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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Although Norman Tebbit has been talking and
writing about television news coverage, it might be
worthwhile radio newsroom staff taking a careful look at
the way in which they tend to ‘colour' news reports,
rather than offer the (traditiopal) straight reporting of
facts,

News bulletins on radio are subject to
editorial comment as much as our friends working in
television - and it is not just the BE8C who are doing it,
I shall not say 'guilty' - as I do not intend to become
involved In a political debate on this matter,

It would certainly make a change to hear news
reported as it is, rather than from the editors point-of-
view,

PR P4

Again this issue we are pleased to bring you a
further episode in the very popular WONDERFUL RADIO
LONOON FILES, written and carefully researched by Chris
Elliot! That is in addition to all the uswal coverage in
Britain's only all radio news & information publication!
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More in a fortnight!!! JAY JACKSON
Editor
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COMMUNITY RADIO

GOVIHINNMIENT MOV PO 1t i T AT A
Wl TEHi IWATYT Y IOV IS0V  MIENT O

As predicted by NOW R&DIO severali weeks ago

finalising the content of the Green Faper,

Newcastle Community Radi1o,

1600 hours, will featurs taltks o the cabix

experiments at such locations as Newi-r SQvelifr  n;
Thamesmead, Simon Fatra1dge will 3l S Vs o
history of community rédxo, starting 1n the IR
coming through unt:i1l today - including the p1:

will be a feature on Austrlian Community Radi1o -
includes specialaist mus:c stations as we )

talk/information based stations,

There will also be a general Jiscussion.
for the event will be £6 each,

We suggest calling Mare Jones on (031 ...
for further information of thic event,

’

The Jday 1ong event, starting 2. 1000 and .-

Government seems certain Lo aNnNoun e that it 1

shortly push ahead with plans &o recrganise British ragin ||
broadcasting services, Whitehall sDurces sSay tine
Government will not wait for the Gener ai Election, whicn f
could be as early as May or June next year,

The Green faper, expected wvery shortly, strouiog
outline the Government plan to reform the Cable Autiorid ,
into an  authority to  deal with ali UK local radae
services - including community radio, The IBA will tie
left with ITV, Channel 4 TV anc DBS 7V,

The move to turn the cable authority into a ovody
responsible for 1ocal radin was another proposal of NOw

RADIO WNEWSLETER/NOW RADIO COMMUNICATIONS in a document
sent to the Home Secretary 7Tor his attention before

A Cabinet Committee has been formed 2003 irs< (XY
workling away on 1ts preperations - with annuunuemen - ]
ecpected to be made 1n the nect couupie of monbie, Tre
will be a dJdebate in the House of Commdns, aiso scoedol -
for Lhe earirest Jate possible,

NOORTIYT DI AN S COWNTMUON L T FENIAN BFS N4
MT<ieim T N PR AN,

A Community Radio Conference 15 b2ing iveun
Saturday November 15 at Sunderland, The oDne oy se—mii - |
has been w©organised by Mari Jones , 3 memba2r -
Community Radio Associration and foaunde® member of e

'
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CRA TAFPER (“IVEN TO MINISTER

The Community Radio Assnciration has submitted its
paper to the Minister of State at the Home Office with
speci1al responsibility for broadcasting, David Mellor,

The paper sets out the CRA's thinking on the
introduction and development of community radio, and four
of the main points are;

The needs of a vast number of communities, large
and small, wurban and rural, united by gJeographical ties
or other common interests, are being neglected by the BBC

and IBA,

The benefits o f Dpen access community radio
stations owned, controlled, financed and programmed by
communities themselves are principally: the extension of
free speech, increased economic, social and artistaic
activity and expression, new opportunities for training

and education and greater understanding between Jifferent
cultures and traditions,

The elements of community radio are contained in
the CRA code of practice: locally owned, democraticaily-
controlled open access radin, 1.e, stations oswned and run
by a wide cross—-section of the community which the
stations exist to'serve, and seeking to 1nvolve as many
people as possible, particularly those currently
disadvantaged or under-represented 1n the existing medi1a.

A new regulatory and development body should be
set up - The Community and Speciai Eroadcasting Agency.
It would 1ssue licences, supervise 2n-ai1r stations, make
grants available and represent the interests of community
radio generally., Licences would be issued 1n response to
a demonstrable communmity need, The CR system would be
largely self regulating,

Stations would draw their finance for setting up
and running stations from a number of different sources:
grants, sponsorship, subscriptions, funraising and
advertising, Control should not be in the hands of a
small number of unaccountable shareholders,

Frequencies can be made available now on the
spectrum and the number of fregquencies for CR use can be
increased if Independent National Radio and simulcasting
(having the same stations on both AM and FM) are stopped,

RADIO BOSSEES OFFER HELP

Richard Finlay, Managing Director of Edinburgh IR
station Radio Forth has followed Radio Clyde boss Jimmy
Gordon in offering help in such areas as training to
community radio groups in Scotland,

Finlay taad a meeting with the West Lothian
community radio group and said that he supported the idea
of the neighbourhood style of community station - though
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like Jimmy Gordon, he expressed reservations Aabus

community—of-interest stations

FIRATID CONT I NUE

New unlicenced radin stations continue t»o EN R
around the country, despite oN=g901ng efforts by teaos
from the Department of Trade's Radin Investigatic,
Service to close them down and bring about prosecutions

Bristol has a new roth/pop format station, know

as 103,65 Sky Rock and a new Greek station has joined
pirates in North London,

According to Media Monitor, fourteen stations were
logged in London one recent weekend, 12 were broadcastin.
on FM, the other two on AM. The stationsg included; FrF:.
(Rock) 89,92, SINA Radio fAsian) 90,70, Spunard Radi.
(Turkish lanjuage) 89,06, TKO 91,00, LWR 82.00, KISS-Fiv
93.92, TRAX-FM 103,20, Time Radio 103,85, JWT (Blav-
Music) and JBC 104 .83MHz., The AM stations were Eorc.

Radio (112SkHz) and Radio Memphis on i 2E0KHZ,

Firate stations exist 1n Sevearal Diher A
including Eirmingham, North Wales Merseysias
Hertfordshire,

In Eirmingham, FCRL {Teoples" Communiyty Roa
Line) broadcasts aimost unhindere.sd - bui Tor

occasional DTI 'i1nspection',

i

Ferhaps the luckilest station of Aall 18 2 wiiai

based in Brent, North london - JBC, JBC 18 never wifait-

by raids by DT1I officials and manrages Lo foan
continuous programming for the blach communyty on 0L
MHz , '
ST MUITL AL A Wl N

The simulcast of Queen i1n Concert at Wenbiiey w-—
off with no trouble whatsoever on Saturday nigive, Gt
25th - and was carried by 45 of the country o crommoer .,
radio stations and Channel 4 7V,

Audio for the programme was carvied freow Cap
Radio to The British Telecom Tower, then pezwe.  wup.
Intelsat 5, from where ii was received 2 DR Y
installed at all the ILR stations around iLire  roo

Vision was carried by Channel 4, which advised +i1zwer o
the begining of the simuicast to tune to tro;

commercial station, where they wouio be abie .. o
full digital stereo.
Earlier fears that nions might bizce

programme were forgotten only dJdays ahead of = =5ui-=
and almost all available airtime was snld Ton

broadcast,
It was the first such broadcast in e Ut

commercial radio and television,

4::§h
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IREA RO=S PROMOTED 1IN EURO GcrOuUM

The Director of Radio at the IBA, John Thompson
CBE, has been elected a vice-chairman of the European
Broadcasting Union's Radin Committee, effective from the
start of the new year ,

This is the first Dccasion on which a
representative of Britain's ILR system has been elected
to such a position in the EBU - the consultative body for

professional broadcasters throughouit the Euro-region,
The IBA says that 1986 proved ton be a notable year
for ILR when it appeared to consoliidate its role within
the European broadcasting sScene, The EBU was held, in
July, in Bounemouth and hosted by the IBA. In that sane

month, Capital Radion (London) won the Monaco Radio
Contest for Variety Programmes with their “Uncyclopaedia
of Rock", More recently, Capital's ‘Breakdown’ programme

on schizophrenia received a special commendation 1n the
documantary category of the Prijix Italia,

In the EBU's Music Days for Strang Quartets, the
Roth Quartet of Feterborough were entered by Herewar.d
Radio on behalf of the ILR network,

