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COMMUNITY STATION GIVEN BEBEC
AIRTIME

An applicant group for the Community Radin franchise for Solihull,
West Midlands has been granted prime airtime on BBC Radio WM,

The group, Mutual Broadcasting, will start with one programme each
week which will be broadcast to a potential audience of three million
people throughout the West Midlands,

Mutual Broadcasting say the programme will contain news and current
affairs of prime concern to residents of Solihull, but designed to be of
interest to the BEC station's wider audience,

Mutual initially made an approach to the BEC's Head of Local Radio
for the West Midlands, Owen Bentley, The final go-ahead was given by the
Frogramme Organiser of Radio WM, Jeremy Robinson,

Mutual will shortly be making final arrangements for their pilot
programme ahead of the series itself,

This is the first time that a community radio applica;! group has
been given airtime for its own programming by any local radio station in
the country,
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

It would be a grave mistake for the Government to say
yes to a third tier of radio (call it Community Radio, if you
must) but to restrict it by naming the places where such
stations will be given permits - or limiting the number of
stations in each area,

In any one area there may be a group wishing to provide
the kind of service that the Community Radio Association
support, plus others who want to concentrate on other
formats, such as specialist music, or in providing
programming of truly local radio |

Let's see the regulatory body inviting applicants to

locate the frequency they wish to use - saving a great deal
of time and expense - and not limiting the number of stations
able to broadcast in any particular area - excepting when

there is just not one single channel left for use!

Let's also see some action on the development of our
industry - before the General Election would be nice - but
then we are just the radio industry, aren't we?
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LBsC 7/ IRN MANAGEMENT CAL L FOR

REDUCTION IN STAFFING LEVEL

4 JoOoEBEsSs TO GO

A major meeting of staff at LBC/IRN on Friday afternoon was told
that the station must see a reduction in the number of jobs by 34, There
would be 21 redundancies - and a further 13 jobs would go through 'natural
wastage' etc,

The meeting was headed by Bill Coppen-Gardner (managing director
LBC/IRN), Rhett Walker (managing director, Chalford Communications, the
stations major owner) Philip Bacon (Assistant Editor LBC), Dave Wilsworth
(Editor IRN), and Roger Francis (Head of Engineering),

Chalford appear to have conducted major investigations into the past
management and operation of LBC/IRN, including all past research, and have
studied the operation of similar stations in markets in the United States
of America, Canada, Australia, Europe, etc, They are planning to nmake the
station more cost-effective, provide more popular programming and aim for
a bigger share of the available daytime audience, especially in the 25 -
34 age range, Part of the plan will be to introduce shorter programming
blocks and introduce more pace in to LBC programming,

Brian Hayes' morning phone in/discussion programme will lose an hour
and will finish at noon, to be followed by a new two hour magazine format
programme which may be headed by a big name presenter which the station
may buy in, A further new programme, consumer based, will run between 1500
= 1700,

The company is also reported to have carried out a survey of ILR
managing directors on their opinion of the service provided by Independent
Radio News, They appear to believe that IRN is ‘value for money',

The 21 redundancies asked for by management will be 3 Nationmal Union
of Journalists, 7 ACTT, 4 BETA, 6 NGA and one non-union post,

€ jobs will go in LBC Programming, 4 from IRN, 1 from the
Parliamentary service, 1 Traffic, the wireroom will be closed and 4 will
go from there, teleprinter op will go and six jobs will be lost there, I
job will go in publicity, 1 in accounts and 10 Engineering staff will go,

The loss of 10 Engineers will leave the company with 20 in that
area, and there may be plans to make night time/over night programmes
self-op thus doing away with the need for an engineer to run such
programmes,

A new electronic newsroom will be introduced, and staff will be
receiving a two part pay hike, The first part will be a cost-of-living
increase, the second for accepting the new technology. Each staff member
will als receive a one-off payment of £1,500, Out wil go certain special
allowances and a change in expenses’' claims for milage etc,

The management offer is on the table for eight weeks,

There will be a further meeting with management and union officials
this coming Friday (January 20),

At press time Union officials are reported as "Not very happy with
the situation” and one claimed "We cannot rule out industrial action.,”

LEBC/IRN is the biggest single employer in the Independent Radio
network, It employs around 177 people,




EEC WANT=S DOMESTIC CHANNEL FOR

WORLD SERVICE FROGRAMMMING

EEC World Service News & Current Affairs programming output should be
available within the United Kingdom - perhaps as a new twenty-four hour
channel - according to a report given to the Govermment's Foreign Affairs
Select Committee who are conducting an injuiry into what is described as
Eritain's ‘cuitural diplomacy' efforts abroad and prepared by Mr, Jobn
Tusa, who recently took over as Managing Director of the service,

Tusa says as the EEC World Service is paid for by British tax payers
it is oniy right that they should have easier access to it, He is
sujgesting a new channel might carry EBC Worid Service News and Current
Affairs as the programming 'backbone' with other content such as Cricket
and Parliamentary debates filling much of the remaining hours,

The report also proposes that programming from the BBC's 37 diferent
ianguage operations of BEC External Services should be freely available for
use by EEC Local Radio stations which serve ethnic communities, He also
suggested that the prospective Community/Third Tier stations might be able
to use External Service programming - particularly those stations serving
ethnic communities,

In recent weeks a major review of World Service programming has
begun, and will mean a review of ail ‘he stations output, The service has
remained greatly untouched for 40 years,

Around 1,5 million Eritons in the United Kingdom tune to EBC World
Service output each week, There have been requests for its output to be
more easily available in this country for a long time,

The Tusa call for better coverage of BBC World Service in the UK -
and the overhaul of its pogramming - comes at the same time that Erian
Wenham, Managing Director of BBC Domestic Radio, is startingy a major
reappraisal of his services,

John Tusa has also requested that funding for the BBC External
Services (including the English-language World Service) be increased by
1.5% to a total of £110 miilion, The Foreign Dffice decidess,

The relaying, or the establishment of a new seperate channel for
External Services would require renegotiation of terms with the various
talent unions, It is doubtful whether the sarvices output will be provided
as a seperate channel - though the sujggestion to allow Third Tier/Community
stations to use its output would be of great interest to such operators,

AWARD WINNER EXITZ=Z RED ROSE

Award winning Producer and Journalist Michael Green has quit Freston
commercial station Red Rose Radio for the post of Public Relations Officer
with Lancashire Constabulary,

41 year old Green has been a senior producer with Red Rose for the
past four years, Prior to joining that station he worked for Liverpool
independent Radin City for seven years, and as a news reporter for E8C
Radio Merseyside

NOW RADID — —
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OYSTON FREFARES FOR MID—YEAR

CABLE LAUNCH

Owen Oyston, Chaiman of the Red Rose Radio Group, owners of Red Rose
Radio (Freston, Lancs), Radio Aire (Leeds, West Yorkshire) and Red Dragon
Radio (Cardiff, South uales), should see his latest media operation
functional by the middle of this year,

It's Merseyside Cabievision and Lancashire Cable Television, The two
systems will be linked and run by common management ,

provision of teiephony services on the systems, British Telecommunications
were originaiy sharehoiders in the Merseyside system - but withdrew,

NORTHANTS 3 DETAIL NEW COMFAaNY
STRUCT URE

The Northamptonshire Eroadcasting Company is the new name for the
company which operates the commercial station Northants S€, Northants 96
came in to being Z0th November as the call-sign for the new operation which
is run by the Chiltern Radio Network, uUntil that date the service had been
a part of HKereward Radio's franchise from the Independent Broadcasting
Authority,

The MNorthamptonshire Eroadcasting Company has announced the names of
new board members,

