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. Scene43 voting underway for this year’s ofthe Tzenage Cancer Trust concerts. NME
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i PeteDoherty8 Alongside their performance at London’s show at London’s Royal Albert Hall on March
i PlanB45 Tabernacle in front of competition winners, we 28, while the partnership will see the band
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: Ruven3 come the coremony taking place on February Cancer Trust Outstanding Contribution To

i Rolo Tomassi4 24 at London’s O Academy Brixton To have Music Award this year. Turn to pagc 25 now for
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On MySpace now

CIVIL CIVIC

Less lnless

- This Austrahan duo do the kind of DFA

¢ 1979-ingpired dance noise that makes our
¢ brains flood with equal parts pleasure

¢ and rage until we're not sure whether we

¢ want to fight thern, fuck them or just

¢ have anice little jump up and down.

: OnNME. COM/mpBbJog now

5 DAVID BYRNE/FATBOY SI.IM/
¥ FLORENCE WELCH Here Lies Love

AL S FLORENCE WELCH Here Lies Love
¢ You can always rely on former Talking Heads frontman David Byrne to freak you the

i fuck out, and his forthcoming project with Fatboy Slim, an extended concept album about
. the life of shoe-obsessed Philippine dictator’s wife Ime.da Marcos, does not disappeint.

i OnByrne’s website, you can eurrently not only listen to a tasty, upbeat number with

¢ Santigold called ‘Please Don’t’, but also this dance-soul title track, with Florence getting

¢ all TV-movie-theme tune on its ass. Equal parts mad and brilliant = business as usual.

On Davidbyrne.com now

onMySpace now

YEAH VEAH YEAHS
s (acousti

ﬁ ! We didn't think this most heart-in-mouth moment ﬁom Tt's
j | Blitz!’ could get amry more heartbreaking, but we were wrong -
this shivering, fragile take is near-emotional overload. Check

out the brilliant gothic video for the main single as well, set

in the Hollywood Forever Cemetery in LA - it's playing on
! NMETV now.
l Downinad aut now

—
i
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DAG FOR DAG
Hands And Knees

Nice to hear a Swedish
band who don'’t sound
like fey tambourine-
tapping Sandie Shaw-
obsessives who
always smell of
vintage clothing. This
gothically dramatic,
murky psych-rock

is a good taste of

the depth of this
brother-sister duo’s
forthcoming album,
the appropriately
scarily titled ‘Boo’.

On NME Radio now

Farewell To Wendo

London based producers who made their name remixing °
Hot Chip and The Juan Maclean, it seems M&T are now
very much coming into their own. This gentle and
glinmenng bit of electropop mixes proper dance musie
polish with the kind of homemade feel and blissed-out
dreaminess of all that chillwave/glo-fi stuff that’s so hot
right now. On NME Radio now

Intuition

OnNME Radio now

You might know Jonathan Meiburg and Will Sheff from
Americana cult heroes Okkervil River, but lct's face it,
unless you have a serious beard, you probably won't. No
reason, though, not to get bask in the glory of their less
whiskered and distinetly superior band Shearwater,
whose intense, melodramatic indie-rock chills and
thrills. New album *The Golden Archipelago’ explores
adifferent 1sland on each song. In the case of this stately,
surging and seductive number, that'll be the buried

On YoutTube now South Pacific crty of Nan Madel. Of course.
On Matadorrecards.con/matablog now

8 Februsry zor0 NME 5
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ANDY WILLSHER

What Carl
and Sadie did

Carl Bart hooked up with Sadie Frost to make his theatre
debut last week starring in the play Fool For Love

ackstage in the pokey dressing room,

acoustic guitar propped against the

wall, Carl Barfit and his three cohorts

are psyching themselves up for stage
timne. But we're not backstage at the Rhythm
Factory. Today the former Libertine is taking
partin a read through for his first ever theatre
appearance - taking the lead in play Fool For
Love at London’s Riverside Studics.

Along with two supporting actors, Carl is
learning his lines with fellow lead Sadie Frost
- his actress friend who convinced the singer
to tread the boards. “Hc always said he wanted
to do acting, so I'was like, ‘Alright then, do it?”
Sadie laughs between scenes.

“I thought I could,” agrees Carl, who studied
drama at Brunel University before dropping
out after two years. “T've always swanned
around like a thesp, but never bothered to get
on astage.” The pair explained that Carl was
finally convinced to act when Sadie showed
him a seript for Foof For Love, written by Sam
Shephard and first performed in 1983. “I sent it
to Carl to see what he thought,” Sadie explains,

7 NME s February 2010 ’
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Tt was also Sadie who convineed Carl he'd be

being ontour, he adds, pointing
perfect to play leading man Eddie - a stubbly

at the play’s schedule -which

rancher-type who has a rocky relationship opened last week (Jan 26) to

with Sadie’s character, May. “He'’s such mixed reviews and runs until

adysfunctional character, Tthought he might  the end of March. The singer 2
identify [with it],” suggests the actress. However, Carl admits as ‘Eddie’ ang ‘:';;r’es

theatre is more strict than

the average toilet venue. “There are
alot more rules,” he explains. “Fve got
loads of bosses. There's directors,
assistant directors, even the wardrobe
assistant thinks she’s my boss. And
you're not supposed to drink But I was
thinking about people like Oliver Reed
and Peter O'Toole. T had a beer last
night before I went onstage. I thinlt
my man drinks, that's a good thing!”

The new production of the play, directed by
Neil Sheppeck, sees Eddie and May stuck in
a cheap motel near the Mojave Desert. They
explore their intense love/hate relationship
(a bruised Sadie: “The fight co-ordinator keeps
telling Carl not to grab me, but he always
does!”) throughout the play. “It’s about this
intense claustrophobia between two people
that love but hate each other,” Sadie adds.

“When it's flowing and there’s chemistry it's
like being in a band,” Carl notes. “But that’s the
only point of refercice I've got.” Indeed, Carl
says it was convincing himself that it wasn’t
ahuge leap from tourbus to theatreland that
helped him give acting a go. “There are so
many parallels,” explains Carl, who also had
acameo as Gene Vincent in Telstar, the 2009
movie about producer Joe Meek. “It’s like

y

L ——

-

Now head to NME.COM/blogs for
a video tour of Carl’s dressing room
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Noel’s back!

: LONDON

oel Gallagher has announced his
first qugs since Qasis’ split, playing
: the Teenage Cancer Trust shows
: in London thig March,
Organised by The Who's Roger

Daltrey, Noel wall play two solo shows for the chanty
on March 25 and 26 at London’s Royal Albert Hall,

According to The Who singer, these will be “the
¢ only shows Noel’s doing the whole of the year”,
i Daltrey then speculated as to whether Gallagher will
! use the opportunity to premiere any new material at
: the ¢gigs. “You never know with Noel' I never know

LCD’S
MANSIONSYSTEM
LOS ANGELES® James
Murphy has given the

world a first taste of LCD
Soundsystem’s new - and
possibly last - album. He
posted a video on the band's
official site showing him in
amansion in LA. Murphy
was plctured enjoying the
swimming pool and spacious
rooms and also doing some
recording. “l always have

ta live where I'm recording
to make an LCD record,”

he joked of his opulent
surroundings, “otherwise

1 get distracted.”

B8 HME ¢ rebrusry zoro

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

either — he won't decide until the mght itself,
but anything 1s possible ”
Other TCT shows include The Specials, who
play the Shockwaves NME Awards Big Gig
on March 29 (turn to page 25 now for more)
and Arctic Monkeys on March 27
Daltrey explained that 1t’s taken him half a decade
tobook Alex Turner and co. “ asked them five years
ago when they had the first record, and they said
‘We will do, but we can’tdo it yet’,” he explained,
“but like Noel, they've come up for us - 1t’s fabulous.”
Head to NME.COM for the full hist of shows.

WHITE BLOOD SELLS

THESILVER SCREEN® The White Stripes have confirmed
that new documentary Under Great White Northern Lights
will it UK cinemas. The Canadian tour film, which was
premiered at the Toronto International Fifm Festrval

last September, is to be released in March with a limited
run on British screens.

us AND

THEM ONLY
LONDON® The Charlatans
are celebrating the 20th
anniversary of their debut
album by playlng it in full.
The band will perform
every track from 1990's
baggy dassic ‘Some
Friendly’ at London’s
Roundhouse on May 31,

GLOUCESTER® Pete
Doherty was fined £750
after bringing four grams
of heroin into court late
last year, The singer
appeared at Gloucester
Magistrates Court fast
week {Jan 27} and said he
didn t know the wraps of
the drug were In his coat.
The D strict Judge nearing
the case suggested Pete's
actions were “etther sheer
stupidity or a ploy to get
maore publicity®

THE NATIONAL
BOXINGFIT
BROOKLYNS The National
have announced they will
release a new album in
May. The hand have yet to
title the follow-up to 2007's
‘Boxer’, but are set to mark
its release with a show at
London’s Royal Albert Hall
on May 6. Head to AME.
oM/ tickets for detaits,

LOSTPROPHETS
LIDO GIG

RESCHEDULED
CARDAFF® Lostprophets
were forced to move their
scheduled show at Port
Talbot after afire in the
venue, The band were

set to play Afan Lido on
March 1, but will now play
CardIff’s International
Arena on May 1 Instead.

RADIOHEAD’S
HAITI HELP

LOS ANGELES®
Radiohead’s gig for
0Oxfam’s Haitr Earthquake
appeal last week (Jan 24)
raised £355,000. The band
auctroned tickets to the
show as part of a campaign
that runs unti Feb 2. See
Oxfam.org.uk for details.

“He has started to feel for
the first time like it might
do him some good to give
up the booze for a while”
KEEF IS OFF THE SAUCE, WTF?

Apple unveils
tlrepl iPad

SAN FRANCISCO

aving revolutionised MP3 players with the
H iPod and revamped mobiles with the iPhone,

Apple announced last week they're having
acrack at the tablet (keyboard-free) computer. The

1Pad was launched by the company

last week and will be
onsale by Marchin
the US from $499
{£310). Along with
internet-browsing
and bool-reading,
the iPad aims to
bring a more
“graphical element”
back to music with
anewiTunes LP
artwork format

for downloaded
music. Wonder how
long the battery wnll
last though...
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THE GREAT EGGSCAPE

Padvesdesarieturar

Delphlc’s beach
breakfast BEERA™

: SUNDERLAND

he first wave of acts playing The Great
Escape festival have been announced,
with Delphic, Marina & The Diamonds,
The Cheek and Cold Cave all
confirmed to play. Once agam, the
three-day eventis set to see more than 350 bands
take over 30 of the seaside city’s venues from May
13-15, and early bird tickets are on sale now, Delphic’s
Matt Cocksedge is one man who's looking forward
: tothe festival - notleast because he can visit hus
: favounte eatery while he’s there, “We really Iike
Brighton, it’s just got a really nice vibe to it,”

TYI.EI!’S 'I'ANNOY TIME
CALIFORNIA® He might be “currently
out of the Aerosmith picture”, but
Steven Tyler is still singing... iIna US
DrY store, It's claimed the frontman
who underwent rehab for
painkdler adaiction in
Decemper - sucked helium
and then sang ‘Dude
{Looks Like A Lady)’
over the Tannoy
.. ataCalifornian
= branch of Home
Depot. “It's true.
t's not phoney,” an
employee told Roffing Stone.
Tyler has also been spotted
8 do'ng his own songs at karaoke
! bars, Meanwhile, his band are
auditioning a “temporary
replacement singer™.

asasansangasinansasa asus ave

anaruns

Cocksedge said, adding: “And 1t’s got an amazng café
called Bill’s. I've had two of the three best breakfasts of
my hfe there! Therr eggs benediet has got just the right
ratio of hollandaise to toast... it’s perfect

Meanwhile, Cocksedge revealed that his band are
bracing themselves for a bacldash, “Hype just breeds
backlash,” Cocksedge said “It’s inevitable. We know
that You've fust got to weather both of them and try
and come out alive on the other side, which 1.s what
we'll do,” Other acts joning Delphic at The Great
Escape include Hurts, Ellie Goulding, Japandroids,
Slow Club and Esben And The Witch,

“The Arctic Monkeys
write poems”

POET LAUREATE CAROL ANN
DUFFY CLAIMS ALEX TURNER
AS ONE OF HER OWN

rerrarees

resrarsersrerrararrarr

rersessrarserarann
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WELLER
TAKES POP
AT QUEEN
BUCKNGHAM
PALACES® Paul Weller
gets palitical on new
album “Wake Up The
Nation™. “There's a

dig at the royal family,”
he said. “That invisible
establishment 1s still In
power, nothing’s changed.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.co

KASABIAN
HEAD TO
SUNNY SPAIN
BARCELOMA® Kasabian
are heading to warmer
climes - they've heen
announced, along with The
Specials and The Prodigy,
Dizzee Rascal and PiL as
set to play Benicassim later
this year. The bash takes
place on July 15-18. In other
festival news, Friendly Fires
will headline Dorset’s Camp
Bestivat In August, while
Billy Bragg has also been
added to the bili.

IT’S A FUNNY
OLD GAME
DUBLIN!® Ex footballer
Dion Dublin has invented

2 “unigue” percussion
instrument called The Dube.
Apparently the instrument
will be in the shape of a
“stylish cube” that comes in

four sizes - although
pictures are yet to emerge.

LEGENDARY
AUTHOR JD
SALINGER DIES
NEW HAMPSHIRE® JD
Salinger, author of The
Cafcher in The Rye, died
last week aged 91. John
Lennon’s killer Mark
Chapman was infamously
carrying the book when
he shot the ex-Beatle in
New York in 1980.

MUSE’S WHOLE
REVELATIONS
ON THE ROADS

Muse are taking a leaf out
of Mrvana's book for their
next tour. The three-piece
won't be downsizing their
lasers, but do intend to
make an on-the road
gocumentary in the spint
of Kurt Cobam and ¢o’s
Live! Torughit! Sold Qutl,
“We'd like something

a little hit more atong

the lines of a touring
documentary as opposed
to just a live gig this time,”
said bassist Chris
wolstenholme. “I think that
was one of the hest tour
documentaries I've ever
watched; just Iife on the
road and what it’s like, with
ohviously a bit of music
here and there.”

The World Cup
runneth over

WEMBLEY

D

espite the FA recently declaring there would
be no England World Cup song, 1t seems the
awrwaves will gtill be full of footie-themed

songs, Comedian Frank Skinner, who co-wrote ‘Three
Lions’ with David Baddiel and The Lightning Seeds for
Eurc 96, 1s keen to get the old team back together. “I've
got the urge”, he said at the Loaded Lafta Awards.
Meanwhile, there are rumours of plans to cover or
reissue New Order’s football elassie “‘World In Motion”.

DEAN CHALKLEY/GETTY/TOM MARTIN/ANDREW WHITTON
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The Glee Cast: jazz
hands will be the
in thing for 2010

to be Gleeful

Covers from the US series are clogging up the charts
either side of the Atlantic. Good! says Hamish MacBain

n Monday, January 11 at gpm, Glee made
its UK debut on E4; by the time of the
chart rundown at the end of the week,
there were no less than five of the cast
recordings in the Top 75. The highest of
these theur version of ‘Don't Stop Believin” - chmbed
again the week after to Number Three, and at the time
of going to press this week, was up to Number Two.
This is exactly what happened in the US. The show
debuted in May last vear, straight after American Idol,
and by the end of 2009, the Glee Cast had released 25
singles (tracks from the show are relcased on iTunes
immediately after broadeast) on the Billboard Hot 100
- the most by a single act since The Beatles had 31
diffcrent songs in the chart in 1964 As the show's
popularity escalates on both sides of the Atlantic -
there are another nine Season One cpisodes ready
to be aired beginning in April - this domination looks
set to continue. Unsurprisingly it was announced
last week that a first compilation from the show,
‘Glee: The Music Volume 1’ is being rush-relcased
and will be in UK shops by February 15
So unlegs the masses are prepared to instigate a
*Killing In The Name*style campaign every week from

10 KEE & February 2010

now until the end of time, 1t seems Glee will be
dominating the charts for a very long time.

However it’s easy for the nation’s collzctive
alternative consciousness to rally together against
The X Factor,because itis... well, you've seen it, Glee,
though, is great TV. For those who haven't fallen for its
charms yet, it follows a group of high school misfits
who come together in a musical group - Glee Club-to
enter contests singing their own versions of pop songs.
Now, that may sound like a rubbish prerise, but as
anyone who has seen it will attest, Glee is in fact as
acerbic, witty, subversive, fun and good stupid
amainstream TV show there has been. Plus, the songs
on it are a pretty strange bunch: in the first episode
alone, you get Amy Winchotise’s ‘Rehab’, ‘Leaving On
A Jet Plane’ by John Denver, Katy Petry’s T Kissed A
Girl’, ‘Can’t Fight This Feelin’ by REQ Speedwagon and
two songs by Journey {Simon Cowell got the idea of
getting the X Factor goons to sing it from the show).
So, musically, it is far from formulaic and, maybe for
this reason, for their part artists and musicians seem
happy to be involved Rihanna offered ‘Take A Bow’
at areduced licensing rate, while Glee creator Ryan
Murphy says he’s had “so many calls from songwriters,

The oviginal sourney:
rdive thunk it?
+ho -

= —

thatit’s kind of

ridicuious”. What -
he! as done is ereate both

the world’s biggest pop group with members

whom kids and adults can identify with, and provide
avehiele for any song to be given a new lease of life.
And this could end up being an exciting prospeet for
UK bands: all it would take 1s, say, one Friendly Fires or
Arctic Monkeys song to get used on the show, and all
of a sudden theyre massive in the US. Far fetched?

Ask any member of Journey whether they expected
to be selling hundreds of thousands of copres of
asingle they released on seven-inch in 1981 via
downloads 1n 2009 as both the cast’s version
ond the ariginal have made it into Top 10s as
Glee spread around the globe.

And with later episodes featuring Lily Allen, Van
Halen, Neil Diamond and, er, Colour Me Badd
anything could happen. Of course, in the UK, no
matter how good the plotlines might be, the prospect of
music hall versions of songs dominating the airwaves
could get annoying and an X Factor: Glee Special, with
cast cameos, is probably already being pencilled inby
SyCo. For now, though, Glee rules.

e
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THIEVES IN THE NIGHT
Joe Goddard: “That song we did in a lot of different
w2 s — v tried a version that was influericed by The

Velvet Underground. We've got MP3s of it somewhere.

We thought it could be a good one to start an album

P HAND ME DOWN YOUR LOVE
Joe; “Alexis [Taylor] had a dream where I'd written

‘ anew song called ‘Hand Me Dovmn Your Love” When
he woke up he wrote it. That’s happened for a couple
of songs, It’s great, ‘cos you dor’t have to do any
work, your unconscious brain just gives it to you!”
Felix Martin: “Charles Hayward play drums on that.
He’s a great character, he was mvolved in recording
aiot of the tracks. He’s a real English eccentric and

awell respected veteran of London’s experimental
music scene. He’s been in bands like This Heat, and
he went on for ages about how much he loves Abba”

IFEELBETTER

Joe: “People have said it sounds alot like ‘La Isla
Bonita’ by Madonna To me it sounded like ‘Good
Life’ by Inner City. The lyrics are saying that
humanity is fucked You eould be down about it, but
being with someone you love can make things better.
That's the reason we use Auto-Tune. We thought it's
not something T-Pain addresses in his ‘yrics.”

CNELIFE STAND

Feliz; “It's my favourite Hot Chip tune that’s come
into existence.”

Joe: “It involuntarily makes people put their hands

BEVISMARTIN/CHARLIE YOULE

‘One Life Stand’

With the electro-popsters’ new album released on Monday, here’s their guide to the LP

with, like, the curtains opening to reveal something.”

in the air. We went through lots of different album
titles. One was ‘A Question Of Sport’, but we imagined
being on an American brealdast radio show and

them totally not getting it.”

BROTHERS

Joe: “We went on tour with Matthew Dear a couple

of years ago, He wanted to write a song about the
brotherhood of being bands on the road, I thought it
was a good ides, so I started writing it, but 1t turned out
to be more of a song about my brother. 'd like 1t to be
played in gay clubs, because women have more songs
of that nature, such as “We Are Family' by Sister
Sledge, so T felt like men needed one.”

SLUSH

Joe: “Al [Doyle] plays the flugelhorn, which he learned
especially. He has this ineradible but annoying ability
of being able to prck up an instrument and play it
wmimediately, which if you were a superhero would

be a rubbish powcr, but as a musician it's good *

ALLEY CATS

Felu: “Tt started as a derno three years ago and it was
quite a heartfelt song with a little, private sound.

But we ended up playing it on the road a lot it and

it became sornething bigger”

WEHAVE LOVE

Jos: “We only added this one towards the end of
making the record. I wanted to combine the garage
feeling of a classic underground dancey song with
abig chorus that sounds a bit like gospel.”

KEEP QUIET

Joe: “(Joking after press reports that SuBo inspired
the song) Thus is the one that 1s written in honour
of Susan Boyle.”

Feliz- “She sent us a demo of her version of ‘Over
And Over', but it was so bad that we couldn't
release it, so we felt bad and wrote a song in honour
of her”

TAKEITIN

Joe: “There’s songs like ‘Stand On The Word' by
The Joubert Singers, which is an old Larry Levan
Paradise Garage classic, where it was a gospel choir
from Brooklyn that sang it, which was an incredibly
uplifting record. It’s another one of those ones that
gets people to put their hands in the air without
wanting to. I'm a sucker for those records.”

Felix: “It’s my dad’s favourite on the alburn.”

ALBUM ARTWORK

Felix: “It’s got a big representation of a stone

bust, a statuc of the Roman Emperor, Adrian It
was dreamed up by Owen [Clarke]. He became
fascinated with ‘mages of heavy statue sculptures
being lifted in the air with big straps. We liked
the fact that it's got a relationship with the album
title, it's got a heavy, permanent thing that’s being
lifted up so it's quite fragile.”

Head to NME.COM now for an video interview with
the band at the rehearsal studios, plus look out for
a Hot Chip Takeover coming sconon NMETV
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LIps service: GZA
Saags with The
#®Jack Lips and
Mwow} Devendra

GZA bags Black Lipsﬁénd
Devendra for rock album

FIVE OTHER RHYMED-UP ROCK
HOOK-UPS (NO, NOT ‘WALK THIS WAY")

It’s like the Blakroc project in reverse as the Wu-Tang
rapper signs up rockers as his backing bands

Out last November, The Biack Keys provided
blues-rock for Mos Def, Raekwon, RZA, Pharoahe
is now hoping it will pass muster for Monch and Ludacris to add their dhiymes to.
parachuted in to lend a bt of GZA’s album. “I originally made it for
street cred to straight guitar GZA’ new record, he may not use it
bands - both Uz and Coldplay because it kind of sounda like a hip-hop

have called on Jay-Z's services,  song,” joked Alexander of the rapper’s

ormally it’s rappers who are

Jigga and the po-faced US shouters made
album ‘Collision Course’ together in 20D4.

