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It s not ashamed
to be pop art

GERARD WAY ON MY CHEMICAL
ROMANCE’'S NEW DIRECTION

“MELON SHARDS
HIT ONE OF
THE CHOIR”

THESE NEW PURITANS ON THE
PERILS OF PLAYING ‘HIDDEN’ LIVE

I want to be ltke a boot stamping
on a buman face forever

COMRADE ANDERSON FROM THE MINISTRY OF SUEDE REVEALS

13/11/2010

THEIR NEW CROWD-PLEASING POLICIES

“THE CROWD
WENT ‘LOU

LOUP WHICH
UNFORTUNATELY
SOUNDED LIKE
‘8OO, BOOP”

TS NOT ALL FUN FUN FUN WHEN
DAMON WORKS WITH LOU REED

“BANDS ARE ALL
REALLY PUSSY
THESE DAYS”

MAGNETIC MAN SHOW THE ROCK
STARS HOW IT’S DONE. HEROES!
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ON REPEAT

THE SOUNDS RATTLING ROUND THE SKULLS
OF THE NME STAFF THIS WEEK

LAURA MARLING

PRODUCED BY JACK WHITE
Blues Run The Game

It makes perfect sense. One doesn t believe in the benefits

of technology, the other scems to hail from a time where the
heighe of techwas a hand-cranked mangle. Finally, Laura
Mariing s sessions from Jack White s studio surface, and they re
as guilclessly natural as the product of a 25-minutc recording
session should be  just Laura, a guitar and background clatter.

This track is guilelessly

natural just Laura,
a guitar and clatter

Jack s Third Man
Records 1s the Sun Records
of 1ts day: a place where the
tmmediate sonic snapshot
of the artist tells its own
story. Both songs here are
covers: the A-side Blues
Run The Game, originally

by troubled singer Jackson C Frank, backed with Neil Young s
The Needle And The Damage Done, about his friends freefall
mnto heroin addiction 1n the 70s. As the new folk scene sn t full
of raving skagheads just yet, the poignancy here hies elsewhere;
they ve both been absorbed into a wider folk fexicon, just as
Marling s elegantly modern Brit-folk descrves tobe. Tt almost
goes without saying that she makes both songs utterly her own,
her sagacious voice warm and fluttery, occasionally cracking
like the wood fire that Jack probably uses to power his studio.
Breathtaking. Laura Snapes, Assistant Reviews Editor
Stream exclusively on NME.COM for one week only

CLOUD CONTROL

The Rolling Stones

These Aussies met performing in The
Pirates Of Penzance, and this song proves
light operas foss is drone-pop s gain,
With euphoric vocals over a simple loop,
the song is no tribute to Keefand co, but
it delivers plenty of satisfaction,

Paul Stokes, Associate Editor
Download exclusively from NME.COM now

AMY WINEHOUSE

It’s My Party

She may be singing behind the beat in
away anyone who has seen Rehab live
will be familiar with but, by the ad-libs at
the end, the distinction between

Amy and nine zillion pitch-perfect

X Factorites 1s clear, as 1s the reason why
people will always, always care.

Hamish MacBain, Assistant Editor

On YouTube how

SUUNS

Arena

Montrcal post-punk types Suuns debue
has been as difficult to dislodge from
the stereo as the granules clogged in our
turneabic grooves since Dirty Pretey
Things came in. Arena is Metronomy
gone Radio 4 via dark Franz, Promising,
Jamie Fullerton, News Editor

On secretlycanadiai.com now

FOREST

On Your Way

Swedens Service label, home to The
Tough Alhance, has mellow vibes {yes,

T did) nailed. Nostalgic ike Aricl Pink
but sweeter, Forest create a hallucinatory
carousel feel with natty harmonica.
Emily Mackay, Reviews Editor
Download exclusively from NME.COM now

FANG ISLAND

FEATURING ANDREW WK
Patterns On The Wall

Basically, anything to dowith Andrew
WK is going to be cither brilliant or

dogshit thems the breaks when you
happen to be a genus. Happily, thisis a
corker, somchow mutating from a fo-fi
Jay Reatard-style singalong into a hands-
in-the-air hair-metal anthem in four
mcaty minutcs,

