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NEWS 

Warwick sets eight 
on Yule market bid 

CELEBRATING THE release of Max Bygraves new Ronco albui LingalongaMax are WUf Price, of Boots, Max Bygraves, Woolworth Bob Egerton and Ronco's UK managing director Barry Collier. 

WARWICK RECORDS'S bid to dominate the autumnal tv albums market will be built around a cam- paign on eight LPs. In addition to 20 No. 1 Hits by Ray Conniff, Acker Bilk's Evergreen, and Disco Gold by Biddu, already mentioned (RB September 25), the company has scheduled three more albums to come out in October. Out on October 11 will be Love Songs CWW5046) and Black Velvet (WW 

Media rush Max heads £1.2501 Ronco 
for Roddy autumn TV LP barrage 
THE LONG awaited debut album by Roddy Llewellyn is released by Phonogram, on the Phillips label, on Friday October 13. Titled Roddy, the album is produced by Tony Eyers—whose past credits include albums by Petula Clark, Twiggy and 5000 Volts—on Phillips 9109 227 with an r.r.p. of £4.35. (Simultaneous cassette release on Phillips 7108 189 at £4.50.) Aside from trade and consumer press advertising there will be posters on bus fronts and on tube trains in London from now until Christmas. In addition Phonogram plan a nation- wide in-shop display campaign featur- ing the album cover and poster with ^he copy line, "But have you heard album ?" They will also be giving jokmatches with a picture of a message from him to 

i product manager for Rick Blaskey, claimed it from the media d said Roddy would be light 
extensive coverage in ss. The Roddy push a lavish reception at ^Tramp on October 9. 

RONCO'S TV merchandising pro- gramme for the pre-Christmas season will centre on four releases, involving five LPs, covering pop, disco, MOR and classical. The company's rate card spend will total £1.25 million, but the amount could be increased if further 
Dealer bonus 
on Sire LPs. WEA HAS announced that the enure Sire back catalogue is now available through normal WEA channels and at the same time offers a special dealer incentive in which three samp- ler Sire albums will be given for every pack of ten Sire albums ordered. These LPs will not be available through any other outlet and can be offered for retail sale. WEA took over Sire licensing in June from Phonogram. The sampler is titled The Sire Machine Turns You 'Up and parodies the old 60s CBS Rock Machine Turns You On album in title and cover design. It features tracks by, among others. The Ramones Rezillos, Richard Hell, Paley Brothers, Dead Boys and an old Patti Smith Sire single, 'Hey Joe'. 

promotional spending to boost notably successful albums is deemed necessary. Already on release is The Kinks's 20 Golden Greats (RPL 2031). This will be followed on October 4 with the company's second Max Bygraves collection, LingalongaMax (RPL2033), The LP features 20 songs which have been hits over the past 50 years. On October 15 comes Boogie Fever (RTL 2034) spotlighting tracks by such artists as Renaissance, Foreigner, Clout, Sheila B. Devotion and Raydio. On December 1, Ronco releases two 4LP box-sets Classical Gold. Vol. 1 (RTD4 2020) has been recorded by the London Philharmonic Orchestra and Vol. 2 (RTD4 2032) by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. All campaigns will go national and run for four weeks. Ronco also has two regional cam- paigns for existing albums. Already on the screens in Scotland is the Black Joy soundtrack LP (RTL 2025), while Boogie Nights (RTL 2027) will be promoted for four weeks in the Trident area from November 22. Still to be confirmed is one more album for release on December 1 and another which comes out on January 1. The company is also planning a film soundtrack LP for March-April. 

5047). Love Songs includes tracks from such artists as David Soul, Minnie Ripperton, Billy Ocean, Dan Hill and Mary O'Hara. Promotion rolls out nationally from the ATV area. Black Velvet begins its national promotion in Granadaland and among the 20 tracks are recordings by Deniece Williams, Johnny Nash, Barry White, Lou Rawls, and Gladys Knight, On offbeat Warwick release on October 18, which bows in Harlech and Westward, is One Hit Wonders (WW 5048). This covers 20 best- sellers from artists who never scored another significant hit. Scheduled for early November are Bless This House by Harry Secombe (WW 5052) a 20-track selection of religious songs, and Lemon Popsicle (WW 5050). This is the soundtrack album from an Israeli film with English language dialogue and a strong rock 'n' roll music content with songs from Little Richard, Bill Haley, Paul Anka and Paul & 

Stiff offers 
cash prises 
STIFF RECORDS is offering a first prize of £100, a second of £75 and a third of £50 to the dealer with the best Stiff window display. Consolation prizes of £5 will also be given if a Stiff employee should enter a shop and hear playing one of the current new Stiff albums by Wreckless Eric, Mickey Jupp, Rachel Sweet, Lena Lovich or Jona Lewie. Display materials are available from Nigel Dick at 01-727 9202 and polaroid photos of entries should be sent to the same person at Stiff Records, 28 Alexander Street, London, W2. This promotion is based around the current IBE STIFF tour which features the 

E BAYER SAGER Pit: Falling In Love" 
RENAISSANCE "Back Home Once Again" THE PIRATES "Shakin' All Over" ANDREW GOLD "Thank You For Being A Friend " 
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MULLnSTGS 
WE MUST admit to a little bewilderment at the recent BBC Radio reshuffles which resulted in Radio-1 losing its Head and gaining a Controller while Radio-2 kept its head and gained a Controller. We are indebted to the Beeb publicity department for the following explanation - Derek Chinnery while still head of Radio 1 will soon become Controller; Charles McLelland who was Controller Radios 1-2 becomes just Controller of Radio-2 while Geoff Owen who was head of Radio-2 remains as Head of Radio 2 and Teddy Warrick deputy head of Radio-1 remains deputy head of Radio-1. The reason Radio-2 needs a Controller and a head, apparently is that it is bigger than Radio-1 which gained a Controller and no longer needs a head largely due to some fairly outspoken remarks made about the station's status made by certain producers to Aubrey Singer, the new managing director of BBC Radio ... as previously hinted in this column, the RCA purchase of ABC Records in America is now expected to be formally announced before long ... at Barney Ales farewell party for departing Motown International chief Ken East, former EMI and RCA m.d. Gerry Oord made rare public appearance and indicating that a new involvement with the record business may be looming . . . 
WITH THE addition of the Infinity label repertoire in the New Year will MCA product strength make a change in future licensing agreement with EMI inevitable? ... the Rudolf Hess Lifetime In Solitary Confinement Award to press officer Charlie McCutcheon for leaving Sounds scribe Paul McCrea locked in Anchor office completing an article on Crusaders - he was freed around midnight . . . comedian Bobby Knutt makes dj debut on BBC Radio Sheffield with regular Sunday lunchtime slot . . . also in Sheffield, publicity man David Longman and Radio Hallam parting company . . . four-day trip to Miami by Motown's Keith Bourton and Sun newspaper's Queen Of Pop Nina Myskow resulted in a centre-spread splash for Commodores . . . AT MPA's Tin Pan Alley Ball last week, £17,000 raised for Music Therapy Charity and MTA Benevolent Fund - highlights included a surprise, surprise win for WEA's Dave Dee of a two week holiday at Disney World Florida, which was then auctioned to Brotherhood Of Man mentor Tony Hiller for £1,600 and Chrysalis' chairman Chris Wright's decision to hand back to charity his half share win of Radio Luxembourg's £208 raffle prize . . . but the low spot for 700 guests was the awful sound balance for the cabaret performance of the Three Degrees, who gave their services free and may have regretted it - a doubly suprising failure in the light of the excellent sound quality of the Joe Loss Orchestra who played at the opposite end of the Hilton ballroom . . . LOOKING FOR A pressing-distribution deal, Rob Hallett's Manic Records label which numbers a Black Slate album on its catalogue . . . RB's reggae correspondent Snoopy can be spotted in a bus queue pictured on cover of Tradition's RCA debut album . . . our man who has sneaked a pre-releasc listen to Roddy Llewellyn's forthcoming album reports that he's not likely to follow in the grand tradition of Welsh singers . . . surprisingly not noted a; the NY Cosmos vs Chelsea match, the Ertegun brothers . . . Andy Gray, retired ex-editor of the NME keeping himself busy; he's won six golf trophies in seven weeks including a scratch tournament in Seefeld, Austria against over 100 other players . . . 
RECENT MARRIAGE in-Bermuda for Harlequin executive Director David Moss and Guildford branch manager Teresa Stenson . . . Arcade chief Michael Levene strenuously denies current industry speculation that a sell-out to Canada's GlobalCommunicationscompany,ownersofTeeVeeRecords, isinprospect. . . 

