7 .

L1

BMS INTRO NEW
RADIO SALES
REG ION

Broadcast MNarketing Services

( BXS] bhave announced the
formation of a new radio sales
and marketing region: ABGLIA
RADIO.

Joining Peterborough’s
Hereward Radio being
represented by BNS will ©be
Yorwich-based Radio Broadland,

Ipewich’s Radio Orwell and Bury
St Bdmunds' Saxon Radio.

Terry Bate, Chief Executive
of BES, said:

“The BKS sales team welcomes
.Radio Broadland and the Suffolk
Group (Orwell and Saxonl. The
level of professionalism shown
by these stations is impressive

and togeher with Hereward's
huge increase in listening
hours will aid our natfonal
eales effort. The new. super
Station Anglia Radio joins our
other important areas - Tyne
Tees Radio ([Radio Tees and
Netro Radiol, Yorkshire Radio
IViking Radio, Pennine Radio,

Radico Hallam and Radio Airel,
Forth Vest Radio ({ Marcher
Sound, Radio City and Red Rose
Radiol, London Orbital Radio,
and Southern Radio.*”

Hereward Radio
ratings climb in the latest
book, detailed on pages 3, 2
and S5 of this issue of the

saw its
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newsletter. Listeners now spend 16
bours, thirty sinutes with Hereward
Radio during the week.

Orwell/Saxon, however, Saw its
weekly reach down 8% to 26% per week
and average hours increase by .2.

Radio Broadland, in Borwich,
Kanaged a 36% reach (dowa 1%] and
average hours listened up from 11.8
to 12.5 in the latest book.

Stewart Francis, Kanaging Director
of Hereward Radio, commenting on the
BKS Anglia Radio sales op said:

*This decision taken Jjointly by
the four companies will, we believe,

. provide a most attractive platfora

for npational advertisers and thus
deliver an increased share of
advertising revenue to radio in the
Anglia Radio region.*®

Independent Radio Sales are
big loser’s in this latest deal, and
it comes hot on the heels of the
Piccadilly Radio set-up with KSB to
form  Sound Avertising Services
(report page page 28].

David Cocks, Kanaging Director of
Orwell and Saxon, who leave IRS to
join BKS for the new package said:

“This in no way reflects the
performance of Independent Radio
Sales..*®

He described it as a natural move
which brings the northerm part of the
region into line with the Chiltern
Radio/Essex BRadio operations which
are already being sold by BKS.

Radio Broadland’'s ND, Russ Stuart,
sald that after screaming for simpler
ways of buying radio - advertisers
now had it with this package.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

The recent (fersy disaster Jjust outside the };uxt of
Zeebrugge, Belgium, goues Lo show thatc Programm: Controllers
and Heod's of “Fews Department’s should urgently take a louk
at their operations.

| A special chech on a nunber of stations around the

l country uncovered the fact that a pumber of radio stalions
have no ofiicial poulicy for the coverage of news sturies
from the momentl the pewsroom at tbe station closes.

f Sups: stalions do have television sels in the studio with

teletext facilities — and this, al least, sbould ensure that
a presenter can access the lalesl news stories. Sad to
reflect, bhouwever that many presenters only use the teletext
service Lo check: the local gig guides, or to see the latest
top-forty.

It is essential that all responsible for programming
imm:diately outline station policy for checking by on-air
presenters of IRE teleprinter feeds at un—manned newsrooms.

- Thal way we will never see a situalion where one station
didn6t carry the 8pm news on that sad night.....
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RATINGS BOOK
PUBI.ISHIED

The fourth quarter of 1986 ILR
netwurh survey resulis and figures for
the individual stativns have 1teen
realeased. They are based upon
ficldwork conducted cunt inuously
between  February and December last
year.

Under this system ouf countinvous
masurem:nt  for quarterly  Network
reports two six-sonthly regional
reporls and one all-station repurt are

prouduced.
Accurding to the latest Fetwork
survey Independent Radio has

miintained its position as the leading
service in the aress it covers. 17.5
million listeners tupe in to ILR for
over 220 million hours per week. Over
the 4 weeks the audience rises to
pearly 22 million.

The weekly reach for all ILR
stativns measured in the last Betwork
survey of 45% is mmiotained - with an
increase reported in the number of
hours listened. Those 'hours listened®
figures have reached their highest
ever level.

The commercial stations maintain
their nuamber one position with its
highest share of "listening recorded
during the year - 28.7%, ahead of BBC
Radiv One by just .4%. BBC Radio Two
had a 18.5% share.

Geoff Noffatt, Chief Executlive
designate of The Radio- Marketing
Bureau commented, “I'm delighted that
as I assum this new role the Fetwork
continues to show its stfength in a
highly uompelll.lve‘ market place. By
maintaining its pre-emipence as the
leading radio service it coafirms that
Independent Radio is providing its
listepers with programming that meets
their needs. The strength is confirmed
in the face of Llhe risiag nuober of
media sources including Daytime
Televimion which appears to have had
litte impact on the Iodependent Radio
audience.”

The study was  carried out by
Research Suveys of Greal Britain.

hs far as the Ketwork goes, it
appears  that, across Lhe  year,
seasonal audience varfations are not
dramatic with weekly reach
consistently at 44 - 45%. Total bhours
tuned tu ILR varied btelween 214
million and a bigh of 223 wmillfon,
with the highest total ratiogs
achieved in the latest period.

RSGB have estimated that vver four
weehs the cumulative audience for IR

-is 21.86 million adulls aged 15 and

over, or 25.1 millfon of the total
population aged 5 and over.

The Betwork report shows that
whilst IR certsinly has what the RNE
describes as a ‘youtbful' audience,
it reaches a good cross-section of
the population in all of the main
demographic groupe.

92% «f the total IR audicuce a-e
male cowpared witb 48% of the aduit
population.

46% oI IR listeners are under 25
compared with 372 of the population.

The social class profile is well
balanced with 36% in the ABC1 White
Collar classes against a population
estimte of 38%.

The age profile of IR shows that
Independent Radio's audience is made
up as follows: 242 are 15-24 year
olds, 22% are 25-34 year olds, 312
are 35 - 54 year olds and 23% are 55-
plus.

Taking the last quarters research,
covering the October-December period,
we cuan discover the following weekly
reach percentages and hours listened:

REACH hGuRS
IR 45% i2.8
RADIO 1 46% 12.2
RADIO 2 33% 11.1
RADIO 3 8% 5.1
RADIO 4 20% 10.0
BBC LOCAL 187 9.9
LUXENB' G 3% 3.2
OTHER® 10% 7.2
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The share of the total radio Here is a statlun-by-stutlunl
audience for IR in that same period summary of weekly reach. Figures in
was 28.7%. Radio Ope had a 28.3% brackets show rise or fall over the
share, Rodio Two & 18.5% share, Radio last Ketwork survey results. Final

|
|
|
e meed

Three had 2%, BBC Lucal Rzdio bad a culumn shows average hours per week.
| share of 8.4%, Radio Luxembourg had
0.5% and ‘others' had a share of 3.3%. STATION REACH +/- AVE HIURS

The ‘others' shuare dropped from a high
between February-April 1986 of 5.7%,
to 3.2% in April-Jume, to 4.1% in
July-September and the low of 3.3% fo
the last period to be surveyed.

Independent Radio reaches the most
people at breakfast time. There is
competition from, amongst other
sources, TV-AK. On weekdays IR reaches
4.1 million people compared to TV-AN's
2.4 million.

On Saturday the IR audience is 3.6
million, whilst TV-AN reaches a figure
of 3 million.

On Sundays Independent Radio
reaches 4 million and TV-AN 2.5
million.

t RADIO AIRE 35% (+47%) 12.
1 BEACON 34% (+12) 10.
4 BRRB 36% (-2%) 11.
4 BROADLAND 36% -17) 12.
4 CAPITAL 29% -1%) 10.
4 CHILTERSE 32% (-1%2) 9.
4 CITY 41% (-1%) 14.
4 CLYDE 52% (-2%) 12.
4 COUETY 372 (-4%) S.
4 DEVORAIR 36% (-6%) 14.
4 DOVETOVK 56% {(-8%) 11.
t ESSEX 362 (+3%2) 10.
4 FORTH 342 -7%) 10.
t GWR 34% (+3%) 10.
t HALLAX 43% (+3%2) 10.
t HEREVARD 34% (+32) 16.
¢ IBVICTA 24% (-3%) 11.
4 LBC 21% (-3%) 10.
. t LEICESTER 33% (+2%) 8.
Individual stations doing best in 4 NARCHER 38% (-8%2) 11.
the latest survey include Hereward t MERCIA 537 +7%2) 11.
Radio (reach up 9% to 34%), Radio ' NERCURY 443 91) 11
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STATIOR BY STATION

Mercury (reach up by 9% to 44%), Vest KETRO 47% (-1%) 13.
Sound <(reach up by 7% to 58%) and MORAY FIRTE 60% (+3%) 13.
Radio Vyvern with an increase of reach KORTHSOUKD  64% (+3%2) 11.
by 7% to 39%. PERNINE 32% (&= =D 8.
Stations which showed an unhealthy PICCADILLY 362 -2%2) 11.
decline in their weekly reach included PLYNOUTH 57% (-2%) 135
County Sound which dropped 4% to 37%, RED DRAGOB 35% (+1%2) 11.
Devonair Radio which went down from 42 RED ROSE 46% (———) 12.
- 36%, Downtown Radio which lost 8% to SEVERE 382 -72) 8.
leave it with a weekly reach of 56%, SIGEAL 38% (-3%2) 18.
Radio Forth down 7% to 34%, Karcher SOUTHERKE 33% (+3%) 13.
Sound which was down by 7% to 38% and SUFFOLK 26% (-8%) 10.
Severn Sound which lost 72 of its SYAKSEA 61% (+1%) 15.
weekly reach and came out with 38%. TAY 4172 (-==) 13.
18 individual stations saw ad TEES 287 -1%2) 11.
increase in their weekly reach. TRERT 40% (+32) 13.
22 stations saw their weekly reach 2CR 37% (-3%) 11.
fall. 210 2972 (-1%) 9.
Pennine Radio (32%), Red Rose Radio VIKIKG 39% (+3%) 12.
(4672) and Radio Tay (41%) showed no VEST SOUND  58% (+72) 10.
mvem:nt either way. VIVERN 39% (47%) 15.
LBC recorded a fall in its waekly
reach by 3%, taking it to a still
healthy 21%.
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AVERAGE HOURS Here is a breakdown, statioon-by-
station, of average hours listened.
Another set of figures which Figure in brackets denotes length of
Prograam: Director's will be looking listening recorded in 1986 survey.
at carefully will be the average hours
listened. STATION AVE HOURS LAST YEAR
Som: stations have mnde {increases
in both weekly reach and averabhe 111 AIRE 12.6 11.3
hours. They are: Radio Alre, Essex 434 BEACOH 10.6 12.6
Radio, Radio Hallam, Hereward Radio, 444 BRNB 11.4 11.7
Lelcester Sound, Moray Firth Radio, t11 BROADLARD 12.5 11.8
Southern Suund, Swansea Sound, Viking 444 CAPITAL 10.3 11.8
Radio and Vest Sound. i44 CHILTERK 9.6 9.8
Progranm:r's at those statiuns will d44 CITY 14.2 id4.4
! have nolhing to fear. Some stations 443 CLYDE 12.1 12.8
will also be able to rest assured that 444 COURTY 9.2 10.0
by dropping the nusber of listeners t1t DEVOSAIR 14.9 10.7
they have rescued themselves by t1v DOVETOVE 11.8 11.0
increasing the number of hours tLe 144 BSSEX 10.6 10.1
actual remalning auvdience are 448 FORTH 10.3 10.7
listening for. An example would be 144 GVR 10.7 11.2
LBC, where the weekly reach dropped ttt HALLAK 10.9 9.0
3%, but average hours went up from 9.7 t11 HEREVARD 16.5 i0.1
tes 10.4 hours. Kew prograsming plans 11t IBVICTA 11.3 9.1
al that statiqn now aln to increase t1t LBC 10.4 9.7
both reach and hours. tte LEICESTER 8.0 7.9
Prograom:r's who should be 344 MARCHER 11.4 14.0
carefully looking at what' Lhey bave 44 KBRCIA 11.4 13.7
been doing (and perbhaps the moud of 444 KERCURY 11.6 11.7
the Kanaging Director) might {fnclude 1ttt XETRO 13.9 12.9
County Sound (average hours down from t1+ NORAY F'H 13.9 i1.9
10.0 to 9.2 and reach down 42), Radio 444 BORTHS'D 11.7 11.2
Forth (average hours dropped from 10.7 444 PENBIBE 8.8 10.8
to 10.3 and reach was down by 72), 144 PICCADILLY 11.7 11.5
Marcher Sound (reach was down 8% and 434 PLYROUTH 13.8 13.9
average hours crashed from 14.0 to 444 RED DRAGOF 11.7 12.4
11.4), and Severn Sound (reach down 72 1ttt RED ROSE 12.5 11.5
and time of listening down 30-minutes 444 SEVERW 8.2 8.5
per listener per week). ttt SIGNAL 18.6 13.8 -
Other significant changes in the t1t SOUTHERE 13.5 8.8
average hours listened were recorded t1¢ SUFFOLK 10.4 10.2
by Beacon Radio (hours down from 12.6 111 SVANSEA 15.4 13.8
to 10.6), Capital (down from 11.8 to s34 TAY 13.95 14.0
10.3), Clyde (down fros 12.8 to 12.1), 444 TEES 1i1.9 12.1
Cuunty Sound (down by .8), Narcher’ 444 TRERT 13.9 14.5
Suund (down from 14.0 hours to just 443 2CR 11.6 11.7
11.4), Nercia Sound (down 2.3 hours), s44 210 9.7 9.6
Pennine (where an amazing two hours t1t VIKIBG 12.8 12.3
listening per person is loust), Red d44 VEST 8'D 10.0 10.3
Ruse (listening duwn by 60-minutes per ttt VYVERK 15.9 12.2
person), Severn  Suund (duwn 30
ainutes), and Radio Tay {(down by 30
minutes).
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MINISTERS
ADDRESS ON
GREEN PAPER

