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The NME review 

of Rejjie Snow’s 

‘Dear Annie’ p29

  Hello...
THERE’S GODLIKE, AND 
then there’s Liam Gallagher. 
LG has been an NME 
mainstay since the early 
1990s, becoming a superstar 
as the frontman of one of the 
greatest British rock’n’roll 
bands of all time: Oasis. At 
Wednesday’s VO5 NME 
Awards 2018, William John 
Paul Gallagher – and yes, that 
is his excellent, Beatles-
referencing full name – 
received the highest honour 
we have and was named 
NME’s Godlike Genius. It was 
a long time coming, but after 
the mega year he’s had the 
timing seems utterly perfect. 
On Valentine’s Night Liam 
bought the London’s O2 
Academy Brixton to its knees 
– and he’ll continue to do the 
same over the coming 
months, with his epic 
Finsbury Park slot and 
numerous festival 
appearances. Read all  
about the show in next 
week’s NME, alongside all the 
other marvellous mayhem  
– including live performances 
from Alt-J, Skepta, Stefflon 
Don and Pale Waves, as well 
as a heartfelt tribute to the 
late, great Mark E Smith. We 
are not worthy.

Mike WilliaMs 
Editor-in-Chief

@itsmikelike

15 Things We Like  17 What’s On Your Headphones?   
33 Under The Radar  36 Soundtrack Of My Life  

285 35

18
Liam Gallagher 

It’s like he once said: “They think I’m a 

big-mouthed c**t from Manchester, and 

they’d be correct.”

22 
VO5 NME Award winners

Here they are. The victors. 

The champions. The greatest. 

The absolute boys (and girls).
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What e veryone’s talking about this Week 
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Damn, he’s good
last week: Black 

Panther soundtrack.
this week: triumphant 
uk tour. this summer: 
headlining reading & 
leeds. kendrick lamar 
is an absolute champ

It’s wIse In moments of 
euphoria to spare a second to 
take stock and try to find the 
right words to say. opening the 
UK leg of his ‘DAmn.’ tour in 
Birmingham last friday, 
Kendrick Lamar paused to rise 
above the surge of adoration to 
state, “we got something 
special going on here…”

He wasn’t wrong. the 
Compton rapper – who 
executively produced the  
newly released Black Panther 
soundtrack – kept the night 
pumping with the sweetest 
pickings from his back 
catalogue: the 
effervescent ‘King 
Kunta’, the ballsy 
brilliance of ‘Backseat 
freestyle’. then came 
the finest cuts from 
‘DAmn.’ including the 
daring, snarling 
‘HUmBLe.’, whose 
lyrics were sung back 
at the 30-year-old at 
deafening volume.

Kendrick last toured 
in the UK back in 2013, 
so this is special. the 
announcement that he’s 
headlining Reading & Leeds 
even more so, given the only 
other rapper to have headlined 
the festivals is eminem. this is 
the year of Kendrick. sit down, 
be humble. 

kendrick lamar plays 

reading on august 25 and 

leeds on august 26

the setlist

DnA.
eLement.
King Kunta

untitled 07 | 2014 - 2016
new freezer

Collard Greens
swimming Pools (Drank)

Backseat freestyle
LoYALtY.

feeL. [Intro only]
LUst.

money trees
XXX.

m.A.A.d city
PRIDe.
LoVe.

Bitch, Don’t Kill my Vibe
Alright

HUmBLe.
GoD.
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£100 for you,
£100 for a friend
If you’re a Nationwide member, recommend us

to a friend and if they switch their current account

to us within 90 days, you’ll share £200.

15 million members building society, nationwide

Information correct as at 21.12.17.

Nationwide Building Society. Head Office: Nationwide House, Pipers Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN38 1NW.

You’re a Nationwide member if you have a current account, savings account or mortgage with us. All the

friend needs to do is fully switch their current account to us and move at least two Direct Debits. They must

choose a FlexPlus, FlexDirect or FlexAccount current account. And they need to complete their switch within

90 days of your recommendation. Other conditions apply. You and your friend must be 18 or over.
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This is the first major black 

superhero movie in years… 

Danai: “Or ever?”

Blade, sort of?

Lupita: “There’s Blade.”

And there are incredibly 

strong female characters. 

Was signing up for this  

a complete no-brainer?

Lupita: “Yes. Nakia is a war 

dog, which is an undercover 

spy for Wakanda. Her job is  

to go out into the world, 

observe and report back  

what’s going on.”

Danai: “Okoye is the general of 

the armed forces and head of 

the Dora Milaje, who are kind of 

like the Marines of the nation 

and protectorates of the throne, 

and hence of the stability of 

the nation. And once Ryan 

[Coogler] described his plan,  

I loved what I was hearing, but 

Lupita NyoNg’o 
aND DaNai gurira

and for the first time we are 

allowed to just luxuriate in the 

wealth of real African culture 

in this story. And that’s really 

powerful, and about time.”

One of the scenes that got  

a big howl at the cinema  

was when you threw your 

wig at an assailant. Do you 

think this will become  

a fighting technique?

Danai: “Why not? A wig as  

a weapon? It’s time.”

Daniel Kaluuya, who plays 

W’Kabi, is nominated for 

an Oscar. Have you, Lupita 

[who won Best Supporting 

Actress in 2013 for 12 

Years A Slave], given him 

any advice on how to 

prepare an acceptance 

speech?

Lupita: “I think he can take 

care of himself. However, I 

have told him he ought to eat 

before he gets on that carpet, 

and then he ought to have a 

snack in his pocket…”

Danai: “…and he should take 

Danai as his date.”

There’s surely going to 

be a Black Panther 2. 

Will you be in it?

Lupita: “If I’m not, there’s  

going to be a problem 

on Marvel’s hands.”

down with Ryan and hearing 

what he had to say, and his 

thoughts on his way of 

doing it and this world he 

was creating, it was a 

complete no-brainer.”

You’ve both got African 

heritage. The vision of 

Wakanda is as this Afro-

futuristic place that you 

just want to visit. Were you 

happy with the way Africa 

was portrayed?

Lupita: “Yeah, and I love the 

fact that this fictitious nation 

that really propels us into the 

future is based on real, African 

influences. There was a lot of 

research that was done, and 

lots of influences from real 

cultures around the continent, 

investing yourself artistically in 

something, to me, and to Lupita 

most definitely, it’s a lot. You’re 

giving your heart, soul and time 

to something, and it’s going to 

be something [you’ll be] a part 

of forever. It was definitely 

important, especially when it 

comes to portrayals of Africans. 

I’m a play-writer; Lupita has 

worked so much in this field as 

well that from the African 

perspective we want to see 

really rich, specific characters 

drawn. So that was very 

important to us. But after sitting 

Black Panther is the 
best Marvel film ever. 
Some of its key players 
explain why

L-r: Okoye (Danai Gurira),

Nakia (Lupita Nyong’o)

Claws out 

Chadwick Boseman

as Black Panther
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I AM THE NEW NIKON FULL FRAME D850. The powerful

combination of high speed and high resolution. With Nikon’s 45.7MP

back-illuminated FX CMOS sensor and the speed of 9* fps shooting, the new

D850 unlocks a new world of opportunity. Whether you’re shooting weddings

or landscapes, commercial, sports or fashion, with ISO 64 to 25600,

a class-leading optical viewfinder, 153-point AF, silent mode shooting, long

battery life, 8K time-lapse** and full frame 4K UHD video, the D850 captures

images and video you’d never have thought possible. Equip your new D850

with your prized NIKKOR lenses to capture more. Learn more at Nikon.co.uk

*Requires the optional MB-D18 Multi-Power Battery Pack, EN-EL-18a/b battery, BL-5 battery cover and MH-26a charger.
**Requires Interval Timer settings and 3rd party software.

THE NEW PERSPECTIVE
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Skepta

Starred in a very good new 

Nike ad and everyone 

bloody loved it. 

Lana DeL Rey

Revealed she’s currently 

writing a musical for 

Broadway. Expect  

ultimate fabulousness. 

MaRk e SMith

The Fall frontman’s wake 

reportedly turned into  

a brawl. An ex-bandmate 

said “he’d have loved it”.

peteR Rabbit

Accused of ‘allergy 

bullying’ after a character 

was pelted with berries. 

Naughty bunny. 
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What was it like working 

with kendrick Lamar on the 

soundtrack? 

“Most of the music in the film is 

from our composer Ludwig 

Göranssown, who I’ve been 

collaborating with since I was in 

film school. And Ludwig is 

amazing. Working with Kendrick 

was fantastic too, and it was 

something me and Ludwig 

always wanted to do with the 

film was to get with an artist  

and make a soundtrack that’s  

a companion piece, but a 

different artistic take inspired by 

the same themes and the film. 

And we used some of those 

songs in the film that we weave 

in and out. Kendrick’s a brilliant 

artist, I met him before working 

on this film, we had met and 

said to ourselves and the head 

of the company, ‘If we ever get 

the chance to work on 

something, if the time is out, we 

definitely should look at that,’ 

and it ended up timing out on 

this. He was just fantastic to 

work with. We also got the 

chance to work with The 

Weeknd too.”

the waterfall fighting 

scenes are great. Reckon 

it could be an event in the 

next Olympics? 

“It’s a little dangerous, man! 

If they could find a way to not 

have people’s lives on the 

line… But yeah, I’d watch it if 

they could find a  

way to make it safe!”

Black Panther is in 

cinemas now. Read the 

NME review on NME.com

RyaN CooglER, 
DiRECtoR

Ryan Coogler (left) 

and Chadwick 

Boseman on set

Just when you think 

superhero films are running 

out of steam, one like this 

comes along. Do you think 

there’s a collective sigh of 

relief that finally there’s  

a black superhero we can 

get behind?

