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YOU HAVE 'IO HEAR THIS WEEK

OUNTAINTOPS
Vampire

The softer, more experimentat side of Vancouver's psych-howlers
Black Mountain in their more rosey guise, allows frontman Stephen
McBean to get all lovey-dovey and throw tambourines around.

This slow-strummed, lovelorn waltz Is doomily romantic and

the lyrics will tear your heart to tiny bleeding rags.

Free downlead from www.scjag.com/mp3/jng/ vampire.smp3 fow

FRANZ FERDINAND
Womanizer

Now, we know covering chart pep on Jo Whiley’s Live Lounge {s
: approximately as crazy and ariginal as
: eating soup with a spcon, but hold up!
¢ Franz's shonky, skiffley take on

i Brithey’s saucy strut finds them

. sounding more invigorated, lusty and

: louche than they have in like, ever.

i Plus, Alex Kapranos adds an extra
debenair menace to “Lollipop, must

: mistake me, you're the sucker” in the

. waythatonly he can.

On Vourube How

THE PHENOMENAI.
HANDCLAP BAND

| Counting. We can alldeit, sure And the
old 1-2-3-4 in rock™’ro!l is always
‘spetial. But now, this eight-strong
'stateside gang are upping the stakes.
| “Five, 10, 15, 20, 25, 20..." woah, 5teady
on! with an old school Sty & The Family
stone funky shuffle multiplied by a
Tom Tom €lub New Yoik 5ass, you don't
need to do any maths to know this is ace,
OnMySpace now

Stillness Is The Move

Following Animal Collective ang Grizzly Bear, the moment is ripe for U5 weirdos
to break through. Focus now, an Dirty Projectors: a bewilderingly awesome act
whose mast famous album was a glitchy, glohally experimental, freak-folk-
filtered reconstruction of Biack Flag's ‘Damaged’ pieced together from teenage
memavries. Yocalist Amber Coffman sprinkles shiver-Inducing Mariah-style R&B
gymnastics over a deliciousfy tense Afro-hop backing. Lush like skinny-dfpping.
Don foad for free from wins dont Beencordco.coim/stiliness until imidnight on
Sunday 26 April. Aft_r that the trac’ will be streamed at the same address

»
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ART QUEEN GETS FILTHY |

TO THE BONES
Lips On Red

This is full blooded rock'n’rall to hiow s t h R :
the cobwebs from your skull Staccate - ( W| c emlx
|| QOTSA rhythms, a chugging cascade of :  Oh, dow't look so shacked.

guitar and full-throated Biffy screams. ©  She may be the grande-dame

BIORK
Nattura

. “Hey hey, come over to ate and put . of avant garde artcore
w your green lights on”, Rhys Bradley  :  nowadays, but Bjork can still
' harks. Seductive? No. addictive? Yes. :  bethesex-fixated, beat hungry
: ¥ | OnNME Radio now - queen of the dancefloor when
T — - s v e - ... = She fancies. Shift up, MIA,
- Santigold, Amanda Elank:
B L ACK M O'I' H su p E R  Iveland's mama of free-love
and mistress of the deft
R AI N Bow ~ collaboration would like a word
with Mr Switch. The best thing

Born On A Day The |,
Sun Didn’t Rise s

Emo song-titte much? Yhankfully, the replaced by a warpy fifth-bhass
divine sexy-spacey feel of this dippily swamp, it still benefits the
delectable wattzer-spin of a rack Is lcelandic environment-

more B-52°s by way of The Asteroids protection preject of the same
Galaxy Tour, with a touch of Eels and name, but it's ahout as sanically
Dandy Warhols. If you fed The Virgins hippy as a Scud missile down
just enough hemlock te fuck them up the barrel of a flower.

a hit, then gave them back their £veryone’s a winner!
instruments, they might knock out On i ~Ow wabiw

something like thés flipsy weirdness. and Wi o e

On NME Radlo now

ance upon a time in the dark capital of the north - Leeds - there was

a band called The Ivorles, who were doing this whale goth revival thing
before SCUM had even theught of wearing their mums’ blouses. Then
they split up. Boo! But new their frontwoman Helena Gee is back with
a new project, Silhouette. Woo! Smoukiering and spaghettl-western
desolate, like Nancy Sinatra sHnking through early-Bad Seeds-style
clattering hoofheat drums and twanging guftar, it might murder you

PURPLE PATCH
In yaur sleep, hut it'd be worth It.

CONOR OBERST AND THE B e
MYSTIC VALLEY BAND THE HUNDRED IN
Nikorette THE HANDS |

Canoeing music, you say? Well, grab your oar and your hoxset of Grey's anatomy m esd

and set sail on seas of Ryan Adams ish warm-hearted country whimsy. Driven by Dres ln D r " en

an antsy, addictlve lyrical hunger for love or the evil weed, its fag-free frettings are Boy girl disco-punk from NY - heard it a!l before?
couched and soothed by friendly, houncy strums and cesy, honky-tonk plano that well just for us check these out. Nonchalant vocals,
takes a spin round the room with (ate-'70s Dytan, Seems of” 6right Eyes has given juddering guitars with rumbling doom hass . Jason
up the angst for good, along with his former moniker, Now, if orly he could give up Friedman, formedy of rack'n'rollers The Boggs,
the smokes... and TYOTR collahorator Efeancre Everdell are

free download from www.conoroberse.com now worth taking a new spin round the Brooklyn htock.

On Myspace now
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OAKLAND, 15 APRIL 2009

As the trio made their comeback with a hush-hush hometown show, NME was the only
UK mag to get down with the fans at their smallest and sweatiest show in years

heerd about the show on the radio around abowut 1o eee ther for a while and they are doing whatever tno ghuifle on to the emall stage 1f the crowd thought it

11am, I got dreszed and came straight down they cantogetin. was tight before ..

here,” declares 25-year-old Edwina Kaaya, who, “We re abschately excited to see Green Day at such “Bring 1t a Itle closer!” commands Annstrong as he
along with thousands of simularly exeited souls,  a small venue, and for only 20 bucks,” beams Lawson sizesup his mie “We haven't deeided whetherto play
1s quening on Telegraph Avenue's sidewalk, Terrell, 23, who 1s near the queue’s front. “I have no the whale fucking album yet,” he adds, working the
deepin Oakland’s uptown distriet money hut I can sersunge up a 20" crowd yet more “What do you thank?” He doesn’t need

“Pve been waiting for tickets since lunchtime,”  Finally, after hours of quening, the fansand NMEare  to wartforan answer
she adds, before noting that it's already a long way past  gently herded into The Uptown club, sweanly pressed As adeafening roar erupts, the spike-haired singer

dinner tine. together so there’s barely room to raise your arm to nods and launches straight into the epic punk-rant-
Across town Leonard Cohen s dueto play the swig from a dnink meets-Celuc-knees up of new album opener‘Song Of
massive Paramount Theatre, just across the street “This place 1s ighter than a nun!” yells one punteras,  The Century’
Franz Ferdinand are set to take to the stage at the at half 10, the house Lights dim and the unmistakable Having admatted recently that the new album s
' Fox Theatre, but forget the legend or the exotic probably the hardest record they've written to play

WO LADks AR A, w LS Y CO0YT LOnON Jatf COw
PHOTOS! PRITNAWIRE WA GL/ A RINA CHAYS 2/ LMURA FERRI M A

foreign iaports, it's one of the Cahforman

aty’s smallest venues = The Uptown can
accommodate a humble 400 - that 1sthe
hottest ticket m town tomght (April 18).
Edwinaincluded, the queue m front of the
nightelub snakes all around the grant corners
of the nearby block, while the grawing number

of empty pizza boxes and spent beer bottles
are testament to how long people have been
prepared to wait to snag one of the extremely
lumited $20 tickets.

With only those at the front reahistically 1n with

a chanee of getting in, you might ask: why has
Oakland bothered to come out en masse® The answer
15 simple. st hours earher local radio station Live 105
announced that Green Day would be playing tonight
1n the place where 1t all began for Billie Joe Armstrong,
Mike Dimt and Tre Cool 22 years ago. Thus 1s Green
Day’s homerown

“1m so excited,” declares Edwina as the queue
shuffles a few millimeters nearer the door “Ilovethat
they're a local band that made it big, I've been listening
to them since the fourth grade!”

Things have been moving fast in Green Day’s world
over the last few weeks. The band's eighth studio
album, 215t Century Breakdown', was only properly
completed, nuxed and mastered at the beginning
of Apnli despite having a worldwide release date of
May 15 pencilled in, while the band have also been
collaborating wnth Spring Awakentng director Michael
Mayer on Amenican Idiot The Mustcal. As aresultthe
band’s hive return has proved to be a hittle bit secret,

a hetle bat last-minute and a hittle bit mtimate -
exactly the way they hke it

With more globe-spanning dates expected to
accompany the release of the band's album, tonight
represents the last chance Green Day’s hometown has

hve, the band grapple adrmarably with their sprawhng
nevw creation. Comeback single ‘Know Your Enemy”
even mspires a loud singalong with its catchier-than-
cholera chorus, whule later on 1t appears it's the erowd
and not the band who will have to get some more
practice sn when the record is finally released, as ther
applanse comes a httle too eardy on the hikes of ‘Murder
City’ and ‘Amencan Eulogy’, leaving the band to
sheepishly finish their songs off.

Armstrong Cool
and Dirnt rack
Oakland

)
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In the studio

Florence:
method to
her madness

Singer reveals the bizarre techniques
that resulted in her debut

lorence And The Machine’s debut
album s finally complete after
a surreal process of method’
recording 1nvolving werewolves,
sleep experiments and bags full
of vose peta.ls.
The singer's album, "Lungs’ (out July 6), was
recorded over the last six months at a disused
synagogue in Hackney, east London, and its
creation more than lives up to singer Florence
Weleh's eccentrice repuration. For the
werewoll-inspired track, 'Howl’, Welch told
NME she had her praduction eyew spend days
researching lycanthropy (the ‘science’ of
werewolves) before filling the studio with
discarded Christnas trees and projecting
a full moon on to the wall. "
“Whatever has come into my imagination
at the time goes in,” she said. “It's fun to sea "
haw far you can go .

il < 1'M SO NERVOUS .7\

Welch didn't stop

there, revealing BECAUSE THE ALBUM i
how she had g
SUbCO‘nmlf’“S‘fc'f FLCRENCE WELCH ' '
more inspiration.

“One song is about dreaming about dead
people waking up, so we made a bed on the
floor and 1 had to try and fall aslecp and then
sing whatever came into my head in a dream-
like state,” she recalled. "It was quite weird.
When I wasa kid I'd be trying to sleep and
these weird shapes would start flickering in
front of my eyes so to make it stop [used to
start thinking about Snow White. There'd be
Snow White and all these circunt boards
would be flickering in my head. Alotofthat
came out, I think.”

The album’s title, inspired by key track
‘Batveeen Two Lungs’, also has special
significance for the singer.

“Singing for me is a physical exercise, you
have to use your whole body. [t's alotta do
with contrel and the way you use your lungs,’
Welch explaned “It feels lcke they're the
centre of you. Also, there could be acronyms.
So the album’s called *Lungs’, but also ‘Love
Unrequited Never Gets Saved', or ‘Living
Under New Great Sadness’. But that one's
quitc depressing.”

Whth so much of herself investad in the
album, it'sno surprise Welch is apprehensive.
“I'm so nervous!” she giggled. “I've got pre-
wedding jitters because it feels so personal”

— &A%
10 15325 Apeu 2005
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Fan pressure forces band to give recut version
of ‘Tonight: Franz Ferdinand’ a full release

ranz Fardinand will release a new

album ‘Blood’ - a dub mix of recent

album ‘Tonight: Franz Ferdinand' -

onJune 1. The record was originally

available only az part of a limited-
edition of initial copies of their third alburm,
until fan pressure convinced the band to
expose it to a wider audience.

“Tt’s semething that was evolving all the time
while we were recording with [producer] Dan
Carey,” frontman Alex Kapranos told NME.
“The frst dub mix we did was on ‘Send Him
Away. Every time we finished a song after that
there'd be these different vorsions of them
going around, and we thought it would he
really cool for one of the special editions of the
album to mclude those mixes. In the end, it got
such a good response thatwe felt it deserved
a proper release. It's funny, because it’s
becorme my favourite way of Listening to the
record now. [Cs the essence of the songs, taken
somewhere clse, detached and reassembled.”

T the idea of Franz Ferdinand making a dub
album might seern an unexpected move. the
band see 1t as a natural progression.

“It's something we've been into right fram the

start,” said Kapranos. "One of the songs that
had a huge influence on us early on was ‘Man
Next Boor' by John Holt, which later becanie
a dub track by Dr Alimantado called ‘Poison
Flower". [t's not reggae, it's more a theory of
rearranging music and putting the emphasis
purely on the bass. That's what's exeiting for
me when [ listen to ‘Bloed’ - it's like our music,
but 25 somebody eise would hearit.”

That person is producer Dan Carey -whose
CV includes an apprenticeship with London
dub legend Mad Professor.

“What you're hearing is Franz Ferdinand
through Dan’s hlter,” explained Kapranos.
“There’s a lot of his personality in there and
a fot of his own experimentation too.”

For the latest news, reviews and pictures

of Franz Ferdinand, head to NME.COM/
artists/franz-ferdinand

ARCAD

UP AGAIN
Arcade Fire havt
recatwvened o
record their thi
album after
spending time apa
since they stoppec
touring in Februa
last year. *'We fee
really creative rial
now. We'reinag
really gand space
as a band,” Win
Butler tokd the
Montreal Gazette.
“This last year
the first break
we've had in five
years. Everyone
feels really
rejuvenated and
excited. I'm happ
to playmusic.”

RECORDING

NEW YORK

Arctic Monkeys are

in the middle of
recording their
third album with
producer James
Ford in New Yor
Inanew video ~
which you can see
for yourself now
at NME.COM/Blog

- the band give fans

asneakpreview of
asection of a new
song, plus thare'’s
footage of thep
partying wi

P Mddy in his

[TH

'l g
WEST GETS
FLOWERED UP
Kanye West
collaborated
with The Killers’
frontman Brandon
Flowers and
30 Second
To Mars' Jared
Letoona ne
song. Flowers
apparentiy plays
keyhoards on the,

_St-untitled

SONE. “Shitwa
dope,” We

mate ophis 108,

-

WIN TICKETS
TO GREAT
ESCAPE

Plus Emmy The Great
and Cursive added to bill

T T

host of new bands, including
Mumfoerd & Sons, Cursive, fohnny
Flynn and Emimy The Great have
joined the bill for The Great Escape
festival in Brighton this May.

The multi-venue, three day bash is set to take
over Brighton from May 14-18, and will see over
300 bands - fram 8+ itish Sea Power to Chew
Lips ~ perform across 34 of the seaslde resort's
best and most intimate venues,

Headliners Kasabian are set to preview new
material from thefr ‘West Ryder Pauper Lunatic
Asylum' album and the festival also offers
punters the chance to catch some of the most
taiked-about up-and-coming bands anthe
planet ~ with the likes of Tiie Soft Pack, Passion
Pit, Golden Silvers, The Chapman Family, Esser
and The Joy Formidable all confirmed to play.

Other bands on the mammoth bill include The
Maccabees, Little Boots, Lightspeed Champion,
Metronamy, Holy Fuck and Future Of The Left.

NME has four festival passes for one lucky
reader and three friends - plus you'll also get
access to the artists’ village, That means you
and your mates will be able to see every gig at
every venue - s¢ you <an seein the festival
seasonin true style!

To be in with a chance of winning, head to
NME.COM/win and answer this questicn:

Thevideo ta The Great Escape headliners’
Kasabian's recent single ‘viad Yhe Impales”
features which famous Noel?

A)Fielding

B) Edmonds

£) Gallagher

The first correct entry chosen at midnight on
May 1wins. T&Cs apply. See NME.COM/teims

25 Apritzeop NME 11



NME Gallery

AC/D

Black Ice European tour
27/03/09 - 16/03/09

It began with a steam train trashing through
the back of the stage and climaxed with six

anons firing in unison; in between came a 50-
foot blow-up-doll, a giant bell and a striptease
from a balding, 54 year-old man standing 5ft 3in.
But hawever big the production was at AC/DC's
02 Arena show this week, just as in Munich

last month (pictuzed), the riffs were bigger,
reasserting Angus Young and £/s status as

the most fun night out in the fistory of human
beings. we salute them...

PHOTOS: STARSTOCK PHOTGSHOT/RETNA
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a’s of the
English roses

Loe Mavers onstage
with Pete, March 29,
will he record with
Babyshambles (below)?

A second La’s album could be on the way - with
Doherty and Babyshambles on backing duties...

ee Mavara could finally be set
to record a second album with
The La's - using Babyshambles
as his backing band.

Due to the mysterious, reclusive
nature of the legendary frontman 1t had
seemed unlikely that a second La's album
waould ever be made However, NME has
learned that Mavers has asked Peter Doherty
and co if they will help him cut.

Mavers was coaxed out to play at recent
Doherty sole gigs 11 Birmingham and Londen
- and apparently the Liverpool songsmith had
such 2 blast he 15 liming up Babyshambles for
new La's material,

“He kept saying, ‘Wow, it’s like The Beatles! "
Babyshambles’ Adam Ficek told NME, afte:

14 NME 25 4p-iizon9

drumming with Mavers on La's classies
*Son Of A Gun' and ‘There She Goes' at

the gigs. “He said hosw tuch he loved what
we do, how we play, how we look. Then Peter
said Lee wants us to be his backing band.
I'm not sure where it'll go from here, but

it's encugh to get excited about”

Ficel, who, as well as drumming for Peter
and Babyshambles, records solo material
under the Roses, Kings, Castles alias,
confirmed that any hook-up would ba
to record new La's material.

“Lee said he’s got loads of songs wrntten
and he'd like us to get involved,” he explained,
adding that despite his surly image the
guitarist/singer was actually a friendly
chap. “He's a warm character,” Ficek
explained “He's very friendly and
focused on what he wants to do®

Muavers mught have to battle aganst
Peter and co's bulying schedule, though.
After more solo shows Lhis year, the
band vrill demo new Babyshambles
songs including ‘Boy David’, ‘Natives At
The Gates Of Rome’, ‘Maybelline’ and
Jumping Bean’ and have pencilledina
UK tour and possible low-key release for
late 2009, Ficek, meanvhile, will releace
his second RKC album. ‘“T've come out of
my twee indte stage,” he said. “It's going
to be a bit darker. Just off-white!"

The Pieate Bay
PIRATE’S SU
A5 NME went to
press, the four
foitnders of The
Pirate Bay wera
found guilty
over copyrigh
infringement, each
helng sentenced to
ayear in prisen
am fined £2.4
million. Founder
Sunde Kolmisoppl
was defiant, calling
the Swedish case “3
theatee for medlia™
and insisting that
The Pirate Bay i
not finished asa
website, Online
reaction was mixeg
with Mike skinner
Twittering that the
founders' attitude
“sugked", Stephen
Fry admitted: “I"
not supposed to
support chem, but
1do”. A web press
canference held
after the sentenc g
saw Kolmisoppi

declare that they

K IKEN!
GEY BEACHED
Hadouken!, Dan Le
Sac Vs Soroolus pip
and Official Secre
Acthave been added
to the Beach Breg
hitl. The student:
only festival takes
place In Cormwall op
Jupels-1%

FREE ADIDAS |
GIGS

The Rakes, Voun,.
Fathers and The
Rifies all play a free
show on April 30 at
London's Club 229
for NME Radio.
tickets at NME

GATHERING''S
The Whip, DIDYX,"
Dan Black and
Tormmy Spaiks wi
play the Tuborg
Live Masi¢ Stage att
GlohalGathering

an July 24-25.

DID YOU STOP
DOVES’ #1?

Lady Gaga beats band to

top of charts by six copies

oves missed out on their third
stccessive Number One album by just
sixsales, NME learned this week.

So that means i just seven more
fans had gone down the shops and bought
‘Kingdom Of Rust’ it would have beaten Lady
Gaga's ‘The Fame’ to the tep in one of the most
closely fought chart battles in years.

Having led for most of the week, Doves fell
behind, as marry record s+aps dosed for Good
Friday (April 10), allow* g Ldy Gaga to sneak
akead through supermarket sales in the Official
Chart Company's sales round up. ‘Kingdom Of
Rust' clocked up 44,973 sales, whife ‘The Fame'
registered 44,979.

Official Chart Company's Managing Directaor
Martin Talbot told NME: “The thart has heen
very tight In the past, hut this is the first time
it's coime down to single figures inawhile.”

withsuch a narrow margin denhying Doves
another Numher One album, naturally, there
was talk ahout whether every topy of .. Rust’
was countted. NME even heard whispers of nine
copies ffogged in a west London record shop
that, due to computer compatibility, might rot
have been counted. However, the OCLCinsist the
system is fair and there's no need forarecount.
"Ningty-eight per cent of sales are counted, it's
as robustas it gets, There used tobe a sample, it
doesn't work like that any more,” said Talbat,
“Someone always has to win and somebody has
to lose, we're very confident that the chart
reflects the accurate position of both titles.”

So how did .. Rust’ end upmissing out on the
Numbet One slat by just six records? The band
are naturally maintziring a dignified silence,
but a friend of one MME staffer admitted “one
of those is my copy, forgot to get one, please
apologise to Doves™.

0K, that's one copy - are you one of the
Doves Six? DM you intended to huy .. Rust’
hut somehow didn't get round to it. Send
your excuses and heartfeit apologies to
letters@nme.comnow and we'll tell the band...
oh, and go out and buy the album now.




Classics. With a twist.

40 Carnaby Street, London
www.gola.co.uk
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IG INDAE'S SEWERS Ft

Alan McGeeat the Build- A- ear -
Workshop in Hamleys, Regent Street
He spent the entire time on hus
ignoring hislnd  get off Twatter, Alan!
The one that looks like a tramp i The
Waombate watehing Swedish neo-

vamnpire flisk Let The Right
'gv Onefnn a centsal London
¢ | cinema.Escer hanging about
“ ] outside NME Towers {our
security quards were laughing at his
hai). Ex Manchester United night back
legend Clayton Blackmore watching
The Blatkout 1n Cardhff Fans Rotter and
another Horror with hus white (white!)
hood up doing a spot of shopping on
Oxdord Street Bobby Gitlespie, Gazza,
the guy that played Trigger 1n Ondy
Fools And Horses, TV-am sexpot Anne
Diamond, Richard Hammond off Top

Gear (who got mobbed bizarrely) at
vantous AC/DC shows this last week

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS
TO THE WHITE MAN

Since the dawn of time, every US rapper’s
favounte rock group has been Caldplay
Now, at last, someone’s shpped P Diidy

orget trying to spot Liam Gallagher on Google

Street View, we've discovered Google Patent

Search. What, you missed it? Well, searching
among the ‘Brine Shrimp Hatcheries’ and ‘Reaming

Drills’, wi

we found a fistful of patents belonging to

musical megastars. Like Prince’s “ornamental design
for portable electronic keyboard musical instrument”.
He only reinvented the keytar (above, 2)! Then there’s

Eddie Van Halen’s flip-out support device (1), which

allows the user to play the guitar in an upright, piano-

like position. Note Eddie’s also-patented ‘Look Of
Rocking Out’ too. Cock rock, anyone? Then there’s
Michael Jackson’s stage magic. Last seen in the

‘Smooth Criminal’ video, it’s a “method and means for
creating anti-gravity illusion”,
into the stage, allowing the wearer to lean at 45 degree

, a pair of shoes that hook

angles (3). Will they come out at his O2 shows? On,

HISHATCH OF THE DA\‘
They say footballers should
have another career to fall
back on for when they graze

aknee orturn 30 Well, 1

Z tums out that former QPR cult hers

and current Luton Town striker Kevin
E Gallen 15 something of a would-be NME

OAM| \'MI’WKII’(IMWNW

16 W 25 Apri 2009

at age 50, would that ]ust Pop. hls }nps out‘?

2 reviewer Lastweek, he gotin touch wath

us with an impromptu review of
Simple Minds ‘Graffit1 Soul. Gallen
says it's “different class”, awarding
it rune out of 10. Not sure who's
been comrussioned for the mag
yet, but we're currently searching
the staff for someone who’s scored
1n the Premiership to make it

afair companson.

a tape of some real underground shit-
Aretic Monkeys. And herehe 1s,ona

wideo posted by the Monkeys on their
website, pronounemg himself number

- one fan and declaring a

‘bromance’ hetween him and

drummer Matt Helders, as they
walk arm-in-arm around hus
gangsta's paradise home Highhghts
wnelude Diddy pomting out a barrel of
apples (which he Sags up by saying
*Apples! Apples! Apples!”), and James
‘Sirmuan Motnle Duseo’ Ford kaokang
dinucally dead, passed out face-down by
the pool. “This s what happens to the
white man when he comes toa P Diddy
party,” the mogul erows. Twenty saconds
from the end, the video cuts back to the
studro, and we get a sneak-peek of what
could be new Monkeys tunes Isthat

AT DOES
}‘OthNY BORRELL

LOOK LIKE DRAWN
BY A 4-YEAR-OLD?

