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Bat For Lashes 63
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Busta Rhymes 43
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The Machine 36
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The Frequency 40
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Gareth Sager 43
Georgia's Horse 41
Goodnight And
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Green Day 63
Growing 59
The Horrors 65
Hot Chip 36
Invaslon 46
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JamieT23
Janee36
Janelle Monae 48
Jonsi And Alex 41
Kanye West 44
Kate Nash 36
Kevin Devine 43
Kid Cudi 44
Late Of The Pler 36
LeKid 34
Magnolia Electric
Co43
Mainie Sterm 59
Michael Jackson 65
Mind Viva 32
Winek 34
Mr Hudson 44
Oasis 20. 24
Oen Sujet 41
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Handclap Band 44
Pixies 63
Rival Consoles 41
The Rumble Strips 40
Saint Etienne 44
Silversun Pickups 49
The Soft Pack 47
The Soaund
of Armows 59
St Vincent 47
Starsmith 34
Steve Bug 43
The Streets 44
Super Furty
Animals 59
E TaraBusch 43
£ TaraJane O'Neil 40
§ Telegraphs59
= TheVeryBest4
E The Victorian English
£ GentlemensClub 49
£ VVBrowndl
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The Very Best,
with VW’s €zra
Koenlg {inset)

THE VERY BEST
FEAT EZRA KOENIG
Warm Heart Of Africa

Not content letting bandimate Rostam rock the side-project ook, Ezra
Koenig has stapled his name to 2009's hest chance at afro-pop crossover.
Franco-Swedish production duo Radioclit met Malawian Esau Mwamwaya
when he sold them a bike In thelr local Junk shop; together they becaine The
Very Best. Filtering Eurodance production techniques through a span of
African genres from kwalto to kuduro, their alburn’s lead track features
Ezra {in English} and Esau (in Chichewa) trading verses aver a joyous, loplng
beat, while hi-life gultars plink and plonk behind. The favour's already heen
retumed: Esau recorded a version of ‘Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa',

On MySpace now

-

ELLIE GOULDING
Starry Eyed

i Welsh songstress Ellie Goulding’s ‘Starnvy Eyed' is so

: perfectly crafted that, even if your name was Sir Genius
i Pop, yowd still have to ask how she does it. She bestows
: agenre-hopping innocence that has Frankmusik

. handling the synths on ‘Wish | Stayed' and she’s even

¢ covered Bon Iver's ‘The Wolves'. The result of this 21-

¢ year-old dabhiing in folk, pop and electronica sounds

¢ like Frou Frou making fairy cakes using Laura Marling

¢ asawhisk. Digin, and tell your dentist to piss off.

{ OnMyspace now

4155 cox (spommEs)
| The Hand The Heed Grew

Al R ; ' Sometimes a record drops through our tetterbox

| that is so perfect we can’t stop blabbing about it.
Do The Joy

K! BACK! BACK!

BAC

‘Taken from their new EP, ‘Total Straightness’, ‘The

Hand...’ is a mind-melting combao of everything

Just what we need in the sultry dog days: a cool blast of Gallic synth amazing and awful about the *80s in one razor-
sophistication, Sounding darker and more bewitching than we’ve heard sharp scramble for attention, The guitar strings
them in a while, this opening taster of Al’s forthcoming album ‘Love 2 | sound like rusty barbed wire, the bassline makes
recalls the beautifully zonked-out soundtrack they did to The Virgin Suicides your stosmach tremble and the weird kid lyrics are
with the addition of dirty rock guitars, fuzzed-out keys and celestial piano delivered with the sort of Scottish croon that melts
all whirling round in a slow vortex. Stoned love. ' hearts. The coclest escapism we ever heard.
Free download from www.aircheology.com siow On MySpace now

4 NME 18.uly 2009
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CYMBALS EAT GUITARS
And The Hazy Sea

If this Staten Island fout-piece have as
mich trouble with emnlvorous
instruments as their name suggests, this
rock game’s going to be an expensive
business for them. It would be worth the
cost, though, as this achingty eplc track ably
demonstrates. With all the grandeur of )
British Sea Power, it's fent a delicious detail
in the fluid guitar work, reminiscent of
Smashing Pumpkins’ James fha.

On NME Radio now

d THE KILLS
Willow Weep For Me

NME recently found by chance a hadge
‘. reading ‘It’s Sinatra's world: we just live
in it". ITunes know this to he true and,
even if their tribute collection
'His Way, Our Way' features dublous
homages by The Kooks and Maroon 5,
0I' Blue Eyes would surely have
twinkled to hear this classy take on
a jazz standard he made his own.
Jamle Hince's surprisingly rich croon
and Alison Mosshart’s refreshingly
un-try-hard sweetness are backed only
i byan acoustic guitar.

B'ARKING MAD MIX

FEVER RAY
Triangle Walks
(Rex The Dog Remix)

Our slavish devation to shamaness of the northern wastes Karin
Dreijer Andersson grows apace. The Knife songstress’ strange and
beautiful solo album hasn’t heen far from our grasp in the past
months, and the remixes have only furthered our obsession. Heve,
dance producer Rex The Dog takes the chiming Tantric techro of
the original and tums it into a no-less-satisfying quick one-two.
On YouTuve now

PORTUGAL. THE MAN
Lovers In Love

Why is nobody paying attention to this
band? The second best thing to come
out of Wasilla since comedy cannon
fodder Sarah Palin have thrown
everything at this latest in a bid for
recognition: bongos, wah-wah,
| strings'n’synths, the depths of their
souls... Goforth and do them Justice.
On NME Radio now

THE RULING CLASS
Marian Shrine

SUGABABES
Get Sexy

We lost them for a while to the ‘mum’s
blrthday present’ market, but Sugabahes
were never golng to be able to resist the
dancefloar for long. Thelr comeback single
knocks memories of the woeful ‘Girls’ out

of the way with its ridlculous, banging Waah! Did we drop through
aggresslon, like being mauled by a techno a wormhole Into late-'80s
cougar on heat, RedOne, praducer to Little Manchester? Because this howl- '
Boots and Lady Gaga, sets a steel-eyed cutted London five-plece are &
intent behind Keisha’s playful “wWhen 'm baggier than a rhing’s granny
walking down the street, they say, ‘Hey knickers. Devoid of Kasabian’s

" and Amelie’s brilliantly hard-faced biuster, their stoned groove also
boast “I'i too sexy for this club™. t’s weaves in elements of shoegaze
really good to hear them back on top. ta create something very special
On YouTube now indeed. Get your maracas out.

On MySpace now
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MAIN STAGE, FRIDAY, 10/07/09

f the myriad homemade banners and
mates-on-shoulders that the TV

cameras swoop past during Kings Of

Leon’s headline set tonight, one in
particular catches the eye. It's unfurled by a
refreshed lookirg young lady perched atop an
obliging friend and reads simply, ‘CALEB,
YOU CAN SLEEPIN MY TENT™!"

Clearly, this girl never got the memo. Perhaps
back in their younger, druggier days of grime
and gonorrhoea she might’ve gotten
somewhcre, but Kings Of Leon circa 2009 are
aband almost unrecognisable from the four
young men sporting curiously feminine
haircuts - and couture to match - who first left
Ternressee in 2003 and spent the next few
years on their own endless, intercontinental
keg party. They look different, they sound
different, and they certctiniy don't do tents; in
all likelihood, they 1l be bedding down tonight

“YOU GUYS HAVE MADE
US. AND WE'RE GONNA
BE HERE FOREVER”

CALEB FOLLOWILL

on dodo-feathered mattresses and drooling on
pillows made of pure money.

Such are the spoils of massive success. But
opening ton ght’s show thewthird Tinas
many years, but their first head ine slot - with
a song as humdrum and neither-here-nor-
there as ‘Be Somebody’ seems nothing short of
baffling, as though they've played one too
many mega-gigs and have convinced

Kings opt for Scottish
national costuma: the
uniform of Glasvegas

gazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

therselves that they can now get away
with anything. The sense of underwhelment
is palpable...

...And short- ived. Because while Kings Of
Leon have made a career out of their cold,
distant cool, tonight they heartwarmingly
reveal themselves to be sentimental old
fuddy-duddys, who may secretly be having
just as good a time as the 55,000 people in
front of them Except Matthew, of course, who
simply puffs his way through an entire packet
of Camels without ever missing a note or
raising an eyebrow.

Though their choice of openeris a little odd,
therc are few cornplaints about the rest of the
set. From 1ts weedy garage-blues beginnings,
‘Molly’s Chambers’ has now become a slow-
burning Southern gothic grind that sounds
absolutely huge, while a defiant, celebratory
‘Fans’ signals a mid-set gear-shift towards the

anthernie that continues with an

atmospheric, doom-laden ‘Closer’ and

the industrial chug of ‘Crawl’.
“I always forget how beautiful you

few sound troubles, but the good
thing is, T have something to drink 1
know if there’s one place 1n the world
where it isn't frowned upon to drink,
it'’s here. And I know you guys also
like to sing, so, ”

Then they launch into ‘Sex On Five’ as though

it were no bag thing, while the carth shakes
around us and the air becornes thick with
mangled vowels as several thousand people
sing along in drunken unison. Even Blur will
struggle to top that

1t seems almost cornical now to think that
Kings Of Leon were once lazily characterised
as The Southern Strokes. Their shift into
stadium status may have been maligned by
critics, but it fits occasions such as this
perfectly. Songs such as Tour Kicks' prove
they haven't abandoned the role entirc y, but
Kings Of Leon are now predominately a ‘rock’
band, an event band, even. The sort of band
that you probably ehould hate, but just can't.
They’re simply too good, And for their part,

. tonight's erowd 1s too partisan for even the

normally nonchalant Kings to ignore.

“Iwant you guys to know that we love you all
s very, very much,” gushes Caleb before
‘Manhattan’. “You guys have made us Kings
Of Leon. And guess what? We're gonnabe
here forever!”

Flagrant arrogance and disarming
bumility, all in the same breath. This is
the balance that all aspiring stadium rockers
must strike . Johnny Borrell failed miserably.
Kings Of Leon, you sense, will not And as
Caleb rams the neck of his guitar through
Nathan’s bass drum at the climax of ‘Black
Thumbnail’ and throws it into the crowd
with a gleeful grin, you get the feeling he
knows it too. Barry Nicolson

guys are,” drawls Caleb. “I'mhaving a

COVER PHOTO: GETTY THIS PAGKE: ANDY WILLSHER


http://magazinesdownload.com/

FESTIVAL PRINCES CHASING KINGS' CROWN
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MAIN STAGE, FRIDAY, 10/07/09

eep breath, everyone “Ilook back
through history, and whether it’s
Caravaggio getting wealthy patrons
to pay for what he did, or Paul Auster
getting an inheritance that gave him the
freedom to write his first novel, there is

that element of an artist needing someone
outside of the art to fund vwhat they’re doing ”
Ask yourself this: who, other than Paul Smith,
would say something as erudite as this a few
hours before playing some pop songs to
thousands of devotedly rowdy fans? After

all, there aren’t many punters up here in
Kinross with a Federico Zuecari {one of
Caravaggio’s contemporaries, as if you

didn't know, philistine) T-shirt this weekend
Then again, there aren’t many aping Smith’s
duck-egg-blue suit, but they love him
nonetheless.

Arguably, that's always been the problem
with Maximo Park Self-consciously and
unapologetically literary, Paul Smith, in
particular, has been painted as a stoic
bookworm with a severe medical allergy to
fun. No matter how many photos are
published of hirn sa1ssor-kicking his way
through another gig, the image endures...
despite the fact they've quietly, almost

. ! ’S“ME 18 July 2009

sneakily become one of the biggest bands in
the British Isles.

“People expect us to be po faced, but music is
fun! In particular, the music we make is fun,”
grins Smith backstage. “A lot of people have
had a lot of preconceptions about our band”

Nevertheless, here they sit on the bill of
Scotland’s biggest festival just below local
heroes Franz Ferdinand and Kings Of Leon,
the closest thing there's been to a genuine
global phenomenon over the past year. Next
month, they're third headliners at Reading
And Leeds Festivals, below the Arctics and
The Prodigy. Their third album ‘Quicken The
Heart’ went to Number Six in the chart. Not
bad for a band who know they have detractors.
“Now and then we meet people in town who
are like, ‘I thought you were going tobe a right
knobhead, but you're really

thrive on it: whether it's Lukas Wooller
playing keyboards one-fingered to free
up the rest of his body to dance like aman
holding the winning lottery ticket or Smith
shimmying and jerking his way around the
stage, al’ flicked elbows and skipping knees,
Maximo are a tru ¥ joyous live band. The roar
that greets ‘Our Velocity’ and the way the first
verse of ‘Books From Boxes' is bellowed back
at Smith, Wooller, bassist Archis Tiku,
guitarist Duncan Lloyd and drummcr Tom
English are fair reward for the way they
perform. Smith himself seems to have become
a frontman who can command vast audiences;
he’s a real festival frontman and, just as the
reigning Kings will attest, knowing how to
own a festival is the real ticket to that nesxt
level, Hell, they even have fans who'll cheer
their synth riffs —and

sound! People don't realise, no-one cheers synth ritfs,
three albums down the line, s Es not even synth players,
what we're about,” continues MIT“ SHIMMI “You're encouraged to

oo AROUND THE STAGE,  (oiiiic

were still in Newcastle
playing local gigs.”

[festivals] as benchmarks,

ALL FLIGKED ELBOWS . .oirios

ot e AND SKIPPING KNEES oo
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Now hold this
pose for 10
minutes, Paul

“And when 1 go onstage at Reading [ won't be
thinking we have to ive up to ourbilling, I'll
be thinking, ‘Look at all those people!” and just
play the show. As soon as you're out there, the
songs guide you - all thosc benchmarks and
statistics go ot the way.”

‘Quicken The Heart’ goes some way towards
explaining this metamorphosis. Recorded in a
newfound state of calm in Los Angeles, it was,
as Wooller says, “the first time we felt like this
wasn't the last record we'd ever make... Instead
of ablank cheque [label Warp have] givenusa
blank canvas.” Instead of their single-heavy
previous two albums 1t's a much more
coherent and consistent work. The songs aired
from it today, particularly fierce opener
‘Wraithlike’ and single ‘Questing, Not
Coasting’, sit flush in their catalogue and,
considering they have in ‘Our Velocity’ and
‘Apply Some Pressure’ two solid-gold Tunes
That Make People Run From The Bar To The
Dancefloor, that’s impressive, They've always
had 2 certain confidence in what they do, but
now it's bubbling over.

And so, as they hop offstage and get on the
bus to Oxegen as part of summer’s never-
ending feast of festivals, Max 'mo Park finally
look like they're comfortable. Ben Patashnik

PARK
LIFE

LADY GAGA

Maln Stage, Saturday

“1 know it’s crowded, and you're hot, and
you smell,” says the mirrar-clad alien
onstage, “But you know what you gotta do?
PUT YOUR HANDS UP AND DANCE,

MOTHERFUCKER!", Few things are as
confusing as a mid-afternoon Gaga set.
She’s dressed for a 20743 brothel, touching
her hits, kicking cut hits - you don’t know
whether to be aroused, terrified or amused
- ‘armufied’, perhaps, If this is wrong, right
can take a ride on our disco stick.

FIGHT LIKE APES

Red Bull 8edroom Jan Futuwes Stage,
Saturday

“I'm onstage with the microphone,” states
FLA singer MayKay flatly, *so if you could
just keep it zipped for the next 20 minutes,
that’d he great.” That's not how she greets
all her fans, Just one charmless chumpin
the crowd who's presumahly yetled for her
to get something out. The non-twats in the
crowd were already struck dumb by the
raw, hair-flipping aggression and energy of
the Irish trio - their temper-tantrum blend
of post-hardcore, pop and punk Is all they
need to whip out to give us a thrill.

KATY PERRY

Radio 1/NME Stage, Saturday

Mere hours after Gaga, Katy Perry tries to
up the ‘slightly controversial’ ante, She
gets out an inflatahle cherry Chapstick,
demeans ginger

people and

almost slips out

of her tartan

dress -sheisin

Scotland, of

course - at least

three times.

THE TING TINGS

Radio 1/NME Stage, Saturday

Shrieking: you either love it or you hate it,
but connoisseurs know the place to find the
good stuff is in Salford. The Ting Tings have
plenty of aces to trump a sizeable Main
Stage crowd with, all of which, live, end up
exactly the same way: Katie White
screaming blue murder, tiny fists denched,
as Jules De Martino leathers the drums and
loop pedals.Now that they're no longer so
omnipresent, we suddenly remember that
we kind of love them.

THE SPECIALS

Main Stage, Saturday

There are few people In the world capahle
of smokIng a fag with such insouclance as
Terry Hall. The Specials’ singer strides on
to dellrious whoops, sulted and cool as a
mildly sunburnt cucumber to kick off ‘Do
The Dog’, There's nothing reserved, though,
about the Scottish crowd - ‘Too Much Too
Young’ sets off mass outbreaks of high-
stepping. Now there's ‘Gangsters’, and it’s
sunny, and everything is brilliant.

James' fiying
wire worked
briltiantly

—

WALES' FINEST UNITE THE CLANS

STREET
PREAGHERS

KING TUT'S WAH WAH TENT, SATURDAY, 11/07/09

ust Divine Briltiance, That's what the James Dean Bradfield-
worshipping banner on the front row says and, not at alf
coincidentally, it fits i1 rather well with the theme of this review,
It’s been, as Nlcky Wire acknowledges, 10 years since the Manics
played T, and they seem intent on making up for every year of that
decade in one night.

From the start, it’s no messing about, ‘Motorcycle Emptiness’ igniting
crowd and band for a set that manifests all their eras. As the
emotionally searing guitar Jine of ‘Everything Must Go’ live favourite
‘No Surface All Feeling’ ripples over the crowd, JDB screams ‘funp’!
They oblige.

A douhle-voliey of later hits ‘Autumnsong’ and ‘Ocean Spray’ doesn’t
drop the pace. It’s amusing to watch different sections of the crowd
jumping slightly harder for different Manic incarmations: those who go
crazy for the jagged pop of ‘Your Love Alone Is Not Enough’ are sfightly
less anlmated when a different group lose their shit for ‘Faster’. Rarely
has a band united so many different Kinds of people.

‘The Everlasting’ makes a rare showing in gorgeous acoustic form,
while late classic ‘Tsunami’ sets the crowd moshing in tidal surges. Only
‘peeled Apples’ makes the setiist from ‘Journal For Plague Lovers’, hut
Its bruising intent is as breathtaking as the first time you heard it. The
sense that you're watching a band renewed is confirmed when
Bradfield picks up and dons a pair of shades thrown from the crowd
before ‘You Love Us', only to toss them aside seconds {ater. Clearly, he’s
still not going to wear anyone's deathmask uniform.

‘“You're my guitar hero!” bellows Nicky, clearly not an Xbox man, as
James takes the solo. Tonight, though, Bradfield is less rock god, more
like some strange hreed of Welsh terrier, dopgedly chaskug riffs around
the stage, scampering one-fegged in clrcles for ‘Everything Must Go’.
Nicky, too, seems to have |largely overcome his recent back trouhles,
although he still {reluctantly, you can telf) stays clear of the star-jumps.
Most inspiring of all, though, as they dlose with the immortal,
audacious ‘Motown Junk’ and genuine 20th ¢entury masterpiece ‘A
Design For Life’, is the sight of a boy in the front row, arms clasped tight
over the barrier, with Richey hair, white T-shirt and leopardskin scarf,
and next to him, a girl with glittery eyes and an armful of hangtes. They
know every word. The gospel of divine brilliance, it seems, is always
gathering new followers, Entily Mackay

zinesdownload.com
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King Twt's Wah Wak " ‘

Teat, Satwrdwy 'y

“Everyone knows this is ’;f |‘
the best fucking crewd -

in the world " says

James Alkan., The best,

and right now, just ‘ U!
about the biggest: it's

safe to say Glasvegas

are taking thelr huge

jomg up the bill a year

after thelr T debut jn their stride.

The power of their songs goes way beyond
national partisonship. ‘it's My Own
Cheating Hew't.." is enough to make grovn
men weep, and as Allan lies down on the
stage to beflow ‘Dadidy’s Gone’, he's not

the only one who's floored.

for making nvy wife's muwn not think 'ma
: - chump!"™), Brian Fallon's in a particularty
OVERCCMING ILLNESS TO END ON A HIGH £0od mood. And wiry net? Everyone’s
singing along, the sun's out and it’s all
because of him.

THE STREETS

Slam Tent, Sunday

“Get down on the fucking floor NOW,” says

Mike Skinner, brandishing a Scottish Saltire

flag. “Everyone who's standing up does not
D — give a shit about THIS.” This man knows
how to wark a crowd. Bouncing around like
a wideboy hoxer, leading dancing from an

MAIN STAGE, SUNDAY, 12/07/09

luuununghr! Graham Coxon s Hyde Park, they haven't put a foot wrong. top of the decks, starting glowstick fights
ill, T In The Park head honcho £ In away, with the set shorn short due to with the audience... it may be, as he
Geoff Ellis announces from Graham’s gut-twistings, they’ve got it even asserts, The Streets’ last ever T show,
the Main Stage in the early casier - everything tonight can be called an and if that's the sad truth, they certainty
evening to a predictable cascade of ‘enormous hit’ T crowds might piss against go out with a bang. ‘Dry Your Eyes’ never
boos. The guitarist s supposedly i walls more than most, but they also pogo more sounded so poignant, ‘Blinded By The
puking up his gutsin a nearby than most - at least a foot higher than any Lights’ never so blinding.
hospital. It's bad news - and it gets previously for ‘Girls & Boys’ and ‘Country
worse. Snow Patrol have had their House’ “We necarly didn't make it,” Damon PET SHOP BOYS
“co-headline” (haf) set shifted back to bide says. “Graham literally walked out of King Tut’s Wah Wah Tewnt, Simday
time for the guitarist’s recovery. If Coxon a hospital to come here ” Then the semi- You don’t come to see PSB for stripped-
doesn’t make 1t, Gary Lightbody and co might bombshell. “This is our last gig.” down acoustic integrity: their stage set is
end up headlining this thing. ‘Well, we knew there were no more dates on appropriately preposterous and fabulous
Clearly, this can’t be allowed to happen. So the MySpace. And with the band continuelly In equal measure. Block-limhed dancers
at 9.15pm - half an hour before Blur were swatting away questions about new material, cavort around the ever-unruffled Nell
supposed to have started - the ennouncement there’s nothing left to rehearse for. The set Tennant as Chris Lowe guides the delirlous
comes. He's OK. On his way. Blar will headline 1s wonderfully epic: ‘“Tender' is a diaphragm- crowd through a sef that spans from the
T In The Park. An hour passes... ripping heartache, encore finale “The early hleakness of ‘West End Girls' to the
When Blur finally traipse onstage at 10.15 for Universal sending adrenalin pumping high camp of ‘Ge West' and glossy recent

their final scheduled live show, Graham raises around Scottish veins, Albarn says a simple single ‘Love Etc’, Pop in excelsls,
his armin a show of strength before strapping “Goodbye” and grins. When the sick buckets
on his axe, looking significantly are emptied he’ll have
healthier than most of the to decide whether this FOR MORE

reweens e “GRAHAM LITERALLY C005En. | TIN 'I'HE PARK
saying much considering The j his whims, But really,

View and Pete have been inand wn o“'r o"' you'd have to be a bitill HEA

¢ i HOSPITAL TO BEHERE” oot | N ME.co J
DAON ALBARN s | FESTIVALS W

10 NME :8.uiy 2000
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Guy Garvey: rishing
sunburn for his )

* art. The rebel

GUY GARVEY MAKES IT ONE BIG ANTHEMIC LOVE-IN - 7,

MAIN STAGE, SUNDAY, 12/07/09

“ want to burn for you!" Giy Garvey may
be talking about the dangers of wearing
insufficient sunblock, but the bloke’s
heart is in the right place. Yet while he'll

never be remembered as a self-immolating
casualty of love, here he is on T in The Park’s
cavernous Main Stage singing his heart out.
And a lof of people are singing his words back
at him: is this the last time they'll play

a festival in the daytime?

If the grand scale of the likes of *Starlings’
and ‘Mirrorbafl’ are anything to go by, this
time next year they could he
humped up vet further on festival
bills. Lifted gracefully by a string
quartet - at a time when maore
bands than ever are stripplng
their performances back to save
a few pennles - these songs soar
Into the sunny Kinross sky,
buoyed on the waves of goodwill
emanating from the vast crowd.
Of course, ‘One Day Like This’ and
‘The Bohes Of You' have almost hecome
modern anthems for the lovelorn, cheereg-
and beered-up alike by virtue of their
exXpasure on 5o many sports montages, but it
matters not: Elbow have big songs, and when
played on a big stage they take on a life of
their own, And people truly love them.

Of course, the knock-on effect is that when
‘Leadess Of The Free World' is unleashed, it
falls slightly flat. The success and visibility of
‘The Seldom Seen Kid’ doesn’t appear to have

RICHARD JOHNSOM/DAMNY MORTH

e W\\¥

atbums, and it shows, Of course, that’s no
fault of the band; having the temerity to win
the Mexcury Prize hasn’t hurt them in any

way, it simply suggests that In order to step up :

they'll have to come up with something of a
similar size to ...Kid"

But that hardly matters to Garvey -
throughout their set he has the look of a man
whe just woke up to find he’s a king. Granted,
he always looks like he’s just woken up, but the

appreciation he shows for the masses is almost °

ELBOW HAVE BIG
SONGS, AND ON A BIG
STAGE THEY TAKE ON
A LIFE OF THEIR OWN

achingly genuine, He's 50 likeable that when he

leans yearningly into the crowd {despite being
a good 20t away) yout can tell he fust wants to

get closer to his public. And while he'll never be

some godlike rock star, it's obvious he doesn’t
want to be, His sun cream advice is the tip of

the iceberg: he knows that everyone who cares :

ahout his band is worth caring about, and if
they can keep setting that feeling to glorious
widescreen melodies, soon Elbow will be on
top of the world, Ben Patashnik

Find more magazines at www.magazi

KlNG TUT'S WAH WAH TENT, SATURDAY, 11/07/09

pparently, it’s all about champagne speed this year, that’s what
everyone’s on. Tt's speed, but pink” So says Ed Macfarlane
about the intoxicant of choice for the fashionable hipsters he
comes across during his band’s travels .

He's obviously been avoiding the pink powder himself today though,

: ashis dancing during Friendly Fires’ afternoon set is way too close to

perfection for a speedfrcak Despite it pretty much being his one and
only stage trick, it's still the most celebratory and beguiling thing
visual'y about Friendly Fires. Fuck, the boy even has rhythm when he's

: swigging his Evian water.

Despite the band telling NME they're keen o not go too OTT with the
samba they, "ve become synonymous with, onstage it's difficult not to
fall for the magie of drummer Jack Savidge’s carnival beats. Tt seems

. like every song has undergone a South American transplant - and 1t

really works in their favour.
‘Jump In The Pool’ becomes even more anthemic than on record, the
power shifting from Macfarlane’s wide-boy b-boy vocals to Savidge’s

: ingloriously deft work on the skins.

‘In The Hospital’ and ‘On Board’ are equally ‘bigger’ too, the latter

: quite literally when Foals’ Jack Bevan bounds onstage to add some
¢ extra percussion. As if they needed it.

Butit’s new single ‘Kiss Of Life’ that’s the best example of the band’s

i newfound glories, Staggered over a number of different sections — each
i separated by stopgaps of silence — it's the perfect culmination of where
. Ed and his mates’ headspace is currently at (ie, somewhere between

. downtown Rio and Scul Jazz Records HQ). You get the impression

. they’re obsessed with the idea of the entire world waiting for the Paul

Epworth produced track’s release too, which 1s handy because it’s also

. the poppiest thing they’ve written to date.
translated into appreciation for their previous |

So where do Friendly Fires go from here? Well, for starters they’re off

. to samba central, Brazil, keen to glean even more info about the
. pulsating grooves which have so bewitched them.

