
NOW RADIO 
EVERY FORTNIGHT 

ISSUE  #  27 

L E F .E 1-  F O R 

M A%--7.!S INJ E 
E L_ Pet-A N CI-1 

NOY RADIO 
EXCLUSIVE 

LASER HOT HITS 576  is set  to 
return  to  the  air  bigger  and 
better  than  ever  before, 
according  to station sources  in 

the last few days. 
A massive  injection  of  more 

than  52  million  will  see  the 
station  back  on  the  air  from 
the  my  Communicator,  anchored 
in  International  Waters  of  the 
Southern North Sea, 

SECOND SERVICE 

The  two  million  dollar  cash 
injection will  also result  in a 

new,  second  AM  service 
broadcasting  to  the  United 
Kingdom  from  the  radio-ship  - 
and the most  likely format will 

be Solid Gold, 

TOWER 

Engineering  staff  have  been 
commissioned  to  rebuilt  the 
stations  antenna  system, 
incorporating  a  diplexer  unit 
to  allow  the  transmission  of 
two  AM  signals  through  the  one 

aerial system. 
They  will  also  work  on both 

the.  25,000  Watt  CSI  AM 
transmitters  to  put  both 
stations on the air with full-

MAY  19,  1987 

power and highly marketable signals. 

ADVERTISING 

[he - new backing also brings with 
it  a  full  package  of  lucrative 

advertising and sponsorship deals - 
believed to be the biggest offered to 
an offshore radio station since  the 
closure of WONDERFUL RADIO LONDON in 

August 1967, 

AIR DATE 

A full [rev is aboard t-e :sntroversisl 

7AJ10  shiP,  but  IX.Is  have  peen  gi+en 
shoreleave. 'It's pointless tree icing stuck 
on the ship when there :s no proadtastini 
going on.. but they will be back shortly and 
preparing for a most evciting phase not only 
in this particular station's history - but in 
the  entire  history  of  offshore  commercial 

said a LASER source. 
No date has been set  for the stations 

return to the air, but engineering teams haoe 
been told  that  they  should carry out  the 
required work and get the station on-air as 

soot As possible. 

POSITIVE 

the  breakthrough  in arranging  the  new 
financial backing for the relaunch came after 
several  weeks  of  speculation  about  the 

stations future. 
It resulted from damage caused by winter 

storms and the collapse of the antenna system 
vlich  forced  the  station  down  to  *inlays 

transmitter power and thus lover ratings and 
poorer  advertising  revenue  than  had  been 

projected. 
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:NOW. 
MARI NE  OFFENCES  CASES 

ADJOURNED 

The  trial  of  a number  of  people 
alledged  to  have  been  involved  with 

the offshore radio station LASER 558 
at  Sheerness  Magistrates  Court  has 

been adjourned until June 12th. 
This  was  the  outcome  of  a short 

hearing on Friday morning. May 15th. 

TERRI TORI AL  SEA  ACT 

The  announcement  of  the  General 

Election  has  resulted  in  the 
Territorial Sea Bill  being given its 
final reading and the Royal Assent. 

On Thursday the Bill was given its 

report stage and  final  reading  in a 
rush  to  get  through  as  much  new 

legislation  as  passible  before  the 
Parliamentary session came to a close. 

On Friday  the Bill  received Royal 
Assent.  There  are  now  certain 
procedures which will automatically be 
carried out, including the publication 
of an Order in Council. 

The Foreign  Pm Commonwealth Office 
told 10V RADIO that this would mean a 
few  weeks  until  the  Act  can  be 
enforced. 

The  Territorial  Sea  Act  (1987) 
extends  United  Kingdom  territorial 
waters from the present 3-mile  limit 

to 12-miles. 
Vhilst  introduced to bring the UK 

into  line  with  more  than  a hundred 
other  countries  and  states,  and  to 
strengthen  action  against  smugglers 
and those who cause pollution at sea, 
it will have an effect on the existing 
and  proposed  operations  of  offshore 
radio stations. 

The  new  12-mile  limit  will  force 
RADIO CAROLIIE and LASER HOT BITS to 
move  their  vessels  further  out  into 
more unprotected waters of  the North 
Sea.  At  present  they  are  protected 
from all but Iorth-easterly gales by 
sandbanks. 

Whether  the  new UI  12-mile  limit 

will deter  the  backers of  new radio 
operations  from  SHALAND  is  most 

unlikely. 

RADi0 SEALAN') wiil  bioad,r-A  from 
the former WW2 fGrt, originally known 

4 ,  Rough Tower, off iLirwich, and now 
claimed by ROY A JOAN BATES and their 
family  as  the  Principality  of 

SEALAID. 
Whilst recognition is not required 

by  any  new  state,  the  UK  might 
attempt to extend its new territorial 
waters into those claimed by SEALAID. 

This  could  result  in  action  being 
Laken in the International Court. 

However,  sources close to one of 

the  prospective  operators  of  RADIO 
SEALA1D have claimed the station will 
be broadcasting 'sooner,  rather than 
later'. 

S O V E R EI G N  T E S T S 

Test transmissions have begun for 
RADIO  SOVERRIGI  -  the  solid  gold 
format  station  -  on  transmitters 

located in Ireland. 
The station should broadcast 6am - 

6pm seven-days-per-week on  1521  kHz, 

6240 kHz and FM locally. 
The name of the station Programme 

Director  and  the  DJ  team  will  be 
announced in about a fortnight. 

B A T H  R A DI O 

The City of Bath will have its own 
commercial  radio  station  from  6am 
this coming Friday (Ray 22) when CYR 
RA010 starts its new service which it 

says  is  the  result  of  'six  months 
secret planning between GVE RADIO and 

the IBA.' 
GVR RADIO BATH will  broadcast on 

103 MHz FM Stereo.  A request by Will 

for an MI transmitter and a different 
call-sign were both rejected by the 

IBA. 
DAVID PREVER, who joined GVR from 

PORTRAITS 96,  will host the stations 
daily am drive show, M AX. The show 
1.111  run  3-hours.  The  rest  of  the 
time programmes of CYR RADIO will be 

heard on the channel. 
For the first  two weeks FESTIVAL 

CITY RADIO,  will operate in parallel 
with GWR RADIO BATH, providing up to 
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4 programmes per  week day with output 

geared to the 38th Bath  International 

Festival.  Up-to-date venue and ticket 

information  will  be  given  visiting 
stars  like  Fascinating  Aida,  The 

King's  Singers,  Tony  Hart,  Ronnie 

Scott  and  Sir  Geraint  Evans  will  be 
interviewed.  BOB  HARRISON  and  PAUL 

RILEY  will  be  the  services  regular 
presenters.  Programmes  for  FESTIVAL 

CITY  RADIO  will  come  from  their 

studios  in  Bristol  and  the  West 
Building Society office,  Wood Street, 
Bath.  Bristol  and  West  Matrix  Cash 

Card  is sponsoring  the service which 

will  go  on  air  each  day  at  8.30am, 

11.30am, 5.30pm and llpm. 

E A T O N  A T  O C E A N 

NOV  RADIO  Contributor  PAUL EASTON 

is  joining the Southampton/Portsmouth 
IR station OCEAN SOUND as presenter of 

their  new  Saturday  lunchtime  show, 

from this weekend, May 23rd. 

However,  Paul  won't  be  'giving up 
the  day  job'  as  Production  Manager 

with LBC RADIO.  'Luckily I live close 

to the A3,  GO  it's a very easy run to 
the station's studios near Fareham.' 

T A L K S  G O  O N 

The  continuing  dispute  at 

LBC/IRN...NUJ/ACT1  negotiators  went 

back to ACAS on Friday (May 15th) for 
further talks... 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

BRADLEY ALLEN, of Whitstable, Kent wrote: 

'It's  really great being a subscriber  to 

NOW RADIO. 

So  such  inforsation  on  a varied  radio 
industry. I certainly look forward to receiving 

your publication through the post,' 

JOHN MacLE00, of Inverness, Scotland said: 

'You have sy  congratulations on  the NOW 

RADIO NEWSLINE;  please keep up the excellent 

work„,' 

OPENINGS 

Vacancies  are  listed  free-of-
charge  by  NOW  RADIO  NEWSLETTER.  If 

you have an opening which you would 
like  listed,  please send details  in 
writing,  to  Openings,  NOW  'RADIO 
NEWSLETTER,  PO  Box  45,  Kettering, 

Northamptonshire, N116 ONV   

RADIO  FREE  EUROPE/RADIO  LIBERTY, 
the American radio stations based in 

Munich,  have  a vacancy  for  a RADIO 

PROGRAMME  ANALYST  to  review, 
summarise,  analyze and translate its 

own  programming  from  the  Kazak  and 

other Turkic Central Asian languages 

(Uzbek,  Kighiz,  Turkmen,  Tatar-

°Bashkir,  Azeri)  into  English. 

Position  requires  applicants  to  be 

fluent  in  the  Kazak,  at  least  one 

other  Turkic  language  and  English 

plus knowlegde of Soviet and Central 

Asian  history  and  affairs.  Written 

applications should be sent to RFE/RL 
Inc., 

Oettingenstr. 

22   

Personalabtei lung, 

67,  8000  Munich, 

VALVORTH  &  AYLESBURY  COMMUNITY 
ARTS TRUST have vacancies for 2 FULL-

TIME RADIO PROJECT WORKERS  (at least 

one of  whom should  have engineering 

skills).  Telephone (01) 701 7413 for 
more  information  and  an  application  I 

form.  Closing date  for applications: 

29th May  1987.  Salary £9,755.52  per 

annum   

RADIO AI RS,  Leeds,  has an opening 
for an experienced JOURNALIST (JLR1). 

Write to John Shires  (Head of News), 

Radio  Aire,  51  Burley  Road,  Leeds, 
LS3 1LR   

RADIO CITY is looking for a SALES 
MANAGER.  They're offering a salary of 
between £25,000 - £30,000 . Write in 

confidence to Terry D Smith, Managing 
Director,  Radi  City,  PO  Box  194, 

Liverpool, L69 1LD   
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L B C/ I R N  D I S P U T R 

cnurImuEs 

LBC/11211  staff  have  refused  to 
accept  management  proposals  for  29 
redundancies - voting 62 to 14 against 
the proposal  put  to  :be latest round 
of  meetings  involving  unions  and 
management at the Lordon station. 

The WUJ has claimed the company is 
heading for its biggeEt profit in its 
14-year  history  - whilst  management, 
headed  by  the  Australian  owners, 
Darling Downs TV Pty,  are seeking to 
axe  one-fifth  of  the  workforce  and 

offering  a  pay  den)  of  3  %  on 
salaries,  4.5% for new technology and 
a cash payment for allowances and the 
introduction of new work practices. 

The company says thAt 29 Jobs must 
go  to  mnke  LBC,  and  its subsidiary, 
IRN,  more  profitable.  However,  the 
Union attacks this saying that in the 
first  six  months  of  the  current 
financial  year,  the  company  has 
already  uncle  nearly  three  times  the 
operating profit it had projected for 
the whole year. 