“We’ve had black superheroes 

that I love, like Blade – I love the 

Blade films, and I love Guillermo 

[del Toro]’s take on Blade as 

well. But it’s a lot with Black 

Panther you know, I think it’s in 

the zeitgeist right now.”

there are gender and race 

politics in there. it feels like 

an important film as well as 

being fun. 

“We definitely wanted to hit all 

of that stuff, and we wanted to 

pull from all those things that in 

the books highlight it and make 

it unique. And we definitely 

wanted the film to be unique. 

The African setting, Wakanda, 

is a fictional place, and trying to 

infuse the film with as much 

culture from the continent as we 

could enabled us to both make 

the film unique in terms of the 

last couple of comic book films, 

but also in terms of films of this 

scope, and films with this 

budget, and with this kind of 

studio behind them. It’s the part 

of it that feels for audiences 

unique and feels refreshing.”
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24 * 26 AUOUST ̂ NK HOLIDAY 2018 

FRIDAY READING • SATURDAY LEEDS -

FALL OUT BOY • POST MALONE • wolf ALICE 
NOTHING BUT THIEVES • ANNIE MAC • MIST • THE BLAZE 
UNDER0ATH • IAMDDB • BICEP LIVE • LIL PUMP • BELLY • FREDO 
KOJO FUNDS • CREEPER • WATERPARKS 
HUDSON TAYLOR • DREAM WIFE • MS BANKS 

- SATURDAY READING • SUNDAY LEEDS 

KENDRICK LAMAR * PANIC! AT THE DISCO 
DUA LIPA • SUM 41 • SIGRID 

NETSKY B2B JAUZ B2B SLUSHII • BROCKHAMPTON 
WRETCH 32 • YUNGEN • PAPA ROACH • PLAYBOI CARTI 

THE MAGIC GANG • PALE WAVES • A BOOGIE WIT DA HOODIE 
BEARTOOTH • NOTHING,NOWHERE 

SUNDAY READING • FRIDAY LEEDS -

KINGS OF LEON • COURTEENERS "SKEPTA 
THE WOMBATS • J HUS • DIPLO 
TOM GRENNAN • HANNAH WANTS • AJ TRACEY • MR EAZI 
SKI MASK THE SLUMP GOD • HOLLYWOOD UNDEAD • HINDS • MY NU LENG 
NADIA ROSE • $UICIDEBOY$ • THE MAGICIAN * GHETTS • RITON & KAH-LO 

PLUS MANY MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED 

OFT TICKETS NOM 
READINGFESTIVAL.COM | LEEDSFESTIVAL.COM 

“Ô csC ,,n Introducta. ticketmaster’ 

> 
BILL SUBJECT TO CHANGE 



TICKETS ON SALE NOW
WWW. L AT I T UD E F E S T I VA L . COM

S AT U RDAY 1 4 T H J U LY

F R I D AY 1 3 T H J U LY S UNDAY 1 5 T H J U LY

THE VACCINES / WOLF ALICE / RAG‘N’BONE MAN

JAMES / MOGWAI / JON HOPKINS LIVE

THE CHARLATANS / BENJAMIN CLEMENTINE / THE BREEDERS

ALVVAYS / TUNE-YARDS / FICKLE FRIENDS / BOMBA ESTÉREO

BRIDGET CHRISTIE / HARRY HILL

DAVID O’DOHERTY / TIM KEY / JONATHAN PIE

WHERE’S THE F IN NEWS / JAMES ACASTER / MO GILLIGAN

SADLER’S WELLS / RECIRQUEL CONTEMPORARY CIRCUS

LYRIC HAMMERSMITH / SCOTTISH DANCE THEATRE

LIVE THEATRE PERFORMANCES / LATE NIGHT DJS IN THE WOODS / LAKE SWIMMING

DANCE ON THE WATERFRONT / POETRY & LITERATURE / TALKS & DEBATES / PREMIERES & PREVIEWS

WELLNESS & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS / EXPERIMENTAL ARTS / THE FAMOUS LATITUDE SHEEP

KIDS AREA INCLUDING GREENPEACE TREETOP ADVENTURES / INBETWEENERS TEEN AREA

STREET FEAST / THEATRE OF FOOD

SOLANGE

AND SO MUCH MORE STILL TO COME

HENHAMPARK, SUFFOLK
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Offer not available online. Subject to status and credit check. 30-month interest free loan required. Data Plan required for duration of Swap plan, subject to 12-month
minimum term. Option available to buy phone without a loan. See sky.com/swaphelp for details. Phone subject to availability. 18+. Lowest monthly price: Comparison
of Swap24 pricing for iPhone SE over 24 months with 500MB of data against published standard pricing available from competitors selling the phone and airtime on
monthly contracts without upfront costs (combined monthly package or separate device and airtime plans). Other operators offer 24-month contract or loan terms. Only
Sky offers Pay as You Use calls and texts (other operators include calls and texts). Direct Debit required. Correct at 16 January 2018. £10 per month (pm) offer: Includes
£0 pm data plan with 500MB (1GB with double data offer) and unlimited calls and texts. Roll: Redeem data in 1GB increments. Free Unlimited Calls and Texts: Will end
on cancellation of TV subscription and standard published prices will apply (currently £10 a month). Inclusive calls to standard UK landlines (01, 02 and 03) and inclusive
calls and texts to standard UK mobile numbers (07). Subject to our acceptable use policy at sky.com/mobileterms Sky TV: New 18-month minimum term. Sky TV General:
Separate contracts apply to Sky TV and Sky Mobile. Non-standard set-up may cost extra. Weekend set-up £10 extra. Prices may vary if you live in a flat. You must get any
consents required (e.g. landlord’s). UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residential customers only. Further terms apply. Correct at 12 February 2018.

£20 standard set-up fee for new Sky TV customers

Get iPhone SE at the UK’s 
lowest monthly price

with no upfront costs

To join Sky Mobile call 0800 759 0609
Not got Sky TV? Join from £20 a month

Free Unlimited Calls and Texts
for Sky TV customers

Roll and share your unused
data for up to 3 years

Was £15
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 7
Years Dua Lipa had to 

wait to meet Katy Perry 

again, after jumping up 

onstage with her when 

she was 15.

99
Height in metres of the 

Tate Modern’s chimney, 

which Tom Cruise scaled 

for a Mission Impossible: 

6 stunt. 

 4,768,000 
Views episode one of 

Blue Planet II had on 

iPlayer, the biggest of 

any BBC show last year. 

Attenborough FTW.

22
Years since Alan 

Partridge had a chat 

show on TV. He’s back in 

2018 with This Time With 

Alan Partridge.

THIS WEEK

Big opinions. no FiLTER.

F**k the Oscars, 
the NME Awards 
are the most 
fabulous night 
of the year
THere Are MAnY greAT 

things about working for  

NME. There are the endless 

opportunities to make an idiot 

out of yourself in front of your 

heroes – Patti Smith, Poly 

Styrene and Debbie Harry 

included; the chance to go to 

gigs every single night of the 

week; and the close proximity 

of the office to Borough Market, 

meaning I can regularly have 

world-beating cheese toasties 

for lunch and the occasional 

overpriced chocolate-stuffed 

doughnut. Perhaps greatest of 

all, though, is the annual nMe 

Awards, a night of next-level 

debauchery, famous people 

doing silly things, incredible 

music and, not forgetting, lots 

of hard work. I’ve clambered  

up the ranks and been given  

a slightly more important job 

every year. A decade ago I was 

mainly chasing the likes of Alex 

Turner and Teddy Sheringham 

around the room asking for silly 

quotes while simultaneously 

minesweeping tables for 

leftover whiskey and trying to 

get Sarah Harding to give me 

my lip gloss back. But last year  

I was holed up in the hallowed 

green room, interviewing all our 

lovely guests straight after they 

came off stage. This meant  

I was chatting to everyone from 

Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, 

Wiley, M.I.A., Dua Lipa, Louis 

Theroux, Fleabag’s Phoebe 

Waller-Bridge and Skepta 

– who, quite fabulously, mistook 

“ Skepta mistook 
his Jameson for 
a mic. We’ve all 
been there”

Pete and Kate: the only 

people ever to be thrown out 

of the nMe Awards

his bottle of Jameson for a 

microphone. We’ve all been 

there, Skepta. By the time you 

read this, this year’s event will 

have already happened and I’ll 

hopefully be through the worst 

of the hangover and just about 

able to keep solids down. But 

for now, here are some personal 

highlights from years gone past, 

not including the time a member 

of an unnamed indie band made 

me cry for daring to interview 

him. Oh dear.  

2007: When Kate Moss and 

Pete Doherty were asked  

to leave the ceremony early 

after being, erm, ‘overly 

amorous’. Bear in mind it takes 

a lot to be thrown out of the 

nMe Awards, so this was 

impressive work.

2009: When The Cure played 

their closing set and a mystery 

man – some say he worked in 

‘accounts’ – lay down across  

a table by the stage and 

proceeded to have endless 

bottles of wine and jugs of  

beer poured over him as he 

gleefully writhed around. The 

video is still on YouTube and  

it’s still amazing. 

2016: When I refused to stop 

hugging run The Jewels’ 

Killer Mike and tried to 

convince el-P to let my cat 

make a guest appearance on 

their ‘Meow The Jewels’ 

project. As of yet, my cat has 

not featured on any major-

label rap records. Here’s 

hoping we can finally make 

that happen at this year’s 

bash. @leoniemaycooperp
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Please enjoy responsibly.  @BULLDOGGin_UK

SMOOTHER
ONTHE INSIDE
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Street style

You’re going to want every 

piece from Liam Hodges’ line 

for Urban Outfitters.  