“We also really wanna just get out there and show them our version of
their rhythms mixed with pop stuff,” Macfarlane beams. Savidge cuts
him off. “Yeah, but they’ll probably go, ‘What the fuck is this crap? ™

: Crap? Not a chance, chap. Matt Wilkinson

Swanky samba
sex-pots shay
Scotland shocker
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BOSTON'S BUZZ-GATHERERS FULFIL POTENTIAL

RED BULL BEDROOM JAM FUTURES STAGE, SUNDAY, 12/07/09

% PASSION PIT

t starts off as a series of ever-so-faint

vibrations in the air that we first notice

as we're crossing the field. Gradually, it

morphs inte a low level droning that
grows in volume as we trudge
towards the tent. From a few
hundred yards away, you'd swear
it was a hum. But take one step
into the tent, and it instantly
becomes clear that what we're
dealing with here is buzz. Lots of
buzz. The kind of buzz for which
you should really pack a vial of
anthrax with BREAX GLASS IN
THE EVENT OF BUZZ’ written
onthe side of it.

But at least Boston quintet Passion Pit have a
healthy disdain for it all: not only did frontman
Michael Angelakos recently deride bloggers
as ‘lame’, but his band’s excessive use of
children’s choirs is the kind of thing that
makes a mockery of any notion of ‘cool’ that
anyone might have,

Their hazy electro-pop may be cerebral, but
1t’s also great fun, and never takes itself too
sertously. Oceasionally, it’s also anthemic; the
stage they're on today 1s too small for the soul-
stirring ‘Let Your Love Grow Tall’ to reach its
true potency, but this time next year, it'll be a

. 1.4 NME 18.uly 2009

invisibte mlcraphones
werealitherageat T

ne of the best things to experience at a festival is seeinga
young band playing an early siot on a smalf stage and knowing,
without a doubt, that there’s going to be a lot less standing
room when you see them next summer,

Manchester guartet Belphic won a fot of fans at the start of the year

with their epictronica debut single ‘Counterpoint’, and there’s a clutch
more on show here today. Combining two great Scottish loves in
euphoric emotion and bug-eyed dance music, how could they fail?
Opening with ‘Clarion Call’ - very much, as its yrics attest, a “calf fo
arms, a call to everything yot wanted" - their sound has all the drama
of Bloc Party but is alive with the electric energy of Friendly Fires or,
indeed, their most frequent comparison, New Order. The throbbing,
thrumming sound pushes out from the stage into the afternoon sun,
audibly searching for a higger space. Not so much the Main Stage,
though, as the cosmos.

Visually, you wouidn’t expect four sericus and intense young menin

muted shades of grey and brown to command a stage, but James Cook
is a magnetically Intent figure, stalking the stage as if he's perhaps
dropped the transcendent release sought by the rippling synths that
surround him on the floor somewhere.

Their songs, a beautifully organic and human hyhrid of dance and

indle, segue seamtessly into one another. ‘Doubt’, driven by a strange,
distorted and stuttering vocal sample, contrasts with Cook’s serotonin-
dripping yowd. ‘This Momentary', circling round a cry of “let’s do
samething real”, gradually movphs inte a techno torrent, Cook
ahandonlng vocals to join in on synth duty as his bandmates batter
drumnpads. ‘Halcyon’ is appropriately Orbital-esque, with wonderfully
{iudd guitar, and the rave-mystic assertlon that “it’s alf a state of mind™,

They close with ‘Counterpoint’, its disturbing lyrcal dreamscape

(“Late at night I run through streets and empty corridors”) redeemed by
sitvery harmonies and a flickering, glittering synth line, as Cook howls
““tell me nothing’s wrang today". Truly, an oracular spectaciar, and we
faresee great things. Emily Madkay

Delphic, aka The Band
Most Likely To Gb
Massive By Next Year

different matter. ‘The Reeling’, meanwhile,
with its euphoric synth riffs, loose-limbed
groove and infectious falsetto-sung chorus,

whips things into a frenzy and sees Angelakos :

THEIR HAZY

ELECTRO-POP MAY BE
GEREBRAL, BUT IT'S
ALSO GREAT FUN

venturing out from behind his synth and
uncharacteristically going Mick Jagger onus.
There’s not much going on visually —unless
you count four chic geeks bobbing up and
down in synchronieity at their keyboards, that
is - and they don’t strike up much of a rapport,
with “Hello”, “Goodbye” and “Thank you”
being about the limit of their chat But there’s
real potential here nonetheless, At the end of
‘The Reeling’, we turn round and notice that
the erowd has grown exponentially since the
start of the set. They came here for the buzz.

Thankfully enough for Passion Pit, they stayed

for the tunes. Barry Nicolson

Find more magazines at www.magazinesg

8 THE RETURN OF ELEGIAC RAVE o .

RED BULL BEDROOM JAM FUTURES STAGE,
SATURDAY, 11/07/09

DAMNY HORTH/RICHARD JOHNSON
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Young Fathers:
they’re dad fer it

SCOTLAND’S NEW HIP-HOP HEROES

FATHERS

g
BBC INTRODUCING STAGE, SATURDAY, 11/07/09

ew bands: a hint. Don’t, when asked
why people should spend their
valuable TITP time watching you,
reply with something as anodyne as
“because we make music thut we find fun, so
hepefully other people will tac’, Especiaily if,
in the case of Edinburgh hip hoppers Young
Fathers you're interesting and «¥citing enough
to merit attention even though you aren’t
savvy enough yet to be able to converse solely
in attention-dominating soundbites.

Taking to the BBC Introducing Stage inthe
dazzling evening sun, Kayus, Ally and G
immediately burst into ‘Bring It Home' and set
about getting the admittedly small crowd - the
vast majority of whom are dinur utrve, fumale
and really very excited — moving. Theirsisa
curicusly modem hybrid of big-hass hip-hop,
electro-heavy rap and good old fashioned
showmanship, The trio break out ir to a series of
coordinated dance moves at various points
throughout, running the gamut of styles from

IT’S THEIR REFUSAL
TO TAKE THEMSELVES
SERIOUSLY THAT WINS

PEOPLE OVER

pissed B-boy te dyspraxie bodypopper, but
sorarhow manage to keep it looking charmingly
unrehearsed rather than painful®r centrived
Did they consider changing their approach

given that they’re playing to » fieldiul of revelers

rather than their usual ught hipstes - rowd?
“No, there’s no compromise,” laughs Kayus.
“If they like it they like it, if th v don't they
don't!” And those who are within earshot seem
hell-bent on, as they say, having it. It’s their
enthusiasm and refusal to take themselves too
sericusly that wins people over, and while they
might seem like just three happy-go-lucky quys
with an ear for a basshne, there is - cliché of
clichés - another layer to Young Fathers.
“We've never, ever considered ourselves to
just be aparty band,” says Ally. “It sounds
contrived if you're always like, We're having

fun!’, but even if we're doing a song that’s quite

dark then we'll still be having fun,” And
considering Bring It Home’ features a hands-

in-the-air singalong to “I'l make you jump from :

the top of « building”, perhaps he’s
got a point, Whether they can find
the middle-ground between
let’s-get-crunked fun tumes,

and whatever grimness acts as
their inspiration remains to be
szen. But they’re on the riglt
track. Ben Patashnik

Find more magazines at Www.maga‘o e
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. says hefore ‘The Howling',

charmingly cheesy choreography

GENRE-BENDERS DISTILLING ROCK HISTORY

~ PHANTOM
~ BAND

T BREAK STAGE, FRIDAY, 10/07/09

‘.

t speaks volumes that tonight - in T’s smallest tent, during one of
the best sets of the weekend - security take a whopping two
minutes or 50 to even notice the stage invader during The
Phantom Band’s penultimate song.

So far, he's managed to awkwardly clamber over the poorly guarded
barrier, roll around the floor a bit and pilfer someone's straw hat from
the stage. He tops it all off by doing a bum waggle-for-bum waggle
version of Jarvis Cocker’s BRIT Awards Jacko invasion, before finally
being asked by security’s very own Gareth Keenan lookalike if he'd very
much mind hopping hack into the audience because, y'know, there’s
a gig going on and that. And what a gig [t is. The Phantom Band’s five-
song, half-hour set to a somewhat diminished audience is near perfect
- they brim tiroughout with the kind of confidence that only a group
who know their time is flnally coming can muster.

Fronted by a triple-headed serpent covering the history of rack’s most
sutlenly egotistical - from left to right we get a young Keith Richards

- {guitarist Duncan Marquiss), Will oldham (singer Rick Anthony) and

Manl (bassist Gerry Hart) - the six-plece set about carving up a handful
of tracks from their excellent debut ‘Checkmate Savage’, turhing each
inte a motorik hell-racket. I1£’s like they're in love with the idea of
chopping Neut and early Cure into the same potent wrap.

Live centreplece ‘Burial Sounds’ even sees them horrow from Robert
Smith and ¢o’s fondness for putting an entirely out-of-place sole
somewhere it just showidn’t go and making it work, In this case It's an
obscenely loud, acld-flecked keyboard power-hoost, aud it literally

. shakes the tent’s core,

Of the three stooges, each command the stage egually, meaning the
only niggle we've got is that we can’t watch them all at the same time.
They're fnny too, “This next song has heen on the radio...”” Anthony
“,..at least twice.”

Much will be made of their pandemic-like influences {which group
elements of Nick Cave and The Beta Band as well as Scots stalwarts The
Belgados), but all you really need te know is this: The Phantom 8and are

: hig-thme fun, Insulating what could be construed - negatively, perhaps -
: as hip dad-core (hello The Coral/Aliens/Bees) with a pogoing, late-'805

punk urgency that those bands can only dream about. Matt Witkinson

The Phantom
Band play their
phantom drums
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WHAT'S HAPPENED. WHAT'S HAPPENING

The Pencil's
ing, uniess
l;Im.q"re a monkey

Migh
Boosh

become
superstar DJs

Noel Fielding tells NME about their strange new

music project - and where their first gig is

he Mighty Boosh will launch their
latest and weirdest musieal project
at & charity gig next month, the
comics have exclusively told NME.
Following gigs by The Mighty Boosh: The
Band at several festivals last summer, Noel
Fielding is dipping his toes into musical
waters again, this time as a DJ under the
guise of The Doctor And The Pencil.
The duo, also featuring Bollo actor Dave
Brown, will make their live debut as
part of cancer charity Macmillan’s Brick
Lane Tak:2over on August 13
NME can reveal that the pair will be
headlining the Vibe Bar as part of the charity
festival, which will take over seven venues in
the Hoxton area of London on the day.
“The Doctor came to London from Eastern
Europe in 1876, he rode into town on a mule

7

16LETS 18.uly 2008

dragging a half-man half-pencil behind him
on a pencil case the size of a hospital
stretcher,” Fielding mar 1 v ally declared.
“The Pencil woke up with 1o recollection
of the great journey [and], frightened,
incensed and slightly jet-agged, he ran
straight to London Zoo and skewered
a pack of rare monkeys, making the
world’s largest marmoset kebab,

“That night The Doctor and The Pencil were
arrested on top of Primrose Hill cooking up
their giant primate shish. They have beenin

ahospital for the criminally insane ever since,

although The Doctor occasionally discharges
himself and his viclent pointy friend in order
to indulge in musie therapy or DJ gigs.”

The Doctor And The Pencil are being coy
about what thenr live act wll contain but, as
these exclusise pictures show, the pair won't

€an you get
NME TV on that
thing, Doctor?

“THEY WERE F
ARRESTED COOKING
A PRIMATE KEBAB”

NOEL FIELDING

simply be
hanging
around behind
the decks.

“Two inmates
of ours, Inmate
Number 231,
The Doctor,
and Inmate Number 232, The Pencil, are very
much looking forward to their evening’s
release to the Brick Lane Takeover,” added
Fielding. “Please return them back to
the Sunnyvale Institution For The Criminally
Insane once they are done.’

The eventitself will also see performances
from the likes of The Chapman Family,
Jersey Budd, Dan Le Sac Vs Scroobius Pip
and more. Entry is £20, see www.brickiune
takeover.com for details,
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V¥ OnThe Radio’s Kyp Malone has told

NME that the band are preparing to go

on alengthy hiatus after they fimish

touring this August. However, rather
than take a holiday, the vocalist/guitarist will
be throwing his weight behind his new side-
project, Rain Machine.

“I think everyone 1s ready for a break when
we finish this tour,” Malone explained of TV
On The Radio’s immediate future. “But saying
that, I can’t be comfortable not working!”

With the release of Rain Machine’s self-titled
debut album pencilled in for September 21,
the guitarist says he 1s looking forward to
seeing what TVOTR fans make of the record’s
bizarre influences ~ particularly on the track
‘Give Blood’, which he claims fuses Beyoncé-
style pop with in-depth biblical analysis and
MOR’70s rock.

“I'was hearing all thig classic rock and blues-
based rock from the ’60s and early '70s that
was playing in a café, and I was breaking 1t
down in my head as to what worked about 1t for
me and what was corny,” Malone said of the
track. “But I was listening to Beyoneé’s [2008
single] ‘Single Ladies’ a lot on that same day.
Ithink they kind of melded in my mind

Szde -project >3

TV On The Radio
will be back|
after the break

..But in the meantime guitarist
Kyp Malone launches new band

% They were going to be
o renamed TV On A Bridge
but decided agalnst It

musically ~ I was trying to combine those
two things in that song.

“Also, ] was reading this book called
Abraham’s Curse, about the roots of viclence
in Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and
thinking about that too. It all finds its way
into that one song... though we’ll see if any
of that's translatable at all!”

With work on the album already complete,
Malone will be turning his attention to finding
anew band to play it live “When I get done
this summer with TV On The Radio, 1t’s my
ntention to put a band together and do some
touring,” he said, adding that his new group
will be traditionally follk-rock —because he’s
ured of “amplifiers turned up too lou

“I want to be 1n a situation where the
expectation 1sn't that there’s going to be a set

of burning’ rock songs and a couple of ballads,
T'd rather it would be in the opposite direction,”

he explamed, He added that the break and the
new project do not signal the end of TVOTR
and hisbandmates are 100 per cent behind hug
decision to release ‘Rain Machine’.

“Everyone’s been very supportive,” he
declared “There’s no conflict as far as
scheduling or anything exther.”

Find more magazines at www.magazin
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MAD AT JACKO
Paul McCartney
dismissed reports
that he’s anngyed
Michael Jackson
didn’t leave him the
rights to his Beatles
songs in his will.
Writing on
Pauimccartney.com,
he said the rumours
are “campletely

BECK GRILLS
WAITS

A new section of

features the star
Interviewing other
muslclans, artists
and public figures.
First up for the

dogs, Los Angeles
and rall disasters.

WOLF AT THE
EX-PM’S DOOR
In an interview with
NME Radlg, Patrick
Wolf let slip that he
used to live above
former Prime
Minister Margaret
Thatcher in London,

through my
drainpipe!” he told
DJ lain Baker,

NEW FOO

FOR BARACK
Foo Fighters aired
new track ‘Wheels”
dunng a special

Obamaon July 4.
They were playi
benefit gig on the

Jack White says he
doesn't realise how
loud he's playing
onstage anymore.
“The sound guy
comes over and

CORNERSHOP’S
BRIMFUL
OF GAGA

‘Poker Face’ singer
inspired band’s comeback

ornershop's Tjinder Singh has sald

that he was so slck of the UK music

scene he refused to releasean

album for seven years untll the likes
of Lady Gaga made the “rock scene diverse
enough” for the duo's return.

The pair - guitarist Ben Ayres completes the
ling-up - have not released an album since
2002, but finally feel confident enough to
return with ‘Judy Sucks A Lemon For
Breakfast’, whichis outon July 27.

“It just seemed to be white guitar music or
black R&B [in the recent past],” Singh declared.
“That wasn't a good environment for us - we
like to do a hell of a lot of different things, even
in one song. Now the atmosphere's changed -
for example the whole girl-fronted stuffhasa
lot of variation, from Lady Gaga to Micachu.”

singhsaid he had been particularly depressed
by the indie scene (“We're not a group who'll
think about dancing with someone called
Michael,” he moaned) and claimed that
Cornershop still stood out from the pack.

44 lot of British guitar bands, when | look
atthem, aren't fronted by a ‘wog’,” he said
provocatively of peaple’s perceptions of his
band. “It’s not an aesthetic thing - it's In the
make up. | had to learn about The Beatles and
that kind of music, most groups are born with
that knowledge.”

Singh added that despite delaying the release
of Judy Sucks A Lemon For Breaktast’, the duo
weren't tempted to call on famous friends like
Norman Cook - whose remix of ‘Brimful of
Asha’ propelled It to Number Onein 1997,

“we've not let anyone else on it,” he
explained, “We've not had Noel Gallagher [who
played guitar on thelr 2002 song ‘Spectral
Momings'l, we've not had [Kasabian and
Comershop producer] Dan The Automator on
it. it was a concerted effort not to - so people
can’t say that's why it's so damn good!”

18.July 2009 17
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STARSTOCK

Scrap!

Crystal
Castles
fight back -
literally

Duo break the silence on why they
hit a bouncer at infamous Sonar set

rystal Castles have spoken for the
first time about their disastrous gig in
Barcelona, which ended with the
band attacking festival security.
Their June 21 midnight set at Sonar was beset
by sound problems, which resulted in the crowd
booing them and singer Alice Glass punching
abouncerin the face.
“We don't think the problems were asbad as
they were made out,” explains Ethan Kath.
“It says in your review (NME, July 4} that we
soldiered on, but the truth is that we didn’t
know there were any sound problems. In our
monitors [speakers], everything was fine.”
Indeed, fans were offered the bizarre sight of
Alice Glass continuing to scream and writhe on a
the floor while no sound was coming from the
main speakers. Onee the volume had been
restored, the troubled set

luded with Ali
nwarwiatll “THEY MIGHT NOT
‘After we were done, to signify

ey PAY US BECAUSE

we'd played our last song, she

tipped over the drums. She WE APPARENTLY

didn'’t smash them She didn’tdo

anything crazy It was our HIT THE CREW”

drumkit, anyway - we can do

what we wantwith it,” he added. LS4 2. ¢:11,
“So the security guard runs =
onstage, grabs her, picks her up

and moves her away from the drums and puts

her down. So she punched him 1n the face.

Then I grabbed him to make sure he didn't

retaliate, then they grabbed hold of me to

make sure I didn't assauit him..”

The troubles didn’t end there. “Now they're
talking about not paying us for the gig because
apparently we assaulted their erew. Do you know
how much it costs to bring everyone over to do
a show like that?” moaned Kath.

For the pair, who've suffered more than their fair
share of gig malfunctions in the past (including
a Glastonbury 2008 show cut by security after
Alice scaled a lighting rig), the Sonar gremlins
were deeply deflating. “ This band is our lives,”
he declared. “We've put nvervihing into it, and
if something goes wrong, how ean you expect
us not to be disappo nted?’

Alice Glass at Sonat,
June 21, 2009
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Panic At The Dlsca

band’s wehslte sal d
the duo left because
the members had
“creatively evolved

Festival hefore
quittmg the five

FAN DEDICATION

Kasabian have paid
tribute to a fan who

KLEIN DIES

Allen Kiein, once
manager of The
Beatles and The
Rolling Stones, has
died aged 77. Klein
who was blamed by
some fans for the
Fab Four's spiit, had
been suffermg from
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Gwilym: going
for Gold on the
NME Radar Tour

NME News!

“Everyon

waiting to see wh

kill it on the night”

Golden Silvers and co gear up for rockn’roll
madness on NME’s annual new talent tour

ME Radar Tour headlirers
Golden Silvers bu li+ this
year’s outinzg «+ ot mmon
the spirit of eardy rock'noll
pioneers Chuck Berry,
Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee Lewis

The band will top the bill, which also includes
Marina & The Diamonds, Local Natives
and Yes Giantess on the 15-date tour (see
below for dates), and Golden Silvers’ singer
Gwilym Gold claims the shows will invoke the
legendary gigs of the '50s, when the rockn’roll
legends fought 1t cut onstage together.

“It's got that element of old-school rockn'roli
about it... like Chuck Berry and Jerry Lee
Lewis when they used to tour together,”
declared Gold, “and everyone’s waiting to
find out whe's going to kill it on the night!”

Despite the rivalry, the Londoners say
they are looking forward to meeting their
tourmates on tae first night at the O2
Academy in Oxford on September 26.

“I! ope 1t’s gonna be quite social,” Gold said,
adding that he’s up for a few collaborations
“T've heard a bit of Local Nativas and they're
almost a harmony band, aren’t they? We do
alot of harmonies too, so maybe we should
harmonise togethexr?"”

The singer added that he's already
started planning for the shows, predicting

“a glorious extravaganza” and stating
that the penu'timate gig of the tour - at
London’s KOKC on Ociober -3 — will
be particulaily special for the band.

“It’s probably the biggest showwe've
ever played in London,” he explained.
“We've got plans for that one, but
I'm not giving anything away yet!”

THE DATES

02 Academy Oxford Sept 26

Sheffleld university Foundry Sept 27
Manchester Academy 3 Sept 28

York The Duchess Sept 30

Glasgow Oran Mor Oct 1

Newcastle Northurmbiia University Oct 3
Stoke Sugarmill Oct 4

Liverpool iniversity Stanley Theatre Oct 5
Portemonth Wedgewoad Rooms Oct 7
Bristol Thekla Oct 8

Coventry Warwick tUniversity Oct 9
Wolverhampton Civic Hall Bar Oct 10
Norwich Waterfront Oct 12

London KOKO Oct 13

Rrighton Concorde 2 Oct 14

Get your tickets at NME.COM now

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Unreleased tracks
and old classics we’re
spinniag

}.I

DOT ALLISON FEATURING
PETER DOHERTY

| WANNA BREAK YOUR HEART
{ARTHOUSED)

Dot & Peter’s paean to Lee & Nan
finally sees the hght of day. =

MGMT

VOICES CARRY vouruee)

Another new MGMT song.. except,
it’s not, because this 1s a cover of *Til
| Tuesday’s 1985 classic. Chairlift's
'Caroline Polachek features on vacals |

HOPE SANDOVAL &=

THE WARM INVENTIONS'
THREUEH THE DEVIL SOITEY worrrwerny
Heart-busting moments of My Bloody |
Valentine-enhanced raw beauty on
ex-Mazzy Star singer’s new album.

DISAPPEARERS
DRAMAMINE (unsicneb,

Majestic stuff from the east London
wonderkid (who was formerly
called F Lunaire).

MEYRIC

GIMME SWWPAT H

{METRIC MUSIC INTERNATION L /o bl
The Canadians make a shock
with their most brain-invasive

BRENDAN BENSON.
MY OLD, FAMILIAR FRIEND
{(ECHO/COOPERATIVE MUSIC

Qur old, familiar friend’s back with a
batch of new, yet weirdly familiar tunes.

YOUNG REBEL SET™
WON'T GET UP AGAIN cunsicnen
The Boss if he had come from
Taesside rather than New Jersey.

MICHAEL JACKSON
BILLIE JEAN (LIVE AT MOTOWN 25
{YOUTUBE)

Farewell, then, to the King Of Pep...

2
1

) = NEW ON THE
T'-'t A D 1O PLAYLIST...

1Was A King ‘Noriran Bleik'

BIffy Clyro ‘That Golden Rule’
Jullan Plentl ‘Ory If You Run'

180uly2000 NME 19


http://magazinesdownload.com/



http://magazinesdownload.com/

Wembley Stadium 09/07/09

Oasis reached the climax of their UK summer tour last week,
as they returned to Wembley. The Manchester band were the
last British hand to headline the London stadinm hefore it
was rebuilt, and the Galtaghers proved they were still ‘familiar
to millions’ as they rocked up to their three gigs.

Swaggering into the home of English football with Kasahian,
The Enemy, Reverend And The Makers and thousands of fans
in tow for the opening night last Thursday (July 9), Oasis were
thankful to the crowd for the loud backing vocals. With the
sound cutthng out briefly, the fans had to flnish ‘Wonderwall
without the band, but this was no repeat of Heaton Park’s PA
problems as the rest of the show went off without
a hitch. “Last time this happened it cost bs half-a-milllon
quid,” Noel joked with the crowd after the blip, *So just to
be clear, none of you are getting your fucking money hack!"

Oasis are now set to headline the ¥ Festival in August.
PHOTOS: ANDY WHITTON

OASIS POSTER SPECIAL!

2009 NME 21
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Exclusive! B

Jamie Ts

Wimbledon troubadour plans to follow up =< _.’ ‘
album ‘Kings & Queens’ with a series of EPs S o M

amie T has told NME he’s hit sucha short, sweet and you can set your own scene. I'm Kl N GS ¢ QU éﬁi—s -

.
rich songwriting vein thatheintends ~ not sure when I'm going to release them all, but
to follow up his second elbum with a 1 ve got so many songs I'm excited sbout that
string of stand-alone EPs. wouldn't fit on the album.” 368
The Wimbledon troubadour gave us NME had an early listen to the album, which is I-I-OOUS Po OUS
apreview of new LP Kings & Queens’, including  setfor release in the autumn. It boasts more ST‘C/K ,
the tracklist and artwork (see right), and variety than its predecessor, ‘Kings & Queens’ S M STD M [ A
explained he wants to keep newmaterial flowing.  reveals Jamie's reflective side, with tender T“'ﬁ MAN'S MAC‘LH NE.
“When I finished the album there were still acoustic tracks like ‘Emily’s Heart’ and Jilly wu’ I
songs coming along, so that’s what I've got the Armeen’. ‘Earth, Wind And Fire’,‘Hocus Pocus’ 0 S ""I'uRT A
EPsfor,” he explained. “Pmhoping todothreeor  and ‘Castro Dies’ meanwhile thrive on bustling ! : C\H-AKA 'bEMUS L
four of them, | want to be releasing all year.” beats and hoolcheavy choruses, while ‘368" and - SP{beR'
The singer-songwriter, whoreturned withhis ~ ‘British Intelligence’ are classic rabble-rousers. ’ - S NEB
‘Sticks N’ Stones’ EP last month and recorded “We did all the mixing, then had that thing, OASTRO DlES
some of the album in his garden shed, said he which is quite integral, where you leave it fora X uRT#, N‘ ND AND £ RE

1sn't bothered about chart eligibility (which week, then go to a mate, ‘Do youwant to hear my L
1ghiores singles with more than three tracks) album?” he explained. “You listen to it, go, Bkl-ns‘u‘ IN TEL—L—K'?&MCJE y
i3 and js keento get his songs out. ‘Fucking hell! Hope you don't see any problems, \"L_Lﬂ AR
“EPs are wonderful,” he declared. “They're Prn pretty happy with it as it goes!™ ME’E'M
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MARK BEAUMONT

SPOUTING OFF AND BANGING ON

Read more Mark: WWW.NME.COM/BLOGS

hat would you like us to
play?” said Kirm Deal,
eyeing me inguisitively,
pen hovering over
ascrap of paper.
Instantly, the art gallery and all the
Becks chugging liggers that had
gathered there for an invite-only gig to
launch the Pixies’ ‘Mirotaur’ box set
vanished into a reverse parallel
dimension That's Kim Deal. Asking me
what ] want the Pixies to play! Inevitably
I couldn't think of a single Pixies song to
suggest, eventually stammering, “um .
Head On’?” Towhich Kim huffed, “
don't want to play that, it’s not even our
song!” and swung away to field a dozen
requests from other guests for ‘Debaser’.

The resulting gig was obviously
fantastic... but frustratingly predictable.
‘Monkey Gone To Heaven', ‘Gigantic’,
‘Debaser’, Where Is My Mind?” all
Pixies set staples. To an obsessive
anorak saddo like me it felt like a waste
of an opportunity to block-vote obscure
fan favoustes. But would that have
ruined it for the Pixies part timers? And
did the Pixies secretly just want to play
Ver Hits all along?

Maximo Park got their fans to choose
their opening set for Glastonbury. Two
days later Bruce Springsteen grabbed
signs from the front row requesting
songs and played lus pick of thern. In

.
-

IENJOY BEING THE .
BAND’S BITCH AT GIGS
GRATEFUL FOR THE
ODD TUNE I LIKE

sense to extend that choice to gigs too.
Make everyone feel involved, please all
the people all the time, right?