Mike Williams, Features Editor

On stereogum.com now

SMITH WESTERNS

Weekend

This beguiling taster from the Chicago
reprobates second album, Dye It
Bionde is the sound of Smith Westerns
gomng global. You can, like, bear the
vocals and everything now! Undeniably
agreat thing.

mMatt Wilkinson, News Reporter

On pitchfoerk.com now

KID CUDI FEATURING CAGE
AND ST VINCENT

Maniac

Indic s favourite rapper went on Late
Night With Fimmy Fallon and brought
along some friends. On Maniac, his
croak is thrown into relief by a punchy
Cage verse and background warbling
from fellow Brooklynite St Vincent.
Luke Lewis, Deputy Editor, NME.COM
On YouTube now

PRIMARY 1 FEATURING
HARRY TUTTLE

Never Know

The pop professor enlists the help of
Harry Tuttle akaLate Of The Piers
Sam Eastgate andsome elastic bass
stolen off Jacko s Just Good Friends for
his squelchiest effort yet.

Tim Chester, Assistant Editor, NME.COM
Dowiload exclusively from NME.COM now

THE PAINS OF BEING

PURE AT HEART

Heart In Your Heartbreak

Calling this taster from the New
Yorkers second album hugely
anticipated 1s1n this case justified, as

a) TPOBPAH cleverly disappeared from
view just as the wider world was starting
to fall for them, and b) this 1s yet more
cffortless and beautiful gaze-pop.

Liam Cash, writer

On pitchfork.com now

13 November 2010 NME'J



UPFRONT

WHAT'S HAPPENED AND WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MUSIC THIS WEEK

Edited by Jamie Fullerton

k A ... .\.-d‘.: »
A ‘ N :
\ - ﬁg \0\\"\
\ka / \\ :



http://ebook-free-download.net/

ONE VERY BIG
WEEKEND

Babyshambles’ return; Egyptian Hip Hop’s
chalet mash-ups — the first ever NME
Weekender event hits Camber Sands hard

MAIN It s November 3, Victona on Saturday afternoon. Hot
firceworks splutter cops in non-regulfatton uniforms are

EVENT overhead, but beating a hapless cheat, and a Hell s
theres a looser Granny is ambfing about. This is weird.

cannon possibly sct  As is sceing Manchester rapper Envy
to explode tomght playing to a bemmused gathering

at the maugural wrestling their ears around her

NME Weekender at Pontins, Camber  ludicrously fast verses.
Sands. It s Babyshambies and this 1s Egyptian Hip Hop are offictally good
their first big gig since August, amid valuc. Keyboard player Alex gets
rumours of the band net piggybacked onto the NME
rehearsing in months. ‘VrEw From Radar Stage, and as he

But before Monsieur ‘THE ROWD whispers and yabbers, he
Doherty turns up, London sounds ncreasingly like Liars
four-prece Fiction grace the Angus Andrew. Then, halfway
Main Stage upstairs. Tt s hke through Chapel Clubs

singalong-heavy set, one tweet
dissipates: Secret gig from
Egyptian Hip Hop 1n their
chalct. Pecring through the
suspicious fug that seeps from
Room 192, they re jamming

they re getting to grips with

a particularly advanced jigsaw
puzzle; but the pieces  bits of
Talking Heads spikiness and
Echo & The Bunnymens
grandeur are all there.

After Flats cancel due to ] their doomiest, mathiest stuff
illness and The Eighties Natalle Shaw,  yet, that, according to Alex,
Matchbox B-Line Disaster Bethnal Green s going to inform their
splitup onstage  Thisisour  “Egyptian HipHop  more experimental debut
last ever show. Nice to meet were really album. Its possible that
you, says frontman Guy impressive, It's experimental wont