Perhaps the most ambitious ILR project of tLhe year
has been the EBU's annual rock festivai - Euroroci 'se -
which was staged on Merseyside, That seri1es aof live
Concerts, which 1ncluded contributions by acts sucih as
Tom Robinson, Ruby Turner and It Bites as well as acts
from Belgium, Cenmark, Finland, Holland, Sweden,
Switzerland, West Germany, etc, The series made the first
use of satellite delivered programming for UK commercial

radio,
AT QU T T CAF T TAIL
Capital Radio's Head of Music, Tony Haie is
leaving the station at the end of this month and will be *
establishing his own business - which may be a radio

consultancy,

Hale joined Capital Radio 5 years ago,

Managing Director of Capital, Nigel Walmsley, said
"Tony has done a great job at Capital and we are glad
that under the new arrangement he will be continuing to
work alongside us, "

Tony also will be proavcing two programmes
following his departure from the London station: The
Network Chart Show and Rock Masterclass,

FORTER OUT
Dave Porter, ex—-Voice of Peace and Radio 210
presenter has left Metro Radio, He departed the station

at the end of September, after being with the station
since the summer of 1980,

_ )
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Forter has presanted e
0760 weekday programme,

1t was lookimg for a “"livaely, bri

organiser,

leaving 15 Mark Forrest,

A Jdecision by the 84 sta

to

Conferences, (A local coar fiem wa
The cou-sponsurship Dy Te

cCommer1al broadcasters o g po

force,

Frogramme CJontroiler, Dav

plan to the 18A,

stati1on,
The cc¢onfersinces were St

Jurang the Labour Farty conievenc

for Sedgefield,

the role of judges and wronyg
political arena,

Radio 4 this Wednesday evening at

\

I B O IR [ 127 N

T
end 1ts co-sponsorship for Coverinng Folitical

et airshifio at

Jhiter 1mage, "

Forter had already oec)ded to  move tnto s
career, and has joi1ned the Airdan Ch-aritable Trusti -=

New to the siot left vacont by Dave Fonot

s NI IL LTI
ted fhat Radio

e

3 the sponsor),
es, as with other

litrcal events s

Meblro Radio says 1t di1d nol rencw Pis cuts oo

stavions, 19 prmltted, Lut steriot rules ef feot

1 Jamleson, o b et

was Tees' fault as they had been iate 1n submi b g

11 covered,  Lon we

spunsnrship, Erosdeasts came from Elacvpool, (o RS

o

The IBA rulings wn ILR Siations amd goiris. ,

hit Radi1o Tees 1n the past: In 7333 Lthey v oere.
resignation nf tive shtatruns Marzsgl gg Olves b
Horton, after Ne was seiected as Conservavive o

(Since the above event, Davin Jamieso R
Radin Tees, a5 a part of the .nanges eof fecta e e
the takeover of the station by Metro fadio:
i 0 1T L Fae [ RS RN ENMEM
The 1986 Re:1th Lectures e 2rven Y
McCluskey, the Scottiish High Crravt Judge W
Solicitor—-General in the last Labour Governmant o

first Judge to present tive Reirth bLectures e n=<«
'Law, Justice & Demdcracy’' as bis tiile for vie -
He analyses what judges do and how they think | oo
forward his thesis that it is unwise to radicai’ly =

to bring them Lrvioa.

The first of s1x Reith Lectures 1s airves o

1945 hours,

Tees had become Inereasiingiy Il ey e
covering mnati1unal ovd fun el poirtioal aflfai o, Ta
sad that 1t was, ot iLual Liwme, weri of bLoae s
pPoilcy to move away  from bLelng o« wredominan s, [

S

Newcastle station, most lately fold1ng down  Lie OR00

e

x

\_
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CHARTTARILIEE WA O

Britain's ILR stations donatled, on behbalf of their
listeners, £2.6 million in the last financial year, April

‘85 -~ March 'sgg, according to figures just released by
The Independent EBroadcasting Authority,

Ficcadilly Radio (Manchester) raised the most
money - more than £750,000 with a single event, theair

Ficcadilly Radin Charity Marathon.

Three other stations raised more than £200,000 1n
the year: BRMB (Barmingham) with 1ts Walkathon in which
31,000 people took part and raised £342,000; Capital
Radio (London) raised £250,000 with its Help & London
Child campaign; and Glasgow's Radio Clyde raised £225,000
with its Christmas appeal - double the previous years
figure,

Following the tragic fire at Eradford Caity
Football Ground, Fennine Radio rapidly organised fund-
raising effeorts and became one of three co-trustees 1n
the natinnal appeal fund, Pennine Radio listeners
contributed £78,000 to the Disaster Appeal Fund, It alseo
organised a series of fund raising broadcasts and iinked
with other ILR stations where further contributions were
raised,

Leeds' Radio Aire donated £11,000 to the Bradford
Fire Appeal, and went on to raise more than £140,000 to
build and equip a special bungalow at Killinbeck Hospitai
where family and close relatinons of children undergoiny
heart operations couid stay at the critical time.

.. 1" REFSCU)

LBC Newsradio and Wandsworth Borough Council have
rescued the Easter Parade that has, in the past, been
sSponsored by the Greater london Council,

FREQUENCY CHANGCGIES

Local Radio stations continue their frequency
changes, with the following now on the books: Southern
Sound (Brighton) from 103.4 to 103.5 on november 17th,
Radio Tees (Stockton-on-Tees) from 95,0 to 9€.€ this
month and BRMB Radio (Birmingham) from 94,8 to 96,4,

ATRE ATRS SUSAN CHARLES

Former Radio Caroline DJ and Newsperson, Susan
Charles is the latest signing by West VYorkshire IR
station Radio Aire, Her first programme was on Thursday
October 24, 2200 - 0200, with a second the following
evening,

Susan, who was last heard on Caroline last April,
becomes the fourth former Caroline DJ to work on Aire,

=\
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OFFSHORE RADIO

TOF (CAROT. I N1. i T LU LTE:

where he was a main force behind the launch  of s
station,

He has worked an ILR and iri1sh commerciai o
and with The Voice of Feace 1n the past and is current
one of NOW RADIO's main contraibutors,

Any stalion iooking fur a relicbie presenter, w1
good production experience, can contact Johnny by caili
NOW RADIO COMMUNICATIONS on (05363 Si 44 37,

NLEW TWOW AT VAT TN P DRI W

moorings an the River Stour on Monday Dcrtober 20th ~ . o
moments after dur las! 1ssue w=nit into Live posgi:

Strong winds and neasvy sezs resuiied in fie o
pPlrate vadin eship draitiayg e actuwally hRatt oy '
eaiitnk "CambDridg=2 Fervy’

A Seslink spokesman said that woniy littie ERER
Was coused - mainly to the paantwori of the mass)ve
Eelgium ferry,

Ray Anderson of Eaet Angi:an Froduclions, owie
the srap, sard that e haxd written to ithe Depar tinen
Transport saying thal they wouid Le responsible 7o L
Jamage caused to the Sealink ferrvy and the Lo- s
hhiring a tug to ‘rescue’ ami take Liwe Communicayoy o
Lo its moonrang in mid-siream, .

A few weeks ago, Customs o2fficers, c¢laiming t
under instruction from the vepartment nf Trane, .

removed vital propshaft bearings from the vessel,
order to make 1t impussible to move tLhe vesse=l whii-
detention order remains 1n force on the ship.