£220 urbanoutfitters.com

Tough case 

The NBA and Maison Kitsuné 

have come together for this 

baller phone case. 

£40 kitsune.fr

Streets ahead 

Made up of 500 song titles, 

the Song Map will liven up 

your living room walls. 

£25 wearedorothy.com

Ace of bass

Sony’s GTK-XB60 speaker 

with extra bass will make your 

next house party legendary. 

£300 sony.com

Roll with it

Get a ‘(What’s The Story)…’ 

print to gaze at lovingly. 

From £109  

soniceditions.com

Supper club

Whip up some amazing West 

African feasts with Zoe’s 

Ghana Kitchen cookbook. 

£18.55 amazon.co.uk

Spirit level

Get a zing in your cocktails 

with some Ketel One Oranje. 

£26.75  

thewhiskyexchange.com

Desert daze

Stoner and doom Desertfest’s 

new Desertscene merch 

includes this heavy hoodie. 

£33 desertfest.co.uk

Star fish

Vince Staples has teamed up 

with Converse for some kicks 

inspired by ‘Big Fish Theory’. 

£80 converse.com

Hard as nails

Get some super-slick nails 

with Orly’s new Breathable 

range of polishes.

£12 orlybeauty.co.uk

Holy matrimony 

Susie Bick is The Vampire’s 

– and Nick Cave’s – Wife and 

this is her latest exclusive tee. 

£125 thevampireswife.com

Sounds good

The Coco soundtrack will 

transport your ears straight 

to Mexico. 

£11.99 in-store and hmv.com

Coco drops

Coco is Pixar’s smasher of  

a new film – get the book, too. 

£2.99 with any other 

purchase in-store at hmv 

Fab tees 

Rep your fave song by The 

Beatles with these new shirts 

in the NME Merch Store.

£15.95 nme.com/merchThis week’s objecTs oF desire    

FiNd More ThiNGs we Like AT NMe.coM
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Wakefield

YOUR TOW N .  YOUR MUSI C.  YOUR S T Y LE

THIS WEEK

“ Crux is the 
best music 
venue in  
town”

AlAn nuTTon ›
36, record store owner

Listening to:

EVIDEnCE

Weather Or Not

“I can’t stop playing it!”

Wearing: H&M jacket, 

shirt and jeans.

Best thing about 

Wakefield: “Wakefield 

Jazz Club is definitely 

worth a visit.”

‹ Amy lIllEy
26, venue co-ordinator

Listening to:

ouGHT

These 3 Things

“They’re going on tour 

with Drahla in April and I’m 

really excited.”

Wearing: Zara jumper, 

M&S skirt, Dr.  

Martens boots.

Best thing about 

Wakefield: “There’s an 

Artwalk every couple  

of months that’s  

really interesting.”

p
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o
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CHArlIE 
PADfIElD ›
21, unemployed

Listening to:

JImI HEnDrIX 

EXPErIEnCE

Stone Free

“He’s been a big influence 

on my guitar-playing and 

the way I look at things  

in general.”

Wearing: Vintage coat, 

Burberry scarf,  

Converse trainers.

Best thing about 

Wakefield: “Crux is the 

best music venue in town.”

‹ JESSICA 
KEnDAll
25, gallery assistant

Listening to:

lED ZEPPElIn

Over The Hills And  

Far Away

“It’s a song that I grew up 

with. Timeless.”

Wearing: Topshop  

coat, Zara trousers, Dr. 

Martens shoes.

Best thing about 

Wakefield: “Obviously the 

Hepworth Wakefield is  

a big attraction.”
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February 19, 2017
announces his 
coMebacK  
on twitter
A year ago, Liam sent his 2.8 million 

Twitter followers wild with a missive 

confirming we were in for new material: 

“LFUKING is on his way”. This came 

after he’d previously claimed that he 

would never go solo because he’s “not 

a c**t”. What changed? “I mean,  

I wouldn’t say I’m a solo artist,” he 

counters. “That word ‘artist’ gets on 

my t**s. I’ll leave that for the likes of 

Paul Weller and f**king Noel Gallagher. 

I still feel like I’m a rock’n’roll singer in  

a band, d’you know what I mean?”

Still, it remains true that, after four 

years in the wilderness, the comeback 

came about because he’d written two 

new tracks, ‘Bold’ and ‘When I’m In 

Need’. His record label, Warner, was 

impressed and asked if he would work 

with a team of songwriters that 

included, among others, Greg Kurstin 

(who co-wrote ‘Hello’ with a little-

known singer named Adele). “I said, 

‘Yeah, I’m gonna have to, because  

I haven’t got any songs,’” he says. So 

Liam flew to Los Angeles, where he, 

Kurstin and ace producer Andrew 

Wyatt smashed through three  

new tracks in as many days. Some 

purists have criticised him for working 

with what Noel once termed “an army 

of songwriters”, but he’s having none 

of that.

“Well, I didn’t write any of Oasis and 

that seemed to work,” he says. “I feel 

more comfortable when I’m singing. 

I’m not a songwriter – I don’t know how 

it works, but I can do my little bit.” He 

lands on a football metaphor. 

“[Manchester City striker] Sergio 

Agüero doesn’t defend – he might not 

be an all-round footballer – but he still 

puts the ball in the back of the f**king 

net. And that’s how I’m seeing it. So 

get that down your f**king neck, Noel.”

 
May 30, 2017
MaKes his LiVe 
return at the 
Manchester ritZ
Liam made his live comeback at the 

1,500-capacity O2 Ritz Manchester, 

tearing through the new album  

– alongside some Oasis bangers – 

for the very first time. Original Oasis 

guitarist Bonehead, looking steezy in 

circular shades, even appeared for a 

triumphant closing rendition of ‘D’You 

Know What I Mean?’. Was he nervous 

about that performance, given that it 

marked his return? “A little bit nervous, 

but not to the point where you wanna 

go home and cry behind your sofa,” 

Liam says. “I always know that the 

crowd is gonna be up for it. 

I think people missed me. 

PHOTOS BY DANNY NORTH

Liam Gallagher has had a biblical 12 months. He’s resurrected  

affections and amassed gazillions of new fans. There have been 

rock’n’roll temper at the drop of a f**king hat,” he tells Jordan Bassett

his career, become a national treasure, usurped Noel in the nation’s 

epic live shows, the massive-selling album ‘As You Were’, 

his first-ever crowd surf, and now NME’s Godlike Genius Award. 

How’s he done it? And what’s next? “I can still muster up that 

19
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And I’m always up for it.” Does Liam get 

emotional when he plays Oasis tracks? 

“Yeah, it’s always emotional singing them 

songs,” he says. “It does bring up a lot of 

emotions and that. But with certain songs, 

you muster up your rock’n’roll temper.  

I can still muster up that rock’n’roll temper 

at the drop of a f**king hat.” 

JUNe 4, 2017
SINGS ‘LIVe FOreVer’ 
At ONe LOVe 
mANcHeSter  
At the One Love Manchester benefit 

concert, Liam performed ‘Live Forever’ 

with Chris Martin, whom he’d previously 

said “looks like a geography teacher”. Are 

the pair cool now? “I wouldn’t say we’re 

‘cool now’,” Liam says. “I apologised on 

the night because it was the right thing to 

do with what’s gone down and that. It was 

only banter anyway. I apologised and we 

moved on. But we don’t go out running 

together and do yoga together, or eat 

ice cream together.” Has Liam ever done 

yoga? “I done it once and I got stuck.  

The little geezer was laughing at me, so  

I thought, ‘I’m taking my mat and I’m off.’”  

AUGUSt 10, 2017
reLeASeS tHe 
WeePy ‘FOr WHAt 
It’S WOrtH’ 
“It’s [an apology] to me mam and to me 

kids for f**king s**t up along the way,” he 

says. “One minute you’re living with them, 

then the marriage breaks down because 

of my stupid behaviour and their lives 

change, don’t they?” Robbie Williams, 

with whom Liam had beef throughout the 

’90s, recently told NME that the track was 

his favourite of 2017. It turns out Liam’s 

read the interview. “Yeah, I get it, man,” 

he says. “I think what he said was right: 

it’s universal, it’s classic, it’s instant.” 

Robbie also said he’d like to duet on the 

track. Liam’s not so sure. “Right, I’m sure 

he does. It’s not happening, is it? Fair play 

to him, he’s got his kids now and all that 

stuff’s under the bridge. We grow up and 

do our thing, but I don’t think me and him 

singing together would be a wise move.” 

OctOber 6, 2017
DrOPS NeW ALbUm  
‘AS yOU Were’
‘As You Were’ surprised many with its 

tight pop melodies. If it hadn’t done 

well, he reckons he might have “gone 

into acting”, so the only downside to the 

record going platinum is perhaps that we 

now probably won’t see Liam Gallagher 

do a stint on Coronation Street. “I thought 

the album might bomb,” he says. “That 

people might have had enough of me and 

I’d have to start f**king sewing at Pretty 

Green [his fashion label]. If the album 

bombs, you can’t do gigs. The second 

Beady Eye one didn’t f**king work. The 

gigs were getting smaller. That’s why we 

What about 

the next 12 

months?

Liam’s got 

big plans

HIS SECOND 

SOLO ALBUM

Liam’s going back into 

the studio in April. What 

will the follow-up to ‘As 

You Were’ sound like? 

“A bit more up-tempo,” 

he says. “A bit more 

in-yer-face. Less 

apologetic. I’d love to 

do a proper out-and-out 

punk rock album – a bit 

Pistols, a bit Stooges.  

I can do that gear; I can 

definitely sing ’em. 

Some of the sing-y 

songs are a bit of  

a struggle when I do ’em 

live. But the lippy ones  

I can do all day long. 