Hyde House, 13 Langley Street, London WC2H 9JG 01-836 9311 EDITOR/MANAGING DIRECTOR Brian Mulligan DEPUTY EDITOR (News) John Hayward ASSISTANT EDITOR (Production) Peter Harvey EDITORIAL David Redshaw (Talent): Brian Harngan (Radio) Tim Smith (Retailing); Frank Granville Barker (Classical) RESEARCH Godfrey Rust (Manager): Dafydd Rees (Assistant Manager); Barry Lazell; Jan Martin ADVERTISING Nigel Steffens fManagerJ; Julia Ball (Production 
COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR Bill Newton Subscriptions do RBP Ltd., Oaklield House, Perrymount Road. Hay- wards Heath, Sussex RH16 3DH. Published by Record Business Publications Ltd., Hyde House, 13 Langley Street, London WC2, set by TypeMatters (London) Ltd., and printed by Garrod and Lofthouse Ltd., Bedford. Distributed by J & G (Forest) Promotions Ltd. Registered at the Post Office as a newspaper. 

t t tr f r r t r 11 t t t ^ 11Jjq; 

DIM 

ESSEX 

AGREAT 
NEW SINGLE 

WORLl 

After a top five hit comes yet another chart topping single from David Essex- Brave New World) from the phenomenal album "The War Of The Worlds'. David Essex is riding high these days and his immense popularity is sure tr send this single roaring up the charts. And every ^ copy comes in a colourful picture bag too! Make s\— 
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'NEWS 
Draper made 
md in Virgin 
shake-up 
VIRGIN RECORDS has experienced a maior staff re-shuffle this week with changes in almost even.' department of 

Virgin Records' business director Ken Bern- becomes President of Vir- gin US. His successor as business manager is James Vare, a prominent 

— 

AFTER SCANDALISING the Palladium audience last we^, Bette M par tied into the early hours of the morning at the Palm Court Lounge of {he Waldorf Hotel, meeting up with fellow raver George MeUy as well as Art Garfunkle, Stephen Bishop and Jack Nicholson along the way. 
Charles ducti manager and is replaced in his former position by Simon Valley, while John Varnum, previously marketing man- ager and consultant to the Virgin Group of Companies, has been appointed creative director of Virgin's Leisure Division, which includes the new club The Vi 

New Arista pricing 
means tape/lp parity 

well Scala Cinema, Off Line Editing Ltd ph film and tv projects. In the International deportment, Vanessa Mills becomes international product co-ordinator and Julie Baylis and Mary Creed are new assistants. General manager of Virgin's publ- ishing arm Carol Wilson has been made a director of company and has appointed Brian Dunham as business manager and Dave Fudger former Sounds deputy editor, as a&r man- ager. Virgin has recently set up a joint publishing concern in Paris with Phil- lipe Constantin, previously manager of Pathe-Marconi Music. 

InsfeOuts 
BRENDAN NOLAN has been appxiinted CBS industrial relations manager his main duties being to co-ordinate industrial relations bet- ween the compjany's various sites to help ensure a consistent approach throughout the company. He will give help and advice to personnel and line managers at each location. 
MAGNET RECORDS promotions chief Marilyn Ford is leaving the comptany after holding that position for 15 months. She is setting up her own freelance promotion company and the first client will be Magnet Records. She can be contacted from October 2 on 01-455 4607 or 01-540 6831. She was previously with Island, Transatlantic and Pye. 
JEFF STEWART, previously display manager for Tandem, has joined Trumps Leisure Services with respon- sibility for the compianys new record promotion service - Leapfrog Prom- 

ARISTA RECORDS has brought in a parallel pricing policy for standard albums and cassettes which will occa- sionally mean tapes will be slightly cheaper than LPs, in its new price structure announced this week, and effective from October 1. The company has linked its stan- dard ARTY-prefixed album price to the new TCART and TCBEL tape rrp at the new rate of £4.29. Specially packaged albums car tying the SPART and SYBEL prefix rise to £4.49 but the equivalent tapies will still retail at £4.29. The c a the original 'spjecial package' designati for releases with a SPART number. "We have tended to misuse the SPART catagory, but now we plan to re-introduce our ARTY catagory for 

our straight forward releases, keeping the higher priced SPART prefix for specially packaged LPs" said keting manager Denis Knowles. "However, in the cassette field, where the packaging element is less variable, we are able to keep to the single price catagory of the 'standard' LPs, with the result that in many cases the tapie will now be cheapter than its vinyl counterpart." Regular 7-inch singles will rise 90P, de-luxe albums (DLART) to £4.79, double LPs (DARTY and AL 500) and double cassettes (TCDAR) to £6.29. However, the recently-launched double LP Savoy jazz series remain at £4.99 and 12-inch singles (ARIST 12) stay at 99p. 

EMI telesales on-line 
EMI RECORDS has launched a com- puter linked telephone sales and order department at their Uxbridge Road distribution centre. The company has invested around £40,000 in new equipment and staff training to complete the system. Gordon Collins, assistant director of production and distribution told Record Business that the process of switching from the old telephone sales system to the new On Line System began on April 1. The existing staff of telephone sales girls and punch operators were trained to operate Visual Display Units linked to a master computer and Collins claimed a 95 p>er cent success rate in the training scheme. Basically, the Video Sales Input Department consists of six teams of girls - 12 or 13 strong - taking orders from dealers and punching them into the VDUs which relay the information to the stores downstairs — 

One of the many facilities built-in to the VDUs is the ability to spot a misquoted order number instantly. This allows the operator to tell the dealer immediately and get a cor- rection thus saving time all round. All told there are 48 VDUs in operation each of which cost £2,000. EMI already had around 30 VDUs before the new system was launched. Gordon Collins explained that the cost of setting up the new system would be compensated for in the long run by a reduction in staff - through natural wastage and not redundancies he stressed. Collins also emphasised that dealers should not get the impression that problems will arise in the system because it is being officially launched this week. In fact the system has been gradually phased into operation c fhe past few months specifically to void the sort of problems that might LTse in a sudden changeover. 

Meal Ticket 
double 45 
from Logo 
LOGO RECORDS is following up the success of its double Alberto Y Lost Trios Paranoias single with a similar marketing strategy for Meal Ticket's 

Entitled 'Simple' with a 'B' side of 'Funny Farm', the first 20,000 copies will come in a gatefold sleeve coupled with two live tracks, 'Son Of The Creature From The Black Lagoon' and 'Boogie Queen'. The set (GO(D) 330) will be released on October 27 and will retail at the new Logo single price of 85p. After the 20,000 edition is exhausted, the single will revert to 
On the same date Logo releases a 12-inch single by Marsha Hines 'Signed Sealed Delivered, I'm Yours' CGO(T) 328). 