MBAOWLAND/CAMERAPRESS

while Weezer recently recorded with Lil
Wayne - but one of the Wu-Tang Clan is
about to put the indie kids to work for him.

Having hooked up onstage with The Black
Lipe at last year’s South By Southwest, GZA
18 currently working on an album where the
guitar bands back him - think The Black
Keys’ recent ‘Blakroc’ project with Mos Def
and RZA, but in reverse.

“He's doing a collaboration with a load of
indie artists right now," confirms The Black
Lips’ Cole Alexander, whose band are
contributing. “Devendra Banhart and
Mando Diao are also collaborating. He's got
alot of people doing songs.”

Alexander has written new song “You Keep
On Running’ especially for the project, and

| ';ii_;'gf&.stpeed?@lémpf@m@n is Sweert Nfiee ‘m Meet CY‘”LH

genre-bending aspirations.

Mando Diso confirmed they alsc
recorded with GZA last year. The
rapper is yet to say when the release
will see the light of day, but did
confirm that it was his appearance at
SXSW that gave him the idea to get
the guitar bands to work for him.

“It had a real energy,” he said of the
performance of “The Drop | Hold' last
March. “Like when Wu-Tang started.
Smoky. Dark. It had a menace to it,
which I could appreciate. Seeing how
that worked so well, there was a definite
feeling that we could follow it up. Now

I'm planning on doing a song with them -

or maybe two or three.”

':,."‘ CD, 2xLP &

New Atbum - 15.02.10

Digital

J

Feasures the single Maylena
Instial copies of the CD come with a Bonus CD feasuring 5 live sougs

including Marlene, Mad Va= D.

& g cover of Eivis’ Devil In Disguise
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In 1993 NY hardcore rappers Onyx hooked up

with punk/metafiers Biohazard to make
soundtrack song ‘Judgement Night”.

The Presidents Of The tinited States
Of America recrulites Sir Mix-A-Lot to
form this band in "98. They played live
but no album ever came out.

‘Rehirth’ sees the rapper embrace rock,
except he hasn’t bothered with rock
musicians and plays guitar himself.., badly,

THE DEBUT ALBUM

OUT NOW

SONGS FOR:

LTHH6, SLEEPING,
BEARS, ELEPHANTS,
PILOTS, CHILDREN,
WAKING, MONSTERS.

X0 W' LESTEN 36 YOU A | AOT THESE THINES

PRSP

www.airport85.co.uk



http://magazinesdownload.com/

......................................

NME: Your recent
‘Fall Be Kind’ EP
was more ‘difficult’
after ‘Merriweather
Post Pavilion”s

mainstream success.
. about passing up the money? Some

Are you deliberately
being awkward?

Panda: “Not especially. I feel like the

pop side of the songs is still there on that

EP. It wasn't 8 conscious choice to do
something more obtuse on that. It just
came out that way. [ could say 'm more
excited by more confusing sounds than
Iwas ayear ago. It was just a fun
opportunity to do something different.”

Aswell az gome Shockwaves NME
Awards, AnCo are also up for a couple
of Brits — are you going to do the whole
‘we don’t care about awards’ thing?
“I'm pretty stoked actually! { was quite
surprised when I looked at the other
people th our groups. I mean, [ can’t see
us winning against Lady Gaga or Jay Z,
but I'm proud to have been included.”

Now you'ra hot property, the pop types :

must be desperate to collaborate...
“Yeah, a couple of people. I don't want to
name any names, but there’s been a few.

FREE DOWNLOAD
EOTO
WWN.TWCORCORCINEMACLILEOM

* Big names? It depends on how you see

. It’a different. For
. me,it’s quite fun

. it’s darker and slower. 1 did 5 gig

* recently where I played 10 songs and

- nine of them were totally new. I can't

. guaranteethat all of the new songs will

. working in that direction.”

- the inner circle, 20 I')] be interested to
. see how people react It'suh.. well, I've

big. Big to me. Big credible names?
Again, it depends on how you see that..”

And there must have been some offers
to sell cut on adverts, too?

“Yeah. The opinion on that varies. But
one person within the group feels very
strongly about all that So we generally
pass up on everything. Unless it's for

a particular cause. Am I concerned

things are more important than money.”

You've debuted a faw new Panda Bear
solo songa live — are you moving away
from band stuff

for a while? ot

: “It’s stuff vae We paSS up adverts‘

. been working on .

¢ aver the past two Some thll]gs are more
or three months.

important than money”

spent so much

time with it at
this point - about six years with the

* ideas and concepts - it’s hard to be
objective. What's it about? I don't want
to paint a picture in anyone’s minds. But
I'm proud of it. For sure. The idea is that
it’s a visual slbum. It’s entirely non-
linear. There's no narrative or story ta it.
Tt’s like a fever dream.”

AnCo's new Danny Perez-directed film .

ODDSAC is premiering at the ' Have you heard Taken By Trees’

Sundanca Festival. What’s it about? . verafon of ‘My Girls'?

“Nobody’s seen it except for peoplein . “Yesh. Ilike it. She just sent me her

- record actually. I'm pretty psyched. She
changes it to ‘My Boys’, though”

to work on—
spontanecus and exciting, but musically

be on the album, but I'm definitely

" SOFT PACK

THE DEBUT ALBUM
CD-DL-LP

‘White hot debut. Short but extremely sharp’ «wsx a MaGazINE
“Irresistibly Infectious’ pazeo ano conFuseD
‘Bristling, Hook Heavy Debut’ »x+x vouo

www.thesoftpacikofficial.cam
www.hsavenhrecondlngs.com

ek §

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

. Finally, what's AnCo’s next move?

: “I'm planning to start recording my new
- solo songs. I'd like to spit out a couple at

¢ atime. It'll be just single releases, then

: hopefully in a couple of months Il have

. a fuil album ready to go. Fkind of want to
* take it easy on the touring front, because
: it's been so long on the road with Animal
¢ Collective. But I'll probably play some

: festivals, some one-off shows. Animal

Collective are kind of lying low, because

" we've been hitting it pretty hard for the

. past few years, so we're all just catching
: abreak from it, refocusing our energies
: on our other projects. We're probably

: not going to reconvene for a while yet”
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MUSIC

STICKING A MICROPHONE IN THE EAR OF...

GARETH CAMPESINOS!

Los Campesinos!

A record by a hero...

‘WELCOME TO
THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH
THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH]
“If it wasn't for Mornssey,
- ='T_‘ B Paul Heaton would have
LR been the most vital and
["' U talented lyricist the UK
has ever produced. This
album was the best they made. It's got
‘Song For Whoever’, but there’s some
really dark moments too. There’s also
some really intelligent observations
and some beautiful wordplay. The whole
album was an incredible achievement
after The Housemartins split.”

Saturday night song...
“BEATING HEART BABY

H™ " FUITOMATICE
M h: justacomplete

one- wonder of asong.
There’s a huge dose of
testosterone hidden
behind a clever emo set

up. The whole nature of the track is very
gung ho and 1t gets car ‘ed away with
itself. I’s a perfect song for when you're
on anight out”

LTsten to Gareth’s choices
at NME.COM/BLOGS

Before I die, I'd play...

KENICKIE

“Tf I wanted to go out on
a high this would be the
record I'd play. When any
teenagers form aband
they should be given

a copy of this album because Kenickie

didn’t iry to look cool or pose or posture

They were just four teenagers having
fun who weren't bothered about getting
arecord deal All they cared about was
making an album which was relevant
to them. That’s the only way a band
should be.”

Right now I'm loving...

SLOW CLUE

“I've been listening to
this record over and over.
1listened to it loads when
I gotitlast year and then
Igaveitarestforabitbut
then I came back to 1t recently. They
don’t get half as much recognition as
they deserve, They write the most
poignant, beautiful lyrics and I think
when people hear them, they expect
the lyries to be alot less loveable and
doom mongering than they actually

| are. There’s not a single track I'd ever

skip on this record”

' My first gig...
| b EBO
ACOLSTON HALL EroTLL 2 02
1was going through a massive
Placebo phase at the time and they
really tapped into my tortured soul.
1 remember going to see them there
the week before I saw The Libertines
and it was a proper goth fest I wasin
! the seated section, which was anice
| way to ease myself into my first gig.
Iloved their early stuff back then, it
was really emo. They surprised me
too because I never realised how
| many corking singles they had at
thetime.”

To make me dance...

KELIS FEAT ANDRE 3000

| “When 'm ataclubIgo

. | thereto dance and have
alaugh and I hate it when
a DJ tries to avoid playing
songs that make people
dance. If 1 was DJing I'd definitely play
this —it’s a really sophisticated, slick pop
song. I don't know if it’s a floorfiller, but
if people were to see how much I was
enjoying it, they might feel obliged to
enjoy it as well. I've had a few dances to
this after a couple of drinks, that’s for
sure, Having said that, after a couple of
drinks I'll dance to anything.”

-
v .
L

My karaoke song...

BARRY MANILO

3 “] sang this at the end of
our UK tour with The
Cribs in Edinburgh last
year. We went to this gay

-~ d karaoke barvnth them

and Sky Larkin and had a great night.
I love this song because I'm a bit of
acrooner at heart and 1t really lets me
flex my muscles. I can imagine myself
performing 1t in Vegas wearing
atuzedo. Having said that we played
in Vegas recently and it wasn’t half
as glamorous as I thought itd be.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

A tearjerker...

~ § “This is a masterpiece.
Phil Elvrum just wrote
these amazing songs
stooped within nature and
it’s all about the soul and
the bedy being at one with the universe.
One song called ‘The Moon’ is just the
most beautiful, tender love song I've
ever heard. It's just the perfect record
1o listen to on your headphones from
beginning to end and immerse yourself
in entirely. The music s really powerful
and difficult to escape too.”

‘THE GLOW PT 2
THE MICROPHONES

My first album...

‘LIKE YOU DO... BEST OF

THE LIGHTNING SEEDS

TIHETICHTNING SEEDS
&% “This is a eracking Best Of
B - there's plenty of hits on

this album. I'd heard a few
of their singles but ‘Three

: Lions'was the song that
inspired me to buy it Iused to listen to it
before every football match I played to
get me pumped up. It set the bar so high
for football songs and nobody has ever
been able to match it since. I loved the
cover of this album too. Ithad Ian
Broudie surfing across the River Mersey
and T just thought he locked so cool”

REX FEATURES
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WITH A REMOULDABLE AND INVISIBLE HOLD,
YOU CAN BE CONFIDENT YOUR STYLE WILL
GET YOU INTO PLACES NOTHING ELSE CAN.
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YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

wy

Letter of the weei<

I flan
il Trei éiein

’m sure you've got heaps of letters this week (we

did, but then, as Glasto 2007 taught me, you can

never have too much loo roll - JMc) complaining

about your MCR cover, mainly from idiots that
are still stuck in 2006 and hate the band on some kind
of principle that never mattered back then, let alone
now. But I would just like to thank NME for your
continued coverage and support of a fantastic band
with great songs, presence and ideas that should
appeal to anyone who really loves music. Screw you
idiots! This is the year of My Chemical Romance!
Jake Graham, via email

Thanks, Jake. I could afford some new Star Wars
pumps if L had a pound for every letter we received
harping on about ‘emo’ and the like, But I'm pleased to
say we had a bunch from people who seem to ‘get’ it
this time too. I think their good-time back-to-basics
punk rock return in April will see MyChemRo save rock
from its often bloated, (spit) authentic, workmanlike
self. Yeah, you heard, Muse — JMc

18!“5 B February 2010

alarmannnt

LETTER FROM AN
XXCITED READER

Great to see The stz on the front of lagt
week’s NME (January 30). Last year
was a fantastic year for the three-piece
and they deserved to come top of
pretty much everyone’s album of 2009
list. Personally, I Like them because
they’re one of the few bands of late to
write an actual album that grabs you
from start to finish - I like that they've
actually been brave enough to start the
album with an intre track proving how
important the coneept of an album

is to them, nstead of releasing an LP
comprising three great singles and
filler before 1t’s even ready. The
simplicity i both their vocals and
their commonplace lyrics give the
album depth and effortless beauty.
With the new-found and well-deserved
support and respect of so many people,
2010 can only mean great things for
The xx It's gonna be a good year!

Mel Stark, vic email

Iwent to school with a kid who laoks
like the dude in The xx. He's o plumber
row. True fact — JMc

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

THE LOTW WINS
AGOOUYBAG INCLU
ANO, 'SIM!

WELCOME TO THE
BAUHALIS OF LOVE

Sometimes a rumour comes along and
blows all the doors off with its supafly
quality - like the one about Lady Gaga
being a dude. But last week’s rummation
in NME that David Bowie and Pete
Murphy of Rauhaus fame are perhaps
shacked up 1n New York’s Catskill
Mountains, potentially recording some
straight-up, spocky, nummous, sublime
shit, is one worth salivating over, If this
rumour were true, and I sincerely hope
that 1t 18, then IMHO, 1t could well be the
best possible move that Bowie could
make; a nouveau miserable marriage of
mysticism avec Murphy. 'd like to think
that this collaboration could signal
areturn to some thin white creep

music. I'd like to know if any other
readers are as excited by this as I am
Alyson Agar, Newcastie

Really? You think Bowie mucking about
with some dude who used to pretend to
be a bat in the ’80s marks his way back
to the spotlight? I prefer the rumour
that he’s got a pet badger. That I just
made up —JMe

UGLY HELP
FOR HAITI

Am I the only one whe is a hittle bit
shocked by the Hawt1 benefit gig Jast
weekend? Don’t get me wrong, the Hait1
earthquake was horrific, but when
1switched channels to see a concert
held by Clooney, Bono and co, I thought
1t made for ugly viewing, The fact that
Help For Haut1 has ‘attracted’ celebrities
to man the phones to squeeze money out
of us, Using disaster to raige thewr own
profiles Why not dip more into their
own pockets? The fact s, if you need

Bono and Jay 2 save
the world. Sort of
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PAMELA LITTKY/GETTY

“Me and my friend went to see
La Roux and we met the support
' band, OuEst Le Swimm'm g Phol"

BETH, BRISTOL
“Here’s me and Drew McCon.nell
from Babyshambles, he was ouwde
Bath Pavilion just before their gig

attention-seeking celebs and pop stars
10 convince you to give money to Haiti,
then what the hell does that say about
you in the first place? I donated as soon
asIcould AndIdidn’t need an army of
pop stars to guilt-trip me mto dotng so.
angry_lion_man, via email

The only thing that offended me more
than the Haiti concert was learning
that Gareth from Los Campesinos!

was auctioning off his glockenspiel

on eBay to ratse money for the relief
efforts. Sometimes I do think we should
bring back corporal punishment, but
only for idiocy - JMc

GAGGING ORDER
FOR MATT

Matt via NME.COM’s foul rant about
Gaggle - “annoying, tone-deaf,
shit-faced tarts with acute tonsillias on
abig night out” - in the NME Letters

page last week (NME, January 30).
Everyone's entitled to their own
opinion about music but casting
aspersions on Gaggle’s sexual
promiscuity and alcohol consumption
15 a tad misogynistic. When was
thelast time a boy band somecne
didn't like was dismissed as

a group of “shit-faced tarts"?
Korri, viaemail

Seems like a bunch of “annoying,
tone-deaf, shit-faced tarts with
acute tonsillitis on a big night

ut” are doing pretty well for
themselves. Main Stage at Field
Day, Latitude, Trans Musicales,
features m NME, The Times, Evening
Standard, a Maida Vale session and
a live appearance on Radio 1. Need
1 go on® What was your greatest
achievement in the last 12 months,
Matthew? Having your letter printed
1 NME? Yeah, Thought so,
Helen Sanders, via email

A couple of letters responding toa
thing I'wrote about Gaggle on NME.
COM that the enigmatic Matt wrote
about in the Letters page last week.
You know whatI think? There’s a place
for Oasis and there’s a place for the
fernale eunuch. But there’s probably
no place for the word ‘tart’— JMe

OUR FRIENDS
ELECTRIC

Choice quote from Liam Fray in your
2010 preview issue (January 9): “T ind
1t difficult to believe that somebody
can get that involved 1n some weirdo
onalaptop That kand of love is
reserved for guitar bands.” This is

the kind of complacent, backwards-
looking attitude that left guitar musie
m a messy Kooks/Kaisers-polluted
state halfway through the Jast decade,
Hate to break 1t to you Liam, mate, but
plenty of people {myself included) are
“that involved” m Joy Orbison, Four
Tet, Fuck Buttons, Burial ete, much
more than n so-called “proper
rock’n’roll”, The quality of electronic
music coming out of the UK at the
moment is making me excited about
what the next decade’s going to bring.
Looking forward to your coverage, NME.
Adrian, Hollyfield

.and there’s definitely no place for
Fuck Buttons — JMc

SIGH AS AKITE

Just got back from seeing Mumford &
Sons m Brisbane - what a bnlliant,
brithant band! I was worried from
seeing pictures of them that they might
be beardy, Fleet Foxes types, but really
theyre more like Qasis with banjos!

JJ Melligar, via email

A thought: if Mumford & Sons are
Qasis with banjos, does that make
Loura Morling Leonard Cohen in his
gran’sdress? —JM

PLANT FOOD
FOR THOUGHT

I've been a career drug-taker since the
age of 19 and so, when I found out there
was a new drug on the
scene, ] got excited like
Iwas Aldous Huxley or
something (NME, January
30). Consequently, I thought
mephedrone was going to
change my world. Oh, how
wrong I was. ] had the umique
experience of being qiven
my first line of coke by a then-
quite famous indie celebrrty.
Back then (which was only seven years
ago) coke was amazing because you
actually got high, Recently 1t’s become
worse, muchworse, Therewasevena
scare that the A in MDMA didn't exist
anymore! $o,1 can certamnly see why the
drug scene needs a new choice - but truth
15, 1t tastes awful, When 1t's snorted it feels
like you're having a stroke, and the
slightly tingly effects last 20 minutes tops.
Personally I think any new drugneeds a
new music seene to go with it to succeed,
and night now it doesnt have one,
Adam, London
PS Joy Crbison sounds better on pills.
Fact.

Let’s see out page 19 of the magazine
this week by trying to guess which indie
star first gave Adam coke. Or let’s

give our lawyers a week off and do

the conga instead. NA NANANA
NA.NANANANANA-JMc

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

Emallz Jetters dvane.com Post: The
Letters Page, MWE, Biue Fin Bullding,

- ADAM
3 GREEN
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Is it really
Worth having this

al?

Chiamydia is the most commonly diagnosed STI.
And most people who catch it don’t get any
symptoms. Luckily, there's an easy way to find out if
you've got it. So say ‘ves’ to the test. And remember,
condoms are the best way to protect against STls.

Chlamydia

worth talking about
nhs.uk/worthtalkingabout

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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& The future of hardcore .
just got even scarier...

2 TRASH PN
 TALK

beer crate cores sailing from the
cramped Camden Barfly stage hutting
an audience member sguarely on the
head. Neither the band onstage nor &
Ie the seething, surging erowd that are
bordering on all -out riot rn'ss a beat. Flying beer
crates and an ability to whip audiences into scenes
of cultish adoration and violent chaos within the
space of a few chords have become second nature
to Californian hardeore maleontents Trash Talk.
They're the assailants tipped to be making Gallows
look like overpaid skate shop assistants in 2010.
While all of the band members have served in
hardceore outfits across the Bay Area, their influences
are far from cut and dried. “Although we've all
played in punk acts before, if you took a ride with us
in the var. vou'd realise we aren't a bunch of hardcore
purists,” sa ¢ guitarist Garrett Stevenson. “Lee
[Spielman, vocals] might be playing some nasty
hardcore one minute and Sam [Bossan, drums] will
play some Lady Gaga the next, then Spencer
[Pellard, drums] will play some avant-garde stuff and
I'li probably be dropping some soul or hip-hop.”
Tales of their marathan gig slogs at both CMJ and
SXSW last year are already legend and the band
will happily play anywhere with whoever they can.
“Getting to play one show 1s awesome but to be able
to play five or six shows in a day and have people
turn up and go nuts is mind-blowing.”
As to the rumoured riots that have closed down
various shows, Garrett insists they're a good thing:
“People are Just having fun and letting off steam *
The band’s third album, ‘Eyes & Nines’, due this
autumn, was recorded with Joby J Ford of The
Brons. “This time around we sat down and really
thought about the songs. Some of them are over two
minutes long'” enthuses Garrett. And for a band
whose catalogue includes titles such as ‘Just Die’
you can expect another dollop of misanthropy.
“I think we have the same issues that most people
have in the world today. We just choose to vocalise
them and people identify with that.”
A band that spends “11 months a year” on the road
inevitably have their share of Black Flag esque road
tales. “The titne we were driving out of Calito go
record our second record with Steve Albini sticks
out. We got pulled over and locked up for having
sorne stuff in the van we shouldn’t have. We were
sitting there thinking, ‘Shit, we're gonna miss Whats
recording with Steve Albini because we're in jail.™
Jail terms notwithstanding, you'd be a fool to miss  Forfanso
Trash Talk’s live onslaught when they return to
Britain later this year. Just mind the flying beer

crates. James Knight Trash Talk fans try to i
get their maney back
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VILLA NAH

Classic synth pop duos are all about the yin
'nd the yang: the wide eyed singer and the
stdlen button prodder, together in electnie
Jreams. Juho likes catchy pop and wouldn’t
Fnow one end of a sine wave from the other
Tomi 1s “calm and collected”, likes IDM and
Underworld, and talks to his machines in
Huent binary. Together, they are Villa Nah,
the latestin along line of ace Nerdic
electropop exports.

Villa Nah are signed to the same label as
nctorious techno terrorists Pan Sonic, as well
n1 sharing a manager with Italo revwahsts
Erartbeenk, However, Villa Nab's take an’
+;nth pop 18 an innocent and romantic one

Reigniting electropop’s romantic flame

rather than sleazy or industnal think along
the lines of OMD rather than Throbbing
Gnstle or Soft Cell.