Wrong. You only need to cringe your

this ever more interactive world where
the public expect to decide which bozo
gets this week’s televised lynching or
who gets a career as a West End diva,
musicians are increasingly keen to allow
their fans some input in compiling their
set-list. But why? It doesn’t happen in
any other arm of the arts. You wouldn't
go and see Patrick Stewart play King
Lear and shout for your favourite Jean-

Luc Picard speeches. There’s ne Internet
vote on whether Tracey Emin’s next
work should be (click &) a pair of her
piss-stained old pants or (click B} one of
her pickled ovaries in a jar. But with fans
already allowed to pick and choose
which songs should be on the alburns
they buy, music has already reduced the
artistic value of an album to simple
supply and demand. So, duh, it makes

way through the average Top 10 run-
down to realise that the general publie
cannot be trusted to decide en masse
what malkes good entertainment. Tn my
experience. fan-chosen gigs fali into two
categories- the big bands end tp playing
all the obvious hits and the cult bands
end up playing two hours of B-sides and
early stuff. Both gigs are as
disappeinting as the other - we've

CAMPAIGN SUPERNOVA

aving written in favour of rock stars
opening up on political issues in the
interest of encouraging discusslon
among the supposedly ‘apathetic
generation’, 1 was saddened to recentiy see the
media happily battening down the hatches of
closed-mindedness in rock. Jarvis was berated
for golng on Question Time, beating the poor fad
back Into hls pop kennel with patrenising cries
of ‘musikcians should stick to what they know"’,
Then that venerahle thinker and philosopher
Noel Gallagher weighs in to have a go at Coldplay
‘ and U2 for raising issues at gigs, as part of his

on-going Keep Rock Thick campaign. “1 have
- heen toloads of concerts where hands don’t

24 N“E] 18July 2009

play, they Just talk about politics,” he sald.
Really Noel? Are you sure you're not mistaking
‘loads of concerts’ with ‘St John’s Wood Wi
Dehating Soclety’? “There is always a message
about poor people or people dylng from
hunger,” he went gn. “Can’t we just have anice
evenling, do we always have to feel gullty?"

A nice evening listening to, say, ‘Give Peace

A Chance', ‘God Save The Queen’, ‘What’s Going
on’, ‘Kilting In The Name’, ‘What A Waster’ or
‘Elizabeth My Dear'? At the time of writing
Qasis were due to be supported at Wembley by
a ‘nice evening’ of acts including The Enemy,
Reverend And The Makers and Kasablan.

Noel might be advised to open his ears,

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

He might be called The Boss but at
Glastanbury, 8ritce Springsteen put
the crowd In charge. The softy

-

-

already heard the big band’s hits too
many times and the cult bands always
end up playing the wrong B-sides.
Occasionally it can work Peter Gabriel
(whom Vampire Weekend fans will
know is officially brilliant now) pulled
off a superb rarities set at the Eden
Project by itnposing a no songs he-
played-on-his-previous-tour ru’e to the
voting, and if it wasn’t for The Boss’
request section he'd not have plaved
asong ] knew for 90 minutes straight.
But in general I enjoy being the band’s
bitch at gigs, subservient and grateful
forbeing tossed the odd tune that I like
between the new stuff.

As soon as the balance of power shifts
and we start leaving gigs in a huff,
demanding refunds because they didn’t
play the tune we'd spent three aours
repeatedly voting for online beforehand,
musie becomes nothing but an EU
election with middle eights. Democracy
in rock? [ was quite happy with the
dictatorship, thanks.

WHAT I'VE BEEN
LISTENING TO...

N The Northwestern ~‘All The Ones’

H Totally Enormous Extinct Dinosaurs
-‘Moan Hits The Mirrorball’

M Django Django - ‘Storm’

GETTY/DEAN CHALMAEY
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ANDY FALKOUS
Future Of The Left

At karaoke I'd sing...

PARTYMAN'

PRINCE

[ “Well, you wouldn't get
me doing karaolee fora
atart. [t's not my idiom,
you know? You don't go on
& night out with a builder
and ask him to make you some shelves.
But if I had to, it would be this from the
Batman soundtrack. Prince has done
lots of spooky crap over the years, but
the man can definitely write a pop song
when required. Maybe it's the heels.”

ve played to death...

S “This album by Les Savy
. | Favlhaveplayedic

absolute death. I bought
it halfway through an

- American tour, then just
lsy in the back of the tourvan and
listened to it constantly. It’s recorded
in reverse-chronological order, so
the most recent stuff is at the front.
‘Inches’ enchants me far more than
any of their previous works”

My guilty pleasure...

POUR SOME SUGAR ON ME”
DEF LEPPARD
v i |“How isthe addition of

sugar going to help an act
of oral sex? Surely good
hygiene is more essential
than coating them in
glucose. ' with Alan Partridge on thia
one. Pouring chocolate on someona is
demented. Not that I really agree with
the concept of a guilty pleasure; if you
like Peter Gabriel you're not exactly
cheating on him by listening to Wire.”

THE STONE ROSES

SHE BANGS THE DRUMS

OUT 20™ JuLy

AVAILABLE ON 7" & DOWNLOAD
RE-MASTERED BY JOHN LECKIE & AN BROWN

pile )

‘“Bands starting out
shouldn't listen to any
particular record. There's

popular music these days. Keep it
simple, trust your instinets, play from
the heart. Let’s hearit. Let’s hear you,
warts and all. However, on a personal
level, I'd say Wire do pretty much
everything you'd want to do ina band,
particulardy the first three albums.”

I'wish I'd made...

[E LIVING END

HUSKER DU
*To me these live
recordings are much
better than their studio
albums, which are really

@ destroyed by the '80s
production. The drums sound as if
they’re recorded in your bathroom, and
not in a sexy way. I love the rawness of it;
the songs come through in a much
stronger way than any of the allegedly
more high-Adelity studio versions.”

Everyone should hear...

SNAKE
KONG

MAGNET"

“It was recorded a couple
of years ago but it's not
released yet. Anyone who
likes loud, dirty music that
3 their parents will hate, this
is r.he one. The lazy comparisons would
be to Fugazi and Shellac. Lots of space
and, yeah, it’s all kind of undercut with

a very sinister, genuinely frightening
centre. Jon-Lee, the singer, did the
artwork for our first record, ‘Curses’”

A record by heroes...
SHEER HEART ATTACK’
QUEEN
“I have banda I like.

[
Describing them as herces

makes me feel very fruity.

\ Ithink of someone who

) has dolls of them all at

home. I suppose the first band I really
liked was Queen. I maintain that ‘Sheer
Heart Attack’ is one of the greatest rock
records of all time. It just exposes the
band’s personality really well. And
Ilove Wire, especially ‘Chairs Missing’.
Although it inspired a lot of bad bands
later, it's obscenely good - songa such
as ‘1 Am The Fly’, and ‘French Film
Blurred’.. It’s the benchmark for lots of

alternative and not-alternative music.”

H

INCLUDES ‘THE DOUBLE® & 'LIGHTS OUT'
CD / DOWNLOAD OUT NOW

“BRUTAL & BEAUTIRUL, INCLUSIVE & ALIENATING 1
LA peannt "MARVELLOUS™ 1o

Mesaned) Ty Saserda N o o] Marool 0 @

“WEIRD & WONDERFUL'

VATHCOA
CATFELEOEANTY

4E SUNDY TNVES

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

“] know it’s sunny
but I'm still not
taking myy Jacket of "

My first record...

FCHINA IN YOUR HAND'
TPAL

“It was either ‘China In

Your Hand’ by T’Pau or

‘Stutter Rap’ by Morris

Minor And The Majors. 1

took them both into sehool

to lend to someone in PE and sat on my

bag and broke them. I was prebably

attracted to Carol Decker’s shiny red

hair, which seemed to scream at me like

a beacon of hope. I was about 11 at the

time and ‘Stutter Rap’ was fantastic to

an 11-year-old’s sense of fun. It seemed

to tick all the boxes of rap at the highest w

level, particularly the bits where you %
a
[

thought they were going to swear but
they didn’t. That was the real geniua.”

NEW ALBUM LAUNCH!

“od igtfm W b — Landon
P .w'uibg.tm
TIo0r e i3k Lo demaegen cas o
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: FflGHT OF THE
o CONCHOR!MM

the compiate second

-

| “comic
LIeRK i

- dally triegragh

out on dvd 03 augustl

. amazoncouk
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Inthismonth’s... REM G0 BACK TO ROCKVILLE | JOHNKY DEPP IN PUBLICENEMIES §

UNGCL J~ i

FRE

[WORE IR THS S HORNNGLES

4% BLUES CLASSICO AR e A '[HREE
aT INSPIRED...

EIIIT
HE ROLLING STONES 4

: DA i

% RIC CLAPTON A GE @i,(?évliws

E: “1"5“! :;:nmx - I BECK how THE vai?amn? %‘,}%,Eﬁé?ﬂ li!
Py changed rock foreve TS

v _~

z E:::Eéi ‘ - 9 40th apniversary

| . 3 K gy

THE YARDBIRDS =~ 4 ROKY ERICKSON

- UNCUT STEVE EthE ‘t;:e aggﬁiﬁomqs‘l:};rm

and more!

—————

RUNTO
AUDID DYNAMITE '
You canneverhave too much great music i I@&ﬂh‘kﬁm
Discoverit every month with UNCUT

British Haavy Metal

Reviews, features, and a free CD. On salenow SPIRITUALIZED

uncut.co.uk

AND
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SEPTERMBER 26 OXFORD 02 academy?2 0844 4772000
27SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY Foundry 0114 2228777
28 MANCHESTER Academy 3 08712305595
30 YORK The Buchess 08700 600100

OCTOBER 1GLASGOW Oran Mor 08444 999990
SNEWCASTLE Northumbria University 0871 2305595
ASTOKE Sugarmill 01159454593

) VMESIGINESS
E‘awfs

SEWERPGOL University Stanley Theatre 0871 2305595
- 7PORTSMOUTH wedgwood Rooms 02392 863911
B BRISTOL Thekla 08713100000
9 COVENTRY warwick University 08712301094
10 WOLVERHAMPTON civic Hall Bar 0870 3207000
12 NORWICH waterfront 01603 508050
13 LONDON KOKO 08712305595
14 BRIGHTON Concorde 2 01273673311

PRESENTED BYKILIMANJARO WWW.KILILIVE.COM KiLIMRNJARD-

To book tickets online, visit www.nme.com/radartickets

www.myspace,com/thegoldensilvers www.myspace.com/marinaandthediamonds

NM

T

www.myspace.com/localnatives www.myspace.com/yesgiantess
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PETER ROBINSON Vs, /s

Mel from Flight
Of The Conchords
has a DVD to sell

you — unless you're

deaf and blind

ello, Kristen. Let’s look to
the future. What are you
doing after this chat?
“I'm going to call a couple

more people, then write tha
pilot I'm shooting in London.”

Less than a minute into the interview
and we're already onto exciting news
about future career plans.

“Well, it’s for Channel 4 and it’s called
Penelope Princess Of Pets, whichisa
web geries ! invented. We're shooting
the full pilot in London, We've written
the treatment, now we'’re writing the
jokes. [ did some research into your UK
Government system, sonow I know all
about your ‘Earls’ and your ‘MPs".”

what's the difference between an

Earl and anMP?

“OH GAAAAAD. Well, the MP is more
into passing legislation and the Earls
just seem to hang out a little bit more.”

If you're an Ear! you really are
feading the good life.

“You can, if the mood takes you,
probably eat a swan or something.”

However: never trust an Earl!
"No!"

Was all this researched on Wikipedfa?
“Nao, there were other bits of tha internet
as well. (Laughs) Pm not going to READ
A BOOK! Just so you know, after

my first research I then interviewed
some people in the UK while I was

there and it's all TRUE!”

MANDO
DIAO

MEAN
STREET
EP

OUT MONDAY

f

com

Whe represented the UKin
these interviews?
“Gordon Brown. Gordon Brown.”

But it wasn't actually Gordon Brown.
“No, Peter”

1appredate that when it's all written
down that will looi hilarious, but 1 just
need to have it clear that it was
something you said hecause you thought

it would be funny, and not something you

want NME readers to believe was true.
“OK.1didn’t speak to Gordon Brown.”

Anyway, we're talking today because
you're plugging the Flight Of The

THE MOOD TAKES
THEM, PROBABLY
EAT A SWAN”

want to plug this or can we just
mention it brieffy then move on?
“Wwell, BUY IT DEFINITELY.”

What can you tell me about it?
“It’s a great present!”

For what sort of person?
“For people in your family that didn't get
HBO even though you are on the show”

For whom would it be a bad present?
“NOBODY. Maybse, like, a deaf and blind

person. If you do know someone who is

deaf and blind then you should, perhaps,

Conchords Season 2 DVD. Do you actually  be more sensitive about your gifts.”

FRANKMUSIK
CONFUZION GIRL

19.07.09

CDA2:DONLOAD

k|
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Do you find that you have DVDs you
have bought and never watched?

“Er...no”

1 do. | think that one day when | am in my
seventies or eighties | will have time to
sit down and revisit every DVD i've ever
bought. Which, quite apart from the fact
that DVD will be a dead format by then,
is just stupid because by that point | will,
of course, be enjoying being 70 or 80.
“Well, I'm sure you'll have ime to watch
them if you play your cards right.”

At what age would | be able to watch
Flight Of The Conchords and enjoy it
Iadifferent way?

"M.aybe .?9-»

That's gulte 2 long wait.

“But 79-year-olds view things
differently. They're sort of on their way
out, they don’t take anything lightly..”

Is it correct or not correct that you
are writing a book?

“No, that is correct. It’s not finished,
It’s just BEGINNING.”

1"ve never written a novel, how do

you write one?

“Thaven't either. [t'sincredibly time-
consuming. Just to get a paragraph out
takes so long. You've got to focus and
trust yourself and keep going. But the
hardest things can turn out to be the
best, so let’s hope this is ane of those”

('ve got to go now.
“Idotoo®

FYL...

I Kristen once worked on a cartoon

called Snake’N'Bacon

i She still uses public transport. We

know this because she was spotted on

a bus in Ladbroke Grove in London

M “Yes,” says the TV funnywoman,

“1 do laok like a chipmunk” E

L

-
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LETTERSS

YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

Letter of the week

Tied to the’90s

n 1995 Blur beat Oasis’ ‘Roll With It to
Number One with ‘Country House’, and
14 years later they have trounced them
again. [ have seen both Oasis at Heaton Park
and Blur at the MEN Arena this June, and can say
that whereas Oasis raised the bar considerably in
my estimations of them as a live band, Blur blew
the fucking roof off. Damon, Alex, Dave and
Graham sweat talent through every pore... and
I managed to grab hold of Damon’s armpit as he
mingled in the front row. Mmmm... the armpit
of success!
Richey, via email

Right, Richey, you win this week, but only in the
hope that holding a snazzy, futuristic mobile in
your hand will maybe, just maybe, make you
realise that it’s not fucking 1995 anymore and
no-one gives a shit about Blur versus Qasis,
least of all Blur or Oasis — HM

SOMME 120y 2009

RAGE AGAINST
THE REVIEW OF
THE MACHINE

You gave Florence And The Machine’s
album s out of 10 (NME, July 4)?
‘Lungs’ 1s such an amazing album - 1t's
really powerful and spiralling, a modern
piece of art. You didn't even mention
My Boy Builds Coffins’ or ‘Between Two
Lungs’ which are the best bloody songs
on the album! Also you gave Bombay
Bieyele Club eight out of 10 (NME, July
4),and they’re a poor man’s Maccabees
butreally depressing, Also Jack Pefiate
should have got at least an eight for hus
album, ‘Everything Is New’ (NME, June
13). I don’t mean to sound like Jeremy
Kyle, but sort your hfe out.

Billy, London

TI've followed Florence And The Machine
for over a year now and have agreed
with your amazingly aceurate reviews of
her live performances and what a huge
name she will become, but your review
slated Florence’s new album. One
moment you are bigging her up and the
next you're putting her down Florenee’s

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

album 15 without doubt worthy of et
least a seven. Especially when La Roux
(who 15 good) got a nine (NME, June 27).
Don’t you think Florence’s talent is more
iraportant than coraputerised sounds?
But you gave Florence a six! And say she
is “drunkenly yelling” when only a few
months back you absolutely loved her.
You put Florence as the biggest name of
2009 and La Roux was thrown mto
‘extras’, so were you wrong or do you
need to make up your mind? You're
contradicting yourselff

Ibury, via email

What can I say, except that one
person’s ‘Brightest Hope For 2009’
would appear to be anather’s ‘Poor
Man’s Enya’? There ain’t no reviews
by committee around these parts,
baby. Just as variety is the spice of
life, opinions are the spice of a decent
reviews section (along with bribes and
nepotism) — HM

THE PENDULUM
SWINGS

After witnessing The Prodigy at
Glastonbury I would like Maxim to note
the following: 1 AM NOT ONE OF
YOURP’ING PEOPLE ANDIAIN'T
ONE OF YOUR P’ING WARRIORS!
Why on Earth you kept insisting on
repeating this during each song is
beyond me, 1t just made you look a cack.
You've had your day and 1it’s time to step
aside. The future 1s Pendulum, who were
amazing, didn't need to use the F-word
once and were not so full of shit. Now I
have that off my chest I feel better.
Cookie, Stratford Upon Avon

You're mad. Pendulum ore not orly
the worst band in history, they’re also
a shameless, limp imitation of The

Florence has brought
flowers for her
favourlte letter writers
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ANDY WILLSHER/TOM DXLEY

It can’t be illegal if
it's love... right?

“NME, this is me and my favourite
vocalist, recording artist and

performer ever, Brandon Flowers”

“This is me with Frederick Blood
Royale from Ox.Eagle.Lion,Man,

BETH, BRlS'lOl.
"HeresmeandMaxﬁ'omYcuMe
At Six at the 02 Academy. He was
watching support band Emarosa”

Prodigy. It's like going, ‘Fuck Blur, it’s
all about Koiser Chiefs!’ In fact, it's
even more like that, in that both acts
you mention should really just turn it
in, retain some dignity and go and do
summat else - HM

FLOCK WITH YOU

Is 1t me or has everyone who hated
Michael Jackson before he died
suddenly fallen 1 love with him? It's

a joke! People used to slag him off
when he was alive, calling him a paede,
a freak, a weirdo to name just a few.

All the insults and erude jokes, but

now he’s dead, everyone idolises him!

I personally don’tlike Michael Jackson
and I don't like his music. I have respect
for people who do like him and his
music, but those who have changed
their minds because he's dead, YOU'RE
ALLFUCKING HYPOCRITES! It's like
the Jade Goody inctdent all over again.
People hated her saying she was racist,

now she’s dead, they want to make a
movie of her life. What a joke Am1 the
only one who dislikes Michael Jackson
that st1l] has that opmion now he’s dead?
John, via email

Well, yeah, sort of, but... frankly, when
Idie, Thope that for the first couple of
weeks at least, everyone who knows
me goes on about how staggeringly
talented, beautiful and good at
dancing I was before they move on to
the questionable table manners, the
tendency to waffle on about Qusts and
the fact that they all thought Iwas a
c—1t. Give it a few days, John, I'm sure
the whole freak schtick will be back
with a verngeance — HM

T praise your MJ tribute 1ssue (NME,
July 4). It was such a sad day when one
of the world’s best performer was taken
away from us. I was so lockang forward
to seeing him on his This Is It! Tour.
Being a student I saved up the full 80
pounds or so to get these tickets, and
was so overwhelmed when I saw the
confirmation email telling me that I was
one of the lucky ones. However, now
that I won't ever get to see the genius at
work Despite being tight on cash, I will
without a doubt be keeping my ticket
stub as a remembrance of what could
have been the greatest mght of my life.
Jack, via email

When the words ‘Michael Jackson 1s
dead’ flashed upon my television screen
on Sky News, I simply couldn’t
comprehend this tragedy. Me saying
‘qutted’ doesn't really justify the impact
his passing had on me and probably still
is happening to the rest of the world.
Like so many of the musical geniuses
that have graced us briefly with their
presence - Kurt Cobain, Tan Curtis,
Richey Edwards ~ The King Of Pop has
died before his time. It wonld seern that
the forfeit for being such an influential
musician means dramatically
shortening your lifespan, so not only
do I feel sympathy for Jacko's friends
and family but also for anyone who

by some miracle claimed a ticket for

his comeback tour as they have just
missed out on seeing possibly the
greatest performer who ever hved,
proving that when something truly
magnificent comes along 1t should

be celebrated relentlessly.

Pearc_d, via email

Alright, maybe we’ll keep it going
for a few more days ~ HM

SWELLING UP

When I started to read Mark Beaumont’s
blog on NME.COM last week I wasn’t
exactly surprised to detect a shght sense
of joy 1n the fact that Michael Jackson
had died. Then I carried on reading. And

LET US KNOY WHAT YOU THINK AT:

FOLLOYY CONOR AT:

I was stunned. The name Steven Wells
only rings a shght bell n my 17-year-old
mund, but as I continued to be enveloped
by Mark’s ever-engaging, respectfully
less acidic words, and I followed the link
to Wellg’ obituary, I discovered
something wonderful, The man was a
genws, That gorgeous flow of digital
vitriol that seeped down the page,
preceded by the emotive words of a
grieving James McMahon, opened my
eyes, and made me realise thatThad a
hell of alot of catching up to do if I was
ever to develop, and take the shape or
form of a world-renowned journalist.
Those two articles genuinely moved me,
I actually felt my eyes filling up (then
read the line “Don’t be a fucking idiot”
and smiled), which no journalist has
ever been able to do before. It was clear
to see how influenced these men were,
especially Mark, as they seem to carry
on his sumptucusly vulgar prose with
ease. I've been told not to get involved
in musie journalism, “it's far too
eompetitive”, but so help me I'm
tempted So, I leave you with a quote
from the late-and-bloody-great Steven
Wells, which pretty much sums up the
reason why I decided to start reading
NME in the first place; “I came
prepared to be awed”

Abigail Evans, Pontypridd

Nice moves, Abigail. That’s as
lovely and pure a tribute as Pve
read to the late, great Steven Wells.
In fact, fuck the idiots who go on
about Blur and Ousis, for this

you are getting this week’s Letter
Of The Week prize. Huppy

texting —HM

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Emalk: lattersiEmne com Post: The
Letters Page, WAL, Bloe Fin Bullding,
110 Soutivwark St, Londow, SELOSU
O, amd LOT W winers should amad
[hesamme acdlress to cfafmm thelr prizes

Goto
or call
and quote code
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AN

In case you've still
not made your point

TRES'BIAN
Before ‘Fire’ and ‘Underdog’, 1
waa never a fan of Kasabian. But
since hearing the songs, 1 think
thynva fucking amazing! Thank
you NME for featurmg them in
your amazing tmagazine.
LLLIE, LONDONM

Erm, to be honest I think Tom
land Serge have to take the lion’s
share of the credit for your
U-turn rather than us — HM

G-LOVE
If I work hard and play hard wiil
thuat mean Noel Gallagiuwe wall
love me too?

L BCHIE, COVENTR
A ‘good hair — good shoes’
icombo is a more ocbvicus route to
bis heart - HM

DREAD WRONG

While I wouldn’t say ‘Common
Dreads’ by Enter Shikari is one
f the best albums [ have heard
inmy life, [ wouldn’t say it is
awful either. And that’s coming
from an indie ponce. [ have a
fringw, I wear cardigans, I like
Enter Shikari. Is that allowed?
DEAN, VIA iPHONE

EH?

sn’t Fopp bloody brilliant?
SAM, BIRMINGHAM
Is it still open? - HM

LA WOMAN-LOVER
I may be a dirty ginger lesbian,
bat La Roux is SUMMINNNNNN

NNNN’ ELSEEEEEEEEEE. She
is too dirty to clean her act up
NICOLA, ES
Calin down, dear - HM

ALL THE OLD DUDES
I think ‘21 Guns’ by Green Day
sounds like Mott The Hoople. It
iz also five minutes too long.

. STANSTED
Five minutes, 21 seconds if we're
teing accurate - HM

IMON SAYS
Whenever  hear Marmaduke
Duke’s ‘Rubber Lover’ I get
Saved By The Bell: The College
Years theme tune stuck in my

basd, “Johnny had a pink rubber
lover”... “Standing at the edge o

tomorrow” See it?

O, VIA EMAIL
In a word,no— HM
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The next biggest girl band in the universe

don’t need/want your approval u

MINI VIV

o Ithink NME readers will like us?
Oh, Lhope so! (Pause) Is NME, like,
arock magazine? I've never read it.”
Amazing.

Backstage in a Swindon dressing
room, 20-year-old Britt Love sits alongside her
Mim Viva bandmate Frankee Connolly and
smiles as she unintentionally twists the kn'fe.
It seerns, though it’s hard to tell, that she might
be fluttering her eyelashes. Just as the space-
age duo's glacial treadmill-disco single ‘Left
My Heart In Tokyo’ isn't really like other pop
music, so hers is an attitude at the very
opposite end of the spectrum from the endless
queuc of musicians who so desperately
purchase the right clothes as they do
everything they can to getinto NME.

“Ch god, people worry too much about their
appearance and theirimage,”

of the Sugababes' recent output,

Min Viva's pop music, like the very best pop
musie, has not been invented for the benefit
of eh'ldren or idiots, wh'ch might make rather
alot of sense in light of the news that there
is slight y more to this than meets the eye.
World's Finest was inventad by Xenomania,
the produetion team behind all the proper
grown up pop Gins Aloud have been banging
out for almost a decade, who wanted to test
the waters with an indie release as they
worked on Mini Viva alongside a raft of new
acts. The band had started life a couple of
years ago as a four-piece, which then became
a three-piece “Then the third girl wasn't
right for the group,” says Frankee, who spent
three months of college doing business
studies before switching to hairand
make-up, “so she had to leave.”

Britt suddenly Frankee's words
announces. {3 - echo the Xenomania
“They don’t think IS N ME » llke’ team’s ruthlessly
deep down to the . efficient attitude,
music itself and they a rOCk magaZIne? a perfectionist
cover it up with image 9 d a T8  approach which

and they use all that to I ve never rea lt. . frequently results
capture you, Then, in era-defining pop
when you're captured, BRITT LOVE tuneage. And yet
you realise there’s there’s a curiously

nothing else there. Rubbish ”

You could, at a push, describe Mini Viva's
breezily casual nature as rather pleasantly
punk rock except, of course, ‘pleasantly punk
rock’1s a contradiction in terms. The last time
Britt stuck her finger up at someone it was
from behind the blacked-out glass of a people
carrier. They certainly seemed the happiest
and most polite band of the weckend when
NME saw themn at Camden Crawl, having
become cbsessed with the heavily blogged
indepcndent release of *. Tokyo', co-produced
by French house legend Fred Falke and issued
last November on World’s Finest Other songs
failed to disappoint- ‘Hooked’ was bursting
with the warm, layered synth sounds of a Kylie
epic, T Wish’ was an instant modern pop
classic and ‘Emotions Of Love’ topped most

unmanufactured feel to Mini Viva. This is
not about the crowbarring of stage school
buffoons into pre -defined roles but

aduo - “like sisters and best friends” -
who slowly eveolved into their own creation
and began to inspire everything that
happened around them. The latest two
things to have happened are a record deal
wilh Geffen and a management deal with
Spice Girls, S Club and American Idol
supremo Simon Fuller.

“It is alittle bit scary that it’s happened quite
so fast,” Prankee says, “but we're ready for
everything that’s going to get thrown at us.”

You're planning for that to involve general
international pop stardom, aren’t you?

Britt smiles again. “That's certamnly Plan
A, yes.” Peter Robinson

£

NEED TO KNOW...

| The Sen to pop perfectionists
Xenomania’s Father and Holy Ghost
" iGirls Aloud, Sugahabes,
Neneh Cherry
‘Left My Heart In Tokyo’
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Viva fa Viva: Britt
Love and Frankee
Connally
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TOMSIMPSON/TOM OXLEY

POPJUSTICE SAYS:

Fin has a passion for what makes pop great
and an understanding of what makes it cosl

LE KID

“We are the L E/The K1D/The only thing your
mama wanna see! ' chant Johanna and
Helena, emoting like & duo of malfunctioning
Stepford wives,

It’s the start of Le Kid's single ‘Mercy Mercy’
and their h'gh kicking agendais elear. erafting
songs for Generation OMG and people who
wear plastic cow-print stetsons, that's what

Yes, they're Swedish (insert quote about
alchemising the miner chords of Abba/Ace
Of Base/Robyn into pop gold here), and they
were also the masterminds behind Alcazar
(aka the Scissor S'sters that didn’t make you
want to eat stinging nettles) Backed by the
treacle-siphoning triumvirate of Anton
Malmberg Hard af Segerstad, Méarta Grauers

a .

