatre 0870 060 6620
NEW LYTXI RGAD, CAMBER RYE. £AST SUSSER. LI, 19 SOUTHAMPTON Gulldhall Q23 8063 2601

21 LONDON Lyr¢ Theatre 020 7494 5045
%%ﬁﬁﬂﬂs&vﬂ%ﬁmw AJQ 24 HIGH WYCOMBE Swan Theatre 01494 512 000
T e A e R s e SN a 33 N(éHaEc!’.OTENHAM Town Hall 01242 227 879

AND PROGRAMMING A FiLM AND TV CHANNEL !

07 READING Hexagon Theatre 0118 960 6O60

08 GRIMSHY Auditorium 0870 060 2331
TRIENS TO 6 BOBKED N BLOCKS OF 45.6.7 AND B BERTH CHALETS. 10 CARDIFF Waies Millenmum Centre QB700 40 2000
TIOKEY INCLUDES 3 MGHTS ACCOMMODATION AND A PASS TO THE PESTIVAL. 11 WIMBLEOON New Theatre 0870 060 6646
aum:m mwmgg WY AVEEATTIONETS 00M 14 CHOYDON Fairfigld Halls 020 6688 9281

WWW.SEETICNETS.COM O BY PHONING D15 312-5000. 15 CAMBRIDGE Corn Exchange 01223 357 BS1
OR BY CHEDUE PISTAL FROM HELENY 16 PETERBOROUGH Broadway Theatre 01733 316 100
SHARE A CHALET DPTION NOW MIWLASLE WHERE TICHETS CAN BE PUSICHASED I PALKS. 17 STOKE-ON-TRENT Victoria Hall 0870 060 6649

TADRETS PO WA M ARE SO LI IO SUTMINE YW, TRCMCTS DR WD TWU A T ALK P WS el
TICXIFE FOF EADH WESKIND MIETT Il ZUSCASTID EURAIRY AS TNICT ARE TWO IMOIFERML TVINTY

FESTIVAL ATTRACTIONS IHCLURE. FULLY LCEMEED BARS TIL BAM, Dk, CO-KARTING, SWIMMING.
MOVE CHANNELS PROGRAMMED 5Y CURATORT AND BEAUTIFUL SANDY BEALHES 5 FINS WALK FROM LAMF

TICKETS ARE SELLING FAST!
AP

More dates to he added. Chieck www.lhesublandiord.cam for updates

19 GLASGOW The King's Theatre
271 SALFORD QUAYS The Lowry
24 BASINGSTOKE The Anvll

25 DUBLIN Vicar Street

o141 2401111
08707 875 796
01256 844 244
0818 719 390

‘GIVING IT BOTH BARRELS’

New live DVD available now
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http://www.atpfestival.com
http://www.thepublandlord.com
http://www.thepublandlord.com
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is a festive ringtone and wallpaper for my mobile!

A
YN
-~ ',i_‘l.

1812 Berxt &) 20 Do They Know K'e Christmes
81535¢  Sing Crosby Whita Christmas

Palyphonic Ringtones P —

412043 Christras ha Al Atcund 16234 Bing Croady Liithe Drummer Boy

412408 BmCmb)* Whita Christmas §15218 Bobby Havme Jngls Bell Rock

412477 Chipminks Al | Want For Clyistrs 610849 Beergde Low Rocki' Around The Chastmaa Tree
412088 Chnstne Aguiiona Have Youresif A Mesry Little Chiristmas 010568 CI¥ Richard Mististos And Wine

A12485 Johe Leonon Happy Chnstmas S8 G Richard Saviour's Day

414125  Luther Viardroas Have Yoursaif A Merry Litia Christmas 410822 Crysinis | Saw Mommmy Kissng Sarts Claus
412109  Marioh Carey AN Want For Christmas £10624  Crystals Sante Claus 1s Coming To Town
£12426 Mol Seth & KIm VWiice  Rocking Araund The Chiizimaes Trag 510623 Grywmy Rudaiph The Red Nosad Reindeser
412112 N Kinp Cole Tha Chrstras Song 10632 Datders Love  White Chnaimas

412123 NBYNC | Don't Wanna Spand Ona Jom Chilztras G103 Cariene Love Chrisimas (Baby Flease Coms Homa)
412487 Pyl McCarinmy Wondarful Chnstmas Time 810672 EMon John Step Inmo Christmas

412454  Shaket Stavens Meiry Chnatmas Everyons 610678 Bivts Prostey Bhs Chrishmam

412434 Sisde Mey Chistrmas Evarybody 16227 Frank Sinatre Let it Snow

412134 Stowe Wondet What Christmas Means To Me 810734 Gaty Gittar Another Roll n Roll Chnsimas
412135 SWV This Ciwistmas 810765 Grog Lake | Believe In Father Chratmas
411689  The Darness Christax Time (Don't Lat The Bells End) 615168 <Jobn Lanpon Heppy Chiistmas War la Over
AT The Remcores Merry Xmaa 815163 Johiwy Maih  Have Yoursal A Merry Christmas
414123 The Wednesses Christmas Wrapping 810827 Jotmery Maitie Whan AChid i3 Bam

412493  Yradibona) Rudalf The Rad Nosed Raindoar $15040 Matioh Catwy A I Wanl For Christmas

412492 Traddional VWish You & Meiry Xmas £10628 Nt Wing Cole Tha Chestmas Song

412490 Trudi$onsd Jingle Bejls 915354 Paut MoCmtney  Wanderfid Christmas Time
415642  Tradwonsl Have Yoxozel] A Mery |Lie Chiatmas S10978 Quaan Thank God e Chrisimas

AT1008  Trechificorms! 12 Days Of Chriaimas 910118 B8Chib 7 Perfect Christmas

414142  Tradmonal Ding Dong Mamily On High T19042 Shaion”’ Sewene  Mamy Chrstrmax Everyons
414141  Tradiiors| Good King Wencesias 611057 Btade Metry Chrsimas Everybody
414140  Tradivons! Hark Tha Harald Angals Sing 511068 Spoe Girls Christmas Wrapping

414130  Trachborm) O Come All Ye Fatthiul 416084 The Dackness  Chnsimas Time

414165  Traditiona) The Helly And The lvy S1813 Tha Pogues Fairytule Of New York

#14%70  Trachtonal WWe Thiee Kings 815295  ThoRorelies  Samta Claus ls Caming To Town
435171 Tradtionsl Whils Shephards Watchsd 618147 The Ronsties Frosty The Snowman

414172  Traclbonal © Little Town Of Bathlehem 611018 The Ronoltos

£12497 Yredivonsl Froaty Tha Spowman 811017 The Rongites Sheigh Ride

411508  Treditioma! Creensiasved 616351 Tradibonel

412480 Tisohonsl Awny In A Manger [ALes Traitional

412498 TradWorml Deck the Haills G158 Wham!

412496 Wham' Lasi Christmas 811238 Wizzard

412495 Wiza 1 Wish it Could Be Christmes

For ringtones and wallpapers text
NMEPOLY plus your order code to B6611.
For Truetones text NMETRUE plus your
order code to 86611.

69.;378 692117 692124 0634

Ringtones, Truetones and Wall gawreﬁ cost £3 billed [n increments of 2 £1.50 per MSG's, plus standard network charges. For paly tones please ensure that %ou have WAP
setup You will incur standard SMS, WAP or GPRS charges where applicable Please allow up 10 24 hours for delivery in extreme cases due o network {ra For phone
compatibrity please call 0873 471 1167. For customer service please call 0871 471 1168
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1 WANT TO

It’s alittie known fact that
Nine Black Alps is akind of
effects peddie. its soundis

described as “righteous”
~ I

exploded.
THESOUND
A million miles from the rest of the
Manc scene, Nine Black Alps were
reared on American grunge and
hardcore... and singer/guitarist Sam
Forrest will admit to a history of
Aerosmith and Ugly Kid Joe covers.

“1 like to physically tweak pedals as
I’'m playing - it’s a lot more fun,” says
guitarist David Jones, explaining why
an all-in-one multi-effects rack just
won’t do. He runs his Tele through

a Crowther Hot Cake, EH Holy Grail,
Roland Space Echo 201 and an
artillery of other gear, then out to

his Orange AD30. “If you’ve got a
digital thing you have to go through
menu/sub menu/menu, and then
the moment’s passed.” By contrast,
Sam plays his rickety Gretsch Duo Jet
and Guild Polara (with built-in stand)
through a Marshall Plexi Head and
2x12 cab, with just an Ibanez Tube
Screamer for feedback.

RETNA

Gretsch Duo Je Crowther Hot Cake

IN THE STUDIO
The follow-up to ‘Everything Is’
will be recorded in the spring with
producer Rob Schnapf again, chosen
for his work with Beck and Elliott
Smith. Schnapf introduced David to
the delights of the Robert Keeley-
modified Boss Super Overdrive.
“They’re great,” he enthuses.

“It keeps the bottom end, which
most distortion pedals cut out.”

IN ASSQCIA'I'IOII WITH

-

' ONO'J

David is scarcely visible behind a two-
tier, Rick Wakeman-style pedal board. |
At a recent show he overloaded his

amp so much with distortions, power i
booster and a delay on full feedback
doing the “stupid swoops” at the
end of ‘Unsatisfied’, that it literally

“l use the most pedals in ‘Unsatisfied’
- about six, I think,” David ponders.

“Delay, reverb, two overdrives, line

selector and a MicroAmp to boost the
signal, because when you use that
many pedals the signal goes down.
1 use line selectors to break the signal
path up a bit so that it’s a purer signal
and so that if something fucks up you
can pretty much guess where it is.”

“l use drumsticks to do Sonic Youth
kind of things in weird tunings, just
to keep our techs on their toes,”
says David... and you might want
to grab a pen to figure this bit out.
“Everything’s tuned down two semi-
tones and we’ll drop the top and
bottom C. The A goes back up to B and
what is now the C goes back up to D to
make a stupid barre chord. With the
other fingers you can do little melody
lines. It’s just a Metallica trick, really.”

Oorange Rocker 30
Combo
£599

£1599 £135
www www.wildguitars.com/|
guitaramp fx.htm

NEXT WEEK: UNSIGNED BANDS SPECIAL
Words by Jenny Knight from...

Crueitak

out now

Winter Special

|www.lretmus:c.co.uy

|
i

——

B, The Clash, 100000 T oe
TD058 17T E16 Iow Murkbart
nrsy

Dol AT WANTED Y MORTH
0NN INCRE SAN D, YALEWE
AN (ORI TTRENT ESSENTIAL,
Primal Scraam, Lad Zappein,
CORIMLAN and Dacs Growes, 0o

' Yornrry Leos. Tel e 00068 220

014 Sex Bursban 192674

TR MEW AVAIANKE, FOR
RECORDING SESTIONS, v have
vasl recording experience In UX
and Paris, can plxy various parts
of music. Tel bse D905E £ Ql6
Sax domben: B2

DL MMER WAMTED, ONCE W A
LITETIM £ 0APORTUNITY Lo [oln
signad band wilh outstanding
material and fnanclal backing,
Radichead, U2, Budkiey. Tel
29058 70 16 Dax Murmben

$ro band with Hress, manhege-
mend, agency snd immlaent
oW, Contact Stzuan. Tl
Ae: PIOSE 170 (15 B Memnders
T4TT?
DRUMMER 36 SCEKS MUISIUANS
for famming seysions (p Leeds,
York, HuTogate arsa, interesis
Seely Dan, Pretenders, Makoio,
Sotuila. Tel Nos 090 10 018
St Merbert 857722

ORLMNER M SOUTH WEST
LONDON seeks origiral bant with
freah [dews, Wnto Yeal Yesh Yeahs,
Mbdes, Sonde Yourth, Iings of Lean,
ol bicx 09058 0 U6 Bax
Hnben £2509

0 DRDWNARY TRXMMER WANT-
D, frsh tyne airvar nastad for
hughly original 4 phece band,
based in South test London,
Slues and soul based, with ton-

MO ROCK BAND, SANN FRIDAY,
 oking or & dromome to Jein

Ba wiling i go 4! the way. Tel
on TSN 17X RS 22 Nrnbar:

DXPEAENCED DRUMMER, LOOK.
WG TO JOIN OR FORM A RINKY
ROOK BANDLrwizo ctyle, inffosncat
Lad Zeppele, Dewp Purpla, Sex
Pstol, The Jam, Stone Rosss,
1oy and Xakeer Chists, Tal Nx
OPOSS 170 016 Bork Number:
soigl

CIRiMFR REV) NS Fl HEAVY
BN ARRS TRYMTE RAM, ARk
b el ATl 20 el 22
FIDMAD [~yanept ki
Priexy, 22k Wikde, LLiien,
Sahbarh ere T M D0SA 170
OIa I RN S4TIT

MVENTIVEL DYMAMIC DIRURSGER
WANTED BY LONDON BANED
WANO, [nfluerces The Slos.
Blorwdie, Modettes. The Dulse
Soicil, Tl Nor G9038 170 016 Box
Nucaben 253073

DRUNMER WANTLD YO COM-
PLETE & FIVI-PIELE S30UTH

LON DON BAND, WITH CRIGENAL
MATERIAL, band being compased
to Coldplay and Athietes, el
tions taking place In ovembar
and Decamber, Tl W OPSS 0
048 Bax Munban 999097

ORUMMER WANTED O LONDON
BASLD INDIE BAXD WITH FORTH-
COMING GICS, (nfrownces The
Kiis, Beaties, interped, My Bloody
Valantine. Tol Noe 00088 120 D16
e Numben $012%

Guitarists

have toured and recorded lsoking
9 5t27% of Join new band, st be
passianate xnd cerlain, fefu-
oncas Rl Harvey, Yervo, interpol,
Buridyy, Bbow, 6T, Tk Moe
OPOSS 170 (716 Bt Hemnbar;
WEAF5

LEAD-RNTANIST REQUIRED POR.
AN ESTASLISH ED SOUTH LONDON
BAND, genuine label and sportsor
ship [nterust, orest havs simitar
Influanaes, Libertines, Raroriight,
Vines, [an Brown, mage very
Impartant. T# Nes 09050 D0 043
Son Marnivars 250801
GUETARIST 3 MANCH ESTER
LOOKMNG TU FORM & BAND TRt
plays MUSIc axh 34 Joy Ttvican,
Arighx Byns, Tha Cure and The
Smihs Te Mx 09043 D0 015
e Marbar: 638217

GUNTARIST SETES BAND |NTO

Torom iedor couk bwrd. Tl Mo
905N 120 Q1S Box Marnber,

Ing

The Claaky, The: N, The Oure g
mote, based In darth Exst Landon,
mnummmw

QETADST LRGENTLY WANTED 70
JOIN FAIZLOU BAND WITH Wit~

copuler gigying and management.
1ock, Mk, indse, whales - bring
k all ta ha band 3 we will maie
ouy own sound, THl N DS08R DO
046 Bax Munban 748470

SHEPFER O SASED BAMD WANTS
RASSEST, inftrerwws inchoda
advot Tha Cure,
#uip, UK tour and singie planned
Tor New Vear, [leaca oontact it
nterested. Ted Noc DSBS L70 016
hox bt 4397/0

BASSST WANTED, FOR LONDON
BASED BANG, WITH IMAMAGE-
NENT AND STRONE SONES, infiu-
waors Beatles, Kinks, Coztelio,
Duy, backing vocals and abéity
5 harmonize # Aust, Tk Na
05054 10 014 Be Nurnbery
201

WASS PLAYER SVANARLE, VERY
EXPERIENCED |4 MANY STYLES
Bt hased, but wiliing tn o
2 Tl M 0058 170 (25 Sax
Ma=ober: yod3a

BASS PLAYER AYARABLE, EX-

Grveirwoond and Algx Jatws, TY

Polica, Fixsas. Tl Mex 09058 1720
U1 B Narabaty 344440

& Placeafreeadverton 0800063 0008 XS

UNIQUE BASS PLAYESY, lnto:
Rodes, ZDpam, Who, Kinks,
rsugh 16 IMKEDARS, A 2
hass sia cedis band n et
Lonaon 36l Tel Mo OVO0SH J70
s hem Mersbar &35

BATSIST WANTED FOR BRILLANT
GLASGON ROCK AND ROLL BAR,
misst be committed, ambitous
axd |0k the part, Influences
Teppelly, Kasabien, Cream, Kings
of Conn, 1NKCS, no Bae wasters.
Tal o 02068 176 OLS S
Wusnben 801K

BASSIST WANTED FOR M ALFER-
RETTVE BOCK RaND, o In
Satfeid, 20-30YTs old, xmpark
=m and MMMt are e
Hal, Tol Wex 09058 T0 036 Bow
mbers 73972

BASS FLAVER WANTLD ASAP,
nfluences i3, Ouk.mderm'
lmhsedlnl.miu.
mmmum
72

AASS MLAYER WANTID FOR
HEWLY FORMED LOMDON RaMb,
Infiuenes The jam, Razoritgit,
Tha Uash etc. Tet Mcu 09058 LD
OLS DBax Nevaban 496042
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FRAONTIANK REQUIED POR WIST
LOMDON BAND, aittide 20 tain-

.l 4 - S
1 u;‘" CENTEE
2wk % ebvertss heve o 000 0463 D2CR we
roeod 1010 3 weetage wiich W e b privl.
| i wescge ststa, b bpe o ks poa plryg Wl
You are feoking for 2 srsers you are Xaoed, pies amy
Other Ol you el e npociert Yoo well e 2
L L L P )
THITAY 1Y FRRCILNE €F SA0UMAT [0 B Wit )
TOX OV DERWE 7 30 AT DATTIE 00Tl W net
Apprar ¢ prae prewrber tr bave yur rokile rauier
e wivy fo rmasdve 8 e et wher you have been

1l s peoam'exicy

DGR T OIS TN B U 2
WIS

Cad O9058 10 005 e oaw T 2 oWl vow s ol
e aeer! pog i twmabae i, Ty aoee e Seiai
& F ropond o te 20werns I sgeru'r e ciine ok 1
P00 K BTy O, e & O e
40,0 realy ey Bl Pt 10 e ey

o paiiieygaidictoges
AU TS ST

GWe Y. have et poar advert and it e

privt, cal OPSSS 170 OIS 5o retdow any

Pt T peapbe hve ) I oo T H s

£ pok 1 maba cordact with Lhers I vou ootied e b e
G wwtn vou wilk fwcalve w0 SMS orc samebedy b

bl o wwee

CHN LN 0005 oM AW A8 s el B ool
AN e, G S Iy G eone 1y 0% e el Yo
ST L 0w mad b v 00 On b L e v Bevkn

prosided b ok 1 AL

FRONT MAN AVALLABLE, lofi
oxes Queem of the Sloneage,
Bowle, Ooors, Fevd, Sia0iMs,
Pixtols, Young etc ete, 2124, must

