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Our customers can get rity Tickets ke

to see Arcade Fire in Hyde Park
from 9am Wednesday 26 January.
On general sale 9am Friday

Text PRIORITY to 2020 for details

When Priority Tickets are gone, they'te gone. lerms apply. Texts free
from 02 mobiles. 02 customer pre sale ends 8am Friday 28 lanuary,
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ON REPEAT

THE SOUNDS RATTLING ROUND THE SKULLS
OF THE NME STAFF THIS WEEK

(%)

BETH DITTO
| Wrote The Book

Oh, the disco, a sacred space where new freedoms can be
carved out with the flick of 2 hip and the turn of ahecl.

A strobe-spangled altar where a warrior woman of righteous
punk can rerncarnate herself as a high-priestess of love-drunk
hedonism under neon lights that spell ‘'NO POLITICS ON
THE DANCEFLOOR'. Under the sure gmdance of SMD’s
Jas and James, Beth Ditto is stepping into 2011 light of foot and
deft of rouch. Her newmusical handbag could not even be more
housey on this standout
track from her self-titled
EP, but 1t’s a granite-glossy
abode she’s built m revived
and fabulous '9os dance
label deConstruction

Beth Ditto is stepping

into 2011 light of foot

and dgﬁ Qf‘ toqu ?Iso foncc home dto I?Iic’)s
irst forays into divadom).

Lyrially, Ditters takes on the role of worldly-wise dispenser
of hard-carned wisdom to the youthful and reckless, ala
Candi Staton on ‘Young Hearts Run Free’, admomshing, “The
world is full of good intentions/ Paradise is full of lies”. Yet warn you
and caution as she may, the sounds suck you deeper into the
nightclub underworld; the synths are gleaming, infinity-mirror
deep and seductively spare and Beth’s soul-seripping holfer is
toned down to a tense purr. Come on, chuck your jacket 1n the
corner and join her on the floor...

Emily Mackay, Reviews Editor

On YouTube now

PJHARVEY

The Words That Maketh Murder
Arguably the stand-out track from her
staggeringly good new LP ‘Let England
Shake’, here Polly manages to juxtapose
an exquusite, autoharp-led tune with
nerve-shredding lyrics about the grim
realities of war. More fun than it sounds.
Alan Woodhouse, Senior Sub-Editor
On www.twentyfourbit.con now

LADYTRON

Ace Of Hz

The electro nearly-legends are back
with a Best Of but this new track is as
sublime and hooky as anything they've
done. If they gave this to Cheryl Cole,
it'd be Number One all year. Forget
your souls, Ladytron, think of the cash!
Martin Robinson, Deputy Editor

On YouTube now

WAKA FLOCKA FLAME

Rap Game Stressful

IfDrake is the posh kid in class and Asher
Roth and Lupe Fiasco are the nerds, then
Waka Flocka Flame is the bully. Waka's
esscntially scared his way to the top of the
rap’s hierarchy, turning brawn-over-brains
into a postmodern artform, Jaimie
Hodgson, New Music Editor
Onwww.thefader.com

MOJO FURY

Colour Of The Bear

Biffy Clyro and Occansize support act
bring a drum-heavy shout-fest of a track to
the world’s collective battered ear. They il
be tounng with Hold Your Horse Is to
celebrate the release of this second single
-and what a sweary, beer-stained teail of
gigs that will be. Abby Tayleure, writer
On YouTube now

TROPHY WIFE

The Quiet Earth

The Oxford trio pull off the trick of
being stupidly infectious while at the
same time seeming discreet and
reserved, by marrying Foals and Vampire
Weckend’s shimmering guitar riffs with
singer Jody Prewett’s gentle yearning
vocals. Understated loveliness from
beginning to end. Tom Goodwyn, writer
On SoundcCloud now

CASSIUS

| Love You Seo (Skream Remix)
Screechy sirens played across each
other at jarring time signatures don’t
scream limbs-in-the-air floorfiller, but
Skream’s light fingers have made it so.
Casstus said when he heard the remix
for the first time it made him feef 14
again. Same here. Sam Wolfson, writer
On YouTube now

PETE AND THE PIRATES
Winter 1

After creating some of the most
understatedly hy pnotic hooks of 2008,
the Reading gawk-troupe seem to be
doingitall over again. If theixr May-
bound album extends “Winter 1”’s
promising wonk-pop further they could
be probing their gangplanks deep into
2011. Jamie Fullerton, News Editor
On NME.COM/biogs now

GYRATORY SYSTEM

Pamplona

By day, Dr Andrew Blick isa
constitutional historian in the halls

of Westminster; by night, he makes
wonderfully warped electronica as
Gyratory System. Oh, and his dad's in
the band, too. Seek out ‘Pamplona’, from
the forthcoming 2lbum ‘New Harmeony’,
and allow your ncurons to be frazzled.
Ben Hewitt, writer

On thequietus.com now

(4 H ol PN
LADY GAGA
Scheife

Potty mouth! This Teuton-tongued
remix backs a creepy short film
celebraung the appointment of Gaga’s
stylist Nicola Formichett: as creative
director of the Mugler fashion house,
and is the first taste of second album
‘Born This Way’. Through brutal
technoid synths, you can just make out
a housey shimmer of a chorus. Shit,
hot. Emily Mackay, Reviews Editor
On YouTube now

HEAD TO NME.COM FROM MONDAY TO
LISTEN TO THE ON REPEAT PLAYLIST

SEAMUS MURPHY
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UPFRONT

WHAT'S HAPPENED AND WHAT'S HAPPENING IN MUSIC THIS WEEK
Edited by Jamie Fullerton

“IT REALLY
IS A FUCKING
HONOUR!”