Juho and Tom1’s “nocturnal and dream like
music was inspired by teenage summers spent
roaming the suburbs of Helsinla during those
nights when the sun barely sets Now all it
needs 1s for a UK label to pick up their carefree
debut album ‘Ongin’ and you'll be able to ask
your record store, as well as your massage
parlour, for a happy Finnish. Sam Richards

NEED TO KNOW...
Whats lmnocent twillight slectropop
Download: ‘Rainmaker’ from the Radar blog

The new Mick Hucknall, except good

DALEY

He's a white guy from Manchester with curly
ginger hair who makes old-school power-soul,
and his name 1s not Mick Hucknall. Mick was
famously spurred into joining a band after the
Sex Pistols’ legendary gig at the Manchester
Lesser Free Trade Hall For Daley, it was
probably after watching Boyz IT Men's
legendary ‘Tll Make Love To You' video or
something. His trademark is brittle falsetto
grand p1ano ballads featuring run-on-hnes so
long you'll find yourself screarmng
‘BREATHE, YOU BASTARD, BREATHEY at
the hi-fi. Oleaginous, yes [This means “to have
the qualities of c1l” - Pretenticus Ed]. Check
out ‘FBM’, wherein he croons “Have you got
what 1t tokes/to be a future baby momma?”,

presumably while Flight Of The Conchords
furiously seribble notes i the background.

Musically, Daley pares back the schmaltz, his
soul disciplined 1n its sparseness. Then there’s
the vowce. easily mistaken for one of those
stage-schooled tonefarters trilling their high
notes, except good. Rectlfy good. In fact, he's too
arresting a vocalist for the lacklustre UK R&B
market. His best ip would be to get picked up
by a big American name and given full protege
status. That’s nght- Daley could well be the
next Mr Hudson Oo-er.. Gavin Haynes

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Smoove neg-soul from Manchester
Download: ‘Rainy Day’
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In the past year Jim Harvey has thrown his
old life away to concentrate on the band. He's
given up his day job cleaning laboratory test
tubes and his party lifestyle inthe
Philadelphia squat scene to relocate to the
suburbs and take Drink Up Buttercup to every
showcase and music conference in America.
At CMJ their plaid-shirt pop was described by
one flushed blogger as “everything that's right
with music”. So would Harvey say his fresh
start paid off? “Not exactly. Since I quit my job
I've just sat around the house downing cases
of beer and watching old Schwarzenegger
films on VHS.”

Stall, at least he can concentrate on the band,
away from the temptations of Philadelphia®

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Philly psych swapping squats for the big time

DRINK UP BUTTERCUP

“I'm dymng to get back to Phully. T used to lve
n a giant warchouse where there would be
some weird, arty party every mght”

Oh dear. For the most part Drink Up
Buttercup are indistinguishable from any other
indie band who get 7/10 on Putchfork, disappear,
and then pitch up at ATP 10 years later. But
with DUP there’s also a rogue streak of
psychedelic glee that comes parping out of the
guitar-band straightjacket. It'll be that
waywardness that hopefully should propel
them out of suburban hell. Sam Wolfson

NEED TO KNOW...
What: Guitar-driven psycho-psychedelia
Download: ‘Gods And Gentlemen’
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SCENE REPORT

t says a lot for your city’s hip-hop history

when the closest thing you've got to

Rakim is John Barnes.

Yet that's Liverpool's prime

contribution to the mainstrearm,
a guest rap about getting “around the back”
on New QOrder’s 1996 ‘World In Motion’ and
the jaw-dropping 1988 FA Cup final anthem
‘Anfield Rap'. The legendary video featured
Alan Hansen breakdancing and the
exchange “Alright Aldo?/Sound as a
pound/I'm cushty la/What’s going down?”
Needless to say it was a massive hit,

Although comedy sterectypes seem to be
one of scouse hip-hop’s main problems,
unknown to many outside Liverpocl -and
many inside it - there's
ascene far more sericus than the parody it's
portrayed and perceived as. A raw scene
born from the urban deprivation of areas
such as Toxteth and Bootle, where walking
around locking like onie of The Zutons can

- if yow're lucky - see you waking up onthe
other side of a coma.
that scene will ever actually
yeany sort of success 1s another
matter. The fact that the only rapper
representing urban Liverpool st last year’s
Capital Of Culture ceremony possessed
song titles such as "Ur Ma Is Fat And She
Smells Of Fisk’ is hardly promising stuff.
That ‘rapper’ is scally parody ® ,who
may play ‘the part’ with hig tracksuit and
Goldie Lookin Chain style tales of urbanity,
butit’s figures such as rwho are
rapping the grim reality.

*Smackheads in the street asking for
fucking change/And kids in black trackies
bounecing around with their blades™, he
raps on ‘Put Ya Is In The Sky” from
mixtape ‘Scouse Not English’. On YouTube
there’s plenty of his freestyles as well as
some seriously uncomfortable footage
of him brandishing a replica gua.

Scouser’s delight

Stephen Kelly searches for that rarest
of breeds: quality scouse-core rap |

KOF

Which, given
Rhys Jones’
murder,
makes for
uneasy
viewing.

It’sas
unsettlingas |
local |
linchpin
Mr Bang Ou's
MySpace
site, which
features a
Photoshopped
picture of him
holding a knife and
hammer over the
Liverpool landscape
while promising he’ll
“pop ya, drop ya, fuckin’
knob ‘=d” on ‘Scally Thugs’

While Kev Teezy and Mr
Bang On clearly excel within the
gkill-set of sounding psychotic,
their output is too tied to street
violence to take the movement
mainstream. That job1s
potentially up to the brlliant
ART (or Authentie Respected
Talent), who were talentspotted
to headline Norway's biggest
hip-hop festival Xplosif.

The closest thing the city has
o an overground hero is KOF,
whose reliance on samples
doesn’t make him Dizzee
Rascal circa 2003, more like
his 2009 pop incarnation,
but he’s certainly more fun
than someone who wants to
stab you in the face, And
you can't really ask more

than that.

w K
' KOFIS CERTAINLY
'MORE FUN THAN
©  SOMEONEWHO
. WANTSTO STAB YOU
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HOT CHIP

ONE LIFE STAND

THE NEW ALBUM
01.02.10

“A BILD MANIFESTD OF LOVE ANT HAPPINESS IN A COLD WOALD."” WORD

“THE CLASSIC PGP ALBUM THEY'VE ALWAYS THREATENED TO MAXE.. AN EARLY MARKER
FOR BEST ALBUM OF 2810 PUTS HOT CHIF IN AN ELECTRO-POP CLASS OF THEIR OWN" Q
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ADE AT A LEISURELY PACE.

T0 BE ENJOYED AT A LEISURELY PACE.

JACK DANIEL'S @TENNESSEE WHISKEY

Take it easy. Please enjoy responsibly.

e scs drinkaware co uk
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DECADES OF
VOLUTION

ROCK:. .

TUNE IN TO NME RADIO ON \VEDNESDAY, 3 FEBRUARY AS CHRIS MARTIN TAI.I\S TO THE SPECIALS, PLUS
WATCH THE BAND GOING THROUGH THEIR SPECIAL MOMENTS EXCLUSIVELY ON NME.COM/VIDEO

he Brum-Cov conurbation, with its massive British
Leyland plants, were once the country’s closest
approximation of Motor City USA. It’s a parallel Jerry
Dammers can’t have missed when he began 2 Tone
Records in Coventry. Like Motown, the aim was to have his
own slick pop production line along which he could roll the
ska bands who followed in The Specials’ wake, picked and
groomed in much the same manner Berry Gordy did. The
label didn’t last, but his concept became stylistic godhead to
a whole strand of British culture. Three decades on, the fusion
of West Indian rhythms and pop sensibilities has become
so much a part of pop life that it’s easy to miss how radical it
would have sounded to 1979’s teenagers. This week, 30 years
ago, those same teens gifted 2 Tone its first Number One,
via The Specials, and we rewarded them with an NME cover
(see inset). This, their sixth cover, celebrates our giving
them the Teenage Cancer Trust Qutstanding
Contribution To Music Award at the ALy
upcoming Shockwaves NME Awards. Over the Y,
next five pages we’re revisiting the short-lived |
revolution of 2 Tone through the eyes of '
those who were there. So strap on your pork-
pie hat, buckle them loafers, admonish
a Rudy, and join us as we return to the era
where you can wear any colours you want.
So long as they’re black and white...

'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'

I-I.l.l.l.l-l

:-::::'::5:'::
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DEAN CHALKLEV/ REX

—
The reformed Specials (I-r):
Mevllle Staple, Horace Gentleman,
Terry Hall, John Bradbury, Lynval
Golding, Roddy Radlation

B
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’ 4 v g
A J

>

| SEE BANDS TODAY AND | THINK, "WHAT DO
YOU HAVE T0 SAY? WHY ARE YOU BOTHERING? ™

So sneered Terry Hall of The Specials in our office last week. Three weeks before
they pick up a special NME Award, Pat Long finds a band still up for a fight

et’s get one thing straight; The

Specials have already proved

that there's no-one around

more deserving than them of

NME’s Teenage Cancer Trust

Qutstanding Contribution To
Musie Award. They don’t have to prove
themselves to anyene Today, though,
three of their nuraber are lined up next
to each other on a sofa in the NME office
trying to explain the continuing appeal
of the songs that they wrote together
three decades ago. Taday singer Terry
Hall, drummer John Bradbury and
guitanist Lynval Golding are here to
celebrate their remarkable second Iife
as The Specials, something that they're
clearly still getting to grips with.

“We played in Sheffield last year,” says
Lynval Golding, his eyes wide with
amazement, “and I saw this guy who was
erying and punching the wall. So I asked
him what was wrong and he said, ‘I'm
45 years old and I never thought I'd ever
get to see The Specials again.’ It was
weird to see a grown man cry because

26 HME srebrvary 2010

of our music and the songs still meaning
something 30 years on...”

Formed by keyboardist Jerry
Dammers in Coventry in 1977, The
Specials were given initial impetus by
punk’s have-a-go ethos, but ended up
defily blending that energy into ska,
funk, reggae, r'n’b and rockabilly
to partly reflect their multicultural
background (twe merbers, Lynval
and singer Neville Staple, were born
in Jarmaiea). Their lyries, meanwhile,
combined wit, anger, bile and social
commentary in a way that was funny
and resonant, but also hugely
commercially suceessful all seven of
their singles made the Top 10, including
one song, ‘Ghost Town’, that must
comfortably rank as the eeriest/
werrdest Number One of all time. There
were two albums: the first was the
self-titled one which sounds - gloricusly
~ like a band running down a hill fast
and not knowing 1f they'll be able to
stop. The other, “More Specials’, is
a supremely edgy and inventive cocktail

of psychedelic hft muzak, apocalyptic
dread and well-ohserved portraits of
life in Thatcher's Britain, an actually
not-ali-that-remote place where three
million people were unemployed,
right-wing lunatics lurked in every
doorway, nightelub floors were shippy
with sick and there were only three
TV channels, all showing snooker

A good barometer of The Specials’
mfluence lay n the fact that they created
awhole musical movement, 2 Tone,
which came with its own uniform.
Suddenly kids in playgrounds up and
down the country were begging their
mums to buy them pork pie hats, Fred
Perrys, skinny ties, loafers, white socks
or one-button tonic jackets. “At that time
nobody slse needed or wanted those
things,” recalls Hall. “There would be
stuff in chanty shops left over from the
1960s. We just adopted that image.
It was a uniform for us.”

Even today Terry Hall remains one
of the great sardonic British pop stars,
a manwho, when The Specials’ music
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was at 1ts most joyous, would stand at
the front of the stage examining his
fingernails with the kind of expression
that suggested he'd rather be at home
doing something more pleasurable, like
sticking ping in his eyes,

The original Specials gplitin 1981, and
although keyboard player Jerry
Dammers and drummer John Rradbury
carried on as The Special AKA (and
various members spent the ’g0s touring
under names such as Today’s Specials,
Special Beat and the 2 Tone Colleetive),
there was a sense that the splitwas
precipitated by the kind of deep personal
rancor that once caused guitarist Roddy
Radation to attempt to push Dammers
off a eliff. The experience of cramming so
much into a four-year career, exacerbated
by constant touring and drink and drug
problems, meant that by the time
rehearsals for ‘Ghost Town’ took place,
the band couldn't bear to be in the same
room as each other.
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“We Just went nuts,” says Hall today.
“We were young and overworked and we
didn't know how to say ne. If you've got
seven lads on a bug drinking all the ume
- it could be a group, 1t could be a group
of electricians on a two-week holiday -
they'll get on each other’s fucking nerves
And that's allthat happened ”

The Specials clearly all needed a break
from each other, although no-one
could've predicted that break would last
over 25 years. But, partly persuaded by
former Crystal Palace owner and fan
Simon Jordan and partly by Hall's
experience of seeing Brian Wilson’s
‘Smile’ tour and the reformed Pixies play
a string of acclaimed reformation gigs,
1 2007 the band started talking
seriously about playing live agan.

Hall and Golding hadn't seen each other
for the best part of two decades since
their post-Specials band Fun Boy Three
split. Personal differences were shelved,
however, when s1x of the seven onginal
Specials (Dammers was mvolved in
early rehearsals but ducked out)
followed a well-recerved date at Bestival
1n 2008 with a full tour and run of
festival dates last year.

These gigs, the tickets for which sold
out 1n less than an hour, were some

of the most joyous live events in the UK
for atleast a decade ~ a multi-
generational, multiracial celebration of
the career of one of the most important
bands Britain has ever produced. The
shows were notable for the fact that the
audience - a healthy mix of middle-aged
rude boys squeezing back into their
drainpipes and fans born years after
the band stopped making records —
received them with the kind of fervour
not normally associated with songs
about say, teenage pregnancy (‘Too
Much Too Young”), gnm provincial
nightelubs {Friday Night, Saturday
Morning”), nuclear war {Man At C&A"),
or unemployment {‘Ghost Town”).

Security barriers rendered the regular
stage invasions that the band prompted
the first time around impossible, but
the gigs were happily also unmarred by
the land of viclence that used to dog
Specials shows. Hall and Dammers
were once arrested in Cambndge after
intervenmg in a ight between fans and
bouncers, while gigs were also reqularly
attended by members of the National
Front - perhaps oddly given the band’s
expliaitly anti-fascist stance and the fact
that, not enly were two members black,
but that Hall often proclaimed his
Jewnsh heritage by wearing a Star Of
David pinned to his lapel.

“During that period n the late 1970s,
everything was kicking off,” winces
Hall. “You had football viclence and that
just blended into the gigs, It happened
anywhere people went,.”

“. but we noticed that the audiences
now were more huggy and friendlier,”
continues Bradbury. “That’s a result of
more maturity I think. Apart from that,
our fanbase used to have very hittle hair
back then and have very hittle hair now,
so nothing much has changed.”

The chances of getting pummelled
by neo-Nazis at a Specials gig might've
reduced drastically but the core of the
problem remains, As unemployment
nudges 2,5 million, racism 15 as
prevalent as ever and urban decay and
poverty worsen, The Specials’ songs
are sadly as pertinent as they were 1n
the 1970s, What's also disheartening
15 that the band don't see anyone
picking up thewr mantle of wnting
socially conscions songs that will
also get played on the radio.

“I find it very sad that a teenage kid
doesn't want to do that any more,” says
Hall. “It’s totally gone Imeanthere
have always been plastic bands, there
has always been manufactured music,
but now there’s no rebellion. I only get
to see bands when we play festivals
and most of the time I just think, “Why
are you 1n a band? What are you
trying to say to

people? Why intensity and
are you fucking rawness that 1t did
bothering?™

e ACELEBRATION OFONE F
a culturally diverse years ago,” says
Midlands industnal Bradbury,
townn the 1970s, accurately, “We
the teenage wouldn't have done
Specials were BH IIA IN HAS EVE R p R unuc[n it otherwise.”
exposed to a wide The continuing

range of music
eventually reflected in their own sound
- especially a love of Jamaican reggae,
ska and bluebeat. But Coventry - one of
the cities worst affected by wartime
bombing ~ was clearly a rough place,
“Tt was one of the most violent cities in
England at that time,” recalls Golding,
who was beaten up because of his skin
colour on more than one occasion and
stabbed 1n a racist attack in 1981, “So
many running battles in the streets.
We'd be chased by gangs. Sowhen
people ask what inspired those songs
1 say, ‘We lived those songs” ‘Conerete
Jungle’? We lved that”
Fundamentally, however, 1t's not
just what the songs are about which
makes them enduring. Case in point:
chiaf songwriter Jexry Dammers s a
true musical visionary who 1s clearly
averse to standing still for too long ~
today he fronts The Spatial AKA
Orchestra, a cosmic-minded free-jazz
outfit who dress as ancient Egyptian
priests ~ while the band’s blend of
reggae looseness and uptight punk
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energy has been imitated endlessly but
never bettered.

“I just think we're an excellent band,”
says Hall, sternly, “and that really became
apparent again playing at festivals when
you have to share the same stage with
bands that you have no respect for.

“They’re good songs. It doesn't matter
what year, month or venue it 1s. It's about
feeling comfortable doing it and also

feehng relevant Aslong aswe feel that, IUNE
that's enough.” 2 :

Thirtieth annrversary celebrations now
honoured by lastyear’s tour, The Specials
really have noreal reason to carry on—
apart from their continuing relevance Yet

DECADES F
while some of their contemporaries are ’
happy to wheel out the old hits on themed HUCK
package tours, there’s something about
this group that still feels vital and alive,

“It was strange getting back together,

but the good thing about 1t was that it
stillhad that

when we played
together all those

absence of
Dammers aside (Bradbury. “Best of luck
to him, but it’s boring. Let’s just talk
about the future”), the three 50-year-
olds assembled today are also clearly
enjoying getting to be friends agan.

“It was very interesting to see how
everyone felt about each other,” says
Hall. “But our persenalities are still
exactly the same. They're less guided
by alechol and drugs now, but basically
we're still all the same people ”

A low point for the original Specials
was a notoriously fraught American tour
1n 1880 supporting The Police. With
differences now behind them, though,
The Specials will be returning to the US
n Apnl to play on a Coachella bill that
includes contemporaries Echo & The
Bunnymen and Public Image Ltd
as well as other recent reformations
Pavement and Faith No More So have
they discussed recording again?

“We're not at that stage yet,” says Hall,
“Plus, we all realise that if we do 1t’s got
to be great. The only real concernThad
about getting back together was how I'd
feel about singing those songs again.
Now a song like ‘Friday Night, Saturday
Morning’ reminds me of my kid and
watching him going through the same
thing that I did - people still get off their
faces and throw up on a Friday might.”

The Specials: never has aband been
more aptly named.

THE SPECIALS WILL
HEADLINE THE SHOCKWAVES
NME AWARDS BIG GIG AS
PART OF THE TEENAGE
CANCER TRUST CONCERTS
AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL,
LONDON, ON MONDAY,

29 MARCH HEAD TC NME.
COM/AWARDS FOR INFO
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This is the story of 2 Tone - the L TR e e white youth at a time
of great social turmoil - told by the people on the frontline. Hardeep Phull looks back

ritish punk may have had its
heart 1n 1977, but 1t didnt
acquire its soul until the years
that followed. After the filth
and the fury had abated,

John Lydon mdulged in his
long-standing love for dub with Public
Image Ltd, while The Clash builton
their decision to work with Lee ‘Scrateh’
Perry for their early ‘Complete Control’
single, embracing reggae fully with

the groundbreaking ‘(White Man) In
Hammersmith Palais’. Meanwhile,
future godheads like Magazine and
Gang Of Four were also adding grooves
to their guitars. But as the bubbling
post-punk movement sought to make
their black musical influences more
audible, the one thing they were missing
was black people.

“Punk to me was a bit too white,”
remembers Jerry Dammers, founding
member of the Coventry Automatics
who later rechristened themselves
The Spectals. “It was a bit unhealthy -
dangerously so towards the end with
the slanhead revival and the O1f punks.

28 MME s rebrusry zoro

It was the right time to change that, The
Specials was a conscious effort to have
black and white people in the band. It
didn’t just happen by chance - I'd been
working on that idea and philosophy
for years It was a deliberate decision

to bring together reggae and punk.”

There was no shortage of people who
bought into Dammers’ philosophy The
wave of West Indian immgration to the
UK in the 1950s had seeded the idea of
Bntamn as a multicultural society and it
was something that Dammers sought to
reflect beyond The Specials in the form
of a record label he named 2 Tone.

“It seemed like a preposterous 1dea at
the time, that you could start your own
label,” remembers Suggs, frontman of
Londoners Madness, who were trying
to get attention for their own brand of
hyperactive ska during the late 1370s.
After seeing The Specials play, Suggs
remembers Dammers coming around to
his mum’s flat to let him in on the grand
plan. “{Jerry] was talking about 1t being

an English Motowm, in that it would be
gelf-sufficient and all-encompassing. It
was also going to be ractally mtegrated,
an unusual prospect at that ime.”
Dammerg’ determination was enough
to sell the 1dea to Chrysalis, who would
not only sign The Specials but fund
2 Tone, The Specials (as The Special
AKA) released their first single
‘Gangsters’ on the nascent labsl with an
early version of fellow Coventrians The
Selecter providing the other side of the
seven-inch — a combination which saw it
rise to Number Six in the chart during
the summer of 197g. Shortly after,
Madness’ “The Prince’ would be the
second single and hit Number 16.In
QOctober, the 2 Tone trio embarked on
a rotating tour together playing some
of the most frenetic gigs ever seen 1n the
UK and, by November, all three groups
appeared on Top Of The Pops during one
landmark episode. There was still time
before the end of the year for the label
to score another Top 10 hit thanks to
Brummue outfit The Beat and their
skank-friendly cover of ‘Tears Of A
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Clown’, It had taken just a few months
for Dammers’ preposterous 1dea for

2 Tone to transform into the hottest
imprint around,

It wasn't just the loose but lucid
combination of punk, 1960s ska, reggae
and soul that made so much of 2 Tone’s
early output so attractive; the image of
the label was just as crucial and was
again masterminded by Damrmers right
down to the smallest detail. The black
and white checkerboard harked back to
the mod era, but provided the perfect
symbol of the racial integration the
label proudly boasted. Meanwhile, the
hat-wearnng figure 1n a sharp suit seen
on the label logo was based on a picture
of reggae legend Peter Tosh and given
the name of Walt Jabsco.

“Jerry was obsessed with detail,”
remembers Dawvid Storey, the Chrysahs
graphic designer who was given the
duty of realising Dammers’ vision “We
spent hours on the lowliest button
badge, for instance, tweakang the layout
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unti] it was perfect It’s obvious now that
this refusal to compromise his design
values is the reason it was so successful
and has proved so enduring The
welrdest manifestation of those 2 Tone
graphics I've seen was a couple of years
ago 1n a hardware shop 1n Brighton
when the guy who served me had alarge
tattoo of Walt on his forearm.”