The  Chairmen  of  DAPLIIG  DOYIS TV 
Pty,  DAVID  HATIES,  is  reported  in 

Australian press as saying that early 
results from their UK investments have 
been  outstanding  and  LBC  -has 
outperformed the rest of the industry 
in  revenue  growth  for  the  past  few 
months  and  the  high  rate  of  return 
warrants  additional  commitment  to 
resources. 

IUJ  Broadcasting  Officer,  JOHI 
FOSTER,  said:  'If  a company  inking 
this much money is allowed to get rid 
of  20%  of  its  workers,  then  the 
repercussions  for  the  entire 
broadcasting  industry  in Britain are 
horrendous.' 

O Y S T O N  T O  R E S C U E  O F 
T R O U B L E D  N E W S P A P E R 

Chairman of  RED ROSE RADIO GROUP, 
OVEI  OTSTOI,  has  loaned  a 
'significant'  num  of  money  to  the 
left-wing newspaper Sews on Sunday. 

••• ••••••• 4war 

OTSTON,  who  recently  sold  his 

chain  of  estate  agents  for 
£30,000,000 and who heads the growing 
RED  ROSE  operation,  lent  the  money 

without  any  conditions  ahead  of  a 

meeting  to  be  held  today  (Tuesday) 
where a major rescue operation will 
be  discussed with  the  Board of  the 
'paper. 

The  newspaper  has  failed  to  bit 

circulation predictions. 

I B A  A P P OI N T M E N T S 

The  Home  Secretary,  the  Rt  Hon 

DOUGLAS HURD CBE,  Ml',  has appointed 
LADY  POPPLEVELL,  SIR  AITHOIT 
JOLLIFFE,  PROl.h /R  J. F.  (SEAI) 
FULTON  and  Ni  RAIJ1T  SONDHI  to  be 
members of the IBA.  PROFESSOR FULT01 
has been appointed as the member for 
lorthern  Ireland.  The  appointments 
Are for five years. 

LADY POPPLEYELL has been a member 
of  Buckingham County  Council  and  a 

Chairman  of  the  County  Education 
Committee.  She was a member of  the 
School  Curriculum  Development 

Connittee  (1983-5)  and  has  been  a 
Magistrate  since  1968.  She  was  a 
Member of  the  Board  of  Visitors at 

Aylesbury Prison 1976 - 81. 
SIR ANTHOIT JOLLIFFE  is Chairman 

of Valker Greenbank plc and has also 
been Chairman of the City of London 

Business in the Community since 1986 
and President of  the London Chamber 
of  Commerce  since  1985.  Be  was 

Sheriff,  City of London 1980-81 and 
Lord Mayor of London 1982-83. He is a 
Governor  of  Nencap  City  Foundation 
and President of the British Home and 

Hospital for Incurables. 
PRO MSOR FULT01 is a director of 

the School of Education of the Quen's 

University of Belfast. He is Chairman 
of  the  BBC  Schools  Broadcasting 
Council  lorthern  Ireland  Committee, 
of which be has been a member mince 
1978, and is also the Chairman of the 

Public  Service  Training  Council  in 

Iorthru Ireland. 
RAIJIT SOIDHI  studied science at 

Birmingham University and graduated 
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with  Fir,t  Cia.,  Honoul,..  in 
Theor,!tical  Physic,..  He  WA',  the 

founds!r  4nd  Firtit  Director  of  the 
Asian  Resource  Centre  in  Handsworth 
and  is  a member  of  the  Prince  of 
Vales'  Jubilee Trust.  He is currently 
a senior  lecturer  in Social  Sciences 
at Vesthill College, Birmingham. 

The appointments are part-time. The 

annual  salary for National Members is 
I6,510 and that for Members is £4,340 
per annum. 

D E A T H  O F  R A DI O 
S C O T L A N D  H E A D 

Head  of  BBC  RADIO SCOTLAND,  STAN 
TAILOR,  died  Monday  May  4,  aged 55, 
after a short illness. 

He  has  been  mourned  as  a 'true 
servant  of  public  service 

broadcasting'. 
A former Editor, BBC Radio News, be 

was  responsible  for  introducing  the 
BBC's  longest  national  and 
International  news  bulletin  - RADIO 
FOUR's Six O'Clock News.  He was also 

responsible  for  installing the  BBC's 
first  ever  reporters  in  Peking  and 

Warsaw. 
STAN  TAILOR  also  introduced 

Regional  Correspondents  around 

Britain. 
Four  years ago he  became bead of 

RADIO SCOTLAND and was responsible for 

strengthening  the  service,  winning 
larger than ever ratings and taking a 
number of prestigious awards. 

He  originally  Joined  the  BBC  in 
1959 as a sub-editor in the External 
Services.  Later  he  became  Assistant 

Editor. 
He  was  made  Deputy  Editor,  BBC 

Radio News,  in 1970,  becoming Editor 

in 1978. 
PATRICK CHALMERS, Controller of BBC 

SCOTLAID, said: He was a man of great 
skill  and  wise  judgement,  a  fine 
editor and a true servant  of public 

service broadcasting.' 
'Stan's  most  outstanding 

characteristic  wes  his  sense  of 

fairness and Justice.' 

J U LI A  I S  N E W 
R R Ef-3E N T E R 

JULIA  SHAY,  a producer/presenter 
with  BBC  RADIO NEWCASTLE,  has been 
chosen  to  present  the  new  regular 
North  East  edition  of  RADIO FOUR'S 
Woman's Hour. 

The  programme  will  come  from 
Newcastle each fifth Friday - Friday 
being  the  traditional  day  the 
programme  is  broadcast  from  the 
regions. 

JULIA SHAY Joined RADIO WEVCASTLE 
in  1979  following  three  years  at 
RADIO CLEVELAND. 

She was nominated last year for a 
SONY award for a feature on The Tall 
Ships Race. 

R A DI O  N E W S 

D E V E L O P M E N T S 

The  new Director  General  of  the 
BBC,  MICHAEL CHECKLAID,  is planning 
to totally overhaul and up-date. the 
Corporations news operations. 

The news and current affairs unit 

will be based at one new major centre 

in a building next to the Television 
Centre.  Journalists  will  compile 
material  for  both  radio  and 
television. 

At  present  Current  Affairs 

Journalists are based at Lime Grove, 
News  Journalists are  based  in Lime 

Grove  and  Radio  Journalists  are 
located at Broadcasting House in the 
Vest End. 

A G R E E ME N T  R E A C H E D 

Journalists at RADIO MERCURY have 

reached  a  local  agreement  with 
management  and  scrapped  their  NUJ - 

AIRC arrangement. 
Other  stations  that  have  agreed 

new  local  terms  include  PICCADILLY 

RADIO,  SVAISEA  SOUND,  RADIO  CITY, 
2CR,  LOVITOVN  RADIO,  MORAY  FIRTH 
RADIO and 'FORTH SOUID RADIO. 

The new agreements will still be 
vetted at national  level by the NUJ 
to make sure they are not downgraded. 
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LOOSE ENDS •-• ••• 

One  of  the  really  frustrating 
things about  this job is discovering 
that  after  we've  printed  the 
newsletter, we discover that something 

important  has  been  left  out!  Last 
issue  we  printed  a picture  on  the 
front  cover,  and  forgot  to tell  you 
that  it  was  actually  JOHN  THOMPSON, 

CBE, who has just retired from the IBA 
where he was DIRECTOR OF RADIO since 

1972   

Talking  about  JOE'  THOMPSON...dld 
you hear about the Programme Director 
who  met  LORD  THORSON  of  NONIFIETH 
(Chairman  of  the  IBA  -  and  not 
related!) and who mistook him for the 
outgoing Director of Radio??!! "I hope 

that you enjoy your retirement..* said 
the poor Progrnmser , 

All this Nerger and Takeover Mania 
is getting real Cloak & Dagger stuff, 
isn't it?!  It's also causing concern 

for staff at a number of stations who 
really don't know what to think about 
their  future  prospects.  Imagine  the 
horror  of  staff  at  a  North-East 
station when they heard that a secret 
meeting had been planned for fork with 
a senior figure from a growing radio 
group  in  Torkshire.  As  it  hmppens, 
that particular meeting was called-off 
at  the  last  minute.  Why?  Who  knows! 
Maybe because the 'secret' meeting was 
not much of a secret any longer   

BBC RADIO SESSET (nee BRIGHTON) has 
given the order of The Boot to veteran 
broadcaster JOE1 HUTT.  John,  who has 
been at the station since Marconi was 

playing  around  with  his  kites,  said 
farewell to his audience to the Early 
Bird  Show  by  saying  'Due  to 
circumstances beyond my control  this 
is  to  be  the  final  edition  of  the 
Early  Bird  Show."  Vain  attempts  by 
listeners to keep bouncing John on the 
air  failed - though one  punter even 

wrote to The Prime Xinister asking her 
to  intervene!  Bosses  at  the  south 
coast statation blamed the removal of 

JOHN  HENTT's  programme  on 

'economics'.  Meanwhile  John says  it 
won't  be  long  before  he  is  heard 

again on the air on the station, but 

later in the day   

OK!  The  last  issue  we  reported 
that amongst the stations not hit by 
DTI  'raids'  was  Will.. .now  we  know 
they  were  hit...leaving  JBC  (in 

Brent....) untouched   

New pirate station in Birmingham, 
SECOID CITY RADIO hit  twice  in  one 
rimy by the DTI  last weekend.  Seemed 
they went back on the air a bit to 
quickly after their first raid   

Further to the news report,  to be 
found  elsewhere,  about  the  Irish 

Government  planning  to  introduce 
legislation to officially restructure 
all non-RTE radio,  we've spoken to a 
couple of stations now who actually 
doubt whether the proposed Bill will 

go  through.  After all,  no Bill  has 
made it in the last ten years, so it 

would  be  a  surprise,  wouldn't 
it."  At  least  the  present 
Government is pro-free enterprise and 

against  RTE  keeping  hold  of  a 
monopoly,  so it would appear almost 
certain that rather than go through 
with a lengthy and costly process of 

establishing  a  new  body  to  seek 
franchise  operators,  giving  the 
existing stations licences is by far 
the best move.  And they know that to 
close  down  the  sn-popular  stations 

would create a public outcry   

When we explained  to our man  in 

Los  Angeles  that  meny  Ill  stations 
were  taking  an  American  Countdown 

produced  in  Xancbester,  when  they 
could  have  taken  CASEY  KASEX's 
AXERICAI TOP  40  or SCOTT SHATIOI's 

ROCIII' AMERICA TOP 30 COUTTDOVN both 
produced in the USA with professonale 
and no clicks and clunks - be just 
sat  back  in  him  chair,  rocked and 

laughed  his  head  off!  Veil, 

wouldn't you?   
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'NOW  RADI O  NEWSLETTER 
r”ak es  the  foll owi ng 

speci al  off er  to 

SUBSCRI BERS..  ..Send  us 
Just  ES  and  Coe  will 
send  to  you  the 
foll owi ng  items: -

