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Liars, Liars pants 
on fire (l*r): Julian, 
Angus, Aaron 
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You are now ente 
Haunted by the violent reality of LA, Liars invented a place where they could retreat, 
create and be safe. It’s also the name of their fifth album. John Doran paid a visit 

H
ollywood loves a happy ending: when 
Terry Gilliam’s dystopian masterpiece 
Brazil was released in 1985, the climax 
saw the hero get the girl and escape 
from his torturers to the countryside. 
They live happily ever after. The End. 

Elsewhere in the world, however, audiences were 
treated to an entirely different film. The crucial final 
scene reveals that the protagonist has not escaped at 
all but has been tortured until his mind snaps, leaving 
him a drooling wreck of a man. The message is clear: 
the only real escape from the horrors of modern life is 
into the imagination, into insanity. 
Angus Andrew, frontman with dark arbrock pioneers 

Liars, concurs: “It’s hard to deal with. The only real 
escape is to pull the bed sheets over your head and 
then you can pretend that you’re not you.” 
He should know. After all, his band’s new record was 

born out of an extreme desire to escape from the 
violent realities of murder, homelessness and drug 
addiction. A conceptual retreat against the disfiguring 

B and dehumanising effects of inner-city life. A place the 
f band are calling Sisterworld. 
g If you want to know what your country will be like in 
* IO years’ time, look to America. But if you want to know 
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how bad your city could get, then look to Los Angeles. 
With drug addiction, gun crime and poverty spiraling 
out of control. The City Of Angels is proof that the 
idealism of late capitalism - the pursuit of money at all 
costs - will lead directly to more suffering, atrocity and 
death in the 21st century than any of the foul political 
schemes such as fascism and Stalinist communism 
delivered in the last At least, this is what Angus 
Andrew would have you believe. 
“This is the word on the street,” insists the singer, 
sounding like the man carrying the sandwich board 
pronouncing The End Is Nigh’. Something comes over 
him when he talks about California’s largest city and 
the inspiration behind his group's amazing fifth album. 
He stops being an affable and goofy Aussie surfer dude 
and morphs into a messianic prophet His hands freeze 
into claws that clench in front of his face, he starts 
shaking uncontrollably and his eyes roll up into his 
skull as he intones: “To me LA feels like it is close to the 
apocalypse.” His voice, which is pretty loud anyway, 
starts booming: "It is the exemplifier of the complete 
abandonment of... anything apart from the pursuit of 
money. You are told that how to be happy is to have 
money, the ability to buy something. Are you unhappy? 
Then buy an iPhone and play this video of dancing 

people and it’s going to make everything awesome.” 
He fixes us with a baleful stare. “Justawesome” 

It’s been a whole decade since Liars released their debut They Threw Us All In A Trench And Stuck A 
Monument On Top’ which, although great, saw them 

lumped in with other US post-punk revivalists such 
as Interpol and The Rapture. But, as the name of the 
album suggested, they were aware of the limitations 
of being part of a scene. The line-up solidified around 
Andrew on vocals and guitars, multi-instrumentalist 
Aaron Hemphill and drummer Julian Gross and 
developed a unique, darkly tribal and narcotic sound 
drawing from sources as disparate as Bauhaus, 
Butthole Surfers, ESG and Throbbing Gristle - a sound 
that has gone on to influence such outsider groups as 
These New Puritans and HEALTH. The key to their 
success was isolation. Their albums since have been 
recorded in a shed in the woods of New Jersey and in 
a former Stasi (and now disused) radio station in Berlin 
where language difficulties put them in an isolating 
"bubble”. Recently, however, they decided a change 
was needed. Andrew says: “We’d done two records 
in Berlin and it was a tacit agreement that I should do 
a record in LA. These two guys are from there and we’d 
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¡ring Sísterworld 
done a lot of moving around and it felt OK to go to 
a nurturing environment where we had more of a sense 
of community." 
Initially, the plan worked. Andrew explains: “I got 

this little flat in La Brea just above a marijuana 
dispensary so everything I needed was right there...” 
His new surroundings were a rush of inspiration, 

freeing him from his self-imposed exile in Berlin: “If 
you walk around, the area really opens up to you. If you 
just stand on the street for a while it becomes vastly 
interesting. There are streams of homeless people and 
a lot of action in terms of crime." 
It wasn’t long, however, before he realised that 
moving into a flat directly above a massive ganja 
depository in a rough area was perhaps not the best of 
ideas when his neighbour got gunned down in cold 
blood (inspiring the album’s centrepiece, ‘Scarecrows 
On A Killer Slant*): “The bodyguard working in the 
weed dispensary got shot. He ended up sprawled out, 
bleeding on the sidewalk right in front of my place. 
The paramedics came and cut his clothes off and he 
was naked and dying and bleeding. A final indignity." 
He is quick to point out his own guilt as a voyeur. 

“There was a crowd looking at him and I guess my 
reaction was telling because it wasn’t one of Tuck me!’ 
It wasn’t one of solemnity. It was a feeling of 
excitement, of, ‘Wow, I’m glad I’m here right now.’" 
The other two members, who are native Los 

Angelinos, have a slightly different take on the city’s 
endemic violence than their Sydney-born mate. 
Gross explains: “Seeing someone bleeding to death is 
never good but your reaction can become strange or 
scary. You ask yourself, ‘Why am I not crying?’ The 
first time I saw violent death I was still at school I was 
in class and saw my first drive-by. A bunch of guys 
pulled up by the window and started shooting at three 
people in the street outside. Then they drove off. 
People were screaming, hitting the floor.” 
Hemphill adds a litany of horrific things he has seen 

before concluding: “There was a murder near where 
I lived recently, the stabbing of a pregnant woman 
with twins. So I know, not including people that I know 
personally, when it happens my immediate reaction is 
intellectual. My initial response is to work out what the 
cause was. And this overlooks the cost of human life 
and prevents any kind of empathy " 

A few weeks into the creation of ‘Sisterworld’, this sick air had already started to seep into the 
process when another surreal incident caused 

the singer to abandon his flat and run for the hills. He 
explains: “I thought my flat was secure - my sanctum 
with doors that were double-bolted. But one night I was 
in my space working on my stuff in my underwear and 
a sledgehammer came through the wall.” 
Two gang members had misjudged which floor the 

dope dispensary was on and had smashed their way 
into the singer’s flat by mistake. Luckily the bizarre 
sight of a wild-haired Australian in boxer shorts 
screaming at them freaked them out and they ran off. 
Gross takes up the story: "It was like some 

Poltergeist/Scanners/Predator 2 shit where you’re 
there on the third floor and then someone just 
materialises through your wall. A concrete wall.” 
They describe their new album as being a “notional 
space" allowing the band to escape from the 
aforementioned horrors. It’s their own zone, far away 
from the destructive nature of modern society. And 
while the band are keen to state that they don’t have 
a clear idea of what Sisterworld is or what it looks like 
- preferring to leave it as a framework where the 
listener can “hang their own ideas” - the concept has 
themes that run central to the plots of Brazil or 
Bladerunner or the George Orwell novel 1984. Where 
in such nightmarish visions one comes to the bleak 
conclusion that the only escape from the horror of 
industrialised society is, well, as we said previously... 
into imagination or insanity. 
“We're interested in the alternate spaces people create 

in order to maintain identity in a city like LA," the band 
have stated. “Environments where outcasts and loners 
celebrate a skewered relationship to society.” 
Look at your country and you might want to pay 

Sisterworld a visit toa As we said, you've got 10 years. 
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BEACHHOUSE 

I
 guess that as we’ve got older, we've 
started to store a lot of rage and 
desire away.” Victoria Legrand, 
Beach House’s trembling singer, is 
trying to pinpoint the moment her 
band transformed from yeah-if-

you’re¿nto-that-sort-of-thing indie 
whatevers to the-band-who’ve-just-
made-a-g/iO-in-NME-scoring new 
album. “As we were touring the last 
album we were just wishing the songs 
were more... alive. We started to notice 
places where the music could have 
broken through.” 
It’s a distillation of that rage (and 

desire, sex and a tender version of first 
love) that’s gone into creating Teen 
Dream’, a stargazing spectacular that’s 
perhaps the first truly great album of the 
2010s. Yet it’s not just a great third 
album - it’s a regeneration - one from 
aband you could appreciate into one 
we’ve all fallen in love with. 
Since Beach House came together in 
2004 the world has been introduced to 
scores of US bands mining a similar 
musical space: lo-fi daydream-pop. 
We’re talking the likes of Washed Out, 
Real Estate, Best Coast et al. This trend 
came to a head last year when it seemed 
as if every week another woozy guitar 
band had hoisted themselves out from 
a stoned torpor only to plonk back down 
on top of every blog in the universe. But 
after a while, all the bands in this 
exciting new scene began to sound 
exactly the same. The genre began to 
overshadow the people making the 
music, and Beach House faded into the 
distorted daze. 
That’s all changed with the release of 
Teen E>ream’, an album that embodies 
the sun-kissed lo-fi aesthetic of Beach 
House’s contemporaries, but repeatedly 
soars beyond it. And we’re not the only 
ones who think so: MGMT, The Strokes 
and Grizzly Bear, who the pair support 
in March, have all been dishing out 
plaudits. Their new-found affection 
means they’re off to play Late Night 
With Jimmy Fallon, the late-night chat 
show with a track-record of bringing 
alternative music to America. After that, 
it’s a 70-day slog round Europe, taking 
Teen Dream’ out to the people who*ve 
fallen for its fuzzy charms. 
When we speak it’s Beach House’s last 
day in their hometown of Baltimore. A 
busy packing schedule means that we 
have to interview them individually 
- Alex Scally: in their giant practice 
space where they wrote the record. 
Victoria: down the road in her 
apartment, where she’s trying to 
squeeze her life into a suitcase. 
The separation doesn’t suit them. For 

the past five years these two have spent 
most of their waking moments together. 
Now that they’re apart briefly, the main 
topic of conversation is each other. 
"When we first started playing 

together, the chemistry was wild. Since 
then, our ability to be with each other 
has just become more intense,” coos 
Alex. His enamour is matched by 
Victoria’s admiration: “Me and Alex are 
on a journey together, like two kindred 
creative souls. I’m lucky that I met him.” 

LEADERS 
PÃcK 
In a world awash with dream-poppers, 
Baltimore duo Beach House stand out 
from the crowd, argues Sam Wolfson 

Oh, get a room. Beach House would 
have us believe that there’s nothing 
more than a shared love of fuzzed-out 
soundscapes between them. Hmm... 
“Life is really bizarre and people meet 

for different reasons. That’s just not in 
the stars for us, we’re just a musical 
coupling,” claims Victoria. 
You’ve never even shared a smooch? 
“Oh, well, yeah, like when you’re drunk 
and you're both like, ‘Oooh, I love you,* 
of course you peck each other. But 
there’s not been any, you know, 
sloppiness...” Victoria trails off into 
teenage giggles. “I hate these 
questions,” she sighs. 

However much Beach House are/aren’t 
hooked on each other, it ain’t close to 
how much we’re hooked on them. Teen 
Dream’ doesn’t just go for your brain or 
your heart, it swishes through your 
bloodstream until your arteries are 
bulging with Alex’s gently-fingered 
guitar and every nerve tingling with 
Victoria’s seductive vocals. It diffuses 
through your speakers until your 
bedroom is thick with clouds of sticky 
desire. But what is it that sets Vic and 
Alex apart from other bands on a 
similarly woozy path? Let’s start with 
sex appeal. Victoria reckons this is 
a record for bonking to. 

“I think people should just get laid to it. 
I hope they can feel that in the music.” 
(She doesn’t practise what she preaches, 
though: “I will put my hand on The Bible: 
I have never had sex to my own music. 
That is so fucking narcissistic.’1) 
Secondly, they live in Baltimore, home 

to the world’s most exciting music scene 
in recent times. The low rent in the city 
makes it perfect for musicians, artists 
and those folks who’d just rather party 
than get a job. Not needing a fortune to 
put a roof over your head also entails 
a lax attitude to making it big. "For 
London or New York bands, their first 
record is their most important one. They 
have to prove themselves to everybody 
right off the bat,” says Alex. “We've been 
at it for a really long time and have never 
felt any pressure." 
Having the time to develop as a band 

has given Beach House a buffer between 
emotion and music. Younger bands with 
big record contracts find themselves 
falling in love for the first time one 
evening and being forced to put it into 
words and chord sequences the next 
day. Sometimes that unprocessed 
rawness can be magical. More often it’s 
self-indulgent and looked on with 
embarrassment a few years on. 
Victoria: T was such a grungey 

teenager: big pants, chain wallet, violet 
eye-liner. I loved Hole and babydoll 
dresses. I wasn’t a loner, but I wasn't 
a quarterback either. Alex and I share 
that, we were in that middle zone. That’s 
where all the interesting stuff happens, 
your first cigarette, your first weird kiss. 
You’ll never have that again.” 
Of course the “middle zone” is full of 

other firsts too. First rejection, the first 
time you fail at school, the first time you 
lose all sense of self-assurance. But 
Beach House aren’t troubled by those 
details, they’ve grown out of them. 
Rather, they’ve remoulded adolescence 
to expunge these cruelties. Then, with 
the good bits they have left over, they 
colour them with mature, nuanced 
emotion. Your first weird kiss was 
probably drunken, sloppy and shared 
with an arsehole. But by the time Beach 
House have finished with it, it’s 
smothered in romantic subtext and 
sweeping organ lines. 
Theirs is an idyllic version of teen years 

that sounds spectacular. Other bands 
make glib observations about the 
adolescence you were stuck with. In 
Beach House’s gentle harmonies, golden 
brown piano lines and dozy pace lies the 
adolescence you ■wanted. “It’s a 
re-editing of teenage emotion for 
mature minds," as Alex puts it. 
It’s an outlook that makes this one of 

the most optimistic bands we’ve ever 
come across. By their third album most 
bands would balk at two months playing 
Europe’s club venues, but Beach House 
“can’t wait”. It’s a chance for revelry and 
a further procrastination from ever 
having to grow up. Never spending two 
days in the same town, getting paid to r 
party every night; Beach House getting 2 
a chance to re-live it the way they 5 
wanted, every day of their lives. Oh boy, 2 
those teenage dreams are hard to beat. 2 
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Phoenix (l-r): Thomas, 
Laurent (Branco), 
Christian and Deck 