That'’s Tom Meighan’s response — yes, the votes
have been counted and we can now announce the
nominees for the Shockwaves NME Awards 2011

Ic’s through these
lists that dreams
arc made, hopes are
shattered and plans
for the biggest
knees-up since the
*‘Screamadelica’
wrap party arc scttled — the
nominations for the Shockwaves NME
Awards have been finalised and are all
ovet the next four pages, along with
somc words with the nomiaees.

This vear Arcade Fire’s mantelpicce
looks in danger of buckling witl: the big
awards, with the band up for four
categories (Best International Band,
Best Live Band, Best Album
and Best Video). Flowever,
Foals are also n for an
interesting night — they're up
for five (Best Bricish Band,
Best Live Band, Best Track,
Best Album, Beet Album
Artwork). Despire not
releasing alburns 1n zo10
previous aw irds hoarders
Arctic Monkevs and
Kasabian have still had a

MAIN
EVENT

s M

“T'm gobsmacked! It’s lovely that people
give a shit, and ic really is a fucking
honour. It’s NME isn't it! It’s brilliant.

“Yeah I have. We've played some
amazing shows, headlined fesewvals,
some people in the band have had
babies and stuff — I'm godfather to
Serge’s child - so it’s been greac. I'm juse

8 NME 29 January 2011

strong showing, while a certain Liam
Gallagher has managed to pop up in
the Best New Band stakes with Beady
Fye and Most Stylish, naturally (and
Teast Stylish...).

It has all been decided by NME
readers and NWF COM users, who have
been clicking frantically over che past
few months to decide who deserves to
be in with a shout at w rapping their
claws around onc of the prestigious
middle finger salute gongs at the
ceremony at the ()2 Academy Brixton
in London on February 23. But now
we're at the sharp end of voting —
head vo NME.COM/awards to choose
who should come out on top

Also check NME.COM/
awards for news of Dave
Grohi’s Godlike Genius
Award - with the T'oo
Fighters trontman who will
pick up tw prestigious
honout .t the ceremony then
head w1th bis band to the
UK caprtol's Wembley Arena
on February 25 to headline

the NMFE Awards Big Gig,

delighted. No, hang on, 'm fucking
buzzing, not delighted! I've never nsed
that fucking word in my [ife— do not
put that word in! Put buzzing instead!
{No chance... Adjective Ed—|”

“Sausages. Last year someone threw a
slimy sausage in my cye while I was
onstage. It was weird and 1t left me
temporarily blinded! Actually, I cthink
it's NMTs fault — you lot had hot dogs
and burgers on the tablcs and stuff,
Mind you, I don’t really want a proper
sit down meal at these things. T just
want it 2ll there 1o front of me.”

i

o
&
£ 4

“Yeah — tell him I'll stick a sausage in his
eye if I see him this year! Actually, I'm not
amean man, so let’s end all sausage
violence now and let bygones be bygones”

——

“We're gonna go back on the road in
April or May, and we're going to be
doing the small shows again - 1,000,
2,000 people a might. We never really
thought of ourselves as a stadium bandl.

s Who's beekframed?
Kasabian’s Tom
ol o ‘

Melghan, that's who
Musc and Coldplay are a stadium bands,
but I think our music is a little bit too
diverse for that. Saying that, somehow
we get away with it though.”

“T think we'll play two or three new songs.
Serge has written a song we can end on
now apart from ‘LSF’ too. Maybe that's
just me putting my balls on the table, but
T hope we can do that. We'll sce. AllT
know is we've been off the road for four
months, and we start recording the album
next manth. So at least we're going out
quick and not hanging around doing the
fat 1bvis ching, you know? T mean,
imagine me like that...”



INTERVIEWS BY: MATT WILKINSON, TOM GOODWYN, JAMIE FULLERTON PHOTOS: DEAN CHALKLEY, ANTON COBLIN, ANDY WILLSHER

W are reallv happy when we get
nommioaced, bot we detinicely doan’
any of our seif worth as 4 band from
awands The idea that vou need oo calk
ahout bow great vea are 10 arder oo be
greacisn litthe fo g 0 M

“The music we t
made with an

really peed that cooy
audicnce o ouake oy

stion weth oar

"1 wish more § le pac 1o see Jm
Rearard play beface he died fast vear
because by put an some of the best
shos | huve seen in o while”

Biffy Clyro: Best British
Band, Best Live Band

Simon - why do Biffy deserve the Best
British Band Award?