1  Copy  'THE  PI RATES  WHO 
WAI VE  THE  RULES'  by  JAY 
JACKSON 

1  Copy  'REFLECTI ONS  - 
THE  RADI O  SOVEREI GN 
STORY'  [Part  One] 

1  Copy 
featuri ng 
RADI O 

air check s 
ji ngl es, 
news 

deej aYs. 
1983 

C60  Cassette 
SOLI D  GOLD 

SOVEREI GN 
incl udi ng 

C ommerci al s, 
bull eti ns, 

psa' s  etc  from 

pl us  1  Copy  of  our 
speci al  reproduc ti on  of 
RADI O  NEWS  fr om  earl y 
1967  wi th  items  of  news 
featuri ng  Car oli ne 
South/North,  Wonderf ul 

Radi o  London,  Essex 
Radi o/BBMS,  Radi o  Ci ty, 
Bri tai n  Radi o/355, 
Radi o  390,  Radi o  270 
and  Radi o  Sc otl and „, 

Send  for  your  speci al 
pack age' , Mail  £5  to: 

SUMMER  OFFER  (NR] 
PO  BOX  45 
KETTERI NG 
NORTHANTS 
NN1 6  ONW 

CHEQUES RAMBLE: 'NOY R4010' 

D U B LI N 
3LJ P E R S T A TI O N  ' P O R 

S A L E' 

Dublin's IRG-103 has been offered 
for  sale  for  $600,000  as  a going 

concern,  with  no  debts  and  good 
ratings figures. 

The CHR for ted station arose out 
of  the former RADIO KOVA,  which was 
established by CHRIS CART. 

P O W E R  S T RI K E  O V E R 
I N  I R E L A N D 

The strike by workers of HSB,  the 
Irish electricity supply service,  is 
over and the country's commercial and 
community  broadcasters  have  managed 
to  return  to  providing  a  full 
service. 

"[any  stations  were  hit  by  the 
power  cuts  caused  by  the  strike  - 
though some  were able  to return to 
the  air  using  emergency  stand-by 
generators. 

L A W  T H R E A T  T O 
I RI S H  P RI V A T E 

S T A TI O N S 

The  Irish  Government  plans  to 
introduce new legislation to outlaw 
pirate  broadcasting  - by  the  year 
end. 

The new Bill will seek to organise 
all  non-RTH broadcasting after many 
years  of  a more-or-less  'free-for-
all' situation. 

RAT  BURKE,  the  new Minister  for 
Communications, said the Bill will be 
"a no-nonsense" affair. 

It  is  thought  that  some  of  the 
conmercial and community stations now 

on the air will be licensed - though 
stations similar to IRG-103 may not. 

"Certainly stations such  as BLS, 
SUNSHINE 103,  BOTIESIDE and CAROUSEL 
should find themselves legitimate by 
the early part of the new year...if 
the legislation finally gets through 

the Dail." said our Dublin reporter. 
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C A PI T A L  P R()1 , 1T  1J1' 

The recently floated CAPITAL RADIO 
mnde  hnlf-yenrly  profits  of 
£1,536,000,  an increase of 86 percent 

over the same period last year. 
It  is  the  f'.rst  result  from  the 

station  since  roating  on  the Stock 
Market during February. 

C O U N T Y  H I T S  A T 
G R E E N  P A P E R 

Guildford, Surrey-based independent 
local radio station,  CO M! SOUID has 
attacked the Green Paper on the future 
of sound broadcasting developments in 
the United Kingdom. 

The  station  says  there  is  no 
evidence  of  a demend  for  a national 
commercial  radio service,  and  if  it 
was  introduced,  it  would  derange 
existing  commercial  stations, 
particularly in rural areas. 

COUNT/  also  gave  its  support  for 
the IIDEPFIDEIT BROADCASTING AUTHORITY 
to  remain  as  regylator  of  non-BBC 
radio in the UK. 

Furthermore  COUNTY  SOUID  claims 
that 1LR as it is now will die - and 
the  number  of  broadcasters  and 
Journalists  employed  in  sound  radio 
will be greatly reduced. 

°WITT  SOUID also  tells  the  Hone 

Office 'There is virtually no genuine 
public  lobby  whatsover...'  for 

Community Radio. 
The  submission  alledges  the 

introduction  of  only  one  national 
commercial  station  will  have  a 
drametic  impact  on  advertising 
revenues  and  audiences  for  stations 

now broadcasting.  It states that local 
radio stations,  in a bid to survive, 
would  introduce  drastic  cost-cutting 
and abandon local news and information 

from programming. 
Top-40 or Oldies for ts would be 

the stations to survive according to 
the COUNT/ SOUID report. 

The station also wants IBA rentals 
and Cpyright payments reduced as part 

of the system's development. 

IBA  HEAD  REPLI ES  TO 

NOW  RADI O  QUESTI ONS 
ON  INDEPENDENT 

RADI O 

PAUL  BROWN,  the  IBA's  Head  of 
Radio Programming,  has replied to a 
series  of  questions  posed  by  NOV 

RADIO IEWSLETTER. 
Ve asked whether the IBA might be 

concerned  that  several  IR  stations 
have, or are planning to reduce their 

speech and/or information output and 

were  planning,  or already,  carrying 
more music output. 

BROVI  said:  The  IBA  encourages 
ILR  stations  constantly  to  refine 
content  and  schedules  so  that 
information and  music output  rennin 
lively  and  entertaining.  Any 

economies of spoken style may allow 
more  music  but  do  not  necessarily 
reduce  ILR'n  commitment  to  local 
involvement and informetion. 

NOV  RADIO asked  the  IBA  whether 
they were agreeing to a reduction in 
Local  Sews  services  offered  by  a 
number of stations.  In particular we 
mentioned the examples of ESSEI RADIO 

and M UTH RADIO. 
In reply,  PAUL BROVI told us: 'Ve 

still  await  PERI M  RADIO's 

proposals. The IBA has approved ESSEX 
RADIO's new schedule. This involves a 
shortening of the early evening news 
magazine  from  30  minutes  to  15 

minutes.  However,  with  a  greater 

concentration  of  bulletins  at  peak 
listening  times,  and sore extensive 
coverage  at  weekends,  there  is  no 

significant  net  reduction  in  news 

output.  Rather,  it  seems  better 
adapted  to  listeners'  needs  and 

availability. 
On the subject of Specialist Music 

stations,  as  proposed  in  the Green 
Paper on  the  future  of  Radio,  PAUL 
BROVI had a comment to make following 

a couple  of  items  carried  by  JOY 

RADIO IEVSLETTER: 
"March  .tth's. JOY  RADIO  quotes 

LAVRE7C1 HALLETT as saying that the 
IBA  'will  not  accept  the  need  for 
stations devoted to Specialist 
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• Ytit, repodtmd this myth in your 

toy a).  The  IBA  has  always  been 

,ommitted  to  Specialist  Music  and 

entirely  appreciates  that  listeners 
will enjoy reliable services catering 
more specifically for their individual 
tastes.  Ve  point  to  Copyright 
difficulties  and  seek  to  have  these 
reduced  and  we  stand  for  the  swift 
introduction  of  new  services  as 
frequencies  become  available.  For 
practical reasons we are, -ho wever,  in 

favour  of  a  controlled  explosion 
rather than a Big Bang. 

Further  to  PAUL  BROVN's  comments, 
we  feel  that  it  is  important  to 
mention a few facts... 

The Governeent's Green Paper on the 
future  of  Radio  was  a  discussion 
document.  It was a series of proposals 
and  suggestios  for  possible  future 
avenues  for  our  industry  to  take. 

Members of  the  Industry,  the  public, 
etc,  were  invited  to  submit  their 

reaction and suggestions by June 30th. 
Though the Green Paper proposed a good 
degree  of  deregulation  it  was  not 
suggesting that the existing stations 
could  go  ahead  with  what  is 
effectively  deregulation  ahead  of 

regulation  through  legislation.  But, 
whilst the Green Paper was still hot 
off  the press,  a number of  stations 
operating  under  IBA  franchise  have 
already  imposed  rather  sweeping 

changes  which  tend  to  do  away  with 
much of the public service comeittment 

to  which  they  have  signed contracts 
with the IBA to provide. 

A part  of  the  reason  that  so w 
stations have managed to drop so much 
public  service  programming  may  be 
because  station  heads  are  convinced 

that  the  IBA  will  not  be  the 
regulatory body responsible  for  non-
BBC radio in the future - and the fact 
that the IBA may be allowing stations 
to  'get  away'  with  dropping  their 
community involvement in an effort to 

win favour with stations,  in the hope 
that they, as a collective,  will push 
the Hone Office and Government to keep 
the  IBA as controlling body for all 
non-BBC radio services. 

A study by NOV RADIO reporters has 
shown  that  across  the  country 
stations have dropped speech content 
and instructed broadcasters to 'play 
sure music'. 

At  the same  time we  have people 
like  RON  COLES,  himself  managing 
director of RADIO TRENT / LEICESTER 
SOUND saying that there should be a 
long  gap  between  deregulation  of 
Independent  Radio  stations  already 
broadcasting and the introduction of 
any new services.  He wants time for 
his  stations,  and  others  under  the 
IBA system, time to 'fatten-up'... 

The  IR stations have  had a good 
year,  and  think  that  if  they  are 
allowed  the  freedom  from  any  new 
services for a few years,  they will 
be  strong  enough  to  survive.  The 
truth  is,  in  so me  important  cases, 

there are  IR station owners who do 
not want to see any new services, and 
that if there are to be new services, 
they  want  a 'piece of  the  action'. 
RED ROSE RADIO and RADIO CLYDE are 
amongst  the  companies  which  have 
already stated  in  public  that  they 
want to be 'involved' with what they 
term Community Radio. 

Despite PAUL BRO W saying that the 
IBA  'has  always  been  committed  to 
specialist music' we should be warned 
by  the  comments  of  another  of  his 
colleagues at the IBA who has stated 
that  the  IBA  might  go  as  far  as 

agreeing  with  Ileighbourhood  Radio, 
but they would want to draw the line 
at  specialist  music  stations  which 
might want to provide a format which 
would bite into the audience figures 
of its existing franchise-holders. 

The  IBA  and  the  management  of 
Independent  Radio stations must  not 
get  the  impression  that  we  at  10V 
RADIO are anti-IBA or anti-IR. Ye are 
certainly  not!  Indeed  our  team  of 
reporters  include  many  who  work  in 
the  industry - and  many within the 
commercial  radio  sector.  Yee,  we 
could  be  regarded  as  people always 

'sticking our necks out' and being a 
little  too outspoken for so me.  But, 
as a cross-
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section  of  broadcasters,  we  truly 
represent  the  views  of  many,  many 
people.  Our  readership also consists 
of,  not  Just  broadcasters,  but 
listeners and people who hope one day 
to become  the  few Entrants  into  the 

sound broadcasting industry. Ye listen 
to and  reflect  the  views  of  a very 
large number of people. 