The Chairman will be Feter Burton who is also Chief Executive of the
Vatford-based intermationai electronics company CASE Group, He is married
an lives in St Albans,

Feter Desborough joins the board as a non-executive Cirector, He was
formeriy the managing director of Mobile Radio in Wellingborough and now
heads the Wellingborough Cable TV company which is a shareholder in the
Chiltern Group, Mr Desborough lives in Great billington, Northants and is
married,

Lester Cowiing is Features Editor of the Kettering-based Northants
Evening Teiegraph newspaper. Mr Cowling, who lives in Kettering, joins as a
non-executive Director,

Managing Director of The Northampton EBroadcasting Company is, as
previously amnounced, Colin Mason, He is Managing Director of Chiltern
Radio - the parent company, 43 year-old Mason is married and lives with his
family in Hall End, Near Wootton, Bedford, He is also a Director of the
Milton Keynes Chamber of Commerce and very active with the Territorial
Army, His broadcast career goes back to the early sixties and takes in US
radin, as weil as Uil BEC and ILR radio stations, Frior to moving in as
managing director of Chiitern he had been managing director of Standard
Sroadcasting (UK) Limited and before that Frogramme Director at Swansea
Sound,

The Company Secretary will be Stuart Reed, He also performs the same
function with Chiltern Radio, He is 25 and now lives in Fear Tree EBridge,
Milton Keynes, He formerly worked for a steei company in the West Midiands,

The Narthampton Eroadcasting Company says it wiil be announcing the
names of more directors in the future,

At the moment Oyston is in talks with Mercury Communications for the
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Northants 9€ broadcasts live programming from its Northampton studio
between 1000 - 1400 hours weekdays when the David Prever Show is aired,
Apart from news, most of the remainder of the output comes from the
Chiltern Radio studios in Dunstable,

LEC GUIDELINE

The London tali station LBC raised an amazing £74,111 with its unique
Guidaline appeal, The station leased lines from British Telecom to explain
how money raised would be spent on training guide dogs for the blind, Each
minute a caller spent listening to the message raised 22p for the appeal.

The finai result, when the appeal closed, was that there had been
47,067 calls, A total of 331,364 minutes was given to callers listening to
the message, This works out at an average 7,04 minutes per call, The amount
raised on the telephone was £72,900 - with seperate donations being sent
direct to LEC amounting to £1,211,

The cost of training each dog is £1,000 - so LEC and its audience
have made possible the introduction of another 74 dogs to help the blind,
They will be trained at the Redbridge Centre,

CAFITAL AFFOINTMENT

Mike Whitehiil, 27, is taking over the duties of Fress Officer at
London's Capital Radio, He succeeds Jan Reid, who after 10 years in the
post is retiring,

Mike Whitehill, who has been her deputy for the last year, joined
Capital Radio in '£4, He takes over the post as from February lst,

STJOURNGO QUITE=

A senior journalist at Glasgow's Radio Clyde, Andy Stenton, has quit
the station to join the new Fress Agency Scotland,

Frior to joining Clyde, Stenton also worked for Aberdeen's NorthSound
Radin,

He will be based in Glasgow for PAS,

LEICEZ=TER MANAGER NAMED

The EBC has appointed jeremy Robinson to the post of Station Manager
of BBC Radio Leicester,
He had been Frogramm2 Organiser at EEC Radio WM,

GOILF MAaN DIES

Tom Scott, former editor of Golif illustrated for more than 30 years,
d1ed at his home at Carnoustie, He was £0,

Tom Scott was a reguiar reporter for B2C radin stations on
professionai goif,
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EBC RADIO LONDON TARGETS
YUFRFF IES

EEC Radin London has hired former Capitlal Radio cockney presenter
Gary Crowley to host a new programme which will be broadcast with the
identificalion °*Nile FM' from January 2%,

The stalion is targeting a yuppie audience and will be playing hip-
hop, jazz funk and many new indie reicases in a twd hour programme which
will run weekdays 2200 ~ 2400 hours,

CHANGES FOR CAFITAL

London's Capital Radio is moving Chris Tarrant to breakfast drive
from lunchtime from nesxt month, and Graham Dene will take over the
lunchtime programme,

The change comes after recent surveys show that Dene's audience
ratings have shown a decline, whilst Tarranl has increassd his reach,

Yhe new Dene programme wiil start half-an-hour earlier than Tarrant
- taking 30-minutes away from David Jensen, and starting at 1100 until
1200 daily,

The slation will be going for a public floatation shortly, and
sources indicate February a likely time for the full and public
announcement to be made on the issu2,

EEC FINANCE HEAD FOR TR I AL

Tiwe EBC's Head of Finance (Narthern Ireland) was committad for trial
by Eeifast Majistrates on Friday January 1€ on four charges of defrauding
the Corporation,

john Mcaleese, 36, of Antrim, pleaded not gquilty to dishonestly
ohtaining a total of £12,3%€, He was given bail of £500,

FROM VIKING TO B00ZE!

Nigel Mallender is quilling Huil commerciai station Viking Radio tno
manag2 a pub, He was Sales Managar on the Humberside service,
His replacement wili be his former depuly, Maicolm Woodcock,

=STVYILUS SPROoONSOR HAMI LTON =HOW

The TV-Merchandising experts Styius Music have been named as
sponsors of the proposed Tavid Hamilton Show which Radin 210 hopes to get
aired around the Independent Radio system,

Styius begins its association with the programme by providing prizes
on Hamiiton's Sunday mididay programme on 216, The prizes wiil be used on
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The Music Game Challenge. They get the usual quota of namechecks within
the programme and on promo's for it during the week,

Radio 210 is checking around IR stations to see which will take a
weekly Hamilton programme, Only a few, including Hereward Radio
(Feterborough) and GWR have so far agreed to air the show, Stylus claims
it would be pouring up to a £1m into the programme if it were aired on the
entire netlwork,

MERCURY WaNTS ANOTHER

Foilowing the announcement that it has made a profit of £41,30€ in
its first fuil accounting year, Radio Mercury (Crawley) is reported to be
inoking al the possibility of taking over anolher Independent station,

Recentiy the Chairman of Southern Sound claimed to station staffers
that rumours of a takeover of his station by Mercury were unfounded -
though Southern is the prime contendes for such a deal,

Fercury's Managing Director, John Aumonier has claimed national
sales in the first year were down £80,000 on projections, The station is
s0id through EMZ, He credited the profitabie situation to excellent local
sales,

NOTTS FRODUCER NAMED

BEC Radio Nottingham has named Ciana Feasey, 36, as its new
Mansfield area Froducer,

She had been working freelance in the East Midlands and West
Yorkshire regions for the past few years,

REVISED FICCADILLY FIGURES

Ficcadilly Radio (Manchester) has publiished revised results for the
last financial year, ending September 30, to take in to account the
reduction in IBA rentals announced recently and back-dated to April 1,
1986,

Ficcadilly had a Z8% reduction and this means the company saves
£46,600 for the period between April and September,

FPre-tax profits now read £526,000, The company says it will not be
raising its dividends as a result,

Ficcadiliy is one of three UK commercial stations to be listed on
the Uniisted Securities Mariet and the first to report its financial
information since joining the USH,

FOREIGN REFORTER TO NEW FOST

Kevin Ruane, Senior Foreign Correspondent for the British
groadcasting Corporation, has been appointed to the new post of EEC
External Services European Affairs Correspondent ,

Ruane, 54, will be based at Eush House ,

His new post will reguire him drawing on his vast knowledge of the
Turopean scene to provide speciaiist commentaries and reports on European
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affairs, with a special emphasis on events taking place {n Eastern-bloc
countries,