SOMCWRITER WITH & GREAT
SINIG AMD TUME READY, sesking
a DU et sinpey, D madoe @ bi
with this sons. Te Nor 09034 L0
016 et Mumbar: 260407

LONDOR BASED PRODUCTION
TEAM I3 loaking far 3 yeung
Firrale singe's with attitude for
@ri ok band, aroes betwees
Al Lyvigne uad Prince. Tel e
9053 DO 016 Bewt Number:

27. vl W OR0SE 170 Q18 By
Morsber: 7508

NALE SINGER/SONPAWTIR,
North London, koking te join or
Focwn a band, inflwences Cooper
Tewmple Clacsse, Kisabian, earty
Verve. Tal Mo 09038 170 006 S
Narsiar: 71370

SIMGER WANTED FOR BAND WITH

AU
S

YIHE

FOMALE SINGER look/ng Tor et
U pop rock band, Tel Moy OS5
70 006 Box Mursbaly BOTSS
VOLALET RECRENED 3Y U8-
TARST/TIRESINTH to £-writs
oortempersry guitar Bated das-
£3¢ MK M FOYm & gPoup whott
inThaamoes inciude The Smiths, T-
By, AN S South West
Yorihi'e ko, [areteralie male
0-30. ToF Net TR05H. 17U 16 Sem.
NETDOr: TEOX

VR OLD FRMMLE RMGER LOOK-
NG FOR A 100K ARSE ROOX
D, Infhverons inciude Pog
Fighiess, Blondie, The 1By,
South tales ama. Tl fes 0909
70 235 Box Runben 39902

OUELLENT LONDON RASTD,
FERLALE SIMCER, YITH NG VOICE,
sk banut, flusncet Include
Coldplay, XNiers, Mich Ocake, tack
dohagton, The $mithe. ‘Tl Ne
00084 170 036 Nex Humnbar
004

WANTED EMCICFTYC AND ENTHE-
SUKTIC SR, TI QLML FTE
AND, plrytng origim? mamrisl,
64, penl, Wi, Indis influsnces,
tarsesd In Faarton. Tel s 09058
0 Q06 ocx Nurstren 798932

YERSATILE SINGER REQUIRED,
FOR CHFDRG BASED BAND SEWNG
A GO 3o el 30rts of propres-
sha raat, Tel M 02050 170 035
T ey TR

Songwriters

Shrns. thin person st be sk
oo and willivat (o crewde & bamd,
Tal Mox OF030 170 15 st
Satwben: FTRAPT

SHLTON KEYIES Rasen, PLUNK
THDIE BAMD, SIPEX JISNCATIO
BUSICLANS oy be dew iD
Jamary, siresedl
Mum;rdh
08058 10 15 Bax Humbar:
TOAEDS

FROMTMAN LOOKHHEG FOR B.ASS,
DIANSS ANE EINTAR t4 form

LBAD CINTARIET AMD DRUMMER
FEQUINED by vocaliit and bass.
player 15 forem band, malnky
lmmwmaﬂﬂmpﬂu
othar. Twl Ne: 00058
unmum

Gry. Tol Mty DAGES 170 016 Sax
b M99

FUNKY PEMALE S CTICIANS 2uH
mmmm
deumimer, needed e complets
ummmwhm
20 016 Bt Nansbary 120064

SOMGER/SONGSWRITER AMD DRLU M-
R, SEEX RASS SUNTARRST AND
LEAD SUITARIIT, TO FORM A

A apserioncad manager b o
thve taa Tal Mew N 170 (A5 Ber
Namnhan X078

Helpline

0871
7120297

OV e bme s wery
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the wil
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The US & UK’s nol Live Unsigned Event is

Searching for Unsigned Bands

31 bands signed in 4 years - Staged in the 14 UK cities at their best venues, Win £250K of
musical equipment, 150K production & endorsement deals, Perform at the Taubertal, T-in the
park, Heineken Jamming, and V-festival, 4 record deals, 14 date Us & European tour or support
international artists such as the Chilli Peppers, Gwen Stefani, Coldplay or showcase

performances through the MTV

network.

Emergenza is a masterclass on management and exposure of unsigned bands. SONY
This is Proving to Be “The Holy Grail” of Live Unsigned Music. EMI
For more info on the events and how to register your bandmor email

us at booking @emergenzauk.co.uk|

Open to all Live bands. Closing date for all applications 31st December 2005
Sound Control Virgin Megastore - EMI & Sony Scouting - Sabian - Carling Academy Live -
Meanfiddler Group - Ampeg - Crate - Korg - Music Man/Ernie Ball - JAR Records - EMA

Awards -

E Radio Worldwide - SC Ma

gazine - Ovation

seeks talented musicians al

to form her band.
London gigs waiting.
07947 739856

“Chilli Gold

Singer/songwriter with album to
promote + top management,

exceptional acoustic guitarist

nd

www.myspace.com/chilli oldl

BASS PLAYER
WANTED

Influences range from Zeplin, Pri

essential. Must look the part.
Serious players only.
Call Robert
07919 157760

for Glasgow Rock & Roll band.

mal

Scream, Hendrix, Kasabian, Stones, H 1
Kings of Leon, T Rex and BRMC. Uns'Qned Bands

Ability, commitment and ambition

Demos Wanted
Get yourselves heard
Visit

Wwww.newsofthenoise.com|

for more details

BUY + SELL « TRADE 31 MUBIC & VOED EXCHANGE |
L% » RECORDS » DY « VEDECS » NEMORAEILIA l
55 - A2 Nolling Hik Gote, Londes W11
95 Berwich S, Soho, Wt
23 Groornwich Chawch 58 SETD
A8 N t:-nnqn Novh 5 NN

8 Smaktrook Dussrawey, Binningham B8
139 Carrwall 51, Piymauth M Sel et ea

Y sy vpw' vl ‘

Q8D a1 443

WAL IEIEANIE MTRIT mEETER A0 R el

Wirveuanid
Coon Fieys "0am - Lum

151 London Road
Camberley, Surrey
GU15 3JY UK

Tel: 01276 27500
Fax: 01276 678776
www.rockbox.co.uk
P&P £1 first CD
50p each cd extra
SECONDHAND
VINYL WANTED

Secure online ordering
now available

LKALINE TRID Cnmsun Dbl CD £899, Crimson mel LP 29 99

LASH London Calling CD £6.99*, 25th Anv Edt Db\ CD£14.99
JAN BROWN Greatest CD £12.49, Ltd Dbl £18.99, LP ...£13.99
EFF BUCKLEY Grace LP (180g) ...... £14.

DRESDEN DOLLS S/T CD

BOB DYLAN Blonde On Blonde CD £5.99* Dbl LP (180g)£11.99
L PRESIDENTE El Presidente CD £8.99, Ltd 7" Box Set£12.99
00 FIGHTERS In Your Honour Dbl CD £9.99, 4x LP Box £5
16.99
RANZ FERDINAND $/T CD Import with bonus tracks....£12.99
RANZ FERDINAND You Could Have It CD £9.99, CD/DVD£12.99
REEN DAY Bullet In A Bible CD/DVD

NEW ORDER Singles Double CD
NIRVANA Silver: Best Of The Box CD £9.
OASIS Don't Believe The Truth CD £8.99*, Ltd CD £13.99

Ltd LP £14.99

PADDINGTONS First Comes First CD £9.99, LP
PIXIES Doolittle CD £5.99*, LP
PRODIGY Their Law: The Smgles CD £8.99*, Ltd Dbl CD£10.99
0.0.T.S.A. Lullabies To Paralyze-Coloured vmyl with 3 bonus
tracks-Double LP £19
0.0.T.S.A. Over The Years And Through The Woods

DVD/CD £13.99
RADIOHEAD Live At The Astoria DVD £ 339
RAMONES Ramones CD £6.99%, Coloured
ROLLING STONES Rarities 1971-2003 CD £12.99, Db\ LPEM 99
SMASHING PUMPKINS Adore CD £6.99%, Dbl LP ..
SMITHS The Very Best Of CD
STOOGES Stooges CD £6.99%, Pic Disc
STROKES First Impressions Of Earth CD £9.99*,
STROKES Jukebox 2 track CD, Maxi CD, Jukebox 7" ea ..£1.99
SUBWAYS No Goodbyes CD £1.99, 7" £1.49, 7" with poster £1.49
SYSTEM OF A DOWN Hypnotize CD £9.99*, Duel Disc £13.99,
LP Pic Disc £12.99

0x S
RAFTWERK Minimum Maximum LP Box Set £5 p&p .. £25 99
OHN LENNON Legend: Best Of CD £10.99"

OHN LENNON/PLASTIC ONO Live Peace In Toronto 1969 LP£7 99
IBERTINES Libertines CD/DVD £11.99, LP 4.99

IAGIC NUMBERS S/T CD £9.49, Ltd Dbl LP
AXIMO PARK A Certain Trigger CD............

SYSTEM OF A DOWN Mezmerize CD £9.99*, LP Pic Disc£11.99.
TEST ICICLES For Screening Purposes only CD £8.99 LP £11.99
* Denotes more titles available at similar prices. P&P CDs
£1 for the first item, 50p thereafter. LPs £2 for the first item,
£1 thereafter. Double LPs £3 for the first item £1.50 thereafter.
This is only a small selection of what we have in stock.
Please visit our website i rockbox.co.uklor call our
mail order dept. on 01276 27500

with & e phane.

kuove the atest copy of MMIE. This sarvice only weris WWW._rockhox co_uk
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Mill Hill Music
Complex

Recording * Rehearsals * Sales * Hire

020 8906 9991
Established 1979.
Recording from £16 p/h
Rehearsals (10 rooms) £3.50 - £15 p/h
Production available with Boz Boorer
Dealers for Ibanez, Pearl, Laney &
many more PA’s & Backline for hire
10 Minutes from M1/M25, 5 Mins walk
from Mill Hill Bway Thameslink
No Stairs & Ample Parking
Check the site for full details

W MILIHTLIMUSICCO.UR

TIN PAN ALLEY
STUDIO  WC2
- {

LEGENDARY RECORDING
STUDIO
VISITORS WELCOME BY
APPOINTMENT

020 7240 0816

SOHO, LONDON

R 54
12 hours live recording £120 inc
engineer. 8 hours live recording £80
Raw live sound. 1 hour from London -
Junction 9 M3. Easy relaxed atmosphere,

lounge, kitchen. Rehearsal rooms - 4

hours £26 inc PA

07770 472 337

For more details see

www.valleystudios.moonfruit.co

As used by: The Rakes,
Bloc Party, The Datsuns

and SimonW
Wwe

Fair Prices
+ A Great Vibe

020 7289 8145

Four rooms for every budget and
style. Experts in everything from
hip hop to metal, grime to indie.

Featuring:
24Track 2”,Neve VR.
Protools HD, Logic Pro.

Why not join some of our recent clients:
Bloc Party, Roll Deep, Hard-Fi,
Lady Sovereign, Audio Bullys,
Arctic Monkeys...

Check the website for deals and the
chance to win FREE studio time:

WWW.MIl0CO0.CO.UK

LW

MENNRTR

AT -
e wve.

MO~

Rooz

Rehearsal Studios
2A Corsham Street London N1 DP
2 mins from Old Street tube, outside
congestion zone.

020 7490 1919

All rooms, fully equipped, from £8.50 per
hour. Furnished with new orange amps.
New drum kits, new PAs. All quality
equipment, storage vans available,
snacks, drinks, strings, drumsticks,

plectrums efc ...

A LTER P PO AR LA
LS RU L LR L L)
PICOADAE b V1250
MOV et REOPY
FAEAL e | FOBPA

CO DUPMICATION faast 1 047 cud

Wl G207 484 5359
0207 44 2231
o307 111 1123

&> Unllmlted WAP

& Downloads club

Access a Library of content for
5,000 quality tones, games,

" NME to 81666

imited downloads, first week free then just £3pw

ISexy Girls, Brands,Logos,
[TV & Films,Funny Images,
Animations & Movies

:

"

313 HOLLOWAY ROAD, ISLINGTON, LONDON N7 9SU

Backstreet studios
.‘n—f ‘33 f would like to wish all our

lqt" o& customers old and new a
. Merry Xmas and great new year.
REHEARSAI- Thanks for all your support
.:)Tg‘pzlos throughout 2005
e e 020 7609 1313

| makes
vies & Pics®

Voted
best

ekt dhdrirdetitivng

®  FREE SONGWRITERS ¥

NEWSMAG *

¥ Information explaining songwriting, *

* composing, publishing, royalties, *

* contracts, promotions, FREE *

x copyright, assessment, advice, *

¥ collaboration, register services. *

: 4 Send sae or telephone *

REPLYING TO NME BOX % The Guild of International &
NUMBERS # Songwriters & Composers &
When replying to advertisements i Sovereign House, 12 Trewartha ¢
which have a NME box number, send # Road, Praa Sands, Penzance, ¢
your reply in an envelope addressed Comwall TH20 OST. *
to: NME Box number____ NM, * ToLI017361762320 .S
Room 235, King's Reach Tower, * %
Stamford Street, SE1 9LS. This will R W ey

then be forwarded to the advertiser
on your behalf. NME accepts no
resonsibility for items being lost,
damaged or not returned by the
advertiser. Sorry!

08000 630008

R&B, Rock, Hip Hop,
Pop, TV & Movies,
Dance, Indie, urban

T 020 8691 2121

$§ 0 U N D

P

™m

RFORMANCE

SOUND PERFORMANCE, UNIT 3, GREENWICH QUAY, CLARENCE ROAD, LONDON SE8 3EY
F 020 8691 3144 3

[N WW-SOUNapE

CDs + PRINTING
0.t .\-n,u z
S (4 (i
S -155 b mawrog e beme

08 1S
. ““ vewgrddat fand

. sS
025646674

Safs
B LTS
Tisatnes

~

tht Chann AN

To stop reply stop

Keyrr

Fyug, ol

07797801

Production

mari g for music and meda

Ppdesoanivosce

A eteo) bwcdng wd (veige

podeprg avd h!hm
an n‘"-t‘n.‘« Mk

500 Units £468.50
1000 units £620.99

ge bg.chim! 261 1\ TXtIaze _&Age 6. raze 29

te, BCMon 6713 WC1N 3XX, first two msg free, thereafter 38p.

GUIDELINES AND DISCLAIMER: Please note that all advertisements on the Marketplace and Band Services pages will require a paid service. For further information call the NME trade advertising team on 020 7261 2989.
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GOLD VINYLALBUM

PRESENTATIONS Fink
HAVE YOUR FAVOURITE ALBUM AS A GOLD VINYL tYT
; PRESENTATION FOR ONLY £75 PLUS P&P
| Over 25,000 different albums available now. All presentations U
consist of 24K gold plated vinyl discs fully mounted c/w i p
plaque and set into a first class frame. All come c/w Vtﬂ; Ji

a certificate of authenticity
SGT PEPPER SINGLE ALBUM only £75
Our Double Albums eg. PINK FLOYD - THE WALL is an amazing price of only £135
We stock from Elvis to Eminem - Stands out on any wall display
ORDER NOW - SPEEDY DELIVERY
35mm Original movie cell presentations in stock now 100’s of different movies for you to choose from with prices
from only £10 each. 57x7” inc. strip of cells-picture mounted/framed £10 10”x8” Standard only £15-
Doubles only £17.50 all plus p&p.

Britney Spears special Pepsi ad cell presentation £22. All are numbered Ltd Editions with no repeats.
Unbeatable quality and price. We also stock multisigned football shirts from the top teams only £495 plus p&p,
(framed) plus pairs of boxing gloves all signed by top names eg. Ali only £250 inc c.0.a. We stock hundreds
of products from the world of entertainment inc. Formula 1-Superbikes, WWE, Sports Cells-autographed items eg.

& Cal | Py e iee i MEMORY LANE-THE HOME OF COLLECTABLES
~ 8 I now ior @ fT'ee Sample paCk 3nd Dr’ ce IISB. Order now by Email at memorylan%@slilueﬁ%nz((l)elr.lcg.uk ‘l:or instant response call our
o . Hotli 7817- -
TB' " 023 3229 3 usa Wetl - (MWW, u"ﬂ uers ‘conﬂ Trade welcome for unl;)ealtrzllebl(:znprices - Tel: 0781’??165(1)11 10am-7pm Mon-Sat

nll' , Simpiy Supel’b
| ¢ T-Shirtsand more!

1 =
Men: Text ‘mnme’ to 88199 Pper min

FREE 4 WOMEN
Women: Text ‘wnme’ to 88199 WOIMEN: 0845 222 0845 5 TEXTS
Gay: Text ‘gnme’ to 88199 MEN-0870 345 6116 FREE 1st

-
GAY GUY:0870 345 6065 Deadline (UK
Women; Free, Me/Gay: Join for 10p per msg fo 1st 15 msqs PRVt liltputelbyipdgyipalpdp-cpdyedl i Frec. Boys/Gays: JinforUp pr msg o 155 msgs sentecud; 0p

snlifoud; 25p pimsg thereater This is a subscription service, t wil per msq threater This s a subscrpton envic, il cot 09 per msg
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Find a friend, go to a gig or look for something more

FOR FUN ON THE PHONE, call the
instant message exchange, where
you can talk and date up to 60 girls
and guys who are on the phone at
the same time as you. TEL: 09052
300 309.

PREFER TO TXT? Always on the
move? No problem. Text potential
dates in your area by sending GIG
to 69919 now.

UPTIGHT, indie male 19, seeks
weird and wonderful gig mates,
around Newcastle and beyond,
likes Radiohead and Coldplay. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
898375

FEMALE, looking for new friends,
enjoys gigs, pubs and having a
good time, North London area. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
297805

FIVE hot indie princesses, likes
going to gigs and having fun, WLTM
some handsome princes. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
304356

AVERAGE-LOOKING girl, with a
GSOH and a good sense of style,
loves going to pubs, bars and
socialising with mates, but most of
all going to gigs. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 754326
STRAIGHT female, looking for
other females, into live music,
gigs, shopping, cinema and having
a good time. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 637482

Looking for
someone right
now? Call Speed

Match on....