Tharks
Sy fruen

Yo e s
Agpegien

- 8 Wi,
What dovou
NENT I

25 e ey
K 'an
anrgvh
s S oree
o

awmsome psychedelic pop direction
we're heaning? Watch for yourself at

. www nme comy/blogs
- ITSNOT YOU, IT’'SKITTY

Keith Allen- actor, blaggard, footballing
songwirter We'dall forgotten that he
eorwrate World In Maton' with New
Crder, though sadly we can never scrub
'Vindaloo’ from our subconscious

Now we've got a posted from-the-past
rermunder of his choon ‘On Me Head, Sor’,
written for 2001 mackumentary Mike
Bassetr England Manager
It comes care of the recent
revelation that Lily Allen
was brought 1n as a ninger
for Atomue Kitten. After Natasha
Hamilton fell 1ll, Keith apparently put

forward 14 year-old Lily as

asimging sub Lily turned T'M NOT
out tobe a super-sub~ A 1,
her vocal dominates the PI?G%
firmashed product




THE NEW ALBUM OUT NOW
CD | CD+DVD | VINYL+CD | BOXSET DOWNLOAD

ON TOUR IN DECEMBER
sat 12th -glasgow -secc | sun 13th-birmingham -1g arena
tm | wed 16th - london -0, arena | fri 18th-manchester-m e.n. arena
BUY AT LIVENATION.CO.UK | CREDIT CARDS TEL: 0844 576 5483
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UNBEATABLE
PROTECTION

BE READY FOR ANYTHING




Vincent Frank, the
’80s-tinged electro
popper, on coffee,

La Roux and being
sick in NME’s loo

ello, Vinerm, "ve Just seen
you perform a pon cancert
ina record shop.

Did you like the cover of
[Pet Shop Baye'] ‘It's A Sin‘2"”

1did, although | wasn’t 50 sure ahout
your degision to change tha tune.
“They told me to. It's in the same key,.”

who, the Pet Shop Bays told you?
“No, the label and management and all
that, so that 1t didn’t sound the same, But
1f it doean’t sound the same 1 don't see
the point in deing it. But stiil”

what did your do last night?
“I wasg at home "

This is the hame that | can find the
location of by looking on your website?
Your kabel have hasically electronically
tagged you, like ane might tag a sex
offender, so that people can see what
you're up to.

“That's it, yes. Sax offenders can see
what I'm doing.”

I'm not sure I'd be happy about
someone electronieally tagging me.

“Tt sclds to the transparency you have as
an artist. Twitter is all well and good but
you can lie on it — you can't lie about
where you are when you're tagged ®

All 1 want, Vincent, is an alr of mystery.
“T think youn can still hold a lot back.
With the Live And Lost thing [a TV show
in which Frankmusik was dumpedina

9 field and told to get on with it] a lot of it

‘a&iif L--~f"

was about bringing the beat out
of ather people.”

tbumped Inte you In a petrol station
once. where do you stand on tha wild
Bean £afé concept?

“Wild Bean Cabé is colfee that really
sets a new level of average, but 11ike
their pastries.”

1 find Wild Bean Cafds almost offenstve.
what they have done Is chucked a coffee
machine In the corner of a petrol station
- [t might as well be a cup of petrol - but
beczuse they've done the Wild Bean
Café signs in anatural-looking font and
are using words fTke “wild’ and ‘bean’
they assume people will go, “Oh, alright

&=

THE MACCABEES
LOVE YOU BETTER

DOWNLOAD OUT 26TH APRIL
CD & 2 X 7" VINYL 27TH APRIL

WWW. THEMACCABEES.CO.UK

WWW.MYSPACE COM/THEMACCAREES

PETER ROBINSON

WHAT I'M DOING”

then, I'll eat some fond In a petrol
station”. How stupld da they think we
are? It makes me quite angry, ¥incent.
“[sn't that what pop music all about?"

Téall me ahottt that, vinee.

"Well, since 1985 people have been
force-fed this idea that pop music
doesn't have to ba real and can be
mamifactured, and peaple go and buy It
because 1t"a easy and accessible, but it
raight taste }lkecrap.®

who works In the wild Bean Café of pop?
“That’s about 80 par cent of pop music.
Most things that coms out of Americs.”

Do you like La Rowe?
“Do [ like her musie? Yes. Heras
a peraon? Not 0 sure about”

what ks she llke as a persan?
“FIERCELY competitive ”

That sounds I ke someone

1 Kow, Vincent...

“Naw, came on. I wouldn't, for example,

say sbaut that BBC Sound Of 2008 pell,
'I'm the only decent one on tha ghortlist’,
in front of soreone else who was on that
list. For exemyle. How fa rude!”

1 1ike to think that she Is Iovely and
ks a friendly amazing person.
“You'd like ta think that about a kot
of people, Peter”

11ike to think that about you.
“Well, we can state for the record, can't
we, that when ['was half-eut out of my
mind I did go te yeur house and sooked
for you"

‘Cooked’ Isn't pxactly what
happened - you announced
that you were a ‘hritllant cook’
then burned a pork chop so
badly inta the battomofa
saucepan that i ended up
having ta throw the saucepan
away. Yhat s what actually happened.
“And then [ threw up all over your
bathroom. La Roux wouldn’t do that

for you, mate.”

FYI...

M As you've guessed, Frankmusli ks
not Yincent Frank's real name

H But then neither ¥s Yincent Frank -
his real name Is vincent Turner

H Ufe Is very compficated, sometimes,
isit not?

FOLLOW PETER AT:




LETTERSD

YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

Letter of the week

Primary schooling

had my mind blown teday. I downloaded

‘Primary Colours’ and I'm beside myself

1 was one of those haters who dismissed The

Horrors as a Shoreditch practical joke that was
wearing thin as soon as it was made and, if 'm
honest, I never gave the first album anything like
a fair listen. But Christ, I will now. For many years
we've been drowning in grotesque approximations
of what Channel 4 executives imagine is classified
as ‘indie music’, This record is the depthcharge that
will bring the reluctant support of dishwater bands
like Maximo Park and The Killers tumbling down.
The Horrors have proven that young white men
with guitars can still be interesting musicians, that
punks can be clever, and that having good clothes
doesn’t mean bad brains. Wow, I would never have
thought I'd have been so proudly aboard the second
wave of Horrors hype. Print this and redeem me.
Phin, London

20 MME 25 aprizoeg

HORROR SHOW

Am I the only one who never doubted
The Horrors' brilliance? Obwiously ‘Sea
Within A Sea’ is the most arnazing
single ta be relensed so far this year, but
1hope people don't forget that their hrst
album was pretty fantastic as well, Faris
is the most unpredictable frontmanin
British pop today and there are no bands
who understand the history of music
quite hike this band do. People hated on
them because they had eool clothes,

but whe refused ta listen ta the Stones
because they lnoked l ke they strolled
off Satan's catwalk? Whocver claimed
PJ Harvey was a shitbag just because
she was fit? No-one I've ever met. Oh,
and I'm not a London rrendy; I live in
Middleborough and have {at thighs.
Mel, via email

Please, people, stop banging on about
The Horrors. God, it's disgusting how
quickly the nation has fallen for hype alt
aver again. Don't you remember what
happened last time” NME said that they
were the future, put them on the eover
looking like jerks, then, once they
actually started playing gigs and
releasing tracks it turned out that they

MIDID‘%
&

were nothing but speilt Lendon
arseholes who wanted to hang out {n the
public eye and bully pecple tike Tom
Clarke. So now they've discovered that
musie gets more ¢complex than garege
rock and everyone’s gething excited
again. Weill, great for then. But
serously, 'm much more excited about
the new Doves record than anything
these 1dints eculd come up with.
Terrance, via email

Terrance, be careful. Take a step back
from opinions and hush your mouth,
becouseyou’re dangerously close to
missing out on the first cool thing to
happen to British music in two years.
But if you're really determined to
spend your time depressed and alone
in bad trousers listening to the Doves
album lika a fat old douche then
Iean’t help you. You can sit there
mumbling stupidly about "Nathan
Barleys”, or whutever outmoded diss
you have for anyone who lives (n
London but can’t afford a flat in
Camden as long asyou fike, you
massive geek. There is o certain irony
that the nation’s blogmedia expend
so much energy dissing east London’s
perceived pratentions, and yatit’s
the Shoreditch kids they've turned
towho will drag ug out of the gumboot
tndie malarse we’ve spent inglorious
years within. Remamber wher india
wres for weird dudes whoae taste
confused the kids at school?

Thanks to The Horrors, those

days are returning — AM

PUBLICENEMY #1

Whar is it with all this Eneray bashing
lately? Here we have a band who make
musi~because they “fave playing live,
and get a masswve adrenaline rush

from it”, They write music to satisfy
themselves just as much as other people.

‘Music F;r The
People’, but are the

I people listening?



DUAN CHAUQE Y/ ED MI LTS

JULIE, LONDON
“This is me wath the very funny
Dan Le Sac at his gig at Bush Hall

February”

It's realHlife situations that inspire thera
to make their own musie, and they tell it
how it is. If we've come to a stage where
we slag off musicians just because they
write songs about something that means
alot to them, wathout even hearing the
album n question, then maybe it's time
we give up Would you all be happy
Listening to someone singing about thesr
“pokerface” and spinning ‘right round,”
for the rest of your lives®

Ligm, vicemail

So, "Barry, via emasl” (Letters, April 11),
Thave ta say you are a complete tosser
Do us all a favaur and stap slating

a band you clearly know fuck all about
If Enemy albums didn't sell they
wouldn’t be releasing amazing new
singles like ‘No Time For Tears’ Stop
spending your time bumming NME’s
opinions and hsternung to shit bands hke
La Roux and start spending your few
pennies on quality music Peace.
Clawre Valennine, vic email

So clearly Enemy fans don’t like pop
music. Which iv a shame for them It
meany they'll probebly never enjoy
dancing, which means thatchey’ll
never develop any rhythm, which
means that they’ll never be any good
at sex, which means they’ll probably
develop a regentment towards anyone
whao wants to screw them, which will
probably develop into a miggling fear
of pussy and dick, which will stop
ther from ever enjoying o proper
relationship with anyone beyond
RedTube.com and they’llend up
confused, frustrated and lonely,
drinking too much and starting fights.
Andallthat’s going todaisturn
Enemy gigs into loutish beer kghts,
make them look like a band for dicks,
and reinforee the clichd of thuggish
indie rock music fans. Great —AM

REPRISE OF
THE IDIOTS

“Most of the NME team were araund

for the arse-end of the last Conservative
regime and remember the nots and

the strikes and the vampinc
consumensm. Never agam,” says Pete
Cashmore {Letrers, April 11). “Vampirie
consumerism” 1n contrast to the, uh,
vampiric consumerism that's landed us
1n the biggest depression since, oh, the
Great Depression, I suppose By the way,
Pete, did you notice the waldeat stnkes
for the last 12 years® Or the rape
{metapherical) of trade uniens and the
countryside? How about the G20

riots? Have fun with Gordon ‘I've always
supported low regulation’ Brown, Sir
Fred, ID cards, and 90-day detention,
guys ['llvote Dave ‘Bullingdon’
Cameron if 1t restores effective
governance in this country And, um,

so will everyone else

Sam Johnson, Bourntemouth

OR Sam, sa many people mght vote
Tory next time around; but, if
everyone took it in turns to beat your
mother in the face with the buet of

a gun, would you do it us well? - AM

XX MARKS
THE SPOT

1was stumbling through MySpace, on
the look-out for anything new warth
Listening to, when { saw a link for The
XX off the Metronomy page [ couldn’t
beheve what an amazing band I'd
sturnbled upon! Of course, 1 m sure
you're fully aware of thus, as not only
did I then realise that they're featured
in this week’s 10 Tracks, but they were
ene of your New Noise band choices
too! Just when 1 thought I'd found

a new band before you, I couldn't be
more wrong.

Mute, Banbury

I gtiess New Musie Editor Jaimie
Hodgsor did a good thing there,
maybe ityust about redeems him
for the 30H!3debacle - AM

NOT HIM AGAIN

Helio, :n WME (Aprif 11) there was

a letter from Tony Barton cathng Pete(r)
Doherty a "jumped up drug addiet who
cant sing for shat * Listen, Tony, fuek off
You cant even spelt his fueling name
nght The guy's probably one of the best
musiciens Britain's seen n years ¢o
what if he does drugs? It doesn't affect
how good a musician he 1s, does it?!
Jack Arnold, via email

Iremember reading this letter in
2004. Gad, isn’t the mugie world dull?
Thank fuck for Shareditch =AM

The sad truth of Pete Doherty was clear
at his talk to the srudents the other week
his tattoo being the enly sign he has
a son,Ifhe can t focus on the mest
inpaortent thing :n lug e thenhe:s
unlikely to deliver anything of musical
significance either. Shame NME spends
time on cveating the legend and not
lighhghting the woeful inadequacies
of hus life
Wilsen, via email

Wha says hu 2on hag to be the most
important thing in his fife? History is
full of absentee dads, so face it: if your
dad doesn’t want te hang around
there's nothing you can do about it,
You've fust got to hope your mum's
zool, man up, do some weights, and
then, when you’'re 17, you go find your
dad drunk in a pub and punch Aum
out in front of ail his friends

That’s rauch cooler than bitching
about alimony ~ AM

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

ki tteramipe coem Pesl; The

Letters Page, ANE B FinRuidsieg,
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AND SAVE
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OTHER
HING...

In case you've still
mot made your point

i

WHATEVER PEQPLE SAY 'M ON
THAT'S WHAT I'M NOT ON
would just like to say that tlx
Juctser ‘coolest man on the
ot and revolutionary
yongweiter Alex Turner is not
o heroin.

NEREY VIR EMATLL
that newe? Neither am I, Lat'y
ave 3 par ly —AM

THERE SETTEE GOES
If you ever feature an interview
nk Lee Mavers, could you ask
why it is that whenevera
s selure advert comes on TV,
taxv She Goes' wall tawvitaldy
playing in the backygrousnd®
JERAN VIA EMAIL
Bersuse he’s saving up for the
Bv2s 50 he can come to mne g
Larners pacty AM

INDIE STAR IN CHILD
KILLING PLOT

&« Mara looks just hke that
lamine off EastEnders who
{l¢d that blonde eluld.
LEX, VI3 EMAIL
*1e’s not invited to the pasrty
wn—-AM

LETTER THAT GETS
STRAJGNT TO THE POINT
don’t like Glasvegas
FIRLEY, VIA EMAIL
jorTy, you re not invated o the
wirty, but Glasveges are -~ AM

LETFER THAT GETS TO THE
POINT EVEN QINCKER
sdye Park = shite
INCE, VI8 EMAIL
fou're invited Vince. Would you
nnd bringing some girls
hoagh? 1t’s a bit of a sausedgs
gt at the moment — AM

SOMETHING THAT MAY MAVE
DT LOST IN THE POST
I just wanted to say that oy ded
& still laughing that NME™s Dan
r1in gave Kasabian's
Juniversally agred) shat secoml
beitn 9/10. He think’s he's

aright neb
(OWARD, SHREWSBURY
Lasalian are shat, but your dads
ydick and should concentrate
o teaching you how to spall
’h and nerther of you are | yre il
o the party, Dan Martin's
womireg and 1 don’t want wo
itie - AN




FINDING THE BEST NEW MUSIC

it

@ Superhero pop music that will §
soundtrack all of your weddings LS %

“MUSIC ©
1
{

oraewhere aver the rainbow, way up
hgh, in a place possibly called
eaven, music is ajoyful, unifying
force. Lord Nelson and Boudicca are
waltzing through clouds to Miles
Davis'‘My Funny Valentine', while Matlene
Dietrich teaches a classroom of smuling
tragicatly murdered children the chords to
"Clair De Lune’. Nearby The Victims Of Cival
War Orchestra are entertaining Africa’s AIDS
generation by belting through the Duran
Duran back eatalogue.

Meanwhile, back on Earth, under a spitting
landslide of shit, you and me sit unhappily,
sifting through playlists, shuffing between
dubstep remixes, arsebundle indie bands
and esoteric rap, looking for anything to play
at a party which more than, ooh, five people
may enjoy. I mean, are you going to danceto
Jamie T at your wedding® Probably nat, but
what's the alternative? Where are the sengs
that transcend taste and enobhery® ‘Well, for
a while at least, you're not going to find them
at the Barfly, because LA's Music Go Music
are taking them to the seas.

“We are trying to get our first tour on a eruise
ship,” says singer Gala Bell, grinning sa
broadly the tep of her head mught topple off.
“We want it to be proper, so we stay there fora
fevrweeks, and play every night. We're serious
about it and we know it’s a big commitment,
but we’re trying to get auditions.”

Yep, MGM ray be now musie’s brightest
gem, butin a month's time they’ll ba cireling
Canetin playing to elderly Midwe sterners in
tracksuits and you, my hipster friends, wall
just have to wait. And why not? Endless
troops of nihilistic bands emerge to drive
a bulldozer over the already-shattered
fragments of society viith an onslaught
of V-signs and erotic videos for kids and
everyone under 30 loves them - (t's about
time the planet’s most exciting new band
was one designed to blow alf minds.

“All my parents’ friends arc like, 'Oh, yoa're
doing same real musiwe) Much better than all
that weird stuff you were doing before " It'a
exciting 1o make music for everyone” Quite,
and face it, what would you rather dance to,
'Abba Geld’ or fucking Diple? “1 love the Abba
comparison,” Gala smiles {(which is lucky
because everpone is makingit). "We couldn’t
ever beivom gbout this. We couldn’t have
made the songs the way that they are unless
we genuinely loved this music, Even though
the lyrics are, like, over the top and the music
is over the top, I take 1t seriously you know.”

Reel m your indie snobbery, NME readers,
don't thank that just because you've been
telling everyone in your dorm abiout how the
new Horrors album sounds like Neul that
you'te better than this. Music Go Music have
indie credibility that makes you look like the
Village Paople. See, while by night vocalist
Gala Bell, chief .ongwriter Kamer Maza and
the mysterious Torg are a solar disco flest
eclipsing the moon with their deathstar
glitterball, by day they arc Bodies Of Water, an
indie band Pitchforkier than Dave Sitck using
atired metaphor about & farmer and/or devil.
But, as the band began ta recerd their self-
released debut album, new songs startedto
emerge: enormous, scandalously pop songs -
after two years they'd built up a whole alburn’s
worth of interstellar melodrama and Music Go
Music had forced itself into existence,

“We want Music Go Music to be like 2
franchise” says Gala, “so once I'm oo old or
too sick of it, we can have a new Gala Bell and
anew Kamer Maza We'll do all the
nterviewing and audition them and it'll be
always rotating, eternally. People will be like, 8
'I really like the Gala from 202010 2026. Who's
your faveurite?’ ‘Oh no, I like the one from
2030 16 2032, she was the best, but shahad
areally bad drug problem.” It U be fun®

Grow up, NME, Music Go Music are your
favourite new band. Alex Miller
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Blrds of epée, MGM {I-1)*
’ Torg, Kamer and Gala

' I N

NEED TO KNOW...
Hi-i sci-fi that

spits glitter In the face

of Insincere trends

Abba, Heartbreak,

@ walk Alone’
Wrw. myspace.com/
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IN CASE OF FIRE

(Gigantic tunes, gigantic... managers?

lessed with a big-name producer,
a major label and Galtows'
rnanagement: can anyone stop ICOF
from taking over the world® And
should we care if their shamelessly
videsereen pop metal takeaver 15 scuppered?
“Everything has felleninto place forus,”
argues uinger/guitarist Steven Robinson,
who comprises the band alongside drummer
brother Colin and bassist Mark Willlamson,
“hut it taok a long time to happen [ICOF was
birthed in 2008 and they’ve been qugging
around their native Northern Ireland since],
We played purselves to death " Hence "Align
The Planets’, the Gil Norton-helmed album
that sits betwsen his work wnth Foo Fighters

- The cymbals will be PSSR
hungry just looking &
at this picture

THE YEAH YOU’S

Wry two-man mega-pop powerhouse

f a cosmically tuneful mix of Queen,

The Feeling, Xeane - callit*The

Queanling’, if you wall = doesn't

wmmediately ring your bell you should

perhaps move along sharpish

But if, for the sake of argument, you rather

like the sound of tunes so massive they
would donunate vour field of vision if you
were standing 80 miles away (we're talking
tunes bigger than the sun here) you might
like to say helle to Mike and Nick, two chaps
with a stylish hneinvintage Derek and Clive-
inspired 1conography They're The Yeah You's,
the duo wath the unnecessary apostrophe
whose debut single ‘15 Minutes' is a quirky
but also arrazing meditation on fame

and Jimmy Eat World such is its FM-fendly
anthemica. ‘Do What [ Say’ seems designed
for the credits of a Vin Diesel brammbuster,
while ‘The Cleansing’ and ‘This Tune We
Stand”s vast ambition suggest they deserve
towin & fair few hearts.

ICOF aren’t going to change the world -
despite their manifesto-hke New Agenda
which proclaims, daringly, that they den't
like war - but they might make a few angry
adolescent males sexibble something new
on ta thewr rough baoks Ben Patashnik

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Skysaaping pop-metal hybrid
Dowmlcad: ‘The Cleansing’

'BLOG HYPE |

ackn the day Lou Reed had
aphilosophy: he wanted a recording
utopia where cymbals wouldn’t
drown out gutars. It was 2 brave
dream, some (probably) mocked
hum “It’s his heron addled mind,” they would
ery "Cymbals eat guitars,” he would reply
Well ol’ creakang bones would probably
hate this noise-pop quartet from Staten
Island, New York. They share his1deology in
narnesake only as they sound like Pavement
with canyon eche guitars, macabre images
and, yup, thrashung eymbals Oh, and sound
nothing hke The Velvet Undergreund
‘Tt would be my dream to meet Stephen
Matkmus,” says singer/gutarnst Joe Ferocious
who recently dropped out of college to “focus

“The thought that you can just mp off to be
famous, solve a few financial woes then be
back by teatime to get on with life again 1s
amyth,’ declares Nick Clearly songs of this
nature turn up, Lterally, every 15 minutes
but this 15 the best you'll hear this year It’s
certainly in the top three Whateverthe case,
The Yeah You's have even bigger songs up
theur sleeves ('Ready To Love Again’ sounds
suspiczously like a UK Number One) so ignore
this advance warning, however you choose to
nterpret i, at your peril. Peter Robinson

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Smart-alec Brightonian duo

The Yeah You's try to
comprehend how an
apostrophe works

Download: ‘15 Minutes’ ]

CYMBALS EAT GUITARS

Pavement-obsessed Uiber indie survivalists

his energy” 1nto the band. “T am a massve tan
of Pavement, they are huge influence onus
My favourite record 1s ‘Wowee Zowee™

We know what you're thinking- a Pavement
obsessive fan boy who likes to be ecalled
Ferocious does sound really, really bad But
aecordmg ta many a virtual senbe Why There
Are Mountains' may be one of the best ‘1ndie’
(the album is being self-released, so, y'know,
actually ‘mdie”} albums of the year. find wnth
the mayor label skyline being obliterated hike
something out of independence Day, it's time
to batten down the hatches Jamie Crossan

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Proper indie coming to an ATP soon
Download: ‘and The Hazy Sea’




REEN DAY |

W YOUR ENEMY

GLOBAL VIDEO EXCLUSIVE

24TH APRIL ,
ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT ON MTV

MTYV.CO.UK/GREENDAY
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51 5at huddled over my monitor,
like 2 pre-teentransfixedtoa
video nasty past his bedtime,
Saleny's grainy video deburt,
'Dirt!, hlared put at me. As theirimages
of degradation worked their unsavoury
magic, | coukdn’t shake the thought that,
1975 years ago, Jesus Christ was busy
having metalwork Inserted Into his
limbs, some may argue, just so | cansit at
work watching nuksical-snuff flicks made
by ex-rent boy aack addicts from
Chicago. The overriding feeling of my
Good Friday, then, can only be accurately
described as *'icky™. Anyone who wrote
them off {OK, maybe me Included) as

yet annther ‘bay/girl duo that look like
the past and sound Like the futurae’

then get ready for a hypodermic-in-
the-pupil shock. From what we’ve

heard the Merok-released album s
going to be ahe of the most bleakly
barraging debuts In memory.

Other surprises | got over the Easter
break were the fact that, bizarrely, italo-
influenced nu-pop hasn't had everyjast
sorry drop of iInspiration kneaded out of
it just yet with the discovery of E Gold
and, lastly, that punk is not in fact dead,
mangled or soime reimagined existentlal
foncept In 2009. Butrather, more
focussed, vital and better-dressed than
it ever has been. This epiphany was
brought on by
two things:a
grotty, hrittle
live showing by
last week's
Scene piece
darfings,
Graffiti Isfand,
and the hearing of the new album by
LA's Smell scene duchesses, Mika Miko.
The combined power of both made ne
want to traul mry entive printed works,
Tipp-Exing out every compliment I've
given Girfs Aloud/Abba ever. Radar
fesatumres beve we come!

on Qﬂ

OUT HIS BLODI

]
trip-ho
Portishead mainman

So at one end of the Bnstal mugic
spectrum 1s dubstep and at the complete
opposite end1s Malakai. I saw them
hve for the first tume recently - 1mitially
they were just studic bods — and they
absolurely took my head off It was ke
watching fDavid Axelrod produced '6os
psychedehe freaks] The Ele¢tne Prunes
or something, except they know howto
clock a tune. They're not retro as such
but they do give you the sense that
you're watching something real.