He recently ended a 4K year stint in Warsaw for the BEC, Prior to
that he spent 3 years in Moscow, He has also been an editor of EEBC Radio
News (Foreign Affairs) and spent more than 10 years at the BEC Monitoring
Service at Caversham Fark logging Russian broadcasts,

CURRIE AUTHORITY

35-year-old Tony Currie has taken on the role of Controller of
FProgranmes at The Cable Authority, He will be responsible for programme
regulation and checking progranme services on-line,

Currie's broadcasting career includes both radio and television,
Anongst the radio stations he has worked for is Radio Clyde, He was also
involved in a cabie radio service in Scotland, Radio Six,

edver:iscenrt
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RS RN TRFIDIATE VACAMCY FCR A
EROADCA=ST ENGINEER
EXFERIENCE OF AM & Fit TRANSMITTERS ESSENTIAL, THE VOICE GF FEACE RAGIO
STATION IS LOCATED AECARD THE MV PEACE, ANCHORED A FEW MILES OFF ThE TEL
AVIV CGASTLINE, THE OFERATIGN IS LEGAL, OFFICES ARE BASED IN TEL AVIV,
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TIME 7T0O SELL

Brazil's Radio EBras is offering airtime on its transmitters to
international broadcasting organisations - for a price,

Radi Eras owns and operates £ x 250kW transmitters capabie of
operating at any frequency between 3 - 13 mHz,

CONTRA DEAL.

VS  Govermment funds have paid for a new radio station, Radio
Liberation, which wiii be run by the Contra's,

The station is broadcasting 12 bhours per day from a 50kW AM
transmitter,

Radio Liberation will carry music, news, information, sports and a
daily soap opera with a political theme,

FCC TO DECIDE

In Washington ©DC, the Federal Communicatinns Commission is
considering revoking ils cross-ownership regulations,

The FCC may allow companies to own television and AM radio stations
in the same market,

THE FUTURE IS UFPR IN THE AIR

A number of European broadcasting companies have find a new and
reiatively inexpensive wmethod of distributing common programming to
networks of stations: Satelliite,

French stations, such as RTL, Europe #1, RMC, NRJ, CFM, Nostalgie,
Radio France, Skyrock and Citycom are broadcasting their signals via the
Teliecom 1A sateliite,

Using satellite receivers, affiliate radio stations can pick up the
programmes for rebroadcast, The cost is reported to be very favourable when
compared with standard telephone company landlines,

VOICE OF FEACE SEEK= FERMIT

Abe Nathan, the peace campaigner, is making another request to the
Government of the State of israeil 4o bring his offshore radio station,
Voice of Feace, ashore,

The station has been broadcasting to Israel and nearby nations since
1373, Nathan bhas requested permission bring his station ashore severai
times in the past, The iatest request follows the station losing a radio
engineer through electrocution,

The nrganisation, based in Tel-Aviv, wants to place the m, v, Peace on
giant concrete biocks on the beach of that city,

NOW RADID ~— =
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Y ““OPEN’NGS G RS RN I D Qe R A

NOW RALIO will publish vacancy information free-of-charge in the case
of subscribers, Letails can be sent in writing to NOW RADIO, FO Box 45,
Ketterimy, NNIE ONW, Non-subscribers cannot be guaranteed space, lhough we
will always do our best to include any industry openings whenever possible,
Individuals seeking positions within radi» are also welcome to submil their
requirements, Often NGW RACIO is able to assisl with positions available
without requirements going in print,

Colin FPalmer, Head of News al Hull independent station VIKING RADIC
has an immediate vacancy for a NEVS JOURNALISY, Coiin can be contacted on
(04€2) 203903 or in writing at Viking Radio, 1 Commercial Road, Kull, North
Hunberside, ., ..

Feterborough's Hereward Radio has a vacancy for a JGURNALIST (JLR 1)
to work on news and sport, The station is about to move into brand new
premises right in the centre of the town, by the way, Jonathan Craymer is
News Editor and the man to talk to about this one, He can be reached on
(0733) 46225,,....

Newcastle-upon-Tyne's Metro Radio is after a REFORTER for its busy
newsroom, It's a great area for news, Experienced journalistic experience
and a radio background as well as a good knowledge of the North East would
assist anyone applying for this job, Applications are invited, in writing,
to Kath Hamill, Metro Radio, Swalwell, Newastle-upon-Tyne, NESS 1EE,,.....

EEC RADIO NGRTHAMFTGN is looking for top-grade NEWS FRODUCERS,
Ideally some radio experience would be prefered, but this is not essential
if you feel you can adapt to radio work, A good microphone voice and clean
driving licence are also needed, Zalary range from £16,412 - £14,725 plus
annual allowance of £1,020,,,,,,

EEC RADID LANCASTER has a vacancy for a NEWS FRODUCER to be based in
Elackburn, Like Hereward (see above) this station’s about to move into
modern and new premises, You'll be working on a wide ranfje of programming,
Three years experience ('papers or broadcasting) is needed, either at Sub
Editor or the equivalent level, They say they're after somebody with a
clean driver's licence, gond microphone voice, an appetite for hard work
and with a sense of humour! Salary range £10,412 - £14,725 plus a £1,020
annual allowance,,,,,,

ESC RADIO NOTTINGHAM has a rare opening for a FRESENTER for a
music/speech sequence programme, Strong personality and good interview
technigue required, If you are full of lively ideas send a c,v, and
cassette aircheck to the Station Manager, EEC Radio Nottingham, York rouse,
Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG 32J8, You can call (0£02) 41 51 £1 for
further information, ...,

There is also a vacancy for a FRODUCER for sequence programming at
EEC RAGIO NOTTINGHAM, With a new management team taking over the station,
they're after the following; somebody prepared to work unsociable hours at
times, somebody who wili live near Lo Lhe station, a track record of
translating ideas into projrammes, a good microphone voice, clean driving
ilcence and a sound technicai backyround, The salary runs £16,412 - £14,723
plus an aliowance of £1,020 per annum
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The VOICE OF PEACE radio station has a vacancy for an experienced
EROAGCAST ENGINEER. Station, aboard m.v, Feace, in International Waters off
Israel, has 2 x 20kVW AM and | x 20 k¥ (90kV erp) FM transmitter set up.
Knowledge of such reguired, Leave taken in Israel, For details call VOICE
GF FEARCE European Agents NOW RAGIO COMMUNICATIONS on (0S36) 51 &4 37 and
ask for Howard G, L, Rose.. ...

The EEC has a vacancy for an EDUCATION CORRESFONDENT who wili cover
ali kinds of subject matter from Nursery to Fostgraduate level - inciuding
politics, economics, industriai and social relationships. Candidate would
be providing oulput for ail four national stations and considerabie
educational journalism experience is required, Salary up to0 a maximum of
£23,800 per annum, .., .

The Corporation's News & Current Affairs Group has a vacancy for a
REFGRTER for a wide range of programmes and news bulletins, You would need
sound news judgement, the ability to write well for radio and the abiiity
to work technical equipment plus a good broadcast voice and a proven
standard of journaiism, Based in Central iondon, the salary range will be
up to £15,500,...,..

EBC RACID NEWS has an opening for a SUES-EDITOR who will work on
nateriai for all 4 national stations, You'll be preparing news bulietins
and workiny also for regional and local radio services, You'll also be
working from time to time at Westminster and on such programmes as Today in
Parliament, Sometimes your duties will include copytasting, Journalistic
experience and the ability to write excellent stories for broadcast are a
must ., Saiary range £11,492 - £15,805 plus annual allowance of £597 .,

ZCR, Twd Counties Radin, has a requirement of one SFURTS TRAINEE at
this moment! If you know sports, and fancy your chances, write as soon as
possible to Chris Kelly, News Editor, 2CR, 5/7 Southcote Road, Eournemouth,
eHi 3LR......