\ Merchandising 
PYE RECORDS will be backing release of the new Fabulous Poodles album and single with a "massive media campaign". The album Unsuit- able is out on October 13 and the single 'Mirror Star' (7N46118) is released in pink vinyl and in a special colour bag on October 6. The band undertakes a 40 date UK tour during October and November. 
WITH EXTENSIVE media and dealer orientated campaigns now under way. United Artists has booked television advertising for the new Connie Francis album Who's Happy Now. It will run from the end of November through till mid-December on ATV, Granada, Tyne-Tees, Border and Scottish. 
TO SUPPORT the recently released Jim Rafferty single 'This Time' (F 13797), Decca will be taking adver- tising space in the trade press as well as organising in-store dealer displays. 
WITH THREE UK concerts now lined up for early October, Decca has rush released a new Ray Charles album on the London Records label titled Love And Peace. Charles will be appearing at Birmingham (Oct 11), Edinburgh (Oct 12) and the Royal Albert Hall, London (Oct 13). 
VIRGIN RECORDS releases its sec- ond luminous disc on October 13, entitled Moving Targets (V2109) is Penetration's first album and is pre- ceded by a single 'Life's A Gamble- on October 6 (5/5226). The band begins an extensive UK tour on October 27. HAVING SOLD out its initial 1500 pressing run' i>oho Records is ufacturing a furjJi^rHQO copies of the Nips single. All The Time In Th World' to satisfy demand from spe^ 
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ONE STOPS 

TV discs you 
can get hold 
of NOW 

ROAD TO RUIN - Ramones IMAGES - Dor^ 
t-LSO 

WITH THAT glut of 

DONT U>OK BACK - Boston - Epic 

Songs an THE BKT 

ROMANCE 

^LIGHTNING/LONDON 

NIGHT FLIGHT TO VENUS - Boney M - Allan- 
s.-oSb-,ss: 

11 stop BLUE 

IN STOCK NOW BOWIE'S NEW DOUBLE ON BLUE VINYL SNAP THEM UP AT ONLY £4.80 
ALSO JUST ARRIVED ROLLING STONES moments i IN COLOUR SA^RDAY 

LET IT ON RED ON WHITE THROUGH THE PAST . . ON GREEN BETWEEN THE BUTTONS ON YELLOW SATANIC MAJESTIES ON WHITE HIGH TIDE GREEN GRASS ON ORANGE 
's NEW DOUBLE ALBUM 

IT OUT ! 
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The 8 to Ws have always 
made up a large part of the 
record buying public. 

And over the past couple 
of years they've been sadly 
neglected. - — 

That is until now. , And it's going to be 
The first album from selling fast. 

Rosetta Stone, on Private Stock, Not on|y because ^ first 

becomes a collection of their 10,000 copies come with the 
« entire recorded single sheila but because there 

' material with will be an extensive marketing 
the inclusion of and advertising campaign as well. 

ROSFfTA 

mc¥ajf^€ 
1 

a free copy of ,So don,t be cau§ht out- 
the single Stock up now. 

m   
'Sheila! Album number PVLP1031 Manufactured and distributed by EMI Records Ltd. Order from EMI Hayes Distribution Centre. Telephone; 01-757 4532, 4611 and 848 9811. 



REIAIUECr 
THE DAY that a record dealer told Elli Stockeld to push off - although the actual word used was more explicit than 'push' - she was delighted. She knew she had been accepted. Elli is one of Britain's f< record salesmen, working which runs from Tyne-Tees on the east coast to Cumbria on the west. She is one of two women selling for EMI's Licensed Repertoire Division. The other is Kathy Leppard who covers the West London district. Both are relative newcomers to selling records, but inexperience appears to be easily compensated for by deter- mination and enthusiasm, although El- U's career pre-EMI had involved her in a number of jobs, among them being a representative for a jam firm and work- ing on promotion of fork-lift trucks, cigarenes and wallpaper. As she puts it: "I had been in two very boring jobs. After a certain time there is nothing more you can say about wallpaper. The music industry is always changing - and you get to meet human beings." Elli took to the road in March, pre- dating Kathy's arrival in the West Lon- don record stores, including the disc department of Harrods, by five months. If single-mindedness is anything to go by, then Kathv mav well turn out to be one of EMI's success stories. She had followed an unsatisactory career pattern which took her through antique shops and a Kings Road boutique before join- ing EMI as secretary to Doug Johnston, LRD national sales manager, mainly because she felt it would give her the opportunity she wanted to join the sales force. "I made up my mind from the first day that I would give myself six months and if I hadn't made it I would be off," she says. Her determination to become a salesman, coupled with her persistence, fin alls' overcame EMI's wariness that a secretary could go on the road. She was given a two-week trial as a holiday relief in August. If there had been a feeling at head office that the only way to let her find that selling records was not a job for a secretary, then her performance dur- ing those two weeks amply confirmed her potential and she became a per- manent member of the team. "It just went okay," she says in her 

V 
EMI LRD'S two attractive sales representatives, Elli Stokeld (left) and Kathy Leppard, pictured with Ramon Lopez, EMI Records managing director, at the division's recent sales conference in Killarney. 

Elli and Kathy - two 
ladies on the road 
matter-of-fact way. "Dealer reaction was fairly good on the whole." One sus- pects that she is selling herself somewhat 

While the London dealers remained largely unperturbed by the prospect of dealing with a woman sales rep- resentative, the more traditional retail- ers in Elli Stockeld's part of the world were rather less enthusiastic at the pros- 
"In the first month they were shocked, but took it quite well. In the second month they realised I wasn't a woman, but a rep working for EMI. In the third month a few dealers tried to pull some fast ones - things like saying that the previous rep had promised to take back certain record if they had not been sold. On the whole I didn't find I was treated as a woman." Kathy con- firms the view, pointing out: "I was an EMI rep and I received quite a few mouthfuls at the beginning." Elli feels that a woman rep starts at an initial dis- advantage and is required to overcome traditional in-built suspicions among the customers that selling techniques may be adapted to accommodate female guile. But Kathy is convinced that any- thing other than a straight businesslike 

approach doesn't work. "Gone are the days when a woman could turn on the taps or smile sweetly to get her own way," she claims. Elli isn't quite so definite as Kathy on this point. "You can get some things by being a woman," she says. "But you must get the confidence of your cus- tomers first. You can't just walk through the door and flutter your eye- lashes." How did she go about winning confidence? "Well, in the first month I 

didn't have time to cover the whole tet- I phoned the shops I couldn't and chattered away to them. They knew what I was like from the phone conversation. I suppose I sold myselfon the phone. One point I feel strongly about is not overloading dealers with records that aren't going to sell. You can't build up a personal relationship that way. But if you have something which you know is going to lift off because of advertising and tours and promotion generally then it is up to you to persuade the dealer to stock the record even if he says '1 can't sell that here in a month of Sundays.' I had one example of that with a dealer who wouldn't take MCA's FM album. He thought it was terrible rubbish, so we had a discussion and he took a few copies. Two months later he had sold two boxes. He admitted that he had been wrong." Kathy's view of the saleman's lot is that dealers turned out to be rather less susceptible to persuasion than she had anticipated. She found them well informed about what was going on in the way of promotion and alert to the records which might benefit from it. But saleswomen like salesmen have targets to meet, so aren't there occa- sionally times when the woman's touch comes in useful, especially when the pitch is coming from a couple of decidely attractive young ladies. "Well," admitted Elli, "you must have friends and that is when a little bit of feminine charm comes in handy." The rest is a saleswoman's secret. 

msc tu wjum 
INCORPORATING BALLISTIC RECORDS 

We have now completed our move to - 94 Craven Park Rd, Harlesden N.W.10. London, with our larger premises we can now offer you a better service, with our comprehensive range of reggae, and also our large selection of soul including pre-releases and imports. Most of the black music spectrum is covered at Mojo. If you sire not getting a call from our vans, please call into our one-stop or ring 
01-743 2138 

MOJO IS YOUR SERVICE USE IT! 