Vben we complain that  IR stations 
have done-away with their committment 
to public service broadcadking, we say 
sO because this view originated from a 
number  of  commercial  stations.  From 
both  broadcasters,  administration 
staff, sales people and, believe it or 
not, some management... 

If anyone wants to say 'All's fair 
in Love and Var...' Let's draw up some 
good,  fair  rules  for  the 
battle...let's not see one side being 
given  unfair  advantages  over  the 
weaker  side.  The  weaker  side:  the 
prospective  New  Entrants,  are  not 
allowed on the air.  Those already on 
the air are sneaking ahead Just like 
some crazy soldier about  to stab an 
unarmed civilian in the back... 

Finally,  let's  all  be  very  much 
warned by PAUL BROVE's statement which 
claims that the IBA is in favour of 'A 
controlled explosion rather than a big 
bang.'  The  IBA  has  been  claiming 
recently  it  has  always  believed  in 
community radio,  it can and does offer 
a  economic  service  to  franchise-
holders and would be the best body to 
oversee all non-BBC radio, rather than 
either  the Cable  Authority or a new 
body which might be established. Veil, 
perhaps  they  do  believe  that  a 26% 
reduction  in  transmitter  rental  can 
win  them  overall  support  from  the 
whole industry.  Truth is,  it has not. 
Nor  will  they  win  support  when  one 
minute they talk of looser controls on 
contractors when the next they speak 
of  the  need  for  controls  over 
programming. 

The Green Paper has reflected the 
Rome Office belief that there are many 
prospective New Entrants out there who 
do not need a whole string of people 

with titles like Director of Radio, 

Heed of  radio Programme:F., and  penple 

to  advise  them  on  Religious 
Prgramming, Educational Output and so 

on  Those  New  Entrants  are  adult 
enough to formulate programmign which 
they feel worthwhile offering to the 
listeners.  Like  the  publisher  of  a 
ne•spaper or magazine, they will seek 
to  offer  something  of  interest  - 
whether  for  a mass  audience  or  a 

swell section of a community. They do 
not  need  a  wet  nurse...The  Bove 

Office understands this - GO  why not 
certain others? 

Vhat on earth is Er BRO M the IBA 
or commercial stations worried about? 
Commercial  businesses  having  to 

operate commercially?! 
As always,  the pages of ICY RADIO 

are available as a platform to all - 
and that includes PAUL BRO W to come 
back and really put us in the picture 
about the true situation. 

R O B BI E' S  s ulv s mI w n 
I s  N U M B E R  o m n! 

In  a  major  audience  survey  of 
radio listening habits in the Dublin 
area,  ROBBIE ROBIISOI's su m's 101 
has cone out as the station with the 
biggest weekly share of listening. 

In a survey of 12 - 49 year-old's 

4E% of Dubliners tune to SU1SEITE - 
nearly twice as many patrons as RTE 
RADIO 2 attracts during the average 

seven day period. 
Second most popular is RTE RADIO 

OYE with 44%,  it was followed by Q102 
with 27%, RIB RADIO TVO with 25%, ERG 
103 on 20%, ITT2 with 10% and one of 
the  newest  stations  in  the  highly 
competitive market, HEARTBEAT FE with 

9%. 
BBC  RADIO  attracts  6  percent 

weekly reach and other stations pull 

four per cent. 
80  per  cent  of  Dublin  residents 

1:sten to the radio once a week at 

least. 
The latest research was conducted 

by  Vilton  Research  and  Earketing 

L mited. 
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G O M M E RC:I A L  R A DI O 

R E V E N U E  U P 

A G AI N 

Independent  radio  advertising 

revenue for the first 6 months of the 
current financial year was up by 20.4% 
on the sane period last year. 

Between October  1986 - Harsh 1987 
commercial  radio  stations  operating 
under  IBA-franchise  received 
L44,560,577  from  local  and  national 
airtime sales for spot commercials and 
sponsored output. 

The  first  quarter  rise,  which 
annunted to 22.6% has been followed by 

a further rise (17.7%) for the January 
- /larch  period  - bringing  In  so me 
L19,313,936. 

February  saw  the  most  dra matic 
increase - when figures were up 26.4% 

ever £6.0 millions. 
GEOFF  MOFFATT,  Chief  Executive of 

he  RADIO  MARKETING  BUREAU,  said: 
'Thin  continuing  outstanding 

performance,  particularly  in  a 
traditionally quiet period and without 
a  major  one-off  campaign  like  the 
British Gas floatation, indicates that 
Independent  Radio  is appealing  to a 
broadening  base  of  advertisers  who 
recognise  the  tremendous  value  the 
medium delivers.* 

April and May should see the upward 
trend continue,  according to current 

indications. 

B M S  S A L E S  F I G U R E S 
S H O W  A M A Z I N G 

I N C R E A S E 

The big surge forward by BIS,  the 
sales  house  which  represents  18  UK 
commercial stations, has been credited 
entirely to the efforts of TERRY BATH 
and the team which HMS Chairman, TERRY 
nmITH describes as 'first class.' 

'They have been a breath of fresh 
air  for  the  Industry  and  they  are 

putting enormous effort and style into 
their sales campaigns. Future bookings 
suggest that the boom will continue 

over the next six months, at least.' 
he said. 

National sales of airtime for EMS 
stations  in  the half  year  to March 

31st showed an increase on average of 
32.4% to £3,82 million. 

The  biggest  gains went  to METRO 
RADIO with an increase of 80%, RADIO 
MERCURY with 76% and RADIO CITY with 
50%. 

Ironically  one  of  the  larger 
increases  of  54%  was  shown  by 
Vrexhamrbased MARCHER SOUND which has 
since left BIS. 

I R  B O S S  C O L E S 
W A N T S 

' M O T H E R  H E N' 
P O LI C Y 

RON  COLES,  managing  director  of 
independent radio stations TRENT and 
LEICESTER SOUND and Chairman of the 
ASSOCIATION  OF  INDEPENDENT  RADIO 
CONTRACTORS  wants  the  existing  IR 
stations to become Mother Hen figures 
looking  after  the  interests  of 
prospective Sew Entrants. 

He claims that Community Radio, as 
proposed  by  the  Green  Paper,  means 
simply  more  ILR  stations  and  not 
community  radio  as  understood  by 
either  the  COMMUNITY  RADIO 
ASSOCIATION or the BBC. 

He has spoken of the need for any 

community stations to be established 
'in  association'  with  existing 
commercial  radio  stations  on  a 
'Chicks and Mother Hen' arrangement. 

He thought that the few Entrants 
would sot be able to provide a full 
schedule and would be best off taking 
a  sustaining  service  from  their 
Mother Hen ILR station. 

HASTE 

RON COLES also said that the AIRC 
would fight a bitter war to keep hold 
of all of their existing frequencies. 
He  said  it  would  be  a  'terrible 
waste'  to  take  away  one  of  the 
existing stations frequencies without 
giving thee an opportunity to show 
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what  they  could  provide  by offering 
Split-frequency programming. 

B L A C K M O R E  I S  R A DI O 
A C A D E M Y  D I R E C T O R 

TIM BLACKMORE has been officially 
named  as  the  first  Director  of  THE 
RADIO ACADEMY.  The Academy,  with more 
than  six  hundred  members,  organises 
the annual Radio Festival and a number 
of special  meetings.  conferences and 
programming seminars. 

BLACKMORE,  who  began  his  career 
with  RADIO  ONE,  worked  at  CAPITAL 
RADIO  until  1982  as  Head  of 
Programmes. He has mode programmes for 
radio  at  home  and  abroad  since  and 
manages  the  careers  of  two  CAPITAL 
RADIO DJs. 

His position will be part-time and 
he will be based in London, working in 
co-operation with the RADIO ACADEMY's 
administrator MAURER) VIIIALL,  who is 
based in Bristol, Avon. 

Radio Consultant BLACKMORE was also 
the academy's Deputy Chairman. 

He  will  be  responsible  for 
arranging  financing  for  the 
organisation  and  developing  the 
movements role as a major  forum for 
debating the  future of  radio  in  the 
United Kingdom. 

OFF  ORE RADIO 
D U T C H  W A N T  C A S H 
O V E R  P I R A T E  S HI P 

The  fatherland's-based 
representative  for  Panlieve  SA,  the 
company which  owns  the  former  radio 
ship,  Magda  Maria,  is  pressing  the 

Ministry of Justice  for compensation 
for 'loss of earnings'. 

The  ship,  which  was  Panamanian-

registered,  but arrested on the High 
Seas by the Dutch Navy and taken into 

a  Dutch  port,  had  been  test-
broadcasting as RADIO PARADIJS. 

The Dutch authorities weretaken to 
Court  where  the  action  was declared 
unlawful.  The Dutch Telecommuncatione 
Department were then ordered to return 

equipment, including the vessel, to 

the owners. 
Now the agent for the owners wants 

a  cash  award  wade  for  loss  of 
earnings  by  the  Panamanian 

corporation  -  earnings  from  the 
operation of an offshore commercial 

radio station. The vessel may also be 
soon put up for sale. 

However,  whether  it will  be sold 
as  a  'going-concern'  or  a freight 
ship,  or perhaps for scrap,  has not 
yet  been decided.  The vessel  is in 

poor  condition  and  much  equipment 
aboard  has  been  either  dameged  or 

stolen. 

UT DTI VISIT 

At  least three officers from the 
Department of Trade and  Industry in 
London  have  visited  the  radio-ship 
Magda Maria  in port in Amsterdam to 
inspect the vessel. 

Their visit to the ship followed 
some press reports that the ship may 

leave  Holland  for  International 
Vaters where it would be offered for 
sale as an operational radio ship. 

The DTI officers also had meetings 
in Holland with Dutch PTT officials 
over  the  operations  of  RADIO 

CAROLINE, MINI M and LASER HOT HITS 

576 in that part of Europe. 
They  are  also  talking  with 

officials  in Belgium and  France as 

part of their action. 

U. S.  P R O O R A M M B 
O P E R A TI O N  I N VI T E D 

I N  O N  O F F S H O R E 
D E A L 

The  United  States  syndicated 
programming format service THE MUSIC 
OF YOUR LIFE has been approached by 
potential  operators  of  an  offshore 
commercial radio station from aboard 
the ship, Ragme n, in what is thought 
could be a last-ditch attempt to get 

the statioa on the air. 
Al. HAM's MUSIC OF TOUR LIFE was 

approached  for  a  deal  with  RADIO 
CAROLINE when it planned to return in 
1981. That particular deal, arranged 
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t,y  Mew  York-bw.ed  RADIO  SALES 
INTERRATI MIAL director VINCENT MONSEY 

fell  through when  the station failei 
to  get  on  the  air  when  originally 
planned. 