JOURNALISTS are required at both Froducer and Reporter level at EBEC
RADIC OEVON, Vacancies ar= at the station's Exeter studios, You'll be
working on the station's drive speech-based programming and compiling and
presenting news buiietins, Reporters may initialiy be engaged on contract-
basis, Saiaries on offer for Froducers range £i0,4i2 ~ £14,725 plus annual
allowance of £i,020 and Reporters from £2,954 to £11,110 plus £597
allowance per annum,,,.,...

EEXCON  RADIC is shortly expanding its TSA to cover the
Shrewsbury/Teiford areas of Zhropshire with additional transmitters, As a
resuit the station has vacancies for experienced broadcasters for NEWS and
PRESENTATION duties, Demo tapes (cassette) and c.,v.'s should be mailed
prunts to Richard Caperon, Frogramme Uirctor, EBeacon Radio, Box 303,
Woiverhampton, WVE GOG, ... ..

A COMMUNITY RAGIGC applicant group in the London area has a vacancy
for a HEAD OF SALES who wiil not be desk-bound and who will show the
abiiity to earn the vast income that is possible for a popular station
Exceiient agreement possibie for the right person, Write Community Sales
Vacancy, c¢/o Now Radio, FO Box 45, Kettering, NNIE ONW, ... ...

RADIO NEWSLINE (0536) 51.4437 -

SATURDAV 2 pm until MONDAY 9am’ <42
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FERSONAL VIEV
CLIVE 6LOVER
for NOV RADIO

1 was interested to see the recent letter to NOW RADIO from Peter
Ealdwin of the IBA, I notice he has also been reading and writing to <TX>
magazine - perhaps there isn't much to do in the iEA’s Radio Departiment these
days?

have put to him and his cnlleagues on a number of occasions over the past few
years, without ever recelving a satisfactory answer: wvhy, when it has been
abundantly clear for several years that there is a huje demand for more and
varied radio services, has the IEA not issued more franchises ?7

fAnyway, it gives me the opportunity to raise publically the gquestion 1 l

The existing franchise areas tinclucing a number still not of fered by
the IBA) were agreed by the Home Secretary in July 1921, on the recommendation |
of the Local Radio Working Farty's report published in December 1920, The iBA
has not issued any franchises since November 19E84, but has merely re-—issued
existing franchises (except Radio Victory's!), usually taking the opportunity to l
enlarge the area and open up more transmitters to relay the existing services,
1t has also allowed a whole series of mergers and links, which have effectively
turned all of the commercial stations into regional services comparable with -
or even larger than - the BBC's ‘local' services, Significantly, the Authority
now refers to ‘'Independent Radio’ (IR) instead of ‘Independent Local Radio’ |
C(ILR),

Since 1981, the growth of the Community Radio movement and, perhaps
more significantly, large nunbers of land-based, unlicenced stations have shown
that there is a huge demand for radio services which are not being met by

existing EEC or IR stations, A number of unlicenced operators - mtably in
London - have shown clearly that small, specialist format, stations can be very
popular, More important - and obvious, surely, even to the bureaucrats of

Erompton Road - is that a number of the formats pioneered by unlicenced stations
are clearly moneyspinners and would therefore be very attractive to commercial
operators,

So why hasn't the IEA used a bit of commercial initiative and offered
new franchises for, say, a London-wide soul music station, a Greek-language
station for North Londn, a neighbourhond station for South-Vest london and so
on? |

No doubt, the IEA would have needed the Home Office's permission, This [
would have meant reconvening the Local Radio Working Farty (which, rumour {
suggests, hasn't met for over six years!) but that would presumably been easy to
arrange - especially as a recommendation to go ahead with such new franchises |
could have got the Home Secretary off the hook of the Community Radio
experiment! Eut m, The oniy thing that occured to the 1EA was that they ought
to 4o something to please the Government: so how about a spot of deregulation,

e —— ——————————
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vhich was all the rage (except in radio, of course), So the IEA bravely agreed
to remove most of the vitally-important regulations they had been set up to
impose on radio broadcasters as part of their commitment to 'Public Service'
broadcasting, N> longer would they prohibit sponsorship, live reading of
commercials, jingles with American singers, Casey Kasem's Amercan Top 40,,.in
fact , almost anything was OK as long as everyone agreed to call it Public
Service broadcasting,

Almost anything, There is one thing, just one, which is totally
sacrosanct; It is the monopoly of advertising within each franchise area, The
IEA - along with the AIRC - are petrified al the idea that any new radio system,
vhether Community Radio or a new deregulated system, would allow competitors for
radin advertising within the franchise area of existing iR stations, They will
do aimost anything to prevent this one element of virtually all other commercial
activity - competition - becoming [part of the radio scene,

Eut this attitude has aimost cec-~tainly been the cause of the downfall
of the IgA's Radio Division, The Govermment's Green Faper seems likely to
recommend transfering the IBA's radic responsibilities to the Cable Authority,
who take a more liberal line on competitive matters, And yet, if the IEA had
been smart, they could have prevented such changes, If they had been responsive
to demands for new and more services, they could have presided over a vigorous
an? expanding radio bronadcasting industry,,,,,,You blew it, Mr, Baldwin,

WILL. DEREGUL ATION NMEAN J0O0E LOSSES
FOR NEWSROOM STAFFT

HOWSEG 6 L FGSE
For NOU RRQ;0:

Gne of the first professional responses to the proposals in the
Government's forthcoming White Paper on the future of United Kingdom radio came
to be when I cailed in to the news room of an Independent Radio station, I was
asking the staff of the station their personal opinions of the prospects of
derequlation, when the Father of the Chapel (FoC) of the National Union of
Journalists claimed that the first reaction had come from the stations Head of
MNews who claimed that, at his particular station, the first casualty would be
the news room operation,

When I questined further this particular response it became clear that
the station had no true interest in news output - as far as senior management
are concerned - and hours of operation already are limited mainly to weekday
daytime hours with the remainder of the time the station relaying IRN bulletins,

“We think if the station is not forced to provide a local news service
- we will ail be out of work”,

Now, I cannot speak for the management of this particular station, but
I can see a need Lo calm some of the fears of people who are already working in
commercial radio who might see more radio as a threat to their jobs,
particuiarly if the present quatas on news, information and speech imposed on
such stations are 1ifted,
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I have always called for the lifting of ‘must carry' rules in a
deregulated market-place, Until now, with a monopoly of each commercial station
in their own service area, there has been a need for the IBA (as the licensing
body) to call for certain quotas to ensure that franchise holders do provide the
type of service rejuired from I[LR, Indeed all applicants agreed to carry such
programming in the2ir documents to the IBA - and on accepting the IBA's contract
- they agreed to do it,

If we get to a position where there are no monopoly situations in
commercial radio - more stations in each area - the requirement to have each
station providing the same kind of programming output must go - otherwise we
simply see more radio - but no more choice,

Back to the station which doesn't see naws (local) as important - and
indeed they even would like to drop national news from IRN - well, any new radio
service for thelr particular area would see this is a policy of this particular
station and Go For Gold! If I were planning a new station for this city, I would
be looking at offering a news service that would show that news is a very
important, if not the most, element of programming output,

1 would not be looking at a limited-hours service, but much longer, if
not around the clock,

And, where would I find my prospetive staff? Well, I would start by
lookiny at those around with a track-record, That may well mean journalists
already working in ILR! And, if there were to be several stations in the area, I
am sure that I would not be the only 'Head Huntor' around seeking ut good people
to run my news operation,

"But what about job security?” Was 2 question asked of me when I
explained this picture to our journalist friend , .,

Obviously each new station will have to decide what kind of security it
may offer to staff - but in a free-er market the increased number of stations
would be pretly good securily, You would, as a broadcaster, as a journalist, b=
able for the first time to get an urge to quit one station and rather than
having to move right out of your area irto that of another local station -
perhaps the other end of the country - y.u would be able to 'walk across the
road' to the competitor and seek work!