The final piece of the 2 Tone package
was put 1n place by the political and
social turmoil facing Britain at the end
of the decade. Margaret Thatcher's
arnval into Downing Street in May 1979
ushered 1n a cold new era of brutal
reductiens 1n publie spending 1n which
(among many other similar cost-cutting
policies) long-standing industries across
the nation began a painful transition to
privatisation. Jobs disappeared and
communities were decimated. As the
already deep recession worsened and
unemployment rose, violent crime
surged, creating even more problems
for the inner cities, “No future” was
what the Sex Pistols had promised
a few years before, and by the start of
the 19805, that future seemed like 1t
had arrived, But The Specials, and The
Selecter in particular, made points of
disseminating and dissenting from this
state of affairs in thetr songs.

“Most of the fans seemed to be from
working class backgrounds, there was
one gurl in particular called Lorraine
who lived in a Barnardo’s home,”
recounts Pauline Black who, as the
female singer in the fleshed-out version
of The Selecter (put together after the
release of the ‘Gangsters’ seven-inch)
gave 2 Tone a further level of gender
integration as well as racial umity.

“I remember being out on tour and
arriving 1n Middlesbrough, which had
been stricken by poverty because of the
closure of the shipbuilding industry.
Our van broke down about 50 yards
from the venue and a group of fans
pushed the van up to the front They'd
camped out overnight to see us because
they were that into the messages that we
were putting across.”

However, those messages weren't all
recewved loud and clear, The National
Front were on the rise in the late 1970s,
and some had mistakenly taken the

2 Tone groups as their own due to the
fact that some band merbers had
reinterpreted the fashionable element
of the skinhead lock rather than the
fascistic side. Suggs recalls unpleasant
gigs where “3,000 people would be sieg
heiling” while Black notes that The
Specials and The Sslecter were referred
to by some of the uninformed right-wing
crowd as “The Specials plus two” and
“The Selecter plus s1x” - the superfluous
numbers referring to the number of
black members in each band.

Even so, as The Specials made what
would prove to be an ill-fated venture
to the US during 1980, it was more the
internal strife that was damaging them
- and, by extension, the 2 Tone label.
Rude boys and rude girls styling
themselves 1n the image of Walt Jabsco

Different shades of
2 Tone: Madness...

became everyday sightings and the
checkerboard graphics were visual
shorthand for the entire ska revival.
But despite that and more sohd singles
from The Specials and The Selecter,
the label failed to expand on the initial
burst of talent it showeased. The only
other 2 Tone act to gain exposure in
1980 were an all-gurl seven-piece from
London called The

amount of energy for very long. So when
ska-exhaustion set in, ] wasn't so sure

of the direction any more I thought

I needed to put something out but my
heart wasn't really in it. The Specials
had enough problems of our own by
then to be helping other bands ”

Just as problematic was the downturn
in public interest. “As people moved into
the 1980s, I'm not sure they had the
appetite for it any more,” offers Black.
“It was the start of the Loadsamoney
generation and the credit boom era
1n which everyone wanted an MBA and
the City was everything.”

The Beat’s mainman Dave Wakeling
puts it down to the numbing effect of
early 1980s pop music. “We were
destroyed by the new romanties. All of
a sudden our utilitanan gear looked
plain next to these dandies. People
wanted music as escapism again

Indeed, 2 Tone’s final moment of
greatness had an unusual sheen toit~
but it packed the ultimate political
punch, After various members of The
Specials had gone their separate ways at
the end of 1981 (most notably frontman
Terry Hall, guitarist

Bodysnatcherswho %% Lynval Golding and
had a minor vocalist Neville
hit with their Staple forming the
S GG WHERE THERE WOULD BE
tune ‘Let’s Do Thres), Damimners
Rock Steady”. ’” formed anew

As disagreements , line-up and

about their future changed the band’s
o s SUGGS, MADNESS oo AR T

camp 1nto 1981, they did hold 1t
together long enough to lay down
an unusually slow, dirge-like but
neredibly inventive Dammers
composition called ‘Ghost Town'.
Inspired by the depressing and
frequently violent scenes at the
once-vibrant Coventry mghtelub
The Locarne (now
the city’s Central
Library), itbecame
a surprise Number
One and the
anthem of summer
1981 - n the worst
possible way. As
the harsh new
Conservative
policies took hold,
rioting broke out in
numerous towns ]
across the country h
and the song’s
creepy flutes, eerie
trumpets and
horror-flick organs represented the
decaying state of Britainwith an
accuracy that was uncanny.

That success was still not enough to
umte The Specials and it spelled
disaster for the broader 2 Tone
landscape. Dammers: “In the early days,
2 Tone had a very clear direction. We
wanted to help other bands, other bands
wanted to help us and we were all united
by ska. But ska is a very high-energy
form of music and you can't keep up that

«and the cool kids, who
adopted the look wholesale ]

years later in 1984, they released the
Poppy, upbeat single ‘Nelson Mandela’,
which celebrated the life of the then-
imprisoned South African who had
spent almost three decades in jail for hus
part in anti-apartheid activities during
the 1950s and early 1960s. Mandela was
virtually unknown to most of the British
public at the time, but the song’s Top 10
chart placing was one of the seeds in
what became a fully-fledged campaign
to secure his release from captivity -
including an Artists Against Apartheid
concert at Clapham Common in 1386
and a 70th birthday tribute for Mandela
at Wembley 1n 1888, featuring names
such as Sting, Stevie Wonder and Steve
Van Zandt from the E Street Band

Both were orgamised in part by
Dammers himself,

“Before those gigs, Thatcher was
saying Mandela was a terronst,” he
adds. “Afterwards, she was saying it was
her that set him free. I still meet pecple
who say they’d never heard of Mandela
before that record, The whole situation
in South Africa is obviously changed
now and at home too WhenIwas akid
in the 1960s, 1t was really common to
use the ‘n-word. Now that’s not
acceptable, so there has been progress.”

Not only did 2 Tone give us some of the
most prescient pop music ever, it also
played its part 1n shifting racial
attitudes across the world. The moral of
the story? Never underestimate the
power of the pork-pie hat.
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TONE

S

ROCK

BACK T0 BLACK

AND WHITE

From Massive Attack to Babyshambles

and Lily to Amy, 2 Tone’s influence lives on

ack 1n 1ts day, punk was a durty
young rotter The Russell
Brand of music, it put self
about the late’70s vath lusty
abandon, uncaring what
virulent new strains of rock
syphilis it might spread. It shagged pop
and created new wave. It did disco up the
wrong ‘un and invented Ian Dury. It even
had its way with heavy metal and begat
the US hardcore of Black Flag and Fugazi.
But somewhere n the socio/imuso/
politico elusterfuck of *70s Britain, punk
saved its most frenzied bouts of
bondage for ska. Jamaica's ganja groove
got sped up to amphetamine pace and,
1n the pubs of Camden and the
dancehalls of Coventry, 2 Tone was
born. The label of the same name was
set up by Specials songwniter Jerry
Dammers 1 1979 to release their debut
single and, though labelmates Madness
would go on to greater commereial
success and their own chart career
would burn out within four years, it’s
their influence that resonates today

By 1982 the UK ska revival had become
parody. On one hand it was 1ronically
agsimilated by NF-related skinhead
groups and Oif meatheads; on the other
1t was turned into a cartoonish kiddie
cliché by Madness’ (often-brilhant)
novelty knees-ups, But The Specials’ last
Number One, 1981's ‘Ghost Town’,
captured an essence of seditious
subterranean Britan that lingered long
after the nutty dance was over. A decade
later its dubby dissatisfaction and
speetral urban darkness formed the root
of Massive Attack, Tricky and the
Bristolian trip-hop scene, whileits
political rhetoric (and that of The
Special AKA’s follow-up ‘Nelson
Mandela’) fired everyone frorm Billy
Bragg and Morrissey to sarly Manics.
Across the Atlantic, meanwhile, the US
punk gonks were turming to The
Specials’ jauntier edges to help them jig
off the gruesome grunge hangover of
1994 Ranad, The Offspring and The
Mighty Mighty Bosstones all did “Too
Much Too Young’ way too old. Backin
the UK in the last decade, the revival
eycle was getting as short as the hife
eycle of an asthmatic erane fly; the first

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

hints of a ska influence had barely
stopped reverberating from Pete
Doherty’s guitar strings on ‘Tomblands’
when The Dead 80s arrived. They were
The Specials in the way that The
Darkness were Queen, but in their
revivalist wake the Dammers skank
entranced rock once more, Then there
were the efforts of the White Chapel
crew- Babyshambles’ ‘Down In Albion’
giving a new lease of hfe to Doherty’s
work with the jaunty upstroke. Sadly, this
dribbled down to becormne the kind of
anaemic pop and indie-electro pedalled
by the likes of The Kooks and Hard-Fi.

First rule of reunions: if you revive it,
they will come. When Terry Hall and
Lynval Golding guested with Lily Allen
on Specials classic ‘Gangsters” at
Glastonbury 2007 - the spark for their
reunion at Bestival the following year

~ they faced down a whole new
generation drenched in their influence.
Though Amy Winehouse references the
original Jamaican
dancehall of the
'60s rather than the
late *70s ska revaval,
she and The
Specials mme the
same vein, hence
she’s covered ‘Hey,
Lattle Rich Girl’ and
sang You're
Wondering Now’
with them at
V2009, Meanwhile
there’s echoes of
classic Specials
cityscape
storytelling in the
lyrics of Alex
Turner and the
clearest modern
inheritor of their
funky urban
candour and
state-of-the-nation
nous is one Jarnie T.
Not bad for a band
whose lasting
legacy, in 1983,
locked like being
Culture Club
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In the past year, Dev Hynes has written for Solange, an X Factor

LIGHTSPEED CHAMPION

HIRE

/ contestant and some of Florence’s album. So why is he so poor?

need to sort myself
: ; out,” says Dev Hynes
with a groan. “I've
been DJing in this
shitty bar on Monday
nights just to get
money to pay my
rent and buy foed
Iplayed Reading and
Leeds last year and
was second top of the
Festival Republic
stage but I lost, like,
£2,000 doing those
shows because
no-cne would pay to
bring my band over”
As surprising as his
anecdotes are, there’s
no-one more stunned
than Lightspeed
Champion himse f
It’s understandable
bemusement Since the
release of his ace debut

album

NME.COM

Read our track-hy-track gulde
to the new Lightspeed album
at NME.COM/blogs

«pPM SO BROKE.
EATING RICE

Falling Off The Lavender Bridge’
almost two years to the day, Dev has
relocated to NYC, begun a Prince-
tinged side-project called Blood Orange,
published a series of graphic novels and
created a second LP, ‘Life Is Sweet, Nice
To Meet You’ that dips imito musical
theatre and classical composition, its
mnfluences ranging from “Gilbert and
Sullivan to Michael Nyman and Todd
Rundgren”. Tt's a long way from Test
Icicles - and further from solvency.

“People are always saying things like
‘Why aren’t you touring?,” he continues.
“But I literally can’t afford it. I'm broke”

A beloved fixture and fitting of the
indie scene, Dev isr't supposed to be
DJing just to be able to eat. So what’s
gone wrong?

“I don't think I have the goals that
other people have,” he sighs. “T feel Like
I'm pretending and I’m uncomfortable
selling myself, it maker ms uneasy.Ido
enjoy writing and malang musie, but
I've started to feel like, 1f T have no
aspirations to headline Wembley. .
Maybe I should just get a job.”

Problem is, he'’s er, got one Recently
he’s reinvented himself as a
songwriter for hire, with recent
projects ranging from the sublime
(Beyoncé’s li'l sis, Solange, who -
in another indie/R&B union - 15
now working with Of Montreal)
to the ridiculous (writing two
songs — ‘Wood Wolf’ and
‘Anything Will Do’ —with X
Factor'08’s Diana Vickers).
Dev’s prolific ercativity
seemsto have found anew
outlet; “T'm hinmuted as a
performer, so now I feel
1 can write things that
I'm not good enough to
execute,” he enthuses.
You'd think this would
ly not...
- Despite having

.......

Y

writing input into Florence And The
Machine’s Number One LP, ‘Lungs’,
Dev's invelvement has been alrnost
entirely put aside - to the ¢xtent that his
name 1s1't credited, and he can’t afford
to buy his own copy. “I... I'wrote on it,” he
says cagily. “I'm gonna leave it ag vague
as that. My friends tell me Insed to be
more business-minded. 'm so broke.
I don’t want to get into d: tails but... it got
to the silly point where it was nerther in
mine or Florence’s control, I don’t want
to make 1t sound like the man against
‘the Maching'... that double metaphor.
but I'm just this hungry guy eating rice
and 1t’s hard. * He chuckles, nervously.
“Ontop of that I don't care. I just enjoy
doing musie and working with friends”
Perhaps this carefree affability is the
root of Dev’s predicarent. Yet perhaps if
he wasn't so insecure about his talents,
he'dhave the assertiveness to ask for
what is rightfully his. After all, his writing
is, unbeltmown to most, nestled constantly
inthe higher regions of the charts, yethe
can’t even afford to tour his own album.
“T am trying to sort rayself out,” he

M JUST THIS HUNGRY
AND IT's HARD” DEV HYNES

shrugs. “I need a manager. I don't
know if T like myself, 5o managing
myself doesn’t work too well ¥

This ktind of se flacerating, tongue-in-
cheek despondency colours all
conversation with Dev - and long term
devotees will note it always has done.
Yet his increase in writing and a total
unwillingness to perform live (“I don’t
want people to expect me to entertain
them in a live setting because I don't
think I can”) seems to have thrown his
entire outlook up in the air.

“Iwas starting to feel confident about so
many things, which is why the new
album’s called ‘Life Is Sweet, Nice To Meet
You!, and 1 felt like I knew what I was
doing with life in general. But1it’s come

gl  comp

- We'dhatetosee himdo
that, but then it’s not much
ofa*ﬂnglyoucan’tafford
" toeatanything other

brown rice. Perhaps Florence -
oratleast her
hiro round for

ine - can invite
ai sornetime.
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As they set off on a 14-date tour of the UK, we get the four bands heading up the
Shockwaves NME Awards Tour together to chat live shows, Lady Gaga and dancing
girls. Use it as your handy guide to what they’re thinking as you watch them onstage

Have any of you ever considered the
Lady Gaga approach tc stagecraft —
shooting fire from your tits?

Robbie Furze (vocals/guitar, The Big
Pink): “Not yet, but I wouldn’t rule 1t out.
I'd love to spray fire from my tits...”
Jonathan Pierce (vocals, The Drums):
“We don't want to distract from the
songs — our whole point in The Drums is
simplifying things. We feel that modern
music 18 so overproduced, even the live
shows. What really excites us1s
imperfection and mncompleteness.”

Jack Steadman (vocals/quitar, Bombay
Bicycle Club): “We're notinto glamming
up, we Just wear what we're wearing that
day. I always look at photos of us and
think that we never look like aband”
Felix White (guitar, The Maccabees):
“The nearest we've ever got to that kind
of thing is when Orlando [Weeks,
singer] wore granny cardigans onstage.”

Encores. Everyone does 2m. Everyone
expects ‘em, They’re just a yawnsome
pantomime these days, aven’t they?
Connor Hanwick (drums, The Drums):
“The thing is, we really don't emjoy live
music that much anyway. I think we're
all more observers than partakers. If

I go to a show, I can never really stand
in the front row and freak out. My whole
life I've never been able to fit in like that.
We don't expect people to do that for us.
When they go crazy, we love 1t, but
I'would always prefer istening to the
album 1n my room by myself and
sensing how 1t affects me.”

Robbie: “Encores are rubbish. We dont
do encores Playyour songs and go
home. We'll never do encores Ever”

Jack: “In the abstract, I think they're
ridieulous, too. But from a very practical
perspective, we hke to have a break One
time we tried to do our show without an
encore, and I was sweating so much that

1 thought the guitar mught slip out of my
hands Butyeah —when I'm a punter at
aqug, there’s not much pomt, 1s there?”
Felix: “Like every other band, we started
out by saying, ‘We're not deing encores.’
And a year or two later we do! They're
abit odd though ~ 1 mean, to just draw
aline in the set and go off knowing

Feliz: “I always feel really sorry for Sam
[Doyle, drummer]. Playing the drums is
a lot hike being a goalkeeper - you make
one nustake and the whole thing falls

to preces. Whereas with me,
metaphorically playing on the wing,
nobody notices when I give the ball
away that often. But then I get all the
praise when a goal goes n.”

Robbie: “Probably me. Me or Milo.
Aldko - she’ll never make a mistake.
Even when she’s pissed she can play
pretty well”

sz

“THE PROBLEM WITH TOURING
WITH MUSE WAS THAT ALL THEIR

FANS WERE REALLY UGLY”
ROBBIE FURZE, THE BIG PINK

WATLR

you're going to come back on and play
more songs is pretty presumptuous. But
on the other hand, I would have been
devastated if every great band I've seen
recently hadn't played an encore.”

‘Who's the most likely in your band to
make a mistake onstage?

Jonathan: “Haha! Oh god! Probably me.
Yeah, ’cos I don’t know how to sing. I end
up hurhing my voice all the time”

Jack: “Definitely Jamie [MacColl,
guitar]. He seems to have some serious
tuning demons.”

Speaking of Akiko, she’salsoin
Comanechi. Robbie, have you nicked
any tricks from their live show?
Robbie: “Ha' Onwhat not to do? Don't let
hersing.. No, I'm abig fan. I dunno,
Alako1s so hardcore. We're a hardeore
band as it 1s, but to keep up with Alako 1s
tough. She'll stay up rught after mght.”

Why doesn’t she play topless with
The Big Pink like she does with
Comanechi?

Robbie: “She always tries to take her

clothes off, we always try to keep "em on.
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She got herself down to a bikint in Ibiza.
That was the closest she's got She’s
always trying to get her kit off, that one.”

What do you think about onstage?
Jack: “I don’t think anything. It all
happens really quickly. Sometimes you
look around the crowd and go “Oh, she'’s
really good looking'...”

Robbie: “Without sounding like a dick,
1try and lose myself and just feel the
moment. I try and remind myself I'm
having the time of my Iife. Otherwiseit's
too easy to let 1t all wash over you.”

How much do you ever focuson
individual faces during a gig? Do you
aver feel like you've developed a weird
temporary relatlonsl'up with people?

avmd all eye contact. go a bit self-
conscious, London shows are the
scariest, because my dad’s normally up
the front If I make eye contact with him
thenit’s all over really..”

Jack: “I stare at loads of people, If you
look around and they're singing the
words back at you - 1t’s a good fesling.
We've got a lot of parts 1 our songs
where it goes a bit slow and the lyrics
describe a relationship, so I'watch for
couples hugging each other. It's
1mportant not to be 1solated onstage and
detached, which is why T look around ”
Felisxt: “Ido that all the time, Iend up
staring directly at people. If everyone's
smiling and singing along, it’s very easy
to pick the one face that isn’t doing that.
Sometimes 1t ends up being my goal to
make that person join in, or at least
pretend they know the words.”
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Jonathan: “Most of the time
you can't see anything because
the lights are in your face. But the one or
two times I catch someone’s eye in the
crowd, I dunno, it freaks me out I'm
ternfied of eye contact. I just sing the
songs and try to get through the songs.”

Who should young bands be

watching for tips?

Feliz: “I really like big, over-the-top rock
shows, but you can feel a bit distant from
them. I'd say The National - they just
stand there, but every time I've seen
them they've been magnetic.”

Connor: “Stick to the classics. ] mean,
it’s hard to say, because we don't really
go to shows.”

Jonathan: “I can tell you who not

to see. ”

Who?!

Jonathan: “I shouldn’t, I'll write it down
on a prece of paper for you.”

Connor: “White Liest”

You're four songs in when you realise
the crowd hate you, What do you do?
Jonathan: “Play the next six, Get off. Go
home, It’s like, you want to connect with
the audience, but we also want to get lost
n our own little world. We opened for
White Lies, and we quickly realised that
the White Lies crowd is not exactly
open-minded. They were just stood
there scowling at us. Worst thing ever
But stuff like that just fuels our flame.
We play harder. We dance harder”
Robkbie: “I think sometimes you read the
situation wrong. When you think things
are going badly, then people corme up to
you and tell you how amazing it was...
For us, we normally just go into noise.
As much feedback as possiblein a
15-minute nose piece. Then go home.”

Ground rules for banter, please. Why
do 50 many bands have nothing to say
except “Good evening, Wembley.
How’re you all doing?”?

Jonathan: “We’re minimalists when 1t
comes to that”

Connor: “ just feel

1t comes off as hokey and

somewhat desperate.”

Jonathan: “It's not being aloof. I don’t
really have anything to say. I mean,

I've been to shows where the singer
starts asking the crowd whether

they know any jokes...”

Felis: “Normally the banter is with each
other - and off-mic. T don't think anyone
goes onstage thinking, ‘It’s really
1mportant that we've got some good
jokes tonight.”

our fans, They've come to
seeus, so I'm bound to see themin
a positive hight”

Do you guys have much of a post-
match debriefing where you excoriate
each other for your mistakes?

Jack: “Maybe. When we're packing
away our equipment It’s usually me,

to be honest. I'm always bad at
constructve criticism though, it
always comes out wrong when

Itry and pull people up on

what happened that was wrong.”

rsfiozre

“IWOULDN’T BE ABLE TO PLAY
GUITAR IF WE DIDN'T DO ROCK,
PAPER, SCISSORS BEFORE A GIG”

FELIX WHITE, THE MACCABEES

Jack: “It’s a one-way thing, 1en't 1t? I've
never understood how bands can be
good at1t- I find it absolutely
excruciating, How doyouhold a
‘conversation’ with thousands of people
- it’s the most unnatural thing ever.”

Do you ever look out on a crowd and
go, ‘Man, these people are ugggglyyy’?
Connor: “Yeah, the White Lies crowd!”
Robbie: “Haha! Maybe some of the
bigger places we've playad at. Milo was
saying that the other day - one of the
only problems with the Muse tour was
that the audiences were ugly. I think that
happens when you get to arenas. You
can't have a beautiful ecrowd anymors .
too many ugly, fat people. That's what
we want to do, that’s our goal - to get to
arenas and still have beautiful people.”
Felix: “T've never thought that, but all
the people at Maccabees shows are quite
good loocking. Probably because they're

What about a pre-match ritual?

Felix; “We play Rock, Paper, Scissors
until there’s only two people left, and
then the last one left has to go onstage
first, Before a Maccabees gig, 1t’s like,
no-one 1s where they’re supposed to be,
and 1t’s like ‘Where the fuclds Rupe!
We've got to do Rock, Paper, Scissors.
It’s become really superstitions Even if
we're running late, it’s like ‘THEY'RE
JUST GOING TO HAVE TO WAIT" If
we didn't play it, my brain wouldn't be
functional to play guitar. We've been
doing that for about four years. It came
about through touring Eurepe in a tiny
van, and this was before everyone had
computers, so 1t was literally the only
way we could amuse ourselves.”
Robbie: “We always getin a huddle
before we go on And we always sing the
chorus of - do you know that Metallica
song, ‘Leper Messiah'? We sing that. It's
just a thing we've developed lately.”
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The Drums, you guys have

recently shed the two regular dancing-
girls for your live shows. How come?
Jonathan: “Yeah, our first show without
themwas a week ago in New York,”
Connor: “It was a risk, because some of
the fans liked the girls, and some didn*.
We're veryimage-driven in terms of
how we want to portray ourselves, and at
the end of the day, we just like the basic,
classic image of a four-prece”

Were they heartbroken?