Selling ideas 
SHEET MUSIC folios and music books can provide additional sales for record shops willing to stock them. But prom- otion of sales can be a problem for a dealer whose real experience is in selling records and tapes. To help dealers boost sales of printed merchandise, Europe's biggest organisation in this area. Music Sales has produced a useful giveaway booklet, Ideas That Sell Music. It con- tains 28 ideas, many of which, would prove relvant to record stores, with none of them requiring any heavy capital investment. In fact, many cost little more than effort on the part of the 

Copies of the booklet can be obtained from Music Sales, 78, Newman Street, London W1P 3LA (Tel: 636 9033). 

A NEW line in dual pack cassettes, which can be stored in the same way as books, has been produced by the Elec- tronics Group RACAL, of Redhill, Surrey. The gatefold package, which comes in C60, C90 and C120 formats, is designed to "eliminate the need for space consuming storage racks". The dual pack (RACAL XL) will retail at a similar price to two cassettes of com- parable quality. 
MTA courses on security 
THE NEXT two training courses organised by the MTA for dealers will take place in October, covering shop security and a broad look at the record and tape market. Security and loss control sessions will be held on October 11 at a cost of £27.00 (members) and £32.40 (non-members). It will include a lecture by a Metro- politan police crime prevention officer" and a discussion on security policy led by Frank Pegg of Volumatic. The two-day records and tape course 

October 24-25 is designed for new- comers to retailing and for those wishing to be brought up to date on recent developments. The course incorporates two outside visits, to EMI's factory at Hayes, and to Record Business to learn about chart compilation and the oper- ation of a trade paper, A guest speaker will be the BPI's security chief Bill Hood who will be talking on bootlegging, counterfeiting and piracy. Price is £48.60 (members) and £54 (non- ; members). 
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SIM3LES REVIEWS- 
BONEY M - RASPUTIN (ATLAN- TIC/HANSA K 11192) Producer - Frank Parian Writera - Frank Farian/Fleyam.Fred Jay Publisher - Hansa/ATV/GEMA A stunningly commercial blockbuster from the now platinum Night Flight To Venus album. Stylistically it's more similar to their Ma Baker" smash of 1977 than any of Boney M s more recent singles, though as befits the Russian subject matter it has heavy instrumental overtones of balalaikas and dancing Cossacks. An all-round smash, obviously. 

Hits of the "week: 

A beautifully mellow, soulful update of the Smokey Robinson song which gave the Miracles a hit in 1965. An extract from Linda's new Living In The USA album, it will undoubtedly storm the airwaves in short order. Singles buyers here tend to be more fickle about Linda, but this has potential to appeal to an extremely wide market. 
DEEP PURPLE-NEW. LIVES RARE VOL.2 (PURPLE PUR 137) Producers - Deep Purple/Martin Birch Write™ - Richie BlackmoreUon Lord/ Ian Pace/David Coverdale Publisher - Deep Purple (Overseas) The defunct heavy band which flatly refuses to lie down. Fans have already seen two similar EP pac- kages of early material into the charts, and this one will surely fol- low. The familiar cuts are 'Bum', 'Coronarias Redig', and a nine- minute-plus live 'Mistreated'. 
FRANKIE MILLER - DARLIN' (CHRYSALIS CHS 2255) Producer - Dave Mackay Writer - Oscar Blandemeyer Publisher - Logo/Superwop A tuneful, commercial cut from Miller, whose recent 'Stubborn Kind Of Fel- low' reaped top 60 honours. The straight pop approach may not please some fans who prefer his harder rock- ing side, but it should most certainly find airplay favour-which in turn could well inspire a wider audience to spiral it up the charts. 

v.V 

JOHN TRAVOLTA - SANDY (POLY- DOR POSP 6) Producer - Louis St. Louis Write™ - Louis St. Louis/Scott Simon Publisher - Famous Chappell Solo performance, from Grease fea- tures Travolta on an affectionate pas- tiche of a late 50s/early 60s teenbeal ballad. It's a strong vocal performance on a song with tremendous grow appeal - though in the present climate it could hardly fail to smash regardless of quality! Attractive pic sleeve will pro- vide what little sales aid is needed. 

iff Lynns 
Another single from ELO's huge- selling Out Of The Blue album, and already a proven chart entry in the USA. The sound is unmistakeable, the production immaculate as ever, and the potential for airplay and sales obvi- ously huge. Eye-catching coloured pic sleeve houses an even more startling purple vinyl pressing! 

Richard Tee/Tom Bahler Publisher - Sunbury Follow up to Quincy's 'Stuff Like That' hit is a further cut from his Sounds . , , album, this time in the 'FunkA&Merica' packaging which has already brought chart success to three acts. This commercial sound and immaculate production should be a sure bet for a top 50 re-run. 
WHITESNAKE - LIE DOWN (A MODERN LOVE SONG) (EMI INTERNATIONAL INT 568) 
Follow-up to the successful Snakebite EP is a straight, raucous hard rocker which makes few demands on the band's prowess or Coverdale's vocals, but will be eagerly lapped up by the devoted masses of heavy metal fans. Airplay potential is more limited, as the lyric is fairly uncompromising. 

LA BIONDA - ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR ME (MERCURY 6198 227) Produce™ - Baby Records Write™ - Angela & Carmella La Bionda/James Richard Palmer Publisher - Heath Levy A huge European hit, initially pre-empted here by Jonathan King's cover version, but now closely challenging JK for airplay supremacy. The battle over the counters could be equally closely-fought, as this number - a bouncy hybrid of orches- tral/choral disco and Euro-holiday oompah - has undoubted commercial appeal for the U.K. market. 
ELAINE PAGE - DONT WALK AWAY TILL I TOUCH YOU (EMI 2862) Produce™ - Brian Wade/Alan Win Stanley Write™ - Brian Wade/CIH/Smyth 
The star of Evita offers a number not taken from the show, but a disco-flavoured mid-tempo ballad which is commercial enough to pick up healthy airplay. However, unless exposure is really strong or the name exhibits some pulling power of its own, chart success is likely to be no more than middling. Pic sleeve may help. 

Best of the rest 

Another radio cert from Alan, who picks up the playlists with con- n each successive release. This is from his forthcoming England, My England album, and is a solid mid- tempo rock ballad, less consciously MOR than recent singles. The ear-catching duet sax break may well prove a hook for many buyers. 
GAP MANGIONE - TIME OF THE SEASON (A&M AMS 7377) 
Another of A&M's 'FunkA&Merica' offerings, this revival of the Zombies' 1969 million-seller is rather more esoteric than most of its brethren, being a beautifully subtle and sparkling keyboard-led jazz/funk version. Should have progressive disco appeal, and certainly deserves to sell on quality, but is maybe a little TOO classy to chart. 
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Black fever is spreading. 

Make sure you catch it. 

I 
THINK IT OVER, 

'Cissy Houston' was the name of her much acclaimed first album. 
And now her follow up album on Private Stock Records has all 

the disco and soul ingredients to make a chart success. 
Both are produced by Michael Zager of'Let's all Chant fame. 

So don't think it over. Catch the fever and stock up now. 
Album Number PVLP 1044 Manufactured and distributed by EMI Records Ltd. Order from EMI Hayes Distribution Centre. Telephone: 01-757 4532,4611 and 848 9811. 



