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Desolate stranger, laughing at a clown
Sometimes I'm up and your smile brings me down
To a place where we both believe we belong

Cry and be free
Cry, show some emotion for me
Cry and be free

Most of my time is around you
I'm bound in your smile
Stay for a little while

Cry and be free
Cry and he free
Cry, show some emotion for me
Cry and he free
(Cry and be free to fade)
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WRITTEN BY MARILYN.
REPRODUCED BY KIND PERMISSION INTERSONG MUSIC.
ON PHONOGRAM RECORDS.
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because the poor lad’s never had a Valentine!
Sad stories from the stars plus our own poetic
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Suggs’'n'Chas cover by Mike Prior.
Smiths centrespread by LFI.
Roger Taylor back cover by Andre Csillag/Rockshots.
Tom Bailey pin-up page 11 by Mike Prior.

Another No.1exclusive series—
Madness By Madness! Week one:
Suggs and Chris talk about life
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20 more questions answered by one of our
former ‘Mr And Ms’ contestants. And maybe
this time you'll find out how old this
Thompson Twin reallyis!

il Rising star Nik Kershaw seeks
advice from Bucks Fizz's Jay on
how to reach the top. Of course the
factit's Valentines Day has
absolutely. . .er. . .nothingtodo
with it (anyone remember Paul
Young and Tracie?).
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inside and outside the band.
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Hunks of the month or a bunch of
pansies? Make up your mind about
the boys who say it with flowers. In
colour on our centre pages.
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Schmuck doctor or rbck'n'roll
dreamguy? Rick gives his opinion.

e |ITRAIX

The return of the Cecil B. De
Milles of the video world - we
print the first pictures of their
new epic.
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Rock’s oldest men Status Quo start
their first tour for 18 months in June.

The only dates confirmed so far
are at London's Hammersmith
Odeon where they are due to play for
seven nights, June 24-30. Tickets go
onsale February 18

LIGHTS
OuT

London's Hammersmith Odeon may be
finished as a rock venue.

Following local residents’
complaints about the noise, the GLC
have banned lorries from moving
equipment from the theatre overnight.

Itis feared that many bands will now
be put off from playing, although stafi
al the venue hope that some equipment
could be moved in the early evening,
and the rest the following morning.

P Joe Jackson releases a new LP
mid-March entitled ‘Body And Soul'
and he's also doing a short series of
dates.

Joe and his band will be at Galway
Leisure Centre on April 2, Dublin
RDS 4, Manchester Apollo 7,
Birmingham Odeon B, Bristol
Colston Hall 9, and London
Hammersmith Odeon 11/12.

» Amedia ‘'super-group’ appears at
London’s Dominion Theatre on March 2
in aid of Save The Chiidren and the
Multiple Sclerosis fund. Among the
line-up are Kajagoogoo members Nick
Beggs and Stuart Neale, Radio One DJ
Mike Read and David Grant.

P The Smiths have switched their
gig at Essex University from
February 1710 18. They'll also
appear on the Oxford Hoad Show
(BBC 2) on February 10.

This is the horrific moment when Michael's hair caught fire. The smoke
canister exploded just as he was descending a staircase at the back of
the stage.

Brother Jermaine plays on, unaware of what's happening to Michael.
Seconds later his brother and studio technicians rushed forward to
smother the flames. After a night in hospital, Michael was allowed
home.

MICHAELONROAD
TO RECOVERY

Michael Jackson is showing signs of
rapid recovery after receiving
second and third degree burns
during the filming of a television
commercial for Pepsi-Cola on
January 27,

There have been various reports
on the seriousness of Michael's
injuries, including one which said
he'd be bald for life.

A representative from his record
company told No. 1: “Michael has

lost some hair on the back of his
head, and there's just a spot of third
degree burn on his scalp,

"It's very unlikely that he'll be
bald for life. In fact he's attending a
party in his honour on February 7 in
the Elephant Room of the Museum
of Natural History in New York.

“He definitely wants to be there
as he's just been named the world's
most successful recording artist.
The place will be packed with stars."

\

TWIN
SETS

The Thompson Twins have added
yetmore dates to theirenormous
tour, which means they'll be playing
33 nights with only two nights off,

The added dates are: Oxford
Apallo February 22, Edinburgh
Playhouse March 12, Liverpool
Royal Court 24, Birmingham Odeon
25, Hammersmith Palais 26/27.

IN
TRAINING

Ex-Shalamar bodypopper Jefirey
Daniel is to star in a new musicalin
London's West End.

Starlight Expresswith musicfrom
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by
Richard Stilgoe opens at the Apallo
Theatre on March 27,

What makes this musical so
unusual is that all the cast appear
as . . . railway trains. Makes a
change from cats.

» Danse Society have added another
three dates to their lour. They are:
Cardiff University February 23,
Newcastie Tiffanys 29 and Blackburn
King Georges Hall March 1,

P Scots band Endgames will be
supporting Howard Jones on his
March tour.

P Tina Turner will play two shows at
the Manchester Apolio on February 28.

P |lan Page, formerly of mod band
Secret Affair, releases his first single
with new band Bop on February 6,
titted "Too Young To Know'.

» Hey! Elastica have had to cancel
their Scottish dates due to Iliness.
Barry McVicar has an infection
following the removal of an impacted
wisdom tooth.

COUNCIL DO IT IN STYLE

The Style Council have finally
confirmed some major dates for
next month — their first since the

band was formed.

Paul Weller says: “The idea isto
try and create an atmosphere that
you would getinaclub. We will be

because they are the first live
dates I've done for over a year. But
I’'m nottrading in any of that crap.
There will be no big build-up or
mystique, you only end up with
enigma on your face if you do!”
The ‘Council Meetings’ kick off

doing two sets. We go on first
followed by special guests The
Questions, and finally we finish the
show with a second set. Billy Bragg
will be MC-ing and also playing.
“There was a danger of these
concerts becoming ‘an event’

at London’'s Dominion Theatre
March 14/15, Birmingham Odeon
16, Ipswich Gaumont 17,
Nottingham Centre 18, Newcastle
City Hall 19 and Glasgow Apollo
20. Tickets will be £5 available
atusual agents and box offices.




TOURS

JAN ON

lan Dury is to go on the road for the
firgt time in over two years.

lan will be backed by The Music
Students and to coincide with the
tour he's releasing a new single.

The tour begins on February 29 at
Glasgow University Queen
Margaret Union, Middlesborough
Town HallMarch 1, York
University 2, Manchester
Polytechnic 3, Margate Winter
Gardens 6, Slough Fulerum
Centre 7, Keele
University 8,5t. Austell
Coliseum 10, Poole Arts Centre 11,
Northampton Derngate Centre 12
Loughborough University 14,
Crawley Leisure Centre 15,
Leicester University 16,
Birmingham Polytechnic 22,
Aylesbury Friars 23, Folkstone
L eascliff Pavillion 25, Bradford
University 27, London
Hammersmith Odeon 30, Oxford
Apolle April 1.

Liverpool Band The Icicle Works

| celebrate the successof ‘Lovels A
Wonderful Colour' by doing a few
dates.

Catch themalt; Canterbury Kent
University February 21, Colchester
Essex University 24, Norwich East
Anglia University 25.

An album should be oul later this
month.

PATROL

The Clash have added two dates to
their tour, and cancelled the Irish leg
due to technical problems (but hold
on to your tickets).

They'll be atthe Brixton Academy
(formerly the Fair Deal) on March 8
and 10.

Danse Society take their
atmospheric music on the road this
month.

See them at: Manchester
February 24, St. Albans City
Hall 25, London Dominion 27,
Leeds Tiffanys 28, Glasgow
Strathclyde University March 3,
Birmingham Powerhouse
Ballroom 4, Nottingham Rock
City 5.

Yip Yip Coyote continue their
efforts to popularise the Wild West
by taking theirshow on the road.
Dates are: Croydon Swamp Club
February 9, Piccadilly Maxwells 10,
University of London 17 (was Royal
College of Art), Stoke On Trent
Polytechnic 25 and London Royal
College of Art March 2.

Liverpool's Dead Or Alive will be
taking their dance soundsto
Newcastle Poly February 17,
Glasgow Strathclyde University 18,
Leeds Warehouse 22, Manchester
Hacienda 23, Sheffield Poly 24,

Captain's Cabin 26.

One man band Billy Bragg is currently on tour and you can enjoy his
company at: Hampstead Westfield College February 8, Oxford

$t. Catherine's College 10, Hastings Rumours 11, London Lyceum 12,
Hull Spring St. Theatre 17, Cambridge City Limits 18, London Captain’s
Cahin 19, Nottingham The Barage 22, Preston Clouds 23, London

Nottingham Sherwood Rooms 25,
Leicester Poly 29, Coventry Poly
March 1, University Of London
Union 2, Rayleigh Croc’s 3and
Liverpool Royal Court 4.

Fad Gadget release a new albumon
February 13 entitlied 'Gag’.

To coincide with the release
they're also embarking on a tour.
Dates are: Leeds University
February 21, Nottingham Rock
City 22, Beaconside North Staff Poly
24, Sheffield University 27,
Manchester Hacienda 28,

Maidstone College of Art March 1,
Birmingham Snobs 3, London The
Lyceum 4. More dates to be
announced.

Heavy metal band Spider reiease a
new single on February 20inboth 7°
and 127, ‘Here We Go Rock 'n" Roll
is available in a limited edition
picture bag.

The band are also off on tour in
march. Dates are;: Newcastie
Mayfair March 21, Edinburgh
Playhouse 22, Leeds University 23,
Blackburn King Georges Hall 24,
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Liverpool Royal Court 25,
Bournemouth Winter Gardens 27,
London Hammersmith Odeon 28,
and Ipswich Gaumont 29.

Saxon have had to postpone the
first date of their tour originally
scheduled for February 4 at Leeds
Queens Hall until February 14.