HI 
They paved the way for 

I^IGMT, Passion Pit and The 
Drums but never got their 

' dues. Now Sam Richards 
1 meets Phoenix, the band 
who fashion caught up with 

10 years after their debut 

•7 

I 
1 
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A
s Public Enemy very 
nearly said, don't 
believe The Hype 
Machine. Increasingly, 
however, the all-seeing 
music blog aggregator 

has proved hard to ignore. Last month, 
The Hype Machine revealed its 
rundown of the most-blogged-about 
artists of 2009; its Number One -
French indie-pop perennials Phoenix -
was a pleasant surprise. 
Unlike most acts on the chart, Phoenix 

weren’t a hot new band, nor a cult 
concern like Animal Collective, surfing 
from underground to overground on 
a wave of blog goodwill Phoenix have 
been on a major label for a decade and 
didn’t even do anything particularly 
webolutionary, à la Radiohead or Little 
Boots, to incite such blog hysteria. They 
simply wrote a terrific pop song- ‘1901’ 
- and gave it away for free. 
Thanks to the resulting reverberations, 

last year’s ‘Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’ 
has outsold all of Phoenix’s previous 
albums put together, they've been 
nominated for a Grammy in the formerly 
hostile territory of the USA, and found 
themselves clasped to British indie 
bosoms as a kind of surrogate French 
Strokes, their sleek, bittersweet songs 
soundtracking the eternal romantic 
teen movie in our heads. 
Until recently, Phoenix’s trademark 

blend of classic indie introspection, 
blue-eyed soul, '70s AOR and fizzing 
'80s pop was largely derided for being 
either too naff or too self-consciously 
cool. But suddenly, alongside a new 

http://magazinesdownload.com/


Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

generation of bands for whom cheap 
synths and sunshine hold no particular 
stigma - MGMT, Ladyhawke, Passion 
Pit, The Drums, Vampire Weekend, 
Empire Of The Sun, Delorean, Memory 
Tapes and on and on - Phoenix have 
found themselves hailed as pioneers 
of the new indie optimism. 
Guitarist Laurent ‘Branco’ Brancowitz 

ponders his good fortune. “We tried to 
keep to a direction and, after a while, by 
coincidence, it was the direction of the 
wind,” he says, with more humble 
eloquence than we could ever muster. 
“The world finally aligned with us!” 
When Phoenix first appeared in 2000 

with Too Young’, essentially an 
audacious power-pop reworking of Don 
Henley’s The Boys Of Summer’, 
wizened old rock hacks recoiled in 
horror. Seemingly the only way they 
could process Phoenix’s penchant for 
nostalgic soft-rock pastels was to accuse 
them of waging an ironic plot against 
‘proper’ music on behalf of Shoreditch 
twats in trucker caps. It was a response 
that always baffled the band themselves. 
“Maybe for people who were raised 

with The Smiths on one side and Kylie 
Minogue on the other, it was harder to 
understand,” muses Branco. “When we 
were growing up in France we were 
influenced as much by Prince or Kenny 
Rogers as we were by The Velvet 
Underground because we didn’t really 
know what was supposed to be cool” 
The band admit that a reluctance to 

explain themselves meant the 
accusations of artificiality stuck until 
a new generation of music writers came 
along. “Now that there are younger 
people in the media, there’s nothing to 
explain - they get it instinctively,” says 
Branco, relieved. 
It's difficult to see now how Phoenix 

could have ever been misconstrued as 
arch hipsters when their innocence is so 
genuine. They grew up in the “cultural 
desert” of Versailles, a staunchly 
conservative city suffocated by its 
historic past. “It’s not very far from 
Paris, but it's very far psychologically,’’ 
explains Branco. Tt was easy to be an 
outsider there: you just wore sneakers.” 
Simply being into music was an act of 

rebellion; it didn’t matter which genre, 

(FINALLY) 
so the four inseparable friends 
voraciously consumed everything in 
their parents’ rock and jazz collections 
along with whatever was on the radio, 
and coveted their imported copies of 
NME and Melody Maker. 
“We did have a connection with the 

rest of the world but there was a 
distortion, which helped us to become 
who we are. When music comes from far 
away it’s blurry and more beautiful My 
Bloody Valentine and The Stone Roses 
were important bands for us, but we 
could not decipher the lyrics so we 
imagined our own meaning. That’s why 

something for us. We liked how we 
evolved so much that we decided we 
should stick to that principle. We 
realised how precious the thing is and 
how we have to protect it.” 
Branco talks about being influenced by 

the “illusion of purity” of bands from the 
past, whose magic spell can’t be broken 
by discovering what the singer eats for 
breakfast. “You have to say ‘no’ to a lot 
of things," says Thomas, who 
acknowledges that he risks Phoenix 
coming across as awkward, or just plain 
dull. “But if you want to protect this idea, 
you can’t be the nice guy.” 

“WE WERE INFLUENCED AS 
MUCH BY PRINCE OR KENNY 
ROGERS AS WE WERE BY THE 
VELVET UNDERGROUND7’ 
LAURENT BRANCOWITZ 

we leave space in our songs for listeners 
to project their own interpretation. We 
know that they can create a beauty that 
the creator didn’t expect.” 
So despite lots of earnest hypotheses 

floating around the net, any attempt to 
pin more than a vague essence of 
meaning on Phoenix favourites such as 
‘Lisztomania’ and ‘1901’ is doomed to 
failure - especially since singer Thomas 
Mars reveals that the majority of his 
lyric-writing effort is spent “deleting the 
inbetweens". Squint hard and you can 
probably make out that most of 
Phoenix’s songs are about love affairs 
- in 'Rome’, a relationship fades in the 
shadow of the Colosseum, while in 
‘Armistice’, one is kept together by sex 
and compromise - but it’s their very 
intangibility that makes them attractive. 
As people, too, Phoenix have remained 

deliberately elusive. “We didn’t start a 
band to get girls or get people's attention 
because those possibilities didn’t exist 
in Versailles anyway,” explains Thomas. 
“It was a selfish, friendship thing - just 

Branco is the most garrulous of the 
four, freely confessing to some bizarre 
preoccupations. "For a while I was 
obsessed with Italian terrorism,” 
he reveals, cheerily. “Right now 
I am really into honey.” 
"Branco can be very obsessive about 
one thing for a short period and then 
go to the next one,” confirms Thomas. 
“There was a moment when he was 
obsessed with the Morse code and 
we had to put little secret messages 
in the music.” 
Second guitarist Christian Mazzalai is 

a budding gourmet. “Chris is also very 
Latin, in the way that if we play a bad 
show, you can always see it on his face. 
He can’t fake his emotions.” 
Bassist Deck D'Arcy is the band’s 

great enigma. “We don’t really know 
what he is doing when he’s not with 
Phoenix,” says Branco. “It’s a running 
joke that we think he has a secret 
life with a lot of children." 
"If you call him, you don’t know where 
he is,” adds Thomas. "We slept in the 

same room for years but he is still 
a mystery to us." 
Then again, Thomas is hardly more 
forthcoming himself. “I’m the singer, 
but I’m not a frontman” he protests. 
You may have seen Thomas on the 
occasional red carpet thanks to his 
relationship with Lost In Translation 
director Sofia Coppola, but he says 
the world of celebrity gives him the 
creeps. “Maybe we are in it without 
wanting it, but we are always trying 
to escape,” he says, having just spent 
a traumatic three weeks in Hollywood. 
“Celebrity is a disease. You are giving 
your personality away.” 
Thomas even reveals that he’s not 
convinced about the benefits of 
Phoenix’s new-found American success. 
“Sometimes it’s not for the best It’s 
scary when you can’t relate to people in 
the crowd. For instance, we played a 
show recently in front of all these frat 
boys in Las Vegas and it felt really 
weird.” If there was a button he could 
press that would freeze Phoenix’s 
popularity at their current level, he 
admits he’d probably press it. 
Branco, similarly, is less proud of 

Phoenix’s Grammy nod than "the fact 
that over all these years we managed to 
keep it pure. It’s hard to preserve this 
naive, semi-professional vibe. You have 
to fight to stay an amateur. I think we do 
that well We are the most experienced 
amateur band in the world!” 
What Phoenix have also been at pains 

to protect, beyond the purity of their 
music, is the bond between themselves. 
It would be difficult to find another 
band, let alone one of 10 years standing, 
who still regard each other with so much 
affection and defer to each other with 
so little ego. “We know that, 
individually, we are average," shrugs 
Branco. “It’s only when the four of 
us work a long time together that 
something acceptable happens." 
“Phoenix is like family,” concludes 
Thomas. "In fact it’s better than family 
because so many families don’t want to 
reunite for Christmas. We would be very 
happy to spend Christmas together.” g 
As the credits roll once more on that 3 
imaginary teen movie, there’s barely | 
a dry eye in house. 3 
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YEASAYER 
ODD BLOOD 
(MUTE) 

Not just going ‘pop’, the Brooklyn boys 
coagulate the world into hummable form 

F
ollowing the charge led by 
Animal Collective and Grizzly 
Bear last year, the waiting room 
marked ‘Candidates for 2010 
New Weird America Great 

Crossover Potential’ is already heaving. 
In there we have Beach House, White 
Hinterland... and, ah, who’s that at the 
door? Yeasayer, Brooklyn band, neo 
hippies with a penchant for synthesizers 
and string vests. Previous? Released 
2OO7’s universally applauded ‘All Hour 
Cymbals’, a genre-Dyson which “could 
soundtrack the birth of a tiger cub” 
(NMD) and landed itself the 197th spot 
in Pitchfords Albums Of The Decade 
list; picked up followers through an 
MGMT tour; provided vocals for Simian 
Mobile Disco’s ‘Audacity Of Huge’; added 
production and bass to Bat For Lashes’ 
‘Daniel’, Teari’s Dream', ‘Sleep Alone’ and 
‘Glass’ 0e, the best tracks on Two Suns’). 
Might not be up there with Animal 
Two Brits Nominations’ Collective 
(although maybe they’ll be up for Best 
Breakthrough too once they’ve got seven 
albums of their own), but they’re not 
doing too badly. 
Now? Cleaned up and looking to 

consolidate their modicum of global 
success with their “pop album”. Oh yes, 
the *p’ word - the building noise around 
Yeasayer's second album since it leaked 
three months ago has reverberated with 

celebrations/accusations of a grasp 
for the mainstream. And the truth is, 
Yeasayer have gone more populist here 
- but only in the sense that Kasabian 
went a bit more edgy with their last They 
remain, at heart, music’s conquistadors, 
still trawling the globe for unearthed 
sounds and unexploited resources, 
bringing home precious spoils for their 
dedicated followers. Actually, scrap that, 
it’s more of a safari than a conquest; these 
are definitely «take only pictures, leave 
only footprints* types of guys. And their 
holiday snaps are anything but ‘art/. 
‘Ambling Alp’ you’ll know already; 

a rollicking beast that’s one of the most 
un-pop yet perfect pop songs you’ll 
ever hear, packed with juddering drum 
thunder, leaps of falsetto and shoehorned 
brass blasts (its videos incidentally, 
featuring as it does naked bodies 
rolling down desert slopes, mirror-
faced boxers and visual effects straight 
out of The Abyss, is enough to dispel 
any accusations of overly commercial 
ambitions several times over). 
‘Rome’ begins with what sounds 

suspiciously like a Korg synth's *wobble 
board’ preset switched to Argos-garden-
shed-panel before exploding into a 
high-pitched slanging match between 
synth chords and vocal chords. ‘Strange 
Reunions’, meanwhile, laughs in the 
face of conventional time signatures 

while still being reminiscent of ‘Second 
Coming’-era Stone Roses. The throaty 
Stylophone stylings of ‘Mondegreen', 
meanwhile, lay the perfect foundation 
for Chris Keating’s considerable vocal 
double-somersault-tucks. 
Everyone’s favourite decade, the 

’80s, squats heavy over much of this 
too. Madder Red’ boasts Bonnie Tyler 
tom-toms that would have Mike Tyson 
fetching his drumsticks faster than a 
dementedly keen puppy, and somewhere 
in Connecticut Paul Simon is searching 
his archives for the parent track to the 
reggae-ish ‘ONE’. 
As if the retro pop sounds weren’t cosy 
enough, lyrically the album is crammed 
with well-weathered but beautifully 
expressed sentiments. Take ‘Ambling 
Alp’s agony aunt aphorisms: “Now the 
world can be an unfair place at times/ 
But your lows will have their complement 
of highs/And if anyone should cheat you, 
take advantage of or beatyou/Raise 
your head and wear your wounds with 
pride/You must stick up for yourself son, 
never mind what anybody else done". 
It’s enough to bring a lump to the throat 
Similarly» ‘I Remember’ is packed full of 
sepia-tinted ruminations (making love on 
a Sunday, fresh cut grass in May) before 
climaxing with the beautiful ‘you’re stuck 
in my mind, all the time". 
For all these moments of warm 

simplicity, though, “Odd Blood”s true 
mentalistic microcosm is ‘Love Me Girl’. 
It suggests a rave at the rim of the world, 
where sunrise strikes the backs of a 
thousand naked nymphs, propelled by a 
thumping backbone so powerful you can 
feel it even when it drops to half time or 
falls out completely for a section. Around 
17 songs crammed into one. it forces your 
imagination to do pirouettes, conjuring 

images of animals burrowing, goblins 
climaxing, comets arching across the 
sky, great gods speaking from behind 
parted storm clouds. It plays havoc with 
Microsoft Word’s metaphor setting. 
And as far as we can tell its only lyrical 
inspiration is unrequited love. 
There’s so many layers here - samples, 
sound effects, coos, squawks, chirrups, 
chants, piano loops, percussive clicks, 
digital zips -but intertwined there 
remains those melodies, as old as time 
itself And that’s the yolk of Yeasayer’s 
golden eggs: the ability to trawl the world 
for gems and condense them into five-
minute distorted ditties you can whistle 
while washing up. It’s a musical package 
holiday you can take vicariously. World 
Music For Dummies. 
Yeasayer’s greatest achievement is 

their balancing act, teetering between 
heartfelt and overly earnest, between 
invoking and pastiching past decades, 
between worldly experimentalism and 
token tourism. And if you still think 
they’ve gone pop, maybe the best way 
to decipher this dense, ambitious album 
is to judge the book by its cover - the 
two frankly bizarre images created by 
Benjamin Phelan that are “the study of 
a future with a distorted biology". Pretty 
appropriate given the genetic anomalies 
coursing through Yeasayer. Odd blood 
indeed. Tim Chester 

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘ONE’ 2) ‘Love Me Girl' 
3) 1 Remember’ 

I Watch the video to ‘Ambling Alp’ I 
] aiNME.COM/vldeo I 
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HIM 
SCREAMWORKS: LOVE IN THEORY AND 
PRACTICE^«) 

DEEP ROOTED 
DEEP ROOTED (CLR) 

9 

Seven albums in and 
panda-eyed love metallers 
HIM have thrown us all 
a curveball - they’ve made 
a record that we could 

actually give a shit about. Clearly 
pushing themselves out of their comfort 
zone, Ville Vaio’s mob flirt with 
drum’n’bass (’Like St Valentine*), glam 
rock (’Dying Song*) and electro-pop 
Cln The Arms Of Rain*) to deliver tunes 
tailor-made for the next Twilight 
soundtrack. Yes, the lyrics are still 
vorn it-indudng enough to make 
celebrity Jesus-lover Stephen Baldwin 
look tactful in comparison, but then the 
Finnish five-piece have never been the 
most self-aware. It’s taken them 19 
years to make a decent racket, but they 
got there in the end. Edwin McFee 
DOWNLOAD: ‘LikeSt Valentine’ 

Ww&far 066,5 Rooted certainty 
picked their name right 
Big, earthy bass tones, 
warm soul samples and 

iMlJcM booming drumlines make 
listening to this a calming experience -
which is rare enough in hip-hop to be 
a huge surprise when It comes along. 
Rappers Mr Brady and MC Johaz deliver 
solid rhymes, while Brea Is a pleasant, 
If unremarkable lyricist. But thanks 
largely to the production skills of 
member DJ Artistic (and his brethren 
Exile, Moka Only and Rhettmatic) ‘Deep 
Rooted’ becomes huge fun to listen to. 
The noisiest this crew gets Is the lead 
single 'Crazy', with its addictive 
bassline. This Is mature, soothing hip-
hop that you’d be quite happy playing 
In front of your dad. And yes, that’s 
a recommendation. Dob Boffard 
DOWNLOAD: ‘Crazy’ Trip up 

ELGOODO 1
COYOTE (DELLORSO) 

FIONN REGAN 
THE SHADOW OF AN EMPIRE 
(HEAVENIY/COOWRATTVE) 

ALBUMS 

H
 South Wales: land of the 
overrated indie-rock 
band. And ‘Feel So Fine’, 
El Goodo's opening track 
of sub-BRMC bore blues, 

doesn’t help. Thankfully though, its 
presence has the handy effect of making 
everything else sound stunning. 
Particularly so the spaghetti-western 
canter of upcoming single ‘I Saw Her 
Today’. Produced by Super Furry 
Animals’ Clan Ciaran, their sometime 
support band unsurprisingly don’t hang 
around one sphere of influence for long, 
setting sail from dusty Americana to 
arrive in Liverpool for the earthy 
Merseybeat of ‘Aren’t You Grand* and 
La’s tribute ‘Be My Girl’. Travel broadens 
the mind and has ensured this band of 
Welshies keep the home fires burning 
proudly. Matt Warwick 
DOWNLOAD: ‘Information Overload’ 