FAUL A RUSLING
For NOV RADIO
Additional Research &
Naterial By FRUL A ERSTON
GAVIN COOFER & H 6 L ROSE

Home Office MNinister with
spucial responsibilities fur
Broadcasting, Mr David Nellor gave an
address on the Green papér at the ICA
in The Mall on Nonday the 16th Karch.
Nt Nellur was introduced by Dick
Frances, a former Nanaging Director
of BBC Radio eond bhe launched blis
address by mentioning the background
to the Green Papers construction and
how he bad originally written most of
it sume years ago but more pressing
mitters had delayed its publication,
The keynotes were that "Ve feel
the time has come for ILR to develop
unfettered, side by side witb the BBC.
Ve think it important that we should
mike provision for services competing

The

with the BBC nationally, and let the
audience decide who they wish Lo
provide the service, be it BBC or
comm:rcial.”

" Ve want the satisfaction of

feeling that Vhiteball is not blocking
the way for expamsion, as has been the
case in the past. The new stations

need not be Public Service
Broadcasters as such, but must stand
or fall by their own efforts. Vhilst

we shall meintain a minimum level of

standards, we do not see a need to
iasist on Public Service morals.
Indeed, we believe that to suggest

that commercialism of npational radio
will result in a 'Depression of
standards’' is a very patronising view
of the audience.

I must remind you that no-one ever
got rich by overestimating the publics

taste, bul we have got to trust the
broadcasters.

On the question  of bational
services, we take the view that

J ,

clearly the competition that could be
provided could be substantial. Ve
took the view that three statioms
would provide a more open picture,
thun say just one which has been
proposed in the past. |

I sincerely hope the market can |}
support these services, they have
Lold us they can.

On simulcasting, this is an issue|

which must be tackled, it is an
elem:nt of wastefulpess, and is a
feature that could only exist in a

oarket that has not reached its full
potential.

A distinction has been mode of ILR
and communily radio being different
apnimsls, but this is not so. Vhilst
there could be two types of loucal

station either populist or public |
service our aim is not to decide
which is the better, but to allow a
thuusand flares to grow. They would
prugramm: to different audiences, Lhe
differing sounds reflecting varying

dudience demands.

There is a scope we feel for not
only small stations, but also
commercial stations larger than those
presently existing; perbaps somethiog
of the size of the present BBC
Countywide stations. Ve dont mind the
'Mother Hen and Chicks® approach
whereby a 1large station would bave
its output relayed by smller
stations for part of the day.

Some have suggested that certain
items will be lost in a free for all,
such as News. There is a risk tbhat
might happen, true, but I think more
new statioins will offer even more
outlets for news.

Ve feel tbat those in the industry

should take control of their own
destiny., and Lhe Greem paper's
propusals place the ball in your
court.

If you feel the Green Paper |is
wrong, then we shail not hesitate to

take another look, its likely there
will NOT be another governm:nt
ipquiry into radio for quite a number
of years, 50 the tim: tu get it right
is Now.
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Dick Frances then invited responses
from various interested parties,
begioning with BRIAN VEST, Director of
Lthe Association of Independent Radio
Contractors {(AIRC) who said: “lIn
general the Associtajion welcomes the
Green Paper. It would be churlish to
say that we find things in it which we
have espoused over a pumber of years.
Ve of course bhave a fair bit to say
about it, and have bent quite a few
ears on the matter.

"There are many polints of detail
however which we want to explore
further. Ve find in some épecific gnes
there is som: vagueness, and a lot of
difficulties have been underestim:ted.
Ve shall be having further talks with
the Hooe Office before we mike our
formsl response. Ip particular which
frequencies are to be used for the
national channel.®

(David Kellor (interjected saying
that the 3 national services are
proposed to be 2 x FN and one on AK.
At aspother junction he told me that
the BBC will lose one FNMN and one AK
Chanpel).

Brian Vest continued:"Also what
sort of a time scale are we talking
about for these changes? The paper
refers to 'transitional arrangements
for ILR, and we feel that tim: here is
a most important element.

“Another important question on
stations awning their awn
trapsmitters, is who is going to pay
for those remote jnstallatfons which
some of the smaller and rural ILR
stations need to reach their scattered
areas?

"The corperstone for all
developement however is Copyright, and
that has not really been addressed.
The copyright bodies basically will
pot give us their goodies, and this is
causing a2 lot of concermn, which we
must take up before deciding anything.

“On the matter of the regulatory
budy, we asked that all radio should
be under one body, and we shall not
give up on this one. One good reason
is that there will be prpoblems haviag

two different organisations
administering frequencies.

He concluded: “In essence the
paper is radical, and imsglinative -
by and large we are very mich in
favour.®

A spokesman for the Community
Radio Association sald they were
delighted to see provision for
cunsultation in the Green paper, but
were very keen that there sbould be
careful scrutiny of applicants plans ‘
and intentions as it Could be
pussible for ‘wolves in sheeps
clothing' to get licences.

"The CRA are very disappointed
that there will be no new stations
for at least two or three years, when
the green paper notes that there is

one frequency available now. Given
the continued operation of {illegai
stations, surely community radio

should have priority over pational
radio.

"V¥e are pleased that the needs of
minorities have been recognised, and
perhups we should be seeing som:
black people here at this meeting, as

well as people from Vales and
Scotland also.”
Peter Baldwin Director of Radio

(Designate)of the IBA said: “The
Authority does truly welcom: end
entirely support the case fur ethnic
and community npeighbourhood radio
stations. It's fitting that John
Thompson (who then stood up and
bowed) should at last in his
retirement year see the proposal  of
something he's advocated for many

years, INR.
"Ve at the IBA feel there are
still three options as to the

regulatory body possibilities and not
two as has been said. As 2 minimum we
would like the Home Office and you
in particular, Kinister, to reassess
your preconceived ideas that the IBA
has its hands full with DBS matters.
This is not true.

"To the members of the AIRC I
would say that if we were in charge
of radio development we would
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consider the peeds and wishes of the
existing ILR statioas first.

*Nn  custs we have reduced the
transmitter rentals cunsiderably, and
these now represent just five per cent
of nett revenue. Our  tranemitter
reliability is 95.86 per cent, and any
business should be impressed by that.

*There is only one body with all
the skills already in place - and we
have the ability to chaage our ways
and methods to reflect Parliaments new
wishes.

Maggie Redfern,
the BBC then

Press Officer of
preseanted the
Corporations response: "The BBC joins
the litany of welcumse, and glves a
general welcome for increased choice
for the listener - that can only be a
good thing for the medium as a whule.

*¥e are pleased that Peacocks
desires for Radio's One and Two to be
privatised did nol carry as msuch
weight as we feared they might.

“At the BBC.change is regarded as a
welcome challenge. Ve're pleased tbhat
changes bDecessary in the BBC radio
departments will be left to the
Corpuration to decide - upon and
finalise.”

John Foster, Broadcasting Officer
of the BFational Union of Journmalists
told the meeting:’ "The ¥UJ is very

very concerped for the future of
radio. The Green Paper ({s well
worded, and we are at present

discuseing our response.

*“This isn't just about radio; we
dont think Public service broadcasting
should be limited only to the BBC. If
it is broadcasting wiil then Just be
seen to be just a stream of adverts
and we will see advertisers beginning
to gouvern editorlal decisions.

*This lighter touch and
deregulation which is advocated bhas
only, as far as we can see, s0 far led
to sure and more redundancies.

*“One ouf the biggest problems for
the ILR stations hasn't been the IBA,
or standards, but bas been the high
price of buildings the etaticus have
been set up ia. 0Oid buildings of
architectural f{nterst, new buildings

in shopping centres, these costs have
crippled the stations. They are the
items running up bhuge debts, not
engineering requirements. These are a
result of management decisions, not
the IBA and certainly not the Unfons.

"The trouble with ILR is that the
management went {nto it thioking it
wos all a part of showbusiness, and
that tney bad a license to print
mney.

+ "The wsecond prctlem of ILR has
been a fall in revenue.

"The stations now have
requirements to adhere to the
Broadcasting Act, so0 can we ailow new
stations to come on without the same
obligations?

®"Bven though many welcome it we
must be careful. Ve must not throw
away the things we are good_at.

HBe ended by sayiag: “"Vhit 1 need
to see is the evidence of where all
this new advertising will Tome fros
Chris Dickens, wearing his bat as
President <f ne 1.P.A. thea said:
"Ve have been very closely involved
in the developemnt of some of these
plans, and are very concerned at the
haphazzard development so far.

“"Ve are delighted that (summsry of
various points, suggestions and ideas
put forward by The IPA at other
meetings in 1984 and 1985) have been
put forward in the Greem Paper for
debate.

"On the revenue points that John
Foster of the FUJ just raised, this
is a matter we have looked at very
closely. Our projections show that
only marginal improvements in
advertising revenue could take the
whole of ILR into profitability, and
fund new stations too.

“Ve are disappointed {n the lack
of growth in radio compared with that
in other media. This {s the reason
radio has remained unimportant,
basically because it's a non-npational
mdium. For the wmediua to become
important it has to be available on a
nationn]l basis. At a minimum it must
cover 75% of the pupulation to make
it important enough for consideration

il

c——
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by msjor advertisers. All the time
its not the major advertisers will put
it to the back of their menuw of
choice.

“Ve in advertising think the Green
Paper offers a route to the widest
possible choice for consumers and
listeners.

"0a the regulatory question, w
would welcome the idea of an authority
dedicated to radio alone. Ve would
bave to think carefully indeed about a
possible  allocation  of commercial
radio to a Cable Authority, as w: can
see sume problems there.

"The coupyright questions worries us
greatly, and unless there is wmure
needletim: available stlations will
undoubtedly founder. Nore music based
stations are absolutely essential.

“There WUST be: an end to
simulcasting, and we support every
effort Lo make a maximum pumber of
alternatives avaflable to the
consum:s . -

"The ideas of sponsorship are
wilcomed, advertisers in the UK bave
been  very slow Lo © take up
sponsorship, and with . a mojor
relaxation of the rules this would
becom: sure and mure attractive.

"The timing is very isportant. It
does appear to me’ we couid bave all
this overnight which would be nice,
and I would bope that we could now
move along at a rapid rate.

Joceiyn Hay, Chairman of the Voice
of the Listener, then made a long
speech which wns described by ovne
delegate as long, muddyong, muddy, and
nol weil received, especially by David
Nellor. She had to be 'wrapped up' by
Dick Frances - even her winding up
took eight minutes! Huwever, her main
conCcern was the impurtance of the
BBC's public service roule - with a
special emphasis on Lhe countinuation
of Radin's Three and Four.

“The Green paper raises a lot of
quest fons and leaves them  all
unanswer ed. The ®»ost fwmportant is
that of future funding and miantenance
of the BBC, and how this will be done.