09052 300
308

SOUTH Coast male, looking for new
friends to attend gigs with,
Brighton, Portsmouth,
Southampton, likes indie, dance,
rock, pop. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 567264

INDIE chick, looking to meet
males/females, to go to gigs and
clubs with, in London, Manchester,
Birmingham or Liverpool areas. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
267678

ROCK chick, 5ft 5ins, with long
dark hair, dark eyes, olive skin,
likes the outdoors, gigs, pubs,
sports, WLTM males or females 19-
25. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 102027
SPANISH/SWEDISH female, dark
eyes, curvy, outgoing personality,
adventurous, into extreme sports,
pubs, gigs, not clubs. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
596885

Friendshi

BROWN-EYED female, with longish
hair, quite tall, funny personality,
sometimes shy, likes rock and
gothic music. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 177300
EASYGOING female, 21yrs, student,
WLTM males and females, for
socialising, shopping, cinema etc.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 737368

GOOD looking female, long hair,
slightly shy, with SOH, likes going
to gigs, reading magazines and art.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 341184

24hr Helpling

08710
433104

by imil impime

LOOKING for new friends, to go to
concerts, enjoys shopping going to
cinema, pubs and clubs. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
404391

SHY, blonde female, 5ft 6ins tall,
with a medium build, likes clean-
ing. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 719667

TALL, dark and handsome male,
very serious personality, likes writ-
ing, drawing, films, music and
reading. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 562034
GOOD-LOOKING indie dude, wish-
ing to meet lots of cool people,
males and females welcome, to
hang out and have good times. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
781600

(Hrls seeking
boys

FOR FUN ON THE PHONE, call the
instant message exchange, where
you can talk and date up to 60 girls
and guys who are on the phone at
the same time as you. TEL: 09052
300 309.

PREFER TO TXT? Always on the
move? No problem. Text potential
dates in your area by sending GIG
to 69919 now.

PHILOSOPHICAL, creative, shy,
funny, average-medium build
blonde, enjoys pubs, yoga, reading,
gigs and drawing. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 488512
SEXY, 18yr old blonde, from
Scotland, into Sonic Youth, looking
for a guy, for friendship or more,
looking like Billy Corgan would
help. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 121206

CUDDLY, larger female, looking for
friendship/romance with music
lovers and lovers of the paranor-
mal. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 224252

JILL, likes walking in the park,
along the beach, meals in and
watching DVDs with somebody to
cuddle up to. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 786652

25YRS, single, white female, seek-
ing my own Robbie Williams,
Christian Slater, Luke Skywalker,
for nights in listening to The
Smiths. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 654090

JEN, bubbly girl, from Falkirk,
easygoing, bubbly, great SOH, with
a big heart, likes most things in
life, hoping to meet someone spe-
cial. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 656035

ENTHUSIASTIC, bubbly and full of
energy female, slim build, 5ft 8ins,
with blondish hair and greeny
eyes, likes theatre, going to cinema
and reflexology. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 392751
OUTGOING, blue-eyed blonde, into
music, wine, gigs, fun and more
wine, WLTM similar, own corkscrew
a bonus! Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 441524

SARAH, 4ft 7ins, size 12, medium
build, large bust, dark hair, N/S,
fun, outgoing, great SOH, WLTM a
tall black male, over 36. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
337992

NICE and young-looking lady,
wants a similar bloke, for gigs,
pubs, festivals, London/Brighton.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 524430

HELLO. I'm a female, | enjoy differ-
ent types of music and I am look-
ing to meet someone. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
594781

LAIDBACK, attractive, petite, black
rock chick 22, recently joys of indie
lifestyle, seeking cool, fun guys, to
initiate me, Surrey. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 756145

EVE, with long brown hair and
brown eyes, overweight, hoping to
meet someone, nationality, size
and looks are unimportant. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
965016

Punkette?
Sk8ter boy?

Just call

0800 063 0006

QUITE tall, 5ft 6ins, with long dark
hair and green eyes, palish skin,
quite outgoing and intelligent,
GSOH, likes dancing, outdoor
sports. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 452320

WITTY, fuller-sized girl, looking for
a funny, probably lanky guy 19-29,
they have to love The Libertines
and Babyshambles. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 618576
MICHAELA, from Leeds, 5ft tall,
with shoulder length brown hair
and blue eyes, size 16. Call if your
interested. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 663947

FRIENDLY female, 25yrs, slim, blue
eyes, looking for a great guy, for
lasting friendship, outer London
area, get in touch! Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 218777
FUN-LOVING indie girl, wants to
find someone to go out to gigs
with, for good laughs, East London
area. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 914032

BLONDE, bubbly, 18yrs girl, GSOH,
loves music and gigs, WLTM a
male, 18-23yrs, to go to gigs with,
possibly more, Bristol area. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
473387

BLUE eyed blonde, GSOH and bub-
bly, likes to go out on the town and
listen to live music, Jack Johnson
and Peter Murray. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 400749
25YRS female, likes pubs, clubs
and going to gigs, WLTM a male,
with similar interests. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
206219

CUDDLY, tattooed, girl DJ, seeks an
unpretentious, laidback indie boy
21-35, for gigs, giggles and maybe
more, Leeds. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 798677
BRUNETTE, brown eyes, medium
build, 5ft 4ins, likes going out
drinking, having a laugh, if you
fancy coming with me, let me
know. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 384208

MICHELLE, mixed race female,
brown hair/eyes, medium build,
single mum of 3, West Yorkshire
area, if you fancy a chat, get back.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 139629

22YRS female student, loves party-
ing and going out, seeks a guy with
GSOH, to have fun in London. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
424630

SINGLE mum, really into music,
WLTM somebody similar, please
call. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 372591

MANCHESTER female, 5ft 4ins,
with long blonde, highlighted hair
and blue eyes, size 14-16. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
239058

HAZEL-EYED, single female, slim
build, looking for a nice, kind, hon-
est, sincere gentleman. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
914017

WEIRD, wonderful, 18yr old,
dancer, with a GSOH, likes almond
coffee, dislikes buttons, seeks the
beautiful boy. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 933120

HELLO. I'm calling to all the cool,
sound dudes out there, I'm a gen-
uine, attractive, slim blonde.
Would love to meet you. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
720467

NOT so gorgeous, but cool as fuck,
wants to meet a bloke, with no
hang ups, just to have fun, Kent.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 955651

GOTHIC, 24yr old single mum, with
black hair and green eyes, slim,
looking for love and friendship. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
142571

3irls seek
girls "

BEAUTIFUL, sensual, bisexual
babe, into house music, seeks a
gorgeous female, for fun times. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
854529

JANE, 5ft 8ins, medium build, blue
eyes, brown hair, bubbly personali-
ty. Get back to me! London. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
331164

FEMALE 18, enjoys cinema, music,
going out for drinks and laughs,
WLTM a similar female, 18-25,
Birmingham. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 763000
BUBBLY, outgoing 25yr old female,
likes going out, clubbing, music,
looking for a similar female who is
honest and caring, Essex area. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
969754

CUTE 18yr old bi-female, 5ft tall.
WLTM a very good looking bi-
female, similar age, for friendship
and possibly more, Sussex area.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 872331

YOUNG slim attractive blonde, 25,
fun loving, enjoys shopping, going
out, cinema, eating out, WLTM
someone with similar interests,
Surrey area. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 145792

24YRS female, 5ft 10ins, long
brown hair, very sensual, WLTM a
bi female, for some fun, laughter
and friendship, Liverpool. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
191494

CUTE, bi-sexual, blue-eyed, blonde,
19yrs old, WLTM a similar female,
for socialising and fun times
together, Birmingham. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
174123

FOR FUN ON THE PHONE, call the
instant message exchange, where
you can talk and date up to 60
girls and guys who are on the
phone at the same time as you.
TEL: 09052 300 309.

PREFER TO TXT? Always on the
move? No problem. Text potential
dates in your area by sending GIG
to 69919 now.

REASONABLY attractive
indie/electro guy 26, WLTM an
indie/electro girl, for indie/elec-
tro gigs and kissing,
Cambridge/London. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
864752

FUNNY, smart, medium-stocky
build male, with dark red hair,
happy-go-lucky personality,
enjoys going out having a laugh
and gigs. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 366316

WE met after lan Brown gig and |
just can’t stop thinking about
you. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 697709

MUSIC loving male, shy, average
looking, 5ft 11ins, into gigs, seeks
someone similar for friendship or
more, South East. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 338130

INDIE kid 22, 5ft 7ins, loves films,
music, favourite band are The
Strokes, looking for someone to
have a super time with. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
341691

PROFESSIONAL man, from
Hampshire, seeks fun ladies, for
gigs, pubs, clubbing and general
mucking about. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 536718

24YR old Morrissey fan, seeking a
similar aged female, to share inter-
ests with, north Manchester area.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 972515

CURLY-HAIRED indie kid, 19, green
eyes, tall, looking for a rock and
roll queen, to share good times
with, Scotland. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 882310

24YR old male, seeks a similar
aged female, to share interests,
including indie music, wrestling,
film and comedy, North
Manchester area. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 653042
SHY, average-looking male, 5ft
9ins, into music, gigs, cinema, art,
looking for someone similar, for
friendship or more, South East. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
431146

GLASGOW musician 19, into music,
playing guitar and gigs, loves posh
rock, metal and electronica, look-
ing for a similar beautiful girl. Tel
No: 09052 300 306 Box Number:
392490

FUN, good-looking lad 22, likes
pubs and gigs, looking for a female
18-25, with similar interests, from
the Oxford area. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 819840
EASYGOING male, into all kinds of
rock music, looking for a female,
for gigs and maybe more, Bristol.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 322430

IAN, white, attractive male, ex-
singer, seeks an attractive, chatty
female singer, to share good times,
South East London. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 612314
TALL, old bass player, seeks indie
girl, for gigs, fun, nights out and in,
West Yorkshire area. Tel No: 09052
300 306 Box Number: 956185
HELLO. I'm a male and I'm looking
for a nice, pretty girl, to have fun
with. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 331709

BLOND-HAIRED, blue eyes, active
male, WLTM a fun female, to enjoy
life and good times, South Coast.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 597129

MIKE, 18yrs, honest, catholic troll,
seeks a female who enjoys praying
and Saturday evening Mass, will
you be my Eve? Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 726591

STILL cool, indie kid, ex goth and
grebo, seeks a groovy girl, for gigs,
friendship and maybe more,
Yorkshire. Tel No: 09052 300 306
Box Number: 861967

25YR old male, single dad, likes
decent music and books, looking to
meet somebody nice, Staffordshire
area. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 925762

ovs seekin
boys ’

ACTOR, fun-loving, tall, dark, hand-
some, looking for friendship, possi-
bly more for gigging and going out.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 520703

INDIE boy Gaz, good looking, bi,
enjoys good nights out, crazy danc-
ing, contact me if you love to party.
Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 995038

DRUMMER in a band,19yrs male,
long dark hair, specialist sense of
dress, enjoys nights out, WLTM a
male, Scotland. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 538599

MALE, looking for a guy, who likes
music, going to pubs, going to gigs
and festivals. Tel No: 09052 300
306 Box Number: 698848

GOOD looking guy, from Cardiff,
masculine, seeks a stocky, mascu-
line guy, into music, for gigs and
more. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 869654
STRAIGHT-ACTING bloke, slim, 6ft
lins, in Hull, York area, loves
Glastonbury gigs, theatre, films,
squash and swimming. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
780189

SINGLE, chain-smoking man, seeks
a hot male, for fun and gigs. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
482178

MANCHESTER guy, easygoing, look-
ing to meet a slim, attractive,
blond-haired guy 18-24, for a possi-
ble relationship, ACA. Tel No:
09052 300 306 Box Number:
605124

HANDSOME lad, 25yrs, heavily into
film, music and literature, WLTM
straight acting, similar lads, for
possible relationship, Newcastle
area. Tel No: 09052 300 306 Box
Number: 320333

sy 2116 3 Sekelyz) 8
Simply call the 08000 630 006 and leave your 20
word message to appear in print followed by a
longer message for people to listen on-line. If you
want to receive FREE text alerts every time you
receive a reply remember to leave your mobile
number.

O RIS L DRLTIL TR0 T
Call 09052 300 306 and enter the 6 digit
number of the advertiser you are interested
in, then leave them a message! You can also
hear other members or swap instant

messages online!

gL TV ERTEN S TS
To pick up messages callers have left for you
call 09052 300 305 now! You’ll need your
membership number and PIN handy.

LTI T T 51
® When seeing someone for the first time take along a
friend of yours or make sure a friend knows where you're

going.

®» Meet in a public place like a gig venue or pub. Never

meet at your house.

# 0n your first meeting, make your own way there and
back. It’s risky to accept a lift from a total stranger.

# Don't invite people back home or give them your
address until you're sure about them.

# Trust your instincts. If something feels a bit wrong or
weird, end things and don’t see them again.

Calls to 09052 cost £1/min at all times, Dating Text alerts are
FREE. SMS to 69119 cost 75P/per MSG. Calls may cost more if
you are not calling from a BT landline. You must be over 18 to
use this service. Service provided by Eckoh, HP3 9HN. To
unsubscribe from a text messaging service, send the word
"stop" to the relevant short code e.g. 69119. w/c 121205

GUIDELINES and DISCLAIMER: We reserve the right to refuse or edit any personal advert for any reason. We assume no liability for the content of, or any replies to, any personal advert. You must not leave any messages or recordings of an offensive,
obscene, defamatory, misleading or threatening nature. You agree to indemnify and hold us harmless from all costs, expenses (including reasonable legal fees), liabilities and damages you may incur as a result of the content of any personal advert you
place or any reply you make to any personal advert. Adverts are updated on a regular basis and may be used in other IPC titles. Please ensure you have the latest copy of the Newspaper. This service only works with a tone phone.
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They’ve got a back catalogue bigger and
better than Argos’, they’ve sold a billion
records, and now they’re back with old friend
and accomplice Richard Ashcroft in support
for some soon-to-he-legendary shows.
Where: London Earls Court Exhibition Hall
(Wed 14, Thur 15, Fri 16), Newcastle Metro
Arena (Sun 18), Manchester Evening News
Arena (Mon 19), Belfast 0dyssey (Wed 21)

Kid Carpet

This man plays with Fisher Price toys, has
asong called ‘Carrier Bag’, and sounds like
your brother’s Lego men going berserk

in the night and having a disco-punk rave
under the bed. Need we say more?
Where: Bristol Louisiana (Thursday 15)

O Fracas

Leeds’ newest threat to the mainstream

0 Fracas have a perfect formula of frenetic,
intelligent and downright mental art-
hardcore that has to be seen live to be
believed. It is big and it is clever.

Where: Manchester Music Box (Thursday
15), Leeds Faversham (Saturday 17)

i t Vincent And
The Villains

Expect outbreaks of finger-clicking and
spasmodic jiving as The Villains continue their
mission to revive rockabilly and inject a bit of
’50s style into their ever-increasing army.
Where: London Kingston Peel (Saturday 17),
London Brixton Windmill (Friday 23)

Duran Duran

The original metrosexuals matched jeans with
jackets and synths with guitars, spawning all
the Bravery-Killer bands of today, and they’re
back to show them how it’s done.

Where: Glasgow SECC (Friday 16),
Birmingham NEC (Saturday 17), Manchester
Evening News Arena (Sunday 18), London
Earls Court Exhibition Hall (Wednesday 21,
Thursday 22)

December 14

Misterlee Porter Cellar Bar
01225 404445

Hard-Fi/Humanzi Spring &

Airbrake 028 9032 5968
BIRMINGHAN

Bell X1 Carling Bar Academy

0121 262 3000

DJ Format Barfly

0870907 0999
BRIGHTON

iForward, Russia! Ocean

Rooms 01273 699069

Delirious?/Kendall Payne
Carling Academy
08707712000
Schmuck/The Lobotomies/
Wind Up Bird Louisiana
0117 926 5978

AMBRIDGE
Equinox/The Cohort Effect/The
Red Room Portland Arms
01223 357268
Martyn Joseph Junction
01223 511511

The Strand/The Jan Watkins
Band/Ashes Of Everything Barfly
029 2066 7658

Pure Reason Revolution
Richmond Hall, Brickyard
01228 512220

Transit Cop/Red Top Matches/

The Labels Hub 01242 238001
DERBY

Catharsis/Vermiscious Knids/

Evil Alive Victoria Inn

01332 740091

Merz Crawdaddy 00 3531 478 0225

Skindred/Devil Sold His Soul
Cavern Club 01392 495370
Stereophonics/The Subways
Westpoint Arena 01392 446000

Arch Enemy QMU 0141339 9784
Biffy Clyro King Tut's Wah Wah Hut
01412215279
0asis/Shack SECC 0141 248 3000
The Pogues Carling Academy
08707712000
Seven Stone Lighter Barfly
0870907 0999

HARROGATE
Uniting The Elements Blues Bar
01423 566881

Freefaller/Hairy Balls Crypt
01424 444675

HERTFORD
Dead Kid Songs/Thoughts
Collide/Fistfights & Breaklights
Marquee Club 01992 414242

The Coral Sugarhouse
01524 63508

4 Letter Holiday Mixing Tin
0113 246 8899

Club NME Presents... LittI’'ans
Warehouse 0113 246 8287

Fur coats and cravates. '
Partridge really has
one up in the world!

WEDNESDAY

iForward, Russial,
Ocean Rooms, Brighton

Electric Mud Generator/Seven
Story Mourning/Theft Of A Doll
Fenton 0113 245 3908

The Lodger Cockpit 0113 244 3446
Quintron & Miss Pussycat/
Monster Killed By LazerBrudenell
Social Club 0113 243 5866

AK Logic/Tokyo/3 Gun Pete
Charlotte 0116 255 3956
The Strollers/Action Force Attik
0116 222 3800

LIVERPOOL
Misty’s Big Adventure Barfly Loft
@ Masque 0151 707 6171
Nigel Clark/The Void Carling
Academy 2 0870 771 2000

Basically The Same/The Klouds/
Robot Blues/The Bad Robots
Angel Lark In The Park N1
0207278 5781

Ben Christophers Chalk Farm
Enterprise NW3 020 7485 2659
The Black Water Jacks/The
Betty Ford All Stars/Black
Fiction Brixton Telegraph SW2
020 8678 0777

Bodyrockers Carling Academy
Islington N1 0870 771 2000
Ceiling/The Dega Breaks/The
Cartwheel Club Shoreditch On
The Rocks E2 020 7278 1074
Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft Earls
Court Exhibition Hall SW5
0870903 9033

David Gray/Rodrigo Y Gabriela
Brixton Carling Academy Brixton
SW9 020 7771 3000

The Delaners/The Machine/The
Cadets Leicester Square Marquee
W1 020 7336 7326
Dresden/Dead Famous Notting
Hill Arts Club W11 020 7460 4459
Electric Assembly/Empty/Silver
Springs Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NW5 020 7485 5358

Fleeing New York/Waylaid/The
Invention Buffalo Bar N1

020 7359 6191

Floetry Camden Jazz Café NW1
020 7916 6060

Freedom High/Philanthropy/
Traffic To Nowhere Highbury
Corner Upstairs At The Garage N5
0207607 1818

IF YOU GAN'T MAKE IT TO A GIG...

m

7pm Radio 1

Jack and Meg White sing their
own brand of Coke-sucker blues.

mn Lhe Class Of 2005
10pm Radio 2

One year since their breakthrough,
the Chiefs are older but are they
Kaiser?