The Brixton Fridge open its doors to
Rent Party and The Flatlettes on
February 11.

Also on the bill for February are:
Louis Bellson’s Drum Clinic 13,
The Bank Robbers 16, The
Chevalier Brothers 17, Agent
Orange plus Wheel of Change 23,
The Shillelagh Sisters plus Helen
And The Horns 24, Six To The Bar
plus Sugar Ray 4 and The Hot
Shots 25.

Verity who have a single out right
now entitled ‘Rescue Me' go on the
road this month.

They'llbe at: Glasgow Apolio
February 11, Edinburgh
Playhouse 12, Newcastle City
Hall 13, Hanley Victoria Halls 15,
Manchester Apollo 16, Liverpool
Royal Court 17, Bristol Colston
Hall 18, St. Austell The Cornwall
Coliseumn 19, Oxford Apollo 21,
Ipswich Gaumont 22, Hammersmith
Odeon 24/25, Leicester De Montfort
Hall 26.

Los Angeles band X play a one-off
date at London's Marquee on March
1—their first UK appearance.

RECORDS

TOMIS
ACTIVE

Thomas Dolby, currently in the
charts with ‘Hyperactive’, has his
second album "The Flat Earth' out
now, and has added some datesto
his tour. They are Aylesbury Friars
February 17, Glasgow Pavilion 18,
and London Lyceum March 1.

Rock guitarist Gary Moore has his
firstalbum outon Virgin's

10 Records label titied 'Victims Of
The Future'. You can get a signed
copy by collaring him at Virgin
Records store in Birmingham (4pm
February 10) or Glasgow (11am
February 14).

Punk-funksters The Higsons have
re-released their Christmas single
entitied 'Push Out The Boat'.
They've also arranged a short tour.
See them at: Watford Wall Hall
College February 18, Aberystwyth
College 20, Brighton Sussex
University 23, and London Lyceum
March 18.

The Questions release a new
single on February 13 entitied
‘Tuesday Sunshine'

The 12" features their own version

Lovers of beefcake will possibly
appreciate the appearance of
Thor, a New York macho band
whose album “Unchained’ is out on
Ultranoise Records.

of Tracie's hit, 'The House That Jack
Buiit’,

The Walk release a new single this
week entitled 'l Didn't Catch Your
Name' on Geneva Records.

Nottingham three-piece Sense have
anew single out right now produced
by Soft Cell's Dave Ball titled
‘Reasons For Living'.

Helen McCookerybook (of Helen
And The Homs) releases her first
single on February 10 entitled
'Freight Train’,

Helen, together with the Homns are

doing some select gigs this months
too. See them at: London Maxwells
Piccadilly February 9, London
L.M.C.Camden 19, and Kingston
Polytechnic March 29.

Freddie Waite, the man behind
Musical Youth, releases his own
single on February 13 titled 'Love
Me',

Modern English release a new
single on February 27 entitled
‘Chapter 12' plus a new album,
‘Richochet Days'.

Pink Floyd guitarist David Gilmour
releases a solo single on

February 13 entitled 'Blue Light',
from his second solo afbum, 'About
Face' released on March 5.

Peter Godwin releases his debut
solo alburm on February 17 entitied
'Correspondence’.

Rabotic ravers Tik and Tok have a
new single out this week on Survival
Records. It's ‘Screen Me I'm Yours'
and you can see the duo performing
itat London's Venue on

February 15.

Broadcast, a five-piece from
Slough, have their debut single
‘Where Are You Now' outon A&M on
February 13.

American rockers .38 Special have
anew album ‘Tour De Force' outon
A&M.
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v alentine’s Dayis looming. We
asked the stars who they’libe
sending romantic messages to -
and we’ve come up with afew that
we’llbe sending to THEM. ..

STEVE STRANGE
“My perfect Valentines
would be Jenny Belle
Star and Chrissy (Madness),
because it would
be like going out with your
favourite girifriend
and your favourite boytriend.”

MARILYN

“My mother, because Valentine's
Day means love, and | love my
mother most at the moment.”

Cbe‘u m;»tc'&/u
Marilyn gol dreadlocks,
Watch out cos nexi come wedlock!
Ta

Qeﬂ.t w/uun

Wham! Bam! Going down a bomb,
With all of the young girls whao like to get it on,
Wham! Damn! But none of you can,
Isn't it frustrating when you need a man,
Wham! Fan! Their posing is an ar,
Beamin' lads in I:.ather lookin' tough, but with a
eart,
Swoon! Croon! See them in their limo,
Travelling far and wide o do a video,
Wham! Rap! But don’t you think it's naff,
To say they've got no money
When the world is in their lap!

Asit's leap year, man,
He knows that he can,
ke a girl, and wear her best frocks!

GEORGE (Wham)
“There's no point telling
you because she reads
No.1!/Butl'd like to meet
Jamie Lee Curtis after
seeing the film Trading
Places.”

STEVEASKEW ANDREW (Wham)

(Kajagoogoo) “Rachel Ward (a), Brooke Shields (b)
“Dame Edna and Nastassia Kinski (c), I'min love
Everage - because with them all! I'd also like to see a girl
without sucha /s " 1 PEN gain that | met on a skiing holiday in
superstar as her, Italy. She had long black hairand was
my life wouldn't be wearing a blue denim shirt and jeans.”

worth living - :
g - . - w 5 TREEE

Qear Sémen, Nick,
Anﬁ.’y,% and %ogu

Duran Duran Atiger released
Will get lots of greelings That mainly just dived
Evenit Qur message to them:
Their hits have beentleeling  “Don't change your address
A snake that lefi ‘Cos next year you might
Before it arrived Getamiilion cards less!”
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George-us you're gorgeous
And this Valentine
Please be love's victim
And drop us a line
Send us a portrait
With make-up it's best
We've seen you without
We weren'ttoo impressed. . .

BOY GEORGE
“I've never had a
Valentine and | never

want one!”

PAUL WELLER
“King Kong, cos he's
hairy!"

The Style Councillors

Get hundreds of cards
Many with greelings
To Weller the Bard

Two at least

Said he's better than Wham
But the other ten thousand

Said "Reform The Jam!"

JAY ASTON
(Bucks Fizz)
“Sting ~ for dirty reasons!”

Y1

MORRISSEY (The Smiths)

“Pat Phoenix (Elsie Tanner of
Coronation Street), because I'd like : TR T e PR T R : : &
to be smothered with love!” NSt 1 5 3, " j %

Qa-&t 0‘6&"#\:’{-»%{

Howard's asking ‘What Is Love?’
Cos time is running out,
He told us he was 29,
But truth will always out,
The papers say he's 36,
Sowhal could be his plan?
We think he wants us o believe,
He's really Peter Pan!

KING KURT
“Leslie Ash, butwe can't
putour reasonsinto
cleanwords.”

@® Forsome REAL Valentines, turn
topage 40 —therecouldbe a
massage for you!




Are the rumours about
« you and Allanah going
out with each other true?
Absolutely not.

Allanah has said that

« she’d never like to get
married to anyone under any
circumstances. Do you feel
the same way?
Yes. | think marriage is
pointless, outmoded and
unrealistic. Relationships are
organic, constantly changing
things. Some lastforever, butit's
amistake to expect them to.

3 How would you spend an
« ideal nightin?

Curled up in front of the fire
watching telly.

4 What's your house like?
« | have an apartmentina
house. Unfortunately, asI'm
away so much it tends to be just
abase, butl'd likethatto
change.

| think your home
surroundings are very
important, and 'd like to get
myself somewhere really nice
very soor.

5 What do you think about
= the Mike Read/Radio 1
banning of the Frankie Goes
To Hollywood single?

| don't think about it atall really, |
think it's unimportant. It was silly
of Mike Read ta react as he did,
but it was equally silly of Frankie
Goes To Hollywood or anyone
else to be shocked or surprised
byit.

6 Do you watch many pop
= programmeson TV?
Sometimes. You canturnonthe
telly and be watching a pop
programme almost by accident
these days, there’'sso muchof it
around.

| like the factit's so available,
but on the other hand | thinkit's
been devalued a bit.

Asa performer, Top Of The
Pops is still very important as it's
thegreat institution, but 1 like
watching The Tubeand The
Oxford Road Show. Especially
the fact that they're live and
things go wrong.

7 Why don’tyou ever
» smile for photos oron
TV?

I'mjust a miserable sod, |
suppose.

8 What do you think of the
=« women at Greenham
Common?
| admire them enormously, but
thatisn't really a question you
should ask a man. It's purely
women there, after all.

Only women had the
sensitivity and lack of stupidity to
getthe whole thing together.

Do you believe in the
= supernatural?
Definitely. Not so much all that
Hammer Horror stuff, butina

10

Maureen
at Thor

kind of spiritual side to life.
There's more than just this flesh
and blood, without a doubt,

1 0 When you have rows
« with people, areyoua
shouter or a sulker?
Either or both, depending on
what's required. But| have very
very few rows at all. | think | must
be one of the mosttolerant
people in the world!

1 What kind of books do

= you like?
| don't read very much, actually.

1 2 Are you vain about
= your looks?

Yes, | am. I'm aware of a kind of
secret obsession with my
physical appearance, and with
what people think of me
generally,

It snotaraging
preoccupation, butl knowil's
there, and | think it affects most
people.

1 3 Is there anything you
« desparately wantand

haven'tgot?

| want lots of things from time to

time, but nothing constantly or

desperately.

1 4 Has your lifestyle
= changed much since

your success?
Yes. To my surprise, success
wasn't just sitting back and
spending the money. There are
enormous demands on me now,
and I'm under a huge amount of
pressure.

I'm kept very busy, which |
quite like, but | end up with
hardly any time to myseif.

1 5 Have you keptany

= friends from your
childhood or your pre-Twins
days?
No-none atall, infact. The
closest people tome are Joe
and Allanah. There’s noone
from my past.