Lawyers  for  the  U.S.  corporation 
are  now  drawing  up  plans  to  see 
whether offering their services via an 
offshore  radio  station,  in  Europe, 

could be carried out without breaking 

any lawn in operation at the time. 
The  MUSIC OF  YOUR  LIFE  format  is 

based  on  Middle  of  the  Road  music 
including the likes of Nat Xing Cole, 
Perry Como, Sinatra, etc. 

The  NV  /Fennell  was  originally 
supposed  to  house  a station  to  be 
known  as  STEREO  HITS  576.  Poor 

menagement,  under-financing  and  poor 
quality equipment has hit the project 
from the begining. 

At  one  stage  London  record  firms 
were paying up-front for plug records, 
even when the ship was still  in port 
in Santander, Northern Spain. 

A rate card was published and sales 
operation  started.  However,  a  key-
figure,  who had been involved in the 
original launch of Laser-558, departed 
the project and further set-backs were 

to follow. 
Several  Dutch  groups,  as well  as 

one  based  in  the  UK,  have  been 
involved  in  negotiations  for  leasing 
the ve nal.  One plan,  detailed in NOV 
RADIO a few issues ago,  fell  through 
when cash failed to appear. 

M O NI QI U E  —  M O R E 
R E C O R D E D  P R O G R A M M E S 

RADIO  MONIQUE  has  moved  to  more 
pre-recorded  programnIng  -  now 
amounting  to as  much as 90% of  the 

total daily output. 
News,  weather  and  travel 

Information  is  now  the  main  work 

conducted by the team of three Dutch 
announcers  working  for  the  station 
aboard  the  Ross  Revenge,  which  also 

houses RADIO CAROLINE. 
Ws  record  programnes  which  are 

officially  destined  for  any  station 
which contracts to purchase them for 

airing - including potential stations 
in  Belgium,  Holland,  etc.  They  are 
produced in Hilversum, Holland. 

One  MONIQUE  staffer  told  NOV 
RADIO:  *We're  much happier now that 
we can do our programmes and be with 

our families at the same time. It was 
causing  a lot  of  friction  when  we 
were apart for long periods of time. 
Now  everyone  is  happier,  and  the 
station is sounding much better than 
for a long time.* 

RADIO MONIQUE,  together with  the 
sale  of airtime  in  the evenings on 
CAROLINE (VIEVPOIIT 963) to Religious 
organisations and the like brings in 
the operation from the Ross Revenge 
enough to keep it on the air. 

R E D  R O S E  A L L O W 
D E S WI C K  B A C K  O N 

A I R 

RED  ROSE  RADIO  has  given  ALAN 
BESVICK  his  dmily  programme  back 
following  an  incident  where 
'offensive'  language was allowed on-
air during his controversial call-in 
programme  on  the  Preston commercial 
station. 

The station's Program me Director, 
MIKE  HEIFIELD  claims  BESVICX 
submitted an apology to the station 
and  after  talks  with  the  IBA  the 
programme was resumed last week - but 
with firm controls on calls and a ban 
on offensive language. 

The station had conducted a Phone 
Vote with listeners asked to call and 
register  whether  BESVICK  should  be 
given his position back. The majority 
of callers voted 'Yes' for his return 
to the station. 

38-year  old  ALAI  BESVICK  was 
suspended after a listener complained 
to  the  INDEPENDENT  BROADCASTING 
AUTHORITY over the on-air incident. 

WHEN  YOU' VE N EWS... 

CALL  N OW RADI O 

N EWSL ETTER 

(0536)  51  44  3 7 
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- As was mentioned in a previous NOV 

RADIO  I am  currently  doing  research 

into  the  history  of  pop music  radio. 

The  result  of  this endeavour will  be 

some rather fetching letters after my 

na me  in  about  a years  time,  plus,  I 

hope,  a  book  on  the  subject 

(publishers  and  budget  willing).  The 

mein  areas  I am  looking  at  are  the 

offshore eras'  1964 - 1968 and 1970 - 

1974,  plus  a look  at  how  the  whole 

offshore radio phenomenon affected the 

BBC  an  the  setting  up  of  ILR.  In 

addition to this I'm hoping to make a 
complete  case  study  of  the  23-year 
history  of  RADIO  CAROLINE  and  also 

take a close look at forest radio - in 

particular the oldies forest.  I'm also 

going to look at the role, or should I 

say the art  form,  of  the humble disc 
Jockey.  And that brings me nicely on 

to  this  article.  What  follows  is 

really  little  more  than  a thumbnail 
sketch  of  a subject  that  you  could 

quite easily devote an entire mmgazine 

to.  The  purpose of  it  is  to clarify 
some  of  the  ideas  I have  on  what 

constitutes a good disc  Jockey.  It's 

by  no  means  the  definitive  article. 

You may agree or disagree with my ten 

choices - but read on and let's have 

some feedback. 

ALAI FREEMAN 

Ny  first  choice  way surprise  you; 

the  recently  and  deservedly  honoured 

ALAI  FREEXAN.  Still  doing  it  with a 

restricted  formet  after  all  these 
years.  I mean,  own up,  who eine could 

make  the chart rundown sound half as 

interesting?  And  he's  ben  far  more 

influential  than  you  think  -  Just 

count  the  number  of  Jocks  who 

punctuate  with  "o.k."  and  'alright!' 
without realising where  it came from. 

Those words didn't exist on the radio 

before 1962! And before I forget he's 

probably the most underrated champion 

of  what  used  to  be  known  as 
progressive  music and hard rock too. 

Alright. Stay bright! 

JINNI' SAVILLE 

If my  first choice surprised you, 

my second  will  have  you  falling off 

your  chair.  JINN/  SAVILE.  If  anyone 

ever created his own little wireless 

world  this  is  the  man.  From  his 

dftncehall days to his Teen and Twenty 

Disc Club days right  through to his 
current  state  of  the  art  endless 

anecdotes about The King' and 'Brian 

Poole  and  them  Tress'  the  man  has 

always been a complete original.  God 
knows  what  the  Americans would make 

of his complete re-organizing of the 

English  language as it  is spoke.  On 
account  of.  All  them  years  ago. 
Howzabout we make.  Every three words. 
Sound  like  a.  Complete sentence.  He 
only sounds normal because we've got 

used  to  his.  Producer  John  Valters 
has this  theory that Saville sounds 

like  a  man  translating  everything 

into English from a phrasebook. 

KETIT EVERETT 

If you can Judge a good DJ by his 

number  of  imitators  then  M IT 
EVERETT  has  got  to  be  top  of  most 

peoples lists.  I'm not even going to 

credit the current bunch of Radio One 

and ILR poseurs who are still living 
off  his  sheer  genius.  You  know who 

they are.  They know who they are. The 

airwaves  are  awash  with  poor 

imitations  desperately  trying  to 

sound  'whacky'  and  'zany'.  Listen, 

the words were invesnted for Our Ken. 

I once saw a short TV clip of him at 

work  in  the  CAPITAL  RADIO  studios, 

doing  with  two  hands  what  most 
announcers would need five for (plus 

a producer,  of  course!)  Out  of  the 

vast array of tapes,, ingles, effects 
and  records,  and  the  seemingly 

chaotic bundle of scripts,  memos and 
ads Kenny was working mlricles.  I 
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hadn't  realirord  til  I saw that  •;1p 
what a sheer  technical  genuis he  is. 
Probably  at  his  best  in  the  13:e 

sixties  until  the  famous  sack:ig 

Incident at the BBC curbed his natu -P.1 
talents.  (After a news item about Ah?. 
Transport  Ministers wife  passing  11,Ir 

driving test Kenny innocently wondered 
if she had slipped him a fiver.) Once 
described the  move  from pirate radio 
to  the  ABC  as  'like  going  from 
'Arra n orgy straight into'a Church.' 

STUART HENRY 

Another  DJ  whose  career  was 
hindered  rather  than  helped  by  the 
Beeb was STUART HENRY.  I once  heard 
him get into a fearsone argument with 
TONY  BRANDON  on  RO M's  Roundtable 
about  the current  dire state of  pop 
MJSI C  -  this could have been 1970/71 
time.  Can  you  imagine  anything  like 

that  happening  now  in  the  age  of 
Corporation 'yes men'? On his Saturday 
morning show Stuart  used  to have an 
ecology slot  before most people knew 
what the word meant. On it he used to 

sound off about what we were doing to 
our  environment,  our  seals,  and  our 
whales.  Not exactly standard Saturday 

morining fare - and part of the reason 
why  he  didn't  stay  at  Radio  One. 
Sometimes  it  doesn't  pay  to  have 
opinions. 

After  years  in  the  LUXEMBOURG 
wilderness of fading signals and San-
pro ads Stuart cropped up very briefly 
last  summer  on Radio One sitting in 
for  JINNI  SAVILLE  at  the  Edinburgh 
Commonwealth Games.  I probably hadn't 
heard his voice on the radio for 10 
years and the shaky delivery came as a 
real  shock.  The  'awright me  friends' 
of  old  replaced  by  the  debilitating 
effects  of  Multiple  Sclerosis.  Even 
more  touching  was  his  recent  TV 
appearance  on  'Vogan',  with  wife 
011ie.  Sadly he's had to give up his 
LUXEMBOURG  programmes  but  if  his TV 
appearance  was  anything  to  go  by 
there's  life  in  the  old  boy  yet.  A 
reminder  of  times  when  DJs  had 
opinions about slightly more important 

than  whethr  .he  new  Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood G agle was rude or 
not. 

You may be gettiol the impression 
by now that I'm an u;%shamed advocate 
of  those  who  perfe. ted  their  craft 
during  UK  radios  6.1den  Age  (i.e. 

1964 - 1968), and yo., would be right. 
It's  not  Just  a simple  matter  of 

nostalgia  (although  I don't  mind 
admitting  that  come  into  it)  it's 

Just that it seems io me that people 
took more risks in those pioneering 
days and no one takos risks anymore. 
Not  in  the  current  climate  anyway. 
With the new Government proposals on 
sound broadcasting maybe a new Golden 
Age  is  just  around  the  corner. 
Maybe. 

DAN ING.ZAM 

Now an  American  ,ock  who  had  a 
phenomenal influence on British radio 
in the sixties:  BIGDAI INGRAM.  Along 
with  other  VICA  and  VABC  Goodguys 
like JACK SPECTOR,  COUSIN BRUC1E and 

GARY STEVENS,  the  B,g  Dan approach 
revolutionised format  radio  in this 
country.  DAN  INGRAM  wasn't  Just  a 
shouter. He had a quitk brain toe and 
a pioneering sense c.  radio humour, 
s.eemingly able  to  send  up ads  and 
-ecords without offending sponsors or 
firtists. We've never had than relaxed 
attitude  in  this  country  (remember 
HITT EVERETT was sacked from RADIO 
LONDON  once  for  sending  up  the 
-)mmercials) perhaps it's sympto matic 
if the way commercial radio has never 

really been given  its head  in this 
country,  or rather never been given 
the circumstances in which it could 
truly flourish - but again that's a 
story in  itself. 