B
JH It must rankle Regan that 

he recorded a debut in an 
abandoned stone barn 

|M and then bloody Bon Iver 
■B do the same in a shed and 

every broadsheet writer goes doolally. 
However, Regan's rejected the 
temptation to do It again and also 
moved beyond the Nick Drake pull that 
hampers many troubadours. But like 
‘Gold’-era Ryan Adams, he’s In thrall to 
the greats. There’s the sparse eloquence 
of early Leonard Cohen (‘Violent 
Demeanour*) as well as a hint of Simon 
& Garfunkel’s fingerpicking. You can’t 
fault the voice or the reference points, 
but despite a playful authenticity, 
Regan proves awestruck by his 
Influences rather than master of 
them. Anthony Thornton 
DOWNLOAD: ‘Violent Demeanour’ 

MASSIVE ATTACK 
HELIGOLAND 
(VIRGIN) 

A host of special guests on duo’s 
comeback can’t hide an identity crisis 

BUILT TO SPILL 
THERE IS NO ENEMY (atp) 

F OCEAN COLOUR SCENE AT 
I SATURDAY (cooking vinyl)_ 

EKE3H Althoughconsensus 
about what constitutes 

M ‘classic music’ Is a terrible 
thing and should be 

MMMMl obliterated at all costs 
In the manner of a fluorescent pink 
winklepicker stamping on a copy of 
‘Blood On The Trades’ for all eternity, 
there Is something to be said for cosmic 
Americana as an evolutionary end 
product Like ‘The Sophtware Slump’ 
by Grandaddy or ‘Summerteeth’ by 
Wilco, Built To Spill’s seventh Is a deft 
blend of American folk, psych rock and 
country & western with killer, dope-
fuelled pop hooks. The band very 
nearly ground to a halt after the tragic 
death of drummer Andy Capps during 
the recording of 2006’s ‘You In Reverse’ 
album, so it’s even more thrilling to 
finallyhavethem back, and on such 
strong form. John Doran 
DOWNLOAD: ‘Aisle 13’ 

ntnqrrv Back when they had 
FíkH some clout, it felt 
yífòry necessary to rage against 
F’gjgiE Ocean Colour Scene. They 
isälä displayed a torrid pride 
In their plod-rock antiquity - heaven 
forbid a child would get seduced by it 
and believe this was how guitars should 
be used. Now, settled into middle age 
a safe distance from the hearts and 
minds of young Britain, their ninth 
album brings a curious revelation: the 
Idea of OCS Is far worse than the reality. 
Yes there’s still plenty of trad macho 
mewling but they've ditched enough 
bloke-lsh swagger to unearth the lovely 
psych-pop likes of ‘Mrs Maytie' and 
‘Magic Carpet Days’. Still, we must 
remain vigilant; their former ’90s 
lieutenant Chris Evans Is treading 
a march back to popularity - never 
forget. Dan Martin 
DOWNLOAD: ‘Mrs Maylie’ 

I
t’s hard to think of a band that has 
more epitomised the power of 
a collective voice than Massive 
Attack. Born out of The Wild 
Bunch, the Bristol soundsystem 

behind the rap-reggae fusion that 
infamously became known throughout 
the world as trip-hop, Massive’s finest 
moments deployed collaborations with 
the precision of a smart bomb. Whether 
it was Shara Nelson's spectacular turn 
on iggi's future-soul classic ‘Unfinished 
Sympathy’ or Elizabeth Fraser, elfin on 
the frosted beauty of Teardrop’ seven 
years later, they knew a great vocalist -
and exactly how to use them. Seven 
years on from their last album, 2OO3’s 
'100th Window’, and Massive Attack -
now the core duo of Robert '3D’ Del Naja 
and Grant ‘Daddy G’ Marshall (who 
wasn't even on the last record because 
he was on sabbatical raising his baby 
daughter) - return. The backstory of 
‘Heligoland' is enough to give anyone 
cause for concern. It appears to have 
been a tricky bugger to complete, vocals 
with the likes of Stephanie Dosen 
recorded, then scrapped. Not that the 
finished product is short on guests -
it's absolutely crammed with them. 
Tunde Adebimpe of TV On The Radio, 
Martina Topley-Bird, Damon Albarn, 
Guy Garvey, Mazzy Star’s Hope 
Sandoval and Horace Andy all check 
in for a song or two. 
They're all undoubtedly great singers, 

but the frequency with which they’re 
used gives the awkward impression that 
Del Naja and Marshall are a marginal 
presence on their own record. It 's hard 
to see the logic of kicking off with ‘Pray 
For Rain’, a trudge of sombre piano and 

tom rolls that Adebimpe approaches 
like he might any moody TVOTR song. 
Sonically, too, there’s little here distinct 
enough to leave a clear Massive 
fingerprint. We don't hear Del Naja 
and Marshall at all until track three, 
‘Splitting The Atom' - which ironically 
comes off like a gloomy Gorillaz song, 
thanks to some ska-tinged organ 
from Albarn. 
After a shaky start, ‘Heligoland’ finally 
begins to deliver. Long-time cohort 
Horace Andy shines on ‘Girl I Love You’, 
driving bass and droning horns harking 
back to the collective’s 1998 album 
‘Mezzanine’. The luminescent Taradise 
Circus’ featuring Hope Sandoval, is as 
close as the album gets to a ‘Teardrop’. 
"The devil makes us sick”, breathes 
Sandoval, over handclaps and chimes, 
“But we like it when we’re spinning”. 
‘Rush Minute’, meanwhile, is tense and 
paranoid, Del Naja's whispered chant 
raising the pressure a la ‘Inertia Creeps'. 
Overall, though ‘Heligoland’ is a 

puzzling and frustrating listen. Some 
good tracks can’t hide the fact that this 
is the stuff of an identity crisis. It’s one 
thing to call on your famous friends to 
put flesh on your bones. It’s another if 
you leave the listener wondering if 
you’ve any spine at all. Louis Pattison 

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Girl I Love You* 
2) 'Paradise Circus’ 3) 'Rush Minute' 

For all your Massive Attack nc 
to NMEXOM/artists/massive' 
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THESE NEW PURITANS 
BUSH HALL, LONDON 
MONDAY, JANUARY 25 

T 

A night of discordance and plaintive brass 
leitmotifs. Really, more bands should be like this 

I
n the foyer, a book containing sheet 
music isbeing sold at the merch stand; 
onstage a formidable taiko drum and 
five-piece brass band are producing the 
militaristic sonic assault of ‘We Want 

H War’. Its prolapse-inducing percussive 
■ onslaught provides the sensation of being 
fl Bayed alive by bass oscillations as Thomas 
J Hein, hunched over a laptop, triggers the 
fl kind of synthetic post-Neptunes presets that 
J make your optic nerve itch. If you stopped 
■ and thought about the live incarnation of the 
■ Puritans’ acclaimed second album, you’d 
H laugh. And stop taking drugs forever. 
■ Amid it all is Jack Barnett, imploring the 
■ heavens with outstretched hand, part-
fl evangelist, part-Renaissance man touched 
■ by hellfire. Now and then he’ll give a cue to 
■ the orchestra, betraying the discipline at the 
■ heart of the maelstrom. We could be hurtling 
■ headlong into the apocalypse, the venue’s 
■ rococo ceiling roses crumbling to plaster 
■ dust, yet he’d still be in charge. 
H Few others could hold together such 
■ a disparate mixture of forms. ‘Hidden’ 
Œ is a gargantuan record; live it's almost 
El unprocessable. 'Attack Music”s sub-bass is 
[J more shape than sound, the guttural flexes 
El clash with the jagged bassoon and clarinet, 

creating a sonic discordance - the gap 
bridged by Barnett as he stands eyeballing 
the audience, clasping his chest. The fervour 
peaks during Tire-Power’. George Barnett 
rolls his eyes as he keeps the rigid dancehall 
rhythms, his brother shakes his guitar like 
a pitchfork. Suddenly the cacophony ceases 
and the plaintive brass leitmotif begins, the 
crowd falls to reverent silence. Why don’t 
more bands use bloody leitmotifs? 
The boundary-shunting leaves little room 

for banter, but it's not like Christopher 
Marlowe peppered his plays with hilarious 
anecdotes either. "All good things must 
come to an end,” observes Jack before 
launching into ‘Drum Courts: Where Corals 
Lie’, the mid-range synths familiar to those 
who ever heard a Joker or Rustie record, 
while Hein jangles an assortment of chains 
that look like they’ve been lifted from Robert 
Dyas. But it isn’t until the gentle, lapping 
Steve Reich minimalism of ‘5’ that the band 
depart, leaving the crowd to go nuts in 
a suitably primal bout of footstomping, 
shepherding the band on for aggressive 
kiss-off ‘Infinity Ytinifni’. Then, in an almost 
tender moment, Jack gives the signal for the 
others to leave the stage. He’s left alone, 
triumphant. He should be. Louise Brailey 
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Rhythm 
multi-nation 

FOOL’S GOLD 
. WHITE HEAT @ MADAME JOJO’S, LONDON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 

LA’s finest and sweatiest bring the samba party 
to London. Watch out for a cowbell on the head 

W
hite Heat is right. The place 
is rammed full Amid the 
sweat» Lawrence Arabia 
opens. New Zealander 
James Milne, as his mother 

knows him, is here to showcase tracks from 
his enchanting debut ‘Chant Darling’ such 
as ‘Apple Pie Bed’ and ‘The Beautiful Young 
Crew’. With sweet harmonies, a beachy groove 
and a touch of distortion, his richly melodic 
songs are Built To Spill by way of Neil Young 
and Brian Wilson. With better beards. 
Fool’s Gold enter with the help of a fog 

to audience, infiltrating even the most 
hardened of hipster hearts. 
This is due mainly to the percussive skills 

of the group. At one stage, five of the seven 
band members are playing percussion of 
some kind. Cowbell, bongos, tambourine, 
talking drum, shekere - all present, all 
dancing - a constant reflex of rhythms. It 
would all be slightly naff if it wasn't so damn 
joyful. Entirely unself-conscious, the 
keyboard player dances like a Rock ’Em Sock 
’Em Robot, one leg kicking out and back in 
time with the music. At one point, lead singer 

FRANKIE & THE ■ 
HEARTSTRINGS I 
locktavern!!® 
LONDON, 24/Ol/lO^H 
Compelling 
frontman/gultarist? 
Check. Gingham?® 
Check. Literary 
lyrics, doting fans! 
and quiffs dandllyl 
doffed to the past?. 
Check-mate. 
Sunderland’s 
DIV quintet are^H 
on the last turnedB 
up trouser leg of® 
their tour, grope-® 
close to girls and® 
guys with horny]® 
eyes. Frankie 
Francis plays both! 
extremes - neck|® 
veins fit to pop I^B 
but with an arm^B 
wafting like Eau 
De Morrissey. TheB 
tunes twitch toH® 
Mike McKnight’sHH 
taser guitar as doo J 
wop Is clattered by I 
‘Strange House’-era] 
Horrors on i^H® 
‘Possibiliti^l^M 
before ‘Fragile’IH 
brings the night to [ 
a pullulating®^! 
climax. Gavin AUeñn 

THEB FACTOR 
PLANE 
CAFE DE PAMS, LONDON 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 

machine. Sporting many ‘interesting’ knitted 
sweatshirts, accompanied by denim-on-denim 
action, it’s all a bit '70s. Patchouli oil, anyone? 
Set-opener ‘Nadine’ launches with an 
extended intro, swiftly followed by a mellow, 
soulful version of ‘Ha Dvash’. Even though 
each track is at least five minutes long, it 
doesn’t feel so. As standout album track and 
current single ‘Surprise Hotel’ glides into 
a sped-up samba coda, there’s a kinetic energy 
in the room, being passed from band member 

Luke Top rests his head on a bandmate’s 
shoulder, apparently overcome with either 
emotion or exhaustion. Perhaps a mixture of 
both - this is Fool’s Gold’s fifth show in a row 
during their London stint promoting their 
self-titled debut album. 
The set closes with a liberated version 

of ‘The World Is All There Is’. As the song 
draws to an end, the group down instruments, 
presumably to leave the stage. But they 
don’t. One by one, they grab the nearest mic, 

z 

tambourine or cowbell and 
all jump into the crowd. 

I It doesn’t feel contrived, it 
I feels organic. Instruments 
r are passed through the room 
i and punters are grabbed for 
1 hugs. We're not in Kansas any 
more - and we like it. As the 
music plays and everyone 
bops happily, for a moment, 
Soho’s rainy environs are 
forgotten, there’s no work in 
the morning and dancing 
shoes are all anyone’s wearing. 
Ailbhe Malone 

goldhawksH 
THE LEXINGTON,^B 
LONDON, 22/Ol/loM 
Tired of no-one^B 
giving a hoot 
about his (dreary), 
solo folk guise, ■■ 
Gold hawks are ̂ B 
Bobby Cooks’ newl 
attempt at growing] 
his audience to|H 
something bigger B 
than one man In^B 
a bar on a wet I^B 
Wednesday night.H 
The good news is, J 
said man might i® 
bring along his dog| 
next time Bobby® 
swings into townTH 
There’s something, 
bombastic and H® 
searching about 
Cooks’ new band - J 
like Simple Minds! 
with a sense of^® 
humour. Until |^H 
FrYars gets some! 
mates and starts B 
trading as 
Neonpigeons,^^H 
It’s the best pop 
reinvention in ages. 
James McMahot^H 

By now you’re probably aware of the 
‘he’s got soul, he used to be a suburban 
solider* pitch. Yep, Plan B, who, 
charmingly, used to “talk morbid Just 

to make you feel awkward", has replaced his 
uncompromising STDs’n’vlolence obsessed 
Bluewater B-boy schtick with the kind of 
auntie-pleasing soul sound that Amy 
Winehouse and Mark Ronson successfully 
dredged back into public consciousness in ’06. 
Bold move and all that, but has he not missed 
the boat? We’re a touch concerned, but as soon 
as Ben Drew opens his glorious gob, it’s obvious 
we needn’t be. Showing off a falsetto that owes 
as much to the flamboyant ’90s flair of David 
McAlmont and Terence Trent D’Arby as it does 
to Marvin Gaye, set opener ‘Writings On The 
Wäll’ is a straight-up classic which makes it 
hard to believe Drew made his name spitting 
bile and fury rather than sweet grooves. 
“Tonight is gonna be purely soul and nothing 

else,” Drew warns the crowd, not once delving 
Into his back catalogue and only diverging 
from the new numbers with ‘Coming Up Easy1, 
a largely inspiring used car-dealer funk cover 
of a, er, Paolo Nutlnl song. 
If Drew had been wearing a suit when he’d 

first arrived on the scene, we’d have assumed it 
was because he was on his way to court, but 
now, crooning black and blue-eyed soul - which 
works best when it features roughed-up rap 
breakdowns like on ‘She Said’ and “Stay Too 
Long* - his polished patina fits. 
Yet there is cause for concern, like the 
moments he veers dangerously close to drippy, 
Magic FM territory (‘I Know A Song*, ‘Love Goes 
Down’). When that happens the whole evening 
seems like an extended episode of The X Factor, , 

complete with made-for-TV razzle-dazzle in § 
the shape of backing singers in camp Jackie 0 | 
shadesand Drew taking time to pimp the à 
Strickland Banks cocktails available at the | 
bar. That said, as reinventions go, this Is one | 
plan that certainly seems to have promise. g 
Leonie Cooper a 
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beaten by Factory 
Floor (Inset) 
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HTRK/FACTORY FLOOR 
CARGO, LONDON 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 

Immense support give the headliners 
a brutal lesson in awesome powerM 

T
here is a sound rushing down the grime-caked 
streets of east London tonight. Like a tidal wave of 
hydrochloric acid carrying along panes of shattered 
glass, it brings slaughter but leaves a cleansed path 
in its wake. This noise destroys jaded hipsters. It 

is a high intensity beam issuing from an electronic battle 
weapon trained on the lazy enemies of good music. Haggard 
and shade-eyed trendspotters beware. For those who leave 
progression choked, as if by the umbilical cord in the womb, 
will, in turn, be killed. For vultures with stickyup haircuts 
and expensive, lurid trainers - this is your final meal. This is 
the carrion that will turn on you. 
What a pretty daydream. One can only hope it comes to 

pass. For even if this is little more than wishful thinking, even 
someone who hated the almost psychotically humourless 
intensity of Factory Floor would be forced to admire their 
lack of irony, their absence of compromise and a sound so 
brutally propulsive it would deny any attempts at dilution, 
recontextualisation or polish. 
Nik Colk (vocals, guitar), Gabe Gurnsey (drums) and 

Dorn Butler (electronics) are barely there. It is as if the 
immensity of the noise they make has rendered them faint, 
like characters in a double-exposed photograph. On ‘Lying* 
an ancient arpeggiator blasts out a two-note refrain. The 
lack of resolution matched by colossal bursts of guitar 
noise teased out by violin bow means it already sounds like 
Giorgio Moroder having a massive coronary by the time 
the metronomic drum tattoo starts. And then it becomes 
really intense. 
HTRK, another girl/boy/boy combo dealing in deadly 

serious gothic rock, should be the ideal sparring partners 
for FF, but in the end it feels like sticking The IT Crowd on 
the DVD after a treble bill of The Road, Nil By Mouth and 
Requiem For A Dream. As great as they are (for once they 
have the luscious live sound they deserve), they are just 
too immersive, too solipsistic to be appreciated after the 
explosive support There are moody and sublime versions 
of ‘Fascinator’, ‘Rent Boy’ and other songs from 2009’s 
‘Marry Me Tonight’, which are intoned sensually by 
Jonnine Standish as if she’s fronting The Cure circa 

f. 