THE NEW SINGLE BY THE STAR OF'EVITA 

mAME iMfe 

DON'T WALK AWAY- ' * 
TILL I TOUCH YOU ^ 

EMI 2062 m 

FIRST15000 COPIES IN SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION 
FULL COLOUR DAG 
EXTENSIVE PRESS CAMPAIGN PLUS WINDOW 
& IN-STORE FULL COLOUR POSTERS & STREAMERS 



'LIVE AND MORE'The New 
Double Album from 

Donna Summer 

1 ■ 
R NATIONWIDE PBESS & RflDIO 

A chart certainty 
CALD 5006 
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★RADIOACTIVE: Strongest Airplay Gains 
IS YOUR LOVE IN VAIN ?/Bob Dylan (CBS) THANK YOU FOR BEING A FRIEND/Andrew Gold (Asylum) IT'S A BETTER THAN GOOD TIME/Gladys Knight (Buddah) MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT/Brotherhood Of Man (Rye) SGT. PEPPER Beatles (Parlophone) SWEET TALKIN' WOMAN Electric Light Orchestra (Jet) 

THE AIRPI 
YOUR ABC GUIDE TO SINGLES AIRPL 

1 76 DAYLIGHT KATY GORDON LIGHTFOOT A C A A A A A A A B A A A A A A A A A B WARNER BROS K17214 Iw 2 71 HOLLYWOOD NIGHTS BOB SEGER - SILVER BULLET BAND A A A A A A A A B A A A A A B B CAPITOL CL 16004 |E 3 70 SWEET TALKIN' WOMAN ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA A A A B A A A B A B B A A A B A B B B JET 121 C 4 69 MEXICAN GIRL SMOKIE A A B B A A B A A A A A A A A A A A A B RAK 283 E 5 68 BRANDY 0 JAYS A c A C A A A B A B A A A A A A A B PHIL. INT. PIR 6658 C 6* 68 COMING HOME MARSHALL, HAIN A c B B B A A B A B B A B A B A B HARVEST HAR 5168 E 7 * 64 MACARTHUR PARK DONNA SUMMER A ! B A ! A ■ CASABLANCA CAN 131 A 8 * 63 THANK YOU FOR BEING A FRIEND ANDREW GOLD A c B B A A B B B c A A B B ASYLUM K13135 W 9 * 62 IT'S A BETTER THAN GOOD TIME GLADYS KNIGHT A A C B A A B A B A A A A B A B BUDDAH BDS 478 [A 10 61 BLAty JIT ON THE BOOGIE MICK JACKSON A A A A A A A A A B ATLANTIC K11102 W 11 * 59 UNTIL YOU COME BACK TO ME MATHIS & WILLIAMS A c A C 6 B A C B A A B A B A CBS 6700 C 12 59 C ARUN' FRANKIE MILLER A c B A B A B 8 A B A CHRYSALIS CHS 2255 F 13* 56 VOU .{EVER DONE IT LIKE THAT CAPTAIN & TENNILLE A B B B B c • B C ASM AMS 7384 C 14 58 GOT TO GET YOU... EARTH WIND & FIRE A c C B 8 A B B B C A B A A B CBS 6553 IC 15 52 RIGHT DOWN THE LINE wEFRY RAFFERTY A c B B A 8 B A A B A B B A C UNITED ARTISTS UP 36445 |E 16* 50 PROMISES ERIC CLAPTON A C B B B B B A A B B B RS0 21 F 17 50 ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR ME LA BIONDA A c A A MERCURY 6198 227 F 18 49 THE EVE OF THE WAR JEFF WAYNE B A A B A A A A A A B A A A B C CBS 6496 C 19 45 IT'S THE FALLING IN LOVE CAROLE BAYER SAGER A c B B B 8 B A B ELEKTRA K12314 W 20* 42 THE DAY THAT MY HEART... JOHN PAUL YOUNG ! B B A B B B • B A B ARIOLA ARO 134 IA 21 42 DON'T COME CLOSE RAMONES C A B A A B A B C SIRE SRE 1031 jw 22 40 SOUL TWIST MINK DEVILLE A B 8 B B 6 CAPITOL CL 16005 E 23* : 40 SARA SMILE BRAM TCHAIKOVSKY 1 C B CRIMINAL SWAG3• 24 40 WHAT YOU WAITIN" FOR STARGARD A A A B A A B MCA 382 E 25* 39 GIVING UP, GIVING IN THREE DEGREES C B A B 8 A B B A A B B B ARIOLA ARO 130 A 26 39 SHAKIN' ALL OVER PIRATES A B B WARNER BROS K17231 W 27 38 PLEASE REMEMBER ME CLIFF RICHARD A B C EMI 2832 E 28* 37 MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT BROTHERHOOD OF MAN B A B A A A 6 A B A ! A A A B PYE7N46117 A 29 37 BABY FACE (SHE SAID DO DO DO DO) WAR A B C MCA 383 E 30 36 1 THOUGHT IT WAS YOU HERBIE HANCOCK C c A A A A A A A B A B A A B A CBS 6530 C 31 *; 35 WHILE I'M STILL YOUNG AUTOGRAPHS RAK 281 IE 32 35 FOOL (IF YOU THINK IT S OVER) CHRIS REA C B B B A B B A B A B B B MAGNET MAG 111 E 33 * 34 DOWN AT THE DOCTORS DR FEELGOOD C A B A B A B B A A A B UNITED ARTISTS UP 36444 E 34* 33 DON'T WALK AWAY,.. ELAINE PAIGE ! C B B A A A EMI 2862 E 
36 : 29 IT'S OVER BOZ SCAGGS c C C — B B B A A A 

B B B C B WARNER BROS K17012 W CBS 6493 C 37 28 AND THE BAND PLAYED ON FLASH AND THE PAN A A A A A B B A A R ENSIGN ENY 15 IF 03 28 SANDY JOHN TRAVOLTA C I A A B POLYOOR POSP 6 IF 39* 27 ONE FOR YOU, ONE FOR ME JONATHAN KING c A 8 A A B A A B B GTOGT237 Ic ! 40 27 ^4AKIN' ALL THE RIGHT MOVES TINA CHARLES c C A B 8 A B A A B A CBS 6594 |C 41 *; 26 (YOU GOTTA WALK) DON'T LOOK BACK PETER TOSH 1 « EMI 2859 IE 42* 26 IS YOUR LOVE IN VAIN? BOB DYLAN • B B A B A A CBS 6718 C 43* 25 DREAM MACHINE BLUE MAX CHARISMACB 322 IF 44* 25 LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT ONE STEPHEN BISHOP C B B B A C A ABC 4232 |C ★ in tl 23 LOVE, 1 NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD QUINCY JONES c 1 B A A B B B A&M AMS 7385 C 46 22 GALAXY OF LOVE CROWN HEIGHTS AFFAIR c A A A A B B A C MERCURY 6168 801 |F 47 : 22 1 DON'T WANT TO BE ALONE TONIGHT DR.HOOK B B A B B 6 B C B A A B A A CAPITOL CL 16013 E ' 48* 20 SHINE ON SILVER MOON MCCOO & DAVIS c B CBS 6684 IC 49* 19 WHENEVER 1 CALL YOU 'FRIEND' KENNY LOGGINS C B • A B B B C B B CBS 6551 C 50 i 19 MY BOYFRIEND'S BACK BETTE BRIGHT - BOYFRIENDS c B B RADAR ADA 18 W 51 19 LET ME TAKE YOU IN MY ARMS.. NEIL DIAMOND c B B A C CBS 6207 C 52 18 DEBORAH DAVE EDMUNDS c B 6 A A A A A B SWAN SONG SSK 19413 W 53 17 BAMA BOOGIE WOOGIE CLEVELAND EATON c A B A A GULL GULS 63 A 54 17 TAKE IT TO THE LIMIT ETTA JAMES c A - A A WARNER BROS K17224 IW 55* 17 HOLD ON IAN GOMM c B A 6 B B A ALBION ION 2 E loi a * 16 SGT.PEPPER BEATLES B A A B A B PARLOPHONE R6022 |E 57 1 16 SWEET MUSIC MAN MILLIE JACKSON c C B B B C SPRING 2066 973 F 58 i 16 WHERE DID OUR LOVE GO MANHATTAN TRANSFER B B A A A ATLANTIC K11182 W 59* 15 FOR YOU JUDIE TZUKE C • B ROCKET ROKN 541 F 60*] 15 MONTEGO BAY SUGAR CANE Al B C A A i ARIOLA HANSA AHA 524 A 

airplay 
RATINGS RECORD BUSINESS October 2 1978 



.AY GUIDE 
\Y ACTION FOR THE COMING WEEK 

TOP NEWSPINS: Strongest NewEntries 

' .cTMAc: 

