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he secend ever NME live review of Casis was not complimentary. Dating back to

December 1993, it depicted a “vaguely Ian-Brown-as-Tim-~Burgess slob of a frontman,

singing in a vaguely tuneless half-whine, vaguely shaking a tambourine, vaguely... well,

you get the picture”. In an interview that followed in April of the next year and with

‘Supersonic’ just released, Liam threatened to “bottle” the guy who wrote it. To which Noel
responded with “SHUT UP!” and Liam countered with No, YOU shut up!” This was 1o be the
first in a never-ending procession of gloricusly confrontational Oasis interviews, in which they
shouted at each other, sometimes shouted at the person sat the other side of the tape recorder,
always shouted about what in the world was pissing them off and never, ever failed to entertain.

This is the story of Oasis, as told through the pages of NME from 1994 right up until the present

day. All the glory, all the shows, all the tunes, all the blows... everything that made them one of
the greatest British bands of all time. It’s been a total fucking blast going back through all those
old interviews and putting this issue together. We'd say we hope you have as much fun reading
it as we did making it, but frankly that would be near impossible. Have a go though, eh?

\NM[E COM
Watch ciassic tg
Oasis video
mtervvews. and
Fead Noel Gallaghery
50 funniest quotes
at NME,copr

y EARLY JANUARY SALE ON NME [~

SUBSCRIBE NOW & SAVE 85p ON EVERY ISSUE!
Go to www.magazinesdirect.com/nmeplug or call 0845 123 1231 and quote ARK9 m

Save sp to 36°  Offer ends 01/02/1. For full T&Cs catl 0845 123 1231

CRVER (MAGE; KEVIN CUMMING THIS PAGE; JILL FURMANQVSKY
Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com



http://magazinesdownload.com/



http://magazinesdownload.com/

WHAI "ls MPFEHIH Football fans are gearing up for the

15th world Cup that takes pface in
the United States, uttimately to be wan by Brazil on penalties. In the UK,
Gordon Brown rules himself out of the (eadership race for the Labour
Party after an alleged agreement with one Tony Blair. Off the back of
the recently released Four Weddings And A Funeral, Wet Wet Wet are just
beginning a run at Number One in the single charts that will (ast for 15
weeks, with their cover of The Troggs' ‘Love is Al Around'...

1994

To date, Oasis have only released their debut single,
‘Supersonic’, but their tour antics are already notorious.
Travelling around the UK’s toilet venues in a van
driven by Bonehead, they are flying the flag for
rock’n’roll decadence, leaving trashed hotel rooms,
pissed-off porters and thrilled converts in their wake.
NMPE’s Simon Williams is on-hand to witness the

chaos and listen as a 27-year-old Noel #3allagher
drunkenly outlines his plans for world domination

““THOSE WIN

THROW

iam: “My head’s in ruins - so’s my shirt”
Noel: “You're a mad cunt, you are”

Liam: “No, you're the mad cunt{”
(Repeat to fada...)
1t all started off normally enough. pool riext to the bar. The Gallagher brothers, Noel and
A quiet Monday evening in Portsmouth, Liam, §ecided to have a serap about an ex-girlfriend.
a sold-out gig for Oasis, followed by Allegedly. Explétives started flying. Then punches
a drug pilgrimage and a ‘erap’ student party started flying T es of beer started flying Then
on the cutskirts of town. Then back to the hotel furnitury started
for a few swift nighteaps. Simple, eh? Ia the ba, Bassist tgul ‘Guigsy’ MeGuigan valiantly tried
Oasis bumped jnto East 17, fresh from their own 1o separatelie Gallaghers, recelving two lmucide
gig at the Guildhall. sandwiches for his endeavours. Someone started
“Are you Blur?” demanded East 17. throwing chairs at Bonehead in the pool. Then

“No, why? Are you Take That?” came the stroppy
reply. While the Walthamstow tegriers wisely retired
to their various rmgpus rooms, Oasis settled down in
the bar with & gin and tonic or 10. There was merciless
ribbing of any roadie with more than a passing interest
in Manchester United - crowned champions earlier
that evening, much to the disqust of the pro-City band.
Then a bottle of Champagne or two appeared on the
table, Then the barman made the terrible mistaks of
abandoning his post. At this point, some drinkers would
natice his departure and wonder how long he'd be,
imagining wistfully all the alcohol they could purlein in
the interim. Oasis don’ imagins - they just do. Before
you could say, “Bugger me, free boaze!”, two of the
entourage were scrambling over the bar. Emptying,
the fridges and passing the bounty over the counter.
One minute later, 50 bottles of beer were being stuffed
under chairs and into innocent bags. Then things
got really strange. Guitarist Paul ‘Bonehead’ Arthurs
decided to go for a dip in the horribly convenient

tables, Liam had Noel on the floor. Noel tore Liam’s
ghirt off Other residents, tiring of the mags brawl
downstairs, started coming out onto their balconies
and shouting sbuse, One particularly aggrieved sort
was accompanied by his girlfiend While ber Jovers
attention was focused on the mayhem below, she
would calmly open her towel to show Oasis either
Nothing Very Much At All or Everything depending
on your perspective. At this juncture, the pissed-up
band would roar their encouragement, causing the
baffled boyfriend to turn and find his demure-looking
companion safely covered by the towel. Then he'd shout
more abuse and she’d flash again.

And g0 it went, with a few more punches thrown
here and a few more itema of furniture thrown there
(ie, in the pool). Eventually, at around six o'bleeding
clock in the morning, the night porter appesred to
tell the fuzzy thrill-seekers that, actually, if it was
alright with them he was going to knock off because,
wrm, someone had called the police.

DOWS AR

THROUGH

It 18 comuandcnawlodge that batals aon urterhy
orilliant plasts Let's face it, if you get :m;a'mdoﬂymn
“nuts in the coafnes of your own home axd gleefully
decide to trashpaur ]:\rmg room prior to gatching a bit
of shut-eye, arath ~canizsg pixies likely % roaranges
the furniture (#acee king of social cedarhileyoue
hangover waslcs lbself ingo & idaay fecyd Nope,
you'd just wake @ tr dis st thit, samahas, Weeld
~War III had ki« Moﬂdunmdu might agdyevur bhoask
.y.smastateofbhlw. hotels being hotisls when Ossid
‘$hamble into tha barthe Sallawieg lunime - uper
from the oocaslocal dare stavfrom the mcepafoaiats
- life is back to narqul. Stuncagly overpriced pets of
tea are being dralnasd. Liam and Noel ane comparing,
wounds 1 ughing about thair Eght The swimming
pool has beea cieared of chairs and Doncheads. And
everyone |cgienl decides it wasthe hotel’s fault, anyway,

“It's & stupiciplade to puna poak {Enit?

frowns Liam. “It was asking for trouble%um‘ng

»ug in this hotel”

“I¢’s true;” nods Noel, wisely. “Those plate glass
windows are just saying "THROW A CHAIR
THROUGH ME!™ In fact, were it not for a bar biil
totalling £150, the cdd bruised band member and some
suspicious clinking noises emanating from a large
black bag being heaved out to the van, you could aimost
tell yourself that nothing happened. Really.

“Still, we don't need a rider tonight,” sneers Liam,
waving carelesaly at the departing baggage.

“We can just go in and say, ‘Newport - you can
stick your rider up YER ARSE!™

This is life on the road, Oasis style You may not
think its big, or clever. But it is rock’n'roll bonkers.
This becomes 1 y apparent when lounging
around the hotel lobby preparing for the drive to
Newport. While most sane people are dreaming
of a world with no spirits and a nice weekend on
a health farm lest their livers quit and their brains
implede, Banehead studies the tour itinerary and
suddenly yells, “Fucking brilliant!” The curfaw at
the venue tonight is half past one!” Oh good.

Our tagk is to follow Oasis around the country
for three nights, from Portsmouth Wedgewood
Rooms to Derby Wherehouse via Newport T.Ps
and points in between. In this time varicus
pecple will threaten to leave the band to set up
haberdasheries, the band will threaten to ieave,

POTDN EEVE (N RS
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while several senses will leave everyone.
Liarn, Noel, Guigsy, Bonehead and drummer

Tony McCarroll, fuelled by little more than raging
testosterone, Big Macs, gin and tonics and whatever
powders dust their nasal passages — will play three
splendid sold-out gigs, abuse more hotel staff and

talk utter brilliant bollocks. Like about the time they
stunned half of Manchester by appearing on The Word

a full month before the ‘Supersonic’ single was released.

Paula Yates was “up for a bit of sorting out”, according
to the ever-charming Liam, and Oasis once again made
friends in their own inimitable stylc.

“Bonehead had his arm around [Word presenter)
Hufty,” recalls Noel with a sad shake of his head. “He
was shouting 1n her ear, ‘What are you into birds for,
anyway? Then he sterted licking her head, right in the
middle of the bar...”

It's hard to tell when the on-the-road psychosis
actually kicks in, such is the all-pervading air of

6 NME 2enusry 2050
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“IT’S A STUPID PLACE TO PUT A POOL, INNIT?

IT WAS ASKING FOR TROUBLE PUTTING US
[N THES HOTEL™ LIAM GALLAGHER

insanity from day one. This
is the second nationwide
jaunt by Oasis, the first being
a co-headline with Whiteont.
And beneath the manie exterior,
the swaggering, crowdshagging
arrogance that dictates that
they think they really, really
are the best band in the entire
galaxty, Qasis are freaked. Totally. The first
date was in Hull, where there were more people turned
away than actually allowed in. The promoter eventually
threw open every door of the venue, so the building was
swarming with would be punters peering in, stoving to
get even the smallest piece of the action.

Then 200 puntars were turned away from the
Coventry gig, where massed stagediving was the order
of the night. So much so that Noel - possibly being as
sensiblc as he'll ever be on this tour — suddenly has the
diamond idea of, like, escaping unscathed. So halfuray
through the last song, he hands his guitar to a roadie
and, with the legendary words, “I'm fuclang getting out
of here!” heads towards the dressing room.

“1 had to climb onto the PA to escape,” he winces. “And
someone’s trying to untie my laces and someone clse
is grabbing hold of my trouser leg. T get to the dressing
room just as the crowd 1s spilling onto the stage. Three-
quarters of an hour later, the rest of the band appear
and they lock as though they’ve been in a fight! They
were mobbed - the crowd wouldn't let them go! It was

fucking hysterical, like Beatlemania or something” “We
expected the gigs to be full,” he admits, warily, “so we
could be arrogant and say, ‘Oh yeah.’ But I tell you man,
we're more shocked than anyone! It's like, we've only
had one record out —what's it gonna be like when we
get an album out?

here’s a great — probably entirely mythical - story

which sums up Oasis perfectly. After all the

band (bar Noel) were arrested on the ferry to
Amsterdam a couple of raonths back [April 1994),
Creation president Alan McGee took the group’s press
offtcer to one side and said: “Fucking hell, man, I've
been trying to make Teenage Fanclub interesting for
five years! Look what you've landed here”

Pact is, Oasis are a dream come true, They fight! They
flirt! They go fucking mental! And they make music
that ereeps through your intestines, squeezes your
kidneys and proposes to your heart. Probably. They are
so OBVIOUS that more manipulative record company
sorts should be leaping off their high-tise ledges in
droves, because QOasis — with their housing estate
backgrounds, their working-class clumsiness and semi-
genius pop sensibility could never be invented in a
million units. To put it simply, as The Stone Roses onece
said, Oasis are what the world has been waiting for.

Which, funnily encugh, takes us to Newport, where
Noel is comforting vet another G&T in a pub around
the corner from the hotel. The fact that this particular
hostelry has so many games 1t resembles a boozer’s
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indoor sports centre and thus leads to all manner of
theories vis-a-vis whether people in Newport actually
talk to each other, is only marginally interesting, What
is fascinating, however, ig that the posters advertising
tonight’s gig proclaim OQasis plus Very Special
Guests, With The Stone Roses supposedly recording
a few miles up the road in Rockfield, it doesn’t take

2 Nobel Prize-winner to hazard a wild guess that the

Manchester of yesterday is going

to make an appearance next to the
Manchester of today. Noel laughs off
the idea that the Roses intend to play,
although subsequent rumour-mongers
insist that Geffen had phoned TJs

a few days before to book the slot

for Ian Browm’s bunch. Yet you can't
rid voursef of the feeling that, in

the absence of the Roses and Happy
Mondays, there is a massive demand
for a cocky, rocking, PC-shocking
Manc band. And that is Oasis.

“Tt’s like, you get a band like Suede,”
pondcrs Noel, “and they write pretty
decent music and all that, but Brett
Anderson's lyrics are basically a cross
between Bowie and Motrissey, and
I don’t think that some 16-year-old
on the dole is going to understand
what he means by ‘Animal Nitrate’
or whatcver.”

“The thing about The Smiths is that Johnny Marr was

alad, and you knew he was a rock’n'roller, that's why

[ got into them. And 1 think a lot of kids find Suede

too intellectual, while with Bhur they don't understand

all that stuff about sugary tea. But with Oasis, hike the

Roses and the Mondays, 1t's the bottom line; here’s

a guitar, here’s the songs, you have them. We're not

preaching about ye olde England or how it was in the
'60s. We're not preaching about our
sexuality, we're not telling people

“pEOPI-E TAI-K howto act.
ABOUT THE
PRESSURE

OF PLAYING
GLASTO, BUT
WE'LL JUST
BOWL UP THERE

ARGUING”
NOEL GALLAGHER

“You want to write about shagging
and taking drugs and being in
aband You don't wanna write
about going down the supermarket
or anything like that =1 know it’s
terrible. so 'm not gonna write
about it. ] met a gixl the other
night and I felt really sorry for
her, because she came up to me
and said (really queethy), Tve
got ‘Supersonic’ and ', er, really
into your lyrics and I've been
through a lot as well’ And I went,
‘What do you mean? ‘Supersonic’
is about some fucking nine stone
geczcr who got Charlie’d off his nut
one night .. it's not about anything!
It’s just about a feeling, you just get
up and play it. Al I know is the

gigs are selling out and we'rc probably gonna
get loads more trouble on this tour..”

gig, Liam insists that he’s going to “sort out”East 17
bednuse, he alleges, “They've ripped off ‘Imagine’”
Half anhour later, the singer is insisting that all he
wants todo is sit down with East 17, neck a few beers
and sort gut how they can “topple Take That”.

The same applies for Noel when he’s told that
Manic Street Preachers are coming dovm to the
Newport gug: “Do they wanna fight?" asks the guitarist.
Nah, the Manites don't fight, comes the answar.

“Right'” beams Noel, “we’ll kick their headsin, then®”
The beautyis, much like all their hormeneraging
banter about ‘shagging' and ‘birdy’, Oasls are never
actually doing anything. All rnopth and no trousers,
they’re stmply on a half-deunk, balf-addled crusade to
mollycoddle their audiences into believing that
Qasis are the gnat’s lmackers.

Simplicity is the key: Newport, much like any other
set on the tour, is uttexly straightforward and
nanervingly familiar. There’s the Coca-Cola song!

“The one-thatwounds & bit-like-Blur-songl The

‘Wham song! A coverof ‘I Am The Walrus” And no
bleeding encores! It's the history of rock splattered

over thepast 30 years from The Beatles to the Mondaysg, -
played by frve blokes who scarcely move a muscle
onstage, wo barely communicate between songs,

and whio arg hardly likely to nval Bad Boys Ine

F actz Oasis talk a lot of bullshit, After the Portsmouth
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m the Woof woof! Down
boy!’ stakes.

And if you believe Oasis are
adhenng to some sort of geruus
game plan {Look sultry! Look
dismterested?), then Noel’s
confession that he'd “love” to
dance around on the stage, but
he has to concentrate on playmg
guitar because he 1sn't that good
will blow any conspiracy theories
out of the water. Fact 1s, far from
swanning through the ranks to
run rampant 1n the Fab 40 wath
their debut single, the Qasis
success is. an accident.

“They were just an indie band
before I jomned,” explains Noel,

“Tt was alnght, it just wasn’t
rock’n’roll. But the bassist looked
good, the drummer didn’t look too
bad, and Qur Kid locked pretty
fucking cool. At the time I'was a
roache and I thought, Fuck me, 1t’s
locking me in the face’ So I bowled
into the practise room one day and
said, Right, change that quutar, tales
them shoes off, cut your hair, I'm
gonna be doing this from now on”

And they just looked at me and said,

‘Oh, all right then”

So Neel took control of the band, injected 1t with the
requisite rock'n’roll spinit, played the others stuff by T-
Rex, the Faces and, urm, Burt Bacharach, started writing
all the songs, insisted that the band rehearse three
tirnes a week ineluding Saturday nights - and then ..

nothing happened.

“We were actually trying to convince people we
were great,” sighs Noel. “But after the first four gigs in
Manchester no-one would put us on, because we had
this reputation for being... not lads, just difficult. We

had a fight with the headlming band one night cos they
pulled the plug on us dunng the last song. That’s when
1t started, because loads of A&R men had come to see
this other band and they saw them have this MASSIVE

reads those lynes and goes, ‘What does 1t all mean,
maaaan?, while the guy who actually wrote 1t 1s 1n a pub
somewhere, pissed as a FUCKING TWAT!

since the previous October. In a recent two-week break
between tours the rest of the band went home (mostly
to their mams) while the guitanst stayed in Londen

scrap onstage with us. It got us abat
of a reputation.

“It’s like McGee saw us by
accident in Scotland and he says,
Have you got a record deal? and
we said 'no’, and he sad, ‘D'you
fucking want one? I'm the president
of Creation Records!” So I said,
‘Aha! So it's your fault then 15 it, you
twat? And he says, ‘What do you
mean? And I said, ‘Shonen Kmfe1s
your fault! It's all down to you, son*”

Now, naturally, the phone doesn’t
stop ringing Manchester rumours
abound (the one about Qasis
buying a massive house in London
and living it up with butlers and
liousines is a peach). And
Qasis don't give a fuck.

“That city’s done us no favours,
man,” shrugs Noel, defiandy. As
well he might, because ultimately
Qasts have rolfed along under
their own steam. In ‘Cigarettes &
Alcohol, Liam sings, ‘Yot've gotta
make it happen”, and, m a very real
sense, that hne could be taken as the
band’s short, sharp sense mamfesto.
Noel reckons he hasn't had a day off

“THEY WERE
JUST AN INDIE
BAND BEFORE

| JOINED.

THE BASSIST
LOOKED 600D,
THE DRUMMER
DIDN'T LOOK
100 BAD, AND
OUR KID LOOKED

FUCKING COOL”
NOEL GALLAGHER

domng press and mixmg the album.
So1t’s little wonder he's letting his
hair down, raving about “enjoying
himself”, about making the most of
it while you can and taking in the
smell of the crowd while the fans can
still get close to you

“It's all new, no-one’s seen 1t all
before,” he msist, “The next tour
vall be even better because we'll
have another record out, Then there
might be ambulances at our gigs"”

He kmows that this 15 the optimum
time for really appreciating why
you're in a band, when you're buzzng
on your new-found infamy, when all
the gigs are packed out, when the
crowds are all singing along even
though only a minuscule part of the
set has actually been released. And
~better still - Noel Gallagher knows
precisely how fueking ridiculous this
entire situation is.

“Who'd have the bollocks
to release a first single like
‘Supersonic’, with lymes like that
about Alka-fucking-Seltzer? he
rants, waving his G&T around.
“I just hope that some band

“Music for me at the moment is DEAD. It's poncey
and serious and everyone's gotta make some sort
of statement, whether 1t be about ‘Parklife’ or their
feminine side or their polihes. But we're a rock'n’roll
band —we say all you need is cigarettes and alecohol.
Everyone's dead into analysing, but don't analyse our
band That’s a good song, that is What does rt mean®
Who gives a fuck what 1t means?”
So ‘Shaker Maker’ (the Coca-Cola song), naturally
1s the new Oasis simgle, and 1t’s land of something
to do with the Mr Fluffy guy who sells Soft Mmts by
wobbhng into lampposts. And Mr Benn'’s in there, as
well as a load of other characters, and Noel says that,
more than anything else, it just makes hum laugh,
“There hasn't been any 12-bar blues in the charts for as
long as I can remember, And I don'’t think anyone’s ever
sung about plasticine and Coca-Cola in the same song,
g0 that’s the one for us, that 1s, Get 1t in the charts!”
“Like I sard before, 1t's just a feeling. sf you sit down
and think, ‘Why do I like this band so much? Well, the
singer’s an arrogant gut, I'd like to twat him one. And
the rest of the band might as well be cardboard
cut-outs.! So you end up thinking, ‘I don't like fuck
all about this band, but... the songs' Aren't the
songs FUCKING GREAT!™

few more things you may or may not need to
lmow about Oasis on the road Already a seasoned

autograph campaigner, Liam has sussed that
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signing fans’ chests 1s a daftidea
because cleavage perspiration
prevents your pen from working
properly. Whenever two or three of
Qasis are gathered around the piano
they will bang out a cheery version
(to the tune of The Small Faces Lazy
Sunday’) of, “Wouldn’t it be nice to be
a fucking cock er-nee? Oh wouldn't
it be ruce to be m fucking Blurp SLAGF And Newport
withesses some serous psychological collapse.

It may be something to do with the manner m which
Qasis valiantly attempt to get a goodly proportion of
the TJ’s crowd into the hotel after the gig Dispensing
with the trte formalities traditionally deployed to
convinee suspicious hotel staff of their quests’ worth,
Liaen sitnply harangues and abuses the night porter
until the poor bloke’s left with the choice of opening
the front doors or being chased around by drunk
Mancunians. It may then be something to do with the
swx-hour dnnking session that ensues in ~ spoolaly
enough ~ the hotel’s Casis bar. Whatever, the following
mormning 1s a sad sight for bloody sore eyes.

Bonehead has trashed his room. You ean tell this by
the way the morrung staff patiently file in from the
street carrying paraphernala (telephones, cushions,
pulow cases scarred with tyre marks). Bonehead would
have throvm the bed out as well but 1t was too big Now
he 1s sitting m the lounge wath a transparent shower
cap on his face, muttening, “I can’t do it anymore ™

“There’s no such word as ‘can’t”, a worrymgly wise
Gugsy informs his colleague.

THOSE WINDOWS ARE SEYING THRUW & CHAIR THROUGH ME

“But I CAAAN'T!” howls Bonehead “I'ma qiving up
this rock’nroll business, I'm gonna be a Tory MP. GIVE
ME A SATSUMA! GIVE ME A SATSUMA!”

Over on the other side of the bar, an wwate Liam 1s
throwing this morning’s music papers around and
ranting about QOasis being exploited or some such
like.Noel watches his brother, adjusts his shades
and sighs. “I'm gonna tell him that Henry Rollins
hasbeen slagging him off;” he decides. “He'd np
Outid 's leg off, shove 1t up his arse and then lick
him|o death like a £**ng lollipop!”

114 over m the corner, Guigsy sits wondernng
why %5 hands argshakmg so much, enthusing
about Star Wars3 #d planning for the future:

“You kpow Leor ~ il Nlmoy 15 on Creation?” Erm, /*
yes. “Will, 1 want spock to be our tour manager,
Could v \magme 1t? You have just thrown {#at table
out of the window — that 1s highly illogical, Gugsy”

Obviously, confronted with all this evndence, any
sane sort without direct responsibility for this Oasis
tour would pack their bags, slink off to the nearest
mamline station and get the first tram back home
to Normality, pronto,

Sadly, the NME crew sumply sits in the midst
of the chaos and twitches.

Eventually, after losing the band transport for half
an hour, Oasis apologise to the staff, pile nto the
van and head off to Derbiy armed wnth half a local
McDonald's. It's one of those afterncon-after-the-few-
nights-before journeys, where a sense of communal
nurnbness prevails, Bonehead wants to vomit and
the tape deck blasts out The Beatles, The Who
and the Sex Pistols Then we hit the traffic jam
from hell outside Birmingham

When a sleek business type refuses to let the van
sneak in front of his saloon in the outside lane, the
previously dozy band suddenly erupt, banging on
the windows and hurling abuse at the unfortunate
dniver. Then, as we crawl through the roadworks,
Bonehead spots a clutch of archetypal British workmen
domng bugger all and yells, “START DIGGING!” Five
minutes later, and now fully warming to the task,

Bonehead decides to stagedive. Clambering on to his
seat, he throws himself headlong into the back of the

van, Nothing wrong wath that, you might say. Except

Bonehead 1s drrving,

It could be said that if n hedomstic terms Pamal
Scream are The Muppets, Oasis are more like The
Muppet Babies- a danger only unto themselves, they're
the sort of trainee rock’n’roll gits who may be sussed
enough to go backwards for their musical mspiration,
but they've mercifully left behind the nastier elements
of the trad RAWK lifestyle So their bag is speed
rather than smack, and their attitude is based upon
bewilderment rather than insufferable belligerence.

Noel'’s the one with the permanent half-smile who
appears to get most of his kicks from watching the rest
of the band'’s antics. Tony barely utters a single word in
the entire three days. Guigsy, general consensus has it,
is coming out of his shell and becorming more and more
unhinged the longer the tour progresses. Bonehead 1s
sumply bonkers. And Liam... Liam 1s the loose cannon,
the one who spends 10 minutes abusing receptionists
and the next half-hour trying to chat them up. Lippier
than the rest, he’s always up for something. And when

he recounts e Feytzmouth saga to an enraptured
rni-audieno: m s Derby dressing gor can
see howmuch Ly giss off atigetion.

“Beer1s tHe lwat drug ever” Hows ace k.
“I feel sorry far our kid someti es, Noel had u.ml
backin Nogioort. “T get all this shit gomg on insedat
head and 1 can write it all down and get cff on that. But
he cant, so his release 1s to get off hishead.*

Noe! admits that he worres about 50:‘r1e of the, ub, less
PG things Liam 1s melined to blurt oaty“There’s no need
t6 say them, really. He just sets hlms:elléup.” Hetalks

. about his brother’s responsibility, pointing out that he'’s

representing five people, including himself. And sighs
heavily again.

“Our Kid thinks that I want him sitting 1 a room
reading a book. I don't want that at all, man. But he
fucking winds me up. He's the one person I argue wath.
He goes on about this and that and [ say, ‘Shut up, you
fucking dick - I used to change your fucking nappies!
Basically, if he'’s up for a smack in the mouth, I get cne.
And the same applies to me - if I'm asking for
a smack, I'll get one”

Whatif Wank Weekly phoned up and asked Liam to
romp around in a soapy bath full naked models for the
centrespread® “He wouldn't do 1t,” frovms Noel, after
a long, considered pause. “That'd cause another fight
But do you know what really wornes me® I worry that
someone’s gonna throw a bottle at Our Kid one night
and he's gonna casually move out the way and let 1t
smack me nght m my mouth!”

8o Qasis do another cracking gig, and some more
substances and more socialising, And then - no doubt
to the rehef of five horrendously overworked bodily
consttutions, not to mention all of Derby’s hotels ~
they go home, After a bizarre mght's drive, there’s
a quick sprint around Manchester dropping various
mermbers off at their houses.

It all ends at 3amn in the Britannia Hotel, where the
Buzzcocks are retiring to bed. These Animal Men
cower in shady corners and the bar bulges with soft
Southemers in crap Adidas gear loudly celebrating
United’s championship success.

“IGAN'T DO IT ANYMORE. | CAAAN’T DO IT! I'M GIVING UP THIS
ROCH’N’ROLL BUSINESS, I'M GONNA BE A TORY MP. GIVE ME A
SATSUMA! GIVE ME A SATSUMA!”" BONEHEAD

In the mudst of all this, Noel Gallagher partakes in one
last G&T and contemplates the next step mn the Qasis
plan for global domination- Glastonbury.

“People go on about the pressure and all that because
they sit and think about it all day;” he decides. “But we'll
Just bowl up there, arguing in the coach on the way.
Someone will probably have a tooth missing by the
time we get onstage and we'll play the gig and
then welll get off and start arquing again.

“This 15 another dream, I always wanted to go to
Glastonbury but I could never afford a ticket, and now,
suddenly, someone’s paying me to play to aload of
people and give me loads of beer and drugs. It's gonna
be bnlliant, Once you're in that field anything goes,
When you're at home in your local pub and announce,
‘I'm gonna get my face painted like a panda, everyone
goes, ‘What the fuck does he mean® Let’s hottle the
cunt! But at Glastonbury you can take all your clothes
off and run around naked - that's what it's there for!
Same with this band. let your hair down man, have
a good titne, that’s what 1t’s there for. Then you wake
up the morning after and do it again”

And agam. And again. And again..
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‘DEFINITELY MAYBE’

THE LIKES OF SEEING THE STONES ON THE TELLY, GOING
\ SWEETS AD

AND BEING IN LOVE - HERE'S THEWRITER'S 1884 GUIDE TO OASIS' DEBUT

‘ROCK N’ ROLL STAR”: “The reason why 1t’s the first track is that, lyrically,
1t sets the album up for what's to come. I wrote 1t after watching The Rolling
Stones doing ‘Browm Sugar’ on Sounds Of The Seventies, and it reminded
me of when I was a kid and I wanted to be a rock’nroll star. I hope that, when
people put this album on in years to come, therell be some kid bouncing

around a bedroom with a tennis racket to ‘Rock "N’ Roll Star’,

‘SHAKERMAKER': “V1l] just go on the record here as saymgit's fuck all to
do with The New Seekers! Actually, 1it’s more of a rp-off of ‘Flymg’ by The
Beatles than anything else, and anyway 1t’s just 12-bar-blues! It's the most
childish song I've ever ymitten, soit’s full of characters from my childhood.
I think that's why 1t's done so well- there’s lots of things that everyone can
relate to, ‘Mr Clean’ 1s from The Jam’s song: ‘Mr Ben' 1s obviously Mr Benn
from the TV series ‘Mr Soft’ is frorn the Softmints advert who wobbles
down the street and bumps into soft lamp-posts:

‘LIVE FOREVER’: It's a song about having a friend who
could be your friend for hife The lyrics go, ‘Maybe I don’t
reatly want to know/How your garden grows’, and T think
that’s just saying, ‘I don't care about your bad points,

I love you for the good in you'. I wrote that song a couple
of years ago. I knew then that we were going to be sat
here today, and ] knew that this album was going to be
the most important album of its era.”

and ‘Mr Sifter’ owns the second-hand record shop T

in Burnage where I bought my first records” m
| ‘
|

‘UP IN THE SKY”: “It's basically about people who think
they're the voice of a generation, or the figurehead of

a movement. It's just saying, ‘Why are you lot down here
locking up at him?’ This band 1s about the musie, 1t's
about the songs It's not about us. I wouldn’t ever make

a political speech, and I'd sack anyone in the band who
started doing that We're overtly political once every five
years, when we all go out and vote Labour. But then we
turn around and go back to being a band again”

‘COLUMBIA” “It’s our hittle nod to dance music. It’s also
the first song we ever played, at our first qug ever, It’s just
a groove — everyone plays the same chords all the way through, then our kid
sings, then that’s about 1t. We like the odd chord change, this band.”