However, Ray Anderson, as we have reporizo e’ o
required on the vessel has been completed to oraioyg |
to a position wher2 it can be re-:insur2d amd reur-ie-
and thus the order would have to ve lifted,

The Customs and Cepartment of Transpor? -
warned that the vessel couid be a Jdanger LY
shipping without the use of 1ts enginese - as was © . .
the Dctober 20th incident,

Anderson has also informeed the author:it!ie-

law which forbids vessels being in mid-stream witroun
use of working engines, The Department of Transp.. . o
been informed of this situation also,

\

Radin Caroline's Senior oJ, Johnny Lewis IR
resigned from the station - and 1s seaking a poéxL;;;
within Britain's Independent Rad:io Syostem,

Lewis, who hosted the Caroline break fag:

programme, jJoined Caroline after a stint with Lasey~=7.-

AL

A new row developed after the n,v, Communicadi.o:
former base for Laser-552, drifted and broke from 1:

says he has no pian to move the vessel until =31 wo. .

the Communicator is being forced to break a harboor Lo

=\

Docs
iy

L)

P

NOWRADIO



o )

Following the 1ncident on October 20th, Customs
and Excise officers returned to the m,v, Communicator the
main engine drive shaft bearings on the Friday afternocon
2f Dctober 24th,

This followed EAF's solicitors writing to the
Customs and Excise dJepartment ~ and what EAP see as the
0TI not being able to legally justify holding on Lo the
vital equipment and tie action that had been taken in the
removai of the parts,

Anderson Ssays that all safety improvements
demansed by the EBraitish authorities, and which caused the
dJetention order to be tmposed on the vessel, had now been
carried out and it was his Pian to get the FPanamanian
authorities to issus certificates and then request that
Lthe Detenti1on Order be 1ifted from the ship,

Anderson  said  fe thougnt that it was the OTi's
Radio Reyuialory ODepartment, who were responsible for
last yw2ars surveiliance of the Offshore Radio Stationg,
who had otirren up the whoie affailr - and he accused tinem
2f wsing the Department of Transmport to Cover—up ihelr
actinns,

EAF have vow sent a i2tter to Customs and Excise
Lthank ing them for resinstating the vessel's main 2ngines,

Ray Andersoari exclaaimed "It seems it takes a near
disaster to  get any satisfactory coanclusion to dur
problem, It's dlSLgusLnng‘",

A furiher move by the authorities, in the foram o f
the Department of Trade, who are thouyht to be berind the
removal of equipment from the Communicator, has been a
warning 1ssued to Lug companies 1n the Arex who are wused
to supply the vadioship,

They iave Dewen warned that f they continue to
pProvide food, fuei o water 1o the shi1p they could face
pProsecution,

At ileast one tompany has stoppe-3 supplying the

Communicator - following tne warnings,
A OTI spokesman Sa1d that suppliers servicing the
vessel "knowxng 1 b waght be used as a pirate radio

station could be left open to pProsecution,®
FREQUENCY ISR ISR B IS ¥ | FOR CAROILI NF

Radio Finland wiii shortiy be testing a new E00KW
medium wave transmitter, designed to provide the station
with Eurn-wide reception, from a new and more efficient
transmitter location,

The powerfui transmissions will be on 963kHzZ, that
which is also used by Radin Monique, Viewpoint 962 andg
Radin Caroline's rock =ervice for night tipe hours -~
Overdrive,

However, sources at Radio Carvline claim that the
station has not yet decided on moving to a new channel,
despite the stations owner nNow being worried about the

N\ /)
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interference which may result from Radio Finland 7vcom
new year,

Abnard the Ross Revenge thnere appears to be
qQuite seperate thoughts; to select a3 new frequancy

there are so few free of 1local radi1o services 1n
United Kingdom at the moment - or to leave it and
what actually happens when Finland begin using tLhe
high power transmitter.

It is believed that Cavoiliine engineers
actually select a new channel and pernaps only make
change if Radio Finland dnes cause undue problems for
of fashore statinons European audience,

staff at Radio Finland in Helsink:

on this new transmitter,
Fressure on the Carnline engineers may aiso

conditions rapirdly grow poorer as darkness (2mes o
earlier 1n the afternoons,
Frotests would also come from the many relog

hours on 963kHZ for their programmes,

IRISH RADIO

NizW SSUNIHINE (SieRV TCOLE

Sunshine Radio, has announced that the company wi..

been relaying programming of their Hot Hits station,
The new service, planned to air by Christumas,
be middle of the road/nostalgia and targeted towards
over 30-age Jroup,
The new service'will be broadcast o2n S46ins i1,

YOUITH FOT.T,

Members of the Dundalk, County Louth, Youtr-
recently conducted a survey of listening habites i o
in their area,

The results were Telstar Communi ty
(Dundalk) 22%, RTE Radio 2 21%, Radio Carousel +Dun

(Dublin) 9%, Energy 103 (Dublin) 7%, Q102 Dub i
East Coast Radio 5%, Radio West (Mullingar) 2%5 i €
Community Radio 1%,

and begin to promote a change of channel - especiaily

fw
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NOW RADIDO has again spoken to senior technic~’
, who told wus: “"Vier-
is no doubt that Radio Caroline will be a real source

o

organisations who lease aairrtime in the earviy-eve.

oLl

1

18%, Boyneside Radio (Drogheda) 10%, Sunshine ~-

s

from the organisation wno iease Jdaytime hours for Dute:
langjuage Radios Monigque - as 10 the winter recept. .o

trouble should they not move fregquency before we swil.

Robbie DCOale, Managimng Dirvector of Cublin-ws-

introducing a new format on a channel which has r=c=0

J

NOWRADIO



NEW HNFRGY L.1T NEs (rj>

Gublin's Emnergy 103 has begumn a new programme line
wp and increased its output of news.,

The new schedule is 0800 Gareth 0'Callaghan, 1030
Terry Stevens, 1500 Colm Hayes, 1900 John 0O'Hara. The
D000 - 0E00 shift will be takenm over by Alan Burns in a
week when he returns to the station after his vacation,

Energy ‘s news output now means that a bulletin
wiil be aired every hour 0700 - 0100, The content will be
tncreased and news staff heard on a1r will include Sybil
Fennel, Michael Lewis, Gzorge Long and Tina Gates,

As well as the tmprovemnents in programming,
station boss Tony MciWenzie is planning to increase
transmitter power on the FM channel.,

CAOUINTY IN T 1. ivA L AT NEW FITATV TN
County kildare mMmas gJgot a new ‘community radio’
station, calied K ,_ 8, (Wi1ldare Local Broadcasting) which
1s broadcasting Td-hours daily,
The station has woniy one fully paird, fuil-time
staffer, a station manager - with the rest of the station

beirng manned Ly voluntesrs,

The station 1s located at Eyre Street, Newbr:1dge
and tmtends Lo makw an wofficiail application to the
Department o f Commualcations as So0unN  as Ireland has
established rules to Joavern the f(uture dJdevelopment of
local and community broadcasting,

A spokesperson for wLE 5ays that, although
programming will initi1aliy be music-based, the plan i1s to
turn over as much airtime as pa2ssible to access and
speech-based output,

ONIJ.Y THRII «IOOMMIIINC. T AT, AT T OIYN
WIT.I. HFi= Vi AR ACH_OIRIYT NG T
WO T

A report by the Irish accountants, Touche Ross,
claims that only three legalised commercial radio
stations could operate,

Twdo such stations, according to the report for the
interim Irish Radio Commission, would be based in Dubiin
and another would be 1n Cork,

The survey claims that stations in such areas as
Waterford and Limerick would be marginal, Stations 1n
other locations would be a financial risk,

Existing pirate radio stations are believed to
have an income of as much as IR£4 millions,

The Touche Ross inquiry says that legalised
stations would be expected to pay full royalities for
music, payments to a regulatory body and pay staffers
full union rates of pay - and that to operate a station
in Dublin would cost IRE£250,000 to establish (capital

N\
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costs). It gJoes on to say that a station in Dublin would
need to raise IRE£1 million per year and only get into a
(small)d profit situation by the third year of
broadcasting,

The report has been slammed by several Irish
broadcasting companies contacted by NOW RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS .

One station ™Managing Director told NOW RADIO "We
could alll puil such figures from a hait - especially if
we were Lo 1look at the financial projections of ILR in
the UK...but this report misses the bus, well and truly,
1f more than fifty stations can offer their services now
- under a iegitimate situation the number need not be too
many fewer "

Friw e T kar=710i8 JLEC A T o [ SN I
FCROICICAT™MM T Ny

Londonderry's BEBC Radio Foyle has announced that
after much l1ocai protest, they will be proadcasting a
regular Irish language programiee from the new year,

in the past the stati1on has been subjecled to
protests outseide ats studins from il1steners Jdemanding
orogrammes 1n Gaelic,

Feooi TN AN AN [BS ES S R L L AP R

Cort City station ERI 1s reported as suffering
finanuial preobiems at the woment and has been forced to
iay of f severai staff,

Feiiciob by TAbL AL TR L=

TEE 103,37 1s the name of the new powerful 180k«
erp FM station carrying out test treansmissions at  Lhe
moment from near the border wilth Northern ireland,

Eariy reception reports hsve arrived at AL
station office at Ardaghy, <County GLouth, from as &
“fieid as Northern Ireland, Oublin, North West Englan
and parts of South Western Seotiand,

However , internal stresses have placed i
projected PFProgramme Director 1n hospirtal with a totel
nervious breakdown, .,