So  far  I've  succeeded  in saying 
what a good DJ isn't as much as what 
a good DJ is. Good DJ's don't merely 
imitate their heroes for one  thing. 

But perhaps more important a good DJ 
doesn't  take  his  audience  for 
granted. Radio abounds with all kinds 



NOW RADIO 
of  bogus assumptions about  'what  the 

audience  wants  and  too  many  Jocks 

blindly go along with this.  I told a 

friend recently that I was thinking of 

calling  one  chapter  in  my  book  The 

Hidden  Assumptions  of  Pop  Nusic 
Radio',  to  which  he  replied  in 

disbelief,  'There's no such thing.'  I 
gave him a simple example or two; 'Why 

do  you  never  hear  Jimi  Hendrix  at 

9am?'  Because  that's  a  hidden 

assumption, and a very patronising one 

at  that,  that  the  only  people 

listening at  9am don't  want anything 
too  wild.  And  of  course  the  only 

people  listening  at  9am  are 
housewives.  Vs  know this  because 99% 

of  all  mid-morning  Jocks  still  come 
out  with  clapped  out  old  greetings 
like,  "Veil,  you've got  the kids off 

to  school.  I  expect  you're  Just 
sitting  down  with  a  cup  of  coffee 
before you start the housework.' lever 

mind the fact  that  there are over 3-
million people not working.  Never mind 

the  fact  that  65%  of  all  wives  and 

mothers work for a living,  lever mind 
the  simple  fact  that  there  are 

thousands  more  people  listening  In 

offices,  factories and shops. 

AIDT ARCHER 

Ny next  two choices go completely 
against the grain of such assumptions. 

One  is  AIDT  ARCHER,  now  working  at 

RADIO  ORWELL,  but  at  various  points 

between 1967 and 1974 holding down one 

of the finest examples of mid-morning 
programming in the DI on CAROLI1E and 

R1I.  Probably at  his best  on  RII  in 
1970 when he programmed a fine mixture 
of  the  more  orchestral  end  of 

progressive  rock  (b ody  Blues,  floe, 

etc),  hip  easy  listening  (Sergio 
lendex,  Ray Conniff,  etc),  Classy MOR 
(Shirley  Hassey,  Andy  Villiams)  and 

both  the  bright  up-tempo  end  of  the 

(50's pop  (Pet  Clark,  Dionne Varwick) 
and the close harmony and of the late 

60's/early  70's  (Association,  Crosby, 
Stills, lash & Young). Put that little 

lot together and you've got a men who 

understands the texture of programming 

and  compare  him  with  the  chief 

opposition  at  the  time,  Jimmy 

Young  well,  I rest my case. 

TUFT ALLAI 

The  other  assumption  always  made 
about  the  relationship between  Jock 
and  listener  is also one of status: 

white,  male,  and  hetrosexual  being 
the  norm  for  the  Jock.  You  will 

notice  that  there  are  no  women  in 

this list.  Given the time to develop 

any one of the Laserettes could have 

made it but sadly that's in the past 
now  and  all  we  have  are  memories. 

Again,  here as so often,  we are 30 
years bEhind the USA.  It's perfectly 
ok for a male  to go on the air and 

flirt over the phone with his femele 

listeners,  (the is your husband out? 
I'll be round later' routine) But if 

the roles were  reversed  it  would be 
all  too much  for your average mecho 

man.  It's the same syndrome as when 
women  put  up  male  pin-ups  in  the 

office  to wind  up the  men.  The  men 
usually  react  defensively  and 
abusively.  This speaks volumes about 
the inequality between the sexes and 

also  goes  a  long  way  towards 

explaining  why  there  aren't  more 

successful  felonies  Jocks  on  daytime 
radio. One DJ who never leaves anyone 

in any doubt about his sexuality  is 

TOT'! ALLEY.  A forthright spokesmen on 
gay  is sues  and  highly  regarded  by 

anyone who has ever worked with hi.. 

Tony always seemed to be audibly lift 

morale  whenever  he  made  one  of  his 
occasional visits out to the Xi Amigo 
(CAROLIIH)  in  the  1970's  with 

innovative  programming  and  fresh 

ideas.  And  wouldn't  it  be  great  to 
hear  him  out  on  the  station  right 

nom? lot for Tony the ghetto-icing of 
categories - pop music in the corner, 

soul  in  another,  alternative  in 
another.  If  they  pounded  good 

together  he  played  them  together 
which  meant, anything  from  Abbe  to 

Zappe to Edith Pita to Ike and Tina 
Turner.  And the amazing thing is it 

always worked. Like STVAIT HEIR!, who 
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..tartvd out on RADIO SCOTLAND all 

tbof.e  year,.:  ago,  Tony  has  been  a 
tireless  campaigner  for  ecological 
issues over  the  years.  He once  read 

out  over  the air a Greenpeace black 
list of companies who use whale oil in 
their products. Still going strong in 
Ireland,  flitting about  from station 

to  station.  As  one  ex-colleague  of 
Tony's  recently  told  me,  He  gets 

bored easily - he goes to a station, 
puts  it  back  on  its  feet  and  then 
moves along..'  Irelands'  gain  is our 
loss, believe me. 

Of course the big thing both Tony 
and Andy have in common is a genuine 
love and knowledge of music.  This may 
-.cies an obvious thing to say but I'm 
not sure it's a pre-requisite anymore 

for a Job in pop music radio.  I mean 
have you listened to ILR lately? Now 
I've always had a bit of a simplistic 

attitude about all this but I figured 
that if you want to be a lorry driver 
you go and get your HGV licence, and 
if you want to be a plumber you go and 
sit your City & Guilds. So if you want 
to be a DJ on the radio what would be 
wrong with sitting a test-out of 50 or 
a hundred questions on pop music.  I 
think  the  results  from so me  of  our 
current crop of radio Jocks would make 
pretty  interesting  reading.  But  I'm 
not  advocating  that  the airwaves  be 
filled  with  know-it-all's  like  MIKE 
READ,  PAUL GAMBACCIII or, God forbid, 
TIM  RICE,  as  I hope  my  next  two 
choices will prove. 

JOHN PEEL 

I'm  of  the  rather  unfashionable 
opinion that RADIO LOIDOI was actually 
at its best in the last few months of 
its  life.  Most of  the big names had 
either gone on to TV or radio pastures 
new  (PETE  BRADY,  DAVE  CASH,  TOIT 
VIIDSOR,  CHRIS  DENNING)  or  were 
getting their feet under the table at 
the Beeb in preparation for the coming 

Radio  One  (TONY  BLACIBURI,  KE W' 
EVERETT, KEITH SUES).  The effect was 
to make the station more natural 

rAunding, and a little less slick and 
Americanised.  Those who were left to 
close down the station still made up 

a pretty formidable  teas which many 
stations  would  have  been  proud  of; 

miae  like  PAUL  KATE,  NARK  ROMAN, 
ClUCK  BLAIR,  PETE  DRUMMOD,  ED 
STIVART,  TOMMY  VANCE  and  one  JOHN 
PEEL. Sending up the Top-40 for mat by 
dai and inventing English Underground 
radio  by  night  with  the  Pufumed 
Garden,  Peel  set  the  standard  for 

years to come.  Remember this is the 
man who said All You Need Is Love was 
'nl.mber infinity'  in the charts.  And 
nevir  did  a  man  have  so  many 
imitators as John did  in the early 
'70's (and not Just in radio either. 
My mis-spent youth at festivals and 
clu.)s  was  completely  infested  with 

Peel  soundalikes  drawling  away.  At 
one  time  you couldn't  move  for all 

the whispering BOB HARRIS's and the 
like,  who  thought allyou  had  to do 

was  speak  in  a dull  monotone  and 
somehow  all  those  dreadful  hairy 
groups would somehow sound better and 
you  would  sound  more  hip and  more 
prof -sand into the bargain - which was 
missing the point entirely.  Peel had 
a se-se of humour for a start,  and 
his musical tastes unlike so many of 

his  subsequent  clones  were  wide 
ranging.  He championed a lot of no-
nonesense back-to-the-roots boogie at 

one time (The Faces, Status Quo, etc) 
making his embracing of puk rock in 
1977  a  natural  progression  rather 
than  a surprise.  It  sent  all  the 

'Stairway  to  Heaven'  fans  into 
apoplexy. Never afraid to be one step 
ahead of his audience Peely is still 
at  it.  His  listeners still  seem to 
want  a  non-stop  diet  of  Smiths 
imitators.  Peel  plays  them hip-hap. 
The  only  survivor  of  RADIO  ONH's 
original  team he obviously can't go 
on  forever.  Ny guess  is  that  they 
will  eventually  put  him  out  to 
pasture  on  RADIO  FOUR  and  The  BBC 
WORLD SERVICE - where he does much of 
his best work anyway. 
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John Peel once said in an interview 

that  you  couldn't  talk  to  anyone  in 

this  business  for  more  than half-en-
hour  without  the  name  JOHNNIE VALKER 

cropping up.  Such is the high esteem 

in  which  be  is  held  by  his  fellow 

broadcasters.  This  is certainly  born 

out by the interviews I've done so far 
for my research, and the reputation is 

completely  confirmed  by,  my  recent 
meeting with the men himself.  I found 

him  to be  utterly sincere,  extremely 
helpful,  and  totally  lacking  in ego. 
He  also has  a passion  for  his craft 

which is difficult to describe in mere 
words.  Many DJs if you ask them will 

say  that  radio  is  about  one-to-one 

co munication.  You  have  an  ideal 

listener in your head and you talk to 

that person directly. I've never heard 

anyone do that better than Johnnie.  He 
has  a  completely  natural  on-air 

presence  and  personality  and  never 
sounds  like  he  is  talking  down  to 
anyone.  When  RADIO  CAROLINE  was 

outlawed  by  the  Marine  (etc) 

Broadcasting Offences Act 20 years ago 
this  August  Johnnie  entered  Into  a 
whole  new  phase.  The  relationship 
between  him  and  his  loyal  listeners 

took on a whole new intimecy.  Perhaps 

the only modern example of such a bond 
born  out  of  adversity  was  CHARLIE 

VOLF's  last  few  weeks  on  the  m.v. 

Communicator  during  Buroseign.  Once 

described  by  PONT  BLACKBURN  as 
'possibly  liking  music  too  much' 
Johnnie  has  had  more  than  his  fair 

shar of ups and downs career wise.  He 

missed the boat completely in 1978 and 

left  RADIO  ONE  and  Britain  at 

precisely  the  monent  when a stagnant 

music scene started to get interesting 

again.  After  years  in  the  radio 

wilderness he is deservedly back where 

he  belongs - doing  incidentally what 
he first wanted to do In 1976! 