The Hope Conspiracy/Rainy
Day Fuck Parade/November
Coming Fire Camden
Underworld NW1
020 7482 1932
Howling Bells Tottenham Court
Road Metro Club W1
0207437 0964
Hundred Reasons/Brigade
Camden Barfly NW1
0870 907 0999
Jon B Shepherds Bush Empire
0870 7712000
Kyshera/Via Negativa/
Spektrum 7 Kingston Peel
020 8546 3516
Life Of Agony/Get Amped
Camden KOKO NW1
020 7388 3222
Los Skeletos/Kapowski/One
Toy Soldier King's Cross Water
Rats WC1 020 7336 7326
Motormark Aldgate East Vibe Bar
E1 020 7377 9880
Nine Black Alps Charing Cross
Road Astoria WC2 020 7434 0403
Pleasure Seekers/Hijera/The
Sandcreek Massacre/0x Old
Street 333 EC1 020 7739 5949
Sergeant Buzfuz 12 Bar Club WC2
020 7916 6989
Slowline/Fiona Renshaw/The
Amateurs/King Of Spain Camden
Dublin Castle NW1 020 7485 1773
Towers Of London/The Rifles/
The Needs/The Holloways/
Trap 2 King's Cross Scala N1
0207833 2022

Foo Fighters/The Futureheads
Evening News Arena

0161 950 5000

The Sensational Alex Harvey
Band Academy 0161 275 2930

The Human League Carling
Academy 0870 771 2000

Levellers/Seth Lakeman UEA
01603 505401

Envy & Other Stories The Social
0115 950 5078

New Model Army/Cord Rock City
0115 941 2544

The Woggles/Chip Johnson &
The unforgiven/Gods Chosen
Dealers Junktion 7 0115 911 6959

Doves Guildhall 01772 58858

Trailer Park Trash/The way Of

The World Boardwalk

0114 279 9090
SOUTHAMPTON

The Hights/The Tulips Rhino Club

023 8063 0171

Moral Low Ground/Starscream/

Oskal/Waiting For Superman

Joiners 023 8022 5612
STOCKPORT

Outsider/Katie Ware Blue Cat

Café 0161 432 2117

Mark Owen/Marc Atkinson/
Thom Mills Fibbers 01904 651 250

24 Hour Party
People
11.05pm Channel 4

The best film about a Factory since
Willy Wonka. Steve Coogan does an
ace job of being Tony Wilson.

m

11pmITV2
PDiddy. Find out how he earns
his bling.




ED MILES/GUY EPPEL/
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HURSDA

December 15

BATH U
iForward, Russia!/Venue
Bogardus Moles 01225 404445

BIRMINGHAM
Blondie NIA 0121 780 4133
Delirious?/Kendall Payne Carling
Academy 0121 262 3000
Reedstone Overboard/Urge/
Strange Time Flapper & Firkin
0121 236 2421
Starfromivy/The Twang/Dog
Tired/The Arrival Carling Bar
Academy 0121 262 3000

DGWA .

Adequate 7/Nine DB Down/Red

RPUOU

The Authentics/The Red Box
Conspiracy/The Neon Trees/
Carousel Circus Cavern Club
0151236 1964

@ Masque 0151 707 6171
InMe/Fighting With Wire/Brent
May Die Carling Academy 2
08707712000

DNDON
Alias/Christ Islington Carling Bar
Academy N1 0870 166 3663
Amsterdam/Motel Hero/Hydras

Smed/Andy Fiction Palace 020 7734 5547
01778 434507 Annie/Datarock Aldgate East 93
BRIGHTON Feet East E1 020 7247 6095

Snow White/Blood Red Shoes/
Comanechi Freebutt
01273 603974

Arch Enemy Charing Cross Road
Astoria WC2 020 7434 0403
Archie Bronson Outfit/Vincent
Vincent And The Villains Swiss
Cottage Elbow Room NW3

020 7586 9888

Broken Family Band/
Phonofiction/The New Shapes

The Albion Band Folk House
0117 926 2987

Kid Carpet/Treehouse Burning/
Santa Dog Louisiana

0117 926 5978 Oxford Street 100 Club W1
Underdown/Stone From Delphi/ 020 7636 0933

Angry Panda Fleece The Chalets/Misty’s Big

0117 945 0996 Adventure Camden Barfly NW1
LI 08709070999

Deadeye Hark To Towler

01204 883856
CAMBRIDGE

Midnight Crazies/Boom

In The Diamond Industry

Portland Arms 01223 357268

No Comply/Failsafe/Jaded
Barfly 029 2066 7658
ummh/Mwsog/David
Mysterious Clwb Ifor Bach
029 2023 2199

DERBY
Blyth Power/Chris Butler
Victoria Inn 01332 740091
Minnesota Fats Ryan’s Bar
01332 345577

Comanechi,
Freehuttz Brighton

Jacob’s Stories/
Metronomes/An Emergency
Cavern Club 01392 495370
Chet/Airhammer/Kvetch Brixton
Windmill SW2 020 8671 0700
Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft Earls
Court Exhibition Hall SW5
08709039033

DBSP/The MBs/Deco Kentish
Town Bull & Gate NW5

Biffy Clyro King Tut’s Wah Wah Hut
01412215279

Doves Barrowlands 0141 552 4601
Motormark/Invisibles/In
Absentia Barfly 0870 907 0999
Oasis/Shack SECC 0141 248 3000

Orenda Fink Nice'n'Sleazy 020 7485 5358
0141333 9637 DJ Format King’s Cross Scala N1
The Tall Boy Mono 01415532400 020 7833 2022
Dead Spies/Thomas Bromley/

Paul Middleton Blues Bar Autozero Bethnal Green Pleasure

01423 566881 Unit E2 020 7729 0167
HERTFORD Dogs Malet Street ULU WC1
The Bridge/Hanzo/After Dark 020 7664 2000

Marquee Club 01992 414242
My Friends 12 Bar Club WC2

020 7916 6989
Electra-Kill/Vitrol Id Highbury
Corner Upstairs At The Garage N5
0207607 1818

Embrace/The Bees/The Frames
Wood Green Alexandra Palace N22
020 8365 2121

Tramp Attack/The Playmates/
Piskie Sits Brudenell Social Club
0113 243 5866

Adam Bomb Attik 0116 222 3800
Platinum Jar/Minus Sam/
Vexation Charlotte 0116 255 3956

All day, BBC 6Music
Do not adjust your DAB radio, Franz
are controlling the transmission.

s el Rockin’ With

[ | Suzi Qg

9pm Radio 2

Hear the story behind Johnny
Cash’s ‘Folsom Prison Blues'.

Roll Deep fallin aheap.
We can be rappers too N

b .

Hundred Reasons/Brigade Barfly

Charing Cross Road Borderline WC2

East Of Ealing/Flynt/Fancy That

Selector

Fields/Alfa 9/Roland Shanks/
Keith Tottenham Court Road Metro
Club W1 020 7437 0964
Mad Dogs & Glory/Rev Counter/
Vision/Nineteenth Century
Islington Hope’n’Anchor N1
020 7354 1312
Malcolm Middleton Shepherds
Bush Bush Hall W12 020 8222 6955
The Playing Fields/Murder In
Monochrome Highbury Corner
Garage N5 020 7607 1818
Semaphore/Karuso/Argonaut/
Kai Motto Angel Lark In The Park
N1 020 7278 5781
Shuffle Notting Hill Arts Club W11
020 7460 4459
Sidi Bou Said/The Fortingtons/
Spy 51 King's Cross Water Rats WC1
02073367326
Three Movements/Waveform/
Fromthesky/Great Eskimo Hoax
Kingston Peel 020 8546 3516
The Underground Velvets/
Pearly/Brinkman Camden Dublin
Castle NW1 020 7485 1773
ANCH D
Behind Green Lights Jabez Clegg
0161272 8612
Ben Folds Carling Apollo
0870 401 8000
Mantra/In Audium Dry Bar
0161 236 5920
The Whip/0 Fracas/Suka
Suka/Orphan Boy Music Box
01618321111
Young Offenders Institute/
Hanky Park/Ampersand
Academy 3 0161 275 2930

Free Diamonds College
Kubb Global 0191 239 3926
New Model Army/Cord
University 0191 261 2606

Lee Gordon/Deltaville/Some
Best Friend Waterfront
01603 632717

Club NME Presents... LittI’ans
Stealth 0115 958 0672
Quintron & Miss Pussycat The
Social 0115 950 5078
Skindred/Devil Sold His Soul/
Skud Junktion 7 0115 911 6959
PORTSMOUTH
Armor For Sleep/Idiot Pilot/
Chiodos Wedgewood Rooms
023 9286 3911

The Baghdaddies/Bison

Boardwalk 0114 279 9090

Dropkick Murphys Leadmill

0114 221 2828
SOUTHAMPTON

Barbar Luck/Hung Up Joiners

023 8022 5612

Agent Blue/Action Plan Sugarmill
01782 214991

Northern Heights Roseberry
01642 710296

Nigel Clark/Kryah/Backline
Fibbers 01904 651 250

Annie Mac
9pm Radio 1

Dizzee Rascal’s old crew Roll Deep
are mini-mixing tonight.

m

8am Sky One
1981: Depeche Mode learned to
‘Speak & Spell’, while Bucks Fizz
stripped to Eurovision victory.

FRIDAY

December 16

ABERD \
Indian Red Lopez Café Drummond
01224 624642

The Heys/3ds Porter Cellar Bar
01225 404445
J 14

iForward, Russia!/Sui Juris
Angel 01234 340251
Anaal Nathrakh/Ramesses/
Narcosis/Chemical Vomit
Edwards No 8 0121 643 5835
Dexter/My Secret Life/Soldier
Flapper & Firkin 0121 236 2421
The Inklings/Vigilante Wing/
Liner Actress & Bishop
0121 236 7426
The Lunar Society/Paperweight
Industry/Awaiting Approval
Carling Bar Academy
0121 262 3000
Air Formation/UpC DownC
LeftC RightC ABC+Start/
Everything For Miles Freebutt
01273 603974
Mount Houly Band/Late
Risers/Facing The Sun Portland
Arms 01223 357268
[ CARDIFF |
Innercity Pirates/Red City/
The Dirty Looks Barfly
029 2066 7658
Blue Horses Flowerpot
01332 204955
Wagstaffe/The Gary
Colemans/Despondent/
Hostyle Takeover/HoofBite/
Penny Chew/4 Step Process
Victoria Inn 01332 740091
[DUBLIN |
DJ Format Crawdaddy
00 3531478 0225
Michael Hargan/The Kays/
Lavelle Cabaret Voltaire
0131220 6176
New Model Army Liquid Rooms
0131225 2564
Red Bee Society/123 And The
Fours Caledonian Backpackers
0131 226 2939
| FOLKESTONE |
Hard-Fi/Humanzi Leas Cliff Hall
01303 253193
T
Biffy Clyro King Tut's Wah Wah Hut
01412215279
Crazy P/Andrew Divine/Simon
Bigheat Arches 0141 221 4001
Duran Duran SECC 0141 248 3000
Hundred Reasons Barfly
0870907 0999
Mick Talbot/Steve White/Damon
Minchella ABC2 0141 204 5151
The Saw Doctors Barrowlands
0141552 4601

HARROGATE
The King Bs Blues Bar
01423 566881

HERTFORD
Days Ago/Tuba Head/Eracol
Marquee Club 01992 414242

Chris stillhasn’t sorted
his ear infection, then

' ATWYCOME

Psyche Out/Fell City Girl/
Cats And Cats And Cats/You
Slut/The Wutars White Horse
01494 527672

Monster Killed By Lazer/Johnny
Poindexter/Ten Seconds Of
Chaos Packhorse 0113 245 3980

Armor For Sleep/Idiot Pilot/
Chiodos Charlotte 0116 255 3956
Devilish Presley/The Fourty
Fours/Belvoir Suite/The Lusts
Attik 0116 222 3800
LIVERPOOL
Club NME Presents... LittI’ans
Carling Academy 0870 7712000
The Diesel Fitters/Dom Newton/
Richie McGuirk/Tom George
Barfly Bar 0151 707 6171
Echo & The Bunnymen Carling
Academy 0870 7712000

The Horrors, Holloway \
Road Rocket, London

Inner City Sumo/The Alphites/
Apatt/Outl4w/Brute Forsyth
Barfly @ Masque 0151 707 6171

Club NME Presents...
Cagedbaby/Braund Reynolds
Koko 0207 387 0428
Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft Earls
Court Exhibition Hall SW5
0870903 9033

The Delta Blues/Vibration
White Finger/Black Cab
Camden Barfly NW1

0870907 0999

Free Repeater/Dancing With
Henry/Jason & The Astronauts
King's Cross Water Rats WC1
0207336 7326

Freefaller Highbury Corner
Garage N5 020 7607 1818

Global Noise Attack/Scintilla/
Trash Monroe/The Poise Rite
Kentish Town Bull & Gate NW5
020 7485 5358

Hard Skin/The Restarts/Death
Race/Scrotum Clamp Grosvenor
SW9 0871 223 7992

The Horrors/Blood Safari
Holloway Road Rocket N7

020 7753 3200

Hyper/Loose Cannons Old Street
Cargo EC2 020 7613 7731

m Friday Night with
Jonathan Ross
10.35pm BBC1

Dave Grohl provides Wossy with
some Foo for thought.

= The Music Week

7pm BBC 6Music
Find out how much former
Christmas Number Oners get in
royalties this time of year.

S48 wWww.nme.com/gigs or 08701663 66

Jackson Warehouse/Plugs/

1 Love You Goodbye/George
Bethnal Green Pleasure Unit E2
020 7729 0167

Joeyfat/Shooting At Unarmed
Men Buffalo Bar N1 020 7359 6191
Kino Charing Cross Road
Borderline WC2 020 7734 5547

M Craft Aldgate East Spitz E1

020 7392 9032

Milk Kan Jamm SW9

020 7274 5537

Mono Taxi/The Mules/The
Sequins/Happy Attack Brixton
Windmill SW2 020 8671 0700

The November Five/Sex Machina
Islington Hope'n’Anchor N1

020 7354 1312

One Eyed Jacks/The View/Pretty
Polly Kingston Peel 020 8546 3516
Orange Goblin/Scissorfight/
Blood Island Raiders Camden
Underworld NW1 020 7482 1932
Seven Seconds Of Love/Sucker/
The Cuban Heels/The Vamps
Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773

Sol Devious 12 Bar Club WC2
020 7916 6989

Blondie Carling Apollo

0870 401 8000

From Mars Ashton Under Lyne,
Witchwood 0161 344 0321
Misty’s Big Adventure/
Myoho/The Lounge Academy 3
0161275 2930

Delirious? Carling Academy
0870 7712000
NORTHALLERTON

The Hair/Syncrownized New
County Arms 01609 775 733

Future Ex-Wife/Thousands Of
Reflections/Kudzu Junktion 7
0115 911 6959
Thanksgiving/Cape Wrath
Raffles Arts Café

OXFORD
A Silent Film/Harry Angel/
Bombshoe/A Suitable Case For
Treatment Zodiac 01865 420042

Connie Lush Boardwalk

0114 279 9090

Daybreak DnR 0114 275 3750
SOUTHAMPTON

The Fight/Flaming Homer/

Secluded/Second Skin Joiners

023 8022 5612

Mo Indigo Talking Heads

023 80555899
SUNDERLAND

The Abcds Boulevard

01915673938

Bad Obsession Furnace
01793534238

WOLVERHAMPTON
Die So Fluid/Not So
Superheroes/Planet
01902 421991

The Yards National Centre For
Early Music 01904 658338

m

4pm BBC 6Music

Some Coldplayers parachute in to
talk about this, that, ‘X&Y’.

m BBC Four
Sessions

9pm BBC4
Antony And The Johnsons
performasetina London church.

Callsarechargedat
nationalstandardrate

17/24 December 2005 NME 95



SATURDA

December 17

Stereo Glow/Arrowspeed Café
Drummond 01224 624642

Reuben West End Centre
01252 330040

7 Seconds Of Love Moles
01225 404445
BIRMINGHAN

Duran Duran NEC 0121 780 4133

The Shocks/Blackballoon

Flapper & Firkin 0121 236 2421
210t 8 ]

Hard Skin/The Restarts/Combat
Shock Freebutt 01273 603974

Jane Taylor Folk House
0117 926 2987
Loud Ugly & Crap Louisiana
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01223 474144

Nigel Clark Band/Niko/Selfish
Kings Barfly 029 2066 7658

Cruel Humanity Victoria Inn
01332 740091

Club NME Presents... Station:
Project School Of Art
0141 353 4530
Embrace/The Bees SECC
0141248 3000
Mr David Viner & The Holy
Redeemers/Raising Kain
Barfly 0870 907 0999
Terra Diablo/Your
Scarecrow/All My Logic King
Tut's Wah Wah Hut
01412215279
Yellowcard Garage
01413321120
Jed Thomas Band Blues Bar
01423 566881
Free At Last Marquee Club
01992 414242

HU
The Landaus/The Vels Welly Club
01482 221113
[LEEDS |
The Bazaars/The Labels/
Bazooka Josephine Mixing Tin
0113 246 8899
Buen Chico/Lusk/July Rising
Vine 0113 203 1821
New Minds Eye/Santa Carla/The
Jakpot Carpe Diem 0113 243 6264
New Model Army Metropolitan
University 0113 283 2600
0 Fracas/Fear Of Music/Wax
Planet Faversham 0113 245 8817
The Quireboys/Planet Of Women
Cockpit 0113 244 3446

Sonic Boom 6 Attik 0116 222 3800
UK Subs/The Vibrators/
Barnyard Masturbator/Small
Print Charlotte 0116 255 3956
Delirious University, Academy 4
0151 256 5555

'.