-Laking over

“The FPaper has no  practical
solutions to future BBC funding; only
promises to Create eS| ve
competition for it.

"This competition will not be
bepeficial, and the cut-throat
competition will be a killer.

Ve have already seen great
decline in news repor ting in
comm:rcial radio, as well as in local
newspapers,  with  the free sheets
from the paid titles.
This is advertising underiining the
commercial viability of the public
service. (ie paid for titles
suffereing at hands of paid for free
sheeets)

“This mkes public service
broadcasting at the local level even
mire importanl..."Ve welcom:
Community Radio, if its a public
service

“Ve welcome the oppartunity for
further discussion, and do not feel
Lthere should be what seems to be an
indecent baste to gel more statioas
on the air.There's lots of room for
sure discussion on this.®

The npext speaker was Tony Currie
of The Cable Authority:

®Ve we're encouraged and
flattered that our iighter touch form
of adaministration sbould be regarded
as a model for radio.

"The Cable Authority is flexible,
and the amount of advertising in
cable is growing.

" Ve aust emphasize that e
presently oversee this country's only
two legal comounity radio stations,
al Thamesmead and Nilton Keynes. Ve
are not exactly total beginners in
the game.

Colin Valters, Kanaging Director
of Nanchester's Piccadilly Radio then
asked: “How will Lhe franchises be
allocated?"

The Ninister, NKr Kellor, replied:
"1 can say that it will not be
directly by the Government, but a
question for the authority. It will
FOT be Just to the highest bidder
however, and content will be a key
delermining facto:r. The chuice of

—
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programming , and content will be
relevant.

Peter Lewis, from  Gouldsmiths
College, London, who has written a

nunber of in-depth papers and books on
conpunity radic then spoke:

"Von't it be the case that small
fish in the big pool will get gobbled-
up?

*"¥e think the Cosmunity Radio
Association should set up a station
along the lines of Channel 4 TV with
lots of outside contributors (mostly
running smll neighborhood stations).
Only this will guarantee the survival
of small stations and BBC local
radio.”

A partner in an
company, freelance
producer  and
(Format  Radio)
Hallett then spoke:

*I1'd like to mmke the point that
the IBA would be most unsuitable as
they will not accept the need for
stations devoted to specialist music.
Vill there be som: rule that the
authority must allow stations with a
comm:nity  of interest, . such as
specialist music, as well as local.
The IBA is saying 'ethnic’' is OK, but
not specialist music but surely that's
unfair discrimination?®

David Nellor replied:"I am a fan of
specialist music, its the type of
station I personally would like to
see, Or hear.

*Having said that , we will not be
chousing what type of stations, or who
gets the franchsises or licences. That
will be up to the authority. Ve shall
mrely set up the framework for ft.

"The more distanced it is from any
government the better. Vhen it gets
too close to us we dun't seem to make
a very good job of it!. (laughter)

"A lot of you seem to have some
very restrictive arguments as to why
your industry should not be
deregulated, and we've heard them all
before. They're from pre-1TV days."

John Vatkin, then questioned MNr
Nellor, asking if he thought this was
going to be the radio equivalent of

electronics
broadcaster and
community-of-interest

applicant Lawrence

The Big Bang in the City. He asked {f
it was necessary to have dergulation

like that, or should 1t be done
piecem:al.
The Ninister responded: "It's an

unhappy accident of timing that the
Green Paper {is published at the end
of a parliament. It's difficult to be
tou dugmatic about timing

"1 would hope there won't be a big
boom. Ve should work steadilly on it
and try and create a seamlgss webb.
The expansion will require
legislation which will take at least
12 months.”

An Independent Producer, David
Gaines, then asked: "How will
advertising grow if 1t's offered
smaller audiences, ie local

stations.?”

“1 think the pirates prove that
enthusiasm and a 1little outlay can
Create competition and good
programmes, and so please a lot of
listeners. Replied David Nellor.

Another person then asked: °“Vill
there be a recommendation that there

will be independent contributions
into IFR?*

The NMinister said “"Ve can leave
all these things open, and we can
have a wvariety of stations. All
different types are open for
consideration.

After the question and answer
session, Dick Frances spoke on the

matter of the BBC losing some of its
frequencies. He said: “The BBC
currenty provides about ten services

with just seven frequencies (some
mistake surely?).
®"¥e offer ball by ball cricket

comm:ntary, schools, Open University,
extra sport on Radio 2, and a wmyriad
of other services. If we are to lose
frequencies where shall we put all
those services?"

"That's really for BBC mnagement
to decide how best to juggle their
services, and what was npecessary.
responded the Ninister.

Bick Higham then asked whether it
was not more important to look at
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future funding of the BBC rather than
frequency and editorial matters.

"1 think its facade to suggest that
USA or France radio history will be
repeated in the UK, the stations will
not all see fit to offer just Top 40.

The meeting then ended rather
quickly as there was a 6pm cinema
showing due!

SITEITEOITLK GROIUL

A2 IR P8 NOT MIIRG I
W I TEHT NIORFFOI.K (99 3 4
The Suffuia Radiu Group, which

cumprises FRodiu Grwell [Ipowicitd and
Saxon Radiu [Bury St Edmundsi has
pulled oul of Lalks with Borwiub-based
Radio Bruadlaond.

The Lwo companies bad been cluse tu
forming a merger. Staff al Orwell and

Saxon had protested and local
puliticiavs bad regisléred  their
wurries at the effect: .on  local

prograsming and
staliuvns.

At the time the pussible merger was
called off it had not officially
received IBA approval.

A turning-point in the whule issue
was the mument of publication of the
Green Paper by the Government which
appeared to give Orwell/Saxon more
confidence to attempt to continue
their operation without the takeover
of Broadiand.

jobs al  the two

JOHNSTON OUT

After 15 years and som: 733
editiovs, veteran Vbrosdcaster Brian
Johnstos is leaving the Radio Four

series ‘Duwn Your Vay'.
His final edition of Lhe programm:
wiil cume from Lord's Cricket Ground.
K Jubnston said he was ‘declating
al 733" becauvse Lhat was the number of
pt gl amm:s presented by his
predecessor, Franklin Engelmenn.

Brian Johnston, 74, will conlinue
to provide commentary on Cricket for
Radio Three.

ASSOCIATION FOR
BROADCASTING
DEVIIEI.OPMENT IN
MAJOR TAILKS

in seehing to build on the

vppot tunities for would-be new
entranlts to gain entry janto  the
pt opused radio speclrum, Lhe
Association for Broadcasting
Deveiopmenl bss concluded a major
round of wmeelings with The Cable
Avtborily, The IBA and Plonugraphic

Per furmance Limited [PPL}.

Faul Boou, Spokesman for ABD told
BOV RADIO XFVSLETTER that all thriee
mrelings were very constructive and
st interestiog.

Seeningly Lbere are no prubiem,
Taived by Lhe Green Paper fur radio's
new entrants that cannol be overcome.

Of particuiar interest to those
stalivns wishing to play tecorded
msic, il seem, highly likely that
Lthe issue of needlelime will be
resolved before long as a direct
result of ABD's mereting with PPL.

Similarly, both authorities, Lhe
Cable Auvthurity and the IBA, were
open tu suggeslions made by the ABD
delegation on issues like frequency
planning, simulcasting, timetable and
a broad pattern of radio services.

The PPL talks on needletime will
be very encouraging news for many
specialist formal radio stations, and
at the same time, may well surprise
those in ILR who have been having
major difficulties reaching such
agreements in recent years.

The ABD is due to have talks in
the coming days with an official of
the Community Radio Association.

Assuciation for Broadcasting
Development news and information is
published in detail and on a regular
bauis in this particular publication.

Kembership to ABD is oupen to
prospecltive stalions and others with
in interest in development.
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OFFSHORE RADIO

RADIO CAROIL.INE
— CELEBRATING
23 Y EARS OF
ALTERNATIVE
BROADCASTING

In a recent Gallup survey, som= 82
percent of those interviewed had heard
of Radio Caroline. As the founder of
the Caroline organisation, Ronan
0'Fahiliy said to me: "That's reaily
the entire adult popuiation of the
country knows about Caroljne!”

There can be few wio efither don't
remember the station from the swinging
sixties, the heavy seventies or the
latest phase in this wunique radio
stations existance, from the converted
Grimsby trawler, Ross Reveny=.

in fact, aithough there are those
who claim that Caroijiue has past its
peak, the station is stili puiling an
amazing 5 miiiion iisleners on a
weekly basis.

Fow, compare the number of radio
choices that the listener .had back in
the sixties, between 1564 and the
stations first closure in-March 1943,
and you'll see that we now have 2
choice, around the country, of about
one hundred stations. Even at its peak
the sixties offshore radio boom only
gave us a selection of around 8
stations at anyone time, pius the

BBC's three national services and
Radio Luxembourg.
At its peak in the sixties,

Caroline, with two ships, one off the
Essex coast and the other anchored 3%
miles from Douglas, Isle of Man, was
pulling an audience rated at around 8
millions. Mow it only has the one ship
and a whole lot more competition

It. slso has what appears to be the
entire collective of European
Governments against its operation. One
by one government's have outlawed
their «citizens from working for,
sdvertising on or supplying offshore
radjio stations

vken, in July 1967, the Viison
Guvernment passed the Marine {etc)
Broadcasting Offences Act and wave the

*the air, the

remaining offshore stations only four
weeks notice to quit their
operations, there would have been few
who could really have believed that
Radio Caroline would still be
broadcasting some twenty years later!
In fact, looking back, it seemed
likeiy, 1in August 1967, that the
statfon might oniy last a matter of
weeks onee  the anti-offshore radio
ieyisiation was introduced. True, on
ilzes of rebel
oroadcasters Johnnie Walker and
Robbie Dale, and after a few days
Spangies Maldoon, Roger Day, Bud
Bailou, Gien Adams, Cari Mitchei,
Andy Archer and Stevi Merike made us
believe, from listening, things were
quite rosy. They did, however, suffer
great mental strain from the fear
that a navy ship might just appear on
the horizon and tow them in to a
United Kingdom port and make sure
that these iong-bhajred jocks were
locked away for a coupie of years for
piaying their music. Thankfuily that
never happened.

By moving its operational base to
offices alongside the Singel Canal in
centrai Amsterdam, and by oarranging
suppiies with the Vijsmuiler company
Caroline was abie to operate outside
of the United Kingdom end maintain
its service,

Like anything in life, there are
those who were with Radio Caroline in
those heady days who perhaps would
have done things differently today -
if they had to - but at that time -it
seemed to be a miracle just to keep
the thing on the air!

Financially Radio Caroline
suffered. There were some ‘plug'
recards and there were some
commercials. However many of the
plug's were for one of the station's
directors, who in return was expected
to pay the Dbills. He never. As a
resuit the Wijsmuiier firm decided to
send out tug boats to bring in the
stations two ships. They =said they
would release them on receipt  of
their money

R . Ak a2 A
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The ships, Caroline and Ni Amigo,
were put uvnder arrest in Amsterdan's
Vood Harbour and the bills were not
paid. It seemd Lhat tbe dream wus
over.

Then, during 1971, a yuung
Dutchman, Gerard van Dam, approached
myself and a fellow broadcaster then
worbking for the pnew arrival to the
offshure radio scene, Radio WNordsee
International, with a request thal we
draw up a plan fur costing a relaunch
of Caroline. He was planning to buy
ope of the ships at an auction being
arranged for Lhe two radio-ships.

Ia 1972, Van Dam bought the Ni
Amigo for only a few thousand pounds.
He tould questioning radio fans and the
press that he was starling a miseunm
for offshore radio. Vork started on
¢leaning up the ship; gelting rid of
water from the bilges and Lransoitter
hold, dsylng out the cabins,
rebuilding the studios aosd cleaniug
and 1epairing the transmitters. Staff
from Radio  Rordsee Ioternat iunal
Joined the project. In tim some of
the latler day Caroline .jocks also
found their way to the scene. It was
mire than obvious what was being
planned!

In Septesmber 1972 Caroline was back
on the air. It was weak. It bhad litlle
money. | can even say that staff went
hungry and thirsty at times. But,
conditions which would pever have been
accepted by anyone at any ether radio
station in the wurld, were accepted by
these people. Nen and woman earning
good wages gave up jobs to join
Caroline where they were not to earn a
single cent.

Gradually, and very much
Caroline wus able to improve
signal and eatn enough money to find
itself in a strong enough position to
be able to stand a chance uf lastiog
out. Radio Veromica's ship, ¥urdernpey,
had run aground and they leased
airtim on Caroline. Equipm:nt and
Cash appeared. Then Radio NI Amigo, a
Belgian-owned uperation, leased time
on Caroline'ss transmilters.

