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GOLDEN SKY: Taking a bieak from
recording their fifth LP at Abbey
Road, Sky aré presented with gold
albums for their Sky 4 Forthcoming
opus. Along with the band' are Ariola
international head Gordon Macken-
zie, Ariola regional promotions chief
Mike Perry and marketing director
Brian Yates in the back row, producer
Haydn Bendall, manager Peter Lyster-
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| Sting court dispute could

threaten pop music publishers

THE HIGH Court case in which Sting
of The Police is suing Virgin music for
the return of £700,000 and the return of
his song copyrights could threaten the
whole basis of the pop publishing
business. v

It follows hard on the heels of Gilbert
O’Sullivan’s successful retrospective
case against the MAM group of com-
panies in which he was awarded his
copyrights, masters, and all the profits
made from them under cortracts that

ran.out four years ago. MAM is appeal-
g against the judgement. ’

A deal was struck between Sting and

Virgin when the singer was in an
unknown group called Last Exit. It gave
Virgin copyright of his songs and enti-
tled him to 50 percent of the royalties
they generated for the first three years of
he contract, and 60 percént during the
last two..

The best-sellers Outlandos &’ Amour,

Regatta De Blanc and Zenyatia Mondatta
fell within the period of the contract,
which ran out on October 6 last year.

Yet, accordirig to Sting’s counsel

Todd and producer Tony Clark in the Andrew Bateson QC, Virgin had re-

middle row:

fused the singer a recording contract and

had made £700,000 from the Police’s
success with A&M without doing any-
thing to earn it. “The contract meant
that the company had no obligation to
ensure the music was recordéd — and
they did nothing,” said Bateson.
Police’s A&M deal was said to have been
the result of hard ‘work by manager
Miles Copeland. ]

Sting told Mr. Justice Mars-Jones
that he had not understood a word of the
publishing contract and never suspected
there was anything wrong with it. He
s2id it was only at the insistence of his
wife that 4 solicitor was consulted, and
that he did not get involved in the legal
discussions.

It was after signing with A&M that
Sting was advised that his publishing
contract was less than it should be.
Copeland advised him to ‘get out of the
deal’ but when he asked for bettér
terms, the then managing director of
Virgin Music Carol Wilson did not
improve the deal.

Virgin is contesting the case, which is
scheduled to last for at least a fortnight.

Fears that there might be a rash of
similar court cases over publishing
contracts were being played down by
publishers last week, although there is
thought to be at least one dispute
looming, between a major songwriter
and his publisher over a 50-50 contract,

Ashby quits o launch own
TV merchandising firm

COLIN ASHBY, managing director of
K-tel and a&r manager Nigel Mason
have resigned and are setting up their
own TV merchandising company.

To be known as TV Records, the

ARISTA ALBUMS will be pressed
in West Germany by associated
company Sonopress with immedi-
ate effect, although distribution will
¢ontinue through PolyGram in the
UK. —

Arista and Chrysalis Records =
the Tandem partnership — have
just renewed their manufacturing
and distribution agreement with
PolyGram for a three year period.

;- Under the new terms PolyGram

" Aristatoimportall o

le

will manufacture and distribute all
Chrysalis product, but manufac-
ture only 7-inch and 12:-inch siniglés.
for Arista. -

Arista is now utilising the facili-
ties of major German plant Sonop-
ress for album and cassette require-
ments, delivering to PG for dis-
tribution in the UK.

The German plant has facilities
for 250,000 albums and 180,000
cassettes per day.

ums from Germany

_ﬁﬂ“ﬁ

“Evenin the peak peak period we
can press as required cutting down
the stock risk which we would face
because of the lack of capacity in
the UK,” said David Adams, com-
mercial manager of Eurodisc.

Although Ariola has a few
months of its PRT contract to run,
it is expected that it will be brought
into line with the Arista arrange-
mefit as soon as possible.

company will comprise a staff of three —
Ashby’s secretary Maxine Sullivan will
complete the team — and plans to use its
size and flexibility, plus £1 million-
worth of City backing, as the chief
weapons in its blueprint to compete in a
hotly contested market.