1 DONNA SUMMER 

MACARTHUR PARK/Donna Summer (Casablanca) SANDY/John Travolta (Polydor) YOU'RE A PART OF ME/Gene Cotton With Kim Carries (Ariola) 

62 ★ 

* 12 

76 * 

79 Tk 80 -A 

86 ★ 
88 i, 89 i, 
91 * 

1105 

MAN IN THE STATION IAN MATTHEWS  ABDUL 8. PI FOPATRA JONATHAN RICHMAN 

RECORD BUSINESS October 2 1978 



THE NEW SINGLES 
Scheduled for release October 6 

ie Record Business Gimmicks Guide- 12"— 10 „ □e. iz 12-inch single; ■—Special Bag; (White)—Special Vinyl 

ABTISI/TITLE A SIOE/B Side/Label 

BARRY MA^LOW^VE^NOwfwas^ (To lITol^oHAfi^f' <PRIS0NER>/Lau,a anii Nevilla (CBS) BLACK SABBATH HARD ROAD/Symplom ol the Universe (Vertigo) 800MT0WN RATS RAT TRAP/So Strange (Ensign) 
BOSTON DON'T LOOK BACK/The Journey (Epic) BRENDA LEE LETS JUMP THE BROOMSTICK - SWEET NOTHIN'S/Blgalo6-200/RockThe Boo (MCA) CAROL DOUGLAS BURNIN'/Let's Get Down to it Tonight (Midsonp ' CHINA STREET ROCK AGAINST RACISM/Oubbige (EMI) CHRIS SPEDDING GUNFIGHT/Evil (RAK) CLAUDJA BARRY LOLLIPOP/Boogie Tonight (Lollypop) 
COLORADO CALIFORNIA DREAMIN'/Space Lady Love (Pinnacle) DAVID ESSEX BRAVE NEW WORLD/Streetfight (CBS) DEAD BOYS TELL ME/Nol Any More/Ain't Nothing To Do (SIRE) DONNA SUMMER MACARTHUR PARK/Once Upon A Time (Casablanca) (291h September Release) CI rnu inHM PART TIMF I nVF/r Cru if Ninht rRnpVoh M M c iiuci neicdoc| 

. FOUR TOPS PUT IT ON tHE NEWS/Wings (ABC) CoARY BENSON LOVING YOU WAS EASY/The Poet and The Lady (Arista) GERARD KENNY NEW YORK, NEW YORK,/l'm Leaving Home Again (RCA) HAWKLORDS P.S.I. POWER/Dealhtrap (Charisma) HAWKWIND SILVER MACHINE/Seven By Seven (United Artists) HEART STRAIGHT ON/Lighter Touch (Portrait) 
HOT R.S. HOUSE OF THE RISING SUN (DISCO VERSION)/House of The Rising Sun (Chrysalis) IN CROWD A LITTLE BIT OF REGGAE/A Little Bit Of Reggae (PT 2) (Cactus) JACK DOUGLAS DON'T FORGET THE BEER DEAR/The Douglas Walk (Response) JAH WOBBLE DREADLOCK DON'T DEAL IN WEDLOCK/T.B.C. (Virgin) JAM DOWN IN THE TUBE STATION AT MIDNIGHT/So Sad About Us/The Night (Polydor) JOE COCKER FUN TIME/Can't Say No (Elektra) 
JOHN PRINE THERE SHE GOES/Bruised Orange (Asulum) JOHNNY "GUITAR" WATSON MISS FRISCO QUEEN OF THE DISCO/Toujours Amour (DJM) KEN HOLLOW HOOKED ON HER LOVING/Mr Forever Is You (EMI) KINKS BUCK MESSIAH/Mislit (Arista) METAL URBAIN HYSTERIE CONNECTIVE/Pas Pou Belle (Radar) MICKEY JUPP OLD ROCK'N'ROLLER/S.P.Y. (Stiff) 
MOODY BLUES DRIFTWOOD/I'm Your Man (Decca) NEIL UNCASTER SOMEBODY TO LOVE/So Beautiful (GTO) NICOL AND MARSH HURT BY LOVE/Lady By Windermere (Polydor) OAKRIDGE BOYS I'LL BE TRUE TO YOU/An Old Time Family Bluegrass Band (ABC) PAUL GEE HEAVEN ABOVE/Weekend Girl (Chrysalis) PENETRATION LIFE'S A GAMBLE/VJ.P. (Virgin) 
PUMPKIN DELIVERY THE CREEPER/The Creeper Part 2 (Creole) QUEEN BICYCLE RIDE-FAT BOHOMED GIRL (EMI) REACTION TELLING YOU/Telling You (Instrumental Version) (island) rick JAMES MARY JANE/Dream Maker (Motown) ROGER WHITTAKER CALYPSO/Time In A Botlle (Columbia) sham 69 HURRY UP HARRY/No Entry (Polydor)    
SHERBET TAKE MY HEART/Don't Wail Too Long (Epic) SLADE ROCK'N'ROLL BOLERO/My Baby's Get II (Barn) STEVEHACKETT NARNIA/Please Don't Touch (Charisma) rJ™ GLE THE TOAD/Lighthouse (Creole) TEDDY PENDERGRASS CLOSE THE DOOR/Only You (Phil, Int.) TQM PAXTON THE DEATH OF STEPHEN BIKO/There Goes The Mountain (Vanguard) 

^ S™ BLACK JACK/A Clown (EMI) f S.KLESS ER|C TAKE THE CASH/Girllriend (Still) ^ v ..... k iVONNE KEELEY & STEVE FLANAGAN WE GOT LOVE/Never Had Nobody Like You (Anola) 

EPC 6653/126653 MCEPA BURN 7/12 EMI 2864 RAK 282 Lolly 3 
PIN 67 CBS 6705 SRE1029 CAN 131 XPRES1 7N 46118 

A8CT4235 ARIST216 PB 5117 CB323 UP 35331 PRT6704 

K13138 
K13136 DJS 10881 EMI 2843 ARIST 210 ADA 20 BUY 36 

ABC 4234 CH 2252/122252 VS 226 
CR155 EMI 2870 WIP 6420 TMG1121 DB 9054 

EPC 6732 2014 127 CB318 CR 158 PIR 6713/126713 CS 5009 
EMI 2865 BUY 34 AR0133 

^his Week's Releases: 57 Last Week's Releases: 79 THIS WEEK follow ups to hits from Barry Manilow, Black Sabbath, Boomtown Rats, Carol Douglas, Donna Summer, David Essex, Elton John, Jam, Queen, Rick James, Sham 69 - Boston reactivated on 12" - Moody Blues try again - Wreckless Eric and Mickey Jupp releases coincide with October Be Stiff tour - 4th MCA MCEP from Brenda Lee - belated follow to No 1 hit from Yvonne Keeley, this time with Steve Flanagan - expect inter- esting visuals to accompany Queen's latest. 

Index 

M • EYES OF LAURA MARS" 

OLOROck'Nmiw.I".;!.;!.;!! Pl^'TON THE NEWS! 
ROCK AGAINST RADSM." - -■■' c^bclero SILVER MACHINE   STRAIGHT ON  TAKE THE CASH    
THE OEALTHOF STEVEN Blkb.,.. 