A spokesman for the station Lold NOW RADIO that =
recent advertising campairgn had produced three possibile
presenters for the station whicn ne hoped would be ao:ic
to broadcast a full range of music 19 its psutput - raibier
than the initially expectsd Hot Hits format,

-
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NEW STATION (ON AlR

Californis-based Religinus station KVOH has taken
Lo thhe arr and 15 carrying out test transmissions from
Van Nuysa, :

VOH, 1s  oSwned and operated by High Adventure
Mitwsaon, who aiso own The Voice of Hope radio station in
The LebDanon,

The new station will broadcast in Spanish and
cngirsh, Its address is r0 Eox 7466, Van Nuys
Taiafornia, CA 91409, USA,

M i WO T T Y CYWRKITRSIH T F

A1Noriily groups now own some 209 radio stations in
P nated States - according to the results of a survey
ety put wver a4 five year perind by The Federal
Comuuiil ce b 1omas Cummilssion ,

Elacks own 34 A radin stations and S& FM'ers,
tispanics own 25 AM and 9 FM'ers, Native Americans own S
AT sations and 5 FM operations, Asian-Americans now own
P oang one FM o station,

The FCC say there are nuow more bthan 10,000 radio

—Statrons dperstionsd an the U345

A" 3 B T TR S RO (B RS N £ AMITI T OC. A
Cud Harels 15 to be aeard cnast-to-coast in the
SA ot a Jdarly feature which chronicles the history of
CSrihanth music events and whnich 15 made avaible to
slationsg by Raddio intermnational = who are also

responsible for Rock Over London,

The feature is five minutes daily, containing a
sony and itewms from the Jday 1N past rock histrory,
interview clips are also included from time to time, The
fivst aiving wili be on January Sth, 1987 - stations in
the USA who take Rock Over london will be Jiven first
refusual for the barter-basis show, The first month's
feratures will be delivered to stations on one disc,

[ I LN D<A, WITIT NATIONATL FURI.TC
IWATH T (D

Agreement has been struck between the EEC and
Nati1onal Public Radio for use of BEC news and current
affairs programming from the BEC World Service, The
material will be delivered to National Public Radio in
Waninngton by sateilite and then distributed to Nationatl
Fuwvilce Radio's 300 affiliate stations coast-to-coast,

N )
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Commission, CRTC, has announced a series

compeition grows,

allowed - though not with foreign networks,

stations,

celebraties in such advertising, All scripts

The 30% 'Canadian Content’' ruling will

account budget has to Jdate been spent,

technicians were called in 60 times in a 4 wee
repair a piece of equipment that is no defunc

schedule, .
The article <claims that the delays

Voice of Ameica some %1 miliion a month in
incurred by the delays,

servica, would comment on the report,
Reagen a deal at the recent Icelandic summit,

bring about a halt of Soviet jamming
broadcasts to the Soviet union,

\

Time limits on advertising carried
commercial stations has been lifted, repeat quotas for
stations has been abolished and networiking is now to

f

3

t

NEW RAD7JTO RIUJL. b= PN O (CCANAT A

The Canadian Radio-~Television & Telecommunicatians

of Y]

changes' to give that country's commercial radio what
Jescribes as "more breathing space” in the future and

by

The CRTC has, however, maintained the limit on

Controls over alcohol commercials, which L
industry wanted to reulate itself, have been kept wung
CRTC control - and a new rule prohibits the use

OFr wines,
beers, etc, will continue to need CRTC copy clearance,
continue t.
apply to all AM stations = though this may be revised ai
the next CRTC meeting on such issues, planned for |

years time, This rule says that thirty percent of nmnu-1:.
broadcast in porogrammes Sn Canada's AM stations wmusiL oo °
of Canadian production, by a Canadian artist, oy weiiieco
by a Canadian composer,
VDA U ANIDDA LT

Washington Post columnist Jack And=2rson v
claimed that a majnr modernisation programme at The Voi.-
of America radio service 15 far beinind schedule and Lo

only %11 million of a total $1.3 billion refurbistiee ol

According to the articie Andeyson alieges i

per 1o

- adesipr i
being purchased as a part of the modernisation prog: smae.

The installation of a computerised mast2r conti ol
system is said to be more than aix months raery

are K

The Soviet leader Gorbachev offered

£ he "

In Washington, neither The Voice of America
Us Information Agency, responsible for the

SOV IET OFFER TO STO JAMMI vy
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the

ailowed to broadcast on domestic radio stations in the
United States,

highly unlikely as Jamming was illegal under section 19

to agree to the Soviet offer would be seen as bargaining
over what is an illegal act,.

broadcasting tn the southern port and seaside town of
Eilat, Radino Eilat carrvies four hours daily of locai
programming, whilst at other times it relays pProgramming
from Isvael Radin Programme B,

stations are to pe Ppened, following the introduction of
a new act of Farliament,

shortwave station tn Italy last month,

continue to broadcast using 'out-of-bang"’ frequencies 1n

within bands, where they will conduct experiments, They
have a problem as the:ir output PoOwer 1s only 10kW erp,

selection of Loose Ends with the news that a former Radio

Caroline tollegue, JASON WOLFE, has Jdied, Jason, real
name Chrig Bowskill, worked aboard the Carnline North
ship following the introduction of the Marine <(etc)
Offences Act in 1967 - and hadg kept in touch with

dJevelopments in radin over the Years - in particular with
recent community radin moves by the Government, I am sure
that 1 speak for all who will read this and hear of the
nNews for the first time when 1 say that hearing this sad

Sad news has been most upsetting indeed,

WMCA-New York, which was the station that coined
the phrase 'The Good Guys' back in the Sixties, has been
sold for $10 million, Seems like a good buy - sold by

Straus Communications Inc to Federal Enterprises 1Inc of
Detroit. wMCa is located at 570kHz with an output of SkKW
It first broadcast in 1928 .

=\

The Soviets say they will stop jamming it they are

Washington says that to agree to such terms was

the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights - and

ITSEZRAEIL HAS FIRST LLOOCATL RADIO
CETATTON

Israel's first local radio station has begun

The station is state Dwned, Four Dther such

REI.TG O CAUATL TON g ELRFENCIFS T

The Italian Posts and Telegraphs authority forcedqg
closure of the us dwned Adventist Worldg Radin

The F&T claimed it could not allow AWR-Europe tn

shortwave,
AWR engineers have since located various channels,

LOOSE ENDS

It is with great sadness that we begin this

)

N\

NOW RADIC




4 N

As our readershi1p Jrow | we welcome P
broadcasters of both today and yesterday, Those whd we. .
once lucky endugh to work aboard 19 L/Wonderful FRag:

London may be sadddened to hear that their former “Lome
the m,v, Galaxy has finaily been scrapped after spendia.
the last 19 vyears in port angd Jderelict rn We 50

Germany, , . .,

Congratulations in order for one BRIAN ALLEN an.,
wife on the arvival of their first child! OQOur TJ workeo
with Brian won the Ross Revenge soon after Caroiine
returned to the airwaves - and agrees he's a very gowi
cook vy,

EBC Engineers currentiy working on a system whilon
Saves about 20% of standard paower bi1lls on transmitte.
operation = Known as Oynamic Carrtier Control Ewiiny
tested on a number of AM transmitters at the moment | bui
with possibility of being used on Short Wave transmitiers
as well,,, .,

The amazing JOAN RIVERS 15  having the auds.
portion of h2r controversial television programmesd aired
in the US by WMRE- Buston, Mass. ... ..