“Theére is room for a company like
ours at this time,” commented Ashby,
who leaves K-tel after five years, the Jast
three as managing’ director. “We have,
the finance to bid for the best repertoire.
available, but we won’t be carrying the
overheads of our competitors. There-
fore we will be in a position to offer the
best deals, but able to rely on lower
volumes. I had to turn down a couple of.

albums recently at K-tel because we

couldn’t have made them profitable.
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THE FIRST record ever to clock u up
52 weeks on the RB singles chart —
that’s Pigbag’s Papa’s Got A Brand
New Pigbag’. RB made a special
award to the act to mark the occasion.
Presenting it is Patricia Thomas, head
of RB’s Research Department, and
receiving it are Simon Underwood
(bass player and producer) and Dick
O’Dell (manager and head of Y Re-
.cords). At right is RB’s Indie label
¢orrespondent Sarah Lewis.

Management
takes Haircut

to court

HAIRCUT ONE Hundred face a court
battle over management with a company
named Testfold Ltd claiming- in the
High Court that the group is still bound
in a contract which the group says is
ended.

The dispute came before Mr Justice
‘Goulding last Mondav and proceedings
will continue on Julv 28, although
progress is bound to be hampered by the
factthat the group is on tour in America.

Testfold, the company run by Carl
Adams, told the court that the group
had agreed to pay 20 percent manage-
ment fees. Since April the arrangement
through which the company collected
earnings on behalf of the group had
broken down. ,

Haircut One Hundred, who claim to
be self-managed now, maintain that the
original agreement was signed under
pressure. This is denied by Testfold.
- The company is seeking an interim
injunction banning the gtoup from
collecting mopey for their perform-
ances. i

Poor attendance

WITH A London attendance of just 19
people the revitalisation of the Record
and Video Retailers Organisation got off
to a muted start last Wednesday.
Those 19 present represented only
eight retail concerns and the meeting
began with just four dealers present, a
state of affalrs which new chalrman Alan

at RAVRO revitalisation meeting

Davison described as “So poor I -can’t
believe it. I’'m disgusted.”

Six thousand invitations were sent ol
for the London meéting, and the follow-
ing night’s Northern gathering in Birm-
ingham.

The meeting was, however, not with-
out constructive debate Dealers agreed

Jan-March flgures
reveal buoyant 45

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS
from the independent labels made sure
that singles sales were the bright spot in
the BPI's quarterly sales survey figures
revealed last week.

However, album sales continued their
downward trend and the generally opti-
mistic recent performance of pre-re-
corded cassettes suffered a slow-down.
And a moving annual total of trade
dividends reveals that since March 1979
shipments to the stores have declined by
22.1m albums, worth almost £22 mil-
lion.

Despite a 14 pertent price increase on
singles over the Januarv-March period
the previous vear, singles delivered to
the trade increased by seven percent and
their value was up by an impressive 22
percent at £14.8 million during the
quarter.

“Product has been sufficiently strong
to bear a |4 percent average price
increase during the past 12 months,’
commented BPI director general John
Deacon. “Several of the smaller inde-
pendent companies have contributed
significantly in helping to maintain a
stable and healthy singles market.”

LP sales declined by five percent in
the same period, and Deacon blamed
home taping and the high level of
unemplovment in the record industry’s
prime markets — a million people under
25 are jobless.

The unequal struggle is pointed up by
the increase in album prices of just six
percent in the past year. Less than. 12

————— e —

® COLIN ASHBY: From P1

But as TV Records we could have taken
them.”

Ashby and Mason, who joined K-tel
four vears agoand have been responsible
for most of the company’s chart com-
pilation albums including the one-mil-
lion selling 2LP Chart Hits 81, will be
offering their services in three wavs —
secondary marketing of existing reper-
[01re, originators of their own record-
ings; and as consultants to companies
wanting to promote on television but
lacking the kind of specialist knowledge
required. “We can offer them a com-
plete marketing service, including the
purchase of TV time at attractive rates,”
said Ashbv. ] .