‘SUPERSONIC’; “An apt title, It was recorded and mixed in about eight
hours. The lyrics mean absolutely nothing, I had abeut an hour to write
Iyrics for this song. So I sat down wath 2 pen, a prece of paper and a bottle of
gm and just wrote that out, Then I read 1t back and thought, Fucking hell!
Pm a weird cunt, me" I describe it as our T Am The Walrus'. The version
that's on here and on the single fades out, but originally that song went for
fucking days, with lots of mad guitar, radic mterference and all kinds of
things Perhaps we'll relsase a full-length version one day. My favourite line
is, ‘T know a gurl called Elsa/She’s into Atka-Seltzer'. There was a tin of Alka-
Seltzer in the cupboard in the studio, and the engineer’s dog was a nine-
and-a half stone Rottweiler called Elsa That was all 1t was, but everybody's
been trying to read all kinds of things into it”

‘BRING IT ON DOWN'”: “I reckon the Sex Pistols could have written 1t

so could have The Stooges, and I think Maruc Street Preachers would
absolutely kill for a song like that. It's about the urunvited guest who always
turns up at parties who nobedy likes but everybody knows, who stays til the
end, moarung”

‘CIGARETTES & ALCOHOL” “This song and Rocks’ by Primal Scream
are the only youth anthems for as long as I can remember that just say, ‘Go

S

&

“1 HOPE TRAT
WHEN PEORLE
PUT N THES
ABUAIN
TEARS 10 COME,
THERE L BE
AKID BOUNCING
ARQUND WITH A
TENNIS RACKET
T0°ROCKN
ROLL STRR™

P Pl 7 /yfh»‘.fr.’

out and get pissed, fall about, jump up and down m the air, hsten to some
musie, smoke something, snort something and have a good time.” The nff1s
cbviously T.Rex, butit's a blues riff. He mcked 1t off Howlin’ Wolf anyway!
Everybody in the world wall understand that song, because it’s about

a bottle of beer and a packet of cigarettes”

DIGSY’S DINNER”: “Digsy 15 a mate of mine who’s n a band called
Smaller, from Liverpool.I used to go over there to Jam with him, One day
he said, Tt wall be great if you could come to ours for tea. i pick you up at
half past three. Do you like lasagne?’ Ijust fell about laughing on the floor
and said, Tm going to put that in a song?’ It also mentions strawbernes and
cream, And the rony is that now, when we do gigs and we have catermng,
they'll always say, ‘Guess what we have for you guys tomght? And guess
what we have for afters” And I don't even like
? | lasagne! Ithink it's the most English song on
5 ) the album It's like The Small Faces meets The
Kinks meet Oasis.”

‘SLIDE AWAY": “It1s the one and only love
song I am ever going to write, and it's about
someone I'm not going to mention. She
knows who she 1s. The lyric speaks for itself.
It’s just about being in love. Not for very long,
unfortunately, but that was how I was feeling
at the time. | wanted to write a song that was
somewhere between ‘Cortez The Killer’ and
‘Wild Horses'”

‘MARRIED WITH CHILDREN": “I was sitting
in my ex-flat about two or three years ago,
with a quitar, bemg scowled at by somebody.
Marned With Children was on the telly,
and I loocked at them two 1n the show, and
looked at us two, and 1 thought, That's us,
| thatis? Thad the melody for this song, and
this person came up with the immortal line
‘Idon’t know what you fuckang sit up all
mght playing that quutar for. Your music’s
shite and 1t keeps me up alt mght’ And Ithought, ‘A-ha! 'm having that
onel’ I's another song that anybody could relate to, because if you hive wath
a girlfriend or just a flabmate, there are always petty things that you hate
about them, and the song’s just about pettiness, That's why we put 1t after
Slide Away’ because ‘Slide Away’ 15 an uphfting song about twe people in
love, and after it comes the cynical one where they've moved in wath each
other, they’re married with children and they fuclang hate each other!”

'SAD SONG”: “When we cut the vinyl version of this album on a single dise,
the grooves were so close together that it was really quiet. So we went back
to the record company and said, ‘We can’t put the vinyl out like this’, and
the way round it was to do a double album. But that meant we were a song
short, so they said, Youw'll have to come up with another song by tonight’

T just thought, ‘Piece of piss? So I went home, and I live on my own anyway,
and the chords I came up with just lent themselves to 1t being a sad song.
It’s a pretty defeatist song too. It says, ‘Where we're hving tn this town/The
sun is coming up and it’s gothg down/But 1t’s all the same at the end of the
day. That's a typical attitude of mune: black s blacl, whte 1s white, the sun
comes up and goes down, and 1if you're lucky you'll wake up tomorrow, and
if you're even luckier you don't! We did an acoustic version on The Eventng
Session on Radio 1, and Alan McGee had never heard it 1n his hife before. He
phoned up on his mobile phone afterwards, and he was in tears He said,
“Noel, fucking hell, 1t’s the best song ever wntten. I'm sitting here crying,
you bastard!’ After that he called me ‘the bastard son of John Lennon’. I'm

"

sure he meant 1t as a compliment!
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'T'S LIKE WE'RE IN A CAR
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' The world is yet to hear ‘Wonderwall’ or ‘Don’t Look Back
In Anger’. Just prior to the release of ‘{(What’s The Story)
Morning Glory?”’, NME’s Keith Cameron meets a band more
than ready for the superstar madness that will soon ensue...
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1 I’ } 2 wnn‘l wns Ilnpll[" I"n French-born Iranian computer

programmer Pierre Omidyar founds
Auctionweb, {ater te hecome more commonly known as eBay. The inventien
of the DVD is announced. A month on from Blur's ‘Cauntry House' hitting
the Number One spot and Simply Red are in pele position with ‘Fairground’,
The front page of the Daily Mirror bears the headline ‘Ban This Sick Stunt’,
in reference to the sleeve of Pulp's *Sorted For Es & Wizz' single, which

contalns instructions en how to make a wrap for halding drugs.

taring long and hard into Liam Gallagher’s
eyes, you feel as if you're not quite getting
there, They're blue, perhaps, and dominate his
stubbly, long irrefutably beautiful face. When
trained full beam, as they are now, on the
person sat opposite, the effect is unsettling
They seem to radiate ambiguity. But why,

when Liam’s every utterance screams certainty? i

the eyes really are the windows to the soul, why this

confusion? Why?

“Why? Why?! Why not? Why not?/”

His statements leave no room for doubt, yet you'd
swear his left eye is saying one thing, the right the
other. The duality within. The twin sides of the Janus-
face. Liam Gallagher'’s eyes are the ocular good cop/
bad cop, and they mean business.

"“WHY - THE - FUCK - NOT!?"

His pupils have gone doclally. His retinal biceps are
close to meltdown. There is a damp patch on my seat,
For God's sake, man..

“That's it. OK?” he smiles, takes a sip from his vodka
and orange, and glances away to the other side of the
room. “Alright, dude?”

Who's that?

“Fuck knows.”

“Hey,” nods Bonehead, “it’s the Messiah, see? The
Messiah talldr’ to the people”

HELL'S BELLS. The first thing Noel Gallagher saw
on waking up that same day was the time: noon. He
was late. There were meetings and interviews to da.
But strictly speaking of course, he shouldn’t even be
here, and the fact that he'd overslept shouldn't really
matter. Had you asked him weeks ago where he'd
be at this point in time, Noel would most likely have
said: “Somewhere between Stoke and Leicester, pal,
probably getting some kip after the late night before”
He'd be on tour, where he was meant to be.

But that, of course, was before Guigsy announced he
couldn’t face it, and the great big Oasis tumblewheel
turned another notch. A carefully planned promotional
campaign suddenly got thrown into disarray as
arrangernents were made te find a temporary
replacement for the *nervously exhausted” bassman.

Noel Gallagher believes in that tricky devil kmown
as karma, although it might be easier to accept the
inclement waters Qasis have frequently encountered
this year if he just flew the flag for good ol’ fashioned
bad luck instead. First they part with drummer
Tony McCarroll without maldng sure they had a
replacement. Result? Alan White is on Top Of The Pops
within 12 hours of being hired and plays his second
Oasis gig in front of 100,000 people at Glastonbury.

Oh yesh, Glastonbury. Cheers. Not the best they've
ever done, Nerves, reckons Noel, simple as that.
Ironicaily enough, new boy Whitey’s the only one with
his sea legs on that day. Unfortunate to say the least.

And then the issue of having their single released on
the same day as Blur’s, and the ensuing showdown.
When both bands were due to play the same town on
the same night, a puerile slagging match threatened to
escalate into something far nastier. Oasis shifted their
date, only ta discover a week later that they needn’t
have bothered: all the dates had to be shifted. Whoops.
Not to mention the small matter of a track having to

be pulled from the forthcoming LP at the last minute
when Stevie Wonder’s lawyers took exception to one of
Noel’s cheekier moments of artistic inspiration.

But ‘(What'’s The Story) Morning Glory? is ready to
go, and go it must. However, with the Qasis nerve-
centre irmly perceived as resting somewhere in
Gallagher N's hip pocket, human nature alone might
dictate that the others, the headstrong Liam especiatly,
must feel a little like spare parts in their own car. If s,
then Liam’s 12-month interview abstinence can only
have fuelled such frustration.

“Liam does a sterling job” Noel states. “People ask
me, Do you find it frustrating not singing your own
songs? Can you imagine being him, having to sing my
songs? It’s hard for me pressing the talkback and going,
‘Do it agaln’. And on, Definitely Maybe' that would
happen a lot, but this time ‘Wonderwall’, Hey Now’ and
‘Cast No Shadow’ were literally one take. He delivers
my songs spot on. He knows. It's harder for him than it
i for me And he deals with it alright.

“Same goes for Bonehead or any other mermber of
the band. Couldn't do it without them. And it must
piss them off no-one wants to talk to any other cunt in
the band except me and our kid, but it’s just the way
it is. Everyone thinks of The Beatles 28 Lennon and
McCartney, but everyone knows it wouldn’t have been
The Beatles without Ringo and George."

Lennon & McCartney, Harrison & Starr.. Morecambe
& Wiee, For interview purposes, at least, 1t might come
as no great shock to discover that Liam Gallagher
and Bonehead are spiritually closest to the last of
these great partnerships, Fresh from pressing the
flesh with passers-by on the Marylebone Road, the
younger Gallagher is laidback and in passionate voice,
Bonehead more agitated and, typically, to the point,
Alan White has a touch of flu coming on, but chatted
happily earlier on about how joining Qasis was like
your first pint of Guinness, an acquired taste. “Once
yow've got inte it, it’s alright, then you'll have loads.”

But Guigsy is absent. So what's the story?

Liam: “He's tired. He's lost the plot.”

Bonehead: “He’s just tired. You lmow, we've been full-
on the last couple of years. And he’s having a break”

Liam: “I could see someone getting ired. One of us
was obviously going to get burnt out by it, but this is
just a little thing that happens. The Beatles went on
tour without Ringo ‘cos he got exhausted, then Ringo
came back and everything was sound. They went on
to be the biggest band in the world.”

But it would have been different if it had happened
to Liam.

Liam: “Td say it would be”

Bonehead: “If it happened to me they could replace
me You can't replace him. Or Noel for that matter. I
don't think you could replace Whitey. But you could
replace me for a couple of months while I chilled. And
Guigg. ‘Cos at the end of the day we are just the rhythm
section, we're not the main focal point of the band. Kida
pay to come and see him, of course they do! He’s Casis.
Noel’s Oasis. We know that”

Liam:; “Everybody’s going, ‘Oh you'ze splitting up’,
but we’re not splitting up. ‘Cos we’re mad for it. And
Guigs don't want to split it up, Guigs don’t wanna end
it. Guigsy’s mad for it, he just needs time to chill out.

No-one understands what’s up with him, ‘cos no-one's
been through it yet. If it comes on top of you, and the
thought of going to America and touring again just
does your head in, then that’s fair enough. Whatever
time it takes. If it takes two years before he’s ready to
come back, he'll come back, 'cos he’s Guigsy”

Do you ever worry about what this lifestyle might
do to you?

Liam: “Now I do. I didn’t think about it at first, but I
don't wanna be in a band if it’s all going to hospital”

Bonehead: “I’s a reality check, innit? It's like we're in
a car going at 100mph, we're breaking the speed limit.
Well, OK, we can chill out and go at 70mph. You can
still keep doing it. And we're still here. Look, we could
all be at home this week, but we've done press all week.
We're up for it. Yknow, I got married this summer, he
went on holiday.. But you've still got two weeks off!
You're fucking bored, man. Not bored with chilling out,
but just mad for getting out and doing what you do”

Bonehead got married as much, he says, for
something to do than anything else. Does his family
man status ever cause problems?

“Not at all It’s a bonus, in fact. (Nods to Liam) It's
probabily trickier for him, not having & family. Not
having someone to go home to, not having a door to
open and walk in and shut it and go, This is me”. It
helps. I'll go home for two days this week and I'll chill
out. I'll play with me kid, see me wife, go shopping buy
some clothes, do what I do. Two days off, and I'm mad
for it on Monday again. But this is my life until it ends,
man. It might end in frve years or it might end in 10
yaare, Don’t matter. I'm going for it, 150 per cent.”

What do you do when you're at home, Liam?

“I batter me older brother, Meet him [Bonehead] in
the pub. Get pissed. Hang out with me mates, chill out,
tell ‘em all the stories, show ’em all me new trainers, 'cos
we're all trainer freaks, I just chill And chat up loads
of birds and fail terribly. That and tell people, No, we
haven't lost it” Pay me mam’s bills, Walk down the road
and go, ‘How the devil are you this morming® Sign
loads of autographs for four-year-old kids who haven’
got a fuckin’ clue what we're about, but they’re into it.

1 get pestered at the house all the time and I love it

It never gets you down?

Liam: “Nag, ‘cos that’s what it’s about, innit?”

Bonehead: “I get pissed up students with round
glasses and spots coming round me doorstep at 3am.
They robbed me fuckin’ door-knocker!*

Sorry?!

Bonehead: “Nicked me fuckin’ door-knocker, man,

a top one from 1892 when the house was built An
original door-knocker and they nicked the fucker.
Screwed it right off and did one. I had baseball bats and
duds on and_”

Liam: “Yeah, and the rest, and the rest”

Bonehead: “Well..”

Liam: "Come on!"

Bonehead: “No, 'm not telling him”

Liam: “He fucking chased the geezer with a baseball
bat with his fucking missus’ dress on. Imagine! Him!”

Bonehead: “Well it was 3am and I couldn’t go out
with fuck all on. So the nearest thing to hand was me
bird’s dress. So I stuck a dress on, took a baseball bat
and went out to the street. And I'm on the street going,
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‘Comme back with me fucking door-knocker, ya fucking
students” And we live on a quiet Jittle avenue, and all
the neighbours are hanging out the windows going
‘Checlt him out! Weirdo!’ but that’s part and parcel

of being in this band. I'm wondering what he's doing
with me door-knocker. Something double veird,

T'll bet. He’s probably mad for shagging me, but the
nesrest he could get was me door-knocker.”

Blimey - nefarious sexual activity involving
suthentic Victorian house-fittings. Noel never hinted
at anything like this. But he did hint at the likely
outcome of the increasingly farcical Blur versus Oasis
spat: “You can see it's gorna end up with our Liam
hitting one of 'em.”

Bonehead, for his part, says he couldn't care less
sbout not getting to Number One. “Well, if he weren't,
he weren't) sniffs Liam, “but I was, ‘Cos [ want
Number Ones, I think Roll With It is 2 great song.

I met that Alex [James, Blur] the other week in the
pub, and I thought 'm not gonna sit there (pulls
face), so I bombed over and said, ‘Congratulations
on Number One - it’s about fucking time, mate! And
he goes, ‘Oh yeah, But both our fucking songs were
shit anyway’. And I went, No, this is where you're
wrong. And this 15 why T fuckin’ hate your band, and
you. I thought our song was top’. And then I went,
‘Do you want a lae? And gave him one and it was
cool, But I stll think they’re shit”

Bonehead: “They could have gone to Number One
and we could have gone to Nurnber 102 - give a shit.
We know that we've written and recorded a song that
we're gonna be playing in 20 years’ ime cos we're
proud of it. It's numbers. Figures, charts. Give a shit”

Liam. “Tt was their tirne for Number One If they're
not gonna get a Number One now, ther. when the fuck
are they? They've been going for five s, had four
albums out. We go in at Number Twc, give a shit.

We still sold more records than ‘Some Might Say’, so
that’s an achievement. But all that shit about having
that inflatable Namber One... How sad is that? You're
there to do your gig, not tum it into It’s A Knockout!
Where does it end? I'm not gonna get wound up by a
bunch of middle-class idots, I'll just end up slapping
one of them.”

Which would, of course, be a real help.

Bonehead: “T1l tell you where it's gonna end. Instead
of being Blur and Oasis itll be Millwall and Man City or
Man United. There’s gonna be coachloads of madheads
just to fight. And that was gonna happen, which is why
we switched the date. We don't want fans getting hurt,’

Liam: “I know eoachfuls of Mancs who were gonna go
dowm there and slap the fuck out of them, and batter
the band. We're sick of it. Hooligans, we've got enough
of that shit. And who gets blamed for it® Not Blur.
We'll get the hooligan tag, We make music. We're not
scallies, we're pros, We've had that scally shit, it’s over.*

Bonehead: “That's why we joined the band, to get
out of it. At the end of a day we were brought up in an
environment. United, City, fight, stab, quns, Moss Side,
all the rest of it. So what d'you do? You start a band to
getout of it. And we don’t wanna go back to what we
left That’s why we're doing this - 'cos we love music
and to get out of the streets of Manchester, not because
Fin an ex art student who's up for caus'ng chaos, Blur
- wake up to the fact that it’s all good publcity but it's
gonna end up with somebody being stabbed to death”

Liam: “Some mad cockney who's into their band’ll
get battered by some mad Manc or vice versa, and you
don't need it”

Bonehead: “So before it happens, let’s hit this nail right
on the head and sack it. We'll get on with our music,
you get on with your music, and let’s just fucking do it.
Who cares who's at Number One™

Talking of sacking, was it difficult to get rid of Tony?

“I’M NOT HERE TO SELL MESELF. ALLI KNUW IS,I’M A

SINGER IN A BAND, AND I’'M PROUD OF IT” LIAM GALLAGHER

Liarn: “No, it was dead easy. We've had that sh' with
himn for ages, and it should have happened a long time
ago. He's not into musie, he doesn't ovn a xrecord, he
don’t love playing his deumkit. I never once seen him
hit his floor tom, I never once saw him rock out Soit's
see you 'ater. We all know the score, we all know the
fuckin’ script. I've no guilt trip about Tony because I
thought we needed a new drummer. Marcus [Russezll,
managet] was going Den’t do it’, 'cos you ain't got
anyonc else’ And I was going, “Too right we ain’, but if
we don’t get rid of him, we won't have anyone.’

“He was being lazy. He was being rude to the
customers. This is business, this is our life. We told him
to do the right thing and leave. He’s going, ‘No, I don’t
wanna! And I said, 1 know vou don’t but I don’t wanna
sack you. You know the score, vie're not buzzin’ off
you no more, in fact you're just not our mate no more,
because of this and that and because you're so fucking
ignorant and you won't get your act together™

Bonehead: “I'm surprised he put up with 1t for so long.
Now Whitey’s come along and he's turned the whole
thing upside down, It’s a prop 21 band now.”

Alan White was a former member of Starclub, on
whose album he never actually played. In comparison
to this “over-produced” apprenticeship, Oasis, he
admits, can sometimes feel like organised chaos.

“But if the band was hunky dory all the time I don't
think it would be where it was, You need a but of spice, a
bit of annoying-ness to keep it going. 'm pleased with
the album, though. Some of the playing isn't technically
brilliant, but that's what makes it exciting”

He also affirtns the new mood of relaxation in the
studio, Noel G is no tyrant.

“That's right,” nods Liam. “Well, he’s got control to a
certain extent. Our kid can never tell ms how to behave
when I'mn onstage 'eos I'm a singer, and that's the
fucking beauty of it all, the beauty of Oasis. We've got
arhythm guitarist who wants to be a rhythin guitarist
and a singcr who wants to be a singer. I don't wanna be
a songwritey, ] can't writc songs for Oasis. I'm just the
singer, and I'm double proud of it, and all.

“Noel writes the songs, but wi've all got ears. Noel

needs to be told and I tell him. That's how half our rucks
start ] can't just sit there and go, Duubk’. We are the
band, Everyone givec a bit of input, sometimes 1t works,
somer raes it doesn’t. That line ‘So Sally can watt’ on
‘Don’t Look Back In Anger’ - that was rae. I'm not going
to tell you what it’s about, but we was in America and
Noel was doing this song. And 1 walked him and said,
“You know what you're singing thers? Don't - sing ‘Se
Sally can watt. And he goes, ‘Alright’, and he sings

it. He won't admit it, cos he’s like that, he reclons he
wrote it Meg was going to him, ‘Who's Sally? and he's
going, ‘Oh, no-one’. Why didn't he just say our kid said
it He won't because he needs that recognition all the
time, which is fair play. Noel’s a strange chap.”

Bonehead: “He just leaves us to it. We know what we
wanna do. He trusts someohe to come in the studio and
do their bit. And nine times out of 10 it works.”

Liam: “Cos Qasis has grown. Noel writes the songs,
but our lad knows we're all into it

Liam, do you enjoy being a pop star?

Bonehead: “He loves it.”

Liam: “I think1t's top, me. Some days 1t does me head
1, just hice some days being a greengrocer does your
head in. The thing that freaks me out is that you're
walking down the street and people looking at you
fmow you, or think they do, and you don't lmow them.”

“The majority of the press we've had makes us out to
be these madheads who only appeal to dickheads who'd
stick a bottle over your head. But I've had six-year-
old girls kmockin® at me door for autographs and I've
ended up speaking to sophisticated businessmen who
go, Love your music’, and that freaks me out, because
they see you for your music, I'm thinking, “‘What are
you knocking at my door for? Yow'rs only six and we're
meant to be these mad cokeheads!

“I'm wondering what her mam says when she
gets home and says, T've just got Liam out of Oasis’
autograply’. But the people, proper people, they see you
for what you are. I'm not talking to these businessmen,
thinking, T nothing like you, why are you buying me
a drink?’ The reason he’s buying me a drink is ‘cos he
thinks the music’s cool.
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“1 did an interview with The Face and the geezer
goes, ‘Everyone thinks you're a thick idiot’, and I go,
Fair enough’, but I kmov that not everyone thinks
that. Somecne over there wiu think 'm a thick idiot,
someone over there will think I'm a top singer and
then someone who I really do know will think 'm a
fucking wise man. You can spend your life thinking
[ want everyone to love me — that will never happen.
I'm not here to sell meself. All 1 know is I'm a singer
in a band. I'm fucking double proud of it. Like
Justine from Elastica, she just thinks I'm a fucking
rude cunt.”

Bonehead: “Well, you are”

Liam; “Well yesh, I was the other night. I'was double
rude to her the other night, going, ‘Get your tits out”.
It's her boyfriend, innit, ’cos I love getting him at it
"aos he’s a dick. If anyone said that to my bird I'd chin
the cunt, But I fancy her!” he exclaims, with sudden
and quite unforeseen tendemess. “T'm mad for her.
And she thinks I'm a double rude lad, but if she sat
dovm and talked to me she’d understand, I'd take
her cut for a meal anyday. I'd go, ‘Come on, let’s go
for a meal, let’s chill’ But you know how she said she
wouldn’t mind getting her tits out for Playboy? Right,
The other rught I said, “Ere Justine, get your tits out,
come on you slag.” don’t say that, though, no don’t.
’Cos T'm mad for her and that'd fuck it right up”

Bonehead: “Fuck what right up?”

Liamn: “Me gettin’ inte her. I'm having her, man”

Bonehead: “Are you fuck! There's no way!”

Liam: “In the next six months, right, it'll be all over the
press - I'll have been with her. T tell you. Anyvriy, so she
goes up for this award the other night and I'm pissed
up, going, ‘Get your tits out’. And I lmow she’s mad for
it. ] ain’t being serious, I'm up for a bit of rock’n'roll. She
told me to fuck off and I loved it”

What exactly did she say?

Liam. “She went, Tuck off, you cunt. ‘Why'’s that?’ She
said, There’s no fuckin’ need for saying get your tits
out, you cunt’ I went, ‘Come on - girls who dig boys
who dig girls who dig boys. . T dig you and I know you
cig me, so let’s get it on” But she still fuclked me off”

Bonehead: “You've got no fuckin’ chance! (Zeaning
forward, conspiratorially) He thinks he does, thougl.”

Liam. “Print it! I reckon she’s mad for it, and deep
down she’s well into me. It just takes a little time”

Boneh._ad: “You're goin’ around it the wrong way,
though. Listen to your old man of the band 'ere.”

Liam: “No I'm not! I'm joking, but I do think there’s
something there, zven though she won’t admit it”

Bonehead;: * T'hus 16 gorma kick off a big one?”

Liam; “No it’s not. Listen do you remember that
cartoon with the skunk?”

Bonehead: “Papé La Pew?”

Liam; “Haha! P'm the skunk. I am Pepé Le Pew!”

Bonehead: “I'm out of this. Yow're gonna start a war off
here. Go or, I'm mad for it, though. Go on!”

Liarn: “I know! She’s mad for it. She’s thinking, ‘Fuck
off you little scally’, but Tl have ‘er in the end”

You're saying that curiosity will get the better of her?

Liam: “What does that mean®’

Bonehead: “Yeah! It will do! She’ll suceurnb to his
laddish charms! Those puppy dog eyes, man!”

Liarn: “We'll see. I reckon it’s happening”

Bonehead: “You? Sweaty, beard, arse... You hadn’t had
a bath for three days?”

Liam: “Ey? At the Mercury Awards I was looking cool
as fuck. Better than that dick she goes home with. OK,
that’s that then. Just had to get that in*

Tn a noble attempt to defuse the terrifying Tm raore-
of-a-lad-than-thou-(especially-if-thou-are-a-member-of-
Blur)’ conversational drift, Bonehead confesses that his
favourite song on the new album is the elegiac ‘Cast No
Shadow’. Indeed, it makes him cty.

“| LISTENED T0 A CD OF
OUR ALBUM, BULLIN’ OFF IT.
GOT TO ‘CAST NO SHADOW’

AND I’M ON THE FLOOR

CRYING’” BONEHEAD

“"Cos it hits me right therc in the heart. Not a lot of
songs do that for ma. Actually, that Nirvana track Jesus
Doesn't Want Mc For A Sunbeam’ on Unplugged’, me
and him have blubbed over that song”

Liam: “It’s true. It's good to cry”

Bonehead: “Music makes me cry. So I got a CD of
our album and brought it home, sat down with a beer,
thought T'm gonna listen to this". Buzzin' off it. Got to
“Cast No Shadow’ and I'm on the floor erying. My bird’s
hke ‘Ch, not another one’. That’s what it's all about.”

Interestingly, Liam plumps for ‘Don’t Look Back In
Anger’, again from the album’s melancholic wing and
on which he doesn’t perform.

‘T don't know, I just love 1t, think it's a great song It
don't make me cry, 1t Just makes me feel good. I can't
explain it. The words, the band, everything. I'm not even
playing, so it’s got to be a good song if I'm saying that”

Do you mind not singing it?

Liam: “No, when our ldd went, ‘Right, you've got a
choice: ‘Wonderwall’ or Don't Look Back In Anger’, it
done me head in. I said, T wanna sing both, you dick’,
But I chose ‘Wonderwall’ ‘cos it was right. But I don’t
think T could have sung ‘Don’t Look Back In Anger’ the
way he sung it. And when I hear it ] think it's great”

Bonehead: “When we do it live he's standing at the
side of the stage cheering. That's your chance to get out
onthe balcony and watch Qasis”

Liam: “Well, Iwouldn't like seeing Oasis when I'm
there, which I never do see. But P've seen you four play
loads of times when you're jamming and all that”

Bonehead: “What's that likc?*

Liam: “Fuckin’ top. Feels a bit weird and that but.. 1
think they’re the best group in the world. I mean that.

_IT'S LIKE WE'RE IN A CAR GOING 100MPH, WE'RE RREAKING THE SPERD LIKIT _

You've had Ian Brown goir?, ‘Oh yeah, the Roses are the
best band in the world..” Bullshit! You can stick your
fuckin’ Jimi Hendrix/Led Zeppelin crap up your arse.
Pve heard their Jams, ran, and they’re as heavy as fuck.
Totally different from the Qasis sound. This 1s the best
band in the world and I'm the best singer in the fuckin’
world. That's fact. And 1 love it”

What will you do when it’s not thers?

Liam: “When you walk onstage and the erowd's like,
this is shit, lost the plot That worties me. But maybe
we can end it in a nice way. Maybe they’ll be buzzin’
tight to the end”

Bonehead- “ know that when this ends I'll go round
to my local and he'll be sitting there. It won't be over
in the sense that we'rc never gonna see each other.”
Liam- “Me and him see more of each other than
anyone else, 'cos them lot live down there. But never
one day goes k57 und I think I don’t wanna see our kid.

"Cos there’s alv; /s summat happening”

Erm, like the other day, when Liam and Bonehead
got throwm out of a pub near their hotel, then were
set upon by the landlord and his bouncers.