“Nobody ever really deserves an award.
We've had a shit-tonne of fun this year,
so an award would be a megabonus.”

Kasabian and Arctic Monkeys are also
up for that award...

“That’s ‘cos they are consistently great on
record and live, so it 15 certainly tasty being
in that kind of company. It's about being
creative and making amazing records.”

You must be in with a good shout for
Best Live Band, no?

“Well, we pride ourselves on being great
live, and wich alf the shows we've played
1t would be shut if we weren’t any good.”

-1 LA
dream warld,,”

Owen Pallete ing

“The wdea wus o tev aned use whar i

waut the web, Directo
Chiris Milk had the idea of working
with Goople Maps to find 2 wiy ot
using that database of infacmarcion, T
think be was sick of makiog sousie
videos chat netwadcs won't even play.!

POoWCT n

"My grandpa Alvion Rey, who plaved
in big Bands in che “vos and jgos, for
LSIEL AIto - tune 7§ years berhane 1t
became popuolac”

Shimea Lieft) and BTy
Oyro; sulted and
hooted In Battersea

UPFRONT

SHOCKWAVES NME AWARDS 2011:
THE NOMINATIONS

W E———
SUPPORTEDBY  __upeey

SHOCKWAVES
{Last year: Muse)
» Arctic Monkeys
« Biffy dyro

« Foals

« Kasahian

+ Muse

SUPPORTED BY T4
(Last year: Paramore)
+ Arcade Fire

« Kings Of Leon

+ My Chemical Romance
« The Drums

« yampire Weekend

{Last year: Jame T)

« Florence + The Machine
* Frank Turner

« Kanye West

« Laura Marling

« Paul Weller

e w— w—
SUPPORTED BY BOXFRESH
{Last year: Bombay Bicycle
Club)

. Beady Eye Boxﬁﬁf
« Everything Everything

* Hurts

« The Drums

« Two Door Cinema Club

- mere
{Last year: Arctic Monkeys)
¢+ Arcade Fire

* Biffy Clyro

« Foals

« Kasahian

+ Muse

| —
{Last year: Kasabian’s
‘West Ryder...")
* Arcade Fire - ‘The Suburbs’
« Crystal Castles - ‘Crystal
Castles II’
* Foals - ‘Total Life Forever’
+ My Chemical Remance
- ‘Danger Days: The
True Lives Of The
Fahulous Killjoys*
» Two Door Cinema Club
- ‘Tourist History’

- . e
SUPPORTED BY
NME RADIO
{Last year: The Big Pink’s
‘Domings’)

« Cea Lo Green - ‘Fuck You'
* Foals - ‘Spanish Sahara’
« Gorillaz - ‘Stylo’

« Janelle Monae (featuring

Big Bol) - ‘Tightrope’

* Mark Ronson & The

Business Intl - ‘Bang
Bang Bang’

O —
SUPPORTED BY E
NME TV

(Last year: Biffy Clyro’s

‘The Captam’)

» Arcade Fire - ‘We Used
To Walt’

» Brandon Flowers
- ‘Crossfire’

« Chase & Status - ‘Let
You Go'

« Gorillaz - ‘stylo’

« My Chemical Romance
-‘Na NaNa..

Foa B
fLast year: Glastonbury)
+ Download
= Glastonbury
« Reading And Leeds
«TiIn The Park
« V Festival

F

fLast year: La Roux ‘In For
The Kill’ (Skream remix))

» Crystal Castles - ‘Baptism’
+ Kele - ‘Tenderoni’

« Plan B - ‘Stayed Too long’
« Professar Green - ‘Jungle’
« Tinie Tempah - ‘Pass qut’

- -

Last year: The tnbefweeners)
* Misfits

» Never Mind The Buzzcocks
* Peep Show

» Skins

» The inbetweeners

fLast year: inglourious

- Basterds)

+ Get Him To The Greek
* Inception
+ Kick-Ass

» Scott Pilgrim Vs

The World
« The Social Network

— o ———
fLast year: Rage Against
The Machine)

» Gerard Way
+ Julian Assange
* Lady Gaga
+ Matt Bellamy
« Kanye West

(Last year: Kainye West)
» Axl Rose

+ bavid Cameron

» Justin Bieher

« Nick Clegg

« Simon Cowell

—G § e
SUPPORTED BY *
SHOCKWAVES
{Last year: Lady Gaga)

+ Brandon Flowers
» Hayley Williams
+ Lady Gaga
» Liam Gallagher
« Noel Fielding

_—
{Last year: Lady Gaga)
« Cheryl Cole
+ Justin Bieber
» Kegha
+ Lady Gaga
» Liam Gallagher

N S

{Last year: jonas Brothers)

» Cheryl Cole - ‘Messy Little
Raindrops’

» Justin Bieber - ‘My World'

« Katy Perry - ‘Teenage
Dream’

«Kings Of Leon - ‘Come
Around Sundown’

» My Chemical Romance
- ‘Danger Days: The
True Lives Of The
Fabulous Killjoys’

i (Last year: Jonas Brothers)