Rosie Red Rash are, to me, the most
exeiting band to come out of Bristel 1n

years They're a really raw, all-female

raditionally, Bnstol's always had
adifferent land of energy to the
rest of the country. In the civil
war, we were paymng both sides
to leave us alone. That's always
been the way here- don't bother us, just
let us get on with what we do

With music, it goes back ta The Pap
Group and The Wild Bunch [the‘80s
hip-hop crew that spawned Massive
Attack] « we don t bow down to the
London musie industry. Becoming
famous 1s natanissue it's just about
getting the muswe aut

There seemstobe abitof
a scene happening in Bristol at

Lnd Horrors producer)

Geoff Barrow bigs up his Bristolian natives

-3 Y Mt Forms:
LA smieg dwell, leaning)
- mthe fence .

¥ a Bristol wave
—— .

Mafakai glus us §

band who remuind me of The Shits or
The Shaggs There's an uncontrollable
randomness about them, but the tunes
are really good They're kund of wrong
but it’s not about how techrucally
proficient they are, it's about the vibe
they chuek out Theyhaven't done
anything for a year hecause they're
travelling on bicycles across Europe
but when they come back we're hoping
to release something on Invada.

Team Brick 1s one immensely talented
guy called Matt Willams He'sa muly
tnstrumentahst experimental nawse
artist Younever knosw what you're
going to get when you see

h th ' hin. He" d
el CRIPPLED BLACK It

o ntine rilliant, alt i you're
Them:mbanzfromthat seene pHOEle,S M(JSIC Is mto The Pigeon Det:c:wes

are Thought Formas, who are
signed to our label, Invada.
They're ravr - almost grungey
I suppose - but they've got that
shoegazing thing going on too.
Andifthey're looking at their
shoss it means they're not looking
1n the mirror, know what I' mean®
The guys from Thought Forms aze
1n about a mullion other weird bands
called things hke Silver Stairs Of
Katchikan. They ali play at the Cube
Cinema, which 1s a genuus place It
probably enly holds about 100 peaple
and 1t’s run by volunteers. Along with
The Croft and The Lowsiana, it's
always supported Bnstol music.

., pr
.\«-
'I

GENUINELY DIVERSE:
BEAUTIFUL AND HEAVY"

you'll be corplately
confused by hum.

Invada’s been really lucky
to sigh Crippled Black
Pheanix, whichis Dominie
from Mogwai and Justin
from Iron Monkey and Electrie Wizard

twa of the vitemate British heavy
rock subculture bands. You know
when you read about bands having an
eclectic mux: of styles and then you
listen to them and 1t rught as well be
Katy Perry® Well, Crippled Black
Phoenix's musie 1s genumely diverse
-some of it is really beautiful and
some of 1t is super-heavy but its all
totally rightecus
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WILL THE REAL
SLINVI SHADY
ll.’llliEASE STAND

RET A SFAMOUS/ [YE Y1 R "W B AL

uess who's back, back
agam” The angry
blond Mr S Shady.
What? Surely you
remember - the guy
wheo did that song
about how the world
would feef so empty
without him The one that went “nyech
nyeah-nyech nyeah nyeah nyeah
nyeah” You know that one, ight?

Having difhcuity? Well, s'pose it has
been five years since he last bestrode
the globe [n pop-cultural terms, that’s
half a generation When Shady was last
around, the knds who are now in the key
demographie for his dick-waving
schtick were prabably abour 16 The
warld meves an Only, after hsterung ta
his new single, we're starting to wonder
whether anyone hasinformed Eminem
of this truism.

After one leak (I'm Having A
Relapse”), and one teaser (‘Crack A
Bottle"} Em's return erunched inte hugh
gear on April 7 with the official release
of ‘We Made You'. It came hed to
a classically eartoonmsh video, and in
many other ways it slots neatly into his
oeuvre. You can connect the dots
between this and all his other album
eurtam-raisers: Jugt Lose It', “Without
Me’, ‘The Real Slim Shady’ and *My
Name Is". All had Em front and centre,
spraymng the Shady name around in
vaudevilhan fashion like the ringmaster
in hus own tableid exrcus They were
always fantastie, gaddy pep eultural
Punch & Judy declarations of intent, set
to sodonuse the awrwaves, invitations to
awild nde Were.

Inthe ‘We Made You' promo, Em
mserts himselfinto Ehng’ Jathouse
Rack - presumably a digathistagas
‘rap's Elvis” In reality, it often feels
more ltke a token of the ‘68 Comeback
Special flavour in his career reboot -~ the
sense of a man who was once virulent

30 MME 25 4prii z00g

and virile potent and pissed off,
returnung with a fan-placating
‘everything is still OK’ palaver, one that
ticks the baxes nght down to the
presenption medieation references,
withowt ever arresting the heart

Once, of course, he could stop us1n our
tracks atwill The witty tirades, the
ultra-violence, the XX Xphieit humour -
these were exactly the pop cultural
cattle prod we needed Only months
after /11, the guy was donmung a falge
beard and dragging up as Bin Laden.
He had a tzlent for being rude and
crude and, most importantly, bang-on
contemporary - his wit hit targets that
were of-the-moment. That's why his
records felt so fresh - as he purat, he was
only giving a platform to the lenng room
banter stuff we talked about everyday
but were too gcared to say

After returning with an underwhelming new single, it
seems Eminem has become a parody of himself. Gavin
Haynes asks what happened to the hip-hop maverick?

“Jessicet Simpson -~ sing the chorus”
Jessica Simpson? The Jessica Sumpson
best known for 2003"s Newlyweds MTV
dacu-series® A fading cipher who hasn't
had ahitin years and, as cainerdence
would have it, was dropped by her labe]
three days before thus song broke?

By now we're wendering who's next®
Jernufer fipping Aniston® Oh .yes
Actually it1s Jennifer Amston - another
Agure whase public profile has heen
loslang a little anaerme since the mid-
part of this decade namechecked
alongside her former squeeze John
Mayer, the mternationally renowned
erappy guitarist. Two-thirds in and
things have gotten so tame we're
worrted that pretty soon Em's gonna
start laywng into Britney Then he does

Even discounting the obhgatory fart
noise, t's all about as vatty as a Wayans

WHEN PORNOS ARE ONE-UP ON
YOUR ZEITGEIST BAROMETER
THINGS DON’T BODE WELL

Now —ding-a ling —1t’s 2Kg Inthe
ntervernng half-decade wa've had
YouTube and MySpace Katrinaand
Credit Crunch. Barry O now hills the
Oval Office swavel-chair. High School
Musteal has roughly amassed mere cash
than Guaternala Lady GaGaexists
Greatl The world’s gone completely,
utterly crackers 5o hit uswath your best
shot then please, Mr Poet Laureate Of
Jilted Generations ..

“Damn = I think Kim Kardashian’s
aman” Huh? Kim Kardashian? Best
known for lasting three rounds on
America’s version of Strietly Come
Dancing and releasing a sextapein
2007? That Kimn Kardashian? Uh . what
else have you got?

Brothers movie — one of those schlock-
coms where the joke is the pop cult
reference - and no attempt 1s made to
do anything more constructive with it
Once, Em knew where to stick the knife,
so just think of all the stuff he could
have speared Sarah Pahin for - for being
a reachonary family-values polineian
even while her unwed teen daughter got
knocked up, for being so dumb vis-avis
foreign policy she didn't even know
what the Bush Doctrine was, for wiking
wneessantly. But what does he go for?
That he'd like to dick her. That she
makes his peepee go da deing-dmng
doing. The video casts the same porm
actress who played Palnin 2008, When
POTNos are ONEUp ON your zeitgeist

-y

barometer, things dont
bode well, do they®

Of course, no-one can
stay on pop’s highest
phinth ferever and,
five albumsin, 2004%
‘Encore’ seemed meant
asa finat act. It offered
the first evidence Shm
was slipping a bitin
the mojo department,
entaihinga
preponderance

of slushy songs
dedicated to hus daughter. As his gaze
turned iward to his progeny, he seemed
to be running out of enthustasm for the
wader word As the milhons stacked
up he became more reclusive, and hus
hermetically sealed lifestyle seemed
to spark his imagination less and less.
For someone chiefly concerned with
rappmg about ‘the game’, this would've
been less of a handicap Just ask Fuddy
But for Shim, axmless braggadocio wasn't
hig thing —hus thing vmas narrative
When the greatest hits compilation that
followed was actuatly called ‘Curtain
Call’ kus subsequent silence seemed like
the hinted at resignation that all rappers
are now contractually obliged to enter
How ta grow old gracefully 1s a question
great hip-hop names have struggled
vath Many have found the answer
to hie ;n opening a fashion and allied
consurnables empire. That was never
golng to satisfy Shady. But what would®
‘Sitting around' seemed to be the
answer, and the less he was seen, the
more the rumours swirled Afterhe hit
the buffers 1n 2008, seeking treatment
for sleeping tablet addiction, there were
reports that hus weight had balleoned
too Itall looked very Fat Elvis Or, as
others giggled, Howard Hughes Then,
in 2006, more woe. Proof, his best
friend, self-professed ‘brother’, and D12
collaborator, was shot dead an a barfight

~———



that got out of control. Eminem
apparantly took 1t very badly. As he
re-married and re-divorced childbood
sweetheart and favourite lycieal murder
fantasy Kim, it felt like Shady needed to
sort himself out bafore anything else.
There wasn't going to be any new record
anytime soon, was thera? ‘I'm alwvays in
the studio” he nated in & rare 2007
interview. “Fora while, 1 didn’t want te
go back to the studio...  went through
some personal things. I'm coming

out of those parsonal things [and} it
feels good.”

Sadly, 1t turns out that these years in
the studic have boiled down to more of
the sane. But less good. Afterall this
tume, ail thase prablems, he should at
least have a story to tell- descent into
madness and rebirth' maybe? Even ‘the
hazards of being an up-middle-iinger
cternal teenage bogey-man, while living
with a daughter now entering her own

eenage years' would do. But perhaps
the prablem is more broad thao that.
Maybe it's that he's become a victim of
his own success. Whereas once rapping
about Carson Daly’s Aguilera-aided sex

THE EMINEM SHOW
Eminemn and D¢ Dre at the 2000
Amerlcan Music Awards
In his new video as Blake and
Amy. How very 2007
A young Marshall ifathers with
his estranged mum, Deborah
Battiing It out onstagein tils
2002 film 8 Mile
Entinem with his D12 buddy
Proof, who was shot dead
With YJessica Simpson’ in his
new video. How very 2003 N

TR

acts scemed edgy, it's been so widely
copied that, in the schleb-sniping era of
Perez Hikon, a blizzard of professional
potsholists haa diluted his stoek-in-
trade to meaninglessness.

Or maybe Em's merely releasing the
worst cat from his new record first as
a sort of expectation-dampener, bascd
on the old management slogan of
‘under-promise, over-deliver’. Or maybe
he's spent the past four years weanng
tissue boxes for shoes and standing
butt'naked in front of the TV, saluting
the national anthem in-between 12 hour

Don't let ‘we Made You' tarnish your
memory, Em's come up with more
than his fair share of cdassics

stan = B
On the one hand: gave the E

world Dido. On the other: b

meant that the haters coukd no longer
dismiss hirn as a simple vulgarian. This

Is as fine a chunk of nanrative as you'lt
ever find Ina mere pop sang.

‘Lose Yourself

Recorded in one take on the

set of 8 Mile, ‘Lose Yoursell” =
sounded |lke an artist at the

very plnnacle of his game.

The Real Silm Shady 5

|t went straight to Number ~ T
One and he performed on Top li_:ﬂ
Of The Paps with an army of hottle-blond
fake 5lims in the background.

‘Clkeaning out My Closet [T

Dedicated to the estranged =y
mother whotriedto sue him  EEEARS
for emotional damages for dissing

her on his records.

White America EneMIN
‘The Eminem Show’ curtain-

raiser baits the moral majority S

with: “White America: | couid
beone of your kigs™.

The Kids

Eminem acts as kindergarten

teacher, showenng his class |
with graphic tales of magic mushrooms,
with a nod to South Park's Mr Mackey.

WithoutMe m

“Back, on the rag and

ovulating™. In tine voice too.

g.'.'n'a% ore baw':::;?sdevil e
L] -

and angel. Slim wins. *

My Namels RERE

Calling card that kicked in the

‘doer for him e

Forgot About Dre =

Amazing cameo to be found

on Dre's 2001" album,

TV sessions viewing nothing but The
Weather Channel and fea Statton Zebra,
Who kows? Several people probably.
But fucking hell - one of those peopte
should’ve told him to Brd the remote,
changa the channel, unstick the record.

See Emingm’s telebrity-slagging

single ‘We Made You’ for yourself
at NME.COM/video
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Think music’s become too safe? Tim
Chester heads to Paris to swim in the
hedonism that follows The Virgins

e'd brokenthe
refrigerator,
prasedin some
post boxesand
then Be Your Owm
Pet started a fire
near the church
from 8 Mile1n
WE—PEEELL, Detront Thus guy ran
Mm— on the bus shouting,
‘People will lall you for that' We had to
get out of town pretty fast. .”

Frontman Virgin Donald Cummung
1s teling NME about hie on the road
with the defunet brat punkers between
motuthfuls of steak frites on Paris’
Champs Elysées To be honest, it sounds
pretty fucking fun.

“Somebody got1n trouble for having
sex on the bus,” Donald remembers,
obwiously tallang about himself. “We
had these sponsors whe wanted there to
be no drugs or smoking on the bus Well,
then they should get the fuck of fthe bua
man, this 1s a rock'n'roll tour” There’s no
halfway house with The Virgins You're
either with them or the Chnstian rock
tour manager, nng i your bunkat
11pm studying the next mght's highting
ng Which made them an ocbvious
choice to support The Pigeon Detectives
last year. “That was a crazy tour,”
Donald remembers. “We've never
played to crowds thatbig ¥ Which1s
all fair enough and very exciting, but
come on, The Pigeon Detectives?

“You can't turn down a chance like
that,” bassist Nick Zarin-Ackerman
retorts. “It’s hke 1f you're a writer and
you get offered a job at a shutey
magazine but the distribution’s huge
1t'll ger yeus a lot more jobs *

It seems there's some savvy business
mnds behind those pretty boy faces
Infact, meeting The Virgins smashes
several preconceptions. Weirdly

enough, they worked their balls off
gerting to where they are now,
something those who write them off
as a hyped style band don't seem to get
Reahsing early on they were “pretty
shitty” musicians, the three locked
themselves in Donald’s poky Manhattan
room with a stereo and an eight-track
to hone their inely-tuned funk hefore
taking 1t out to parties to see how it
waould sound on a proper sound system
It wasn't easy Even finding a drummer
was a whole world of pam which saw
the band audition a seerungly infinite
number of deluded hopefuls.

Yes, thexwr Airst gig in Pans was
a fachion show And OK, they've done
a bit of modelling And they did
soundtrack an epsode of Gossip Girt.
And their videos star hot gurls. But
there’s more to them than just groupie-
shagging scenesters Take thewr mereh;
ene band T-shirt bears the profles of
four large pemises, dangly dongs we're
assured aren’t those of the band - or The
Pigeon Detectives {"we needed one
more week with them™).

The key thing 1s that talung ther
clothes off for cult photographer
Ryan MeGinley and spearing Terry
Richardson to design their cover art1s
Just natural for them They can’t help &t
that they re inherently cooler, better
lookang and more chansmatie than
most other bands, me, you and your
mates. If The Enemy had these
cheekbones they'd be frolickang nude in
Mexice Conmung from the epicentre of
cultural cool doesn't hurt either. “lt s
a numbers game 1n New York," guitanst
Wade Oates says. “You've got 100 bands
1n Seattle, you got 10 times that in New
York. Bob Dylan made some of tus best
muss there The Rolling Stones made
some of their best music there. And
these are not New York people butthey

became them and they leave therr mark
and people that grow up 1n Newr York are
influencad by them, leaving theirmark ”

Hailing from the city has seen them
burnt with the STROKES branding wroen
theugh;it's actually journalistic law to
mention it 1n every review We throw
some recent eritical compangons theiw
way t¢ gauge reaction Funky Strokes
("love 1t™), drunk Elvas Costello (“that’s
about nght ), Afrobeat {“that must have
been left over from a Vampire Weekend
mterview - ‘They're from Brooklyn
nght? Afrobeat™) and (in one sentence
this one} Than Lizzy, The Kinks, Wham!
and Duran Duran (“I'll take all of those~
bringing you the hits™)

“People always describe us m terms
of the biggest thing of the moment,
but taking away what makes that thing
whatit1s” Bhck explains “They're
hke Vampize Weekend withaut the
keyboards and the Afncan beats,
MGMT without the peychedehic electro~
rock Like Cyndi Lauperif she wasn’t
from the ‘80s and she didn't have that
high vorce and she didn’t dye her haw
and she didn't do that famous anthem
ahout girls juet wanting to have fun'

What they are, as theirdebut
eponyrmaous record 1s set to estabhish,
15 2009's most unabashed bundie of
fun, siphoning off all the sleazy strut
and rolled back sleeves chie of 'Bos
Manhattan with a dash of post-
mullenmal self-awareness Produced by
Dave Katz and Sam Hollander (whose
CVs are peppered with big-time sheeny
rock acts)it’s a glossy trip through Vice
City layered with lazy raps and louche
reflactions on Life And lyrieally they've
gotthe goodste back it up Youknow
when Donald slurs “fucked up et the
disco, shpping wn the k-hole, sleeping in
the park’s no fun” on 'Hey Hey Gul’ that
he's been there, waking up 1n the Lower
East Side sun 1n a erinkled leather jacket
stuffed full of 1l wraps with girls’

Touring guitarkst
Paul vassallo
relaxes backstage

phone numbers serawled on them. Many
times So he might notbe mbbing
shoulders wath Momssey, but it's real

The Virgins' brand of charisma sttikes
agawn in France. En route to Le Havre
the boys are pulled over by some cops
fora search Two minutes after the taur
manager utters fes mots magique ("The
Virgins "Teen Lovers™) theyre best
buddies, taking free CDs and forgetting
all about the search They come tothe
show later “They were cool as shat,
man,” Denald recalls, before revealing
“they were pretty young qirls Fly cops
I thank it was the ¢ops fram the French
version of Peltce Academy *

Tt shouldn’t come as a surprise Girls
having been cireling the Virgins
honeypot non-stop on this tour, even f
the three (who only last thew virgimties
at 16 and 17) hike to tey and play t down
Some particulazly persist« nt gids have
heen trying to hustle into their rooms on
several dates “They totally hed to me
and made it seem like they’d have to
sleep in their car,” Donald complains,

! One called each of our rooms and tried
the same Lne Andn the mormng
they'd left a $1igm on our ¢ar wath some
Backstreet Boys and "NSync T-shirts
They're really nasty, gross shirts "

Tonught's teen lovers are a elass above
One even brings her model portfoho to
the show, as i to prove her credentials
Warde accommaodates heronthe
dressing room sofa while the others tuck
o the contraband and the room filis
wnth smoke and an mereasing crowd of
hangers-on Busimess as usual, then, for
the band we'd secretly love to bein.
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On the eve of the release of the remastered Tank Girl series,
Damon Albarn’s creative sparring partner Jamie Hewlett and
the character’s creator Alan Martin reveal all about the origins
of Gorillaz, and the most rock’n’roll comie book character ever

he only just
avaded being
squished by
a mulk-float while
poppIng out to
buy fags. She saw
the pioneering
magazine that
catapulted her te
notoriety wither
and die She had
her mainstream profle daubed with shit
ont the big sereen by elueiess Hollywood
swts, Then she suffered the mdigmity
of being relegated to a lootnote n the
portfoho of Jamie ‘Gorallaz’ Hewlett
Yet against all odds, late last year, Tank
Girl - the 2D Courtney Love, “Mad Max
designed by Vivienne Westwood", and
the most rock’n'roll comie book ereation
af her time - turned 20 years old

Set 1n a post-apacalyptie Australia
(Hewlett notes that the stones were
based Down Under because “there's not
many bwldings ' and so were “casier to
draw™) and born from the fertile comucs,
small press and fanzine scene of the
19B0s, from her very creation at the end
of the decade, Tank Girl was a revelation
in DIY culture Yet her tank-riding, hard-
drinking, bounty-hunting, nuutant
kangaroo-shagging story begins when
writer and eo founder Alan Martin and
Hewlett irst met in the nud 1980s1n
Worthing, when Martin wasin aband
called the University Smails with future
2000 AD/DC comuc artist Philip Bond
One of their favountes of the band s
songs was a tune called ‘Rocket Girl',
about a girl Bond had a crushonin
cotlege In fact, after becoming cbsessed
with the 1986 Superman spm-off
Supergir! movie, the trio had started
adding the suffix ‘qurl’ to pretty much
everything..

“I met Phul at school when we were
both 13," remembers Alan “He'd moved
down ta Worthing from Lverpon!
and was sat next to me in maths class.
He was aiready an incredible arnst
and he tumed me on to comies —there
defirutely wouldn't have heen any Tank
Gitl wathout Phit Bond ‘The twe of us
¢ollided with Jamie at art eollege He
and Phil were instantly drawn to eath
other because of their conuic talents,
but ! was a bit stand-offish at first =
1 didn't hike the way Jarnie drew knobs
all over everything”

Thankfully Martin avercame Hewlett's
perzs absession (although he has
repestedly joked 1n interviews that
Hewlett’s manhood 1s “hammer-
shaped”) and the now mseparable trio

ank Girl made her debut proper
imagsue one of Deadline
magazine i Octtober 1988,
gracing the cover hike Carter
USM, Smashing Pumpkms, Ride and
Kurt Cobaim would 1n due course.
Conceived by arnsts Brett Ewins and
Steve Ditlon, and funded by Tom Astor
(the grandsen of Naney Astor, the
frst ever woman to serve ss an MP),
Deadltne*started out as a forum for the
kind of writing and drawing talent that
couldn’t get published 1n mainstream
comues,” explatns Martin, only aligned
with the ereators’ vision of “camies,
media, musie and maore — & magazne
that was racked in newsagents rather
than just comic stores . Deadfine didn't
close until the end of 1995, when the

There are Tank Girl stories
that feature the likes
of Graham Coxon, The

Undertones and Buzzcocks

deeided to produce their own eoraic
Takong their publication's title frem the
‘Cambat Roek’ era Clash song of the
same name, they “barrowed” the staft
photocopier key at their college and ran
off §0 copies of Atom Tan, containing
stories and strips by an assortment of
their stoner ehque 1n Worthing One
Hewlett \llustration was of a bazooka-
clad Amazonan woman pasted atop a
Keroxed photo of a World War [} tank.
Martin “Itwas obvious that she would
be called Tank Gul..”

magazine mvested too much meney
i merchardising products for the
Hollywood Tank Girl hlm and couldn't
recoup 1n hght of the mevie being
dogshit. But we'll come to that in a bit...
“Tank Girl became the figurehead of
the magazine,” continues Martin, “and ut
was a great publication to work for. We
got to do whatever the hell we wanted.
The big problem was that newsagents
didn't have a chie where to put it =it
wasnta comic and it wasn't a music
magazne, so 1t got lost on the shelves

1 Tank Girl on the cover of the first ever
issue of Deadiine (along with House Of
Love and Jah Wobbie), October 1968,
2Tank Givl snuggtes up to Booga in

& story from Deadlne circa 19389,

3 Tank Girl on the cover af Deadilne
again (she shares it with Portishead
and The Offspring this time}, not long
before she had the life sucked out

of her by the Hollywood machine

Things weren't helped when WHSmuth,
shocked by the Jewd content :mnaide
(Tank Girl did ghug a beer branded
Spunk after all) threatened to stop
stocking the title. Not that Martin and
cocared onejot “We went out of our
way to upset these people We actwvely
felt that of we weren't pasing Srmths or
whoever off, then we weren’t domg our
jobs properly " It didn’t do much to help
shuft the product but this punk-style
commutment to offending timid souls
was much of what made Tank Gir great,
11 one 1ssue, our heroine even put the
nut on the ol' Queen Of Hearts hersalf,
Pnacess Duana, before leggimg it wnth
her tiara.

Andit didn’t hurt that the stnps
themselves looked great ~ Hewlett's
relatively clean and eolourful work with
Gorillaz and on the recent Monkey opera
evolved from a style on Yank Gerl that
consisted of spewnng a6 many ideas at
the page as pencil and ink would allows.
Some were good, some were great, but
every nook and cranny of the frame
contamed a gag, an abscure pop culture
reflerence, or maybe just a tiny sketeh of
aFall pun badge In fact,1t’s not
hyperbole to suggest that Hewlett's
early work owes much to semnal Bnt
art genius Brendan McCarthy (who
worked on Judge Dredd, Freakwave and
Skin, the brilhant/bizarre tale of a
thalidemide slanhead 1n "70s London)
Even before he erassed paths wath
Damen Albarnin 1992 (the seeds of
Gonllaz being planted when he
interviewed Blurin the Dec/Janissue of
Deadline that year), 1t was obvious that
Hewlett was a special talent

Meanwiule, writer Martin didn’t
¢are much for tradittonal nohions of
comic book plot or narrative, instead
prefernng hbellous jokes about
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children’s TV, celebrities of the era, Kylie
Minegue and stories about kangaroo
mods “Never start 2 strip with a clear
1dea of staryline,” he adwvises in the
foreword to the series’ thurd collected
works “Instead, commence blindly,
with a vague notion of trying to include
areference to your favourite band, guft
shop, or choeolate bar.”