A new Greek~languang=2 radaa wLalion has [RETHIVEN
broadcasting 1n Novrth London. GREEK COMMUNLITY RADTO eyt
broadcast eariier this mouth,

Bristol has a new and unitrenced rock osualtun

1dentifyinyg ttoelf as 103,55 Sky Rock' = the stevedo
s19nal carries a mixture of rock andg pop., ... .
€8C ESSEX transmissions heard ifately on il ot Tie
Netherlands Jue to hign pressure conditions - Mo le -
better than some of the iocal stations over therwi . .
Iceland has 1ts first private, COMMmercial (- TSRy

station -~ and that's not bad for a counbtry with leas trian
250,000 penple! Studios buiit by MBI Erovadcast Systems o
£9, Ship Street, Brighton, ..,

Radio France International delided to wmaari ER
1ndividual programme schedules to one l1stener 11 Losvien
= the computer fault was not the first - ecarlier ..
year the same chap received ovear 2 thousan !

copires! !t

Travia? Remember EBerry Gordy? Founder of “oinw:
He's listed as worth more than $1280 willion BUCOrdlng e
Forbes Magazine! Radio personality/TV host Dick Ci=ib 14
listed as be1ng even more wealthy! it |

The new rvegime at B8MS again under the couvire: .
Terry Bate seems to, at long last, have weceous,yvees
leaping about, working hnard, drinking nardiy at aii
attending early morning breakfast conferences - seew- tes
Bate' influence could do with spreading througivewu: -

number of stations around the nationt, B, ., .
He comes and goes like nobodies business - ws )
talking about Tony Prince ~ who again is to be ifweed o

the airwaves of Luxy in coming months with 3 disci-a
programme, Yawn'!,K K, ,

\_
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Talking of disco - there's a lot of it about on
playlists at the moment, and it would be an idea for
music programmers to remember that many 'disco' records
only get into the charts - and thus on many playlists -
because they are bought by disco and club deejays, It

doesn't mean the average punter is rushing out to buy
such rubbish, does it?!,, ..
Now the Queen concert has been carried - how about

a look at a national satellite delivered evening news
programme for the entire ILR network? I did suggest this
idea many years back to a senior executive at IRN/LBC,
but at the time little interest was shown, Perhaps now
would be a time to 1look again at the idea. If produced
well, it would be a real winnmer for ILR and IRN. . .

How many of our readers in ILR noticed the missing
number 29 from last weeks teleprinter copy of the Network
Chart? And the wrong last week position for AHAZT!

For those amongst our readership who make a living

from ‘'voice-over' work in ILR, we hear some interesting
news that Birmingham's commercial statinon, BRME Radio has
stopped hiring outside voices for its production
unit,

LEC has, at the time of Joing to press, received
more than 1500 entries for a Swimathon it plans to hold
next month, , ., .

London Greek Radio victim of the recent high winds
which brought the statiosns antenna system c¢rashing down
on to Wood Green/Tottenham area streets, Station was able
to return to the air qQuickly, though and is running a
full service at press time.

OPENINGS

There is an immediate vacancy for a COMMERCIAL
PRODUCER at BEACON RADIO., 1If you've experience in this
field, you need to send a sample of your work along
with a letter of application to The Managing Director,
Beacon Radio, PO Box 303, Wolverhampton, WVE EDQ. The
salary on offer is £11,000,, ...

NOW RADIO COMMUNICATIONS has a vacancy for a
person to head a major sales operation for commercial
radio, The right person will need tn have a very good
track record and would be responsibic for airtime sales
on a major station, Applications in confidence to NOW
RADIC COMMUNICATIONS, PO Box 45, Kettering, NN16 ONW,, . ..

NRC also are inviting commercial radio stations in
such areas as Ireland who are looking for new programming
ideas to contact them on (0S836) 51 a4 37.., . ...

NEWS??7?

CALL NOW RAOIO NEWSLETTER ON (0O536)> §] 44 37

\_ /)
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SUMMER RATINGS RELEASED

Los Angeles' top-forty station KIIS-AM/FM has
returned as market leader in the latest Arbitron survey
for the summer period, In the Spring book the Gannett
owned station was rated third in the market, It beats

KFWR (Fower 106) this time around by taking a 7,1 overall
share, This is split between AM with a 0,2 and FM with a
£.9 share.

The USA's major radio market, New York, sees the
shares held by top 40 stations falling in a rather
dramatic style in the latest book, WHTZ (2-100) falls
from top rated slot into a tie position with WPLT, its
main rival, In the last book Z~100 had 6,9 and WPLJ 5,9,
This time they both reach 5.5,

New York's WRKS, wusually a major force with its
urban format, fell from &,2 to 5,7 - whilst WEBLS managed
to increase its ratings from 4,3 to 4.9,

Album rock formats faced an increased battle of
the Arbirtron — with WNEW-FM falling ,4 to 2.5 and WXRK up
from 2.7 to 3.3, WXRK pulls the highest share of all
mOrNLINg music projrammes with The Howard Stern Show,
However, once Stern 15 off the air, WNEW-FM takes the
leading position for the rest of the day,

Top Aduit Contemporary station in New York remains

WLTW - though siipping from 4,2 to 3.6 in the summmer
survey, Three stations had shared a 2.0 ranking last time
Arol1rton reporited, but this btime vary - they arve WPIX,

WNEBC and WYNY, They have shares of 1.9
respaectaively,
WOR, with a talk format grew &ith its share of the

-

New VYork listenership growing from 4.5 to 5.3, WINS,

1.5 and 1.2

Newsradio, also increased - from 4,3 to 4.9 and WCES-AM
{news) alsn hiked from 2,2 Lo 3.5,
Talk fared weli in Lons Angeles - with KAEC being

the second station in the market after top-forty KIIS,
KABC, though fell from 7.0 to 5.7,

San Fransisco's news/talk station KGO0 came 2ut top
of that ci1ty's pile - and i1ncreased from 7.2 to 7.3, KCES
Newsradio fell from 6,8 to 4.9 whilst holding out as the
fourth most popular choice of listening in that city,

(COOMEBEFENEZSAT LON NCGR I

Florida commercial radin station, WQREA, has Dbeen
awarded $7506,000 in compensation by the US administration
as it was forced to move its transmitter and antenna sii=
and change frequency because of new and 1nCreasng
interference caused by Cuban radio stations,

WRBA, a spanish language station, is the victaim,
as are many other stations, of a war that has oroken out
s1nce the US put propaganda station Radio Marti on the
air to broadcast to Cuba. 0Other stations have put an

r appeals for compensation,
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o PROGRAMMING

THIZ THTPERTATI.K OF THIE US=A

One of the real pioneers of album rock radio in
the United States is Mike Harison, Harrison is innovative
and l1s3tened to whenever he speaks on radio - so his new
»ffering to the broadcast industry here in the states -
e cAausing more than a stir!

It's a new format based described as
enterlarnment-based, ail talk - and a development of the
successtul Supertalik format, The new format is geared to
appeal to the massive and much sought after 25-years plus
Age Jrouping,

Mike Harrison bhas teamed with Al Herskovitz, a
former Chilef Executive of Capital Cities, a major US
broadcast group., They've formed a new outfit, known as
H%K Broadcasting,

Ferhaps suprising to many, Harrison has explained
ti-at high ratings are not the primary goal of his new

Supertalk format - but there is little doubt this side of
Lhe Atlantic that the ‘sound' will go down well, with
Loth the audience and the advertisers - for they are
2ften both 1n the same Jroup - not the case with such as

= top 40 format,
AM stations, wanting to get back into high ratings
after years and years of FM radin takingy a bigger and

bigger share of the listenership, are particularly
tnterested in MHarrison's newest offering, So two is the
massive US record industry, for this format means that
hosts will talk about an artist and his/her music, and

not just play a record, This programming gets to the
‘Juts' of the matter,

Springfield, Mass, is the home of the first
station carrying the new Supertalk., It's WSFR, where the
format hit the airwaves back in May this year. ' 'wm sure

we will be hearing it around the nation on mauny others,
tefore the next Spring!

Until now, talk radin has been targeted at an
vider, 4S-plus market - and rock music and rock musicians
have been a r=al 'no no' for obvious reasons, Now, like
many of your wover-Lthirties who tune to Radio 4, LBC and
The BEC World Service for talk - our people can have taik
about things they are still interested in - presented in
2 really contemporary manner,

Airtime is also given to comedy albums on WSPR -
2<plained by Harrison as needed to keep the punters from
only expecting this type of material on cable systems,
“"And 1t really works!"