« 30 Seconds To Mars
*JLS

« Jonas Brothers

» Kings Of Leon

» Tokio Hotel

B S
———

(New category)

« Frank Turner

*» Hayley Willlams

« Kanye West

¢ Lily Allen
» Theo Hutchcraft

{New category)

» Carl Barit - Threepenny
Memoir

* Jay-Z - Decoded

« John Lydon - Mr Rotffen’s

Scraphook
» Keith Richards - Life
* Russell Brand - My
Booky Wook 2

Ta—
~—
{50,000 capacity or lawer -
new category)
» Bestival
« Kendal Calling
o Latitude

* RockNess
« Underage Festival

{Last year: Kasabian's ‘West
Ryder...")
* Foals - ‘Total Life
Forever’
« Gorillaz - ‘Plastic Beach'
« Klaxons - ‘Surfing
The Void’
* MGMT - “‘Congratulations’
» My Chemical Romance
- ‘Danger Days...

(Last year: Karen 0)
« Alison Mosshart
« Emily Haines

¢ Hayley Williams

« Lady Gaga

e Shakira

(Last year: Matt Beflamy)
» Alex Turner
« Billie Joe
Armstrong
* Dominkc Howard
e Jared Leto
* Matt Bellamy




Hurts: Best New Band

Congratulations on your nomination?
What de you make of the competition?
“Well, The Drums are good friends and
we did the NMF Radar Tour last year
with Everything Fverything. And being
in a competition with Liam Gallagher is
fun. Technically that’s chree Manchester
bands in there, so Manchester’s taking

“Some people would just shrug it off
T guess. But I'd be lying if T said I
didn’t pay attention to style.”

“It’s always been important to me,
but I'm hit and miss! Maybe I did
something right this time.”

over the world again! Or at least, the new

bands section of NMFE..”

“Ha ha, no! T don’t know if T ever will.
I think it’s gonna be put in the Hard
Rock Café or something”

You're the only ‘pop™ish act to get the

vote - are you proud?

“Tt’s a real vicrory. Tt's a public vote, isn't

it? It’s cestament to che fact that pop
music docin't have to be cheesy and

stupid. Our heart 1s as much in
NML world as pop though ”

“I would assume that Lady

Gaga was more stylish than

me and Liam. I'm kind of 2

combination of the two.”

Are you looking forward to your
first NME Awards then?

“Well, T used to collee t the NME

Awards posters when Twas

younger - now we could be
on one of those posters!
And T've heard it’s
quite raucous —which
it should be!”

people have been
to a phone call! It’s
avery symbolic video.”

10 ~3E 29 Janvary 2011

“She loved the sadly you haven't
song and wanted been nominated in
ta be tnvolved! the Most Stylish
I've been lucky category. Are
with how you gutted?
responsive “Ha! Not really.

Look at us -we
dress like supply
teachers. Or old men!”

oo man It’s always an honour
to be nominated for any NME
Award. But you can’t take awards
too seriously or il ruin you.”

“Yeah, it cloes. Any awards that seem
legit are worth having, so yeah, that
makes 1t berter,”

“There are good things about all
those bands. I follow the Kings Of
Leon’s drummer on Twitter. I like

his actitude.”

“Laura Marling. I really like her
record so 1t’d be great to meet her,
I'm sure she’s great”

CEE LO GREEN
Best Track (‘Fuck You’)

‘Fuck You’ is up for Best Track, how
does that feel?

“Any NME honour is great. To get
anything would be fantastic”

Youw're up against Gorillaz in the
category... stiff competition - are you
confident you can heat Damon’s gang?

“Therc ain't no beating involved. We're
all on the sane team. It's all about
pushing music forward and there’s
nobody better then IDamon for that.”

If ‘Fuck You' comes out on top, you'll
he the first person ever to win for a
track with a swear word in the title...
“Ha ha, that would be like the cherry
on top. Very, very cool”

Glastonbury: Best Festival

Hello Emily Eavis! You won the Best
Festival gong fast year. Are you confident
you can take it home again this year?
“We had an excellent festival last year, an
epic performance from Muse, Stevie
Wonder on Sunday night was an
incredible end to the festival, let alone all
the other hundreds and thousands of
brilliant performances We felt it was a
particularly good vear, and the most
fitting 40-year celebration we could

think of, so we remain optimistic!”

How’s it shaping up on Worthy Farm?
“Really good. Tvery day there’s more
confirmations and developments, it feels
like it’s moving on pretty fast. Hopefully,
scon we'll have some announcements,
This s the first year that alot of the
rumours aren’t right ”

We heard Prince, Coldplay and U2 as
headliners. Is that right?

“I can't say how many you'd get right,
not yet But no, unfortunately you're
not right.”

Not completely right?
“No, you're not righe...”

DEAN CHALKLEY, PIEYER M YAN HATTEM, TOM GXLEY, ED MILES, ANDY WILLSHER




ALEX TRIMBLE

Two Door Cinema Club:
Best New Band, Best
Album (‘Tourist History”’)

Congratulations Alex, yotrre up for
Best New Band! How does that
sound?