Jonathan: “I thinkthey were a bit
bummed out, but we're still friends.
Jack, you want them for BBC?”

Jack: “Yeah, definitely' I mean, we
always mwite people from the audience
up onstage, but 1t would be gocd to have
someone who could actually dance. Indie
kids trying to dance 1s not a good leok.”

Finally, how much backing-trackis
too much?

Jack: “When you have actual
mstruments on the backing-track,
instead of just synthesized sounds. The
only thing we'd put on a backing-track
1s something you couldn’t do live - like
alooped vocal.” 5
Connor: “Mmm,., I dunno, Whatever
sounds good We're there to showcase
our songs, not our ability to replicate
our songs,”

Jonathan: “We’re very clear, very
honest about what we’re doing onstage,
and we're not ashamed of 1t, We could
have me playing bass guitar, but we
choose not to It’s sort of a take-it-or-
leavet thing.”

Connor: “It’s called punk!”

Jonathan: “Yeah, it’s called punk”

" ‘V"'

QUINTON

MACKAY PHOTOS: RICHARD

Download a free Drums track at

NME.COWradanmixtape now
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Liars, Liars pants
o flre (I-r): Jullan,
W Angus, Aaron

You are now ente

Haunted by the violent reality of LA, Liars invented a place where they could retreat,
create and be safe. It’s also the name of their fifth album. John Doran paid a visit

ollywood loves a happy ending: when
Terry Gilliam’s dystopian masterpiece
Brazil was released in 1986, the elimax
saw the hero get the gi.f] and escape
from his torturers to the countryside.
They live happily ever after. The End.

Elsewhere in the world, however, audiences were
treated to an entirely different film. The eruecial final
scene reveals that the protagonist has not eacaped at
all but has heen tartured until his mind snaps, leaving
hum a drooling wreck of a man The message is clear:
the only reaf escape from the horrora of modern life is
into the imagination, into insanity.

Angus Andrew, frontman with dark art-roek pioneers
Liars, concurs: “It’s hard ta deal with. The only real
escape 12 to pull the bed sheets over your head and
then you ecan pretend that you're nat you,”

He should know. After all, his band’s new record was
born out of an extreme desire to escape from the
violent realities of murder, homelessness and drug
addiction A conceptual retreat against the disfiguring
and dehumanising effects of inner-city life A place the
band are calling Sisterworld.

If you want to know what your eountry will be like in
10 years' time, look to America. But if you want to know

3 6 IIIIE 6 February 2010

how bad your city could get, then look to Los Angeles.
With drug addiction, gun crime and poverty spiraling
out of control, The City Of Angels is proof that the
idealism of late capitalism - the prsuit of money at all
casts — will lead directly to mare suffering, atrocity and
death in the 218t century than any of the foul political

people and It's going to make everything awesome.”
He fixes us with a baleful stare “Just awesome.”

debut “They Threw Us All In A Trench And Stuck A

I t's been a whole decade since Liars released their
Monument On Top’ which, although great, saw them

B

sehemes such as faseicm and Stalinist nism

ped in with other US post-punk revivaliats such

delivered in the last. At least, this1s what Angus
Andrew would have you believe.

*This is the word on the street,” insists the singer,
sounding hike the man carrying the gandvich board
pronouncing ‘The End s Nigh' Something comes over
himwhen he talks ahout California’s largest city and
the inapiration behind his group'’s amazing fifth album.
He stops being an affable and goofy Aussie surfer dude
and morphs into a messianie prophet. His hands freeze
inta claws that elench in front of his face, he starts
shaking uncontrollably and his eyes roll up into his
skull as he intones: “To me LA feels ke itis close tathe
apocalypse.” His voice, which is pretty loud anyway,
starts booming: “Itis the exemplifier of the complete
aband of... anything apart from the pursuit of
money. You are told that how to be happy 12 to have
money, the ability to buy something. Are you unhappy?
Then buy an iPhone and play this video of dancing

as Interpol and The Rapture. But, as the name of the
album suggested, they were aware of the limitationa

of being part of a seene. The line-up solidified around
Andrew on vocals and guitars, multiingtrumentalist
Aaron Hemphill and drummer Juliin Grosa and
developed aunique, darkly tribal and nareotic sound
drawing from sources as disparate as Bauhaus,
Butthole Surfers, ESG and Throbbing Gristle - a sound
that has gone on to influence such outsider groups as
These New Puritans and HEALTH. The key to their
success was isolation. Their albums since have been
recorded in a shed 1n the woods of New Jersey and in
aformer Stasi {and now disused) radio station in Berlin
where language diffreulties put thermn in an 120lating
“bubble”. Recently, however, they decided a change
was needed. Andrew says “We'd done two records

in Berlin and it was a tacit agreement that I should do
arecord in LA. These two guys are from there and we'd
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¥ing Sisterworid

dane a lot of moving around and it felt OKto goto
anurturing environment where we had more of a sense
of community.”

Initiatly, the plan worked Andrew explains: “I got
this litile flat 11 La Brea just above a manjuana
dispensary so everything I needed was right there..”

His new surroundings were a rush of inspiration,
freeing him from his self-imposed exile in Berlin: “If
you walk around, the orea really opens up to you. If you
Jjust stand on the street for a while it becomes vastly
interesting. There are streams of homeless people and
alot of action in terma of erume.”

Tt waen't long, however, hefore he realised that
moving into  flat directly above a maesive ganja
depotitory 1n a rough area waa perhape not the best of
ideas when his neighbour got gunned down in ecld
blood (inspiring the album’s centrepiece, ‘Scarecrows
On A Killer Slant’): “The bodyguard working in the
weed dispinsary got shot. He ended up spxawlecl out,
bleeding on this sidewalk right in front of my place.
The paramedics carmne and cut his elothes off and he
waa naked and dying and bleeding. A final indignity.”

Heis quick ta point cut his ewn guilt as a voyeur.
“There was a erowd looking at him and I guess my
reaction waa tel'ing because it wasn't one of ‘Fuck me!’
It wasn't one of solemnity. It was a feeling of
excitement, of, “Wow, I'm glad I'm here right nov.™

The other two members, who are native Los

Angelinos, have a slightly different take on the city's
endemice violence than their Sydney-born mate

Gross explains: “Seeing sumecne bleeding to deathas
never good but yourreaction can become strange or
scaty. You ask yourse'f, 'Why am [ not erying?’ The
first time I saw violent death [ was still at school. [ was
in class and saw my firet drive-by. A bunch of guys
pulled up by the window and started shooting at three
people in the street outside Then they drove off.
Peaple were screaming, hitting the floor.”

Hemphill adds a litany of horrific things he has seen
before concluding: “There was a m irder near where
I lived recently, the stabbing of a pregnant woman
wvith twins. So ] know, not including peopse that I knoswr
persenally, when it heppens my immediste reaction is
intellectual My initial response 12 to work out what the
cause was. And this overlooks the coat of human life
and prevents any kind of empathy.”

sick air had already started to seep into the
process when another surrealincident caused
the singer to abandon his flat and run for the hills, He
explains-“I thought my flat was secure - my sanetum
with doora that were double-bolted. But one night Iwas
in my space working on my stuff in my underwear and
asledgehammer came through the vrall”
Two gang members had misjudged which floor the

A few weeks into the creation of ‘Sisterworld’, thia

dope dispensary was on and had smashed their way
into the singer's flat by mistake. Luckily the bizarre
sight of a wild-haired Australian in boxer shorts
serearning at themn freaked them out and they ran off.

Gross takes up the story: “It was like saome
Poltergeist/Scanners/Predator 2 shit where you're
there on the third floor and then someone just
materialises through your wall. A concrete wall ”

They deseribe their new album as being a “notional
space allowing the band to escape from the
aforementioned horrors. It’s their own zane, far away
from the destructive nature of modern society. And
while the band are keen ta state that they don't have
aclear idea of what Sisterworld 12 or what it looks like
- preferring to leave it as e framework where the
listener can *hang their own 1deas” - the econcept has
themes that run central to the plots of Brazif or
Bladerunner or the George Orwell novel 1984. Where
in such nightmarish visions one comes to the bleak
conclusion that the only escape fram the horror of
industrialised society is, well, as we said previously...
into imaginatiom or Insanity.

“We're interested in the alternate spaces people create
inorder to maintain identity in & eity like LA," the band
have stated. “Environments where outcasts and loners
celebrate a skewered relationship to society”

Look at your country and you might want to pay
Sisterworld a visit too. As we said, you've got 10 years.
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guess that as we've got older, we've

started to store a lot of rage and

desire away” Victoria Legrand,

Beach House's trembling singer, is

trying to pinpoint the moment her

band transformed from yeah-1f-
you're-into-that-sort-of thing indie
whatevers to the-band wha've-ust
made-a-g/10-mn-NME-sconng new
album. “As we were touring the last
album we were just wishing the songs
were more alive. We started to notice
places where the music could have
broken through *

It’s a disnllation of that rage (and
desire, sex and a tender version of first
lowve) that'’s gone into creating “Teen
Drea), a stargazing spectacular that's
perhaps the first truly great album of the
20105 Yetit’s not just a great thard
albumn - 1t’s a regeneration ~ one from
aband you could eppreciate into one
we've all fallen in love with

Since Beach House came together m
2004 the world has been introduced to
scores of US bands mining a similar
mustcal space- lo-f daydream-pop.
We're talking the likes of Washed Qut,
Real Estate, Best Coast et af This trend
came to a head last year when it seemed
as1f every week another woozy guitar
band had hoisted themselves out from
a staned torpor only to plonk back down
ontop of every blclg 1n the #niverse. But
after a whale, all the bands 1n this
excring new seene began to sound
exactly the same. The genre began to
overshadow the people making the
music, and Beach House faded into the
distorted daze

That's all changed with the release of
“Taen Dream, an album that embodies
the sun kissed lo fi aesthetic of Beach
House’s contemporanes, but repeatedly
soars beyond it And we're not the only
ones wha think soo MGMT, The Strokes
and Grizzly Beay, who the pesr support
1 March, have all been dishing cut
piaudlts. Their new-found affection
means they're off to play Late Night
W:th Jimmy Fallon, the late-night chat
show with & track record of bringing
alternative music to America After that,
it's a 70 day slog round Europe, talang
*Teen Dream’ out to the people who've
fallen for ts fuzzy charms.

When we speak 1t's Beach House's last
day m their hometown of Baltimore. A
busy packang schedule means that vre
have to interview them indnndually
= Alex Scally- in their giant practice
space where they wrote the record.
Victora down the road i her
apartment, where she's trying to
squeeze her Iife 1nto a suitease

The separation doesn't sust them. For
the past five years these two have spent
moast of therr waking moments together.
Now that they're apart bnefly, the main
topic of conversation 1s each other

“When we first started playing
together, the chemistry was wild Smce
then, our abihty to be with each ather
has just become more mtense,” coos
Alex His enamonr 1s matched by
Victona's admration “Me and Alex are
on a journey together, hke two kindred
creative souls. I'm lucky that I met hhm.”

LEADERS

PACK

In a world awash with dream-poppers,
Baltimore duo Beach House stand out
from the crowd, argues Sam Wolfson

Oh, get araam Beach House would
have us beheve that there’s nothing
more than a shared love of fuzzed-out
soundscapes between them. Hmm...

“Life1s really bizarre and people meet
for dafferent reasons That’s just natin
the stars for us, we're Justa musical
eoupling,” clayms Vietoria

You've never even shared a smooch?

“Qh, well, yeah, bilze when you're drunk
and you're bath like, ‘Ooch, Ilove yau,'
of course you peck each other But
there's not been any, you kmow,
sloppiness " Victona trails offinto
teenage grggles “Ihate these
questions,” she sighs

However much Beach House are/aren’t
hooked on each other, 1t ain't close vo
how much we're hooled an them. ‘Teen
Dream’ doesn't ptst go for your brain or
your heart, it swishes through your
bloodstream unul your artenes are
bulgang with Alex’s gently fingered
gquitar and every nerve tingling with
Victona’s seductive vocals. It diffuses
through your speakers until your
bedroom 1s thick wrth clouds of shicky
desire But what1s it that sets Vie and
Alex apart from other bandson a
simularly woozy path? Let's start with
sex appeal, Vietona reckons thisis

arecord for bonking to

“Ithink people should just get laid 101t
I hope they can feel that in the music.”
(She doeen't practise what she preaches,
thaugh. “I will put my hand on The Bible
I have never had sex to my own musie.
That 1s so fucking narcissistc *)

Secondly, they live in Balumore, home
to the world’s most exeiting musie scene
i recent imes. The lowrent in the ety
makes 1t perfect for musicians, artats
and those folks who'd just rather party
than get a]ob. Not needmg a fortune to
put a roof aver your head also entails
a lax attitude to malang it big. “For
London or New York bands, their first
recard 1s their mostimportant one. They
haveto prove themselves to everybody
nght off the bat,” says Alex, “We've been
at it for a really long time and have never
felt any pressure ”

Hawving the tme to developasa band
hes ¢nven Beach House a buffer between
emoton and musie, Younger bands with
blg record contracts find themselves
falling 1in love for the first ime one
evening and being forced to put itinto
words and chord sequences the next
day Somenmes that unprocessed
ravmess can be magical More oftenit’s
self mdulgent and looked on with
embarrassment a few years on

Victora “Iwas such a grungey
teenager- big pants, chamn wallet, viclet
eye-liner Iloved Hole and babydoll
dresses. [ wasn't a loner, but [ wasn't
a quarterback either. Alex and [ share
that, we were in that middle zone That’s
where all the interesting stuff happens,
your first cigarette, your first weird lass.
You'll never have that again ”

Of course the “middle zone” 1s full of
other firsts too First rejection, the first
time you faid at sehool, the first time you
lose all sense of self-assurance. But
Beach House aren'’t troubled by those
detals, they've grown out of them
Rather, they've remoulded adolescence
to expunge these cruelties Then,wath
the good bits they have left over, they
eclour them with mature, nuanced
emotion Your first weird kiss was
probably drunken, sloppy and shared
with an arsehole Butby the time Beach
House have imshed with t,1t’s
smaothered in romantic subtext and
sweeping organ lines.

Thers 15 an idyllic version of teen years
that sounds spectacular Other bands
make g].lb observations about the
adolescence you were stuck with, In
Beach House'’s gentle harmomnes, golden
brown piena lines and dozy pace lies the
adolescence you wanted. “It's a
re editing of teenage emotion for
mature nunds,” as Alex puts it

It's an outlook that makes this one of
the most optimistic bands we've ever
come across. By their third album mest
bands vrould balk at two months playmg
Europe’s elub venues, but Beach House
“ean’t wait”. It's a chance for revelry and
a further procrastmation from ever
having te grow up Never spending twe
daysin the same town, getting paid to
party every mght; Beach House getting
achance tore-hve it the way they
weanted, every day of their ives Ohboy,
thase teenage dreams are hard to beat.
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Phoenix ({ ‘homas,
Laurent (Branco),
Christlan and Deck

They paved the way for
MGMT, Passion Pit and The
Drums but never got their
dues. Now
meets , the band
who fashion caught up with
10 years after their debut

s Public Enemy very

nearly said, don’t

believe The Hype

Machine Increasingly,

however, the all-sesing

music blog aggregator
haa proved hard to ignore, Last month,
The Hype Machine revealed its
rundown of the mcst~blogged-about
artists of 2009; its Number One -
French indie-pop perennials Phoenix
was a pleasant surprise,

Unlike most acts an the chart, Phoenix
weren't 2 hot new band, nor e cult
concern l:ke Animal Colleetive, surfing
from undergmund to overground on
awave of blog goodwill. Phoenix have
been on a major label for a decade and
didn't even do anything particularly
webolutienary, & la Radichead or Little
Boots, to incite such blog hysteria. They
simply wrote a terrific pop song - ‘1901’
- and gave it away for free.

Thanks to the resulting reverberations,
last year's ‘Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’
has outsold all of Phoenix’s previous
albums put together, they've been
nominated for 1 Grammy in the formerly
hostile territory of the USA, and found
themselves clasped to British indie
bosoms as a kind of surrogate French
Strokes, their sleek, bittersweet sangs
soundtracking the etemal romantic
teen movie in our heads.

Until recently, Phoeniy’s trademark
blend of classic indie introspection,
blue-eyed seul, '70s AOR and fizzing
'Bos pop was largely derided for being
either too naff or too se f-consciously
cool. But suddenly, alongside a new
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generation of bands for whom cheap
synths and sunshine hold no particular
stigma ~MGMT, Ladyhawke, Passton
Pit, The Drums, Vampire Weekend
Empire Of The Sun, Deloreen, Memory
Tapes and on and on - Phoeriz have
found themselves hailed as pioneers

of the new ndie cptmsm.

Guitarist Laurent ‘Branco’ Brancowitz
ponders hus good fortune. “We tried to
keepto a direction and, after a while, by
c:ommdence, 1t was the direction of the
wind," he says with more humble
eloquence than we could ever muster
“The world finally ahgned wath us**

When Phoemx first appeared in 2000
wath ‘Too Young’, essentally an
audacious power-pop reworking of Don
Henley's ‘The Boys Of Summer’,
wazened old rock hacks recotled in
horror Seamingly the only way they
could process Phoemx’s penchant for
nostalgic soft-rock pastels was to accuse
them of waging an 1rome plot against
‘proper’ music on behalf of Shoreditch
twats in trucker caps. It was a response

that always baffied the band themsekves. .

“Maybe for paaple who were raised
witth The Smiths on one side and Kyhe
Mmogue on the other, 1t was herder to
understand,” ynuses Branco. “When we
were grovang up 1n France we were
mfluenced as much by Prince or Kenny
Ragers as we were by The Velvet
Underground because we didn't really
know what was supposed to be cool”

The band adrmt that a reluctance to
explain themselves meant the
accusations of artificiality stuck until
a new generation of music writers came
along “Now that there are younger
people m the media, there's nothmg to
explain - they get 1w instinctvely,” seys
Branco, reheved.

It’s difficult to see now how Phoenix
could have ever been misconstrued as
arch hlpsters when their innocence 1s so
genuine They grew up in the “eulrural
desert” of Versailles, a staunchly
conservative city suffocated by its
historie past “It’s not very far from
Panis, but 1t's very far psychologically,”
explains Branco “Tt was easy tabean
outsider there. you st wore sneakers.

Simply being into music was an act of
rebelhon, it didn't matter which genre,

»

OQENIX

(FINALLY)

so the four inseparable fmends
voractously consumed everything in
ther parents’ rock and jazz collections
along with whatever was on the radio,
and coveted their imported eopies of
NME and Melody Maker

“We did have a connection with the
rest of the world but there wasa
distortion, which helped us to become
whowe are When music cames from far
awrayit’s blurry and more beautiful. My
Bloody Valentine and The Stone Roses
were 1mportant bands for us, but we
could not decnpher the lym:s sowe
mmagined our own meaning That’s why

something for us. We liked howwe
evolved so much that we decided we
should stick to that prineiple We
reahsed how precious the thmg 1sand
how we have to protectit ”

Branco talks about bemg mfluenced by

the “llusion of purity” of bands from the

past, whose magie spell can't be broken
by dlscovermg what the singer eats for
breakfast “You have to say ‘no’taa let
of things,” says Thomas, who
acknowledyes that he risks Phoenix
coming across as awkward, or just plain
dull “Butif you want to protect this idea,
you ean't be the nice guy”

“WE WERE INFLUENCED AS
MUCH BY PRINCE OR KENNY
ROGERS AS WE WERE BY THE

VELVET UNDERGROUND”
LAURENT BRANCOWITZ

we leave space m our songs for listeners
toproject their own mterpretation. We
lenow that they can create abeauty that
the creator didn’t expect.”

So despite lots of carnest hypotheses
floating around the net, any attempt to

. P more than a vague essence of

meaning on Phoenz favourites such as
‘Lisztormama’ and “1901" 15 doomed to

" fenlure - especially since singer Thomas

Mars reveals that the majonty of ns
lyric-wmiting effort 1s spent “deleting the
nhetweens”, Squunt hard and you can
pmbably make out that most of
Phoenix's songs are about love affairs
-1n ‘Rome’, a relationship fades in the
ShﬂdO’W Of the Colosseum, whllE mn
‘Armustiee’, one is kept tagether by sex
and compromse - butit's their very

+ itangbility that makes them attractive

As people, too, Phoenrx have remarned

. dehberately elusive “We didn't starta

band to get girls or get people’s attention
because those possxblhtles didn’t exist
m Versalles anyway,” explains Thomas.
“It was a selfish, friendshrp thing = just

Branco is the most garrulous of the
four, freely confessing to some bizarre
preoccupations. “For a while [ was
obsessed wath Itahan terrorism,”
he reveals, cheertly “Right now
Iam really into honey”

“Branco car be very cbsessive sbout
one thing for a short period and then
go to the next one,” confirms Thomas.
“There was & moment when he was
obsessed with the Morse cade and
we had to put little secret messages
m the musie "

Second guitanst Chnstian Mazzalaiis
a budding gourmet, “Chris 1s also very
Latin, 1n the way that 1f we play a bad
show, you can always see 1t on his face.
He can’t fake his emotions ”

Bassist Deck D’Arcy1s the band's
great erugma “We don't really knaw
what he 15 doing when he’s not with
Phoenix,” says Branco “It's a running
joke that we think he has a secret
life wath a lot of children.”

“If you call hum, you don't lmaw where
he1s,” adds Thomas “We sleptinthe

same room for yearsbut he1s still
amystery tous.”

Then again, Thomas 1 hardly more
forthcoming himself “I'm the singer,
but I'm not a frontman,” he protests.
You may have seen Thamas on the
accastonal red carpet thanks to his
relationship with Lost In Transiation
director Sofia Coppola, but he says
the world of celebnty qves him the
creaps “Mayhe we are 1n 1t without

. wantng 1t, but we are always trying

- toescape,” he seys, having just spent

. atraumatic three weeks in Hollywood
* “Celebnty 15 a disease You are giving
* your personality away "

Thomas even reveals that he’s not

convineed about the benefits of

. Phoenix’s new-found American success.