The ones where you spit 

’em out. You’re not 

necessarily singing, 

you’re just f**king 

screaming and shouting. 

I’m all for that.”

DIFFERENT OASIS 

SONGS AT THE  

LIVE SHOWS

“‘Champagne 

Supernova’ might come 

out. ‘Cast No Shadow’, 

‘Bring It On Down’ – the 

world is my oyster with 

all them.”

NO POTATO PEELERS 

AT PARKLIFE

The festival banned 

them soon after 

announcing that Liam 

was playing. Last year, 

Noel appeared on 

Later… With Jools 

Holland with a scissor 

player in his band, so 

Liam joked he’d have  

a peeler player at his 

shows. Lo and behold, 

someone turned up to  

a gig with one in hand. 

“It’s a shame they’ve 

been banned, man. 

They’re good for 

chopping things out and 

that [mimes chopping 

out cocaine]. It’s not all 

about peeling potatoes, 

is it?”

“I’D rAtHer 
A cHAt tHAN A 

SeLFIe. Or eVeN  
A F**KING cUDDLe” 
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knocked it on the head. There was 

no point doing a third one – we’d be 

playing f**king pubs.” This summer, 

he’s due to play a sold-out show 

at north London’s 40,000-capacity 

Finsbury Park – which not exactly an 

open mic night down The Dog and 

Duck, is it?

OctOber 7, 2017
crOWDSUrFS 
At A FOO 
FIGHterS SHOW
Aged 45 years and 16 days old, Liam 

crowdsurfed for the first time at Foo 

Fighters’ Californian festival CalJam, 

while performing ‘Come Together’ with 

Dave Grohl and assorted chums. “They 

asked [me] to a do a song with them,” 

he says, “but I didn’t know the words, 

so I thought, ‘F**k it, I’m getting out of 

here’. Some Foo Fighters fans were 

booing me during the gig, so I landed 

some bombs on their ’eads. I was just 

lying there, thinking, ‘You’re f**king 

booing me? Boo me now, you c**t.’” 

December 19, 2017
trIeS A cHrIStmAS 
PAtcH-UP WItH NOeL
The brothers are, he says, “not in a 

good place”. They’ve spent the past 

year trading public insults, though in 

December Liam tweeted that they were 

“all good again”. It was widely believed 

that they’d called a truce, but Liam 

says that wasn’t the case. “In my head 

[we called a truce]. ’Cos it’s Christmas 

innit and me mam’s always going, 

‘Look, calm down,’ so I had a couple of 

drinks and thought, you know, I’ll put it 

out there. But it’s not happening, is it?” 

There was also a rumour the brothers 

had patched it up at swanky London 

hangout Chiltern Firehouse. “No, no  

– I went there and he wasn’t there,” 

Liam says. “He wasn’t meant to be 

there, but that’s where him and all his 

posh mates go, so I thought I’d steam 

down there and see what they gotta 

say. I just went down there lookin’ 

for a bit of trouble and that but there 

was none of ’em about. They were 

all probably at home, counting their 

money.” He concludes, “We’ve not 

made up,” and describes Noel’s “silly” 

recent album ‘Who Built The Moon?’ 

as “cosmic pop” that’s “like a s**t Kula 

Shaker”. It seems the reunion will have 

to wait.

JANUAry 7, 2018
reVeALS ON tWItter 
tHAt He reAcHeD 
OUt tO OASIS 
(WItHOUt NOeL)
When his post-Oasis band, Beady 

Eye, fell apart, Liam reached out to 

the former Oasis line-up – Bonehead, 

drummer Alan White and bassist 

Paul McGuigan – and was similarly 

dismissed. “I might have been drunk 

and rung ’em up and gone, ‘Shall 

we do something?’” he says. “I said, 

‘We’ve all gotta do it’. We’d have to 

get someone to do Noel’s parts, which 

wouldn’t be hard. It would have been 

good. But they’re all happy doing what 

they’re doing, so they blanked me. 

Well, Bonehead was up for it.”

JANUAry 15, 2018
GOeS ON A LOVeLy 
HOLIDAy IN tHAILAND
What does a Liam Gallagher holiday 

look like? “I don’t read books or any of 

that stuff,” he says. “I just fart about in 

the pool – literally.” Liam can’t swim, 

but this pool was OK because “it 

doesn’t have a deep end… If it went 

out to the sea, that’d be me.” He was, 

naturally, accosted by fans on holiday. 

In general he enjoys the attention, 

though on this occasion “a woman was 

like, ‘My newborn baby’s got all your 

records’. I was like, ‘F**k off, she’s two 

days old. Not havin’ that – f**kin’ do 

one.’” He spends a lot of time having 

selfies with fans. “I’d rather have  

a five-minute chat than that,” he says. 

“‘Where’d you get them trainers from? 

That’s a cool jacket. No, me name’s 

Liam, it ain’t Noel.’ I’d rather that and  

a f**king shake of a hand than a selfie. 

Or even a f**king cuddle.”

FebrUAry 14, 2018
PIcKS UP Nme’S 
GODLIKe 
GeNIUS AWArD
Now, of course, there’s the small 

matter of being crowned Godlike 

Genius at the VO5 NME Awards. Noel 

won the award back in 2012 – a fact 

Liam isn’t quite willing to let slide. 

“Wait until I get on that stage at 

the NME Awards,” he says. “You’re 

gonna f**king know about it. You 

can’t give it to one without the f**king 

other, man! I was like, ‘You cheeky 

f**king c**ts, man.’ But all is forgiven.” 

Admittedly, the title might not have 

done much for their sibling rivalry. 

“Two Godlike Geniuses in my family 

– and then people wonder why we 

don’t f**king speak,” he says, before 

acting out an argument between 

himself and Noel.

“‘I’m Godlike.’”

“‘No – I’m Godlike.’”

“‘Well, it f**king says I’m Godlike.’”

“‘Right, well I’m a f**king genius.’”

“‘I’m a f**king genius too!’”

Liam Gallagher has re-entered 

pop culture as one of British rock’s 

all-time greats. He may joke about  

at his delay in receiving Godlike 

Genius status but, like this whole 

comeback, it’s better late than never. 

As he puts it, “Save the 

best ’til last, mate.”

All my 

people, 

right here, 

right now

Liam’s 2018 

live dates

JUNE

Sun 10 

Parklife 

Festival, 

Manchester. 

Sat 16 

Belsonic, 

Belfast. 

Sat 23 

Isle Of Wight 

Festival. 

Fri 29 

Finsbury Park, 

London
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All the winners from the only AwArd ceremony 
thAt ActuAlly reAlly mAtters

A brief history of an 

amazing career

May 2012

THE AMAZING DEBUT

‘An Awesome Wave’ was as 

delightful as it was weird. After 

forming at Leeds Uni they used 

their 2012 debut to prove 

quirkiness doesn’t have to be 

cringey by mixing up club 

bangers with obscure 

electronica, choral music, 

literary references and some 

serious soundscapes.

November 2012

THE MERCURY

They only went and beat Jessie 

Ware, The Maccabees and Ben 

Howard, didn’t they? They were 

nominated again in 2017 for 

their third album, the legends. 

January 2014

THE DESERTER

Guitarist and bass player Gwil 

Sainsbury left the group but 

the band valiantly carried on as 

a trio.

June 2014

THE MILEY 

CYRUS SAMPLE

‘Hunger Of The Pine’, the 

first single from their second 

album, foxed the purists when 

it transpired that it was a

sample not of some obscure 

1970s funk singer, but of pop 

hero Miley Cyrus. It was further 

evidence that the Brit band 

had totally broken America, 

alongside killing it at 

Coachella and getting 

a Grammy nomination. 

 

December 2016

THE UNIVERSITY 

CHALLENGE APPEARANCE

Keyboard player Gus Unger-

Hamilton repped Leeds Uni on 

Christmas University Challenge 

and proved what we all knew:

these dudes are clever. 

Starter for 10, for sure. 

June 2017

THE GLASTO TRIUMPH

They headlined the Other 

Stage and took the whole 

crowd on an epic journey 

through space and time. Well, 

that’s what it felt like to us. 

Emily Eavis has said they’re in 

the running to head up the 

Pyramid in the future. 

January 2018

THE WEIRD SHOWS 

This summer in New York the 

band will be playing an 

immersive sound show. WTF is 

that, we hear you ask? Well, 

the Forest Hills Stadium gig

will be engaging hyperrealism 

technology to make a show 

that sounds unlike any 

before. Bring it to the UK, yeah, 

lads? If only so we can work 

out just what it actually is. 

suPPorted By

Alt-J

Best British 
BAnd

L-r: Thom Sonny Green, 

Joe Newman, Gus 

Unger-Hamilton
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Everything you need to know 

about UK rap’s newest hero

Name: Stephanie Allen
Age: 26
From: East London via Holland 
and Birmingham
Previous employment: Cake 
decorator, hairdresser
Instagram followers: 419,000
Best tune: The slow-burning 
‘Hurtin’ Me’ is hotter than 
an August spent in a sauna 
in Magaluf.
Biggest collab: At the end of 
2017 Steff joined forces with 
Skepta for the super-rude and 
super-brilliant ‘Ding-A-Ling’. 
Yes, it’s about that kind of 
ding-a-ling. No, you won’t want 
to sing it in front of your mum.
What’s next: After inking a 
record contract for £1 million, 
she’s currently working on her 
debut album. There’s also a 
Drake collaboration which we’re 
itching to hear, but hasn’t yet 
seen the light of day.
She says: “I feel like there 
should be someone to stick 
up for women and make 
them feel good and beautiful 
about themselves.”

suPPorted By

chArli 
XcX
‘Boys’

Best trAcK

Six times the grime 

collective flipped the script

THEY DID IT THEMSELVES

Staunchly DIY, BBK launched 
their own label in 2005 and 
brought the mainstream to 
them, upending the music 
industry’s power dynamic.