“Pretey, pretey good. I've been
working really hard so it'd be great to
finally get somc recognition for it.”

You're up for Best Album too...
“To be nominated for Best Album is
ultimate. It'd be amazing to win.”

How do you make it so far?
“You've got to give IOC per cent.
Keep pestering people and practise.”

Any advice for fellow New Band
nominee Liam Gallagher?
“Give up.”

The Drums: Best New Band

Hey Jon, The Drums are
going to be holed uwp in
New York recording when
the ceremony takes place.
Can we count on you guys
to celebrate in style if you win?

“Um, I think it’s really, really sweet that
we've been nominated, and it’s cool to
get something that’s voted for by fans...
but I doubt we’'ll do much celebrating.”

What? Why?

“Well, we're three really weird people
who don't find joy in that sort of thing,
All we do is sit around, walk aroymil
aimtessly, drink coffee and talk. And
then at night we might record muvie ™

You're living the dream,

“I know! Oh well, actually if we

do win we will have a little toast znd
hang out. But at there is still work
to be done”

You got the Philip Halt Radar Award last
year... what are your memories of the
Awards ceremony?

“That was our first real event. I've
watched our interviews, but I don't
remember giving them.”

30 el B -

Best Dancefloor Filler
(‘Tenderoni’)

So, Kele, ‘Tenderoni™: it fills dancefloors?
“I guess from the reaction to it when we
play it live, people scem to lose their shit
when we drop it wo I thin} it must do,
but as 1've never been out when it's been
played, I can’t say for sure.”

What makes a dancefloor filler?

“It’s all about the bass. A good dance
track can be so powerful and it’s alt
about the space in the music. A really
good dance track Ints hard, it’s very sexy
and 1t really wants to make you shake
your bits to it”

What do you think of the competition?
“I'm honoured to be nominated ar all,
doesn't really matter wha the others are”

The nominations seem a good vatidation !
of your new solo dance direction...

“I guess so, yeah. A+ I said. T haven't
been dancing in a while so I've kind of
missed it. It's great though, I know how
good that feeling is when you hear a song
you really like m a club, so it’s good
people think of the track like that”

LIOHN LYDON

So what are you up to now?

“I'm moving to Manhattan in the next
coupic of weeks. I'm writing a book and
I want to go somewhere and finssh it.” “Oh, right. I'm not particularly
overwhelmed by that. Come on, this is
me here. T don't really give a toss about
awards. I don't do this for competition
— the wankers who do deserve every
award they get.”

Any plans with Bloc Party?
“That’d be telling, man. We had a
meting betove Chrssemas and char
was interesting, but I'm just tocused
on the book at the moment. I'm not
thinking abouwt
anything like
* » that right now.”

“Oh, Thel|Libertine

*Figures. I thought they were
alright, but then the drug

paraphernalia got ateached to
them. I'm somry, but for me, music

ts 2 lifctime commitment.”

Best Track
(‘Bang Bang Bang’)

‘Bang Bang
Bang' is up for
- Best Track,
- . | Mark. wiil
yot: stick a
tenner on yourseif?
“No' | would think Cec
Lo~ gong to win. I remember
when Twon a Brie, Jamic
I shoute d “Yes!" because he
put £20 onme to win! So
no, | think the best thing
1S No1 10 expect to win ,
because then won't
be disappointed.”

“Tve never met him, but ewice T've had
to play a stage apposite when he was
on. Onc was Coachellz and onc was in
Poland, and both times I pulled an
enormous crowd away from him. He
certamnly must have noticed.”

“Eh? Come on! I'm afraid what he docs
is parody to me. Jay-Z’s just nonsense.”

“T've heard it’s just full of kiss and tell
stories about guns and drugs and
wormen Well, maybe that’s his life, but
I thought he had more depth to him
than that But I'll wait 'til I read ic. Do
you think I'll gct the award chen?”

“Maybe I'm secretly feacful of losing.”

That's a hit defeatist! Are you pleased you
got nominated?

“I’s cool. ‘Bang..” was a good first simgle
because it was so different to anything
on ‘Version. Ariel Pink was guest
reviewing the singles in NME che week
it came out and even he said it was weird.
When Aricl Pink says your thing is
weird, it’s 2) hopefully a compliment, and
b} probably genuinely weird.”

Knowing you, we're expecting some
collaborations to be horn out this

year’s ceremony?

“(Coyh) Well, yeah.. but no-one ever
remembers anything the nexe day! And
with the NMT Awards, people tend to
go just to get tucked up anyway. I think
that’s a good thing.”

UPFRONT
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NEW ..

Heard the one about the goth-rock pin-up whose new band played
their first gig to an audience of cardinals at the Vatican?
Introducing The Horrors’ frontman’s ‘other’ band, Cat’s Eyes...