The  point  I made  about  DJs  beig 

tested  on  their  knowledge  of  music, 
coupled  with  the  point  I wide  about 
British radio's golden age (i.e.  the 

1980's)  brings me nicely onto one of 
my  favourite  radio  fantasies.  A 

little  while  ago  in  the  USA  they 

started  bringing  back a lot of  the 
veteran  Jocks  from  the  fifties  and 
sixties  to  boost  the  oldies  forint; 

people  like  DICK  BIONDI,  JACK 

SPECTOR,  COUSIN  BRUCIII,etc.  The 
thinking behind  it  being  if you are 

going  to  play  oldies  you  might  as 

well  have  the  guys  hosting  these 

shows who know what they are talking 

about because they were there in the 

first  place.  low,  can  you  !Angina 

such  a  station  in  this  country? 
Staffed say by TONY BLACKBURN,  ROSKO, 

KITT  EVERETT,  DAVE  CASH,  JOHNNIE 
VALIER...Vith BLACKBURN,  TORT PRINCE 

and  CHRIS  CART  meking  an  aborted 
application for a community licence a 

while  back  mmybe  its  not  that  far 
fetched,  and  if  the  application  is 
ever reactivated after  the election, 

well things could get interesting. 

TONY BLACKBURN 

One Jock still goig strong in his 

forties and probably sounding better 

than ever Is TONY BLACKBURN. Vith his 
mid-morning  'sex  and  soul'  show on 

BBC RADIO LONDON Tony has completely 
lifted himself out of the doldrums of 
a few years beck which saw him slide 
from  RADIO  ONE  Golden  Boy  to  the 

sheer  humiliation  of  Junior  Choice. 

He has always been a firmedvocate of 
deregulation and the free market and 

unlike  sone  station  bosses  I 
couldsentton  be  doesn't  Just  rinse 

and  whine  about  unfair  competition 

from  pirates  - he  responds  to  the 
challenge.  The  way  his  present 

programme  came  about  is  a case  in 

point.  Tony would be driving around 

London  with  nothing  to  listen  to 

other than the soul pirates like JFX 

and HORIZON. Overnight be ditched his 

format and Just started playing solid 

soul  for three hours:  To its credit 
BBC  RADIO  _LOIECI  has  virtually 

rebuilt  its  daytime  sound  around 
him(and  now  calls  itatelf  London's 
Premier Soul Station, which in a bit 
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cheeky but may cause the present soul 
pirates more problems than they think 
when the community licences are dished 

out> Tony has always been proud of his 
pirate days on the original BIG L and 
can  currently  be  heard  using  those 

wonderful PANS Jingles all over again. 
He  says  flippantly  that  he  doesn't 
cnre  anymore.  So  his  programme  is 
-.aucy,  it's  titillating,  but  It's 
friendly  and  if  you  listen  closely, 

it's  all  done  with  ,humour  and 
affection  for his listening audience. 
Tony may not caret too much about the 

consequences of the odd risque Joke or 
comment,  but  he  certainly  cares  one 
hell of a lot about radio - and that's 
what counts. 

ROB CHAPMAN 
0 1987 

HD:  Well,  now  you've  rend 
what  ROB  CHAPMAN  has  to  say 

about  The  Art  of  The  DJ,  let' s 
hear your comments! 

I  know  there'll  be  some 
amongst  our  readership who will 

feel  that  Rob  is  wrong  In  his 

selection  of  a list  which  more 
or  less only comprises of names 

which  came  to  the  notice  of 
listeners during the 'sixties. 

I tend  to  agree  with  Rob's 
thinking,  however,  in  that 
there  are  few  real  broadcast 
desJays at  the moment  who stand 
out.  There  are  obviously  so w 

guys  (and  hopefully 
girls/ladies/women!)  around  who 

deserve to get a bigger hearing 
than  on  some  outback  local 
station.  Let's hear suggestions 

as  to  who  these  people  are  - 
send  us  airchecks  and  we'll 
review then. 

I do  hear  DJs  from  ti me  to 
time who are  not members of The 
Old School  - NEIL FOX  is  one  I 
would  mention  and  congratulate 
NORMAN  HILTON,  managing 

director  of  RADIO  VTVERN  for 
giving a break on that stations 
afternoon drive session.  Norman 

gave  Neil  freedom  tie develop - 
and  as  A  result  we  can  now 

enjoy  te.s  guys  talent  almost 
every  night  on  RADIO 
LUXENBOII.G.  So,  let's  say 
congrattlations  to  MAURICE and 
the  gore  in  Hertford  Street 
for taking on Foxy! 

Ye  dr  need  new, 
original  talent 
Brawidcast s-s  who 
original  thoughts 
Broadcas.ors  who 

fresh  and 
though. 

have  some 
and  ideas. 
would  be 

prepared  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted.  Maybe  it  could  be 
with a k  A of music that they 
believe  A,  or  In  a style  of 
delivery. 

For  :,.tars  almost  every 
audition  ;ape  sent  to any  ILR 

station  has  sounded  nothing 
much  more  than  a  duplication 

of  what  !a  already  being  put 
out by Lb, . station. 

I've altays thought that the 
first  fe,  seconds  of  any 
audition  • ipe  is  enough  - and 
at  least  : do  listen  to  the 

tapes  tha  come  our  way  - so 
make your 'apes stand out. 

It  is  important  that  you 
know  what  is  already  going  on 
In  the  r. dio  industry  -  as 
what  is  nit.  Believe  me,  when 
I  tell  y‘u  there  are  many 

people  on  the  air  today  who 
don't  ki, w  what  their 

competition  is  up  to  -  let 
alone  what's  on  LUXEMBOURG  at 
night!  (Dare  I say  there  are 
some  ignorant of  happenings on 

programmes  on  their  D WI 

stations   

Perhaps  it's  a case  whereby 
the  likes  of  JOHNNIE  VALKER, 
JOHN  PEEL  and  TONY  BLACKBURN 

are  really  into  radio  -  and 
know  just  how  powerful  a 
medium it really can be...they 
know  it  is  megic....and  like 
to share it with the listener. 

Out  there  I  know  there  is 
fresh  talent  Let's  hear 
about  them...nowl  HGLI 
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The  Department  of  Trade's  Radio 
Investigation  Service  conducted  113 
raids on illegal pirate radio stations 
between January 1 and March 31st. 

During the whole of the past year 
only 209 raids were conducted by the 
RIS department officials. 

There  are  sure  than  25  pirate 
stations being  logged at  the present 
time in the London area. 

As  reported  previously,  some 
observers  had  predicted  that  the 
number of raids on such stations would 
decline  following  publication of  the 
Government's Green Paper on the future 
of sound broadcasting,  which proposed 
a great degree of deregulation. 

Some  stations  have  found  the 
pressure  from  the  DTI  difficult  to 
manage.  Others  have  been  spending 
thousands  of  pounds  of  replacement 
equipment following raids. 

Radio stations broadcasting without 
a licence are liable to a fine of up 
to  £2,000  under  the  Vireless 
Telegraphy Act (1949). 

V I KI N G  M O V E S 

Veteran broadcaster KEITH SUES is 
no  longer  Programme  Controller  at 

RADIO HALLAX following a restructuring 
of the VIKING GROUP, which consists of 

HALLAX,  PENNINE  RADIO  and  Hull's 
VIKING RADIO. 

Former Managing Director of VIKING 
RADIO,  ROGER  BROOKS,  is  now  Group 
Operations  Reneger  for  the  three 

stations. His responsibilities include 
Programming and News output. 

SUES, whose career began with BEN, 
took him via offshore stations RADIO 
CAROLINE SOUTH and RADIO LONDON to the 
BBC,  had been  Programme  Director  of 
RADIO !ULLA' since it went on the air 
in 1974.  He will now be concentrating 
on  broadcasting,  where  he  will  be 
presenting a Sunday midday programme 

Whid A  will  ty,  th, 

three stations. 
BILL  MacDONALD  b.i,omos  Managing 

Director of the VIKING GROUP and MIKE 
WITHROYD, former PENNINE RADIO ND is 
now  responsible  for  marketing  and 
sales  of  the  three  stations  as 

General Manager. 
Evaluation of  the VIKING and RED 

ROSE RADIO GROUP continues ahead of a 

planned  merger  between  the  two 
groups. Details should be before both 
Boards at  the end of  the  month,  at 
which ti me further moves will be made 
to forumlate the formal merger of the 

groups into one, which would then own 
RADIO  AIRS  (Leeds),  RED  ROSE 
(Preston),  RED  DRAGON  (Cardiff), 
VIKING  RADIO  (Hull),  PENNINE  RADIO 

(Bradford),  and  RADIO  HALLAN 
(Sheffield). 

The  meetings  so  far  have  agreed 
that  BILL MacIXHIALD and DAVID RAKER 
(managing director,  RED ROSE) should 
be Joint krnaging Directors. 

VIKING, HALLAM and PENNINE are now 

simulcasting  on  all  transmitters 
between 8pm and 6am daily. 

A D D/ H O M E  O F FI C E 
M E E TI N G 

CHR:S aDREW 
Fur MOW 44010 

'Encouraging,' vas PAUL 80055 reaction to the 
ABD  meeting with  the  Home  Office  3roadcasting 
Department, held last Friday (Mir lith). 

'I feel this is a time for great °otitis:a for 
the whole range of non-86C services,' said Boon. 

'This includes not only the existing IA stations who 
will  benefit  from  the  cost-saving  cuts  in 
regulation, but also the All's He, Entrants, whether 

they be specialist )music/ethnic/language),  truly 
local services or public participative stations. 

'At last all the hocus-pocus we have all had to 
put up eith for years from such of the Establishment 
has been tempered by good old-fashioned common sense 
dui to the forthright arguments put forward by the 
Peen Paper,' 

In coniolidating its collective response to the 
6reen Paper, the Ail0 reports that radio, lite any 

other  service  industry  is  snvisged,  providing 
firstly a vide choice for listeners and also Job 
opportunities for would-be broadcasters. 



'Regretaoly, however, time is 
not  on  our  side,  continued 
GOON,  'It  looks  as  if  the 
legislative  process  mill  take 
place  in  the  1988/9 
Parliamentary term, therefore me 
need an effective  and united 
radio  'lobby'  drawing  on the 
services of those best placed to 
help our cause,' 
The AGO is nom exploring hoe 

groups  eight  best  apply  for 
licences  when  they  become 

available. One way might be to 
put the onus on applicant groups 
to apply for an area they had 
Identified, making proposals for 
the  type  of  service  to be 
provided to the 'authority', not 

unlike a retailer applying to 
the  local  authority  for 
planning permission.  PAUL BOON 
feels  this  is  one  way  of 
achieving  development  through 
incremental stages as outlined 
in the Green Pape. 

ROSE' S 
RA MBLI NGS 

I must admit that we were 
ready to commission some of 
our regular contributors to 
begin  writing' articles  on 
the demise of the offshore 
radio scene,  the impossible 
odds  against  successful 
commercial  stations 
broadcasting  from  the high 
seas and,  in particular,  a 
well-documented obitumry  to 
LASER HOT HITS 576, Ye would 
have asked them to analyse 
how  RADIO  CAROLINE  could 
survive  whilst  other 

projects arrive on the scene 
and Just flop. 