“All I asked for was for ancther drink and he said,
"No, you've 'ad enough’” protests Bonehead.
Liam. “And we weren't even pissed.”
Doyou get picked on for being in Oasis?
Bonehead: “I think we did that day. [ thought
straight away it was a set-up. We've been drinking
there all day, the manager’s rang The Sun, goes,
‘Get your photographer down here, we'll lkick 'em out,
have a big wade in, Oasis In Pub Brawl, top story’. l was
waiting for the cameras to arrive”

Liam: “We were in the bar at the hotel 20 minutes
latey, getting lushed up again, goin’, ‘What the fuck
went on there® It’s better than all that Fwas-havin™-a-
drink-with Paul last night-shit”

Ah yes. Mr Weller. How corne Noel hangs out with
rock stars and you chaps just get beaten up in pubs?

Bonehead: “Rock stars?! We were drinkin’ with Julian
Lennon and John Entwistle and Robbie Williars last
night! That's rock stars!”

Liam: “So you can fuck your Paul Weller! Bonshead
had never been to Brown’s before, and I thought he had
to 9o, ’cos he'll buzz off it”

Soyou just swanned into a fancy club like Brown's...

Liam- “No sweat.”

Bonehead: “I got Alan McGee i, Him being Scottish
and with two women, he was worried about how much
it would *cost him. I said to the bouncer on the door,
‘Alright mate, Bonehead from Qasis, yeah? And he
goes Tine’. And 1 said, ‘And this is Alan McGee and his
two mates, they’re with me’. The guy goes, ‘Yeah, on
you go'. And I'm like, ‘I've got two quad in me pocket
and you've got a million-and-a-half in your bank and
you still can’t get into Brown's!”

Liam: “So I had a top chat wath Julian Lennon. He
said, "Yeah, I've been lookin’ out for you lot, think you're
great’. SoI started goin’ on about his old bay, ‘cos I'm
mad forit. I'm not going to say what I said ‘cos 1t was
out of order. Just between me and him.

Bonehead; “John Entwistle. Deaf as 2 bat He said,
Your band, great. Remind me of cur band’, I said,
Who he said, That's the one!” Hahal”

Are you comfortable with all the female attention you
seem to get now, Liam?

Liam: “I'm mad for 1t, I've had the best fucldn’ time.”

Not ready to settle down, then?

Liam: “Not at all”

Bonehead: “Yesh, he is, look at those eyes, man!”

Stare long and hard into Liam Gallagher’s eyes. Baby
blue and ice. Nasty and nice. Pup and pitbull. What's
the story?

“I'm alad,” he finally says, with an air of finality. “And
that’s fuclan’ that”

2 January 3010 NME 17

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

KNEBWORTH

asis’ two 1996 shows at Knebworthwere  at the peak of their powers, playing on nuclear throttlc

at once the precipice of what Britpop the once-in-a-generation songs that had been taken to
stood for, the Cool Britannia elique’s the nation’s hearts. They debuted ‘My Big Mouth’ and
summer party and, for the 250,000 Tt’s Getting Better (Man!?)’ for the fan’ fans, but really,
people who got a ticket, a night to take this was all about the thrill of listening to 125,000 voices
1o the grave. It was also an awesome rock show. bellowing back at you each night.
The decision to play Knebworth House itself was And at the end, the mighty John Squire came and

a pointed one; the site having played host to landmark  doffed his cap and played the solo to ‘Champagne
shows by roclds most lumbering giants like Queenand  Supernova’, a song that by now encapsulated the

Led Zeppelin. Oasis were out to prove that they could spirit and optimism of a country nearing the end of
stand asidc any one of them. Three million people - 18 years of Conservative rule, As moments that defined
that’s one in 20 Britons —had appled for tickets. The a generation go, Oasis at Knebworth sits alongside The
7,000-strong guestlist included the likes of Kate Moss, Beatles at Shea Stadium, Hendrix at Woodstock and the
Jarvis Cocker and Mick Hucknall. A support line-up Sex Pistols at the Lesser Free Trade Hall. Dan Martin
ranging from Manic Street Preachers to The Prodigy

and The Charlatens proved how tight this band's grip Oasis at Knebworth House, August 10, 1996.

on culture really was, What these people got wags aband  Photographed by Jill Furmanovsky
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‘D’You Know What I Mean? is at Number One in the singles charts, and the world
is waiting with baited breath to find out what Oasis have been up to after all the
tabloid-dominating, Number 10-visiting, generation-defining madness. With the
release of ‘Be Here Now’ just a month off, NME’s Ted Kessler listens as Liam
describes it as “just great”, while Noel claims it’s louder and denser than what

has come before. Both of them are drinking Orange Hooch. Crazy times

n

swear [ didn't know he was going to wear his,”
says Noel, fingering his designer loge. “Do you
think I'd have turned up wearing the same
clobber as that cunt on purpose?”

“Yeah, right,” srurks Liam, “you were on the
phone to Patsy going, ‘What's he wearing? I've
got to make sure it matches.”

Noel rolls his eyes. “Er, right. We should make sure we
get some money off Kangol for this”

“Too right! Can't wear anything these days.”

“Yeah,” agrees Noel. “Cai’t wear anything these days
without someone trying to give us money for it. Bloody
tertible that is. Do you want a sarnie?’

“No, but I'm mad for a beer” Liatn swivels round
looking for his security guard. “Get us a couple of beers,
mate. 'm going to hit fucking Paris tonight! I've been 1n

for three days and nights daing fuck zll, just watching
Neighbours twice a day. 'm getting a thing for Helen
fucking Daniels and it’s not healthy' I am gasping for
a proper night out, It’s going to be top'”

Noel momentarily brightens, It’s not been a great
rnormng but the future smells sweeter. “Yeah,” he says,
nudgnng his brother, “just you and me 1 Paris! We're
going to have a right party! Patsy and Meg will be
pamcking ringing the hotel rooms, wondeting where
we are and we won'’t be there, We'll be out?” “Yeah,”
agrees Liam decisively, “we’ll be right cut!”

But first, perhaps, a little more time in. We only have a
few hours before the train pulls out of Waterloo, but
these will be hours well spent, on the "ast day in June in
anorth London studio, staring out a photographer with
glacial cool before taking tums to impart wild

nonsense and steel sense into a microphone. It willbe
time spent reflecting upon what it means and how it
feels to be the two higureheads in the biggest and best
rock'n'roll band of our generation as they prepare to
unleash another epic recard. It will be time too,

for Oasis to step back into the nng and casually take
a huge bite out of their opponents’ ears.

“] see Hurricane #1 went 1n at Niunber 35" hotes
Noel, chomping into his BLT and nodding at his press
officer. This 1s not a congratulation, but an opening jab
at labelmates who recently and foolishly lashed out at
Liam in NME. “That’s 35 places too high in my book.”

“Hurricane #17” queries Liam, sauntering over. “He
copics my haircut and then slags me offl What's that
about? But I ain’t into this bickering between bands
now. I'm a married man. I'll just blank the cunt”

20 HME 2Javary so10

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com



http://magazinesdownload.com/

It is one month on from the release of

L 2 J U L Y WHAI wns Hupp[NINE Radiohead's ‘0K Computer' and The

1 9 9 7 Verve's ‘Bitter Sweet Symphony’. Gianni Versace is gunned to death

sinking of a certam ship in 1912

outside his residence in Miam, Florida, and the remains of Che Guevara
are finally returned to Cuba for burial. Post-production delays have pushed
back the scheduted arrival of what will hecome the highest grossing film
of ail time. It stars Leonardo DI Caprio and Kate Winslet, and concerns the
“No you won't, you'll batter the eunt!’
“Whe'll | batter? Hurricane #1? Never heard of them.
Isn't that some indie band with the guy from Erasure
in them?’

THEY’RE BACK, then. Two years, millions of sales,
& thousand tabloid eolumn inches of wild speculation, a
few fights and two Knebworth shows since their last
album, {What’s The Story) Morning Glory? and the
maost famous British brothers since the Charltons
finally have a new single out. If you own & radio you'll
have already heard D’You Know What I Mean?"s seven
sprawling minutes of anthemic psychedelia. You'll also
know that it's Oasis’ most ambitions work te date, and
among their most satisfying

“Yesh,” agrees its author Noel as he watches his
brother, the singer and rock'n'roll star, being snapped,
“Ijust wish the rest of the album sounded like that. It’s
good, but the next one will be better.”

Well, the guitarist is a bit grumpy right now. He'll
cheer up later with the assistance of a couple of Orange
Hooches though, and talk proudly of how Qas:s’
fortheoming album, ‘Be Here Now’, 15 a mixtare of the
best aspects of their previous two albums. He'll explain
about how it’s the third and final chapter in the first part
of the Qasis story and how he plans to radically
overhaul the band’s sound for the next album He'll
confidently outline his future strategy, talk honestly
about how close Oasis came to splitting last year, about
their recent history too - confirming or denying alt
relevant gossip — and offer his opinion on everything
from press intrusion to drugs and God. Right now,
though, he's going to finish his sandwich

Liam, meanwhile, ic in fine futtle A constant whirl of
movement and jabber, he's a bit like The Fast Show
character who reckons everything's brifliant. Only he's
not so sure that everything is brilliant.

“Do you like sleeping® he asks out of the blue.

Er, yeah.

“T fucking hate sleeping, me. Boring! { wish I didn't
have to sleep, 1t's such a waste of time. I'd rather be
up, living"

“But,” says one of his entourage, “what about when
you're in bed with your woman and holding her tight,
that’s alright 1sn't it?*

“Yesh argues Liam, “but then you fall asleep and it
makes ne difference. Yau're off to the land of fucking
nod, dreaming of fucking dinosaurs and Manchester. I'd
rather be out, except I can't even do that at the moment.
I get agoraphobia sometimes when I'm out.

“Like, I went to Oxford Street the other day tobuy a
suit and [ got the fear, I was surrounded by people
asking me for things so I sacked the suit and jumped
in a cab and nailed the doors down. It's bad, man. if I''m
pissed, though, it's OK. I can monkey about with thern
and get on with business. That’s the trick. Always be
alittle bit pissed.”

He shrugs and wanders overto join his brother having
his photo taken. As they stand together Liam starts
singing ‘I Can't Stand The Rain', a song made popular
by cne Tina Turner.

“You what?” says Nocl.

“Tina Turner is top!”

“What, even ‘Private Dancer’?”

“Top tune!”

“Tt’s shit! What about, ‘We Don’t Need Another
Hero™"

“Top fucking tune"”

‘s shit!”

‘“River Dcep Mountain High”! Top tune!”

‘“You're right,” grimaces Noel, “That is a top tune.”

A few minutes later Liam wanders back.

“Right,” he says, “are we going to have this interview?
I'm mad for a bit of chat”

LIAM GALLAGHER the man with the child in his
eyes. Funny, unpredictable, hyperactive, bewitching and
electric, The pitch-perfect but raw and emotional voice
of his generation. The man of a thousand moods, mad
for many different things. Here are just some of the
things about which he is mad this morning: the
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Association’s finals, of which
he has been walching much between Neighbours. It’s
top, and he’s going to the final. Patsy Kensit, his wife.
She’s lovely and he loves her. Marriage: it's top. Patsy’s
young son, Jamnes, his stepson. They do everything
together, they’re mates, It’s top.

‘What else? Hooch, he has just discovered, is a pretty
nifty drink. It tastes of orange squash, but it gets you
pissed. Got to be a goed thing. The island of Capn,
where he recently vacationed, is a place of much beauty,
tranquillity and mystery. And the word cunt. One of
his favourites.

“Cuntis a great word. I'm a cunt, you're a cunt, he’s
acunt. Top swear word. Cunt!”

So, yeah, Liam is mad for many things, but chat?

“Ne, I'm mad for that.’

And he is, he’s mad for chat. Mad for it right up until
he sits down in the brightly lit make-up room and gets
himself involved 1n the question-and-answer thing. He's
polite and accommodating, he'll answer any question
asked. But if he can answer 1t in one word, then he will.
See, he’s also pretty mad for getting out of here and
going to Paris. Comntrivance isn't really his bag.

Last time NME interviewed you, you said you loved
being a pop star, is that still the case?

“No, I'm not a pop star. I'm a rock'n‘roll star, And I'm
mad for 1t

Even with all the tabloid press and TV intrusion?

“T like that, I need them to give me a kick up the arse.
Ctherwise I'd just be sat in getting fat, counting all me
money. It's good people living on your doorstep and
looking through your bins. Gives you energy.”

‘What happened then, when you left that last
American tour at Heathrow, claiming that you had to
go look for a house?

“Twent to get a house”

Why did you wait until then?

“Becanse we'd just sold the house that day, right, and we
had to get out in the next 10 days. I thought, Fuek it, 'm
not going to America if 've got nowhere to live, spending
two weeks 1n a hot=l in America and then conrng back
and going toa no'el in England” It’s not on. No chance.
Loads of people staring at you onstage all the time and
you've got nowhere to live? You need a home. Everybody
does. It's the most important thing in life”

‘Were you surprised about all the fuss it caused?
“Yeah! Saying [ don't give a shit about Americal 'Cos

T do! But we should've sacked that tour anyway. Should
have stayed at home and had sotne time off. Stayed at
home and madc the album™

Are you pleased with Noel’s new songs?
“Top' The album is great, just great. Once we're all
together as a band then that is normality. The rest of it
is bollocks. Loads of fucking knobs who don’t know how
to shag chasing you around wath cameras. Should be
home with their wives, taking the dog for a walk"

‘What do you think ‘T’"You Know What I Mean?

is about?

“Dunno. It's personal. I can't tell you what it’s about.

H I say it's about people putting shooters to your head
and he [Noel] comes and says something else, then 1t’s
whatever. You gotta decide. But it’s top, It's Oasis.”

What’s a typical Liam Gallagher day like?

“Get up at six o'clock in the morning Jog around the
park, shit and fart all day, No. Just sit in, really. Do a bit
of shopping and try and keep it as normal as possible, I
am normal, 'm just a normal lad, but life’s fast. You've
just got to take it easy, calm it down. Watch Neighbours.
I'm sick of Newghbours though. We did those gigs in
Armerica. Came home. Chilled out. Didn’t play golf. Just
being a good husband really”

How is marriage?
“King top!”

Your matriage was a pretty tricky manosuvre,

“All that tabloid stuff is a pain in the arse, isn’t it?
Gotta be done, I suppose, got fuck all else to write
about. Fd rather they wrote about me than some other
dick. I'm interesting”

Do you want to have kids?

“Yeah! ] wani 20! Sell 16 and keep four! Take
the eyebrows off, though, they don’t come with
the eyebrows!”

If you had three wishes what would they be?

“To live forever. No, | don't want to live forever. [ will
live forever. Love and peace, I'm a hippy, me. And
Iwars e get a few quid in the back pocket and chill,
know w'at I mean® I'm happy now, got everything

I want, done everything I want to do. I'm 24 years old,
frorn Burnage, Manchester, it’s more than I could ever
imagine, But then aliens might land in 1999. You never
know, do you?”

Do you believe in aliens?

“Course I do. I'm not frightened by them though, I'm
as smart as them, Probably thick as fuck, aren't they?
Big goggly-eyed big head, man, they haven't got

a fucking clue, if they did they weould come out and
sort us out because we're as thick as fuck. I'm not
frightened of them.”

Do you fancy space travel?
“T'mwell up for 1t. Only 1f I eould get back, though,
Twouldn’t want to get lost in space. Fancy just nipping
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m and nipping out, just check 1t out I'd do their fucking
heads 1n, them aliens, man. Freak 'em right out. They’d
be like (puts on robotic alten voice), Farkang hell,
farlang hell! Let’s get back to Planet Knob! I'd do their
heads mn, me, frighten the Life out of them! That's why
they haven't landed yet. They're going (for some reason
these now are Cockney aliens) Fuck that, can’t land
while he’s about! I'd take them out and get them
slaughtered. I would make them turn green then!”

How are you and Noel getting on?

“Smashing. Still have the odd fight.. actually I want to
smack him now! Right m the kapper! No, great.
Everything's fine. We'll never split up, we're brothers.
Andif Oasis ends, then1t'll end on a high Who knows?
We mught still be together in 50 years, still playing
music, whichl be nice”

Have you learnt to play guitar yet?
“Neo, I'm getting there though I wrote something on it
the cther day, on me Hummingbird, It’s called ‘The Lost
Chord’. I've not really wrote 1t, I've wrote the tune, Tt
start on the lymes next, Do you kmow Scarface? It's like
that, moody as fuck. I don’t kmow whether to have
a skiffly beat, or a slow one, keep changing it
“Whatever happens in the future is good, though. I'm
an optimistic bastard, me. There’s a lyric on the record
that goes, ‘They're trying hard to put me nmy place,
hut the future’s mne, it’s your disgrace’. That's us, man”
And that’s Liam Gallagher, off to the pub with his
minders before catching a train to Paris to get pissed.
A normal rmllionaire heartthrob from Burnage,
Manchester, a regular lad who's so far ahead of the
opposition now that he’s had to start a slanging match
with bands from outer space

TIME, THEN, for the maestro. Noel Gallagher
has a wholly different interview techmque to his
younger brother.

“You'll need to get your pillow out when that cunt
starts talkang” advises Liam on his way out. “You'll be
here all mght before you get to your second question ™

It's true. Noel does think 1t's good to talk. When he's
had enough of being the songwrter and mastermind
behind Britamn’s most popular band smce The Beatles,
he could probably make a healthy living on the
after-dinner speech circuit, In the meanume, though,
pull up & chair, crack open another Hooch, and histen to
the little fella go...

How does it feel to be back with a new record at last?
“Pretty fucking good, considering 1t wasn’t gong to
happen at all in the first place. There was a lot of hype
and speculation because, well, when you're not touring
and not doing much, the stuff that gets written about
you is usually bullshit 1bet there’s some kid somewhere
who just started getting mto music about six months
ago who doesn’t realise we're a band, who just thinks we
live in the papers for some reason. So we had to make a
record. We were getting sick of hearing ‘Wonderwall’
every two rninutes on the radio. It’s good to get back in
the ring, man.”

What was the atmosphere like making the record?
“Er, didn’t start off too well, to be honest. I had this 1dea
that we'd do 1t around the corner from our house in
Abbey Road and everybody would turn up when they
turned up, do thew bats and fuck off, but it didn’t turn
out that way. There was too many tabloid journalists
lonocking about in corridors and shut like that. So we did
three tracks in Abbey Road and then once we'd done
that we moved down to Ridge Farm and that was top. It
was like being the band again Just sittng up all mght
talking bullshit and making music.”

Did you write D’Vou Know What [ Mean? last?

“T had the chords for about a year, I kept doing it at
soundchecks on the acoustic guitar, although the
melody was totally different. I officially wrote 1t last
May when [ went away to hail all the songs, but I
actually had it long before then We deliberately left 1t
’tl last to record because we tend to do all the B-sides
first just to get all our heads around being back in the
studio. We left that one until last because we knew it
would be the single. So 1t's got a sound that’s a bit more
advanced than the rest of the album. The songwmiting 1s
going to change for the nesxt one though, and that’s 2
hint of what's to come Gonna get mto a bit of Welsh
rap, get MC Dafydd in the band and rock the valleys!”

Speaking of which, is there really a sample of NWA
on the single?

“Yeah. It runs right through the song and Alan sort of
drums on top and you can't really tell what 1t 1s, there’s
a hit before the guitar solo and, anyway, hike a
knobhead, I did this interview for Rofling Stone and
said, There’s an NWA sample on the new single’ and
my manager goes, Doh! Why did you say that, you daft
cunt, gotta pay 'em now!’ I bought the album ‘Stranght
Outta Compton’ when it came out, 1t's the first rack on

the album, and I don’t know where they sampled those
drums from but... I remember when me and the origimnal
engmeer, Mark Coyle, used to do dance stuff years ago,
we put those drums on a track for about half-an-hour
because we thought 1t was so amazing. Just the pace
and the sound of it suits that song”

What's the backwards stuff on the single?

“Funny thing 15, we did this interview in America

a few weeks ago and thus fella thought that bit goes,
“The walrus was Bonehead'! 1 sand, You are defimtely
smoking too much pot if you even think that I might
think that Bonehead 1s even « walrus, never mind the
fucking walrus!’ Me and Owen produced it, but Mark
Coyle was there because he’s our lucky mascot and he
was talking mto a sampler and sampling us talking.
Just bits and bobs, random stuff to fill the seven-and-a-
half mnutes, It doesn’t say, ‘Kill Crispran Mills’ or
anything, Although, you know, not a bad idea as such..”

Who are your “people’™

“The fans, reaily. Not so much mates. It's just a call to
arms. When I was witing it I was going to put
something really profound after ‘all my people right
here, nght now, but T couldn’t think of anything that
didn’t sound corny, so I went for ‘d’you know what I
mean?’. Those people will know, which is why it’s called
‘D’'You Know What I Mean?. Very tidy”

‘When Liam sings, “I met my maker and I made him
cry”, are you talking about God?

“God, yeah. On Judgement Day, if there ever 1s one, T'll
have a few things to say to that fucking cunt. I'm usually

pissed when I'm vmting, or stoned, so 1t could be about
fuck all really, Who knows? But 1 do think thatand a
song on the alburn called ‘Fade In-Out’ are the best two
Iyrics P've ever written. Saying that, they wouldn’ have
to be much cop to beat some of my fucking lyrics,
would they? It's all about cultural images more than
anything. I know what it's about, and the rest of the
band know what 1t's about, even though you cotddn't
easily define 1t It’s not a song about religion, it’s not

a song about shagging birds, 1t's not a song about
taling drugs, 1t’s about all them things.”

The song seems to be pitting your people against
God’s. Do you think Oasis are more important to the
youth of today than God?

“Now that’s a loaded question! I would have to say,
without a shadow of a doubt, that is true. Yeah Football
1s more important to me than rehgion. Some of the pop
stars ] like are more important to me than Ged, so yeah.
I would hope we mean more to people than putting
money m a church basket and saying 10 Hail Marys on
a Sunday. Has God played Knebworth recently?”

On ‘Angel Child’, the B-side of the new single, you
sing “I gave all my money to people and things/And

“WE’LL NEVER SPLIT UP,
WE'RE BROTHERS. AND IF
OASIS ENDS, IT'LL END ON

A HIGH. WE MIGHT STILL BE
TOGETHER IN 50 YEARS”

the price I'm still paying for the shit that it brings,
doesn’t fill me with hope for the songs thatyou sing”.
Who's that aimed at?

“I suppose 1t’s about the way that whenever I put my
foot in my mouth I always get a letter off some cunt
telling me how much 1t's going to cast me. It’s like when
we were leading up to Earls Court and there was all the
stuff that I'd said about Damon and Auds. The Terrence
Higgins Trust wanted all the profits from those Earls
Court gigs. Which profits? Those profits never existed.
‘We never made any money out of those gigs. We said,
“You ean put a stall up mside the place if you want, but
there’s no profits because all the money goes mto
putting the show on’ The song’s about that sort of
situation. And, I suppose, 1t’s about like when I said that
thing at the NME Awards about drugs being hke a cup
of tea. Right, well, 1 had [drug victim] Leah Betts’

~ parents on the telephone giving me a hard tme, Like,

fucking hell, I don’t know your daughter, I don’t know
your errcumstances. You don't know me, so why don't
you fuck off and leave me alone, It starts off wnth this
big compassion and guilt thing and then at the end of
the line 1t all boils down to how much money are you
going to give us?”’

Most of ‘your people” agreed with you on that one
though.

gh...
“The best thing about that whole scenario was I've got a
cover of the Datly Mtrror that says ‘98 per cent back
Noel on drugs’. Which is a great headline, one for the
grandkids, innit? What I was saying to the geezer was

- and they only used a soundbite - Lock, you know Ido
drugs, ] know you do drugs, everyone m this fuclkuing
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I DOKT WERT TO LIVE FOREVER. I WILL LIVE FOREVER

room does drugs, there's probably some doing drugs in
here nght now. What's the big deal? For most people it'’s
like a cup of blah, blah, blaly’. I suppose I may've gone a
bit far saying all the Members Of Parhament were
heroin addicts, but, I mean, the rest of it was just stating
a fact. ] hate the way that people in this country just
brush 1t underthe carpet.

“The funny thing is I went up to Birmingham after the
awards to do this Ronmie Lane EP wnth Ocean Colour
Scene. It was about five in the mommg, and I was with
Cradock and that, flicking through the pages on Ceefax
trying to get the football scores, and this page flashed
up that said, Neel Accuses Cabinet Of Drug Addiction’!
The phone nngs and 1t’s Marcus [Russell, Oasis’
manager] saymng ‘You better come back to London
now? Ooooops! I was on the phone to hum in the car
and he was saymng You can't go home because you can’t
getnthe street” So I sard to the geezer driving, ‘Go past
our house because I've got to get a picture of that!

“So I stopped off at a garage and got one of those little
disposable cameras and turned the comer and it was
like I'd won the election! Big aerials everywhere, man,
and TV crews combing my garden! Fucking Range
Rovers with satellite dishes on the top, the lot! Meg was
in but she didn’t know anything about it. She got up the
next rorning and starts farting about in the katchen,
opens the curtains and it’s ‘Cekkkkkliceckldkk! So she
phones me up and says, What the fuck did you say last
rught?” I was like (mumbles), ‘Oh, don't ask?

“I had to go and stay in a hotel and T was watching
London Torught and [Tory MP] Michael Howard was on
it tallang about me. I'm sitting there chopping one out
and Michael Howard 1s going, ‘He should be kicked out
of the country.! 'm going (acts chopping o line of
cacaine out), He can't say that! (Sotto voce) Do you
want one of these, mate? That’s bang out of order!” But
he came out with a classic. He said, Thope he goes the
same way as Brian Harvey, ] hope he gets sacked by the
band as well? I thought, ‘Yeah, imagmne that! Imagine
Bonehead coming up to me and going {adopts Home
Counties Dave Rock voice), Now hsten, man, we've had
enough of your mouth, man, you've just got to go! Me
and Guigsy, man, we've had 1t up to here!

“The next day, we had a meeting and I was looking at
them thinking, ‘Maybe they did see 1t after all" I could
just imagime Whitey piping up (perfect Cockney
aceent), ‘It’'s not the group I joined, mate. Sorry, you'll
have to go innt'... What was the question®”

Something sbout ‘Angel Child’,

“Oh, yeah. Sorry. The other song, ‘Stay Young’, not so
sure about that one, As soon as we'd fimshed 1t, Tjust
kept seeing the word ‘Brnitpop’ everywhere. It's just a bit
100 jolty, y'lmow, Nice sentiments, though; ‘stay young
and invincible.”

Beautiful singing from Liam too.

“Ch yeah. His singing is top drawer throughout the
album. T went on holiday for three weeks in January
and 1 left hum thers in the studio to do the singing.

1 got back and they hadn’t done a thmg. They sat there,
getting pissed, didn't do a stroke for the whole three
weeks. T came back, expecting the album to be finished
and went, ‘Right lads, what have you got to play us™
They were hike (pulls hangdog fuce), ‘We were waiting
for you to come back and that! But despite being lazy
cunts, the singing on the album s fucking bnliant. On
Fade In-Out’ the singing 1s so good 1t’s quite scary. One
take as well, which 1sn’t like him.”

Owen Morris said that all the press intrusion gave
Liam’s singing an edge. Would you agree?

“Yeah, the thing about him is that he's still not cottoned
on to how we make him sing an angry song as well as

he dogs. The more you wind him up, the better his
singing is. The more you call him a cunt, the more you
bring the papers i and say, ‘Look what they’re saying
about you, you soft bastard?’, he'll just go in there and
deliver straight away. But he’s got the hardest Ife to
deal with, being the singer and being with Patsy. And to
be honest, I would've thought he'd have gone under by
now. ] was saying to my mam a few months ago, Tt
doesn’t look good, he’s only 24 and it’s not very healthy’
but he’s hung mn there. He loves moaming about it, but
he does fucking love 1t as well. He's always going
around saying, ‘Why are they picking on me? and I'm
going ‘Because you go around punching photographers
m the face, man. That photographer’s going to be
waiting now until he sees you picking your nose and
then he’s going to get you’ He goes, Why’s that®
BECAUSE YOU FUCKING PUNCHED HIM IN

THE MOUTH!”

How bad has the intrusion been for you?
“When you meet people from other bands they've
always shocked by 1t. Richard [Asheroft] from The
Verve came around one night and as he got out of the
car a few photographers jumped out of a car, locked at
hir, said, ‘Don’t know him’ and got back in again. He
was like, Does that always happen outside your houss?,
and I'm like, ‘Yeah, it happens every day. Freaked huim
out But it's been going on for so long now you tend not
to notice it

“We haven't changed over the last three or four years
We've always been the so-called bad boys of English
rock If doing that (Ricks ¢ Vesign) and saying ‘cunt’ in
mterviews constitutes being bad, 1t’s pretty sad really.
I'm not bothered about me though. When I say
something ndiculous and somebody takes 1t the wrong
way, | can take them all standing outside my house. It's
when they go knocking on my mam'’s door, because
she’s like, 56. She doesn't know what's gomng on. She’ll
be like, He said what?" They go, He said takung drugs
15 like having a cup of tea” ‘What?! He doesn't take
drugs, does he? She'll be on the phone going, ‘What did
you say last night® And I'm hike, Er, I don't know
Remind me “Well there’s a load of people here saying
you're going to bomb the American Embassy’ ‘Ch,
must have been taken out of context, mam’”

Do you feel part of someone else’s soap opera?

“Yeah. I don't mind that when we’re on tour or we've got
a record out, but when we're sat around doing nothing
1t's stupid, They just start making it up. As long as we're
kept busy we're alright, It’s Like, this weekend there
were people who'd come back from Glastonbury who
said that the paparazz1 were gong, ‘You know where
they are! And they’re gomg, ‘No, no, he’s athome, Tjust
spoke to him,’ They wouldn't beheve them, T was down
to play wath about 15 bands, I think, Even Radio 1 were
gong ‘Oasis scheduled to play’ I'm hike, M NOT
FUCKING PLAYING' ALRIGHT? But we're grown up
with it now, we're used to it”

Does it put a strain on your relationship with your

wife, Meg?
“No If anything it brings you closer together. There
was a thing 1n the paper a few months ago where I was
supposed to have been with a stripper in New York.
1 was actually doing an interview when I was supposed
to have been 1n New York, so I went to my solicitor and
showed that my passport hadn't even been stamped.
So I had 'em bang to fucking nghts, the ewil bastards
“But, stll, there’s hngering doubts in your missus’
rmnd. Your missus is always, ‘Were you really doing an
mterview?' It's funny, all your mates think you're dead
cool for two weeks and all your missus’ mates think
you're a nght cunt for two weeks.”