The average day at WSFR might consist of a morning
ehow with phone calls (in and out), interviews, snips of
featurettes and talk which might cover politics,
religion, sex, economics, drugs and local happenings,

N
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On-the-street interviews are conduc ted by the

station's Supertalk People - and Lthe results are rlaye—dg
1n edited form in rotation throughout the broadcast day -
much 1like you wmight programme your piaylist musici 14

means that we bhave Springfield talri1nyg to Springis=id,
The Man on the Street is the Man on the Apprt

It

1
a -
J P50 894 o
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(}C) As members of the sdvertising 1noustry pack their
bags for the Radio Marketing Buireauy conference 1n

Marbeila, that good oid perennial topiv - the standarsgd of
radio commerclals - 1s, once agal1n, under discussion,
Some would claim that standards are sti1il

pitifully low, whilst otiers would ciaim that standaris
baye risen, although remaining Juarded as to how much,

It's & constant criticism that bad commercilalis
come about because many agencies are still failing to
take radi10o seriousiy, Radi1o commerciais are left ¢, a
Junior copywriter, whio 15 usuwally moved on to T
exciting things"” the mOoment they sthiow any LrEom) Se
Similarly, because the coot of (TS B productiron 1w
considerably less than for TV, there 1s a tendeas y 7
less care and Commlttment tou (=) taken v Loie
productiun, Stories st1il avound of some AJencines senwi
a sevvretary along to "produce' « session

Hopefully those desys are now, matnliy, 1o0g Qe
The probiem is, though, that tihe situstion seems £D nsve
Jgone from onNe  extrems to another , instead of venny -
Pi1rching on peoaduction, 1t seems that some agjenc 1es ot
under the impression that the only way to get gowd ravao
commerclais is to throw iots of money 2t ethem, espwclel .oy
by using a celebrity wvoice and an erpensively produce |
music—track, In some cases I wonder whether more money
has been spent on production than on cl1rtime, Yet woia
results is often no better than previous efforts,

iy

There have been Several Commercials Vg
recently, certainly 1n the iLondon area, that se=w 2
demonstrate this, One, for o department store, wuses Lwo
voices, one a well—-known "personality"” to de il ve: K]
script of mind-numbimg mediocrity, Years agn 1t s e
be said that "i1f you have nothing to say - sing 1L
These days it seems there's an alternative - "If Yo v

nothing to say, get someone famous to say 1t",

I regularly come across clients whd Seem Obscws-w
with wusing a “"famous name"” on their COmMmer.e1a:s .
usually try to change their minds, regardliess of uge:
requirements, because I am not convinced that a "famous
name"” will actually add anything to the commercirai. 1f
anything it is more likely to detract from the mesSsang
because the listener is more interested in the VOlle,
that what it has to say,

N\ _J
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Sometimes, though, 1 wonder whether the real
problem with apparently low standards of radio
“creativity" is not really the fault »of the agency or

production c¢ompany anyway, Ferhaps we should really be
educating the advertisers,

At LBC we often find that, no matter what we may
suggest or offer to a client, many always seem to want
what everybody else is doing. Recently one client said
that although they liked our script, they really wanted

something along the 1lines of "“two women talking. You
know, the wusual sort of thing", Try as we may, we were
unable to persuade them to change, and the result, of

course, was another boring, cliched commercial, but the
client loved it!

Radio station production departments are regularly
criticised for their output, Yet those who complain often
tend to ignore the fact that station production
departments are Hhaving to work under rather different
Circumstances from their own, Being expected to write and

produce a couple of dnzen or so commercials a week 1s r
going to lead to a "productinn-line" process., It allows
little ¢time for 1long, expensive periods of “creative’
script development, and equally long and expensive

working lunches,

Admittedly a lot of station-produced commercials
are of an average standard, but that is not necessarily
their fault, Many stations fail to take their production
departments seriously, in terms of staffing, facilities
and expectations., Do they really expect one or two people
to handle the entire production requirements of & or more
sales executives? Several IR stations already contract-
out their commercial production to <utside companies, and
one major station is currently believed to be considering
a similar move, Yet the results are often noD better.

Radio, as a creative, and entertaining,
advertising medium requires a different set of standards 2
and attitudes, 1t doesn't deserve to be a second-best, or
a training ground for aspiring TV copywriters and
directors., Luckily more people are realising this, and
are begining to give radio the respect it has long
deserved, Why it‘'s taken more than 13 years is some thing
we shall probably never know,

(FPaul Easton has worked in radio since 1974, both at home
and abroad, He has been Commercial Froduction Manager at
LBC since 1979.)

RADIO — THE AMERICAN WAY

In 1982, the United States had 9,092 radio
stations, Of that number 4,630 were commercial AM's,
3,346 were commercial FM's and 1,116 were non-commercial
FM's, At that time, and ahead of much deregulation of the

- _J
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US broadcasting system, no singie entity was allowed tao
own more than seven stations in each service CAF, FM

TV), No owner was allowed (o own more than one statiwn 1n
the same service in the same communitly, Alsn newspoooe=
owners were not permitted to purchase broadcast

properties 1n the same market, nor were radio otatiod
dwners allowed to aguire TV stations 1n the same marketl
nor TV owners radio stations,

In 1980 commercial broadcasting had total revenuws

of $12 billions., Frofits weare 31 .= billions, Radie
accounted for approximately $3.2 biilions (26,.5%) revenue
and $154,000,000 profit, Fubiic (non-commerciai®
broadcasting had an income of $EIE ,E£0G, 000 — Z27% of tiwai

from the Federal Government,

Radio advertising spots c¢ost from more thsn $500
in major markets to less than a dollas 1n small towns,

As well as Fulli Service, Communitly radio stationg,
the U%A's most popular formats, pased on the resuits
pubiished in the summer Arbatron survey, include: Top 40,
Tatik, Urban, News , Easy Listening, Adult Contemporary,
Album Rock, Oldies, Nostaligia, Countey, Light Roce |

lassical, Spanish, Eilack , Classic Fock Sofi Yot o
Contemporary, Pure Rock, Quiet Storm, Mellow Rock , Teoo
Vari1ety/Talk, Bi1y Band, Reiigious, and Gospei,

The highest pows=r permitted on Am is SO.W - L
thousands of stations broadcast on wmucrh less. Mool = .-
operated on kW daytime with vpaignt outpul Jdown to | G

Watts to avoild anterference to distent stations o iy Loe
same channetl,

The Fopulation of the United Staetes is 2525 wiiii..n
- which means there 19 Dne radi:o station per i, w4 dh
peoplei i If the United Kingdosa has S& million e der
by US averages - we shouid have 2,117 radaio stations - -

Jay dAace s

FLASHB THE WONDERFUL RADIO LONDON FILES

- .
In Fart Three of The Yonde:tul FRad: oo

the tormation of the Ridlon Sales Foar.? ot Dioecton “

Fatiric Baker Lid were copmiz-ioned +to k=0 lie tha |

telations campaixgn and how Fhil i) Fir i e Do Ll g

location in the soulhero puart Iothe Qe R T -
Suntinues unce oxaln .
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The Galaxy was finally converted into a floating
radio station and ready to sail by OQOctober 1964, 0Don
Pierson travelled to Honduras to get the ship's papers in
order - Galaxy now being registered in that country, ¥Keen
to get on the air, Don was anxious to undertake seatriais
4s sSoon as possible before sailing across to England.
Before the trial cruise he discovered that the Captain
employed to master the Galaxy had a reputation of
quitting ships when they were about to sail! The Captain,
a Miami resident, made it clear that he felt Fierson was
in too much of a hurry and therefore he wanted to quil t,
Don himself takes up the story:

“I told the Captain that I had heard of his
reputation of quitting at the last minute and that I had
taken the precaution of having a stand-by Captain waiting
on-shore, After a few minutes he came to me and said that
he had changed his mind and would stay with the ship and
expedite her sailing, After that he did work hard in that
direction, "

And so MV Galaxy finally left Miami on October
22nd, with a port of call at both San Juan in Fuerto Rico
and the Portuguese island of Madeira 1n the Atlantic
Ocean off the North-West African coast, Tom Danaher in
the meantime flew to Madeira to meet the ship ami o
ensure she sailed for England in gJo0od time. However on
arrival he was told by the first engineer and the Captain
that they wanted to stay in Madeira for two weeks to
facilitate repairs before proceeding to England because
the ship would not make it in her present state, Whether
this was the case is not clear, but in the event Danaher
had the Galaxy on her way to England in a matter of
hours, 0On November 19th she arrived at the anchorage
point in the Thames estuary recommended by Fhilip Birch
and in sight of Shivering Sands Tower,

As the Big L's first team of DJs joined the Galaxy
(see next issue) Pierson and Danaher flew into London to
supervise the station launch and ensure everything was
running smoothly, Don takes up the story again;

"We asked Fhil Birch repeatedly if he were
positive that the ship's location, that he had studied
for several months and selected, was in international
waters and safe from British confiscation, We were never
able to get a clear answer, Being unable to ascertain
from him and knowing the whole investment might be in
Jeopardy, I contacted Ronan OU'Rahilly and found in five
minutes that it was in fact in British territorial waters
and was subject to immediate confiscation, even though we
were not on the air, because the transmitting crystals
proved, along with the news press, our intention, Since
Phil Birch refused to even take three minutes to dJdiscuss