1 6 If youcouldn’tbeina
= band anymore, what

would you do instead?

What a frightening question! |

think I'd have to be a farmer.

1 7 Youusedtobea

= teacher and say that
you hated it. Why?
| think it may be-a personality
deficiency of mine, but | hate
forcing people to do anything
they really don't want to do. And
who wants to go to school every
day?

No matter how many good
laughs you have there, school is
still a big grey cloud over most
young people’s lives.

1 8 How do you go about
= writing songs?

We are very much a songwriting
team, and do it all together, so it
can happenin avariety of ways.
Someone just has anidea—
whether it's musically or lyrically,
and all three of us go to work on

it
1 g What advice would

= you give to a budding
pop star?
Just keep slogging away. You
need an awful lot of faith in
yourself to weather the worst of
the waiting, but you must be
prepared for that.

With me, | became sort of
obsessed with having a hit
record. Pop music, after all, is all
about reaching lots of people.

But never compromise your
artistic integrity for commercial
success,

20 What do you think of
= the 'new metal' bands
like SPK and Test
Department?
| hadn’t thought a great deal
aboutthem until | read
somewhere that we'd ripped off
the whole movement, which |
found surprising and irritating.
Afewyearsago, The
Thompson Twins were the only
non-ethnic percussion group.
We've always experimented
with noise, and we were banging
bits of metal together before
SPK were even thought of.



TOM BAILEY

THOMPSON TWINS




Jay Aston was justa naive 19-year-
old when Bucks Fizz won the
Eurovision Song Contestin 1981.
Nik Kershaw has just discovered
success with his first single
‘Wouldn't It Be Good’ at the mildly
more mature age of 23, But he's still
agreenhornin this business.
Overdinner atthe No.1 restaurant
in Covent Garden, Jay tells Nik how
to avoid success going to your head
and destroying you.
Interview: Debbi Voller.
Photos: Steve Rapport.

NEW HORIZONS

Jay:"So tell me Nik, how are you finding this
new experience so far?"

Nik: “Frightening! It's so strange and so
alien to anything anybody else knows
about, | can't really explaini itto anybody
outside of it."

Jay: “Have you found that all your close
friends have started to treat you
differently ?"

Nik:"Yeah! They assume |I'm suddenly a
different person., It's horrible.”

Jay:"| found that, For about six months | felt
| couldn't trust anyone, because a lot of my
closest friends didn't even phone me, That
was very upsetting.”

Nik:"1 don't really believe all this is
happening to me. Did you feel that way?"
Jay:"You think you're gonna wake up and
it's all been a dream, yeah."

Nik: “It's so different from how | imagined.”




Jay: “It becomes a way of life— and then
the thought of it ever finishing becomes
frightening,”

Nik:“What's that like at first? Does it get
beyond a joke?"

Jay:“There's times whenit's a real boost to
your ego and you loveit, and there's times
when you'rein a real rush and somaone
asks for an autograph in the middie of a
meal. You arepublic property.”

BEAUTY AND THE MUSO

Nik: "How do you gel away from it all and
relax?"

Jay:"|like to go for long walks in the
countryside, and I'm a sports fanatic—you
have to stay fit in this business and you
have lo make sure you get early nights.
There are times when you have to survive
on fouror five hours' sleep.”

Nik:“I've figured thal out already! Right now
| feel | just want to fall over.”

Jay: "Fortunately the success gets you
through.”

Nik:"That's a whole side of things that |
don'tknow anything about. I've beena
‘muso’ forages. Being amuso's having a
pint of lager on stage with youin a pub,
having a play and going home again. Thisis
ridiculous!"

Jay:“Is this really what you've always
wanted then?"

Nik: “Ohyeah...I'mnot complaining!”

IMAGE AND ART

Nik:"The thing I'm trying to work out is, why
people are buying my record?"

Jay:"We had a survey done to find out who
was buying ours. We ve always thought

Out to lunch: Kershaw (left) and Aston (centre) plug the mug with No.1 hackette Debbi Voller.

that the interest was in the boys..."
Nik:"You're joking!"

Jay: “We didfind that the bulk of our
audience are young girls, but they like to
identify with Cheryl and me and what we
wear.”

Nik:“I haven't got animage. | put clothes on
towalk about a bitand that's it."

OBSCENE OBSESSIONS

Jay: "l betyou've had some mail! We get
some obscene letters— ‘| would love lo
dot, dot, dot, bleep, bleep, bleep! ”
Nik:*Did you get the one | wrote in?"

Jay: “Have you got a fan club sorted out
yet?”

Nik: "I've just started to. How much say do
you havein yours?"

Jay: " Alot. My best school mate Zoe partly
runs it and comes on tour with us. If you
want a good fan club you've got to look after
it. There's a lot of bands who don't bother.
You've got to remember that your fans are
making you what you are!”

TOURING AND TELLY

Jay: "Are you going to tour?"

Nik:"'m supposed to start gigging in
March, just colleges and clubs to start with
Everything depends on that Tuesday
morning chart position, doesn'tit? It rules
your future,

“I'm apprehensive about playing live
because |'ve never fronted a band before
and | haven't been on stage for about three
years. | don't like doing television either.”
Jay:"Oh, you'll handle it. Once you're in
front of the cameras a different person
emerges. You'll surprise yoursslf."

ROGUES AND RICHES

Nik:“Have you written any of your singles?”
Jay:"Only album tracks and B-sides. That's
where the money is, in the writing. So, well
done Nik, you're in the right position. One
hit like yours is worth three or four of ours.

“After the Eurovision Song Contest we
were still all skint, but the papers made us
outto be millionaires next day! Those first
few years are a real struggle, because you
have to live up to that life style in every way —
your clothes, ealing out, going to nightclubs
—everything, but you haven't had a penny
through royalties.

“The press can really cut you up at first,
butyou getimmune.”

| BUSINESS & PLEASURE

Jay: "Be careful not lo let success change
you, | actually had to question myself about
whether itwas changing me or not.”

Nik: "Fortunately I've got people close to
me thatcan tell me ifitis, like my wife.”

Jay: “How long have you been married?"
Nik: " Only since July. It does worry me that
my marriage could suffer because of my
career.,

"It's hard for my wife because
averything's happening to me, everyone's
talking about what /'ve been doing, even
| her parents! She's a singer too, shewas in
popbands for ages.”

Jay:"Well, our Bobby's married with two
kids —it's been a iremendous strain for him,
but he seems to have kept it together.”

INTHE BEGINNING. ..

Nik: " Are your parents really proud of you?"
Jay: "I think they are. | came from a showbiz
family so | was well directed in this area. |
went to stage school and became a cabaret
dancer, did some extra workon TV, but |
was still broke.

“Until | got an audition in somebody's
front room for Bucks Fizz!"
Nik: “1 had no interest in music until lwas 14
and a friend of mine got an electric guitar.

“Success has happened quickly for me. |
only signed to MCA last April and since then
I've been recording. But the last few months
I've really been in at the deep end with TV
appearances and videos."

TOPTIPS

Nik: Would you change your career if you
could stop and start all over again?”
Jay:"Ohno, it's been wonderful. I've seen
the world and worked my arse off - wish it
could all happen again. I'd do things
differently now. Unfortunately you only
learn from experience.”
Nik: " So what are the most important things
you've learnt?”
Jay:"Don't let success change you, keep
your aims set and just head for them, have
time for your fans, learn from criticism, dont
let success to go your head and don't let it
destroy you either! And that's it

“| feel like an old maid giving you ali this
advice."”
Nik: "Well, it's been very helpful...thank
you."
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nation’s hearts.

It’s five years and 18 hit singles since Madness first
ran riot on Top Of The Pops and straight into the

These days, the Nutty Boys are a little less nutty.
They’ve grown up, grown apart, and grown more
interesting in the process.

Last month, founder member Mike Barson quit
the group. Last week, the Magnificent Six
remaining members launched their latest missile at
the charts in the form of ‘Michael Caine’.

This week, No. 1 begins an exclusive series of
close-up personal interviews with the individuals
that make up Britain’s best-loved pop group.

THATE BANDS WHO TAK]

5 THEMSELVES SERIOUSLY.

- IVENEVER ASPIRED TO STARDOM.

“Where should | start? | was
born in Hastings on a stormy
evening onJanuary 13, 1961.

“lonly lived with my mum, so
we were free agents. Shewas a
singer in pubs and clubs.

“We moved to Liverpool then
London. | lived with relations in
Wales for a while and came back
to London.

“Because | was an only child, |
was pretty insular and stubborn.
Allthe upheaval made me lazy
academically, so by the time |
got to Quintin Kynaston school
in Finchley Road | didn't bother
much. | stayed on to the sixth
form for social security reasons,
and gottwo O-levels and a CSE
onthe way.

FIRST SIGNS OF
MADNESS

“I met Mike Barson hanging
around Hampstead School,
which was mixed.

"Madness started through
meeting friends of friends - but
the only reason | became the
singer was because they
couldn't find anybody better. |
auditioned one day when | was
completely pissed, and sang a
verse from ‘See You Later
Alligator’,

“They tried to getrid of me a
few times. | used to read adveris
in the music papers where the

SUGGSY

(GRAHAM MePHERSON)

g

His mum calls him Graham. His wife Ann calls him Supersuggs!
The rest of us know him as plain Suggsy, not only the lead singer
with Madness but one of the nation’s sharpest dressed dudes.
Meet the man who launched a thousand flat tops. . .

band would be looking fora
replacement. One day a bloke
turned up, and because John
Hasler the original drummer was
absent, | played drums and
messed it up deliberately.

"Eventually they asked me
back, cos | was the only one who
knew all the words. | couldn't
have done anything else.

PART OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT

“These days Madness takes
up most of my working hours,
though | try to keep it nine-to-five
athome.