&0,

its

S0 when the Dutch decided to pass
a law to outlaw the vperation of the
offshure stations, Caroline was able
to move back to the coast of Essex.
That was 1974.

In 1980 the m.v. Kl Amigo sank in
a gale. Thankfully all bands were
saved by the skill of the lifeboat
service.

Like that period in 1968,
of a return began to flow
dism:dialely. it wau,  Lauggh, not
until 198 that Radio Caroline was to
return. This tLime, almost as  a
statemnt of their determination to
show Lhey meant to stay for a long,
long Lim:, she was broadcasting from
the biggest-ever ship to be used for
the purpose. The monster Ross Revenge
was equipped with a massive 300-foot
bigh antenna tower, the like of which
has never been seen on any offshore
station in the past.

There had been a delay in getting
this ship to the air. As a result the
first broadcasting team was pot as
had been planned. Johnnie Valker had
returned from the USA to join the
teas, but the delay mide him decide
agalnst re-joining the station where
he bad becom: a legend. Jobony Jason,
whu had been with Caroline in the
seventies, also did not appear when
it cam: back. I also was a victim of
the false-alarm and had to wait until
the closure of Solid Gold Radio
Sovereign before I would bave a quick
name change and become Head of KNews
for the station. It was my second
time around.

Several

Lumours

months passed by before
the first advertising contracts were

signed and commercials were being
broadcast. The wait, like mwst of
those Caroline bhas experienced, and
provided, was worthwhile.

The formt of Caroline had changed
over the years. The change, on this
revival, was to what almost was Album
radio. It didn't work too well. The
idea was good. The excitment was
missing. In  time it was agreed,
within the organisation, to run a
night time rock/album service
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on the transmitter leased by a Dutch-
language station, Radio  Xonique,
whilst the main 24-hour service would
swing back to mass-appeal music and
presentation. And why not? If Caroline
was to be different, it still could be
60, but in order to bring the
attention of a large and seliable
listenership, 1t wouid have to offer
Top-40 music as a base.

Other offshore stations have com
and gone since Caroiine first appeared
to ploneer commercial radio from the
High Seas. All of the sixties stations

and anyone who had a go in the
seventies. Now, in the latter half of
the eighties, 1t does appear that

Caroline will always e out there!

Some have ciaimed that Caroline is
aimost a part of the 'establishement’
these days. Som: new upstart 1like
Lase: appzais and gets hounded by the
authorities. Laser goes away, so Jdo
the authorities. Laser returns, <=o
does the warning from the Dii that
they will do everything in their powe:
to get it, not Caroline, off again!

If I were writing a book I might
try to explain the special feeifing
that Caroline gives anyone who has
worked for her over the years.

I am sure that I speak for all
former staffers of the Caroline
organisatin when I say thet I honestly
wish The Lady the happiest of birthays
and wish her the best of luck for the
coming years.

There are hundreds of us who have
experienced the magic and who will
never forget it.

Vhatever it really is that makes
this one radio station so different, I
am sure {t will always be there and
enjoyed by many millions of people.

To Ronan O'Rahilly....thank you for
never giving up. Though there have
been times when the whole thing has
seemed to be no more than a nightmare
and an impossible task, you have shown
us that determination and belief can
overcome aii the odds. So meny of us
were given 'breaks' by your dream.

Happy Birthday Caroline!’

HOWIRE 6, L, ROSE
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WI.LNG IN SCUNNY
Recent developments at
Scunthorpe's local wunlicenced radio

station include the addition of a new
mast and several modifications to
transmitting equipment. A new 18-foot
mast is now in operation and VLKG's
signal has been received in Leeds and
Sheffield. The increased signal
strength is aiso due to modifications
the transmitter mgde by an
engineer from Radar Radio in Leeds

Spokesman for VLIG, Richard
Sellaors, was extremely pleased with
the results, "I cannot really believe
that our signai {s going so far," he
seid, "our intention is merely to be
a station for the Scunthorpe area,
but it is nice to receive letters
from <o far afield.”

L35G  .till only broadcasts a
coupie of nights per week as Sellars
explained, "W¥We can only manage two
nights as we are so short of staff. I
find it bard to believe that we are
broadcasting to a town of 60,000
people and we can only get a handful
to help us. Ve have tried asking over
the air for help, we even put up
posters in the town but it seems to
be to no avail. Ve have quite a
reasonable set up and it's a great
pity that we <cannot find more
support.”

WLNG's studio complex includes a
six-channel stereo mixer, KAB
cartridge facilities, variable speed
turntables and Revox tape decks. ?The
estimated power is now 60 Vatts but
in mono until a suitable encoder can
be purchased.

VLEG's mailing address 1is via:
Media Promotions, PO Box 32,
Scunthorpe.

The station was estabiished to

bhelp fill 2 gap in radio coverage of

the area. Viking Radio (based in
Hull) and Radio Hallam (iocated in
Sheffield) reach the area with their

signals as do BEC Radio Humberside
and BBC Ralio Sheffield.
WLKG's long-term hope |

licence.

for a
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Flacem:nl in Lhis seclion of
currenl radio industry job vacancles
is free-of-charge as a service to ovur
readership. Slations are asked to
provide us wilh written detafls as
suun as vacancies ate known of. Il is
our policy o nourmslly only cariy
details of a vacancy In one i{ssue, su
fo: Lhose seehing esploysenl, it is a
gud idea Lo chech lhe last couple of
issues of the newsleller.

BBC Appuintm:nts: Unless otherwise
stated you should wite to BBC
hppointms:nts, london, ViA 1AA  and
enclose s.a.e. Oc telephone [03) 927
5796. Remumber it is helpful to quole
the stated reference pusber at Lhe eund
of the job descriplion.. ..

SVARSE4  SOUBD, brovadcasting from
studius in rural Guwerton, a few miles
vutlside of Swansea, has a vacancy for
a CONNERCIAL PRODIICER. A fast
thinhing, creative and highly
motivated person is sougbt for this
post. Must be experienced. Station
offers a good salary, coapany car and
a chance Lo work with a great team.
Send application with full c.v. and
demo tape to Johe P. Thomis, Sales
Cantroller, Swansea Sound, Victoria
Road, Gowerton, Swansea, SA4 3AB......

Bradford's PEFNIFE RADIO bhas a
vacancy for a SENIOR JOURBALIST.
Extensive expurience essential.

Successful applicant will be required
to deputise for the station's KRews
Sub-Editor. CV's and dem) tapes should
be sent to Dee Narshall, BKews editor,
Pennine Radio, Forster Square,
Bradford, Vest Yorkshire, 'BD1 SKP.....

RADIO TEES 1is looking to bhire
several new JOURKALISTS for its
newsroom. Detalls can be obtained by
conlacting John Ogden, Kews Editor on
{0642) 6:5111 or by writing in

counfidence to him at Radio Tees, 74
Dovecot Street, Stockton-on-Tees,

BBC RADIO CUMBRIA has a vacancy
for a  PROGRAMME  ASSISTART. The
successful applicant will work wilh a
team of four and will take a large
share of the presentation of a daily
programm: sequence. Sume lnterviewing
and  Research wiil be part of this
o, You wili need Lo bave had a good
education with either a Uwniversity
Depree or Coilege qualification and
have practicel experience in
journalism or broadcasting. You'll
veed to unsderstond and be able to
uperate technicai equipmenl, a
kouwledge of music, an interest in
current affairs and opure than o
pansing comitoinl Lo Loucal Radiu. Add
Lo that a goud wmicrophone vuice and a
current Jdriving licence and realise
Lhat you will need Lo lfive cluse to
the ostudio in Ves! Cumbria and
understand  you'll have Lo work
weekends and evenings at times, and
you have o pretty good picture of
this job which offers a salary
between £7,874 £11,110 pilus an
anpual  allowance of  £597. Ref:
6938/ K80V RADIO. ..

BBC RADIO SCOTLAEBD's Fews &
Current Affairs unjt has a number of
vacancies at this miment. It seeks a
BUSINESS AFFAIRS CORRESPOEDENT who
will be based in Edinburgh. Salary
£14,725 £19,115 plus alluwance of
£1,020 per annun. Ref: 6924 /K0V

A REPORTER, salary £13,500
£18,300 plus annval allowance of
41,020 for this post based in Glasgow
and/or Bdinburgh. Ref: 6325/ 10V
RADIO. ...

A PRODUCER who wouuld be based in
Glasgow is required. On-air dulies so
a good wmicrophune voice is esseantial.
£10,412 £14,725 plus anpual
allowance of £597 per annun. Based in
Glasgow. Ref: 6926/F0V RADIO. ..
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Finally, RADIG SCOTLARD bhas a
vacancy for a SUB-EDITOR who will be
able to earn between £10,412 - 114,725
plus annual allowance of 4597. This
pusition 1is based in Glasgow. Ref:
6927/80v RADIO. . ...

One of the country's best sports
services is provided by BBC RADIO
LEEDS, The Volce of Vest Yorkshire.
Kow they are looking to fill two vital
posts. First they require a BSPORTS
PRODUCER, salary 410,412 £14,725
plus £1,020 per apouo. Luny days,
weekends and evening work on this one
Ref: G873/50¥W RADIO.....

RADIO LEEDS also requires a SPORTS
PRODUCER who will essist and stand in

for the Producer &4s and  when
necessary. A great knowledge of
Yorkshire spotts and two yeals

journalism or broadcasl experience are
the  owinimum requirments from any
applicant. Salary ranges from 48,954
£11,110 plus L9597 per annum. Ref:
6874/KC¥ RADIO. . ...

BBC RADIO BEVCASTLE has .a vacancy
for a REPORTER. You must be prepared
to 1ive and be based in the Sunderland
area. £8,954 through £11,110 plus
annual allowance of £597. Ref:
6876/50¥ RADIO. . ...

THE VOICE OF PEACE radio station is
nop-political and non-religious.
Profits after paying for -operational
costs ar devoted to charitable work
and projects. DISC  JOCKEYS are
required. Return air fares paid. 6
¥onth contracts. CV and cassette demo
tapes should be msiled to VOP, UK
Represe¢ntatives, Kow Radio
Conmunications, PO Box 45, Kettering,
Korthamptonshire, K516 OFVW.....

BBC RADIO NERSEYSIDE produces mure
hours of 1local programming each week
than any other in the Corpurativn’s
chain of stations. 126 to be exact!
Fow they are looking for a new
PROGRANXE ORGARISER. The salary

GOOD BEVS RADIO, a religious
station located in County Cork,
‘Ireland, is looking for, TRAIBEE
BROADCASTIBEG STAFF tu work minimum
contract terms of six months.

ranges between £14,725 - £19,115 plus
an allowance of £1,020 per annum.
You'll be based in  Liverpool.
Relocation expenses will be
cunsidered by the BBC. You can get
further inforomstion on this top job
by calling Ian Judson on (0511 708
5500 swe i

Accomndation, meals and puckel muney
will be pruvided. Duties will include
dnily airshift. CV and dem) casselte
whould e sent to  The - Programm:
Director, Goud Kews Radio, Brookdale
Huuse, Ballynona, Kiddleton, Caunty
Cark, Ireland.....

RADIO CLYDE has openings for
TRAIKED RADIO BEVS BROADCASTERS who
are up to Cor better!) than JLR1. Ko
beginners. You should contact Alex
Dickson, Programm: Controller, Radio

Clyde, Clydebank Business Park,
Clydebans, Glasguw, Scotland, G381
2RX... ..

BBC RADIO OXFORD bas a vacancy for
a REPORTER who is awmbitious and has
at least three years journalistic
experience. The work is primarily
reporting, interviewing, bulletin
writing and newsreading. You must
have a good microphone voice and a
current driving licence. Salary range
£8,954 to £11,110 plus £597 per annum
allowance. The reference number is
6899/80V RADIO.....

Finally, a Kedia Sales Company is
looking for experienced SALES PEOPLE
with a proven track-record and the
ability to seek out new business from
scratch. Very Good Earnings Possible.
Telephone [01] 836 9957 if you feel
you really bhave what it takes.....

REKENBER, VE HAVE A SECTIOE VITH A
WIDE RAKGE OF VACANCIES IS EVERY
ISSUE OF THE KEVSLETER!!!
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WAGSTAFF*® =
PILANS FOR
BEACON

Pete Wagstaff has been detailing

bis programming changes for Beacon
Radio. He took aver as Programm:
Controller from Richard Ceperon who

quit the job at the same tim: as Bob
Pierson left the station over
disagreements with  the  Australian
shareholders, Chaiford Communications,
who have @& 32% stake in the
Volverbampton stalion.