Indeed,  I myself  had 
started  talking  to  people 
who had been involved over 
the  years,  mhilst 
consideration  vas  being 
given to a main front-page 

NOWM . ,ADID 
..11 4.444.1 

,ealline and photograph-cum-

sketch of a sinking pirate 
radio vessel. 

We really did think that 
the end VAS  in sight for the 
current LASER operation. We 
knew  that  if LASER  was  a 
failure  this  time  around, 
any chance for new groups to 
obtain  any  kind  of  secure 
backing  and  also  listener 
credibility  would  be  very 
much  impossible  in  the 
future, It would be down to 
CAROLINE to continue as she 
does, alone and strong-ish, 

Then, like a bat-out-of-
hell, came the hot news that 
a massive  cash  injection, 
the  like of which has not 
been seen since the sixties, 
together  with  advertising 
contracts worth a fortune in 
offshore  radio  terms,  had 
secured  not  only 
broadcasting  for  LASER HOT 
HITS but also for a second 
station from the ship. 

Given that cash, and the 
fact that summer is here and 
engineering and repair work 
can  be  carried  out  much 
quicker. in such conditions, 
it will  not  be  too  long 
before the Thorn In The Side 
of  the  UK  landbased 

broadcasters  is once  again 
in action  and  seeking  out 
the  five  million  listeners 

it once had. 
Of  course,  and don't  I 

know it, the DTI will again 
be  seeking  to  starve  the 
station out of action, and 
we will all be warned that 
the  Marine  (etc) 
Broadcasting  Offences  Act 
((967, Your honour) is very 
much alive and being used in 
a number  of  Courts  this 
year. But, darn it,  it's a 
wireless station and if it 
gives something to listeners 
(who we are all supposed to 

be serving) what really  
wrong' I know, I know! 

He  have  been  told,  by 
certain  officials,  that  we 
do  tend  to  paint  a rosy 
picture  of  the  LASER 
operation,. .just  realise  we 
were about to write a very 
different  story., until  a 
few  rather  clever, 

enterprising and interesting 
people got together, agreed 
contracts and realised that 
a little ship, once sold for 
a sere f35,000 was worth at 
least two sillier' dollars! 

kkk 

As we head towards a much 
lighter-touch  regulation  of 
radio in the UK,  could we 
perhaps be about to see an 
end to the monopoly of IRN" 
Is  it not  wrong  that  all 
commercial  radio  stations 
HAVE  to  take  this  one 
service'  What happens  if I 
am  running  an  ILR  station 
which doesn't want to accept 
just  two  minutes  of  news 
(presented  in  more  of  a 
Daily  Mirror/Sun  formula 
than anything else)? 
Of  course  there  are 

managing  directors  of 
stations happy with the IRA 
service  the  may  it  is 
(though  many  news  editors 
are not) - so let stations 
decide, 
Please, let us have an and 

to  the  monopoly  in  news 

provision,  It will  perhaps 
do IRA a favour at the same 
time by adding the need to 
be competitive.... 

+44 

Journalists  afraid  that 
Deregulation will mean fewer 
Jobs  should  look  into  one 
New Entrant  we  know which 
will pay newsroom staff SOS 
more  than  IRN/L8C—It'll 
have a 3-mile radius' 

HGLR 

47'4. A 
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J I N G L F S/ I D   

PANS JINGLES' Yes, it  true' PArIS are 'pact in 
business with top Quality Dallas productions 
for Radio Stations and Dee-Jays, So if your 
current jingles have lost their fizz, make the 
switch to PANS today and give your station the 
slickest sound around, Sing-overs, A'Cappellas, 
Shouts, Trella Hart one-liners, Sonovox jingles 

(as used by Tony Blackburn) and more! Generic 
jingles, pre-records and collector tapes too! 
Details from PANS, 4 Hansol Road, Bex1eyheath, 
Kent, DA6 836, Tel: 01-304-8088, Please mention 
NOW RADIO when enquiring. 

B R O A D C A S T  R O UI P MEINI T 

S85  provide  a complete  range  of  broadcast 
equipment for radio stations of all sizes and 
in all markets, Full installation, design and 
back-up service by professionals.  Write  for 
free  brochure  and  price  list.  SOS,  42, 
Grenville Road, London, N19 4EN. 

AInctracKs  

SOLID  BOLD  RADIO  SOVEREIGN 11 60-minutes  on 
cassette featuring some of the top-deejays, the 
quality  jingles,  commercials,  PSA's,  news 
bulletins...Send Just fl,S0p to: Now Radio, PO 
Box 45, Kettering, NN16 ONV. 

slTunT n EQurp.m icr  

MB!  BROADCAST  SYSTEMS,  69,  Ship  Street, 
Brighton,  MI  (RE.  Telephone  (0273)  24928. 
Complete  installation  and  design  service 
available. 

Ancumvn R.E cTRDINGs  

TOWER OF POWER offer a wide and interesting 

selection of previously unavailable tapes of 
music radio in thc 60's, 70's h 80's. Send 2 x 
18p for free list. Tomer of Power Tapes, 5 
Latham  Street,  Brigstock,  Northamptonshire, 
NN14 3110, 

O-u:NET's  Send re.:uest fo, latest catalogue on 
station  letterhead or 52 to O'Liners,  1237 
Armacost  Avenue,  Suite  64,  Los  Angeles, 

California, CA 90025, USA. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  S;:Ay:AST:u; 
DEVELOPMENT offers perabersi,ip to ii; ,00tentli: 

new entrants and existing Proadcasters. Sen.: 
for free details: AeD, 79 Caling Croft, Sea 
Ash Green, Dartford, Kent, DA3 OPY. 

E_CULT-E-MI:aLT_ 

PHOENIX COMMUNICATIONS offer a complete range 
of broadcast transmitters (AM  FM), antenna 
systems,  processing  units  for  e'port. 
Installation  and Servicing  also  available 
Telephone (01) 501 1490 and (Ini out gore fro'. 

the experts 

P U B L I G A T I n ff 

REFLECTIONS - The Radio Sovereign Story (Part 
One),  covering the start-up in May 1383 of 
this unique station. Contains 24 pages (Al) 
including illustrations (rate cards, listener 

letters,  PR material,  schedules,  etc.  Send 
just El for your copy; Now Radio, PO Box 43. 
Kettering, Northants, NN16 ONW. 

V A C A N C. Y.. 

THE  VOICE  OF  PEACE  radio  station has  an 
immediate opening for an EXPERIENCED BROADCAST 

ENGINEER, Al h FM Transmitters are installed 
on the station which is located aboard the lav 
Peace,  at anchor  off  the Tel-Aviv,  Israel 
coast,  fiood  financial  arrangements offered. 
Write immediately to: The Voice of Peace, PO 
Box 4399, Tel-Aviv, Israel or telephone Now 

Radio  Communications  (United  Kingdom 
Representatives  WW)  10530  51  44  37  for 
further information. 

TO  ADVERTI SE 
IN  THI S  SECTI ON 

TELEPHONE 
0536  —  51  44  37 



G W R  R A D I O  & 

P L Y M O U T H  S O U N D  I N 

U K' S  L A T E S T  M E R G E R 

GWV RADIO and PLYMOUTH SOUND Boards 

have agreed  a merger.  PLYMOUTH SOUND 

will  becone a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of a new holding company which will be 

known as GWR GROUP plc. 
GWR  itself  was  the  result  of  a 

merger  between  RADIO  VEST  (Bristol) 

and WILTSHIRE RADIO (Swindon). 
The  merger  received  the  go-ahead 

from more than 50% of the shareholders 

of  PLYMOUTH  SOUND.  The  deal  will 
involve  PLYMOUTH  SOUND  shareholders 

being given 17% of the new company or 
a cash  alternative.  The  deal  values 
PLYMOUTH SOUND at £404,000. 

The arrangement  is subject  to  IBA 

approval. 

V I R G I N  I S  L A T E S T 

R A D I O  I N V E S T O R 

The Virgin Group has aquired voting 
shares  in  PICCADILLY  RADIO 

(Manchester)  and  says  it  will  be 

developing its financial  interests in 

more  United  Kingdom commercial  radio 

stations. 
Virgin say that don't want to take 

over existing stations but would .back 

strong management  teens at successful 
stations. 

Their  share  in  USX-listed 

PICCADILLY RADIO amounts to 4%. 
Virgin  bought  a  15%  share  in 

Crawley-based RADIO MERCURY two years 

ago. 

S H A H  T O  H I G H  C O U R T 

O V E R  R A DI O  S H A R E S 

As  part  of  his  takeover  of  the 
Warrington  Guardian  Group  of 

newtipapers,  EDDIE SHAH aquired shares 
in RADIO CITY  (Liverpool).  RADIO CITY 
claims that  it has the right to veto 

the  aquisition  and  it  also  has  the 

right to resell the shares to someone 
of its own choice. CITY then nominated 

to sell EHAH'e shares to the wife of 
the stations managing director - but 

SHAH claims Lb is would result in Iticm 

being sold  below  their  market  value 
and be  intends to  take  the  issue to 

the High Court. 

C O U R T  R U L I N G  W I L L 

A L L O W 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

R A D I O  F R O M  I T A L Y 

The  Italian  Constitutional  Court 
has  ruled  that  RA!,  the  state 

broadcasting  organisation,  has  no 
right  to a monopoly  in  broadcasting 

overseas - and the gates are open for 

International commercial broadcasters 
to establish  themselves  in  the same 

way  as  RADIO  MONTH  CARLO and  RADIO 

LUXEMBOURG. 

Italy  allowed  private  radio  and 
television  to  thrive  more  than  a 

decade ago when the Court ruled that 
RAI's  monopoly  was  unconstitutional 

and breached the nation's freedom of 

infor mation provisions. 

The  Judge  did  however  rule  that 
pluralism may have its limits in the 

international sphere and stations who 
pov ide  international  services  must 

honour  the  country's  international 

obligations,  especially  where  they 
might be in conflict with the states 

official  foreign policy or may upset 
international relations. 

IOW  RADIO  NEWSLETTER  understands 

that  for  a  commercially-operated 
stations  providing  an  unbiased 

service of  news,  information,  music, 

entertainment,  etc,  there  should  be 

no trouble in getting on the air and 

providing,  for  example,  a  high-

powered  service  on  shortwave  to 

Europe and the Middle East. 

R A DI O  F R A N C E 

RADIO  FRA1CH  has  been  using  the 
Telecom 1 satellite  to distribute  a 

stereo MUGiC  prOgraMMO  to  Its  local 

stations.  'Modulation  de  France' 

comprises 70% French music and songs. 
The  service  will  be  extended  to  a 
round-the-clock  service  following 

completion a trial period. 