“Touring makes life difficult
when you're married. Ann my
wife (singer Bette Bright) misses
working, but being a motherto
Scarlett, our 18-month-old
daughter, is a full-time
occupation. Maybe we'lldo a
John Lennon thing and try a role
reversal.

“"The music business is very
establishment and always will
be. The more bits of plastic you
sell, the more important you
become

“To me musicis
entertainment that should have
some content. In Madness,
humour is a major element but it
isn't just black and white.

"We did the charity gigs for
CND and Greenpeace because
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there is so much hypocrisy in the
press, all the lies and slander
that make people believe that
Greenham Commeon is wrong.
When we were younger we
didn't have much idea, but you
learn . ..

“People like Elvis Costello
and Paul Weller want to be seen
in alighter context because
they're supposed to be serious.

of a problem, though it's stopped
me from going to see Chelsea
play.
“When all this is over I'd like to
manage a football team. More
seriously, | wantlo keep an open
mind in my declining years and
not be stuck in my youth.

“Although Madness have a
strong English or London image,
| find it harder to be patriotic

With us we don't want to be these days. I'm not trying to write
Thoﬂmtlmlmmhohﬂn_ ). I
Who is this young whipper snapper? Wher:
1993:.! _ lnhl'm

ehapm

regarded as a joke. Butit doesn't
really matter.

FOOLS AND
IDOLS

"I hate the pomposity of the
business, the bands who have
hits and take themselves
seriously. I've never aspired to
stardom.

""People want idols of course
| admire John Lennon, Bob
Marley and Cassius Clay, but |
don'tidolise them.

“Being recognised isn't much

‘Waterloo Sunset’ anymore, The
romance has gone out of
London.

“*| like Camden Town because
it's cosmopolitan, rich and poor
and all the colours of the
spectrum. We all live on the 29
bus route, whichis handy.

"I'm not naturally pessimistic,
but when | write | can't force the
optimism anymore. When you
hear that George Harrison has
moved to Tasmania you start
worrying. He must know
something.

THE FASHION
INDUSTRY

“Ilisten to a lot of music at
home, mostly reggae.

"I don't like modern pop. |
prefer understatement to the
wobbly Tony Hadley types. At
least people aren't so takenin by
the ?Iamour anymore. Most of

riends are more into discos
and funk than live music.

"My taste in clothes veers

from the conservative
businessman look to the
eccentric. | don't usually have
the nerve to go wild.

| can't stand that rubbish
about changing images that you
get with people like Bowie. |
don'tthink fashionis all it's
cracked up to be. That Malcolm
McLaren thing about fashion as
politics is cobblers. It's only
another way of making money,

“When we wentto America |
justlooked like a redneck, and
now that long hair and sporty

MADNESs=AADN

—

gearisin fashion I'll probably

seem very conservative here.

I've noticed thatthe dodgy flat %
top is peaking, which s a bit
worrying.

LOOK HAPPY, v
HAVE FUN
""At present Madness are
hoping to make a TV series,
something with a bit of bite, to try
and capture whal our songs

were supposed to represent.

**You can'tdo that in videos,
which are basically three-minute
adverts. It occurred to me when
they used ‘Baggy Trousers'in
the Colgate ad that our videos
had all the aspects of good
commercials. What we did
naturally, other people were
being paid lo do. Look happy,
have fun, ha ha!

“If the TV series comes off I'd
like us to show that satire and
Cyﬂ!CISlTl can have a place in pop
music.

"WERE ALL GOOD FRIENDS. AFTER SEVEN YEARS,
THATS PRETTY SPECIAL:

HRISSY BOY

(CHRIS TOREMAN)

> 4
“lwa frin University College
. 3l on August 8, 1956.

. came froma
partrculariy ing class

background, aithough we did
have an outside toilet. My dad
was ateacher.

"I wentlo Gospel Oak
Primary School in Gordonhouse
Road, and thento Owens
Grammar School in Islington at
the same time as Spandau
Ballet. | was in a class with their
manager Steve Dagger.

"I wasn't a great student, only
got O levelin English, but | did
enjoy school. Sometimes kids
write to me and moan about
school, but | tell them it's special:
the happiest-days-of-your-life

clicheis true. There's something
about being in a class of 30 kids
—you get very close — like a
gang.

SEEDS OF
SUCCESS

""After | leftschool | had a
variety ofjobs. | workedas a
gardener for Camden Council

with Lee the sax player, and |
was a painter and decorator and
a hospital porter. Gardening was
great fun. | stillgo and look at the
bits of wasteland we turned into
gardens.

My musical career startedin
earnestaround 1976. | knew
Mike Barson, and we practised
at his home because his brother
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had a piano and an amp. That
made Mike the leader.

“John Hasler was our original
drummer. We realised it could
work when we wrote our first
song 'Mistakes’. Until then we'd
mucked about playing reggae
and rock and roll at parties.

“Therest, asthey say, is
history.

TRAIN TO
SKAVILLE

“We met The Specials, who
had started the 2-Tone label,
andwe put out ‘“The Prince’. The
2-Tone thing was a lot of people
doing the same kind of thing.
The ska and bluebeat style
meant that it was dance music
with a good atmosphere.

“Atthattime record
companies were prepared to
sign anybody playing ska. One
major label offered us a fortune,
butwhen we metthe MD he had
to send his secretary out to buy
our single, he hadn’t even heard
it.

*'Stiff didn't like us to begin
with. It wasn't until we played at
managing director Dave
Hobinson's wedding for £200
that they took much notice.

" After we signed we toured
incessantly for two years, which
didn'tdo us much good. We
jumped around on stage a lot,
which the audience enjoyed but
we thought sounded awful.
Since then we've concentrated
on playing properly.

-dewfamﬁmﬂammtnhm»ﬂ;bmwu -
myg’:emm»for%:m -

acts
wnen aaw iﬂmﬂhmg&em

fmannottntaimlu |
very matl;-lré, thought

LEAVE IT
ouT

“*Making the Madness film
Take It Or Leave It was
important because unlike our
videos, which are often
fantasies, the film was accurate.

“Making videos isn't that
hard. We all come up with ideas,
Recently we've taken
the process more seriously.

Did you know that Chris ‘Chrissy Boy’ Foreman is almost as handy
with a pair of shears as he is with a guitar? Find out what makes
the green-fingered godfather of the Nutty Sound tick as he leads us
up the garden path.

~ pulling my weight. It must hav
~ becau
thlngs lnperspactlve.
We'd like to make an animated MACHINERIES
video. OF JOYy
“There's this problem people "Outside of the group | livein
have with Madness about acouncil flatin Kentish Town
whether we're serious or not. with my girlfriend. If | go out |
We used to do what people generally getrazzled, but | like to

read and see films. | reread
books | read as a kid, same with
films.

“The lastone | saw was The
Jungle Book. | like Stephen

wanted for photo sessions.
They'd say wear your nutty suit,
look nutty, Suggs put your foot in
a bucket. We wouldn't do that
anymore.

MARK BEDFORD

WOODY WOODGATE

King, who writes those horrible
books like The Shining and The
Stand. Lee and | like Ray
Bradbury.

“I'm hopeless with hobbies. |
started making airfix models, but
| could never get the little man
inside the cockpit. Mostly | muck
about with my Teac Portastudio
making tapes that confuse the
rest of the band.

“I've attempted a few outside
projects, but nevergot far. There
was talk of me and Marco from
The Ants working together, and
Dave Robinsonis always going
on atme to direct a video for
another Stiff act. There's still
time.

BYE BYE
BARSO

“*Madness have gotafew
good years left, although Mike
Barson leaving was traumatic.
Me and Mike started the band
and the pair of us have never
missed a gig. It will be odd
without him.

“He used to explain the
chords tome, so now |'ll have to
get a chord book.

“| suppose he changed when
he got married, had the male
menopause a bitearly. | used to
be married and Mike was always
asking me whatit was like. He
was dying todo it. And he did.

“Hetold us on October 4,
1983 that he was leaving. We
didn't take it too seriously, but I'd
suspected he would for awhile.

_ "cnmmma eldest. Chris iamsible. He sat | ma down
- when the band first started and gave me atalk about

e made an impression

| can still rsmeﬁ'!b,nrit I-ws gq,ncl atputting

Mark Bcdford

'He hated touring. He'd
missed a session which affected
us and he knew that. | still hope
that if he wrote a song he'd send
itto us from Holland.

“Whenever | think about
doing anything else, | realise tht
there's noone else |'d rather
work with than this group. We're
all good friends. After seven
years that's pretty special.”
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®MARCH
MERRIMENT

If you go to see The March
Violets play a gig, you may get
more than you expected - in
the shape of lumbering singer
Simon, rock'n’roll's answer to
David Bellamy!

"We were playing a gig in
Newcastle" he recalls, “and my
trousers suddenly split a real
beauty! I'd already lost a heel off
my boot and all these nails
sticking through.

“Then I fell over, and whenl
gotup Itrod on all the wires. I
thought I was going to die from

an electric shock, and that's
when my trodsers split.

“Solhad to sing ‘Children Of
The Revolution' lying on my
back with my legs crossed!"

But even more eye-catching
than Simon's antics is new singer
Cleo, who is as beautiful as
Simon is monstrous.

"“She’s fitted in really well" he
confirms enthusiastically.
“We've slightly changed
direction because Cleo's got her
own distinct style.”

Proof of this comes on the
hypnotic electronic punk of their
new single ‘Snake Dance’,

Ain'tthey adorable? L — R Simon, Cleo, Tom, Lawrence

No.1 Readers’ Charts

Who's No.1in your chart? Now's your chance to list your five

current listening favourites.

Either cut the coupon out, or list your Top Five on a postcard and

send them off fast.

This week's Reader's Chart is on page 46 — and there's a £5 record
token for the chart pulled Out Of The Hat on page 42.