October's new albums: 
see page 20 

Always the fullest, most accurate 

new release listings each 
week in Record Business 
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ADVERTISING order form 

WrR
EC0RD INDUSTRY 

DINNERS BALL 1978 
TO A^H1? v!y|

Dlc!LTON H0TELTHURSDAy NOVEMBER 2ND E VARIETY CLUB HEART FUND & MUSIC THERAPY CHARITIES 

AvonHouse ^ Variety Club of Great 

Telephone : 01-^^ 4^21 ' 360 OX,0rd S,reet- L°"d°" W-1 

bS RprnH |hH f0!l0V^ing space in the Souvenir Brochure for the , nn 9 ^ m V unner and Bal1 atthe London Hilton Hotel on Thursday, 2nd November, 1978; 

| | Back cover £500+VAT of £40 
| | 2 inside covers £350+VAT of £28 
1 | Silver page £250+VAT of £20 
j | Black and white page £150+VAT of £12 
| | Half-page £80 +VAT of £6-40 
| | Quarter-page £50+VAT of £4-00 

Name of Firm  
Address  

Telephone No..;„.j;;  Signed. .. 
Our cheque for £   is enclosed 
(Please make cheques payable to "The Heart of Variety Ltd.") 
Artwork for advertisement is enclosed 
If artwork is to be supplied by your advertising agents please give: 
Name of Agency       
Address   S   
Telephone No   «Agency Contact  
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

PRODUCTION INFORMATION 
Typeareas: Pagesize: .• •• •• Half-page size (upright): - • 9^ deep x 3s wide 

Half-page size (across): 4f-deep x 7'wide 
Quarter-page size: •• 4r deep x 3-1" wide 

Please supply artwork: reproduction is litho - no blocks required 
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THE MONTH AHEAD 

Ifour 4page Guide to October Tours and Albums 

\ ? 

Ilive 
MUSIC 

r i/: 

| Leo Sayer, Barry Manilow, 1 Johnny^Mathis: the MOR/Pop men 1 ^ 
6 SrSlYMIRBOR POP CLUB 

rk--- ri=w=^-. ss 
i §§==. i b ^ 

2 

m 

i 
iSS;~„ T"" 

: :5s;s^ 

ill-- isss— » 

iSF— 
i 



LIVE MUSIC 

~ iKSEiffiSS. 

iSS'S 

rSisrsi. " 

ip- s: rss 

islfessl"™ fl=SEr 



¥ 
as 
a s S~ 
S3 s 

NEW 
ALBUMS 

a 

m 

Jl 
JiS 

r.:ii 

"IP— 
DSI?fr =^1 
"IS^TB0CiaN6CHA1" ■ t44

c
9 

SE^S1NGL£S 

D>§ 
oo3i^ 

....... - , £3-99 
- C,i 

0^t: 
... aZ 

oiiL . 
. ii 

£42i 
0UiuH- 

»F 

Magnel MAG 5W3 

li 

SS October 2 



NEW ALBUMS 

« : 

Eli 
ci 

& 

Sri 

E 

 is 

.11 
1~ 

il 
13 

sli»- 



ScREEEiaXEKE Edited by David Redshaw 

Palmer bids to equal 
his American appeal 

-OR FIVE years, ever since his depar- ure from Vinegar Joe and his exile to ive in Nassau and work in America, lobert Palmer has been building into I most mythic proportions. A rather glamorous figure who com- >ines star quality with tasteful music of a vhilc soul variety. Palmer has gathered i Stateside reputation that saw his last Jbum go platinum there. In Britain he tas only a cult following but his repu- ation, while only making him a modest atalogue seller, at least ensured Ham- oersmith Odeon full on two consecutive tights for his debut London visit. To the question "Why do you choose 

to live in Nassau?" Palmer replies sim- ply "Wouldn't you?". Could it be some- thing to do with the fact that Nassau is tax free? Palmer maintains that he was flooded out while last living in England and had no base. "I was working a lot in America and lived in both New York and L.A. but didn't like it - there was no privacy. I went to Nassau for a holi- day and really liked it and its climate and took a place." Nassau is also handily placed for the US, being just 90 miles from Florida. "I went to America to record because I wanted to record with American musi- cians. It's very interesting coming back here because I know that the only idea people have is the pictures on the record covers, bits they've gleaned from news- papers and the music itself on the records. I don't know what that might add up to - I just write the songs and sing them. "Rather than just having a mug shot on album covers I try to make it into a cartoon," he muses, when the evergreen subject to his sex appeal being over- exploited crops up. "It's for want of a more attractive alternative. I mean I don't want to present myself as a serious musician. I enjoy people and the com- 

pany of females and if somebody want to make copy out of that it doesn't 
In the past Palmer has used such renowned instrumentalists as Little Feat's Lowell George and top black ses- sion man Cornell Dupree but his present touring band is, he hopes, the one that will stick with him. Comprised of New York area players plus a Cuban drummer from the TK funk stable in Florida he is pleased to have weaned them away from session playing and into 

an enthusiastic road band. Although Palmer's music has always appeared to be tacitly funk-influenced he is open to influences and has resisted the temptation to move into a full blown soul style. "I'm not concerned about syles at all, I work out my songs on a bass and drum machine. It's something to set the lyrics against. I might want to sing behind the groove or in front of it or on top of it. Reggae's great for singing behind the groove and disco's great for singing right on top of it. And then with rock you sing ahead. I hear the songs finished in my head when I write them." 
Current product: Album Double Fun (Island ILPS 9476) and single 'Best Of Both Worlds' (Island WIP 6445). 

© 

SO WHO areTheSkids?Thiscome-lately new wave band which leapt into the RB charts with the 'Sweet Suburbia' single hails from the currently fash- ionable Fife area of Scotland. The band has been together one year and is managed by Sandy Muir who owns two record shops - A. Muir and Son in Dunfermline and Cowdenbeath. Muir and the band formed a co-operative label. No Bad Records, to handle releases and an EP titled 'Charles' came out earlier this year on the label. This EP is now available again, still with the No Bad logo but via a licensing deal with Virgin and distributed by CBS. The number is NBl. Skids' next Virgin single will be a 12" EP on red vinyl titled 'Fonnalcontents' (VS 23212) out on October 27. 
ALBUM REVIEWS 

3AVID BOWIE: Stage (RCA PL 929132) Prod: David Bowie/Tony Visconti A/itti speculation still rife concerning Bowie's future with RCA, the company tas finally put out this double live Ubum. It was definitely worth waiting or - an excellent recording of the high- ghts of Bowie's 1978 world tour, ■acorporating material from what are Tguably his four best albums - The ■rse And Fall Of Ziggy Stardust, Sta- 0/7 To Station, Heroes and Low. First sass production by Tony Visconti and •e man himself which goes a long way ■wards capturing Bowie at his best. 3S hard to see this failing com- aercially. 

 Top 60  
JOAN ARMATRADING: To The Limit (A&M AMLH 64732) Prod: Glyn 
Recorded soon after har classy per- formance at the Blackbushe megab- ash, Joan Armatrading's new album has gained a lot through a sense of urgency and immediacy that was mis- sing on the last outing. Side one can- ters through familiar themes until 'You Rope You Tie Me' one of her slow, ear- thy jazzy ballads with a whippy little guitar solo, and side two features a reggae-style cut with more of her sweet growling vocal. Special mention should be made of Quitman Dennis's sinuous sax, Glyn Johns production is solid and the album ought to chart high. 
Best cf the rest 

This is Tull's 15th album, believe it or not, and its first live release. It's a 21 track double album history of the band and as such contains few surprises but then Tull's repertoire of novelties ran out in 1968 when Ian Anderson first stood on one leg and tootled on his flute. To be fair it's a well-produced album displaying well the band's undoubted musical abilities and since Tull has positive platoons of fans it seems a natural for the Top 60. But for the uncommitted Bursting Out is hardly indispensable. 

r>NY CHRISTIE: So Deep Is The •ght (MFP 50396) though no tonger a chart regular -ony Christie's style of singing has a iteless appeal. This is a particularly -'ong compilation of qualify material 3th the emphasis on classy ballads ae 'Didn't We' and 'Feelings' and The say We Were', backed up by a selec- ■n of durable pops, among them Tie bellow Ribbon', "I'm Not In Love' and Bin Broadwa/. At the price, an essen- ■II item of season stock. 