I 

'Disintegration'. 
But they still aren’t 
enough to rouse the 
audience, who spend 
die rest of the 
evening after Factory 
Floor wandering 
round like shell-
shocked transients 
who have just 
escaped something 
awful. John Doran 

6F*brutryiOlo 

3 

I») 

4 

'1 
i 

I 

K 

fr 

"fr 

r 

p 

»1 

http://magazinesdownload.com/


Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

TEENAGE 
CANCER 
TRUST 
10 YEARS OF MUSIC AND COMEDY 
AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

NOAXURA 

TICKETS 
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Norwich Waterfront 

London Bloomsbury Ballroom 

Sheffield Leadmlll 

Manchester University 

Liverpool Masque 

Glasgow QMU 

Edinburgh Liquid Rooms 

Leeds Cockpit 

* 
«wn loo ooo 

I 0844 4771 000 

01273 473 311 

0871 230 5599 

01903 908 090 

I 0571 230 0010 

0114 221 2025 

0151 032 1111 

0944 888 4401 

0844 4999 990 

0844 4999 990 

0113 245 4650 

BUY ONLINE AT WWWKILILIVE.COM | WWWSEETICKETS.COM + USUAL OUTLETS 

WWWBLVETONES.INFO I WWW.MYSPACKCOKTHEBUTETONES 

Tickeh: Mmieaoai • glgsandtounoom • olt.t1ckeh.co.uk • soot1ckoh.com 

— Ticket! on-tale 9am Friday February Sth » 
MISASES DMUt AUUM THE FAMKT JEWHS* ON FEB Uni 1HR0USH 6I9/AILANTIC 

NEW SNGU "HOtUWOOO* OUT NOW 
mtapoce.com/marir>aondltie<flanwndr • martkaarKtttsodkMnoods.com 

peter gabriel 
ORCHESTRA dfù HGW blOOd 
NODRUMS a  V/jX 
no guitars W 1 sat 27 mar SUMEMM 

sun 28 mar 
London The Or 
wwwJdBw.com ■ wwwjeelickt&œai 
0844 UK 0202 - 0871 230 5595 
taTtWtabatEnHMUB/aMttWeajA 

scratch my back 
outMZ02/W 

www.petargabrlel.coin 
AKiOmonlaro praaentotion LIVE 

Kllrnaruerp, UM Coatcerts end PHP W emrwmMt with tray preterit 

FRIGHTENED 
R A B S I T 
MARCH x I?! 
04 YORK DUCHESS 08444 77 1000 I S 
05 MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY 01618321111 1 
06 ALDERSHOT WEST END CENTRE 01252 330 040 * 11 \ 
08 BRISTOL THEKLA 08713 100 000 
09 OXFORD O, ACADEMY2 0871 230 5595 H 
10 LONDON KOKO 0871 230 5595 / 
12 BIRMINGHAM 03 ACADEMY2 0871230 5596 L 
13 SHEFFIELD LEAD MILL 2 08702200260 - Cl 
14 NORWICH ARTS CENTRE 01603 660 352 R 
www.kilithre.com / www.gigsantftours.com ~ L । 

New single 'Nothing Uke Vtou* released an Feb 22"* F 
New akum The Winter Of Mixed Drinks’ released on H«h 1M 
Far an axclushre downioed offer buy ticket* frenu www.crewdsurgn.com 

the 
twilight 
sad 

a Mra* by irvaqpin.nl wMi RV pwawt 

THE JOY 
FORMIDABLE 
BADDIES MUCH AIRSHIP 

March 

Wed 24 London Garage 
0871 230 5595 / aeetldretscom 

Thur 25 Manchester Ruby Lounge 
0161 832 1111 / sccticfcctMaai 

Fri 26 Oxford Jericho 
0844 477 1000 / acctickcta^mn 

Sat 27 Sheffield Harley 
01 14 275 2288 / aeetirkrrtrmn 

April 

Thur 01 Aberdeen Warehouse 
0844 847 2319 1 

Fri 02 Glasgow O2 ABC 
0844 477 1000 / rirfrrtwrh m nlr 

The abum TbigK The FQÿa Ahentf out now 

New da^e The Rooo? fdoaed on 29th Mardi 

myiparr <nm/fhnwilighbad 

A KÜiunnjiwB psweaatiaB by anaagcsieat wkk 13 Anan 

MARCH 
14 MANCHESTER RUBY LOUNGE 
15 LIVERPOOL KOROVA 
16 NOTTINGHAM THE BODEGA 
1? LEEDS COCKPIT 
19 CAMBRIDGE PORTLAND ARMS 
30 BIRMINGHAM Oj ACADEMY} 
31 OXFORD O} ACADEMY! 
22 BRIGHTON AUDIO 
34 LONDON ELECTRIC BALLROOM 
25 SOUTHAMPTON JOINERS 
26 BRISTOL START THE BUS 
27 CARDIFF BARFLY 
2» NORTHAMPTON ROADMENDER 
30 SHEFFIELD Oa ACADEMY! 
)l NEWCASTLE O2 ACADEMY! 

0MIC21U1 
CSMMJMM 
O87UH0Q80 
auaBMW 

QM4 4771000 
OOM 4773880 
0871 2)0 8018 
CBTimm 
ÛDMQMU 
ODD 4M« «0 
CBM84724M 
«159UW0 
0M4 <771040 
OOM «77 1000 

APRIL 
01 WREXHAM CENTRAL STATION mtimw 
(B GLASGOW KING TUTS «MM9999N 
01 INVERNESS MADHATTERS tail»» 
05 ABERDEEN SNAFU »1»» 
06 DUNDEE FAT SAMS ■*»!«* 

Ticket» available franu kUlUvcMn 
www.aettidKlx.co4B. 0671 ZM 5995 asd taual ondcti 

www.lhejoyfannld^lexem 
wwwj^qMcexDfl»/Uic|oyfannldaMe 

http://magazinesdownload.com/


Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

» 

I -
A * Jj 

BSHOCKWAVES 

"\npqra 4 
-LkjLmJí 
AVIAR*™ 

» 

THE 

SPECIALS 
PLUS SUPPORT In aid of 

MONDAY 29TH 
MARCH 

TEENAGE 
CANCER 
TRUST 
10 YEARS OF MUSIC AND COMEDY 
AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HAU 
KAnOCMntMMTN 

..NOMURA 

.1 

Tickets availablefromwww.nme.com/tickets or 0871 230 1094 

; www.gigsandtours.com www.teenagecancertrust.org 
24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 260 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS PROVIDING SPECIALIST TREATMENT AND SUPPORT FOR TEENAGERS WITH CANCER 

Teenage Cancer Trust is a registered charity: 1062559 (England & Wales), SC039757 (Scotland) 

For a full list of Shockwaves NME Awards Events and Teenage Cancer Trust shows please visit nme.com/tickets 

An SJM Concerts presentation 

> 

■ SHOCKWAVES Ejusic! hmv NOAXURA 
hmv.com 
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THE CHAPMAN FAMILY 
\ y/ LITTLE COMETS 

! / ' FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS 
♦ M MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY 
Í1 STOCKTON ON TEES 
M THE GEORGIAN THEATRE 
’ ; i 0844 847 2424 

LUL 
Carnets 

FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS 
THE CHAPMAN FAMILY 

TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
YORK FIBBERS 

0844 847 2424 

THEHEARTSTRINGS 
THE CHAPMAN FAMILY 

LITTLE COMETS 
WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 
LEEDS BRUDENELL 

SOCIAL CLUB 
0844 847 2424 

’ BICYCLE THIEVES 
■•SOUND OF GUNS 

MORNING PARADE 
FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY 

LIVERPOOL MASQUE 
0844 847 2424 

THE DEAD FORMATS + GUESTS 
SATURDAY 20 FEBRUARY 
CARDIFF BARFLY 

0844 847 2424 

SHAPES + TANTRUMS 
SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 
BIRMINGHAM 
RAINBOW 
0844 847 2424 

Tickets available from www.nme.com/tickets or 0871 230 1094 

Tickets availablefromwww.barflyclub.com / www.ticketweb.co.uk or 0844 847 2424 

A Barfly presentation 

■ SHOCKWAVES [ã us!a nmv musics 
hmvcom POWER 
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NEW & UNSIGNED 
WANT YOURBAND MENTIONED IN NME?CALL02031482989 

UN I T 
j ■ 

I -

“Sharp, 
real sharp” 

- Rolling Stone 

BLA I NElTRUTHrz^ 

“The Musical 
equivalent of 

Cristiano Ronaldo” 
-NME 

“The EKACN... 
It's mysterious, 
danceable and 
utterly ace” 

- Artrocker 

“Would've made 
Peel proud” 

- Uncut 

offers unsigned 
bands the 
chance to pitch 
themselves. If they 
can survive Blaine, 
they’re ready 
for anything«. 

TO i* 

WHAAASSSUP! 

LETS HAVE VOCAL 

CONVERGENCE AND 

SEE IF WE CAN 

FAST-TRACK YOU. 

lewis (vocals/ 

guitar): "OK, we’re 

Social TTamp and 

we’re an alternative 

SOCIAL TR AMP* 

.1 ♦. 
fe; HUE 7-

punk-prog band with a dash of ska added. So It’s ’ 

Eke If you mix Rancid and BlffyClyro with Clutch.” 

HMM, LETS WALK IT ROUND THE GARDEN. WHAT’S 

YOUR COMMERCIAL SATURATION POTENTIAL? 

"Our sound Is radio-friendly, like ‘Rich GW, which Is 

very ska-y -1 like Rancid ska more than Paolo 

Nutini, though.” 

BUT I'D NUT IN NUTINI FOR HIS BOTTOM-UNE 

“We formed last Junethroughjoinmyband.com. 

Two of us are from Colchester, one from London, 

and our drummer is from Canada. Her drumming 

skills are amazing. That's definitely a USP for us. 

And yeah, she does like the low-cut tops to get the 

guys’ attention.” 

GOOD EYE-FUCK BANDWIDTH. BAU. PARK ME 

A BIRDS EYE VIEW. 

“There’s nothing out there like us - we’re totally 

different We can have four different styles and 

rhythms within one song.” 

New album “The Electric Kool-Aid Cuckoo Nest” available 22nd 
February on CD + Digital Download. Featuring the singles "Best of 

SO IF YOU ACCESSED XXXS HOLLAND, YOU’D 

FIREWORK IT? 

“Yeah, definitely.” 

tour dates: -
Me" and "I Understand" 

COULD YOU FAOLTTATE HEADUNES BY 

DOWNSIZING XXXS WITH YOUR FIST? 

“I could smash his head into his piano keys.” 

»VWW.MYSP4CE.C0M/S0a4LTRAMP 

Jailhouse - Hereford - 17th Feb 

Club Strut - Darlington - 19th Feb 

The Studio - Isle Of Wight - 20th Feb 

Cox's Yard - Stratford - 22nd Feb 

Barfly - Cardiff - 23th Feb 

93 Feet East - London - 24th Feb 

The Rainbow - Birmingham - 25th Feb 

Elbow Rooms - Leeds - 26th Feb 

The Roadhouse - Manchester - 27th Feb 

Classic Grand - Glasgow - 28th Feb 

pITÇH VOUS 9ANû 

If you’re In an unsigned band and fancy going 

head-to-head with Blaine, email IttterstSnme. 
rom with a Ink to your MySpace page plus 

a contact email and phone number and the 

subject line “AAR «ranker" 

8 i ! 
hmv 
hmvcom 

BOOTLEGS RECORDS t'A V-p^. corn, 
NME SAY& Manic indie ney-do wells 
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MARKETPLACE 

LEEDS 
COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC 

popular 
music 
courses J 
************************** > 

Undcrgraduata & Postgraduate 

coutob in Popular Music^^^^ 

o ;œí3ö»•î••• 

- PG Dip/MA Psrfonnanco 

- PG Dip/MA Composition _ -

k/si 
1OIM 

. I hbhti 

riBiifXV 
mm ¿rao y 

. um™ Ij 

/Tí 

> nmESMiitE»rRai r 

theihiseh 

S 

DKi otiuervwii. tote Bias. num. buttle oteiieri (uvn, 
RjrajUIEU. BUSIIESS UROS, MOTS, PTC RHIEHS, UHIUR. HECIRIMS. _ - ~ - *~~  ————■ «bobo bobmim um«. - — - ~ _ 

initsic^ 
11^^1111 

0113 222 3416 
www.lcm.ac.uk 

AWESOME MERCHANDISE ITEIEPNIRE -1113 2*3 5BS7 
WWWAWEMNifllEltCHAM>ISE.C<MI 113 IIIIIIII HUE ■ CIITIII ITIIET 

RED ZONE 
71 

2010 ' 

MUSIC GROUP 

ARE YOU READY FOR MAJOR 
SUCCESS? 

Established management/promotions firm seeks top calibre 
artists (both successful and new) for representation. We 
have a senior level global contact base at major labels, 

radio, TV and media. 
Please call or email for an informal chat and advice. 

AUDITIONS 
COMING I 
SOON if 

9 Wimpole Street, London W1G 9SR 
Tel: 0207 291 1050 

Email: redzonegroup@yahoo.co.uk 

THE UK'S BIGGEST 
NATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION 
■ FOR BANDSTÃNÕ^ÃÜTS^B 

www.LiveandUnsigned.UK.com 
p Irv* ond Un>ÍQn»d f«*trvol coming thia tummorl 

t 
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I WANT TO SOUND LIKE... »VliUdrU 

LíiMHlIBSÏ HYDROPONICS 

V 
3 

£ 
ë 

£ 

James Lawson, 21, Leicester: “Good 
Shoes are amazing live without using 
much distortion. How can my band 
achieve such a powerful sound?" 

THESOUND 
"We all Ksten to different stuff, Steve 

[Leach, guitarist] Is Into Queen and 

Bowie, but we stay away from being 

too heavily influenced,” explains 

frontman Rhys Jones. "When we're 

writing, IPs usually led by me and 

Steve. I play rhythm guitar, Steve’s the 

one playing the really complicated 

stuft He uses the tone and pick-up 

positions on his guitar to vary his 

sound rather than pedals.” 

THE GEAR 
Rhys' favoured guitar is a Fender 

Telecaster custom. The crisp, dean 

backing that the Tele provides 

complements the richer sound of 

Steve’S Duesenberg Starplayer 

Special. Both use Fender DeVille amps 

bought using student loans. "They're 

essential to us.” DeVilles are pricey, 

but there are cheaper alternatives. 

Rhys recommends the Fender Blues 

Junior: "They just have volume and 

tone but they have a good feel.” 

IN THE STUDIO 
"On the new album we also 

had a Gibson 335 and a '60s 

Fender Coronado. There was 

no formata, we pied VffÆ 

the guitars 

with various 

ampsand 

experimented 

with set-ups.” 