“Surreal isn't even the
word... it was terrifying,”
gasps Faris Badwan.
Along with his friend, the
classically trained opera
soprano Rachel Zeffira,
The Horrors’ frontman
has formed an entirely new band called Cat’s
Lyes. “Not as a side-project,” he states, “but as
something I can do at the same time as The
Horrors yet be totally different with.”
Despite coming from “completely different
worlds”, as the Canadian-born, Italian-raised
and now London-based Rachel puts it, the
two musicians bonded over a shared cbscssion
of '60s girl groups after meeting through
mutual friends in 2009. By last year, what
started as a
mixtape-based
rendezvous (Faris
sent Rachel The
Shangri-Las
and Vclvee
Underground; she

IN THE
WORKS

“I'm not doing this as a side-
project, I see it as a band in
its own right” FARIS BADWAN

replied with Stanley Kubrick’s fave composer
Gyorgy Ligeti) had morphed into a
songwriting partnership, with the duo
creating ther “own little world” and
cocooning themselves away at Peter Gabricl’s
Real World Studios and Abbey Road. There,
they honed a host of new songs without even
telling their friends — or bandmates, 1n Fanis’
case —what they were up to. “I haven’t
actually played Cat’s Eyes to The Horrors
yet,” he admits slyly.

Now, though, a four-track EF, ‘Broken
Glass’, 1s set for release on February 28, with
the duo’s self-titled album to follow in Apnl.
Faris and Rache! have already road-tested the
project live, too. “I think we had the most
extreme idca for a gig you could cver have,”
he laughs
of that
“terrifying”
encounter,
“Last
December,
we played a

THE

DETAILS

Band: Cat's Eyes
Members; Faris
Badwan, Rachel
Zeffira
Releases: ‘Broken
Glass’ EP out on
February 28,
featuring four
sangs including
a re-worked
Horrors tune,
‘Sunshine Girls',
Album due
in April
Recorded: Real
World Studios,
Bath, and Abbey
Road, London
Producer: Steve
0Oshome {Doves,
New Order)

secret gig at the Vatican. We were actually in
the Basilica, with al! the cardinals in the
muddle of 2 Mass. We didn’t even tell them we
were going to do it. We just booked under the
name of a local choir, sang along with them
and then started playing our song ‘T Knew It
Was Over’ at the end.” Faris adds that “the
cardinals were totally into 1t,” which bodes
well for Cat’s Eyes’ debut UK gigs this March.

But as both he and Rachel stress, they aren’t
about doing things by the book. Faris: “We
want to create events that are special, that feel
umgque... we don’t really want to be playing in
east London every night. I'm not doing this as
aside-project, I see it as a band in 1ts own
nght. That’s the thing ~ T'm even more excited
about the albums we're going £o make than the
album we've made.”

Asked how much time they’ll be mvesting in
Cat’s Eycs, both are resoluce, “This really is a
huge thing for me,” says Rachel, while Faris is
more prophetic, “We want to write a load of
timeless songs, basically,” he says. “We both
see this as a band that can develop.”

WORDS MATT WILKINSON
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FYT

+ We've looked it
up on Wikipedia,
NME is right
about bridges
and The Wombats
are WRONG

= There was a big
discussion about
The Wombats’ role
in the LOL rock
revolution but
there was sadly
not enough room
for that

« The ‘goed bit’ in
the new song is

actually really good

PETER QQBHVSON‘US

MATTHEW

‘MURPH’ MURPHY

The head Wombat on strings, fog... oh, and
euthanasia. Don't say we never grill the stars!

Hello, Murph. I have been
listening to your new album,
“This Modern Glitch’...

“You're missing two of the best songs.
There’s one that took a little fonger
because there’s an epic string
arrangement we've only just finalised.”

Where does one go these days for
an epic string section?

“We went to Las Vegas. Tt wasn’t 2
requisite to get epic strings, what we
needed was to get them without
spending shitloads of cash.”

Perhaps the strings people in the
UK need to have alook at their
business if people are going
abroad for cheaper strings.
“Hmmm..”

It’s a bit like those people on
Watchdog who go somewhere in
Eastern Europe to have their
teeth done on the cheap.

“I suppose you could compare 1t to
euthanasia. You'd make the flight to
Switzerland, and you'd get your results
quicker and cheaper.”

Why does your single take over a
minute to get to the good bit?
“The chorus? Aren’t most songs over a
minute before the chorus?”

Well, it starts to meander. And
then the bridge comes along and
you think ‘This is the chorus, it
isn’t a very good pop record’. And
then of course the chorus
appears, but like I say, that’s over
a minute into the song.

“Hang on, which bit are you referring
to as the brdge?”

The bit between the verse and the
chorus?
“The pre-chorus.”

I thought that was the bridge.
“The bridge would be after the sccond
chorus...”

Hang on, isn’t that the middle-
eight?

“..and there's no third chorus on our
song, so... well, on the single edit
there’s a third chorus.”

There are elements of pop
culture-referencing whimsy on
your new album,,,

“What do you mean by that?”

It’s not exactly a ‘LOL, but...
“Are we talking about ‘Techno Fan’
here? T don't personally find it
light-hearted but I know what you
mean, I suppose.”

Talk me through it.