How is married life otherwise?

“1 don’t know, it's the samme as being single, really. Tt just
means that she’s going to get more flack in the papers,
but I told her that in the first place. She's a drama queen,
the missus. ‘Look what they're saying about me i the
papers' Boo hoo! I'm like, Do I look like I give a fuck?...
Did they mention me® It's hard for her and Patsy, but
that's the price you pay, you know.

“I can't get that angry about 1t though, because when I
was on the dole there was nothing I liked more than
seeing a celebrity bemng put through the fucking mull,
you know. We get paid enough money to do what we do
and if that's the price, a httle smudey story here and
there, then so be 1t. Usually they only write stories that
have a semblance of truth anyways, because when they
start wrting lies we just sue ‘em. And how can you
damage my character?! In court you can see me gomng,
‘It was a slur on my character” The judge 1s ike (strokes
chin), ‘Are you the same person who accused all MPs of
being heroin addicts and swore on children’s television
and admitted to takang drugs® Get out of 1™

ALL THE stones have a semblance of truth? Hmm,
There was one chapter m the band's recent history that
remains murky. The American saga which started on
August 26, 1996, with Liam walking out of Heathrow
Airport 15 minutes before his band were due to take off
for along and itportant tour of the States, and ended
with Noel leaving Liarn and the rest of the band in
North Carolina on September 11

It was the cover story for days in all the tabloids and
one of the main 1tems on the evening TV programimes.
To many, 1t was apparent that Oasis were splitting up.
What really happened in North Carolina and, first at
Heathrow Airport, when Liam left to buy a house?

“I'll tell you the exact story, nght. He looked me m the
eyes m the Bnitish Airways departure lounge and says,
Tve got nowhere to live, I've got to get somewhere to
lrve? And I was that gobsmacked that I said, Do one
then’ I didn’t actually think he would! He went, ‘Right,
see you m a bit; I saud, Rught, see you mn a bat, fully
expecting him to come back m five minutes’ time. And
he didn't The cunt. He fucked off! When we got to
Amerca everyone was asking me where Liam was and
1 said, ‘You're not going to believe this, he didn't come.
Rught, we've just had three months off for the sole
purpose of buying semewhere to live and he’s just
decided right now - NOW — that he needs to find
somewhere to live’ We all laughed about 1t in the end
because only he could do something hike that, but it was
out of order for the lads and that”

And what happened when you left that tour?

“We were sick of playing that set, we were due to come
straight off that tour, go straight into he studio, record a
new album and go straight back out again, It’s alright
working to a point where you know you're gomng to
have two or three weeks off, but there didn’t ssern to be
any light at the end of the tunnel. And because we're
always on the verge of imploding anyway, we toured
‘.Morning Glory? in just over 12 months all axound the
world, while bands like U2 take two years to do the
same thing. But everything was squashed into a year so
people could get their money’s worth before we split up
It was ludicrous. Everybody was coriplaining, and not
just the band but the crew as well, and Ijust sard, Why
don’t we go home?’

“They were like, ‘We can't go home because of this and
because of that’, and I said, There’s nothing stopping
anyone from getting on a plane and going home.” Qur
Kid suddenly gets an attack of the morals and says we
can’t go home, it ain’t nght. I said, ‘You can shut up, you
never came 1 the first place, you cunt’ Then they said
they couldn’t go home because of the press, and I said,
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Tl show you how easy 1t is to go home? I went to my
room, phoned for a taxa and went to the airport and
came home. That was 1t. There was no argument - well,
there might have been a bit of one, but not as bad as all
that, it wasn't..”

...Splitting up?

“Well, I said 1f nobody wants to do it then I dont give a
shit, It's hard work and that, well playing the guitar 1sn't,
but the constant touring 1s. I said, If nobody wants to
do it then just say so We'll pack 1t in. It's no big deal’
Everybody was moaning, but because I'm mn charge
Tjust said, Tm off’. Then we came back to London and

1 said, Do we want to carry on? Because if we want to
carry on 1t means going mto the studio for six months,
doing a record and gong out on the road again for two
years’ Then somebody came up with the bright idea of
not touring, and I said, T'm up for that but there isn’t
much point in doing a record again if we aren’t going
to tour it. We were playing live three years before we
got a record deal so that’s what the band 1s about It's all
or nothing. We either pack 1t in or we go for it full-on’
1think that as scon as we started making the record

we just said, ‘What are we moaning about, it's a fucking
top laugh.”

Do things ever feel out of control, like you’re the head
of a big brand like Nike or Coca-Cola or something?
“Yeah, yeah. In the early days, even up until
Glastonbury, the first one, until then I'd always made
the decisions. But we came back from being out of the
country and it’s llte, who booked all these gigs? Who
orgamsed this other stuff® So mstead of looking after
the band, your mates, I started gomg on this
rollercoaster. And on top of that I had to go and wnte

a fuclang album, too. Everything goes out of your

hands, but 1t has
to be done. In
the end, on that
last American
tour we only
pulled four
dates. So what?”

THERE'S A
cough and
shuffle at the
dressing room
door. It's one of
Noel's massive
secunty guards
with his fags
and a fresh
Hooch., For
today’s
1nterview,
photos and
promotional trip
to Paris, Noel
and Liam have
three security
guards sach

Is your
personal safety
that much at
risk, and do you
worry about it?
“No. Someone
tned to break
into my house
the other night
actually. They'd
tned to force the
back door open. But if you worry about that then you
start living in a great big fortress in the country.”

The Sun says you've just bought one!

“Well, yeah, I have. I've got fuck all else to spend my
money on! But I don't worry about my safety. 1 go to
more gigs than all the A&R men 1n Creation put
together It doesn’t stop me gomg out, otherwise I'd just
become a hermut sitting in my house all day wondenng
who's at the door. You ean't live like that. If Mark
Chapman 1s wallang up the street, he’s wallang up the
street, There’s fuck alt you can do about 1it”

Are those heavies with you all the time?

“They are when we're doing stuff for Casis, We're going
to Pans ths afternoon s they've got to come there, just
to make sure nobody goes missing, Like I've been prone
to do, like the time I'was 1 Paris wath NME That was

a good rght that! Throwing buckets of iced water and
champagne at each other in that club, how bizarre was
that? I remember waking up that morning on a cold
floor and opening one eye and not knowing where I
was! I didn’t know where I'was, what hotel I was meant
to be staying in. I had no money, no passport, nothing.
Ithought, Fuck 1t. I'rm lost This 1s top, this. I could do
aReginald Perrin and disappear. Get some ontons and
start selling them. Top mystery!’

“I reckon that’s what Richey’s done. He’s just lost his
passport around some bird’s house, man, m Scotland
somewhere. Lost his phone book. But those geezers are
there to make sure we're no more than an hour-and-a-
half late, ever, and to stop us knocking the shut out of
each other. But when I'm going out I don't phone them
up and say, ‘Do you want to see a band with us?

“We've sacked loads of secunty guards just for being
cunts to the fans. For every nine that come and shake

your hand there’s always an idiot who's drunk, but he
doesn’t mean any harm, he’s not going to chin you 1
can deal with that anyway, I come frorm Manchester But
befores you know it some cunt has got him i a headlock
and has thrown him out of the door You just end up
looking like a cunt. It's more for the management’s
peace of mind because Marcus knows we’ll get home in
one piece. Or maybe two, but there’s someone to carry
the other half. I can stilt go shopping without them.”

But you're in papers when you do.

“But 1t's usually about my wafe’s shopping habats.
There’s no way to deal wath tt. I still don't know how big
pop stars are supposed to act. I can only be me.”

Do you get insecure that with all this other stuff
going on around you, your muse might desert you?
“T'll probably be alnght for the next couple of years.
TI've got about another 25, 30 ideas for songs recorded.
But there was a point just after .. Morning Glory® when
1didn't have anything. I'd lost the wall to wnte. There
was too much else to think about, hike the touring and
all that shit I didn't write one song for six to eight
months, I was thinking, ‘Maybe that's 1t’ But 1t didn’t
really bother me that much, I'd wntten ‘Champagne
Supernova’, Wonderwall), Den't Look Back In Anger’
and Tive Forever’, so if I never write another song, then
thatl do, The trick1s when songs aren’t cormng then
don't do anything, I 1magine people write for the sake of
1t and that's why groups make shit albums, and we're
lucky 1n that 1if we don't want to work, we don’t have to,

“There 180"t one day that goes by when we don’t feel
lucky because there are bands that have to work,
because if they don't then the record corapany’ll drop
‘'em We do deserve the success because of the songs
we've written and the gigs that we've done. But when
1wmite I'm doing 1t for the right reasons, I can release
all that baggage. I'm not doing 1t for money or to be the
best and biggest band in the world or bravado or to do
the biggest gigs, we've done all that. We're doing 1t
because we want to.”

In the past you've said that ‘All Around The World’ is
the best song ever written. Now it’s inally going to be
released on ‘Be Here Now’, do you still think it is?

“It’s funny ‘All Around The World’ 1s about five years
old and it’s got the cheesiest, cormest lyrics in the
world. Worse than “‘Whatever' I was listerung to it the
other day and 1t's like me being super, ninja optimmstic
The Prozac must have been really kicking 1n when I was
wmting that! But we'd just signed a record deal when I
wrote it, so I was feeling pretty good about the work
then. I wouldn't say 1t's the best song ever wmtten any
more, although 1t’s certainly the longest. It's a good
song, could be the best, but it’s not for me to say I don't
have to big-up my records any more I can't understand
how bands can put into words what their album sounds
like anyway. People know what they’re going to get
when they put an Oasis album on now.”

What is the new album like, Noel?
“Hal It's a lot Jouder than ‘.. Morming Glory?, a lot more
dense, Ithasn't got a fucling ‘Digsy’s Dmner’ ora
fucking “She’s Electric’ or a Rolt With It’, Or has 1t? No,
Actually, I still stand by Roll With It’ because 1t was
what it was: a no-nonsense rock'r’roll song. I still stand
by it because we still play it to this day, and Blur don’t
play ‘Country House’ - work that one out Butitsa
cross between the two albums. The first album was a
party album and the second was a staying-at-home
album. And it's between the two, but a lot louder I'm
always going to write 1n a certain... well, no...

“Do you remember when I was saying years ago that it
was going to be three albums, that’s 1t? Well, I'd hike to
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I DOK'T WANT TO LIVE FOREVER. I WILL LIVE FOREVER

make a box just to put these three albums m, This 1s the
end of the first stage. After this there has gottobe a
complete overhaul of the sound. I'm definitely going 1o
approach the next album n a different frame of mind,
This record am't going to surpnse many people,
although I'would have liked to have heard the thud

of people’s jaws when they heard ‘D'You Know What

T Mean?". But that’s how I want to take the band.

“The more you work with other musicians and people,
the mors that you learn. Maybe 1t'd be a case of giving
the songs to someone else to mix, someone who isn't
remotely connected with the band. Pve got a studio in
the house and I' working more on loops and samples
and that, and that's one way I definitely want to take it.
But you know, once you've had a few lagers 1t's a case
of, “Oh thatll do't”

“We limit ourselves because of.. rock’n’roll though.
1f you can't produce 1t live then it isn't worth doing 1t?
Fuck that shit! If you can’t produce 1t lve, then find
away of doing 1t. Push yourself. That's the way it's gomg
to go wath us, with a bt of luck.”

Wow, severed the dadrock alliance, then. What's
Uncle Weller going to think of all this machines-good,
real-rock-boring talk?

“People have this concept that me and Paul Weller

sit in smoke-filled rooms in the back of a pub going
on about Small Faces albums When we're together
we're that incoherently pissed we qust go,
Hhhhernmmmghmmmph! Facking carnts? We hardly
ever talk to each other, 1t's just drunken babble
nonsense, When we're together he always goes (slips
into excellent Weller impersonation), Fucking don't
know how you do 1t? So I have to go, But you're still
here, That's how you do 1t, you mad cunt/

“I'll tell you a story about him. We went up to Bath
where he was domng his last album and he was tying to
convince me how mad for it he was, even though he’s
getting on & bit, He was going, T'm fucking mad for 1t,
wne’ I said, T know you are, now chill’ He's going
Tluow you're mad for it, but I'r fucking mad for it, me!
‘T understand what you're saying Paul, chull’ Tin
fucking mad for it, he says, takes his shirt off and
throws his shirt into this big open fire! He's jumping
around topless shouting ‘I'm fucking mad for 1t, me!’
Tin like (rumes putting his arms around a frad old
man), ‘C'imon, Paul, bed now. I'm just taking Paul to bed
now:. I left him 1n the garden with no top on and a big
bottle of wine m his hand shouting, Wellah! Wellah!
Wellah? at the top of his voice. Thad to lean out of my
bedroom at eight in the momng and shout, ‘SHUT UP!
GC TO BED, OLD MANY Sad, man.

“People have this concept of when pop stars are
hanging out together they're touching some deep base,
but 1t’s just overpaid idiots getting pissed telling each
other stup:d stones, some of which are excruciatingly
bonng and some of which are funny It freaks me mam
out because she's a bit of an old hippy and she’s going,
‘Oh, I used to watch you watching Bono on Top Of The
Pops?! And now she can say, 1 was watching you,
watching Bono, watching you, watching the camera,
watching me, watching you! Fucking hell! It's like,
Don't ever get mto smoking pot, mam.”

Do you still plan to have a sabbatical from Qasig after
this album?

“Yesh, it's gong to take two years to tour this record.
After that I want to s1t n my studho for a year and take
ayear to demo the next one. It’s going to take longer
because I've still got a bit to prove to everybody, ‘cos 1
don’t think I get the respect I deserve, People think I
just sit there and histen to aload of Mott The Hoople
B-sides and then write a song. Tt ain't like that. I'd like to
do something mind-blowing, which I think I'm getting

near to on ‘.. Know What I Mean?, I want to take that
further, 1l take a year to write 1t and a year to record,
1f 1t all goes to plan. We are, however, past masters at
kaboshing the best-laid plans.”

What about cracking America, is that still not on
your agenda?

“It’s not going to go away, I'll play anywhere if I'm
wanted, We've sold four million records there but that
isn't cracking America. I'm not really sure I want to.
Twas looking at U2's tour dates of Amernca —they’re
domg 60 gigs! Svety! If that's what 1t takes, then they
cankeep it. People 1n this band complain about
Americans, but you don't have to talk to them. Just play
the gig and fuck off. We’ll go there and play to the
people who want to see us, but I wouldn't want to spend
eight months of a year there. I miss England too much

I miss London too much.”

London?

“Ch, is hore now, 't afraid Everyone that I know

is down here now, even some of my old mates have
moved down now. We've got a hittle Mancunian comer
of north London. You'll have noticed 1t, it’s the area with
no hubeaps on the cars!”

Blur. We were like, Fuck them cunts! They’re shit!’
1 suppose it's the same for Embrace. I'd like to see themn
and see what they’re about Last Gas’, the singing
wasn't much cop and the guitar was a bit heavy metal,
but I like ‘One Big Family’, {starts stnging) ‘We got
farmily’, 1t's good, yeah. We'll see, eh”

And with the new pretenders to the throne dealt with,
a shadowry courtier appears at the door, pomts at his
watch and raises two fingers ominously Gulp.

Don’t you ever wish you were anonymous and could
leave all this baggage behind for a while?

“No Imagme if I went to the supermarket with a big
hat, a wng, a false moustache and 1 was looking through
the Pot Noodles and someone went, Excuse me, aren't
you that bloke from Qasis?” And you're in disguise
gomng, ‘Shhrrupp!’ Tt 15 you, 1sn't 1t, what are you domng
wearing that moustache® How embarrassing would
that be® To be hike Michael Jackson and have to wear
ateddy bear’s outfit and people would still be going,
‘Mike! Oi! Awmght? I can walk straight down Oxford
Street on a Saturday afterncon and have to sign no
more than 10 autographs, Who wants to be anonymous
anyway? I was anonymous for 24 fucking years
anyway.”

“WE MEAN MORE TO PEOPLE
THAN SAYING 10 HAIL
MARYS ON A SUNDAY. HAS

GOD PLAYED KNEBWORTH
RECENTLY?”

What other music excites you? Have you heard any
new groups that you like?

“Travis The Verve are like a new band to me now.
Tloved ‘A Northern Soul’ and now they’re back they’re
like a new Verve. That single is amazing, I must have
played it about 20 times in 2 row when I firstheard 1t,
Wait until you hear the next one, “The Drugs Don'’t
Work Mind-blowing! I've seen Travis four times, and
usually I only go se= bands once, but they’re very good”

Have you heard Embrace, the outside bet to challenge
your ascendancy?

“T have heard Embrace, yes. The cunt wants to take
singing lessons. T like the new tune, ‘One Big Family’,
that's good, but the first one was shit. He was going on
in the papers about how ‘When Noel Gallagher hears
this single he'll be 1n the studio until Christmas. Well
Theard 1t and 1t's shut”

AND THEREBY hangs a tale. He actually meant,
‘All You Good Good People’. Some have alleged that its
design and chorus bears a resemblance to D'You Know
What I Mean?.

“Oh really? Well, maybe he’ll have to go back into the
studio to sort that one cut now. I look forward te
meeting them. There’s two brothers in the band, 1sn’t
there? Well, we invented that, mate. It ain't fair on the
other bands, though, because when you read a reiew
of Embrace, Hurncane #1 and Cast you just look for
how many times the name Oasis appears somewhere
m there I can see why Embrace or whoever feel like
having a pop because it’s pushed in their face all the
time. When we started, everyone was gomg on about

How are the other three in the band?

“Anonymous. Lucky bastards. Guigsy’s married

1 think he’s having a lad. Shotgqun wedding, if you ask
me. Er, Bonehead’s having another lnd. If it's a boy
they’re gomng to call im King, so that way he'll be King
Arthurs. Imagine that at school! Bonehead 1s a bit
gutted now because he’s the only one who lives in
Manchester still, but we're trying to coax him down
here, Everyone's in very good spirits, still the biggest
fans of ourband,

“Those Amencan gigs were good and reminded us
just how much we love playing our songs. Qur Kid was
great, He phoned up all nervous and I said to hum, Tt
you're having trouble singing, have some black coffee
and 1t'll open the muscles in your throat! He phones me
up in my room later and goes, T'm really nervous, man,
1 feel really worried. I'm like, ‘It’s good to be nexvous
before a gi1g’ He goes, ‘No, man, not bothered about
that, I think I've drunk too much coffee, man’ He
thought he'd OD'd on 1t! Stupid cunt had six espressos
one after the other”

Another cough from outside and Noel winks.

“That’s my signal Il have to get off or Fll miss me
train to Paris, and I don't want to do that, I'm looking
forward to our night out too much”

And wath a firm handshalte and a final gulp of Hooch,
he and his minders are away Who knows what shape
he and his band will be 1n next time they pass this way?
Wil they have conquered the world, or will they have
mploded? Exther way Noel Gallagher will remain
a mover, a charmer and a gemus. Tiny feet, though

“Yeah, and you know what they say about small feet.”

Ch yeah. Small feet, big tunes.
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From ‘Talk Tonight’ to
‘Acquiesce’ to ‘Going
Nowhere’, the extra
tracks on Qasis singles
are always spectacular.

Days before its release,

Noel Gallagher talks
NME’s Keith Cameron
through the making of
‘The Masterplan’

“It’s half-one.” says Noel Gallagher.
“The Italians will be here”
The [talinns, it seems, are exchange
students. Once their classes are
ovey; they routinely troop along
to Neel Gallagher's house and
then proceed to stand outside.
As afternoon recreation goes,
it's hardly action-packed. If
Noel's going out, they’ll get to
see him walk down the path,
out of the front gate and into a
waiting car. If he isn't, they/ll
have to make do with a fleeting
glimpse of the man who writes
the sangs in Oasis should he come
down to make a coffee, perhaps, or
maybe tend to the desires of Benson
and Hedges, the two conspicuously
well fad cats who slink around the
business areas of what must
constitute feline heaven: a large
garden, lots of comfy furniture,
plus a huge fish tank built
into one of the living room
walls. “Tve tried writing
songs in there Noel neds,
“but it doesn't work. I just
end up spending hours
starring at the fish™
All of which assurmes Noel's
at home in the first place. It’s
not as if this five storey
property on an unremarkable, if
obviocusly well-heeled, Primrose
Hill street is his only residence.
Ther¥’s the Home Counties country
mansion — infarmously complete with
five-a-side football pitch - and then the most
recent addition to the Gallagher real estate profile,
a cosy wee cestle in Spain. Except it isn't a castle.

“You may have read about it \n The Sun,” the owner
smiles, “but I can assure you it’s not a castle, It's just
a house.”

A house with it’s own swimming pool, mind, paid for
by the bonus royalties accruing from Rod Stewart’s
cover of ‘Cigarettes & Aleohol'. The recipient is
suitably appreciative.

“Td like to say now - thanks for the swimming
pool, Rod.”

Noel rummages in the fridge for some milk. He hasn’t
been around Supemova Heights much lately, isn't sure
what’s available by way of refreshments. Eventually
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Tknow that there'’s a load of Romanians living in the
block of flats up the road.

“Sone of the fans are alright, some of them just wanna
come and get your autograph and have a chat. And that's
cool, but you get the ones who think you've got the
answers to all their problems, the ones that have run away
from home and all that. And you feel sorty for them, but
what can you fucking do? I can't help everybody. Andif
you help one person I suppose you've got to help them all.

“Then you get the ones about two or three i the
morning as they’re comung back from the pub. ‘Alright
Noel, mad for it ‘Are you? ‘Yeah, mad for it They
come round with beer, going, ‘We've just come round
for a beer. ' ‘Oh, just come " D'you wanna stay?! D'you
wanna bacon sandwich?"’ I always used to read people
moamng about the fans and I always thought, ‘You
moanmg cunt, what's up with you? Just get on with it
But I sort of understand now. I was recording in here
last week and the amount of tunes ] walked down the
fucking stawrs I mean, people had been there for hours
in the pissing ram and you feel obliged to go and sign
thewr albums. A mate was going, ‘Why don’t you just
ignore the door? And I'm gong, ‘Well frankly, 1t would
be hard to play vathout the equipment they paid for!”

Don't you regret making yourself so visible then? This
is the house, after all, with a sign over the front door
proclaiming itself Supernova Heights

“Oh, that's drugs again for you, mate, I shall have the
biggest house in Primrose Hill! I've calmed down now,
kicked 1t on the head, it got too much and 1t’s too boring
for me now. But last year and the year before it was just
fucking mental. We were going to have a flag on top of
the house, we were going to have 1t at half-mast when we
weren't here, shit like that. Qur manager would go, ‘Just
calm down, yota don’t know what you're letting yourself
in for’ Narming your house is bastcally just out of being
into drugs. I was actually going to get a blue plague put
up as well: Noel Gallagher Lives Here Now! Instead of
having one when I'm dead Actually they’ll probably

have one outside the off-licence round the comer.”

GOING NOWHERE

{B-side of ‘Stand By Me’, released September 27, 1997.
Significantly, one of anly two ‘Be Here Now'-era
inclusions. Another Noel lead vocal)

“That one’s off ‘Stand By Me’, isn't 1t? The other two,

‘1 Got) The Fever’ and, er, thingy (he means ‘My Sister
Lover’), they're the ones I like the least, That was when
we were like, ‘Ch fuck, gotta write some B-sides! They
were Just fucking bashed together, couple of chords and
a chord change, Which I hate domg, because it’s selling
yourself short, really, and 1t’s not fawr on the people who
buy the records. But ‘Gomg Nowhere' 1s one of the
better ones out of that period of time. It's actually a very,
very old song, from when I was heavily into Burt
Bacharach I wrote that just after we got the record deal.
Twas going down to London to see McGee - me, Liam
and Bonehead, I think actually, I'm not sure if they
helped out on the lyrics of that. They might have done,
I can't remernber”

Careful.

“Yeah. No, they didn't. They defirutely didn't.

1 remember now! It was all me! If 1t is about anything,
it’s just about what we were going to do when we were
all mithonaures. “Gonna get me a motor car..” And
cleverly rhymed with the word “Jaguar’! I used that
‘Step Out’ as well. ‘Wil anyone notice? Nah, will they
fuck? Then we binned 1t for ages.”

Any particular reason why Liam doesn't sing 1t?

“I don’t think we were getting on really well He came
down to do the backing vocals, and I didn't ike what he
was doing and then he subsequently called me a cunt,
and then I called him a cunt, and then he walked out of

the studio, and that was 1t. So I said, ‘Right, we'rs taking
thern off for a start!’ I'm not sure whether he likes the
song or not He probably doesn't, that’s why he doesn’t
smgit. If Liam doesn't like it, he doesn't smng it, 1t’s as
sumple as that. Or if there's something more important
going on, like a pub crawl, then he won’t do 1t. Bless
him. Lager before music”

FADE AWAY

{B-side of 'Cigarettes & Alcohol’, released October 10,
1994. A highlight of early British tours. Mystifyingly, did
not appear on ‘Definitely Maybe’. Melody allegedly bears
a passing resemblance to ‘Freedom’ by Wham!)

“That was a real, real early one from the days when we
rehearsed down at the Boardwalk. I think people got off

“IF LIAM DOESN'T LIKE

A SONG HEWON'T

SING IT. OR IF THERE’S -
SOMETHING MORE
IMPORTANT GOING ON,

LIKE A PUB CRAWL"
NDEL GALLAGHER

on the hine, “While we're living the drecims we have as
children fade away”. Which 1s quite true, really. It was
a live thing i the studio and Liam just overdubbed his
vocals, and these are the days before I turned into
Jimmy Page and tried to do a guitar solo over every bit
where there’s no singing So there’s no guitar solo on it,
which 1s cool. Sounds great when Liam sings 1t. It used
to be fucking amazing live.

“People were, | wouldn’t say pissed off, but pretty
surprised when it wasn't on the first album. I don't know
why it never made it. ] was listening back to 1t the other
day and1t’s a pretty raucous song. It would be nice to
put 1t back in the set, actually, but because most of the
people that come to the qigs now, well they just wanna
hear ‘Wonderwall’, we’d be playing 1t 1n silence to a load
of people going to the bar”

THE SWAMP SONG

{B-side of ‘Wonderwall’, released October 30,1995, Born
out of rehearsals with new drurmmer Alan White, a jam on
ariff not dissimilar to Canned Heat's ‘On The Road Again’)

“At the beqinrung you can hear a crowd noise, and ‘The
Swamp Song’ was the first track we played at
Glastonbury. So we took the drums from the
Glastonbury performance, cos 1t was the right pace,
and then we overdubbed all the guitars Ithink I played
bass. And the guitar on 1t 1s by Paul Weller. He'd come
down to play the solo on ‘Champagne Supermova’ So
we thought, Might as well get our money’s worth out of
him? And he plays the mouth organ as well It's one of
my favourites, actually, but everyone was dead against
putting 1t on this album.

“It's just a jarn, really For ages it was called ‘The Jam'.
Totally inspired title. So then when Paul played on it we
thought, ‘We'd better change that! Then he said, How
come you've changed it™ I said, ‘I thought it'd sound
corny! And he went, ‘No, I really liked that title’ I don't
know why we called 1t “The Swamp Song'..”

I AM THE WALRUS [LIVE GLASGCOW
CATHOUSE, JUNE 1994]

{B-side of ‘Cigarettes & Alcohol'. Perennial set-closer
back when Oasis didn't do encores, then subsequently an
encore itself. Not, in fact, recorded at Glasgow Cathouse
in June 1994, or indeed, at any other time)

“Well now. I'll tell you what happened with this, and
nobody knows this story. We went up to do the
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Gleaneagtes Hotel Sony Sermnar. It’s one of them shit
things where all the twats in suits get together and they
roll out the new signings.”

To entertain them...

“And oh fuck me, did we entertain them! So we were
dowmg the soundcheck, and we did T Am The Walrus”.
There was no-one there, 1t was empty. So that song was
actually recorded at a soundcheck m Gleneagles, nght?
And I'm going to get in trouble for saying this, but the
crowd noise was taken from a Faces bootleg album!
Because 1t would look shit if you put ‘Live At Sory
Semmar In Gleneagles” We had a version of it from the
Cathouse i Glasgow, which sounded quite similar, but
1t was fucking rubbish. So we thought, ‘Fuck it, no-one’ll
fucking know:.' But I always meant to set the record
straight one day. Sorry to anyone who bought it on the
premuse of being at that gig”

“It was an absolutely empty hall. At the beginming Our
Kud's gong, ‘Doesn’t matter f 1t’s out of tune, because
you're cool’ I was pissed as an arse. It was 10 in the
morning when we got there and T had to do these
interviews with all these Sony people from around
the world going, ‘So how does 1t fee} bemng signed to
Sony?’ And we were gomng, ‘But we're not, we're signed
to Creation, aren’t we® And then, of course, 1t davwned
on us that sormebody hadn't bothered to tell us, ‘Well,
1o, actually you're signed to Sony but youw're licensed
to Creanion.” We were gomng, But you fuckang told us
we were signed to Creation!’ And McGee's going, ‘But
it’s the samme thing” And we’re going, ‘Tt’s not. Does it
mean We get more money? Probably’, ‘Ch well, that's
fine then”

“But 1t used to be great playing 1t, becatise Liam would
walk off first, then I'd put my guitar down and leave all
the effects on, saying to the rest of the band, Keep it
gong for as long as possible. Just so me and Our Kid
cotald drink the two bottles of champagne we used to
get on our rider! By the time the band would get back
me and him wotld be sat there fucking pissed as
arseholes. They'd say, ‘Where's the champagne, mate?’,
and we're hiccuping! ‘We've fuckang drunk 1t, haven't
wef’ Bonehead would be well pissed off. So what used
to happen at subsequent qigs was 1t'd be a race to see
who could fimsh first. ’d put my guitar down, then
Bonehead would play a chord and put his guitar down,
so 1t would leave the drummer and the bass player And
because the drummer and bass player were a fucking
useless pair of cunts at that time they could never nod
when to imsh 1t properly. So it used to go on for
fuckang ages! The we started getting three bottles of
champagne on the nder and Bonehead would have one.
The three of us sitting there, slaughtered, gong, ‘Come
on now lads, keep 1t going for another two minutes and
maybe the drugsll have tumed up and theyll be gone
as well’, Hahahal”

‘What was the longest you ever played 1t?