I know of one prospective Third Tier operation which already has begun
selecting its news team - and it's begun by looking at people already working in
ILR who perhaps feel their stations will reduce their staff numbers, They are
also offering more money and better faci . ities than many ILR stations!

The new stations will have tc find the weak points in the existing
radio services and provide output whicih provides the listeners with a service
which plugs these gaps, News will be one area where the new breed can and must
be looking,

! Finally, the journalist, who I am not naming(!), asked whether
community radio/third tier would only employ unpaid labour,, . all I could say was
"Not if they want to be listened to and if they want to offer a professonal and
popular service,,.,if you don't pay,...you won't get anybody worthwhile,,, " Will
they?

S 01 3 4

Now Radlb. Bac ssues. Box 45, Ketterlng. Norlllants
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LISTENING AT NIGHT

A NUKEER DF RERCERS HAVE ASKED WHY IT IS SO BIFFICULT TO HEAR MEOIUN VAVE (MW} STATIONS
SUCH RS CRROLINE AND LASER AT NIGHT, VHEN THEY CAN BE HEARD FERFECTLY WELL DURING THE DAY, THE
AVSVER IS, SINFLY, THAT M¥ SIGNLS - AND MOST OTHER RiDI0 SIGNALS - TRAVEL DIFFERENTLY AT NIGHT !
SLIVE ELOVER EXFLAINS, IN AS NON-TECENICAL A WAY AS FOSSISLE

The first point to wunderstand is that all radio waves travel in
straight lines away from the transmitting antenna, As the Earth's surface is
curved, this means that they all head out into space some distance away from the
transmitter, The atmosphere contains a number of layers at particular heights
above the Earth's surface which are of special importance to radio and are
together called the ionosphere, The main layers are called the F2 layer (300 -
400 km high), the F1 layer (200 km) =nd the E layer (120 km), These layers
consist of ionised gases, {.e, with molecules split into ions and free electrons
by the action of radiation from the sun, The next point to note is that, after
sunset, the F1 and FZ layers combine to form a single F layer at about 250 km
height and all the split molecules combine, Thus, the state of the ionosphere is
quite different in daytime and nightime,

My signals (between 520 and 1£05 kHz) in daytime can normally only be
heard over a relatively short distance, say up to about 350 km, Of course, this
varies according to the power of the transmitter, the height of the antenna and
the type of ground on which it is based (nb water being by far the best!!),
Reception during the daytime is by ‘'groundwave', which is the signal which has
travelled directly along the Earth's surface from the transmitter to the
listener's receiver, The signal from the transmiter will also have travelled up
into the ionoshphere but will have been absorbed by i{t,

At nightime, "things are much more complicated, Listeners near to the
transmitter will still hear the signal by groundwave, However, listeners further
away will hear other stations on the channel, fading in and out, and interfering
with the signal they want to hear, This is because the changed state of the
ionosphere is now reflecting back to Earth signals on that channel from
transmitters many hundreds - or even thousands - of kilometres away, This is
called the ‘skywave' and, as it arrives at the listener's radio on exactly the
same frequency as the groundwave from the wanted station, will cause the
interference familiar to most MW licteners - foreign voices and music and all
| manor of whistles and whines! Incidently, under certain conditions, the
groundwave and skywave from the same station can reach a listener just on the
edge of normal groundwave reception, As the skywave has travelled much further
(ie up to the ionosphere and back) it arrives just after the groundwave and
causes fading - this is what causes the famous Radio Luxembourg fading....

can see why their nightime reception differs so much, Being outside of the

official body which allocates frequencies (lhe ITU), each of the stations chose
| their own frequency, Obviousiy, to ensure the maximum coverage (and largest
! audience possible) each chose a channel that was ‘clear' in daytime in N
‘ Europe, However, as we have seen, there are no clear channels anywhere at night
[ as signals can arrive from aimost anywhere on Earth!

i
| So, if we look at the specific cases of Caroline, Monique and Laser, we
|
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The clearest of the three channels is 963 kHz, used by Monique, There
are only three large transmitters on this channel within the whole of
Europe and North Africa (in Tunisia, Bulgaria and Finland), Only the
Bulgarian transmitter seems to cause interference within Monigque's
listening area of The Netherlands, However, interference works both ways,
and the Finns have been upset by interference from Monique, so are building
an  increased-power transmitter, This, in turn, is likely to cause
interference to Monigue's signal., ...

Caroline's frequency of 558 kHz is also quite clear, There are
several high powered transmiiters on the channel (in Rumania, Finland and
Switzerland) but the particular locations mean that interference 1is
unusual, Nightime listeners in parts of Europe do get some interference
from a massive 1,000kW station in Iran, but this is unlikely to reach the
UK.

It is so easy to see why 576 kHz is not as good a frequency as the
others: there are a lot of high powered stations on the frequency, CDuring
Laser's recent absences, most listeners in the UK will have been able to
hear foreign stations even in daylight, There are two high powered stations
on 576 kHz in Germany, one in the East and one in the West; there is a very
high powered station (500kW) in Riga, USSR and in Algeria (400kV) and a
200kW station in Tel Aviv, There are also a number of medium powered
stations which can cause interference, At any one time - at night - several
of these stations interfere with each other, probably over most of Europe,
North Africa and the Middie East! #o Jdoubt Laser's engineers will be
looking at other possible frequencies they could use, but there are very
few, if any, that would dramatically improve the night-time coverage area,

STRIKE THREAT GONE

Representatives of the NUJ (National Union of Journalists) from
commercial radio stations outside of London have agreed that should an
inproved offer does not come from the Association of Independent Radio
Contractors (AIRC) they will push ahead for local in-house agreements with
employers,

The NUJ, with the ACTT, rejects the latest national agreement offered
to the stations by the AIRC which it says would abolish annual increments,

More than 20 Chapels of the NUJ now have agreed local terms (in-
house) with stations, One, the Red Rose Group - which includes Red Rose
Radin in Freston, Radio Aire in Leeds and Red Dragon Radio in Cardiff -
says it wants to go with a national agreement,

EeEEC RADIO0O LINKS WITH INDIE TV

EBC Radin Three is linking with commercial television for the first
time for a simulcast of Harrison Birtwhistle's folk opera ‘Yan Tan Tethera'
on April 19,

The performance, in stereo on Radio Three, will be by the London
Sinfonietta, with Richard Suart, Omar Ebrahim, Helen Charnock and Philip
Ooghan, It was directed by Tony Harrison,
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Plymouth Sound Limited, Eart’s Acre, Plymouth, PL3 4HX. Telephone : 0752 227272. Telex : 4

The Editor
Now Radio Communications
PO Box &5
KETTERING

NN1G ONV 7th January 1987

Dear Sir.

I resd with interest your article in the Dececber issue of “"Kow
Radio™ about Radio in Tavistozk. Your accurate report on the progress
of this exciting experiment {s marred only by your conclusion.

1 anm a supporter of Community Radic. ] believe {t bas a valuable
place in the fabric of brosdcastirg in this country - indeed, that is
why wae developed Tavistock.