POPJUSTICE SAYS:

At this rate he’ll be an international superstar

within 36 months

o d vy .
34 NME 187y 2009

STARSMITH

You wouldn’t want to bump into Fin Dow-
Smith at a party. Slip a harmless “What do you
do?” inte conversation and he'll bring you

a cushion to make you comfy for his response:
“T'm a 20-year-old Londoner trying to

make a name for myself by writing funky
electropop-fanx-French-disco-house.”

“Lam,” he'll continue, “a cross between
Quiney Jones, Daft Punk, George Benson,
Calvin Harris, Cassius and Rachmaninoff”

Still, we know why he wants to side-step the
two words that best describe what he does
- “bedroom producer” seems inexorably
descriptive of a chode-fingered Daniel

sy

and Felix Persson, Johanna and Helena have
crafted the likes of ‘Mercy Mercy’ (‘Can’t
Speak French”s brassier cousin) and
‘Telephone’, which recalls Saint Etienne’s
cross-channel hook-up ‘He’s On The Phone’.

Their photoshoots look I'ke they've been
ripped straight outta Look In circa 1987, they
post missives about “flute-playing dwarfs”
on their blog and promise to let their fans
sleep with a band member of their choosing
in five years timc, We've already pencilled
itinour calendars. Priva Elan

NEED TO KNOW

What: ! ibie, heart-busting Swedish pop
Dowatfoad: ‘tAercy Mercy”

‘Way back at the dawn of time (2004),in an
ungodly wilderness (south London), anine-
year-old melded his mind into some music-
making software and distilled his tween joy
for Girls Aloud and JoJo into his own smooth
production line,

Now 14, super-prodigy Muek (pronounced
em-en-ee-kay)! as a MySpace stockpiled with
dizzying lektro that sniffs Frankmusik’s
behind before bypassing his erratic operatics
for a UK soul edge. It’s a gloopy neon soup of
super-sweet bleeps cut with lyries about made-
up girls (he’s only had one proper squeeze as
yet). On ‘Nose Job’ he mixes metaphors from
Romeo & Juliet - his last school coursework
topie - with bubbling bubblegum pop. On

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

BLOG BUZZ

Not enough dosh for Freemasons? Better call...

Bedingfield bashing away on his school’s

EURO DELICACY

Free-loving Swedes will make you grin ’til it hurts

‘ L

POPJUSTICE SAYS:

Thelr Gwen Stefani-meets-alphabeat popis
unselfconsclously big and relentlessly amazing

INDUSTRY BUZZ |

Today: lektro-soul genius. Tomorrow: GCSEs

pinched copy of Cubase while mummsy brings
in trays of high juice and figrrolls.

But Starsmith 1s joining the ranks of remix
conveyer-belts like Soulwax, whose laptops
have liberated thein from need 'ng to switch
creativity to ‘on’ for nine days in someone
else’s studio. This freedom means he fondles
and caresses the likes of Katy Perry, Marina
And The Diarnonds and writing partner Ellie
Goulding until their choruses are threbbing
from urder a filthy metallic sheet Sam Woifson

NEED TO KNOW
What: Bedr o finker Download: ‘I Am Not
A Robot’, Marina And The Diamonds (remix}

‘Devil In Pumps’ he croons about a fantasy
vixen over the hook from MJ’s ‘Rock With You'.
With his glasses and composed demeanour,
Mnek has the more studious air of a backroom

scribe than a pop star. In fact, that's hiskey
ambition. “I'm not thinking about [record
deals]”, he essays, “I just wanna get

a publishing deal, so I can be a songwriter
before 1 become a full-on artist.” Far be 1t from
us to patronise him, but isn't he a clever little
fellow? Expect a Paradise Lost concept albumn
next texm. Gavin Haynes

NEED TO KNOW

what: Why old studio bods wanna top
themselves Download: ‘If Truth 8e Tald’
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MPOWERING NEW POP

Idon’t know about you readel , but
I'm still reeling from the news of the
Good Books 5plit a few weeks ago, And
then - oh, cruef fate! ~ just a week ater,
The Metros played their final gig. The
pain of a nation was summarised when
ohe commenter noted on NME.COM:
“I'm gutted I'll never get to see this
very average-looking band that
nohody has ever heard of.”

Think of how few famous people there
were when your grandparents were
growing up, hefore multi-channei
television, and think abeut the various
ohituarles and tributes as, one by one,
they die of old age. Now think about how
many people are famous in 2009. In
another 40 years there wili be teo much
death for brief ohits in the papers, or sad
‘and finally’ items. How, for instance, will
the death of Alexa Chung be marked?

With so much music so much of the
time, it’s already a problem for bands,
Before lokg, s0 many bands will be

g /
splitting up that the NME ntews sectfon
will spiral out of controf and there will
need to be a whole different NVIE - an
Ofd Musical Express - to keep up with all
the splits. There will he an anti-Radar
section In which the traglc demises of
hundreds of uninspiring indie bands

will be documented. ‘The most mediocre
old hands - first.” Scenes will begin to
develop. One week, for example, there
could he an Old Wave Of New Rave
specdial in which the bands who seemed
quite a good idea in 2006 all splitup in
the same week and OME pays Omeage,
Its webslte wi'l have an Omepage,

It will be edited by Josh Ome.

Peter Robinson

Popjustice.com

EMAIL PETER:....

OR CHECK DUT HIS WERSITE,

, R

v S
IN THE KNOW ..

*ve spent a lot of time in Los Angeles
recently and there are 3,000 strong
raves out there with people
attracted to the dubstep sound.
This 1s nuts really, but it means that
behind the scenes a lot of US producers
are starting to work on incorporating
that sound into their work and bring
it into the pop realm. everybody's
talking about it now. I'm yet to hear the
‘wow— that's it’ track, but it’s definitely
moving in that direction with big
pop songs that have a dubstep feel.
The concept’s amazing and if it can
happen that's bril'iant

It's amazing for someone like me,
coming from England and being able
to make electronic pop music in the
States. Lady GaGa’s definitely opened
the door for a lot of that very
Eurcpean-influenced music. Her
producer, RedOne, has been a huge
part of that, and he’s from Morocco
via Sweden. He has this erazy
pop sensibility which isn't at all
rooted in R&B.

1t’s a pretty awesome time for
people experimenting; we just
did a song with a band called
Cinema Bizai re, who are from
Germany. The song’s very glam-
rock but with a synth-pop style
and we just shot the video for itin
a German country house. They’re
a bit like Tokic Hotel in that they
wear a lot of make up and look

GAGA’S OPENED
THEDOORFORA
LOT OF VERY
EUROPEAN MUSIC

fantastic; the track’s called ‘I Came
To Party’.

Back here in the UK, Frunlimusik’s a
great talent who's got a lot rnore to offer;
he’s just remixed my track Falling
Dowm’. And Fo o . s still doing it for me
too, but all the other stuff 'd I'ke to
recommend is about partying, actually.

I'm really into a new track by LMFAQ -
two guys from California - and it’s a Lil
Jon collaboration called ‘Shots”. Tt's
about drinking shots. Their live shows
are crazy, it's the two guys and they've
gat this girl called the LMFAO Bikini
Gir andghe comes ge andis

-~

ar Lo M
el | who are really hot at the moment

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

generally awesome. [t’s great because
it's not about champagne or Ciroc

or whatever, it's more about simply
having a party and drinking whatever’s
around, which from my experience

i8 a more accurate depiction of what
parties are like!

And that leads us straight to the
Paradiso Girls —they’re a five-piece
from America, France, Barbados,
London and the Philippines. I've worked
with Chelsea from the band on my song
‘Falling Dowr’, and I've also mixed
their track ‘Patron Tequila’ which
features Eve and, once again, Lil Jon.
They're just really, really awesome —
like a Pussycat Dolls but who sing
about getting drunk and being sick.
| And they look incredible,

Finally, there’s Far East Movement,
| who have a song called ‘Girls On The

| Dancefloor”. They’re four guys from

different parts of Asia, they’re very

track whose subject matter might not
‘ sound too extraordinary but it’s a
{ great tune, produced by Stersotypes

l funny. ‘Girls..” is this massive club

18July 2009 "ME 35
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Moshi’s Michael
(left) and Stephen

o b
oshi Moshi’s 10th

anniversary year offers
us all achance ta
generally wish good
things upon a label
who've grown to be
among the most idiosyneratically
influential of recent times. Moshi has
become a place where many of our
favourite bands started life, from Bloe
Party and Hot Chip to Florence And
The Machine, Friendly Fires and Kate
Nash. Founders Stephen Basa and
Michael McClatchey originally set it
up to put cut the stuff they couldn’t
release in their day jobs at big labels,
and, six months of dithering later, they
finally had a name, Tenyears of
dithering down the line, they’ve finally
got an alphabetically-ordered feature
in NME, Yes, dreams can come true,.,

Au Revoir Simene
Iey synth maidens n
possession of a top new album,

Michael; “They came down to see Hot
Chip and they really liked them, so
they said, ‘OK, we'll sign to you guys’.
In the sarly days, I remember
occasionally having both Hot Chip
and Au Revoir Simone sleeping in

our flats at the same time.”

Bloc Party
First released ‘Banquet’/
‘Staying Fat’ on a seven-inch

Caslokids

Puppet loving retro-pop

keyboard-bashers who last year
released Britain’s first-ever Norwegian-
language single on Mosha.
Michael: “We're doing The Very Best,
100, and they’re singmng 1n Malawian ~
it's the guys from Radioclit producing a
Malawian guy they met 1n a furniture
shop So we’ve become a bit of
a hive for foreign language
\ indie musiclately IThave
no idea why "

B-boys:
Bloc Party

36 MME 12.uly 2009

THE A-ZOF

VOSHE
VOSHI

NME celebrates 10 years of the label that introduced us to
Kate Nash, Friendly Fires, Florence, Hot Chip, and more...

amanamanayhkreyd
Enenenenenenenough said

Emrelope
An abandoned early name for
the Moshi Moshi project.

Michael: “As in ‘pushing the envelope’.
That was going to be the name for the
first s1x months or so ” Also rejected: We
Were Monkeys and Smooth Cyborg.
Thankfully.

Florence And The Machine's
“Kiss With A Fist’

To date, Moshr’s highest-selling
single, and a proper paid-up hit

The Grates
Australia’s ballsy
clatter punks,

Hat Chiy

The dazzling electro-

jewelin the crown, Hot
Chip were Mosh’s first bona fide
find, and pretty much single-
handedly kept them busy for
years Stephen and Michael put
them on at a gig as a late
replacement for Kieren Hebden’s
Fridge and mstantly fell in love,
gong on to release their

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownlog

beguiling debut album ‘Coming

On Strong’.

Stephen: “Bloc Party were already
known to most A&Rs, but Hot Chip were
very much still unknown. In those days,
you could almost define a particular
year by a particular band. 2004 was all
about Hot Chip. We never had any
money so we couldn’t book cabs for
them It was always me driving them to
Leeds, us all getting up at four in
the moming to take the ebwapss
flight going... Of course, we

were heartbroken when they
eventually signed to a big label,
but only in the natural way -
sort of like Born Free,
when Elsa goes off
into the jungle..”

I I They're all st
it, “The Moshi

family 1s just like any
other famuly,” Moshi's M-
proposes Jon from  Reyemcé Sanee
The Mae Sh1, “It hesa "’
father who cares
more about his
favourite T-shirt
than yourwell-
being and a mother
you can ask
anything of But

who cares about parents when you have

the best siblings that independent

record label money can buy, Slow Club?”
Rebecca from Slow Club sings with The

Mae Shi onstage occasionally, and has

covered their songs. Other intra-label

love-ns include Hot Chup and Slow

Club covering Au Revorr Sumone,

and Au Revoir Simone and Slow

Club combining to cover Echo &

The Bunnyme:

n
! I Appearing on upcormng
single ‘Sex In The City’

(a collaboration with Bless Beats
and Tinchy Stryder), and one for
Moshr’s gnme tendency {they

nearly signed Lethal Bizzle -

inhigday job, Stephen’s most

successful single ever was

More Fire Crew’s ‘Or). Twenty-

one-year-old grime prodhgy

Bless Beats produced Wiley's
Wearing My Rolex’ and
Janee 15 basically the
nu-Beyoncé,

Kate Nash
Moshi put cut her
first-ever single,

‘Carcline’s A Vietim'.
“Stephen was in touch with
me really early on, before
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anybody else was, before I even got
management,” Kate racalls fondly.

“1 could put out whatever I wantad on
limnited edition szven inch. Stephen’s
smart and funny, extremely passionate
and nerdy about music and bands.

He signs what he loves, regardless

of what’s hot or not - in turn, making
Moshi a very cool label ”

Late Of The Pier

‘Bathroom Gurgle’ debuted
on Moshi.

Michael: “It's a Japanese
telephone greeting which
translates as ‘hello’. We basically
went with it because we just liked
the phonies.”

The Finsbury Park postcode of

Maoshi’s spiritual home,
Michael: “Stephen and I have both lived
there for over 10 years. Our current label
manager — Hannah - was recruited
from behind the bar in our local (and
still works there). We shot Hot Chip’s
firet video in the pub, and it played host
to many an aftershow. All these Moshi
bands have grown to love the place.
Each year in Finsbury Park itself we host
our five aside football tournament.
Previous teams have ineluded Paul
Epworth, Hot Chip, Franz Ferdinand,
Metronomy and Slow Club.”

stole Moshl’s
masker pens
™\

Um... Stephen used to live
on the same street as
Bonehead’s brother.

Padific!
Mashi’s criminally-underrated
Scandi-pop gang.

Ouiz night

Moshi’s glitterati-studded

pop quiznight is still held
in their local pub.
Michael: “Tt’s not a remotely cool pop
quuiz. That was always the intention.
We've been doing it there since 2002,
You'd get a weird mix of indie minor
royalty and the Finsbury Park
aleoholics, so you'd have to malke sure

tate Of The Pier ©

And The Machine

The Rakes

“Maoshi Moshi helped The Rakes
out very early on by releasing
our ‘Retreat’ EB” Alan Donchoe
explains. “We were invited to record
some demos to see if we'd all get along -
in Moshi Moshi’s studios in west
London, darling. One day I was outside
the studio with a cigarette and a can of
beer when Sir Cliff Richard walks past,
heading into the building. ‘Morning,

I say to Sir Cliff but he just gives me

the old up and down and doesn’t say
athing. Bloody judgermental Christian.
Ought to be stripped of his ti le.”

Moshi's first-ever release came
care of two highly stoned dudes

“1t’s not meant to be cool,
it’s just stuff we like”

STEPHEN BASS

youwrote a very diverse range of
questions. Nash came a couple of times,
Black Kids, The Concretes, Alexis from
Hot Chip - he loves his pop quizzes,
NME’s Alan Woodhouse kept turning
up and winning it at one point, so I had
to stop inviting him. ”

who were into Butthole Surfers

and transformed tape loops into
woozy psychedelia.

Stephen: “It’s still one of my favourite
releases It was quite a definitive
Moshi release in many ways,”

Recently-signed
indie-electro tip.

A metaphor for when Stephen
and Michael give bands ‘the
talk’ about safeguarding their future.
Stephen: “It’'s about persuading bands
towork their arses off and get to that
point where you can earn money within
acouple of years. On a big label, the:

zines at www.magazinesdownload.com

The F-word: Fierence

MOSH MOSHI

might get a big advance, but it’s just
like going to unversity... If you don’t
plan for your career, yon might have

a nice time, but three years later you're
left with nothing but a big hangover
and bigger debt. You've got to think
about how to launch long-term, stab e,
fan-driven careers.”

Variety

Throug Tilly And The Wall,

Hot Club De Pans, The
Teenagers, The Mae Shi, Friendly Fires
and Lykke Li, Moshl's always been
brain-buggeringly eclectic. Why?
Stephen: “People say we're a ‘cool’ label,
but it’s not meant to be coal. It's just stuff
we like, Even Creation back in the day -
when they were good, they were picking
up on the things that other people didn’t.
That’s the sort of ethos we want —to do
something new.”

David Tattersall’s shamble-
folk eccentrics have already
released two Moshi albums within a
yeer. “I think Stephen thought that we
had some very naive or reactionary
views about the world,” Tattersall recalls
of the first time he met his future bosses.
“And we sort of saw them as a pair of
ridiculous Hoxton hipsters,”

A popular rapper, who
once shared a lift with
Stephen and Michael.

Ex-Libertine John Hassall’s

band, who released an NME
Single Of The Week, ‘Never Lose Your
Sense Of Wonder’, on Moshi in 2005.

Zee you 2oon, Moshie.
There's much, much
more to come.
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After recent hints that Texan post-hardecore legends At The Drive-In might reform,
an excited Ben Patashnik argues that they could have been as big as Nirvana

veryone in the world wants to
hear three little words. When
said by the right person they
can prompt a starburst of
happiness and, for millions
of people, a man called

Omar is very much the right
person Last month he said those very
three words when asked if At The Drive-
In would reform- never say never.
Immediately after, music fans across the
planet shat diamonds in excitement

Asloved and feared for their ferocious
live shows as their alhums, ATD-1
burned brightly and left a kaleidoscopic
contrail. In seven short years they
managed to attract an army of fans,
make one of the greatest American
rock records everin the shape of
Relationship Of Command’ and
cauterise the eyes of anyone lucky
enoug " to see them live.

“It seemed to happen so fast,”
remembers Damian Abraham from
Fucked Up. “It seemed like one week
Isawthem asthethird band en at
[legendary California DIY punk venue]
Gilman Strest and the next they were on
the Late Show With David Letterman”

And the thought of a reunion 1s a real
tonic: they never namedropped or
fucked any models, never sought

38 NME 18.uiy 2009

column inches by relating i earnest
detail just how many drugs they took
and they never gave a shit about how
they were perceived, both in terms of
their image — lest we forget, two of them
had afros — and what they spoke out
about- ATD-1 weren't afraid to stand in
front of thousands of people and call
them dicks. Not since (and these names
aren’t being dropped lightly) Nirvana or
REM had a band worked their way up
from the underground so Hawlessly,
but instead of racking up the gold and
platinum discs, the pathetic Behind The
Music TV special and the lonely lapse
into obsolescence, they committed
callective suicide Pixies, Blur, Rage
Against The Machine, The Specials et
af’s comebacks might have been a lot

of fun for a few summer nights, but the
loudest noise at the end of the night was
the cash register chiming away, ATD-I
weren’t like that.

Laura Mary Carter and Steve Ansell
from Rlood Red Shoes agree. “They
were one of those weird blips where
an underground punk band gets so
undeniably good that they end up in
the mainstream, like with Nirvana
in 1991. They proved the real deal
will always resonate more than
over stylised, careerist bullshit.”

Foals, Fucked Up, The Kills, Rolo
Torassi, Blood Red Shoes, Idlewild,
Dananananaykroyd, The Futureheads...
all of them, whether they’re aware of it
or not, owe a debt to five rightecus
dudes from El Paso, Texas “If 'm
honest,” says James Spence from Rolo
Tomassi, “they’re the band who have
influenced me most. But I'm still trying
to get to where they were.”

When Jim Ward met Cedric Bixler-
Zavala at E] Paso Higl in 1989, they
bonded cver a love of Black Flag, the
Mishits and Metallica, but the initial
buds of ATD-I didn’t blossom until 1994.
It took until 1996's fine debut ‘Acrobatic
Tenement’ for Omar Rodriguez-Lopez to
join the fold and the line-up solidified in
1998 with the addition of Paul Hinojos
on bass and drummer Tony Hajjar. That
same year, with second album, ‘In/
Casino/Qut’, ATD-I started to kick off.

“They werc a classic word-of- mouth
band,” says singer-songwriter Frank
Turner, former.y of UK hardcore heroes
Million Dead. “No massive hype, just
one by one people started calling each
other and going erazy for them.”

After touring with The Get Up Kids,
nohe other than Zack De La Rocha
personally invited them to support
Rage Agamst The Machine.

“T first saw them opening for The Get
Up Kids at the Metre in Chicago in the
autumn of 1999,” reminisces Idlewild's
Roddy Woomble. “T’'d never heard of
them, but after one song I pushed my
way to the front of the balcony and
stood transfized by one of the best
rockn’roll performances I'd seen,

They were something else.”

There they stood, staring into the maw
of the mainstream music industry; they
jumped straight in.

“ATD-I STILL SOUND
AMAZING AND INSPIRING
10 YEARS ON”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Paul
Hinpjos, Jim Ward,
Omar Rodriguez-

Lopez, Tony Hajjar,

But despite touring with one of the
biggest bands in the country, all five
merbers had to work day jobs when
they weren’t on tour: Bixler-Zavalan
ajunk food exnporium, Ward as a waiter,
Hincjos in a factory and Hayar in
a chemistry lab. Rodnigwe Laop:z split
his time between the tv10 1ndustries of
telesales and selling drugs ‘In/Casino/
Out’ was winning them both critical
plaudits and major label attention; for
avocal minotity of fans it's their best
album. But, again, they kmew they could
do better.

“They had been building up to
something like this for a while, one
album that would be critically acclaimed
and blow people’s minds at the same
time,” notes Spence. “This” was
‘Relationship Of Command’, a record
Turner cites as “the best post-hardcore
album outside of Fugazi ever made”.
And, astonishingly for an album that
united practically every alternative
tribe under the sun, it came outon a
major label - Beastie Boys' Grand Royal
imprint. It's a decision that could have
seen them being labelled sell-outs,
were ‘Relations ip. ’ not one of the
most perfect records ever made.

Kitty Empire, who was NME’s New
Music Editor around the time ATD 1
started tongues wagging, recalls the
buzz around them. “We were very
excited about the fact that they were
young, obviously indebtad to Fugazi

e

Cedric Bixler-Zavala

Cedric: proabhably
making sheep
emmmbam  N0IS€S AN

and the arty end of pest-hardcore,”
she says. “They were a prequel to
The Strokws, almost.”

And, like Fugazt they stoed for
somathiug: they hated the dumb
viclerce ot moshing at hardeore shows
“We were more on the feminine side
of punk rock, not on the masculine,
testosterone side,” Ward explained to
Eric Grubbs for hisbook POST: A Look
At The Influence Qf Post-Hardcore 1985
2007. “We were more on the artsy, non-
violent [side].” They felt everyone had
the right to enjoy their shows without
fear of getting beaten up and, at Big Day
Out in Australia in 2001, Bixler-Zavala
lambasted the moshing crowd for being
mindless sheep before the band left the
stage in protest after only 15 minutes.
Hours later, a 16-year-old girl diedin
a crowd crush during Limp Bizkit's set.

“Taly w3y liked their anti moshing
stance,” says Dananananaykroyd’s
John Baillie Jr, “They seemed to be
really uncompromising, and Cedric
doing the sheep thing is a really brave
way of demngit.”

‘Relationshig: . was the push into
the mainstream that they needed and,
not long after its release, they played
Later. With Jools Hollund. It was an
unbelievably attention grabbing

ATD-I’s Cedric
does his best
hardcore pose

performance, like someone had wired
adirect line from the napalm assault
of the US underground into the UK’s
front rooms - fellow performer Robbie
Williams didn’t know where to look.
‘Relationship..’ was voted the fifth best
album of the yearin the anrmal NME
poll, ahead of ‘Kid &, but ATD-I would
be dead two months later, as Rodriguez-
Lopez and Bixler-Zavala split the
band to pursue more experimental
expansiveness with The Mars Volta.
Ward, Hinojos and Hajjar wanted to
play more by-the-book meledic rock
and formed Sparta. Five months after
they released one of the best albums
ever, ATD-I disintegrated.
Could they have been as big as

Nirvana? With hindsight Relationship..’

is vastly better than ‘Nevermind’ and
seeing as their core fanbase stayed with
them after they signed to Grand Royal -
perhaps because turning one’s back on
aband who'd just put cut an album that
good is so churlish as to be Jaughable -
it’s more than possible they could have
gone nuclear. It was almost unbearably
frustrating to see them shatter the glass
eeiling of the punk rock scene by doing
nothing other than being a staggering
band - but they pissed it away, the
obtuse bastards.

“They didn’t last long ence the serious
spotlight shone on them, but ‘In/
Casino/Out’ and ‘Relationship Of
Command’ still sound amazing and
1nspiring 10 years down the line,” note
Laura-Mary and Steven, “Much like
Nirvana, you can still crank those
records and jump arcund the place, and
youcan still hear the influence of thewr
sound in music being made today.”

Uniquely, their legacy remains entirely
unsullied. But most of all, they’re the
sort of band who wouldn't do anything
unless it was wholly on theur terms,
which means that if a reunion did
happen, it would be the sort of event
that could change lives

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

THEY NOW?

AT THE DRIVE-IN

CEDRIC BIXLER-ZAVALA
The voice of ATD-I, Bixler-Zavala
threw himseif wholly into The Mars
Volta after drummingin De Facto
with Omar Rodriguez. Their sixth
record, ‘Octahedron’, recently came
out, and Bixfer-Zavala also plays in
El Nuevo Grupo de Omar Rodriguez
Lopez (‘Omar Rodriguez Lopez’s
new band’, in Spanish) with, et...
some dude.

OMAR RODRIGUEZ-LOPEZ
One of the founding members of
The Mars Volta, Rodriguez Lopez
has steadily continued to release
solo records, usually featuring
contributions from Bixler-Zavala
and legendary Hella drummer Zach
Hilt, He has a hascent actng career
and has worked with soundtrack
guru Hans Zimmer to provide
music for Guilkermo Arriaga’s The
Burning Plain.

JIM WARD

Joined Sparta on the request of
Hajjar and Hinojos, but earlier
this year said it an interview with
Stereokill that he couldn’t see
them playing again {their ast
album ‘Threes’ was refeased in
2006). Is now helming Sleepercar,
who supported Coldplay last year
in the States.

PAUL HINOJOS

initially formed Sparta with Tony
Hajjar, but left in 2005 to work

with The Mars Volta as a “sound
manipuiator”, hefore leaving earlier
this year. Now plays in Dios Kilos
and solo under the name Hour

Of The Monarchy.

TONY HAMAR

Has been relatlvely quiet since the
demilse of Sparta, but recently hegan
The Strange Atomic with Jonathan
Case from Restaurant.

‘I m!i-'o:i“‘

For proof that ATD-] were one
of the best live bands ever, go to
NME.COM/notesfromtfreunderground
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ALL THE RELEASES THAT MATTER &difed by Homish MacBain

Skid Mark

THE RUMBLE STRIPS

WELCOME TO THE WALK ALONE

(ALLIDO/ISLAND}

e -

4

Devon band’s quality is on the slide:
blame Ronson... and their lack of ideas

dea for a TV series: When Good
Bands Go Bad. It's got it all! Power,
sex, intrigue and bright-eyed
sensitive types gazing into the
abyss and realising that hey, nice
guys finish last. Put a moderately
successful British indie band at one end
of a field, a big pile of cash at the other
and watch them trip over themselves
to surrender their integrity on the way
to get it, erying and compromising
along the way. First up for Episode
One are The Rumble Strips.

It turns out that branding, a rigidly
defined and unique selling point and
blanket advertising can’t make you
anything you're not: like any good.
‘Welcome To The Walk Alone’ may have
the skeletal blueprint of pop gemus
running through it like words in a sticlk
of rock but it verges on insulting. Mark
Ronson production, chirpy post-pop
guitars, luvvy-duvvy-wuvyy heart-on-
sleeve lyrics about pwetty gitls... and
yes, you can guarantee there’ll be
bloody trumpets. On lead single ‘Not
The Only Person’ they’re cbviously
shooting for Orange Juice's ‘Blue Boy’

with the euphoric melody and yelping
vocals, but the textbook string section
15 hollow and, in its most faux-earnest
moments, Charlie Waller's voice verges
on the vomit-mducing. We can’t help
pining for the vibrant and enthused
band that took the NME Tour by storm
and wondering when making it all so
shck that personality bounces straight
off became so damnmportant.