\— _J

24 - NOW RADIO




this with me, I called Burton KNanter, our lawyer, who
in Dallas, and asked that he contact Eirch and yge-i
ship moved instantly to safe waters, It was moved

night after my call, so 1f my trip acomplished noti,. .

else, this was swufficient,

The new location was in the northern pavi of
Thames Estuary - 3% miles w2ast of Frinton, Ess-.
sight of Radi1o Caroline and (inse to the Gun’
sandbar,

As the Galaxy fapped from one si1de of the €siou

to the other, Fierson and Danahzr also discoveress

Fhilip Birch nad been having merger talks with Ao
0'Rahilly of Radio Caronline, Althougn Birch had nor be=.

particuiarly impressed with the ‘i1mage’ and  sound
Radio Caroline, he could not help noticing how weil

station was attracting advertisers, Indeed he had zireva .,
commented on this in a letter to Mal Mcliwain, dai-

September 29th, 1364:-

"Radio Caroline are going great guns and the
ships combined are now taking ovrders at the r=te
£500,000 a year, They are abowt to release the result
an awdience study, They achieve rating levels of wp !

per cent which are enormowus and wowld make any Awmer: =

station Jgump with Joy"”,

Ronan 0O'Rahilly foar his part irad been very oo

nf the speed and professionalism wiih whiciv ol 5
London and Radlon Sales had been set up . Y R RO
competitors who realiy meant DbDuliness and 10 e -
inevitable that Carnline WUl suffer QUL e (S

immedirately the Big L came »>n the airr, SO 1N an =271e. o
to stave off this new competition he Fhad AP

Philip Birch with a view tuo a merger, Birch an Lo
been discussing the practicaiilties of the matter wi. .

Radin London lawyers, Burton Kanter and Artnur o= o
Chicago,
The situation aiarm=d Gor sea s and DT

and Don reported his feec1ngs to = -

investors . -

"Even thowgh Tom amnd } were staying less ti=
feet from owur London office (one assumes they wer =
London Hilton) PFPhilip Birch was spending hundren
dollars calling Kanter, who was in twrn callirng we:
call lasting 58§ minutes. Merger telhks were beinyg iheir/
considered, and the reports cailed to Chicayw
without our knowledge and we were Just across the =i
Bear in mind that Phil Firch was hired to woré Lo

whole group, He apparently has done a good job witi -..

and publicity but all personnel hired by Tom or »re
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instructed from the begining that they were employees of
the entire group and were to conduct themselves 1 the

best interest of all, From the moment we arrived 1n
London he was evasive to us and it was Jifficult toe find
out what the situvation really was, We dJdid not have a

chance for he was prejudiced against ws before we arrived
and he seemed to  have the feeling that the whole
operation belonged to him, rather than being an employee
of the group with a very small interest, Tom contacted
Ronan O'Rahilly and met with him at London Airport tu get
a clear picture of the true situation",

It subsequently transpired that not oniy Was
O'Rahilly clearly worried about the threat of powerfui
competition, but very concerned that the arrival of ARadio
London might well provoke tnhe fledgling Labour Government

into taking immed:iate action against ail Dffshore
stations, They, like all European Governments except The
Netherlands, Ireland and Spain, were committed to the

idea of signing an agreement to ¢coilectively ban sucihh @
radio operations,

With this informetion to hand, the Texans were, 1n

theory, interested in the 1dea  of a merger betwesn
Caroline and London, However from the evidence 1in tire
files it is not clear who actually suggested what, One
idea put forward by Ronan 0'Rahilly was tithat af a
‘handshake merger’' which could be vacated 1n hours oy
either side, This would, in effect, mean a meryger between
the two sales organisations only and a  shari1ng of

revenues, with Radio London retaining 1ts own ship, etc,
O0'Rahilly would then clouse down one of the Caroline sthiips
to hopefully stall any likely Government action, That
Caroline ship would then broadcast to a Euvropean country

in the country's own language in an effort to boost
British exports and so improve the flagging baiance of o
trade, This could in turn lead to a more favourable
attitude from ‘'official quarters', thus benefiting all

concerned with the commercial radio cause,

It certainly was a very interesting i1dea, but a
telegram delivered to Philip Birch on December 2Znd, 1924,
from Burton Kanter, suggests that the concept of a marger
was far more involved, to the extent nf 0'Rahilly
actually chartering the Galaxy himself for the period of
a year, with Fhilip Birch assuming the role of general
manager at Caroline Sales! The telegram is reprainted in
full here and NOW RADIO readers are invited to draw their
own conclusions: -

"To Fhilip Birch, 17 Curzon Street, London,
England; -~
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Flease deliver this catle to O'Rahilly 1w
D

The message for O'Rahilly 15 as follows -

my client;:-

additional payments of 5 per cent of gross ad

rental is to be swubject to awdit by nowur accowuntar

[y All the erpenses of the ship
are to be borne by you,

(3 The Charter 15 for a perind of
subject (ad to cancellation by you v two mon
written notice following the event of legislat.
you to cease conmduct of your business amd b
further option by either part to terminate

months priovr notice fonr any reason,

(42 Yow are to wleponsit copcurrently

required to meet rental payment i1n default and i
any damages to the vessel or equipment,

(52 The charter is to contain all of
provisions with respect to defawult enforcemen

and equipment, etc,
(62 Caroline Sales are to wundertake a gua

obligation of one year's salary to Fhilip Ejfr

undertaking is not to terminate in the
legislation or termination of the charter, unle
is instigated by us and (b) Birch re-associates

\__

me 1o te .

and suggest he call me about P2 noon Chicago time torday

To facilitate owur Jdiscussinn regarding a chari-.
of the Galary, the following appear to be the mintm.
conditions of any contract which would be acceptable .

1) Net barcboat charter at a flat rate of £S5, 4
per week minimum, commencing DECEMBER 7th 1364, plo,

vertis:iig

revenues from combined activity evceeding £500, 000 ¢,
£750,000 and 10 per cent over that, payable annually :=
days following the close of the calender year, pro-rate
monthly for any lesser pertond. The calculation of eNnce -

ts,

Dperaty

including insurance, crew, mairntensnce and repatr e

PR~ e
Lits yreiens
LI 0y
j I i
i oo -
wil it 7 -

execution of the charter the sum of £40,000 as & secw ts
deposit to ensure the return of the vessel and e qurgp.
in good operating condition, None of the deposi i a1
applied against current rental Payments except v
event of default and all of these securtty Jdeposiis

to be refunded only at the end of the charier o Tape
cancellation of the charter, esxcepting the gl

R 3 N .

Lhtee tew

4 IS

maintenance of Inswurance and marintenance of the .

Pt e
A TEN

other obligations he may have wade to his employvees .
the lease of the premises at 17 Curzon Street. i

even!
oD L
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Any liability in these regards is to be met from the
Security deposit if not otherwise fully satisfied,

€72 In the event you should wuse |1125kHz as a
wavelength or the name Radio London, both shall revert to
us upon termnination of the charter,

(8) Philip Birch's association with Caroline Sales
Is to be terminable at his election on six months prior
notice, but he may cease rendering services, effective in
60 days from notice, in order to permit us to get ready
to go into business if we have terminated the charter for
this reason, Mr Birch is to pbe made General Manager of
Caroline Sales,

9 You, Allan Crawford and the other major
shareholders are to personally guarantee the obligations
of all contracts with us,

C10) The payments of charter fees are to be made
in precisely the manner dJdirected by us from time to time,

Cl11) The preparation of dJdocuments to pe done in
the United States with yoeu bearing the espense of our
representative Including counsel fees, apart from Jdirect
costs swuch as telephone, telegraph and travel, ete, not
to exceed £4,000 with a remission of £2,000 in advance to
mutually agreed person on account,

In the event the conditions of such a contract
appeared to be totally unacceptable to Ronan O0°'Rahilly
and the Caroline directors and so no more was heard of
sSuggestions for a merger in any form, As Radio London
prepared to mak e her first test tvansmissions, sO
Caroline braced herself for the approacining onslaught,
Just three days later, on December Sth 1964, the Big L Nid
broke the silence on 266 metres for the first time,
Transmissions ceased the following day, returning again
on December 18th, As Christmas Jdrew near, even during
these experimental broadcasts, the ever Jathering
listeners were left in no doubt as to what was to come;
an endless stream of ‘Fab 40° music, interspersed with
swanky jingles, clever commercials, slick and amusing DJs
and regular news and weather bulletins, At 2pm on
December 22nd, Radio London closed down to facilitate
final adjustments on the powerful 50kW RCA transmitter,
Then, at the stroke of & 0'Clock the next morning, to the
strains of Cliff Richard's "I could easily fall in love
with you", disc jockey Pete Brady made the announcement
everybody had been waiting for:-