“T think there’s a 19-minute version somewhere, We'd
done a festival in Belgium. We'd all been out the night
before, and we were on before Simple Minds. Simple
Minds. Yes. There was a catwalk for Jum Kerr to walk up
and dowm on, as he does. And 1t was just a really shit
vibe, so we done four songs and a 19-minute version of
‘T Am The Walrus’ and got off, ‘cos we all had shit
hangovers. We just said to them, ‘Whatever youdo
don’t fmish until the 40-minute time limit! I think Paul
Waeller might have come into the dressing room and
said, Your band’s onstage, playing’ And I goes, Too
fuckang nght they are mate! D’you wanna dnnk?! Have
some champagne¥’

“Drugs, mate.”

For the umpteenth time in the past two hours, Noel
Gallagher spreads his hands pleadingly and offers the
same two-word explanation. We've just concluded
our dissection of the first side, as detailed in “The

Masterplan’, the album that confirms what everyone
already suspectzd- now and again those crazy Oasis
guys stuck some of their best songs as extra tracks
on singles. Now for Side Two...

LISTEN UP

{B-side of ‘Cigarettes & Alcohol’. A great song, but then
seeing as it essentially comprises the intro to ‘Live
Forever’ followed by the chords for ‘Supersonic’, it was
bound to be)

“That’s one of my favountes. I remember writing the
Iyrics in the kitchen at Maison Rouge [recording
studio m Fulham] Iwas living m Chiswack at the time,
while the rest of them were at the Columbia Hotel. So
1 went home early, about 8pm to write some lyrcs.

So everyone said, Right, midday tomorrow’ I got
there at 11,30am, started messing around with these
Iyrics, An hour goes past, then another, and another,
and another, They turn up at 8pm looking like they've
still been up. It was the night they got barred from
the Columbia for fucking decimating the gaff, So

1 spent eight hours i the kitchen at Maarson Rouge
writing lyrics, and T've never forgiven them for that,
Although I suppose 1t worked out well in a way, 'cos
the ones I had at 11.45arm were fucking dreadful. But
1like the line, “I don’t belteve tn magic ‘cos Iife 1s

£ LOT MORE B-SIDES

And there'’s some good stuff on ‘Live Forever’ and
‘Slide Away’ that I ltke, and the stuff that 1 do live on
‘Champagne Supernova’ I like, but I'm sorta getting

a bit pissed off with playing the guitar. Especially being
alead quitarist. I look at Bonehead sometimes and
think, You fucking jammy cunt. Standing there going
like that (does cruelly accurate mume of Bonehead'’s
tmmitable why play-two-chords-when-one will-do
guatar style), while | have to concentrate.

“I always end up playing the same guutar solo over
different songs and hoping no-one wall notice, but one
guy on the American tour said, Hey man, I just love the
way there's a whole thread to everything that you do”
And I'm going, How's that then?' He says, ‘It’s the same
solo m every song, 1sn't 1t? Is that some sort of
subhminal message? 'm gong, ‘No, 1t's not, I think if
you hsten closely, man, 1t’s not exactly the same”... And
he's going, ‘I think 1t is .’ Bastard! Rumbled'”

ROCKIN’ CHAIR

{B-side of ‘Roll With It’, released August 14, 1995,

The lonesome organ and dainty guitar-picking betray
Noel’s lgve of Johnny Marr, One of Liam’s greatest vocal
performances)

“T think that was an early one as well. Like a lot of the
early ones it’s about wanting to leave home. “This town

“IMAGINE IF WONDERWALL HAD BEEN A B-SIDE! WE
WOULDN'T BE SAT HERE NOW, WE’D BE IN THE CAMDEN
FALGON GOING ‘GOT ANY MONEY FOR A BEER™’ NOEL GALLAGHER

automatic”. ] think 1t means something but I'm not
quite sure what”

“I remember Liam going, “That fucking guitar break’s
too long, ‘cos nothing happens and it’s the same nff
gomg round and round and round.’ And cos I'm a
stubborn cunt I was going, No, 1t’s right” And then
when I was mastening it the other day, four years after
the fact, I decided he was right m the first place, so
edited four bars out! He was round our house the other
day so I played 1t to him and he went, D'you know, that
sounds better than the original’ I went, (Cough). Yeah I
edited it.. He went, ‘You fuclang what? ‘I edited four
bars out’ He went, WHAT? AFTER ALL THESE
FUCKING YEARS NOW YOU'RE ADMITTING YOU
WERE WRONG??I" I said, ‘T never said I was wrong.
T’ just saying I wasn't right at that particular time)’
Heheh! So, he thinks Pm a cunt now.

“Tt was one of the ones people voted for alot. When
I was listening to 1t, before I edited the bit out that
makes it a good 40 seconds to a minute shorter, I can
see now that was the start of the prog-rock phase where
1 was gonna just chuck guitar solos over everything,
bacause I'd bought a brand new guitar that day, and by
golly I'm gonna use it. So that's the start of my
axe-wrelding days, T think”

So presumably the fact that you've edited it now
means youwr prog-rock days are over?

“Yeah, well Pve written five songs lately And I've done
no backing vocals because I'm sick of singing backing
vocals live. I've been listening back to some of the live
stuff and I don't know what 1t is, but my backing vocals
are shut. I've actually realised I can't smg! After four
years I've gone, T'm not very good at that, really, am I?*
So I'm not doing any harmonies on the demos I've
done. And obviously, if I don’t do any harmenies 1t
means Liam’s got to turn up for the gigs, because
1 won't have a microphone! But I've never considered
myself to be a good guitanst. I mean, I can blagit.

holds no more for me. .” ] must have wrote 1t n
Manchester. The song’s about wanting to be
somewhere else Agamn, 1t menhons the telephone as
alot of my early songs do And the rain Ithink we
played that one live once, the first date of the British
tour when Guigs eouldn’t be bothered getting out of
bed 'cos he had his nervous exhaustion, and we had
Seott (McLeod) 1n the group, briefly Ithink we played it
on the first mght and then sacked 1t after that ‘cos the
chorus was too lugh for Liam,

“Tt was gonna be on the album, and then I wrote
something else, I think 1t was Wonderwall’, So 1t
was Rockin’ Chair’ or ‘Wonderwall’ Imagine if
‘Wonderwall’ had been a B-side! We wouldn't be sat
here now, I tell you that, We'd be in the fucking Falcon
m Camden, going, ‘Have you got any money for a beer,
Keith, and then Il tell about my new record? 1 think
1 made the right choice, Rod Stewart’s done a cover of
‘Rockiry’ Chair’ I'd like to hear it”

‘What did you make of his version of ‘Cigarettes
& Alcchol’?

“It’s alright. At one point they wanted us to go and
play on it. And they wanted us to do that Audience
With Rod Stewart [TV programme). The producer
said, ‘They'rs gonna reform the Faces, him, Kenny
Jones and Ronnie Wood, and they want you to go and
do ‘Cigarettes & Alcohol’ wath the Faces.” Of course,

1 was fuckang well up for it, until I found out that
fuckang wotsit, fuclang Baby Spice, was gonna be on it.
Fucking no way! No, o, no! So I decided to watch iton
telly. Me mam likes it. Liam fucking hates 1t. But he
would do, wouldn't he?”

And the other covers of your songs?

“Well, the other day, I was in one of those little record
shops behind Virgin on Oxford Street, and there
was this bloke behind me, 6ft 21ns, bald head, and 1 can
feel huim looking at me. He comes up wath his wife and
goes, ‘Sorry to bother you, you don’t know me, but
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1 covered one of your songs once’ I thought he was
a busker, or summat, and I was going, ‘Ch, right
mate, And it’s Mike Flowers! He's going, T'd just like
10 say thanks for etting us put it out. T was going
‘Phhfftt! Don’t you worty about it mate, just fucking
thanks for the cheque” That's the only time I've ever
met him. And he's bald, Tl have you know! Bald as
acoot!

“But the funniesi story about the Wonderwall’ thing
was, we were in America, and the fella who played it
[ie. Mike s’ version] for the first time, I think it
was Dave Pearce on Radio 1, he was doing a spoof,
saying that was the original of ‘Wonderwall’. So
1 get a phone call off the wife. And it's another one
at 7amn, snd I'm like, ‘Whe t do you want at this time?
She's going, You know that song you wrote for me?
Yeah. ' ‘Well it’s not even one of your songs, is it”
1was gomng, ‘What are you fucking going on about?
She says, Listen to this’ - and she’s taped it off the
radic! She’s going, ‘That’s the original. I said, Play that
again” Then she sent the tape over and eventually we
found out what it was, But for a minute I was going, Did
1? Maybe I did? She was well pissed off for about an
hour-and-a-half 1 was going, No, honestly, I did write it
about you..."”

HALF THE WORLD AWAY

{B-side of ‘Whatever’, released December 19, 1994.
Bacharach-styled acoustic melancholia featuring
Bonehead on Wurlitzer. Covered five by Paul Weller)

“Another one about leaving cities. Doesn't mention
telephones or rain, though, does it? It could do. We
done that the same day as we did “Talk Tonight’ in
Texas. The drumming bit that comes in on the brushes,
our ex-drummer had these two brushes which he was
looking at and going, What do they do? “Well you do
that with that one and you play it like that..” And after
about two hours I got annoyed with him and threw him
out of the studio. So I played the drums on that track,
and the bass. I like some of the lyrics: “Scratching
around in the same old hole/My body feels young but
my mind isvery old...”

“It's Weller’s favourite Oasis song. I don't kmow why.
He likes all the B-sides. He’s well looking forward to this
album coming out, actually. I said, ‘Well L hope you go
out and buy it, Paul™

(TS GOOD) TO BE FREE

{B-s de of ‘Whatever’, Features the ever-versatile
Bonehead in jolly jack tar accordion incident towards the
end. Note gratuitous use of brackets in title)

“Done that one in Texas as well. I'd been 1n Las Vegas,
strung out for four or five days. I wrote that there. That's
one of my favourites. “Just the little things make me so
happy/Ai Ivant to do is live by the sea”. T suppose T was
thinking T'd freed myself, me off my fucking tits on drugs,
by the way. It was shit at that time on that American tour,
1 remember it being fucking horrible. 'Cos we were in the
posiion of blowing it big time. We were only playing
little clubs at the time, 1,500 people. The gig at The
Whliskey was shit. Everyone was just going mad, me
included. Somebody put out a sctlist for me from the
previous British tour. So I was going into these songs and
everyone else was going into a different one. The gigs
were fucking buzzing and scld out, cos we were this new,
vknow, {adopts Artie Fufkin whine) These dudes are like
a cross between The Beatles and the Sex Pistols..” And
vic were like The fucking Troggs, man.

he bit at the end is off Coptain Pugwash. "Cos
Bonehead can play the accordion, he nsed to play 1t in
some Irish band he was in, and we recorded it on a little
Wallman. God kmows why we put that on at the end,
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but it still makes me laugh when Lhear it

Why do people put brackets in song titles?

“T've often wondered that, and that's why I do1t -
"cos I don't know. See like on ‘(What's The Story)
Mormng Glory? there (pownts to a jewe! encrusted
disc an wall)? I thought, ‘Well everyone’s gonna call
1t ‘Morming Glory’ anyway’, so I started doing it
just because I didn't know why people do1t. I've
done 1t loads of times now. If you take the brackets
away it’s called “To Be Free’, which makes absolutely
no fucking sense whatsoever. It's like, they think
T'm some fucking thicke from up north, well 'l show
them. Heheheh! I don't know why I do 1t, but there'll
be plenty more. 'm thinking of the album title to
be allin brackets and nothing cutside them. Just call
1t ‘The Bracket Album'!”

STAYYOUNG

{B-side of ‘D'You Know What | Mean?’, released July 7,
1997, The first song recorded at the ‘Be Here Now’
sessions. Controversially ‘flipped’ by Radio 1, who
deemed its breezy goad vibes preferable te the A-side’s
length and alleged ‘weirdness’, Hence, perhaps, not
regarded too fondly by its author)}

“That was actually going to be on ‘Be Here Now’ but

it got ditched in favour of . I don’t fucking know. But
anyway, I got a phone call off Liara. And I never

get a phone call from Liam urdess it’s a problern. Meg’s
gomg, ‘Liam’s on the phone’ And you have to go,
‘(Muttering under breath) Cunt’ Then, ‘(Extravagantly
friendly) ALRIGHT MATE" ‘(Threatening Liam

vorce) Why's fucking ‘Stay Young’ not on that album?
“Um, I was gonna put it on.’ ‘Right, that’s alright ther..’
So he wanted it on, 'cos he likes 1t. But I don't.

I suppose people like 1t because it says, “Hey, stay
young and tnvincible”. And, “Come what may my fauth’s
unshakeable”, 1 like that line. But 1t’s a bit happy, 1t's a
bit of a jolly pop song And I don’t really like the way 1t
sounds, erther. But if other people like it, and if Liam
likes 1t, then it must go on. And on it went. But thatll be
the one I'll be skipping past Just after ‘DYou Know
What I Mean®™ came out they played it loads on Radio 1,
for some reason which I could never fathom out”

Probably because 1t was shorter and uptempo.

“Yeah, I've only Just realised that now about the last LP.
The songs I've done now Pve limited meself to four
mmutes Just’cos some of them are too fucking long
It’s the arrangements as well. You’d have your feet up
on the muxing desk and everyone’s telling you you're
the greatest thing since the invention of the wheel,
and you're half pissed and off your head, going,
Fucking too nght I am!’ And then it’s like, D'you think
that song’s a bit long? No! Too Jong for what??

I remember having this argument with the radio
pluggers when we played them ‘D'You Know What

I Mean?, This plugger’s got a stopwatch! It gets to

the end, and I could tell that nobody, but fucking
no-one, had a elue about what was going on. I stopped
the tape and said, ‘So what do you think™ Yeah, 1t’s
fucking long, isn't it” ‘Yeah. ‘T don't think they’re gonna
play 1t on the radio’ ‘Of course they’re gonna play it on
the radio, 1t's fuckang Oasisi™

HEADSHRINKER

{B-side of ‘Some Might Say’. The closest Oasis have come
to speed metal. Intro hears more than a passing
resemblance to the Faces’ ‘Stay With Me'. The last song
Tony McCarvoll recorded with the hand)

“Another mad punk rock one It's about a chick Our
Kid was gomg out with once who was a fucking pain
m the arse. Mentioning no names This is years ago.

We played 1t one of the first tours, I think, it's ke the

“WHEN | WROTE ‘THE
MASTERPLAN’ | THOUGHT,
‘FUCKING HELL, I'VE
COME OF AGE AS A
LYRIGIST!" THEN | WROTE
‘BONEHEAD’S BANK
HOLIDAY’ OR SOMETHING

RIDICULOUS LIKE THAT”
NOEL GALLAGHER

Stones meets the Pistols on speed. I hadn't heard it for
ages until we were recording the last album at Ridge
Farm, and Owen (Morms, producer) was playing loads
of old stuff, He put it on through the big speakers and 1t
sounded fucking ace It still sounds good to this day, I
love that track. And, it’s really short. I think that was the
choice of the band as opposed to the people.

“It was a mad time at Loco, that. There were lots of
people thers. When we used to go to a recording stucho,
no matter where in the country it was, everyone would
find a way there after about two days.”

Do you ever get nostalgic for thoss heady times?

“Sometiumes, because we could just go to the local pub
and have a beer. We'd been on Top Of The Pops and
we'd had a number one album, but we hadn’t had a
number one single, 1t wasn't hike 1t is now. We could
go out shopping without causing too much fuss. And
as well, we didn't really know what we were doing
Now, every time you write a song you're consclous
millions of people are gong to hear 1t, so you deliberate
over every single fucking thing, whereas then 1t was go
1m, bash it down and we've got a gig next week. I
suppose I miss the anonymty of 1t all. Just being able
to really do what you want You eould come out of a pub
drunk, have a piss in a car park and nobody would be
arsed. Whereas if you come out of a pub drunk now,
and have a piss 1n a car park, the bricklayer who laid the
brncks’ll sue you. I don't get nostalgie for having no
money, though

“But yeah, they were good days because every gig
that we done was better than the last one and every tour
that we done was bigger than the last one, and the
records were coming out every three months and there
was a buzz about the group, Then you get to a point
and 1t levels off and then 1t just depends how far you
want to go with 1t after that, But when we were n the
ascendancy, well, I'll never forget them days. It all got
abit professional after that”

But you can't go back, can you?

“No, no I mean, I suppose you could do little gnigs
unannounced but it’s not really fair on the people who
can’t go and see thern. I've got good memonies. I've got
bad memories as well, 'cos we were surrounded by
absolute fucking chaos A good laugh, though. A good
laugh living up to the image we had®”

THE MASTERPLAN
{B-side of “Wonderwall’. Epic production number of
which Noel remains inordinately chuffed)

“T wrote that 1n a hotel room 1n Japan. And locking
back on 1t, 1t’s the only song where I think I got

1t nght. I got the sound of 1t right in the studio, I got
the words nght... When I was vmting the lyries dowm

£ LT MORE B-SIDES

and I read them back to myself, I thought, ‘Fucking hell,
this is it! I've come of age as a lyncist! I'm gonna be
really good from now on'” And then I went and wrote
‘Bonehead's Bank Holiday’ or something ridicilous like
that. I was really fucking proud of it and I still am. It's
everybody’s favourite B-side I thinkt’s the best song
I've ever wnitten. But [ was gutted because Qur Kid -
who loves 1t, 1t's one of his favountes — but he was just
wallang around going, ‘You fucking kmobhead! Why did
you write that now® Why couldn't you have watted for a
year so 1t could go on the next album? Orwhy didn't
you wrte 1t for the last album, you fucking dick!” And
he works himself up inte a frenzy where he hates

me for wnting this great song at that particular point.
And I'm going, ‘So basically what you're saying is

you love me and it's a great song? ‘Yeah! You

fucking knobhead!™”

Were you always gong to sing it?

‘Yeah, I always wanted to sing Wonderwall’, but 'm
glad he sang it "cos he sings 1t better than I do. Liam
can only sing one way. You put the mic there, you put
the beers there, the fags there, and you just wind him
up and wind him up until he gets that irate that he
fucking screams his bollocks off, and he'll do 1t n
just one go and that’s it And sweats like a fucking
madman, he looks like he's just done a gig when he
cores back, and 1t’s fucking genius what he does.

But when you try and get him to build something up
from really quiet, forget about it, man.

“But that’s why we called the album ‘The Masterplan’.
It’s the best one I ever wrote That and ‘Live Forever’ are
my favourites. And ‘Wonderwall’..”

Ah yes, got to mention the stll- ubiquitous
“Wonderwall’, the song which we know was
unquestionably written by Noel Gallagher for hus then
girlfrend and now wife Meg Mathews The song that
had 1t been a B-side, like he says, we wouldn’t (ahem) be
here now.

Here being Supernova Heights, the modest pile of
which we must now take our leave. Noel's got to go into
town to meet the wafe. “Promused I'd take her to lunch,”
he grunts, his slightly pained expression suggesting
lunch might well be followed by a quick flexing of the
Gallagher plastic around some of Mayfair's more
exclusive boutiques.

Noel's athitude to money is admirable - he hasn't
a clue how much he’s got, only that 1t's “shitloads”
and he hasn't a problem spending 1t. The ulamate
wony 1s that there hasn't really been a masterplan
for Oasis, amd the black eyes, bust-ups, breakdowns
and cancelled tours, they've survived, prospered
and made some great muste, Truly, a case of cash
from chacs.

Album number three was a flabby letdown, though,
and not even Noel seems to regard ‘Be Here Now’ with
that much affection, Which 1s why The Masterplan’
comes as something of a relief, brimful of tunes,
attitude and mental yarns, it serves to rerund us why
Oasis mattered n the first place. The compilation also
suggests there’s more to come, if they really want to
look for it

Allin all, not bad for a bunch of B-sides

“Too fucking right, mate” Noel Gallagher stares out
of his top-floor window at the London skyline and
wonders where the next song is coming from. “Not

bad atall”
N

Listen to all the Oasis B-sides that weren't on

"The Masterplan’ - from 'Take Me Away’ to “Those
swollen Hand Biues’ - now at MME.COM/Blogs
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WHERE
IT ALL WENT
WRONG. ..

The party was over, the band were arguing - out of the turmoil
. came ‘Standing On The Shoulder Of Giants’, Oasis’ strangest
: and most maligned album. Barry Nicolson looks back in anguish
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his album is the start of Phase Two for us,”
said Noel in December 1999, shortly before
the release of ‘Standing On The Shoulder Of
Giants’ “It's a third of the way to where I'd
like to be when my contract’s up with
Creation or Sony or whoever the fucking hell
we're signed to these days. This is album four. Five
and six will take us to another level; then, after that...”

Even with 10 years’ worth of hindsight and the best
will in the world, it’s hard not to conclude that Oasis’
‘Phase Two’ bore more resemblance to Plan Nine
From Outer Space than its architect would probably
have liked. Which is what makes re-evaluating,
re-appraising or even just re-visiting ‘Standing On
The Shoulder Of Giants' somcthing of a thankless
task, It 15, quite simply, not that good.

Sure, ‘Be Here Now’ was the biggest ball they ever
dropped, but listen to it now and you have to admire
its sheer, saucer-eyed excess: in it’s own strange and
self-indulgent way, 1t’s almost Qasis’ one and only ‘art’
record. ‘SOTSOG, however, is an altogether more
ditheult album to love, By the summer of 2000, just
six months after its release, even the band themselves
seemed to have g’ ren up on it - over the course of
their two nights at Wembley Stadium, they played just
three songs from it (four, if you count using Fuckin’ In
The Bushes’ as their intro tape). Where, to quote one
of the albuny’s better moments, did it all go wrong?

Shortly after the release of ‘Be Here Now’ in the
sumimer of 1997, Noel Gallagher realised it was
Yucking shit” Chis own words). It took the critical
community - who had initially lavished it with
knee-jerk praise — a little bit longer, but in any case,
when Oasis reconvened after the subsequent world
tour it was evident the party was over.

"We had just turned into a trave ling piss-up,” he
said in early-2000. “Bonehead and Liam were just
fuckin’ out of control, and T was trying to keep
everyone together and ttying to explain that people
had stopped talking about the music and were just
talking about the bullshit that surrounded the band...
we were a bunch of lunatics who'd come rearing
through town drunk, smash the place up, play a couple
of gigs and fuck off again *

Qasis were never a band to fuck with the formula, but
when the formula in question is alist of chemical
compounds as long as your arm, sooner or later 1t 11
end up fucking with you. And that's basically what
happened; Liam became a boozy caricature of himself,
monkey-walking through the streets of London
flicking V-signs at photographers on his way to
another binge at the Met Bar, while Noel - now
married and in his thirties but still living in a house
(the infamous Supernova Heights) that resembled
a“fucking nightelub, and a pretty good one at that”

- started having crippling anxiety attacks,

“I'd wake up at five in the morning having these
wild, wild panic attacks,” he told one interviewer.
“Cold sweats, then hot sweats. On the verge of tears.
Constantly racing heartbeat. Getting the shakes... one
night I had a doetor out. He locked at me and said, ‘I'm
not even going to ask if you take drugs’. I asked hirmn if
there was anything he could give me. He said, ‘There’s
nothing we can give you. The longer you go on, the
more Intense they’re going to get. Just stop doing it””

In the end, the formu'a had to be fucked with, which
is maybc why ‘SOTSOG’ remains to this day the
forgotten’ Qasis album- it’s the sober one. The downer.
The onr you can't, no matter how hard you try, get
satisfrctorily drunk to.

Tittingly, then, one of the first decisions taken prior
to making the aibum was to part ways with longtime
producer Owen Morris - whose ‘more is more’

5 ©

TEE MAKING OF ‘STANDING O THE SHODCDER OF CIRETS

philosophy to production it's safe to say didn't end at
the mixing desk - and work instead with Madonna
and U2 producer Mark ‘Spike’ Stent.

“Spike was brilliant,” enthused Noel, “because he
doesn't take drugs and rarely drinks. Whereas Owen,
\f we were getting pissed, he would be pissed as well
and it would end up this loud fucking din in the studio,
where you couldn’t make haad nor tail of anything”

A newly clean Noel also insisted on an alechol ban,
which Liam eventually agreed to. When the band
rolled up at the Chateau Dc La Colle Noir in the south
of France in April of 1999 to begin work, they had
every reason to be optimistic, but Oasis being Oasis,
calamity was only ever a crate of Stella away.

“WE’D TURNED INTO A
TRAVELLING PISS-UP. LIAM
WAS OUT OF CONTROL’
NOEL GALLAGHER

“We were going to get Liam to stop drinking orwe
weren't going to record the album,” Noe later told
NME. “So Liam agreed to stop while we were doing
the album. We'd said that 1f Liam was going to stop
then we should all stop because it wouldn't be fair, and
that when we got home we'd have the party. But by the
time we got to France, Bonehead had forgotten that”

What followed was classic Oasis. At the time, Noe!
insisted that, “we had a quiet word with Bc nebead and
he got pissed off, and then he left” Prior to that quiet
word, it later transpired, Bonehead had « ame buck o
the Chateau from a marathon boozing session, broke
down the door to Spike Stent’s reom, and drunkenly
dragged the producer out of his bed at some ungodly
hour of the night. On August g, Oasis released
a statement saying the thythim guitarist had left the
band. Four days later, bassist Paul ‘Guigsy’ McGuigan
- who had temporarily quit once before, and who was
never totally at ease on the promotional treadmill
anyway - followed him.

“It’s hardly Paul McCartney leaving The Beatles,”
Noel snarked flippantly at the time. To be fa'r, he
was spot-on; to frarme it in dlightly more contemporary
terms, it was barely even Pennie leaving The
Automatic. Bonehead was always - at best
- a perfunctory presence, Guigsy arguably not even
that. Neither of them had played a note on the album,
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and they were swiftly replaced by Gem Archer and
Andy Bell, two far more cornpetent, far more qualified
musicians. But the whole incident did nothing to
dispel the notion of Qasis as a media circus rather
than a legitirnate musical concern, and the music itself
- when it finally emerged the following Tebruary - did
even less. In some ways, ‘Standing On The Shoulder
Of Giants’ was a brave album but in no way was it
agreat one, and to call it the band’s eritical low-point

is a bit like saying 2001 was a bad year for skyscrapers.

Thanks to Noel's early assertions that he'd been
drawing inspiration from The Beta Band and
experimenting with loops and samples, people were
expecting their Great Leap Forward. There are times
when the album almost actually makes it, too, only to
get cold feet at the last minute and frustratingly
retreat to cosy, archaic psychedelia (backwards
looped guitars!) and pub-rock sludge {(cor, that one
sounds like the Sex Pistols!).

To recap: “Who Feels Love™? Terrible. ‘Put Yer Money
Where Your Mouth Is™? Atrocious. ‘Sunday Morning
Call®? Yawn. ‘I Can See A Liar*? Pants on fire. And
‘Little James'? There simply are no words.

Inretrospect, putting ‘Little James’— Liam’s
much-vaunted first stab at songwniting, dedicated to
his stepson - on the album instead of tucking 1t away
on a B-side may have encouraged the frontman to
keep honing his newfound craft, but it alse became
a byword for Oasis’ mid-period malaise; there’s no
way it would've gotten near .. Morning Glory’ or
‘Definitely Maybe'. ~

“If anyone slags it off,” Liam would angrily contend %
later, “they've either got no heart or they fucking don't
know what the meaning of life is.” -

Needless to say, a lot of people slagged it off.

Despite all that, however, there were undoubted
highlights. ‘Fuekin’ In The Bushes ’ twisted amalgam
of Hendrix’s ‘Crosstown Traffic’ and Led Zep’s
‘Irnmigrant Song’ is one of the best things they ever
did, while ‘Go Let It Out’ ticked every box on the Great
Qasis Single checklist - it’s a shame it never got near
a setlist after about 2002. Meanwhile, Noel exorcised
his eocaine demaons and channelled his anxiety
attacks into the twin minor-key masterpieces of
“Where Did Tt All Go Wrong?’ and ‘Gas Panic!”

“What tongueless ghost of sin crept through my
curtains?” asked the latter from the depths of
Gallagher's soul, while critics who'd lambasted his
lyrics as simplistic and nonsensiecal in the past
sniggered at how pretentious it all sounded now. Truth
is, Pete Doherty scribbles shit half as coherent as that
and gets lauded as a poet.

“This is the first album where there are certain songs
that actually putinto words what I was feeling at the
time,” lamented the author. Semetimes, you can’t win.

Finally, it was a tokenistic detail, but the demise of
Creation Records two months before the album’s
release alse meant Oasis were now officially a major
Iabel act. By the time The Strokes started shaking
things up a year Jater, the Gallaghers had truly entered
the establishment. Creation, Britpop, Knebworth, the
’q0s... it all felt like ancient history. However
grudgingly —and it was especially grudgingly on
Liam’s part - the torch had been passed

So, then, ‘Phase Two'. Bit of a disaster. I's no wonder
Oasis spent the rest of their career largely ignoring
this part of it - the only remnant of ‘SOTSOG’ on the
band's last tour was ‘Fuckin’ In The Bushes” presence
on thetr intro tape. But while it'll never be anybody’s
favourite Oasis albur, perhaps it doesn’t entirely
deserve the short shnft it got. After all, we were there
when they were getting high; surely it's only nght that
we acknowledge the comedown that came afterwards?

&

B
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he second inzarnation of Qasis was a lot
like the first one, except this time they
could play their instruments. As the
cocaine cloud from thc ‘Be Here Now’
period began to lift, it was time for the
recriminations and a growing thirst for new musical
challenges: Bonehead and Guigsy never stood a
chance. Qastis were now able to draw from a pool of
world-class musicians but rather than draft in soulless
session-heads, they picked from close to their Creation
Records . Bonehead was replaced on guitar with

a Liam elone from nearlymen Heavy Stereo. Recruiting
a new bass player proved trickier, until Andy Bell -
former hero of Brit shoegazers Ride, now flailing with
his new (Oasis clone) outfit Hurricane #1 - announced
he was joining Britpop party crashers Gay Dad. Upon

hearing this, Liam was apoplect'e and within a day,
the guitarist was flown to their Wheoler End studio in
Buckinghamshire. Bell had never played bass before
in his life, but as he later remembered: “They asked me
to pick it up and join one of the biggest bands in the
world. It was an offer I couldn’t refuse.”