MecKmght between their slabs incredible that  stretch to playing the
of psychobifly confirmations  they're producing  ironing board though, as

in: His Lordship has arrived. music that they do this evening
It might take 15 minutes for experimentaland ~ Main Stage headliners British
him to matcrialisc onstage, interesting at such ~ Sca Power arc their reliably
but when Babyshambles ayoungage. | can't charming, anthemic selves,
appear, theyre flabbergasting. ~ waittoseewhat  forsaking their regular roft
Its that same ol Shambles happens next for  bear collaborator for a fox man
jangle aside from a cover of them. Trash Talk  instead. Then the security
Joy Divisions Shes Lost stood out for me  rank acrass the front row
Control that segues into The  too. It's the first  swells to eighe-strong. Trash
Man Who Came To Stay time I've seen them  Talk are on. Within seconds
but those rumours that theyre  liveanditwasse  of leaping into the befuddled
on the rocks? Unfounded. much fun. They  crowd, singer Lees got a
Tonight Babyshambics arc a really kicked the  bloody gash across his
proper functioning band crowd into shape”  forehead, where the mic gor
again, and Petes certainly hold of 1t, he tells us later.
more at case than last time he graced Whispers that they might be planning a
amain stage. We collar a sweaty Drew  chalet gig are sadly unfounded. We
McConncll later. What s happening? were gonna play, he says the following
We ve been rehearsing, and were morning, but thought the floor might
writing at the moment. Pete s grot a lot cavein our PA could kill the people
of new songs, but he s working on an below us. Their night docsn t end there
exaiting project in France I cant say though almost everyone the next
‘ what so were gving him grace. morning mumbles shellshocked stories
Mat ple: W' mate : ' With Pontins reeling from Friday of partying with Trash Talk. A baptism
1t! Pete brings ) . : ' mght, the pub quiz kicks off 1n the of fire indeed. See you next year.

Babyshambdes back,

This page from top:

i . Those rumours that they re on

s e the rocks? Unfounded. Tonight
; ehefore ) ‘

g v e o Babyshambles are a proper

bloody Trash Talk ' ‘ﬁtmtzonz.ng bdnd dgdm

WORDS; LAURA SMAPES PHOTOS: DAMNY NORTH
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UPFRONT

“WE’VE DONE IT ALL
BY OURSELVES...”

Fast-rising plaid-rockers Yuck have been getting sweaty for their eagerly
anticipated debut album — locked away in a small room in their folks’ house

“In Max's house we had
to Move €0 an cven
smaller room because

ail the neighbours started
complaining,” Yuck
frontman Dan Blumberg
savs dejectedly of the
debut album making process tor the hoily
tipped London four-picce - which took place
mainly in the home of guitarist Max Bloom's
folks. He's seemingly unaware that 24 hours
non stop of Dinosaur Jr- and Silver Jows sevle
guitar-sledgery isn’t going to go down well
with the two-point four-children families

of Iiinchley. N3.

“And it was the hottest part of the summer
to0o,” he continucs, without a flinch,
remembering the conditions in the Bloom Srs’
abode.  So we're in there doing the guitars
and all the amps were heating up because of
the valves. I'd spend ages getting the sound
right and then have to run out the room to get
some breath. Max was hardcore — he slaved
away 1m that room. [ e sweated for this!”

Alchough things remained decidediy
cramped and chaotic for them throughout,

IN THE
WORKS

they’re keen to admit they weren't slouches.
The band, completed by Japanese bassist
Mariko Doi and fuzz-haired drummer Jonny
Rogoff, tried out upwards of 30 songs -
including a previous NME Track Of The
Week 'Rubber’ —with many a-tracklisting

mastering from Texas-based Matt Pewnce.
The band say he’s prerty much the only
outsider to have got his mitts on the
record. “We've basically done everyrhing
oursclves,” Dan explaimns. "1 he arework,
everything. We know what we want to <lo

being drawn up, ripped up and

re written. Max: “Tiven last week,
we were hike, ‘Shit! ‘Stutter’ should
be on the record’ So we recorded 1t,
and then we did a few more — one
called ‘Milkshake’. We scem to be
much faster at producing songs

than getring them out there.”

The band's gameplan was a simple
one: to merge the poppiest slacker-
guitar sounds ever with 1 more
distorted, shitbag approach. As
Dan puts 1t: “All we needed to
do was to get the sound from
our heads onto the record.”

A few demos already out there -
‘Automartic’. ‘Georgia’, ‘Suicide
Policeman’ — have made 1t straight
to the finished product without
any real modifications, bar a bit of

THE

SDETAILS

Tithe: TBC
Released:
January 2011
Recorded:
Max's parents’
house in Finchley
and Dan's house
in Meswell Hill
Produced by:
The band
Songs include:
‘Automatic’,
‘Georgia’, ‘Suicide
Policemar’,
‘Milkshake',
‘Stutter’

50 it's trrelevant what anyone
else savs We acrually tried 1o
avoid having discussians with
people about ic. We didn’t
wunt anything ro interrupt
our flow whatsoever.”