“Fuiing every avatlable crevice of the
page with song lynes and name checks
to an e¢lectye mixture of film and
television stars was an extension of our
everyday lives,” remembers Martin.
“Jarnie would make mix-tapes of ail
our eurrent favourires and give them
strange, homoerotic album names
like ‘“Young Men Tagether Volume 3™
Appearances by musicians in the stnps
were not uncommon ~ in one tale, Insh
pop punks The Undertones paid Tank
Grlawisit

“The episade that had The Undertones
n?” laughs Hewlett, in Ian Shirley’s
excellent 2005 teme Can Rock & Roll
Save The World? Ar Mustrated History
Of Mustc & Comucs. “Bully the drummer
-1 can’t remember his second name ~
I couldn't draw him for some reason, so
Ijust put a paper bag on his head. We
got a Jetrer from hum actually — he's now
abutchern BeJfast —and he sard, 'I'm
very disappointed I'm notmit’ So{
think the following 1ssue we put imin
domng something ¥

ubsequent Tank Girl stories

saw the eponymous herone

sperting Teenage Fanclub and

Mega City Four T-shirts, stories
were often called things hike Bigmouth
Strikes Again, Morning Glory and The
Mount Mushroom Massacre {which
ca-starred Graham Coxon); and 1n one
1ssue Pete Shelley and Steve Diggle
from Buzzcocks taught Tank Garl's
kangaroo boyfriend Booga how to play
thewr tune ‘Harmony In My Head’

“It was all the people that we were
really mto,” continued Hewlett, “and we
used to end up hearing frem all the indie
bands because they were reading 1t
In fact, Tank Grrl became guite popular
inthe pohitcised indie counterculture as
a sort of cartoon murror of the growing
empowerment of women 1n punk-rock
culture Tunk Girtposters and T sharts
began springing up everywhere,
including one especially made for the
Clause 28 march against Margaret
Thatcher’s leqislation, which stated that

alocal authornrty “shall not intenuonally
promote homosexuality or publsh
material with the intenhon of promoting
homosexuality” “In London, there were
weekly lesbian gathenngs called 'Tank
Gurl nights’, " notes Deadfine publisher
Tom Astor. Amid ali this cultural noise,
1t was only natural that at some point
Hollywood would come calling.

* Rachel Talalay, who had been
producer on lots of John Waters' films -
wncluding Cry Baby and the onginal
Harspray movie = touted the idea
around Hollywood for several years,”
says Alan Marun, “enul finally
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lookang really good. But when it care
out it was. . awful”

Hewlett 1sn't wrong Staring Lor1 Perty
(Paint Break, 4 Laague Of Thelr Own,
Free Willy), 1995 Tank Gudig an
absolute aborminatior of a movie Sure,
that’s not a word shy to many comie-to-
movie adaptations {pre Hollywood's
ntarpretation of Watchmen, everything
taken from an Alan Moore orignal
could be desenbed thus), but even n
such shoddy company, Tank Gir{1s an
IMDb 4 7-scoring atrocity

“The script was lousy,” remembers
Jamie. “Me and Alan kept rewniting 1t

Jamie Hewlett with
thosa other cartoaon
characters Albam
and Danger Mouse

“Adam Ant said Tank Girl

was the comic equivalent
of the Sex Pistols”

ALAN MARTIN

MGM/UA kit The thimg just snowballed
fromthere But too much studie
wvolvement meant that st totally missed
the point of the original comics.”
“Obwviously we were skint,” remembers
Hewlett. “We didn't really earn alot of
money from Deadline. We were very
young and suddenly got the full
Hallywaod treatment — we fell into the
shark pool really They Hew us over
there and did the Jimos and all that. We
were going to see the rushes and it was

and putung Grange Hitl jokes and
Benny Hill jokes 1n, and they obvicusly
weren't getting it Then they forgot to
film about 10 major scenes, so we had
to ammate ther .. it was a hommble
experience I remember when it came
out we were doing loads of press in
England about it and I just slagged it off.
Then1 got a phone call from the peaple
at MGM saying, Shut UpH”

Yet, interestingly, Alan doesn't regret
the experience I don't regret the film,

1 Lori Petty as Tank Girlin the i)k-fated
£995 film 2 Tank Gird first appeared in
Atom Tan, Jamie Hewlett, Afan Martin
and Phillp Band's fanzine 3 Tank Girl
remastered 4 The creatars get their
passport photas done ready for their trip
to Hollywood 8 Tank Girl in a rare
moment of contemplation 6 It doesn't
matter how much Spank Loti drunk, she
could never match her 2D counterpart

1 was almost inevitable Adam Ant ence
saud that Tank Girl1s the comre book
equivalent of the Sex Pistols, soif that’s
true the whole thing had to come
crashing down in a spectacularly
disastrous fashion at some pont As for
the money. afterwe'd paid off our debts
and the tax man had taken s share, we
were left wnith enough cash for a pub
lunch and a new set of Scalextric”

The farlure of the film essentially saw
the death of Tank Girl “We wanted to
kil her off getting hut by a rmlk-fleat
going for exgarettes,” recalls Hewlett
“In the end the Alm did the jab for us*

et while Jame chooses ta busy
himselfwith his growang list
of collaborations with Albam ~
winth Hewlett's consent, and
awhole new art team {Ashley Wood,
Mike MeMahon and Rufus Daygle) -
recently, there'a been a revaval of all
things Tank Grl. “She went AWOL for
a fevs years and 1t’s taken a lot of dogged
determination to drag her back into the
limehight,” says Martin. “But she's back
now and she’s hanging on lLike a rabid
Jaek Russell Over the last two years
we've released two graphic novels (The
Gifing and Vistons Of Booga) and we've
got a regular monthly stnp mn the Judge
Dredd Megazine The cherry on the cake
came last year when we published the
retrospective coffee-table book The
Cream OF Tank Girl —1f your're a fan of
Gorillaz check it out, it’s a feast. .”

Yet what Alan zays next s the most
exating news of all. "Well, Jaraie and
I are putting together another project
that 1s based on an 1dea from long, leng
ago * Whatever that project mught be,
for now, raise a can of Spunk to Tank
Girl Twenty years old, not out..
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AlLL THE RELEASES THAT MATTER Edited by Homish MacBain

Powerless

People

THE ENEMY

| MUSIC FOR THE PEOPLE
(WARNER)

5

Second album sees Tom Clarke’s lot aim
for the stars but sadly fall painfully short

n 2009’ indieverse, few hqures
are more wort}‘ly O‘ your time than
Tom Clarke. Speaker of common
sense and beacon of restraint in
an industry that prides itself on
futile debauchery, hus deft touch on
The Enemy's debut differentiated 1t from
the turgid dnnk beer/shag bird drose
peddied by their supposed peers. He
promised a “*huge' rock record as its
follow-up, and ‘Music For The Paaple'
isindeed gigantie beyond reason.
Sadly though, The Enemy’s secend 15
weighed dewn with pemp and bluster,
and nowhere more 8o than on ‘Elephant
Song' - as lumpen an opener as can
be imagined. The Jam might have been

the mest-drapped-name in relation to
theur debut, but this sounds like friggin’
Def Leppard, such is the overblown
sense of grandeur. It's fuelled by Liam
Watts' steel-armed tub-thumping and
needless string shimmers that aim for
The Whe at their most ambitious, but
only make The Enemy sound like a pub
band with a half~decent synth.

The idea that dousing the rousing punk-
rock fury of ‘We'll Live And Die..’in
bland preduction flourishes will somehow
result 1n a more starely recard pollutes
much of ‘Musie.” ‘Sing When You're In
Love"s painfully tagged-en handelaps
seemto forget they're ot yvet a stadium
band, ‘51st State’ employs that most

rubbish of things — a one-note guitar solo
—and ‘Keep Losing, the most touching
and honest song here, is rendered
laughable by a neutered wash of violins.
Buffed to an over-polished sheen, the
howling rege that made us care ghout
them in the hrst place is buried Andat’s
startling just how familiarit all is -
alongside Leppard, ‘Nation Of Checkout
Girle’ borrows heavily from ‘Commmon

be mistaken for Cast's ‘Wathkaway'
(Cast”) and ‘Don’t Break The Red Tepe’
simply ts London Calling’.

As a byricist, Clarke’s ability to cut to
the nub of a moment was a real boon.

here such as . .Red Tape”s “Welcome to
England, where there tsno fun... there is
no left, there s no right/New Lobowr s a
Joke, just another Thatcherge” (delivered
with a snarl that"d make Pil~cra Johnny
Rotten snteer 1n appreciation); or ‘Sing
When You're In Love”s tender painting
of “a single sud moment when we say our
goodbyes” You might therefore hope
that 1f the music sucks, at least the lyrics
nught be worth shouting along to in
a feld this summer. Yet this new focus
on the vast hagleft Clarke unwilling or
unable to engage with the small dramas
that characterise at] our lives. In ‘Last
Goodliye he repeats “Ever felt o down
woucan’ goar?" over and over in an
almost orgiastic display of blandness
rather than opening up (just as '.Red
Tape"s chorus is a repetitive whirlpool of
clichéd elaganeering that negates the
punch of the verse). While it's always
laudable when artists sing socially
canscious songs, scrething’s been lost
in translation. Rhyming “generatton’
with “eorporatton” in Nation Of
Checkout Girls’ is just hackneyed, and
‘515t State’, with its repeated mantra “Oil!
Drums!™, has the mawkish naiveré of
your nghhon mate waifli ng on about
how fucked up “stuff” is at the minute.
Sowhat happened? Somewhere along
the way The Enemy lost sight of what
they excel at. They thought by turning
everything up, slapping some strings
on and gpealang in grand gestures they
would make a significant step forward;
unfortunately, by interring Clarke’s
songwriting under & veneer of false
confidence they’ve only produced
alame duck of a record. Ben Patashnik

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Keep Losing’
2} ‘Don't Break The Red Tape'
8) Er, that’sit

‘I |7| | 5 GO l’l I‘k

Eisten to ‘Muslic For The People’ at
NME.COM/artists/the-enemy now

IMMACULAYE MACHINE o
HIGH ON JACKSUN HILL (aemy

Yictoria, British Columbia,

o -

~ =™ is not the place you expect
to discover the next MIA.
L which is why Immaculate
‘ E Machine soitnd like an

. amalgam of every other mildly siccessful
: Canadianindie act of the last decade: 3

bit Arcade Fire and a hit Wolf Parade,
with a hint of Stars and Hot Hot Heat

: thrown in for good measure. This ks ho
: aime. They write filllng songs, hand|ing
: rellicking indie-disco stomps and folksy

b}

: strums with equal aplomb. Lyrics display

¢ awry Weezerish wit () iorow you'tl thank
* mefaritlater/'Cos every heartachefsa
: soig") and the winsome boy/glel vocals
Peaple’, while Last Goodbye' conld easily :
: lost thelr virginity to Yo 1a Tengo. If you
: really feet you need another Canadian
. choral ndie troupe in your life, this ks

will cause a brief flutter in anyone who

worth a punt. Sam Richaris

: DOWNLOAD: ‘Primary Colours’
And there are astute (if out-of-date) lines :

POS
NEVER BETTER
(EKY MESAYERS ENTER LAIN MENT)

6

Originally arap-shunning
schoolboy punk, with
beaty third album "Never
Better', POS, aka Stefon
Alexander, has done much

: better than NERD's labaured attempts
: as hip-hoppers with rockist souls, or

: Beastie Boys’ back to-'92 and ‘real

: instruments’ ‘The Mix-Up'. Well aware
- of the mixed lineage, he drops Public

¢ Enemy, Kanye and Fugazi references

i

while unleashing petfect hip-hep
radio fodder *Goedbye’. ‘Orumroll

: (We're All Thirsty), meanwhile,isa

i

: Mp-hop/03! arossover to get Slaughter

& The Dogs baying for more. Even if
It gets a bit hedraoin experimentalist,

: POSis Buck 65 with balls, and has

!

18 ————

more ideas and soul n one cut than
an entire Fiddy wet shit. Jasor Draper
DOWNLOAD: ‘Goodhye’
MAGIK MARKERS o
BALF QUARRY (DRAGCITY)

o MM contd once be found
exploring a kaleidoscope
of hippy meandering that
hore resemblance to the
colourfut interiors of their

own excretory fracts. ‘Balf Quarny,
however, sees Ellsa Ambrogio and Pete
Nolan emerging blinking inte the
sunlight as they continue to excavate
the more focussed sounds of last atbum
‘Boss”. ‘Risperdzal’ and ‘Jerks’ are pure

and throaty no wave blues, whereas
‘The Lighter Side of.. Hippies' hlastsin

: aver the doodles of ‘The Ricercar Of Dy
. Clara Haber’, hke encountering Sanic
: Youth making a desperate dash to use

the facilities. But ‘Baif Quarry”s end

: product, ‘shells’, is the most interesting
: thing here,; 10 minutes of drones, fiddle
: and a haunted attic-wanderIng voral

: from Ambrogio, It surely points to rich

seams still to be discovered. Lke Turmer
DOWNLOAD: ‘Shells



METRIC
FANTASIES {METRIC MUSHC ITERNATIONAL)

8

Sometimes NME choses its
eyes and wishes it were
€anadian. Managing to
totter along perfectly

on the thin line that
separates heing sitpet-rool, really
hlogdy nice and highly skilled at
knockmg out a weird -arse pop song
that can grab you by the heart and the
throat at the same time, they're an
inttmidating bunch and no mistake. By
this reckondng, Metric are unfaltering
cultural stereatypes - amvt that's exactly
wivy they make us so govey and weak at
the knees. ‘Fantasies’ is the band's
newest alban since 2005's ‘Live it Out’
though, canfusingly, an earlier album,
‘Grow Up And Blow Away’, wasa't
released untll 2007. while the four-
piace might not have spent the past few
years up a Tibetan mountain buntng
down the méssing chord and searching
for sonic enlightenment, they’ve
certainly last none of the dellcious
oddball energy that comfortably pitches
their careiree elactronic and romance-
heavy tunes as the work of a lounge
Yeah Yeah Yeahs.

‘Hedp I'm Alive’ is a killer way toopen a
record - a budlding, buxning beast which
morphs into 2 kitten-cute college-rock
chugger before switching back to the
theehbing death disco energy it kicked
itself off with. Across the album's 10
perfectly skewed songs, ‘Satefite Mind’
echoes Ladyhawke's synth-driven '80s
aural road trips while ‘Front Row’ is
a celestial teen-pop take on My Bloody
valentine. ‘Stadlum Love', meanwhille,
is as spine-shakingly epic as its name
suggests, Self-released on their own
label, ‘Fantasies™ finest moment s
the gorgeous, futuresonic ‘Gimime
sympathy’, which sees a hreathy Emily
Haines ask, “'who'd you rather be/The
Beatles or The Rolling Stones?” Um, £an
we be Metr instead? Leonie Cooper
DOWNLOAD: ‘Gimme Sympathy'

THE BLAMK DOG
FERTADR VENANIOME 3ot

ne ‘CCTV Nation™? ‘We Are
Haunted? The track

names on ‘Further...

suggest that a) Britain is

a bit shitty and b) if you
take drugs you'll get parancid. while
there's nothing more depressing
than bringing politics to the party,
the techno veterans’ soumd can
withstand the Richard Littlejohn
diatnbes. The amotphous tUnderground
Resistance-style ambience allows
madchine-rendered melancholy to flow
thraugh the record like mercury, while
snatches of industrial shunts and teny
cticks add griste. When they do up the
BPM, the effectits subtie; the sfeek
techno of “Stempel’ is destined to
soundtrack the filthlest fag-ends of the
afterparty. which, let'sface It, Isthe
only tisne you'll be chattimg politics
anyway. Loitise Brailey
DOWNLOAD: ‘Stempel’

NADIA
WADN 5 SEE THE SLM LLWAS
SUNBINTY m

18

An amblent metal band
named after a sureafist
novel about a wonsan
screaming oist her daysin
anasylum shouldn't be an
easy listen, But while ghost-like singer
and distortion-sculptor Aidan Baker and
cavity-prolapsing bass-monger Leah

Budkareff produce a monstrous nolse on

this covers album, what they de Is also
beautiful and at tinmes even delicate.
while thedr version of My Bloody
valentine's ‘Only Shallow’ saunds
exactly the same only much more 50,
the unexpected choices work best.
Stayer are given a dignified, sepuichral
nmakeover, Elliott Smith Is imagined as
one of the four horsemen and A-Ha are
recast as angeks eulogising the second
coming. bazzling. John Doran

DOWNLOAD: ‘The Sun Always Shines On TV : ,_

o

‘; The rock/metal fraternity
<an be credited for much
- stylish deployment of
scarves, a certain gallows
humeour, a certain
humyouring of Gallows - but hlanket
good tasta is definitely nat ane of them.
Chicago’s Matna Lake come as heavily
garlanded as the vicar's favourite cake
at the village fete, hut ye gods, for
anybody for whom pubertyisbuta
memory, this is leagues beyond dull:
tired, grimacing riffs and hesrible,

anthem-by-numbers vocals. On the rare :

moments they come up with something
interesting, like the lilting ‘Through The

| S ¥ gop pYLAN
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Plnited States, the times really are
a changin, not least because the
most powerful manin the world

! ¢ describes Bob Diylan as an iconand

Pain’, thelr bombast nerve twitchesand  § clauns to have “probably 20 Dylan

they ruln it. And don't even start me on
the sixth form ‘l am SC00O0, like, In
pain’ lyrics. For the sake of Thor, get the
Mastodon LP instead. Pete Casfimore
DOWNLOAD: ‘The Czar' hy Mastodon

CRIPPLED BLACK PHOE MY
200 TONS OF BAD LIKX (evao)

As if the title hadn't given
it away, the second album
from this supergroup of
sorts hasn't been without
its difficulties. Originally
intended as a lahger collection (now
realised in the successlve releases ‘The
Resurrectiopsts” and ‘Night Raider'},
CBP have had to console themselves
with this condensed version. Foreboding
moni kers aside, don't be fooled into
thinking this is music for the manically
depressed. The guitar-led epic
soundscapes, choral thanting, woeful
strings and portent keys on their debat
‘A Love Of Shared Disasters’ are still
present. But as the fiery ‘Rise Up
And Fight’ and inspinng pep-talk
given by Evel Knievel on ‘Time Of Ye
Life’ go to show, there is defiance
and hope to be found even in times
of misfortune, Ash Dosanjh
DOWNLOAD: “Rise Up And Fight'

: songs onmy1Pod”. So what does the

! contrary old curmudgeon Dylan go and

: do? He dismusses polities as
“entertainment” and asport”and

= makes an album that he descrbes as

* having ‘more of a romantic edge

¢ Dylan's 33rd studio alburn came about

: when he was asked to record a song for

a hlm by French director Ohvier Dahan;
after laying down ‘Life Is Hard’, he got

carried away and made an entire album
As aresult of the spontaneous nature of

i its inception, ‘Together Through Life’
i sounds loose and informal, and you get

the 1mpression that its ereator had a lot
of lun making 1t A shame, then, that it's
not quite as much fun to Listen to.
Anyone who has heard Dylan’s
incredible Theme Time Radto Hour

i showwill know that the man has

i impeceable taste. He sequences Hank
i Ballard next to the Beastie Boys,

* because he can For some reason

* though, with his more recent recorded
i outputit's hke musical development

: ended :n the '50s - m the case of this

: atbum, wath its bluesy struts such as
. 'Forgerful Heart' and Jolene (no not
: thatone sadly) spacshically at Chess
: Records studios in Chicago. Theres

i i nothing wrong with playing the blues
. and no-one’s expecting Divlan to be tao

TOGETHER THROUGH LIFE
)

12009, the year Barack Obama was
sworn in as the 44th president of the

Mmd out of tlme

(6

Mr Zimmerman goes back to basics on
-his 33rd album, with mixed results

up-to-date (we're still trynng to forget
about thar Mark Ronson remus) It's just
that when his gnzzled, Cluef Waiggum
style voice 15 backed with more
interesting production than this, 1t
makes things more, well, mteresting It's
no comeidence that the Daruel Lanois
produced Tume Out Of Mind’1s ene of
his finest albums. Here, under hus Jack
Frost moniker, Dylan praduces himself
which means that, as well as the rootsy,
Basement Tapes™esque 'This Dream Of
You' we get throwaway shuffies such as
‘Shake, Shake Mama'

‘Life Is Hard', the song that spawned
the afbury, 15 the highlght It'sa
heartbreaking, countrified lJament
wrorthy of Hank Williams and a
reminder that, even in his darkest
days, Dylan’s albums always had
one great song on them, just to keep
the fasthful living i hope That's net
to say ‘Together Through Life"1s
as bad as ‘Knocked Cut Loaded"
or ‘Empire Burlesque’, but 1t probably
won't end up on Obama’s 1Pod either
Neathaniel Cramp

DOWNLOAD:1) ‘Life Is Hard'
2) “This Dream Of You' 2) ‘If
You Ever Go To Houston'

DID YOU KNOW...

The dbum pramheatiy Feabures

ocerd skt foyad Haty'go,
£ rearvber of weddrg dhce
stapies Lon Lobes




London trio’s debut is a 24-carat success

ntd someone decides ta
make real my imaginary
band The Frank Butcher
Booze Explosion -~ a three
piece punk rock and soul
band, based on The Jon Speacer Blues
Explosion, enly fronted by a hawry
chested, fat Cockney singer wearing
tinted hifacals and sereeching thungs
like “Clooh, yeah, Pat you muthafucker |
- Golden Silvers may well be the
worst idea for a band ever conceived.
& guntarless tnio from London with
a penchant fer suerose sweet three-part
harmonies and lyries even Justin
Hawkins might Ble in the ‘save for
aconcept album about an orphaned
unicorn’ pile ("behold hts golden wings!
shyone?) 1 wouldnt blame you for
thinking “Sounds hike hard work - 111
gowith The Enemy nstead...” Yet that'd
be a eryimy shame « for this 1s one of the
11 st special deburs in ages; a varitable
lvast of ideas, speculative fancy and fun.
From the Bowieandebted folk rock of
pnother Universe to the operatic Dexys
padrught Runners ska of the title tune
vou may eonsider 2008"s winners of the
Gasto unsigned competition to be the
rwruzal heirs to Mystery Jets (before
they thought, “Cripes, we better vrite
+ me praper pop songs if we re going to
¢stually have a career. " that1s). Not to
% 3y thus 150't pop music alnght - ‘Please
Venus' s the kind of acid fried melodie
wonder Super Furry Arumals used to
w1 te before anyone stopped giving
s that But there’s nothing very populist
pivutit Nevertheless if you a) smoke
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weed, b) like your dad’s old prog-rock
records, or ¢) like your musie to favour
acurved ine over & straight one1n
getting from A to C, you'll find much 1o

enjoy Consider ‘Here Comes The King',

which manages to sound both uniquely
Brinsh and totally Martian British
because the hrilliantly named Gwilym
Gold has ahoneyed wetness to his
voeals not heard singe Elvas Cosrello

* BLUE! e
¢ BLEROSES

Blue Roses & the recently
adopted nom de piume of
Bradford sangstress Lauia
Groves. It’s Inapproptiate:
) the flower doesn’t exist

" naturally, bit her music couddn't

* sound more organic if she marked up

¢ its price and flogged it in Tesco. ‘Blue

: Roses', you see, is less Nash and more

: Bush, a dizzyingly beautiful set of

| . dellcate folk songs that seund like

. they've been speinkled with phde dust
- and reincarnated from some perfect
t ygone age, Pitched somewhere

: between Joanna Newsom ar Joni

: Mitchell, Groves’ layered voice gukles
: highlights ‘Coast' and ‘I Am Leaving'

: skllfully through these oft-travelled

: waters, anh towards the safe haven

: marked ‘cortemporary dassics’,

: Rob Webb

: DOWNLOAD. ‘| Amr Leaving'

* ALASDAIR ROBEHW:
SPOILS (phuaa aTy) 0

While humegrown folkies
such as Lavra Marling are
happy to lose themselves
in twanging bluegrass and
: Amerlcana, it's refreshing
* to hear a Brit ptoughing up our own

* verdant folk history. Scot traubadour

* Alasdair Roherts does just that, and

* while “Spoils’ may oMy have eight songs,
i when they incfude the seven-minute

i opener ‘The Flyting Of Grief & Joy

¢ {Eternal Retur)’ and rolling eight-

" ntinute closer ‘Under No Enchantment

* {But My Own)’, It's not like he isn't

¢ pulling his weight. With his melfflwous

* accent and flashes of humour, ke

* utilises Jethro Tull flutes and Fairport

i Convention harmonies on ‘You Muses

. Assist’ while things tim surreat on

. “Unyoked Oxen Turn', the tale of aman

Martian because 1t sounds otherworldly, jouking for his bost legs. Leonfe Cooper

the kind of Technicolor eccantnety
musiclans have been loolang for since
people stopped selling LSD at gigs.

As debuts go, ‘True Romance'1s an
astonishing statement of mtent -~ f
they've got any more tdeas left after the
10 tunes here we could have a rather
speeial band on our hands Certamnly
better than The Frank Butcher Booze
Explosion anyway Junes MeMethon

DOWNLOAD: 1) Please Yenus
2) ‘Here Comes The King’
3) ‘Another Univarse’

DID YOU KNOW...