THEY TOOk OVER THE O2 

A$AP Rocky and J Hus! 
Five-a-side football! A roller 
disco for some reason! BBK 
owned the arena for one 
Sunday last August.

WILEY RELEASED HIS 

‘fINAL’ ALBUM TWICE

2014’s ‘Snakes & Ladders’ was 
his ‘final’ record, then it was 
2017’s ‘Godfather’. ‘Godfather 
II’ is expected this year.

SkEPTA BROUGHT 

BACk GRILLS

Skeppy is often seen teaming 
grills with shades and winter 
hats. He’s more accessory 
than man.

JME MADE POkéMON 

COOL AGAIN

Jme arranged to swap fans’ 
cards for gold-coloured vinyl of 
his album ‘Integrity’. Pika pika!

THEY SIGNED UP 

BLOODY DRAkE

The Toronto superstar is 
a bona fide BBK fan and so 
joined the collective as an 
honorary member and even 
performed with them in 
London. His hotline blinged 
and he came a-running.

Three nerdy facts 

about ‘Boys’

1 CHARLI LOVES THE 

GEMMA COLLINS ‘REMIx’

And said the fan-made version 
was “better than the original”.

2 THE SONG SAMPLES 

Super Mario

“I knew that sound was going to 
either drive people totally crazy 
or people were going to be 
obsessed with it,” Charli told 
Triple J.

Boy 
Better 
Know

nme AwArd for 
innoVAtion

3 THERE WAS ONE BOY 

SHE COULDN’T GET fOR 

THE VIDEO

She told Twitter she wanted 
Seth Rogen to recreate Britney 
Spears’ python pose, but no.

suPPorted By

stefflon
don

Best new 
Artist
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Amazing music, spectacular 

quotations. The sisters’ best 

proclamations of 2017

“I’m spry as f**k! And I’m 

sassier than ever, if 

that’s possible.” 

Este (bass, vocals)

SUPPORTED BY

AVELINO
‘NO BULLSHIT’

BEST MIXTAPE

One-on-one time with the 

Tottenham MC

Who’s your ultimate hero?

“Jay-Z. He’s everyone’s OG. 

He’s stood the test of time. The 

most important thing though is 

that I look at him and think, ‘We 

come from the same place’.”

What are you proudest of?

“Doing a mixtape with Wretch 

32 or launching the new FIFA 

game, because that’s part of

my upbringing and culture. 

Seeing Ronaldo tweet the 

game with my music on it 

was amazing.” 

How long have you been 

making music?

“I was 15 when I started and

I’m 24 now – almost a decade, 

but they call me the new kid! 

But all the years I’ve been in 

the studio, I see it as training to 

get better. I draw inspiration 

from athletes a lot.”

SUPPORTED BY

HAIM

BEST 
INTERNATIONAL 

BAND

“We’re able to tour the world 

and we’re also the CEOs of 

a company. So right now, we 

really feel like strong, 

empowered women.”

Danielle (vocals, guitars)

“No one is going to make me 

feel anything other than 

a powerful woman.”

Alana (guitars, 

keyboards, vocals)

What’s the plan for 2018?

“The plan is to move forward – 

progress is the most important 

thing at all times. I’m just gonna 

be relentless! I’m young, but 

I feel lyrically and technically 

seasoned. I’ve also got a 

cooking lesson with my mum 

tomorrow – she’s going to show 

me a few things. I’m going to 

get into cooking. She does this 

incredible pasta that’s like 

marinated in… things.” 

24

do your oWn tHing

“Don’t care about what your 

friends or other people are 

doing. Half of them you won’t 

be hanging out with later in life. 

The other half, if they’re doing 

well, they won’t have anything 

to do with you. So go and do 

your own thing.”

He’s clever, he’s talented 

and he’s here to give you 

some words of wisdom

Be coMFortaBle 

WitH yourselF

“Friendship and social life is 

very important. But also, 

make sure that your self is 

something, and you can stand

on your own if you have to.”

 

adMit you don’t 

knoW s**t

“Admitting that you don’t know 

things is much better than 

thinking that you know, and 

then finding out in three years 

that you don’t.” 

SUPPORTED BY

LOYLE 
CARNER

BEST BRITISH 
SOLO ARTIST

E

TIS

L-r: Danielle, Alana 

and Este Haim
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Singer Matt Bellamy on why 

Muse are quite so flipping 

brilliant at the top of the bill

“With Reading, especially when 

you’re headlining the final night, 

it can’t be too subtle. We’re very 

good at not being subtle, so 

that’s been our secret, to just 

lay it on thick. Play all the riffs. 

Play all the heavy riffs. And just 

jam what you can and keep 

everyone pumped. That’s the 

key. In the daytime you can be 

a bit more dreamy or lovey, but 

we tend to go pretty dark-side 

and heavy and that tends to be 

what works.”

Allow them to 

introduce themselves

We’ve toured 

WitH tHe 1975

Heather Baron-Gracie 

(singer): “It was pretty surreal.

We were all very nervous every 

night but it was just fantastic. 

Their fans are so into anything 

and ready to hear new music. 

Any band would kill for 

that opportunity.”

We don’t sound like 

you’d expect 

HBG: “Our image doesn’t 

exactly represent the way our 

music sounds. A lot of people 

think we play hardcore.”

Ciara Doran (drummer): “We 

‘gothbait’ people, apparently.”

HBG: “What even is that? We 

make pop music.”

We’ve got a packed 2018

CD: “We’re recording an album

and it’s coming out later in 

the year. We’re doing a lot 

more touring…”

HBG: “…festivals, music videos 

– we’re not stopping really.”

Max Martin called 

‘green ligHt’

“incorrect songWriting”

Lorde revealed that the Swedish 

songwriting extraordinaire 

uttered the memorable phrase 

when she first played him the 

song. She added that it “wasn’t 

an insult, just a statement 

of fact”.               

The stars gush about 

why 21-year-old Ella 

Yelich-O’Connor is their 

favourite songwriter

LORDE

BEST 
INTERNATIONAL 

SOLO ARTIST

SUPPORTED BY

PALE
WAVES

UNDER THE 
RADAR AWARD

SUPPORTED BY

MUSE

BEST FESTIVAL 
HEADLINER

L-r: Hugo Silvani, 

Ciara Doran, 

Heather Baron-Gracie, 

Charlie Wood

david BoWie rated Her

When Lorde performed a tribute 

to the late genius at the BRITs 

in 2016, his longtime pianist 

Mike Garson revealed that 

Bowie had dubbed her “the 

future of music”. He knew his 

stuff, you know. 

sHe’s one oF taylor 

sWiFt’s BFFs

As she introduced Lorde 

onstage in Washington DC, 

Taylor described the musician 

as “one of my best friends in the 

entire world”. That’s one squad 

you definitely don’t want to 

mess with. 

Jack antonoFF Won’t 

sHut up aBout Her

The Bleachers frontman 

co-wrote ‘Green Light’ and 

recently explained, “We’ve 

introduced each other to a lot 

of things… She taught me 

class.” Yeah, she’s a wise 

woman alright.
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his music’s eclectic and the 

man is a mystery. Presenting 

the many faces of J hus

The muso

‘Common Sense’ pinballs 

between a wild selection of 

styles including grime, 

dancehall, reggae, Atlanta rap, 

Ghanaian hiplife and many 

more. This is the sound of 

a music obsessive let loose in 

the studio.

 

The parTy dude

There’s a lyric from the track 

‘Did You See’ that’s inspired 

by a night baller J Hus had in 

real life: “Came in a black Benz 

/ Left in a white one”. Although 

he’s a student of music, the 

man likes to let his hair down 

(although you can’t always tell 

beneath the fishing hat).

 

The well-connecTed 

mogul

He’s worked with everyone 

from Stormzy (‘Bad Boys’) to 

man-of-the-hour Burna Boy 

(‘Good Time’), while Skepta 

has revealed he rates the 

relative newcomer. And Skeppy 

loves greatness only.

The showman

When he performed in London 

last year, the rapper entered 

the stage from inside a 10ft tall 

fishing hat (his trademark) 

and had four Mercedes-Benz 

cars on stage. The man does 

not do things by halves.

suPPorted by

J hus
‘Common sense’

best Album

suPPorted by

CrAig dAVid 
& bAstille

‘i know you’

best 
CollAborAtion

the five stages of a 

Kasabian show. there’s 

nothing quite like it

1 a biT of an “oosh!”

At some point, inevitably, 

Kasabian will perform their 

2004 anthem ‘Club Foot’ and 

you, refreshed reader, will 

throw your arms around 

a stranger and bawl “OOSH!” 

like the legend you are.

2 a “sergio!” chanT

Guitarist Serge will cool it 

with a lilting acoustic number, 

almost completely drowned 

out when fans bellow 

“Sergiooo!” at him. A sign 

of success: nicknamed 

by strangers.

3 you’ll have 

a liTTle cry…

Kasabian go Quo on ‘Bless 

This Acid House’, a spit-and-

sawdust celebration of 

domesticity. Marvel as grown 

adults blub into their booze, 

contemplating the warm 

embrace of their own 

acid house.

4 …and Then 

TaunT serge

You’ll quote the track ‘Ill Ray 

(The King)’ and ask, “What’s 

your band called, mate?” 

Because you haven’t gone 

soft or anything.  

5 a ‘fire’ ending

Kasabian often bow out 

with ‘Fire’, their 2009 ode to 

having the absolute bloody 

time of your little life. Douse 

yourself down and avoid 

open flames: you’ll never be 

same after tonight.

and craig learned To 

leT go of The pasT

It would be hard for Craig to 

carry the baggage of his 2000 

megahit ‘Born To Do It’ – so 

he’s not even going to try. 