Pierson was replaced by them Sales
Director Alan Nullett.

Vagstaff's plans revolve around
targeting the Black Country station to
the 25 55 age group and by

prograasming more community involvem:nt
in tbhe oulput.

AX drive will see the introduction
of a double hcader from the newsroom
with Andrew Hewkin and Sue Plimaer on
duty for on-air material.

The 1pm news bulletin is extended
from ten to fifteen minutes. It will
be in the middle of a two-hour long
phone-in.

Pete Vagstaff had offered a daily
programme to Dale Vinton, but exact
terms could not be, agreed. Vinton will
now leave the station.

Sports, financed in the msin by a
spopsorship deal with the brewers
Nitchells and Butler, will be brought
back to the strength it was at two

years before cost-cutting was
introduced. There will be also more
sports material running during AKX
drive and 4ip the Jlunchtime news
bulletins.

Beacon is now seeking to sign a

spansorship deal to get an 'eye in the
sky’ . off the ground for reporting
traffic during the rush hour periods.

The station will see the addition
of new transmitters later to give
coverage of Shiewsbury, Telford and
Bewport.

At preseal
1,600,000 people
total survey area

the station has some
living within its

AIRC TX PLAN

Brian Vest, Director ef ‘the
Association of Independent Radio
Contractors [AIRC] has spoken to KOV
RADIO of the possible setting-up of a
new AIRC company to purchase, instal
and operate trapsmitters for the
smller ILR statlions.

Small stations, such as Karay
Firth Radio in Inverness, bellieve
ihat the cost of operating their own
trapsmitters under de-regulation
would be far greater than the present
subsidised charges made by the IBA.

Thomss Prag, managing director of.
Noray Firth, says his station would
face high costs due to the vast area
covered by his station. Despite the
caoverage areas, the station only
covers an area with 170,000 adults.

RADIO TAY

Dundee/Perth commercial station
Radio Tay has mide a couple of staff
changes following the takeover of the
station by the Edinburgh independent
station Radio Forth at the end of
last year.

Filling the gap left when Managing
Director Allen MacKenzie departed the
station following the merger but with
the title Station Xanager is Saundie
Vilkie. He was seconded to the
Dundee/Perth operation fros Forth in
January.

Vilkie will report directly to
Radio Fortbh Kanaging Director Richafd
Findlay.

The stations new Sales Kanager has
been named: lan Sewell.

RED ROSE LINK
FOR SOCCER
SPECIAL

Red Rose Radio [Preston]l linked
with Radio Aire {Leeds) for live
coverage of the FA Cup 6th Round gam:
between Vigan Athletic and Leeds
United. The broadcast was spossored
and commentators were Keith Macklin
and Dave Dalton.




RADAR RADI1IO

Radar Radio {s a Leeds—based
private 1adio station. In a recent
interview, u spokesmin for Kadar
explained their operation:

Ve bruadcast to Leeds City and
Norley. Ve feel that tbere should be
an alterontive style of music
available. Ve don't aclually koow at
tbis slage where we are heading,
really, we are pot trying to entertain
apy ninority groups or anythiog, but
we just waul to pul something on the
air that is pnol already availabl.

Ve broadcast llive, il aeeps us mure
in touch with what's going on. Ve
dop't use Lape much apart from the odd
LP oun tape. Our output is pretty AQOR
really. It's a4 responsible adult
style, w: L1y not to intlerfere with
other frequencies locally. Our
equipment is of the highest quality,
and Is op a standard with nany of the
mlti-liok systems employed by London
stations. It has cost us well over
L5060 to set it all up.

Our presenters don't want Lo be
superstars or aasything, we all feel
that the wusic is far mure important
thap the presenter. Our formt is
basically late 70's and early 80's
stuff...all bits and well  koown
material. Ve try and play what we
think peuple would like to hear.

Ve've recenlly been off the air for
a couple of weekends as we were
upgrading som: of the equipm:nt. As a
result we've bad a lot of people
contacling us to ask when we will be
back. It scems we have gol quite a
following.

Radar Radio wusually broadcasts
between 10am and Spm on Sundays. Our
staff include Steve Summers, Big
Bopper, Phil Iapn, and 'Paul Gues To
Hollywood®'. Apdy and Dave do the
technical work.

Ve've been on and off fur abuutl two
years, originaily we were Radio 104,
and we used abuul 5 Valls., Kow we are
uslog about 25 Vatls in stereo oo
104.5 NHz FN.
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smsic and enjoy broadeasting. It's

Ye realise that e are
broadcasting unl icenced, but we
figure that il's pol a crim: that
barm, anyope. Ve don't encroach oo
other frequencies or emergency
services. It's only a crim: because
of ouldated laws whbich weren't
designed for the 20th century.

Ve simply bruadcast because we are
all very much into radio. There's not
enough radio in this country. Ve like

doubtful whetlber any of us would swap
out jobs to be radio presenters, but
there it is. It's fun!

Radar hasn't taken apy advertising
yet as we doo'l know how we stand
with that. It would be nice to get
something back for our trouble. Ve
anow that we will never become
millionaires from this job, but none
of us mind, really.

Ve will probably be selling
stickers and badges sooun. Ve would
lize to establish a proper mailing
addr ess and build up better
connunication with our audience.

Ve can't really do any more
technically. Our signal is clean, and
tbhat's what really matters.

THIE JI.AW AND THE
PIRATES

Pirate radio stations are subject
to The Vireless Telegraphy Act [1949]
which states it is an offence to
instal and operate transmitting
equipaent without a licence from the
Home Office.

A persun who is prosecuted can
receive a fise of up to £2,000 or up
to 3-months in prison.

Under the same Act it is also an
offence to listen t wunauthorised
broadcasts.

Further offences can be commited
if interference to licenced users is
caused.

The Telecommunications Act gives
officials Lo right, with search
warranlts, to ealer premises and
remyve equipm:-ol befure prusecution.
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ROSK S
RAMBI. I NGS

I've learnt one lesson since we
first published the newsletter - aout
to attempt to predict up-front the
contents of the next fssue! It appears
everytim: we pul a few lines in saying
what we intend for the pext jssue -
sum:thing couses up to ensure at least
one of Lbe itess will bave to be held
bach!

Formnlly it iy because of a msajor
stury bLreahing. The return of
Laser Hot Gils, the publication of up-
froot detaiis of ilhe Gireen Paper, Lhe
coverage of th Green Paper itself and
tbe inmediate industry feedback, aund
with this issue the publication of the
latest JICRAR figurvs for Independent
Rodin.

I bope that youu wili
then, if from Lims: to
furced to

Dew.,

uodes stand,
Lime: we are
hold back on the ocasiovnal
article. You know that, as soon as
pussible, we will get it between the
covers and deal with it, doa't you?!
By the way, what do you think about
our pew layoult? Du you fiod it easier
Lo read now we have Lwo columns? Do
let us have your opiniuvns on the whole
package - they are all read and often
there are little puints you bring up
which we are able to act upon.
In the past reader suggestions
which bhave been acted upon include
moving from the A4 size format to AS

but at the same time .mure than
doubling the content, the stapliag
m:thod we vuse, typeface size and
style, a standard corporate logo for

the newsletter and now the two-column
style. And that's just on the actual
printing and design! True, we know it
would be nice to be glossy and be able
to briag you pictures - but that goes
wilh our plans to accept advertisiang -
and as they say in the trade ‘talks
are going on...'!

The publication of the Green Paper
bas  brought &  regular stream of
telephone calls to our office. It
seem, Lhat there is a healthy group of
folk who are planning some very

exciting projects in su many areas

around the counlry. Ve've Dbeen
putting people in touch with each
other, giving them details of
equipment suppliers, engineering
advice, programaing advice, bhelp on
locating the best providers for
Jingles and statiun identifications,

wurking out prospective adver Lising
rate cards and even fixing possible
staffers for the proupective
slations. if you are 8 subscgiber and
yuu feel we cao perbaps help you,
Lhen remesber we are only a 'phone
call away!

It's been quite a fortoight for o
of gelting calls from & number of
people I've pot spoken to for (in
s0me  Causes) wmany, many years! They
knuw who Lhey are - and | must say
il's pade me feel great Lo houw Lba
Lhe pewslelter ia Liviy creating so
such foterest and enthusiasm and
acting like a link between us all.
Keep il up!

The IBA has made it mure than
clear that il doves not support the
idea of pew lucal radio stations
broadcasting specific music forsats,
f.e. jazz, black, oldies, rock, etc.
They have been trying to claim they
have been asking for community radio

for a long time - but tLhey are
riddled with plans for loads of
regulation and control. Sou, if you

want to see development, furget the
ida of the IBA having anything to do
with {t!

Fipally, let me jusl reaind you
that it jis isportant to write a
response to the Green Paper before
Jupe 30 and make sure that local
radio development is pushed through
by The Home Secretary as svon as
possible. Tell him there are scores
of groups, organisations and
companies ready to begin broadcasting
and providing choice for listeners
and broadcasters. Also ensure  you
insist thal the aumber of pnew local
radio services in any area is not
limited Ly the new radio auvthurity.
Choice of local services in one area
is very lmportant. HELR
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KEREP IN TOUCH:?!
Keep in touch with KOV RADIO
NEVSLETTER! Make sure we getl your news
when its HOT! You can write tou us at
the following address:
¥OV RADIO
FREEPOST
KETTERIKRG
NORTHAKTS
F516 OBR
You can also lelephupe. Our uwumber
is Kettering {05361 51 44 37.
KOV RADIO is alsuo available via
Telex. Our number is 8951182 GECOXS G.
Documents wand articles, etc, my
also be sent Lo us via FAX. Our number
is [01] 318 1439.

THE SOUND OF
LOCAI. RADIO

Since the publication of the
Governm:at's Green Paper on the fuure
for UK radio. we have spoiken to a
nunber of prospective station
operators, broadcasters and
prograpmers on the issue of actual
foroats of future local radio
stations.

For sure, and as
stations would,
be allowed to select their own
formats. There would also be special
conditions to preveat a cospany
applying for use of a channel for one
kind of programming service and who
after a while decided to switch to
another. Similar regulations applied
in the United States of America and
Court's on a oaumber of occasions
halted new owners of classical radio
stations changing format to a more
wide-appeal and financially profitable
format. The Green Paper also
recognises that radio is'notl s machine
and it does wundergo coatinuous
development. Programmse format changes
could be allowed in certain
conditions.

Vhat  seems to  bave, rightiy,
pleased  many, is the npews that
stations will be able to specialise in
their formts. Gone will be the day

we  predicted,
under the proposals,

where each and every radio
broadcaster is forced to provide a
wide raoge of output which would
serve each and every member of the
community at some time or another.
The nmish-mash sound of much of our
local readio; loust budgies, the radio
vet', pop, folk, ethoic bhours in
ghetto time: zones, recipes and the
like.

Tbe planned local radio services
‘will be able to offer the hkiond of
prugramming they want to offer. Kot
the IBA, not the Hom: Office and nol
Lthe pressure of aanybody else...

But what will applicant groups
offer the 'consum:r'? At the mument
the pirate radio scene is over
subscribed by black/soul stations.
True, part of the reason is the black
commupnity is able to ouperate pirate
stations with little trouble from the
DTI, leaviug a major gap in the kind
of services that might be offered by
others who otherwise might be willing
to launch themselves as pirates.

How long would a Bot Hits station
like Laser last in ceantral Londou? Or
what would be the reaction to a
pirate station broadcasting around-
the-clock news and curreat affairs?

The official regulation of local
radio, as proposed by the Green
Paper, should allow miny to launch
their own particular formats that
they personally believe in. The more
enterprising will be 1louking at
formits which are not so much miss-
appeal, but which attract a steddy
and dedicated [and thus marketablel
listenership.

Vho will be the first to launch a
station with a format like that of
Radio 390 back in the sixties?

Viil anyone dare to plan o station
which wuuld not even coansider playing
any music....?

The time bhuas come for creative
programm:rs to look towerds gew,
ionovative programming. They should
start with a blank sheet of paper and
oot take 1inlu coosideration the
pulicies thus far shaping ILR.