My favourite records
right now are

ISSUE 40
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® BODY TALK

Itisn't often that a British band
comes up with a debut dance
single that not only moves the
feet but manages to sound
fresh with it,

The Watusi Bros are one such
band. They hail from Deptford in
deepest South London and
they've beentogether around 18
months, building up a strong live
following.

Now, with ‘(You Only Want Me
For My) Bodywork' Bill, Marilyn
and Sharon are moving out of the
Deptiord pubs where they
served their apprenticeship.

“We've been doing PAs in

@®STARTURN

Explaining just who JB's All
Stars are isn't that easy.

The band's second single isan
interpretation of an old soul
classic ‘Backfield In Motion', and
they have a very flexible line-up.

The main men in the band are
John 'Brad’ Bradbury, who isalso
the drummer with Special AKA,
ex-Inmate Bill Hurley and ex-
Keys Drew Garfield. The last two
also have another project called
Big Heat.

Other sometime members
include Steve Nieve of Elvis
Costello’s Attractions, Paul
Young's back-up singers The
Wealthy Tarts, Dee Sharp and
Costello's Manager Jake Riviera.

“We'dreally liketodoa
proper soul revue as opposed to
gigs,” Brad explained. "Just like
the old Stax and Motown reviews
of the '60s. The band would be on
for about an hour, and we'd have

clubs round the country,” says
Bill. "The reaction's been great,
but we do prefer playing live.
There's six of us when we do, but
we haven't got a brass section
because we can't afford to take
that many people on the

road."

Although Bill usually sings, on
the single it's the girls who
handle the vocals,

“Sharon and me have sung
together for ages, but not really
in public,” explains Marilyn.
“We've known each other since
we were six and we go to singing
lessons together — we're quite
advanced now!"

five or six singers doing their bit
one by one,

“Wewon'tbeabletodoitfora
while though because in March
were recording an album.”

If you like ‘Backfield In
Motion', check out their first
single 'One Minute Every Hour'
onRCA.

®KRUDD!

The movie Krull follows the
adventures of a young prince
as he tries to find his lady love,
who has been kidnapped by
The Beast. He must find the
magic Krull (a gold
boomerang) in order to destroy
the monster. The climaxis
short and anconvincing, and
though the film is a mixture of
science fiction as well as
magic, it come across as a very
poor version of Lord Of The
Rings. Don’t waste your
money.



@ EVERYBODY
WANTSTOBE...
Bourgie Bourgie are not a band
todo things the easy way.

Theymade their first ever
appeararnce together when they
performed live on Switch, and
then followed it up by playing
‘their debut concertnot at a local
pub or club, but at Hammersmith
Palais|

That was last summer, and
although singer Paul Quinn says
that "it's been steadily downhill
since then", the Bourgie boys'
future looks bright.

The five-piece band hail from
Glasgow (where lan Burgoyne
and Keith Band played guitar
and bass in Rough Trade
bopsters The Jazzateers). You
can hear their magnificent moody
music on their first single
‘Breaking Point’ on MCA.

With its powerful guitar, lavish
cello and Paul's soulful crooning,
it's a stunning track and one
which the band are justifiably
proud of.

“Ithinkit'stimeless—itllbea
bit of a classic inten year's time,"

reckons Paul “It's nota good
time for music at the moment, it's
really boring, but that's no
reasonnottodoit."

Bourgie Bourgie only got
together as a group a few weeks
before signing a record deal.
Even now they've only played
live six times, including that first
appearance supporting Orange
Juice.

“Iwasn't that nervous about
doing the Switch, "says guitarist
Michael Flaven, "because even
though I broke a string in the
middle of the song it was still
good fun.

“The Palais was terrifying
though — 1500 people in the
audience for our first proper live
gig!"

The Orange Juice connection
comes courtesy of Paul, who
worked with them on ‘Rip It Up'.
He's also got close links with
Postcard Records supremo Alan
Home, who was central to the
Scottish boom of a few years ago.

With their good connections
and undoubted talent, Bourgie
Bourgie can't fail to be big big . . .

Some beaming Bourgle Bourgle boys. L-R: Kelth Band, Paul Quinn,

P

Michael Flaven, lan Burgoyne. Photo: Clare Muller.

@®CARIBBEAN TALE

A Welshman went to New York
to study classical music, but
became a member of '60’s cult-
band The Velvet Underground,
renowned for their far from
classical noise.

This led him to a solo career in
the '70s and acclamation asthe
“Godfather of Punk”,

That's the story of John Cale,
who's just released his latest LP
the lively, and rocky ‘Caribbean
Sunset'.

“My contribution to modern
music isn't over yet," he says,
having jetted in from New York a
few hours before.

“With my new four-piece band
I'll probably continue with this
format for a further album. After
the heavy intensity of the last two
LPs, the lighter style of
‘Caribbean Sunset’ is fun. [ enjoy
it."

John's also a prolific producer,
having done the honours for
such talents as Brian Eno, Patti
Smith and Squeeze. And now
he's helping out fellow

Welshmen Gene Loves Jezebel.

“Imet them at Christmas," he
says. "They're an interesting
bunch and I've produced two
tracks for an upcoming 12"
single."

As part of the first British
Invasion in the '60s, how does he
view the current crop?

“Well I think Culture Club are
greatand U2 have tremendous
power”, he answers. “I prefer
them a lot to Duran Duran."

John Cale - a legend in his
own lunchtime.

EARLY LIFE

Real name: Marilyn!

Nickname: Mazda

Born: Kingston, Jamaica

School report: Tentative
Childhood ambition: To be an
airline steward.

First musical memory: 'l Got You
Babe' by Sonny and Cher.

HOME LIFE

Lives: London.

What's your bedroom like:
Green and pink, wooden furniture,
and a massive bed!

Eats: Healthy stuff.

Reads: Lots of books each week,
my fave is Jackie Collins.

Listens to: Luthor Vandross, Rick
James, Chaka Khan, Derise
Williams and Diana Ross.
Watches: Videos,

Fave music video: ‘Muscles' by
Diana Ross, and 'Lovels A
Stranger’ by Eurythmics.

LOVE LIFE

Favourite people: Just splitup
with someone, so | hurt right now.
Least favourite people: People

who lie to keep quiet.

Pets: Toys that people send me.
Ideal romantic evening: Dinner
out, walking in Hyde Park at night,
then home to a large warm bed for
physical love.

First crush: My English teacher,
Leslie De Meza.

SOCIAL LIFE

Favourite haunts: Restaurants
and other people’s houses.
Films: On A Clear Day,
Apocalypse Nowand The Evil
Dead.

Fave bands: Thompson Twins,
Third World and Afrodiziak.
Clubs: | hateclubs!

How do you travel? Foot, car,
bike and air.

PRIVATE LIFE

Lusts: One person.

Fears: Losing the person.

Worst habits: Suffocating the
persan.

Iwish: | could have & meaningful
relationship with one particular
person, withouthang ups and fear
crushing any chance of happiness.
Sometimes | wonder if there really
is someone for everyone — don't
you?
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Is Simon Le Bon for the high
jump? Not quite, but Duran
Duran’s American sponsorship
deal with Coke islinked to the
Los Angeles Olympic Games.
Coke-slurping American
students are also being asked o
save their old cans for recycling.
The college that guzzles the
most gets a visit from the
Duranies.

It can't just be coincidence
that this tie-in coincides with
Pepsi's sponsorship of The
Jacksons' tour. lronically,
PepsiCola are currently
negotiating to buy EMI—Duran’s
label. . .

Meanwhile The Jackson's
sister Latoya and mother
Katherine are in Londonon a
shopping spree. Buying wigs for
Michael?. ..

Leonie and Tony Hadley
are expecting their first-
born on Valentine’'s Day,
the same time Jerry and
Mick have booked their
maternity hospital visit.
Tony says: “ldon’t mind
weatherit's aboy oragirl
aslong as it can walk talk
and kick a football.”

Funandgames at The Tube
last Friday as the show milked

the Beeb's banning of Frankie's

‘Relax’ for all its worth. After

Holly had been presented witha

Gold Disc, the audience sang

along to 'Relax’ with gusto. Don't

know what they'll make of the

next Frankie record. It's all about

masters and slaves.

Incidentally, Holly once released

asingle called 'Hobo Joe' which
sounds like T. Rex. . .

Where's Paul Young? He'sin
Paris recording his next single.
Rumour hasitthedittyisa

country and western numberl. . .

Perhaps he'llbumpinto cult
'60s Frenchman Jaques
Hughes whois thinking of
working with The Special AKA.
Bunny Mac and Heaven 17 are
also longtime fans of Monsieur
Hughes'strange warbling. . .
Talking of rabbits, the
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HISPERS

This is the Modern Whirl

Bunnymen have adopteda
pigeon which fell down their
chimney and into the open fire.
The Bunnies are rearing the bird
back to health and teaching itto
whistle ‘The Killing Moon'. . .
Joe Strummer, talking about
the departure of Clash guitarist
Mick Jones, reckons: ‘| spent
years cajoling Mick, talking to
hotel doors frying to get him to
the nextgig.” Ambitious
Strummer wenton to say that “|
want The Clash to be the biggest
band in the world.” How terribly
rockandroll. . .

Lock up your daughters! The
Boomtown Rats are back.
Whispersbumped into Bob
Geldof in Bond Street recently
where the affable singer was
contemplating an offer to appear
on Rod HullAnd Emu. . .

Duran Duran’s ‘New
Moon'’ video seems very
similarto Thomas
Dolby’s ‘Air Waves' film
and even more like the
hyperactive man's
forthcoming 'Dissidents’
flick. Has someone at EMI
been showing the
Durannies Tom's
rushes? Surely not.

While David Sylvian grows
his beard, Mick Karn is just
about to start work with Pete
‘Breaking The Sound Barrier'
Murphy. . .

Another collaboration
exclusively forecastby usis
aboutto take shape when
Feargal Sharkey and Madness
hit the studio together next
week. . .