“Well my ex-girlfriend and I went to
this minimal techno night. The song
makes it sound like I had a great night,
but I didn’e. She came out in a rash and
we left. The queues to the toilets were
round the corner with people wanting
to do gak, MDMA or mephedrone.”

If you had to pick one of those
three to do right now, which
would you go for?

“Gak.”

?
“Because it doesn’t really have any
repercussions apart from a kind of a
comedown, T guess, Erm, actually 'm
not going to go down this road.”

You know the video for your
single ‘Jump Into The Fog’?
‘(ch.’!

It’s got fog in it.
“Yes, it’s got quitc a lot of fog in it.”

Do you think that was too
obvious?
“Um... Er... {fong panse) Yes”

Do you think it’s possible to be
too obvious?

“Yes, I mean, I don’t know. Sometimes
it’s horrendous to be really literal about
things and sometimes it works cut well,
I'd like to think the *...Fog one

works well.”
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FUTURE STARS, BREAKING SCENES, NEW SOUNDS...
Edited by Jaimie Hodgson

Chasing Mumfords’ tail, meet the folkies with punk blood in their veins

C t's an absolute dive,” says Peter Liddle, cheerily,
when describing the cosy Monkees-style residence
that alf five members of Dry The Ruver share in
the insalubrious surrounds of Stratford, east
London. “Imagine a student house but 10 times
worse; I live on a mattress on the dining room

floor,” he adds. “We've got miraculously tolerant neighbours.”

With a rehearsal room in the basement, you'd hope that they
were, but for a band brought up on the hardeore racket of

At The Drive-In and Refused, the sound that Dry The River

make isn’t as ncighbour-torturing as you might cxpect.

Despite all having spent their formative years playing in

various local punk bands, their current project is a touch less

abrasive. “T went off to uni in Bristol and wrote a bunch of
acoustic songs in my room. It was just 2 natural thing — it
wasn’t 2 Road-To-Damascus kind of conversion,” explains

Peter of his sonic about-facc. Initially recruiting transicnt

musician mates to help him in the studio, the current

14 NME 29 January 2011

incarnation of the band have existed for a year and a half and
are readying themselves to nde the crest of the post-
Mumfordian folk boom, recording their debut later this year.
If their demos are anything to go by, they’ll be doing so with
Fleet Foxy harmonies and deliate, pastoral melodies that
explode into barnstorming, heady choruses which give a
heads-up to Muse, Jeff and Tim Buckley and, oddly, on
forthcoming single ‘New Ceremony’, Meat Loaf.

Lyrically, they trawl a racher different sea to the Loaf; for
starters, we can’t quite imagine the drivetime rocker crooning
about dancing to the shipping forecast. Instcad, the band how
down to the wise wordsmithery and religious imagery of
Leonard Cohen. “I read an interview where he was saying
he'd written about g0 verses for ‘Hallelujah’ and he was sitting
n his hotel 2nd beating himself up about 1t because he just
couldn’t quite get the words right.” Hopefully, Dry The River
will stay away from such self-flagellation over the coming
months. They've every reason to. Leonie Cooper

NEED To Kow

- Peter was born in Norway to a British
dad who worked on the oil rigs, and he
didn’t live in the UK until he was six

+ Guitarist Matthew Taylor fractured
his arm last year after falling off
his bicycle. Thankfully the only thing
it buggered up was the video for
‘Bible Belt’

» Last year the hand had some gigs in
traditional folk music venues in the
Quter Hebrides and coastal Scotland,
mostly “playing to 20 fishermen"

TOMOLDHAM
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The ‘Buzz

The rundown of the music, videos
and scenes setting the blogosphere
on fire this week

il “
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CREEP FEATURING
ROMY XX’S ‘DAYS’

So far ‘witch house’ hasn't really been very house-y at all. Its
devotees are apparently more concerned with casting sex spells on
each other than making music that would actually work on club
floors. Creep don't do much to deflect the scene associations ~ the
cover art for this features a huge crucifix and they're from Brooklyn,
and everyone from Brooklyn is a witch, ‘Days” skittering percussion
and ominous synths are pretty de rigueur too, but crucially they've
nicked their snares from UK funky and their vocalist fram the only
guitar band whe seem to care ahout what people are dancing to at
the moment. Which is why this track’s better than most being made
by young depressed people with banes bursting out of their faces,

2 YOUNG BOYS’
‘BRING EM DOWN’

As barbed-wire Kisses go, they don't come
much sloppier than ‘Bring Em Down’, On
their debut single, NYC's Young Boys run the
Reid brothers' discordant pop through the
gutter and out the downspout. Young they
may be, but these boys sound wise beyond
their years.

3 TALAY RILEY’S
‘SERGEANT SMASH’ VIDEO
R&B seems to have an eternal fixation

with faw-military posturing, and continuing
that grand lineage is Talay Riley, the UK's
answer to Akon. Probably. This vid offers
more bullet belts, drummer boys and phallic
gun references than you can shake a long,
hard pistol at.