“Radio London is now on the air with its regular
broadcasting, This station will bring to Britain the very
latest from Radio London's Top 40, along with up—to-date

y
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coverage of news and weather., Radio London promise- you
the very best in modern radin, "

Yes, ‘'Wonderfuwl' Radio London had indeed ab ) veo
and British sound broadcasting was never the sams= EETE RIS I

| e~ . f o oo
ife f1nai part of the Hopdestsi Safis Daptor Frlss tavss g special Sd 30 the Tgp L0 Geemar tte geaeeen
secegssfully propsered 1 Seitain We 3iso Byer programu: ) 3agz s 00 the big L oang ha hp g of -,
frest 075, plus wore aendvies of (Aose Srstarizal f1o50 hoaad a3tz 3t Jherates: "4
B Coris £il00b 329 R@peauCiiut 0 wt0lz 0r gl Ly amy meang pronydgted

- CCORE T LU RO FEX P A INT s 2 TiF W TISWATIRIY o)
t.o)=he NI PHAMIS N OIN (G I
Chiitern Radio 15 to taka OV the Vool e,
X Northampton operation of kereward Rao1o, 1eaving Fo12wsy o
with 1ts ori1ginal Feterborough site
The tLakeover cuomes shorily after a disasterigs ae-
of survey figures, both from JICRAR and a 1 ecent Do
sSurvey which gave Hereward's Northampion listenerziiig <
only 5% - compared with 88C Radia Northampton's 24X,
Chiitern managing Jdirector Coitn Mason 1o Ut e a=
Saying the deai was wunlikely to involve the 1ows of [RINE
within Hereward s Norlhamoton centrs
Fi INA T T 0 b TG AT Y L M
'y The latest ratings book published Ly ihe B2 siow

that Radio 2 continues 1ts move to a bigger sucivioe -
and generally is up by some 300,000 (this summer EX N Y
the same book last year, The station now has aa i@k siis, =
of listening, Radio 2 now reaches 4,500,000 per gy .

The full outline of the 88C Survey proviass G-
following figures: BBC Radio 1 hes a datly reaciv w1 L
million and a share of listening of 32%, Radio I tee. .
daily reach of 4.6 miii1on and a share of iT1steng g
18%, Radio 2: 0.6 wmillion and 2%, Redin 4: 4.0 o3
and 1%, EBC Local Radin: 2,5 million  ami s
National Regions: 0.7 millions and 2%, ILR: S.S wy .t ., o
and 24% and other stations (including Rad1o Caremi - oo
Radio Luxembourg): 0,4 millions and 2%.
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AUISIS I 2T CSILLOOWREIY oy LA

The Independent Ernadcasting Authority has said
that the proposed takeover bid by the Australian Faul
Ramsay Group of Standard Broadcasting’'s UK radio
interests, including a big 28% share of Capital Radino,
can not go ahead wuntil Capital Radio is officially
satisfied that the Australian takeover will not interfere
with the London stations plans to float its shares and 3o
Public in the new year ,

Ni<wW I TAT )N (ON AR RN

The newest BBC iocal Radion station, EBEC Essex, goes
on the air this Wednesday November Sth at 0600 hours,
following the biggest ever advertising campaign foyr 23
local radio station operated by the Corporation,
including teievision Spots broadcast by BEC East TV,

FUTIROD - IWAIY () F'I AN IZ0 4 P2 OO K S

Managing Director of Surrey Eiectronics, Trevar
Brook, has made an Aapplication to the U Government for a
licence to Dperate a shortwave radio Service aimed at the »
EEC,

Brook was one of the originai communy ty radio
applicants, He made his application to the Foreign
Office, and state.d that his 1dea was for a station with a
Service range of up to 1,500 km and witih programming
which would include music and entertainment plus news
which he envisages wouid come from an exi1sting UN source
=~ this may be the BEC .,

Controversi1al areas Such as polirtics wouldg be
avoided, which makes Bruok feel his station would need
only minimai regulation,

Trevor EBrook says his service would attract a )
mainly male audience and one more interested 1n technical L
matters - and technical interests would be catered for -
within the Programming andJ advertising which would fund
the operation,

In the application it was pointed out that there
are no limits to  the number of fregquencies which a
country may use on the shortwave band =~ and that new
legislation would not be required before such a station
was allowed, The application also pointed out the desire
of the EEC for a freeflow of information and media
communications between its member units,

NOW RADIO
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GOVERNMENT FAFER 12Y YEAR I:Ni>

David Mellor, Home O0Office Minister with Spev ]
responsibility for broadcasting, informed the deiegation
from the Community Radio Assonciation at a meeting last
week that the Green Faper on the future development of i
radio should be published before Christmas,

He told the CRA group that Community Radin was
being looked at in a positive and constructive light,

RED ROTE CHAIRMAN BUYS SHARES T™
MANCHIESTER INDIE STATION

Owen Oyston, Chairman of The Red Rose Radio Group
(Red Ros= Radin, Radio Aire, Re Dragon Radio’, how
obtained a 4,22 per cent share holding in FPiccadiily
Radio.

Oyston bought the shares from E£ddie Shah,

TI.77¢ 2T RTHFE THRIEAT 1.TFTIIZT

Management at LEC Radio (London) have hel.d a
meeting with representatives of unions and staff a0 1.
threat of industrial action has been lifted,

A major review of the operation is to be unoertak...
by the owners of the station,

LUUXNY TO =2FIEK EEAKRLTLY FT'ILMFE ATITIYY bojie i

The new schedule just launched by Radio Luxembioo
has been geared to attracting a lar'ger audience fo: :.-
station ahead of its traditional prime reach between 100
- D100 hours, .

Amongs t the new programmes are series invoivi o
Gary Newman and Jim Diamond ‘being DJs' and = oew
programme hosted by former Laserette Liz West,

SEAILLAND IRADIO T FINROGREDSE LT N

Work to establish new commercial radio servio--
from the tiny Principality of Sealand - & miles 7irom t.=
coast of the UK - are progressing well,

A start-date for early new year is being loock=o -
for the first station which would operate witin S0
transmitter power,

The station will provide national coverage of o
UK as well as many parts of the continent,

NOW RADIO



ASSOCTATION FOR BROADCASSTITI NG
DEVIELOPMENT DFETAILII.:S3 PILANS

The Association for Broadcasting Development (AED)
has been formed by the organisers of last July's Radio
Applicants Group meeting, who believed that there was a
need for a more bronad-based representation to both The
Home Office and The Government,

In a recent letter to all of the 260-plus groups
who had applied for community radio licences, it was put
that applicants were in fact united on two major points -
that there is a demand, unmet by existing licenced radio
broadcasters for different format radio stations - andg
that there is sufficient capacity in the frequency
spectrum for a major increase in low power stations,

in the letter ABD also sought the views and
comments of applicants through a one page questionnaire,

Paul Boon, Co~ordinator for the Association for
Broadcasting Development and of the South London Radio |
Partnership, said: "The views of the 1985 applicants will
form the basis of what ABD will stand for. So far the
response has been most encouraging, replies are arriving
every day from the length and breadth of the c¢oluntry

along with many offers of practical support, I am s»o
pleased, so many have taken the trouble to reply 1n such
a constructive way, Clearly, this is a mneasure of now

close the radio issue is, to everyone's heart, The next
few months will be very interesting indeed”,

With immediate effect the ABD Says it is to
undertake a forceful lobby of the Government from a

united platform, it will seek to secure space on tihe
frequency spectrum for a whole range of radio station
types, it will develop fully workable plans for the
different categories of station - so that the prime cause

of the self destructive conflict in the radino Liobby is
eliminated, ABD also wants to cease the use of the word
community - which it describes as a nebulous term often
left open to mis—-interpretation, The ABD will als»
incorporate the views and comments of the 1985 applicants
who repsond to their qguestionnaire and use the material
gathered for a written submission to the Government's

Green Paper, LATE NEWS

United States finance and cengineering expertise is reported to be behind
a new soul pirate station due to begin broadcasting in London in the next couple
of wecks. The station will be launched at The Limelight Club, Crystal Palace.
Dial location around 88MHz. Other stations said to be worried, including KISS-FX
and SOLAR which is planning a return to the air soon.

_J

'

NOW RADIO

-

L.