“Don’t worry about that early 

stuff,” he says. “When you’re 

happy that someone could hear 

‘I Know You’ and that be the 

first song they’ve ever heard 

[from me] – I’m cool with that. 

It’s a beautiful journey.” 

suPPorted by

kAsAbiAn

best liVe 
Artist

how dan and craig cooked 

up a winner

iT’s The perfecT Tune 

for righT now

“Hip-hop is leaning into 

that place where hip-hop and 

R&B joins,” says Craig. “If you 

were there the first time round, 

you look now and think, ‘This is 

the 2000s playing out again’. 

That’s why it’s ripe for us to do 

what we’re doing together. 

Right now it’s a good time for 

both of our styles of music.”

dan was inspired by 

craig’s longeviTy

Dan Smith admires his friend’s 

ability to remain relevant over 

two decades. “People who have 

long careers, there’s a humility 

to them,” says the Bastille 

singer. “What’s been impressive 

is watching [Craig] work with 

new producers and artists, and 

pushing himself. It’s important 

to always imagine you’re a new 

act with something to prove.”

rA

L-r: Tom Meighan,

Serge Pizzorno
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For waaaaay more inFo on 
the Vo5 nme awards 2018, 
head to nme.com/awards

three reasons the vid 

is hilarious

1 The wild wesT seTTing

Like Westworld, but with 

stick-on moustaches and 

a soundtrack about friendship.

2 every member of The 

band has a cool parT

Bassist Celia plays a femme 

fatale, drummer Fern is a lechy 

man in black, singer Juliette 

gets to be the revenant hero 

while guitarist Soph shows off 

her comedy range with her 

parts as multiple townspeople. 

3 There’s a TwisT

After the tense standoff, there’s 

a cheeky reveal that underlines 

the song’s BFF message.

the best musical cameos

sky ferreira

Sings Commodores’ ‘Easy’ as 

Baby’s mother in a flashback.

big boi and killer mike

Blink and you’ll miss these

two in a restaurant scene.

flea

The Red Hot Chili Peppers

bassist steps up as gang

member Eddie ‘No-Nose’.

Jon spencer

The icon plays a prison guard 

and his awesome tune 

‘Bellbottoms’ opens the movie. 

suPPorted by

bAby 
driVer

best Film

shirley 
mAnson

nme iCon

suPPorted by

glAstonbury 

best FestiVAl

suPPorted by

the big 
moon
‘suCker’

best musiC 
Video

1 corbyn

J-Corbz hit up Worthy Farm 

to give a 20-minute speech 

to a giant crowd. Here are 

16 of his most inspirational 

words: “I want to see a world 

where there is real opportunity 

for everybody in our 

society.” Believe!

2 peace  

In response to a series of 

terrorist attacks in early 2017, 

15,000 Glasto-goers formed an 

enormous peace symbol at the 

Stone Circle.

3 lorde 

Performing inside a giant box, 

Lorde played out the themes of 

‘Melodrama’ in thrillingly 

conceptual style on the Other 

Stage. No one matched her. 

4 The killers

Ten years after headlining, The 

Killers returned to play a secret 

set, performing classics such 

as ‘Mr Brightside’ alongside 

new single ‘The Man’. You were 

lucky to get anywhere near it.

5 boy beTTer know

A year after grime properly 

carved out a space for itself at 

Glasto, BBK played the Other 

Stage’s most exciting set. 

“F**king love you lot”, Skepta 

said. The feeling was mutual.

Five mega moments from 

Glasto 2017

The acTivism

“With PETA, I’ve always been 

obsessed with trying to protect 

animals and giving them 

a better existence. My dream 

job is to work for the World 

Wildlife Fund. And as for Girls 

Rock London, they’re an 

inspiration. The idea of getting 

more women involved in music 

is so important to me. With 

LGBTQ rights, that’s just 

common sense. It’s just nuts 

that we think people are 

different just because they’re 

choosing to have sex in 

a different position or up a 

different orifice. I have so many 

friends in that community, and 

the idea that they don’t have the 

same rights as I do makes me 

insane. I don’t view these things 

as activism. They don’t require 

real effort – it’s how I engage 

with the world.”

The aTTiTude

“I think people are scared to say 

something because they don’t 

necessarily know what’s right 

or wrong. I think I have got a 

lot of common sense. That’s

just the way I’ve been brought 

up, I guess: just to be honest as

I can be. I’ve tried to live my life 

like that. Sometimes it offends 

people and sometimes people 

think I should shut the f**k 

up, but I don’t believe anyone.

You should speak up when 

you see something 

unjust happen.”

in the Garbage legend’s 

own words

The sisTerhood

“This feels like a stamp of 

honour for women in the music 

industry. We’re struggling so 

much, and there’s such a small 

percentage of us involved in 

any level really. It’s great for 

other young women to watch 

older, more established 

musicians get acknowledged 

for their careers. That can only 

be a good thing. You are who 

you see. I’m really concerned 

about the percentage of young 

women getting involved in 

music. It cannot remain a male 

playground, it has to change.”

The music

“We went through a period in 

our career where we almost 

became public and media 

property – but Garbage is us. 

I just wanna try to explore the 

world through our own lens. 

That is a great privilege. I’m 

f**king over pleasing people. I’m 

all about pleasing my curiosity.”

best musiC 

Film

gAgA ‘FiVe 

Foot two’

best reissue

rAdioheAd

‘oknotok’

best smAll 

FestiVAl

FestiVAl 

no. 6

musiC moment 

oF the yeAr

one loVe

mAnChester

hero oF

the yeAr

AriAnA 

grAnde

VillAin oF 

the yeAr

Piers morgAn

93NME18005136.pgs  13.02.2018  17:36    



28

BEST FOR 
SADDLING UP
GOAT GIRL

The Man 

Fans of obscuro 1980s 

cowpunkers The Gun 

Club will go wild for this 

jangly slice of genius. 
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BEST FOR 
SWAGGERING
TOmmy GENESIS

Lucky

About-to-be-huge 

Canadian pop star 

Tommy is on tour with 

Dua Lipa and makes 

sick, slick tunes like this. 

BEST FOR 
TOILING ON 
THE FARm
PJ HARvEy

An Acre Of Land 

Taken from new film 

Dark River, this 

compelling English folk 

song is so haunting you’ll 

be looking under your 

bed for monsters after 

you hear it.

BEST FOR 
STARTING THE
CIRCLE PIT
TURNSTILE

I Don’t Wanna Be Blind

This is what hardcore 

sounds like in 2018: 

a lot like it did in 1988, 

but with a fresh fury. 

BEST FOR 
UNWANTED 
ADmIRERS 
mARSHmELLO AND 

ANNE-mARIE

Friends

Play this song at full 

blast to suitors who 

won’t take ‘f**k off’ for 

an answer.

For more new music, 
go to nme.com

BEST FOR 
STROKES 
SESSIONS
ALBERT 

HAmmOND JR

Muted Beatings

A fast, furious and 

addictive solo outing for 

The Strokes guitarist, 

taken from his upcoming 

fourth album. 

BEST FOR 
BUSTING 
A mOvE
PARK HOTEL

Good People 

NME 100 stars Park 

Hotel come over like 

a millennial Talking 

Heads on this post-funk 

dancefloor destroyer. 

BEST FOR 
WEATHERING 
THE STORm
PEACE

Power

Inspired by a giant 

thunderstorm, ‘Power’ 

sees the Brummie indie 

boys harnessing big 

crunchy guitars and 

mega choruses.

BEST FOR
HAvING A CRy
CALUm SCOTT AND 

LEONA LEWIS 

You Are The Reason

Queen Leona returns, 

turning Calum’s solo 

track into a super- 

soppy ballad. 

BEST FOR 
LAvA LAmP 
SHOPPING
mEIN

Earth Moon

Featuring members of 

The Horrors and The 

Black Angels, Mein do 

psychedelic grooviness 

very well indeed. 

this week’s essential new releases 
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Rejjie Snow 
Dear Annie

★★★★★
 Rap  HeaRtbReak  epic 

Freezy does it
An odyssey of hip- 
hop, R&B, pop and 
beyond from the 
Dublin rapper

Over 20 tracks, the 

24-year-old carves space  

to celebrate the dizzying 

heights and devastating  

lows of love. Openers ‘Hello’ 

and ‘Rainbows’ will get the 

butterflies fluttering, but 

bittersweet moments are  

just around the corner, with 

‘Egyptian 

Luvr’ 

imploring  

you to 

cherish what 

you have 

because you 

never know 

when it will 

disappear.

The record largely feels 

like a celebration of Snow’s 

journey to this point. On the 

funk-laden ‘Annie’ he boasts 

of having “magic in my hands 

all day and all night” and on 

‘Freestyle 4’ gives himself 

a well-deserved pat on the 

back: “I’m black, I’m weird, 

I’m proud”. Scandi-pop 

sensation Anna Of The North 

and Toronto producer 

Kaytranada are just two of 

the guests. The results? 

G-funk meets NSFW lyrics 

on ‘LMFAO’, laid-back jazz 

rules on ‘The Rain’ while 

there are hints of Tame 

Impala on the glorious 

closing track ‘Greatness’.

‘Dear Annie’ is a stunning 

odyssey through hip-hop, 

R&B, pop and beyond, one 

that will lend itself to both 

wintry nights in and blissed-

out parties this summer. He 

may have hung up his 

football boots, but Snow’s 

scored a belter on his debut 

record. Thomas Smith

IN THE AGE OF 

streaming, bloated 

album lengths are fast 

becoming the norm. 