“Wait," he continues, stopping
deac in his tracks before raising
a craggy smile. “Actually, what
I meant o say was the real reason
we did it this wav 1s because when
we do the second record in a g,
proper studio — one with control
rooms and corridors and Jim
O’Rourke and whutever — we can
all be like. “Yeah. we've really
progressed, haven't we?™”

Head to NME.COM/artists/yuck
Sor a video interview with the band

New Vodafone Freebees
on Pay as you go

300 texts and 500MB of web access free when
you top up £10

vodafone.co.uk/get-textandweb

power to you
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ALBARN

New Gorillaz, new Blur, new “something next
year” — he’s still as busy as ever

You're bringing
Gorillaz back to the
UK —did the US
shows work out OK?

“lt was so much fun. It’s very weird,

I haven't played out of England in that
way for along time - 10, 12 years —and
Americawasalways suchastruggle with
Blur, even though we had a wonderfully
loyal cult following. Writing in the
language that I do, workingin America
is— [ have to say - a very aice noveley.”

A perfect day, if you're Lou Reed.
Must be exciting te have such
alegend joinyour band.

“Ohyeah, Lou’s become avery, er, sort
of benevolent force for us now. At
Madison Square Garden the wholc
crowd was going “Lou, Lou! which
sounds like ‘boo, boo’, unfortunarely.”

We don’t imagine he’s the kind of
guy who would find that funny.
“IIe’s up for it. Everyone gets on really
well, which is ridiculous really, if you
think about the logistics. Lou Reed and
Kano and Bashy and Bobby ¥omack
all hanging out together. And Mark E
Smith and Neneh Cherry are going to
do some European dates.”

Where did you find Daley, who
sings onnew single ‘Doncamatic
(All Played Out)'?

“My missus got onto him ‘cos our mate
Nelson was round our house onc evening
and played us a YouTube clip of Daley
doing a session, and he was just so cool.

1 think he's a bit of a starin the making.
Not to sound oo Simon Cowell”

That song’s out this month, but
‘Stylo’ is still the signature tune
for Gorillaz 2010, isn’t it?

“That is a legitimate radio song but
EMI made us release it before we were
readly, because theywantedittobe in
the last financial quarter or something.
It didn’t sound ltke anything else on the
radio so it didn't get played.”

Are Gorillaz sitting on abig stash
of new material?

“I’ve been recording a new record on the
road, which I'm going to try and put out
before Christmas. It's astudio album
made in hatel rooms round America.”

How is it possible to capture the
distinctive Gorillaz soand in
ahotel room?

“I've made itonaniPad -1 hope I'll
be making the first record on an iPad.
Which is ironic, being the sort of
technophobe and Luddire thar I am.
But I fell in love with myiPad as soon
as I gotit, so I've made a completely
different kind of record.”

Sois it Gorillaz-y or more Blur-y?
What does it sound like?

“1t’s probably more American-sounding
than Blur. It sounds like an English voice
that has been put through the vocoder
of America”

But when you're writing these
new songs, do some of them feel
like Blur songs?

“T’ve got alot of songs that will always
only be comfortable in the context of
Blur because they belong to that part
of my heart and my life. But as for a new
album, [ have very strong loyalties to
my past and I den't believe you should
do something just because there’s
ademand forit.”

What can we expect from youin
2011 — another opera’

“I’m doing something next year about
asubject that's really close to my heart.”

Whichis...?
“No, I'm not telling you what it is.”

INTERVIEW: SOPHIE HEAWOOD PHOTO: ANDY WHITTON
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SERGE TO
THE CINEMA
Serge from
Kasabian has done
the soundtrack for
new Brit fitm London
Boulevard - out on
November 26, Colin
Farrell, Keira
Knightley and Ray
winstone ail appear
in the movie. Sounds
pretty empire to us

You
Wuar?

“It was ane of the
most disgusting
moments in
my presidency”
George W Bush
finally responds
to Kanye's 2005
“George Bush
doesn’t care about
black people”
outburst. Could
equally apply
to ‘808s &
Hearthreak’, mind

WOMEN: OVER

Calgary band split up onstage
while dressed as scary things

And we thotight music was supposed to bring people together...
But on Halloween night (October 31), Women announced they were
splitting during a show in Victoria, Canada.