1 DARE YOU!




HIGH -TIFECH RADIO
DEVEILOPMIENTS

GRAKAN KENNEDY
1n ¥NSHINGTON DC
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During the next ten years,
States radio  sudiences  can
forward to satellite receivers in
theis autoumobiles, voice-synthesizers
ot morring anpouncers and newscasters

and at least 2,000 mue AN and FX
stations.

Aceording Lo a major new study of
high-technulogy use among the nation's
tadio stations the granddaddy of the
electronic media is io the throes of a
great leap forward.

The pext decade may see a 20%
increase in the bpumber of radio
stations, a4 countinved proliferation of
satellite~-delivered radio nelwurks,
new radio "superstations” for cable-tv
systems dand the incressed use of
computers and cumpact discs.

The study has been relegsed by Johbn

United
ook

D. Abel, Executive Vice President of
the Bational hssoclation of
Broadcasters the Vashingtlon-based

trade association that represents most
of the United States' cumm:rcial radio
and television stations.

Abel said, “In the recent past we
bave seen a dramitic growith in
satellite comminications and an

increasing use of digital technology
that is leading to wmure aod more
creative possibilities in prograosming
and production.”

Aoongst the survey's findings were
the results of a special investigation
into 500 radio stations across the USA
which showed:

Radio's use of satellites will
continve through the 1980's, but by
1995 pewer fiber-optic transmission
systems may be in wide use. Advances
in technolugy are leading toward the
develupment of flat hom rooftop
satellite-receiving antennas and,
even, satellite teceivers for cars.

Giowth amony AK radio utations
will be especially strong. Current

U.S. RADIO

efforts, including plans tu expand
the number of frequencies allocated
to AK broadcasters, could result in
mre than 500 pew AN stations by
1995. ¥NAB estimates that the United
States will have nearly 12,000 radio
stations by the mid-1990's.

By the end of the decade, most
music stations will be usiog cumpact
discs, played un machines capable of
bandiing ag many o 108 di.c. at a
‘time. Computerss will allow wstation
programmus to zelect playlists and
lead to highly avtomeited station
operations Kearly 20% of the
country's radio stations aiready use

coapact discs. One slation in
Vashington, DC has a 3,000 disc
iiotary.

increased use of computers among
radio stations, tacluding pethap:

voice-synthesized announcers and news
readers, will significantly aller the
way radio stations operate

Audio services offered by cable

tv system, will becom: major
competitors with independently
operated radio stations for
advertising revenue. There are

currently 17 national cable and pay
radio services being offered around
the USA. They include three radio
super-stations KKGO-AN, the Los
Apgeles Jazz station, and Classical

Kusic stations in  Few York and
Chicago. 7They reach 2.3  million
subscribers. Nore than 502 of the
country's 3,900 comnmercial FX

stations are currently also carriéd
on local cable systew

Abel concluded, "Technological
advances have enhanced and expanded
what broadcasters could do even just
a few years ago."
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MUSIC RADIO
CONFERIENCE

The Radio Academy’'s 3rd MUSIC RADIO
CORFERENCE opened at 10 am on
Vednesday 18tLh Xarch, obviously a time
of day many were ill prepared for as
som: were still showiog up an hour
later.

Conference Chairman TIN BLAKCXORE
welcom:d delegates to the Purcell
Concert Room by Vaterloo Bridge, tLhey
were 220 strong with 20 ILR and 6 BBC
local stations represented the
remsinder being what Tim called a
‘well balanced bunch' of BBC regional
and national people plus an assortiment

of Europeans and record company
personnel.
A highly eutertaining key-note

speech was mude by David Hatch, BBC
Radio's Director of Prograsm:s who
opened by claiming that "an expert is
some0ope who is no more right than
others, bul is often wrony for more
sophisticated reasons.*

He claims a thorough grounding in
all music having paid - homage at
Gracelands, been buackstage at tLhe
Grand Ole Opry - anyway bhe‘'s a
Yorkshiremsn fsn't he !

David stresseed that bruadcasters
mst believe wholeheartedly in VidF, as
there are far too many listening in
poor quality on AN, and bhe emphasized
that splitting frequencies only leads
to confusion amongst listepers. "I
believe ILR is far more bouyant than
some of the Luddites in it would have
us beljeve. At the BBC we welcome
s0m poure campetition which will
sharpen our abilities. It's good that
Conmunity radio is finally to get off
the ground, not plecem:al but dozeos
of them all over the place. Ve
ourselves don’t want to get involved
in it, and are quite sure it will
spawn npew ideas, and should be
welcomed  because it expands oul
industry. Our minds mist aiways be

open, as the Humun mind is like an
umbrella 3
when its open.

functions far better

“Radio One now attracts 17 million

listeners™ was  his claim;  “whilst
Radle Two 1is chasing it with 12
millions. Radio One and ILR each

have about a quarter of the radio
audience, with Radio Two's share at
20 per cent, and BBC locals managing
12 2 -

"Ve must not ignore daytime TV, as
we cannot lel our audience be ploched
from us whilst we dither. On a
lighter note, bave you ever
considered that the people ‘with all
Lhe new fresh and exciling ideas for
radio are not here Loday? They're outl
there driving cabs and cutting bair.

Vell kuown technical journalist,
Barry Fox brought a variely of
bhardware onto Lhe stage to explain
just how many advances Broadcasting
is at the door of. The new Philips
Compact video disc, and especially
DAT which on a minialure tape already
of fers broadcast quality 2 bours of
recordiny, with a Japanese
sanufacturer offering four hours and
built in radio and clock-timer within
munths. "Digital Audio tape will pot
be stopped, despile the wisbes of
record companies,” he told a hushed
audience, "it can only be delayed”.

Several delegates questioned him
on the introduction of recording
directly onto computer floppy discs,
with inm:diate access time.. this has
already been done in the USA.

Kick Higham, another well known
Journalist spotted one thing the
Green Paper didn't bave which all
preceeding radio papers had
contained, the Reithian values. Right
since the bginning of broadcasting,
Lord Reith’s trilogy of values has
been an integral part of all radio
planning - Infora , Educate , and
least of all, entertain.

"Everyone since has taken their
cue from him,. The Peacock Committee
was a bunch of free - marketeers who
believe the only way Lo judge
something is by how much people will
pay for it." he told us.

“Sow in the Green Paper,
values are not even given the

Reiths
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scantest m:ntion, and I feel this
shows the extent of, and how big the
changes which are coming are.

"1 must ask why is it the
goveroment bas decided to squeeze the
BBCs finances, yet only the
Corporation has Public Service
Broadcasting as a duty.

“The pop pirates were thke influence
which made the BBC go generic in 1967,
before then we bhad Vomens Hour on the
Light, and mre music on the Hom:. 1
don't thiok that Fewsbeat should
even be on Radio Onpe, and the fact
that it {is an indication of the
attitudes which still permeate the
BBC. Radio One should be Top 40 only.

"I don't think Radio One, if
competing with a Top 40 formstted INR
will msintain its stranglebold on
listeners for very long. As the BBC
audience diminishes then it will
become progressively barder to justify

" the license fee.

“You see, to get advertising at
all, IFR will have to be mass appeal.
From this I dont think we'll get
specialist music on IFNR at all, that
will be eventually on DBS.

"Vhat we will see will be lots of
specialist stations on a local basis
springing up around the UK.

"1 fail to see why ILR wshould
welcome the Green Paper. Their
monopoly does then fine now, I cannot
see many ILRs surviving, only the

largest and strongest. The prospects
for large numbers of small statioons is
not good. I am not clear there is the
talent or expertise Last week [ was
at the vorld DJ Convention, and there
were about 100 out of 300 soul DJs
there wanting to get onto the radio.
"1 fear a lot of young people are
going to follow the French example;
over there most stations can't make a
living and have banded into a few

networks such as the FRJ. This is
just top 40 wmusic, and it {is not
increasing listener choice. Listeners

will not benefit here.

“Deregulation is goiong to bring in
people who right now are barred from
running stations. People such as

Robert Naxwell and Rupert Nurdoch,
and of course record companfes. All
these people bhave one thing ino
comnmin: they have no such sense as
guilt - the same as the pirates.

“The biggest restraints on radio
are those concerning needletim:.

"1 am sceptical of the main
tbhtust of the Green Paper which is

that competition drives standards
upwards.

Controller of Radio One, Jobknny
Beerling, disagreed with Highamo,

citing the competition between his
own and the ILR npetworks Top 40
programaes which bhad driven up
standards. Also he felt that as lots
and lots of youngsters listened to
Radio One and never any other
station, then so worthy progranses
such as Kewsbeat, Action Specials etc
did belong on the channel and not as
Higham had stated.

Simon Cole of Piccadilly
Productioas, said that worthy
programm:s could also be the sam: as
popular programmes, as indeed many of
thewm did attract 1listepmers to
stations. He is certain that
research shows things on drugs and
AIDS do generate an audience.

Higham replied that in the USA
this does oot happen, and bhe
ocasionally looked at Billboard. Ope
of its columns about tips for radio
programmers rarely suggested runniog
‘worthy' items.

Simon Cole retorted that it was
dangerous to mke a UK-US parallel as
we have a differeat MNusic radio
culture. Ao  IBA Radio Division
spokesman quoted a poll of the Top S50
USA stations in terms of audience who
all said that the socially aware
qualities of ouch of their
programning helped them get higher
ratings.

Andre Leon of Central London Radio
urged FKick Highas ot to tar all
prospective Cormunity radio operators
as budding Soul Jocks, and said he
had 46 presenters lised up already
who would not be playing soul.
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Roger Day, Progranme Director at
invicta Radio Ketwork in Kent
disagreed completely with Kick Highan
on deregulation, and copyright citing
the Autralian and US battles with
bodies which bad resulted in far lower
rates being levied on stations for
needletim:. He disputed that the IBA
could operale tranpsmitters cheaper
than the statioans Lhessieves, aud said
bis station welcomed the opportunity
to do more for itlself.

Fuiluwing the Hardware and Software
segment, Tim Blackmire led a lively
debate on the interaction of pluggers
and records. Particular regard was
paid Lo the future of the single. Why
is it su important - or is it ?

Julian Cupe of AX Records asked
why the weehday programsmes on all
radio slations were s0 singles
orientated.

For Radio Two, one of its
producers, Dave Tredway claimed the
station bad becom: the msrket leader
because it had moved away from
singles, and yet its share was still
rising -~ he thought they had about 15
million listeners.

Roger Day admitted he was a singles
addict and always would be, but that
the general public were also single
oriented. The ' problem was that
stations were governed by the chart, a
Top 40 end not by the type of nusic.
Ae lam:nted that record compapies did
not put enough effort into real record
promstion - although bis gtations was
close to London be rarely saw a
plugger, although som: indies and CBS
were exceptions.

The debate moved around Lo the
subject of old songs on the chart,
especially Atlantic whilst VWEA bad
ashed Lhat npew mpusic nol old be
pushed. .

John Nyer from Capital maintained
he didat pusbh oldies , and when they
were new Lhey dido't playlist Lhem

Richard Evans of Epic Records
regretted that the 25 Lo 45 year oids
were Lolally ingored by radio Lhe
hids and teenapers have Radio One,
and Radio Two serves, people from 50 to

death ( or after!) but the Yuppies
who buy lots of CDs and albums really
need a station of their own. U2 were
a perfecl example — shipping bhundreds
of thousapds of cuples of Lheir new
album, easilly outselling all the
singles put tlogether - but hardly a
daytime radio play at all.

Bob Harris sald the single "is at
a crossroads. It bas previously been
a barometer, but now both here and in
the USA the saies, of the single are
down Lo aboul 3 % of Lhe swiket.”

Re suggested most people didn't
have the nerve to programme widely.

Nsny radio jochs and producers I
spoke to felt that the single was the
only thing pliuggers they saw were
really interested in. When they phone
mid week to ash for help on various
product, the push was only ever on
singles, not aibums by artists.
Indeed many felt that young DJs seem
to believe totally in singles, as if
Lthere is nuo other form of wmusic
available.

Jay Crawford of Edinburgh's Radio
Forth felt that Lhe chart was oonly
really important to stations in the
soulth  East. de  placed little
reliance on it, particularly as it
was based on only 20 return shops in
Scotland and 120 in Londun. As the
population make up was su different
it bad no relevance to taste or
preference. “¥e should be msking more
of our 30 odd years Rock inberitance
to draw on, and looking al music more
as an arl form™.

David Lucas, M of Ocean Sound
felt that lislepers would only tune
in if they liked the suund of the
station, and that meant familiarity.