A new, sonically expansive, black- eather clad version
of the last rock stars had been born. They still had to
sell the turkey that was ‘Standing On The Shoulder
Of Giants’ on the road for two years, but the band
gelled and cvolved. By the time of 2002’ ‘Heathen
Chemistry’, the first album made completely with the
new line-up, Oasis were back on top. Dan Martin

At Oasis HQ on February 16, 2000.
Photographed by Roger Sargent
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- NONE

12 SEPTEMBER  WHAT WAS HAPPENING fmm e,

‘ the FBi was able to determine the names, and in many cases, the personal
detaiis of the suspected pilots and hijackers. Mechammed Atta’s luggage,
which did not make the connection from his Portland flight anto Flight 11,

contained papers that revealed the identity of all 19 hijackers. The Natianai
Security Agency intercepts communications that point to Osama 8in Laden
as the man wha is ultimately vresponsible.

“WE’RE PUNK ROCI{

- OF THAT WEIRD FUC

RADIOHEAD BOLLOCKS”

It's the morning after the day that casts a shadow over
the whole of the 21st century. The first Oasis album with

the full involvement of Gem and Andy is still over six
months off, but NME’s Sylvia Patterson finds the
Gallagher brothers full of fire and ready to go

4 t a fucking waste! Of life! There’s Eighteen menths ago, in Barcelona, after that
gonnabe arace war... you just fearfor  night's Qasis show was cancelled (drummer
sanity... You know what they’re likein ~ Alan White’s arm seized up), the band drank
the Midwest - old Chip polishing his the DNA out of their rider (San Miguel, Rioja,
M16 he uses to kill deer sat watching Termprenillas, vodks, gin, Jack Daniel's), Liam
it thinking Right! Where’s the nearest  said something about Noel's then-wife Meg
fucking Arab?. Religious fanatics... Mathews and Noel punched him out, declared

you can’t argue with these people... Nostradamus... he was quitting touring overseas, and Casis
George Bush’s dad is just gonna be, ‘Son, this is your played on, Noel free, Ever since, through the Carling
destiny?”... Well, it's the end of the world, innit?... At the Weekend 2000, the cne sober/one slaughtered

end of the day, fuck 'em... They’re all mad! No wonder Wembley shows, the American 2001 Black Crowes

we fucking take drugs! It's just fucking... fucking... gigs and tours in South America, Japan and Thailand,

spectacularly fucked up! Right! Get me on the front of the world has waited with indifference for the

this fucking paper before it all goes pear-shaped..” sometime biggest, sometime best, band in the world to
Noel Gallagher, like everyone else in the world, has put itself out of its misery. Pthrt! They didn’t invent Live

spent most of the last 21 hours watching as he says, Forever’ for nowt.

“people falling out the fucking sky”. Here, meanwhile, in Meanwhile, both Gallagher marriages imploded
a white phato studio in north London, the ‘erisis’between  and Liam now has another son, Gene, with
the Brothers Grirn has reached a peacetime harmony. Nicole Appletor, while Noel still has one
This is Liam'n'Noel’s first NME interview together since daughter, Anais, and a new girlfriend,
the ‘Wibbling Rivalry’ cavalcade of 1995 which defined Sara. Right now, the Gallaghers
their relation-fuckin’-ship forever-you-coont-fuck-off are on two adjacent sofas,
Today, they arrive together, on ime, sober, like brothers ~ Noel seated

and bandmates who are in the same band. Thingg these ~ upright, and
days, are “great!”, they simply "got it all sorted”. Liam ‘seated'

Noel is every bit the chief-quip raconteur we'vecome ~ horizontally.
to expect, & small, neat, sober-clothed 34-year-old,
speaking to everyone about the horrors of humanity
while simultaneously flicking through NME.  .and
she’s a cunt [Courtney Love]. There's nowt fucking
cosmic about them [Cosmic Rough Riders]. And why
the fuck give them [Hear'Say] a review, man?’

Liam, meanwhile, is a human homage to the word
‘defiant’, Quiet, compared to Noel, he's buoyant and far
more blunt, wearing a shiny-blue kagoul up to his chin
and huge, rimless, rock star shades, the light from his
gigantic blue eyes beaming straight through the plastic.

When aliens Jand, they might ask for the definition of
this rocl'n’roll caper they've heard so much about. Well,
that’s him, right there, Herder, and even mare Mancunian
than you think; nuclear sarcasm itself, disquising calossal
inner mirth. He's a bit, yknow, mental.
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Did you ever apologiae to your brother over the
Barwelons incident?

Noel: “1 think you may have, in your own little way. You
certainlty didn’t say the word ‘sorry’”

Liam: *T let you back in the band ngain! That was the
best apology. Shit happens, man. You're not gonna
fucking split up over an argument. Too much at stake®

Your drinking nearly aplit the band up.
Liam: “Completely. But that's the good thing, y'see, it
didn't. And now we're stronger than we've ever been”

Was that as bad ag it
ever got?
Together: “Yeah”

Well there’s only ene way to go from there...
Liam: *Which way’s that™
Noel: "Back to the bar.”

This October, Oasis play their first nationwide British
tour since 1995, celebrating 10 years of survival since
their very first show at the Manchester Boardwalk en
August 18, 1991, the day Noel was in the audience when
a roetaphorical lightbulb exploded over his head.

"There’s no significance attached to it,” Noel admits,
“other than the fact we're celebrating. We're our own
biggest fans anyway and we're going on the road to
celebrate the fact that we're fucking mega.”

What will they look like, these days, your fans?
Liam: “Fucking fans, man! You're making
out like we're fucking 80! They’ll be cool
man, like they always were. Some of 'em
might have a couple of fucking kids,
who gives a fuck, man? You can still
be cool with kids and you can still
be cool when you're fuclang 50.
Itell you what: I hope hardly
any celebrities turn up, I den’t
want all the so-called cocl
people backstage at our gigs
*cos they’re all fucking knoba”
"
There's a fear you're
becoming this generation’s
Rolling Stones ~ a nostalgia
machine,
Liamn: “Nah, nah, nah! There’s
none of that, man! 'Cos the
thing is, what d’you do? What’a
the point of splitting up? I'm
not splitting up because some
cunt don't like it! No-one can
turn rovmd to me and say 'm not
into it, 'm bang into it and he’s
the same, There’s no way I'll be
turning into the fucking Rolling
Stones, I don't go on the road to
make money - it just so happens
we do - [ go on the road to have
& laugh an’ play me rock'n’roll
and that’s the fucldng end of it,
and if anyone tries to tell me
any different they’re off their
fucking tits. I don’t wanna
be the biggest band
1n the world
any more,

I wanna be the best. And we are the fucking best and 1
truly believe that. He's the best songwriter in the world,
end of story and that’s all I can say.. So I'll see yous all
later (stands up, semi-grins, bowls towards fridge, finds
some water, bowls back, sits down again)®

You broke my heart with ‘Be Hare Now’.
Noel: “Well, I don't know what people expected.”

Some more brilliance of course.

Noel: “Well, I apologise.”

Well goed, because the spirit went.
Liam: “What? With the music? Oh yeah, completely!”
Noel: “That was my fault.”

1 listened to it plssed, stoned, tried it in the moming,
in the night, on a hill.... trying to find the soul.

Noel: “You should've tried it on nine grams of charlie
‘cos that’s what it was written on. Well, everybody hasa
ghit period and hopefully we've had ours. And this new
album... is fucking mega! I'm not a fucking drug addict
any more, So it’s not just ‘Well, fuck it, that'll do’, which
is what ‘Be Here Now’ should have been called”

Liam: “Heh heh' You can’t say anything until the album
comes out. So you'll just have to fucking wait before
you slag us off! And believe you me, anyone who slags
us off, I won’t be arsed one bit. 'm happy 1n my world,
Pm rockin’. We haven’t come to fucking save the world,
we've come to write a couple of tunes”

Can it ever be as much of u laugh again?

Liam: “Course it can. I love it, man! Wait il we go
on this fucking little tour round England; I fucking
can’t wait. I'm on the bus, man. 'm gonna send me

marmn on holiday that week!”

You're still madferit, aren’t you?
Liam (grins head off): “I'm fucking well madferit!
I am totally! And I always will be.”

Oasis’ current equilibrium has come about, says Liam,
because of “personal situations. I'm by far not as pissed
off as I used to be”. Ha's nlso less inclined “to be out
getting wasted and just being a fucking rock star; four
years ago I was just into being madder”. The incident
with & photographer just after Gene was born is being
“sorted s we speak. There’s a line an’ he stepped over it.
T've got rights”, He sees Lennon, his and Patsy’s san, “all
the time”, It's Lennon’s birthday tomorrow and he was
out yesterday buying presents, getting the balloons in.
“T'm happy with it, Patsy’s happy, the kid’s happy; that’s
all that matters,” he says. “We still speak, T don't hate
her, the kid's the best thing that’s ever happened to me”
He isn't, as has been reported, marrying Nicole. “Not
yet” he notes, “we'll see. I'd be mad to be thinking about
getting married; P've only just been divorced. But
Nicole's fucking great; she's right up my street”
Noel, tog, is “chilled” with life in general. He and
Meg a marriage which foundered on the lifestyle
chasm which arrived after Noel sacked the
drugs and moved to the eountryzide, have an
arrangement where he sees Anais “on a Thursday
or a Friday” and Anais, normally, “draws all over
me face”. The reason Oasis exist now is because
Noel's marringe doesn’c
“Tll tell you what it is,” says Noel, “two years
ago, maybe the band wasn'’t that important,
but the reason the band's stayed together
is "cos it has to, because basically I've got
fuck all else. To be going on with. In my
life. Apart from the group. And me little
daughter and me girlfriend and that
pretty much rounds it all off for me.
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{Chortles ruefully) Haven't got anything else to look
forward to...”

Oasis’ fifth LP arrives at the beginning of next year.
Recorded in their own studio, and self-produced, it's the
first one fully wntten by the new Qasts, featuring songs
wnitten by Liam, Gem Archer and Andy Bell. It's the
first time Noel’s had people “to give me a lift, musically.
Bonehead and Guugs, God bless ‘em, were not musically
talented m any way; he [Liam[ was always drunk and
Alan’s, y'kmow, the drummer”. This album, says Noel, is
thewr “second best album; better than what we've done
since the end of Defimtely Maybe™.

What's the vibe?

Noel: “Fuclkan’ loud!”

Liam “Its pu-ie rack And moredy. usl jxoper — none of
that_asind ba=icng Radichasd Balladks £r indie fuclang
rublésh I% ths Phtols aiied the Besthes, rron ~ 1ts us?”

Sreape ez la-
“Tha Hindy Times (o post mewaginper, Noel saw the

Liam-“Does he? Does he? Good. Fucking monkey.
(Leaps out of seat, bowls around the Aoor) Pve

never fucking seen a gorilla with no hai! So he

can fucking suck his own fucking cock and his mate
in his band’s cock. That cunt’s going on about I haven’t
sung a decent tune for years, nght? I think it’s quite
ironic. At least I do sing tunes; what's that fucking
nonsense that’s on the radio ‘coh de-fucky-boo’, its
like fuckang three-year-old’s music, worse than
Steps. Now there’s a cunt who's not into 1it. Whatever
happened to his beloved Blw? I'll slap that bald

cunt when I see him, the dick. Wants to get a wig

or summat before he starts talking about me. I'm
sure he's winding me up and he’s done a good job,
but I'm here for the wind-up, so that's that, what was
the next question®

How’s your drinking these days?

Liam. “I'm a master at it. When I drink I don’t fucking
pussy about. I get stuuck mn there and get wasted and
wake up the nextt day and think fucking hell’ then

oo I “I DON'T WANNA BE THE BIGGEST il
Gvies | BANDINTHE WORLD ANY MORE. =o-
;';’f:;;; ‘?k‘:y :‘:;.::’ng ;s > . situation.”
g?;lactiﬂr:’i&);zorce I WANT In BE 'HE BES'

“Lieutenant Pigeon’s I.IAM EAI.I.AGHEH

‘Mouldy Old Dough’

but it sounds like the Pistols; it's fucking mental”) and
Just Getting Clder’ (Liam: “Beautiful, bit Pink Floydy™).
“The lyrics are quute funny,” brims Noel. “The words
go, ‘It’s nine o’clock/I'm getting tired/F'm sick of all my
records and the clothes I bought today/Am I cracking
up or am { just getting older?/I'm staying in/I can’t be
bothered/Mcking coversation with friends that Idon't
know/Am I cracking up or just getting older?/And I bet
that this is how life turns out when you're finally grown/
And if this ts gonna be my bfe, I'm gonna sit around alt
day .. and fuckin’ moar’. Hehehehe!"

Then there's the three Liam written songs.
Liam: ““Song Bird’, 1t’s up an’ roann’. ‘Better Man’, that's
0dd, and ‘Born On A Different Cloud’, which is rockm”

That's pretty poetic
Liam: “Yeah. It is, nmt? For a thick cunt.”

You always were a poet, Liam
Liam; “Yeah, I know"

Thus year, Noel went to all the festivals, a billion gigs
and concluded that the only great thing in the musical
unmverse 1s The Strokes, “They've got the tunes;” he
enthuses, “They've got that thing and I don’t know why,
the un‘nameable thing*

Didn’t Julian say something horrible about you?
Noel: “That was you lot there, raan. Don't bullshit me
1 know how it works! What he said was, “To have Noel
Gallagher at your gig who, up until that point I thought
was the biggest dick in the world, was strange’. But
obvicusly they wouldn't write the full prece because
that's not a headline .. ‘But actually he was really cool.
There’s nothing NME wants better than me to retaliate
to that and then it becomes a Strokes/QOasis thing
and I'm afraid we've been there before with fucking
morkey-boy from Colchester, and alk that Blur/Oasis
thing taok away from what we fucking were, if it wasn't
for us he wouldn't be where he is now, the twat. So it’s
not gonna happen with The Strokes - I'm letting 1t go
because he didn't say 1t, plus I think they're great.”
Damon out of Gorillaz, as he’s now known, wants you

in his band Liam.

How about you and
coke, Noel? Ever get
cocaine wist talpess®
Noek “Not at all

It means
Tean
concentrate
solely on
me drinkin’
You could
fucking
rack 'em
out right
now and

I'd be there

eggung you
on.'Go onl

Call that a
lme? I'mqust
glad I didn’t
end up in The
Priory. Suppose
1t depends how
strong you are
Liam: "There's
too many things
going on n our
lives to be sittin'
around doing
cocaine and
drmking all day
There’s nappies
to be changed
and I'm fuclang
greatat it
There’s trainers
to be bought
Nl there’s

air o be cut,
And there’s
winkato be
winksd, you

o
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Why d'you think Robbie’s continuing to unravel his
intestines all over the universe with this book of his?
Noel “Tll tell you the thing about that poor hittle kad,
Any disease going round? I've had that. ‘Cancer? I've
had that, Oh, that bormbing 1n New York? I was in that,
What, fucking Alzheimer’s? Er, have T had that?”
Liam: “These kids, man. On the fucking wagon?
Nosl: “In yer twenties™
Liam- “Puck off! Have a break but never say never, man.
Get a fuckang lager down yer neck!”

Robbie wants to have sex with you.
Liam: “A lot of people want to have sex with me. And
he's at the fucking back of the list. Fuckang charity
boxing matches, you fucking goon. T don't give a shit no
more, I'm on cloud mine”

Born on a different cloud?
Liam: “Yeah man, and ] ain't coming down.”

What can you see when you're on this cloud?
Liam. “Me”

So it’s a cloud with loads of mirrors round it?
Liam: “That’s it, man. That’s the fuclang fella”

These past couple of years, Laam'n'Noel have watched
the demise of jubilant rock’n’roll, the
curse of the corporate flathine, the

dominance of US nu-metal goth-

rock gonks and the continuation
of the Celebrity Tot's Pop
jamboree.

Liam has his own category for
the reinvention of rock’n’roll as
some pleasant blokes with
a guitar blubbing on
a stook “Chnistian

rock,” he declares,

“That lot on
acoustic guitars,
And they're all
dead nice. They're
all just fucking
searedy-cats,
weored of saying
arything that's
remotely fucking
interesting

Englhish music

today 1s fucking

embarrassing”
Noel. “No-one wrntes
about getting high
anymore They're
writing about their
grandparents.”

Liam' "There’s too
many polite people
making fucking
music these days
Too many clever

people making

fucking musie
these days And if

they weren't ina

band they'd have

a great fuclang

job anyway. It's
different for
people hike us,
it's the band or
nothing, 1t’s
Iife or death
’cos [ can't do

anything
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else. And these bands like The Strokes from Ameneca,
The Strokes have got a vibe, yeah, but you just look
at 'em and think, ‘Posh kad. Trying to look seruffy’.
Whereas us? I'm a thick cunt who makes music,
basically, and I'm fucking proud of myself; I love it
and that’s 1t. I don’t wanna be a fuclang posh cunt cos
there’s no room for 1t, fuck ‘em”

Then there’s pantomime rock
Liam- “They're all shiting thewr wnists and wearmng stupid
masks as if 1’'s Hallowe'en every day of the year”
Noel (now pacing around the floor); “You see Lump
Bizlat and Shipknot and Cradle Of Filth and Marilym
Manson and it’s all very theatrical and you just think,
“Wonder what it’s like in rehearsals on a Friday and
they all turn up in jeans and tramers? (High-pitched
American geek vorce) ‘Hey, so uh, Mar-i-iym? What am
1 doing at this point? (Deep American geek vorce) Well,
I'm gonna pretend to clecapitate you, man' But you
have to understand that you're gonna be wearing stits”
Eminem? Walkang onstage at Reading with ki baget
fucking Anadins and a bottle of Bacardi v)u&rkm
abottle of watet! T was stood on the su-l-pfd;!m
thinking, ‘You lot don’t half deserve ea':ﬁo‘,w y
set thewr standards too low in their 1001'! 3

How d’you feel about celebrity culta m‘w
Liam- “It’s great. I fucking love being &

fuckang love 1it, ove it. (Bawls head
1T Well, 1 thought it wouldve bacﬂ‘anﬁ

M :
brane but
obviously there’s no-one else a bit mof=® e werhnT
than us to write about so they keep doing 1t The pop
lot, nght, their goal n Iife is to have their picture took.
Soon as someone goes, ‘You're that geezer out of such
and such’ - boomf! - they’re in heaven”

Noel, “Why is fuckang Posh Beckham vmiting a
fucking bock of her memoirs?® She can't even fuckang
chew chewing gum and walk in a fucking straight
[ine at the same time, let alone wnte a book. Who
giwes a fuck about David Beckham’s hife? When you
watch England beat Germany and you see Michael
Owen after the game, you're just begging for him to
go, Listen, 'm the fucking bollocks, they're fucking
useless, I want 700 grand a week or 'm quitting, I'm
gomg to Italy’ 'cos that's what Gascoigne would have
said if he'd scored a hat-nck. But it's like (voice of
strangulated muppet) ‘Uh no, I'was playing for the team
and 1t’s not about me’”, Fuck off, you fucking loser, man!
Where’s your fucking balls'? Yknow Michael Owen
and Alan Shearer” They're fucking coppers, man. Alan
Shearer is CID and Michael Owen looks like trainee
CID. Michael Owen calls Alan Shearer ‘Sarge’. Alright,
Sarge? I've been busted by Alan Shearer so many times
it’s unbelievable. And somehow you can't see David
Beckham laying out two burglars in his hallway, can
you? He'd be sending in his Afghan poodles.”

Money kicked the rocl’n’roll out of football, too?
Noel: “Well, they’re groomed now, aren't they?
Groomed. David Beckham went mto media training for
three weeks before he went on Parkinson. Just answer
the fuckang question! Football 1s the same as music.

1t’s TV, but 1t’s not just a business, it's now a system.
They’re put in the system. And they’re put in the system
to perpetuate the system otherwnse it’s, We'll send you
back to the gutter’. The Man has taken over the world.
All the kads have to lock up to now are bland, faceless
fucking tramnee pohee officers man, that's what 1t is. He
[Liam] should be given a koughthood! A knighthood!
You couldn’t imagme Chnis Martin from Coldplay
laymg out a photographer for talkang a picture of his
lad! It's all gone. Gone! Who's the biggest icon in the
country® David Beckham He gets a mohican and
everybady writes column mches? He's got a fucking
mohican! It's not even a proper fucking Exploited one!”

WE'RE PUKK ROCK

Liam: “And the geezer who fuckang cutit charged
you 500 quud for 1it, yer dozy cunt, cos he cuts my har.
(Leaps out of seat) Fucking Tyler, who cuts my hair,
goes, What d'you reckon about me cutting David
Beckham’s hareut? He wants a slanhead'. ‘Do what you
want, man, charge the cunt 500 quid’. Charged him 500
quid for 1t! The fucking dozy cunt! And he's the main
man!? Fucking suck yer own... suck yer bird's coek!”

Do you worry you've turned into a grandad?
Liam “At the end of the day, shite’s shite. 'm a moaning
cunt and I'm 28. But I'm buzzin". ’Cos you never lose
what's good and what's not good. Fucking being
professional. It's fucking rubbish, man. Let’s all be shit?”

The Qasis way, let’s face it, comes from the olden days,
Noel: “Of course. Too nght. And Pm glad! 'm glad to
be old school and I'm glad I've got me values, P'm glad
Pve got thern ideals and they were taught to me by
fucking Bob Marley and John Lennon and John Lydon
and Pl eierar d Momssey and Marr and people

w Nqu pwaplw start bands for a career, We came

sieh and someone said to me in a band,

“NO-ONE WRITES ABOUT
FUCKING GETTING HIGH
ANY MORE. THEY ALL
WRITE ABOUT THEIR

GBANIIPAI!ENIS”
NOEL GALLAGHER

I won'’t mention no names: How’s 1t ggju;lr,w
How's what going™ Ykmow, how's it
know how me record’s dom’ in Ames ld‘l‘ﬂlﬂ’!

the phone every two mmutes. Fucking "3 o Home
Counties accountant, phone to ear) He]lo 1sthat Epic?
How’s my record domg? Ew, really? Out of the charts?”

Liam: “Out of the charts! Hurghurgh (rofls round sofa
for next 10 munutes)!”

Noel; “Fuclang bollocks, man, 1t pisses me off, 1t’s just
careerism. What people fail to understand 1s that we
never started this band as a career move, We did 1t ‘cos
we were bored shitless and on the dole and this1s our
hfe. We never asked for a record deal, someone gave us
one, We never asked for fuckang 20 rulhion record sales,
it just came, YknowhatImean? (Gets up agatn, begins
ctrcling round back of sofc). People who're in the biggest
bands in the country right now, half of ern are going on
about MIs5; you don’t know fuck all about MI5, you don't
even know how to tie your own shoelaces, you cunt,
$0 you can shurrup. The rest of 'em are tallang about
absolutely fucking nothing The people who are satin
the offices of fucking Sony, who I'm signed to, they’re
abunch of fuckang cunts, and the rest of 'em i Virgin,
they're fuckang lalling it. But1t's stealthy. They're taking
away extrermsm and talent. Alternative music is now like
fucking Val Doorucan to me, the same with football. The
last two great, workang class things, football and musie,
they’re coaching all the talent out of people, we will sign
you up and we will culture all the talent out of you. Music
should be spontaneous! And football. And all the arts. I
just find 1t really sinister, and it’s the faceless people who
are responsible. The bands are responsible. And nobody
gves a fuck If people are selling 250,000 records every
six months, they don't care; they don't care about what's
coming nesxtt. It's ‘Get me the money, get me 1t now" It's
all up its owm arse, man! And I have actually worked
myself up mto a bit of a fucking state!”

It’s alnght, lads. Bob The Builder’s Number One!

HONE OF THAT WEIRD FUCKING RADIGHEAD BOLLOCKS

Noel: “I remember when there were good novelty
records and nobody gave a fuck. Now, Bob The
Builder’s Number One and Mel C’s phorung him up
wanting to do a duet! A fucking builder and a joiner!
All you need 1s Ronan Keating and you've got a builder,
a)owmer and a fuckin’ plasterer! They'd be better off
starting their ovm firm...”

Qasis, born in ’g1 to cheer the nation up, to show us how
anyone from nowhere can Ive forever' in a gm-fuelled
space capsule of rock’n'roll elevation, can never, of
course, go back to the free-flowing “m’ of the Good
Old Days. “No,” says Liam, “and I wouldn’t wanna”

Therr spint, however, despite everything - the booze,
drugs, fame, mfamy, money, love, divorce, punches,
awards, abuse, laughter, arrests, tribute bands, tabloids,
adulation, entical damnation and what Liam calls
rock’n’roll ‘scrapes’ - appears to be fully intact. It may
even appear, you never know, on the new album, What
bothers Qasis, these days, 1s the disappearance of that
spirit everywhere else Recently, on Regent Street, Noel
was approached by someone who agked him to hsten to

his CD, Noel put it in hus pocket, like he always does,
“And this kid said” blinks Noel, “If you wanna call, call
ray manager’. You've not got a record deal, but you've
got a manager? Yow've probably got an accountant and
apension already (Beguns boifing all over again) T was
watching that Sotith Bank Show thing about fucking Blur
—-amoment of fuclung weakness - and whatshisface,

ne of his schoolrooms playing the
_ly went, {(Solemnly) Thave to leave
=1 failed A-level music’. What™ What
> = an A-level music? How d'you do

3 : 'nmly)lgotmyBachmlxedupmth
my Fe Mﬁl ‘king Bach-hoven. Music’s in your
fuc‘:m‘mw it's under your fingerauls; you play
[ ot 1 b ki quitar and you're a musician
iiﬁdm-lory People slag us off for it but it’s
i et oo thing; its a human playing a tree.
TFew breels on a quitar: nowwnte a song T only know
1! But I tell you what, God help you when I find the 12th!
And if ] ever start reading fucking books, I'll take over the
fucking world! It Il be me crashing into the fucking Trade
towers! {Tukes offin flight across the studio, arms out
either stde) On me fucking own, like that!”

Liam: “(Boorming American newsreader) You're live to
CNN where Noel Gallagher has just crashed into the
new World Trade fuclang office!”

Noel “And that’s another good thing about The Strokes!
You can jump up and down to The Strokes You go and
see good bands now —but 1t really 15 like (po-fuced, round
of slow hund-clupping), When we played Roll With
1t' at Wembley - and T hate that song, I can’t stand 1t,
right? - you see 76,000 people leaving the floor,., What
the fuck is that? That's what 1t's al about. It's not about
(Impersonation of juzz toff) That was an amaasazing
suspended eighth, man, and that gong, was out there’,
Tucking shurrup, man! And you drum faster and sing
louder and you tear up your fucking arp! Fuck’s sake’
There's a war' The world’s gonna fucking end”

There’s never been a better time to fuckin’ ’ave it then?

“Actually” blares Noel, “fucking respect to the fucking
Islamic Jihad fucking Hamas fucking whatshisname
Binliner fella! Fucking set the tone for the fucking tour!
We're all dying' Scud missiles are on their fucking way!

Liam. “So mine’s a fucking tmple .”

Noelk: “..and fucking {(bawis) Roll with iiiniiit! And on
that fucking bombshell, let's go and rehearse rockn'rolt
history! I'm outta here (bolts aut of door)”

“Well,” announces Liam, standing up, straighterung
his kagoul, a different sort of infamous madman wath
a different version of stuff to blow up come tomorrow,
“T've gotta go and blow some balloons up, fuckin’
dressed up as Postman Pat... Fucking pure rocknroll.”

2 Japuary 2010 HNE 39

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/



http://magazinesdownload.com/

WHAT WAS HAPPENING woresonmras  soudsa entswih e
Pope John Paul | aged 84 ends with the
full 13 pages of the Attorney General's advice on the Jegality of the Iraq war being
w.  published. Apnle unvells the first colour iPod, while sciHfi fans are salivating,
1 with mere days to go until the release of the fina) Star wars film Episode iil: Revenge
" Of the Sith, At the top of the charts {whese it woukd stay for seven weeks) sits the
Comic Refief song, ‘s This The Way To Amarillo’ by Tony Christie, the video to which
features comedéan Peter Kay.

Qasis are just about to release ‘Don’t Believe The Truth’. Talk of which is that

this is the point they get back on track. The world needs putting to rights. And

it gets it. Liam Gallagher is pissed off. He’s been pissed off ever since he walked into
his press office this morning and now he’s looking for a scrap. Suddenly he pounces
right out of his chair and begins prowling the room, fixing NME’s Tim Jonze with

a stare whilst he flares up a ciggy and stabs his finger in his direction. Like a boxer
working himself up to match fitness he spits, “I get up and I'm fucking itching to
get in the studio every day. I'm fucking loving my band. So if I like it so should

everyone else, ’cos I'm cool as fuck.”

h, Casis: it’s been a while, it really has. In
fact, it was as long ago as 2001 since NME
last spoke to the band, sometime around
the release of Heathen Chemistry’. Back
then things were looking up, After a brace
of pretty dire albums (Be Here Now’,
‘Standing On The Shoulder Of Giantzzz),
QOasis Mk Il seemed rejuvenated thanks to new recruits
Gem and Andy ‘Wing Commander’ Bell and a glut
of press declaring them to be afficially madferit once
more. For the first time in an age, everything was
pretty rosy in the world of Oasis. Then Liam went and
got his face smashed in by - allegedly - the German
mafia. Then they sacked their long-standing drummer
Alan White, eventually replacing him with - oh, the
poetry of it all - Ringo Starr's son. Then they scrapped
their album countless times and parted company with
producers Death In Vegas, played a so-so Glastonbury
performance (which prompted Noel to apologise in the
pages of NME) and Liam unleashed a bizarre selection
of kung fu moves on an NME newshound.
it’s all culminated in the arrival of Don’t Believe The
Truth’, a new Qasis LP that’s been three years in the
making, The results are mind-boggling, like Dizzee
Rascal anally raping Aphex Twin using a dentist’s drill
and.., OK, so you know the deal by now. It’s Oasis and
they’re back with an Oasis record, It is, however, pretty
fucking strange in places (for them, at least): swinging
from deranged Velvets scuza-rock (Mucky Fingers))
to songs about queuing up in superrnarkets (Part Of
The Queue”), while climaxing with the Zippo-endorsed
ballad to end all Glastonburys (Let There Be Love").
But enough about that for now. Because, guys, we've
got some serious catching up to do..,

o, Liam, what really happened in Germany?
“Listen,” he snarls, declaring the first of this

moming’s rants officially open. “Summit happened
and it was nothing to do with me, I was in the same
building that’s all. There was a scrap and some fucker
threw a table over the balcony where [ was sitting, We
got dragged off as it srashed in front of us. So we're
getting led out the building punches are flying and you
stand up for yoursel and things happen. I didn’t get any
fucking ashtray in my face. If you see the pictures of me
coming back from Germany you'll see there’s not a cut

on my fucking face. People go on about me getting my
teeth kmocked out and none of that happened.”