The band had a huge bust-up during the gig before the
announcement, which was made all the mare amusing because they
were in full Halloween costumes. “We're breaking up right now.

You're all going to see our last show,” guitarist Patrick Flegel declared.

What exactly were they fighting about? The band went into their
shells after the smash-up, but their manager told us that, “The hand
Women is exhausted and are in need of a break from touring. They
have experienced a lot of stress recently, and this cuiminated in a
disastrous public canflict. Band members have been suffering from
poor health, and are in near-exhaustion... the personal health of
these individuals forces this deciston.” Hey, at least they can Join the
reformation brigade in a couple of years' time,

BZCAUSE IT WORKED FOR SKUNK ANANSIE

This week: Puhlp

Rumours of 2 Pulp recunion have been switling for ages (well,
every time Jarvis Cocker said “mavhe in the furure, we're
always getting offers...” about it in an mterview for his solo
albums, anyway). so Lhere was a sensc of inevitabilicy about
the Sheffield indie legends announcing this week that they
will be gigging neat year.

All six original members are on board and the band are
alrcady confirmed for Primavera Sound 1n Spain on May 27
and Wircless in London on July 3. Were guessing a Glasto
slot could be on the cards, tee. So we'll see them nexe
summer for “Disco zo11), and 1n the meantime, keep an eye
out for next week'’s NME for mere reaction on che reunion.
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FT

« Another example
there of GGBB -
great guy, bad band

« A T4 presenter

informed us last

year of this useful
term

« Based on recent
Versuses, James
Blunt might be the
uttimate GGBB
although he is not,
strictly, in a band.
He is his own entity

DOLS

14 NME 13 November 2010

PETER CIQBH\TSON‘US

CHESTER

BENNINGTON

The Linkin Park vocalist on unitards, boxes
and the difficulty of British music fans

Hello, Chester.
Hello!

Your talking veice makes you
sound rather young.

My wafe and T have a joke that I am
aliving Peter Pan,

Whether you wear green tights at
home is not really my business.
Thats right!

But we re both men, Chester, We
should be able to discuss this.

Tm not ashamed!

Have you ever worn tights?
(Awkward laugh)

I wore tights at school, for the
purposes of rattling through
a Shakespeare play.

Right.

I won t lie, they felt quite good.
Bur there s nothing quute as
humiliating as a unitard.

Hovw do you think Linkin Park
are perceived in the UK? Do you
see your fanbase having changed?
Well, I think it s interesting. There
arc unique arcas where we have fans
who I think we have to work a little
harder to keep them interested, or to
get them incerested at all. France,
New York, LA, but I think particularly
the UK. Those arce the places wherce
people are a little more reserved and
maybe er {floundering for polite term
for rude ) sceptical.

Ft must be more rewarding when
those countries eventually do like
you. A bit like chatting up a nun.
To win somconc over is awesome, Ies
much more fulfilling to chase down the
girl you really want whos not too casy
as opposed to the girl who takes her
pants off as soon as you look at her.

Which countries take their pants
off first?

(Laugh9 T dont know! I dont think
about countres like that.

What about Spain?
1 dont feel comfortable pigeonholing
our entire fanbase in a country.

Sensible. You are associated with
a2 moment eight years ago
Its interesting because the success of

Hybrid Theory has been a real

blessing as well as a major pain in the
ass. We put ourselves 1n a little box and
we ve been taking steps to expand our
world as much as possible.

Are you expanding within the

box or have you stepped outside it

to expand inside a different one?
T like to think we burned the box

What colour was the box?

(Continuing regardiess) People always
ask us, How do you classify Linkmn
Park nu-metal, rock, alternative? and
honestly I want 1t to be almost
impossible. T like that people dont
know what we are. If we tned to make
an album to please everyone 1t would be
THE worst album of all time.

‘Would this album be even worse
than your worst album? Which
is your worst album to date?

There are moments on Hybrid
Theory and Meteora that I think
don t pack the punch that we would
The quality that we have on Minutes
To Midnight and A Thousand Suns,
for example.

‘Would you say they were awful?
T wouldnt say they were both awful,
Id say there s some great moments.