4 BEAT CONNECTION’S
‘SILVER SCREEN’

The last time Radar covered a surf-
enamoured, percussion-themed indie pop
duo they were called The Drums. If memory
serves, they've done alright for themselves,
Beat Connection’s ‘Surf Noir’ EP isn't due to
surface until April, but this tantalising teaser
promises good things to those who wait.

S THERAPIES SON

Finally, something coming out of California
that doesw’t require ingesting a foot-long
doobie to make it passable. Therapies Son,
aka Alex Jacoh, might only be 19, but his
latest, ‘Touching Down’, has the classic
pomp and sparkle of an ornate Coney
Island carousel with Grizzly Bear

manning the crank.

Darwin Deez

“We played a show
in Worcester,
Massachusetts with
Ava Luna recently.
They totally
surprised us and
entertained us,
There are twa parts
to this seven-piece’s
awesomeness; the
three-girl harmony
hacking vocals, and
the dirty-bass-and-
funky-drum
backbone."

GENsARr

This week’s
impenetrable

muso slang
decoded

GHETTOTECH
This trusty Detroit
sound is spawned

from the city’s

gnarly ‘ghetto
house’ culture, a
sound reminiscent
in some ways of
early hip-house
hybrids. Artists like

Disco D and D)

Assault helped
evolve the sound,

fusing it with

electro, and lashings
of smutty porno
samples. Ghettotech
has bled into untold
scenes of the
mament, like drag
and juke.

YOUNG

The view from the
edge of The Camp’s
fashionabiy dank
Basement is a
tableau of

Friday night
abandonment.
Venture into the fray and you're absorbed

| into club night Get Me's attractive

crowd clad in baseball jackets, undulating
t0 ’90s reggac reverberating from the
speaker stacks. If Young Montana? - the
lone Jon Pritchard — is feeling any nerves
at having to perpetuate the party mood,
it’s not readable on his
tmmaculate bone
structure.

But then, the young
producer is used to
shouldering expectation.
Mary Anne Hobbs
named Young Montana®
her favourite unsigned artist 1n 2010 ~
that’s like getting talked up by James
Cameron 1f you're into making home
shorts. Accompanicd by just a
MacBook Pro and a controller
borrowed from the future, Pritchard
proves why his unsigned tenurce was
temporary. Qpening with a ick of
sub-bass — a slug to the gut — Pritchard
proceeds to chop, deconstruct and layer
elements of his glitchy, sampie-laden

RADAR

MONTANA?

THE CAMP BASEMENT, LONDON
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14

productions. Using fragments of sound
like gels over light, he sculpts a set by
turns abrasive and quicksilver; a tornado
of muscle triggers that suggests the
sickly grooves of Hudson Mohawke or
the lopsided invention of Flying Lotus.
The similanties with LA’ finest beat
purveyor extends beyond the slippery
BPMs and hip-hop stylings. Like FlyLo,
Young Montana? makes cuing sound
files on a laptop scem almost watchable,
proof that bedroom producers practise
their moves in front of the mirror too.
When he introduces the medicated

He sculpts a set by turns
abrasive and quicksilver;
a tornado of muscle triggers

funk of ‘Sacré Cool’ the crowd respond
with hearty approval, while ‘Midnight
Snacks’ keeps the blood pumping to the
nether regions. Still, picking out
individual tracks 1sn’t the point, and 1t’s
better —and easier — to succumb to the
tumultuous permutations. A glance
around, and everyone else has too.
Mary Annec Hobbs is about to have
some company in the Young Montana?
fanclub. Louise Brailey

29 January 2011 NM E‘s
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ROBERT SC

DAYVID

ROGER

' CLENCHED
FISTSAND
DEVILHORNS

Trash Talk’s Lee Spielman buckles
up for a punk and metal joyride

Since 1 last spoke to you we've been busy
chilling hard and getting it together for
our new record. We've been writing songs
Itke madmen and our plan 1s to just record
cverything then figure out what the hell o
dowithit all. I've been hstening to a lot of
new bands too, and I've got lots to tell you.

My top pick this time is Deaf Heaven. They’re a back metal
band from San Francisco who only started 2 few months ago
but people are already taking notice of them. I saw them in
Santa Cruz when they played to about 20 people but scared the
shit out of all of them! You need to check out ‘Libertine
Dissolves’, from their new LP ‘Roads To Judah’. Why? Because
1t sounds pretty and evil at the same time.

Also from San Francisco we have Skin Like Iron. They just
put cut arecord on Six Feet Under Records titled ‘Descent Into
Light’. It’s thrashy but with a darker side toit, and I'd say the
song to check out by them would be ‘Survival’

I saw this next band in San Francisco a few months back, and
they floored me. They're called Mother Of Mercy, and T'd go
as far as to say they are your new soundtrack to headbanging.
The track to hear ahead of all others would be ‘Forever Night,
Forcver Mourning),

Backtrack have this old-school, New York hardcore thing
goingon. I've only seen them once, but they're killing it right
now. Their crack ‘Roots Of Evif’ makes me want to dive off
everything, throw a speaker... You know the feeling!

Finally, there’s aband called
S Downp