Some people love this kind of
animatronic metamorphosis, but
only the kind of people who went to
Glastonbury this year because Grazia
rated it iive phwoars out of five on the
manometer. This is obviously good
news for the music industry: upper
raiddle elass Big Brother rejects tend to
have a lot of expendable income because
they only buy cocaine and live with thewr
parents. Squeezing yourself into the
already-bulging mould of Razoright,
The Kooks et af is still rnore likely to
guarantee you a ow status main stage
billing than actually sounding good,
and so creativity takes a back seat

Luckily, ‘Mark Ronson-produced’ has
already become synonymous with

‘garish and unlistenable’, so we're
saved the inevitable crushing
cisappointment when The Next Big
Thing turns out to be just another
indie-by-numbers, stadium-filling,
over-produced, shamelessly derivative,
five-man, emug faced shit factory. We
like to imagine the recording process
involved Ronson beating them with
sticks and screaming, “Be more epic!”
This album is the solitary cockroach

scuttling around in the post-apocalyptic |
. has the scale of an instrumental iliad.
: Chris Mandie

DOWNLOAD: ‘Ego Is The Drug/3am’

nuclear wasteground of British
musie circa-2001. Pick any song on
the album you like; ‘London’ (The
Young Knives did it better), any
other song (The Futureheads did it
better). It’s shameful. Well presented
and immaculately recorded, but still
shit sub-Maceabees schlock.

And the pilfering doesn't end there:
this album will be massive, but that's
no excuse for not picking apart the
undexlying laziness that makes its
advert-friendly wipe-clean Stepford
Wivesrock so hard to stomach,
Opening track ‘Welcome To The Walk

Alone’ sounds like The Killers after their :
! Isn’t quite as good as Plush, but that's

¢ hardly a condemnation, Riddied with

. harpsichord, twinkly synths and mini-
orchestral flourishes, Morgan’s vision

: comes from The Flaming Lips’ mare

. dad-friendly moments, or Eiliott Smith

: when heindulged his’60s idealism.

: Impressively efflcient to boot, with 17

: tracks lasting just 34 minutes, ‘Please...’
¢ is likeable but not loveable - perhaps

i due to it lacking the eccentricism of

: some of its precedents. Noel Gardner

. DOWNLOAD: ‘As Long As We're Together’

second lobotomy while both ‘Raindrops
and ‘Daniel’, like much of the album,
cherry-pick from The Last Shadow
Puppets without recogmsing that it’s
not just a matter of gunning through it
like Justin Lee Collins doing a big band
sketch on The Sunday Night Project.
Then there’s the filler and, dear God,
there’s a lot of filler We barely
remember what ‘Sweet Heart Hooligan’
sounds l'ke becanse it keeps getting
mixed up in our head with the music
from the Miiller Rice advert, but
then you know what they say
about small mercies.
Ch well, they look pretty old - this was
probably their last shot at making a go

of doing ‘something they love' so maybe !

selling their soul to Satan was fair
enough, something we like to eall
‘Wombats Syndrome’. Hopefully,
it’s deadly. Rebecca Robinson

DOWNLCAD: 1) ‘Not The Only
Person’ 2) ‘Daniel’ 3) ‘Dem Girls’

DID YOU KNOW...
The song ‘Danle!’ is about the
hand’s soundman, while

‘Douglas’ is about a dog

Head to NME.COM/artists/rumble-
strips to hear their new albumin full

Vv . magazinesdownload.com

THE FREQUENCY
MORNING T 3AM (rkissb)

7]

Da Vingi hit the nalt on the
head whet proclaiming
stmpllcity as the ulttmate
sophistication. With the
rise of Auto-Tune we seem

i to be imnersed in a grim cycle of

¢ facade, Many genres are being whizzed

i together manlcally, resulting in a not-so
. innocent smoothie of dizzying seunds

. and complex crossovers, And any era

¢ when someone suggests taking a “ride

. on your disco stick” (thanks, Lady GaGa)
i spells danger, Luckily The Frequency’s

: debut EP Is tled together with slick,

i stripped-back music strengthened by

. simplicity as much as beauty. ‘Unlikely

: Moming Song’ could calm even the most
: bilious of souls, while ‘Ego Is The Drug/

3am"s 17 minutes of poetic adventure

ANDREW MORGAN @
PLEASE K10}, REMEMBER (BROKEN HORSE)

Last year UK indie imprint
Broken Horse were
responsible for Plush’s
brilliant ‘Fed’; ‘Please Kid,
Remetnber’ - the second

albunt from Kansas-based Andrew
. Morgan, and the product of a torteous
: six-year creation - sugpests it’s a style

they're keen to pimp out, Our subject

TARA JANE O'NEIL
AWAYS AWAY (k)

18/

Tara Jane O’Neil might not
be the most instantly
recognisable name in alt.
rack, but she’s heen
involved in some of the

i most inventive US indie created in its

. late-"90s/early-"00s halcyon days. The
i Portland native has helped define the

i American South's post-*Spideriand’

i muslcal identity in the shape of her

: work with June Of 44 and The Grifters

: as well as Low and Sebadoh, So it’s no

© surprise that on her seventh athum

* she's comhined lo-fi elements of math,
! post-rack, bucolic folk and ambience to
. create an album of unique, dusky

. atmospherics. From the sepuichral

. beatty of opener ‘Dig In” to the dark

; ‘Beast, Go Along', this an album for

. grimy shadows, haunted barms and

. thousand year old legends. Like nothing
. else you'll hear this year. Priya Elan

: DOWNLOAD: ‘Beast, Go Along’
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FOREST FIRE
SURYIVAL 133 06TN 500 0

Recorded In their own

. practice rooms, ‘Survivall
is no rush-Joh. Initially
released online last year,
the blogosphere’s folkiest
took to it like a Dylan disciple to a straw
hat. And it shows, because even when
they dither with free Jazz {‘Promise’),
FF sound aligned with the constellation
of Messrs Pecknold, Olson and Gano;
indeed, this could be Violent Femmes
on salvia. A highpoint is Nathan Delffs’
guitar, veering from Byrdsian glint
{*Echoes Coming') to ‘l Make Windows"
toffee-strung fuzz. Elsewhere, ‘Survival’
{the song) is piping hot, having been
swiped from the lorry carrying the
stems of the Stones' ‘Sweet Virginia'.
Butit's indicative of much of the

album - convincingly seductive in

its wooziness. Matt Wilkinson
DOWNLOAD: ‘t Make Windows’

JONSI AND ALEX 9
RICEBUY SLEEPS 1pa0L024 003}

Jén bér Birgisson’s side-
-~ project targets a narrow

demographic: those who

find his band Sigur Rés

to be too fast-paced.
‘Rlceboy Sleeps’ is a tedious album
of orchestral drones, produced by
manipulating plano, strings and choir
samples on solar-powered laptops {in -
yes - a Hawallan commune), The nine
tracks average over seven minutes each,
and Important things are absent: beats,
narrative, any semblance of a point.
Its most tolerable pieces sound like
waves lapping at a beach; others evoke
accidental calls from unlocked phones.
Sigur Ros once set a gold standard
in pomposity hy writing songs in an
invented language. In releasing this,
Birgisson outdoes himself. Niall 0’Keeffe
DOWNLOAD: Anything off ‘Drum’s Not

Dead’ by Liars instead
Fuck race, fuck

THE DULOKS
CHILOREK OF THE SEA (voar)

nationality, fuck gender

- there are only twokinds
= of people: dickheads and

- dudes. Which camp you

fall Into can be determined by how you
feel about this, the debut from glam
lo-fl pop queens The Duloks (named
after the evil Ewoks In the Star Wars
spin-off cartoons, fact fans). If, for
example, you despalr at the potty-
mouthed lyrics, 8-bit drums, Bontempi
grgan or commitment to quality over
competence, you're a massive dick,
Whereas, If you acknowledge tunes such
as '‘Octopus In Love’ and ‘Lovelorn
Unicorn’ outline that the London trio are
the rightful heirs to the much lamented
Shampoo (another litmus test of
dickdom and dudeism), well, be content
- you're a superior breed of person
to that other lot, James McMahon
DOWNLOAD: ‘Lovelorn Unicorn’

GEORGIA'S HORSE e
THE NANMOTH SESSHNS (Res)
W Youcan tell what most
musicians used to play
a at when they were young
Just by listening to them,
L Richard Ashcroft was

a youthful astronaut with a goldfish
howd on his noggin, Noel Gallagher
afootballer and Jon McClure a Native
American chieftain, Teresa Maldonado,
the singer-songwriter at the core of
Texan alt.country act Georgia's Horse,
sounds like she was a cowgirl. There are
acres of loneliness in these brittle songs
that stick up out of the sandy floor like
skeletal remains. There are echoes of
the {expat) Americana of The New
Pomographers, a light dusting of the
folk psychedelia of Smog and the torrid
country death songs of PJ Harvey's ‘To
Bring You My Love’. And she makes it
sound like child's play. Jofw Doran

LIFE GIVEN TO QUIET PLACES o

BARF MDY

DOWNLOAD: “Snake And Sparrow’
OEN SUJET
- ,‘ Coming off like some
synth-prog soundtrack to
| ahunch of clawns golng

. shoppling, ‘Life Glven To
Quiet Places’ is a wilfully
obtuse beast. Packed full of abstract

musical phrases and meandering
rhythms and textures, the Montreal-
based three-plece may be lauded by
the clued-in likes of Ladyfest, but sadly
Julle-Blanche Taillon’s honeyed vocals
can't save their debut from being a
dislocated disaster. There are fleeting
moments of beauty, such as the rousing
gang vocals on ‘Bird And Binocular’, but
ultimately it tends to repeat like last
night’s pizza. With a great producer
this could’ve soared to the stars, but
inits current form it's an unsatisfying
effort for all concermed. Edwin McFee
DOWNLOAD: ‘Bird And Binocular'

Proving there's plenty of

pretension to still be

tapped from an acid line,

Ryan Lee West's Rival

Consoles profect revives
the schism between the commercial
house music of suburban hell-holes and
the perverted beats of electronica’s
golden boys. ‘Preoccupied Fashion
Bastard’ snipes at Mason’s ‘Exceeder’,
thase once ubiquitous stahs sounding
like they're belng fed through a rubbish
compactor, ‘10’ takes the amblence of
Radioslave’s eczema-dry aesthetic and
plles on the rolls of fatty distortion and
Chris Clark-Informed crunchiness, And
‘Digital Fuck’? A massive slice of jagged
grandlosity that Kicks you In the nuts
for s0 much as looking at a Deadmaus
record. Sure, Lee comes across as a bit
patronising, but ‘10’ is a party record
even snobs can enjoy. Louise Brailey
DOWNLOAD: 0’

RIVAL CONSOLES
10 ERAST THPFSH

= YVBROWN

(ISLAND)

Light-wei

TRAVELLING LIKE THE LIGHT

Her rockabilly pop may be jaunty, but it
can’t hide a yawning lack of substance

ccording to the deluge of
fawning broadsheet profiles
and fashion mag spreads,
VV Brown is the kookiest
craziest, cleverest thing
to happen to British pop since Paul
MeCartney invented the double
thumbs-up. A statuesque Caribbean girl
from Northampton with a rockabilly
quiff who performs with a ‘real’ band
writes her own brass arrangements and
muddies her pink wellies at ‘proper’
festivals, VV 1s being marketed as the
‘indie’ option in a world of Pixie Lotts
But don’t be fooled. Even if she wasn't
cooked up in a crisis meeting at Island
after Winehouse's wagon deposited her

i 1na ditch once again - and the suspicion
¢ lingers - VV Brown’s irksome brand of

¢ 'doo wop indie’ is about as substantial as
i aDarrylea triangle. Most of these songs

were supposedly penned 1n the wake of
a painful break up from a no-good man,
so you'd think a title like ‘Crying Blood’

: mught allow for alittle emotion to seep
: to the surface. Instead, the song sounds
; like Matt Bianco doing the Time Warp,

Listening to ‘Travelling Like The Light

I 1slike bemng trapped inside a '50s-

¢ themed Las Vegas diner where the

i waltresses do dance routines hetween
i doling out cheeseburgers. It's so

i unremittingly Jaunty it makes Jack

i Pefiate’s debut sound like ‘Unknown

i Pleasures’ Admittedly ‘Shark In The

i Water'is a pretty fine pop song, the

i ersatz retro window-dressing shoved

¢ aside to let a soaring, Xenomania-style
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chorus burst through, ‘Back In Time'
benefits from a simpler, arcangement,
although VV refuses to let up with her
constant mugging. She's got a bunch of
good voices, but not one she could truly
call her own. Over the course of the
albur she goes from Eartha Kitt to Kate
Nash and back, in a bizarre performance
that seems expressly designed to
conceal any hints of her true self.

By the time ‘Crazy Amazing’ comes
around, based on that annoying
‘Chopsticks’ tune everyone learnt to play
on the school piano, you lmowwho to
book should you ever have to organise a
birthday bash for a millionaire's 10 year-
old daughter. But unless you're hyped up
on a cocktail of Sunny D and Hanbo
yourself, you'll find most of this album
very annoying indeed. Sam Richards

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Shark In The
Water’ 2} Leave’ 3) ‘I Love You'

DID YOU KNOW...

YV Brown used to be a songwriter
Tor-hire, having & hand in writing for
Sugababes and Pussycat Dolls

‘l'l{'v."'

Malke your own mind up and listen to
‘Travelling Ulke The Light" In full at
NME,CON/artists/vv-brown now
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“~ Turn down the lights, crank up the |
- amps and prepare to command centre
“~. stage as some of the most famous ‘

- ' AND infamous tracks from Guitar \
Hero, Guitar Hero ll, Guitar
Hero Encore: Rocks The
80s and Guitar Hero
lli: Legends Of Rock
step into the
** - spotlight in the
% most epic, full band
" - jarirsession to date
- Guitar Hero
-Greatest Hits. For

Wmore information about %
7 the game, visit -~
www.GuitarHero.com.

3 THE BEST OF GUITAR HERQ MUSsiC
Xl LE MERLEUR DE LA MUSIQUE DE GUITAR HERD )

Choose your console below:
Xhox 360 www.nme.co.uk/ghxbox or phone 0845 123 1231 gquoting code 108
PS3 wmww.nme.co.uk/ghps3 or phone 0845 123 1231 quoting code 10C B L
wii www.nme,co.uk/ghwii or phone 0845 123 1231 qguoting code 10D "B oa =
Lites open 8am - 9pim 7 days; please have your payment detalis to hand. E - i 2

select your console aboll® Hurry, gifts are fimited to the first 50 new subscribers and closes 01/08/09, Offer is only available for new UK substribers, The free gift will he‘ »
delivered separatelyd¥ days'after your first payment has been taken and is subject to availabifity. The offer is for a minimum term of 12 months and refunds canot be

p subscribe today, for just £39.99 every 6 months by direct debit or for a year pay just £79.98 in a one off payment by debit/credit card saving 73 on the cover price, Now
issued. all trademafks and logos are property of their respective owners. For enquiries or overseas rates cail +44 (0)845 1231231 or e-mall WW y
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NISEPHINE (st nir Coidnne

(8]

Frontman Jason Molina
describes this as belng
about “dislocation”, et
lurking in the background
is a ghost - Iiterally and
figuratively, While ghosts are a lyrical
theme, this is also the first record MEC
have completed without bassist Evan
Farrell, who died in late 2007. A paean
to a faded photograph, ‘Josephine’
inhabits a lonely landscape, but not one
without redemption. ‘Hope Dies Last’
promises to “bring iome the Northern
Lights” hefore quietly acquiescing:
“hope dies last of alf”’. The working title
for ‘Josephine’ was ‘A Map Of The Falling
stars’; in changing from the slightly
saccharine latter to the evocative
former, Molina has summarised the
appeal of this record far better than

1 ever could. Allbhe Malone

DOWNLOAD: ‘The Handing Down’

GOODNIGHT AND I WISH
A RUFFLED RMIND MAXES A RESTLESS
PILLON pacsatiod)

Not finding much Joy In
Neils Children?
Experiendng huge houts

ot
v
@ of Insomnia? Livein a
haunted house? Are you a

drummer? It seems that the only cure
for such afflictions Is to stay up all night
making bedtime soundscapes and
calling it “lullaby pop”. Or so thinks ex-
NC sticksman Brandon Jacobs, Taking
his cue from the dark, enticing work of
film director Tim Burton - so much so
he’s named a song after him - tracks
such as ‘Snow Angels’ take you back

to the childlike innocence of Edward
Scissorfands, But it's not all fairytale
ditties. Jacobs is taking his new project
into the realm of the nightmarish, with
mixed results, He should try a mug of

Ovaltine instead. Ash Dosanjh

DOWNLOAD: ‘Ghost’

:3! Brooklynite Kevin Devine
is hack with album
number five {though his
first on a UK label) and
we’re excited. Not just "cos
he’s finally getting an overdue release
here hut because, in ‘Brother’s Blood',
Devine has made an album that captures
an Intimate sense of lyrical drive that
suggests he ‘accidentally” left his diary
out knowing full well we'd read it. The
haunting atmospherics that linger on
‘Another Bag Of Bones’ prepare us for
the rock anthem riffs and growls of
*‘Brother’s Blood’, while single ‘1 Could
Be With Anyone’ fluently transcends
into a shouty, aggressive, yet-still-quite-
polite scuzzy garage situation. It's as if
we're meant to learn about human flaws
from Devine’s own frustration. One of
folk rock’s more anonymous stars is
about to get noticed. Kelly Murray
DOWNLOAD: ‘Another Bag Of Bones’

KEVIN DEVINE
BROTHER'S BLDOD 1 5 50w woms 16 |

KEv.
DEVINE

TARA BUSCH
HLFERSHIRE LAKE crumeny Tou00

with a penchant for
haunting falsetto and
woozy melody, ‘Pilfershire

establishing its creator as
Kate Bush for the modern age; ethereal,
sinister but strangely sweet, ‘This Is
Love' deals In delicate bulld-ups and
melodramatic choruses, while ‘Get
Drunk And Fuck’ is aural schizophrenia;
so far, so Kate. The difference hetween
Miss Bush and Miss Busch, however, is
that the latter’s obsession for all things
technologically offbeat means the
pianos of yesteryear become the
Mystery Circuits Breadbox Synths of
today, resulting in a sound that evokes
both wistful Victoriana and futuristic
mysticism. Aside from the vapid
‘Supeririends’, it mostly succeeds.

The torch has been passed. Lisa Wiight
DOWNLOAD: “This Js Love’

STEVE BUIG
COLLABDRATORY | sssa an
Buy DJ/producer Steve
Bug’s fourth album and
you're not just choosing 11
tracks of evacative
electronic music, You
are choosing Sonar over Glastonbury;
laptops over guitars; Berlln gver Ihiza;
evolution over inertia, You are choosing
multicultural, unisex Eurgpean techno
over small-minded British guitar bands.
You are choosing to see music, not In
terms of The Beatles and the Stones
or even Kraftwerk and Can, butas a
matter of curiosity, where elements of
neo-soul, modern classical or dubstep
can all he deployed in what you might
call electronic pop. You are choosing
to reject easy nostalgia for the alien
drama of ‘Strong Moment’ or ‘Passing
Clouds”. You are choosing excitement
and feeling over death. Tony Naylor
DOWNLOAD: ‘Passing Clouds’

Gareth Sager was guitarist
in legendary post-punkers
The Pop Group and his
debut solo album follows
thelr wobbly avant-reggae
lines. Instead of sticking to minimalism,
though, it piles on funk, soul, glam, and
howls of invocation Ilke a demonic game
of Buckaroo. ‘Bad Bad Loser” is like The
Fall Joining the dancefioor to intimidate
the dancers with full throttle aggro-
funk, ‘So Fired Up’ Is voodoo rockabllly
straight from a David Lynch nightclub,
‘Dollar Hungry' like John Spencer doing
Prince and ‘Hot Hits Vol 27’ Is a genlus
Tom Walts/Elvis hybrid. Titles such as
“Not Since The Accident’ and ‘Draining
Swan Lake’ indicate the level of wit on
display here and the album feels fun
in a way you wouldn’t expect from the
old guard, Sager’s the disco Captain
Beefheart. Mega. Martin Robinson
DOWNLOAD: ‘So Fired tip’

GARETH SAGER
SLADK SLACK WIS IC [ carr s a0vm)

Lane’ stakes a fair claim to

BACK ON MY B5
(UNIVERSAL MOTOWN)

BUSTA RHYMES

6/

It would be so much better if he knew who
he was and didn’t rely on 100 producers

usta Rhymes on a unicycle,
Juggling balls while eating fire
and hypnotising rabbits he’s
recently pulled from hats isn't
just a good concept for his next
Hype Williams video, it’s an apt
summary of his latest release. It’s been
a full three years since the sleek, edgy
raintmalism of 2006’s ‘The Big Bang’,
and given that album’s Billboard Chart
topping status and strong critical
reception, right now seems like a good
point in his ridiculously lengthy career
for Bussa-Bus to use that banked
creative capital to go a bit auteur on us.
Sadly, Back On My BS'is the exact
opposite: the sound of Busta waking up
one morning in a cold sweat, terrified
the public have forgotten him and
scattergunning all points on the
ecompass to win them back. Smoove
slowies, piano plonkmg introspection,
danecehall, an oily jism of Dirty South
synth-herns, enough Auto Tune to
finally, surely, drive the last nails into
its garish ecoffin and plenty of straight
ahead fayre in between all amounts to
no more than the sum of its parts. With
11 different producers across 13 tracks,
if this album sounds like it could've
been made by anyone, then that’s
because the castlistis an effective
summary of which guns for-hire are

i cutting it right now. So, in the producer’s
i chair, say hello to our old friends

i Pharrel], Danja and Ty Fyffe, Stacked on
i top of their efforts, Busta opens the door
i wide to other high-net-value, cross-

i synergising brand platforms such as Lil

! Wayne, T-Pain, T1, John Legend, Akon
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and Estelle, The only reason Young
Jeezy doesn'’t appear 1s that his part was
overdubbed to make way for L1l Wayne,
which says it all. really,

We'd begrudge him such atransparent
approach if it didn’t throw up as many
hits as misses. Pharrell’s ‘Kill Dem’ and
the Weezy-featuring ‘Respect My
Conglomerate’ are deliciously crunchy
The head-nodding genus of 'm A Go
And Get My..’ features a shot homie
spluttering pathetically about Medicaid
1n one of the most comical death scenes
this side of Tarantino When the
material is weak (anything smooth,
anything Auto-Tuned), Busta can't seem
to work up the effort to attack it. When
1t's strong ~ as on the ‘Sweet Dreams™
sampling Flo Rida riposte ‘World Go
Kound’ ~ he rises to the occasion and
znocks it out the park.

Taken on its own merits, there are
more than enough moments on “Back
Oin My BS' to stop the world from
fergetting his name, The pity 1s that
given he's one of rap s most distinetive
volces, right now Busta seems to have
no 1dea who he is Gavin Haynes

DOWNLOAD: 1) “World Go
Round’2) T'm A Go Get My
3) ‘Respect My Conglomerate'

DID YOU KNOW...

The album was originally due in late

2007, Some tracks released as singles
sach as "We Made It' featuring Linkin
Park, never made the fimal cut
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“It"s OK Mr
Hudson, 'm
coming soon'”

Di2zee bigs up
our headime
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PAR ONDO

Wild West End

O

Kanye makes a failed bid for the vacant King Of Pop title
but the UK’s MCs reign supreme as parklife turns bonkers

ust days after Blur’s

trumphant Hyde Park

comeback shows and you

might have expected an air of

hungover contemplation to
settle over central London’s greenest
acreage. Far fromit. The Essex lads who
chanted ‘Parklife’ all the way back along
the Central Line last might have merely
been replaced by their younger brothers
yelling ‘Bonkers’, ripped to the tits on
pear aider, poppers and sunstroke,

At least 1t means that everything on
Wireless’ rather eccentric, cobbled-
together bull gets a raucous reception,
even the mumsy Furopop of Saint
Etienne or a brief flurry of vogueing
from Britain’s Got Talent dance dive
Diversity. Only the fey, folky sounds
drifting over from the Bella Union
bandstand suceeed in thoroughly
perplexing the gangs of shirtless
geezers maranding mernly through
the festival site.

The parkies are still ishing Blur-
branded bumf out of the Serpentine
when The Phenomenal Handeclap Band
bound onstage at 2pm. An eight-strong
troupe of hippy-dippy New Yorkers

fronted by two

near-1dentical
raven-haired
beauties and a
bloke who locks
like Justin Lee
Collins, they play
cosmuc ‘70s funk-
rock with the

of The Polyphonic
Spree, It’s not quite
phenomenal, but it’s

Jack Pefiate’s new
tropical direction,
meanwhile, is tailor-
made for the mid-
afternoon sun and,
fleshed out by brass
and backing singers,
he's sounding better
than ever. If only he
wasn't so dislikeable.
His between-song
banter s hopelessly

smiley, cult-like zeal

certainly a lot of fun.

msincere and he keeps moaning about
the heat, desprte refusing to remove
the jacket that makes him lock like
aUkrainian mobster on safari
Inevitably, the day's best outfits belong
to the ladies of Basement Jaxx: one
rmunute they're new-rave lollipop ladies,
the next they’re clad in mirrorball
hoodies, then they’re back onstage
dressed as The Supremes. The hits come
thicker and faster than the costume
changes: ‘Oh My Gosh’, ‘Red Alert’, with
newie ‘Raindrops’ slotting nght in, It’s
an exhulerating spectacle, But the
nagging feeling of something missing 1s

“Yeah, ) heard backstage Kanye telling some

girls that it really Is thifiiifiis big!”

underhned when they drop in a snatch
of ‘Sex On Fire’ and it elicits the biggest
singalong of the festival.

Sunday 1s inescapably Kanye West
day. He's inveigled his two latest
protégés onto the bill - Kid Cudi is
bouney and charming but unlikely to
ever have another hit; Mr Hudson1s
slick and annoying but will have plenty
- and backstage gossip concerns the
silly money Kanye 1s apparently getting
for turning up. At least he's ploughed
some of the cash back nto construeting
an incredible sci-fi stage set that makes
it look like he’s singing from imside
a giant game of Zsteroids,

From the moment he kicks off with
‘Coldest Winter’ it’s clear that Kanye
isn't playing the obvious summer
festival game. His set draws heavily on
the introspective Auto-Tuned balladry
of ‘808s & Heartbreak’, with even ‘Touch
The Sky’ and ‘Through The Wire’
painted in yearning, melancholy hues.
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It’s a bold, impressive move, and we're
with him, nght up until the lumpen “It’s
Amazing’, when four topless, gold-
painted models stroll on and drape
themselves at his feet Like he’s some
land of minor deity.

“Sometimes people don’t understand
what 1do,” moans Kanye, before
embarking on an interminable version
of ‘Say You Will’ As the irascible crowd
resume lobbing plastic bottles at each
other, Kanye only becomes more and
more distant up on his crystal podum,
Then 1t huts you: the rolled-up jacket
sleeves, the shades, the gloves, the
Christ-like poses, the swooning
acolytes at his feet, the way he
never once looks down at the crowd
but always up to the sky asif he's
getting his affirmation from a higher
, bower - Kanye actually thinks he's
ol Michael Jackson. He’s spotted the
vacancy for a King Of Pop and
this bombastic, self-indulgent
performanee is his application form.
" Expect to see a 50-foot high statue
of Kanye West floating down the
Thames any day now.