Do you die in a hilarious way in
the new Szw film?

We actually had a really hard time
making my scene because 1t was viewed
as too realistic and too disturbing,

Are you saying that as part of
a publicity scam?
I dont know what makes my scene

more fucked up than whats been done
before, but I hope pecple enjoy 1t.
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The vaccines

Its that time of year
again. We can reveal
that Crystal Castles,
Magnetic “an,
Everything
Everything and The
Vacaines wiil be the
bands heading out on the NME Awards
Tour next year. See right for the full list of
dates and how to get tickets.

The tour kicks off 1n Glasgow on
February 3, and Ethan Karh from

headliners Crystal Castles has told us
that, in titne-honoured form. as the band
heading up the bill, ke s making 1t his
personal mission to help all the others
bond and get over any nerves by playing
the armiable host. We jest, of course
These tours always end up being a
bloody haze of drugs and violence and
madness, T'than said himselfan NME
Tour veteran having been on the NME
New Nose Tour m 2008. T think we }
be attempting to mamtain cur aura of

.

NME AWARDS TOUR B
2011 ANNOUNCED

Crystal Castles, Magnetic Man, Everything Everything and The Vaccines are
gearing up for February’s gigs — and Ethan Kath is planning on keeping things dark

TOUR
NEWS

mystery, keeping ourselves to ourscives
and trving not to 1nfect the other bands
with ot sickness

The Vacanes Justin Young said despite

being firston  aslot previousty held by
Arctic Monkeys, Franz Ferdinand and
Florence among others  he wasnt too
daunted. Tve heard Franz and Arctic
Monkeys have had that slot, \nd
Coldplay, heshrugged. People rarely tell
me about the year Liama Farmers did 1t

Jonathan Fyverything from Fverything

Crystal Castles

» 02 Academy
Glasgow
{February 3)
= Manchester
Academy {4)

- 02 Academy
Newcastie (7)

« Nottingham
Rock City (8)

+ 02 Academy
Leeds (9)

» Norwich UEA (11}
+ 02 Acadeny
Birmingham (12)
« Cardiff University
Great Hall {13)

» 02 Academy
Bristol {15)
= 02 Academy
Bournemouth {t6)
« Brighton
Dome (17)

+ 02 Academy

- Brixton {i9)
Tickets on sale
from Wednesday
{November 10)
at 9am from
NME.COM/tickets

Everything, however, admitted he was
daunted at the prospect of playmg
alongside Magnetic Man while MMs
Skream said he saw [ithans comments
about socralising as 2 challenge rather
than a snub. Tvehad the sickness since
['was about 12, he laughed. Aslong as
they re up for partying, Ill be fine.
I can make anyone party

Keep an eye on NME.COM/awards for
the latest news on the NME Awards zo1r
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FUTURE STARS, BREAKING SCENES, NEW SOUNDS...
Edited by Jairmie Hodgson

il FICTION

Imploding post-punk clichés one angular stab at a time

16 NME 13 November zoro

or a band whosc name aligns them with the
world of stories, tales and glorious fabrication,
Fiction arent so hot at a decent lic.

‘We re backstage at the capitals Scala, where
the London band, only on their second single,
have just warmed up for Warpaint on onc of
the hottest billings of the year. Softly spoken German-born
bassist Danief Djan 1s attempting to explain why he s wearmng
a large 1ron door key on a string round his neck, like some sort
of indie latchkey chuld.

My grandfather owns a castle in Germany, he begins gamely,
and I'm just waiting to find that castle. I keep trying, though,
with every lock when I go on holiday

As grand, mvented rock nroll backstorses go, it s not exactly
Dr Funkenstein and the P-Funk Mothership, but hey, hes
having a go.

To be fair, the facts are exciting encugh at the moment for
Fiction. Their warm, loose and bright sound, on the Talking
Heads-indebted herky-jerky post-punk of Curiosity and the
Maccabees-by-way-of- X TC romance of Phyllis, led to the
aforementioned ladies (who keep flitting through the dressing

room, occasionally breaking into a cheer of 1LOVE
FICTION } handpicking them for their album tour. Next
month they re supporting Klaxons and releasing glinting,
Afropop-tinged, Anthony Rossomando-produced single

Big Things. Onstage, their fluid multi-mstrumental set-up
(Mike Barrett and James Howard share stand-up drum duties
and vocals, whule James splits the guitar wath Mike s brother
Nick) means that their sound never gets stuck in a groove,
branching restlessly off into different styles. If it s hard to pin
down a definite sound, beyond a touch of Yeasayer here,

a snatch of Wild Beasts there, thats not an accident.