ARumprodecer Lesax has

e warked Atth Cryxial Cwaties
md Bwer,

‘||7||a.v.‘lvll‘

Warich the prama for Tis B o’
A NMELCOM I8 norw

. DOWNLOAD: ‘You Muses Assist’

* “HANNE HOKKELBERG
i BROODFROM A STONE vETTweRsg

The intimate, soft votals

of this Norwegian
L soundscaper are in the
: same field as Stina
: i Nordenstam, My Brightest
: Diamond or Lykke Li, bict cast a stemer,
stilter spell. Her third album is
supposadly inspired by her teenage lave
: of the Pixies and Banshees, but its
: element 1s more air than earth on pallid
: explorations such as ‘Bygd Yil By’ and
- Seyenteen”. Put it this way, she's not
going to be the suiprise rock-day
: headliner at Reading. For & start, there
* are no drums, although there are fiedd
* recordings of fluttening flags, train
: doors, rocks and seagulls and Hanne's
" ghostly gasps. Although those searching
. for a raised pulse will find the titfe all
_ tao approprate, ‘Blood From A Stone™s
- hushed, hekd-breath, Cocteau Twins-ish
* atmosphere is addictive, Emily Mackay
. DOWNLOAD: ‘Bygd Til By’

NOISETTES e
WILD YOUNG HEARTS (ueatuay)
Formerly a wimpy three-
plece spat out of the arse-
; end of post-Libertines
| Camden, Noisettes have

done well to cultlvate
a counter-intuitive auwa of amazingness
about themselves, They even recently
fut Number Two in the singles chart
with 'Don’t Upset The Rhythm'. with
fiery frontwoman Shingai Shoniwa
thrashing around like a punk Power
Ranger, scissar-kicking her way through
the Macy Gray schoal of soulfulness,
drumuner Jamie Morrisan Spasming
behind his kit like Animal from fire
Muppet Stkow and ghoulish guitarist Dan
Smith seemingly plucked from a day joh
playing Death down at the London
Dungeon, on papet at least they're an
iiosyncratically exotic musical
dynamo, boldly wedding disparate
staples of the musical universe In
unconventional marriages.

which begs the question: what the fuck
is up with ‘wild Young Hearts'? Leaving
behind the soutl-infused, gutter-punk
keanings of their dehut, this desperately
craves the attentions of the MOR Indie
mainstream in a way 5o steeped in
bathos that the over-produced sheen
of the car-ad soundtracking title track
shines less like superstar dlamonds and
more like sun aif a bald man's head.
Their rame suggests a feminist re-
appropnation of noise, but the mawkish
‘Atticus’ and ‘Never Forget You' witfessly
echolng Simon & Garfunkel and Sam
Cooke’s radlo-friendliness respectively
are so far removed from ifot gt that
what should mark Shoniwa out as
a tough cookie actually shows her band
up as a bunch of limp bisculits. That
novie of itis imedeemahly bad just
makes it ali the more frustrating;
somewhere lingers a sense that
Noisettes, in another dimersion,
could actually be good. Alex Hoban
DOWNLOAD: ‘Don't Upset The Rhythm'

WOODEN SHAPS 9

D35 pon o
Clutch on to something
long enough and the world
will eventually come to pry
it from you. Woaden Shjips
have atways been clingy
fuckers and 'Do%’ Is no different,
barrelling along forever Ina psych-kraut
groove the guartet seem to prize more
than their own tender parts. There are
no tender parts; its hypnotic centrepiece
‘Down By The Sea’, is hardy enough to
survive for 11 minutes on one riff, while
‘Fallin™ manages slightly longer on two
chovds, A cosmos currently gawping at
The Horrors’ crashing of motorik rhythm
tnto garape rock should lap this up - the
difference being that ‘Primary Colouwrs’
was written by English publi school hoys
and ‘Dos’ by hearded, middée-aged men
from San Francisco. 50, less shoegazing
and '60s pop, more Doors ard 22 Top.
still magnificent, thotugh. Kev Kharas
DOWNLOAD: ‘Down By The Sead’

AN FALLON
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WHAT DO YOU, *
WANT TO BE WE
YOU GROW UP?#

hile the world will always need binmen and waiters/waitresses, we all
Wsecretlv want to be astronauts and rock stars. Well, the good news is.

that a wide range of great careers are accessible to you if you study . _ -
and work hard. Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is a cash payment of-
up to £30 a week to give you independence and help you study beyond 16. The amount
depends on your household income but won't affect any other household benefits you
receive. It'll leave you free to worry about more exciting things than your bank balance,
like studying! You only get the dosh if you turn up and work hard though, so no skiving at
the back. Check out how one guy landed his dream job...

£ ¢ TREE " ./
e
| ¥ ™ FnEELANCE VIDEO ED /DIRECTOR

VWHAYDOESYOURDAY-TU W HOLE L. OLVE? /3 English, Graphic Design and Communications & Media
“| create video content for magazines like NME, Time Studies. Thelatter opened my eyes to a world of visuas
and Now. I've alsofilmed and edited music amd audlo progression that | found so exciting. | also did
documentaries on Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin, Bob Dylan | lots of work experience. On leaving full-time education |
and The Ralting Stones "' realised that experience was the key thing that stud los
WHAT'S ThE ZEST THING ABQUFIT, and pest-production howses needed from candidates.”
“1love starting with a 9lank camvas and seeing a HEAY D18 't OU FrRD YOUR MONEY SITUATION
project to the end and mixing visuals with musie.™ WritH sTULYIRG?
WHAT'S 2008 o0 &0 woasgnm? “It was tough at thnes ard | definitely could have done
'l got todo a covershoot with Mischa Barton ona with seme extra support. | worked in restaurant
closed set all day. | was reduced to abumbling teenage | kitthens, a sports shop. . even a school uniform shop!”
mess for that day!” oW DS EWAOT 150 v OR £20% WHEK
HO™OI0 VOU SFTIFN0 2 9UR UME OF SORK? P DARICT D YRR LR HAYS LRI D2
“1 wanted to be a cartoonist throughout my youth, “Ridiculoasly? That would have ohviousty been a
then a graphic designer, then an architect, thena fimandal boost and allowed me to spend more time
musician. However, after choosing an A level in “studying’ rather than setling school unrforms.”
Communications & Media Studies | realised that my TN COVE MRS e AT Y2QTHLRS
p for fitm and television could be pint tobetter TPAE TS "0 OV W R0NR | DOTSTEPS?

Just viewing other people's work.” “Choosing your past-GCSE courses wisely is a big
T AT CAIONS oLl YOur? ownmitment amd & big career indication. This was the
*{ managed to get quitea few GCSEs under mybeltand | pivotat point for me. Your career will take up 720 per
particularly loved Graphic Design and English Language | cent of your adult life so do something you love and are
{Creative writing). This led me toopt for A levelsin passionate about.”

?

—~ -

-

or have alveadyleft compulsory education.

nd about toleave, NYOS
t EMA you mustbeaged 16,17,0r 182 n course (ie, A levels, GLSES, NVOS,
«¥o ge Yo ng either a full tnmzeducat.::e’ml o that Ioads 1o an

be thinking about start
E:lnmmm ;?an LsC-funded Entry To employment (e2e} program
gt eeds 10 be helow £30,810. ) ) J—
-:um; h:-fte!!ﬂd N::o:g:’e‘ ::n (osaoo 1218989 or'vlstt the website www.direct.gov.uk/enta.
's..ffx‘lom learming provider or Counexkins adviser.
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Forecast:on fire

THE DEAD WEATHER

BOWERY BALLROOM, NEW YORK

‘ 77'

Jack angd Allson 11y
and Fail to take thelr
ey#s off each other
and (balow) row he
bangs the drums

TUESDAY APRIL 14

The Big Apple plays host to Jack White and Alison Mosshart’s
first night out together 1n public. Looks like a good match

t's supposed ta be musie at its most
spontaneous and éxciting, but
when you really stop and think
about 1t, the experience of
watching a band live can
frequently follow a erushingly
predictable pattern. Alicr the
excitement of the opening 10 minutes
comes the comedown into content
nodding and BlackBerry checking. Then
1t's the 1nevitable nud-gig lull where dull
album tracks afford everyone a chance
to fill up at the bar or atternpt to cop off
with someone 1n the eorner. And don't
forget the big hinale of all the songs
you've tea]l)' been wart ing for and the
nid-encore dash out the door ta beat
the traffic,

It’s fair to say that the members of The
Dead Weather have all had experience
of running on thas kind of touring
treadmill and repeating a painfully
tailored set night after night. Both
guitarist Dean Fertita and bassist Jack
Lawrence are the ever-dependable rocks
in Queens Of The Stone Age and The
Raconteurs respectively. Our old friend
Jack White Il has turned arenas upside
dovwn for the best part of 2 decade by
bashing out ‘Hotel Yorba' at just the
right time. Aind Alison Mosshart has
had so much pouting practice in The
Kills that she probably goes te bed

with her body wrapped around
a m~ stand and a smouldering
fag 1 her mouth.

So, on paper, tonight s shov
should be rock exhubitionism at 1ts
most rehearsed and professional.
But as the newest supergroup in
town walk aut on the Bowery
Ballroom stage tonight in front of
the NYC rock cognoscenti (think:
Zinner, Kessler, Koenig - and
that’s just the balcony), The Dead
Woeather produce the kind of loose
and licentious rack’n'rell gig that

i feels like it cauld go anywhere
B from song to song And it's exactly
that which makes their arrival into
1e world so goddamned exciting
you can spot the nervous energy
fromthe get-ge. As they pound
through the wenderfully sinister
blues stemp of opener ‘60 Feet
Tall', White drums with all the
clumsy enthusiasm of a 16~year-
old who just got his first kit and as

Mosshart paces the stage 1t seems to be
more out of anxiousness than her usual
greutting, rack'n'roll gueen conhdence.
But the tension is a perfect backdrop for
the music of ill-repute that comprises
The Dead Yeather's upconing debut
‘Horehound’. The thumping ‘Treat Me
Like Your Mother', for axaraple, sounds
tike a lost eollaberation between Led
Zeppelin and Suicide. As brutalasitis,
it’s still the best bet they have for
seoring a hit single providing the
playlist makers can see past its
unsettling oedipal undercurrents.
Meanwhile, ‘Bane House uses an evit
synth riff to effectively soore a terrifying
tale of obsession delivered through
Mosshart’s maniacal images of
dismemberment - *I built a house for

your bones/! putyour heartina vault/
That’s how I get the things fwant™ Ne
wonder they all look nervous, this is the
sort of shit that could get you locked up.
Butthe biggest appeal of this band
1s not so much what they do but what
they might do, and just when we think
we've got The Dead Weather all sussed
out, they wilfully pitch eurveballs
that confuse everybody— not least
themselves. The quartet have barely
beexn onstage more than a quarter of
an hour before they decide to knock
out a version of ‘Outside’ by obscure
'50s beat-band The Downliners Sect as
though they were still mucking about
in a practice space in Mashville. At one
point, a scheduled version of Gary
Numan'’s ‘Arc ‘Friends’ Electric?*1s
vetoad by Mosshart, who convinces her
bandmates to throw some Van Morrison
1n the mix via a wobbly take on Theny's
classie ‘Yot Just Can't Win' Uncertain
looks and questioning glances are
exchanged across the stage but in their
world, being so ad hoe in their approach
and ehanging the sat on the hoof 151t
araateurish or slappy, it’s just plain
honest, In the Rashy f regimented world
of live music, The Dead Weather aiready
seem like a rarity in that respect.
If nothing else, it means making
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Thecambo have aiready Wit B
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presents The adidas House oty
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Jack Lawrence
spies a Yamplre
in the balcony

[ N

a beer run or remotely updating your
Facebook status just isn't an option.
Take your eyes off this lot for & second
and you run the risk of missing
something extraordinary.

Sure erough, one suth moment occurs
when White teases the fans currently in
White Stripes withdrawal by comung
out from behind his kit to fire cut seme
trademark guitar solos 1n the closing
ballad "wilt There Be Encugh Water".
But Mogehart has worked too hard to be
upstaged that easily and ghe wins the
limelight back in the encore by injecting
the raw throb of ‘Hang You From The
Heavens' wath one final shake of those
snake-hips and more seedy lyries, which
this time hint at rough sex (hey, at least
she’s on law-abiding ground with that
one). Let's not kid ourselves about the
future of The Dead Weather: Mosshart
and White in particular have far too
much geing oxn to make the band
aregular venture, but this may turn eut
to be the very thing that keeps them
interesting 1n the long run. For 1f The
Dead Weather succumbed to the all-too-
conmon "same shit/different city”
routine and let their fans drift into the
eomfort zone, it would kill the velatility
that makes them so thrillingly differcot
frem the norm. Hardeep Phull

QA
ALISON
'MOSSHART

: NME: HOw nerveus were you?

i Alison Mosshart: “Ldon't think I've ever

[ been more nervous about anything

| inmylife We didn'tget achanceto

| rehearse because we’reall so busy, so

: wethought we'd rely on the power of

: adrenaline to get through the shew.

: Itwas areal ‘throwing ourselves to the

¢ lfons’ moment. We diin tknow what
was golngto happen and | don't think

: 1stopped being terrified evenonce, but

* that'skfnd of what made it 50 fun toe.

. Nerves make you have fun, and you can't
help but laugh sometimes because you

. don't know what you're doing.”

i what was the hand consensus about how
: theshow went?
E “Wwe walked of¥ thinking, ‘was that
: good?' It's hard to tell when you're in the
middle of it - it felt like such ablur and
) can only really remember the first and
fast songs. But we kind of realised that
# did go pretty well and we ali wanted
. togooutand do [t again. Everyone else
around us thought it went well, too.”

Do you think you've
y hecome heavier as
: aband since recording
‘Horehound'?
“We've hardly played
: since we played the album
i -allwe've done is get
: together towrite mare
: songs - 50 §'m not sure
: about us getting heavier.
¢ I1think it’s just what
: happens when you playin
: frontofalive audfence.
¢ Thelive mixisalways
. different and the energy
 intheroom Is often different too.”

I what songsdo you think wocked

: hest tonight?

¢ “Iloved playing the first song ‘60 Feet
¢ Tall'.1t's full of space and it'sreal ly

: powerful and | (oved doing ‘Will There
: Be Enough Water’ with Jack at the end.
¢ It's such a beantiful song”

¢ Did youfeel intimidated tohe fronting
a band featuring Jack White?
“1thinkona (ot of levels (am
mtimidated because § look up to him so

° much. I’'m notat that point where | don't

* think abzut that yet because heisone
of my favourite performess of all time.

¢ 1think |havealotte live up to, butit'sa

. goodfear to have - it'sa poshtive thing.”

. Doyou think you'll be able to retain the

: loose feel of tonight'’s show in the future?

: “Inmy head, yeah, because we have

i areal drummerinstead of the drum

: machine we use in The Kifls. It creates

- atotally different kind of tension ~#t's
much move loose and Jack White has

¢ never done the same thing twice sinte

Alisan rocks the
. Bo Diddley ook
L Y

we started the band. Like with this
show, we were planning on doing [Gary
Numan's] ‘Are ‘Friends’ Electric?’ but
we just rezorded a version of [Them's]
‘You Just Can't win' and I'm stil} excited
about It. You ahways want to hear your
band dosemething fresh,sel thought,
‘Fuckit, let's just do thatinstead"™

Are you returning to The Kills with a new
sense of enthusiasm after all this?

“I think every new experience and new
challenge is always a geod thingand I've
already learned so much from hanging
aut with these puys. Theyresuch
amazirg musicians and they forcemeto
do things | wouldn't normalfy do. 1 think
I'm definitely going to go hack to The
Kills with a new energy that | wouldn't
have if1had just heen sitting arosmd in
London walting to go back oo tour, It's
betterta he working - you only live once
s0 you might as well cramitall In.”

DANA FRI
NEW YORK
“( love The White Stripes more £k
anything, but | think The Dead
Weather are nght up thergalready.
I never realised Jack
such a good drummer,
hut I wish he could have
played the puitay some
maore. That was the onl
thing that wasm
pm tonight.™

JARED COLN

STRATFORD- I.IP ON-AYOR

*They had a realty raw energy and

1 like the way they brought bits of thelr
ather bands together for this. | thinkg
worked really well. The Raconteurs
and The Kills are two of
my Favourite bands, so|

was expecting something ‘ x '
pretty spetial, and they >

did an awesome job."



QY P I ANES UINTOR

White Lies: “Fndex
finger. . there,
middle finger.. thazs *

NME PRESENTS: FRIENDLY FIRES/

WHITEL
RIS, SAM R
MIUADAY,

i

E SOFT PACK
(o

Qur Stateside extravaganza makes one last stop

s the travelling cireus of the NME
Radar Tour USA prepares to pack
upts clowns, freaks and stripy
tents, there’s just ene place left
to feel 1ts garage-gloom-disco
wrath The City By The Bay. Rollup, roll up
relatively local boys (well, San Diego's only
500 miles away) The Soft Pack, who might
not be the most original of bands, but beg,
steal and borrow thewr moves from all the
right places. Guitarist Matty McLoughlin
has evidently taken cues from his hometown
heroes Dnve Like Jehu, his downstroke
meisions adding a much-needed sense
of urgency to their brand of deadpan
Strokesan garage

If all that s a hittle tao frivelous for you,
run for relief to the black-clad bosoms of
Whate Lies, whose ambitions to 1nvoke the
cold industrial terrains of Joy Division’s
Manchester or Tubeway Army s London
prove largely successful among the hordes
of eurious anglophiles who cheer their
ominously bt armval The chully sheen of the
set1s as ever hard to resist, with thexrr most
mmpressive moment ‘To Lose My Life’ a lesson
m nelodrama worthy of vocalist Harry
McVeigh's best Midge Ure impression To
a nation not famed for taking to British
rock'n’roll’s oft-detached nature, 1t tmtially
feels a bit aioof, and they don't quite hit the
neck-hair-shivening mark they re aaming for
untd the close of their set, when they crash

through grey despair wath the suddenly
ammated roranticism of unabashed ballads
‘Death’ and the spaghert: Westerninfused
‘The Pnee Of Lave’

Friendly Fires certainly don't need an energy
boast. The US has not had the opportunity to
watch Ed Macfarlane develop from the shghtly
reticent nerd of the earltest FF qugs —they've
instead just been presented with the Anished
product He cuts a caprivating hgure; part Jan
Svenomus, part Simon LeBon and all hips.
From the moraent the beat drops for opener
*Lovesick’ he grabs your gaze and refuses to
qive it back. Breathless former single ‘Jump In
The Pool receives the biggest response, wnth
its neat combination of ‘Ric™-era Duran Duran
and lush, mtrospective shaegaze meladies.
‘Skeleton Boy’ escalates with electro-house
precision and a chorus as cheeky asitis
bombastic, while ‘In The Hospital’ tonght
owes as much to the influence of Sly & The
Famuly Stone as it does to the ambidextrous
percussive wark of drummer Jack Savidge
The faleetto-led Phote Baoth'1s as
compulsively funky as ever, but the crovming
morent comes, as always, with the
urepressible ‘Paris’, motored by an
intermittent synth pulse and sent soaring with
anepic chorus that s as reflective of their
post-hardeore raots as their palpable love for
a hands-in-the-air club climax The crowd
may remain technically earthbound, but the
mood here 15 interstellar. Harry Hafner

They're called Band
Of skulls, they kbok

Southamptn;l? It's

for leather-jacketed
rockn'rall but the
okd adage of ‘It's nnt
whete you re from
it's where you're at’
apphes in no small

I Know whatiam’
is thelr killer tune

a catchy comba of
filthy riffs and Kills
esque boy/gir vocal
interplay that

arecentiTunes
Single Of The Week
awand. It's all ahit
undarcooked right
now, but some solid
touring should flesh
out Band Of Skulls
into serious
cantenders) leave to
simmer and check
back in six months.

"My pulse is radng™
declare My Latest
Novel on “All in All
In all 1s All’ and
from the looks
being axchanged,
they’'re not the onty
ones suffering from
aquickening of the
bload. This is the

Scottish quintet
have performed
new album ‘Deaths

south of the border
- they've been sy
for a while, but oh
this evidence It's

spent. As greatas
debut "Wolves” was,
it duin’t quite pxck
the punches
‘Dragonhide’
tonight delivers
several; we re left
fleored, Rad Wekb

BOMBAY BICYCLE CLUB
RG]
MOMAYY, 411 1D

uck, they’re young,” squeals the shocked
woman standing behind NME as the four
fresh-faced teens who make up narth
London’s Bamhay Blcyde Clish trundle
onstage, clad in big grins and baggy T-shirts.
Yet despite their relatve youth, they're
practically elder statesmen of the London irdlie
scene. They opened ¥ Festival in 2006, sending
crowds and critics swoening over their nolr-ish
guitar pop. Now, threa years latet, they're
rexy for far higger things than merely opening
massive summer festivals - not least because
last year they actualfy finished school and
finally began recording their debut album,

'I Had The Blues But | Shock Them Loose’, which
Is due out this July.

Shooting straight Inta the karate chop-pop of
'‘Evening/Morning’, which melds the frenetic,
harmoeious punk of the Buzzcocks with the
doomy ardour of interpol, what stnkes you
first Is not their undeniably magic way witha
melody, hut frantman Jack Steadman's vocals;
adeep, velvety hasitone which oddly cozes out
of the bady of a Skins character. His unfaltering
bellow continues to charm on 'Magnet”,
languidly layering over orchestral indie that
flits between heartwarming good times and
soul-shuddering intensity. Sure, ‘Dust On The
Ground' might be more New York 2002 than
Northwest Loisdan 2009, but that's probably
for the best, The sound of posh vegan chikiren-
of-The-Guardian doesn’t appeal half asmuch as
the commanding new wave-y solndtrack
to Jack's frenetic, juddering dance moves.

Though the band have impressed tonight,
the exdtable afl-ages adience have done
even better, proving wrong those who Insist
that London gig-goers just aren't as
enthusiasticas punters found in front rows
across therest of the UK. Yhese guys are so
eager that they'reeven singing along to the
guitar riffs on ‘Ghost’ and ‘Open House’ as
well as having a bash at the drums on encore
“The Hill". The future’s safe - not justin the
hamnds of Bombay Bicycle Qub, butin the
ourtstretched arms of their fans. Leande Cooper
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She might be as barmy as ever, but there’s
a new-found dance edge to her mischief T

hope you're having fun,” intones the pink
chiffon astrich in the glittery gimp mask,
“Because wo're gowng 16 kil you Murder
you slowly”

Nect an extract frem NME's dream
journal, but the former Merrill Nizker's
opening words to London’s art-and-rausic
festival, Ether. It's a weird erowd, miring
ecounter-culture casnalties and cunous eivvies.
A blue-haired girl wearing a teapot for a hat,
aman in nude body-tights and carnival mask...
1t's all so divine. Behind us, a Sloaney girl asks
her boyfriend, “So who 1s Peaches?Is she like
Beth Ditto?” Well, all is about ta be answered.

Arrving through the erowd, the masked munx
kieks off with new track "Show Stopper’. it's
immediately apparent that this perv-pop pony
has more tricks than you might expect. There's
a satisfyingly harder, technoid feel: the
mfuence of SMD, Digitalism and Soulwax;, her
collaborators on fortheoming fourth album
‘[ Feel Cream’ is elear. Stripping downto a
black-and-geld jumpsuit (rst of approximately
58 costume changes) for the dark and dirty
‘Mud, she poses coquettishly on top of the
speaker stacks asif they were a grand pi ino,
rolling around 1n the relentless symths.

Sweat, smut and spectacle in equal measure.
If the new, more transcendent emations of the
tense, Burythmics-y 'l Don't Wanna Lose You'
and the euphoric, Donna Summer-meets-

Chemical Brothers title track, which finds her

Y

Freak B
scene

, ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, LONDON

.

e

flying around on wires like a gold-draped
seraph, have us momentarly woerned that
Peaches is - gulp - maturing, the rampant,
furiously driving ‘More’ and the playful,
Prince-ish ‘Trick Or Treat’ with its line “there’s
nothtng wrong with a little bit of uh-uh" put our
minds to rest. “I'm so exeited about tonight,”
she gushes. “Did you know my parents are
here?” The Royal Boxis lit up, and Mc and
Mra Nisker wave cheerily to a suddenly
mortified crowd. As their fashion-haired,
40-year-old daughter caverts onstage
with illuminated pants, though, 1t’s sweer
that they're proud. And they ahould be.
Rather than just lech to the cenverted
or fall back on erazy ¢costumes and 1wo-
dimensional art-freakery (although
there s a bit of painful post show
‘theatre’, as our girl is ‘kidnapped”
offstage by drag queen DJ Jodie Harsh),
Peaches has proved that she’s still got
some teaches loft for us nine years on
fram her debut. ‘Hot Rad’, ‘Set It OFF
and ‘Fuck The Pain Away' all get an
airing, but it's strident new robo-glam
single ‘Talk To Me' that exeites most,
ecrie lJampshade-headed dancers
strutting around as Peaches belts like
Joan Jett an heat Almost inevitably, as
we leave, we hear a man in high heels
utter the word ‘fabulous'. He's not wrong,
you know. Emily Mackay
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the Eonjela TV a



ETALLYC mcéga T . GDST 2003

o

AVEH GE_U BuuerFos My
SEVENFOLD MACHINE HEAD AL ENTIN

TAKING BACK SUNDAY FEEDER ALICE IN CHAIN.S

ANTHRAX LAMB OFGOD ~ AIRBOURNE
THINLIZZY  KILLING JOKE THE SWOAD  ~ SKINDRED FRANK TURNER MASTODON

FULL FESTIVAL LINE: UP, SPECIAL GUESTS WO DAY CAMPING FESTIVAL WITH TWO OPEN AIR STAGES

AND MAN' MORE BAMDS TO BE A o ” R (INCLUDING A FULL TWO HOUR METALLICA SET]

A, .y - - — \ e - mmn’gsunmnmmnunmummuwupmmnm

BUGLIECT TO LICENCE AHO LINE-US SURSICT TUCMANGE .o -~ 84 - -g " m—— e A PHOTD: ROSS HALFIN
; .