That old black and white
footage in Queen’s ‘Radio Ga
Ga' video was nicked from Fritz

Left:

Last week’s hoo-ha about
Boy George meeting
Hollywood actor Robert
Mitchum has obviously gone
to Big Bob'’s head. Here,
exclusively for No.1, he
reveals his brilliant
impression of his new
friend. Can’'t disguise that
big butch square jaw,
though, Bob...

Right:
Meanwhile, in this snap of
Culture Club at the TV Times
Awards ceremony, guitarist
Roy Hay blushingly shows
off his new Marilyn take-off.
Mikey, George and Jon wait
their turn for the wig...

Lang’s legendary Metropolis
film. . .

More video news: Sade’s
promao for ‘Your Love IsKing'is
all about card tricks. The young
lad who shuffles her cards
taught Sade a mysterious
sleight of hand called ‘The
Haunted Pack' which produces
four kings, if you're clever. . .

Bumped into a delighted
Lemmy at the bar recently.
Lemmy insisted on showing us
his new set of gnashers. “I'm
really pleased withthem," he
beamed, “butforagrand |
bloody well should be. If I hadn't
liked them |'d have broken the
dentist’s legs.” His tailor must
liveinfear. . .

While Chris Sullivan works
round the clock finishing off the
Spands’ new stage gear, that
naughty schmutter cutter
Anthony Price is so behind on
his suits for the famous thata
few impatient souls actually
want their money back! You
can'thurry Art. . .

Pete Burns of Dead Or Alive
was sporting such a tight leotard
atthe band's Hippodrome PA
that he might as well not have
bothered. You brought tears to
the eyes, Pete. . .

This one we don't believe
ourselves, but very strong
rumours haveitthat Status
Quo's upcoming touris a
farewell one. Is this the end of
rock and roll as we know it?. . .

Jean Jacques Burnel and
Hugh Cornwell of The
Stranglers are learning

Spanish and German just so that

the band can speak ten

languages between then. Clever

clogs!. ..
Though no longer a playing

member, Madness’ Mike
Barson does appear inthe
band's ‘Michael Caine’ video.
And Madness are booked to
appear on NBC's Saturday
Night Live when they tour
AmericainMarch. . .

Keep your ears pricked for
some rather special gigs soon at
London's famous pub gig the
Hope and Anchor. Two very
well-known acts have agreed to
play to help the venue out of
financial difficulties. . .
Congratulations to Culture Club
as 'Karma Chameleon’
becomestheirfirsiNo.1inthe
USA, deposing Yes's ‘Owner Of
A Lonely Heart'. Meanwhile,
Duran Duran have got Iwo
singles in the American Top 30,
with both ‘Union Of The Snake'
and ‘New Moon On Monday'. Is
this what the critics mean when
they say they're a “spent force"?

The Thompson Twins’
forthcoming album ‘Into
The Gap’ has gone
platinum beforeit's
released, and the band
are expecting 100,000
people at their shows.
“There’s 70,000 people
who'll be seeing us forthe
firsttime, which is a bit
unnerving,” quivered
Tom Bailey. Meanwhile,
the Twins' ‘Doctor
Doctor’ video features
Alannah without a hat!
She’s got lots of hair,
you'll be pleased to know.

Inthe cause of the
international relations, Lee
Thompson of Madness s flying
to the Statesin a fortnightto
marry his American girlfriend. . .

Pant, pant, {etus at him!
Stuart ‘Swoon’ Adamson of
Big Country refusestobe
interviewed on his own with
female journalists, for fear of
them throwing themselves upon
himin passionate |ust. ‘Tis true,
Stu—our female staffers have
spent hours discussing the size
of a certain part of your godiike
anatomy. Your head. . .
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UK TOUR DATES
MARCH
17 Sat LEEDS, University
18 Sun NEWCASTLE, City Hell
19 Mon GLASGOW, Apollo
20 Tues LIVERPOOL, Royal Court
22 Thur BELFAST, Queen’s University
23 Fri DUBLIN, SFX
25 Sun MANCHESTER, Apollo
26 Mon SHEFFIELD, City Hall
27 Tue HANLEY, Victoria Hall
29 Thur NOTTINGHAM, Royal Concert Hall
30 Fri BIRMINGHAM, Odeon
31 Sat BRISTOL, Colston Hall
APRIL
1 Sun CARDIFF, St David's Hall
2 Mon GUILDFORD, Civic
3 Tues LONDON, Hammersmith Odeon
5 Thur SOUTHEND, Cliff Pavillion
6 Fri SOUTHAMPTON, Gaumant
7 Sat AYLESBURY, Friars

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
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Falling out of that great record shop in the
sky this week are 25 Thomas Dolby

singles, 20 Simple Minds albums, and 25

Truth 12-inches

SPARKLING
MINDS

‘Sparkle In The Rain' is one of most
eagerly awaited albums of the year
so far, so naturally we thought we'd
Speed Our Love to the Simple
Minds. We did, and in return they
sent us 20 copies of the new LP
with love of course.

If you want one, speed a
postcard to Sparkle, No. 1, King's
Reach Tower, Stamford Street,
London SE19LS.

HYPER-DOLBY

Thomas Dolby is the mad professor
of rock but that hasn't stopped him
making some great records in his
time. ‘Hyperactive' is no exception.

If you want to check it out drop us
acard to Dolby, No. 1, Room 2614,
King's Reach Tower, Stamford
Street, London SE1 9LS.

STICKS AND
STONES |

The title of the next Truth single is
‘No Stone Unturned’. How dowe
know? Because we've got 25
copies of the 12-inch, that's why.
But we don’'t want them.

If you send us a postcard,
therefore, we may just send you
one. Write to Truth, No. 1, Room
2614, Kings Reach Tower, London
SE19LS.

We got the message
| heard it on the airwaves
The politicians
Are now deejays

_ The broadcast was spreading
_ From station to'station
 Like an infection

Across the nation

: Weﬁfy.au know you can'i stop it
. When they stari to play
You gotia get out the way

e Chorus:
The politics of dancing
¢s af ooo feeling good
;s of moving
understood?

We're under pressure
Yes we're counting on you
That whal you say
is whal you do

It's inthe papers
it's on your TV news
The application
I's just a point of view

Repeat 3rd verse
Repeat chorus

Words snd music Fishman,
Reproduced by kind permission
Jambo Music/Metric Music.

On EMI Records.
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the new single available i 7" and 12"
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We were cool on ¢raze

. When |, you, and everyone we knew
 Could believe, do, and share in

And pull her close and there there there
Take your baby by the ears
And play upon her darkest lears

- Repeatchorus

So take your baby by the wrist

And in her mouth an amethyst

And in her eyes two sapphires blue
And you need her and she needs you

And you need her and she needs you
Repeatchorus o
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1 »
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1. New Release

> g]iﬂl_-ilrlh.p::ﬁllti:':d}f;lin £4 49

6. Wiimiie 0 4 4O

2 John Lennon/

:I?it?&;?i?&u £4 49

SR £449 > i £4.49

9- MNew Release

> SeSotnio £4.49

m E Prices cotrectut time of gaing to press. Subject (o availability where you see this sign. o

10. New Release

P Thomas Dolby
The Flat Earth

£4.49

B 35. Gary Moore Victims of The Future

Every week the W.H. Smith Hit List gives you a
great selection of 40 top albums on record and cassette
to choose from. All at very competitive prices.

The Hit List is updated every week to include the
latest new releases. So next time you're looking for
that certain record or cassette, check out
the Hit List for a really good price.

4, Michael Jackson Thriller.....

7. Paul McCartney Pipes Of Peace
11. Lionel Richie Can't Slow Down
12. Billy Joel An Innocent Marn..

13. Now That’s What I Call Music Various ~\rl|sL\ . £599
14, Big Country The Crossing ... T ¥
15. Culture Club Colour By Numbers . - _£449
16. U2 Live Undera Blood Red Sky ; £2.99
17. The Pretenders | eaming To Crawl = TIAIING 7
18, Judas Priest Defenders of the Faith . P i g e
19. Sometimes When We Touch Various Artists £5.99
20. Duran Duran Seven & The Ragged Tiger k399
21. Thompson Twins Quick Step & Side Kick : £4.49
22. China Crisis Working With Fire & Stee! £4.49
23, UB40 Lahourof Love. : . E4.79
24. Diana Ross Portrait ... e et e
25.Saxon Crusader. .. £4.49
26. Police Synchronicity W ! N ... £E4.79
27. Elaine Paige Stages ... B s sy et M £5.99
28. Jean Michel Jarre The Essential . £4.99
29. Genesis Genesis.. ... b - £4.79
30. Wham Fantastic... e R
31. Billy Bragg Life'sa aRiot With brw vV bp\ £2.99
32. Status Quo Back To Back . IR e 7 S5

33. Linda Ronstadt What's S N S £4.99
34, Tracey Ullman You Broke My Heartin 17 Places ..

36. Elton John Too Low For Zero.......
37. Auf Wiedersehen Pet ..

38, Ian Dury 4000 Weeks Holiday

39. Danse Society Heaven Is Waiting.
40. ABC Beauty Stab.... :

P New Release
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Twenty years ago Liverpool was the centre of the
: - pop universe.
Gerry And The Pacemakers: Their first three singles were ail No.1s and Merseybeat was the sound of British pop, the
one of these, 'You'll Never Walk Alone' is now the chant of the Liverpool music The Beatles took with them when they
fop: conquered the States.

The word “wacky” was on everyone's lips, silly
group names were all the rage, and teenagers all
over the world copied the Liverpool sound and
style.

In’84 the 'Poolis stillmaking pop history.
Groups like Frankie Goes To Hollywood, Echo And
The Bunnymen, China Crisis and The Icicle Works
are dominating the charts. Perhaps they're not all
quite so wacky, but they do still have weird
names. . .