“Sometimes 1t’s not for the best. It’s
scary when you can't relate to people m
the crowd. For instance, we played a
showrecently in front of all these frat
boys in Las Vegas and it felt really

. weird.” If there was a button he could

press that would {reeze Phoemz’s
popu]amy at their current level, he

. admits he’d probably press i,

Branco, simularly, is less proud of

" Phoenix'’s Grammy nod than “the fact

that over ali these years we managed to

: keepitpure It's hard to preserve this

neave, sem1 professional vibe. You have

- to hght to stay an amateur Ithink we do
* thatvell We are the most expenenced
" amateur band in the world™

What Phoenix have also been at pams

- to protect, heyand the purnty of their
. music, 1s the bond between themselves
" It would be dificult to find another

band, let alane one of 10 years standing,
who still regard each other vaith so much

- affection end defer to each other with
. solittle ego. “We know that,

mdividually, we are average,” shruge

. Branco “It's only when the four of
. us work a long time together that
- samething aceeptable happens”

“Phoemz 1s hke fanuly,” concludes
Thomas. “In fact 1t’s better than family
because so many fanulies don't want ta

. reunite for Christmeas. We would be very
- happy to spend Christmas together.”

As the credits roll once more on that

Imegnary tesn movie, there’s barely
. adryeyemnhouse
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ALL THE RELEASES

Al 3UMS

IR £dited by Emily Mockay

YEASAYER
0DD BLOOD
(MUTE)

Not just going ‘pop’, the Brooklyn boys
coagulate the world into hummable form

ollowing the chargre led by
Animal Collective and Grizzly
Bear last year, the waiting reom
marked ‘Candidates for 2010
New Weird Amarica Great
Crossover Potential' is already heming
In there we have Beach House, White
Hinterland... and, ah, who's that at the
door? Yeasayer, Brooklyn band, nea
hippies with a penchant for synthesizers
and atring vests. Previous? Released
2007's universally applauded Al Hour
Cymbuale’, a genre-Dyson which “eould
soundtrack the birth of e tiger cub”
(INME) and landed itself the 197th spot
in Pitchfori’s Albuma Of The Decade
list; picked up followrers through an
MGMT tour; provided vocals for Simian
Maobile Disco’s ‘Audacity Of Huge’; added
productio - and bass to Bat For Lashes’
Deniel’, Pearl's Dream’, ‘Sleep Alone’ and
‘Glass’ (je, the best tracks on Two Suns)),
Might not be up there with Ammal
“Two Brits Nomnations’ Collective
{zlthough maybe they’ll be up for Best
Breakthrough too once they've got seven
albums of their own), but they’re not
doing too badly.

Now? Cleaned up and looking to
consolidate their modicum of global
auccess with their “pop album”. Oh yes,
the o’ word - the building noise around
Yeasayer's second album since it leaked
three months ago has reverberated with

42 NME 6rebrunry 2010

celebratiens/accusations of e grasp

for the mainstream And the truth is,
Yeasayer have gone more popuhst here
-butonly in the sense that Kasabian
went a bit more edgy with their last. They
renain, at heart, music’s conquistadors,
still travling the globe for unearthed
sounds and unexploited resources,
bringing home precious spoils for their
dedicated followers. Actually, scrap that,
itamore of a safari than a conquest; these
are definitely ‘take only pictures, leave
only footprints’ types of guys. And their
holidey snaps are anything but ‘arty’

‘Ambling Alp' you'll know already;
arolhicking beast that's one of the most
un-pop yet perfect pop songs you']l
ever hear, packed vath juddering drum
thunder, leaps of falsetto and shoehcrned
brass blasts (its video, incidentally,
featuring as it does neked bodies
ralling down desert slopes, mirvor-
faced boxers end visual effects straight
out of The Abyzs, is enough to dispel
any accusations of overly commerci
ambitions several times over),

‘Rome’ begins with what sounds
sugpiciously like a Korg synth’s %wobble
board’ preset switched to Argos-garden-
shed panel before exploding into a
high-pitched slanging match between
synth chords and vocal chords, *Strange
Reunions’, meanwhile, leughs 1n the
face of conventional ime signatures

y

while still being reminiscent of ‘Second
Coming®era Stone Roses. The throaty
Stylophone stylings of ‘Mondegreen’,
meanwhile, lay the perfect foundation
for Chns Keating's congiderab e vocal
double-samersaule-tucks,

Everyone’s favourite decade, the
'80s, squats heavy aver much of this
oo, Madder Red’ boasts Bonnie Tyler
torn-tomns that would have Mike Tyson
fetehing his drumsticks faster than a
dementedly kien puppy, and somewhere
in Connecticut Paul Simon is searching
s archives for the parent track to the
reggae-1sh ‘ONE’,

As if the retro pop sounds weren't cosy
enough, lyrieally the album is crammed
with well-weathered but beautifully
expressed sentiments Take Ambling
Alp“s agony aunt aphoriems: “Now the
world can be an unfair plece at times/
Butyour lows will have their complement
of highs/And if anyone should cheat you,
take advantage of or beat you/Raise
your head and wearyour wounds with
pride/You must stick up for yourself son,
never mind what anybody else done”

It's encugh to bring a lumyp to the throat.
Similarly, 'l Remember’ is packed full of
sepia-tinted ruminations (making love on
a Sunday, fresh cut grass in May) before
climaxing with the beautiful “yots’re stuck
mmy mind, ofl the ttme”.

For all these moments of warm
smplicity, though, ‘Odd Blood”s true
mentalistic microcosm is Love Me Girl”.
It suggests a rave at the rim of the world,
where sunrise strikes the backs of &
thousand naked nymphs, propeiled by a
thumping backbone so powerful you can
feel it even when it drops to half time or
falls out completely for a section. Around
17 songs crammed into one, it forces your
imagination to do pironettes, conjuring

images of animals burrowing, goblina
climaxing, comets arching across the
sky, great gods speaking from behind
parted storm clouds. It plays havoe with
Microsoft Word's metaphor setting.
And aa far as we can tell its only lyrical
inspiration is unrequited lave.

There’s o many layers here - samples,
sound effects, coos, squawls, chirmups,
chants, piano loops, percussive clicks,
digital zips — but intertwined there
remains those melodies, as old as ime
itself. And that's the yolk of Yeasayer's
golden eggs: the ability to trawl the world
for gemns and condense them into frve-
minute distortec ditties you can whistle
while washing up. It's a musical package
holiday you can take vicariously, World
Muste For Dummnes,

Yeasayer's greatest achievement is
their balancing act, teetering between
heartfelt and overly earnest, between
invoking and pastiching past decades,
between worldly experimentalism and
token tourism. And if you stiif thinl
they've gone pop, maybe the best way
to decipher this dense, ambitious album
is tojudge the book by 1ts cover - the
two frankly bizarre images created by
Benjarnin Phelan that are “the study of
a future with a distorted biclogy”. Presty
appropnate, given the genetic anomalies
coursing through Yeasayer. Odd blood
indeed. Tim Chester

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘ONE’ 2) ‘Love Me Giel'
3)“! Remamber’

N |

Watch the video ta ‘Ambling Alp*
at NME.COM/video
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HIM
SCREAMWORKS: LOVE IN THEORY AND
PRACTICE (stpe)

| Sevenalbumsinand
panda-gyed love metallers
| HIM have thrown us all

a curveball - they've made
a record that we could
actually give a shit about. Clearly
pashing themselves out of thelr comfart
2one, Ville Valo's mob flivt with
drum’n’'hass (‘Like St Valentine®), glam
rock (‘Dying Song’} and electro-pop

{'In The Arms Of Rain’) to deliver tunes
tallor-made for the next Twilfght
soundtrack. Yes, the lyrics are still
vomit-inducing enough to make
celebrity Jesus lover Stephen Baldwin
ook tactfol In comparison, but then the
Finnlsh five-plece have never been the
most self-aware, It’s taken them 19
years to make a decent racket, but they
got there in the end. Edwin McFee
DOWNLOAD: ‘Like St Valentine’

South Wales: land of the

EL GOODD
COYQTE DELLORSO)
y overrated Indie-rock
band. And ‘Feel So Fine’,
El Gondo's npening track
of sub-BRMC bore blues,
doesn’t help. Thankfully though, its
presence has the handy effect of making
everything eise sound stunning.
Particularky so the spaghetti western
canter of upcoming single ' Saw Her
Today'. Praduced by Super Furry
Animals? Cian Ciaran, their sometime
support band unsurprisingly dow't hang
around one sphere of influence for bong,
setting saif from dusty Americana to
arvive in Liverpool for the earthy
Merseyheat of ‘Aren’t You Grand® and
La's tribute ‘Be My Girl. Travel broadens
the mind and has ensured this band of
Welshles keep the home fires burning
proudly. Matt Warwick
DOWNLOAD: ‘information Overload’
BURT T0 SPILE e
THERE IS NO ENEMY (arp)
Although cansensus
about what constitutes
‘dasslc music’ Is a teerible
thing and should be

obliterated at all costs
in the manner of a fluorescent plek
winklepicker stamping on a copy of
‘Blpad On The Tracks’ for all eternity,
there is something to be said for cosmic
Americana as an evelutionary end
product. Like ‘The Sophtware Slinnp’
by Grandaddy or ‘Summerteeth” by
Wilco, Built To Splll's seventh I a deft
biend of American folk, psych rock and
country & western with killer, dope-
fuelled pop hooks. The band very
nearly ground to a halt after the tragic
death of drummer Andy Capps during
the recortding of 2006's ‘You In Reverse'
album, sp it's even more thrilling to
finally have them hack, and on such
strong form. fohn Doran
DOWNLOAD: ‘Alste 13

DEEP RODTED
DEEP RODTED (R)

(8)

Deep Rooted certainly
picked their name right.
BIg, earthy bass tones,
m warm soul samples and
booming drumlines make
listening to this a calming experience -
which is rare enough in hip hop to he
a huge surprlse when It comes along. :
Rappers Mr Brady and MC Johaz deliver
solid rhymes, while Brea is a pleasant,
If unremarkable lyricist. But thanks
largely to the production skills of
meinher DJ Artistic (and his brethren 3
Exife, Moka Only amd Rhettmatic) ‘Deep .
Rooted’ becomes huge funtolistento.
The noisTest this orew gets [s the lead
single ‘Crazy’, with its addictive
hassline. This is mature, soothing hip-
hop that you'd he quite happy playing
in frant of your dad. And yes, that's
arecommendation. Rob Boffard
DOWNLOAD: ‘Crazy’

FIONN REGAN
THE SHADDW OF AN EMPIRE
(HEAVENLY/COOPERATIVE)

It must rankle Regan that
he recovded a debut inan
ahandoned stane barn
and then bloody Bon Iver
do the same in a shed and
every broadsheet writer goes doolalfy.
However, Regan's rejected the
temptation to da it again and also
moved beyond the Nick Drake pull that
hampers many troubadours. But ike
‘Gold*-era Ryan Adams, he's inthrallto |
the greats, There’s the sparse eloguence
of early Leonard Cohen (‘Violent
Demeanour?) as well as a hint of Simon
& Garfunkel's fingerpicking. Yot can't
fault the voice or the reference points,
but despite a playful authenticity,
Regan proves awestruck by his
influences rather than master of
them. Anthony Therntan

DOWNLOAD: ‘Violent Demeanour’

HELIGOLAND
{VIRGIN)

t's hard to think of a band that has

more epitomised the power of

a collective voice than Massive

Artack. Born out of The Wild

Bunch, the Bristol soundsystem
behind the rap-reggae fusion that

. infamously became kmown throughout

: the world as trip-hop, Massive’s inest

i momenta deployed collaberationa sith

¢ the precision of a smart bomb. Whether
¢ it was Shara Nelson's spectacular tum

; on1g91's future-soul classic ‘Unfinished

Sympathy’ or Elizabeth Fraser, elfin on
the frosted beauty of “Teardrop’ seven
years later, they knew a great vocalist -

¢ and exectly how to uae them. Seven

OCEAN COLOUR SCENE
SATURDAY (CCOKING VIYL)

years on from their last album, 2008’
“400th Window’, and Massive Attack -

: now the care duo of Robert 3D’ Del Naja

Back when they had
some clout, it felt
hecessary ta rage against
OGcean Colour Scene, They
displayed a torrid pride
in thelr plod-rock antiguity - heaven
forbid a child would get seduced by it
and believe this was how guitars should
be used. Now, settled Into middle age
a safe distance from the hearts and
minds of young Britain, their ninth
album brngs a curfous revelation: the
{dea of OCS is far worse than the reailty.
Yes there’s still plenty of trad macho
mewiding but they've ditched enough
bloke-Ish swagger to unearth the lovely
psych-pop likes of ‘Mrs Maylie” and
‘Maglc Carpet Days'. Still, we must
remain vigitant; their former "90s
lisutanant Chris Evans Is treading
amarch hack to popularity - never
forget. Dan Martin
DOWNLOAD: ‘Mrs Maylie®

i and Grant 'Daddy G’ Marshall (who
: wasn't even on the last record because
¢ he was on sabbatical raising his baby

daughter) - return. The backstory of
‘Heligoland’ is enough to give anyone

. cause for concern. It appears to have

been a tricky bugger to complete, vocala

* with the likes of Stephanie Dosen
: recorded, then scrapped Notthat the

finished product is short on guuests —

: it’s absalutely crammed with them.

Tunde Adebimpe of TV On The Radio,

i Martina Topley-Bird, Damon Albarn,
: Guy Garvey, Mazzy Star’s Hope
* Sandoval and Horace Andy all chack

{ infora song ar ftwo.

They're all undoubtedly great singers,

i burthe fraquency with which they're

¢ used gives the awkward impression that
i Del Naja and Marshal] are a marginal

: presence on their own record. It’s hard

to see the logic of kicking off with ‘Pray
For Rain’, a trudge of sombre pranc and

MASSIVE ATTACK

- & host of special guests on duo’s
- comeback can’t hide an identity crisis

tomn rolls that Adebimpe approaches
like he might any moody TVOTR song.
Sonically, too, there’s little here distinet
enough to leave a clear Massive
fingerprint. We don't hear Del Naja
and Marshall at all until track three,
‘Splitting The Atom’—which ironieally
comes off like a gloomy Gorillaz song,
thanka to some aka-tinged organ
from Albarn

After a shaley start, ‘Heligoland finally
begins ta deliver. Long-tire cohort
Horace Andy shines on ‘Girl I Love You’,
driving bass and droning herns harking
back to the collective's 1998 album
‘Mezzanine’. The luminescent ‘Paradise
Circus’, featuring Hope Sandoval, is as
close as the album gets to a ‘Teardrop”.
“The devil makes ug sick”, breathes
Sandoval, over handelaps and chimes,
“But we like :t when we're spinning”
‘Rush Minute', meanwrhile, is tense and
paranoid, Del Naja's whispered chant
raising the pressure a l ‘Inertia Creeps’

Overall, though ‘Heligoland' is a
puzzling and frustrating liaten. Some
good tracks can't hide the fact that this
{s the stuff of anidentity erisis. It's one
thing to ca’l on your famous friends to
put flesh on your bones. It's another if
you leave the listener wondering if
you've any spine at all. Louis Pattison

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Girl I Love You'
2) ‘Paradisc Circus’ 3} ‘Rush Minute’

1| ||‘l'||3..'.1 'YI Ik

For all your Massive Attack news go
to NME.COM/artists/massive-attack

6 Fabruary 2010 NME 43

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

UPFRONT AND BACKSTAGE

BUSH HALL, LONDON
F MONDAY, JANUARY 25

nthe foyer, 1 book containing sheet

musie is being sold at the merch stand;

onstage a formidable taiko drum and

fve-piece brass band are producing the

militaristic sonie assault of “We Want
War’. Its prolapee-inducing percussive
onslaught provides the sensalion of being
flayed alive by bass oscillations as Thomas
Hein, hunched over a laptop, triggers the
kind of sy sthetic postNeptunes presets that
make your optic nerve itch. If you stopped
and thought about the live incarnation of the
Puritans’ acclaimed second album, you'd
leugh And stop taking drugs forever,

Amid it all is Jack Barnett, imploring the
heavens with outstretched hand, part-
evangelist, part-Renaissance man touched
by hellfire. Now and then he'll give a cue to
the orchestra, betraying the digeipline at the
heart of the maelstrom. We could be hurtling
head]o'ﬂg intothe apoca]ypse, the venue's
rococo ceiling roses crumbling to plaster
dust, yet he'd still be in charge.

Few others could hold together such
adisparate mixture of forms, ‘Hidder’

1% a gargantuan record; live it almost

unprocessable. ‘Attack Musie™ sub-bass is
more shape than sound, the gutrural flexes
clash with the jagged bassoon and clarinet,

4401

Y

LIVE!®

THESE NEW PURITANS

A night of discordance and plaintive brass &%
leitmotifs. Really, more bands should be like this

)

creating a sonic dizcordance —the gap
bridged by Barnett as he stands eyaballing
the audience, clasping his chest. The fervour
peaks during ‘Fire-Power’ George Barnett
ralls his eyes ag he keeps the rigid dancehall
thythms, his brother shakes his guitar like

& pitchfork. Suddenly the cacophony ceases
an' the plaintive brass leitmotif begins, the
erowd falls to reverent silence. Why don't
more bands use bloody leitmotifs?

The boundary-shunting leaves little room
for banter, but it’s not like Christopher
Marlowe peppered his plays with hilarious
anecdotes either, “All good things must
come to an end,” observes Jack befare
launching into ‘Drum Courte: Where Corals
Lie’, the mid-range synths familiar to those
who ever heard a Joker or Rustie record,
while Hein jangles an assortment of chains
that lock like they've been lifted from Robert
Dyas. Butitisn't until the gentle, lapping
Steve Reich minimalism of ‘5’ that the band
depart, leaving the crowd to go nuts in
a suitably primal bout of footstomping,
shepherding the band on for aggressive
kiss-off ‘Infinity Ytinifni’ Then, 1n an almost
tender moment, Jack gives the signal for the
others to leave the stage. He'’s left alone,
triumphant. He should be. Zouise Brailey

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

FOOL'S GOLD

WHITE HEAT @ MADAME J0J0'S, LONDON

TUESDAY JANUARY 26

LA’s finest and sweatiest bring the samba party
to London. Watch out for a cowbell on the head

hite Heat ia right The place
is rammed full Amid the
sweat, Lawrence Arabia
opens. New Zealander
James Milne, as his mother
knows him, 1a here to showease tracks from
his enchanting debut ‘Chant Darling’ such

as ‘Appl Pu Bed’ end ‘The Beautiful Young
Crew’ With sweet harmonues, a beachy groove
and a touch of distortion, his richly melodie
songs are Built To Spill by way of Neil Young
and Brian Wilson. With better beards.

Fool's Gold enter with the nelp of e fog
machine. Sporting many ‘intaresting’ knitred
sweatshirts, accompanied by denim-on-denim
action, it’s all a bit *7os. Patehouli o1], anyone?
Set-opener ‘Nadine’ launches with an
extended intro, swiftly followed by a mellow,
soulful version of ‘Ha Dvasly’. Even though
each track is at least five minutes long, it
doesn't feel so. As standout album track and
current single ‘Surprise Hotel’ glides into
asped up sambe coda, there’s a kinetic 'nergy
in the room, being passed from band member

to audience, infiltrating even the most
hardened of hipster hearts.

This 1a due mainly to the percussive skills
of the group At one stage, five of the seven
bend members are playing percussion of
aome kind. Cowbell, bongos, tambourine,
talking drum, shekere - all present, all
dancing — a constant reflex of rhythms. It
would all be slightly naff if it wasn't so damn
joyful. Entirely ungelf-conecious, the
keyboard player dances like a Rock 'Em Sock
’Em Robat, one leg kicking out and back in
time with the musie. At one point, lead singer
Luke Tap rests lns head on abandmare’s
shoulder, apparently ovetcormne vath either
emotion or exhaustion, Perhapa a mixture of
both - this is Fool’s Gold’s fifth show in a row
during their London stint promoting their
self-titled debut album.

The set cloges with a liberated version
of ‘The World Is All There I’ As the song
draws to an end, the group down instruments,
presumably to leave the stage. But they
don't. One by one, they grab the nearest mie,

urine or cowbell and

alljump into the erowd.

It doesn't feel contrived, it
feels organie, Instruments
are passed through the room
and punters are gmbbed for
hugs. We're not in Kansas any
more - and we hike it. As the
music plays and everyone
baps happily, for 2 moment,

Scho's rainy environs are

forgottin, there’s no work in
the morning and dancing
shoes are all anyone’s wearing.
Ailbhe Malone

on the last turned
up trouser leg o
their tour, grope
close to girls and
guys with hory
eyes, Frankie
Francis plays bot
extrermes - neck
veins fit to pop

taser guitarasdas
wop Is clatwess by

THE LE* (NSTOM
LONDOW s2'01/1

his audience to
something bigges

searching about
Cooks' new hand -

PLANB
. CAFE DE PARIS, LONDON
| WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20

¥ now youre probably aware of the

‘he’s got soul, he used to be a suburban

solldes’ pitch. Yep, Plan B, who,

charmingly, used to “talk morbid just
to make you feel awkward™, has replaced his
uncompromising STDsn'vialence chsessed
Bluewater B-hoy schtick with the kind of
auntie-pleasing soul sound that Amy
Winehouse and Mark Ronson successfully
dredged back into public consciousness in'06.
Bold move and all that, baut has he not missed
the boat? We're a touch concernedl, but as soon
as Ben Drew opens his glorious goh, it’s abvious
we needn’t he, Showing off a falsetto that owes
as much te the flamboyant *90s flair of David
McAlmont and Terence Trent D'Arby as [t does
to Marvin Gaye, set opener “Writings On The
wall’ ks a straight-up classic which makes It
hard to believe Drew made his name spitting
hile and fury rather than sweet grooves.

“Tonight is gonna be purely soul and nothing
else,” Drew warns the crowd, not once delving
inta s back catalogue and only diverging
from the new numbers with ‘Coming Up Easy',
alargely inspiring used car- dealer furk cover
of a, er, Paolo Nutini song.

{f Drew had been wearing a suit when he'd
first arrlved on the scene, we'd have assumed it
was because he was on his way to court, but
now, arooning black and blue-eyed soul - which
works hest when it features roughed-up rap
breakdowns [ike on ‘She 5aid’ and ‘Stay Too
Long’ - his polished patina fits.