TV Records has retained Michael
Bungay/DFS as its time-buyving adver-
tising agency. The company looked
after K-tel’s needs until three vears ago.
Distribution, pressing, printing, sales
and promotion will be undertaken on a
custom basis as required

With question marks hangmo over
the future of TV-promoted repertoire,
as screentime costs increase but volume
levels decline, Ashby reckons that his
timing is perfect to take advantage of
changing market conditions. “There is
plenty of excellent repertoire around,
particularly among the independent
labels. We will be looking towards
compilation albums aimed at youngsters
who have been passed over because
volume was regarded as inadequate —
biit it will bé fine for us. We also want to
project releases at the 20-30 vear-old
market. And we shall be after exclusive
tracks.”

TV Recotds will release 1wo albums
in September and a total of five before
the end of the vear. “We want the trade
to have the same confidence in us that it
has in K-tel,” said Ashbv. “That means
we will not make any false claims about
our advertsing spend, we will carry out
our TV campaigns as announced and
when we say we are going national we
will mean it.”

million units were delivered tothe trade
- down five percent on the first quarter
of 1981 with a slight increase in value.
When inflation is taken into account,
the value of the last year’s album sales
has failed to keep pace with the cost 6f
living.

Although pre-recorded tape showed a
mere 0.6 percent sales increase over the
first quarter of 1981, the value shot up
by 20.6 percent to £13.1 million.

_“The fact that cassettes have beert
able to bear substantial price increases
suggests that thev are perceived in a
different light by consumers now. Im-
proved quality has probably helped the
cassette 10 move up market, and the
ratio betiveen LP and tape sales is now
less than two to one,” summed up
Deacon. ’

“The overall value of trade deliveries
m the first quarter was £55.4 million
compared with £50.2 million in the same
period last year. This is an increase of
10.4 percent and less than one percen-
tage point lower than the rate of inflation
and a fairly promising sign.”
Greenaway to
chair the PRS
NEW CHAIRMAN of the PRS will be
songwriter Roger Greenaway, currentiy
deputy chairman. He replaces Richard
Toeman whos term of office expires at
the end of the year. Toeman will
continire to serve as a PRS publishér-
director. Taking Greenaway’s place as
joint deputy chairman (writer) will be
John Gardner, while Dick James will
continue as joint deputy chairman (ptb-
lisher).

that they could not fight the methods of
the major chains so they should use
them themselves.

Main suggestioni was to gather small
groups of dealers in areas throughout
the country to create bulk buving
consortia under general administration
from RAVRO.

Another way in which smiall dealers
¢dn compete, it was suggested, was 1o
diversify and use greater skill and
experience to provide the public with a
service which went beyond simply sell-
ing chart matérial.

Staff axed as
Rocket plans
retrenchment

ELTON JOHN'’S Rocket Records has
become the latest casualty of the record
industry recession. ‘

Staff were told last week that the
company will be severely pruned from
September 1 with a total of seven
redundancies forecast. The only record,
label executives to survive the cut-back
will be managing director John Hall and.
international managér Robert Key.

Of the six-strong artists roster — apart
from Elton John — there are hints that
most will be dropped apart ftom one
unspecified act. The company 1s also
due to leave its plush Lancaster Gate
offices in the Summer and fove 10 fdew
premises in Kensington.

Rocket chief John Reid broke the
news to staff last Wednesday, blaming,
“the economic pressures that beset thé
1ndustry at present parricularly licénsed
labels.”

“Companies like this don’t make
monev any more,” added John Hall.
“We are the lastof a dying breed. and we
fell between two stools. We had large
overheads and were faced with a situa-
tion where we had to come up with
regular major hits.”