Macca, bless him: we all

shrink with age y’know

Book nowwith [\'] 1=
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Echo & The Bunnymen/The
Little Flames Carling Academy
08707712000
Players/Quincy Jones’ Fat Mum
University, Academy 3
0151 256 5555

DNDON
Armor For Sleep/Idiot Pilot/
Chiodos Highbury Corner Garage
N5 020 7607 1818
Blondie/Hugh Cornwell
Shepherds Bush Empire
0870 771 2000
Dexter Bentley/Wet Dog/Male/
Jail 12 Bar Club wC2
020 7916 6989
Emma Peel Fan Club Kentish
Town Forum NW5 020 7344 0044
Foo Fighters/The Futureheads
Earls Court Exhibition Hall SW5
0870903 9033
Gallows/The Abner/Kisai Falls
Camden Barfly NwW1
0870 907 0999
InMe Charing Cross Road Astoria
WC2 020 7434 0403
Indigo Down/Little Monkeys
Leicester Square Marquee W1
0207336 7326

The Futureheads,
Earls Court, London

Los Skeletones/Rhesus/The
Favours/Fuzz Valentine Camden
Dublin Castle NW1 020 7485 1773
Mike Sanchez Oxford Street 100
Club W1 020 7636 0933

My Pet Me/Enter Shakiri/Fell
Silent Islington Carling Bar
Academy N1 0870 166 3663
S*M*A*S*H/My Luminaries/The
Cut/The Heartwear Process
King’s Cross Water Rats WC1
02073367326

The Saw Doctors Carling Academy
Islington N1 0870 771 2000
Scorching Bay/John Metcalfe
South Bank Purcell Room SE1
0207960 4242

The Shakes/The Shook/The
Brights Charing Cross Road
Borderline WC2 020 7734 5547
The Sloanes/The Butterflies/
The Dead Roads Islington
Hope’n’Anchor N1 020 7354 1312
Status Quo Wembley Arena
Pavilion 0870 739 0739

IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT TO A GIG...

LI Dermot O’Lea
s 5pm Radio 2

Noel and Liam Gallagher will Be
There Then, then.

el n

8.30pm Radio 2

The story of the ‘Strange Days’ and
‘LA Women'’ of The Doors.

TR

Stereophonics/The Subways
Wood Green Alexandra Palace N22
020 8365 2121
Super Smile/Movie/The
Blacklines/The Wonderful All
Stars Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NW5 020 7485 5358
Teish 0’Day/Kyoshi/Blue Rose/
FLNE/Thomas Jay Angel Lark In
The Park N1 020 7278 5781
This Is Menace/The Lucky 9/
Send More Paramedics/The
Ghost Of A Thousand Mean
Fiddler WC2 020 7434 9592
Treecreeper/The Tailors Brixton
Windmill SW2 020 8671 0700
Urban Voodoo Machine Aldgate
East Spitz E1 020 7392 9032
Vincent Vincent And The
Villains/Kill Kill Disconnect
Kingston Peel 020 8546 3516
| MANCHESTER |
The Pogues Evening News Arena
0161950 5000
T
Demob Soundhaus 01604 250898
Alias/Christ The Social
0115 950 5078
DJ Format Rescue Rooms
0115 958 8484
Swimming/ASA/We Show
Up On Radar Junktion 7
0115 911 6959
Club NME Presents... Pure
Reason Revolution Castle
0161 626 4237
Fell City Girl/Sunnyvale
Noise Subelement/Richard
Walters/Aisle 22 Zodiac
01865 420042
Silver Beatles Wedgewood
Rooms 023 9286 3911
[SHEFFIELD |
Glory Days Boardwalk
0114 279 9090
The Stranglers Corporation
0114 276 0262
(STOKE |
Club NME Presents... Little Man
Tate/Pro Forma Underground
01782 219944
Derrin Neuendorf & Jamie
0’Keefe Talking Heads
023 8055 5899
Fleeing New York/The Dirty
Whites/Edward J Hicks Lennons
023 8057 0460
Hard-Fi/Humanzi Guildhall
023 8063 2601
Stu Dent & The Wankers Joiners
02380225612
WINDON
Truth Be Told/Baysix/
Chokeslam/Shadow Law Furnace
01793 534238
Anti Nowhere League Forum
08712777101

JOn

Hundred Reasons/Brigade
Fibbers 01904 651 250

Chaos And
Creation
10.30pm BBC2
Paul McCartney shows a live

audience how he writes songs.

e
Coldpla;

11.30pm Channel 4
Coldplay sing a bit in front of the
Brooklyn Academy Of Music.

|

| SUNDAY

December18

The Kingswingers Moles
01225 404445

Oasis/Shack Odyssey
028 9073 9074

DMINGHAN

Daniel Powter Carling

Academy 2 0121 262 3000

Exploder/Sicfelt/

Sixdaysober/Blood Of The

Enemy/Superreal/Sweet

Seduction/The Harpies/

State Of Serenity

Edwards No 8

0121 643 5835

Players Carling Bar

Academy 0121 262 3000
BR HTON

Flannel/Los Albertos

Concorde 2 01273 673311
B U

The Advocate

Generals/Transit Cop/

Kashmir Fleece 0117

9450996

The Avenue/Eleven

Eleven Louisiana

0117 926 5978

Sweet Laredo/3D/Tim

Thorne Folk House

0117 926 2987

Rachel Taylor-
Beales/Rhodri Welsh
Barfly 029 2066 7658

1 \ B IR H
Tyrant Lizard Kings Liquid Rooms
0131225 2564

Nixon & The Burn/Kolo & White

Lies Cavern Club 01392 495370
ReCOW

The Cinematics/The Fratellis/

Recliner King Tut's Wah Wah Hut

01412215279

Drive By Argument/Mia/

Tempercalm Barfly

0870907 0999

Emma Pollock Upstairs At The

Barfly 0870 907 0999

Pelican ABC 0870 903 3444

ARROGA
CJ Smith & The Renegades Blues
Bar 01423 566881

Fallen/Burn Paradise Charlotte
0116 255 3956

LIVERPOOL
Fear Of Music/The Circle Carling
Academy 2 0870 771 2000
Mark Owen Barfly @ Masque
0151707 6171
The Void/Eventide/
Karmatruffle/The Light/Monic
Cavern Club 0151 236 1964

DNDON

Foo Fighters/Supergrass/
Millionaire Earls Court Exhibition
Hall SW5 0870 903 9033
High Rise/The Rollinson Affair/
The Red Shift/Great White Hope
Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773
James Yorkston The Luminaire

NW6 020 7372 7123

ordinary Boys all fail to colour-
coordinate with that door

¥
— 4 -

2
'rlle_ Lancaster Bombers,
Social, London

A4

The Lancaster Bombers/The
Shots Oxford Circus Social W1 020

7636 4992

Orenda Fink/May Day/Prego
Charing Cross Road Borderline WC2
020 7734 5547

Oxen Of The Sun/Manic Cough/
Asja Auf Capri/Hot Silk Pockets/
Ghost Club Aldgate East Spitz E1
020 73929032

Prix/The Unfortunates/Lance
Uppercut Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NW5 020 7485 5358

The Red Chord/Mistress/Reth/
Hangover Heartattack Camden
Underworld NW1 020 7482 1932
Roland Shanks/The Capes
Brixton Windmill SW2

020 86710700

Shakin’ Stevens Shepherds Bush
Empire 0870 771 2000
Silverscreen/Jynxt/Jaks/
Magnateek/Allie McCann Angel
Lark In The Park N1 020 7278 5781
This Is Menace Charing Cross
Road Mean Fiddler WC2

020 7434 9592

Duran Duran Evening News Arena
0161 950 5000

Other Side Of Sound/Probe/
Silverwing/Alecto Academy 3
0161 275 2930

Yellowcard Academy 2

0161 275 2930

| NEWCASTLE |
Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft Metro

Radio Arena 0870 707 8000

m 8.50am Channel 4

1an Brown sings ‘Rudolph The Red
Nosed Reindeer’.

Last ever show sees Pete Mitchell
say goodbye with guests New
order and Brian Wilson.

% www.nme.com/gigs or 0870 1663 663 ===

Le Cedar
Noir Head Of Steam
0191 232 4379
Tens & Units Egypt Cottage
0191232 0218
NGO NGCHAM
The Stranglers/stiff Little
Fingers/The Beat/Anti Nowhere
League/Neville Staples Rock City
0115941 2544
OXFORD
Hard-Fi/Humanzi Brookes
University 01865 484750
PETERBOROUGH
Enter Shikari/To Her Horror/Fell
Silent/Khalo/Erika Black Met
Lounge 01733 566100
PORTSMOUTH
Levellers/Seth Lakeman
Guildhall 023 9282 4355

Dead Like Harry/Linda Business

Boardwalk 0114 279 9090

Richard Hawley Leadmill

0114 2212828
DUTHAMPTCU

iForward, Russia'/Paper Cuts/

Dead! Dead! Dead! Joiners

023 8022 5612

The Proclaimers Albert Hall
01786 473544

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Ariel X/4th wall/Aurora Forum
08712 777101

Throwdown/Last Chance To
Dance Fibbers 01904 651 250

i New Kings Of
Rock & Roll
1am Channel 4
Extraordinary sets from The
ordinary Boys and FFAF.

El

m Later with Jools
8pm Virgin Radio Holland

lamBBC2

ArcadeFire: the best thingto come
out of Canada since maple syrup.
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So Am I/Rush And The Fighter
Pilots Moles 01225 404445

Oasis/Shack Odyssey
028 9073 9074

BIRN HAN
Mark Owen Barfly 0870 907 0999
Skindred/Devil Sold His Soul/
Sicfelt Edwards No 8
0121 643 5835

BRIGHTON
The Eighties Matchbox B-Line
Disaster Concorde 2 01273 673311

Bad Manners Fleece

0117 945 0996

Chic Thug Louisiana 0117 926 5978
AMBRIDGE

Decline/Sometime Never/End It

On This Portland Arms

01223 357268

Broken Sleep/Doloroso/

Benchmark Barfly 029 2066 7658
DERBY

Swimming/The Late Grates/Dew

Victoria Inn 01332 740091

Robolint/Resonate/Ben
Goddard Cavern Club
01392 495370

Misty’s Big Adventure/Kalieda
King Tut's Wah Wah Hut
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Pen Knife Love Life/Laruso Vine
01132031821

Random Logic/Alternate
Reality/The Jist
Charlotte 0116 255 3956

Active M/Opus Bridge/
First Subject/Black
Light UK/The Deads
Shepherds Bush Bush
Hall W12 020 8222 6955
Black Eyed Peas
Hammersmith Carling
Apollo W6

0870 606 3400

Bleed The Sky/Bridge
To Solace Camden
Underworld NW1

020 7482 1932

Broken Social Scene
Old Street Cargo EC2
02076137731

Daniel Powter Carling
Academy Islington N1
0870 771 2000
Destrega/The
Articles/
Markapeace/Pod
Kentish Town Bull &
Gate NW5

020 7485 5358

Future Kings of
England/Joana

& The Wolf/
Flowstate/Tamsin
Wharley Aldgate

East Spitz E1
0207392 9032

TINTHE Do youwanttogetyour

Hard-Fi Charing Cross Road
Astoria WC2 020 7434 0403
Hell Is For Heroes/Jacobs
Stories/Metronomes Kingston
Peel 020 8546 3516

Hiatus/Fei Comodo/The Soviet
Ladykillers/Bad Innocence
Brixton Telegraph SW2

020 8678 0777

Hot Chip Trash @ The End

020 7419 9199

The Human League Kentish Town
Forum NW5 020 7344 0044
Husky/Philadelphia Spectrum/
Zacharious Carls Group/The
Jack stafford Foundation
Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773

Karma Truffle/Thinking People’s
Society/C*Bob/Mirror Signal
Crash Islington Hope’'n’Anchor N1
0207354 1312

Les Incompetents/Robochrist/
Mike Newsham Tottenham Court
Road Metro Club W1

0207437 0964

Mr David Viner/The Bishops/
OMDS/Jo Hertz Oxford Circus
Social W1 020 7636 4992
Norton/Just Wendy Charing Cross
Road Borderline WC2

020 7734 5547

Planet Of Women/Mohair/Joan
Ov Arc Camden Barfly NW1

0870 907 0999

Ray/Blue Racoon/Lunar Jet
Man/Video Fan King’s Cross Water
Rats WC1 020 7336 7326

Hard-Fi, Astoria, London

uence
7pm BBC 6Music

Go ahead, listen to DonLetts - the
man who made that Clash doc.

m 9pm Radio 1

Lamacq’s is packed with guests The
Futureheads, Morning Runner
and the Kaisers.

gigs and submit your free listing. Entries must

Roland Shanks Bethnal Green
Pleasure Unit E2 020 7729 0167

VIANCH R

| MANCHESTER |
Akuma/Forgotten Hopefuls/The

Lava Beds/The People Involved
Academy 2 0161 275 2930
Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft
Evening News Arena
0161950 5000
BROUGH
Club NME Presents... Black Wire
Empire 01642 253553
NEWCE A

Club NME Presents... Pure
Reason Revolution Other Room
0191 261 9755
Enter Shaikari Head Of Steam
0191 232 4379
Viva Melodica/Syris Cooperage
0191 233 2940

OXFORD
Throwdown/lonica/Sow Zodiac
01865 420042

ViIDD

Sub Tonics/The Audio Riot/
General Disarray/Loyal Concept
Boardwalk 0114 279 9090
SOUTHAMPTON
Robby And The Raindeers/
Schoolboy Error/Speaking Of
Losers/Harpoon Larsen Joiners
0238022 5612
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Kobrakai/Monocracy/The
Heaters Forum 08712 777101

God Forbid/Mendeed/Kingsize
Blues Fibbers 01904 651 250

m Green Day: Live
In Milton Keynes
12am Channel 4

Green Day are the dons of MK this
evening.

m Later With Jools
Holland

12.55am BBC2

Yo! Mofo! Come watch The Go!
Team.

made at least three weel

December 20

MNINGHAN

Ocean Colour Scene
Carling Academy
0121 262 3000
UB40 NEC
0121780 4133

H U
Souls/First Of The
Giants Louisiana
0117 926 5978

AMBRID

Enter Shikari Portland
Arms 01223 357268
May Contain Nuts/The
Wheelchair Getaway
Drivers/The Blocked
Barfly 029 2066 7658
The Strollers/The
Void Club Victoria Inn
01332 740091

Blondie Olympia
00 3531679 3323

U
God Forbid/
Mendeed/Kingsize
Blues Barfly
0870907 0999
Sucioperro/
What The Blood
Revealed/Orko/Red
Snowman King Tut’s
Wah Wah Hut
01412215279
Club NME
Presents... Pure
Reason Revolution
Tokyo 01484
432100

Free Diamonds/Itch/Let
Airplanes Circle Overhead
Packhorse 0113 245 3980

Holy Crap! My Face!/Late Night
Dog Fight/Dungeon Nun/
Vivafriends The Common Place
08453457334

New Legends/Your Fatal Error/
Red Room Theory Cockpit

0113 244 3446

Despondent/Pendleton/Switch

NX/Skatch/Doof Attik

0116 222 3800

skindred/Devil Sold His Soul/

For Sale Charlotte 0116 255 3956
LIVERPOOL

Dead Men Walking/The 5-0’s

Cavern Club 0151 236 1964

The Bazookas/Shock Defeat/
Eddy Fink/The Monks Kitchen
Shoreditch On The Rocks E2
0207278 1074

Chase/This Machine/The
Twice/The Gullivers Camden
Caernarvon Castle NW1
0207284 0219

Chrome Hoof White Heat @
Madame Jo Jo's W1 020 7734 2473
The Coal Porters/Blind Willie
And Poor Boys Oxford Circus
Social W1 020 7636 4992

Delays are tobe

TUESDAY

»n

The Hot Puppies, Kings
Cross Water Rats, London

The Darling Reds/

Eastroad Bethnal Green Pleasure
Unit E2 020 7729 0167

The Hot Puppies/The Lonely
Band/Hickey King’s Cross Water
Rats WC1 020 7336 7326

Nizlopi Charing Cross Road
Borderline WC2 020 7734 5547
Pelican King’s Cross Scala N1
0207833 2022

The Pogues/Dropkick Murphys
Brixton Carling Academy Brixton
SW9 020 7771 3000

Rod Stewart Earls Court Exhibition
Hall Sw5 0870 903 9033
Sludgefeast/Ghouls Aloud/
Computerman Brixton Windmill
SW2 020 8671 0700

Testswitch Isolator/Clone The
Fragile/The Author Kingston Peel
020 8546 3516

Throwdown Camden Barfly NW1
0870 907 0999

Vanlustbader Tottenham Court
Road Metro Club W1

020 7437 0964
Wirelake/Run:Stop/The Bad
Robots Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NW5 020 7485 5358

The Young Playthings/

Hundred Handed/An
Emergency/Neat People The
Luminaire NW6 020 7372 7123

22
Ticket

10pm BBC 6Music
PJHarvey talks and plays.
Occasionally at the same time!

m New Kings Of
Rock’n’Roll
12.40am Channel 4

Delays dilly-dally from the Carling

] .
M Academy in Islington.

includedin the bigﬁt and best weekly music l?ﬁ ﬁuide? dic‘l’(f%e togilgdn:i:g?w
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Daniel Powter Academy 2

0161 275 2930

Silent Partners/Kni9hts/The
Tides/The Winsome Roadhouse
0161228 1789

Sneinton Stooges/The
Spazzmatics/Fix It Kid Junktion 7
0115 911 6959

PORTSMOUTH
The Exposed/Humungus
Douglas/It’s All About The Tunes
These Days Wedgewood Rooms
0239286 3911
Kev Hardy/Andy & Jack/Dawn
Chorus Edge Of The Wedge
0239286 3911

One Eleven Band Boardwalk

0114 279 9090
SOUTHAMPTON

Arnie Cottrell & Rick Tarrant/

Simply Gone Talking Heads

023 80555899

Eve’s Only Son/Jarvis Fields/

Liner/The Pleasant Sounds

Joiners 023 8022 5612
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

Get Cape, Wear Cape, Fly/

Elegant Bachelors Forum

08712 777101

m Later With Jools
Holland

12.55am BBC2

New Order and The Coral play for
me Jooly.