Ultimately, the weekend belongs to
two British MCs without such lofty
views of themselves. Dizzee Rascal
reprises his Glastonbury turn with even
more infectious gonzo energy and
‘Bonkers’ goes off like a firecracker,
sending everyone in a mile radius
completely doolally It's in danger of all
going a bit Club 18-30, however: Dizzee’s
corny new single ‘Holiday”’ 1s perilously
close to being this generation’s ‘Agadoo’

It’s left to The Streets to myect some
love nto the occasion, Discarding his
bomber jacket and T-shirt as the Stage 2
tent reaches a temperature that could
support nuclear fusion, Mike Skinner
orchestrates his congregation of sweaty,
strung-out ravers to skank, mosh, ‘go
low’, laugh, ery and sing their hearts out,
It’s the only set of the festival to
generate the same kind of heart-busting
bonhomie as Blur managed the night
before. Maybe we don't need a new King
Of Pop: we just need a slightly out-of-
shape chap in cut-off denim shorts
telling us everything’s going to be
alright. Sam Richards
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RICHARD KELLY

INVASION

THE MACBETH, LONDON
FRIDAY, JULY 3

Knocking metal out of its niche and out of the park

he last time NME was 1n this
poseur’s paradise in east London it
was as a DJ. The set included a
track by Italian doom metallers
UFOmammut which was so heavy it
made one unfortunate punter void his
bowels on the dancefloor, causing the venue
to be, er, evacuated. Luskiss, the closest we
get to this tonight 15 by h sving to declare
t at Invasion are the shit. Their sethasto be
cut short because Londor: based Japanese
psychrock-opaths Bo Ningen play well over
their allotted time (but are brilliant
nonetheless). This works in Invasion’s
favour as not only are the andience of
hipsters rattled by the sight of crazy long-
hairs in garish dresses playing guitar solos
with their teeth, but the main act have to
becorme as focused as a James Bond baddie’s

46 XD 18.uiy 2009

laser beam to impart their musical message.
This message may be one of refinement and
recontextuelisation rather than radical and
bold strides into uncharted territory but that
doesn’t matter because, to put it simply, they
are heavier than Mechagodzilla’s bollocks and
rock like a Weeble on erystal meth. They open
with new song ‘Behind The Black Gate', the
B-side to next single ‘Spells Of Deception’, and
this sets out their stall like a man with a sack
full of monkey’s paws in a dusty bazaar. Six-
(well, three-) stringed assassin Marek plays in
front of a miniature 'Henge constructed
entirely from vintage Orange speakers,
unleashing slugs of sludge-blasted doom and
Mesolithic Blue Cheer riffola. He is bedecked
in avintage Led Zeppel' n T-shirt, which is apt
becaunse the oetopus aping ghost of John
Bonham seems to be oceupying the corporeal

form of flame-haired drummer Zel tomght.
The focal point of the stage st all times,
though, 1s Chan Brown who, resplendent

n astriped kaftan/wizard’s robes, 1s a
shamanistic singer who finds new groundto
callher own somewhere between the blues
explosion of Beth Ditto’s holler, the gritty
soul tones of The BellRays’ Lisa Kekaula and
the psychedelic gospel wail of Chrome Hoof's
Lola Olafisoye. A guitar malfunction causes
Marek to explode and fling his axe wildly at
an innocent piano before plugging 1n a see-
through perspex model and continuing. And,
after ‘Rainbows’, as Zel reduces her kit to
matchsticks, you rea ‘se this is a happy
metaphor for this eolourful band whe throw
showmanship, electricity and glamour in the
face of dour authenticity and smash restraint
to pieces, Awesome, No shit, John Doran
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GINGLIK, LONDOM
THURSDAY, JULY 2

“Anyone got
any paper?!”

Flushed with hype, the San Diegans now land in
a converted toilet, but come up smelling of roses

man stands outside an old publie

toilet 1n west London. Looking

shufty, he paces the pavement with

his hands clasped tight in hus

pockets, trying not to attract
attention. It’s 85 minutes until The Soft Pack
are due onstage and frontman Matt Lamlan
appears to be nervous. This 1sn’t unexpected.
Now that the hype about the San Diegan
quartet has died down, the real pressure is on,
with cynies eager to find out if they’re actually
any cop, and Lamkin knows 1t.

The buzz of tomght’s secret gig has spread
enough to ensure that Shepherd’s Bugh venue
Ginglik (aka the disused underground public
bogs on the Green) 15 the most scrutinised
convenience since George Michael went for a
piss in Hampstead Heath - and an air of
expectance abounds.

Onstage, the band look way more convincing
than when we first saw them, supporting Black
Lips backin February. Lamkin is the
embodiment of this newfound bravado. He
doesn’t stalk or swagger or jump around, he

prowls. It works best when his guitarisin its
rack and he’s free to hold the mic, weirdly
recalling a more of-this-planet Shaun Ryder.

Of the tunes, ‘Extinction’ still greets you like
along-lost fnend (it's the lazer, better-lookimg
cousin of ‘Last Nite”), while the final
instrumental minute of ‘Rite And Wrong’
just s rock’n’roll - four men gleaning
unadulterated aural brilliance from a few bits
of stringed wood. Nevne ‘More Or Less’ also
stands out; its CBGE niff all spunked up and
nostalgic enough to spike surely the lamest of
Topshop knobbers into action,

But... as yet, the revolution holds no rea}
revelations, The Soft Pack’s refusal to bend
over and let uncle sell-out do his business has
left them somewhat 1solated, walking the
tightrope between seeming impishly negligent
and being plain old scenester wank material.
They are undoubtedly on the nght track
though, so with a little luck the fruits of their
gestation will benefit from their coyness. After
all, too much hype early on only sends bands
down the shitter. Matt Wilkinson
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THE LEXINGTOX
LONDON, 06/07/09
Recession. Swine
flu. A new Kasahian
album. Let's face it.
life can be pretty
shit. More 50 now
Birmingham's
power-punk
treasures Untitled
Musical Project
have decided to
shut up shop. But,
as a final farewell,
the trio unleash
thelr cataclysmic
fury in the only way
they know how - by
playing songs called

McCartney Dead
Already?’, joviall

putch people for
belng overly

enthuslastic and
forcing the front

loss Is enough to
give you the UMP,

At the ICA for their
first UK gig, the
onus Is on Here We
Go Magic to prove
whether they’re
mere Siooth
hollocked Harry
Potters from the
hipster Hogwarts
that is Brooklyn, or
sorcerers made of
stemer stuff. At
times, they borrow
from dusty tomes
of lore left by avant
garde, lo-fl sonic
explorers to create
an atmosphere
dense and detalled,
like a forest viewed
from a distance, Yet

often overly polite,
and if they're going

SAINTS AND
WINNERS

P

fthere's one thing more sickening than the
recent deluge of jaws agog at the notion
that two X chromosomes do notan
insuperable musical deflclency make, its
the fact that some of the most Inngvative and
crucial female musicians remain underrated in
favour of certaln mould-fresh synth-poppers,
Step forward Annie Clark, the chaotically-
coiffed Oklahoman who goes by the name of St
Yincent and sounds nothing like The Human
League, Kate Bush or Bjirk - suck on that,
pigeonholers! Yet, despite the near universal
acclaim showered on her equal parts 19305
Disney-soundtrack and King Crimson-inspired
second album, ‘Actor’, it's comparatively quiet
ahboard Bristol’s Thekla this evening, and
there’s the sweet scent of schadenfreude in the
air at the expense of those who are missing out.

From the thrusting jazz-lounge bop of ‘Marry
Me’in all its live syncopated wonder, it’s pretty
clear that Clark’s interest in glitter and
theatrics lies solely within the music; the
perfectionist intuition between her and her
band of beardy merry men is such that the
flicker of an eyebrow or drawing of breath acts
as a sort of Morse code for speed and sparkle,
but it never feels dinical or rehearsed. On
“The Strangers’ she coos her own spacey
backing vocals on dual microphones,
harmonising eerily with the woodwind, and
‘Save Me From What | want’ corrupts its
recorded beauty with a jarring time difference
between gultar and vocals.

Incongruity is perhaps one of Annie’s preatest
strengths - walfish and polsed, during the
demonic shredding on ‘Now Now’ and single
‘Actor Out Of Work’ she convulses as If trapped
ina lightning bolt, and beats her guitar during
the thumbnail-screw riff of ‘Marrow’ to make it
scream louder. The encore’s a perfect
juxtaposition of celestial beauty and gnarliness
with ‘The Party’ and the rapturously-received
“Your Lips Are Red’, but she’s humble to the
last. Never mind the showgirls - it's always the
quiet ones, Lawra Snapes
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JANELLE MONAE

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC, NEW YORK
MONDAY, JULY 6

Remember the name: this pocket
dynamo is heading for superstardom

he last time Janelle Monde was in

Brooklyn was when she opened up

for Of Montreal a couple of months

back. On that oceasion, she

enthralled the po-faced, indie-
schmindy wimps in attendance - most of
whom lulad like the biggest buzz they
usually get was masturbating to Pitchfork’s
9.0+ album ratir.gs. By contrast, tonight she’s
faced with the borough’s free Afro-Punk
festival crowd; a much grittier gathering of
streetwise skateboarders, dreadlocked Bad
Brains fans and local homeboys just out to
see what the fuss is all about. The end result,
however, 15 exactly the same: pandemonium
That’s how good the elfin, P Diddy protégée
from Middle America really is.

That crossover appeal couldn’t be more
obvious if she had a marketing report taped
to her backside, but there’s not a trace of
cynieal, record company engineering to

J Monde. Her talent is 100 per cent natural
She's got the to-die-for voice of Beyones, the
hghtning fast moves of James Brown, the
outrageous flair of Grace Jones, the gravity-
defying quiff of Little Richard and the
visionary mind of George Lucas Ii'sa
combination of styles, influences and
passions that htirtle at you like a soul train
from the 28th century, and that’s not an
arbitrary epoch we've chosen either. The year
271915 the time in which her first album,
‘Metropolis: The Chase Suite’ isbased and, in
light of the otherworldly excitement created
by ‘Violet Stars Happy Hunting!’ and ‘Many
Moons', it's a damn convincing concept.

Having left the crowd enraptured by the
sci-fi R&B of those two openers, she then does ©
an about-turn by playing ‘Smule’, an epic,
‘Purple Rain’sized ballad which stops the
party dead by the power of voice alone, For
anyone else, it'd be a showstopper, but for
Monde it’s a mere prelude to her finger-
painting exploits during ‘Mushrooms And
Roses’, before she again drops jaws with the
sub-atomie funk of ‘Tightrope’ - a tune which
makes her collaborators QutKast sound like
they've got as much groove as Chas & Dave.

It takes Just 40 minutes for Janelle Meonde to

- tick all the boxes on the ‘“Things A Great Pop
Star Should Be’ checklist and create a few
Jsanette indicates that extra attributes too. Her reward for this can’t

there's only one direction
that quiff’s gaing be far off. Hardeep Phull

PIETER M VAN HATTEM
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TOSY FRICE/ANDY WILLSHER

MANCHESTER ACADEMY 2
THURSDAY, JULY 2

California
steaming

B SILYERSUN PICKUPS

Sun people:
lead singer
Brian Aubert...

LA gang bring out their scorching melodies

wo noticeable things happen when an

LA band plays Manchester. Firstly,

their gig sells out leaving everyone in

the venue fesling hike it’s raining

sweat and, secondly, when the band
arrives onstage, they immediately gush about
playing in the city where “a lot of our favourite
bands are from”. But while anyone with
common sense will tell you that Mancunians
are some of the proudest gobshites on the
planet, we're not here to talk about us; tonight
is all about the sweet rockm'roll of LA’s
Silversun Pickups - and they've even brought
the sun with them.

Opener ‘Growmg Old Is Getting Old’, with its
slow-starting, dreamily-harmonised double
vocals, kicks in after three-and-a-half minutes
courtesy of Brian Aubert’s guitar, teasing and

building up the sort of exciting, explosive
intensity we wish all qugs began with. The
often underrated ‘Little Lover’s So Polite’is no
such thing here as, behind a shy smile, bassist
Nikki Monmnger's voice glides seamlessly
from here into the next track, the killer chorus
number ‘It’s Nice To Know You Work Alone’,
where Aubert begrudgingly confesses “my
head 1s reeling™.

One of the best things about Silversun
Pickups as a live band 15 how tight they sound
during even the most impromptu of bleeding-
bass endings, their presence 1s felt il the very
last second of the very last note on the grungy
twists of ‘Kissing Families’. Make the
comparisons to Billy Corgan’s best-known
venture if you must, but that'd be all too easy;
for one thing, unlike Smashing Pumpking, this
Iot aren’t fronted by a complete
mentalist, plus they actually seem to
like each other Finishing onthe
gorgeous ‘Lazy Eye’, a tune which
should surely be stadum singalong
matenal one of these days, SP are just
as sweaty and happy as their fans,

There must be no shortage of music at
any given time in LA all making a
potent mixture of the good, the bad
and the downright ’80s ugly. But, for
tonight at least, the City Of Angels
seems like a lifesaver for letting this
worthy bunch out of the smog and into
the Manchester sun Kelly Murray

Find more magazines at www.magazin

NME just spotted
trotting around this

way down, which
certalnly helps
tonight’s
compelling
performance along,
Think Tindersticks
with Jonny
Greenwood guitars;
all warmly-layered,
nicely textured and
tight, Truly
eccentricity gone

rabotic voice
announces his
arrival onstage, the
|atest titan of the
tumtables, Fake
Blood, twiddles
knabs and drops
beats with fluld
ease tonight. A
mere 10 minutes
Into his set and
Theo Keating has
united punks and
pill-heads under his
skewed sonlc vision
and he doesn’t let
up for an hour-and
a-half, He treats us
to snippets of the
Tetris theme, flirts

loops ‘La La Land’

and gets punters to
indulge in games of
invisible haskethall,
effortlessly proving
just why he's worth

LW/

C/WERD%:

‘S
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GENTS NO MORE

THE VICTORIAN ENGLISH
GENTLEMENS (LUB
CL\WE IFOR BACK, CARDIFF

FRIDAY, ALY 3

o those boasting correctly functioning
libidos, it seems sex and Indle rock are
uncomfortable bedfellows. Except
nobody told Cardiff art-rock anomalles
The Victorlan English Gentlemens Club, whose
second coming - no pun intended ~ has veiled
nookle on the damn brain, Not that the
uninitiated would twig via visual clues
alone, Announcing their reincarnation with
ahometown shindig that proves more succinct
than sexy, there’s precious little pillow talk,
pleasantries banished in a rush to bash out
as many gems as possible from overdue
forthcoming second set ‘Love On An Oil Rig"
Romance isn't dead, yall. It just went a little,
well, weird,

VEGC are notably altered from the trio that
dattered through a partially-fulfilling self-
titled debut three years ago, sonically and
literally. Now numbering four, new drummer
Dan Lazenhy renders them statistically ballsier
at 50 per cent gentlemen. He's a crashing
sticksman contributing necessary velocity to
dout their inner Belle & Sehastian dead. And,
aside fromincreasing twee-secretary-
standing-on-an-amplifier vibes, additional
guitarist Steph Jones aranks up clanging trehle
levels sufficiently to neuter anybody straying
too close to a stage decorated like Morrissey's
dream village fete: plentiful flowers strewn
under wavering bunting.

Nowhere is VEGC’s new danger more apparent
than hrand spanking single ‘Parrot’, two
minutes of Louise Mason's gut-awakening bass
grind peppered with “gh-way-ol” harmonies
Klaxons would auction thelr Mercury Prize for,
Frontman Adam Taylor leads the undead
shuffle, a veritable C86 Kurt Cobain, blond
fringe obscuring lips emitting streams of
(possibly) Innuendo-ridden yelps,

‘Periscope Envy’ turns a submarine into an
item of sexual comparison, Even ‘Bored In
Belglum’, a Pixles-echoing ditty cutwardly
detailing a continental migraine, can’t resist
slipping in the alanmingly sugar-sweet mantra
“banging and banging and banging™, And ‘The
Venereal Game'? We don’t even want to know
that back story. Ask not what the Victorians did
for us, but rather what these Victorians will do,
given half a chance, to you. Adam Kennedy
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READ WY MIND
TRANQUILIZE

ME PLllS ONE

SHOOT THE RUNNER
NAIVE

WONDERING

BANG BANG YOUR DEAD
STEPPENG STONE

Dulya00643
Coigplay 400262
Kaiser Chlets 400653
Snow Patrol 400655
Xanye West400659
Katy Perrs00640
Razartight 400651
Kings OF Leon400624
The Killers 430240
The Killers 430328
The Killers 430616
Kasahlan 430308
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The Kooks 415762
Dirty Pretty Things 430157
Olrty Pretty Things 415800
Dulfy 400620
Coldplay 415189
Coldplay 415529
Coldplay 415817
Ryan Adams 412445
Snow Patrol 430325
Snow Patro| 430417

LORD DOMT SLOW ME DOWN

PUSSYOLE

FLEX

15 IT ANY WONDER
A BAD DREAM
CLOTHES OFF
COOKIE AR

Bloc Party 430641
Dizzee Rascal 30513
Dizzee Rascal 43908

EVERYTHING I5 AVERAGE NOWADAYS Kaiser Chlefs 435428

RBY

SIGNAL ARE
OPEN YOUR EYES
IN THE MORNING
AMERICA

REFORE { FALL TO PECES

SEX OH FIRE
MUTE
THE HARDEST PART
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Snow Patvol 430325

Razoright 430038
Razoriight 430149
Razoriight 430264
Kings OF Laon400624
Goldfrapp 415819
Caldplay 415517

1LLEGAL ATTACKS  lan Brown/Sinead 0'Connor 430575

TS ANT

BLACKENED BLUE EYES
YOUR'E ALL | HAVE
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Wu Are Scantists 215611
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The Zutons 15866

The Subways 415321

BANG SANG YOUR'E DEAlF  Dirty Pretty Things 415800

KEART IN A CAGE
CRAZY

NAIVE
DANI CALIFORNIA

Yeah Yeah Yeahs 415745
The Streets 415708

Red Hat Chilli Peppers 415812

HOW TO ORDER...

POLY: TEXT NN
your order code to
.2 NMEPDLY 415767 (SEND TO 86613)
TRUE: TEXT N

your order code to
.8 NMETRUE 615802 (SEND TO 86611}
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* DANCE DANCE

Coldplay 602466
Kalser Chiefs 602757
Snow Patrol 602745
Kanye West 602739
Katy Pery 502738
Razoriight 602736
Kings 01 Leon 602740
Kings OF Leon 601480
The Killers 630081
The Killers S0LE7Q
The Killers 601985
Kasabian 630041
Kasabian &1115
Th Kools 630010
Dufty 60252
Cotdplay 61574
Coidplay 616211
Coidptay 60LLE3
Snaw Patrol 645023
5now Pairg: 601310

WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG
TRANQUILIZE

DONT SHOOT ME SANTA
EMPIRE

ME PLUS ONE

SHE MOVES [N HER OWN WAY

Amy Winehouse 630112
Amy Winehouse 601249
Last Shadow Puppels 602577
Blog Party 601911
Dlzree Rascal 601414
Dizzea Rescal/Calvin Harris 02565
Keuna 616249
Keane &§30128
The Saript 602710
Kaiser Chiefs 601665
Kalser Chiefs 501841
Snow Patyol 601310
Snow Patrol 501189
1 KISSED A GIRL Katy Perry $02673
AMERICA Razorlight §30095
CANY STDP THIS FEELING I'VE GOT  Razorlight 01295
LOST AND FOUND Feeder 616272
WHY DONT YOU GIVE ME YOUR LOVE The 2utons 816212
WHEN YOU WASN'T FAMOUS The Streets 616198
HEART IN A CAGE The Styoles 616194
Gnarts Baridey 515195
Jack Johnson 616152
Fall Our Boy 616217
1973 James 8lunt 601550
NATURE'S LAW

DANCE WiV ME

IS IT ANY WONDER
ROTHING N MY WAY

THE AN WHO CAN'T 8E MOVED
ANGRY MOB

LOVES NOT A COMPETITION...
SIGNAL FIRE

DPEN YOUR EYES

(RAZY
BETTER TOGETHER

Kubb 616123

The Magic Numbers 615773
Kanye West/Jamle Foxx 415802
KT Yunstal &01891

Caldplay 616066

SMS cost £1.50 per message.

You will rereive two messages plus
standard network charges, Please

aliow up to 24 haurs for delivery in

extreme cases due 10 network traffic.

Please ask for bl payers permission

and ensure your phone & compatible

before ardering. Please visit
www.checkyourphone.co.uk.
+OF CustINNer servitg piease call
0870 880 4869,
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» Do you fancy getting your band noticed by
loads of other NME readers?

» For as little as £70, you can get your band in
Britain's biggest music paper, and
promote your singles, albums and gigs right
underneath the noses of everyone whose

opinion on music matters.

To find out more call Mia Sanger
T: 0203 148 2634 or email
Mia_sanger@ipcmedia.com
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ALL SHOWS OFEN TO YHE PUBLIC

www.53degrees.net
www.lancash retickets.com

’ WSy ANNOUNa)-"

JAMIE T

Set 10vh Oct - 18+

PRESTON R L - B T %D ETATED l u“L
E BOOTS
THE STRANGLERS  N-DUBZ Man 26th Oct - 16+
& 0T 9 SLEE B um e
Thu 13 Aug Fri 1“6 Oct AII_IA_R\IOS
|N|ME t oar - —pe [
i CALVIN HARRIS  THE COMPLETE
TINCHY STRYDER [ 20 por STONE ROSES
3\ E’H;Fglcl;lNK Sat 21 wov
- c\ow‘ SCAL
NERINA PALLOT B DPRAGONFORCE
&
ZERO, 7 FRIENDLY FIRES 5ot 20 b
11 Ot Thu 12 Nov

www.lancashiretickels.com / www.ticketline.co.uk / 0161 832 1111 / www.sestickets.com

24 Hour Card Hotling 0871 220 0260 f Actlon Records, Church Stree
UCLAN Receplion fylde Road, Preston, #1772 83.

e

EVEBY FRIIIAY

'5 Preston, §1772 258809

VV BROWN
MY TIGER MY TIMING

T
24 B4

S84 8.00PH
BaT
WITH STUDENT CARD

9.30PM - 4ANR FIRST 100 FREE
E5 B4 11PM/£7 AFTER

LISYEN T9 THS K06 FOMCAST AVATLANLE O iTunes
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Pet Sh RAC
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regina spektor DOVESN EDITORS

£-r—PLUS VEHY EPECIAL ORUEST APPEAHING SUNDRY AT NOON: — =3

THOM YORKE

Pretenders= White Lies « Phoenlx = Ladyhawke = Patrick Wolf = The Gaslight finthem « of Montreal « The Alirborne Toxle Event
The Rumble Strips « The Broken Family Band « Broken Resords « Lisa Hannigan « imazing Baby « Datarock » Wild Beasts « FRashguns « The Ghakras » Sound OF Guns

S Spiritualized* BALLAN
Squeeze new!ton foulkner MAGAZINE

Mew = Gamera Obseura » Saint Etienne « Lipkke LI » Scott Matthews » Trioky « Fever Ray « Emmy; The Great « The Vaselnes
The Duckworth Lewis Method « Mika asoustic) « Manchgstar Greliessra - The Temper Trap « Paloma Falth  Gurrum - MIlke Snow « St Vineant « flela Dlane
Ghalrilie - Marnie Stern « Red Light Gompany » ILIKETRAINS » Ttie Mummers « Whita Belt Yellow Tap « Teltur » Wiidbirds find Peacedrums « tifaltalln
FUNRISE ARENA
Listie Boots « Passion it = 1!t « Kap BambIng » Maps « 65daysoistatic - Losal Natives « Thomas Dybdahl ~ MIrrors » Mu Toys Like Me « Lyredirds « The (nvisibig
Blug Roses « DM Stith » Gathering AD » The Phenomenal tandciap Band « Ghariotte Hathertel « The Boy who Trapped The Sun « Sky Larkin « Goldnears fssembly
Skint & Demorallsed « Yiagers « $ 990 » Animat Kingdom « fisaf fividan Ard The Molos - Black Joe Lewls « Band O1 Skulls « Fight L1k Rpes
Kurrap find The Woifnotes « Yes Glantess « Sugar Grists « Jllette Gommagers « Dear Reader » Jonathan Jeremiah « filan Pownall » First fid KI5

THE LAKE SIXGE CURKIED BY HUW STEPHENS (RADIQ 1)
Golden Sllvers « Bombal Blousle Glub « Siow (31h « We Have Rand « F(ttle fiamets « Lacinklds . Pact ias Vaane  Tha ¥V Lisalas fad The Mtonnds 7o 0 = 0 o

—€ SOLD OUT >

We would like to wish all ticket-olders a areat wegkend!
COMEDY RRENR =~ -
JoBrand « Ed Byrme » Mark Thomas ~ Sean Lock ~ fidam Hills  Sean Hughes - Dave Gorman « Mareus Brigstocke - Brendon Burms

Stepien K fimos « Lee Mack  Jangane Garofalo « findeew Lawrense « Rufus Hound « Jon Righardson « Pll Nichol - Shappl Khorsand! « Tim Ving
" e VinGeAt  Russe) Kane« Ghas Baker - Jssiea Dl « il Jupp  Dat ALaS0n » Gart DOncelly - ol Waih « 10 LUons » RoR Deer « Dave Flin - Matt Krsicn » Seam Walsh « Siephen Grait « Rob Rouse

QUTDOOR THEATRE FILM & MUBIC ARENR !
‘ Shorpre  SNowo & The Vosal Orotieste - Faulty Ol Mard Lamare presarts 600's Jikebor with T-99, Ghas & Dave, The fsterolds Gaiaty Tovr, The Firtatloas & Prince Famty l
00k Lefs Look Rt - Ghipping Rorton Theatet - MoURt-To-Houh LateN I Tales preserns: THELD Brakes [fve asoustic. Girts Geddes/Beli ant Sedastian DJ Set, B-Musle DJs + Histals
B2 Moor « The Scarciomgers - The Diakogus Profess - Time Gats Jetreuy Lews  Ganlle O'Salllvan - Jeremy Deller » BAFTA - Jereay Warmaley - Molg Numan & Harrg Essostvna The Samphire Band - JoaRonsm i
‘ POETRY ARENA 0ah & Tbe Wit wesens T Firs1 Dajis 0 S - Faars Glaeimaprasers BRask (3L WhTLS Gat wiza Taral de tiatdoms L oadon Stors Fim Festiva "
B Andrew Motion » Brian Patten - Jackle Kay « SIman Arm!tage
AL T ot s ot ol Rool D6’ BOok 1 s s o, e G R TSSO L
. . . Th . . J
R e e e Vi WesWO04: Akl oISk - S Peer Bk - ok Glapnan - ra Sk ;
» “Guilty Pleasures- SHzpaRam Tibor Fisgler « Blake Morrison « Jooathan 66 « Jeremy Hardy « Mark Stegl - Mark BRIMghan « Geott Dyer » WITam Fleanes
. Feel Ga00Tey - Beet Warebouse « Gob 08 Fromage Kerd flle « Gllve Stattord-Staith » Tobias Hil « Nlek Gobe « Richard Milwarg » Damy Waliaee « Stuart Masonle - Luke Halaes "l

Dirt Disco - Jstlo Spear - Goldlerosks ()

RSC - NationalTheatre - bushtheatre - PaiN@SPLOUGH » ENGLISH TOURING THEATRE » W)€ wamsravrs -+ DADOKOY W
Unlvlted Gaests & Faet- Theatre 593 « Picks o) the Plezsanes « Third Eye Theatre » Kea Gampoels's Sehool o) Right « Mercury Taeatre - Drywrits - OSE Theatre - The Redet Gal - Tristan Bates Theatre

4 THE WATERFRONT STRGE CRBARET ARENA
' Sadlers Wells ROYAL OPERA HOUSE  Fion virs - 162 Barr - Miss Bebaie - Jog oo - Thaber « Davld Wil %
W : preset:Holesh Shestter - Swan Lake: Exeerys  pesces:Daiston Somgs - Balks Black - Faeries Lugle - Debora Fraces Wiltc  Londos Swlag Dane Sosety

Brirten SInfoma « The IPrepressibies Stdckeg & Murray - Zindan - Gardial Bars - Wison & Oflver
Housg of Biaeayes presents. Rok ‘0" Roll Faerie Fashion Extravaganza The Whopes GILD presarts: k3 Dl Eas, Beas Belkis & Fabeg Chiaace

e — 2
= PLUS MANY MORE ACROSS ALL ARENAS - SEE WEBS[TEFORFULLLINEUP

e
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LUIDELINES AND DISCL

31482989

N the NME trade.

NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOURBAND MENTIONED INNME? CALL 0203148 2989

NEW BAND TIPS...

GET YOURSELF
SOME STYLE

NME says: Don’t just work on
your music - getting your band
to look good is important too

Tn t's always been the case that the
very best rock stars look good as
well as sound great. Your hand
might just be starting out, but it's
never t00 early to spruce up your
look with a bit of thought and some
charity shop-trawling. Aidene
Johnson, who styles Florence

and The Machine, gives her advice on looking -
as well as sounding - the part.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR A NEW

BAND TO LOOK GOOD?

“The Industry these days is ali about the whole
package. As well as sounding good, which is
obviously first and foremost, you want to put across
the best essence of yourself - and looking great goes
a long way to doirg that. It"ll also give you the
confidence to put in a better performance,”

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAIN

DOS AND DON'TS?