Drake pioneered the 

art with his 20-track 

albatross ‘Views’ in 2016, while 

Migos’ ‘Culture II’ clocks in at 

over an hour and 45 minutes. 

Rejjie Snow’s 61-minute debut 

‘Dear Annie’ is snappy by 

comparison. In fact, we could 

have gone for another hour. 

It’s that good.

The album’s length is no real 

surprise considering the grind 

Snow’s been on to get to this 

point. After ditching a football 

scholarship, the Dublin-born 

artist released first EP 

‘Rejovich’ in 2013. A flow of 

singles culminated in last year’s 

‘The Moon & You’ mixtape, 

but ‘Dear Annie’ manages 

to be a marvellous step up.

ALBUM
OF THE
WEEK

US GiRlS
In A Poem Unlimited

★★★★
 RaGe  wooZe  pop 

Protest goes pop
On which Meg Remy 
distils female rage 
into something woozy, 
hypnotic and powerful

‘IN A POEM 

Unlimited’ might be 

Toronto-based 

musician and artist 

Meg Remy’s sixth 

studio album under 

the US Girls name, but it’s 

entirely likely you’ve never 

heard of her. Decidedly under 

the radar, she’s spent the past 

decade or so crafting music 

from the fringes. Until now.  

On this very modern protest 

album, she’s managed to distil 

the bubbling female rage that’s 

finally become headline news 

and created a woozy, hypnotic 

album that’s rooted in 

electronica and dreamy, jazzy 

interludes, but also manages to 

encompass disco, funk, soul, 

dub, trip-hop, art-pop, 

noise-rock, industrial and quite 

a lot of ABBA.

Despite its soft delivery and 

irrepressible Minnie Riperton 

groove, opener ‘Velvet 4 Sale’ 

cuts to the quick, its powerful 

first line (“You’ve been sleeping 

with one eye open because he 

always could come back, you 

know / And 

you’ve been 

walking these 

streets unguarded 

waiting for any 

man to explode”) 

likely to ring true 

with more women 

than it should in 

2018. ‘MAH’ – an 

anti-war anthem that skips 

between Bowie and Blondie 

with infectious glee – takes 

Meg’s politics onto the sparkly 

dancefloor of Studio 54, while 

the propulsive ‘Pearly Gates’ 

conflates religion and abuse of 

male power over skittering 

old-school beats and a tune 

that brilliantly resembles Snoop 

Dogg’s ‘Gin And Juice’.

Powerful, potent and bloody 

good for dancing to, ‘In A Poem 

Unlimited’ might just be the 

soundtrack to the revolution. 

Leonie Cooper
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Lady Bird
15 Saoirse Ronan,  

Laurie Metcalf, 

Timothée Chalamet

★★★★★
 aNGST  aMBiTiON  aWKWardNESS 

A clever and affecting 
triumph from writer-
director Greta Gerwig

Writer-director 

Greta Gerwig has downplayed 

suggestions that this film is 

strictly autobiographical, 

saying, “Nothing in the movie 

literally happened in my life, but 

it has a core of truth that 

resonates with what i know.” 

But because Lady Bird has so 

many relatable moments and 

effortlessly compelling 

performances, it often feels 

completely real.

christine McPherson 

(Saoirse ronan) is a high school 

senior who prides herself on 

being different from her family 

Greta expectations
Lady Bird (Saoirse

ronan) and danny

(Lucas Hedges)

A beautiful dark 
twisted fairytale
An otherworldly masterpiece from master 
of weird Guillermo del Toro

ThE ShapE 
Of WaTEr 
15 Sally Hawkins, Octavia 

Spencer, Michael Shannon

★★★★
 SpaCE  hUMaNOidS  LOVE 

tHroUGHoUt HiS 

career, Guillermo del toro 

has developed a reputation 

for crafting some of 

Hollywood’s most prominent 

oddities – from the dark 

fantasy of Pan’s Labyrinth to 

the gothic romance of 

Crimson Peak. 

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN



elisa (Sally

Hawkins) with

the humanoid

(doug Jones)

and friends. She insists they call 

her “Lady Bird” because it 

sounds more bohemian than 

her birth name, and snobbishly 

dismisses her hometown, 

Sacramento, as “the Midwest of 

california”. Her overworked 

mother, Marion (played by 

Roseanne’s Laurie Metcalf), 

wants her to attend a local 

college to save money, but Lady 

Bird is determined to apply to 

fancier establishments on the 

east coast, despite her patchy 

academic record. While butting 

heads with her mum, and 

working out which school clique 

she belongs in, Lady Bird 

enjoys romantic dalliances with 

a pretentious indie boy (Call Me 

By Your Name’s timothée 

chalamet) and a conflicted 

musical theatre kid (Manchester 

By The Sea’s Lucas Hedges).

though Lady Bird is  

a coming-of-age story with 

familiar tropes such as prom 

night and a disappointing first 

sexual experience, it’s really  

a film about teenage aspiration. 

Gerwig understands the gap 

between the person you are and 

the person you dream of 

becoming. ronan and Metcalf 

are heartbreaking as a mother 

and daughter who can’t quite 

meet in the middle, but Lady 

Bird enthrals because its 

smaller roles are also beautifully 

played. it’s a clever, affecting 

film that’s a total pleasure to 

watch. Nick Levine

a South American river.

in the hands of del toro, the 

strangest of premises is 

transformed into one of the 

most consistently beautiful love 

stories to have played out on 

the big screen in years – and it’s 

largely down to the strong 

sense of innocence and 

humanity that stops it from 

playing out like an interspecies 

freak show.

Hawkins, too, has never been 

better, anchoring the film with 

an incredibly powerful 

performance as she lets her 

face do all the talking.

Ultimately, del toro’s 

masterpiece is an utter triumph 

in finding love and humanity in 

the most unlikely of places  

– and it asks us to do exactly 

the same. Nick Reilly

But it’s The Shape Of Water 

that may well prove to be his 

masterpiece, with the Mexican 

auteur crafting a magnificently 

twisted tale that is somewhere 

in between Beauty And The 

Beast and The Creature From 

The Black Lagoon.

Set against the backdrop of 

the US-Soviet Space race, The 

Shape Of Water sees Sally 

Hawkins deliver an oscar-

worthy turn as elisa, a mute 

cleaner who develops the 

unlikeliest of relationships with 

a mysterious humanoid that is 

housed at the government 

facility where she works. 

However, it isn’t long before 

their risky relationship puts 

them at odds with Michael 

Shannon’s sadistic colonel who 

initially pulled the creature from 
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SEETICKETS.COM | TICKETMASTER.CO.UK | METROPOLISMUSIC.COM

#VO5NMEAWARDS2018

SATURDAY 24 FEB

O2 ACADEMY BRIXTON

LONDON

PLUS SPECIAL GUEST

ALBERT HAMMOND JRTHURSDAY 22 FEB

OSLO

LONDON

PLUS WHENYOUNG AND FEHM 

TUESDAY 27 FEB

MOTH CLUB

LONDON

PLUS THE MODERN STRANGERS

AND RYDER THE EAGLE

THURSDAY 1 MAR

KOKO

LONDON

PLUS OCTAVIAN

WEDNESDAY 28 FEB

THE GARAGE

LONDON

PLUS FINDLAY AND BLACKWATERS

AMPLIFICATION
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Yxng 
Bane
East London rapper 
who’s ready to  
dominate the charts

Self-deScribed aS 

“experimental, authentic and 

very original”, east london’s 

Yxng bane is on track to be 

2018’s breakout rapper. With 

banging new single ‘Vroom 

Vroom’ on the horizon, the

21-year-old describes his

ascent so far and taking his 

dad clubbing in beefa.

What’s been your maddest 

experience so far?

“Probably playing in Nigeria. 

i didn’t have any expectations, 

it was more about the 

experience of going there, 

and then i saw the reaction in 

the crowd and how interested 

[they were] and [how] well they 

knew the songs, and just had 

a great night.”

Is your family also loving 

your musical success?

“i’ve got a baby sister 

who’s three years old and 

knows all the lyrics to 

everything. They’ve 

been very supportive. They 

come to all the shows. 

i brought my dad to ibiza 

when i had a show there!”

Did you take him on 

a night out?

“Yeah, i took him on a night out. 

and i took him to a show, so he 

saw me perform in front of 

thousands of people, so he 

can’t complain! He went before 

when he was younger, so him 

going now was a bit different… 

i think he enjoyed it.”

Looking to the future, 

what’s your biggest 

career aspiration?

“it’s just always to give 110 per 

cent and to really push myself. 

and obviously you can set 

targets like a Grammy, or a this 

or a that, everybody aspires to 

that – but it’s more about taking 

it day by day and trying to 

better myself in anything that 

i’m doing.” Hannah Mylrea

From: canning Town, london

Social: @Yxngbane

Buy: Single ‘corner’ is out now

Live: academy 2, birmingham 

(22 Mar), Gorilla, Manchester 

(23 Mar), islington assembly 

Hall, london (28 & 29 Mar)

His name was inspired by 

the villain in The Dark 

Knight Rises – even though 

he hadn’t even seen the 

Batman film when he  

picked it

‘Corner’

This Maleek berry team-up  

is a slick slice of club-ready 

afro bashment.
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 J Hus  PoPCaan 
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nme.com/merch

t e e s , h o o d i e s , m u g s & m o r e

We are interested
in viewing ALL qu

ality collections o
f

vinyl records and
CDs ANYWHERE th

roughout the UK

and Ireland. We’ll
travel to you.

Contact The Soun
d Machine if you

would like to talk

with one of our s
pecialists or to ar

range a viewing

appointment.

info@thesoundma
chine.uk.com

0118 957 5075
07786 078 361

thesoundmac
hine.uk.com

Follow us on:

Get your
GiG in

Call
0203 148 2670
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AlvvAys

Fri 16 Trinity, 

Bristol. Sun 18 O2 

ABC, Glasgow. 