Kowever, your conclusion "thst Radio in Tavistock could broadcast
around the clock with ro need to rely on another station to sustain {t”
cannot go unchallenged. | simply do not believe this to be true unless
1t is the intentior, of an operator of such a service to use unpaid
voluntary latour. In tist case | do not believe there is any future for

Comaunity Radic because {f it is not professionally presented it will
not find an audierce.

There has been such a plethora of radio stations {n the last ten
yesrs that the expectations of the listener bss risen substantially.

They will insist on a high standsard of performince and that cannot be
obteined cheaply.

Like you, I belteve that every town of over 10,000 people should
have its own radio station but it will oaly succeed and survive {f it is
a very professional operstion, well funded and able to promote itself in
the coz=unity. Vithout the support of the Plymouth Sound ssles
department Ralic {n Tavistock wculd not survive. Ve must get awsy fron
the ides of arateur brcadzasters. salesmen, newsmen and all the other
jobs that pust be doae. Plymouth Sound stalf give tremendous support in
the sres of Tswistock in engineering, acccunting. traffic etc Dare 1
33y that they even requir2 minsgement skills which they cannot possibly
affcrd thezselves!

The 13st thing 1| wish to do {s to dsmpen the enthusiasz of the
Community Radio lobby: but it really must shed its misconceptions that
enthusisce ts enouzh. In tha end the only funding you are going to got

/is advartising
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The Editor 7th January 1987

1s advertising whatever clse is bteing suggested (do you really think

local Councils will go on paying forever?) Advertisers - even at 14.00
for 20 seconds - are hard to find unless an audience is proved (and
research iz expansive, by the way).

Do not make the mistake of belteving the laws of econonies will be
suspended for Community Radio.

Yours sincerely,

e ol

A7 e
ROBERT B EUSSELL
Yanaging Directo
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SCOTT SHANNON
ROCKIN' AMERICA

TOF =0 COUNTDOWN

WESTWOGS ONE INTERNATIONWAL of Culver City, California have
requested NOW RADIO to point out that a report that LASER HOT
KITS had contracted to take SCOTT SHANNGN'S ROCKIN' AMERICA -
TOF 30 COUNTOWN was incorrect.

STWGOD ONhe INTERNATIONAL and their UK representatives
CREATIVE FLANNERS say that CASER HGCT HITE is not wunder
tract to air the programme,

NOW RADIO carried the report (issue #IE) in  gDod faith -
though we are happy to carry this stalement and we apolojgise
Lo WESTWOSD ONE INTERNATIONAL, SUSANKE GLSON-HAHANEZ, CRZATIVE
PLANNERS of LONGON and SCOTT SHAARNGN without reservation,
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MERSEY ANTI—DRUG STATION

READIES

Liverpool may soon be heari~y what may be perhaps the most unique of
pirate radin stations - backing the Government's AIDS awareness campaign
and running a massive anti-drugs promotion,

“Qur plan is to provide a station which will reach the youth of this
city in the ianguage they understand and with the music they want to hear,

“The station will be on tLhe air for these jobs - and we clearly
understand the position we will be in becouse of the law - but the problem
of drugs and ail that means is rife 1n this region, We can get through to
the kids in a --, that we could not expect our friends at Radio City and
Merseyside to ¢v.” Said a spokesnan for the still as yet un-named station,

Tt2 operation will be funded by advertising = of which a
considerable amount has already been confirmed with the station manager,

Rotes will be around £2 - 3 per 20-second spot, though sold in
package: , The station will offsar three, daytime, night time and Total
Audienc~,

The format will be CHR (Lontemporary Hit Radio) and a six-man DJ
team wili broadcast iive on the FM station,

The stations air Jdate appears ‘o be several weeks away, even though
much of the preparation for the station has been completed,

GREEN FAFER FROSFECTS MAY LEAD
TO DECREASE IN F IRATE ACTIVITY

The leaking of the main proposais of the forthcoming Government
Green Faper on the future of Eritish radio may be having some effect on
the activities of land-based pirate radio stations,

The proposals, which were pubiished in detail in NOW RADIO [M1E€],
included greater freedom for ILR in areas of programming and business
affairs, pius stations owning and operating their own transmitters,
Community Radio/Third Tier radio was given the green light, though in
greater numbers than originally proposed for the scrapped experiment,
funding for such stations would come from spot advertising, sponsorship,
grants, subscriptions, etc,

Thwe Green Faper is expected to be pubiished next month, having
origina’ly been scheduled for the autumn,

The news of the content of the Green Faper has resulted in at least
three nrospective applicants groups for community/small business/third
tier locai radin licences calling an immediate halt to their plane to
relaunth as a direct result of the delay in the Government publishing the
document, There is also a feeiing that whether it is published during
February or not, aiioswing for a six-month 'feedback' period will bring the
nation into a Generai Election - and that again the whole radio 1ssue
would be in damger of being pusined asive,

— —]
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One of the stations has installed elaborate linking systems between
studios and transmission sites and was ready to rehire staff for full
twenty-four hour programming in South Londsn, Whilst it seems they will
not broadcast at this moment, should there be any delay in the publication
of the Green Paper, or in the introduction of its main proposals for non-
ILR/BBC radio services, the owner may instruct broadcasts to commence -
and the particular station could be on the air within days,

Stations which do transmit without a licence from the Home Office
are liable to prosecution under the Vireless Telegraphy Act 1949, It is an

of fence to instal and/or operate transmission eguipment without a licence.®

CAMFUS SROADCASTERS IN AFFEAL
TO HOME OFF ICE

Loughborough Campus Radio, at the University of Technology, is
continuing to pressure the Kome Office to allocate the station a new
f requency ,

At present LCR is transmiting, using the induction-loop system, on
9E£3kHz, The Station Manager, Jonathan Gibbs, told NOW RADID that they have
suffered some interference from Radio Monigue/Caroline Overdrive in the
past, but with a high number of loop sysiems installed, this has mainly
been overcome,

Now however the station fears that Radio Finland's move to super
high power on the channel will cause them serious problems,

The Oepartment of Trade and Industry normally allocates 945, 999,
963 and 1602 kHz for use by student broadcasters, They have offered the
use of 945, 993 or 1602 but Loughborough Campus Radio engineers say 945
and $39 are both in use by Radio Trent and are out of the question,

Furthermore the station's engineers claim that a move to 1602 kHz
would involve a lot of work and expense,

The station has also asked about the possibility of broadcasting
with low-power on the VHF/Fit band, The reguest was turned down,

Jonathan Gibbs has now written t> The DTl to regquest special
permission to use 981 kHz,

The station has written Lo the various Ministers with broadcasting
and educationai interests, as well as to their locai Member of Parliament,
Stephen Oorrell,

He sent the station a very supportive letter in which he wrote "I
cannot speak too highly of the quality of output of LCR. It is run by a
team of dedicated and enthusiastic people.”