-

‘

TICKETS: 0871 230 5585 / 0844 844 D444 / 0844 B88 9991 COACH PACKAGES: 0871 230 0010 / 0844 847 2549  VIP PACKAGES: 020 7399 7077

LOCAL OUTLETS: Walasa Derricis Music & Ticks > / Exst Asguas Tickal Quaan (No~~ ch Ticket Shopl / Slasgowz SECC Ticketi 39/ EGinburgh: Ripping Records £ Seethampiam Ouidhat] Tk Shop
Brighion: nowsder Records / Widands: M 41=nd Bax ol a / Lomdon: itargreen [oh shlsg  no boshing fes! = iy Skt v © 2up Ay, Resimretion Reconds, All Ages Aecorg, View Tichats
Runngh Trnda East & Yeedl / Oxtord « Raptura Records f Leedsa L

KNEBWORTH PARK 45 MINUTES DRIYE, 30 MINUTES TRAIN RIDE FROM CENTRAL LONDON E m

wwweidiilive.com / ywwnsentickols.com / www.ticketmaster.co.uk £ www.ticke™ e cu uk ! wvm gigantie.com Flstﬁ
* Deposit Scheme — Wig ticket ave.lab. (ly - carly rEgsmn W wow

WWW.SONISPHEREFESTIVALS.COM

'WiLco| JUNIOR BOYS

+ CIRCLESQUARE

TUESDAY e s
25TH AUGUST SRALAT T T T R

SATURDAY 6 JUNE
COVENTRY CASBAH

01470 554473
TUESDAY g JLINE

0871 230 5595 | MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY

o571 230559

Kililewe coum
www.wilcowarid net mm)uum?u‘;uan www.arrtckrivcom
www killlive.com A Kby s L a1 Yime O Lises prrpetytersy
WWW. iroxy.co.uk New albarm Begoox Dl G reeasd 0n Docaino Recomds Mundar My 1 b ooy

m-l-l

AN st b Y ey Yokl € M e 7 e

FRIDAY 24™ APRIL |

WHOMADEWHO | 1 iemmen
PILOOSKI =B

05 — Livarpoo) 02 Atacdany 2
FRYARS CARTRIDGE

MOON UNIT O CHILDREN e K 30,06 — Newcastle 02 Azademy
EVERYTHING NADIA KSAIBA R 3 ik

EVERYTHING MAGISTRATES " : 31.05 - Biemingham 02 Academy 3
\ j PLUS MORE TQ BL AANOUNGLID “ ' S y 01,06 - Nottingham Stealth

e SCALA 2 RODMS / 8PM-4AM S S Q, 0306 - London Ltingson 02 Acatemy

COMING SOON D | £

MaY8TH A TRAK. RYE RYE, RADIOCLIT AND MORE & ARCHES ‘ Frimrbr—lys A
JUNE 11TH GLASS CANDY (LIVE), LINDSTROM (LIVE), DESIRE & KOKO

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT ALL OUTLETS AND VYENUE




SIM Concerts p

S CONCERTS BY ARRANGEMENT WATH PRIMARY TALENT INTERNATIONAL PRESENTS

DIZ22E2E: A5 A

OCTORER 2009
ne os NEWCASTLE O2 ACADEMY st 24 LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY
0844 477 2000 0151 256 5555
weo o7 MANCHESTER APOLLO an 25 SHEFFIELD O2 ACADEMY
0844 477 7677 0844 477 2000
oo CAMBRIDGE CORN EXCHANGE won 26 LEEDS O2 ACADEMY
sar 10 EXETER UNI GREAT HALL
e 27 BRIGHTON DOME
01392 425 309 01273 700 709
sun 11 BRISTOL O2 ACADEMY
0844 477 2000
BUY ONLNE @ DIZZEERASCAL CO.UK
LE 13 m%omg&m ROCK CrryY WWW.GIGSANDTOURS.COM
weo 14 BOURNEMOUTH OPERA HOUSE A1 CCHOTUNE 08712200 260
08700 600 100 THE SINGLE ‘BONKERS’ RELEASED
m 16 NORWICH UEA N DIRTEESTANK RECORDINGS 18TH MAY
01603 508 050 ALBUM TONGLIE N CHEEK COMING SEPT 2009
sar 17  BIRMINGHAM O2 ACADEMY :
0844 477 2000 www.dizzeerascal.co,uk

H’ TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY 24TH APRIL @ 10AM | *)

u;nm-wmmmm

SPA Cotcpn J2 DF Coocoom by Sampagomons wd TR 6 Conlitiun Lty packng

BELLXT . INNSYAR-Y,

N oo =
lé | . T Moy 2009
\-' , \\ &) ™ 1« GLASGOW ACADEMY 08414999 990
*ry
:'muu 02 ACADEMY 2 opes 772208 TUESDAY 23 JUNE E¥ & 15 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 01618321111
[P (SSOM SGALK i 020 7403 3301 P sr 16 LONDON HMY FORUM 0844 847 2408

20 MAMCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY  mer s 1111 BUY ONLNE AT GIGEANDTOURGCOM

21 GLASGOW MING TUTS 04 00 90 ENRCACEFIIE CRPJ 21 2007
OUT NOW

Wy onfine af gigeandiouns.com 24ty OC Hofine 0371 2200 260

New Alburn “Which Bich? Out Now.  www. heviewareondire, couk

r?ﬁ OB/ TLER X MOTUST BT71 2790 399
T bt AT B TIE RN T wir Wreal kBT, Che

[ v L S S ———

THE ¥°
AIRBORNE

vk Fnamaory 70

M 3
Wb 22 LEEDS COCKPT swwcrmm ne Ymars MII 252413 ‘
my 2z LONDON HEAVEN spvoowc we umemn 000 7403 3336
(]
g e ) o | f TOXIC
m o OXFCRD 02 ACADEMY 3 D844 477 ZXD
W o YORXFBSES DO 600 100 ML
w10 GLASGOW OFTMO @ MEas cut O OV ICKES : g m% om“':,'-“ E V E N T
won 11 EDINBURGH SNEAKY FETES DALH 47 2807 M 3 MANGHESTEN ROADHOUSE % R Tt
Mz NOTTNGHAM BODESGA o821 310D N A LVBWPOOL 02 AGADENY 2 DB+ FT 2000
weo 1 087) 310 c000 g : MIIITD nwlnl:ul b :‘::‘r;g sa @umey Cowenwy Kasboh  omn 2200260
wiD X ERMNGRAM 02 ACADCMY 3 ritA 417 500
3 2w KIMRSTON MEW S1ANG @ MoTLLBRTS 20 958 641 wed 08 Moy Shoffield Leodmill  ospo10 asss
‘ M ¢ CARDNGTON MEI0E OUT G- X T T ey Lendon Koke
30 ® D3 UVE AT LERE Notsay ©
%, ER B GLASSOW AN .ﬁﬂuﬂﬂ . by 20k of gigmondiova oo / 2l o helina 021 2200 240
v—nr -~ n--wnw-m 248 7%
L hmm ocmu::ll,mzw NEW ALoon ks 0T ane R vy l. vk obmpts “Thes Mg Yot Empl'uf A
A _ L ww haowboTeioovenLoom

J8hr ¢ Maline Q871 2200 260 waw ppsandzowiecom: Faclasive hive snnouacemncnis aod pronity tookisg



| HEARYBRERY, MAGISTRATES

THE CHAPMAN FAMILY

ApRIL 2009

29 NOTTINGHAM
30 BRISTOL

May 2009
[T WREXHAM 0870 4445556
2 OXFORD 08448 477 2000
3 CARDIFF 02020230130
& MANCHESTER 0871 2305595
7 LEEDS Q1132454650
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EAT YOUR OWN EARS & A CRISIS IN TASTE PRESENT

S.C.U.M - SIGNALS TOUR 09

271h Apnl  Manchester — TIGER LOUNGE
28Ih April  Y/olverhampton - LITTLE CIVIC
261h Aphil  Leeds - JOSEPHS WELL
30th April  Edinburgh - LIMBO
1st May  Glasgow - CAPTAIN'S REST
2nd May  Liverpool - KOROVA
3d May  Wrexham - CENTRAL STATION
oin May Bnghton - NEW HERO
7th May  Southampton - JO'NERS
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SUN 5 JUL 09

PAUL WELLER
EDITORS
DOVES

SUPER FURKY ANIMALS
THE TWANG
MYSTERY JETS
LADYHAWKE
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THAT PETROL BEMOTION

SELOND STAGE THIRD SFAcE
2MANYDJS ERITISH GEA POWER
SCRATCH PERVERTS 60 DATS OF STATIC
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MUSIC AND MULTIMEDIA
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MYSPACE.COM/
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ARE YOU

IN A BAND!

» Do you fancy getting your band noticed by
loads of other NME readers?

» For as [ittle as £70, you can get your band in
Britain’s biggest music paper, and

promote your singles, albums and gigs right
underneath the noses of everyone whose
opinion on music matters.

To find out more call Mia Sanger
T: 0203 148 26324 or email
Mia_sanger@ipcmedia.com
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belore ardering. Please vish

wyrw. ChieCkyourphone.co.uk.

For custosmaer service pleasecall
C070 890 4869,



RO c Y | l' '. 3 AN INTERNATIONAL TP FESTIVALI
K AY Y J < WERCHTER IS LOCATED
SRl M THE HEART OF BELGIUM.
The festivad presenis - #5 usaal -
il the interesting sad yo0d teéays
Iw pup. rock aad dance

OASIS PLACEBQ
THE PRODIGY DAVE MATTHEWS BAND
LILY ALLEN FLEET FOXES TIGA
PENDULUM LAURENT GARNIER
EAGLES OF DEATH METAL

~ EMILIANA TORRINI EXPATRIATE

COLDPLAY

THE KILLERS :x BLOC PARTY
ELBOW » AMY MACDONALD
JASON MRAZ :- LADY GAGA

ARSENAL 7 THE STREETS « WHITE LIES
JULY M. WARD # PRISCILLA AHN * JUST JACK u
HENRY ROLLINS SPOKEN WORD

> WWW.ROCKWERCHTER.BE

EEE T A D (9w O G eem e e ©




NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOUR BAND MENTIONED IN NME? CALL 020 3148 2989

NEW BAND TIPS...
¢, FIND AN THE M@@NCATS WRET7Zac 2%
ACE STUDIO P :

NME says: You don’t need to @5, Nor Buer 270109

spend megabucks, but you do
need to do your homework

Ready to record? Get in the studio
and lay down that masterplece,
then. Steve Kent, from London's
Negendary Tin Pan Alley Studio -
-wha've recorded everybody from
. 4 §§ TheBeatles and the Stones to Hot ESS Exclusive free download 27.4.09
“9F Ll Chip and Kiaxons - offers tipson only from www.artrocker. tv
wsmn findingthe right one, will also inctude limited video ahead of release

WHAT MAKES A GOOD STUDIO? avaiable from {sngte vaken from debut lbnem “lementary” G s00n)

“p vibe is mare [mportant than the equipment aif good downioad sites {Liverpool DZ Academy -1.5 0% - SOLD QUT)

![ﬂmnd teet comfortable In amm’;:fn from 27th Apri! Nottingham Bodega - 5.5.09 with Ofe! Diel Die!

likety to get hetter results. (t's anintangible thing, R Ze “Pushing the boundanies of Punk”

S0 wherever you'rg golng to record, visit it flrst.” - loft - Arfrocker
www.myspace. com/mooncatsuk e, myspace, com/ nephuhuazbend

S0 YOU DON'T NECESSARILY NEED TO

SPEND A FORTUNE? NME SAYS: Goad-times Cumbrian punk-rock NME SAVS: Jerky Midland post-punk
“4 studio doesn't have to be top-range to be goad -
people with reasanable equipment who know what
they're dolng can get thoroughly decent results,

Having said that, don™t expect a E10-per-hour studle
to sound like Abbey Road, Find people who know

what they're doing. Hear what they've done before: ““
any studio will be hapgry 00 play you stuff they've @‘
recorded, so use that as a guide.” m“

THE MORAING slde

SHOULD THE IN-HOUSE TEAM PROVIDE
AllL THE DIRECTION?

“You have to put your trust in them to a degree, but
don"t be afrald to say something if you're not hapay. rn e er
You shoukd always ket the engineer know [ you don't i
like something - or if you do.™ orgnalf | »'\1

WHAT CAN A
BAND DO TO
PREPARE PRIOR

“Look for studios who've recorded things you
like, visit to get a feel for the place. pon't be
afraid to ask questions - before and on the day.”

NME SAYS: Soulful rork with hig ideas NME SAYS: Strutting Yorkshire svnth pop

OO S AN O b M LU o mts Dot 2l aebrertis sevests e Hee M erbortelers sl el Sarviom page = ~epubre 2 podd varrhos.

3 TO THE SESSION? Thursday nlghts
-8 “Rehearsal lscheap.
§ Know what you want @3.30pm
9 todoand how you
L want it to sound. Cut now!
g Try tafinish your &~ New EP ‘Rescus Me’ available on iTunas and Amazon
nts hefore 2
you get in the studic Klaxons lay down Download free
i - lalwayspaysto ‘Chopsticks’ rave-ctyle musie tracks ard ngw single ‘menstar” at
% havea gameplan.” i www.grepellermusic. net
% vewrws mTERRC OOV prepaliervation]
i WHAT NOW?
3



| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...

ANIMAL
COLLECTIVE

- Jason Driscoll, 19, Leighton Buzzard:
“Animal Collective use samples, but
it’s hard to tell what's a sample and
what’s live. How do | work it out?”

. N
THE SOUND
We tocild be here all day describing the
nweancss in Animal Codlective’s sourxd,
But in {very) broadWhnutal strokes,
the Bistrument-switching comhbo from
Baltimore ¢compine folkishe-rock with
57 varleties of dance musk -oh, ard
throw insome psyrhedelic amblence
and bird sounds for good meastire,

THE GEAR

Assuming you have instruments (and
asampler, such as a Korg K3} and
delay/revech pedals, next you'll need
& couple of guitar amps, ideally one
with spring reverh stuich asa '63 Fender
Tube Reverd unlt, a bass amp {Anlnal
Collective used an Ampeg Portafiex)
and, If you can get one, a PA such as

a Yamaha Stagepas. Add to that soime
mics, a B {dlrect input) bon, heaps

of recording aqulpment (preforahly

a mdx of computer-based
software and portahle hard

disk ones siach a5 the Tascam
DP-004) and your're ready to go.

IN THE STUDIO

Produced by the band andd 82n
H Allen {Gnarts Barkley),
‘Merriweather Post Pavillion®
Eagreatexampleof _

re-amping. The hask

principles are:

record an R
Instrument, ¢

unaffected by r.

any ampor . a
glzamg, directly

€0 YOL comptiter or
recorder {using the DI hox).

This s known as a‘dry’

signal. Ther play this dry part
throughan amp/Pa and any effects

NEXT WEEK:
Doves

words by John Callaghan from..

you want and recard that with mks
placed arcund the rotwr, Try and treat
any samples In asimifar fashlar,

THE TECHNIQUE

To avoid the problem of mizlng lots of
tracks, Allen dida lot of mibdng ‘in the
tox’ {within the digital dormaln of his
comptter). Effecting and balancing
tracks a< he went meant that during
the final mix be could focus on creative
decisions - which Instruments and
parts should take precedencs - ather
than tweaking every littlc thing.

BEST TRICK

Discovering that electronic sounds and
samples can he made ‘human’ when
you treat them the right way.

Gultar & 3ass Magazine, May 2009 issue out now

BAND SERVICES

BUY+SELL TPADE 4t NUBC & VT30 EXCHANGE
€Ds » RECORDS « DYDs « VIDEOS » MEMORABILIA
36 - 42 Notilng H Il Gate, London W11
75 & 95 Borwick 3t, Soho, W1
23 Qreanwich Church St, SET0
208 Camden High St, NW1
8 Smallbrock Queonaway, Birmingbam BS
www.myveshops.ce.uk
N othing legw refused? | D remuinnch
) OB436 441 442 OpanTdays T0am-.Bpm
KESWLEDSIAGLE STASE WANTES . S8 7321 8767

trradeerererdervreey

: FREE SONGWRITERS

WM MMM

*
r
*
r
*
*
r
*
r
*
'
]
*

TRNSERIUATSTTSNRSY

Miil Hill Music Complex
0208 906 9901
Longan W7

‘mmgwmamumjmuxumm

10 Moy from WIS

et il IR e SIC. SoL ik

W DCOLIMINNG, LA LR
TR0 TR 5050 w (003 TR 530

ASTERSTL0I0S

To advertise

here, please

call Mia on
0203 148 2634




LTYIZ STUDENT FOCUS

ColegllandrilloCymru

Yo dim Iwyddiant 3 thyfian] parhac! y Coleg fdym yn chiwidio am sl
ychwanegol 1 ddatblygu em dapanasth a'n gwesanaethau'n bellach

INDUSTRY
FOCUSED
MUSIC
TRAINING

NATIONAL

BOPEN DAY

SATURDAY
16 MAY

Wadi 8l leal yng Ngogledd Cymru, gyda'r pnf gampws yn Liandnlio.ym-Rhos & h

safiecedd erall yn Y Rivdd, Danbych a Llanryal. Aboroale a Lianstwy, mas gan Check our

y Coleg 22.000 ddysgwyr a3 900 o siafl yn bresennol. Maen un or Colegau A F i

mwyal 8 mwyal llwyddiennus yng Nyt a chalodd e raddio’'n 'Rhagorol’ accesstomusic.co.uk

gen arolyiaday AB ac yiy Gweithle Esiyn yn 2006 @ 2008, Caiwyd to find your nearest

conlyniad arbennig 0 wyddiannus yn dityn adolygiad QAA dmoddas yn 2008, centre
-

DYDDIAD CAU
DARLITHYDD OWYIEITHOG DERBYN
— TECHNOLEG CERDDORIAETH CEISIADAU
LLAWN AMSER NEU 2 SWYDD 0.5 HANNER DYDD,

{Cyf AGE/1208108 a Cyf: DEN/1203/09) g e

Full-time

I qud-dreinu 0 dysgu ot y310d O Jddarpardacih ar . COUrSEs

Gampws Rhos a Cholog Dinbyth o
starting in

(This is an adverusemenl for & Biingual Lecturer - , al

Music Technaology foe which the abillly to woek in Sept.eEnbe‘r.

Weish and English 1s ossential For \his post.) K “":"‘.:m:‘; » Tuition is
y ' cither frec or

(s Sy By it
i cyTeimad parthaanof C g
subsidised!

Rydyn yn ymrwymadig | gynnig eydraddoided o
gyfia bawb AC yn croetawy calsiadat gan bobs
8g anabledd yn arbennig,

il Fion: 01492 BASEcH

Bl 262

Flocs 01452 B44483%
Eaboat

Jobaii Ranariio. s HLt nau
M v Dandriio #
personngll -—a
access o music

accesstomusic.couk
freephone 080D 28 1B 42

wwow. flandrillo &c.uk

BADGES, STICKERS, BOTTLE OPENERS, NAGNETS,
POCKET MIRRORS, FLYERS, POSTERS,
BIUSINESS CAADS, PYC EANNERS,
[USTOM PLECTRUMS/DRUNSTICS...

oo
"THE UK"S BEST VALUE SOURCE OF MERCHANDISE...

| AWESOME BADGES TELEPHONE - 0113 243 5667

wwy. awesomesade . co.uk 83 BARKSTON HOUSE - CROYDON STREET
info@awasomabadgos.co.uk - LEEDS - LG11 9AT - UNITED KINGDDN




THE UK'S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD Edited by Ash Dosanjh

PICK OF THE WEEK...

EVERYONE'S
TALKING ABOUT

THEBIG PINK

i WHERE'BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 2 (WED}, LONDON ICA
{THURS), LONDON CAMDEN CRAWL {FRI, SAT)
Responsible for cne of the singles of the year by far,
industrial noise tinged shoagaze number ‘velvet’,
i PIC K OF 'IHE WE EK Robbie Furze and Milo Cordell round off their UK

dates at this week's Camden Crawl, before heading

off to Europe .
WWW.NME.COM/artists/the-big-pink

WHINE: vARNIUS NYWE VESUES (FR, SAT)

1t's that time of year again when the population of one nosth London borough DON ’T MISS

guadruples Inslze and its pavements become a litter tray for discarded

kebabs, beer cans and vomit. Encompassing 40 of Camden's venues and f YEAH YE AH YEAHS
150 bands, Incuding the likes of Echa & The Bunnymess (pictured), The Joy i

Formidable and Selfzsh Cunt, this year's two-day Crawl logks set to be a corker. . WM MANCHESTER DEAF INSTITUTE (WED),
WIWW.NME COM/festivals . LUWSSEN CAMDEN CRAWL (FRU, LONDON 02

, WSFNERDS BUSH EMPIRE (SAT, SU
Having put aside their

RADAR STARS b, At it »

HEALTH Way T

WHERE: MANCHESTER DEAF : . staple come
INSTITUTE {WED) summer), Karen 0,
Fighting fit with tatest single ‘Dle Slow’, this is your ' Nigk Zinner and
last chance to catch LA's premier macabre nolsenlks : ' ' | BrianChaseare
before they quit the UK... wel), at least until May's i ‘ finally back from
ATP in Minehead that is. i : )  the wildemess of,
WWW.NME.COM/artists/fiealth i r B y er,LAand NYC.
: | : Comingup
_ trumps with their
dancetastic third
; studio afbum ‘it's
Blltz!’, pet set for
; heads to roll.
+ WHSSL. N T4 IN REMIX {THLIRS} PSRN E coN/
i Dysfunctional electre-pop sensatior Example heads et Y h-yeah
i gut to Hitchin to hruck some eardrums good and —_r
i proper before embarking on tour with fellow eccentric O O
' 1 Calvin Harvd¥s. Support comes from Qut Of The Trees
i amd Gun Crime,

-y - ¥ NOW TURN OVERFOR THE
REST OF THE WEEK'S GIGS

CLTTY/ID MLESVMABTLAUTTRY
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NME Reviews Editor Hamish MacBain and

Toast Press PR Ash Collins join lain Baker for
this week’s Forum from 4pm

The Tunaek 01224 2113121
NN S — o
Headhuater

TMMM' AUntie Annie's
(28 9050 1660

Tt Enaatty Spoing & Airbeaie
28 5032 5963

Ik Aty TRten S e ke asy
028 3027 2106

Wl Ricw Emoure 028 9024 9276
PI Odyssey 028 9073 9074
Tyka Venapene 028 9023 56/

The waler's

02 Acatemy 0670 771 2000

Cancer by

Engne RoomOL273 723 999
Daatheptars {coorde 2 01272 672311
Grampall Jookabox
Freebutt $1273 603974

The 2lg Pink

D2 Acade Ty 2 0870 771 2000

Re it Dvoirs With Who/Riack

captalns Loubskana 0117 265976

AN Yo WRI Knew Us By The Trall

0f Dead Thokla 0117 929 3301

[CAmma—— @

Bacddles Porthand Arms Q1223 257268

mmmwmemm

(AT _— -}
Foy Yancu/laln Archer

Chady lor Bch 029 2023 2199

Tha Vil /Tha Donde Stars

Bartly 029 2066 2658

[mﬁ—;

Fredidle White The Pavilion
0025221427 6228

;Imwilh Teumptation

The Victarila g 0133274 0Q 51
adrian Crowley

Sugar Club 00 3531578 7188

SUPerPtkats
Whelan's 00 475

Caslotone For The Palnfully Alone
Sneaky Prta's 0131 225 1757

The Colors The Ark 031 228 9393
Esxaps The Fate

Sturdlo 24 0131 558 3758
Rugerd Joseph

Cabared wialmug: 220612

Ben Montague/ioe Bonaamssa
Sage Arevia 0870 708 4555
Leah Bel| Lancastrian Sulge
0191 461 1209

Catch 22 vory Blaths 0141 221 787
Doves/alakal
Barromanis 0148 552 460t

Gary Moore

02 kcadenmy GE70 771 2000

Gty Dalures

3t hote (b 0L 553 1636

D141 248 6406

60 NME 2502005

Rolo Tomass| Stereo OM1 5365048
Royal Pantles sadiction
Ake'n'Sieazy 0141 133 967
Tombaions Road