Yet there bs cause for concern, like the
moments he veers dangerasly close to drippy,
Magic FM textitory ¢t Know A Song’, ‘Love Goes
Down'). When that happens the whote evening
seems like an extended episode of The X Factor,
complete with made-for-TV razzle-dazzle in
the shape of backing singers in camp Jackie 0
shades and Drew taking time to pimp the
strickland Banks cocktails available at the
bar. That said, as reinventions o, thisisone
plan that certaily seems to have promise.
Leomle Cooper
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HTRK/FACTORY FLOOR - _ )

CARGO, LONDON
¥ THURSDAY JANUARY 21

Immense support give the headliners
a brutal lesson in awesome power

here is a sound rushing down the grime-ceked
streets of east London tonight. Like a tidal wave of !
hydrochloric ac1d carrying along panes of shattered
glass, it brings slaughter but leaves a eleansed path
in its wake. This noise destroys jaded hipsters. It
is a high intensity beam issuing from an electronic battle
weapon trained on the lazy enemies of good musie Haggard
and shaﬂveyed trendsmt‘rers beware. For those who leave
progression choked, as if by the umbilical cord in the womb,
will, in turn, be killed. For vultures with sticky-up haireuts
and ezpensive, lurid trainers - this is your final meel. This is
the carrion that will turn on you.

‘What a pretty daydream One can only hope it comes to
pass. For even if this is little more than wishful thinking, even
sameone who hated the almost psychatically humourless
intensity of Faetory Floor would be foreed to admire their
lack of irony, their absence of compromise and a sound sa
brutally propulsive it swould deny any attempta at dilution,
recontextualisation ar polish.

Nik Colk (voeals, guitar), Gabe Gurnsey (drums) and
Dom Butler (electronica) are barely there. It ia as f the
immensity of the noise they make has rendered them faint,
like charaeters in a doub. e exposed photograph. On “Lying’, 1
an ancient arpeggiator blasts out a two-note refrain. The
lack of resclution matched by colagsal bursts of guitar
noise teased out by viclin bow means it already sounds like
Giorgio Moroder having a massive coranary by the time
the metronomic drum tattoo staris. And then it becomea
reafly intense,

MWTRK, another girl/boy/boy combo dealing in deadly
serious gothic rock, should be the ideal sparring partners
for FF, but in the end it feels like sticking The JT Crowd an
the DVD after a treble bill of The Road, Nil By Mouth and
Requtiern For A Dreamn As great as they are (for ance they
have the luseious ive sound they deserve), they are juet
too immersive, too solipsistic ta he appreciated after the
explosive support. There are moody and sublime versions
of ‘Fascinator’, ‘Rent Boy’ and other songs from 2009%
‘Marry Me Tonight', which are intoned sensually by
Jonnine Standish as1f she’s fronting The Cure circa
‘Disintegration’

But they still aren’t

enocugh to rouse the

audience, who spend

5 the rest of the
evening after Factory
Floor wandering
round like shell-
shacked transients

| who have just

| escaped something

awful. John Doran

DANDENNISEON

DAN DERMISS 08
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TEENAGE ON SAL
L
CANCER FRIDAY 05
I“‘: 11 (\ » FEBRUARY
RAN"IN D 2010
10 YEARS OF MUSIC AND COMEDY
AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL
NOMURA
Monday 22 March Saturday 27 March
THEM CROOKED ARCTIC
VULTURES MONKEYS
Tuesday 23 March Sunday 28 March
JIMMY CARR LS
RHOD GILBERT m——t
NOEL FIELDING Mond%ﬁvEchh
Wednesday 24 March K b: -4
Thursday 25 & Friday 26 March -Fﬁ (EWT-TCOI‘
NOEL PLAY
GALLAGHER (@UADROPHENIA
OR O TO: WW A : RTRUST.OR
ROYALALBERTHA ® D845 40 030

ANDTOUR O 08 D

For front row seois, meet and greets and ather cpportunities by charity audion plecss go o wwwiicketmaster. co.uk/ TCTaudion. Al procsads b Tesnoge Concer Trust.
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24wr C/C HOTHINE: Q871 2200 260 | BUY OMLINE: GIGSAMDTOURS.COM
TICKETS ON SALE S9AM FRIDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
An KM Conom—res. proseriavien by rgement - Sl
www. thechariatans.net | vinww. myspece. cam/thecharistans

GOOD SHOES

"= IS TROPICAL
Apeil
Mon 19 Noswich Arts Contre
Tw 20 Southend Chinnerys
wed 21 London Dingwalls
Thu 22 Brighton Audio
Fi 23 Gloucester Guildhall

szt 24 Portsmouth
Wedgewcod Rooms 023 9288 391

Mon 26 Exeter Cavern 01392 495320
Tue 77 Wolverhampton Little Civic 0870 320 7000
wed 28 Manchester Deaf Institute  ns1832 111
™ 29 Leeds HiFi Club 0113 245 5570
i 30 Hull Lamp 08444 77 1000

May

01403 660352
0B450 50 82 58
038700 400 100
0871 230 0010
01452 503050

sst o1 Derby The Royal

3713 100 000

buy onling =t gigeandbawrs.oom | seeticketicom  24hr o hotine 0871 2200 260 & 0870 264 3333
wwwroOdEhost Cok  www myspacr.comgoodshoss No Hope, No Future ~ Cut Now On Brille
Bk An $]W Conere & DHP presenncien by snagemen witk 13 Arta

FERRART
W0 @ MANCHESTER NIGHT & DAY BB K22 1111

- U 64 KEWCASTUE IGITAL o4 771 W
T W I m ELASEOW (p ABC
ok 0 NOTTINGHAR ROCK CITY [waoetr| cn woooem
TWE @ DIAMINERAM D ACADEMY3 .02 2009
WD 10 SOUTHAMPTON JOINERS o i 2
AL ANTIC

HI (2 CANDIFF CCWA IFOR BACH (B4 50 9000

s
Wi 03 LONODE A0RDERLINE

26 0 I 722 2 | LAWY R N W G650 GTOURT A M
ILFLORE | TR TIMATLUTE M

(B 472 &3

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

OXEORD {THE REGAL}
LONDON (KOKD)
MANCHESTER {ACADEMY)

GLASGOW (D ABC)
BIRMINGHAM
{CUSTARD FACTORY)
LEEDS {0, ACADEMY)

24b

08444 771 000

0844 8472 455

01159 454 593

0115 712 9000

oIs1832 111

D844 499 9990
0844 477 1000

01223511 511

023 8043 2501

BUY ONLINE @ GIGSANDTOURS.COM | WWW SEETICKETS.COM

24HR CC HOTLINE 0873 2200 260
THE ALBUM ACOLYTE OUT NOW

NEW ALBUM SUMMER 2010
WWW.CHASEANDSTATLS.CO.UK

TILKETS ON SALE

SHEFFIELD {07 ACADEMY)
BOLRNEMOUTH {0; ACADEMY)
CORNWALL {EDEN PRO.JECT)
BRISTOL {0, ACADEMY)

CARDIFF (LINVERSITY GREAT HALL}
NOTTINGHAM (ROCK CITY)
NORWIEH {LIEA)

LINCOLN {ENGINE SHED}
BRIGHTON (THE DOME)
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Q1400 508 050
0844330003
0113246 %50
08¢ 477 200
044 955950
oisim2 i
OB 477 2000

-
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oM 477

| soLOUT |
QZISISN

0844 647 1258 |

~strop¢!' mus

PHOENIX

wm auests TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB avmomn

29™ MARCH

| soLo oUTJ
TUESDAY 30™ MARCH
LONDON ROUNDHOUSE

250/ 020 7734 8932
0643 482 OB/ N1 2200 260/ 00 TEAIREE o,

WAL
NIW ALIUM WOLIGANG RIARDES PHORIRL OUT HOW 9
& Moo VAND Crowdohon ongroAeTt

gy My # PR h COND FAROJwTTETS -
$ e

D844 477 2000
N1TANT 200
O1Ed 2% 4080
oA 84T 2987

020 7734 8932

| 2408 0T RO ME: 8679 2200 260TOR BUY DN-UME: WWW,GIGSANDTOURS. COM

SNEW ALBUM THE BESNARD LAXES ARE THE ROANING MIOKT” OUT 6 MARCH
L TRLES R PESCRUITION BT MLRSEI . T -

€ LLIE (GOULDING

-
W
Lr,

-

|_:oLo auy |
03460 508 2538
[ _390LE our |
0244 477 2000

SOLG Oy

D344 477 2000
D113 245 4650
|_saio ov- |
0244 576 6443
|_soto our |
SOLD O
03430 508 258
0344 576 5483

i'; .2 FIBBERS
UTHEND CHINNERYS
(PONHEAVEN
' iQGi0 oWl
BRIGHTON D GTAL
CARDIFF BARFLY |_soLo ouc |
24 hr icket hotfine: 0871 2200 250 / www.gigsandtoun.com
Winner of the BRITS 2010 Crifics' Cholce Award

www alBagoulting. GO LK WWWAITTYIDGES S0m el kegoutding
A Melopoks M. 104 Conceris, Lve Naliar, DF Cancarts B S°C Lve peassniotion
by amrangement wih Coda Agancy’

Por exciviive llve annsuncaments ond prionty Hooking go tor www.glgsandiovrs.com

“exXlovers
3 = 1

- " }

20 wb Folkestone Quarterhouse 0130 385 8200
22 Fed Southampton Jorners 0238 D63 2601
23 Fed Exeter Cavern Club * 013¢ 249 5370
23 Feb Shesfimld The Plug D1t4 241 _ndu
2¢ Peb Aldershot Weat End Cantre 0125 2.3 ¥4
27 Wb PRath Moles 6122 540 444>
3¢ Feb Worthampton Roadmandex 011% Si2 9
02 Mar York Storeo 0844

95 Mar Aristol Cooler 0871 310

a6 sMar Ozford The Jericho 0844 47

Q7 Mar Zrighton The Hope 0870 264 3333
CB Mar Cardiff Buffalo Bar DR44 447 0
a9 Mar Hull Adelphi D148 234 806
W Mar  london Lexington G844 %76 5483
13 Mar imeds Cockpit 3113 245 4650

Buy Unting st wwr liwvwnation co.uk / www sseticksts.com
W PYRTACE. O CWRRDeaxlovers

You Focqer ™ Eapily ep ouL ‘ow on liuces

A tave Hatlon prasmeacion by arrangmmt with Frimary Taleat Tnémenarlmal

TREELIACE
wWhALES

LONDON
BORDERLINE
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L P b | k.

wild

PLUS GUESTS
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EVERYTHING EVERYTHING
+ ESREN AND THE WITCH
[% 4 Mart o0t}

RIT M TS
WIIITE RABBITS . CMODY BAKE
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24 LONDUN KORo L —
25 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 2 omumm
26 GLASGOW QMY w91 399 87ae

Buy rbine at Livenation.cr.olf
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1 Uve Kilss proventaion s 1rictebton itk Frimary Teianl falwsttant
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! THEORHILUS LONDON + WOLF GANE THIS CGITY + UNICORN KID IACK BEATS AIVA STARR + SBYRNT
. LONETTTEALA LONDON SCALA TONSUNKOKO
’ BRITISH SEA POWER CHAPEL CLUB HOLE
{ THESSPARROMN AHD THE VORKSROP Nt 10 ARy FORY SHAZAM- LTTL isK ¥
s LONETHSEALA STAMFORD WORKS ONDONC N
! LN ‘ e SHEPHER H EMPIRE y
-5 Babyshambles  =5UNSHINE UNDERGROUND DETRUIT SOCIAL CLUB
) LONCTERDKO LONDON KOKO LONDON CARGO
- SIMIANMOBILEDISCO  1g CHAPMAN SELDHIC
- DELICATESSEN FAMILY p
& o 57 o et A " BICYELE THIEVES - BELAKISS ERYPTIAN HIP HOP -,
' LONDON MATTER LONDON BARFLY LONES T EMRGO
L NEW YOUNG
.- PONYCLUB GIRLS TVASATPR WE ARE SCIENTISTS,
iyt CHEWLIPS« YREBIRDS TEETH  FAANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS « SHARKS JRVELIK PLUS GUESTS *‘,’E“"- Q‘,
ANE - ™ OND LONDON HOXTON . .- i
i +0, ACADERY ISLINGTON ERR S ey BAR & KITCHEN * % 3.
The THE MACCABEES -
: E Courgnﬁmeners TWO D00A [‘JNEMA l:l.llB TIIE FUNERAL SUMS  TWO DDOR EIHEMA GI.IIB FMIAMR KINGS .-, . :
= TSI
| *®  MANCHESESERTEY LOUNGE M,BEE%.”F&% A e.%fmmecmw
—
London tickets available from www.nme,com/tickets or 0871 230 1094
www.gigsandtours.com www.ticketmaster.co.uk o
. 24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 260 / 0844 844 0444 =
Includes a 50p charlly donation
L1 A Metropolis sk presentition ’
> > { TUBORG oo O
S hov B2 e
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umy events pressni

ACAUNM T X VENTS FRESEW

™ 05 YORK THE DUCHESS Q844 477 L300
f 06 BARPOW THE NINES 0122 982 1301
) 12 LEVERPOOL O; ACADEMY 0844 477 2000
13 CARDHFF CLWEB IFOR BACH 0202 023 2199
14 SRISTOL Oz ACADEMY2 0844 477 2000
18 GLASQOW O, 4BC2 Q844 477 2000
20 NEWCASTLE Oz ACAREMY 0844 477 2000
26 LONDON
Q2 ACADEMY ISLINGTON 0844 477 2000
27 OXFORD O; ACADEMY2 0844 477 2000

02 SHEFFELL O; ACADEMY2 o844 477 2000
03 SIRMINGHAM

0z ACADEMY2 0844 477 2000
492 LEEDS COCKPIT 0870 204 3933
10 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 3 0181 278 2830
17 EDINBURGH

EONGO CLuB
30 BRIGHTON KOMEDRIA

- U1 SWINDON FURNACE
/ /’1 o ‘

01321 BEB 7804
QB4H 203 8480
01793 534 239

AN/

MYSPACE COM/THESMITHSINDEED

TUESDAY 02 MARCH
BIRMINGHAM O2 ACADEMY3
THURSDAY 11 MARCH
NEWCASTLE C; ACADEMY2

5 IOy

b COUC

| VA
oA

Cl

AL .

Thur 4th Feb

stle 0z A
le 0z ¥

Fri 5th Feb Glaspoy B@ki¥land
Sat 6th Feb Marg @b ONFadeny
Sum 7th Feb LeegyOkA OtImy
Tue 9th Feb Not@ahBvORSEX Clty
Wed 10th Feb Norgioh DERUT

Thurs 11th Feb  Birmingham 0: Academy

Tickets available from

°

STUDEZNTS £2 B4 18.30PM
£4 B4 MIDNIGHT
WITE STUDENT CARD

£.30PH- 4AN FIRST 103 FANE
£5 B4 11PH /Z7AFTER

WILD SHOOTEKS £ ALL NIGET+
OTHER DRIME OFFERS B4 {1PH

WWW.RSKO.UK.COM

E«&@ K@ EVERY FRIDAY

LMYEN T YE£ ¥0KkD FADARAY AVAILAALE 0x [Tubas
L]

BOOR A7 CLUB NME..

PULLED APART
BY HOBSES
THE FEATURES

by ]
BERTIE BLACKMAN
JUNERAL PARTY
ml FESTITAR  CLOD AME
THE KEW WINE
GOLDHAWKS
1 WaS A KING

e

JANUARY

i 29t RISTOL - Floece
o 30t GLASGON - (CA
Gun 31sl GATESHEAD - Soge

FEBRUARY
koo 151 BIRKUNGHAN - ;m & Hounds
2nd FRIGHTON - Audio
‘I:ﬂ %rd (ORDOM - Tafetl Park ?om
Th 4th MANCHESTER beni Insfitite
£ St LVERPOOL - Kectimias
Sat ih RELFAST - Block Bax

Bomba
Bicy
U

Y

cle

b .
BRUMS

Sat 13th Feb CardOUBvEMEy &
Sun 14th Foh BrisOLA Oy a
Mon 15th Feb Brightorl DoORI T A /

Tues 16th Feb Bournemouth 0: Acad

Thur 18th Feb PortspiDhDAWamids Centre

Fri 19th Feb Camyiy: D MK Exchange \

Sat Feb 20th ErixQ@RIAOEmy N

or

www.gigsandtours.com www.hmvtickets.com 24hr c¢ hotline 0871 2200 269.

includes a 50p charnify donation
%
& [Ed hm
WSHOCKWAVES - h \' m

An SIM Concerts presentation in associaton with DF Concerts and Metropolis Music

vl Mgs Gustabsan, Ror ¥

aci. Xur Vandermork & Wolter Wiatbor
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KILINpR) PRESENTS

Mty arrangsment with Primary Taten Imermnati-gal present

bltietone

THE NEW ATHENS TOUR

10 EDINBTREH BONGO Metq959908 25 PRESTON 53 DEGREES  aa71 2980280

11 ABERDEEN MOSHOLY M aemm 26
12 DUNDEE DOGHOTSE B344 499 #1234 CENTRAL STATION G570 444 5656
14 YORK FIBBERS 844477 100 27 MANCHESTER MOHO LIVE 3av. 230 5595
15 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY?2 pasa 477 200 30 GXFORD 0 ACADEMY2 344 77 2000
17 ALBERSHOT MAY

'WEST END CENTRE nizEss ok O] YEOVIL ORANGE BOX 0270 204 3500

{2 CARIFF CLWRB IFDR BACH 292 029 2190
{0z ACADEMYZ sasa4772008 03 ACADEMWY20571 £48 5545

18 SEEFYIELD 02 ACADEMYZ ss49 477 2000

20 LIVERPOOL BIRMINGHAM 0

21 BRISTOL THEELA oav1s10¢44¢ DG BRIGHTON CONCORDE 2 91273873311
18

22 NOTTINGHAM PORTSMITTH
RESCUE ROOMB 0871 3104008 WEDGEWOOD ROOMS 0239 284 951
23 CREWE BaX 5871 2308818 08 LONION HWV FORUM BT £4¢ G656

BUY {INLINE AT WWWEILILIVE.COM | WWWSEETIGKETS.COM + DSUAL DUTLETS
WWWELVETONES.[NFU | WWW.MYSPACE.COM/YHEBLURTONES

peter gabriel

ORCHESTRA
NO DRUMS

NO GUITARS sat 27 mar

sun 28 mar
scratch my back

The e slbum *

wwerilive, com + wwr.seelldels.com

0844 856 0202 097 130 5595
fon V1P ket calt: 020 600 06 / markbeor.c0.

out 14/03/‘0
wwvepetargabelsl com
A Kiimanlaro presentation

H0aniaro, JIM Concarts snd OHP Dy eninge men with Tray present

FRIGHTE

08444 T7 1000
0151 832 1111
01262 330 M0
DET43 100 000
0571 230 5806
0871 230 5695
O8TL 230 5595
0870 2200 260
01603 BEO 352

12 BIRMINGHAM O, ACADEMY2
13 SHEFFIELD LEADMILL 2

14 NORWICH ARTS CENTRE
www.killive.com / www.gigmamdtours.com i1l
Now ningie ‘Nathing Like You' roleased on Fels 22%

New slbum The Winter 01 Mizad Driniw’ relessad on March 1%

For an exclusive downioad offor bary tickets trom: www.crowdsinge. com

May 2010

12 8irmingham Glee Club

T3 Bournemouth Otd Fire Station
15 8righton Concorde

16 Cardiff Mlllenium Muslic Hall
18 Norwich Waterfront

19 London Bloomsbury Ballroom
22 Sheffield Leadmill

23 Manchoster University

25 Llverpool Masque

29 Glasgow &MU

sun 30 Edinburgh Liquld Rooms 0844 4909 990
Mon 31 Leeds Cockpit 0113 245 4650

Yickets. idlive.com = glgeardtours.com = ali-ficksts.coa = Mu«eﬂm
Tickats on sale Par Febru

KMEWMW mma:wwmmmsyo«mc
NEW SINGLE “HCLLYWOOD™ OUT hOW
MYRRQGCE. Com “ndakaandin monds = mar naandihad amonds.com
A KEMOrgows, DHIE BF Conoeriy ond Meiropois Musk: préssniation in Dmooksion wilt Xeoy

the
twoiliecht
sad

‘?I’M

08713 100 060
D844 477) 00Q
01273 673 31
0OB71 230 5595
03603 508 050
0871 230 0010
0114 221 2328
031681 8327111
0844 488 4401

Sal 0844 4999 950

March

Wed 24 London G
0471 230 5595 / seetickers.oom

Thur 25 Manchester Ruby Lounge
0161 832 1111 { seetickets.com

Fi 26 Oxford Jericho

0844 477 100D / soxtickcts.com
Sat 27 Shefficid Harley

D114 275 2288 / setlcicers com
April
Thur 01 Abcrdecn Warehouse

0844 847 2319 { deketweb.onak
Fi 02 Glasgow Oy ABC

0844 477 1000 / tcketweb. co.nk

The album Forget The Night Abead our now
New single The Rooes” released on 29t March
yspace.com/therwilighuwed

A Kiremsjoes presentation by arangement wich 13 Artiss

-t MARCE

6182 111
O D 2424
087)) 190640
L3 245 4650
Omad 477 2000
0644 177 2090
0871 200010
o Zm ™
@3 00223614
TF0 43 a0
B4 B Az
113 913 %000
D64 &7 3000
Olkdd 477 200

Kilivem wre & friswde by prve sy

1+ MANCHESTER RUBY LOUNGE
17 LEFDS O
1* CAMBRIDGE PORTLAND 1S

FORMIDABLE & s
21 (e W0 A% ACADLMY2
21 LONDON
Z SOUTHAMPTON JOINERS

~ : i 27 CARDIFF BARFLY
2 NORTHAMPTON ROADMENDER

L |
THE 'J OY it _FTTINGHAM THE BODEGA
OCEFIT

plas g 2 Renmh ALUDIC

; C
BADDIES EBLEECH /!
£ daret “ ‘v,_‘u: ) R 2 2 BRISTOL START THE BLS

30 SHIFFIELD O3 ACADEMY2

1. NFWCASTLE {5 ACADEMY2
APRIL

o1 WREXIIAM CEN FRAL STATION
0 GLASGOW KING TUTS

01 INVERNESS MADHATTERS

o ABURDEEN SNAFU

oo DUDEE FAT SAMS

01578 W5 70
A 999 90
N1 200 360
0471 200 280
(et 77 100D
Tichets gvallable from: kililiwe com

wrw.seellckets.com. 0871 220 5595 and wsual oullets
www thejoylarmidable.com

werw.nyspace comthejoyiemmmidable

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

o8 A ' y
* 3 | ‘,“Q
- “ r
% ,; - -~
\. - ,‘/ . >
2 "- (,_m |
.
v |
0,
#5 ] :
"

MONDAY 29TH

>
vy B TRUST 5
“. %S
& . - S 10 YEARS OF MUSIC AND COMEDY e

- ATTHE ROYAL ALBERT HALL .

N ASI0C1@ON T . .