When he does 

want fuzz, Rhys 

usesVIsual 

Sou nds’Jekyi* Hyde 

pedal: “ft gets a great \ 

to 

TOpOHLCJ 
Crow what you wont, whenyouwant. 

Don't buy It, CrowM 

WWW3CH.CO.Uk-Tek01923 77-52-68 
Reading • Dartford • Watford • Maidstone • Oxford 
_ *3CX- _ 

ON THE STAGE 
Doni make your life difficult 

attempting too much at once. "Under 

Control* Is really Intricate, so I try not 

to play guitar too much when I sing,” 

says Rhys. 

THE TECHNIQUE 
"We use normal tuning and the only 

pedals we have live are tuners, we just 

play louder If we need to!” Choose 

equipment that complements your 

style and play to your strengths. 

BEST TRICK 
“It’s better not to think about other 

bands too much or you'll sound 

•W contrived,” states Rhys. And try 

to utilise the skills of your band. 

Sr “we might have piano on the 
B next album. Steve’S classically 

■ tralned.sowe’lputhtstalerrt 

3 to use.” 

mS1̂ *** 

distortion and It'S perfect 

for beeflng-up your sound." 

The album was seif-produced and " 

recorded with an engineer in his home 

studio, “tft cheaper and it doesn’t 

sound much different to a big studio.” 

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 

[70s Style Leather Jackets 
phone 0800 090 1970^ 

CHAT TUITION 
RECORDING 
STUDIOS 

DATE CHAT 
MEN: 0871 808 3818 

WOMEN CALL FREE’ 
0800 075 9128 

OR 
PWk DATE 

I0872 100 1002 
11»«. Hepdok MM pu »u. haw:«! um 

„blow ^reporta. SPO. 

LEADING 

VOCAL 

COACH 

To the famous 

Tel: 020 895» 9323 

Mill Hill Music Complex 
0208 906 9991 
London NW7 
Estabianed 19« 

Rehearsals tram E350-EI8 per hr 
(re PA »to W cackinet 

Racordngs Large im room, great 
dam sound. Apçte Mac 65 & SouMtra; 

desk Nt from £16-25 p« hour 
PA s, & Backine tor hire 

Mam Dealers fa tenter, Ibanez, Laney 
* many more M great pnces 

Storage aval latte - actoerds to 
shipping containers 

Hee Strings. Dnxnsbcks. Soft Dnnks 
or Pringles tor New Cuskanen 

lOeck weewte tor tul delais oi otter) 
10 Mamta from M1/M2S 

S mins walk from Mill Mill Oarey 
Tkmsllnk. 20 mms by Iran from 

Kings Cross Mo Mairs 8 Imple Partint 

www.miUhHlmusic.co.uk 

NEXT WEEK: 
The Big Pink 
Words by Rik Ftynn front-

Tó\\:nÂí 

To advertise 

here phone 

Neil on 

0203 148 

2989 

OÛO 
DAVID BLACKMAN 

HIGH END AUDIO 

MASTERING 

LOW RUN CD/DVD 
DUPLICATION Ooh- r> 

•urye »' Put«« ’I Omen 

(twain Spseo Aullible to Root 

wwwhilcon^oremesterlngeoivi 

»niwn« ■ ■ — 

BonaFideStudio 
roeortlno ond reheersai «ludo 

Londoet EC2: open 24/7 

somdengmenngutree* I'erecD'dng 
reavtTng • nasemg » mung . 
pcgnmrvig • ful pruOjctoa • 

pipas • rchcann 
Rerottag from C12 80 pAi Ind engineer 

HAMereils irom f5 ph Ind bhine 
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GIG GUIDE a 
THE UK’S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD Edited by Ash Dosanjh 

PICK OF THE WEEK 
a ■ 

7 V ,r 

NW 
PICK OF THE WEEK] ’• 

THE MACCABEES 
WHERE: NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY (THURS), GLASGOW 
BARROWLAND (FRI), MANCHESTER ACADEMY (SAT), 
LEEDS 02 ACADEMY (SUN), NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY (TUES) 
Brighton quintet The Maccabees kick-start the Shockwaves NME 
Awards Tour In Newcastle. With support from The Big Pink, Bombay 
Bicycle Club and The Drums you’d be wise to get there early. 
WWW.NME.cOM/artists/the-maccabees 

EVERYONE’S TALKING 
ABOUT 
HEY COLOSSUS 
WHERE: LONDON CATCH (FRI) 

SHOCKWAVES 

DON’T MISS 

BRITISH SEA POWER 
WHERE: ALDERSHOT WEST END CENTRE (MON), 
LONDON SCALA (TUES) 
Indie rock stalwarts of no little excellence embark on 
a brief tour of the UK. With support from These New 
Puritans, Surfer Blood and Sparrow And The Workshop 
for their Shockwaves NME Awards Show in London, 
this is one of the hottest tickets in town. 
NME.cOM/artists/hritish-sea-power 

RADAR STARS 

SHE- M rd 
With new album ‘Hey Colossus And The Van Halen Time 
Capsule’ set to drop on noise goblins label-favourite 
Riot Season, the London outfit play alongside fellow 
ear-bleeders 
Dethscalator. 
If you like your 
music loud with 
not just a little 
bit of shouting 
then this Is the 
gig for you. 
NME.COM/ 
artists/ 

aw 
» ;g> 

S hey-colossus ¿bL 

PICK OF CLUB NME 

WHERE: NOTTINGHAM PULSE BAR (FRI) 
Marking the launch of Club NME Nottingham are 
Newcastle four-piece Little Comets. Support 
comes from The Invasion Of... and Frontiers. 
NME.COM/artists/little-comets 

IHADOUKEN! 
i WHERE: LONDON | p 
I SCALA (WED), J ft 
I LONDON I A 
I BARFLY (FRI) IF 
I Techno-bleep-obsessed] Cm 
I punk-pop rascals I ft 
i Hadouken! hit the road] 
| following the release Í 
I of their precocious I r.A ' 
J new album ‘For The I kV ■ 
I Masses'. Support I \*X 
I comes from This I 
I City and Unicorn Kid. 1 ‘ 
J NME.COM/artists/ Í •V' 
I hadouken f HlL, 

The Maccabees are playing Newcastle and Leeds O2 Academies. O2 customers get Priority 
Tickets to Newcastle and Leeds O2 Academies up to 48 hours before general release. ^^7 

When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply. Just register at o2priority.CO.uk 
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FEBRUARY 3 
NME Radio gets a new schedule: hear Sarah 
Kerr from 7-Uam, lain Baker from ll-3pm ( 
and Jon Hillcock from 3-7pm (Mon-Fri) J RAD o 
The Sunshine 
Underground, 
02 ABC, Glasgow 

ï1

THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 4 _ 
American indie rock six-piece White Rabbit 
Join NME Radio’s Jon Hillcock for a session 
and interview, from 4pm RAD O 

BELFAST^^^^^^H 

Marduk Limelight 028 9032 5942 
[ urminghamIHIÍÜIIIM 
Dan Smith Hare And Homds 
0121 444 2081 
Elephants Flapper 01212362421 
[ BOURNEMOUTH 
Ocean Colour Scene 02 Academy 
01202 399922_ 
( BRIGHTON 
Nancy Elizabeth The Albert 
01273730499_ 
[taiSToC^^^^^^^^I 
Carolina Chocolate Drops 
St George’s Hall 0117 923 0359 

Centrefolds Louisiana 0U7 9265978 
Jamie T 02 Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA_ 

[ CAMBRIDGE 
Adam Green Junction 01223 51 151 1 
Hammer No More The Fingers 
Portland Arms 01223 357268 
i CANTERBURY 
Still Flyin* The Farmhouse 
01227 456118 
fCAKDirF^^^^^^^HM 

Jesca Hoop Barfly 029 20667658 *16 
Martin Turner’s wishbone Ash 

The Globe 07738 983947 
[CHELMSFORD 

Loyal 2 No 1/Kevln Pearce/ 
Day of TheSirem/Gentie Dentist 
BaitlOUSe 01245 356811_ 
DUBLIN 

Gavin Edwards The Purty Kitchen 
00 3531 6770945_ 

[ EDINBURGH 
Breabad) Queen's Hall 0131 668 2019 
Jani Lang Band Pieasance 

0131 55665S0_ 
[ GLASGOW 

« Aaron WrlghtStereo0l41576 5018 
I The Black Dahlia Murder Garage 
g 01413321120 
g Contact Lost l3rhNoteCafé 
ï 01415531638 
S iglu A Hartly King Tufs Wah wah Hut 

a 01412215279 
* Sunshine Underp-ound 
I 02 ABC 0870 903 3444 WA 
g Thao A The Get Down stay Domi 
Î Captain’s Rest 01413312722_ 

f GIOLDFORD 
2 The Black Swan Boileroom 
5 01483440022 

Dirty Little Rabbits 02 Academy 2 
08?0 771 2000 WA_ 

t LONDON 
Astonishing Tales of The Sea 

Monto water Rats 0207837 4412 
Beyond The Summit/Krystal 

Vayne/Vftracore Bull & Gate 
02074855358 

Chesney Hawkes Halfmoon 
020 8780 9383 
The Complete Short Stories 
229 Club 020 7631 8310 
David Bazan Borderline 
0207734SS47 

The Dirty Reds/Nina 93 Feet East 

02072476095 

ns 
LOS ANGELES 
NOMO + ORGONE 
H'ÿtWlfilJI'X 
323 6614380 

Dirty Vegas/Joe And Will Ask? 

KOKO 020 7388 3222 
The Fleas Troubadour Club 

020 73701434 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS SHOW: 
Hadoukeni/ThisCIty/Unkorn Kid 
Scala 020 7833 2022 
The iron Door duh/The Banter 

Thlefs Dublin Castle 020 7485 1773 
Kaputt/Don’t wait Animate/ 
Shock Defeat Monarch 
08712301094 

LoklS Motif/Bear Pop Good Ship 
020 7372 2544 
The Mighty Uw/60 Persons 
Arts Club 0207460 4459 
Nancl Griffith 02 Shepherds Bush 
Empire 0870 771 2000 WA 

Oceansize Heaven 020 7930 2020 
Peter Von Poehl The Lexington 
02078375387 
Rise And Fall Underworld 

02074821932 
Saint Vitus 02 Islington Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 
Surfer Blood Horton Square 
Bar & Kitchen 020 7613 0709 

The Turks Barfly 
08709070999 *14 

The Vital Organs Underbelly 
02076133105 
[ MANCH ESTES'^^^^^^H 
Better left Alone Dry Bar 

01612365920 
Decapitated Moho Live 

0161834 8180 
Miike Snow Academy 2 0161 832 1111 
These New Puritans/ 

Trailer Trash Tracys Deaf institute 
01613304019 

Twin Atlantic Night And Day Café 
0161 2361822 
We Are The Union Retro Bar 
01612/4 4892 _ 
[ NEWCASTLE 
All Time Low 02 Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 

JLS City Hall 0191 261 2606 
Lh/e Like lions/Espionage Of The 
Loc/Dead Set venue 0191 232 till 

Made By Monks Head Of Steam 
0191232 4379 

Tony McPhee’S Groundhogs 
Cluny 0191 230 4474_ 
[ NOTTINGHAM 
The Wiyos Maze 0115 947 5650 
[oxford 
The Maccabees The Regal 

01865241261 _ 
[M*TSM(MITH'^^^^^^H 
David Ford Cellars 0871 230 1094 
[ SHEFFIELD ■■■■■■l■■ 
Johnny Foreigner Harley 

0114 2752288 _ 
[ SOUTHAMPTON 
Western Sand Jcmers 0238022 5612 
[ STOKE ON TUENT 
Story Of The Year Sugar mil 
01/82214991_ 
[ST ALBANS 

Jaywalkers Horn 01727 853143 
[YORK 
Kites Fibbers 0)904 651 250 *U 

F BELFAST 

Verra Cruz Spring & Airbrake 

02890325968 _ 
[BIRMINGHAM 
The Black Dahla Murder 
02 Academy 2 0870771 2000 WA 
The Deafout 02 Academy 3 
0870 771 2000 WA 

Etienne De Crecy 02 Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 
Peter Von Poehl Hare And Hounds 

0121 444 2081_ 
[ brighton^^^H^^^M 
Bear Pop Providence 01273 727822 
Black Daniel The Albert 
01273730499 
Jesca Hoop Latest Musk Bar 

01273 687171 
Man like Me Freebutt 01273 603974 
[ bristol'MMMI^B^M 
Defacto Louisiana 0117 9265978 

Fairport Convention St George^ Hal 
01179230359 

Hamel/Leddra Chapman Thekla 

08713100000 
Lacuna coil 02 Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 

Fcamuidge'^^^^^H 
Session A9 Junction 2 01223 511511 
[ CARDIFF ■■■■■■■■I 
Oceansize Barfly 029 2066 7658 *14 
[ CHELMSFORD 

The Brights/Tommy Atklns/Dexter 

Barhouse 01245 356811_ 
I DUBLIN ■■■■■■^^■1 
Cobra Starship Academy 
003531877 9999 
Eimog Whelan's (Upstairs) 

00 3531 475 9372_ 
edimbuagh'^^^MHMI 
Jeans Team voodoo Rooms 
0131 5567060 
[ gateshead'^^^^^^MI 
Disco Vietnam Three Tuns 
0191 4870666_ 
[ GLASGOW 
Codeine Velvet dub King Tufs Wah 
wah Hut 0141 2215279 

Goosedubbs 02 ABC2 0141 204 5151 
Milke Snow Stereo 0141 576 5018 
Static Thought 13th Note Café 
01415531638 
These New Puritans Captain's Rest 

01413312722 

A; 

jl 

3 
ï 
KEY 

+14 = 14 AND ABOVE *16 = 16 AND ABOVE 
AA ° ALL AGES 
WA ■ UNDER 14S WITH AN ADULT 
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED ALL GIGS ARE 18* 

The Big Pink, 
Shockwaves NME 
Awards Tour 2010, 
02 Academy, Newcastle 

Tharlow'^^^^^^^^M 
Massive Face Squat e 01279 305000 
[ LEE DS 
Anna Cavalier New Roscoe 

01132460778 
Dutch Undes Hl-R Club 0113 242 7383 
She Keeps Bees Nation Of 

Shopkeepers 0113 203 1831_ 
ILO MOON 

Adam Green Electric Ballroom 
02074859006 
The Agitators Barfty 
08709070999 *14 

Automatic Borderline 020 7734 5547 
Blue On Blue/Dignan Porch 

Old Blue Last 020 7613 2478 
Cheeba Queen Of Horton 

02074220958 
Orkus Underbelly 0207 613 3105 

David Carroll And The Migrating 
Fellows Dublin Castle 020 7485 1773 
David Devant & His Spirit wife 
100 Oub 020 7636 0933 
Dynamo Garage 229 Club 
02076318310 
Feverdogg/Chatterbox 

Hope A Anchor 020 7354 1312 
iglu A Hartly Horton Square 
Bar & Kitchen 020 7613 0709 

The Jim Jones Revue Jazz Café 
02079166060 
Julia Johnson Troubadour Club 

02073701434 
Municipal waste Scala 020 78332022 
The Partotones KOKO 020 7383 3222 
Railcars Good Ship Û20 7372 254 4 

Rammstein Wembley Arena 
08700500870 
Shanty Town Monto water Rats 
02078374412 

Still Flyirf Proud Galleries 
02074823867 
I MANCH ESTEB'^^MMMi 
Al Time Low Academy 0161 832 Uli 
The Ex & Brass Unbound/Zun Zun 
Egul Deaf Institute 0161 330 4019 
The Pablos Night And Day Café 
01612361822 
Paraffin oil Shop Roadhouse 
0161 2281789 

Rise A Fall Star A Garter 
0161 273 6726 
The Troniks Dry Bar 0161 236592Q 
[ NEWCASTLE 
Ambershift Head of Steam 

01912324379 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS TOUR: 
The Maccabees/Bombay Bicycle 

dub/The Big Pink/The Drums 
02 Academy 0370 771 2000 WA 
States Of Emotion/Polarsets/ 