Advent 2005
10.15pm BBC4
David Bowie duets with Bing
Croshy in today’s window of this TV
musical advent calendar.
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Paul DiAnno/Maiden Scotland
Café Drummond 01224 624642

Ben Hill Porter Cellar Bar
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Blondie Waterfront

028 9033 4455

Coldplay/Richard Ashcroft

0Odyssey 028 9073 9074
BIRMINGHAM

UB40 NEC 0121 780 4133

Doreen Doreen Fleece

Kilo-C/The A470 Experiment/
Private Sector Barfly
029 2066 7658

DERBY
Blind Ignorance/Enemo J/Gift
Wrapped Fist/Grim Olde Victoria
Inn 01332 740091

Oasis/Shack Point

0870 903 3444
The Proclaimers Carling Academy
0870 771 2000
skindred Barfly
0870 907 0999
HARROGATE
Redwood Thinkers Blues
Bar 01423 566881
HAS N
Chas’n’Dave Brass Monkey
01273 685906

Ellis Wayman Marquee
Club 01992 414242

Electra Kill/Pigeons
Will Rule Primrose
0113 262 1368

The Rain Dogs/The
Durbervilles New
Roscoe 0113 246 0778

Jif/Digital Garden/

Apache Rose/King

Gale’s Harem Charlotte

0116 255 3956

Tired Irie/Fight

Fire With Water/

Maybeshewill/

Dragonflies Draw

Flame Attik

0116 222 3800
VERPOC

God Forbid/

Mendeed/Kingsize

Blues Barfly @ Masque

0151707 6171

IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT TO A GIG...
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Beckloves a good sunset

these days. It’s behiiind you!
3] -

Booknowwith [\
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DNDON
Duran Duran Earls Court
Exhibition Hall SW5 0870 903 9033
The Good Cause/Tinnitus/Jok/
Vehicle Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773
Hawkwind Charing Cross Road
Astoria WC2 020 7434 0403
Johnny Panic/The Suffrajets/
Fatels Camden Barfly NW1
0870 907 0999
Man Vs Blender/Tocara/
Eliminator Jr/Snakebite/
Forcecontra Highbury Corner
Garage N5 020 7607 1818
Mark Thomas/Robert Newman
Shepherds Bush Empire
0870 7712000
The Mispent Bethnal Green
Pleasure Unit E2 020 7729 0167
Ms Ls Allstars/Hey Negrita
Oxford Circus Social W1
020 7636 4992
New Shapes/Second Sun/
Waylaid/Moto Ramm Purple
Turtle NW1 020 7383 4976
Niall Barker/Ray/The Black
Watch 12 Bar Club WC2
020 7916 6989
Nick Hall/Kovak/0Olly Knight
Highbury Corner Upstairs At The
Garage N5 020 7607 1818
The Players Carling Academy
Islington N1 0870 771 2000
The Pogues/Dropkick Murphys
Brixton Carling Academy Brixton
SW9 020 7771 3000
Punish The Atom/You Slut/The
Colony Brixton Windmill SW2
020 86710700
The Sneer/Easi/The Blissetts/
Deceit Camden Caernarvon Castle
NW1 020 7284 0219

New Shapes, Purple
Turtle, London

Stigmatyr/Class War Croydon

Cartoon 020 8239 1616

The Sunbirds/Seeing Scarlet/

Lynfield Leicester Square Marquee

W1 020 7336 7326

Trencher/Art Of Burning Water/

Tiger Force/Silent Front Aldgate

East Spitz E1 020 7392 9032

V-Twin/1990’s Notting Hill Arts

Club W11 020 7460 4459

Vitalic Nag Nag Nag

The Whatcha-Gonna-Do-About-

Its Betsy Trotwood 020 7336 7326
ITANCH .

Bill Davro & The Popes/The

Walkers/Rob McCulloch/Lee

McMahon Night And Day Café

0161 236 1822

NC

A'ls For Ape/Weeble/Bud
Junktion 7 0115 911 6959

The Electric Soft Parade/
Trademark/Dusty Sound
System/The Walkoff/The Black
Madonnas Zodiac 01865 420042

p DROUGH
Hypo Psycho/Radicus/Yellow
Snow Met Lounge 01733 566100

D VOU H
Rolling Dog/Psyattica/Ha! Ha!
Party People Wedgewood Rooms
023 9286 3911
DUTH

The Deads/Red Sky/Inept/
Mucky Fingers Joiners
023 8022 5612

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Zucchini/Intraverse/Ripchord
Forum 08712 777101

AMPTON

Rick Witter & The Dukes Fibbers
01904 651 250

m Later With Jools " Red Hot Chili
Holland Peppers

12.55am BBC2
Beck shows up with his two
turntables and a microphone.

New Kings Of

Rock’n’Roll
12.50am Channel 4
The Vines play a fair dinkum set to
loads of screamin’ Sheilas.

Lnlhad o

2.30amITV1

The story of ‘Blood Sugar Sex
Magic.

v

1pmE4

The Chiefs play in the hippyville
that is San Fransisco.

Kaiser Chiefs
Live At Fillmore

THURSDAY

December 22

ABERD N

Broughes Café Drummond
01224 624642

Dynamo’s Rhythm Aces/Bucky/
Francois Moles 01225 404445
Pete Roe/Phil King Porter Cellar
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GBH/Drongos For Europe Carling
Academy 2 0121 262 3000

The Priory/The Fakulty/lasonic/
Reed Stone Overboard Carling
Bar Academy 0121 262 3000
Tierce De Picardie/The Bleak/
Kid Captain Flapper & Firkin

BRISTOL
Los Conios Louisiana
0117 926 5978

CAMBRIDGE
Delphi/The Beards/The LockUp
Cycling Club Man On The Moon
Miss Black America/The
Visions/Tommy Twist Portland

o
=t
N
-
N
w
[sN
N
S
N
—_

>
=
3
@
o
=
N
N
w
w
o
N
N
[N
[

God Forbid/Mendeed/Kingsize
Blues Barfly 029 2066 7658
People In Planes/Leaving The
Capital Clwb Ifor Bach

DERBY
3 Stories High/Effervescent/
Wagstaffe/Blacktop/4 Step
Process/One Gone No More
Victoria Inn 01332 740091

DUB \
Oasis/Shack Point
0035318363633

DINBURGH

Skindred Studio 24 0131 558 3758
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Adequate 7/Boom In The
Diamond Industry Cavern Club
01392 495370

DW
Idlewild Barrowlands
0141552 4601
Julia Thirteen/Lexxi/The
Schitzophonics Barfly
0870 907 0999
Ocean Colour Scene ABC
0870903 3444

4ft Fingers Guildhall Arts Centre
01452 505089

Misty’s Big Adventure/Rosalita
Cock & Pye 01473 254213

45 Revolutions/July Rising/New
York Alcoholic Anxiety Attack
Mixing Tin 0113 246 8899
Sniper/Badwell Ash Packhorse
0113 245 3980

The Solicitors New Roscoe
0113246 0778

Firebrand/Acid Bubblegum/The

POU
The Idiot Rate/Ji/Codeca/April
In May Barfly @ Masque
0151707 6171

The snow had melted from
Romeo’s face, thus making
himlook less like Santa

The Suffrajets,
Kings Cross water
Rats, London

A 4

Phil Jones Band/

Holden Cavern Club 0151 236 1964
DNDON

53rd & 3rd Brixton Windmill SW2

020 8671 0700

Ardisson/Kansas City Prophets/

Cursominer/Snapmouth/Moq

Aldgate East Spitz E1

02073929032

Big Hand/Live Sciences/Divided

Opinions Camden Barfly NW1

0870 907 0999

Delirious? Shepherds Bush Empire

08707712000

The Delphian Complex/The

W.L.F.E./My Empire Clockwork N1

020 7837 5387

Geko/Teeth Band/The Tripods

Croydon Cartoon 020 8239 1616

Jarvis Fields/The Rise/

Retrospekt/Morning Lane

Bethnal Green Pleasure Unit E2

020 7729 0167

The Modern Soho Madame Jo Jo’s

W1 020 7734 2473

Nothin’ To Lose/Skintight

Jaguars/Renegade Playboys/

Cavalar Camden Underworld NW1

020 74821932

The Pogues/Dropkick Murphys

Brixton Carling Academy Brixton

SW9 020 7771 3000

The Raid/They Drove Me To It/

The Wheels Angel Lark In The Park

N1 020 7278 5781

Riding Lights/Friends Of Luca

Brasi 12 Bar Club WC2

0207916 6989

The Rocks/The Flying

Medallions/Electricity Comes

From Other Planets/Tiger

Moth/Kutosis/Olympus Mons/

Cheenah Aldgate East Rhythm

Factory E1 020 7247 9386

Shadow Side/Heroic Doses

Kingston Peel 020 8546 3516

Later With Jools
Holland

12.55am BBC2

Indie-pop heaven as A And The J’'s

and The Magic Numbers perform.

Who Killed The
Rolling Stone?
1am More4
Like an episode of Midsommer
Murders without Bergerac.

Sixtoes/The Shaker Heights/
The Revivals/Marvyn Oates
Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773
Stumble/Teamonkey/
Wherewithal/Pocket Promise
Camden Caernarvon Castle NW1
0207284 0219
The Suffrajets/Resolute/Murkin
King's Cross Water Rats WC1
0207336 7326
The Surgens/Caroline Martin/
Matt Mower/David Sugar Betsy
Trotwood 020 7336 7326
Tan-Hauser Gate/Freud/Albany
Highbury Corner Garage N5
0207607 1818
Zatopeks/Buzztone/The Blank
Heads/Beyond Repair/Ramraid
The Offy Highbury Corner Upstairs
At The Garage N5 020 7607 1818
Dresden/The Clerks/The Former
Bullies/Behind Green Lights
Night And Day Café 0161 236 1822

U

A Million Voices The Social
0115 950 5078

Tarpot/Pillow Talk Junktion 7
0115 911 6959

v
0 DRD

Harry Angel/The Invisible/The
Corvids Zodiac 01865 420042

Cellarhigh/Volcanoes/Avida
Dollars Grapes 0114 249 0909
Limehouse Lizzy Boardwalk
0114 279 9090

SOUTHAMPTON
Wireless/Silent Radio/Dawn
Chorus/Afrosnatchers Joiners
023 8022 5612

Rick Witter & The Dukes Fibbers
01904 651 250

Fairytale Of New
York

11.30pm BBC3

The fairytale behind the best

Christmas song ever.

m John Peel’s
Record Box
11.55pm More4

Peel’s widow, Sheila Ravenscroft,
talks about his record collection.

% Www.nme.com/gigs or 08701663 663 ===
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December 23

Badge Café Drummond
01224 62464,

BADN v

Peacock Avenue/The Scrub/
Double Yellow Lines Citrus Room
07763 514801

The Heavy Moles 01225 404445
SRITH

HAN

i

Alaska/Curzon Circle/Distant
Signal Carling Bar Academy
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B U
Ortha/Daddy Fantastic/Jam
Foundation Concorde 2
01273 673311

BRISTOL
Monsoon Lush Folk House
0117 926 2987

CAMBRIDGE
Die Away From Me/Midnight
Crazies/The Modal Monks/Sky
Quintent/Free Will And The Bad
Influences Man On The Moon

We Are Trees Barfly
029 2066 7658

Olly Alcock Band Richmond Hall,
Brickyard 01228 512220

November Sun Victoria Inn

A OW
The Beatstalkers Barrowlands
0141552 4601
The Pit/Stitch The
Arches 0141 565 1023
Trap 6/The Wheels/
Sneaky Pete Barfly
0870 907 0999
Another Story/
Waylaid/Subpop
Sunday/Eracol
Marquee Club
01992 414242
The Lies/Rob Nichols
Mixing Tin
0113 246 8899
Needs Fire/SSA/
Sellout Flaw/Blind
Alberto Packhorse
0113 245 3980
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The Da Da Kings/
The Displacements/
Massuko Charlotte
0116 255 3956
Pacific Ocean
Fire/Don’s Mobile
Barbers Upstairs At
The Charlotte

0116 255 3956
Random
Outcome/Egg Me
Happy Attik

0116 222 3800

Day With Mary/
Twin Method/
Duty Paid Barfly
Loft @ Masque
0151707 6171

Hope there’s no spelling
errors in Editors’ CD inl

%

Velvetine/Plastix/Marsha
Swanson/Green Car Legacy
Cavern Club 0151 236 1964
DNDON
Bob’s Goodtime Blues The
Luminaire NW6 020 7372 7123
Bonar Law/The Stetsons/Hotel
ukraine/The Fuss Camden Dublin
Castle NW1 020 7485 1773
Furthest Drive Home/My Turn
To Kill/Cadavorama/9 Months
Waiting Highbury Corner Upstairs
At The Garage N5 020 7607 1818
The Genome Project/Souther
still/Ben Griffith Betsy Trotwood
0207336 7326
The Greenwall/The Dyls/Dirty
Sweets Angel Lark In The Park N1
0207278 5781
Isobel/The Super Nashwan
Kids/Broadwalk Highbury Corner
Garage N5 020 7607 1818
Men From Del’Monte/Ctrl Alt
Delete Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NWS5 020 7485 5358
Metro Riots/Vincent/Crash
Convention/The Bishops/
Hatcham Social Brixton Windmill
SW2 020 8671 0700
My 21 Grams/City On Fire/The
Avenue Camden Barfly NW1
0870 907 0999
Page Charing Cross Road
Borderline WC2 020 7734 5547
Red Storm Rising/What About
Chad? Kingston Peel
020 8546 3516

M'etro Riots, Brixton
Windmill, London

m Friday Night Wi
Jonathan Ross
10.35pm BBCI

Richard Ashcroft plays ‘Break The
Night With Colour”.

m Later With Jools
Holland
1.05am BBC2

Birmingham’s Editors show Jools
around their ‘Back Room’.

Wilko Johnson/Wreckless
Eric/Boss Goodman’s Juke Joint
Oxford Street 100 Club W1
0207636 0933
Helloinertia/Sitting Still/ideal
Crash/0Out Of The Grey/Pauline
Taylor Night And Day Café

0161 236 1822

3 .
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Whitefire New County Arms
01609 775733

The Departure Soundhaus

01604 250898
The Varukers/Certified Junktion
7 0115 911 6959
RBEOROUGH
Quarto And/Kissing Cousins/
Buckle Street Met Lounge
01733 566100
POR VIOUTH
The Stations/The Strange Death
Of Liberal England Wedgewood
Rooms 023 9286 3911
| SHEFFIELD |
Kings Have Long Arms/The Yell/
Wrong Toy/Heart Yeah/Friends
of Batman/Thee Sheffield
Phonographic Corporation
Boardwalk 0114 279 9090
Big Red Talking Heads
023 8055 5899
The Family Joiners 023 8022 5612
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Unlabel Forum 08712 777101

m Nothing But Oasis

10amE4

An hour of @asis music videos?
You’d have to be mad... for it.

" Oasis: Live From
Manchester

2.30pm E4

Filmed earlier this year to mark the

release of ‘Don’t Believe The Truth'.

December 24-27

Dustin’s Bar
Mitzvah, Camden
Barfly, London

SATURDAY 24

Bad Manners Citrus Club
| GLASGOW |
Laker/Lucerna/Redlines King
Tut’s Wah Wah Hut 0141 221 5279
[LONDON
No Mind/Superego/The
Apparatus/Sahara Boat Club
Camden Dublin Castle NW1
02074851773

The Rips/Sol Devious Camden
Barfly NW1 0870 907 0999

ORTHANMPTON

The Litmus Kids/Days Under
Fire Soundhaus 01604 250898

Club NME Presents... Friends Of
Ken/Spectrum Fires Underground
01782 219944

Arnie Cottrell & Pete Catlin
Talking Heads 023 8055 5899

IINBRID W
Defcon Forum 08712 777101
The Nosedivers/The Tongue

Collective/Breathe Fibbers
01904 651 250

The Stuff Your Faces And Fall
Asleep In Front Of The Tellys
Your House

Aren’t they too old for monkeying

] aroundin the playground?

MONDAY 26

Billy Shears Café Drummond
01224 624642

The Snugs Moles 01225 404445
COWDENBEATH
96 Tears Junction 01383 611776
DW
Repeat To Fade/The Towers King
Tut’s Wah Wah Hut 0141 221 5279
HARROGATE
Scapegoat Kelly Blues Bar
01423 566881
LIVERPOOL
Laurent Garnier/Miss Honey
Dijon Barfly Loft @ Masque
0151707 6171
The Zutons Carling Academy
08707712000

Dustin’s Bar Mitzvah Camden
Barfly NW1 0870 907 0999
The Saints Of Insanity/Miss
Nicaragua/Breakneck Brixton
Windmill SW2 020 8671 0700

Ignition The Cooperage
0191 233 2940

BIRMINGHAM
Sabotage Left/Sweet Seduction/
The Big Bang/Augustine/Johnny

Later With Jools
Holland

Christmas Eve, 2am, BBC2

| bet Arctic Monkeys look good on

Jools’ circular studio floor.

TOTP Christmas
Special
Christmas Day, 2pm, BBC1
'05's best-selling artists play including
Coldplay and the Kaisers.

Foreigner/Clynder:Sound/The
Twang/Dirty Soul Flapper &
Firkin 0121 236 2421

AD/HD/Greg McDonald Portland
Arms 01223 357268
Ip/0Op/Pennychew/Lathkill
Victoria Inn 01332 740091

| GLASGow |
Alfonzo/Ludovico Barfly

0870 907 0999

The Grim Northern Social King
Tut’s Wah Wah Hut 0141 221 5279
[LONDON |
Junk TV/The Flygarricks/Monsta
Camden Barfly Nw1

0870907 0999

Mourning After/Operation
Monday Kentish Town Bull & Gate
NWS5 020 7485 5358

The Unabombers/Laurent
Garnier/Norman Jay/lIdjut Boys
Music Box 0161 832 1111

SOUTHAMPTON
Fatal Argument/Apnia/Aeryn/
Septic Rage Joiners 023 8022 5612
Solent City Jazzmen Talking
Heads 023 8055 5899

INBRID W

Scotch Egg/Acid Chemist/Dead
Boy Racer Forum 08712 777101

m Boxing Day, z-l.OEam, E4

Featuring TheKillers, Foo
Fighters, Queens Of The Stone
Age and Kings Of Leon.

" Later with Jools
Holland

Tues Dec 27, 1.45am, BBC2

Get an eyeful and earful of Pete
Doherty’s Babyshambolics.

INTHE Do youwant to get your gigincluded in the bi and best weekly music Ig(is%guide? Click on to NME.COM/
GUIDE gigsand

made at least three weeks in advance of the gigda

bhmit your free listing. Entries must
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HEAVY LOAD,
LONDON

Named after a song by 1970s rock legends, Free,
Heavy Load is the place to bring your air guitar,
leave your inhibitions at the door, and pretend
you’re in Almost Famous for a few hours.

Why this week? Heavy Load’s Xmas bash is all
in aid of Cancer Research UK, so you can have fun
and do something worthy at the same time! Heavy
Load’s famous 1970s light projections will also

be in full force.

What music will 1 hear? With Hippie Karen and
Heavy Load Rob on the decks, the music takes in
the best of big bad bluesy retro rock’n’roll.

So The Who, Janis Joplin, Deep Purple, The Faces
and Hendrix will all no doubt get an airing.

What else have Heavy Load done? This summer’s

best oddball festival, Tapestry Goes West; a country
rock shin-dig in a wild west theme park in Cornwall,

had late night discos in the middle of a soggy field
courtesy of the Heavy Load team.