Prvo Fivo DLAL 564 8100

The Yobd Cassette 0143 252 0953
65daysofstats/Amusement Parks
Ov Pl Ky Tk Wah Woh Hul

%'

Earth /Stebmo
Grugenall Socal b 0113 243 5846
2arif Cocwy A Room 30112 2441573

< CLUB

INME

BRIGHTON

SENNEN + A SCANDAL
IN BOHEMIA

01272 726858

tkmTer

Spear Of Dastlay
Mutatian 0116 251 6380
[ TT

RSAG Dolans Warehouse
903961 314483

Brakes 02 Aradermy 080 7] 2000
MOLaE/FaRsafe/Smudet

Bl Theatre OIS 076
Yashin/Thw Assassimation 0F
mdr. Loft & Masgue 0151 707 6171

mm

Good Shig 020 7372 2544

Adam Wedd + The independents
Townany Fhnns 020 7609 7162

Alex Roats Cherry jam 020 7727 9950

Cheis Difford
Hafimoon 020 B780 9332

Clotk Dpera/Magic & Fur/ Djange
Dhneat  debe (R07IR 7D
Connan Mockasin/Meme Love
Thit Le~ wgton 020 7637 5357
Death Cigarettes

Legan 02" 7613 2012

The Derek Trurks Band 02 Shepherts

Buzh Empare 0870 TH 2000
Devii Sold Hin Soul
Und~wordd 020 2442 1932
Dogs 100 0ub 620 A36 0933

Ell ‘Paperboy’ Reed

WU Q207664 2000

Emil PrifssCate Lo Bon
Slavghtened Lamb 020 8482 4060
Goldhaast Assamibly/Stanky
‘windmill 020 36710200
Greanstone /The Rard Fox/The
Ragians Dublin Castle 020 7485 1772
1nMe Eor dertine 020 7734 5547
SonmEonehome

12 Bar b (20 7240 2622

The Living Eng/Widdle Clacs Brrt
KOWO 023 7388 3222
Lucky B Comedy 020 783% 7261

=14 AND ABOVE
= ALL AGES

e

Men And Gods/Pete W
CIFQW B 1 247 695
mnwm.amom

17407 4312
mk'wm
AR CUD Q20 740 4456
The Ribeyy Barfly 0570 507 D999
Roasy T =00 o Qub D20 72701424

Yesse|s/The FUll Flash/Eat Lights
Become Lighty

Euffilo Bar 12 73R 819)

Y R AT 0999
wintermate 291 9020 7631331
Ywars 0f Rice And Salt/Phalhes
In wanderiand/Octave Mourel
BOIE Gatr Q20 7485 5358

Tha Bistwops koadhouse

DIGI 1789

Casreva Obsama Cub academny
olsieznin

Distanca Ry*~ Lourge O16] 834 1392
HORN/BLK )15y G o De
Freakout/Young Brish Artists
Dea  miuig OO} 30419

ki lag 4K

Night And Dy T4 0161 234 1822
Yeah Yeah Yeahs

Mademy 0161832 il

Cape Fear/ Fables Lat Sland

Chay 0191230 4474

Patd sadkson

Egypt fottage DI9L 232 0218

Tha Specals

02 Acadedmry 0£70 771 2000
-

Alncia P{peling

The Queen(harlatte 01603 631144
Gamez LEAQN§03 505401

FPryy 7 Ty T —
Tolla Stapies Band
Rurining Hovse 0115 978 7398
R-Dubz Rock City 0115 941 2544

Fightsiar
02 Acaderry 2 0820 771 2000
1090¢ Bulington AN 01865 224516

The Rakes

Wedgewood Roams 023 5286 3911
Janlferever/Kyte/Capulet/

Elvctric Frva Tt MAChHim

The Mxd Ferret 01772 257180
T IS
Evibe Corparation OLM 776 0262
Foa Ecardwalk OLL4 279 9090
Sensas Fall D2 Acadenry 2
08?0?7!2000

mowm;omm 8022 5612

L T
Lowt without Caute

Hom 01727 BS3143

fert oA it
The Alter State

Nigh Ricks  “3a81€€30

4
Beyond The Grane
SnOOty Feu Q1924 74458

1A 1
Easer Lo Cnat C1902 552121

=16 AND ABOVE

= |INDER 145 WITH AN ADULT

APRIL 23

WEDNESDAY ||THURSDAY

Be sure to tune into NME Radio at 4pm as

The Maccabees enter the studio far an
exclusive session and interview

e _ —
TheVoR/LEYS Tea Pariy

B Avcbrke 028 5032 5568
Pk o0 w028 9073 9074
Rl i foueh Band
£neve 028 9024 9278

Rolo Tomass

Aunbe Arnke's 028 9050 1660
ansament Jaxx

02 Amderty 0876 771 2000
The HeShes

02 Aadermy 3 0470 771 2000

The Boy Least Lty To/Tha School
AxdloOLT3 624343

The Detachments

PO Ra Ra 01773 125955

Spear Of Dastiny

Concorde 201273 673311

Wiki Turkary Freebort 04223 503974
Lo S
Baskethall

St The Bus 017 930 430
&arthCroft 0117 287 4144

Esser Thekda 0117 523 3301
TheGoodness

U= 19ara Q1179265978

7
Taraniim
PoriLang Ame 01223 357268

Thelong Knhes/The Stage
meuffabmaﬁnm

Jath Sandaer
The Taesl 01206 562 453

Jodavino
Qyprus Avgnisn 10 26321 427 6155

Wardwick Tavem 01322 332677

Mundy vWhelan's 00 3531 475 9272
The Peonle
Crawdaddy 00 3531 478 0225
Rob Smith Whelan's (Upsiairs)
003531 #75 9372

S . S
Pture House

Doves/Makakal
0844 8471740
mtabammem.\lzzoam

The Twisted whoel OkL 221 4851
Nadonaifoiamond Sea

Oran Mor 1415529224
Nightmare OF You/lukehox
RGO g TursWah wah Ht
oA 215279

On Afl Frequencies/Lad Lazarns/
Penguies Kill Polsr Bears
Cassette QM1 353 0953

The Poison SHlers

Stiea 0141506 5016

Ruani Joseph

Nre n'Seazy 0141333 9647

The Sirike Nineieeny

ABCZ 0141 204 515

Chris Difford
Trades Chubr 01422 845265

L T R
Phan(om Sound/Diny Tricks

The Funcbon Rooms 01442 264300
I

hack Wacches
Marquie T 01992 414242

T Recriar Kings

00 01463 233651
wmoronse

The Kooks
Assembly Rooms U524 313774

Bvokoant Family Band
Erudened Soaud Cub DIL3 2435866
Catch 22/28 Comnspiracy

Gockplz 0113244 2446

Middlarman £ rersham 0113 245 8817
EcrsTRR T

Young Mo Kond
mwanonommao

Before Autune Falls

02 Acaderr 2 0870 7212000
wwoo®
Beatrice Antolinl
Shaughtered Lamb 020 6692 4080
Blg Dadd™ Kane

Rz Cal 020 7914 6050

The Blg Plnk ICA 0207930 3647
Camnera Obscsra 02 Sheohends Bush
Empere 0870 771 2000

Cats On FinesJa Subs Animal

¥ axan 0 WT] 0700

Darvid Jams HerberL/soah Friend
Bull & Gate 02074855358

v CLUB ¢

INME

DERBY

SAM ISAAC »
RACEAWAY + JAPANESE
GOVERNMENT

RAILWAYS
01332 341154
HITCHIN

EXAMPLE + OUT OF
THETREES + GUN
CRIME

0845 257 5757

Riythm Factory 020 7247 5286

Eviia Urderovkd 020 7482 1932
Goldheart Assembly/

The SeesSee

Ol Quik 15 Head Q20 7354 9953
Great Eskimo Hoax/Lesser Fanda
Sulalo™ 0°0 7359619

Grwy Daturas/Temperatures
Bangens Soudolr 0770 845 6633
Hindbey/Hank

Hape & Anchor 020 7264 1212
Jefirey Lewh /Don't Niove

Scala 0207833 2022

Kasms Legion 020 76133012
Koaxie Johas And The Sinnersisr
Coilbecthve 12 Bar Chuly 020 7240 2622
Ttie Maching Gon s/ Tha
Intemreters/The Winter Kicks
Dublin Cenle 020 7485 773

Winas 10 Barfly 0870 207 0999
Werion Valenos 02 Academ 2
klington 0870 T 2000

Phoamix Homton Squane Bar & Kitghn
D03 TN

Planet Magnatic

Manto Waser Rats 020 7837 4412
T Patiants /Twilight Robins
The Urchins /Alex towe

Good Shp 0207272 2544

Rey 7 The Fly DEZO X7 0999
Rosle Do and The OGd Squad
Rounouse 020 7482 7218
Rotten HW Gang

SI Mor Lz 02 1 7437 0525

Saxon L A0 304 044
Sons Of Mol & Adrian The
Woreean Ao 0 A 371384
Speech Debdelle /Goodbye Sigrea
Arts Qob 0.0 ¥ 15D

Sylence Johnsan
BUN Bar 020 7
T Mandrake
Troubadour Clinbh 020 7370 1434
Underground Hevoes
Bordariine 020 7734 5547

The Viegins/Chew Lips
Heaven D20 79302020

[t S —
Canterbury
Roadghouse Ok6) 228 1789

The Cinematics

Ruby Lotnge DKL 824 1292
Comnterfzit

Mt And Dy Calié 01612361822

S 6040

Kahoom!/Reform

Acxdemy 3 (é1832 1)

The Ankes

Cub Acadadry 0401 832 111
65daypolstat| hmusement
Parks Cn Fire/Laymar

De [ [nstivte 0161330 4013

Waerfront 01608 433717
T

GOl ks

Brakes BulriRdon Anms 01865 2445140
L
GrammsaticsfSpaioes

The Mad Ferret 01?'&’5;”

Gl oen Silvers/Exdovers/Taka Pow
Pug0114 276 7053 +14

Mick Harper

Boartwalk 0114 279 9090

The furnace 01793534238
MBS 0
All The Mouth Parts

AtvenaBos Snoaty Fex 31924 T74455
IO

— 3
Gy Nastien
wulfnun Hall 019325511
Jo# BEoRumpssy
Chac Hall D1902 552121

T Ladders Lale (e 01902 552120
i T —
Kiexch Fibbers 01904 651250
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Vessels (anteen Media B Arts {entre
01229 822113

Saven Cxves /Suller
Esqtres 01234 340120

«

The Continuous Batthe Of Order
Spring & Axticake Q28 N32 2062
W] By Byrne Emgire 028 9028 9276

SI

Aciress & Sihop 0121 2367426
MOFX 02 Acatdeay 0570 771 2000

Devti Sald His 5o &
Foeabutt 01273 6039 M

Dol & The Kicks

Concorde 200273 673311
We Made God

Enpne RoomO1273 228999

Brirtt Owmnen

Locksang 0117 526 $578
Litthe Fish/subdass

The Cogler 0117945 0939

Wl e T e W
O P sangr 01223 357851

Fa'gw W o Bach 629 2023 2199
TOF oA Rand
Py OO NATRSE

Abrasive Wheels
The Victors inn 01332 24 0091

Ausiin Cartey

The Purty Ketchen 00 3531 £770945
Cancar Bats

Acadery 2 00 3531877 9997
1YFRmes &ademry 00 3531 877 9999
1ohn Spltiane

Viear $100 3531 889 4900

Mundy Whelxn's 00 3531 4755372
Prrchotiz Reaction
Crawdatdy 00 38531 478 0225

The Rakes Button Factory

0¢ 3531 670 9302

Tha Saw Doctors Otympa

003531 679323

Thag s o s brw, Vrders by Fireg
Wimter Gardens 01322 15500

F

Beoken Family Band Cabared vokta re
M3 RO6I7%
Esrors Bongo {ub OL31 558 7604

Buck 65 Roen Dubh
0025291 586540

Ban Taylor ABCOB%0 903 3444
cal e shmael Cosmopal

0141 221 2L20

Co~Exlist Stereo 0141576 5018
David MacDonakd M’ ‘Sleazy
014] 3339437

Sk Butier K g Tun's Yrah wah Hut
N4 205729

Th Sears ABC2 014 204 5151
Simon Patchett Arts Schoadl

Tom Brosseau Captam’s Rest
[OEDKCE Py R0
Washington Irdrg 13th Note Calé
014] 553 1628

Duke Spedal Gulldhal Arts Gentre
31452 S03050

Aviator Marguee Cub 01992 414242

w
5

g|

Arwram Chub 85 01462 432762

Harper Bar 1 2201484 533144

é
5

1 m Boh Yovkshwe House
01524 64679

LCU L e L
Camera 0bsamra

Assembly Rooms e KN ) 74

t

The Clnzmathes

Cockyit Room 3 0101 NEm™
DOVES 02 S V8% /2000
O'Hile Codqt & 1, 40 St
Bomecut Dy wl o»

Faversham D132,
Jenitermver/ Kyl Crndid ip
Brudenell So0al Ll Lid ) 443 5864

|

Muacan 0116 251 0
ROIO TOMAESH his oo 1)
00 35341 314483

Gary Numan

02 Acadermy 0870 ¥ M

The Hew Haze

Barffy Lofi @ Momp.q (0L ¥ 76171

Asla Forum G207 0044
Auger Bane Peed TY8546 3516
Calsson Bar Rusnba 0207287 2715

SAFN - RZOWIE

04245 35630

DONCASTER
SAN 1AM

(O30 538 2002

The Crayon F elts/Le Man Avec Les
Lunettes Buffy o83 020 7359 6191
Of Feaigood 100 (Lt 020 7634 0933
The Dyloramies Luowa « ¢
QI3
sarth Sorderfne 020 7734 5547
Camdes Crawd feat. Echo & The
Hunrmymen/id ewlld/Yeah Yeah
Yeaht/The oy Formictable/The Big
Pink/The Computers/FiRtis Dukes/
Hotkry/Tha Voo Bondies/W ra/Tha
Author S8 B2 w/Selish
Quart Vaciows vonues 0871 230 1094
fulang Chang And |
Towe Tawer 0207 6369737
FC 20 229 (b 020 7631 B3I0
GRt/The Mediciee Show/Black
Merdes Hope & Anchor 020 7354 1312
Goldan Sihvers CAD20 7930 3447
Gamez Q2 Shepherds Bush Empire
6870 771 2000

Iseminate
Fuddbars €lbow 02074853269
Jark And The Rippers

£2 Gar Gub 020 7240 2622
Ludwig Amadeas/archeo Prioe
Good Ship 0206 1372 2544
Luke donds/SLrangely Famous
Constalsbon 02C 7387 4805
&y Tigay by Timing
Cargn 0207 249 7840
NOIE e 10t AN Wy ey
Holton's Dpubent Cog
STGHes Chunch 0202240 2632
Patch Wil tams
Troubadow Cub 020 370 1424
The Rabocop Kraus/Copy Haho
Windmil (20 8671 07200

Erk OnThe Bus

The Ga#f D20 7609 3063
Cpmrepenier ¥ KRS

The Ckare Balkoom 0471 663 2500
Litravax Apollo D870 606 2400
wamning! Heat Rayl

uit 5 Gafe 020 7485 5358

et Pan/Kalko

The Fiy 0870907 0999

g
"

Nigitt And Darg Café D161 234 1822
Ot Soear

Rutrf‘...\. O 0341392

Foous &y 3 61 832 1

Girls Aloud

Evonaneg S A e w0161 950 5000
Bood Shoes/Video Nasties /Anpnbes
Dead (nd1 20 104019
POYCEE VG L0151 B34 BLBO
1990s Roadhou « C161 228 i789

|

Chicl mGhwosts
02 AC 2t & UITTL 2000

CaVE D hen vud o Contre
01604 604 .8

ThaNwal & N 01603 650352
The Answer

RESCUS ML A 958 8484
Loy Sy

Runmng Horse =2e 978 7308

Mark Morviss
The ronworks sami 67913

Jnames Levelly

02Acaceme B050 12000

wudnd You WA Ksslls By The Tralt
Of Dead L scadery2 0870 721 2000

Enamphe 100 1w o 01733 566100

|

]
:

The vells
The bad b WL (257 1BD

%

Lawn

02 Academy $oA0 112600
Bob Dylan

Hallam FM Arena wa 4256 5520
Canterbu -y

Leadm 0 108 U g
Derek Trwks hand

Plug 0118 ™% 20%e1a
Nightmare Of You
Corporation 0114 276 0262

E

Esser/Gold Testh
Jomeds 023 8022 5612
yinny Pecs lar

Sou Cailar 022 807t 0648

&
=
3

g el EINO21459]

"ra e Tigers

LRl 2 £ ]

Barala L2 Bar 01793 535713

The City Alals fhrmatrong

The Vic (1793 535713

Dropstont The Femace 01792 534238

Tiay Tin Lady The Fonsm
0E712 771101

Decadenze Spooty Fax 01923 374455
4 Or 5 Magichns
Escobar D1924 332000

The Kaves Green Room 01707 136174

Casicione For The Palnfully Alene
Fitbers 01904 65t 250

SATURDAY

APRIL 25

£rrors The Tunnels 01224 211128

Ay oM A1 L L5 404545

Sebalim o KA D

Aabamass w AU
| ——

Rariechound/Gotdhawks
Sacity Or2g0n Bir 0844 8472424
Octane OK

Actress & BhopOL2l 2267426
The Spedals

02 Atadesry 3 0870 771 2000

Casiotone For The Palnfully Alone
Freehint 1272 402974

Discharge/Constant State Of Twrror
Engine Room (1273728939

Cofn Exchange 01223 357851

Race Hortas
Chwh ifice Bach 029 2023 2199
Thivd Bye Barly G20 2066 7658

b FRunes The Pavilion

0035321 477 4165

Chiina Crisis Flowexpot 01222 204055
Dake Soucial

The Royal 01332 34 77 20

The Victoria Inh 01322 74 00N

The Bluebhel bt nipmataonal Bar
00 3531 677 D6AT

The Clappers

Eamarm Dorans 00 3531 679 9114
The Graine Duffy Band Yihelin's
{Upstas) B0 3531 475 93712
shundy whelan's 00 3531 47597372
NOFXOlmpla 00 3531 6793323
The Press 6ang

The Purty Kitchen 00 3531 6720945

Cabare Yonare 0131 220 6176

Exser/Ono Palindromes
Cavern{lub 01352 495370

REAG Rotsan Detbd OO 3539) 588540

ABC2014) 204 5151

Tha Radves (ran Mor 0141 552 9229
$onis OF Moel &k Adrian

dke i Sleary 0141 333 9677
Torsten Lax schman

Stexea 0141 576 5018

We Atade God Eolleroom
01483 440022

rnlcus Kamuee Club 01992 414242

Nod Station {hb 85 01362 422767
The Smoking Hearls
George Venve 01462 432779

High Frequency Eandwidth
It ormvorks D463 718555
I 4
s A B0 i Project
boas e Beny 1 01926 313774
[ T

Rebel wl s g0 o i Lot

EENN TR B L)

CUREIDEYHORES
(382 30143

001 212 673 3410

Brudengll Soclal Club 0913 2435866
Strawhoutes
{arpe Dvem 0113 243 6264

DayLight Frequendes
Barmbus 116 2855243

Dokars Warehouse 0 35361 34483

Minies K}
02 xademy 2 6670 71 2000

The Rakes, Oran
Mor, Glasgow

Baichar Bow/Cats 0o Fire/

Pocke Ihooks Lyminae 020 2R 213
Grystal gty o Parks/ Hot
SHk Pockets MacBeth 020 7739 5095
The Electric Dlorama/Tolvar/

The Rivairies Hope & Anchor
02073541312

Fight The Enpire’/ Desperata Cived
The Fiy (820 907 099

The Gheat Frenuency

93 Feet Eadl 020 7247 6095

Had s ke Par Rumda 0207287 2715
Lrvedbers Forum 020 7334 0044

Leg/KIng Creotole/Alan Pownal/dn
Experiment On A dird In The Al

Punop fRauj0 OF Freakout/aLk

Wolves Geod S 020 72722544
Molloy/Womster Bobby

Crons Kings 0207278 8218
Natalie Marle
Troubagour T 020 7320 1424

?

Moo Waler Rals 0207637 4412
The Reasonieg Peel 020 8546 3516
Stamtord KN Gun dub

Arts Cub 020 7460 4459

Trantpll Focy

Bull & Gate 020 7485 5353

Yaih feh Yeahs 02 Shepherds Bush

Prouq Gallerles 020 7442 1867
The 2003t 20010 0870 606 3400
_—

The Decrk Trucks Band
Araderny 30061 832 1111

League Lizge

Readhouse 0161 228 1789
H-Dobz Adery 0161832 11t
Sewias Fall

Chub Acadery 01461 832 111t

Tha Shady Ebloes

Haght Ard Day CAIE D161 234 1R22

Four Dead in Ohlo
Q2 Atadery 2 0870 TH 2000

Bk Mtiane

wcmhe Q1604 604222
-

Seanen Arls Centre 31603 660352
_ -——— |
Ben Taylor

Bedega SoGal Club 0215 950 5078

Nightmare Of You
Rock Gty 0115941 2544

|

Rescue Pooms 0015 958 8484

The M healcheaf 01365 221156
[
Orphant & Wandals
Hav3na 8y 02392731620
[
Palda Darwich & The Coumtry

And £astemn Band

Kung's Armg OL61 832 LI

Plug 0114 276 KW + 14
Electzic Tape Recorder
Grapes D114 249 0909
Elephant Keys

Corporanion Okb4 226 0262
Cary Noman

02 Acadermy 0370 771 2000
Girls Aloud

HallamFM Arena 0114 256 5520

Pancalon Eatirg Freaks/Ho Problem
Jouners 0238022 5612

Mk Kan Cellors (12392 826249

Cateh 22 Sin Cily D1292654224

Teddy Winte

2
&
£
3
g
a

Brakas Little G 0192 552021

Fibbers 01904 651250

as April 2005 IR 61



APRIL 26

WATE
Floors And Wal Is/ dtike Dawes/
Wawbridpe o5 0L2S 404445
atewe ==
The 825 Poake Band
Esquires 01234 34 7120

i1 O -
Amazing Baby
Spaakeaty 028 5027 3104

MOFX Spring & Abake

028 9032 5568

S Mandela Hal 028 5024 5133
Squaripusier

SU ¥iten 028 90238200
EMKEMEal -
The Sow Docters wfic Road Arts
Croire O/ 4665023

hpritrangecs

Barfiy Dragon Bar 0844 B472424
The Spacla 2 Atademy
0870771 2000

Yoy searts Foadhoue O12) 624 2920
BRGNP LR
Tha Bishogs Freebutt 01273 503974
caldn Ramis
Eoncorde 2 01273 67331

Eugetss Rahlngon

The ADért 01273 230499

Johama Hacan

Latest Music Bar 01273 667 171
e leine Peymouy

Dame 01273 09709

@ _ -
Ariiran Quartsr/Marshalsea/
Widasoon Lovisiana OL7 226 5078
Duka Spechal Thedda 0117 529 2301
Gomes ALy D820 774 2000
Katya Gorrle

Tobw 0o Fawry 0117 902 0344
Mafkit singh
Colston Hal Gl 7 922 3683

Jennifer Croeh L2 01223 508 503 r
Jaffray Sleepsng Stales/Don'L
Mave Chwh bor Bach 029 2023 2199
L8 Man Avec tas Lunettes
Butfalo Bar 02920310312
S hRac Barly Q29 2064 7658
Baxk 65 {yprus Avenve
002N AZ76US
P Lamb 1/ e Pav on

20031 427 4228

- -

Yashin/A World Defined/Shenns/
Beneath The Crimson Skyline
The Victoria n 01332 74 00 51
(A

-
Rolo Townss] Az adermy
0035318779399

Saaha Son Burad Factory

003531 670 9202
Talulah Cott The Hola
whelan's 00 353 4759372

Eoghan Colgan Yoodoo Rooms

Cabaret Vi I~ G131 220 138

- -
4

Mightmare Of You/lukehax The
Ghest Canpdl €1 01302 ATeT

dnan eld rum fadam Ross/
Kristina Cox Brel (4L 342 4966
Camers Obooura fattic Lights
Barriaatanits 0141552 4601

The Detoury/ Marvel Keights The
Ideats 31hMea (6 D191 553 1638

62 NME 25apni 2005

AY

Sohn Alexander

02 Acadenmy 0870 771 2000
ashmls fed Pho Preo O14] 569 8100
MNadakelne Pritchard

Nxe'mSleazy 014t 333 9637

The Yon Bond bes/Gol dhawks

King Tud's ¥inh Wah Hut 0141 221 S379
o — R =
Getvral Fiasoo Boliercom

01483 440102

1°0 51 ¢ 7"} I

MarguesC A1y v2414242
LN 1+ ¢ VIR
Antl-Nowhers Lbbgui /UK Sube/
The Members/995/The turkers
Ascnbh R QISRE 213774

Gasemant 1 O2 scademy
0820 71 2000

Bridye And Tunel/Above Them
Bruden | ScL-al Chib OL13 243 5866
Evile/Warpath/Matam

RS QU278 ATSuD

The Faramays Cochpet 0143 244 3446
JeRG ~EwW RS o 0113 246 0778

Troy Faid D153 463615
Hamiton Loombs Mis.can
Q116 251 0080

Richw Swift/itine Yards Left
Barfly Loft & Masque D151 707 6171
1990802 Acxdemy 2 0870 771 2000
DN =
Arnadou & Martun