Tin Blackmwre put forward the
notion Lbat Brilains place in Vorld
Nusic, and the bigh esteem in which
it was obviously held was due to the

type of radio we have had {in the
past, ie with Do commercial
pressures

Just as we were all dozing off
Julian Speer of AZK lit the fuse
again claloing that a few statiuns
wire “prugressively progranaing more




—| HOW RADIO

=

album;:; but 30 % of singles sales are
12 ioch singles yet were bardly
played. BBC Radio Two is just passive
entertainment, a channel for Mums and
Dads and certainly not for record
buyers (who the hell fs it buys those
Des O'Connor and Roger Vhittaker
records then, Julian?) I love that
singles chart, fits got vitality and
its exciting; without it this business
would be ever so dull.” he
enthused.He was supported by a lol of
applause - notably froam DJs and record
cumpany people. 3

The Prograsme Orgsniser fros BBC
Radio Derby, FKick Villmott made the
mout surprising suggestion for Lhe
wuccess of the single when he put
forward his theory that a pile of ten
album; was far bheavier to carry than
ten singles, which understandably was
m:t with cries of derision. He claimd
bis building was not large ecough to
store all those albums in, but said
age had little to do with single or
album as some delegates had suggested.
His station targets 35 tu 95 year olds
as its audience but plays msinly
singles.

In reply to Josathan Norrish (CBS
Records) questioned why there couldn't
be an album show om Radio One obn a
Sunday morning. Tim Blackmure
suggested it was because there wasa't
enuugh dramatic movement in that chart
to make {t excitiang .

RELAX - 1 VALK THE LISE

After lunch & panel of four sade
several points un censorship for music
op radio, with particular reference to
the ‘'Vashington Vives' campaign ino the
USA for records to carry warning
stickers warning prospective buyers bf
explicit lyric comtent.’

Tony Hale and Tim Blackmore, both
former Heads of music at Capital,
Radic One's Stuart Grundy and Stuart
Cosgrove of the HKE led the
discussions.

Stuart Grundy began by describinyg
the activities of the BBCs ‘Dance
msr.ic policy commitltec' which was

responsible  for restraining the
Corpurations programm:rs from July
1942 oopwards. He stressed that the

BBC 1library was not the most
comprehensive library as many
beljeved, for instance it does not
contain the miny ‘MNelodisc’ risque-

reggae item, spd  the coomittee |
banped such delights as Kac The
Knife, and the Coasters ‘Charlie
Brown', although on many occasions it
‘was difficulties nis-undgrstanding
American slang that led to the
dreaded sticher stupping sirplay.

Fros 1961 the comnitiee becam:
known as the Popular MNusic Policy
Comnittee, or PNPC, until Nay 64 when
it handed such decisions Lo
individual producers. “"There is ac
list of 'banned’ records at the BBC,*
said Stuart, "it's left entirely .t
each prouducers discretion.”

The other Stuart, (Kr Cosgrove of
the BXE) then told how he'd
infiltrated the PNRC (Parents Music
Resource Centre) in Vashington, which
is largely run by the wives of
various Seaators, notably Nrs Tip
Guer, and Mrs Baker to find out why
they were attempting to stop
offensive lyrics being used in rock.

Stuart said we are now in a mom:nt

of moralism, and that there was
substantial internal pressure on
broadcasters for whoa morals were

raising substantial probless.

He claimed that the m:in reasun
for the Tube being taken uff by Tyne-
Tees TV wus intervention at Cabimet
level, snd that in general the 1980s
were signalling the end for Freedum
of speech in broadcasting. 1o
addition he was pleased that "Its no
longer acceptable for broadcasters or

publishers to perpetuate images
which degrade wom:n®

Ap excerpt fror a recent Tony
Blackburn progremm: oo BBC Radio

London was read from the stage. 1°'11
repeat il for i{ts entertajiunm:nt value
as wany of us who 1live in the
provinces get little enough
titilaivion on our radios:
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"I've bad enough of you Nary
Vhitehouse clones. Just remeamber,
this is PG radio. I'm sal here in my
stockings and suspenders. If you domn't
like sex, just grab hold of your knob
and tupe in to Radio One - they need
more listeners like you."

Tony Hale, now an fndependent
producer said he was ‘agalnst
censorship on lyrical content, as

being a radiv producer does not
qualify one tu be a censor'.

Peuple tune in for the sound
content, not the lyrics."All you've
got tu do is play a happy tfune.
Forget the wourds, ©becsuse to the
listener its just the one Lhat gues
dum-tidve-ti-dun”

Roger Day, Lhat boring msn from
Invicta Radio again (his wurds, and on
this occasion | cannol agree wilth hia)
said that be told his Dis tu never use
language which they wouldn'l like used
in  their froat roum at bhome:, because
thats where you were in the
listeners hom:, be it the bedroum or
the bathroon.

He bad bannerd the MAN TG NA¥ siugle
because it had the wurd TITS very
clearly in it, 'TITS an' a Gee-String'
or som:thiag, but Jay Crawford
interjected a little later to put bhim
right. Kis Radlo Forth had been
playing it for ages, and he said the
word was TIPS in a Gee-siring, thus
emphasizing that a lot of what were
deem:d smitty lyrics were only in
peoples minds. .

Jay continved "Nost people just
let the words go right over Lheir
heads, they dont want to wunderstand
any dubious hidden meanings.® On the
subject of allowing Jimmy Sommerville
of the Communards on air to discuss
sexual perversions and usiag explicit
words Jay said that he probably would
permit this, but that the IBA bhad
never issved any guldelines on that so
far.

Excerpts froom lan Duty's °'Few
Buuls and Panties’ album remi nded
Dave Ravern of bhis BF8S programm:
“Second Stag® which alrs in  tbhe
graveyard shift and on Royal FBavy

closed circuit stations, probably the
only station to bave ever ajred such.
Daved suggested that this type of
audience wnas yet another form of
ethnic radio that "bad found a place
for all that kind of stuff, at a time
when “the brigadiers wife is not
likely to be listening." He wenl on
to say “The only people who Ltune in
do so for that surt of stuff- they

‘hnuw where to find it®

Radio One's Johnuy Beerliog said
his slalion was "a lot more free
Lthan we ever were. Ve hire young
contract producers, who are ordinary
m:mbers of the public before they
juin us. "

Former Capital and Radio One man
Aiden Day agreed with Jobnny, *There
is cleariy an attraction in sumething
seen Lu b illegal ur paughty. Some
years agu Lthe IBA  stopped e
piaylisting the Sex Pistols 'God Save
the Queen' whilst T thought it a very
0K record. The fullow up, 'Holidays
in the Bun’ was nut anywhere near so
suitable yel the IB4 had no
objections. Peuple such as Lthe
Vashinglon Vives are nuwhere near so
in touch as are Music Producers®

BBC Radiu London 'Biack Londoners'
presenter  Alex Pascall quoted the
¥ighty Sparrows assertion, “The Vice
is all in Your head®, with which many

agreed.
There followed a session by
Chuarlie Gillett on Braver

Broadcasting, new music , and so on,
and then Paul Gambaccini interviewed
Cliff Richard, and the floor put
questions, abuut Cliffs experiences
of Nusic Radio policy

He tendered S0 very
controversial ideas, from the tongue
in cheek plea for preferential
trealment to lambasting Radio One's
record choice.

o e eeiima
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WORLD DJ
CONVENTION

The Vorld DJ Convention is an
anpual event organised by the D.X.C. -
an international association of
professional DJs run by Tony Prince.

The convention, at The Landon
Hippodrom: on Sunday Narch 8, was
spread ovvedr two days Lhls year, and
culminated in the finals of the Vourlds
Kaster Nixing juck competition at the
Royal Albert Hull in London at which
many radio stations, both BBC and ILR
took boxes for their DJ teams.

The part of the prougramme of most
interest tu the several hundred radio
Jucks present however is always the
'Radio Debate’, which took place on
Sunday teatime at the Hippodrome.

Chairing the debate was Radio Oue
and BBC Radio London's Rubbie Vincent,
a fair arbitrator and expert al
drawing out the countroversial points.

His panel coumprised Paul Rusling
(the Radio Bditor of the monthly NIX-
NAG and veteran of a number of radio
statiuns), Mark Fisher, -the Labour
party's spokesman on Broadcasting,
Chris Carey - with experience of many
radio stations including Radio

Caroline, Luxembourg, and his own super
pirate Radio Nova, Broadcast magazines
Bick Higham and Roger Gale, forserly
of Radio’'s Caroline, Scotland and 270
and the only DJ ever to become an NP
and now a senior Conservative Party
spokesman on broadcasting.

Nany points were mnde by all

panelists. Paul Ruslings impassioned
plea that the authorities should
finally allow the proliferation of

radio stations bringing a wild round
of cheering froms the six hundred or sd
assembled audience. :

Kot all the panelists welcomed the
Green Paper unreservedly; Fick Higham
was concerned the UK would follow the
French example where the 1500 or so
stations bad all grouped into just a
few powerful pelworks. Mark Fisher
did not approve of a few station

operators only being in radio to buy
a brand new Porsche!

Vhen Robbie Vincent asked for a a
hand-show of how many would like to
present their own radio programme
almost a half responded positively.
A round of questions from the floor
all seemed to be from London pirate
jocks who were concerned that no-one
seemed to recugnise just how much a
public service they offer.

FLUIFEFE AWARD

A reception hosted by BBC Radio 2
was held in the MNusic Box at the
Ruyal Festival Hall on the South Bank
on Tuesday Narch 17th.

About 70 representatives from
several ILR , stations and the BBC
attended and were welcomed by Bryant
Marriott, the controller of Radio
Two. After Peter Skellern perform:d
several nuabers on a broken piano
(no sustaining pedal!)Derek Jameson
entertainingly harangued the audience
asking "Just what is this radio game
all about, and why am I on it?" Like
all of us he couldn't answer it, and
instead treated us to his own views
of the medium , and his Radio 2
colleagues in  particular  before
welcoming on stage the prettiest
presenter present, Gloria Hunniford.

Glorias role was to announce the
Radio Academys' new award for the
Nost Outstanding Contribution - to
British Nusic Radio. To suitably

surprise the recipient, a 1956
recording of him singing
'Unforgettable’ was played, and a

dazed and dumbfounded Alan Freeman
was applauded forward to be the
subject of a mini 'This is Your Life'
tribute, which Gloria bhandled
extremely well.

Some very early commercials Fluff
recurded in Australia were rolled
out, as he turned away, wept and
banged his head against the wall,
then followed a rare Light Programme
recording of his introduction to
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David Jacobs

Britains 1llisteners by
(also present and highly amused). Som:

very skilled editing then married
one of bis sixties chart run-downs
with the same thing from bis programss:
on Capital Radio last week ( all over
the ‘Siga of the Swinging Cymbal® of
course) , and finally Peter Brice, the
Commercial Director of Fergusou (who
were generously sponsoring  the Radlu
Academy's 3rd Nusic Radio Cunference)

presented  Alan  wilh Lhe  gulden
microphone award.
Alan was very touched tu be so

highly Lboughl of ULy bhis colleagues
and cuntemporaries, he wos warmly
congratulated by Radio One Chief
Johnny Beerling anmd 1°'ve au dusbi thal

ihe Lrophy nuw has prise place in bis
Do
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The Governmeat's Terriluclal 3uea
Bill bas received its firsl teading in
the Houuse of Cumson:s after  passing
through three readings iu Llbe Lord's.

However, speculation that the Bill,
designed to extend United Kingdom
Terrilorfail Vaters from the preseni 3-
paulical miles o twelve, wan &
masure Lo prevent commerciai radio
broadcaute. frum Lhe (Principaiily ufi
Senland, and Lo mske Lbe cexisliog
of fshore radio ships move further way
from the UK coastline, - have been
somewhat dashed by a spokessan from
the Foreign & Cosmonwealth Department.

The Foreign and Cosmonwealth office
claim that the legislation {s being
introduced to briang this country into
line with one hundred other nations or
states which either alreday have
exlended their own waters to 12-miles,
who inlend to do so (as parl of a
propusal in tbe Law of Lhe Sea
Coanference which Britain bhas ant
signed yell, or land-luched Slates
which agiee wilh baviny wider
territorial seas.

The Guveromenl iteifeves Lhal Dby
extending the Territorial Seas,

Britain will be able to take more
action against ships which discharge
0il and cause pollution. It will also
allow thbe authurittes to implement
tbe ‘rules of the road' (shipping
lane conduct] in such busy places as
the English Channel. Customs officers
will also be assisted in their task
of catching smuggiers.
BRC ITTGURIEES UP

Audiencwe figutes for BBC Radio,
fur the fourth quarter of 1986, show
that 39 millin peuple lislen to som
radio dur ing Lhe sverage week :

The munl popular station is BBC
Radiu One, reaching a weekiy Llulai of
i7-millious.