Did it hurt?

“Tt didn't hurt, actuaily. The police took our handprints
and there are no cuts or nothing. So if I'm out smacking
people about and they’re smacldng me sbout where’s
me fucking bruises?”

Must have helped you get you in shape for the kung fu
practice, though?

“T don’t remember that at all”

We mocked it up and everything! Don't you read
NME? Our art department won awards!

“Nah. Can'’t have been me, I'm not a mover, man.”

How is it having Beatles blood in the band?

Noel: “To be honest, it was interesting for about half
an hour, and yeah [Zac’s] always got the showstopping
quip to end all anecdates: '(Puts on perfect Beatles
voice) Well, me dad says.... But P'm tired of people
asking if he’s only in the band just because his dad was
in The Beatles. Thatd be like getting Stella MeCartney
to de backing vocals! It'd be fucking ridiculous!”

What happened with Alan?

“Tt seermned to me and Liam that his interests were
lying elsewhere. For starters, he never came to the
studio to do demos. We called this band meeting to
decide what to do next with the direction of the album.
We've only ever had four band meetings in 12 years, 50
once they’re called they’re pretty fucking serious, Andy
gets on a plane and Ries in from Sweden, knowing that
the meeting will take 15 minutes and he’s probably not
going to get to say much because I do all the talking.
Now, we moved this meeting back three or four times to
accommodate Alan, but he never even phoned to say he

wasn't coming Turns out he’s hanging out with his bird
in Spain, Once the word ‘bird’ and *Spain’ are mentioned
together it's like, ‘OK, Oesis Vs girlfriend.”

Does it feel like Casis are finally back to being
a proper band again?

le“(Defensively) ‘We've always been a proper

Andy: “T come from being the biggest Oasis fan in the

world to being in QOasis. So you get a mad perspective
on it because a lot of times you get a flash of thinking,
‘Hang on & minute, 'm on some weird acid trip here
and I'm actually sitting at home in Crdord in 1994, not
onstage with Oasis playing bass guitar™
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How do you cope being in a band with Liam?

Andy: “A lot of the time you sit theve with a smile on
your face and enjoy the force 10 gale coming at you.
Much has been made of the fact they're Mancunians
and I'm from Ozford, but we still went to the same
Roses gigs 18 years ago. We've a lot in commor. But if
Liam’s just slagged me off, take all that out!”

Did you feel Glastonbury was as bad as people said?

Andy: “The crowd were all too wasted to go crazy!”

Gem: “It could have been louder. Glastonbury’s too
guiet, man, what's that all sbout? You start to see how
it's run and it's like a fueking business. Wasn't the great
hippy temple that I was looking forward to visiting”

It probably didn't helps when Liam said he was only
there for the money...

Gem: “He wasn't., It was the middle of the night and
he said to me, ‘Can’t 1 even have a laugh? He wouldn't
even know how much money we were getting.”

Liar: “People said T sang bad, but I can’t ever see that
happening because 1 never sing bad”

The Scissor Sisters said you had no respect for
the crowd...

Noel: “We don’t! We've not got respect for any crowd,
not even our own. You can put that in big black letters
as well, because we've never had respect for amy crowd,
they can all suck my arse as far as I'm concerned, I've
never becn one of those people who are like, (Adopts
worthy hippy voice) You are all my brothers and sisters.
1lock at it this way: £32.50 is nowhcre near enough
money to come and see me play my guitat. It should be
£32.50 for each member of the band, it’s that FUCKING
GOOD:. Scissor Sisters® It’s just music for hairdressers
isn't it? My daughter’s five and she fucking loves them.
Say no more”

They probably thought you should have ‘entertained’
people a bit more..
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...Alan White in
happier times. ..

~the much-
maligned
Glasto show...

~and 2ak Starkey
(left) with family J
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Liarm: “If tb{t's what they call entertaining then let
them haveTt - bright colo nd fucking weirdos on
stilts? I'm more entertaining than that cunt. And Il
rip his fucking vocal chords out any day because he's
fucking rubbish?”

learly, we're done with the catching up. It's time to

tum our attentions to the state of modem music

and sort the men from the boys, the Kaisers from
the Kasabians., Thing is, since we last interviewed
Casis, there’s been a seismic shift in the state of British
music. Where three years ago we were worshipping
the Yank-led new rock revolution after years of having
to make do with Turin Brakes, now there are more
great Brit bands than you can shake a Union Jack
guitar at. Weirdly enough, though, none of them sound
like Oasis. Whether it’s Bloe Party’s anti-hero stance,
Franz’s androgynous jerk-pop or Coldplay’s open-
hearted ballads, it’s hard to spot where Oasis influence
cornes in. Lad eulture, Loaded and New Labour - the
breeding ground that made it all possible - aren’t
culturally significant any more. Timas, as they say, have
a-changed, and Noel kmows it more than anyone.

“A gaggle of schoolgirls came up to me at a gig and
one of them went, ‘You're the coolest man ever’ I was
like, ‘Man? Fucking hell, it's changed overnight! I'm
now a man? That's like being someone's fucking dad
or something. I had to sit in the VIP area for ages and
mull it over, you know?”

Scunds like the anset of a erisis..

Noel “Not a crisis but... I used to be a geezer, a lad.
Now I'm a (long pause whilst he contemplates the
word)... ‘man’? Our fathcrs are men but... (pointing at
NME) listen, it comes to us all one day, so don't you
be getting too fucking cocky. It was the biggest back-
handed compliment I've ever had. I was like, ‘Yes,

.

1 am the fucking ecolest .. man® Did she say ‘man’™ My
gilfriend was taking the piss for fucking ages, 1 had to
go and get extremely drunk”

Why do you think a 16-year-old would care about the
return of Qasis?

Noel: “Because your big brother would have fucking
drummed it into you that we meant more than any
other band. Same reason I was into the Sex Pistols.
Iwas at a Razorhight gig a couple of weeks ago —which,
incidentally, was like a fucking youth club - and all
these 15, 16-year-olds were saying, “Definitely Maybhe’
changed our lives, we'd jump around with tennis
rackets to Rock'n'Roll Star” I thought, ‘You were
fucking nine when it carr ¢ out”

So do you agree that Brinch music’s in the healthiest
state it’s been in since Britpop?

Liam: “Not at all. There’s a load of shit out there.
Fucking Kaiser Chiefs? Rubbish, Not having any of that
nonsense, they’re just a bad Blur. I'm not having it..”

They're big Qasis fans too...

Liam: “] don’t give a fuck what they are, they’re
fucking rubbish. Not having it AT ALL. How can they
be Oasis fans? They wear make-up.”

Noel: “They're northerners, though, aren't they?

1 rerember asking The Killers if they wanted to play
with us at Madison Square Garden. They said they
couldn’t so (Ricky Wilson] said, ‘We will"' I was like,
‘Go away until I've heard of you”

Liam- “(Clearly ugitated) But they wear fucking make-
up and their kecks are skin-tight, what’s that about™

It's all part of rock showing its sensitive side. Shyness,
vulnerability, modesty...

Liam- “.. and they probably think they’re shit anyway.
They'll only be here for 20 minutes. You'vc got people
going, Fucking hell, 'm on Top Of The Pops, 1 really
shouldn’t be here’ Well, what you fucking doing it for
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then? ‘1 can’t believe I'm here'? Well, fuck off then and
let someone have a go who will believe it. We knew
where we were going”

We take 1t you're not a member of the Bloc Party
fanclub, then?

Liam. “They just remind of a band off University
Challenge, like they're sitting on a panel or something.
You see them and you're just waiting for some geezer to
start askang them questions.”

Noek: “They’re not my thing They might do 1t for
a certain type of teenage boy or girl. Probably single.
Like The Cardigans or The Posies, all those shit jngly
jangly indie bands. All on Creation, funmly encugh.”

What abouit The Libertines?

Liam. “I'm not into smackheads. Smackheads need
slaps.”

Noel: “But you can't be a fucking drug snob and say
[Pete’s] more of a cunt than we were! We were domng
serious drugs n’gs5, we were rowdy little fuckers but
we weren't turned into monsters hke he's been.”

Surely crack’s different than your fondness for a bit
of nose-up?

Noel: “All hard drugs are fucking shit. But you only
come to that conclusion after many years of bemng
mvolved 1n it and you go, ‘Actually, 'm surrounded by
twats, I've had the same conversation about David Icke
and flying saucers for the last fucking six years and
Tden’t think I can put up wath 1t any more, Pete’s always
been an absolute gentleman to me and my missus, he's
meredibly well-read and he’s got a good soul. Itelt you
what, he needs to wash his hands more, but that’s about
1t. He's one of the last bohemiang, man, It's not about
the funky haircut and the Fred Pexry shirt with b,
You're as likely to see him walking dovm the street in
an overcoat, topless and a pair of fucking sandals as
you are on the arm of a supermodel. Plus, you can sense
the devotion at their gigs, the atmosphere between the
fans and what was about to happen. I thought, “This is
exactly how it used to be with Oasis’ Devoted kids”

Liam. “(Vistbly pissed off and rapidly ristng out of
his chair) So what does the word Libertine mean?
What does 1t mean? Freedom? He's fucking in the
comer doing smack with a helmet on his head! There’s
nothing free about that. It's nasty, nmt? If the kads like
"em, fair enough, but they’re nowhere near like us. The
music’s rubbish for a start”

Is there anyone you like, Liam?

Liam. “The best band for me is Kasabian, man. I'm
having them. I hke the way they look. If a band dont
look nght I'm not having 1t But they look good, I like
what they've got to say.”

They've made a career out of studying you!

Liam: “They sound nothing like us though. I like the
melody and the spint of the band. Other than that?
The 22-20s have got a couple of songs. The Subways
have got one I hke. That's 1t for me. You heard The
Paddingtons? Fucking awful! And that band Dogs?

1 seen them on TV and they’re hike fucking Sigue Sigue
Sputnik or something”

K Liam, now might not be the best time to ask, but

we've been thinking about who could be the new

you. We kind of need another genuine, grade-A
rock’n'roll star right now and so we've drawn up a list of
potential applicants. Can we gauge your opiuon?

Liam. “Sure.”

Right, first up - thanks to his blinkered self-belief and
rent-a-gob qualities — we have. Johnny Borrell.

Liam. “Fuclang no chance!”

He talks a good talk.

Liam: “Listen, I was standing by him the other day and
he was going, (Adopts voice of public school posho)
Iamin a rock’n’roll band. We are called Razorlight”

But he's just another fucking University Challenge boy.

I don't like the way he looks. A rock star? Fair play to
hira, but I know for a fact deep down he doesn’t believe
it. Because his music’s fucking shit”

Alnght. How about rock’s prermer showman, Mr
Alex Kapranos?

Liam: “He reminds me of fucking Right Said Fred.
You put on T'm Too Sexy For My Fucking Thing” next
to their records and I bet you any money 1t’s the same
person. It's the same fucking person! He's just gone on
the Atkins diet and grown his hair! Not my thing at all.
1 don't like quuky, wewrd music. It's not my cup of tea all
that nonsense, million miles an hour musie that's not
going anywhere”

How about Pete or Carl®

Liam: “They've sphit up. That lasted long didn’t 1t?”*

Pete cornered the Tabloid Seandal market that you
had pimned down around 'g6, nght?

Liam: “Yeah. It'll keep 'em off my back for a bit”

OXK, what about .

“Lasten, 1t's fucking Charlotte Church for me, man.
She could be the next Liam, She’s got a great voice
and she fucking has 1t, She lmows how to get fucking
hammered and she freaks people out”

‘Where Liam plays his cartoon character role of
petulant, pissed-off kid to perfection, Noel is the
consummate professional, turming on effortless charm,

“BLOC PARTY REMIND ME

OF A BAND OFF UNIVERSITY
CHALLENGE. YOU SEE THEM
AND YOU'RE JUST WAITING
FOR SOME GEEIER TO START

ASKING THEM QUESTIONS™
LIAM GALLAGHER

at least for the duration of this interview, and ratthng
off a seleetion of his best impressions. He doesn't
share the same disdain for today’s brnightest hopes:

“T don't think we've seen a bona fide great record for
15-year-olds to claim for their owm,” he says, “although
Babyshambles are the nextin line to do 1t, Pete's got
everything in place now”

If that happens, will there be no need for Oasis
any more?

Noel “I hope it does happen! I've said to people, the
torch is there man, Somebody fucking come and take
1t, if you've got the balls”

You've cast a pretty huge shadow, though, It’s almost
like you're there looking over everyone going ‘Well, you
ain't played Knebworth have you?

Gem. “We're not a shadow, we're the sun!”

Noek “Thers will be a band thatll take it one levs]
further. There has to bs! We can't be the last great
rockn’roll band in England, surely? The likes of Keane
cannot fucking win out in the end, can they?”

‘What goes through your mind when you switch on
the radic and hear Keane?

Noel: “Well, 'm sure they're.. I'm sure they're..

Right! Put this m fucking big black letters, please!
Traditionally speaking, throughout the history of
rockn’roll, the three biggest twats in any band are
always the singer, the keyboardist and the drummer.
You can't argue with that! All singers are twats. As
are all keyboard players. As are all drummers. In fact,

drummers are absolute twats. I don't need to say

WOV v 1

WE'RE WHY YOU ACL GOT INTO MUSICH

anything else And how can you be in a band without

a guitarist? That's not fucking right, is it Even Bloc
Party have guitarists' I'm sure they’re nice boys and
they're parents are very proud of them. but it's music
for squares, mnit? I don't know anybody who owns their
records Maybe when you get in the barber’s and you're
like, ‘What's this fucking rubbish? And P’rm not just
saying that because 1t's not rock'n'roll ‘Cos I don't know
what that fucking means Coldplay aren't rockn’roll,
but I'm having them. It's not all about the black leather
Jacket, Jack Daniel’s, sunglasses and cigarettes.
Although smokang does help.”

Is 1t ttue you were mvited for tea with Johnny Borrell?

Noek: “You know what? I fucking love hum and I love
him for this alone: he's absclutely convineed that he's
gonna be the greatest star in the world. He looked a it
forlomn at the NME Awards this year and he comes
up to me with his award and says, ‘I really thought we
were gonna get three. You got three once, didn’t you®
1 said, ‘Well, actually we got four one night, but it
doesn’t matter’ Next time I seen him was at Ally Pally
and I told ham 1t was a really great gig He said, ‘I don't
need your comphments, I need your advice. How am
1 gonna handle it when I play Knebworth?”

That's definitely the Oasis way of thimking, but a lot of
bands around now - Franz, Bloc Party, Coldplay — seem
more hke a reaction to Oasis than anything else,

Noek: “Totally! Coldplay 1s 2 reaction, So1s Travis,
So1s Keane...”

So you're responsible for Keane!

Noel “Yeah, That’s fuclang horrible, 1sn't it?”

o't unleash the hounds just yet, readers. Oasis

may have admitted responsibility for pop music’s

most annoying face, but they're not going
anywhere for a while. When Don't Believe The Truth’
lands in July, the ground wall shake. And it'll shake
simply because 1t’s Oasis and they - after all this time
- can still make the ground shake like no other band. In
fact, the degree to which their new LP dares to not fit in
wath today’s trends for all things angular and arty 1s a
statement m 1tself of Oasis’ all-conquenng importance.

“We don’t fit into anything,” shouts Liam, nsing out
of his chair again, swaggernng around the room and
thudding back down. “We're just a rock’n’roll band.
We never fit in with Britpop erther. I don’t want to fit
m, because all these young fucking bucks today aren’t
fit to wipe my shoes, They all look like idiots and wear
wimnklepickers! Winklepickers! Winklepickers, ight
kecks and ties If I wanted to dress hike that I'd be back
at primary school” He exhales a derisory explosion
of pent-up rage, “And knowing you lot it won't last
long will 16?” The finger’s out again, stabbing in that
accusatory way of his, “You'll start slagging them off
soon enough.”

Before Liam saunters out with a cocky, cursory “make
what you make of 1t,” Noel has a inal musing on Oasig’
influence over modern music.

Nosl. “T know we've changed things becanse most
of these bands have told me personally. Back in 'g6
we'd meet kids saying, ‘We've started a band, we're
called Definitely Maybe, and I'd be liks, “‘Well, you lock
like a dick for a start, so pack it in.! But now you meet
25-year-old kuds and they've sold a million records.
And they do check for that alburn (Definitely Maybe').
It’s not me being bigheaded saying, ‘That’s why you
all got into music or, ‘(Points at NME) That's why you
got nto writing’ (this, incidentally, ts 100 per cent true)
because 1t changed my life just as much. It changed all
of our lives. For a certain age-group of people we were
Year Zero. Carter The Unstoppable Sex Machmne never
seemed so fucking far away after that.”

And o they beheve it then so should you. They are,
after all, still cool as fuck.
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5 Noel and Liom have pretty much alweys been there (eparl from the odd absence to 9o househunting), hm
—"‘-  here have been plenly of olher players in the Gasis slory. From Alon White fo 2k Starkey, they're all here

LIAM GALLAGHER - PAUL ‘BONEHEAD’ ARTHURS - PAUL ‘GUIGSY’

MCGUIGAN - TONY MCCARROLL

The first ine up comes together when The Rain's guitarist Paul Arthurs becomes
idissansfied vath singer Chns Hutton. He seeks cut a local pretty boy by the name of

Liam s & replccement, who suggests changing the name to Oasis after the venue in

Swindon, which is on an (nspiral Carpets tour poster in his bedroom.

LIAM - NOEL, GALLAGHER - BONEHEAD - GUIGSY - TONY

Back home from roadieing for the very same inspiral Carpets, Liar’s older brother
comes to see an Dasis gig at the Boardwalk in Manchester. He is not blown away, but
“sees an outlet for the songs he has been amassing, We all know what happens next...

Md M - WOEL - BONEHEAD - GUIGSY - ALAN WHITE

Days*w#sre their first Number One single, Gasls get rid of drummer Yoy McCarroll.
His replacement 1 the brother of Peul Weller's drummer, Stewe White. Alan’s first
performance with Oasis s on Top Of The Pops miming to ‘Soiize Might Say’. His second
is at Bath Pavilion - a warm-up for his third, vhich is headlining the Pyramid Stage at
Glastonbury on Friday night.

LIAM - NOEL - BONEHEAD - SCOTT MCLEOD - ALAN

Paul ‘Guigsy’ McGuigan leaves temporarily, citing “nervous exhaustion™. His

replacerment is Scott McLeod of The Ya Ya's, who pretty soon after freaks out and Jeaves

himsedf (@lthough not before immortalising himself in the ‘Wonderwall' video). Soon
|[after he contacis Noel, saying he feels he has made the wrong decision. “4 think you

have too. Good luck signiag on,” comes the renly.

-y

-t

QI

} IAM - NOEL - BONEHEAD - ALAN
» trisis, Oasis perform ‘Morning Glory' on the Late Show With David Letterman as
» ‘our-piece, with Bonehead switching from rhythm guitar to bass for the evening.

&

NOEL - BONEHEAD - GUIGSY - ALAN

Just prior to a post Knebworth US tour, Liam Gatlagher declares he's “not going
.amywhere until | find a heuse”, abandoning the band at the airport. To teach him

|a lesson, Noe| takes over vocal duties and the tour goes ahead as planned with Guigsy
retuming to the fold. America quite likes what they see.

LIAM -~ NOEL ~ GEM ARCHER ~ ANDY BELL - ALAN

During the recording of ‘Standing On The Shoulder Of Giants’ in France. Bonehead
walks out after a row with Nael. Guigsy follows. Replacements arrive in the shape of

Heavy Stereg’s singer and Hurricane #1's lead guitarist. They now have to spend the

next year touring an album they didn’t play on,

5 )

LIAM - MATT DEIGHTON - GEM - ANDY - ALAN

Noel quits said tour in Bascelona after what he describes as “a major disagreement
twith monkey boy, the singer”. The band continue, drafting in Mother Earth guitasist

Matt Deighton, who learns all the chords on a plane over to Milan. Noel retums when
ithe tour hits the UK which, his brether decides, makes him “a goal hanger”.

LY

LIAM - NOEL - GEM ~ ANDY - ZAK STARKEY
'There is a dispute over band meetings and Alan White is told to do one by Liam. His
replacement is the son of the drummer In sometime-Qasis-inspirations The Beatles.

5

LIAM - NOEL - GEM - ANDY - CHRIS SHARROCK
Zak departs amicably, and the flral line-up of Oasis falls into place when ex-La's and

| Robhie Wilams sticksman Chris Sharrock is signed up. He s singled out by Andy Bell
for “heing able to play ‘Supersonic’ pronerly!” Rumours abound that this line-up, minus
Noel, will be continuing..
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Dox%es close the 2009 adidas House rart
to JD in typically Lrilliant style in Leeds

_—
) av

Foliowing shows by the fikes of
Iwisted Wheel, Tinchy Stryder and Esser, Doves
are set 1o arrive at the intimate Leeds Cockpit.
The venue, predictably, is as rammed as the

_— e -
) - rurn roll, ceescendo, heers in the air
- and giveusa cheer - finally the most
nighly-anticipated adidas House
, party gig exclusive to JD is upon kst
3

first morning of an Ikea sale: wide-gyed teenagets

jostling with gents in thet sixties, all here to see
the hest NME adidas show vet - with the mighty
Doves playing their most intimate show in years.
Singer Jimi Goodwin, guitarist brotiter Jez and
drummer Andy Williams take to the stage
following a suppert slot from OLFAR & The Feral
pets, who induce smiles the size of metonslices
ameng the crowd, who'd packed in early to make

the maost of the fun.

Party Gigs exclusive

— r@&ﬁm.

PR AN EEY
Nigs- .

Opening etiphorically wi ‘
y with ‘House OF M; -
gfni of rfl;ny stando_uts from last year's ‘;ir:gt;o
5 ZOUSEJ , itself aq:!almed as one of NME"s albumrsn
bk crow;i D:]w:s mstantly garner adoration from
bl , most of w_hom are in awe at seeing th
o ester legends in such an intimate -
Tl}'}ruunclmg asthe Leeds Cockgpit.
J :icm\yd. alt of whom have got in free by
Leedan% tls?;els through NME and adidas at the
s can'tfﬁ ;xr_e c;l::g z elf'ltj;osl'ing an experience
Fear’ at ear-shudderi e el
i ars| ng volume. The ba
; dderin nd du
Ci’i;:?li? ':Vﬂl?; ﬂgﬁﬁ:ﬁ !he slong toa bluste:},ng
ing along wi
wl;%es req:lytoutdn’t have flown ?nﬁg? tt:?;l:" ;
: rufﬂr_ng our feathers about how amazi e
W 0y series has been, N

Y

; 40 YEARS OF SOLES AND STRIPES
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THE LAST STAND

ooking back, the enly sign that wasn’t there

were the words THE FAREWELL TOUR'

daubed across the posters. Better than to

either burn out or to fade away is to do one

almighty vietory lap of the world, reminding
all that no fucker is ever coming for your erown and
then doing one at the top of yout game.

Except it wasn't, in the event, that simple. Dig Out
Your Soul' h=d baen well received, and on their arena
tour (“club shows for Oasis” as their STM promoter
quipped) the band werc on firc. On October 24 ‘ast
year, Qasis sold half a million tickets in a single day
for a run of shows spanning three nights at Wemblcsy
Stadium and the same number at Manchester’s Heaton
Park, plus shows i Dublin, Edinburgh and Cardiff
Thay were essentially going to play 10 Knebworths.

Yet, as the tour rolled around, all was not well, as
Noel used his blog to repeatedly slag off his brother,
and Liam began responding on his new Twitter page,
A bizarre warm-up at the Camden Roundhouse in
which Liam was in angry form even for him, had Noel
referring to “Whazisname, probably on his man
period,” while Liam responded by tweeting that Noel
was “the fool on the bill,” and in a picture on a night out
looked like, “he’d got through to the next round of The
X Factor”. As the intemnet battles continued more chaos
enveloped the tour — a complete misunderstanding
with The Enemy led to Liam nearly throwing them off
the tour, their show at Heaton Park fell apart due to
sound problems leading to Noel promising refunds for
the entire crowd (a statement he would later regret),
and NME was briefly banned from their shows. We
were quickly forgiven, although then we played a part
in accelevating the friction as Liam declared in our

F pages that “it takes more than blood to be my brother”.

The shows were a tnumph, but with the two barely
speaking, Liam off designing clothes and Noel flirting
with psych-rockers, the writing was on the wall Casis
played their last UK show at the Stafford leg of the
V Fostival 2009, messily exploding in France a week
later - before their gig in Paris Liam was playing an
acoustie guitar given to him by his wife, Noel took the
piss, Liam hurled the guitar at him, Noel stamped on 1t, ’

; Liam retaliated by pulling over an entire rack of Noel’s ’

" guitars, and Noel walked out He released a statement
+ the next day, citing, “verbal and viclent intimidation" as
the reacon, adding, “I simply could not go working wath
Liam a day longer” Qasis are over. ”
Four months on and, while his brother has kept
a dignified silence, Liam has been doing numerous V2 — A
interviews to promote Pretty Green, in which he has
already declared he’s formed a new band with the other r
. ex-members of Oasis. Apparently they've recorded

three new songs already which Liam says are “fucking  »
amazing” but “It ain't a new direction,” and as such L] . .
he may still ory to hang on to the Qasis name. Noel
may well have something to say about that, and he is
doubtless hatehing his ovm plans, too. 2010 is going to
be as excit'ng a year as any for Qasis fans. Dan Martin -

' Oasis at Murrayfield Stadium, Edinburgh, y
June 17, 2009. Photographed by Danny North
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CADEWY EVENTS WY ARR 3N GEMENT WITR Arydewy Evancs by mranpesasit wiils Priseary Tkt Ierationsl prasent

PRIMARY TSLEMGUNTERMATIONAL PRESENT. -\~’ I An I , ' ] WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY
l [ BRISTOL O2 ACADEMY2
THURSDAY 21 JANUARY
LIVERPQOY, O2 ACADEMY2
FRIDAY 22 JANUARY
SHEFFIELD Oz ACADEMY2
16l 3
. SA{'UF!DAY 28 JANUARY
NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY
MONDAY 256 JANUARY
GLASGOW Oz ABG2
TUESDAY 28 JANUARY
BIRMINGHAM O2 ACADEMY2
- r THURSDAY 28 JANUARY
MONDAY 23 tANUARY THURSDAY 11 MARCH - % / OXFORD Q2 ACADEMY2
E SHEFFIELD C2 ACADEMY 2 Y S0 [
WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY WEDMESDAY 17 MARCH . SATURDAY 30 JANUARY

BIZMINGHAM O2 ACADEMY 2 , LONDQNIGIINGTON g2 ACADRMY
SHNDAY 31 tANUARY FRIDAY 19 MARCH . 1 Tﬂm m‘ zm m‘k‘m 11:.:?;:&5‘: SOk

- - ] x ,
OXFCRD Ca ACADEMY 2 ' : com?
TICKEYS. 0844 477 2000 TICKETWER CO UK Tickets: 0844 477 2000 / wwuticketweb.co.uk 3 4 12+ tnder 140 et be acoan ec by an 3.1 CEEINR
W) RCH, COMITLOMOOns w aciub

MOt o The busi i oR dedmty
of the ywar” . Roding Siome

Saturday 30 January :

TUESDAY 02 MARCH
BIRMINGHAM O, ACADEMY3 g3
. “riday 05 Feb ' TUESDAY 23 FEBRUARY -
(Rt S gt NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY2 | OXFORD Oz ACADEMY2

OWS: 0844 477 2000 Tickets: 0844 477 2000 { wwae.licketweb.co.uk BUY ON-LINE: WWW.TICKETWRE.CO.UK

TS FOR &
W 1 p k AR ACTACEMY EVENTS PABSENTATION Y ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA
B KL K Tickats: 0844 477 200D / tickatwesb.co.uk oo/ e Scted Shaa gl WY WARETHEDRUMS.COM
A1 Acuderwy Events presencathon An Academy Events pretentation by 4 i with 13 Artists TAWAMY ADAC . COM/THENRUMAF QORE YP ©

www.academy-svents.ce.uk / www.myapace.com/academy
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/ R ---o ; q .
P B TRANRERR . ..‘3
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E MACCABEES

Bombay THE
Bicyele  BIG PINK

%

THE Y
DRUMS ———i
Thu 4tk Feh Newcastle 0. Academy Sat 13th Feb Cardiff University ®— /.
Fri 5th Feb Glasgow Barrowland Sun 14th Feb  Bristol 0; Academy RN A
Sat 6th Feb Mangisale®Edadomy Mon 15th Feb  Brighton Dome -
Sun 7th Feb Leads 0; Academy Tue 16th Feb Bournemouth 0: Academy
Tue Sth Feb Nottingham Rock City Thu 18th Feb Portsm@QUDPQidiids Centre
Wed 10th Feb Norwich UEA Fri 19th Feb Cambridge Cormn Exchange \ ‘
x Thu 11th Feb Birmingham 0: Academy Sat 20th Feb Brixton 02 Academy ! -\

Tickets available from

www.gigsandtours.com www.ticketmaster.co.uk www.hmvtickets.com: e L el
: 24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 260 / 0844 826 2826 41 inciuce 2 50p charity donation %

e & [ED Bl b0V S .

P
An SJM Concerts presentation in association with BF Concerts and Metropolis Music ~“
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HAROUKEN?