Tickets available from
- N www.gigsandtours.com www.teenagecancertrust.org g
’ 24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 260 o
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS PROVIDING SPECIALIST TREATMENT AND SUPPORT FOR TEENAGERS WITH CANCER N .. .
Teenage Cancer Trust is a registered charity: 1082559 (England & Wales), SCO39757 {Scotland) g

For a full list of Shockwaves NME Awards Events and Teenage Cancer Trust shows please visit nme.com/tickets
An SIH Concerts presentation

- DQOWV NOMURA
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: Ltle e rmes -
- THE CHAPMAN FAMILY Ct STRINGS %,
o LITTLE COMETS CHEmeds THE CHAPMAN FAMILY
. o FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS LITTLE COMETS
._,‘ . MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY THE CHAPMAN FAMILY WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY
4w STOCKTON ON TEES TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY LEEDS BRUDENELL
‘2. . . THE GEORGIAN THEATRE YORK FIBBERS SOCIAL CLUB
20 0844 847 2424 0844 847 2424 0844 BAT 2424

we
ter BICYCLE THIEVES e

F:SOUND OF GUNS SHARKS/// SHAPES + TANTRUMS .

\"' ¥ MORNING PARADE THE DEAD FORMATS + GUESTS SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY
-9 FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY SATURDAY 20 FEBRUARY BIRMINGHAM .
'} LIVERPOOL MASQUE CARDIFF BARFLY RAINBOW
, ,. 0844 B47 2424 0844 847 2424 0844 8§47 2424 i 1
ety : L.

Tickets available from or

"-0’

Tickets available from www.barflyclub.com / www.ticketweb.co.uk or 0844 847 2424
* .‘

A Bartly presentation

. e B hnv &5
hmvcom
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NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOUR BAND MENTIONED IN NME? CALL 020 3148 2989

UNTT )
SHIFTER&
A&R wanker

BLA INEFTRUTH

chance to pitch
themselves. If

“Sharp, “The Musical “The EKACN... *Wouid've made
real sharp” equivalent of It's mysterious, Peel proud”
- Ralling Stone Cristiano Ronaldo” danceable and - Uncut
utterly ace”
- Artrocker

can survive Blaine,
they’re ready ¥
for anything...

WHAAASSSUPY -
LETSHAVEVOCAL | Sl
CONVERGENCE AND

SEE IF WE CAN

FAST-TRACK YOU.

Lewis {vocals/

guitar): “'OK, we're

Sodal Tramp and

we're an alternative

punk-prog band with a dash of ska added. So It’s
llke if you mbx Ranchd and Blffy Clyro with Clutch.”

TR LMe

HMM, LET’S WALK IT ROUND YTHE GARDEN. WHAT’S
YOUR COMMERCILAL SATURATION POTENTIAL?
Somr sound Is radio-Triendly, llke ‘Rich GIr¥, which ks
vevy ska-y - 1 like Rancid ska more than Paclo
Nutind, though.”

BUT I'D NUT IN NUTINI FOR HIS BOTTOM-LINE
SALES, WHITEBOARD YOLUR TEAM FOR ME.

“we formed last June through joinmyband.com.
Two of us are from Colchester, one from London,
and our drummer is from Canada. Her druimming
skills are amazing. That’s deflnitely a USP for us.
And yeah, she does like the low-cut tops to get the
guys’ attention.”

GOOD EYE-FUCK BANDWIDTH. BALL PARK ME

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW.

“There's nathing ourt there llke us - we're totally
different. We can have four different styles and
rhythms within one sang.”

New album "The Electric Kool-Aid Cuckoo Nest” available 22nd
February on CD + Digital Download. Featuring the singles "Best of

Me" and "| Understand"
tour dates: -

Jalthouse = Hereford - 17th Feb 93 Feet East - London - 24th Feb
Ciub Strut = Darlington - 15th Feb  The Rainbow - Birmingham - 25th Feb
The Studio - Isle of Wight -20thFeb  Elbow Rooms - Leeds - 26th Feb
Cox's Yard - Stratford - 22nd Feb The Roadhouse - Manchester - 27th Feb
Barfly - Cardiff - 23th Feb Glassic Grand - Glasgow - 28th Feb

SQ IF YOU ACCESSED JOOLS HOLLAND, YOU'D
FIREWORK IT?
“Yeah, definitely.”

COULD YOU FACILITATE HEADLINES BY
DOWNSIZING JOOLS WITH YOUR FIST?
“{ gould smash his head into hls piano keys.”

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/SOTIALTRAMP

p17CH YOUR BAN

you're in an unsigned band and fancy golng
head-to-head with Blaine, emall letfers@ame.
comwith a link to your MySpace page plus

. ‘ mv BOOTLEGS ;.
AJUE gk | e .co Uk RECORDS Myspase.cor/Eiht| eqs

hmvcom

C
—

NRIE SAYS: Manic indie ney-do wells

a comtact emall and phone number and the
subject line “A&R wanker™

WOKOS: WARTIN ROBINSON
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14 MARKETPLACE

LEEDS
COLLEGE
OF MUSIC

RRARARARNAXERERAARARATRRRRERRR
TeMINAT

RRkREARARERRRRRRRERRRBRRRS

Undergraduate & Postgraducts
courses in Popular Music

1%@@&.@ 200 o

- PG Dip/MA Performance
_;(;DlprA (,ompomnon.. YY1 L

where
NS 0113 222 3416
’IIZ]I[WIM' www.lem.acuk

VIWTLAWESOHENERCHANDIBE.COH 13 IARKE 4 NONSE - CARTAAN STHEA]
LEEAS - L&1] 9T - WRITED KINGOON

=
e
| —
B~
IS
b
2

MUSIC GROUP U ’ |T|ONS t
e e " || COMING
SOON

Established management/promotions firm seeks top calibre
artists (both successful and new) for representation. We
have a senior level global contact base at major labels,

radio, TV and media.

Please call or emall for an informal chat and advice. THE UK'S B)QGFQT
p——— T ———— NATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION
9 Wimpole Street London W1G 9SR FOR BANDS AND ACTS

Tel 0207 291 1050
Email redzonegroup@yahoo.co uk

www.LiveandUnsigned.UK.com
Live and Ursigned festivol comimg thiz summer{
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| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...

GOOD SHOES

James Lawson, 21, Leicester: “Good
Shoes are amazing live without using
much distortion. How can my band
achieve such a powerful sound?”

THE SOUND

“wWe all Nsten to different stuff, Steve
[Leach, guitarist] is inta Queen and
Bowie, but we stay away from being
100 heavily mfluenced,” explains
frontman Rhys Jones. “When we're
writing, it’s usually ied by me and
Steve. | play rhythm guitar, Steve’s the
one playing the really complicated
stuff, M¢ uses the tane and pick-up
positions on his gultar to vary his
sound rather than pedals.”

THE GEAR

Rhys’ favoured guitar is a Fender
Tekecaster Custom. The crlsp, clean
backing that the Tele pravides
complements the vicher sound of
Steve's Duesenberg Starplayer
Special. Both use Fender DeVille amps
bought using student boans. “They've
essentlal ta us,” DeVilles are pricey,
but there are cheaper alternatives.
Rhys recommends the Fender Blues
Junior: “They just have volume and
tone but they have a pood feel.”

INTHESTUDIO

“0r the new album we also

had a Gibson 235 and 2’605

Fender Coronado, There was

na formula, we tried

the pultars

with varfous

amps and

experimented

with set-ups.”

When hedoes

want fuzz, Rhys

uses Yisual

Sounds’ Jekyll & Hyde \ g
pedal: “It gets a great )
distortlon and It's perfect

for beefing-up your soond.”

The album was self-produced and
recorded with an engineer in his home
studio, “1t’s cheaper and it doesn’t
spund much different to a blg studio.™

NEXT WEEK:
The Big Pink

words by RIK Ftyan from...

ON THE STAGE

Don't make your life difficult
attempting too much at once. *““Under
Control’ ks really intricate, so ttry not
ta play guitar too much when 1 sing,”
says Rhys.

THE TECHNIQUE

“we use normal tuning and the only
pedals we have live are tuners. We just
play louder If we need tol” Choase
equipment that complements your
style and play to your strengths.

BEST TRICK
“It*s better not to think about other
bands too much or you'll sound
contrived,” states Rhys. And try
to utilise the skills of your band.
“We might have piano on the
next alhum. Steve’s classicaity
trained, so we'll put his takent

BAND SERVICES

B OUNTIES
S OHydroponics

Grow what you want, when wand.

Don't buy it. Grow.
www.3C

—— e ——

LEADING

%08 941 VOCAL h

COACH

To the famous

' s pUnk2oper.cum
Tel: D20 RYSH 9323
B i

To advertise

here phone

Neil on
0203 148
2989

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

H.co.uk «Tel: 01923 77-52-68

Mifl Rill dusic Complex
(208 905 9991

+ many mmeugrk!mée
Sknag availadk - cpiards 0
SHippog tootimes
Fres Suinge, Drumeicks, At Onoka
of Pringhs s New yrinas
|Creck wakerts fur 1uR detatia <A affer)
10 #ienstea from | 25
Bt miadk frore Met WOl Bargy
T from:

i, 28 mina try Train from

BAYIGaTACKMAN

HIGH END AUDIC
MASTERING

n g A
14 ane vy

LOYY RUN CDIDVD
DUPLICATION
1 e

R
LR

Stodle Spres Augl adie o Naat

BonaFideStudio

recarding and rehsarsat studia
London EC2: open 247

Aecorting from £ el epneer
Rahparsals 101 $5 W Ing! Visne
Sl DAl & 00 il

020 TE44 5350 00 €20 7634 5351


http://magazinesdownload.com/

PICK OF THE WEEK

THE MACCABEES -3 M § BTt SEA POWER.

WHERE: NEWCASTLE O2 ACADEMY (THURS), GLASGOW " i

BARROWLAND (FRI), MANCHESTER ACADEMY (SAT), B | DR SCALA (T oo END CNTRE (MON),
LFEDS 02 ACADE*AY (SUN), NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY (TUES) | et N
Brighton quintet The Maccabees kick-start the Shockwaves NME P . abrief tour of the UK. With support from These New
Awards Tour in Newcastle. With support frorm The Big Pink, Borthay , | Benicars, Sorfer Elood artd Sparvews And The Werkstiop
Blcycle Club and The Drums you'd be wise to get there early, i . far their Shockwaves NME Awards Show in London,

- . thisTs one of the hottest tickets In town.

NME.COM/artists/british-sea-power
EVERYONE’S TALKING
ABOUT _

[ RADAR STARS |
HEY COLOSSUS |

HADOUKEN!

WHERE: LONDON

WHERE: LONDON CATCH (FRI) )
With new album ‘Hey Colossus And The Van Halen Time i f{c:?ulbaow =
Capsule’ set to drop on noise goblins [abek favourite ' , * BARFLY {FRD
Rigt Season, the London outfit play alomlde fellow " Techno-bleep-obsessed
ear-bleeders i p— ‘ _: punkpop rascaks
|}leths?;‘latnr : : S a4 Hadouken' hit the road
[ S nsd i | PICK OF CLUB NME Lfellogine cie cclex
£ bitof shouting | LITTLECOMETS e i
§ then this is the ‘ WHERE: NOTTINGHAM PULSE BAR (FRI) . comes from This
; &8 for you. b | Marking the launch of Club NME Nottingham are * cityand Unicom Kid.
3 NME.COM/ t Newgcastle four-plece Little Comets. Suppart i NME.COM/artists/
¥ artists/ coimes from Yhe Iavasion OF... and Frontiers, . hadouben
% hey-colossus } NME.COM/artists/little-comets H

The Maccabees are playing Newcastle and Leeds O, Academies. O, customers get Priority

Tickets to Newcastle and Leeds O, Academies up to 48 hours before general release.
When Priarity Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply. Just register at 02priority.co.uk

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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FEBRUARY 3

NME Radio gets a new schedule: hear Sarah
Kerr from 7-11am, lain Baker from 11-3pm

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

'FEBRUARY 4

American indie rod six-piece White Rabbits

join NME Radio’s Jon Hillcock for a session

NME

and Jon Hillcock from 3-Zpim (Mon-Fri) and interview, from 4pm R A L
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Mazareth 02 Acadery 2
0870 771 2000 WA
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Black Danlel/Tha Helmhaltz
Resgnators/Qno Palindromes/

Yr Ods Buffalo Bar 020 7359 &191
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS SHOW:
British Sea Powey/These New
Puritans/Surfer Blood/
Sparrow And The Warkshop

Seaka 207833 2022

The Committed/«iRa Manjaro
Dublin Castie 020 74851773

Davy Knowles 100 Club

D20 7626 0933

Dayna Kurtz Skaughtered Lamh
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Deathwray Trebwchay/The Invasion
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Hot Thub De Parts The Lenngton
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Khaos Alberto Underbelly
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The Kissaway Trall/Lawrence
Arahla Rarfly D870 %07 0999 +44

Vampire Weekend,
02 Academy, Leeds

NME.COM/artists/four-tet

LOCAL NATIVES

Former NME Radar Tour stars Local Natives head back to
the UK from their LA base following the release of debut
albun ‘Gnn‘lla Hannr' NME, COM/amsrsﬂocal natives

BLACK REBEL
MOTORCYCLE CLUB

The us trio preview new alhum ‘Beat 'me Devil's Tattao'.
NME.COM/amsts/black -rebel-motorcycle-club

LCD SOUNDSYSTEM

James Murphy brings his Soundsystem tothe UK to
suppoit the refease of his as-yet-untitled third album.
NME, COMkmsts/kd—soundsvstem

'I'RANS AM

Having not releaﬁed anew album since 2007's ‘Sex :
Change’ the American post-rockers showcase new tracks :
at a handful of dates. NME.COM/artists/trans-am

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02 co.uk/priority
When Frooty 1ckets are =, theyre gone Termns apply.

O,
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: MAFIAN ECI(I.ACE
Made in Thailand out of shiny,
shiny brass, this Victoriana dress-
¢ updollnecklace has managed to

STUFF WE LOVE Edited by eonie C ! find itself on the shopp ng list of

QCHORD
NME has spotted both
i Klaxons and Liars cradling

i akitschy QChord recently, hut what
1 the heckisit? An updated version of
¢ thecult '80s Omnichord, much beloved of
Karen O, Grizzly Bear and Kasablan, Suzuki's QChord
i isadigital autoharp that even the most musically

:  iliterate of foli can bash out a tune on, thanks to its easy-
i to-use chord buttons and sexy strumplate. i
i www.suzukieorope.com :

DEADMAUS
SPEAKER
THINGIE
Yes, 'Thingie' is the
technical term for this
diminutive speaker in the
shape of the ludicrous mouse
head putfit Canadian producer
Joel Zimmerman wears when he’s
performing five as Deadmaus.
Charged via a USB cable from your
computer, this soundbox packs
a pretty decent punch considering
it's not much higger than the
size of a shot glass. A shot glass
with comedy mouse ears, that Is.
Deadmaus.com

DNuLlNF. STORE
JAMIE T PLAYING
CARDS

jt ain't just Kings & Queens in
Lhis tasty pack of Jamie T cards
but Jokers and Jacks tco. Let’s
just imagine Wimbledon’s finest
sits down beore each show and
enjoys a game of snap with his

: hacking band The Pacemakers.
NME.com/srore

TERRY NILL
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former NME Cool List topper Alice :
Glass. Eye-catching odd and justa  :
teeny bit disturbing - much like the
Crystal Castles frontwoman herse f
- itmight come from the MAFIA H
jewellery line, but you shouldn't :
need to worry about waking up with
ahorse's head in your hed if you

wear one. Supersweet.org

-*‘{ IT MIGH'I' GET

; up DvD

H Three guitar gods in your living

reom? Hel yeah! With ff Might

Get Loud 1t can happen, 2s

filmmaker Davis Guggenhgtm

rallies up Jimmy Page, Jack

White and The Edge fora

. riff-heavy rock star summit

i explorngtheir relationships with
electrc guitars, Amazeon.co.uk
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Win signed rock
stamps stuff!
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Actimg Daputy Editor Hamish MacBaln et G894)
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Plcture Besearcher Madeleine Uacrae fext S888) institutions, but with

thedr recent collection of

Classic Album Covers
stamps, they e certainly trying. A set of
10 stamps, feamrmg everylhmg from
‘London Calling’ to ‘Parklife’, have made
sending letters that httle bit more hip.

Thank: to Royal Mail, we've gote

signed copy of ‘Sereamadelica’, a signed
vinyl enpy of ‘Poswer, Corruption And
Lieg’ and an extremely limited-edition
First Day Cover signed by Led Zep’s
Jimmy Page to give away, as well as
blovm up copies of each of the Primal
Scream, New Order and Led Zeppelin
stamps. To be in with a echance of
winning correctly answer this question:
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The ex-Stone Roses
man is down with
taxidermy and full-
body skin suits

ello, Mani. | understand
you're calling today from the
British Music Experlence
exhibition at London's 02,
“(Improbably chirpy) How
are you, my friend?! You OK, yealy? Well
do you know what, it’s amazing here, 'm
flabbergasted at how good it is!”

This must be a relief consldering
you've agreed to do a pressinterview
onits hehalf.

“It's no problem, mate! I'm really
impressed with it, it's great ”

Paint NME veaders a picture of what it’s
like inside.

“y7ell, it’s got the most amazing array of
outfits, guitars and paraphernalia from
every era of British music. ['ve just been
having & look at Bovrie's ‘Ashes To
Ashes’ gear, Hendriy's stuff, Mick
Jagger, The Who... amazing. Absolutely
brilliant. What struck me was how emall
all these icans of rockn’roll are. They're
tiny, but with ¢igantic, monolithic, er...”

Penises?
“Talents! Within thet small frame. Small
geezers got to try harder
mate! That’s what 1t {s”

How tall are you?

“T'd prabably fit rightinta
that ‘small geezers haying to
try harder' bracket. I'm five
foot six or something!”

This means that at least

when yau're shopping for tralners you
can get the better designs, asit Is an
estahlished fact that wotnen’s trainers
are better than men's. This is not

a barrier for little people like you.
“That’s it, if you're compact and bijou,
you've got 4 lot mere acope, yeah?

As part of your visit today you delivered
some memorabilia to the exhibition.
Wwhat old tat didt you get rid of?

“I've found some stuff from the Roses
days behind the bloedy couch, and the
full paint-splashed suit from that iconie
Kevin Cummins photo. Well, that was
in a carrier bag in what I call the Black
Hole Of Caleutia — which is the
cupboard under my stairs. I dug them
out and went, ‘Fuck me!’, because [ didn't
kmow they were there. It’s saferina
mugeurn rather than some smackhead
burg ing my house and stealing it,

you know?”

66‘“‘ 5 Fabrusry 2010

“WHEN I'M GONE, YOU
CAN STUFF ME OR TURN
ME INTO DOG FOOD.

I DON’T GIVE A SHIT

If the exhibition people said, “The thing s
Mani, we're very grateful for yaur old
clothes etc burt the space we really want
to be moving nto Is taxidermised rack
personalities’, would you donate your
body to the exhibitlon so they could stuff
and mownt you at a kater date?

“I'd say ‘absolutely, mate’ No problem!
I'd rather that than be slammed 1n the
ground and be worm foad!”

If they sald, ‘Instead of stuffing you, we
make your skin into an all-over bodysuit
for a small person to wear around the
exhibition, timing it Into a cross
hetween Disneyland and The Sifence Of
The Lambs’, what would you say?

“Now that would be interesting,
wouldn't #? Do you know what, when
I've shuffled off, mate, vou can do what
youwant with me! I don't give a shit!”

It would certainly be a taiking point.
“Turn me mto dog food for all 1 care!”

Did you want to donate your stuff ta the
exhibitlon or was someone just nagging
you to tidy up at home?

“I'm often getting collared for being a
hoards:r of complete erap. [ was forced to
bin loads of old magazines... all the old
documents from the Stone Roges’ eourt
case [ hed & skip full of rubbesh!”

You held onto them for 20 years?
“I find it hard to let things go, but there's
a point 1n time where you've just got to.

Does belng part of ‘rock history’ make
you feek I'ke an old git?

“It makes me feel great to be alive! If
anything I feel energised' Ifeel 14 again!
It lets me knenw that I've managed teda
one thing right in my life, at least”

What was the one thing?
“Joining & band and hopefully doing my
bit ta change British music!”

Are you stlil changing the face of British
music or is your creativity in the past?
“We're more relased. Now it’s not so
mueh on dictating messages to peaple,
it’s just about having a goad time."”

Do you think youl ever do anything
creative again?

“Omne never knows what's around the
corner, you know? 1 might get hitby
a bus this afternoont”

I'd rather people didn't say these things
because one day, in-between the
Interview happening and it appearing in
print, some hapless rack buffaon will
actually get hit by a bus, then everyone
will say t am ‘isensitive’ even though it's
entirely the fault of a careless pop star.
“But you just don’t know, do you? It
could happen tomorrowt”

MANI!

“Anything could happen! [ could wake
up tomorrow and write ‘Bohemian
Rhapsaody’ and change the face of musie.
Anything can happen in this life, you
Just have to keep an open mind and an
open heart and see what happens.”

ITEIIS WE'D
LIKE FOR Oé!NR
VSROCK P
EXPERIENCE

APEN ONCEHELD BY JAMES FROM
HADOUKEN!

Legen has it that this writing
Implement was once used to write
some of the lyrics to a song that didn’t

make it anta the flrst Hadauken?
album. we'll pay: £2.50

APEN ONCEHELD BEY MIADDNNA
According to the certificate of
authentidty, this pen would have been
used to write one of Madonna's
terrible children's hooks and perhaps
toanote for the cleaner along the
Iines of, “Somy, blocked tailet, suggest

yau Use coat hanger*. We'll pay: £40

APEN ONCEHELD BY NATHAN
FOLLOWHL

Rock felklore suggests that this pen
may {or may not) have been used to
absentmindedly draw a random shape
during a phene call. We'll pay: 7p

APEN ONCEHELD BY BONO

Used to write an unsollcited, pampous
and self-regarding 12-page letter to
aworld leader such as Barack Obama.
we’ll pay: £2-£3

APENCE ONCE HELD BY OWL CITY
Owi City refuses to use pens. “They're
the work of the Devil,” notes the
wishy-washy pop Junatic. We’ll pay: on
account of non-pen status we expect
this item to be gifted to the Peter
Rohinson Versus Rock Pen Experience.
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{ “I~want to-

_be a'big ro ckstar.
If you get onstagq 'with'a guitar,

yQurTe Nnot ami f(to be
a glcklngémll man,

are you'?”
PLUS

M‘iv e
MARINA & THE DIAMONDS | FIELD MUSIC | LIGHTSPEED CHAMPION | ELLIE GOULDING
MIDLAKE | LOCAL NATIVES | DINOSAUR JR { LONELADY | PIN ME DOWN { BAND OF SKULLS
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