The Llutai audience for ail B3G
setvices is sume 33 million

NtOW SAT.ESsSs OF

Fivcadiily Radio, Nanchester, bas
teamed up with the Nedia Sales Bureau
to form a npew sales operation four
independent Radiu.

The new company is calied Sound
Advertising Sales [SAS]. The Chairman
of SAS is Bruce Kathews.

The company bas stated it wishes
to help push cossercial radio's
annual advertising revenue up f{rom
the present 1.8% to around 3.5% by
1990.

SAS says it will mainly reach this
goal by pulling in more local sales
reveonue. )

IMFORTANT NOTICE

UNTIL NKV ARRANGENENITS HAVE
BEEN NADE, NAIL FOR THE
ASSOCIATICE FOR  BROADCASTIRG
DEVELOPMEST [ ABD] SHOULD BFR

SENT VIA NOw KADI(O NEVSLFTTER.
ADDRVES YOUR MAIL:
ABD
/{0 WOW RADIO
7O BOX 45
KETTERI KRG
NORTHAMPTORSHIRE
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AROUNID THE
CILLOCK FOR RTE
RADIO

RTE Radio 2 will broadcast 24
hours—per-day from the end of MNay
having received approval from the
States Communications Ninistry.

Radio na Gaeltachta and the RTE
Cork local radio service have also
been given permission to extend their
bours of broadcasting.

The Ninistry also gave its approval
for an extension to RTE's, FA3 service
of serious music and drama.

DEIL.AY SOUGHT

Capital Cities/ABC has ashked the
Federsl Communications Commission for
an extension of the deadline by which

it must sell: seven of {ts radio
stations.

Regulations prohibit the Jjoint-
ownership of radio and television

stations in the same market but the
FCC has indicated that it may cosnsider
relaxing these rules for AN stations
which are facing strong competition
from FN'ers.

Capital Cities/ABC must sell four
AN stations and three FX'ers and bhas
asked for the deadline for the sale of
these stations to be deferred in the
light of a possible change 'in the FCC
regulations.

VIACOM POST

Villiam Figenshu has been named as
Vice-President of the Viacor Broadcast
Group .and President of Viacom Radio.
Viacon Radio operates eight
stations in Few York, Chicago,
Vashington DC, Pasadena-Houston and
Kenphis.

RELAXED AUSSIE
RULES

The Australian Government bhas
simplified the procedures for the
awarding of new commrcial radio
licences in country areas. The reason
is to allow development in this area
as fast as possible.

Neanwhile, the cities of Geelong,
the Gold Coast, Gosford and
Shepparton are also to be covered by
four new FN permits.

There is to be an inquiry to
decide whether new licences might be

viable for the MNoree and Alice.
Springs districts.
NEWS?
PHONE (053€) 51 44 37
NG¥ RADIC NEWSLETTER
SPECIAIL EVENT

RADIO FOR

COIL.CHESTER
Britain's second Conmnminity Radio
experiment wunder a Home Office
Special Event licence will take to
the air this summertime in
Colchester.

Castle Radio aims to provide a
service receivable in Castle Park,
Colchester during June.

Castle Radio was one of the
Community Radio applicant groups for
the licences which were to have beén
issued by the Home Office last year.

The group still intends to provide
a community radio service under the
new conditions which have been
outlined in the recently published
Green Paper.

The first community radio station

to broadcast vunder a Home Office
Special Event licence was Radio
Thamesmead.

Radio Thamesmead broadcast last

year. It
operaion.

Both stations are menbers of the
Community Radio Assoclation.

—

is normslly a cable radio

———
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INDIKE
BY SRI1

REQUIT.ST
I.ANKANS

Sri Lanka's Iodependent Television
Fetwork [(ITK] has applied for a
licence to operate a limited

commercial radio service.

ITF way they waunt to launch an FK
service during the bours when the
frequencies are not in use for tv
transmissions.

The company says it hopes to be
able to increase its revenues by the
introduction of the additional radio
service.

RADIO PIONEER

DEAD
Britt Vadner, the Swedish
commercial radio piooeer, died Friday

Marchk 13, 1987 at her hume in Bastad,
in the South of Sweden. She was 72.

Her initfial iovolvement in
broadcasting came in the production of
experimental Swedish-language
programm:s which were broadcast by the
Danisb-owned Radio Kercur.

The success of these: programm:s
lead her to purchase the vessel Cheeta
1 when il was put up for sale by the
Nercur  ourganisation. That was 1o
February 1962.

Radio Syd went oa the air and
within a short period of time becam: a
household nam: with millions of people
in Swede»

Despite the introduction of anti

of fshore radio legislation, Radio Syd
continved to broadcast. Krs Vadner was
sent to jail several times. Such was

ber personal devotion to the ideal of
Radio Syd she continved to ouperate the
station - indeed from ber prison cell
when she was detained by the Swedish
authorities. .

lo time the Cheeta 2 came up for
sale from the Kercur organisation and
again it was tu become homebase for
Radio Syd.

Early 1966 saw Nrs Vadner offer ber
ship to Ronan O'Rahilly when Radio
Caroline South, aboard the wmv Xi
Amigo, was washed aground at Holland-

on-sea, Bssex. Radio Syd had beeo
forced of{ tbe air by beavy pack-ice
in ber normal aochorage off MKalms,
Soutbern Sweden.

O'Rabilly accepted ¥rs Vadoper's
offer and Caroline South was able to
return to the air mich faster than
bad originally thought. It allowed
Caroline to send the NXi Amigo to
Holland where a brand-new 50kV
Continental Electronics transmitter
was installed. 3

On completion of ber duty for the
Caroline organistaion, Cheeta 2, was
taken to Harwich and offered for
sale. The Admiralty Karshal pinned a
writ on the vessel and she was
detained for a while. This dida't
stop several offers being considered,
including one project which may have
resulted in Radio 390 opening up a
station for the Forth of England
aboard the ship.

At the end of the day the ship was
taken by Nrs Vadpner to Gambia - a
popular tourist centre for many
thousands of Scandinavians.

Radio Syd recomm:nced broadcasting
from the harbour of the Gambian
capital, and provided programm:s in
the local languages, English, Swedish
and Dauish.

Radio Syd moved ashore to
landbased studios in time and the
ship was sold for use as a floating
restaurant. in tim: the then

unseaworthy vessel was abundoned in
Banjul bharbour.
Britt Vadoer retired in 1980,

tbhough Radio Syd continues to provide
its services to The Gambia to tbhis
day aond proves to be a popular
attraction for bundreds of radio
enthusiasts frow all over the wurld.
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CRA MEETING

Around sixty mmbers  of the
Conounity Radio Assucialion, from as
far afield as Edioburgh and Bristol,
mt {n Llandudno, Forth Vales, over
the weekend of 14/15th Karch.

Discussion centered on the
Government‘s Green Paper and how to
respond to it.

Kuch concern was expressed that the
Green  Paper did not seek to
distinguish coamunity radio (as the
CRA deffnes it) from Small Business
Radio. They felt that overall the
Green Paper seemed to concentrate too
much on the natfonsl commercisal radio

issue.
However, it was agreed that the
Green Paper did not exclude the

possibility of CRA-type statives.

4 timetable Wwas worked out for
reponding to the Paper and the main
points which it “was agreed should be
raised with the Home Office included
the fact that members were unanimous
that the IBA should not run Community
Radio. Feither did they wish to see
the Cabl Authority oversee -1t. The CRA
again spoke of a pew and seperale body

which {t says could be called The
Comm:nity and Special Broadcasting
Agency. g

They saw the new radio authority
then dealing with commercial local
radio and the BBC coontisuing to
oversee {ts own operations.

The CRA members present also
thought there should only be one
authority to issue frequencies, as
opposed to haviag two (the BBC and a
new radio authority) to issue
frequencies.

The clause {n the Green Paper on
public body funding has also drawn
concern from the CRA and this was
another of the issues discussed at the
North Vales' meeting. The Association
feels that unless the legisation {is
carefully amended financial assistance
from such as the Kanpower Services
Conrmission would not be possible for
future local broadcasters.

THINKING IL.OCAIL

Responding to crticisms  that
Independent Radfio only reached 45% of
the population, Terry Bale, Chief
Executive of Broadcast Karketinog
Services ([BKS] told the recent
meeling of the Kedia Circle, *The
actual buying process is local.*

He said that radio 1is wmost
effective as a local medium and it
really was about tim: that
advertisers realised its poLe'ntial to
achieve npational aims uat a local
level.

Bate told the meeting that every

product or manufacturer bhas 1local
differences which cannot be
identified in national petwork
campaigns.

Re said "“At the lacal leve], radio
bas the power to change hearts, minds
and buying power...*

He also claimed that, with the
exception of the five biggest
comm:rcial stations in the IR systen,
local afirtime was often sold for
double the rate being charged - to
aational clients. He claised this was
an endorsem:nt of coummercial radio's
sales power.

CAPITAL
COMEBACK

Capital has bit back at claims

that advertising clients do not
listen to radio.

A survey, conducted last
October/Bovember, osnly just released

following the claim made at the Kedia
Circle's recent conference, shows
that 60% of senior advertising agency
and advertising personnel {in the
London region listen to Capital.

BEEB #2

For the record, Nr John: Birt has
joined the BBC as Deputy Director
General.

He joined the BBC after 22 years
in comm:rcial television.
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ROSS
APPOINTMENT

Robin Ross 1s leaving Red Rose
Radio (Prestos] to Jjoin Piccadilly
Radio as their new Head of Music.

Ross, prior tc Red Rose, where bhe
was most recently midday programme
host, was with Radio Caroline.

o e — e e ———

The quote to end all quotes for
this issue of the newsletter has to be
one from one of the very, very senior
chaps {rom the Independent
Broadcasting Authority at a receant do
in London town. ¥e would not like to
say who it was, but the statement,
made, wa understand, in’ complete
confidence to a friend was, "I thfnk
the IBA s on {t's way out of
radfo...I'm looking for a new fob....*

Bruce Hathews, former head of
Rupert MNurdoch's News International,
is not only heading (as Chairman] the
new venture of Piccadilly Radio and
Kedia Sales Bureau, Sound -Advertising
Services [SAs] but be's heading a new
company which {is looking at was
certain Australian companies can
invest. in UK businesses. One of those
companies bas a cool A$20-plus at its

_ disposal!.....

Talking of SAS [and isn‘t everyone
this week?!] they will be selling both
airtime on radio ard newspaper space
as special joint-packages.....

And more from 5AS [where they're
looking for a MNanaging Directorl}
Piccadilly has a ' 267 stake in the

company....

Despite the. negative commonts from
some quarters, it appears that the
breakaway SIRS [Scottish & Irish Rafo
Sales] is doing well. Revenuve on
stations served is .up thirty percent
in the first two months of this new
year, cospared to the sams perfod last
year. 4

Neanwhile, County Sound, down in
Guildford, says it has seen national
sales up by around 50%, for the
period covering October -~ December.
They°re now being repped by that
London station, Capital.....

victim of the JICRAR results and
the special reports contained in this
issue, is our L.A. man, Dan O'Day. He
will be back, with another
interesting article, 1n the npext
issue. Sti{ll, we bave more than a
page of radio news for you, don6t

A brief susmary of some of the
news from the radio world can be
heard from 2pm Saturday until Sam
Nonday by calling our ¥OV RADIO
NEVSLINE on [0536] 51 44 37. You can
also leave wmessages and reports
during that time, at the end of the
bulletin. Otherwise, give us a call
in office hours - and many an evening
on the same nusber.....

Radio Caroline engineers have
sorted out most of the ‘splattering*
problems with their signal on 558 _
after various requests from a number
of quarters. Vell done, lads!.....

Could soon be one, maybe two, new
radio services coming from the =m.v.
Communicator, home of Laser Hot Hits!
Vatch this space, as they say'.....

Any DJs fancy a year working
commercial radio in Thafiland? Great
money on offer. Call us for details.
12-month tax-free contracts on offer.
Daily 3-bhour airshifts.....

2CR, Bournmemouth has a vacancy for
a Traffic Kanager.....

Radio Tees {s 1looking for a
Presenter..... 2

Ve're back in a fortoight! Any
suggestions, contributions, renewed
subscriptions, stories about a
Chiltern/Saxon link welcomed!!!
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