The Discord venue OWI 232 1111 
Twin Atlantic The Other Rooms 

0191 261 9755_ 
NORWICH 

Jeff Ung Arts Centre 
01603 660352 
[OXFORD 
Snake Davis Band Wheatsheaf 

01865721156 _ 
[ PORTSMOUTH 

Hold Fast Wedgewood Rooms 
0239286 3911_ 
[ SHEFFIELD 
Robert George Sauli Plug 

01142/67093 
[ SOUTHAMPTON ■^^■■1 
The Iron Door dub Hamptons Bar 
07919253 508 
We Are The Union Joiners 
023 8022 5612 
I SWINDON 
Matthew Kllford The vic 

01793535713 
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FEBRUARY 5 FEBRUARY 6 

Fabcrmen^^^^^^H 
III Fish Warehouse 0844 847 2319 

The Bohemian Embassy Moles 
01225 404445_ 
BEDFORD 
Kabie Esquires 01234 340120_ 
[ BEX HILL ON sea^B^^^B 
vampire weekend De La Warr 
Pavillon 01424 787900_ 

[BIRMINGHAM 
Adam Green 02 Academy 2 

0870 771 2000 WA 
Johnny Foreigner Hare And Hounds 
0121444 2081 
Pan t The Poets Actress & Bishop 
01212367426 

F blackburnBB^^^BI 
She Keeps Bees 41 King Street 
0871 230 1094_ 
[bright on "MBBBBHi 
Miya * Miyagi Audio 01273624343 
Gentleman Starkey The Hope 

01273723568 
Igki 4 Hartly The Albert 
01273730499 

The Peppermint Hunting Lodge 
Providence 01273 727822_ 

[bristol'^^^^^M 
Alex Taylor Band Louisiana 

0117 9265978 
[CaermarfonBII^^HB 
Holy Coves Morgan Lloyd 
01286676079 _ 

[ CAMBRIDGE 
Doll A The Kicks Portland Arms 
01223357268 
MV 8 EE CB2 01223 508 503 
CARDIFF B^B^B^^B 
The Bl tons Barfty 029 2066 7658 
Maple Mountain Buffalo Bar 
02920310312 
Polca Party Arts institute 
08712301094 

Strange News from Another star 
Owb Ifor Bach 029 2023 2199 
[der by 
A World Defhed The Victorio Inn 
0133274 0091 
Ocean Colour Scene Assembly 

Rooms 01 332 255800 
Peter von Poehl The Royal 

01 332 36 7720_ 
dqbun BBB^B 
Austin Carter The Purty Kitchen 

00 35316770945 
The Shoos Academy 

00 35318779999 
Thom Southern Whelan's 
OO 3531 475 9372 
[iDINSURGH 

Detroit Social dub Sneaky Pere's 
0131225167 
Ha 4 The Filthy Tongues Cabaret 
Voltaire 0131 220 6176 
led Astray Corn Exchange 
01314430404 

Maeve O'Boyle The Caves 
0131 557 8989_ 
[GLASGOW 

Blackberry Jadts/Old Town Rebels 

02 A0C2 0141 204 5151 WA 
Etienne De Crecy 02 ABC 
0870 903 3444 WA 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS TOUR: 
The Maccabees/Bombay Bicyde 
dub/The Big Plnk/The Drums 

BarrtMlands 0141 552 4601 
Master Slave 13th Note Café 

0141 5531638 
Traqualr Stereo 0141 576 5018 

[GINLDFORD'^^^^^^^B 
Chesney Hawkes Boileroom 
01483 440022_ 

[ HARLOW 
The Lambrettas Square 
01279 305000_ 
[hitchin BBBBB 
Redmaxx club 85 01 462 432767 

[hull^^^^B^^^B 
Bearfoot Beware The Ringside 

01482 226698_ 
[LEEDS BBBBBBBBBI 
Defender Joseph’s well 0113 203 1861 

Gala The 0w< 0113 256 5242 
James Priestley 02 Academy 

08707712000 
Marduk Rios 084 4 414 2182 

Milk white white Teeth Cockpit 
0113244 3446 

The Red Pills Carpe Diem 
01132436264 

States Of Emotion/Black Diamond 
Bay Elbow Rooms 0113 245 7011 
[ uverpool^BBBIM 
Purple Riot 02 Academy 2 
0870 771 2000 WA_ 

F LONDON ̂ ^B^BB 
All Time Low Roundhouse 
02074827318 

LONDON 
PLUGS + 

TEENAGERSINTOKYO + 
SURFER BLOOD 
wa 

02073883222 

NOTTINGHAM 
LITTLE COMETS + THE 

INVASION OF™ + 
.FRONTIERS 

Amy’s Ghost Good Ship 

020 73722544 
The Black Dahlia Murder 

ULU 0207664 2000 
Cash For Cars/Degrees Rising 

Oubli) Castle 020 7485 1773 
The Cha Cha/Lyrebirds 

93 Feet East 020 7247 6095 
The Cougars 

Tommy Flynns 020 7609 7162 
Grand Archives 
Borderline 020 7734 5547 
Hadouken!/Un (corn Kid 
Byfly 0870 907 0999 

Hey Colossus/Dethscalator 
Clang 9 Catch 020 77296097 
I love Zagreb Hope & Anchor 

02073541312 
Jamie T 02 Brixton Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 
Jesca Hoop Jazz Café020 7916 6060 
Joe Camall 8 The Book Chib 
Underbelly 0207 613 3105 

laama Coil 02 Shepherds Bush 
Empire 0870 771 2000 WA 
Marina And The Diamonds Garage 
(Upstairs) 0871 230 1094 

The Members 100 Club 
02076360933 
My Luminaries Monro Water Rats 

0207837 4412 
Peter 8 The Pirates/Akship 
The Lexington 020 7837 5387 

Stray Dons Luminaire 020 7372 7123 
Tear Me Down/Hobophobic/ 
Meinhof/Ruthless/Grlnd The 
Enemy Windmill 020 8671 0700 
Three Trapped Tigers Barden's 

Boudoir 0770 865 6633 
Tim Woodbum Troubadour dub 
02073701434 
Towers Of London Watershed 

02077928101 
We Are The Union Underworld 
02074821932 _ 

[ manckkstir 
The Bittersweets Band On The wal 
0161 832 6625 
Cobra Starship Academy 2 

0161 832 Uli 
The Glassheads Moho Live 
016)8348180 
The Loaded Oke Club Academy 
0161 832 HU 
The Quangos Academy 3 
016) 832)11) 
Sunshine Underground Ritz 
016)2364355 
The Tamalas Night And Day Cafe 
0)612361822 

[niwcastii'^^^^^^^B 
Francis Dunnery Cluny 
0191230 4474 

Miike Snow The Other Rooms 
0191 261 9755 
Toddla T Digital 01912619755 
[ Norwich l^BBBBBB 
Tinchy Stryder UEA 01603 5O54Q1 
[ NOTTINGHAM ̂ ^BB 
David Rodigan Stealth 
08713100000 
Marble/Basement Forte Maze 

01159475650 
Oceansize Rock Qty 08/13100000 
OXFORD 

Kids in Glass Houses 02 Academy 2 
0870 771 2000 WA 

[ petirborough^^^M 
Throats Met Lounge 01733 566100 

[PRESTON "^BB^^BBi 
Me VS Hero 53 Degrees 

01772893000 

[SALFORD 
Nand Griffith lowry 0161 876 2121 
SHEFFIELD BBBBB 
Black Toad New Barrack Tavern 

0114 234 9148 
The Legion 02 Academy 2 
0870 771 2000 WA 

[SOUTHAMPTON "^^^^BB 
The Queue Hamptons Bar 
07919253508 
8 TWe Suicide Joiners 023 8022 5612 
[ STOKE ON TRENT 
The Setup Sugarmill 01782 214991 

[ swindon BBB^BBB 
The Hamsters 12 Bar 01793 535713 
[TUMBRIDGEWEILS ̂ B^B 
Rev 78 The Forum 08/12 7771Q1 
[ WAKEFIELD 
Mabel love Escobar 01924 332000 

[YORK ̂ ^^^B^BBBB 
Martin Turner's Wishbone Ash 
Fibbers 01904 651 250 «14 

[BAUT^^^^^^^^^B 
Lotti Moles 01225 404445_ 

[ bedfordBBB^B^B 
The 4-Sk Ins Esquires 01234 340120 

BELFAST B^^B^B^B 
The Ex & Brass Unbound 

Black Box 00 35391 566511 
John Digweed Ulster Hall 

02890323900 _ 
[ BIRMINGHAM 
Erol ABcan Rainbow 0121 7728174 

I BLACKBURN BB^B^BB 
States Of Emotion/ 
Down m Paris/South view Juniors 
Live lounge 0871 230 1094 

[ BLACKPOOL "^BBiBBBB 
Enter Shikari Empress Ballroom 

01253 625928_ 
[BMGHTON^^^^^B 
Adam Green Concorde 2 
01273673311 
Anti Nowhere league Engine Room 
01273728999 

Chesney Hawkes Freebutt 
01273603974 

Frencheric The Hope 01273 723568 
The lanes Providence 01273 727822 
The Meow Meows The Albert 
01273730499_ 

[bristol^^^^^^B 
The Eden House/llty Gun/Legion 

Thekla 08713100000 
The Fauns lousiana 0117 926 5978 
The Kick inside Mother^ Rian 
0U7 925 6969 

[ CAMBRIDGE B^^^BB 
Gattze Portland Arms 01223 357268 
Random Hand Man on rhe Moon 
01223 474259_ 

[CARDIFF ̂ B^B^BBB 
Johnny Foreigner Clwb Ifor Bach 
0292023 2199 

[DCRBY^BÍ^^^^BB 
The Iran Door Club 

The Royal 01332 36 77 20 
The Oli Brawn Band 

Flowerpot 01332 204955 
Third Way Forward 
The Victoria Inn 0133274 009) 
Î DUBLIN ̂ BBBBB^B 
Fox Avenue Academy 
00 35318779999 
Stephen James The Purty Kitchen 
00 35316770945 

Subplots Whelan's 00 3531 46 9372 
[ EDINBURGH BBBBB 
Dirty Weekend 
whistlebinkies 0131 557 5)14 
Etienne De Crecy 

Píame House 0844 847 1740 
Niki King The Electric Circus 
0131 226 4224 

[gXETER^^^^^^^^^B 
Jeff Lang Bridge inn 01392873407 
Rlnseaut Phoenix 01392 667080 

[ GATESHEADB^B^BI 
EDcle Brooks Sage Arena 

0870703 4555_ 
[GLASGOW B^^B^B 
AboU 02 Academy 2 

08707712000 WA 
Band Of Skulls 
King Tut's Wah Wah Hut 0141 221 5279 
inner Sight Classic Grand 
01412214583 
Louise McVey & cracks 
Ri The Concrete 

13th Note Café 0141 5531638 
Still Flyln' Captain'S Rest 
0141 3312722 
St Deluxe Stereo 0141 576 5018 

Twin Atlantic 02 ABC 
0870 903 3444 WA_ 
[guild foroBBBB 
Subsource Boileroom01483 4 4Q022 

I HARLOW 
No Consequence 
Square 01279 305000_ 
I HtTCHJN 

The TraBer Trash Orchestra 
Club 85 01462 432767 
LEEDS 
Cobra Starship Metropolitan 

Urirversity0113 2832600 
Decapitated Rios 0844 414 2182 
Detroit Social Club Cockpit Room 3 

01132441573 
Egyptian Hip Hop/I$ Tropical 

Nation of Shopkeepers 01 13 203 1831 
Fog New Roscoe 0113246 0778 
The Ocean Between Us Cockpit 
01)3244 3446 
The Prowlers Duck And Drake 
01)32465806 
These New Puritans Brudenell 
Social OubO)13 2435866 
white Boys For Gay Jesus 

Packhorse 0113245 3980 

[liverpoolBBBI^BBB 
Ocean Colour Scene 02 Academy 
08/077) 2000 

Sunshine Underground 02 Academy 
2 0870 771 2000 WA_ 

( LONDON BBi^^^^Bi 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS SHOW: 

Annie Mac/WBey/Sub Focus/ 
Jack Beats/Rhra Starr/SBTRKT 

KOKO 020 7388 3222 
Chew Lips Borderline 020 7734 5547 
Edit Setect/Wooden Pigs/Kasms 
93 Feet East 020 7247 6095 
Electric Sheep Arts Club 
020 7460 4459 
Freudian Slip Hope & Anchor 
0207354 1312 

Gecko Underbelly 0207 6133105 
Hamel Jazz Café 020 7916 6060 
mdedstve/dreus Audium/ 
The Meaning Of Life is 

The FOX 020 8690 8925 
L Ludicrous/The Stkks/The Kooter 
Kings Windmill 020 8671 0700 
Jack Rabbit SHm Madame Jojo's 
020 7734 2473 

Jamie T 02 Brixton Academy 
06/0771 2000 WA 

Joe Black Barden's Boudoir 

07708656633 
Joe Camall A The Book Club 
Momo water Rats 020 7837 4412 
Ladynotse/Scottee The Lexington 

020 78375387 
The Stanley Blacks/FUsileen 

Dublin Castle 020 7485 1/73 

♦i 

GET IN THE 
GIG GUIDE 

Todd Rundgren Apollo 

08706063400 
Wrung Husband/The Hoodlums 
Barfly 0870 907 0999_ 

[manchestir^^^M 
Big Ed 1 The Stink Satan's Hollow 

01612360666 
El Dlabkfs Social Chib/Leo Zero 

Deaf institute 0161 330 4019 
Gideon Conn Green Room 
01612361677 
Green Vigo Academy 30161 832 nil 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS TOUR: 
The Maccabees/Bombay Bicycle 
Ciub/The Big Plnk/The Drums 

AQdemy0161 8321111 
Mamma Freedom Chib Academy 

01618321111 
Mariza Bridgewater Hail 

01619079000 
Mr Scruff Band On The WaB 

01618326625 
She Keeps Bees Dulcimer 
01618600044 
Surfer Blood Sound Control 

01612360340 
The Vortex Ruby Lounge 
01618341392 _ 

( MIDDLESBROUGH ̂ ^^^B 
King Charles Westgarth Social Club 
01642242164 _ 

[nEWCASTU'IBBBBB 
Rayne Puny 0191 230 4474 
NORWICH 

Otis Grand Arts Centre 
01603660352 _ 
( NOTTINGHAM l^^^B^B 
One For The Road Bodega Soda! 
Club 08713 100000_ 
[Oxford BB^B^B 
Viv Albertine Ce»arO1865 244761 
[ PORTSMOUTH ̂ ^^BBBB 
citadels Drift Bar 02392 779 839 
I SHEFFIELD IBBBB^B 
Internet Forever Stock Room 
0114 221 2828 
Miike Snow Plug 01)4 276 7093 
Tinchy Stryder 02 Academy 

0670 771 2000 WA_ 
[southakptonBBB^B 
iglu « Hartty Joiners 023 8022 5612 
The Pedis Hamptons Bar 

07919253506 _ 
( niNBRl DGE WELLS ̂ ^^^B 
Famous dass The Forum 
087)2 777)01 

[watfordIBBB^^^B 
vaults/Tramp Etlquette/Flkker 

Flag 01923 218413_ 

( YORK BBB^^^^^^B 
Jon Allen The Ouches 0)904 641 413 
Take To The Seas/Braveface 

Fibbers 01904 651 250 *14 

The Drums, 
Shockwaves NME 
Awards Tour 2010, 
02 Academy, 
Newcastle_ 

DO YOU WANT TO GET YOUR BASH INCLUDED IN THE BIGGEST AND BEST WEEKLY GIG GUIDE? 
GO TO NME.COM/GIGS AND SUBMIT YOUR LISTING FOR FREE. 
YOU MUST SUBMIT DETAILS AT LEAST THREE WEEKS BEFORE THE GIG DATE 
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FEBRUARY? FEBRUARY 8 
fRATH^^^^^^^^^B 
Circa Snow MolesO1225 404445 
[ BEDFORD BBBBBIM 
Lost For Words Esquires 