5 Merseybeat was born.
In 1961 there were over 300
T h e 6 0 s of these Beat groups and
gradually the city's small
Liverpool was a busy portin clubs and bars turned away
the early '60s. When American from jazz bands and letthem
sailors came spilling out of play instead.
the docks, they didn't just The most famous of these
pick fights with the local clubs was The Cavern—where
; gangs, they also brought piles The Beatles played 287 times!
Merseybeats: The fad, the sound, the group. They never had massive of American rhythmand blues Their residency at the club
hits but they captured the spirit of the times and who could resistaband records that were unavailable secured them their record
who sported frilly shirts, bolero jackets and masses of rings? elsewhere in the country. deal with Parlophone—and
When young Scouse the rest, as our parents would
groups started experimenting confirm, is history.
with the R&B sound, Groups like Gerry And The

Lt

Searchers: ‘Needles And Pins’, their only No.1, was not only a classic A .

record but also a cute way of describing temporary paralysis of the Billy J Kramer: His first three records were all written by The Beatles
outer nervous system. Seen here on the pop showReady Steady Go, and were all smashes. Funny that. After that he wrote his own and was
which was the Top Of The Pops of yesteryear. never as big again.

ATAIN NS E D




Pacemakers, Billy J. Kramer,
The Fourmost, The
Merseybeats, The Searchers
and The Swinging Blue Jeans
followed in their wake. All had
hits.

The new groups dressed
crisply and their songs
summed up their spirit of the
times. ‘She Loves You',
‘Sweets For My Sweet’ and
‘The Hippy Hippy Shake' were
played on Dansettes and
jukeboxes up and down the
country, and the Liverpool
groups became the folk
heroes of their day.

Much was made of the
Liverpool sense of humour -
zany, wacky but still down to
earth. Stupid in aromantic
and whimsical way.

But2ach group was forced
to go south to London to find
fame and fortune, and
eventually Liverpool was
drained of inspiration. The
strength of the sound had
been the factthatitwas so
localised.

By 1957 Mersey beat was as
good as over.

Paul Bursche
loocks backon
20 years of
Merseybeat

y

The late '60s and early '70s
were depressing times for
Liverpool. The portdeclined
and the pop scene switched to
London.

But there was one
exception-The Beatles. They
continued to have hits all
through this period.

Between 1962 and 1982
they released 27 singles. 17
wentto No.1and anothér
eight were top ten hits. ‘She
Loves You' was inthe charts
for 31 weeks and ‘Sergeant
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band’ was in the album charts
for 148!

Even when they split up in
1970, Paul McCartney, George
Harrisonand Ringo Starr all
continued to make chart
records. And as today’s chart
shows, it seems not even
death can prevent John
Lennon having hits.

Liverpool's next boom
started in 1977 when Eric’s

Frankie Goes To Hollywood: Relax! The B-side is ‘Ferry Cross The
Mersey’, so who said that the old hits are best?

A A

4 H

e s Icicle Works: Describing themselves as makers of a kind of frozen pop

winterland.

China Crisis: Credited by many critics as the original wimp band and
doing their level best to live up to the image

Echo And The Bunnymen: Much the same type of humour as The
Beatles. In fact their biggest disappointment in their inability to say or
do anthing The Beatles haven 't already said or done.




TOO YOUNG TO KNOW
7”Single and [2” ClubMix

ICICLE WORKS

. . .and bubbling under:

IN THE CHARTS . . .

FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD ‘Relax' (ZTT)
PAUL McCARTNEY 'Pipes Of Peace’ (Parlophone)
JOE FAGIN ‘That's Living Alright’ (Towerbell)

‘Love Is A Wonderful Colour’ (Beggars Banquet)
CHINA CRISIS ‘Wishing Thinking’ (Virgin)
ECHO AND THE BUNNYMEN ‘Killing Moon' (Korova)
JOHN LENNON ‘Nobaody Told Me' (Polydor)

PALE FOUNTAINS ‘Unless’ (Virgin)
DEAD OR ALIVE 'I'll Do Anything’ CBS

Club opened. People flocked
to see the London punk
groups play and then,
surprise surprise, started
forming groups themselves.

They were reacting against
the decline of the port,
unemployment, boredom—
and the fact that you could
now see old heroes like The
Swinging Blue Jeans playing
cabaret!

Eric's was just as important
as The Cavern in its own way,
as itgave the young peopile of
the city a focus for their
talents—and convenient loo
walils on which to write their
names.

Big In Japan (featuring
Holly from Frankie and
Budgie from The Banshees)
were the first of the new
Liverpool groups, and they
were followed by The Crucial
Three, alegendary group
comprising lan McCulloch
from Echo And The
Bunnymen, Julian Cope of
The Teardrop Explodes and
Pete Wylie of Wah! They only
played together four times but
all three went on to greater
things. ..

L[S

The most recent generation of
Liverpool groups are OMD,
The Lotus Eaters, China
Crisis, The Icicle Works,
Frankie, and Dead Or Alive.

There are two broad types
of Liverpool music in the '80s.
The whimsical synth pop of
China Crisis and The Icicle
Works seems to be saying,
“Yeah, times are hard but love
canrise above all that”. The
harder, sleazier groups like
Frankie and Dead Or Alive are
saying, “Yeah, times are hard
and we wantto rub your noses
init.”

The Bunnymen walk
somewhere in between the
two extremes, talking about
love honestiy yet somehow
romanticising the decay.

All these bands look like
being around a good while
yet.

And don’'t worry, there are
still plenty of silly names
where they came from. Look
out for Virgin Dance and The

WIN
A VMIERSEYBEAT
ALBUM!

If you fancy listening to some of the bands you've
just read about then youreally should get your
hands on Parlophone’s ‘Merseybeat’ double
album. It contains singles by all the ’60s groups
mentioned here, and more. We've got ten copies,
soif you’d like one, send a postcard to Mersey,
No.1, Room 2614, King’s Reach Tower, Stamford
Street, London SE1 SLS.




Check the pulse of the new releases with our

unique temperature gauge. The blacker the strip,

the hotter the wax.

CYNDI LAUPER

She's So Unusual [Epic)
it you're dithering over whether to
buy this album on the strength of
her hit single 'Girls Just Want To
Have Fun', dither no more.

Thankifully there are only a
couple of soft-rock Journey type
songs—therestare great.

Cyndi's acrobatic vocals can
make your eyes waler, but her
range is mighty impressive.

There's humour—'She-Bop' and
'He's So Unusual Yeah, Yeah'—
and soul-searching ballads like
‘Time After Time', the next single
perhaps?

This girl wears her heart on her
sleeve, she doesn't beliavein
bland. Buyitand enjoy.

Anne Lambert

WHITESNAKE

Slide It In (Liberty/EMI)
|don't care if everyone else has
given ‘Slide It In' a pasting. | think
it's a good record. OK, so the lyrics
aremoslly about one thing (guess
what) but if Frankie can get away
withit . ..

Spurred on by Cozy Powell's
ton-of-bricks drumming, these
numbers race along, and with
vocal harmonies and keyboards
added the sound is heavy but
hummable.

Just try listening to 'Standing In
The Shadows' without singing
along.

Thisis Whitesnake's finest
studio album, and whether you
keep your record collectionina
box or apile on the floor | suggest
you ‘Slide It In'. (That iswhat the
title means, isn'tit?).

David Ling

I

VARIOUS

Two Of A Kind (EMI
America)

The last time John Travolta and
Olivia Newton John worked
together was on Grease—a
partnership which realised the
second biggest selling album of all
time (topped only by Travolta's
other hit, 'Saturday Night Fever').
Somehow | can'tsee ‘Two Of A
Kind' even getting out of the
starting blocks.

On the album there are three
ONJ songs and one duet with John
—the current single— but though
they're pleasant enough there's no
sparks flying. A shame, when the
film's instrumental music is scored
by Bill Conti of Rockyand For Your
Eyes Onlytame.

Perhaps they needed Tracey to
makeit ‘Three Of AKind'. .

Paul Simper

NEENE  EEEE
ZERO
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FELT
The Spiendour Of Fear
{Cherry Red)

Felt are four shy lads who cannot
be fitted into any convenient
pigeon-hole. Their delicate sound
conjures up a dreamy thoughtful
mood with its Byrds-like guitar
harmonies and wistful vocals,
Amongst the six tracks (four of
which are instrumentals), there are
moments of great beauty like
‘Mexican Bandits' and 'A Preacher
In New England'. However, when
Feltlapse into over-long guitar
ramblings the dream crumbles.
Felt shouldkeep it short 'n’ sweet.

Ade Morgan
ol A

STEWART COPELAND
Rumble Fish (A&M)

I Copeland’s light-fingered cymbal
strokes on ‘Walking On The Moon'
or his doom-laden pounding on
“Tea In The Sahara’ were not
enough to convince you that Palice
drummers can be inventive
musical creatures, this will,

Scampering around his kit with a
marvellous blend of control and
frenelic activity, Copeland aiso
shows some neat touches on
guitars and keyboards.

Vibrant and edgy, this is film
music that actually works without
the visuals.

Rob Steen

SNOWY WHITE

White Flames (Towerbell)
“I'm doing what | enjoy

now . . . getting these mellow
sounds out of the guitar,” Snowy
told No. 7 while 'Bird Of Paradise’
was in the charts.

He was speaking from the
studios while remixing several
tracks from this album. ‘White
Flames' was a flop last year but
after the single's success they've
putitout again.

The re-mix hasmade an
improvement but some of the
songs are self-indulgent and
Snowy's hardly the world's best
singer, though his guitar work is
excellent.

Hear before you buy.