“Stay true to yourself and your own personal style,
Trying to be something that you're not is the worst
thing you can do. Understanding what you ook good
In is the first step, and then try to incorporate things
Into your personal style that you feel comfortable
In. Don't just be dictated to by the high street!”

WHAT CAN YOU DO ON A BUDGET?

“If you want to be

styled, iook for local F
fashion colleges or
design schools In your
area and team up with
a budding designer or
stylist, Have an
appreciation for
fashion by lookingin
magazines, and go to
charity shops -
they're a hig winner

in terms of finding
cheap coal pieces,”

*
You mav have to buy your
own flag and flowers
T

WHAT NOW?

Contact a local fashion or sixth-form college to
try and find a creative who you could consult on
your band's style. Think about what ook would
fit best with your music, and start the bargaln
hunt for suitable clothes and accessories.

WORDS: ROE WENS PHOTO: TOM OXLEY

NME SAYS: Strutting rock'n'roll hrawn

> o
www.myspace.com/catwalktrash
NME SAYS: Sassy, Scout Nibett-ish one-woman guitar menace from Cape Town

PRINCIP

NEW EP - "PRESSURE &SING“ OUT NOW!

"Sexy Rock'n’Roll groove
# 215t Century®
(Popboks Mag}

'Theirmodem l

rodcnrmlam:l carr!»y

ompelsrherm»dwmovc

aor‘-g pAsslc Hrwhh hgir
b mudi g

“Infechous, msumtiy hkaam

"l
Lo

(U‘ve Usﬂngs Magazine)

WWW, myspace com/prmt:lpband
Facebook Fan Page: Search "PRINCIP®

NRME SAYS: Clattering grunge racket from the black country

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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- MARKETPLACE

Slmply Superb
'I'-Shwts & More!}

SPEEDING CAMERA
Penalty Points

REMOVE&

LEGALLY

To receive your points removal pack

Just send a cheque for £29.99
made payable to

Motoring Logistical Systems

e o [

Walverbampton
WV1 3AP “ * Secure On-line Ordering
* + Full Money Back Guarantee )
* Over 500 exclusive tshi
Tel: 01902 212512 aef.g..,ai’é 170 hoodies
WWW.POINTFREE.CO.UK

The pre-filled out pack, gives all necessary
documentation for camera speed-point removal
Call us for more information
FULL REFUND AVAILABLE

PShil mﬂﬂ@..............
BADGES, aTICKERS, BOTTLE OPENERS, MAGNETS,
POCKET MIRRORS, FLYERS, POSTERS,
@ BUSINESS CARDS, PYC BANNERS, ‘ |
CUSTON PLECTRUNS/DRUMSTICKS... W i

@"[};\j ® e s 008w 0 0 e

"THE UK'S BEST VALUE SOURCE OF HEHEHHHD!&[ =

AWESOME BADGES TELEPHONE - 0113 243 5667 H

www.awesomebodges.co.uk | B8 BARKSTON HOUSE - CADYDON STREET
info@awesomebadges.co.uk | LEEIS - L511 9AT - UNITED KINGDOM
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RIOLARD JORNEON

1 WANT TO SOUND LIKE... BAND SERVICES

GALLOWS

Jim O’Driscoll, 17, Belfast: Looking for new, exciting music?

“What guitars and recording gear Check out. ..

do | need to sound like Gallows JOES WEEKLY PLUG
Become a fan on Facebook,

! H o e 1
on Grev Bntaln > by searching the above or chcking onto

THE SCUND a band playlng. i you want totry www.tinyurl.com/joesweeklyplug
Pulverising riffage delivered with this out you can pick up a Yascam
smarter-than-you-think techniques Portastudio on eBay for £30. 3 new bands each week,
are the order of the day from the plus regular videos and other
Kertfordshire hardcore rockers. THE TECHNIQUE updates!

Guitarists Steph Carter and Laurent The basis of Gailows’ guitar sound

B L RECORD & €D FAIRS #vasg

Minor Threat and the classic raw vibe power to the proceedings. Start

of rock veterans Biack Sabbath. slowly, and only increase the speed BUY -RELL 4 MOk & VIDED EXCHANGE

when you can do it right at your CDs « RECORDS » DVDs * VIDEOS « MEMORABILIA [ i
THE GEAR current speed. And relax; tensing 36 - 42 Nottng Hill Gate, London W11 L.ead Singer
Although Fender Telecasters are ur whole arm will cause crampi 75 & 95 Berwick St, Soho, W1 iy
alwayls?vlelcume around the Gallows ° g 23 Greenwich Church St, SE10 Auditions for
gultarists, the mainstays of thesound  BEST TRICK 208 Camden High St, NW1 Pop Rock
are Gibson Les Pauls. If you've got Fast-picking melodles are a lot easier 8 Smalthrook Queensway, Birmingham BS Band
aMarshall, Mesa Boogie or Orangs ~ - when you play closer to the neck www.mveshops.co.uk
amy head you'll be ina position to of the guitar rather than the bridge, NE7 i) A NSRS 0 ogubed Pop Rock Band «sith major
8Etna Gallmv:; sound. A Durham i3 theguh'inﬁ have a lot moregh!g P GRS CATEN2 v O 780 B _Snin label involvernent.
Electronics Sex Drive will also ~*  inthem. KHOWLISS A A WANTED Q10 F2T1 08P Sunday 19th July in

Central London
Email SBO Management
for full detalls'
akirkhouse @ googlemail com|

comte in handy to boost the signal
to mosh-friendly levels.

IN THE STUDIO

Ina bid to transfer the energy
and vitality of the musle intact,
Gallows recorded ‘Grey Britain’
on to tape. What this lacks In
terms of pristine audio quality
is made up by a dynamlc that

BonaFideStudio

onaFideStudio CHAT
OO ECE Spen 4T SONGWRITERS
deincs + smgles + ALUITE = JCE WIS -

S0und enyrdRmg WAuak 1 Ira rpoicing ettdErteirtbrrt ety
reCCrdng + MEstErng + muing -

NI - fol reckchan - s FREE SONGWRITERS *
Frdes - gbamsak NEWSMAG

*
Recording fram £12,50 ph In<d angineer - [ o Indormgaan expiarin 1 3o, w1,

makes It a lot warmer tothe Renz’-?ulslromrs i Inved bilane o —F : camgasing, publiehicg, r(y(;hn“ :
v beaaRdestudio ca.uk coniracty, promaticns, FREZ

listener’s ears {regardiess 02 7634 5360 or 020 7684 5251 ¥ oopyeatn, assasomant as,

of how raw the musie is). : cwdsicom:cr;mm :

Modern recording % The Guild of intemationsl ¥

+  Songwniars & Compossrs  #

technlques are  Sovarcign Houss, $2 Trewarthe 3

based + Road, Praa Bantie, Panzance, %

UL * Commall TR2A 88T. *

recording each Vocal Coach A Tel: 01736 76428 I

inghvidual sound fo the famous z i = 0

PUNK 2 OPERA RERAKEASERIARARARAS

and then mixing

them all together

In the right way. If

you do this on tape

the sounds still

hleed in to each

other, which v
makes [t 20507 a
sound much

more like

Trros Probiems,
w Mg Techrigue
. Damo Fapae
1 Ty

macanesl TO advertise

020 8958 9323

MUSICIANS
AVAILABLE here’

DWMiEVE please call

BAND WHO ARE MAKING
SERIOUS PROGRESS IN THE

oo 0203 148

NEXT WEEK:
Grizzly Bear

Words by John Callaghan from...

L ELLIOTY IN
LONODN | CAN PLAY TO A
CLICK AND AM FULLY

e 2634

WWW MYSPACE COM
BENPOWELL

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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THE UK'S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD EFoifed by Ash Dosanjh

PICK OF THE WEEK...

7

‘SUPER FURRY ANIMALS

3 | OMLIL: LONDON SOMERSET HOUSE (SAT)
PIC K OF THE WEEK . something for the weekend: the Welsh quintet get set

. : for the glorious surround-sound treatment, as they
N : take part in the majestic Somerset House's annual
: series of gutdoor gigs.
WHERT LDMDOM | L IMINAIRE (MON), BRIGHTON | WWW.NME.COM/artists/super-furry-animals
§ FREEBUTT (TIN5

Psychotic, hallucinogenic noisecore; ar, the middle ground
where the fraughtniess of drone and trippiness of ambient ® RADAR STARS

music blissfully co-exist. These shows follow the Brooklyn via !
Washington State trio’s support slot with Boris last year.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/growing

? WHERE: LONDON

» RHOXTON SQUARE

: BAR & KITCHEN

: (WED)

: Saint Etienne meets

LR o © temon Jelly with not an

- ' WHERE: LATITUDE . Enya-loving humpback
8 | FESTIVAL (SAT), . whalein sight. The

. i CARDIFF BUFFALO BAR ) 8 ' gittery and shiny

. - Swedish ensemble of
BRUDFNEI_L)SOCIAL i a e 3 2 © Stefan Storm and Oskar
¢ CLUB (TUES ¢ Gullstrand hit the UK for
‘; | Following her triumphant { PICK OF CI'UB NME : a much-anticipated one-
. performance at last May’s i . off datein the capital to
' ATP, singer-songwriter : ELEGRAPHS . perform their wayward
extraordinaire Marnie Stern : ¢ powered pop. Expect
; heads hack to these shores WHERE: DONCASTER PRIORY (FRI) . nothingless than
| for the summer’s festivals Making sure they get the alternative rock message : beautiful fantasy.
‘f and her own sole tour, through te Club NME this week are Brighton . WWW.NME.COM/artistsf
/ { WWW.NME,COM/artists/ five-piece Telegraphs. Shout It loud, Doncaster. the-sound-of-airows
e Marnie-stern WWW.NVIE.COM/clubnme .

(MON), LEEDS

-

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide O
p.

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02.co.uk/priority
When Priority Tickets are gone, they’re gone. Terms apply.
Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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WEDNESDAY 11-II.|RSDAY

JULY 15

Field Day and Underage Festivai organiser
Tom Baker joins fain Baker (no relation)
to discuss this week’s singles from 4pm

Cambridge, Massachusetts outfit Passion
Pit join Samanthi from 12 noon for an
intimate chat about their year so far

, SBRE. Nine inch Nalls Are The Sound Of Arrows/Bright Light EEDFORD
There Will Be Fireworks Calé 0870701 4444 Bright Light Hoxton Square Bar Loader Esquires 01234 340120
Orummond 01224 624642 Pendulum Somerset House &utchen 020 7613 OF9 BELFASY
BELFAST 020 7344 4444 Stanley/The Hements Dublin Castle Rab MccCullough Band Empire
Ebony Bones \Vaterfrant 02074851773 02890249276
0289033 4455 Steiplight/IJK Bull & Gate Stunt Laerys 028 9087 1106
Nial Rice Erroire (28 9024 92776 02074855358 BRI WG HAN ~
BIRMINGHAM subsource/Latex Kick arts Club Prefuse 73 Hare And Hounds
carfna Round 02 Acadenty 3 Q207460 4459 0121 444 2081
08707712000 Ytha Temper frap ICA 020 7930 3647 BSHGHTON
Ne-Yo NIA 0121 780 4133 MANCMESTER 1 Heart Night The Hope 01273 723568
BRIGHTON [, All Shall Perish ¥ &+ Live Post Mertem Promises Engine Room
Glmp ‘e albert 01273730499 Oiol $34 8180 01273728999
Lisa Hannlgan Kormedia Fever Ray Acaocy 2 0161 B32 1111 Stuart Flynn Komedla 01273 647100
01273 647100 Reverend & The Makers Academy 3 Tandy Hard The Alhert 01273 730499
Sleepy Sun Freebutt 01773 603574 Q161 8321111 BRISTOL
| BRIsTOL BRIGHTON Tigarslde Right And Day Café “Yhe Game 02 Acadeny 0870 771 2000
solld Geld Start The Bus HOT & BRASS BAND + Mol 36 16 Roh Phiffips Louisiana 0117 926 5978
0117 8304370 THE WASP FACTORY ATWLASTLE CAMBRIDOE
\hu Anlmals Louisiana 0117 926 5978 Joshua Radin/Melko ozuademy You Animals Portland Arms
DERBY 01273726858 OB70 771 2000 Q127 357268
Athlete/0ficial Secrets Act/ Paul Jackson kyp Cottage campsUiy
takit Archer Rockhouse 01332 209236 0191220218 The Warrors Beer Gart Arms.
DUBUN DE RBY Your New Escape Plan Head Of Steam 0871230 1094
Emmy The Great Crawdaddy ATHLETE 0191 232 4379 CORK "
003531 478 0225 'NORMNCH Andy Dunne Clancy's
Manchester Orchestra Academy 2 Magnolla Sksters Aris Centre 0035321 427 6097
003531 B77 9999 01482 221113 01603 660352 DERBY ! ,
GLASGOW 'NOTTINGHAM 3 Wound The Roval 01332 367720 vy
An Albatross Stereo 0141 576 5018 LOS ANGELES Let's Wrestle Rock Gty 08713 LOO0OD PURLIN Easekian, 028 s
Back Alley Screens Nice'n'Sleazy New Generation Suparstars Philip Donnelly Wheban's Alntnimy, eaies
014] 3339637 THE VEILS + LUKE TOP Jnkbun7 0115931 6959 003531 1759372 4
The Derek Trucks Band ABC2 + OTHER GIRLS Sam Beer Lee Rosy's Tea Room EDINBLRGH
0141204 5151 'PORTSMOUTH Duran buran Castle 020 7771 2000 Kasabian 02 Brixton Atademy Verner Dublin Castie 020 7485 1773
Flo Rida 02 Academy QS7Q 771 2000 Metropolitan Police cmm: Ewan Butler The GRY 0131 220 2987 870 771 2000 Warrior Soul Underworld
Wylesa Ivory Elacks 0141221 767) 0013236614380 Wedsawood Rooms 023 9286 3911 Verts Tk Ark 013 2289393 Local Natives Borderline 02074821932
Laid Yo Ruin Rockers 0141 221 0726 SHEFFIELD DETER 02077345547 MANC!
tlfestream Chassic Grand Pete & The Plrates Borderline The Birthday Massagre Corporation Chase Long Beaes Caverm Club Lutu And The Lampshades Proud Kong Ruby Lounge 0161 834 1352
0141221 4583 020773 15547 0114 276 0262 01392 455370 Galle 165 07D 7482 3867 Ne-Ya Evening News Arena
The Orlginal Silenters Oran Mor Play. Dancg, Repeat Barfly Magazine Pug 0114 276 7093 BLASROW Lunatic Crash Haope & Anchar 01619505000
0141552 9224 0870 907 0%r3 Morain B ar¢wal (1114 279 Carmen | thNote Cafd 0141553 1638 0 0741112 The Warlocks Roadhouse 0161 228 1789
GUILDFORD The Pretenders 02 Sheor.erds Bush SOUTHAMPTON Gap Vear Riot Oran Mor 61415529224 Michael J Sheehy & The Hired The Yellbounds Fuel 0161 282 6040
Anna & The Odd Socks Boileroom Empire 0870 7712000 The Ghost Of A Thousand Joiners My Cousin ¢ Bl You Fare lourners; a Ray The NEWCASTAR
Gl433 440022 secvet Charisma/The Noughts 80225612 King *wl's Wah Wah Hul 014 21 5229 02078375387 The Derek Trucks Band 02 Academy
LEEDS & Crosses Band Bulfalo Bar SYALRANS Odeon Beat dub Steren 20870 7712000
Bear Diiver Cockpt 0113244 3446 020 7359 6191 The Duffiefolks I—kxnoxm 85m44 0141576 5018 NORTMAMPTON m—
Warrlor sou) Rlas 01274 735549 Shirley/Load.Click.Shoot! Good Ship ' SWANSEA Reverend & The Makers ABC Newlslands Roadmender Centre
LVERDOOL - 02073722544 The Kept Sin City 01792 654576 0870903 3444 Qs s04227
The Game 02 Acadeny Soldlers Of Jah Army Jazz Cafe YORK = NORWICH »
0870 771 2000 020 7916 6060 The Warlogks Fibbers 01904 651250 Killing With Style Square Sonic Boom Six &1 15 Cenfie
The Pogueas EC/w Arena 01279 305000 01603 660352
0844 8000 400 leens NOTTINGHAM
LonooN Penduium, Somerset Kylesa Rios 01274 735549 Forever Never B 7 0LI5 970 4662
Arrows Of Luve Proud Galleries House, London Pavilion Cotkipil 0113 244 3446 OXFORD

0207482 867

LIVERDOOL

Athiete 02 Acaderm 20870 7712000

As Silence Fails The Fly Beyond Violate 02 Acawemy 2 HlTCHIN PETERBOROUGH
087007 0 -2 08R0 771 2000 The Foxes The Solstice 01733 560231
8ajofonde | 0KQ 0207388 3222 KIlt 1t Xld Korova OIS 709 7097 KiD CHAMPION + | PORTSMOUTH
8and Of Skulls/Goldheart Squeaze/The Pretenders Echo Arena YOUNGHEARTS Jenna’s Revenge \edgewood Rooms
Assembly/King Charles 08448000+ 4 %m
Thez Lex w 010207837 5387 LONDON 3
Betamar Comudy 020 7839 7261 Yhe Abiyoo/Electric Assembly 0845 257 5757 ©n Amber $ky The Yault
The Bosshoss Garage 020 7607 1818 Go 0 Tup 030 73722544 0871 2361094
The Elghties Matchbox B-Line Amazing 8aby H 3 20 Square Bar SHEFFIELD
Disaster 100 Club 020 7036 0933 & Kit¢ w1 020 7013 0709 NEw YORK Dirty Fortune Boardwalk
Gannets/Braindead Collectlve Bat For Laghes S mersel Hause ZAMBRI + THE DIG 0114 2299090
windm 1020 8671 0700 020 2144 4444 SOUTHAMPTON
Glass)ights Queen Of Hoxtan Cassatte/Melko rdonlo Waler Rals 001212 673 3410 Arny Can Flyy Hanptons Bar
02074220958 0207837 4412 07949253508
Jacoh's Storles/Richard walters The cellar Door Sound The Fly Hey Casanova loiners 023 8022 5612
Betsey Trotwood 020 7336 7326 0870 207 0%¢9 Mz Bratt Aris Club 020 7460 4459 [SToMEOMTRENTY
The Last Detalls 93 Feet East Ravid Cella 12 8ar Club 020 7240 2622 Oh Minnows Old Blue Last Let’s Wrestle mgarrmllnm??laml
020 7247 6095 Deportive 93 Fest East 0207247 6095 Q20 7613 2478 STALRANS _——.t.
The Night Marchers Underworld Fever Ray (2 Shepherds Bush Empire  Rubber Band Troubadour Cub The sidellners Hom 01727 Q‘*N“
0207482 1932 087077 2000 020 737C 1434 SWINDON
The Ghost OF A Thousand Barfly The Rumour Birty Water Club @ Lydla Peventy The Rolleqon
Q879070959 Bostan MLs¥ Room 020 7272 8153 01793534238
Ginger Bread Men Buffalo Bar Splnnerette Electric Baffraom WAKERS &
02073530191 0 07485 106 Five Tlmes Nine 500ty Fox
Helst 100 dub 020 7636 0933 Television Personallties RivyInm 01524 374455
Inland Empire Bull 8 Gate Facton, 020 7247 9386 Ivoex
Q207485 5358 The Travelting Band Luminaire mskyuemesmysmensasmml
Karova Garage 020 7607 1818 0207372123 Bar 01904 541144
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FRIDAY

JULY 17

me—

Shady Acres/Palnted Sambas
tucorum 01226 299921

The Mandibles Moles 01225 404445
. QN N -~
Wilke Byrve Empire 028 9024 9276
-—

An Albatross Rainbow 0121772 8174
Apol lormy 02 Academy 3

0870 7712000

The Derek Trucks Band

02 Academy 2 0870 771 2000
Load.Click.Shoot! Flapper

D21 236 2421

The Faxes Live Lounge 0B71 230 15‘34
—

Frankmusik Audio 01273 624343

Glortous Cycles Engine Rgom

01273728999

The Gaudliotines/Vile imbeciles

The Albert 05273 730499

Joshua Radin Kamedia 01273 647100
- — =

— -
The Suspects Fleece 0117 945 0956

immer Kings Furﬁand Arme
01223 357268
v -

The Aperture Clw ifor Bach

02920232199

Kong Buiffalo Bar 62920 310312

Punks Mot ad Barfly 029 2066 7658

—

Fremch D025 Pier 39 01472 699703
— -

AndyDunne Clancy s

0035321 4276097

Time Is A Thief Cyprus Avenue

0035321 427 6565

g -

Fighting Evil Is Cool The Victona Inn

0533274 0091

Sketches/Luxury Stranger

Rockhouse 01332 209 236 -

-

Adan vicar 5t 00 3531 889 4900

Kylesa Crawdaddy 00 3531 478 0225

One For The Team Whelan’s

0035314759372

The Spikes Academy 2

003531877 9999

-

Joey Terrifying Baloony Bar
01382 205941

The Asps Cabaret Voltare

031 220 6176

Constant State The Ark 0331 228 9393
e ]
Almanac Classic Grand 0341 221 4583
The Calros Nice n'Skeazy

014} 3339637

Ross Clark & The scarfs Go Missing
King Tut's Wah Wah Hut 014t 221 5279
Scul Hazzards 13th Note Cafe
041553 1638

The Beat Guidhal Arts Centre.
01452 503050

F You Heard thimﬂmler;cm
01483 440022
3T ol b |

Babar Luck Snuare 01279 305000

VS S— —ed
Beggars Hollow Eibaw faoms

0163 245 7014

Diego Snall Cardgan Arms

0X§3 274 2000

Elghth Wave Rigs 01274 735549
Lisa Hannkgan Brudenel Sucial Club
03 2435866

The Wondet Years Cockpit Room 3
OL13 2441573

| —

Aswad 02 Academy 0870 771 2000
Maps Korgva 0151 706 7097

Ne-Yo Echa Arena 0844 BOOD 400
Turbowulf/Hollywoad Tease
Barfly Theatre 0155 707 6171

15 Storeys Barfly Latt (& Masque
0151707 617t

«.CLUB ¢

-
—

CHELMSFORD

ETTES +

TELEGRAPHS

01302 768204

LONDON
U\ BROVN + MY TIGER
WY TIMING

0207 388 31222

 ———

Agaskodo Teliverek Buffalo Bar
0207359 6191

Athlete Samerset House

0207344 4444

Bear Arms/The November Five
Good Sthig 020 7372 2544

Bobby Long Garage 020 7607 1818
Calahoney Troubadour Club
0207370 1434

Danmy & The Champlons 0f The
‘World windm il 020 86710700
Devil's Gun 93 Feel East

0207247 6085

Falconer Underwrld 020 7482 1932
The Game Apollo 0870 606 3400
Gene Drayton Unit 100 Club
0207636 0533

Gypsy Moth 8ar Rumba 020 7287 2715
Kasabian 02 8rixton Academy

0870 7712000

Kenells 229 Club 020 7631 8310
Miles Hunt & Erica Nockalls
Luminalre 020 7372 7123

The Mothers Of Bemphls 12 Bar Club
02072402622

Nine Black Alps Walershed
0207792 8104

The Pogues/Madness Victoria Park
0115912 9000

The Pyrofessionals The Fy

0870 907 (1955

Redlight Robots Hope & Anchor
0207334 1312

Robben Ford }azz Cafe 020 7916 6060

DO YU AN

Sludgefeast/Aaron John/Aen And
Gods BuH & Gate 020 7485 5358
Social Audio Monta \Water Rats

020 7837 4412

The Stella Frays/Cav Ok Dubiin
Castle 020 7485 {773
Telepathe/Tommy Sparks Scala
020 78332022

De La Soul Ritz 0161 236 4355
Former Bullles Fuel 016f 282 6040

SATURDAY

JULY 18

Hip Parade The Tunnels 01224 211121

Port Erln Moles 01225 404445

Thomas Tantrum Oh Yeah Music
Centre 028 90 310 345

Gliman Street 02 Acadeny 3
G870 771 2000

Jon Allen Glee Club 0870 241 5093
——

Karrma Night And Day Cafe -
0161236 1822 Nitin Sawhney Concorde 2 g
The Mysterons/Polls Massa mmamnw Bombay Bicycle Club,
Roadhouse 0161 228 1789 Paige Freetutt 01273 603974 Latltude Festival,
The Virgin Marys/The Circus b S Southwold
Electric Moha Live 0161 834 8180 Casino Drive Figece 0117 945 0956
| -—— Evita 02 Academy D870 771 2000
Phoenix Blues Band The Rotsin Hood Flrst Degree Bums Crofl The Blessings Cargo 0207 7497840
0191 257 0265 0117987 4144 Cassette LinderbeRy 0207 613 3105
Spinnerette 02 Academy 2 Go Dutch/The Goodness Loussiana The Crimson Dixles/The Splrals
0870771 2000 0117 926 5978 Dublin Castle 020 7485 1773
RORTHAMPTON Katle Steimanis Start The Bus Daddy Those Men Scare Me Hope &
Ctrl &M [wlete Roadmender Centre 0117 930 4370 Anchor 020 7354 1312
Oladss ar12 | — Elghts N Aces/Lady Grey & The Earls
NOAMIKH The Mounthoolles Porttand Arms Bull & Gate 020 7485 5358
WUT/A Baeea UEA 01603 505408 01223 357268 Gwelda Monto Water Rats
CNOTTEG AN N 0207837 4412
Spirtasd bed Rescue Ropms Geek Girl The Globe 07738 983947 Hat Club Of Cowtown Luminaire
011F 3531 Right wand Left Hand Chwb Hor Bach 02073727123
o — — 029 2023 2199 The Huxleys Troubadour Club
Wey vampires Mucky Muikgans — - 02073701434
01738 632 650 The Grdga Cypris Avenwe Instruments Arls dut 020 7460 4459
L . 00 35321 427 6165 International HI-Fl Garage
Deaf Havana Met Lounge = e - 0207607 1813
01733566100 The Souvenirs/Young Guns/ Kill All Turtles 53 Feet East
_ Themakingof/Dog Is Dead 0207247 6095
Toxke Twins Hog And Hosper Rarkhause 61332 200 234 Kylesa 02 Acadermy 2 ishnglon
07813153 647 - = 0870 771 2000
| -—— Adrian Crowley Whelan's TheNeville Staple Band Camden
Tirey Spark Cellars 0871 230 1094 00 3531 4759372 Centire 020 7974 5633
| — [ Lovebax Weekenders NERD/Gang
Mindshock The Mad Femret Simple Minds Castie 020 7771 2000 Of Four/Friendly Fires/Florence
G772 257180 The Wonder Years Yhe GRV And The Machine/offlcial Secrets
- 0131 220 2987 Act/Dan Black/Au Revolr Simone
Elephant Keys Boardwakk . — Wictoria Park 0870 040 0058
0114 279 9090 Arca Felix Slefeo 0141 576 5018 Radio Disotier Barfly
The Gentlemen Plug 0514 276 7093 Bad BIy? ABC2 0341 204 5151 0870 907 0592
My Generatlon New Barrack Tavern Blair Douglas Oran Mor 01415529224 Raw Fox The Fly 0370 907 (999
0114 234 5148 Malcolm Macfarlane Quartet 8rel Robben Ford Jazz Cafe 020 7916 6060
0141342 4966 Stages Of Dan/With Knife Good Ship
Broke Links Talking Heads Nell McClafferty 02 Auademy 2 02073722544
023 8055 5899 Q870 775 2000 Super Furry Anlmals Somerset House
The Rovatones kiners 023 8022 5612 Punto The Feef Capitol 0141331 0M40 02073444444
. — Spinnerette King Tut's Wah Wah Hut To Hell With Burgundy tinderworld
Latitude Festival: Pet Shap Boys/ 01412215279 02074821932
Bat For Lashes/Ladyhawke/Broken Take & Warm For A Walk Week/ Trauma Pet 02 [slington Academy
Family Band/Flashpuns/Temper Divorce N«ce'vSleazy 0141 333 2637 0870 712000
Trap/Chairlift/1990s/Amazing Tiesto/Andy Duguld SECC 1-5top Experience 12 Bar Club
Diadyy | enham Park 0870 060 3775 0141248 3000 0207240 2622
STORE ON TEENT Withered Hand 13th Note Cale
(1as Seees Race Sugamm §f 0141553 1638 Army Of Stars Night And Day Cafe
Q174741444 GO 01612361822
STALDANS Thee Kabeading Club 8501467 430767 TheFall Academy 0161 832 1111
Pl iy Polson o 01727 81143 i — - Mirorview Club Atademy
TRMBON ALot Like Esklmos Cackpit Olal 832111k
Broken Dayllght The Vic 01793 535713 0113244 3444 Solid Gold Ruly Lounge 0161 834 1392
calin Like & Bomb The Furnace The Kingarows Cardigan Ams Something Personal/Jukebox
01703 734238 0113 274 2000 Vandals Roadhouse 0161 228 1789
- Unkriown Cause RIos 01774 735549 ‘The Tides Academy 3 G161 832 1111
aldehyde Stoaty Fox 01924 374455 - Gm—
Leod(s Band Escobar 01924 332000 Alexis Blue D2 Academy 2 He-¥o Metro Radie Arena
- 0870771 2000 0370 707 8OO0
Caretaker The Raitway 01962 867 795 The Christlans O2 Acagemy The Twilicht Sad Clury 0191 230 4474
— 0870771 2000 ———
Conquest Of Steel Fibbers - -] d Dixle Waterfront
01904 65§ 250 The Accelerators/Zatopeks Windmill 01603637717
The School Gly Screen Basement Bar 020 8471 0700 — >
01904 541144 An Albatross Borderfine Turbowalf Reck City 08713 100000
The Strands The Stune Ruses Bar 0207734 5547 The Warlocks Buxdega Social Clab
01904 670696 Hamboleg Forum 020 7344 0044 08713 100000
UDUR BA AL kD IN ' AND B 3
AND SUBMIT YOUR LISTING FOR FR
DETA | A REEW BEFOR G D/
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Joey Terrifying Mucky ituiligans
01738 632 650