01234 340120 _ 
i BIRMINGHAM 

The Low Anthem/David Ford 
02 Academy 20870771 2000 WA 
[ BRIGHTON '^^^BB 
Dan FrM Freebutt 
01273603974 
Esben And The Witch The Albert 
01273 730499 

[ BRISTOL IBB^^^^B 
Alan Pownall Louisiana 

01179265978 
The Sockheads Tobacco Factory 

0117 902 0344 _ 
[ CAMBRIDGE 
vampire Weekend Corn Exchange 
01223 357851 
[CARDIFF 

Lucky DehKcl Buffalo Bar 
02920 310312_ 
[ dubun BHBBB 
The Ex & Brass unbound 

Button Factory 00 3531 670 9202 
r EDINBURGH BBBBBIM 
Josh Ward The Electric circus 
0131 226 4224 

Nancl Griffith Queer's Hall 
0131668 2019 
Still Flyin* Sneaky Pete's 

01 31 225 1 J57_ 

f EXETER 
Ono Palindromes Cavern Club 
01392 495370 

Peter von Poehl Phoenix 

01392 667080_ 

rGATESHEAD~BBB^B 
Mokhe's Bagel Sage Arena 

0870 703 4555_ 
i GLASGOW 
Cobra Starship 02 ABC 
0870 903 3444 WA 
Egyptian Hip Hop/K Tropical 

Captail’S Rest 0141 331 2722 
Enter Shikari Barrowiands 
0141 552 4601 
The Gummy Stumps Stereo 

0141576 5013 
The Plight Classic Grand 
0141 221 4583 
Tinchy Stryder 02 Academy 

0870 771 2000 WA_ 
Cguudford 
The Stanley Blacks Boileroom 
01483 440022 
KITCHIN 
The Bruce Hamilton Experience 
Club 85 01462432767_ 

SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS TOUR: 
The MaccabeeVBombay Bicycle 

dub/The Big Pink/The Drums 
02 Academy 0870 771 2000 
Terri Shattiel Sanci nista! 
0113 305 0372 
white Boys For Gay Jesus Brudenefl 
SocW Club 0113 243 5866 

Clondon^^^B^^^M 
The llnes/The DembMonde/ 
Valerie and Her week of wonders 

Bu« & Gate 020 7485 5358 

Little Fish Arts Club 020 7460 4459 
MV & EE Borderline 020 7734 5547 
Sophie Mendoza underbelly 
0207613 3105 
Vita And The vfsclous/uuffx / 
Kakos/Sheep Bo Peep Dublin Castle 

02074851773 _ 
[MANCHESTER 
Imogen Heap Academy 0)61 832 nil 
Marduk Moho live 0161 834 8180 
The Veils Saran's Hollow 

0161 236 0666_ 
[NEWCASTLE 

Starridium The Tyne 
0191 2652550 

NORWICH BBBB^^^B 
Wil Kevans Cider Shed 

01603413153 _ 
[ NOTTINGHAM 

The Eden House Bodega Social Club 
08713100000 
Lostprophets Rock City 
08713100000 
She Keeps Bees Rescue Rooms 
01159588484 _ 

[portsmouth^^^^M 
The Bittersweets Cellars 
0871 230 1094_ 

[ SKFF1 ELD 
Jeff Lang Boardwalk 0114 2799090 
JLS Memorial Hal 0114 278 9789 
Royal wood Grapes 0114 249 Q9Q9 

[ SOUTHAMPTON 
8 Days later Joiners 023 8022 5612 

Rose cousins/Maeve O'Boyle 
The Duchess 01904 641 413 

c 

j 

I 

Esben And The 
Witch, The Albert, 
Brighton_ 
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y 

Enter Shikari, 
King Tuts Wah 
Wah Hut, Glasgow 

rAWEMHOT^^^^^^H 
British Sea Power 

West End Centre 01252 330040 
T BATH 
Colour shapes And Sounds 

Moles 01225 404445_ 
(SNtMMGHAM 
Hot Cub De Paris Rainbow 
0)21 7728174_ 

[ bmghton 
Chapel Club The Hope 
01273723568 
MV8EE Preeburt 01273 603974 

[ CARD IFF ̂ ^B^B^^B 
Fightstar/The Xcerts 
Millenium Music Ha« 0871 230 1094 

[DUBLMBBBBI^^M 
The low Anthem Vicar St 
00 3531 889 49Q0_ 

EXETER "[iBBBBBBI 
Stornoway/Beth Jeans Houghton 

Pltoenix 01392 667080_ 

[GATESHEAD "S^^B^^B 
Hand Griffith Sage Arena 

0870 703 4555_ 
[GLASGOW 
The Auteur ivory Blacks 
0141 221 7871 
Enter Shikari King Tut's Wah Wah 

HU 0141 221 5279 

Imogen Heap 02 ABC 
0870 903 344 4 WA 
Throats/Attars 13th Note Café 

01415531638 
White Hills/Pontiak Captain’s Rest 
0141 3312722 _ 
[ GUILDFORD 

Dol a The KWcs Boileroom 
01483440022 

» 
\ ! 

LEEDS ̂ ^^BBB 
Big Band Byrne Bnxlenell Social 
Club 0113 243 5866 
The Eden House The Subculture 
0113 2450689 

Milte Snow Stylus 01132 431/51 
Story Of The Year Cockpit 

0113 244 3446_ 
[ LIVER POOL 
Mds in Glass Houses 02 Academy 2 
0870771 2000 WA_ 
F LONDON 
By Definition Hope 8 Anchor 
0207354 1312 

Decapitated 02 Islington Academy 
0870 771 2000 WA 

Exit/Alex Stork/The Dead 
Delta/Mantango Dublin Casi Ie 

02074851773 
Feeder Hoxton Square Bar 8 Kitchen 
020 76130709 
Johmtygonehomt/Player Plano/ 
The Daylight Faded/The Sundogs 
93 Feet East 020 7247 6095 
Joshua Radin/Aian Pownall/ 
The Boy Who Trapped The Sun 
Barfly 08?0 907 0999 *14 
Los Bastardos Finlandeses 
02 Academy 2 Klington 
0870 771 2000 WA 

Ptastfccines Borderline 
020 7734 5547 

Rax Jazz Café 020 7916 6060 
Sugar T And The Swells 
100 Club 020 7636 0933 
Tap Tap/Alr waves/The 
Cavalcades/Ace Bushy Striptease 

Windmill 020 86710700 
fou Me At Six Garage 020 7607 1818 

f MANCHESTER 
Brett Anderson Academy 3 

0161 832 1111 
tan King Band On The Wal 

01618326625 
vampire weekend Apollo 
0870 401 8000 
r NEWCASTLE 
Band Of Skulls Cluny 0191 2304474 

I NEWPORT .^^BÍB^^B 
Massive Attack Centre 
01633 662656_ 

NORWICH "^Bi^Bi^B 
Aisle 16 Arts Centre 01603660352 

I NOTTINGHAM B^B^M 
Twin Atlantic Rode City 

08713 100000_ 
[ OXFORD 

The Kyla Brux Band Bullingdon Arms 
01865 244516 _ 

[PORTSMOUTH 
Eliza Doolittle Cellars 0871 230 1094 

I PRESTON l^BBBB 
Sunshine Underground 53 Degrees 
01 772 893 OOP 
! SHEFFIELD 
Faster Pussycat Corporation 

0114 276 0262 
[southampton'^^^M 
The Funeral Joiners 02380225612 
[STOKI ON TRENT 
Detroit Social Club Sugarmrll 
0V82214991 

[ TIM BRIDGE WELLS *^^BB 
Machine Gun Hippies The Forum 
08712777101_ 

Judy Colllns/Kenny white 
The Duchess 01904 641413 
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FEBRUARY 9 
[BELFAST 
Jamie T Queen's University 

028902451)3 _ 
[ BIRMINGHAM 

Lamb Of God/Job For A Cowboy 
02 Academy 0870 771 2000 WA 
TWkt Atlantic 02 Academy 3 
087Q771 2000 WA_ 
BRIGHTON 

Flghtstar/The Xcerts Concorde 2 

01273673311 
Massive Attack Dome 01273 709709 

The Sylence the Albert 
01273730499 
Tune Yards Freebutt 01273 603974 

t BRISTOL *■■■■■■■ 
Fanfarto/Jesca Hoop/Race Horses 

Thekla 08713 100000_ 

Los/Chasing Metflna Portland Arms 
01 223 357268 
[cARorr 
Eternal Ocean Barfly 

029 20667658*16 
Flip The Script Buffalo Bar 

02920310312 _ 
[GATESHEAD 

Mariza Sage Arena 0870 703 4555 

I GLASGOW 
Brett Anderson King Tut's wah wah 
Hut 0141 221 5279 
Peter von Poehl Brel 0141 342 4966 
Xavier Rudd 02 ABC 

08/0 903 34 44 WA_ 
f GRIMSBY 
Faster Rissycat Yardbirds Club 
07771520374 

The Auteur Cockpit Room 3 
01132441573 

Blazy Bayley Rios 0844 414 as? 
The Final Sigh Royal Park Cellars 

01132741758 
Matthew Bourne Wardrobe 

0113 222 3434 
MV«E£/Mkk Flower BrudeneD 

SOÕal Chib 0113243 5866 
vampire weekend 02 Academy 

08707712000_ 
[uverpooCI^^^^^^B 
Nazareth 02 Academy 2 

0870 771 2000 WA 
[LONDON 

Backyard Babies 02 Islington 
AcademyOS/O 771 2000 WA 
Black DanM/The Helmholtz 
Resonators/Ono Palindromes/ 

vr Ods Buffalo Bar 020 7359 6191 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS SHOW: 

British Sea Power/These New 
Puritans/Surfer Blood/ 

Sparrow And The Workshop 
Scab 020 78332022 
The Committed/Klla Manjaro 
Dublin castle 020 7485 1773 

Davy Knowles 100 Club 
02076360933 
Dayna Kurtz Slaughtered Lamb 
0208682 4080 

Deathray rrebuchay/The invasion 
Of- Proud Galleries 020 7482 3867 

Hot Club De Parts The Lenngton 
02078375387 

internet Forever Omgwalls 
020 72671577 
Johnny Foreigner King’s College 

02078367132 
Miaos Aberto Underbelly 

O2O76I33IO5 
The K Issaway Trail/tawrence 

Arabia Barfly 0870 907 0999 *14 

Lisa Mitchell Monto water Rats 

0207837 4 412 
Little Comets Borderiine 
0207734 5547 

Mini Viva Jazz Cafe 02079166060 
Musk Go Music Horton Square 
Bar A Kirchen 020 7613 0709 
Pope Joan/We//Are//Anlmal 

white Heat 3 Madame Jo Jo's 
0207734 2473 
Remodel/The Shagmonroes/ 
Mr Kamikazi/uuffx cross Kings 

020 7278 83)8 

WMF 

BRIGHTON 
SPECTRUM ? twna 

01273606906 

Three For A Girl Troubadour Club 
020 73701434 

WlltyVlautlnof Richmond 
Fontaine Romdhouse Û20 7482 7318 
9 Lhes/Fintermen/ 
Mash Attack Hope & Anchor 

02073541312 _ 
[ MANCHESTER 

Band Of Skulls Ruby Lounge 
0161834 1392 

InMe Moho live 0161 834 8180 

The Low Anthem Academy 2 

01618321111 
Yasmin levy Band On The Wall 

01618326625 _ 
[middusbrough^^^M 
Enter Shikari Empire 

01642 Ä3553 _ 
I N EWCASTLE 
Tinchy Stryder 02 Academy 

0870771 2000 WA_ 
NORWICH 
Dervish ArtsCentre 01603660352 
NOTTINGHAM 
SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS TOUR: 
The Uactabees/Bornbay Bicycle 
dub/The Big Plnk/The Drums 
Roc k City 08713100000 
[oxford 
Sivanto 02 Academy 2 
0870771 2000 WA_ 
[PRESTON 
Still Flyln’ The Mad Ferret 
01772 257180 
fREAOtNG~^^^^^^^^H 
Stornoway/Beth Jeans 
Houghton South street Arts Centre 

0118 9606060 
[ SHEFFIELD "^■■■^■■1 

Ocean Colour Scent 02 Academy 
08/0771 2000 WA 

Sunshine Underground/ 
Cosmo Jarvis Plug 0114276 7093 

[SOUTHAMPTON 
Laurel AmeJI-Cullen Hamptons Bar 

07919 253 508_ 
I $T ALBANS 
Suzuka Hom 01727 853143_ 

I wolverkampton'^^M 
Cobra Starship Wutfrun Hall 
01902662121 

Black Paper Cats/Detroit Social 

dub The Duchess 01904 641 413 

Vampire Weekend, 
02 Academy, Leeds 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

NIVIE.COIVI/TICKETS 

THE XX 
STARTS: BRIGHTON KOMEDIA, MARCH 1 

The lo-fi Indie trio prove that there’s life after losing 
fourth member Baria Qureshi by touring their exquisite 
self-titled debut. NME.COM/artists/the-xx 

IDLEWILD 
STARTS: GLOUCESTER GUILDHALL, MARCH 3 

The Scottish quintet with REM-stadium-rock aspirations 
tour with latest album ‘Post Electric Blues’. 
NME.COM/artIsts/UlewUd 

SLAYER 
STARTS: MANCHESTER ACADEMY, MARCH 7 

A treat for all die-hard metal fans. The American thrash 
metal stalwarts head to the UK for a hotly anticipated 
tour. NME.coM/artists/sJayer 

KAKIKING 
STARTS: MANCHESTER ACADEMY, MARCH 7 

The American guitarist who positively out-riffs all her 
male contemporaries heads to the UK for a rare jaunt of 
these Isles. NME.C0M/newmuslc 

FOURTET 
STARTS: MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY, MARCH 11 

Electronic glitch master Kieran Hebden hits the road 
with his latest album ‘There Is Love In You*. 
NME.COM/artists/four-tet 

f G LOCAL NATIVES 
STARTS: LONDON GARAGE, MARCH 13 
Former NME Radar Tour stars Local Natives head back to 
the UK from their LA base following the release of debut 
album ‘Gorilla Manor'. NME.COM/artists/local-natives 

BLACK REBEL 
MOTORCYCLE CLUB 
STARTS: LONDON ELECTRIC BALLROOM, APRIL 14 

The US trio preview new album ‘Beat The Devil’s Tattoo’. 
NME.COM/artists/black-rebel-motorcYCle-club 

LCD SOUNDSYSTEM 
STARTS: BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY, APRIL 26 

James Murphy brings his Soundsystem to the UK to 
support the release of his as-yet-untitled third album. 
NME.COM/artists/lcd-soundsystem 

TRANS AM 
STARTS: LONDON CORSICA STUDIOS, MAY 11 

Having not released a new album since 2OO7’s ‘Sex 
Change’ the American post-rockers showcase new tracks 
at a handful of dates. NME.COM/artists/trans-am 

O2 customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide 
up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at o2.co.uk/priority 
When Priority Tickets are gone, they’re gone. Terms apply. 