Elton John will continue on the
Rocket label, but will be more closély
allied with Phonogram International, to
whom the label is licensed, while Rocket
Publishing and John Reid Enterprises
are both unaffected by the changes and
will continue operating as before

[ BPI tells Govt. that tape levy
would not damage blank sales

ALTHOUGH THE BPI coiitinues
6 fight shy of saying how-much it
would like to see levied on blank
tape, the body’s detailed submis-
sion to the Government, following
the last year’s copyright Gréen
Paper, yields some clues. A

The results of research carried
out by financial consuitants Ernst
and Whinney indicate that “That
sort of levy the music industry
proposes would not have any
marked effect on blank tape sales.™

The BP1 is in favour of a levy on
blank tape being fixed by an inde-
pendent tribunal which will bear in
| mind the possible impact on the

blank tape industry. But.its submis-
sion continues: “There would have
to be a very substantial levy indeed
before the sale of blank tapes is
seriously affected.”

Given that the average retail
price of a C90 tape = the most
popular format for home taping —i
around £1.10, Ernst and Whinney’s
figures calculate that only when a
levy approaches an extra £2 per
tape that sales would fall dramati-
cally. A 50p levy would only reduce
the tape market by 2.§ percent,
while a £1 surcharge might reduce it
by 5.8 percent
== ey L
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MUWINGS

ALIVE AND well and living in Ilford, where until a couple of months ago she was
working in a sweet shop is the singer who is currently Number One in Australia,
having previously hit the peak in the UK and Canada and only just missed it in
.America. The record is, of course, ‘I've Never Been To Me’ by Charlene (nee
d’Angelo) who actually cut the record in 1976, five vears before she married her
English husband and settled in the east L.ondon suburb, having quit the business
in 1980. Everybody had forgotten about the record until a dj in Tampa, Florida
began playing it and found it was winning positive listener response. Motown
tracked Charlene down and re-signed her. The record went on to become the
label’s first by a white singer to make the American top ten. At the end of the
-month she’s off to the States to record a duet with the redoubtable Stevie Wonder.

INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES attending recent previews of forthcoming Wool-
worth promotion activities impressed to learn that sales of discs and tapes are now
second only to confectionery in the chain’s product packing order . . . Andrew
Bateson looks like becoming the industry’s favourite brief. After representing the
PPL in those interminable Performing Right Tribunal hearings over AIR’s appeal
against needletime payments, the QC then represented Gilbert O’Sullivan in his
case against MAM and has now been recruited by Sting for the battle against
Virgin Music, a hearing incidentally before Mr Justice Mars Jones, the judge who
conducted the MAM-O’Sullivan case. Worth noting, too, that last week Virgin
Music had the number one UK album (ABC), number one US single (Human
League)and number one LP in Germany (OMD) . . . further departures from the
CBS marketing department = label managers Pete Winkelman and John Mais,
both heading in the direction of A&M and Rondor, respectively . . . A&M, by the
way, 1s hosting a swanky party, entitled Burf’s Decayed, next week to mark Tony
Burdfield’s ten years with the company. A well deserved tribute — but isn’tit a sign
of the times that once these events used to be held to mark at least 20 years with the
firm . . . also on the party beat, at the end of business last week, BASCA laid on a
surprise luncheon for chairman Jimmy Kennedy to mark his 80th birthday, which
‘he actually celebrates on Julv 20.

PHONOGRAM MD Brian Shepherd wishes it to be known that should any
further rumours regarding his future emanate from Soho Square that they are to be
discounted . . . spotted in Shepherd’s Bush the other night, a giggling Dave
Robinson directing a new Madness promovideo from the back of a slow-moving
pick-up truck and oblivious to the traffic jarh building up in Goldhawk Road.
Star-struck news editor wonders whether his battered Renault will feature in the
final edit . . . while congratulations are in order for Roger Greenaway, next PRS
chairman, his predecessor Richard Toeman has been one of the society’s best . .
new Romnco general manager, whose appointment will be confirmed next month,
will be from outside the record industry . . . latest additions to the BPI’s charity
concerton July 21 are Gary Brooker and Robert Plant. Tickets can be purchased
through the BPI at £50 each for seats in the Roval Cirlce, or for the stalls from
Keith Prowse for £25.00.