When: Saturday December 17, 9pm-3am, and the last
Saturday of every month

Venue: The Phoenix, 37 Cavendish Square, London, W1G OPP
Cost: £3/£5 Website: www.theheavyloadclub.com

" Don’t worry, not everyone

3 therelookslikethism '

b

...orindeed, this

DJ PROFILE |EVENTS OVER XMAS

CHRIS & GILL OFFBEAT

What festive songs will you be playing?
“Either The Vandals’ ‘Oi! To The World’ or Chris
TT’s ‘Rise Up Turkeys’. The Stiff Little Fingers
cover of ‘White Christmas’ is rather fine too.”
Why should we celebrate Christmas with

you at Offheat?

“You’ll get real mistletoe to snog under, the
Offbeat Festive chart and they’ll be playlist
bingo, the return of specially brewed Offbeat
beer, plus our December 17 date is the last in our
current venue before it is refurbished and
enlarged - so you might be able to take home
bits of furniture as an early Christmas present...”
What odd things have you seen on the
dancefloor?

“There is a strange long-standing tradition where
one drunken regular spins people around by their
heads - I'm not sure if they enjoy it! And people
dancing with brown underpants on their head
following a drinks promotion. People also turn up
with yams. Or pumpkins.”

When: Chris & Gill DJ at Offbeat, fortnightly at The Raynor
Lounge, Sheffield University SU, Sheffield
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Thursday

Club Stutter at Manhattan
Bar

St. Nicholas Street, 10pm-2am,
£3/54

Cooler than an eskimo eating
Hdagen-Daz, Stutter gives you
the newest, leftfield indie.

www.club-stutter.co.ulf

Friday

Ramshackle at Bristol
Academy

Frogmore Street, 10pm-3am,
£3/£4/£5

Rock your socks off with
punk new and old, and indie
hits.

Wednesday

Club Goo at Portland Arms
Chesterton Road, 8pm-2am,
£4/55

Cambridge’s newest indie
nights starts off with some
gig action courtesy of The
Victorian English Gentlemen’s
Club, and then descends into
rock’n’roll bedlam.

Harcourt Street, 11pm-3am,
€4/€5Euro

Worship at the altar of all that
isindie and do a little dance to
everything from Franz to DFA
1970, if the moment takes you.

Sunday

| optimo atTheSub Club

Wednesday

Popscene at Clwh ifor Bach
9.30pm, £2.50/£3

A mecca for all that is
alternative - come shake your
thing to the best of chart and
retro tunes.

frww.clwh.net

Wednesday
Antics at Crawdaddy

Jamaica Street, 11pm-3am,
£5/56

Every self-respecting Scottish
clubbers’ favourite night
of the week.

A legendary mix-up,
mash-out electro
stunner of a night that
ismore than prone to a
touch of messiness.

Wednesday
Rebellious Jukebox
atWire

Call Lane, 10pm-2am,
£3.50/£4
Rebelliousisn’t the
half of it - expect

to hear the oddest
but mixture of indie
rock this side of the
weekend.

Saturday

Bad Sneakers at The
Faversham

Springfield Mount, 7.30pm-
3am, £4

0 Fracas, Fear of Music and
That Fucking Tank grace the
stage of New Yorkshire’s
flagship night.
www.thefaversham.com

RPOC
Friday

Evol at Korova

Wood Street, 10pm-3am, £4
Ladytron’s mutant punk
electro disco has Radar live
along with the Evol residents
spinning discs of sheer joy and
Doloruso from Simian.
www.clubevol.tk

Wednesday
Stylish Riots at TheScala

n;akin DJSs smile since ’63

Pentonville

Road, 8pm-late, £6

Towers of London,

The Rifles and The Needs play
this debauched but always
charming night.

www.stylishriots.co.uk

Friday

Dirty Water Club at Boston
Music Room

Junction Road, 8.30pm-3am, £6
Tonight, north London’s
premier dirty rock’n’roll night

Prolonged exposure to

effects on listeners

Email club listings to clubguide@nme.com

plays host to Holly Golightly
and The Zach Parrish Band all
the way from Texas.

TheFan Club at The Purple

Turtle

Crowndale Road, 8pm-2am,

£6/57

Classic long-running indie

night, with Sarah Blackwood

from Client guest-DJing and

live music from Exile Inside

and Fosca.
www.thefanclub.infd

Bosh at The Barfly

Chalk Farm Road, 10.30pm-
3am, £6/£10

Camden’s messiest new
night boasts The Fratellis
live, Tom Vek, Nine Black
Alps and Dogs DJing
alongside the Fallout and
tapedeck record players.

Radio Lollipop at The
Rocket
Holloway Road, 9pm-3am,
£4/56
The Horrors and Blood Safari
feature live at this night of
cutting-edge indie, and retro
rock and soul.

Saturday

Smell The Glove at The
Intrepid Fox

Wardour Street, 9pm-3am, £5
The kids from Karate Boots
bring you a metal night to be
scared of. Playing Metallica
and the Criie and KISS.

Feeling Gloomy at Bar
Academy

Parkfield Street, 10pm-3am,
£5/5£7

Just been dumped? Come
and cry into your beer with
asoundtrack of the most
depressing music of all time,
played by the DJs mums!

Punk Rock Karaoke,
Upstairs at The Garage
Highbury Corner, 8.30pm-2am,
£5/£7

Sing The Ramones witha

live backing band for the
delectation of Mr Steve
Lamacq!

co.uk

Monday

TrashatTheEnd

West Central Street, 10pm-3am,
£5/£6

Trash’s Xmas parties are
always special and tonight is no
exception, with Hot Chip live!
www.trashclub.co.uk

Tuesday

White Heat at Madame
JoJos

Brewer Street, 8pm-3am,
£3/£4/55

Tonight the disco of a thousand
haircuts has its Xmas party
with mental rockers Chrome
Hoof.

[MANCHESTER |
Saturday

Smile at Star & Garter
9pm-3am, £3/£4

Your classic no-frills, messy
indie night. Be prepared to get
scraped off the floor at the end
ofitall.



http://www.club-stutter.co.uk
http://www.anticsindienight.com
http://www.optimo.co.uk
http://www.ramshackle.org.uk
http://www.clubgoo.co.uk
http://www.rebelliousjukebox.co.uk
http://www.rebelliousjukebox.co.uk
http://www.clwb.net
http://www.thefaversham.com
http://www.stylishriots.co.uk
http://www.clubevol.tk
http://www.dirtywaterclub.com
http://www.feelinggloomy.com
http://www.thefanclub.info
http://www.punkrockkaraoke.co.uk
http://www.punkrockkaraoke.co.uk
http://www.trashclub.co.uk
http://www.whiteheatmayfair.co.uk
http://www.whiteheatmayfair.co.uk
http://www.starandgarter.co.uk
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[NOTTINGHAM |
Thursday

Liars Club at The Social
Pelham Street, 9pm-2am, £4
Quintron and Miss Pussycat
are tonight’s live guests at
Nottingham’s most infamous
spazz-core disco.

Monday

Lost Youth @ PoNaNa
Bank Plain, 8pm-12.30am,
free

Something for the students
with an essay due in first
thing Tuesday. Hip-hop indie,
disco and then all to bed early
with a nice cuppa tea.

Saturday

offbeat at Raynor Lounge,
Sheffield Uni SU, 9pm-1am, £3
The ‘Ultimate Indie Disco’
according to BBC Radio 6. Pop
down and see if they're right.

Saturday

SonicBoom @ The
Leadmill, Leadmill Road,
10pm-2.30am, 4/£5

With indie, motown, soul and
the infamous melting-pot
room, where almost anything
goes. But no pop!
www.leadmill.co.uk

WATFORD

Thursday

Camel Club at Walkabout,
Watford High Street, 8pm-
late, free

The Stetsons play live

ckand get in
thead,,m,,f:)“!
T

amongst the best new indie
tunes and a fair smattering of
’60s and '70s classics.

| 21st-27thDecember |

21st-27th December
BATH |
Thursday

Go Ape! At Moles Club
George Street, 9pm-2am,
£4.50/£5

Dynamo’s Rhythm Aces,
a'40s/’50s-style swing
band covering punk/indie
songs and a Christmas
carols service should make
this a top indie night out to
remember. At least until you
get drunk again.

VWWw.myspace.com/goapéd
BRISTOL
Thursday
Club Stutter at Manhattan
Bar

St Nicholas Street, 10pm-2am,
£3/54

The underground mixes

with the overground in this
fabulous indie mash-up.
Playing great new acts like
the Arcade Fire, Art Brut and
Club Stutter will leave you lost
for words.

Nww.club-stutter.co.uk

Wednesday

Popscene at Clwh Ifor
Bach, 9.30pm, £2.50/£3
Classic indie from Blur to the
Franzand a bit of funk and
disco should you feel the
need to dance properly at any
time during the night (rather
than just pretending you're in
The Strokes).

;::lug’.s"en’kisses forall, unlesg
aDarkness fan, thatjs

Friday

Ramshackle at Bristol
AcademyFrogmore Street,
10pm-3am, £3/£4/£5

Punk anthems and rock in
the top bar, and more

“Lovely. Yoy jog r
natural, "°"’llg: relaxed, |

"
p =y

\ Moresstripes,
Stripes EVER

Automation, The Delta
Fiasco and Adult Books DJs
along with the Evol residents
spinning discs of sheer joy.
www.clubevol.tk

%,

fragrantindie in the
main room.

www.ramshackle.

org.uk

Wednesday
Anticsat
Crawdaddy
Harcourt Street, 11pm-
3am, €4/€5Euro
Worship at the altar
of all that is indie
and do a little dance
to everything from
Franzto DFA 1970,
if the moment takes
you.

Thursday

Born ToBe Wide at The
Street Picardy Place, 9pm-
lam, free

With DJ sets from Super
Paradise and a playback of
songs recorded especially
for Xmas by Born To Be Wide
bands including The Fence
Collective, The Zephyrs and
The Mitford Girls.

Nww.horntobewide.co.uk

Friday

Evol at Korova, Wood
Street, 10pm-3am, £4
Ladytron’s mutant punk
electro disco has The Whip,

Mark Beaumont’s arrival

prompts its usual hysteria

7

Wednesday

Rebellious Jukebox at
Wire

Call Lane, 10pm-2am,
£3.50/%£4

Rebellious isn’t the half of it
- expect to hear the oddest
but mixture of indie rock this
side of the weekend.

Thursday

Hillbilly Hop at Buffalo Bar
Upper Street, 8.30pm-2am, £6
London’s premier rockabilly
night with Jack Rabbit Slim
live and Carl and Mouse on
the record players.

onstage

l

I
]

farin
ou two”” #

L
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Friday
Dirty Water Club at Boston
Music Room
Junction Road,
8.30pm-3am, £6
London’s premier
dirty rock night
plays host to Dave
Dulake & The
Vertigo Intacta and
The Zeema Zees.

Lady Luck at The
Millennium Club
Drury Lane, 9pm-3am,
£7/£12
A night of devil music
from the glam-tastic
rock, lounge and
burlesque club with a

saucy Christmas red
and black theme.
Eeosuk]

| Tapestry atSt. Aloysius

Social Club

Phoenix Road, 8pm-late,
£3.50/£5

Like Phoenix Nights crossed
with the wild, wild West,
Tapestry delivers alt.country
and tonight the glorious
Pipettes are live!

Thursday

Liars Club at The Social
Pelham Street, 9pm-2am, free
Tonight’s Xmas party live
guests at Nottingham’s
infamous spazz-core disco
are Sunshine Underground
and A Million Voices.
www.liarsclub.co.uk

|
1

!
!
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Warehouse, 19-20 Somers Street, LS1
Wednesday, December 14
Littl’ans

_____NOTTINGHAM |

Stealth, Masonic Place, NG1
Thursday, December 15
Littl’ans

KOKO, 1a Camden High Street, NW1
Friday, December 16
Cagedhaby+Braund Reynolds

LIVERPOOL

Carling Academy 2, Hotham Street, L3
Friday, December 16
Littl’ans

STOKE-ON-TRENT

The Underground, Morley Street, ST1
Saturday, December 17
Little Man Tate+Pro Forma
Saturday, December 24
Friends Of Ken+Spectrum Fires

GLASGOW

School of Art, Renfrew Street, G3
Saturday, December 17
Station:Project

NNANCH :

Club Academy, Manchester University
su, oxford Road, M13
TBC

MIDDLESBROUGH

The Empire, Corporation Road, TS1 2RT
Monday, December 19
Black Wire

BERIVIEIN A

Custard Factory, Gibb Square, B9 4AA
TBC

.
HUDDER )

Tokyo, The Old Court House, Queens
Street, HD1
Tuesday, December 20
Pure Reason Revolution

The Castle, 38 Union Street, Oldham,
oL1
Saturday, December 17
Pure Reason Revolution

Newcastle Digital, Times Square, NE1
Monday, December 19
Pure Reason Revolution

The Underground, University Of Essex,
Wivenhoe Park, CO4
TBC

BOURNEMOUTH

Old Fire Station, 36 Holdenhurst Road,
BHS
TBC
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\
FUTURE GIGS
ON SALE

The Strokes
‘” v

Julian’s Bauhaus-tribute
side projecthas had to
' take a bit of aback seat

Strokesmania hit new highs recently as people lined up

in sleeping bags overnight to get into a show, so expect
similar hysteria for next year’s tour of the latest, greatest
album.

On tour: January 19 to February 18

Not to be outdone by Alan
Rakes, The Cribs have
hired a choreographer

Fresh from supporting Franz and the Kaisers, the fast-
rising Wakefield threesome strike out on their own, intent
on rewriting the pop rule book and giving scenesters the
finger with their incendiary live shows.

On tour: February 13 to February 18

Into The Blue:
Kanye takesit
to the streets

He brought hip-hop to the masses whilst pleasing the
die-hards, and filled an OutKast-shaped hole in the
casual hip-hop fan’s heart. Now the rapper-producer
returns to “tear shit up” nationwide.

On tour: February 16 to February 28

4% GET MOBILE Subscribe and we’

TICKET ALERTS

) omorrow’s Parties
Weekend One (May 12-14) Acts
Include Devendra Banhart/
Mudhoney/Yeah Yeah Yeahs/Comets
On Fire/Country Teasers Weekend
Two (May 19-24) Acts Include Ween/
Sleater Kinney/The Shins

Glasgow ABC (January 20),
Gateshead Sage (21), Preston
Guildhall (22), London Electric
Ballroom (24, 25*,26%)

Newcastle Carling Academy
(January 30), Manchester Academy
(February 1), Birmingham Carling
Academy (2), London Brixton
Carling Academy (3)

e Boy Leas elyTo
Brighton Hanbury Ballroom
(February 16), Bristol Louisiana (17),
Southampton Joiners (18), Oxford
Zodiac (19), Birmingham Bar Carling
Academy (20), Sheffield Leadmill
(22), Manchester Night & Day
(23), Glasgow King Tut’s (24), York
Fibbers (25), Nottingham Social
(26), London Bush Hall (28)

Bullet For Ny Valentine

Cardiff University (January 15),
Bristol Carling Academy (16),
Nottingham Rock City (17),
Southampton Guildhall (19),
Norwich UEA (20), Manchester
Academy (21), Newcastle Carling
Academy (23), Glasgow Carling
Academy (24), Leeds University (25),
Birmingham Carling Academy (27),
London Brixton Carling Academy
(28)

Birmingham Carling Academy

2 (February 28), Glasgow ABC 2
(March 1), Manchester Academy
3(2), Sheffield Corporation (3),
London Garage (4), Oxford Zodiac
(6), Exeter Cavern (7), Cardiff
University (8)

London Cargo (January 19),
Norwich Waterfront (February
16), Nottingham Rescue Rooms
(17), Bexhill De La Warr Pavilion
(18), Exeter Lemon Grove (22),
Birmingham Custard Factory
(23), Manchester Academy 2 (24),
London Shepherds Bush Empire
(25), Brighton Corn Exchange
(April 19), Bristol Carling Academy
(20), Gateshead Sage (21), Dublin
Village (22), Cardiff The Point (24),
Sheffield University (25), Glasgow
Tramway Theatre (26)

Birmingham Irish Centre (February
13), Edinburgh GIG (14), Newcastle
Northumbria University (15),
Manchester Academy 3 (17),
Portsmouth Wedgewood Rooms
(18)

Bristol Carling Academy (February
24), Southampton Guildhall (25)
Norwich UEA (26) Manchester
Academy (27), Glasgow Barrowland
(March 1), Newcastle Carling
Academy (2), Birmingham Carling
Academy (3)

Goldfrapp
Cardiff Great Hall (February
1), Southampton Guildhall (2),
Cambridge Corn Exchange (4),
Reading Hexagon (5), London
Brixton Carling Academy (9 & 10),
Manchester Carling Apollo (18),
Liverpool University (21), Sheffield
Octagon (23), Birmingham Carling
Academy (24), Belfast Ulster Hall
(26), Dublin Olympia (27)

Liverpool Carling Academy
(February 15), Leeds Metropolitan
University (16), Glasgow Barrowland
(17), Manchester Academy (18),
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall (20),
Newcastle University (21), Sheffield
Plug (22), Reading University (24),
Brighton Corn Exchange (25),

-
Kookin’ hell! Catch the Brighton
scuzz-poppers through Jan and Feb h

Bristol Carling Academy (26),
Norwich Waterfront (27) London
KOKO (March 1 & 2*), Oxford
Brookes University (5), Leicester
(6), cardiff Coal Exchange (7),
Southampton University (8)

Glasgow SECC (April 19),

London Alexandra Palace (21

& 22), Plymouth Pavilion (24),
Brighton Convention Centre (25),
Birmingham NIA (26), Leeds
Millennium Square (29 & 30)

Southampton Joiners (January
24), Birmingham Bar Carling
Academy (25), Cambridge APU
(26), Bristol Louisiana (27),
Tunbridge Wells Forum (28),
Leeds Cockpit (30), Nottingham
Social (31), Manchester Academy

3 (February 1), Sheffield Fuzz Club
(2), Newcastle Carling Academy (3),
Edinburgh Venue (5), Glasgow King
Tuts (6), Hull Adelphi (7), Liverpool
Korova (8), Oxford Zodiac (10),
Norwich Arts Centre (11), Brighton
Concorde 2 (13), London ULU (14)

My Morning Jacke

Birmingham Carling Academy 2
(January 18), Bristol University
(19), Manchester Academy 2
(20) Glasgow Oran Mor (21),
Nottingham Rescue Rooms (23),
Brighton Concorde (24), London
Astoria (February 9)

Newcastle Carling Academy
(February 15), Glasgow ABC (16),
Liverpool Carling Academy (17),
Portsmouth Pyramids Centre
(19), Nottingham Rock City

(20), cambridge Junction (21),
Manchester Academy (25)

Tour 2006
Feat. Maximo Park/Arctic Monkeys/
We Are Scientists/Mystery Jets
Dublin Ambassadors (January

GET YOUR TICKETS HERE!