Jazz Café 020 7916 6060

B4p Tayior aand

Uinloa Chaped 0207226 1684

Bob brlan Roundhous2 0207482 7318
Catch 22 Underworkd 020 7482 1932
Girls Alowd

The 02 Arena 0820 701 4444

The MgShingaie:

WO Td 120 76360933

Sarah Jana Morrfs

506 Club D0 7382 5953

Stkeandort

02 Acadieary 2 ksdingion 0870 771 2000
Vanessa DaMata

KOKQ () 7388 3222

Yeah veah Yeahs 02 Shepherts Bush
Empa 080 72 2000
AN
Oovsiiainat
Aademy OL5L 8% 1l
Golden Sdvers
Roadhaus: 0161 228 1789

z

Amazing Baby,
speakeasy,
Belfast_

Lala Pops Ruby Lounge 0161 B34 1292
il

Alto Eilte

02 Acadenyy 2 G570 771 2000
Aschee 2rowm & The Young Buds
Egymt {ottage 0101 232021

Dog In The o Star i 0051222 3141
MCFby/ Darvid Arcimlets Goy Hall
0191 241 260¢

Off thewall . Tyme 0191 265 2550
Pl Liide N The Poachers Catiage
D91 2140417

Tiwe Rakws Chiry 0191 230 4424
Sans 0f Noel And Adrlan/Richard
Dawrson End Gar 0191 232 6536

Fightesar v wfront 00603 632717
Gary Mgore UEA (1603 505401
Rustat Cat Drive The Queen
Charlotte 11603631144
[y - T

Broken Farmily Band e ROGMS

John Renhours, /Mol s Willaesca
Rumning Horse OLIS 978 7396
Lavelbers Rock City D115 94| 2544
Roeni Manres e OLI5 947 5650
oxroml |

-
‘Spear of Destiny

02 A acenyy 24870 771 2000

. 1
At b

i — |
Toa Blockhaads

Boardwalk 0114 279 9030

The Comsat Angeis

02 Academy 0870 774 2000

The Gudkeys

New Barrack Tavem 014 234 9148
That Fucking Yark

Harey 0234 2752288

fi g w—

Diugokeeid Orange Rooms
02380212333

Shagows Chasing Ghosts/Finely
Yuned Assastitre/Glocanda Smike/
The Conficy Within

Joirers 023 8022 5512

We Mnde figd Hanptons Bar

{17919 263 508

Poy Vanos Celars 02392 26249
4

Ad renaline Litthe Givic 01902 552121

Inlfe Fibbers 01904 65k 250

APRIL 27

Friendly Fires,
Academy, Manchester

11121
»

o
Sudlopeiro e - ne
gyt T .
ThePray lwicH 02 90323900

- 3

ANCEIHe

Fapper & Firldn D121 236 2421
FEgular 02 Acad ey 0870 771 2000
W
A Freetute 01273 603974

Esser Komedia Q1273 647100
Highvsnace OF You

ENGER ‘wunnri 01273 735 999
vessrls The Aleet OL273 73045

Alex Edworthy/Charlle Ansal!
55978

As Ao Comards/

Vena Cava Crodt OLF) 987 4144

Irprtyiy e

02 Aradevy 2 DETD 77) 2000

Jetirey Lawns Thekla OII7 929 3301

Smali Prom M17 5427315

Hridge And Tunnel/The Cost Of

Living " Land Ams 0223 357268
-—

| —— o

Skinty Molly

e Gunn 07736 283947

Soma. Of Hoe| & adrban

Buffalo Bar 02920 310312

19909 Rack Hov'bes

Barfly 020 2066 7658

[) b L —C -

Budk 65 Academy 2 00 3531 27 9909

Debaseinnt

Whetan's 00 3531 7S 9372

Garret Baker whelans (Upstairs)

00 3531 475 9372

Richard Swift Crarvdaddy

003531 478 0225

Saon Acosey 00 3531 877 9995

Horaca Andy el 01392 667080

Solaee Docmrakser/Orifier

CRs= S 01302 #9530
&L. — 1

Alsstonm i athou £ Ol41 248 6606
The Days/Be & Familar King Tu's
WihiWT 1 e 019] 21529

The Flatiiners/The Mijacks

131 poen (3 0041553 1625

Jo% Banamatan

02 Acadew) 70870 71 2000

DR FR

[Hb o 5

arrigl/Mactyr Beflled/Camon e
Joseph's weif OL13 203 1861
Finng Letus/Galan Killer
Ureeersdy OL13 244 4600

The Tabes Hi-Fl Cluly 0113 242 7253
P L i

Chicts De BUREh PAarmon
0451 2003320

-
Blit2 & The Sheets
92 Feet £33 Q207297 095
Bad Dytan Indgo @ The 02 Amena
0820701 4244
Casketone For The Painfulty Alone
Luriere 020 TAT2 7123
chris Wood . aghterec Lamb
Q20858240 ©
The Fanduby/Grand Central/China
Red Coatie 020 24851773
Furfiack Butier/Larsen B
B LG 2( ) 74855258
GROIORSE U . rworid 020 7482 1932
Hambsh Stuart Band
604 Cha 07525953
Juma ollpa CA Q020 7930 3647
Karen Grace fTrows semet
H A 020 7354 1312
KIS Carpat/ PostL War' Yeurs/
The Wizard And The Frog
B 1RO 7739 5055
Dyos De Bruja kRoandhowse
o HRAIB
Sallorette/lack Orin/Lovalty
Polrnt/Dantel Davies/The Navigators
Oud Queen's Read 120 7354 9993
The S¢al Cub Clubblagy Gub
Monba Warer Ryts 020 7837 4412
Satffeh Comt/Ronmsante
EMerprse 020 2455 2659
Shevika Sherard
Jazz Cale 020+ 7916 6060
Shant Age  n Fly 0370507 09%
Tr3iler Trach Tracys
5004l 020 2636 4992
e Made God
Barfly G870 907 0999
Ingrid Michasisan
Bush Hail 020 62226955

Araziog Batry

Dead Institute D161 3304019

Art Brut Acaderry 3061 832 L1
Eivix Costello/The Orodiky Quartet
Brdgevater Hall 0161 907 9000

Friendly Fires / Moclory/ Boy Crisls
ACxierny 0161 B2 LI

Thee Nt ngales

WX 1 Day Co{é0161 236 1822
Outbreak

Nlby's Reockword D161 22469971
Russel| Watson Lovery 0161 576 2000
The Von Bondies

Rursy Lounge 1161 434 1307
ERweasTLY

SenNerever Ouny 0151 230 4474
HaRr —
N-Dubz UEA 01603 S0540)

Yolanda Rrown
Arts Centre 01603 640352
i

— |

ubtravos Pl orms 017 229922

Thé Operators/Hardly Herves/The
EAIbie StemsSVIRRr's Teevace
il s 0Z3 9% 31

swas
The King Blues
Untversity 0114 222 8777
Wy & The Gitarpiliar/Benfamin
Oavid & The Gol it hes /it Mako
Okl Fure Station 01142 799001
The Bishops /Danded Ash
Jomners 023 8022 5612
Soker Linit 02380 225612

¥ ——=——
H s Dmeemaol
Sugarmill G 782 21499

R g tor/Mom plax/ W Moty
Hom 01727 853143

The Hand/ichi The vic 01793 535913
rasee Jo— w
e roury/Chiele OF Rape
The Fonen 08712 777100
[T
SCUM/Aa Experiment On

A Bled In The Alr Pemp
LU Grac 01902 552021



TUESDAY

APRIL 28

5151 £

Girks Aloud Ddyssey 028 9073 9004
Srak Laors/ Yes Cadets Lndl
Ann's 028 9050 1660
-

Art Brut 02 Acadamy 08¢0 771 2000
ACunp Gice Qb Q50 24) 5093
Bl Baremenl
Roahoute OL21 624 2920
Canterbury Raghboa 0121 772 8174
Y i
Ben GrilfTth The Alert DL 730499
JetcFanevar Freetint 01273 403974
MNembelm Engne Room
QLTR899
. - ]
Yho Café Mids/Protpect Drfve/Fizzy
WO Lovistyna OL17 926 7978

Gary Modre
Colston Hed OLI7 5./2 3683

Lee Mooty

The Coronallon Tap 0117973 5617
Rolo Toradei/Grammaticn/Puied
Appri By Rorses Crole 0117 587 4144
19905 .2 K= 2 0820 721 2000

Crashing Death And Grief

Por tland Arms 01223 357268
LUiayd Cole And Yhe Commet ioms
Jurlion 2 Qhe23 SEIS1

AUfErede ki Stankey St
Buffalp Bar 02920 4032
Bab Dk | ecmational Arena
1292022 2488

Cancer Bats/The PRIM
Barfly 029 20662658
(RYNRe
Levedbers Town Hall 01242 27970
Tina Sand The Pavilion

00 353N 427 6228
17T L A
Wildbirds & Pedordrones C(rawdaddy
00 353| 478 0225
b -
Alestorm Studio 24 3131 558 3756
Din Eldhys The A%k 0131 2289392
ot Worlic lage 0921 478 2810
Marfou fhistebwnives 0131 557 S1I$
[W' v T

skinwy #kolty

Three Turs 0191 487 0466
Swing Oul Sivter

Cage Arwna N 202 4555
i r © -
Cam Harrty Orgnador (41 5529224
Free Peace/The Shermans King Tui s
Wah Wah 1L 0141 221 RS

LiEan Chistie/Hello, He Lied/
Yragh¢ 0'Hara/Cullan

13th Noae Café 0143 553 1638

Sanon K0 POSLE 334

Toung ]
\ he F[\', ~Oundai

Shafows Chasing Ghosla/Up
For The kel Dowm Classc Grand
(141 2214583

The Spedals 02 Acdery
BR70 771 2000
Widbouse /rde Of Zen o Pro
014] 564 8100

e T .
cmuarwmmmu
Rokhsan & et D83 440
(rvobe
Goldiurwk s/ The New Town
PioReers/The Rivakies
Maqa= ] 0 952 414742

L

Lumod

Mading Exfe b ermopaltan Unversicy
Q112223 2600

Saving Tena Codp  Room 3

0 323415/3

g S

Pyl And The Harper Woods Heroes
Masican OIS 251 G400
rapos »
The Daprs 02 Aoy

0873771 2000

Gomez 02 Acadamy 0820 722 2000
fra L

Alfandio Es<cvedo
Barbican Hall 020 7628 3891
Amazing Bahy

Borde Ine 020 7734 §547
Basament Jaxi
Roundhouse 020 2442 7319

The Bishops/Elgirt Legs/The Fins
Barfiy 0870 507 0999

BrakasDF pwalls020 7267 1577
Colla Macktyre

12 Bar Club 021 7240 2522
Curvitd Alir Jaz € [« 020 7916 6060
Darren Hayman And The Secondary
Moden 1000 bO0 26360933
Dude Spedhal 5,12 020 7833 2,122
Easy Star AR-Stars
KOO QR0 73 3222

Edie Sadgwick
winarndll 020 B671 Q00

Ro/Ovaw Mo Stories/The Yarionis
Hope & Anhor Q20 7354 1312
Jarmite Voo 5'>iphicred Lamb

020 8682 4080

TheJuan Madien

Kudams: Jojo's 00 7734 2472
Mescal Cirous/Complvte Rado
Shiente/MewC 0P G Comedy
020 7839 72

M ghtmare Of You/Reamonn MHonto
Waler Rats ' 20 7837 4412

Sam buaae Band Peel (R0 8548 3516
The Shat Raja Collecthe

93 Foet East02 7247 6095
Smarthomb/Outhreak
Undecworkd 020 7482 1932

BOOKING NOW

‘Manlcs:
unlfarmly great

Theoretheal Dewnfall/Roxvide
Bl & Gate 020 7485538

Viey| Chord/Rot Cool/Polika Party/
Ch-tha Carch 020 7729 6097

The Yeab Yous
Trouladoar Gub 020 7320 §434
Young Fathesy

The Fiy 0820 907 0999
—h—TEY -
AllwERLeR  ouse DIEL 28 1789
Civts De Swgh

Sndpme el 1161907 900G
Jort Alkn /Charkeine Sorala
Acadamy 30161 33211EH
MrSporttnan

Mgt An6 D3 €, & D161 236 1822
Rirssalt Watsom Lowry 016) 76 2000
el

NOFX 02 At denyy DBZ0 771 2000
Plnk Mctro Radfia Arena

0320 7078000
(SOTTWES,
Al i tyr Defled

Bar 701159704642

TheRakes

Resque Rooms 0115 953 8484
Sieve Pinnock
funning Horse OIS 9787358
Themselves/Digga Mffernon Price
Gogega LML OLLS 950 5078

Four D In Ohla
Q2 Acade=y 2 0BT 771 2000
Muersational jetpatters

'MANIC STREET PREACHERS

4.., BTV TLRTTW Vil o2

To mark the release of their ninth studio album Journal For Plague Lovers’, :
- : featuring tyrics by the late Richey Edwards, the Welsh trig kick-start thefr UK tour :
PresTo M | noveth of the border. ;
. WW W.NME.COM/amsts/mamc-streetwreachers

0 b 4 bbb b o e 0 14

PHOSPHORESCENT

Followmgon from thls year‘s ote te the works of willuz :
Nelson, ‘To WilRe, ait.folk hero Matthew Houck returns
to these shores for a brief jaunt af the UK.
WWW.NME.COM/arosts/phosphorescent

NOISETTES &

Named after the mast questionable sweet in & tin of
Quality Street, this London-hased fndie rock trlowillbe
upsetting the rhyther in a venue near you.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/roiseties

AI.ASDAIR ROBERTS B

Mwmgon from his Appendix Out alias, soottish
folkster Roberts tours in support of the releasea af his
exquisite new album ‘Spoits’, put on April 22,
WWW.NME.COM/artsts/alasdalr-roberts

BOOK YOUR GIG
TICKETS HERE!

Corporanon OLLA 276 0242
Ruart) Soseph
Joiness 023 BD22 5612

| —— s

Ham|itan Loomis

Celars 02392 B26249

B 47T 7 S
Sidelners/The Remour/
The Van Ceel Hom J1LR27 2310
Frieadly Fires -

¥' irni B 90Y02552120

The Rightingases/Ted Chippiogton/
Yickot Yiaket >tle Cn 01902 252621
-

IRIFS LI

-

Darker Shades 01 Gorgeous
Fidbers QU909 65] 250

WWW.NME.COM/GIGS
0871 230 1094 ;




Feat are ugly, hence wity the
global shoe industry isa
kajllllkan-doHar Industry. But
shoes can also be ugly, S0
Kings Of Neon (see what they
did there??) are giving power
back to the peapte by
allowing you fo design a pair.
tf you want whatever design
you like nrofessianally inked
on your plimsalls, comectly
compiete the crossword for
achance of winnimg. The
winner will need to specify
the size they want and supply
a JPEG of their design.

OE NN

Spring may have sprung, but parkas
ars for the whole year round, Put
this on, 2p It right up ta your chin,
¢clasp your hands behing your back,
have a bit of a swagger... perfik,

| Johnmy Mart, Kele Okereke,
Allson Mosshart, Kate
Jackson, Dev Hynes, Bllly
Bragg... the llst of muskclant
wha weren't Influenced by

4 punk would be very short,

and full of idiots. The above
names and mare all
contribute to this book,
which is 2 collection of
stories all inspired by
songs. It's drash, intimate,
touching and messy - just
as it should he.

They've written three of the Top Five Punk Rock
Albiwns Ever In The World and have been killing it
va for over 25 years - this access-all-areas double
DVD set proves both statements are true. NOFX:
Backstage Passport offers a hilarious look at what
happens when an unprepared band tries to tour the

WIN THE CUSTOMISED SHOES

Debble Harry l4} U ihe Doss is alrcadythem. g -
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TOP 50 DUMBASS VIDEOS

Making a video must be the funnest part of
being in a band. Well, it is if you're 2ny of these
guys. From Beastie Boys to the Foo Fighters
\ via Tenaciour D, The Darkness and Eagles Of

Death Motal, this is a celebration of the goofy
end of the spectrum.

Sunday, 1pm

WEDNESDAY
TOP 50 ROCK LEGENDS

Ozzy and Nirvana feature in
our countdown of the greats.
April 22, 11am

THURSDAY

'IN FOR THE K1LL'

NME ARCHIVE
Pusting down all the classic R i ol
QOTSA vids. GALLOWS
April 23, 9pm “THE VULTURE ACT II'
FRIDAY LILY ALLEN
TOP 20 ROCK PARTY 'S NDY FAIR'
ANTHEMS
Start the weekend early. ey —~ - -
April 24, 11am THE ENEMY

- 'NO TIME FOR
SATURDAY — .
DASIS ¥S MUSE BAT FOR LASHES
A clash of the titans’ 'DANFEL
Top 10 tracks.
Apnl 25, Sam

- LADYHAWKE
suNDAv ‘BACK OF THE VAN’
MAXI VIO PARK o
VS THE ENEMY TAMNY SPARKS
It’s Neweastle Vs Coventry. 'SHE'S GOT ME
April 26, Bam DI.N(IHG'
MONDAY ‘5 MOCPRTY

'SIGNS'

TOP 50 BRITISH BANDS
The Smiths and The Cure i

YEAH YEA!! \'EMIS
"TERO'

feature, but who's on top?

April 27.

TUESDAY

QOTSA VS SLIPKNCT WHITE LIES

A celebrity deathrnatch ‘FAREWELL 70 THE
turned up to 12. FAIRGROUND'
April 28, gpm

VOTE NOW!
Go to WIWW.NME.COM/
NMETV to have your say

Full listings @ NME.COM/TV

SKY CHANNEL 01843
VYIRGIN MEDIA 975

' FREESAT 727
or

' THE MACCABEES

Brighton's nowr-poppers recently won us over
all over again with their comeback single "No
Kind V/ords’. So, naturally, we had to get them
in to play an exclusive session and reveal all
about their plans for 2009.

Thursdoy, 4pm

I NME FORUM

NME’s loudmouth Reviews Editor
Hamish MacBain jeins firebrand
music PR Ash Collins for a face-oft
over the week’s singles.
Wednesday, 4pm

I CHRIS MARTIN

Rocking out with your appendage out
on a school night is allowed - nay
encouraged - on Chris’ show.
Wednesday-Friday, 7pm

[ CAMDEN CRAWL

Tune in from 10am for your chance
to win passes to this year's legendary
north London shindig.

Wednesday, 10am

B GILL MILLS

Gill’s got a comprehensive gig guide
for the week ahead so tune in and plan
your next seven days.

Sunday, 7pm

ON THE PLAVYLIST...

Il DELPHIC

[ THEBIGPINK
Velvet

LS ALEX METRIC
Head Straight

[ SERASTIEN TELLIER
Kilometer

-l YEAH YEAH YEAHS
Soft Shock

I APES & ANDROIDS
Nights Of The Week

B DETACHMENTS
The Flowers That Fell

8 ALEX METRIC
Head Straight

LACK MOTH
.!'B»ll PER RAINBOW



WHAT ROCK’N’ROLL
HAS TAUGHT ME...

by MARK GARDENER (Ride)

The former
shoegazing
frontman on
reforming and his
mate joining Oasis

I'WASN’'T TOTALLY SURPRISED
WHEN ANDY BELL JOINED
OASIS. “Knowing what Andy had gone
through with [late-'g0s Creation also~
rans) Hurricane #1, he was just fed up
with being on the frontline; he was
happry ta just be in a band and play
music and not put up with all the rest of
it. So I was surprised when he decided to
join Oasis, but it also made sense to me.
We knew Neal and those guys from
when we werc recording [third Ride
album] ‘Carmival Qf Light” Alan MeGee
wold bring Noel down te the studio all
the time, 30 we got to know him before
any Oas1s stuff had been released, and
Andy, raore than any of us, was the one
who loved Qasis. He'’s been in Ossis
leniger than he was in Ride now.”

PLAYING IN A BAND [S THE BEST
JOBIN THE WORLD. “Rockn'roll
made me realise that childhood drcams
are achievable. I would've loved to have
scored a goal at Wembley, but I wasn't
any good at feothall so I gave up onthat
onel Then, after seeing bands like The
Cult in the Oxford New Theatre, my
dream was to headline with my own
band there and I did that wnth Ride
within two years. Everything else was

a big and extra bonus. At the Reading
Festival in 192 we were the lagt hand
on befare [headliners] Public Enemy
and we played the Royal Albert Hall

in London twice.”

YOU NEED ALOT OF PATIENCE
IN A BAND. “There’s a lot of waiting
around, but it’s worth all of that far
those moments you get when you're
making a record and you get the
feeling. 've never lost that that'sthe
drug and that's why I'm still deing it.
Even when I'm producing other bands
1 still get that®

LEARN TO FORGET YOURSELF,
BUT TRY TO REMEMBER YOUR
BAGS AND PASSPORT. " When Ride
were in rehearsals in Banbury I'd never
have expected that within a year we'd be
deing shows in Japan and an American
tour and stuff all around Europe. I loved
that. There’s a world out there and

I wanted to seeitall”

6 6 NME 25 4prit 2009

YOU KNOW YOU'RE FAMOUS
WHEN COMEDIANS PUT YOU IN
THEIR SKETCHES. “1 didn't feel ;e
a celeb very often, but when Newman

& Baddiel took me off on [eult madly-"gos
BBC2 comedy] The Mery Whitehouse
Experience it was quite funny. Rob
Newman was a big fan; he was coming
to alot of gigs at that time. Being in
NME all the time worried me more,
because I thought it wasn’t sustainable.
I always felt awkward about 1t and,
because we weren't the most talkative
band and we didn't really play the press
game very well, in the end it backfired
and we were portrayed as quite boring.
T've still got some covers we were on

tucked away sometrhere, though*

DON'T GO ON PAST YOUR
SELL-BY DATE. “We could've gone
on and on, but it just didn’t feel right any
more. People could see the cracks and
the divide and it’s stupid to think people
will swallow that. All the way thraugh
Ride there were incredible highs and
lovrs, but the real lovr-point for me was

malking [fourth and final albur]

“I’D HATE PEOPLE TO

COMETO ARIDE

SHOW NOW AND FEEL

INDIFFERENT ABOUT IT”

‘Tarantula’ in 1995 and getting the
feeling that *he chemistry had gone
and there was no way of getting it
back. It was not a nice envirenment to
be around; it was four individuals who
were no longer united in any way

I still coutdn’t tell you the tracklisting
for ‘“Tarantula’, it's just something
I'was involved 1n and then I put it out
of my life. To me, that record just
signified the end of something that was

really amazing”

IFIHAD MY TIME AGAIN
IWOULDN’T CHANGE A THING.
“[feel like I've missed outona lot

of normality, just life and day-to-day
stuff by being in a band, but when you
cateh up on all that you realiseit can

all he a bit mundane anyway. That's
why you wanted tobeinabandin

the first place, to escape mundanity
and boredom.”

IFEEL VINDICATED WHEN
PECPLECITERIDE AS AN
INFLUENCE. "At the time 1 didn’t
realise fully what we had going on
because [ was on the inside of it. Now
I'm on the outside and when I hear
aRide track there's areal vibe there.
QOur music has stood the rest of time and
I can’t have agked for anything more.
Youget all sorts of labels and we ended
up with the 'shoegazer' tag, but it's just
musie and if 1t stands the test of nme
and 1t influences other people then that's
good. We also kept our integrity
because we stapped at the right point.
It's 50 easy far integrity ta go cut of the
window and nowadays people are
driven more by money than creative
expression.  still feel I'm doing things
for crcative reasons... and I'm still poor
and hungry.  get Andy to send mea few
quid now and again'”

1 DON'T THINK THAT RIDE WILL
EVERGET BACK TOGETHER. “1d
never say naver and 1 have spoken about
it with Andy and both of us agreed why
we would be doing it. I realise there were
alot of peaple that missed out en it Airst
time armund, bt it wauld betoo wewrrd to
recreate it. Seeing My Bloody Valentine
last year just didn't got me in the same
way 1t did when I first saw them, and I'd
hate people to core to 2 Ride show now
and feel indiffirent about it
I'm happy ta leave pecple
with the myth! Alse, we're
all involved vrith other
projects - Andy’s ded up
with Oasis, I m producing
bands and doing sele stuff,
Loz [Colbert, drummer) is
drtimrmng with The Jesus
Arnd Mary Chain - 3¢ logistically
would be a nightmare. And we all geton
now, too. If we gotback together we'd
probably fall out again.”

DID YOU KNOW?

# Ride were going to be called Donkey,
but, thankfully, named themselves after
a piece of typography Mark produced at
North Oxfordshire College in Banbury.

M After Ride spiit, Mark and drummer
Loz Colbert formed The Animalhouse
with Supergrass producer 5am Willlams.
They were bigin Japan, apparently, but
netinthe UK.

M Mark is a lifelong supporter of Oxford
United. Etched into the run-out groove of
his 2006 single ‘The Story Of The Eye’
(which Is featured an the new ‘Cathedral
Classics Volume Dne’ compilation) are
the letters'OUFC..
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TheEnemy Music ForThePeople

The New Album
Featuring the single ‘No Time For Tears’
CD/Special Edition/Digital
Out 27th April

www.theenemy.com
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