David Ling

I
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SIMPLE MINDS
Sparkle In The Rain
{Virgin)
In 1982 Simple Minds
brought out an album called
‘New Gold Dream’, whose
only fault was thatitwas
underproduced. That's
hardly the case here.
‘Sparkle In The Rain’ leaps
out of the speakers witha
vengeance as producer
Steve Lillywhite attempts to
make the Minds into
Scotland's U2. His BIG drum
sound threatens to knock
everything else off the LP.
The songsaren’tas
sharply defined as before.

Jim Kerr seems to be
working on a new style of
singing in which the melody
of his vocal is at odds with
what the rest of the band are
playing. When this works, as
in *‘Up On The Catwalk’, it's
superb. Eisewhere, songs
like ‘White Hot Day’ just
seems to slip past with no
sense of identity, uncaring
and unwanted.

Taken asawhole the LP
moulds together well, its
main themes of Light, Speed
and Hope merging well with
the new harder sound.

And while this isn’t the
perfect pop package their
last LP was, the new rock
formula sees the Minds still
pushing forwaid into fresh
grounds.

Paul Bursche

[ .

EARTHLY DELIGHTS

THOMAS DOLBY
TheFlat Earth
{Parlophone)

Thomas Dolby’s childhood
was an adventure—
travelling around Europe
with his archaeologist
father.

Thomas Dolby's records
are an adventure too—full of
stories and strange sounds,
ingeniously conceived,
produced and video'd by
this underrated genius.

‘Hyperactive’ is the hit
Dolby deserved long ago.
Till now, too many treasures
have slipped by
undiscovered.

Thomas experiments with
some subtler sounds on
‘The Flat Earth’. They may
not be as catchy as of old but
they are ultimately haunting,

Thomas at compass boin!

and cleanly and intriguingly
produced.
It's about time Thomas
Dolby became a pop star!
Debbi Voller

| I

Pic: Peter Anderson
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|SINGLES

IT'SIMMATERIAL
A Gigantic Raft (Eternal)
Oh, these Liverpool groups!
From the beautiful, insincere
poetry of the Bunnymen to the
unhip watercolours of China
Crisis, there are scousers
Making It everywhere you listen
These former Yachts may
prove the exception though;
bouncy and clever, their sea
shanty remains basically
unloveable.

DAVID GRANT

Organize (Chrysalis)

And the bland playedon. . .
‘Organize’ appears to be some
sort of call to arms, which will fall
on deaf ears as David's nice,
clean, white fans flip over to the
smoochy ‘Wrap Yourself
Around Me’. The latteris
dreamy, frothy, and very
pleasant too. Harmless. Why
pretend to be anything else?

THEBOOMTOWN RATS
Tonight (Mercury)

Having already been threatened
with death or worse for running
down Bobsie and co’s offerings,
| approached theircomeback in
friendly enough fashion. But this
is just more hollow, brassy noise

from Rats whao should have got
off their sinking ship long ago.

OLIVIANEWTON JOHN &
JOHN TRAVOLTA

Take A Chance (EMI)
“Could itbe, "breathless Livvy,
“we re the perfect pair?" And of
course, they are. The perfect
pair of what, | leave to your
imagination.

HELEN AND THE HORNS
Freight Train (Thin Sliced
Records)
Oooh, a breath of fresh air! Doris
Day soundalike Helen skips
through a wholesome little ditty
full of engaging endearments
such as “the apple of my eye”.
When was the lasttime
someone called you that, eh?
Lovers of mumsy tunes, note
that this isn't the one that goes
“Freight train, freight train, going
so fast”, butit's jolly dee just the
same.

LONDON COMMUNITY
GOSPELCHOIR

Fill My Cup (Isiand)
London Community Boring
Jazzfunk Choir, more like it. Not
apatchonMadness's chums,
the old Pentecostal whatnot of

the Living God. Take the vocals
off this and it could be Shakatak.

THEMYSTERY GIRLS

Ash InDrag (A&M)

One look at the three ugly sisters
on the sleeve said it all- horrible
glam rockers (male) infaggy,
slutty, sleazy drag. But | listened
anyway, and found sub-Ziggy/
Aladdin cliches. as expected. Do
we really have to suffer all this
rubbish again?Wake me up
whenit's 1977. . .

SADE ADU

Your Love Is King (Epic)
It's hard not to feel just a litile
hostile towards a woman who
looks as if le little black dress
had been invented expressly for
her.

Still, | must say that Ms Adu's
slow, swingy debut is far more
successful than Bourgie
Bourgie's. since it actually pulls
off the sultry mood it's after. The
Haringey love goddess is
perhaps a little too nonchalent,
sounding positively offhand at
times, bul she's off to a good
start.

PRETENDERS

Middle Of The Road (Real)
Hated this at first, but I'll admit
that as good old rock'n’roll goes,

Reviewed
by Sunie

it goes pretty well. Stomping
stuff, with some Mean Harp
(archaic term meaning well-
played harmonica), but | prefer
Chrissie's softer singles.

CARGO

Tender Touch (Korova)
Reviewing the singles late at
nightdoes tend to create a bias
towards the slow, smoothy stuff.
| mean - Confession!—| couldn't
even bring myselfto listento the
Samson record.

DEBBIEHARRY
Rush Rush (Chrysalis)
Last time Debbie
collaborated with Giorgio
Moroder ona film song, the
result was the beautifully
brash 'Call Me'.
Unfortunately this, the
theme from the forthcoming
gangster epic Scarface,isa
good deal less successful.
Her singing and his
production are OK but the
song is a total non-starter. |
only hope that Al Pacinoin
the title role manages to
deliver something a bit more
exciting.

USH U

Ho’: on the level
Ifhe'sinclined
Asonofadevil
He wants mine and more

' He'sahigh high climber
Not justaclinging vine
He made the grade he made
his mark Sénor guess who's
keeping score

Chorus

Rush rush get the yeyo

Buzz buzz gimme yeyo

Rush rush rush got the yeyo ohoh
Yoyo getthe yeyo ohoh

Yeyo ooh ohe yeyo

He's areal speed demon

He's one of a kind
‘Watching, walting, winking over

a shouider, he's running out of time

Chorus
Rush rush to the yeyo
Buzz buzz gimme yeyo

Yoyo voro yeyo coco
Rush rush to the yeyo coco

_Nevernever take a chance before

- And now he's ina hurry |
Better better make your mind
u bcy
He's faster, faster, fastar

Chorus -
Hushrushgimmysyo L

Buzz buzz buzz gimme yeyo ohoh
No nogimme yeyo

Yoyo nono yeyo ohoh

(Repeat)

He's a real speed demon
He’'s oneofakind .
Watching, waiting, winking over
a shoulder, he's running out
of time
Chorus
- Rush rush to the yeyo
Buzz buzz gimme yeyo
Buzz buzzbuzz. . .

Words Debble Harry Music Gorgio Moroder.
Reproduced by kind permmission MCA Music Ltg.
On Ehrysalis Records.

DERDIE IEIRRY
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Cargo's effortis supple and
seductive, as long as you close
your ears to the lamebrained
lyrics. Must be Americans, |
suppose.

INXS
Original Sin (Mercury)
The title is unpromising, they're
Australian and the singer tends
to sound unnervingly like Elton
John. Butthis is a little cracker!
The guitaris very Chic/'Let's
Dance’, which isn't surprising
since Nile Rodgers produced i,
but overall INXS don't sound like
anyone else | can think of.
Intelligent, interesting and
commercial — how come the
charts are full of Fiction Factory
when this kind of stuffis lurking
outside?

WORLD FAMOUS
SUPREME TEAM

Hey DJ (Charisma)
McLaren proteges deliver a
pleasant if unstartling effort. It's
arelaxed rap, whichmakes a
change from the usual “I'm
black, I'm crippled, | live on the
17th floor and the elevator's
busted”, butit'sall abittame

CENTRALLINE

Betcha Gonna (Mercury)
Ican't believe it! Forget Britfunk,
this sounds like Eurovision Song
Contest entry. Honestly, it's a
realrum’ un-—I|can'tthink what's
come over these boys, but |
hope they get averit PDQ.

BOP

Too Young To Know (EMI)
lan Page, former mod hero, is
back with a new group (seriously
naff name though, lan) and a
very different sound from his
Secret Affair days. What we
have here is a young white
Englishman who sings like just
that, over a pretty convincing
black soul backing.

The lyrics are crushingly
banal, but with a better song the
mixture might be more
appealing.

BOURGIE BOURGIE
Breaking Point (MCA)
Perhaps my expectations
were foolishly high, but this
debut by Scotland’s latest
young hopefulsisabitofa
disappointment.

It 's melodramatic, even
grandiose, rather like The
Associates ina poppy
mood. That's fine, but the
strings are rather
overbearing, and the whole
thing sounds curiously
stilted.

A very respectable first
release, but no cigar.

1 stake my claim

I strike theveln
Cos sleeping late

Is only halfof it

You canta!k{Oh you can talk)
But can you talk (But can you talk)

_ Yeah can you talk (But can you talk)

' Yeah you should know
I stretch to better things

‘Chorus i
You're running pretty wild
You're running pretty deep
You oughta get some sleep
You oughta take your time
You oughta heed my words
And justwait untll your ship comes in

You'li only need enough
_Tokeep you going
Sol'miceingtheline
And we're dolng justfine

Chorus
w.'re running pretty wild
We're running pretty deep
You oughta get some sleep
You oughta take your time
- You oughta heed my words _-
And just walt until your shipcomesin

.Hepeat istchorus

Repnat chorus twice
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TV star, rock singer, movie actor, pin-up . . .
Rick Springfield is pop’s latest Superman.
Paul Simper plays Lois Lane.

ordinary rock and roll became the No.1 showin

R ick Springfield is no show went through the roof and
star. America— there was a General

In the 60s he ducked bullets .
entertaining US troops in
Vietnam. Later he landed a star
part in the soap opera General
Hospitaland between takes he
became a major rock success
with three big selling albums.

Now he's landed a hitin
England with his single ‘Human