Campus radio stations are operated at many United Kingdom
Universities. All operate wusing the induction-loop system, This s
designed to prevent the transmission from being heard outside the
University site by the general public,

Ail are operated by unpaid volunteers and broadcast only during term
times, Some do accept advertising to assist with their operational costs,
whiist it is normal for the Student’'s Union's to levy a small charge on
students to pay for the stations
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There is a great advertising campaign about to begin and we've been
told it's going to be one to really listen out for! It's the Check Ford
First promotion, In the words of one who has hac a sneak preview - "you've
never heard anything like it before!™, ., .,

The other Saturday afternoon was like the last day of term! However
the excitment was being caused by an arrival rather than anyone departing,
Yes, I'm on about Johnnie Walker's return to Radio One, It seems a pity he
has to play music, in some ways, but at least one knows that when “e does,
it 15 well worth listening to! Your Editor pickad up a couple of ideas for
tracks to play that same night - and 1 know I am not alone! I've had
reports of many a cassette machine whirling round to capture the <aviour
of Radin One's Saturday afternoon's schedule. Welcome back to national
wireless, Johnnie! We have missed you!.,.,,

Talking of listening habits,, ,decided to have a tune arnund tte dial
here at Kettering (Northamptonshire) the other afternoon and was atle, on
a normal little transistor set, to hear the following local
stations, . Northants 96, Hereward Radio (Peterborough), BBC Radio
Cambridge, BBC Essex, Essex Radio, Saxon Radio, BEBC Radio Cambridge,
Invicta Radio (really!), Manx Radio (Isle of Man), BBC Radio Nottingham,
EBRMB, Mercia Sound, Leicester Sound, Radio Broadlands, BeC Radin Norfolk,
EEC Radio Eedfordshire, EEC Radio Northamptonshire and Radio Trent, on
which I was able to hear my first Programme Director from many, many years
back - the one and only Stevi Merike. Steve's on afternoon drive 2t Trent
and doing a darn good job! Dr as he would have said (when we were younq)
"Love it to pieces'!!'". .. ...

wvhat are the 1EBA up tn? It appears there are a number of 4kW FM
transmitters on order from Edison for ILR! More power coming your way

A big split with North London UL station London Greek Radio has
resulted in a group from that station putting another signal on the air
which can now be heard on 91 .7FM, .., .,

The Australian march on UK radio continues, The latest financial
deal, however, is hardly worth worrying about! The Paul Ramsey Group has
bought itself a one percent stake in Norwich/Great Yarmouth commercial
station, Radio Eroadland. . . ...

Congratulations to my old mate Mel Bowden! His company, ﬂel
Broadcast Systems (€9, Ship Street, Brighton) has just inked a deal with
EMT-Franz where-by EMT will be MEl's exclusive agents for Qest Germany,
EMT will be selling MEI's radio station design and installation services,
Recent legisation allows German states to licence privately-owned radio
stations. ... ..
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IEA WILL RESPOND TO FPAFER

The Independent Broadcasting Authority is to publish a discussion
document on the Government's forthcoming Green Paper on the United Kingdom
radio business,

Speculators say the IBA will be proposing a three-tier structure,
There would be one tier for the Independent National radio station,

another for the existing ILR stations and 2 new third-tier for community

radio stations,

The Green Paper will be published next month by the Government, Full
advance details appeared in NOW RADIO issue #12, Readers who wish to
obtain copies of that issue should sent £1 to our Kettering address.
Copies will be mailed by return first-class post,

AED SUEBEMISSION TO HOME OFF ICE

The Association for Broadcasting Development (ABD) has filed a
submission to the Home Office on its desires for the future of UK radio, A
synopsis follows;

While seeking to address the role of new entrants in context, the
ABD has focussed its attention on the range of non-B8C radio services
available in the United Kingdonm,

The ABD advocates a MULTI-TIER system of broadcasting, embracing
National, Regional, truly Local, Specialist (by ethnic group or music
type) and Fublic Access (non-profit maximising) radio,

It sees differing dJdegrees of regulation for weach tier, 1.,e,
regulation with a heavy to medium touch for National and Regional radio
and with a light touch for radio stations with smaller coverage
areas/audiences,

The AED has also carried ourt research into audience attitudes,

The findings from this research indicate that the public want truly
local radio (services specifically for an area within a large city or for
a small town),

There is also a high demand for specialist music radio,

It ackowledges the requirement among other pressure groups for
public participative (Public Access) radio stations that would not
necessarily be commercially orientated,

The ABD suggests the method of funding should be open to each
licenced operator,

The selling of airtime for commercials should not be exclusive to
contractors in the IBA/Independent Radio system,

At the same time controls on these stations should be relaxed,

The ABD recognises a case for one controlling body administering all
non-66C radio,

Finally, the ABD has recommended that far more stations should be
set-up to improve consumer choice and plans detailing how this could be
achieved are presently being finalised,

The ABD was formed during 1986 to represent the views of radio's new
entrants, It has been particularly evident by its representation, in a
unified manner, to the Home Office and politicians,
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It has carried out a survey of applicants for the communty radio
licences in the two-year experiment which was aborted by the Government
last year,

ABD now represents more than half of the listed applicants for
community radio licences, and has recently opened its membership to others
who share their concern for British broadcasting,

The co-ordinator is Paul Boon, a former applicant for a South London
licence, He has worked in radio both as a freelancer and as a research
consultant,

The Association for Broadcasting Development can be written to at 1,
329, London Road, London, SW16 4AV,

AUSTRALIAN RADIO FPRO AT EsSssSsEX

Australian Programming Consultant Craig Denyer has installed himself
at Essex Radio, the Southend/Chelmsford commercial radio station, He's at
the station to advice Eddie Blackwell's operation on improving the
stations programming,

Denyer will also assist revamping the stations promotions,

Essex has seen a drop in listening since the arrival of BBC Essex in
the county and the station is said to be preparing for another attack on
its figures by Laser Hot Hits Radio.

ODTI WARNED Y COMMUNTI CATOR

SOLICITORS OVER TELE—L INK

Solicitors acting for the owners of the m.v, Communicator, which
houses Laser Hot Hits Radio, sent a telex to the Department of Trade and
Industry on January 15 informing the OT! that unless they issued
instructions to British Telecommunications and North Foreland Radio to
allow communications between the vessels owners and the ship proceedings
may be taken without further notice, i

The telex was sent by the solicitors after the DTI instructed ET and
the coastal radio station, North Foreland, not to accept any calls to or
from the radio ship unless it was a case of ‘life and death’,

The telex read: "We are solicitors for the owners of the above (m,v,
Communicator) vessel, called KRBD €A of Panama, Ve have today been advised
that you have issued instructions to British Telecoms and in particular
North Foreland Radio GNF and threatened proceedings against British
Telecoms and certain persons at North Foreland Radio proporting to
prohibit that station from communicating with mv Communicator,

"Would you kindly telex reply by return the authority under which
you proport to prevent lawful maritime communications between a foreign
registered ship in International Waters and a British coast radio station,

“Kindly confirm that you are immediately issuing instructions to
British Telecom and North Foreland Radio that they may recommence maritime
communications with mv Communicator, Failing which we have instructions to
commence proceedings forthwith.”

— e
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GENEVA MEETING OF WARC

The second stage of the World Administrative Radio Conference starts
in Geneva, Switzerland in February and will last about a month,

The conference will attempt to reach final arrangements for the use
of high frequency (short wave) channels for international broadcasters, A
six-man team has, since the first stage of this conference, been preparing
a computer assisted plan for allocating airtime on shortwave.

In the past broadcasters have allocated a frequency and arranged

their own times of transmissions and then informed the ITU in Geneva who ~

in turn publish the details for notification of all 116 member nations,
Under the new plan nations will inform the ITU of the number of
channels required and the computer should allocate them channels and times
of transmission,
It is expected that representatives from 100 nations will attend the
conference, The number of delegates will total between 700 - 1,000 with
nations sending anything from one to forty delegates.

LIEYA JAMMING

The Libyan Government has introduced jamming of radio signals of the
domestic programmes of the domestic broadcasting services in Chad,

At times, say reports, Libya Is broadcasting a jamming ‘noise’
whilst Libyan radio programmes have also been aired atop the Chad stations
transmissions,

AUSSIE RADIO SELL—0UT

Should Rupert Murdoch's News International aquire a holding of more
than fifteen percent in The Herald & Weekly Times group, he will be
deemed to have control of two television and five radio stations in the
Herald group.