Medko Cefiars 0871 236 1094

I'm Belng Good South Street Arts
Centre GLIB 96D 6060

The Wounds Plug nPlay

(118 958 1447

-"N

Madness Broadlarkis 0115 9129000
L

The Harvingtons The vault
0871 230 1094

The Defiled Corporation

0114 276 0262

Frank White New Barrack Tavem
G114 2349148

Reverend & The Makers D2 Academy
Q8707712000

The Unfortunate Incident Pg
0114 2767093

| E—

A Word Like.Attack Joiners
02380225612

Cure The tHsaster Hamptons Bar
07919 253 508

e -
Latitude Festhval: Spiritualized/
Camera Obscura/Marnle Stem/
Maps/Bombay Bicycle Club/Pulled
Apart By Horses/loe Gideon And
The Shark/Passion Pit Henham Park
0870040 3775

The Kinetic White Lon Hot&
0161 480 2720

Tha Control Suxarmill DI782 214991
T ——

Tha Kooks Eden Prigect 01726 B11911
-

Bernle Yorme The Furnace
01793534238

Fry The Rolieston 01793 534238
Sweet Plums 12 Bar 01793 535713
e

Young Fate Haygate 01952 242656
T

Divine Obllvion Snooky Fox
01924 374455

Mew Vil Escobar 01924 332000
-

Vanessa Mae Westonbirt Arboretum
0115 912 9600
Shaped By Fate The Orange Box
01654 239100

Dead Rebellion Fibhers

01904 651 250
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SUNDAY

JULY 19

BIRMINGHAM
The Warlocks Ralnbaw 0121 772 Bi74
BRIGHTOR
Jason Ringenbeng The Albert
01273730499
Kong Free Wl 01273 603974
Sahbat Engine Reom 01273 728959
BRISTOL
Joseph Arthur & The Lonely
Astrorauts © ekla
08713 100000
| CARDIFF
Swim Team/Man Without Courtry
Buffak Bar 02920 310312
| Dneun
Neosupervital Whelan's
00 35314759372
GLASGOW
Ecluslon Rotkers 0141 2216726
Flood Of Red/locasta Sleeps
King Tui's Wah Wah Hut 6141 2215279
Horaoe Andy Fermry
01698 360085
$ Have Clones The Twisted Wheel
0141 221 4851
The Laughing Assassins NiceWSleazy
01413339637
The Wonder Vears ivory Blacks
0141 221 7871
LEEDS
Shadaws Chasing Ghosts Rios
01774735545
LIVERPOOL
Art Byt U2 Academy
0870 771 2000
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LONDOR
Allen Toussaint Jazz Cafe
020 7916 6060
BatFor Lashes/Polly Scattergood
Raundhowse 020 7482 7318
The tellcateers/The Schoolglris
Dublin Caslle 020 7455 1773
Gagarin Arl;, Cin 0 07460 4459
Lovebox Weekander: Gruff
Rhys/Hew York Dolls/Doves/
Dananananaykroyd/Bombay
Hicyde Club/Chew Lips/Chairllit
Victoria Pamk 0870 040 0058
Morrissey 02 Brixion Academy
0870771 2000
Ne-Yo Inwgo G The 02 Arena
0870701 4444
Ko Tumling Back ur e worlf
020 7482 1952
Sarah teanne Palmer/Nlkk Felle
Good Ship 0207372 2544
Secondhand Serenade Borderline
020 7734 5547
Spedmen Erbassy Cub 0871230 1094

NEWCASTLE
The Force Egypl Coltage
01912320218
The Revolutlonaires The Tyne
0191255 2550
The Smittens Head OF Steam
01912324379
Stottln Headaches Star Inn
01912223111
Wolf Am 3 02 Academy 2
0870771 2000

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

SOTTINGHAM
The Bridal Procession/Many Things
Untold/Zenith and The Winterhill
Syndlcate Junkt ov 70115 911 6959
Eliza Gilkyson h.ze 0115 947 5650
‘PERTH
soey Terrifying/a War Agalist
Sound dudy Muligans
01738 632 650

SCAUTHAMPTON
Have Heart/Rise And Fall Talking
Headh 023 80555899
Hayseed Divw Brook 023 8055 5366
Jolie Burridge Platfom Tavern
02380337232
Shaped By Fate Jainers
{023 8022 5612

SOUTHWOLD
Latitude Festival: Nick Cave And
The Bad Seeds/Thom Yorke/
ILIKEVRAINS/Saint Etienne/

Ane/Gossip//MI ky

Larkin/Fight Ltke Apes/Siow
Club/Casloklds/Marina And
The Diamonds Her ham Park
QB70 060 3775

STOKE ON TRENMT
Dividing The Line Sugarmill
0782 214961

WAKERELD
12 Gauge Facelift Snogty Fox
01524 374455

YORK

Justin Moorhouse City Screen

Basement Bar 01904 541144

Calvin Barris, Somerset
Hpuse, London

=S

BRtUNGHAN.

Kld British R wow 0121 772 8174
BRIGHTON

Sl Fiyin' Freebutt 01273 603974
BRISTOL

The Zatopeks Crofl 0117 967 4144
CAMBRIDGE

Leah Mason Portland Arms

01223 35724
CARDIFF

Marnie Btern/Tartufi Buffalo Bar

02920 310312

The Warlocks/The Wild Palmg/The

Muscle Qub Eaifly 029 2066 7658
DUBLIN

Booker T lones Vicar St

00 3521 B89 4900

Leanard Cchen The 0201 819 8388
EDUSURGH

Flood 0f Red/Mere Lles A Warning

The GRV 031 220 2987
SARTER,

Hayseed Dixk= bhnenix 01392 667080
GLASGOW

Mimi Soya/The Auteur/tost On

Campus/My Actiors Your Exit

ary wees Q141 2217871

Kew Yok Dolls Garage 1 11332 1120

The Smittens Ste +o 0141 576 5018

Wolf | Am/Glass Youth/The barlen

Venture King Tul's Wah Wah Hul

0141221527

-
Have #eart/Rise and Fall Joseph's
Well OLI3 203 1861
losaph Arthur & The Lonely
Astronauts Brudenell Sodial Club
01132435866

LIVERPOOL
TheDeathSat Karova 0151 709 7097
[Lonoon
Arnos Lee Jazz Calé 020 7916 6060
Calvin Harrls Somerset House
0207344 4444
Clint Mansell Unign Chapel
020 7226 1686
DM Stith Haxbon Square Bal & Kitchen
02076130709
Growing/Misennenmondai/Team
Brick Luminare 020 73727123
The 1 Hearts/Deadwax 93 Feet Easl
0207247 6095
Let's Wrestle Barily 0870 907 0999
tong Knives/Aine Duffy Hope &
Anchor 020 7354 1312
Lucas Renney Windmill
020 8071 0700
Melko The Fly OB70 907 0999
Monster Bobby The Okl Queen's Head
0207 839 7261
My Dark Star/lajuka Dublin Castle
02074851773
Ryan Whatiey Traubadour Club
0207370 1434

Sugar Ray Fard & The Zephyrs of
Swing LOO Club 070 7636 0933
| IArNCHRSTER
Alexs Harte el
016126 ofl40

Deaf Havana/Dividing The Line
Satan's Holo ¥ 016] 236 0666
Ignominlous inearceration Jabez

& Hol 272 BSIZ

MEWCASTLE
‘the Leisure Sodety Cluny
0191 & 4474
| oxrorD |

Lisa MIlls Bullingdon Arms
Q1865 244516
| poRtsAOw-
Aty Studt Cellars 0871 30 094
SEHEFFIRLED
TFestament Corporal'on
0114276 0262

SOUTHAMY “Of U
The Kabeed s Janers 023 8022 5612
IswansEa |
Paige/ Thekidistireworks/Portralts/
City To City/Skip To The Next Track
Sin ly 01792654226
lwaxErmLD | -
The Hypes/Astor/Feels Like Tussday
Escobar 01924 332000

YORK
Richard Walters The Speakeasy
Q0871 230 1094
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TUESDAY

JuLy 21

BRIGHTON _
Growing Freebutl 01273 603974
The Polly Shang Kyan Band
The albert 01273 730499

BRITOL
Conscous Unconscious/) Am Bodhi
Fleete Q117 945 0996
Joshua &adln 02 arademy
OB7077: 2000
The Warlocks Thekla 08713 100000

CARDIFF
Sdil Ayin’ Buffalo Bar 02920 310312
straight Lines/Cuba Cuba/Tiger
Please/Motion In Colour Barlly
029 2066 7658

DUBLIN
Alela Dlane Cravwaddy
003531 478 0225
Chucho Valdes Vicar 5t
003531889 4500
Erlc BogleVhelan's 00 3531 475 9372
John Mayall & The Bluesbreakers
Academy 00 353] 877 5999

EDINEUREH
Dave Arcar] Heniy's Celkar Bar
0131 2211288
horury Car The Electric Cirgs
0131 226 4224
Mighty Moth Magents The ark
0131 289393
& Day Riot Sneaky Pete’s
Q131 225 1757

GALWAY
Booker T Jores Roisin Dubh
0035321 586540

oLaseo b =
Be A Familiar/Tango I+ The Attlc

s The Sagens/Missing White Women
The Auteur/Mimi Soya/Lost On Comedy 020 7839 7261

campus Cockpd Room 301132441573 Saving Afmvee Bordedine

Dividing The Line/Deaf Havana 020 7734 5547

losepi's Whdl 0113203 1861 200 For You/Elle Jay/

Marnle St L dalf g Sharidan Hope & Anchor

That Fucking Tank/Tartufl Brudened|
Socl Clubk 0113 2435864

LEICESTOR
Jason RIngenberg Musidan
0L1& 2510080
SRR
simple Minds Echo Arena
0844 5000 400

LOKGON
Bad Brains 02 Shepherds Bush
Emnpire 0870 721 2000
Blacksmith/Boy About Town Barfly
0B70 507 0999
Black Joe Lewls Jazz Café
02¢ 7916 6060
£0 Ningen/Axmnn/Psychedelic
Desert/Glsh Good Ship 020 73722544
Carina Round/Reverso/Anna Cahvl
HontoWater Rats 020 7637 1112
cherry Brakewelis/Tiny Tigers/
Velvedines/Heavy On The Levee
93 Feel East 0207247 6095
Hlaitalin The Lexingion 020 7837 5387
Jack Savorett) Bush Hall
020 8222 6955
John watts 12 Bar Club
0207240 2622
Junc/Folle Ordinaire Rhythm Factory
02072479386
Lo-Fi Culture Scene/The Kabeedies/
Lion Club/Pull th Emargency

King Tut's\WWah Wah Hut 0141 2215279 Luminaire 020 7372 7023

The $econd Hand Marching Band Morrissey 02 Brixton scademy
Stereo 0141 576 5018 0870771 2000

Storm The Walls/l last/ No Hope A Proud Galleries
The Party Prograim Rockers 0207482 3867
RIMN 2210726 Pentagram Underworkd
T‘emmenlganeom 332 20 0207482 1932

GIELDFORS o . Quarrel/Holly Dearden/Lyrebird/
Amy Studt Boileroom 01483 140022 Alex Wikon/Edidy Johns Troubadour

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
The Black Lights Jumpin Jaks
01422 292209

Club Q2073701434
The Ruling Class (00 Club
020 7636 6933

RO7354 1512
MANCHESTER
Grammatics Ruby Lounge
0161834 1392
Jaseph Arthur & The Lonely
Astronauts Deat Instituie
01613304014
The Leisure Sodlety/Dan Michaelson
& The Coastguards Academy 3
0161 8321111
Me Vs Hero Roadhouse
01612281789
NEWCASTLE
Flood Of Red 02 academy 2
OBAQY771 2000
Krystal Vayne/The Bimmys Churry
0[°) 230 247
THORTHAMPTO ¥
Kid British/skint And Demorafised/
The Jacks Rozomende Cenlre
01604 £ 04
NRWICE
Jon Allen Arts Gentre 01603 660352
Phil Brooke The Green Man
01603782693
| PETERBOROUGH
Ignominious ncarceration/
The Boy Will Drown/The Argent
Dawn/Blead From Within
Met bounge 01733 566100
PORTSMOUTH
The Foxes Cellars 0871 230 1094
SOUTHAMDTON
The Broadeast Haniplons Bar
07915 253 508
The Lonpest Day [oimers
023 8022 5612
STALBANS — —
Elements Of Refusal/Firetone/
Hiding in Reno Horn 01727 853143
. YORK
Les Cox Sportifs City Screen
Basement Bar 01904541114

‘ Morrissey, 02
Brixton Academy,
London

PIXIES

: Ohmy goilv! The seminal aiternative rock fouir-piece regroup for a brief,

BOOKING NOW

Pixies’ Black Francis
phaiding the guitar

but much-welcomed UK tour. i their not-so-secret gig in east London last

: month was anything to go by, then this is a string of dates not to be missed.
: WWW.NME.COM/artists/pixies

The Oklahoma four-piece get set to tour following
the release of their 12th studio althum due for
release this September.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/the-flaming-fips

BATFORLASHES

Peart's a dream. Natasha Khan, aka Bat For Lashes,
announces a welcome hatch of dates across the UK.
WWW.NVIE,COM/artists/bat-for-lashes

GREEN DAY

Pop-punk veterans Green Day carty on riding the
crest of the success of their eighth studio athum
‘21st Century Breakdown’.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/green-day

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02.co.uk/priority

When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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The modern dilemma: you want to listen
to digital radlo, btit you also like Planet
Earth and don't want to Kill her, The Pure
Ecoplus Mini DAB is recommended by
the Energy Saving Trust so, if you're

in Landon, you can listen to NME

Radio and save the world at the

same time. To be in with a chance

of winning one, corvectly complete

the crossword below.

STUFF WE LOVE

The man born lan Fraser

CLUES ACRO5S own importance (3-2) inciude Dominic Masters {8) 2
1°In For The Kill’ not such 23+13A US tOWNSEOINE CraZy | 6 Regina Spektor work £
asure-fire hitafterall () | for Bat For Lashes (3-4 sorted into atidy file (8) ki
7+4D Alargely colorful 24 Madness to work with 7{5ee 20 a 3
career so far for Robbie Texasand Wu-Tang Clan{6) | g Qne of The Aflman T3
Furze's band 25 (5ee 9 across) , Brothers; e was married | ] S g
94254 Stepping out to 27 Hewas In a Dilemma 1o Cher in late ‘705 (5) -
Michael Jackson, ‘Rad" cut with Kelly Rowland (5) 14 Perhaps went in own Compiled b %8
it sounds {lke (5-2-3-5-5) 29 Legendary New Yark Little Boots (3-2-4) et er, :
10 Icelandic band whotaok | music venuefor mainly black | 16 Immediately followingan | Trevor Hungerford g
their name from Nick Drake's | atssuch as James Braum (6) | a bum by The Sensationa :
album ‘l;_lhvg 6 Left' (6‘) 4 :z%ra:m m?:g?r?l :g“}’.?om Mexﬂar\&ﬁand @ =) \ i
11+22D Their albums inciude | perfor 17Kin, on are readily :
“Aftermath and ‘Sticky Billeicay, Essex (3 available (2-4) JUNE 20 ANSWERS ¥t
Fingers' (7-6} _ ) 32 Half thinking of an album | 18 At 16 she had a Numher 1494 West Ryder Pauper ag
12 A bit of a chinwag with by Belly (4) one hit with ‘t Think we're Lunatle Asylum, 10 Pin, § 3
sorme rappers (1-1-1 33 ‘Faling Oft The Lavender | 4 one Now' (7} 1iDesire, 15 Goldie, 17+284 % §
13{5ee 23 across) _ ... Dylightspeed | 2p Frontman of ‘80s band You're GonnaLose Us, g3
15 Member of Castinvolved | Champlonor‘Lady’s The Sound found in ruined 18Gone, 20Who Yoi Are, i3
ina novelty song {5) by Richard Hawley (6} d barn (7) 23T, 24+124 Fountaing 5
19 “No sleeping at night, but 22 (See 11 across) | 0f wayne, 27 Radio. i‘:
1'm going from bar te bar/ CLUES DOWN 23 Net return made on [
why can't wejust___” 1Bob Lane remix for The a Pear| Jamalbum (3) A e, g
Paoto Nutini {6) Soundtrack Of Our Lives (5-2) | 26 Inine to get a Smiths ;m%agam.s';m ¢ 3 s
20+7D Glaswegian bandon | 2 Avert your eyes, ft's Big alum (3} $+19D AN Oy Nothing, o F
Creation label, 2005 Wheatus | Country (4-4) 28 Solinds like you'll he 7 Pum, Round Here £ %

= single or 1983 filin starring 35kifl knows no beunds for | a member of The Velvet 13Enemy, 14+26D Anna i c !

= Nicole Kidman (1-1-1-7) ’60s Indle band A House (7-3) | Underground (4) (5 Game, 16 Light, 20 Who, 5 E

E 21The Sugarcubes' 4 {See 7 across} 30 Thelr biggest hit was in 210Yays, 22 Restue, 24 Fall, TF]

£ album that announces its 5 Band whose ‘tnward Parts’ | 1997 with ‘Toxygene’(3) 25+20 Noel Flelding, 33
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Kilmister’s about as badass

as it’s possible for one human

to he. And this T-shirt -

featuring bim in a Lord Kitchener-
esgue ‘YOU MUST HAVE SOME MORE
WHISKY’ pose - will go some way
towards turning you into as much
of a hard-livlw’ motherlover as he
is. Oh, and to complete the image,
you must answer every questlon
anyone asks by jumping on a table
and shouting, “vou win some, lose
soine, it’s all a game ta me!”

Geeks, nerds, jocks, freaks,

£17.99

weirdos, princesses and that pretty
girl stuck in the middle - high school
in the States has been reduced toa
series of clichés by every teen movie
ever. But American Teen, from Nanette
Burstein, is a documentary that seems
to say every stereotype is true,

An enlightning and sometimes

5 vacomfortable pertrait of a bunch of
kids growing up in Middle America,
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Obviously we're hiased here, but music
journalism seems to be gaing from
strength to strength. To celebrate good
writing, Domino and Faber have joined
forces to produce Loops, a high-end six-
monthiy journal full of insightful and
delightfully long articles. Issue one has
an unpubiished Nick Kent article on Nick
Drake (from 1978!), an extract from Nick
Cave's novel The Death Of Bunny Munro
and a bunch of other great features.
If you take music seriously, you'll
be happier than a vinyl Junkle lost
In an eternal record shop.



http://magazinesdownload.com/

SKY
FR

PICK OF THE WEEK | IN OUR STUDIO

TOP 20 MICHAEL JACKSON

Four weeks later, and with the worldwide grief
showing no sign of abating, we thought 1t was
tume to honour the big man. So get the white
glove on, pour yourself a stiff Jesus juice

and get ready to remimsce. From “Thriller’

to ‘Earth Song’, 1t’s all here.

Sunday, July 19, 1pm

PLUS...

WEDNESDAY

NME ROCK CHART
TOP 20 COLLABORATIONS

July 15, 1pm

THURSDAY
KILLA KELA TAKEOVER

KK chooses the tracks and
treats us to some beatboxing.

July 186, 10pm

FRIDAY

PARTY HARD

‘With Kasabian, La Roux
and The Cnbs,

July 17, 11pm

SATURDAY

ToP 10

It’s The Strokes Vs
Yeah Yeah Yeahs.
July 18, 6pm

SUNDAY
ALIST
With Franz, Dizzee,

La Roux, KOL, Manics.
July 19, 3pm

MONDAY

TIME FOR HEROES
Simply sit tight for an
hour of pure Jay-Z.
July 20, gpm

TUESDAY
Tob 20 INDBLOWING

Featuring The Prodigy
July 21, gpm

Full listings: NME.COM/NMETV

Go Lo WWIW.NME.COMN/
NMWETV to have your say

THE HORRORS

Session Played: Tuesday, June 23
Everyone’s favounte post-goth
rockers dropped by recently to
play some exclusive tracks for
NME Radio, They also spoke

to Iain Baker about the second
record and, at the end, Faris nipped
offto persuade his brother to
change the name of hishand,
which he said was “the worst
name ever”, although he wouldn't
reveal what 1t is,

COMING UP...

Il NME FORUM W SAMANTHI
Massachusetts’ most-hyped band

Tom Barker, promoter for London’s

Field Day and Underage festivals since —well, ever — Passion Pit drop in
jomns the debate over the week’s live for a chat to talk about how they
singles, Expect sparks to fly, keep fame from going to their heads,
Wednesday, July 15, 4pm Thursday, July 16, 12pm

B THEBIG PINK
Stop The World

B PLASTICLITTLE
LaLaLand

Il THE PAINS OF BEING
PURE AT HEART
Contender

Il PASSIONPIT

Folds In Your Hands

B DARKER MY LOVE
Two Ways Out
I KASABIAN
Where Did All The Love Go?
B PEACHES
Lose You

I JULIAN PLENTI
Only If You Run
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WHAT ROCK’N'ROLL
HAS TAUGHT ME...

by TOPPER HEADON

The former Clash
drummer on drugs,
staying young,
busking and
rocking the casbah

ABANDIS ONLY AS GOOD AS
ITS DRUMMER. “When Ijoined The
Clash they had the attitude, but, as far as
I was concerned, the music left a little bit
o be desired ~ so I put 1n some of that
funkier stuff, like on ‘{White Man) In
Hammersmith Palais’ and that toock the
band forward When I auditioned it was
between me and Mark Laff, who went on
to drum for Generation X. If they'd have
gone with him, I think they may have
stayed with the punk stuff. Then, in
1982, the chemuistry between the four of
us changed when I got kicked out for
being messed up on drugs, Mick {Jones,
guitar] and I were musical athes, When
Iwas getting sacked, he wag the one
who stood up for me - he was crying
and he didn’t want me to go. Then

they got Terry Chimes [original
drummer] back in, who was a good rock
drummer, but he couldn’t do the other
stuff that I'd done That was their
biggest mistake, I think. If they'd have
got a good studio drumimer in they
right have lasted longer.”

KEEP YOURFANS AS CLOSE AS
YOUR FRIENDS. “Before the punk
era, bands were so stuck up thetr own
arses. Emerson, Lake & Palmer, Yes,
Pink Floyd, Jethro Tull.. all those bands
were so far removed from ordinary
people You'd go to the qigs and you'd
never get a chance to meet or talk to the
musicians. That's what I loved about
punk - after the qig, everyone went
backstage to meet them. Joe [Strummer,
singer/quitarist] was really, really keen
to find out who Clash fans were and
what was happening i their hves, That's
where a lot of his lyrics came from.”

A BAND SHOULD NEVERLET
THEIR MANAGER HAVE TOO
MUCH OF A SAY. “I make no bones
about 1t, I never got on with Bernie
[Rhodes, Clash manager], From talking
to Joe and Mick, he was very important
to the group before they wers signed
and before they became a real band. He
got them into writing songs about
politics and talking about what was
really going on. It didn’t swit him when
Ijoined and we became musically good,
because he couldn’t manipulate us as

66 NME 15.7u1y 2005

much Don’t forget that towards the end
of The Clash, 1t was just Joe and Bermue
composing I think Bernie wanted to be
more than just the manager. I did see
him at the premaere of Joe Strummer:
The Future Is Unwritten and he said,
‘Shall we make amends?’ 1 said, ‘Well,
there’s no need to 13 there really?’ After
that, we hugged and talked about how
proud we were about what we had done.”

THE ONLY OTHER UK FUNK
BAND WHOC CAN COMPARE
TOTHE CLASH ARE THE SEX
PISTOLS, “The Pistols broke the whole
thing open. The songs were really great,
but it was that attitude that was
important - all that sneering and
swearing. The fact that everyone's
parents hated them made them even

—

“THE SEX PISTOLS’
*d ATTITUDE PROBABLY

MADE THEM THE

PUNK FIGUREHEADS”

more appealing to the kuds They were
probably the igureheads of punk and
stil are, I mean, you think of punk, you
think of Sex Pistols, don’t you?”

SOME PEOPLE ARE JUST WIRED
TOBE ADDICTS. “WhenIgot
started on heroin, 1t was just around

- London was flooded with 1t in the early
’80s. A lot of people around The Clash
got into trouble with 1t too. They get
called recreational drugs, but I could
never do them recreationally I could
never drink aleohol recreationally either
-Ihad todo1t to the point of oblvion. I'd
be in the bar on Monday with Joe,
Tuesday with Mick, Wednesday with

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Paul [Simonon, bass] —it was constant.
My first addiction was drumming. I’'d do
it for seven or eight hours a day and
Tdidn't care about anythmg else. No
mai ter what 1t was, if I loved doing 1t

I'd Jo 1t all the time. I'm one of those
peoyle that was wired a bit different, but
it led me down some pretty hard roads.
After The Clash ] ended up in )ail, then
a hostel for the homeless, bankrupt and
busking on the underground. That was
for <pute a while too. I used to go in for
tresiment and sort myself physically,
but then I'd think, ‘I feel good now so

T'll try it just one more time”. That’s

the insanity of addiction - doing the
same thing over and over again and
expecting different results.”

THE CLASH NEARLY REFORMED
-BUTI'M GLAD THEY DIDN'T.
‘When we got inducted nto the Rock
And Roll Hall Of Fame, Joe wanted us to
do four or five numbers there, I said yes,
Mick said yes, Paul was um-ing and ah-
ing but, in the end, the dacision was
taken out of our hands because Joe died.
Ithink Paul was probably right to be

a bit sceptical because the only pictures
you see of The Clash now are of us as
four young, good-looking men, very
shime, with full heads of hair. If we'd have
played at that ¢gig, you'd have seen Mick
being bald, Paul being bald, me being
bald and wearing glasses and Joe with
a bit of a paunch! It was better the old
way! | also remember going to see Joe
play with The Mescaleros at Shepherds
Bush Emptre a few years back. ] was
chatting to Joe after and he was
disappeinted that there would
only be a smattering of
applause for the new songs,
but then he'd play ‘1 Fought
The Law’ and the whole place
would go mad. I know that 1f
we had got The Clash back
together it would have been
the same.”

DID YOU KNOW?

B Topper’s real name is Nicholas
Headon. He got his nickname ‘Topper’
because he looked like Mickey The
Monkey in the old Topper comic

B Topper composed most of ‘Rock The
Cashal’, He played the drums, bass and
plano on the recorded version, although
he had been replaced by Terry Chimes
when they filmed the video and the
song became a hit

I Before The Clash, Topper had already
played briefly with Mick Jones in his
proto-punk group London §§
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