RELEASED BY PRT is ‘Another Bottle Of Wine’ by a band with the unlikely
name of Houston We Have A Problem. Song was the winner of a competition
organised by Chiltern Radio dj Phil Holden to encourage local bands. It attracted
200 tapes and was initially released by Banana Records, a Dunstable-area label . . .
a considerable achievement by ABC Music, the Surrey music store chain, to bag
Maurice Gibb to head the panel of judges for New Sound ’$2 talent competition,
for which Rock City Studios will be offering a first prize of one day’s studio time.
Gibb has also just been appointed music correspondent for the Good Morning
America tv show . . . South Harrow record dealer Michael Parkes will have his
thriller Threat! premiered in August at the Frinton Summer Theatre. Aspects of
Monday chart ‘n’ music show on BBC-1. First guests on ‘B.A In Music’ are Roger
Cook and Andy Hill . . .
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NEWS

PUBUSHING

WarnerBrostoc open
London office, October

WARNER BROTHERS Recrods is to
open a London office from October 1 to
oversee the marketing and promotion of
the label as well as to Sire and Reprise

It will be headed by Sire executive
vice president Ken Kushnick who is set
t6 arrive in Britain in September with
the title of Warner Brothers director of
internationa) operations.

His responsibilities will include for-
‘mulating strategies with European
affiliated companies for acts signed to
the label as well as to Sire and Reprise
and Bearsville for Europe. He will also
work closely with WB’s Burbank a&r
department for artist acquisitions. He
will report to Warnér chairman Mo

Video Palace
fostock
Virgin chgin

FROM SEPTEMBER, the Video
Palace — the video distribution and retail
operation set up by férmer Virgin
finance director Nik Powell - is to stock
all Virgin shops with a 500-strong range
of music, cult, and feature film video
cassettes.

The racking arrangement was agreed
last week berween Powell and Virgin
retail managing director Steve Mandy.

The September launch will take place
at Virgin’s Edinburgh, Peterborough,
Portsmouth and Plymouth outlets, to be
rapidly followed by the other 17 shops in
the chain in groups of four.

Initally all video titles will be avail-
able for hire and for sale in the VHS
format, but as stock is increased and
expanded, other formats will come on
Stream:

Peacock gains
pbootleg ruling

ANNETTE PEACOCK has obtained
an injunction in the High Court restrain-
ing any unauthorised person from deal-,
ing with a boofleg recording entitled
Live In Paris. Anyone handling, dealing
or distributing it without her consent
will be subject to immediate proceed-
ings. Her only legitimate current release
'is a new LP on Ironic Records entitled
Skyskating.

Re-structure
at top of IFPI
APPOINTMENT OF Coen Solleveld.
as the IFPI’s new president has been
followed by the restructure of the
organisation’s top management.

Tan Thomas, formerly joint acting
director with Gillian Davies, becomes
director general and chief executive.
Gillian Davies has been names associate
director general and chief legal advisor.

Thomas has been with IFPI since

1968, while Ms. Davies joined two years
later

4

Ostin and the label’s vice president of
internarional operations Tom Ruffino,
and will be based at WEA’s Broadwick
Street offices.

® CARL GANT has been made general
manager of the Warner Brothers label
UK with effect from early August. He
will report to former WB label chief Phil
Straight who was recently promoted to
director of international a&r and pro-
duct management. Gant joined WEA in
1976 and has most recently worked on
promotion

Merchandlsmg

Major marketing
for SummerLP

DONNA SUMMER’S new album
Donna Summer (K99163) is available in
a limited edition picture disc and is the
subject of a major marketing campaign
by WEA. The promotion includes a
heavy national in-store campaign with
poster and centre-pieces plus co-op:
erative advertising in the national
press. The picture disc is in full
colour.