Inevitably, with an in-concert record- ing, the repertoire concentrates on Campbell's own best-sellers and a clutch of songs popularised by other people. A reliable mix, incorporating 'By The Time I Get To Phoenix', 'Gen- He On My Mind' and 'Dreams Of An Everyday Housewife', plus such famil- iar items as 'Dock Of The Bay1, The Impossible Dream' and 'If You Go Awa/. 
SILVER CONVENTION: Get Up And Boogie (MFP 50404) Archetypal Eurodisco-strident, mind- less singing by the three girls, staccato 

strings, a touch of synthesizer and a beat which goes on and on and on . . . Silver Convention had a spell of popu- larity in 1975 and paved the way for the sound that was to take a firm grip of pop music styles. Songs like 'Fly Robin Fly', 'Get Up And Boogie' and 'No, No Joe' hardly bear repeated listening, but as music for dancing they do the trick to perfection. Current focus of atten- tion on disco will help this one to move out of the browsers. 
GUY'S 'N' DOLLS: There's A Whole Lotta Loving (MFP 50394) Since the title track became a smash 

hit in 1975, Guy's 'n' Dolls have estab- lished a solid reputation both as a recording and club act. Their following among m-o-r album buyers will ensure a useful demand for this low-price col- lection which includes a couple of other chart singles, 'Here I Go Again' and 'Let's All Get Together' and a beguiling version of 'Killing Me Softly'. CAMEL: Breathless (Decca TXS R132) Prods: Camel/Mick Glossop. Camel never really recovered from its blockbuster Snow Goose and the ensuing albums Moonmadness, Rain Dances andA Live Record did nothing to enhance the reputation that Snow Goose built up for them. Breathless sees Camel in the same play-safe mood as on the last three albums but there is a depth of quality here - in per- formance and composition - lacking in the others. Camel seems to have mod- ified its ambitions these days and is content to rest in its own little niche, as did Caravan tor example. 
AL STEWART: Time Passages (RCA PL 25173) Prod: Alan Parsons Firmly aimed at the US AOR album market, Al Stewart's latest offering is set to follow up the success of Year Of The Cat released nearly two years ago. His soft and very English vocals caress their way through some of his more sassy romantic material like the title track and 'End Of The Day', while there is the usual couple of carefully- researched historical romance-type songs like 'A Man For All Seasons' and 'Palace Of Versailles.' 
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DISCO 

'pool - pro promotion 
CBS DISCOPOOL is an attempt on the pan of one of the major record com- panies in this country to introduce a heavy degree of professionalism into the field of disco promotion. Author of the scheme is Greg Lynn, CBS disco promotion manager who joined the company from RCA in May. ■There Lynn sent out a ten page booklet to deejays for application to the mailing list. "I was told that it was worse than fil- ling in an income tax form" says Lynn "but I can tell you that all the infor- mation in that form was necessary." Basically the CBS Discopool is a reconstruction of the CBS disco prom- otion list. When it is introduced, in early 1979, there will be between 500 and 700 deejays on the list who will - if they to stay on the list - be filling in detailed reaction sheets within a fortnight of receiving them. 

Lynn has used his knowledge of the RCA mailing list, combined with the CBS mailing list, to establish an appli- cation form that covers four pages and asks, among other things, attendance figures, age group of audience, details of record shops where records are bought by deejay, personal favourites, choice of promotional aids if available etc., etc. "I think the sort of information that I'm asking for" explains Lynn "is important because it helps me provide deejays with the sort of records the require and it ensures that I'm not deal- ing with timewasters. "I mean disco promotion is incredibly important so it's equally important that when discopool is in operation we are sending records to the right people and getting correct information back that other departments of the company can 

Dealer actian 
AFTER A week of intrepid disco searching, I'm totally convinced that I should be writing this column in silk boxer shorts and pumps. But I'm not. Interesting to read that a certain reviewer in an alternative weekly said Dan Hartman's 'Instant Replay' sounded like Michael Jackson, who aimed obviously at discos, lacked orig- inality and was doomed for the reject pile. We recommended the disc as a likely seller - but don't take our word about the record, check the disco chart. Who's right? This week sees some gdodies and a couple of puzzlers. Haven't mentioned a reggae cut for a long time, but 'Baby I've Been Missing You' by Bunny Maloney on Moodisc Jamaican import is one of the best pop reggae records since Feb- ruary. Produced and arranged by Harry Moody, he also claims the writer's cre- dits, but I don't think the Independents who had a number one hit on US Wand would be too pleased about that. Nevertheless, a big selling pre-release, and should you have any difficulty in obtaining copies, give Black Wax of Birmingham a ring. I bumped into Larry Page this week, who I'm sure still owes me 7/6d. He played me a track off the new Larry Page Orchestra album called Skin Heat, the track was 'Thunderstruck' (PAGE 2) and it's absolutely tremendous. Wait for it, PAGE 3 is the long awaited Blackwell LP Boogie Down, the album that was massive in the USA ear- lier this year. The cover features two lovely ladies wearing only a smile. I never seem to meet any of these at discos go tc Donna Summer bounds back with an updated version of Jim Webb's classic 'MacArthur Park'. Most disco dealers are tipping this one to put her back on top. Personally I still think 'Muckarty Park' by Souppy Sales on US Motown, a 

spoof version and now a collector's item, does more justice to the song. Here are a couple of singles for dealers to keep their eyes on. Constellation Orchestra's 'Perfect Love Affair' (CBS 6585) and Peter Brown 'You Should Do It' (TKR 6048). Watch the chart for these to start moving as disco play seems j to be ever increasing. I'm very late on Gladys Knight's new 12-inch, which by the time you read this should be well on the chart, but with Pye's new unrestricted policy on 12-inch this could be a bargain buy. Dealers have been asking why I didn't mention the Jacksons' 'Blame It On The Boogie' when it's such a big record. Boys, you're not reading my column. In April I raved about the original version by Mick Jackson (no relations). There is also another rendering of the song about produced by Biddu and reputed to be Tina Charles. And no, I don't think the song sounds like a Jackson Five song. Try singing T Was Made To Love Her' by Stevie Wonder, I think you'll find that a bit closer. My till-ringers, floor packer crackers, bop-gun blasters and silk short shifters this week are 'Everybody's Singing Love Songs' by Sweet Thunder (US I Fantasy 12-inch import) and 'Dance Disco Heat' from the Sylvester's album Step Two (ST 549). They are both des- tined to go down in disco history and both are EMI imports. I've tipped the Sweet Thunder record before, but it seems to have got lost along the way, so come on lads, wake up and start selling some other discs besides Jilted John and the Commodores. The Sylvester cut is the biggest gay record right now, along with a track called 'Que Tal America' by Two Man Sound on French Vogue. The ajbum title is Disco Samba. With that I'm saying no more. 
Peter Waterman 
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'England My England' 
is the new album from 
Alan Price which also 
includes his new single 
'I Love You Too' JET 124 
BOTH AVAILABLE NOW 

fromCBSOrder DesloTel.01-960 2155 CBSDistribulionCentre,Barlby Road,London W.IO 
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