Mon 19 Academy, 

Manchester. Wed 

21 Church, Leeds. 

Thu 22 O2 

Academy, 

Leicester. 

Annie MAc, 

chAMpion, Mc 

serious, A.G

Sat 17 KOKO, 

London.

Blushes

Wed 21 The 

Waiting Room, 

London. 

cAtholic 

Action

Tue 20 Think Tank? 

Underground, 

Newcastle. Wed 21 

The Cellar, Oxford. 

Thu 22 Sunflower 

Lounge, 

Birmingham. 

Dusky

Sat 17 Gorilla, 

Manchester. 

FrAnz 

FerDinAnD

Fri 16 O2  

Academy, 

Newcastle. Sat 17 

O2 Academy, 

Glasgow. Mon 19 

O2 Academy  

& Underground, 

Leeds. Tue 20  

O2 Academy, 

Birmingham. Wed 

21 O2 Academy, 

Bristol. 

Four tet

Fri 16 Barrowland, 

Glasgow. Mon 19, 

Tue 20, Wed 21  

& Thu 22 Village 

Underground, 

London. 

her’s

Wed 21 Boileroom, 

Guildford. 

iron & Wine

Fri 16 Eventim 

Apollo, London. 

Jessie WAre, 

sunFloWer 

BeAn, Weslee

Thu 22 The Jazz 

Café, London.

kelelA

Sun 18 Academy, 

Manchester. Thu 

22 Roundhouse, 

London. 

kenDrick 

lAMAr

Tue 20 SSE Arena 

Wembley, London. 

kinG GizzArD  

& the WizArD 

lizArD

Wed 21 O2 

Academy Brixton, 

London. Thu 22 

Academy, 

Manchester. 

khAliD

Sat 17 Academy, 

Manchester. Sun 

18 O2 Academy, 

Glasgow. 

lAurA Misch

Tue 20 Hare 

& Hounds, 

Birmingham. 

Thu 22 Headrow 

House, Leeds. 

nAtAlie 

iMBruGliA

Fri 16 RNCM, 

Manchester. 

nick hAkiM

Fri 16 King Tut’s, 

Glasgow. Sat 17 

Deaf Institute, 

Manchester. 

the orielles

Sat 17 Yellow Arch 

Studios, Sheffield. 

Sun 18 Hare  

& Hounds, 

Birmingham.  

Tue 20 Clwb Ifor 

Bach, Cardiff. 

pArk hotel

Mon 19  

Boileroom, 

Guildford. 

pAtAWAWA

Thu 22 The Library, 

Leeds. 

puBlic  

Access tv

Fri 16 Brudenell 

Social Club, Leeds. 

Sat 17 Soup 

Kitchen, 

Manchester. Sun 

18 Hare & Hounds, 

Birmingham. Tue 

20 Crofters Rights, 

Bristol. Wed 21 

The Joiners, 

Southampton. 

puMA Blue

Mon 19 Castle 

Hotel, Manchester. 

Tue 20 Headrow 

House, Leeds. 

Wed 21 Omeara, 

London. Thu 22 

The Hope & Ruin, 

Brighton. 

reBeccA 

FerGuson

Fri 16 De La  

Warr Pavilion, 

Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Sat 17 UEA, 

Norwich. Sun 18 

University, Hull. 

Tue 20 Tyne 

Theatre & Opera 

House, Newcastle. 

Thu 22 William 

Aston Hall, 

Wrexham. 

the 

sherlocks

Fri 16 Victoria 

Warehouse, 

Manchester. 

son lux

Tue 20 Scala, 

London. 

sprinG kinG

Fri 16 Fruit, Hull. 

Wiley

Wed 21 Academy, 

Manchester. Thu 

22 O2 Institute, 

Birmingham. 

Wilkinson

Fri 16 O2 Academy 

Brixton, London. 

Sat 17 O2 

Academy, 

Bournemouth. 

M.I.A-zing
Bestival’s first line-up 
announcement is  
a cracker 

LAST YEAR BESTIVAL 

moved from its former home, 

the Isle of Wight, to Dorset’s 

Lulworth Estate. Building on the 

success of that edition, the Rob 

da Bank-curated festival has 

announced its first set of names 

for the 2018 bill, led by the 

Sunday headliner M.I.A., who 

Bestival-goers can be sure will 

treat them to a string of massive 

tunes, from ‘Paper Planes’ to 

‘Bad Girls’ and cuts from her 

‘final’ album, 2016’s ‘AIM’. 

Elsewhere, Saturday’s 

headliners are London 

Grammar, while fast-rising 

singer Jorja Smith heads up 

Thursday at the Big Top – and 

there are plenty more exciting 

names to fill up your clash-

finder, from veterans Chaka 

Khan and Grace Jones to hotly 

tipped new artists such as 

IAMDDB and Hak Baker.     

BestivAl 2018
lulworth estate, Dorset

AuGust 2-5

line-up hiGhliGhts: M.I.A., 

Jorja Smith, Chaka Khan, Plan  

B, Mura Masa, Stefflon Don, 

London Grammar, IAMDDB, 

Kelela, Django Django, Not3s, 

Mabel, Bicep, Faithless. 

tickets: £161 early bird tickets

kAMAsi 
WAshinGton
Jazz don

MAy 

Wed 2 Roundhouse, London. Fri 4 

Albert Hall, Manchester. Sat 5 

Queen Margaret Union, Glasgow. 

Sun 6 Big Top, Cheltenham. 

tell Me More: The 

saxophonist was part of the team 

that made Kendrick Lamar’s ‘To 

Pimp A Butterfly’ so very funky. 

tickets: £25-£31.75

THIS WEEK’S BEST TICKETS AND GIGS

kelelA
Alternative r&B singer

FeBruAry

Sun 18 Academy, Manchester. 

Thu 22 Roundhouse, London.  

Fri 23 SWX, Bristol.

tell Me More: The 

Washington D.C. star is touring  

her debut studio album ‘Take  

Me Apart’.

tickets: £12.88-£20.92 
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Dita Von Teese
Burlesque star 

 

The wisdom  
of the NME 

archives

THIS WEEK

MIKE PaTTon

Faith No More

February 18, 1995

“It’s supposed to be

real cleansing, drinking 

your own piss.” 

Go To NME.coM for  
MorE SouNDTrackS

THE FIRST 
SonG I 
REMEMBER 
HEaRInG
Hall & oaTES

Sara Smile

“I remember it playing at 

my parents’ house when 

they brought my new 

little sister home and her 

name was Sarah. My 

mum listens to a lot of 

David Bowie and Barbra 

Streisand and all those 

’50s songs.”

THE FIRST 
BanD I FEll 
In loVE WITH 
THE CuRE

“Someone mentioned 

their name and I 

thought, ‘Oh, I wanna be 

cool and listen to that 

too’. It must have been 

when I was around 11.  

It was a pretty good 

choice, because they’re 

arguably the best band 

that there ever was.”

THE FIRST GIG 
I WEnT To 
THE JaCKSon 5

“I won tickets on the 

radio to see the 

Jacksons. My dad was 

out of work at the time 

and I think my mom was 

giving me the choice of, 

‘Do you want to sell the 

tickets to make money 

for the family?’ I was,  

like a lot of little girls, 

completely in love with 

Michael Jackson, so my 

mom’s like, ‘We’re 

going’. It was really still 

the most amazing thing 

I’ve ever seen.”

Dita Von Teese’s 

self-titled debut album 

is out february 16 In
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THE SonG 
THaT MaDE 
ME WanT To 
PERFoRM 
BoBBy DaRIn

Beyond The Sea

“In the early ’90s, I had 

this 80-year-old man 

teach me how to swing 

dance and he played 

‘Beyond The Sea’. I 

always think about these 

dance lessons and how 

they kind of changed my 

life. The swing dance 

scene was just emerging 

in the LA area and it was  

a huge moment.”

THE SonG 
I CanT GET 
ouT oF  
My HEaD
anyTHInG By  

KaTy PERRy

“Katy Perry songs really 

get stuck in your head. 

I’ll be like, ‘No wonder 

this is a hit – it sticks in 

people’s minds and they 

have no choice.’”

THE MuSIC 
THaT MaKES 
ME DanCE
ElECTRonICa 

“Having an invitation in 

1990 to a party in Los 

Angeles and going to my 

first rave and taking my 

first hit of ecstasy was 

my gateway to electronic 

music. My mind was 

blown. I was 18 or 19 and 

it was life-changing. It 

was such a wild scene. 

I’m still close to all those 

people that have been 

around forever on the 

rave scene.”

THE SonG 
I Do aT 
KaRaoKE
Dolly PaRTon anD 

KEnny RoGERS 

Islands In The Stream

“I’ll do it privately with 

close friends but I will 

not do it publicly – I do  

not want to end up on 

YouTube doing a karaoke 

song! I like a duet.  

I usually do ‘Islands  

In The Stream’ or ‘The 

Girl Is Mine’, which is 

Paul McCartney and 

Michael Jackson.” 

THE aRTIST 
THaT REMInDS 
ME oF HoME
GEoRGE MICHaEl  

“I think his music is so 

beautiful and his ‘Listen 

Without Prejudice’ album 

is still my most praised 

album of all time. He 

filmed me for visuals for 

his last few tours – he 

had me performing my 

burlesque shows on  

a huge screen behind 

him. Probably my most 

star-struck moment of all 

time was meeting and 

spending time with 

George. He was so 

funny. Very handsome 

and sexy. Every time  

I was around him, I just 

thought, ‘I’m so in awe’. I 

could never act normal.”
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