If this age is about anything, asserts Mike, itsabout
looking back, 1t s about pastiche, and it s becoming hard to
define what style music 1s any more. Its a complex web of
influences with everyone, and there s no centre of gravity at
the moment  In a struation like this, the only thing you can
do 15 be yourself.

I think we re just motivated by the hook, as an idea, away to
draw people 1n, offers Jamie; while Dan dryly notes, We just
want to revive music.

Weve gotalot on, concludes Nick wryly. Emily Mackay

\j I
« Dan replied to
the band’s advert
for a bassist by
saying he could
also play violin ~
this wasn't true!

« Their gig came
after three
rehearsals,
which Dan

describes as “the
most intense
experience ever”

» Nick gave up
medical training
to focus
on Fiction
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The ‘Buzz

The rundown of the music,
videos, tracks and people setting
the blogosphere on fire this week

VONDELPARK’S
‘HIPPODROME’ VIDEO

The debut video from London (via Surrey)’s new name-on-lips
Vondelpark may have all the antiquated visual cues - low-res shots of
summer days, a sparkling poal and a pre-adolescent girl - to tag
them as the latest nestalgia-baiting chancers, but the sinister,
dubstep drop of ‘Hippodrome® suggests a darker impulse. The vid
doesn't attempt to create an idealised past, instead offering a simple,
unadorned home video assemblage. When combined with
‘Hippodrome”s unnerving musical score, the effect is as incongruous
as it is foreboding; childhood can’t and won't last forever. It says
1996 on the streen, but Vondelpark never sound anything but 2011.

2 JESSIE J'S ‘DO

IT LIKE A DUDFE’

While Pixie Lott might not exactly have done
wonders for obliterating Essex stereotypes,
Jessie J's a future-pop siren cut from

a different kinda polyester. She was, until
recently, a writer for stars like Miley Cyrus,
before creating her own brand of shiny pop
raga, as showcased here on her debut single.

3 SURF CITY’S ‘CRAZY
RULERS OF THE WORLD’
Any band precursing its debut album with

a song entitled ‘Crazy Rulers Of The World’
isn’t short on confidence. We discovered
these Kiwi Jesus And Mary Chain acolytes
while hanging out with The Naked And
Famous in Auckland a fortnight ago, and our
tinnitus hasn’t been the same since,

4 WAP WAP WOW
BECOMING RHOSYN

According to Rose Dagul, WWW is aver. She's
not gone all Pringe on us; rather retiring her
Wap Wap Wow moniker to become Rhosyn,
a solo celle and vox-led project that reminds
us of an operatic Marling taking tea with
Arthur Russell in the English countryside.
surprise, surprise, she’s from Oxford; all hail,

5 RKO’S NEW MIXTAPE

RKO is a 21-year-old from Panama, and like
nothing in the charts at the moment. His key
musical touchstones comprise Rick James,
"90s chorus sculpter Max Martin, and Soulja
Boy. His mixtape - forging his own freak-
crunk-pop cuts with buzzy bangers from the
likes of Willow Smith and Waka Flocka Flame
- breathes hope into 2011's popsphere,
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“BaND
(CRrUSH

Stuart
Braithbwaite,
Mogwai

“I really love
00000's self-titled
EP - it’s ane of the

best I've heard in
years. There's
something really
ethereal and heavy
about it.”

G

This week s
impenetrable

muso slang
decoded

VISUAL KEI
Imagine all the
extras from Adam
And The Ants’
‘Prince Charming’
video making
theatric glam-punk
that makes Semi
Precious Weapons
sound like Belle &
Sebastian, and there
you have Versailles,
the key act in
Japan's latest dress-
up scene, visual kei,

Also see: Dir En Grey |
| Suffering Jukchox label and used to be

and Guild.