MIIKE SNOW

PLLSSUESTS THIS CITY + UNICORN KID
LONDON SCALA LONDON SCALA
BRITISH DETROIT
: SEA POWER SOCIAL CLUB
L SURFER Bl.llﬂll SFAHHOW & THE WORKSHOP BDI.I]HAWKS \’llllNE REBEL SET N
Ghe LONDON SCALA LONDON CARGO 7 g
|29 ESUNSHINE SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO |
S UNDERGROUND DELICATESSEN \
DM COSM JARVIS + WILD PALMS g SRR N
R LONDON KOKO LONDON MATTER Eo
JELPHI( NEW YOUNG ", 1ia
EGYPTIAN HIP HOP PON$U§I—UB RSN
LONDON CARGO LONDON Oz ACADEMY ISLINGTON . . .- 3
FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS FlUSEUEﬂf :
LONDON SCALA LONDON HEAVEN -'

Tickets ava lable from www.nme.com/tickets or 0871 230 1094

www.gigsandtours.com www.ticketmaster.co.uk

24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 260 / 0844 844 0444 . '.\
Includes a S0p charity donation 4. 2

A Metropolis Music presentation 2

S
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THE BEST NEW BANDS
6 VENUES

3 BANDS A NIGHT

10 POUNDS EACH GIG
BARGAIN

5-14 FEBRUARY

THE SOFT PACK « HADOUKEN! « PALOMA FA(TH

* ROX « MIRRORS « COMANECHI « OU EST LE
SWIMMING POOL « MYSTERY JETS » TWO DOOR
CINEMA CLUB « PLASTISCINES « COSMO JARVIS

* JESCA HOOP « THE MISERABLE RICH -+ LISSIE

* UNICORN KID « CATE Lfz BON « TINIE TEMPAH -

IAN KING * LEDDRA CHAPMAN « EXAMPLE = SLOW
CLUB » HAMEL » CHEW LIPS « ALEX GARDNER
JERSEY BUDD - FIRST AID KIT « POLLY MACKEY &
THE PLEASURE PRINCIPLE « BAND OF SKULLS -

THE WAVE PICTURES ¢ LISA MITCHELL » KRYSTLE
WARREN ¢ JOSHUA RADIN » THE BOY WHO TRAPPED
THE SUN « ALAN POWNALL +» SLOW MOVING MILLIE -
DAVY KNOWLES - ANDREW MORRIS

HEAVEN « JAZZ CAFE = ULU -
BARFLY « BORDERLINE -
RELENTLESS GARAGE

W, NEXTEIGTHING.COM
24hr CALL CENTRE 0844 209 0330
£10 - NO BOOKING FEE

G me0d
§ "\ Lonoon -

FESTIVALS = “ioss [ JLondon |

EVER SATURDAY

1
ORGASMIC POP 605 MOD SOUL NEW WAVE ACTION
KER’'S, LONDON, WC2H BLP

K STREET

GUESTS

P
MYSPACE COM/ 'BLOWLJPC_UB FACEBOOK COM/BLOWU

BKEBEE EVER FRIDAY

N AT CLUB NME..

WTEROSEMOM T uﬂuﬁl

"“"' "‘""" MEMORY TAPES
Tl i
WITHSTUD T CARD LIPS
$.30PM - 44N FIBST 100 FREE LB -SOLER
E6B41IPN /27 AFTER

29 JAN
romermsasms (| OfFias seoRers acr

1y ¥ EARD POMALY STATLARLE OF iTumes
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WANT YOU§

A&R wanker

offers unsigned
bands the

chanee to pitch
themselves. If they
can survive Blaine
they’re ready

for anything...

WELCOME TO MY

LEVEL PLAYING

FIELD. SHOOT...

Cralg (vocals):

“we're a four-place

Indie band from the

Midiands, and we

do energetic,

urgent indie rock

with loads of

melodies and hooks in there. We played this year's
Glastonbury, we've Just been on tour with Twisted
Wheel and Exit Caitm, which was pretty sweet.”

TWISTED WHEEL? THE ANTI-BUNSEN.
“well, we have the same sort of energy they exert,
but it’s more like Kasabian, a bit trippy In places.”

PAINT ME A PICTURE OF YOUR IMAGE
PRESENTATION...

“1t’s al) fitted jeans, bigjackets and good haircuts.
It's a classic iook, we're not massively out there,”

FEMALE UPTAKE LOOKS BELOW THE RADAR,
COULD YOU ACTION TIGHT VESTS LIKE JLS?
“There's four faces that aren't ugly, but | think it'll
be the songs and attitude that will drag ’em in.”

ANY PROFILE SPRINGBOARDS FOR 20107
“glastonbury is almost confirmed, then we’re going
on tour, Gld-fashiened, balls-to-the-wall hard work,
Blaine. Not too many gimmicks geingon.”

CAN YOU INCENTIVISE A RIOT OR VAGINALLY
INFEGRATE A CELEBRITY TO CREATE BANDWIDTH?
“I'm open to scandal, mate. You don’t want to hear
the boring stuff about the work hard.”

NOW YOU'RE LICKING MY LOLLIPOP. SEE YOU ON
THE SQUASH COURTS.

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/CENTURYMAN

o1TCH YOUR BAND

#f you're in an unsigned band and fancy

golng head-to-head with Blaine, email
fetters@®nme.com with a link to your MySpace
page plus a contact email and phone number

and the subject line “ASR wanker”

NEW & UNSIGNED

BAND MENTIONED IN NME? CALL 020 3148 2989

CEL

| WSUNBLRSTRNOINES

A

ACTIONS, BEACTIONS

- Rock ‘n’ Reot Magazine

b N0 10 Ju abesy”

- Mu=1c-Zine

NME SAYS: Artful, funk-rock

Kartica

wmspteconis-tamst fpauin TYRREIL @

2008 is over along with UK Tour

\
winw faceDook.co ialges!
Karical2277036350

Watch out Europe 2010
as Substance is sfil upon us![!

Www.myspace conpisiomigmams

NRE SAYS: Solid Sheffield alt.rockers NME SAY » Widescreen bal adee ng
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BAND SERVICES

| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...

OASIS

Sam Charlery, 18, Horsham: “What
guitar tricks do I need to learn from
Noel Gallagher to write and play

"Oasis songs?”

THE SOUND

Noel Gallagher is one of the most
underrated guitarists around; even
the man himself, who ksn’t shy about
teliing people how good his songs are,
remains modest ot the subject. He's
been very oven ahout his admiration
for the guitar-playing and songwriting
of The Beatles, Johniy Mart and even
Fleetwood Mac’s Peter Green.

THE GEAR

Apart from Strats, Noel has pretty ~ »
much played everythingin his

time; Gibson Les Pauls, Fender z
Teles and Gibson ES-3355. However,

if you need to just pet one guitan go
for an Epiphone semi-acoustic, Pick [
up a Epi Sheraton, Rivieraoreven ™=
Casino and you'lt get those tones. E{
Ampwise, a Yox AC-30, aMarshall «
gluesbreaker, or an Orange

Overdrive 120 head through

Au12-inch cabs will do the job. As

for pedals, a Pro Co Rat

Distortion, a Boss DD-7

Digital Delay, PH-3 Phaser

and a Roland Space Echo

RE-201 all get their time

on Noel’s guitar parts.

THE TECHNIQUE
Dropped O tuning (that
Is, tune the thickest string
down to D) gets you a
fiumber of Oasis
songs, such as ‘Bag It
Up’, ‘The Tuming’ and
‘The Nature Of
Reality”. when writlng
songs, two of Noel’s
fave keys (the chords
the songs are /
based around} are .

G major aMl E

minor, Learn all

the notes In

these scales -

NEXT WEEK:
Noah And The Whale

Words by John Callaghan from...

fortunately, they share a ot of the
same ones. Using these kinds of
chords give you what are called
common tones, These make your
songs easy to play. if you want to get

the jaunty feet of, say, ‘The lmportance

Of Being 1dle’ try out compound time -

where the beats are divided Into three

notes rather than two notes. Puzzied?

Well, 4/4 {common time) is ‘one, two,

three, four’ while 6/8, a compound
time signature, is ‘one and uh TWO
and uh three and uh FOUR...

BEST TRICK
A capo at the second fret transforms
some simple chords and progressions
into Qasis songs. Play along to
‘wonderwall’ with, then without,a
capo - and feel the difference,

“This (hod?
1t’s G hore now”

COLINTII

r [ yoroponicd,

Grow what you want, when you want.

Don'tbuy it, Grow ot

www.3CH.co.

DATE CHAT
MEN: 0871 908 8919
GAY: 0871 908 3944

18+, Welesk ORAA 534 OR34.
%71 5 18p per min. Network extran
apply. Live talls recorded. SP: 4D.

WOMEN CALL FREE*
0800 075 9128

#0800 * Free from BT Landhne

0872 100
Ih.w

STUDIO ASSISTANT
NEEDED - Salary,
Negotiabk
We are loakinp tor o
Studio Assistant to joun
our 1ondon tcam -
competent m Pro Tools
& Logic. able to edit
audw commetgial
studio experience
necessary.
Please emuil your CV
to Wl Hicks al
into@ wabbie.com
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LEADING
VOCAL
COACH

To the famous

Tel: 020 8958 9323

Mill Hill Music Gemplex
0208 906 9981
London NW7

ICheck v
10 Minules from M1/M25
5 mirts walk fram Hill Hill Bvray
Thamesink, 20 mins by Train from
5 Gross, Mo stairs & Ampis Parking

wen: m il mus c.co uk

BonaFideStudio

recosding and rehearsal studio

SOHPROTKIe 2RI, 00K
020 7584 S350 or 020 7684 BIST
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(MEchael Jackson Tribute]
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Dver 500 exclusive tshirt :
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www.LiveandUnsigned.UK.com
Live and Unsigned festval caming this summer! 1
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THE UK'S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD
Edited by Ash Dosanjh

HAPPY MONDAYS

WHERE: LIVERPOOL 02 ACADEMY (THURS)
The Salford boys, headed by the UK’s Number One
hedonist Shaun Ryder, see in the New Year with this
special appearance. Just don’t expect any sense out of
them at midnight. NME.COM/artists/happy-mondays

DON’T MISS

JACK PENATE

WHERE: PORTSMOUTH PYRAMID (THURS)
Having proved that the second tricky albtim isn’t such
a big deal once you diteh inane guitar pop in favour of
Brazilian-tinged, tropical indie, Pefate plays this
one-off gig.

', RADAR STARS

DIVORCE
WHERE: GLASGOW OLD FRUITMARKET (THURS)
Fed up of shuffling your feet to the same old dance
steps? Then let Glaswegian nae-wavers Divorce offer
up some hell-raising tinnitus-inducing mayhem,
NME.COM/artlsts/divorce

EVERYONE’S TALKING
e~ . ABOUT

MUMFORD & SONS

WHERE: LONBON FLOWERPOT (THURS)
The folk heroas round off the year in style with

L a delightfully low-key show.

PICK OF CLUB NME

/ REVEREND AND THE MAKERS
WHURE: LOMDON RO (Tl

Jon MecClure heads Club NME London’s New Year
celebrations with Example and Ou Est Le Swimming
Pool in support. MME.COM/clubnme

=14 AND ABOVE =16 AND ABOVE

= ALL AGES
= UNDER 145 WiTH AN ADULT

54 MNME zsenuary 2010

WED-FRI

DEC30-JAN1

Getting us all in the party spirit on Thursday
is NME Radio’s Chris Martin as he plays inte

the last few hours of 2009 from 7Zpm

WEDNESDAY
DEC 30
BELFARL,
The Searchers Waterfront
028 9033 4455
BRISTOL
The Cotwulslons Ofd Duke
01179277137
Roseanne Hamilton Prom
0117942 7319
coRK
Fight Like Apes Cyprus Avenue
0035321 427 6165
EDINBURGH
Bad Manners Picture House
0844 8471740
GLASGOW
ThaSeventeesnth Century King
Tut's Wah Wah | lut 0141 221 5279
LEEDS
Bavon Lesh Joseph's well
0113 203 1861
LONDON
Bact For Lazarus Old Blue Last
02076132478
Elmor Good Ship 020 7372 2544
Roy Ayres la22 Calé 020 7916 6060
Sealings Dublin Castle
02074861773
Wilko 3ohnsan 100 Club
0207656 0933

MAKCHESTESD.

Deadmaus Warehouse Project
Q161 8353500
Grace Kelly Union #usic Lounge
0151_2_24 221

NEWCASTLE
Atti)a The stockbroker Cluny
0181 230 4474

PORTSMOUTH

Dragon Eye Morrisan Wed d

rbowo! ICroft 0117 587 4144
CORK
Blue Devil Duo Fhe Pavllion
00 35321427 6228
Mick Flannery Opera Holise
00 3532t 270022

EDINEURGH
Confusion Is Sex Bonge Club
0131 858 7604
Departure £ounge The Caves
0131 557 8489
Erol Alkan Cabaret Voltaire
Q131 2206176
Madness Princes Stieet Gardens
Q131 473 2000
Myl 'icture Houze 0844 847 1740
Termite Sheaky Pete's
0131 2251757
Vegas Ocean Terminal
0876220 1116

GALWAY
Fight Like Apes Rolsin Dubh
00 3539) 586540

GATESHEAD
Yhe Happy Cats Three Tuns
D191 487 0666
Katie Dpherty Sage Arena
0870703 1555

ELASEOW
The Amphetameanies/
The Bucky Rage King Tut's Wah
véah Hut 0141 2215279
Be A Farndliar Box 0161 36 4355
The Boycotts Nice'n'Sleazy
014) 3339637
DivorcefHudscn Mohawke/

R ADI

Reverend And The Makers/Ou
Est Le Swimming Pool/Example
KOKO 020 7388 3222
Rogues/Spindie & Wit Barfly
0870907 099
Roy Ayres J.zz (afé 020 7916 6060
Shmlan Mobile Disco () Set)
02 Brixton Acaderny OR70 771 2000
slim $lip & The Sliders Ace Café
{20 8961 1000
The Sunburst Band Cargo
0207 7457340
The Urban Yoodoo Machine
Barden's Boudoir 0770 865 6633
Yaahafunk The Rest Is hoise
0207346 8521

MANCHES
Alex Metric Warehouse Project
{161 835 3500
Mr Saruff Band On The Wall
0161 832 6625
Todd Terje Deaf Institute
0141330 4019

NEWCASTIN
Honest Thief Black Bull
0191 1142846

NORWIH
Pure Passion Brickinakers
{1603 441118

NOTTINGHAM
AntlProduct Old Angel Inn
0115947 6735
Scratch Perverts Resctie Rooms
QL15 958 y484

PORTSMOUTH
The Blackoit Drift Bar

Drums Of Death Old “vuitmarket
0141 473311

tiorian Concept Stereo

0141576 5018

Gerry Lyons/Andrew Wilson

Rooms 023 9286 3211
SOUTHAMPTON

The Reason Joiners 023 8022 5612
STOKE OM TRENT

Headrush Sypermill 01782 214991
THADEIDAN WELLS

Rachel's Got A Flamethrower

The Forum 08712 777101

THURSDAY DEC 31
WaTH
mmm Motnr MR AAAA‘,‘S
BEOFORD
Pear! Handled Revolver Esquires
01234 340120
BELFAST
Green Velvet Queen’s University
0289074 5133
SDIRMINGHAN
Ryan Jarman (DJ Set) 02 Academy
08707712000
The Subterraneans Jam House
0121236 6677
SRGHTON
Far Too Loud Yolk Tavern
0273668144
Minlmal Xlds Audio 01273 624343
The Qemlsts Corcorde 2
0127367330
The valentines Prince albert
Q1273 730499
wendy's Parade Providence
Q2R 727822
2RISTOL
The Banes Prom 0117 9427319
Cheeba Start The Bus
OL17 930 4370
Eden Helght Old Duke
0lL7 927 7157
Roni Skze/Crystal Fighters/
Rusko/Alterns Motlon Ramp Park
0l179723t11
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02 ABC 0870 903 3449 WA
Greg Wilson/The Revenge Admiral
0141 2217705
Profect ven Hell/Sexy Enttourage
13th Note Café 0111 553 1638
Rod Joxtes The Flying Duck
01415720100
Ultrasonlc 02 Academy
0870 771 2000 WA
HITCHIN ™
Blue Root 2oots Club 85
01462 432767
LEEDS
Todo! The Ow| 0113 256 5242
LIVERPOOL
Chibuku Masgue 0151 707 6171
Happy Mondays 02 Academy
087077t 20
LONDOMN
amsterdam/The Trestles
Monto Water Rats 0207337 4412
Bellowhead Royal Festival Hall
020 7960 1242
Bop Soclal/Black Daniel/
The Indellcates v.Andmill
020 2671 0700
Caivin #arks The 02 Arena
0870 701 4444
Chas & His Band 100 Club
0207636 0933
Congo Faith Healers/Mean Poppa
Lean Bloamshiry Bowling Lanes
020 7691 20l0
Doves {(DJ Set) 93 Feet East
02Q 7247 6055
Ed Harcourt The Social
Q207 636 4992
Hed Kandi Indige  The 02 Arena
0870 701 4444
Mumford & Sons/Everything
Everything/Johnny Flynn/Pete
Roe The Flowerpot 0207 485 6040

VAR TIBEP
Jack Pefiate Pyramld
023 9235 8608
READNG
Dylly And The dothespegs Rising
Sun Aits Centre 0118 986 6728
SHEFFIELD
Ryan farman (bl Set)
02 Academy 0870 771 2000
STOKR ON'TRENT
New Education Underground
01782 2195944
5T ALBANS
The Slaves | 1om 01727 853143
SWINDON ™
Fry/Black Squirrel/The ¥ic Band
12 Bar 01793 535713
WAKEFIELD
Merrygo Escobar 01924 332000

FRIDAY JAN 1
BRIGHTON {
Brodinski Digital 01273 202407
BRISTOL
Arms And Sleepers/The
Lunarians/Beaks Of Eaglas/lerry
Afrald Start The Bus 0117 930 4370
BLASEOW
Area 51 Nice'n'SkeaZy 0141 3339637
Fhe Fire And § King Tut's Wah Wah
Hirt 0141 2215279
Qrderly Disorder The Flying Duck
{141 5720100
LWERRPOOL
Billy Price Band And The
Nighthawks University
0151 256 5555
lLoNpoN
Nick Curly 93 Feet East
Q207247 6095
Roy Ayers Jazz Cafe 020 7916 6060
The ¥ibrators/The Bermondsey
toyriders/sohnmy Throtile 100
Club 020 7636 0933
MANCHES!
Tlerfschwarz Warehouse Project
0161 B35 3500
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GIGS
BOOKINGNOW

SAT-TUES

JANUARY 2-5

Get over your New Year hangover by tuning
into Gill and Beez as they kick off 2010 with

NM

anew Metal Hammer Meltdownshowatzpm R A D

SATLIRDAY JAN 2 ey Siraddles The Sun BRIGHTON continue in their mission to spread their dream-doo-
BRIGHTON 13th Note Caf 0141553 1438 Glenhelt Prince Albert wop harmonies. NME.COM/artists/vivian-girls
Arms And Sleepers Fireebutt LEEDS 01273 730499
01273 603974 steph 5
Kight Of Treason Komedla 0113 3050372 Kew York Minute Croft
01273 647100 Lranpon 0117 957 4114 MI DI_AKE
BRISTOL The Hoax Dingwalls saffron Monkey The Coronation Tap y
The Remminants roft Q207267 1577 0117 9739417 . A N o
0117 987 4144 Nand Gritfith 02 Shepherds Bush DUBLIN Get set for this American rock hand from Denton,
CORK Empire 0870 771 2000 WA Alex Mathlas Trio Intemational Bar Texas, as they preview songs from their new record
Fish 6o Deep The Pavilion safehouse Theory/Sam Jones/ 00 3531 6770647 T f ) " K
R, Sasei e ey e Vo he Courage Of Others’. NME.COM/artists/midlake
DUBUIN Dubiln Cagtle 020 7485 1773 003531 B89 4900 &
Slster Sledge Tripod NOTTINGHAM LIVERPOOL
s S eas e THE MACCABEES
2 Many [Hs Savoy DLI5 947 5650 Winch House University
00 35321 4253000 SOUTHAMPTON 0151 255 5555 b - y
GLASGDOW Man In The Box Joiners LONDOA The Brightonians start the Shockwaves NME Awards
val Verde/Casino King Tut's Wah Wah 02380225612 Es:en And The aiz(td'llaramm Tour with The Big Pink, Bombay Bicycle Club and The
Hert D141 2215779 White Heat @ Madame o Jos :
o A, MONDAY JAN 4 ps e, Brums fn support. NME.COM/arfists/the-maccabees :
Q0 3531 475 9372 LIVERPOOL Plnk Cigar/Diva Suidde g e i . A e
Fladt Peadel Keamey's Terry Bozzio University Hope & Anchor
00 3531 6753971 0151 256 5355 020 7354 1312 BEACH Hol'sE
LVEEPOOL LONDOW MANCHEISTEE
The Mighty Sparrow/One Day The Backgrounds/Loualien/ Menmy Fox Night And Day Cafe A ’ |
Elflntt/Allquet #low University The Jukebox Leans Hepe & Anchor 01612361822 Following their intimate show at London’s Flea pit the
0:33;5”555 ﬁvﬂ;:‘ :;;Www gf;g esmg 49;'0@" st Indie poppers tour their ambitious new album ‘Teen
1l 1
Ezekiel Builer/Callco/Atiay At The  Royal inserts Dubn Castle SOUTHAMDTON Dream’. NME.COM/artists/heach-house
Races/The silhouette Showgirls 02074i 31773 Jambo Reign/The Blue Bambinos et - Weeerooiienes of
Dublin Castie 020 7485 1773 SOLTSAMPYON Joiners 023 80225612
Jive Aces The Clore Ballroom Faiux/Forget The Seript Joiners STALBANS mu x‘u
08716632500 02380225612 Eedtime For Blondle/
ROy Ayers Jazz Café | 6T ALBANS My Dark Aunt Horn v
0?'?;9(;66060 B'!Tmhl!l"mn/ 0327‘%314& Experimental indie doesn’t get more leftfield than
Vi o, overmment fympus Falls Hom A [ 4 ' 3
Raloware Heise & Rechoe L ioe T s bnearhﬁgd 1 H:dteAMvself theAl‘at:st 038”"3 :srom this -
0207 %34 1312 voRK 01924 374455 unch of crazed Americans, NME.CO /artfs /mu -xi
MANCHESTER Antivoduct/Psychobabylon Fibbers SOUTHSEA é " o |
Manue! Da Costa Night And DayCafé 01904 651 250 +14 Jose Vanders Cellars
0161236 1622 02352 576749 'I'OM MCRAE
SWINDON TUESDAY JAN 5 STALBANS
The Hyperbolics The Rolleston ABIRDEEN Trouble With Yuesday/
01793534238 Ul Fish Warehouse Afstcan Queel o With new afbum ‘Alphabet Of Hurricanes’ out in
-r:(li:::“ S CRU B2 QU7Z9953443 February, you'd he wise to catch this gem of a singer-
01624 374455 Esben And The songwnter. NME. COM/amsts/tom -mcrae
m‘ .- e mr mevrares
Wﬂch Madame Jjo
The Fictional Fibbers To's Lnndon
01504 651 250 +14 i
: THE COURTEENERS
SUNDAY JAN 3 S
:5"”'"'“? The Mancunian indle-rock and rollers prove there’s
T more to them than the Oasis references with new :
The Tangenteers Peader Keamey's album ‘Falcon”. NMQCOM/arﬂsts/the-mm‘teeners :
00 3531 6753971 i . g
"BOURNEMOUTH
Ocezn Colour Scene 02 Academy mNNG
01202399927
BRISTOL 2
::"'; Morton ‘d“;r‘rh':““/ The UK-based experlmentai folk outflt get set to tour
b= et in support of the release of their new album ‘...And
theseAreyourFriends Then We Saw Land'. NME.COM/arfists/tunng
The CQ‘O"ZH LRENDIELZcRUI I 00000 T e e O TN D N PN
DUBLIN
Buming Effigles Turk's Head lx
e et PHOEN
BEASCOW
STANTS Sk, CH 29

i:lol‘ ::e Ishmael/Yourg States/ Having stolen our hearts with ‘Wolfgang Amadeus

c Theatre/Little Yellow 2 = 2= W
Ukuleles Kz Tut's Wah Wah Hut Phoenix’, Fhe French outfit get set to play a one-off gig
0141221579 in the capital. NME.COM/artists/phoenix ]

VIVIAN GIRLS

If you're on O, you can get Priority Tickets to The O, and O, Academy venues up to

48 hours before general release.
Tickets are subject to availability. Exceptions apply.

Everyone's favourite angst-grunge Brooklynites

O,

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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UNCUT PRESENTS
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15 TRACKS TOUCHED B\ 111K IAND OY HENDRIX

RYE! nu(;;. Tre BLack Keys Whurn Dexus: | Dixosaun Ju
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e

You can never have too much great music

Discoveritevery monthwith UNCUT
Reviews, features, and afree CD. On sale January 4 uncut.co.uk
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NEER Win Sony XB

headphones

ony'srange of XB
headphones - which
stands for eXtra Bass, in
case you were wondering
~have been made
especially for listening to the
booming, bass-heavy sounds of
dubstep, hip-hop and drum'm’bass
They look pretty swish too and have
a king-sized ear cushion, which
makes for excellent sound 1solation,
Essentially, when you pop a pawr of
these cans on, it'll be just like being in
a club with a bnlhant soundsystem,
but without the hassle of having to
buy overpriced drinks and losing your
mates, Result! We've got three pairs
of the XB500 models to give away -~ to
be i with a chance of winning a pair,
answer the below question correctly.

Which dubstep producer famously
remixed La Rouxs ‘In For The Kill’?

To enter the competition.
g0 to NME.COM/Wi

THE NME CROSSWORD

WIN A BAG OF
NIME SWAG

CLUES ACROSS 4Roy_____,sngmg legend for

1+6D Let’s hump mto each other
right In the middle of the fall. Hait
a Death Cab For Cutie (4-2-2-3-7}
9 In an odd way, 1t's Garbage (5)
10 LCD Soundsystem get bogged
down with farewells here in
sauthern USA (3-3-5)

11+294 Impossible to see that
Splritualized made this intoa
sang (3-2-5)

13 People that Ed Harcourt
doesn't know appearing on his
album {9)

14+34A Bran Van 2000 finding
refreshment on the west coast of
America {8-2-2)

16 “Qur fand does not breathe in,
wedon'tneed___ ", 1J72 numher
going off air (6)

19 Band that served up ‘Chocolate
starfish And The Hot Dog
Flavored Water’ (4-6)

22 Mousse T in the end finds an
album by The Thompsen Twins (3)
24 A put down for Editors'
drummet? (3)

25+26A Ever smce 1was borniit's
heen the Foo Fighters (3-2 4}

29 (See 11 across}

31 (See 1 down)

33 The blend of soul and calypsa
music from the Caribbean (4)

34 (See 14 across)

35 Scottlsh post-punks are a bit of
acrap band (3)

CLUES DOWN

1+31A Legendary shoegazers who
played hve for the first time in 16
years in 2008 (2 6-9)
2'Wegotalotia____ . We got
a fove ike AC/DC", Suede (11}

3 There's a possibliity of being

m Queen (3)

R TR D LI LT PR T P

whom Bono and The Edge penned
‘She’s A Mystery To Me' {7}

5+21D Presumably the Smashing
Pumpkins didn't succeed with
therr first releases (3-3-3}

6 {See 1across)

7 Before having thetr third break-
up they came ‘Forth’ (5)

8 (See 12 down}

12+80 Feels EP track 15 at wrong
setting for Radlohead {4-7 5)

15 Mr Caombes af Supergrass {3)
17+30D Icelandic people who play
music 24/7' (3 3}

18 Industrial band formed in 1982
now showing an ‘Industrial
Complex’ (6-3)

20 “It's uncool to be kind/Kinda,
kinda liket'm _ __*, The Datsuns
{2-4)

21{5ee 5 down)

23 Muse were perfectly happy
with this recording (5}

27 A place to rave about the
Baleark Beat (5)

28 The Dandy Warhols came up
witha‘ __A"In 2003 {4)

30 (See 17 down}

32 Rappers getting into Loudon
Wainwright (3)

MOrma MME taemis and cond ¢ ons apply Irakbie at NME COM/ I

before

yourr

NOVEMBER 28 ANSWERS

ot

AROSE

1Only Revolutions, ¢ Cosmic Egg, 10 Klang, 11 Maps,
12+23A lan Curtys, 13+17A Charmiess Man, 15 Riot,
19 Llt, 20+250 Beta Band, 2¢ Inme, 25Bis,

26+27D No Fear, 28 Imogen Heap, 30 Daniel.

DOV

LOnge More, 2 Lostprophets, 3+170 Raln Maching,
4 Vienna, 5+31A Light My Fire, & Taka Me Out,
70n aMission, 8 5igh No More, 14 Hula, 18 Norton,
19 Lalng, 22 kurph, 24+16A Son Of Sam, 29 0n,

M,

Tuesday, Ianunry 5, 2010, bo the following address: Crossword, NME, 4th Aipar, Biwe Fin Buikding, 110 Soutfaark Street, London, SELOSIL

Frat correct ome out of the hat wins)

COMPILED BY
Trevor Himgerford

T T T T T P PR TP PP

Mormal
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THE
" ALBUM
2009

MUSE

KASABIAN

BIFFY CLYRO
FRIENDLY FIRES
JAMIE T

THE TEMPER TRAP
WHITE LIES
PARAMORE

BLE CD OUT NOW

BUY ONLINE AT NME.COM/STORE
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* NEXT WEEK IN MME
- A NEW

N MUSIO

The acls everyone will be

talking dlioul in 2010
R cucu

NEW BAND TIPS
nkeys, The Cribs, La Roux, The Hon

eon, , Maximo Park and more q_US

"' a second part of the

(A SERTY B

'l. & 1 ICONS 0F
’§ ) \ = THE DECADE
! b

poster series
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Highscore your play. Maximize your attraction
and stay in style. Precision is everything.

» SHOCKWAVES
* STYLE. ATTRACT. PLAY.
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