O2
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STUFF WE LOVE Edited by Leonie Cooper 

MAFIA NECKLACE 
Made in Thailand out of shiny, 
shiny brass, this Victoriana dress-
up doll necklace has managed to 
find itself on the shopping list of 
former NME Cool List topper Alice 
Glass. Eye-catching, odd and just a 
teeny bit disturbing - much like the 
Crystal Castles frontwoman herself 
- it might come from the MAFIA 
jewellery line, but you shouldn't 
need to worry about waking up with 
a horse's head in your bed if you 
wear one. Supersweet.org 

i 

: 
i 

QCHORD 
nme has spotted both 
Klaxons and Liars cradling ^^^1 
a kitschy QChord recently, but what 
the heck is it? An updated version of 
the cult '80s Omnichord, much beloved of ” 
Karen 0, Grizzly Bear and Kasabian, Suzuki's QChord 
is a digital autoharp that even the most musically 
illiterate of folk can bash out a tune on. thanks to its easy-
to-use chord buttons and sexy strumplate. 
www.suzukieurope.com 

S4NMQ 6Mrvaiy»O>O 

I 

DEADMAU5 
SPEAKER 

W THINGIE 
Yes. ‘Thingie’ to the 
technical term for this 

B diminutive speaker in the 
r shape ofthe ludicrous mouse 

head outfit Canadian producer 
Joel Zimmerman wears when he’s 
performing live as DeadmauS. 
Charged via a USB cable from your 
computer, this soundbox packs 
a pretty decent punch considering 
it's not much bigger than the 
size of a shot glass. A shot glass 
with comedy mouse ears, that is. 
Deadmau5.com 

B 
[ÕNUNESTÕffi 

JAMIE T PLAYING 
CARDS 4
It ain't just Kings & Queens in 
this tasty pack of Jamie T cards 
but Jokers and Jacks too. Let’s 
just imagine Wimbledon's finest 
sits down before each show and 
enjoys a game of snap with his 
backing band The Pacemakers. 
NME.com/store 

¥ IT MIGHT GET 
; LOUD DVD 
: Three guitar gods in your living 
: room? Hell yeah! With ft Might 
: Get Loud it can happen, as 
: filmmaker Davis Guggenheim 
: rallies up Jimmy Page, Jack 
: White and The Edge for a 
: riff-heavy rock star summit 
: exploring their relationships with 
: electricguitars.Amazon.co.uk 

^moono o*«*1* 

£ 

Jamiet ’ 
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ESTABLISHED 1952 

NME EDITORIAL 
(Ol 020 3148 • «Ü 
Editor Krtal Murtsoti 

l*tor*iH Karen waiter (nt 6864) 
ActtatDerarty Editor Hamteh MacBaln (ext 6894) 

Attodate MKtr PinI Stokes (txt 6862) 
Featwet Miter James McMahon (ext 6854) 

Acting Reviews Miter Emiy Mackay (ext 6866) 
Acting Revtews Antetant Ath Dosanjh (4xt 6860) 

News Edtoer Jamie Fullerton (ext 6858) 
Newt Reparier Matt WIRckison (ext 6863) 

New tenate Editor totale Hodgson (ext 68569 

Metern Dteectar Marian Paterson (ext 6889) 
Nepnty Mettre EdNar Zoe Capsuck (ext 6889) 

Mettre Neaenrcher Madeleine Macrae (ext 6888) 

Art Director Joe Frost 
toepaty Art Editer Hobbs? 

Mater Detittar Wayne Hannon 
NetlgMrt Darrte Smith, Michael Chapman 

DvadsctiM tdtenr Mare McLaren (ext 6876) 
CMrfSta-cdHer Sarah lot beringten (ext 6879) 

Senior Sta*Sd>tora Kathy Bal (ext 6878), 
Alan Woodhouse (ext 6857) 

Stt-Edftnr Nathaniel cramp (ext 6381) 

NME.COM 
E^ter-kKhtef Ignite Online Anthony Thornton 

EAtor David Moynihan 
»epaty Ititor lake Lewis 

Amtetant Miter Tim Chester 
Mettre Miter Monica Chouhan (txt 6852) 

Producer Wil Hawker (ext 6909) 

stamps stuii; 

stamps, 
10 stam; 

sei 

ADVERTISING 
6th8toor,Mnef1nMMtog,llOSowChwarkStoMt, 

London UMI 
Onto Advertising Dteoctor Andrew Goldsmith (ext 6700) 
Draw Advertising Dkvcter*s PA Tribha Shukla (ext 6733) 

Head of Agency Eaten hob Freeman (ext 6708 
Commercial Dev Manager Neil McSteen (ext 6707} 

Ad Managar Chris Dicker (ext 6709) 
Display A oaNne Cate« Record Labels 

Francesca Glover (ext 6704h Jede Oovsf leid (ext 6706b 
victoria Bel (ext 6703) 

Live Ado Exocathre Emma Martin (ext 6705) 
Mgteal Media DateneesDimeter Andrew sanders 

(ext 6716) 
Spentoroblp 8 brand Mvtioas Director 

Peter Edwards (ext 6723) 
SpentorsMp 8 Brand Mations Droop Head 

Anna Vercoe (ext 6725) 
Sponsorship • Brand Dotations Itaaagero 

Jonathan Boakes (ext 6722), 
Chris Dehaney (ext 6724), 

hob Hunt (ext 6721) 
EponsarshipS Brand Mottoes Prefect 

teano«er Shanna Barker (ext 6726) 
Head Of iMgM Lynn Springen (ext 7634) 
inoigM Btenager verity Amos (ext 6732) 

signed copy of ‘Screamadelica’, a signed 
vinyl copy of ‘Power, Corruption And 
Lies’ and an extremely limited-edition 
First Day Cover signed by Led Zep’s 
Jimmy Page to give away, as well as 
blown-up copies of each of the Primal 
Scream, New Order and Led Zeppelin 
stamps. To be in with a chance of 
winning correctly answer this question: 

Which band recorded the 1960s 
track ‘Send Me A Postcard? 

To enter the competition 
£OtoNME.COM/win' 

THE NME CROSSWORD 

4 

Ad Pradnction Alec Short (ext 6736) 
Ctaseinod Sates Director Sharon Kirby (ext 2601) 

copy Contact Sophia Saivotra (ext 2SU) 
SyndkatiM Manager Nicola BearierSvffolk (ext 5478) 
Sabocriptitew Mariteting Exec Phil Jackson (ext 6298) 

WINABAGOF 
NME SWAG 

[w 

INNOVATOR - INSERT SALES 
Ad Manager Zoe Freeman (ext 3707) 

Acenant Executive Roxanne Bllhips (ext 3709) 

PUBLISHING 
Creep Prodnction Manager Becky Goode 

Prodnetion CantraNer lisa Clay 
Read of Marketing Tim Pearson (ext 6773) 

Martctteg teenager Justine Geldard (ext 6775) 
Events Assistant Tom Dobbs (ext 6778) 

Di^W Marketing Manager Alex Stiles (ext 6770) 
HeadOfPR.iMtetNlcote woods (ext 6779) 

tateewationalEdklons Slriilya Nawalkar(ext 5490) 
Pobllsher Faith Hll (ext 6833) 

Editorial Dteecter Steve Sutherland 
Director of Mgttte DeveiwMMtit Kevin Heery 
Digital Development Manager Mike Dixon 

PwMtoblng Director Paul Cheat 
Managtet obectmto M Elizabeth Piedot (ext 6751) 

g IK taopte«, Prodnction Of Any Material without 
P mnl eaten M Strictly ForMAAen 

IPC INSPIRE ^recycle 
S5SSSSÄI. 

CLUES ACROSS 
1*29A See this documentary 
*0n Your Own’ and ‘To The End* -
‘There’s No Other way’. And this 
has gone as far as It can 
(2-8-4-2-3J 
8 Holding on until a Green Day 
number comes on (7) 
9 Biff y Clyro’s new part in a 
soap (7) 
11 Ned’s Atomic Dustbin put the 
usual question to someone 
(3-3-6) 
12*250 Baa lamb butchered by 
Los Lobos (2-5) 
13 _ Spirit, band fronted by 
Líela Moss (4) 
15 The Cramps* album is perhaps 
as sticky (4-4) 
21 is the cover of this Sonic Youth 
album also to a certain extent 
torn? (6-6) 
22 RustY _ of Steve Strange's 
visage or Kian _ of westlife (4) 
24 1 belted around from Linkin 
Park (5-2) 
25 Human League spin-off act, 
partly befuddled, they then 
became Heaven 17 (1-1-1) 
27 Techno act seen in Chalfont St 
Giles (3) 
29 (See 1 across) 
31 Bon Jovi guitarist appearing as 
Rambo perhaps (7) 
32 This song goes from back to 
front for Travis (4) 
33 "Rock to the rhythm and bop to 
the beat of the radio". Kings Of 
Leon (4) 
34 Prog rock band for whom 
'grumpy old man' Rick Wakeman 
played keyboards (3) 

CLUES DOWN 
1 Band writes tunes, possibly, for 
Futureheads album (4-3-8) 
2 “ Would you choose the wa ter 
over wine, hold the wheel and 
_ ", a question of road sense 
from incubus (5) 
3*26D World Party with idiots on 
board (4-2-5) 
4 Starts off in Argentina to find 
one of The Zombies (6) 
5 Stage musical set in Berlin, the 
film version starred Liza Min el II 
(7) 
6 Mr Hudson books his old 
backing band (7) 
7 Their numerous albums indude 
‘Bend Sinister’ and ‘imperial wax 
Solvent’ (4) 
10 Someone to prey on the 
victims of Throwing Muses (5) 
14 1 take remix from The Ting 
Tings (5) 
16 Record label founded by The 
Beatles (5) 
17 she once led the ‘Diamond Life’ 
and is now to become a ‘Soldier 
Of Love’ (4) 
18 Led Zeppelin album included In 
disco dancing (4) 
19 (See 28 down) 
20 Kinks album ‘Arthur’ which 
was subtitled ‘The Decline And 
Fall Of The _ Empire’ (7) 
23 The Eels flowering into stars 
with album ‘Daisies Of The_ ’ 
(6) 
25 (See 12 across) 
26 (See 3 down) 
28*190 Soul legend who was 
'(Sluin' on) The Dock of The Bay’ 
(4-7) 
30 Look embarrassed at having 
a Guillemots album (3) 

20 

JANUARY 9 ANSWERS 

ACROSS 
1*29D*33A what Woteti 1 Want? Sky, 6*23A Umbo 
Panto, 9*iSA two weeks, 10 Midnight, 11 tzzo, 
12 Opera, 13 Ryan, 14 Mason, 17 Head, 18 Yoko, 
21*41A Tarot sport, 25 Ash. 26 Ooh la, 27 Naomi, 
31 RAK. 34 Travis, 36 Anka, 38 Negro. 
DOWN 
1-40A with Or Without You, 2 Atone, 3 Wombats, 
4 Under The Pink, 5 Dolt Again, 7 Intimacy, 
8 Buzzcocks. 16 Earth, 19 Oasis, 20*300 Oh My God, 
22 Tearing. 24 Tom, 28 Omgo, 32 As, 35 Rio. 37 Ys, 
39 Go. 

COMPIÜD BY 
Thetw Hungerford 
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MANI 
The ex-Stone Roses 
man is down with 
taxidermy and full¬ 
body skin suits 

y 
Do you think you’D ever do anything 
creative again? 
“One never knows what’s around the 
corner, you know? I might get hit by 
a bus this afternoon!” 

H ello, Mani. I understand you’re calling today from the 
British Music Experience 
exhibition at London’s 02. 
"(Improbably chirpy) How 

are you, my friend?! You OK, yeah? Well 
do you know what, it’s amazing here. I’m 
flabbergasted at how good it is!” 

I’d rather people didn't say these things 
because one day, In-between the 
interview happening and it appearing in 
print, some hapless rock buffoon will 
actually get hit by a bus, then everyone 
will say I am ’insensitive’ even though it’s 
entirety the fault of a careless pop star. 
"But you just don’t know, do you? It 
could happen tomorrow!” 

This must be a relief considering 
you’ve agreed to do a press interview 
on its behalf. 
"It’s no problem, mate! I’m really 
impressed with it, it’s great.” 

MANI! 
“Anything could happen! I could wake 
up tomorrow and write ‘Bohemian 
Rhapsody’ and change the face of music. 
Anything can happen in this life, you 
just have to keep an open mind and an 
open heart and see what happens." 

Paint NME readers a picture of what it’s 
like inside. 
"Well, it’s got the most amazing array of 
outfits, guitars and paraphernalia from 
every era of British music. Fvejust been 
having a look at Bowie's ‘Ashes To 
Ashes’ gear, Hendrix’s stuff, Mick 
Jagger, The Who„ amazing. Absolutely 
brilliant. What struck me was how small 
all these icons of rock’n’roll are. They’re 
tiny, but with gigantic, monolithic, er...” 

ITEMS WE’D 
LIKE FOR OUR 
VS ROCK PEN 
EXF j d N I □ MCE 

Penises? 
“Talents! Within that small frame. Small 
geezers got to try harder 
mate! That’s what it is!" 

How tall are you? 
"I’d probably fit right into 
that ‘small geezers having to 
try harder’ bracket I’m five 
foot six or something!” 

I “WHEN I’M GONE, YOU 
CAN STUFF ME OR TURN 
Ï ME INTO DOG FOOD. 

I DON’T GIVE A SHIT” 

A PEN ONCE HELD BY JAMES FROM 
HA DOUX EN! 
Legend has it that this writing 
Implement was once used to write 
some of the lyrics to a song that didn’t 
make It onto the first Hadouken! 
album. We’ll pay: £2.50 

This means that at least 
when you're shopping for trainers you 
can get the better designs, as it is an 
established fact that women's trainers 
are better than men’s. This is not 
a barrier for little people like you. 
“That’s it, if you’re compact and bijou, 
you’ve got a lot more scope, yeah?” 

As part of your visit today you delivered 
some memorabilia to the exhibition. 
What old tat did you get rid of? 
“I’ve found some stuff from the Roses 
days behind the bloody couch, and the 
full paint-splashed suit from that iconic 
Kevin Cummins photo. Well, that was 
in a carrier bag in what I call the Black 
Hole Of Calcutta - which is the 
cupboard under my stairs. I dug them 
out and went, ‘Fuck me!’, because I didn’t 
know they were there. It’s safer in a 
museum rather than some smackhead 
burgling my house and stealing it, 
you know?” 

If the exhibition people said, ’The thing is 
Mani, we’re very grateful for your old 
clothes etc but the space we really want 
to be moving Into Is taxidermised rock 
personalities’, would you donate your 
body to the exhibition so they could stuff 
and mount you at a later date? 
“I’d say ’absolutely, mate’. No problem! 
I’d rather that than be slammed in the 
ground and be worm food!” 

Did you want to donate your stuff to the 
exhibition or was someone just nagging 
you to tidy up at home? 
“I'm often getting collared for being a 
hoarder of complete crap. I was forced to 
bin loads of old magazines... all the old 
documents from the Stone Roses' court 
case. I had a skip full of rubbish!” 

You held onto them for 20 years? 
“I find it hard to let things go, but there’s 
a point in time where you’ve just got to.” 

66NME 6 February 2020 

APEN ONCEHELD BYMADONNA 
According to the certificate of 
authenticity, this pen would have been 
used to write one of Madonna’s 
terrible children's books and perhaps 
to a note for the deaner along the 
lines of, “Sorry, blocked toilet, suggest 
you use coat hanger”. Well pay: £40 

If they said, ’Instead of stuffing you, we 
make your skin into an all-over bodysuit 
for a small person to wear around the 
exhibition, turning it Into a cross 
between Disneyland and The Silence Of 
The Lambs’, what would you say? 
“Now that would be interesting, 
wouldn’t it? Do you know what, when 
I’ve shuffled off, mate, you can do what 
you want with me! I don’t give a shit!” 

Does being part of Tock history* make 
you feel like an old git? 
“It makes me feel great to be alive! If 
anything I feel energised! I feel 14 again! 
It lets me know that I’ve managed to do 
one thing right in my life, at least” 

What was the one thing? 
“Joining a band and hopefully doing my 
bit to change British music!” 

It would certainly be a talking point 
“Turn me into dog food for all I care!' 

Are you still changing the face of British 
music or is your creativity in the past? 
“We’re more relaxed. Now it’s not so 
much on dictating messages to people, 
it’s just about having a good time.” 

APEN 0NCEHE1D BY NATHAN 
FOLLOW*! 
Rock folklore suggests that this pen 
may (or may not) have been used to 
absentmindedly draw a random shape 
duringaphone call. We’ll pay: 7p 

Used to write an unsolicited, pompous 
and self-regardingl2-page letter to 
a world leader such as Barack Obama. 
We’ll pay: £2-£3 

A PENCIL ONCE HEID BY OWL CITY 
Owl City refuses to use pens. “They're 
the work of the Devil,” notes the 
wishy-washy pop lunatic Well pay: on 
account of non-pen status we expect 
this Item to be gifted to the Peter 
Robinson Versus Rock Pen Experience. £ 
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