RHEETiclistas From the biggest events
to the smallest local venues. Fast. Easy. Secure.

[WWw.nime.com/sigs or 0870 1663 663

Text us the message nme tickets (artist) on telephone number 84600.

- 1

23* & 24), Belfast Ulster Hall (25),
Glasgow Carling Academy (27),
Edinburgh Corn Exchange (28),
Newcastle Carling Academy (29),
Nottingham Rock City (31), Leeds
University (February 1), Liverpool
University (2), Manchester
Academy (4 & 5*), Sheffield
Octagon (7), Birmingham Carling
Academy (8), Norwich UEA (9),
cardiff University (11), Cambridge
Corn Exchange (12), Bristol Carling
Academy (13), Portsmouth Guildhall
(15), Brighton Dome (16), London
Brixton Carling Academy (17)

T,
0

London Islington Bar Carling
Academy (January 9), London Metro
(10), London Brixton Windmill (11),
Birmingham Carling Academy 2
(13), Newcastle Carling Academy

2 (14), Glasgow King Tuts (15),
Manchester Night & Day (16), Leeds
Josephs Well (18), Bristol Fleece (19)

B U
Bristol Colston Hall (February 14),
Brighton Dome (15), Norwich
UEA (16), Warwick Arts Centre
(17), Nottingham Rock City (19),
Leeds Metropolitan University
(21), Manchester Academy (22),
Glasgow Barrowland (23), St Albans
Alban Arena (25), Cambridge Corn
Exchange (26), London Shepherds
Bush Empire (27)

Exeter Lemon Grove (January

27), Portsmouth Pyramids

(28), Cambridge Junction (29),
Norwich Waterfront (30), Bristol
Anson Rooms (31), London

Astoria (February 2), Sheffield
Leadmill (3), Wolverhampton

(4), Manchester Academy 2 (6),
Newcastle University (7), Glasgow
QMU (8), Aberdeen Moshulu (9),
Dublin Village (1), Belfast Spring &
Airbrake (12)

Dublin Phoenix Park (August 18),
London Wembley Stadium (20),
Glasgow Hampden Park (25),
Sheffield Don Valley Stadium (27),
Cardiff Millennium Stadium (29)

Belfast Ulster Hall (January

19), Dublin Point (20), London
Shepherds Bush Empire (24) Bristol
Colston Hall (25), Nottingham ICE
Arena (27), Doncaster Dome (28),
Manchester Carling Apollo (30 &
31), Brighton Centre (February 3),
Portsmouth Guildhall (4), Glasgow
Carling Academy (7 & 8), Edinburgh
Corn Exchange (10), Hull City Hall
(1), wolverhampton Civic Hall (13),
Blackpool Empress (14), London
Hammersmith Apollo (17 & 18)

Newcastle Arena (April 24),
Birmingham NEC (27 & 28),
Glasgow SECC (30) Sheffield Arena
(May 2), Manchester MEN Arena
(5& 6), London Wembley Arena

(8 &9), Dublin Point (12), Belfast
Odyssey (14)

Manchester MEN (February

16), Glasgow SECC (17), London
Hammersmith Apollo (19), Cardiff
Arena (22), London Theatre Royal
Drury Lane (26), Birmingham NEC
(28)

NB: * = Extra dates added

I text you when tickets go on sale for your favourite artist.  ierts costjustsop, itcostsjust2sptoregister.

For full terms and conditions see nme.com/nmetext
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. ZANE LOWE'S PRIDE OF PUNDITS DEV '
0
OF MUSICAL MAYHEM IN OUR END OF 31%% %%’(\:'ms ?

Il

ZANE LOWE
(Kiwius ‘Knowledgius Supremicus)
This heavyweight carnivore thrives on music.

He feasts on it constantly for both pleasure

and survival. Because of his mighty reputation
he always commands respect.

(Rockus Feedbackus Maximus) | ucs
This giant invertebrate spends most of his adult J

il life in a virtual world where he presides over an

@ intricate web, awaiting his unwitting prey and
plotting domination of the musical universe.

(Deejay Miximus Maximus)

\ This fearsome vixen scavenges the planet
dl for dance music, gorging wherever she
finds it in a ritual which attracts literally
hundreds of like-minded vertebrates.

\
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CoONOR McNICHOLAS
(&ditorium New Musicum Expressus)

Anotherbigbeast, this one dispatches his prey with an ink
filled lance that renders his victims talentless. This huge ; P T
primate usually inhabits dark damp areas of towns and cities. / Fi - PAUL SMITH
| € = - —y 1 Bl M uximo Parkus Rockstarius)
N A warm-blooded biped who inhabits the
frozen wastes of the North East. Usually
hunts as leader of a close-knit musical pack l -
and possesses a distinctive roar which many
other bipeds enjoy. Y

d o - "it‘;ﬁ-
SUNDAY 18TH DECEMBER AT 8PM ON 5

REPEATED CHRISTMAS DAY AT 8PM
MTV2 IS AVAILABLE ON SKY, NTL AND TELEWEST BROADBAND \
'//' B o7 t




Uncut éxclusively i

THE QUEEN
ISDEAD
20 YEARS ON

iews The Smiths

PLUS Exclusive JOB-Ii Peel Festive 15 CD
ON,SALE NOW!

BABY'S

HAM
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ALSO FEATURING

NMHEXGLUSIVE

FRANZ FERDINAND LED TEPPELIN RRMONES DRSS THE MARS YOITR RAMCID EDITORS FALLOUT BOY OQOTSR SEX PISTOLS ROLLING STONES
BLACK FLAG MISFITS CLUTCH UNDER OATN PRODIGY KASABIAN INTERPOL GREEN DAY HIM NIRVANA MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE

AT THE DRIVE IN KILIERS THE USED RAZOALIGAY TEST ICICLES THE SUBWAYS VELVET UNOERCROUND FOO FIGHTERS THE CRIMEA DOGS MPETTES

THE STAOKES GOLOME LBRXKIN CAIN GOBIIAZ THE FITINENEARS EMRETIES MATCHRON THE RAAVERY CUNS N BOSES METRLLICA AMRULANCE ITD GRATENNERETY

OVER 15000 ITEMS FROM OVER 2000 ARTISTS!

TSHIRTS, HOODIES, BUTTONS, POSTERS, PATCHES, STICKERS, CLOCKS, PLUS MANY MORE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL. 0207 700 3538
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CLUES ACROSS
11t’s Christmas time, there’s no need to be a dad... Devendra
Banhart is going to kid himself... (1-4-4-4-1-5)

11+17A ...and also Santa into getting a train set, football, racing
game, CD by Antony And The Johnsons (3-5-1-2-1-3)

18 It’s that flaming lan Brown (3-6)

19 The Futureheads’ sound coming from near Ealing (4)

20 (See 79 down)

22 So now, perhaps, it’s an album by Prefab Sprout (5)

23 ‘24 Hours From ____ ’, big hit for Gene Pitney in the '60s (5)

24 (See 64 down)

26 Cartoon character namechecked on Jonathan Richman hit (10)
29 (See 6 down)

30 “So here we are reinventing the wheel/I’m shaking hands with
a hurricane”, 2005 (8)

31+74A VHS Or Beta - in the dark about the burning issues (5-2-4)
33+25D Nine Black Alps refuse to get intimate (4-7)

35 Johnny ____And The Pirates who were ‘Shakin’ All Over’ in
1960 (4)

36 Lets Lee do remixing for British R&B star (7)

38 Band with the line-up of Pott, Willetts, Wanstall and Roberts (7)
40 In 1996 these Glaswegians became the first unsigned band to
appear on Top Of The Pops (3)

42 (See 48 across)

43 Black Rebel Motorcycle Club making a terrible noise (4)

44 Strangely shine as one of The Paddingtons (5)

45 Felix Da Housecat has part of an inherent weakness (5)

46 No mad return to be made with Blur (5)

47+38D “Her shadow is always with her/Her shadow could always
keep her small”, 1997 (4-1-4)

48+42A Crumbs! Game in disarray as band appear (5-7)

50 Group that first went ‘Hand In Glove’ to Rough Trade in 1983 (6)
53 (See 99 down)

55 I’'m taking nothing in; I'm making a comeback with Black
Sabbath (5)

58+91A Bass acted very strangely in recording by The Mars

Volta (4-5)

59 Happy Mondays put their foot down regarding this release (4-2)
61 (See 93 across)

63 (See 106 across)

65 Band from the Bermuda Triangle? (7-4)

66+90D “| looked to the sky where an elephant’s eye was looking at
me from a bubblegum tree”, 1967 and 1984 (4-2-2-4)

69 “This Indian summer I signed my life away/There’sa_________in
here”, 1997 (6-3)

70 ____Lofgren, he was originally with Neil Young’s Crazy Horse (4)
72 (See 102 down)

74 (See 31 across)

76 A sort of change for someone in The Loft (5)

78 (See 94 down)

79+37D “They sold the rights to all the wrongs, and when they knew
you’d give me songs, ‘Welcome back’ I said”, 2004 (4-6-2-3-6-4)
83+87A “Life is bigger, it’s bigger than you, and you are not me”,
1991 (6-2-8)

85 Lancashire town which gets first mention in the 1991 hit ‘It’s
Grim Up North’ (6)

87 (See 83 across)

88 Bob Marley’s only Number One album came with this ‘Best Of’
collection in 1984 (6)

91 (See 58 across)

92+113A Taped by Mark Eitzel - as any CDs will be broken (5-3)
93+61A They’ve been making their way recently through ‘Siberia’
(4-3-3-8)

94 Herman is crazy to join Test Icicles (6)

96 Be a Muse convert from Silverchair (5-2)

99 MOBO award winner for Best Album and Best Rhythm & Blues
Act in 2001 (5)

101 “Everybody sees me but it’s not that easy/Standing in the light
field, waiting for some action”, 2005 (8)

105 Country rockers who’ve been ‘Kicking Television: Live In
Chicago’ (5)

106+63A The nightmare may have been there in black and white,
but Bill Nelson wanted to know more (2-3-5-2-6)

108 Member of Nine Black Alps will be appearing in the disco
henceforth (5)

110 “Hey wait, great smile, sensitive to faith not denial, but hey,
who’s on trial?”, 2005 (4)

111 (See 84 down)

112 So ELO reworked this Therapy? number (5)

113 (See 92 across)

114 Writer of the soundtrack to the 1989 movie Batman (6)

115 You'll get the name of this band in a flash (3)

CLUES DOWN

2 “Shock shock, horror horror, shock shock, horror”, 1996 (6-2-3-7)

3 ‘Dry Kids’ is a recent album collection of their B-sides (7)

4 Rapper born Shawn Carter in New York, 1969 (3-1)
5“Don’tyou______,don’tyou______ /Sing it loud and clear, I'll always
be waiting for you”, 2000 (6)

6+29A A time when the output was not so great resulted in Orange
Juice’s last hit single (4-6)

7 This lot should be put in the dock I'll, er, suggest (7)

8 “Are you from round here? How do you do?”, 2005 (6)

9+34D Hey! Me in the charts, perhaps, could be just like Oasis (7-9)
10 Gary _____, drummer with The Walker Brothers and possible
Yorkshire connection (5)

12+97D Blur, Seal go around together with an old Status Quo
record (2-3-5)
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13 Had rest disturbed by Skin performance (7)

14 This should have been the ruin of Ryan Adams (10)

15 (See 80 down)

16 Carl Barat mucks up an old '60s group (5-6-6)

21 Death In Vegas number that was the beginning of 16 down (4)
25 (See 33 across)

27‘The ______ To Why I Hate You’ from the band in question,
Symposium (6)

28 The Dead 60s having no control over the airwaves (4-5)

32 Someone with special status in British Sea Power (5)

33 Sleater-Kinney attempt to get off the ground with this rather
woolly sounding release (7)

34 (See 9 down)

37 (See 79 across)

38 (See 47 across)

39+49D US country singer who sailed the ‘Sea Of Heartbreak’
(3-6)

41 Has NME been upset by a dance act? (6)

43 Member of Sigur Ros is into alcohol maybe (4)

49 (See 39 down)

51 He fronts Editors (3-5)

52 “Colder, crying over her shoulder/Hold her, tell her everything’s
gonna be fine”, 2001 (4)

54 Not surprisingly they went for a ‘Drive’ (4)

56+73D Made a move to get nearer to the sound of Linkin Park
(3-4-6)

57 Billy of The Cult or Martin of Primal Scream (5)

60 Depeche Mode have given us a highly valuable

performance (8)

62 One turn to the left with Oasis (4)

64+24A Playtime instruction while attempting a jazz music style
with Sparks (3-2-3-5)

65 Getting very personal with Armand Van Helden (2-2-2)

67 Californians who started the fire (3)

68 And then, having finished my standing ovation for Hal...
71 Roy Orbison and kd lang’s emotional duet (6)

73 (See 56 down)

75 New Yorkers whose meaty sound came ‘Off The Bone’ (6)

77 Such elder statesmen include an Arctic Monkey (7)

79+20A US singer who won a Grammy Award for a partnership
with Bruce Springsteen in 2003, the year he died (6-5)

80+15D “The television man is crazy, saying we’re juvenile
delinquent wrecks/Oh man, who needs TV when I got T Rex”, 1972
(3-3-5-5)

81 Hit for Jimmy Dean in 1961, the forerunner of the TV ad tune
‘Little Tiny Bill’ (3-3-4)

82 “Depressed and down-hearted, I took to
uphereon_________ 1969 (5-4)

84+111A This wasn’t a solo venture by Bernard Butler (3-5)

86 Her hits during the late punk era included ‘1 Want To Be Free’ (5)

(1-3-4)

/I’'m doing fine

89 ‘The _____, Siouxsie And The Banshees in full voice for this
album (6)
90 (See 66 across)

91 They accompanied Suzanne Vega to ‘Tom’s Diner’ in 1990 (1-1-1)
94+78A OK ma! Rap mix is terrible by this band (6-4)

95 Boring-sounding Aussies who advise ‘Wait Long By The River
And The Bodies Of Your Enemies Will Float By’ (6)

97 (See 12 down)

98 Trips arranged for Adam And The Ants’ performance (5)
99+53A US country-rockers who would tune up cello terribly (5-6)
100 Production duo involved in litigation (4)
102+72A “A newsflash came and thenitsaid ‘________
dead’”, 2003 (4-5)

103 Hoped generally to include a bit of U2 (4)

104 “I waited for a thousand years for you to come and blow me out
my mind”, 2005 (4)

107 If a comeback is made by act that can ‘Sing The Sorrow’ (3)
109 Three-quarters of a half for this act (3)

was just found

Simply cut out the crossword and
send it, along with your name and
address, marking the envelope with
the issue date, to the usual address,
before Wednesday, December 21.
First correct one out of the hat wins!

ANSWERS FROM
NOVEMBER 12
ISSUE

Across: 1+9D For Screening
Purposes Only, 9 Paddingtons,
10 MIA, 11+14D Ring The Bells,
12+29A Venus In Furs,

13 Debaser, 17 Sky, 18 Gill,

19 Hollies, 20+22D Shatter/
Tender, 23 Gas, 24 Nugent,

25 Club, 27 Clash, 28 Yesterday.

Down: 2+26D Ordinary Boys,
3+7D Spitting Games, 4 Ragged
Glory, 6 1t’s On, 8 Pain, 15 Spiral,
16 Rust, 19+5D Highly Evolved,
21 Argos, 25 Chef, 27 Can.
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AC/DC
Back In Black

in the dressing room.”

Sherbet

Howzat
“We heard it in Australia and it was
a huge hit. They’re from the '70s.”

Queen
Brighton Rock

“It’s the weirdest song to start an album
with ever. It’s got about a hundred solos

and about 20 breakdowns.”

Pantera
Walk
“Never settle for less than metal.”

Metallica

Enter Sandman
“When you’re on tour, you need
something to get you going.
Coldplay doesn’t cut it.”

The Who
5.15
“We used to go to a
mod club that played it,”

David Bowie
Heroes
“It makes you want to take
on the world and run naked
in the streets.”

The Cribs

We Can No Longer
Treat You
“It gives us a real chill.
Brilliant.”

The Beatles

Everyhody’s Got Something

To Hide Except Me And My
Monkey

“It’s from the ‘White Album’ and
it’s great.”

WHAT WE'RE LISTENING

TO RIGHT NOW

“It’s our number one song to get us going

The Or

Rlcky. “We haven'’t actually heard

Nick: “[Their 2004 iebut] ‘Grab That Gun’ is a brilliant album. We did gigs
in America earlier on in the year and they supported us. They’re five girls from
Yancouver in Canada and they sound like The Cure with Debbie Harry on vocals

- thelr songs are extremely good. Onstage they’re amazing - the lead singer’s got
short hair and she’s kind of a tom-boy, she stands still and doesn’t do anything
but they're still completely captivating.”

R b

The Emperors

Nick: “You know how everyone sounds

'mber: pets are for life,
st for photoshoots

OUR BIGGEST INFLUENC
Roald Dahl

Nick: “Our lyrics are often
inspired by Roald Dahl. His
words conjure up the most
fantastic images. They describe
things in a unique way where
suddenly you realise exactly
what he’s on about - like with
snozzcumbers from The BFG.
I’'ve brought Danny The
Champion Of The World to read
while we’re on tour in Australia.”

Nick: “Genesis, ‘Invisible Touch’.
It’s got good songs. It reminds
me of a family holiday.”
Ricky: ““Innocent Man’ by Billy Joel,
1 like that a lot. Although it’s just
not very cool, is it?”

Seinfeld

Nick: “If you added all
the characters together and .
mixed them up and stuck them
in tight jeans and a tight T-shirt,
then that’s what | am.”

s Bamboo, by WilliamBeyd
Nick: “The chapters are completely separate

and it’s all very short so you can dip in and out, which
is good if you’re on the road.”

them, but they’ve got to be brilliant
because Matt’s in them.”
Nick: “I love [frontman] Matt. He’s a

like this synth-y, indie thing now?
Well, it’s like that, but more
progressive. | can’t remember where

m The Emperors
Iimplement
“It’s the first track on their demo and

friend of ours from Leeds - he DJs at
Move On Up at the HiFi Club in Leeds.”

1 got their CD. Maybe they’ll read this
and get in touch!”

Tintin box-set

Ricky: “Out of all the characters
in Tintin, 1 think I like Tintin the most. Why?
Because he’s about the same age as
me and he’s sexy.”

it blew our minds.”
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