News International has now stated it will sell the radio stations,
which are 20B (Melbourne), 3GL (Geelong), SAD (Adelaide) SPI (Crystal
Brook) and 5SE (Mount Gambier),

COr-1T X recs = eSO TV 7 !

AN G'DAY writes for NOW RADIO and gives us a REFRESHER COURSE FOR AIR PERSGNALITIES

PAUL EASTON cncludes the most intaresting talk given to THE RADIO ACADEMY by TED
ALLEEURY

35C WOALO SEAVICE announcer JULIAN POTTER writes abiut A NIGHT IN THE LIFE at Bush
House

iF YOI ARE RESDING SONEEODY ELSE'S (OFY SEE THE EACH FAGE 10 ENSURE YOU KEEF (F TO DATE
UITH ALL OF TO0SY'S RADIG DEVELOFRENTS
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uU.,=., RADIO EXFPERT JOINS NOW

RADIO TEAM

NOV RADIO's team of sound broadcasting writers and contributors has
been joined by Dan 0'Day, He will be writing regular columns for NOW RADIO
of interest to all Air Personalities,

Dan 0'Day is one of the big-name writers for the major United States
radio publication Radio & Records, His expertise in personality radio has
been developed over the past 16 years, He began as an air personality in
tiny Chatham, Virginia (population 1800), his heavy use of humour and
offbeat comedy quickly led him up the ladder to Major Market Radio, Along
the way he developed a motoriety for succeeding in breaking the rules,
"But,” 0'Day points out, "you've got to learn ‘em before you can break
Tem, "

In 1975 Dan 0'Day established his own radio comedy service, Obits,
Several months later he launched a second service, O'Liners, which has
since become the world's largest radio humour service, 0'Day now writes
radio comedy full-time,

NOVW RADIO's latest signing lives in Los Angeles, perhaps the most
‘busy' radio region in the world, His Air Personalities column will appear
regularly in this publication, Dan's first contribution will appear in our
next issue, The first submission is entitled 'A Refresher Course for Air
Personalities',

LAEBDUR SAYS 1T WILL FORM A

MINISTRY FOR THE ARTS & MEDIA

John Foster, Eroadcasting Officer of the National Union of
Journalists, has welcomed the Labour Party proposal for the formation of a
new Ministry for Arts and Media,

Foster believes that such a Ministry would help protect independence
in broadcasting,

The Labour Party says it would maintain a Home Office role in
regulatory areas,

Kark Fisher, Labours Arts spokesman, said the proposed Ministry
would have the power to control developments in satellite broadcasting,
cable and community broadcasting, He said newspapers would not come under
this new body,

Earlier Norman Buchan was fired as Labour's Arts spokesman, when he
demanded the new Ministry should be responsible for all aspects of
broadcasting, and that the Home Ofice should be freed from its involvement
in broadcasting,

Buchan is also reported to have demanded the Arts and Media minister
should have Cabinet status - something rejected by Neil Kinnock,

cRA CHAIR TO MEET MeE ' <
Eevan Jones, Chairman of the Community Radio Association, is to meet

and talk to members of the Conservative party Back Bench Media committee
on January 21 at Westminster,
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LOOSE ENDS

Creative Planners put a third offer to the ILR network for the Scott
Shannon programme ~ let's hope that this will be third time lucky for the
Coca-Cola sponsored project, . ..

Friday afternoon and sponsor for the Jeremy Beadle 'Brainbusters'
programme is seen to withdraw from that show - around the same time the
stations taking the show were being warned that BT could not guarantee the
lines, Result - no show anymore and new sponsor being looked for,, , ..

So, little Nicky Horne had his automobile stolen in L.,A, and was
unable to make it for his programme on CFM this Sunday, ., .,

Rumours are things we do not like dealing in here at NOW RADID ~ but
a recent one was that Carcline Overdrive (963) was being dropped in favour
of a Country music service, Seems Tom Anderson is denying it good and
proper! Seem to recall one Andy ‘'Cosmic' Johaston claiming that a country
sefvice would go down well, Dreams!, , .,

There is another rumour that Radio Jackie is about to return to the
air, Isn't there always???,,, ..

DTI Officials seem to have it in for the Greek station in North
London, and its new breakaway competitor, LGR has been hit by a good half
a dozen raids in the last week - and the newcomer a couple of times,,, ..

| The takeover by Radio Forth of Radio Tay Has resulted in Tay's
managing director, Allen MacKenzie being placed on the dole and looking
for a job, .,

Remember to give us a call with your news stories!!! (Kettering
514437)

IS THIS YOUR OWN COPY???

IF THIS 1S NOT YOUR OWN COPY OF NOW RADIO AND YOU WOULD LIKE
TO ALWAYS BE IN THE PICTURE ON THE WHOLE RAOIO INDUSTRY EVERY
FORTNIGHT - A SUBSCRIPTION IS EASY TO ARRANGE!

JUST SEND YOUR NAME ANO AODRESS (AND STATION OR COMPANY NAME
WHERE APPROPRIATE) TOGETHER WITH EITHER £24 FOR A YEAR L.ONG
SUBSCRIPTION (I ISSUE EVERY FORTNIGHT FOR A YEAR), OR £12 FOR
SIX MONTHS
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RED ROSE BOSsS HITSE OUT AT
LEGAL ISED FIRACY ®

David Maker, managing director of Red Rose Radio (a company which
also controls IR stations in Leeds and Cardiff), has attacked the plan by
the Irish state broadcasting organisation RTE and the London-based Radio
Luxembourqg to launch a Long Wave radio service directed at the United
Kingdom av 'legalised piracy'.

Maker, who a few years back waged a war ajgainst Chris Cary's Radio
Nova, has described the situation as a station being given a legal
frequency to 'pinch' another country's audience, He is quoted as saying
that aithough he would like (D see a greater number of radio stations - he
wauld like them all to fight on squai terms, He says that neans more
derequlation,

The Irish station, Radio Tz ., will broadcast during daytime hours
on 25&kHz Long Wave, The station, with transmitter located some thirty
miles from Cublin, has been given the official go-ahead by the Irish
Govermment and shouid begin broadcasting during the summer of next year,

fnother station propasing to beam programmes into the United Kingdom
is planned for Sealand,

LATER TESTING WwITH TEMFPORARY
AERIAL SYSTEM

E RAD’O r--«,vm-.-»:.:“q?# -
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Engineering test transmissions from the m.v. Communicator restarted
on Thursday of last wesk using the remains of the collapsed antenna and a
temporary system,

The station is awaiting the installation of a new antenna system
which wiil consist of two vertical towers of 100 feet in height and the
design wili be very similar to the former Dutch offshore commercial
station, Radio Veronica, Engineering experts are aboard the ship and work
may take several weeks to compiete,

*We are not going to commence full schedules until we have a
marketabie signal in our primary service area,” Said a Laser Hot Hits
spokesman to NGW RADIO,

The current tests may be abandoned at anytime when work on the new
antenna errection is ready to begin,

fboard the radio ship spirits are high, with a top-line team of
professional United States broadcasters preparing to go to air with their
slick music-based format,

“It's a great team, They are in high spirits, despite the trouble
we've experienced with the tower coming down. Most of the jocks knew a lot
about the project as former Laser DJs are known to then," Said another
spokesman for the station,

The time off the air has allowed the broadcasters to do much
production work in preparation for the return of the station to full
programming,

Laser GJs will include Johmny ‘'Rock n Roll’ Anthony, Paul Dean,

K.C., U. L. Bogart, Brandy Lee and newsman Andrew Turner,