MAZES

RADAR

VILLAGE UNDERGROUND, LONDON

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29

. By along distance,
the highlight of
this Vice magazine-
sponsored
Hallowcen party
(most popular
fancy dress theme

= drunk ) arec Manchester/London

quartet Mazes which 1s not bad going

when the headliners are everyone s

favourite irresistible kegger garage

lunatics Black Lips. Resolutely free
from any of the
gormless posturing
infecting some of
the other bands
lower down

tonight s bill,

Mazes 1nstead

display a kind of

effortlessly gracious
lo-fi indie cool: they ve spent most

of the last couple of years touring

everywhere, playing squats and house

parties with fellow travellers Male

Bonding, Times New Viking and

Wavves, but now that smart indie label

Fat Cat have picked them up, Mazes arc

going to start topping bills themselves.

Singer Jack Cooper runs the hip

Without
the latest ina

loveably warped pop acts

n cult Manchester psych-pop act The
Beep Seals, but with Mazes he s really
come into his own, writing feel-good
fuzz-pop songs that are each httle gems
of witty slack rock, powered by a sly
mntelligence and insidious melodies.
Without even seeming like theyre
really trying, Mazes are the latest 1n

a long line of loveably warped pop acts
that streech from chat 1980s
Antipodean rock scene (one particularly
jaunty song tonight 1s even called

L]

rym

Mazes are

line of

Go-Betweens ), through Pavement

and Guided By Voices. Tonight they
play the pick of 2 bunch of songs
released on numerous limited-run
seven-inches and cassettes like the
lurching Bowie Knives or jaunty
Bethesda, proving that they have the
tunes and msouciant charm to win a
permanent place 1n any sane persons
list of most-cherished records, Pat Long
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HE WILD

MY CHEMICAL OMANCE ARE BACK, THIS TIME IN COLOUR! LUKE LEWIS MEETS ROCK’S
RETURNING?-l ROES AS THEY DITCH EMO AND BURN UP THE MUSICAL BADLANDS
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n a slate-grey aftcrnoon
a dead silent west London
suburl, entering the studio
wher NIy Chemical
Romume wy posing for
photigraphs feels like
stepping mes the primary-
colour pages ot a Marvel
comic book. KAPOW! There s bassist Mckey Way,
tiger stripes zig-zagging up his torso. ZAP! Cither side
of him: guitarists Ray “Toro and Frank Tcro, 2 broad-
strokes blur of denim and tattoos.

And at the centre, hands raised high, holding a desert
landscape aloft  ZONK! It s Gerard Way, Stoncs
T hanging off him, bis hair an ink-splash of pillar-box
red. He advances towards me, hand exeended bike a
blade. T half expect his words to float 1n 2 speech
bubble above his head

NAME, rightr Mind if go for a cigarctic firse?

Be my guest. Even superheroes need a fag break.

This is the new My Chemical Romance: the goths
who roared back trom the grave, exploded from black
and white into vivad colour. Their last album, 20065
three-millwon-scliing 1he Black Parade, was a morbid
fantasia about a man dying from cancer. At live shows,
Way would clamber aboard a gurney to declaim such
cheery lines as. I just soggy from the chemo and,

Wouldnt it be great if we were dead?

Tf chat record was a death march, the new onc is
aroad aip. Danger Days: The True Lives Of The
Fabulous Kiiljoys is a needie 1 the red desert race,

a pop -punk Mint 400 that reeks of polished chrome
and scorched engine oil. But it s not cartoonishly
uphcat Benvath the burning rubber fics an allegory of
environmental collapse, a tale of four outlaws battling
a ruthless corporation in the shadow ot a catackysmic

cvent , whrch 1s never specified but scrongly hinted o
be nuclear war. The band call Danger Days  a party
record , but its hardly Agadoo. Tisten caretully, and
its clear that this is the party at the end of the world.

Way says the corporation represents many things
the US government, the B o1l sprll, the temptations
of safe, 30-somcthing rock nroll . But mostly the
tecord s mood of apocalyptic defiance was inspired by
a quote he heard on a Duran Ducan Classic Albuimns
documentars+ We want to be the band thats dancing
when the bomb goes otf. The message being: the
world i+ tucked. but dint lose hope The albums key
comn rpt. b says . Keep runming. Dont ever stop.
Youw zot to heep running to stay free. Swerving
madly irom digi-punk to classical, and crammed wich
ideas, 1t 15 the most deranged, full-chrotde album
released thi