The album includes the current
single ‘Love Is In Control’ and the
writers featured include Quincy Jonés,

who also produced, Rod Temperton,
Bruce Springsteen and Jon &
Vangelis.

MOTOWN THIS week releases the debut
album from chart topping singer Charlene.
I’ve Never Been To Me (STML 12171)
includes the single of the same name plus the
follow-up ‘It Ain’t Easy Coming Down’.

ACE RECORDS this week releases
the debut album by Home Counties
rockabilly band Dynamite Band. Rock-
1’ Is Our Business (10/CH 53) is avail-
able in 10-inch and 12-inch formats,
the latter with extra tracks.

GENE VINCENT’S classic ‘Be Bop
Lula’ is covered by a group of 1op musicians
who call themselves Pen & Ink. Featured
are members of the Ramsey Lewis Band,
Taj Mahal and Rice and the single 1is
released by Charisma (CB 400) on Friday
(Fuly 23).

SECOND RELEASE from Tooti
Frooti Records, is ‘You Gotta Get It’
by Congress. Pre-release has been
favourable and the single is available in
seven and 12-inch formats (TOOT
12/2) through PRT.

CHISWICK RECORDS is releasing the
new Rocky Sharpe & The Replays album
Shout Shout (TOSS 1) which features the
hit single of the same name plus ‘Come On
Let’s Go’ and ‘Never Be Anyone Else But
You’. The Rockpile composition ‘Heart’

" which was to have been released as a single

is also included. A cassette version will be
available at this month (ZCTOS 1).

DEBUT SINGLE from St Albans
band Houston We Have A Problem is
‘Another Bottle Of Wine’ released by
PRT inbothseven and 12-inch formats
(12/7P 242).

formats.

SUPPORTING THE stars has taken
its toll on ace sax player Chris Hunter.
With his own single released on Poly-
dor it is Hunter’s turn to get the
support — from Linx and Junior, two
of many acts he has helped chart-
wards.

BUDDAH IS releasing the import hit
‘Every Which Way But Loose™ on the
album of the same name by Plunky & The
Oneness Of Fwu (BDLP 4069). PRT
will be backing the release with a poster
campaign and consumer advertising.

CANDISTATON has an album Suspi-
cious Minds (Sugarhill SHLP/ZCSH
1005) released by PRT. It includes the
new single ‘Count On Me’ which is
released this week and the album will
be backed by in-store displays, con-
sumer advertising and flyposting.

BILL NELSON has a new single re-
leased on Mercury. It is ‘Flaming Desire’,
from thealbum The Love That Whirls, plus
one or 120 tracks not mcluded. The seven
imch (WILL 3) has one ‘B* side and
12-ch (WILL 512) two. The release will
be supported by consunter advertising.

ORIGINAL MASTERTAPES have
been segued together to form ‘The
Platterama Medley’ by The Platters
(MER 111). Included are ‘Smoke Gets
In Your Eyes’, ‘The Magic Touch’,
‘The Great Pretender’, ‘My Prayer’
and others.

EURO HIT “Someone Loves You Honey’
‘ARIST 12/477) by Fune Lodge & Prince
Mohammed is released by Arista Records
this week in both. seven and 12-inch

CARLY SIMON has a new single
released this week in both seven and
12-inch formats. ‘Why’ is a Chic
composition from the soundtrack of
Soup For One which is awaiting a UK
release:

LOOSE TALK have their debur single
*Dan Dare’ released by Fer Records this
week and promotion includes a tie-in with
Eagle comic, who will give away 1,000
copies of the single and provide extensive
coverage of the release. The magazine has a

circulation of 240,000 per week.

AS WELL as bringing about the demise
of Interworld’s London office, Chappell
International’s big-dollars acquisition of
Interworld Inc. (predicted in this col-
umn several weeks ago) has also promp-
ted a major internal re-shuffle at Inter-
song Music/UK - the company given
the responsibility of handling Inter-
world’s US catalogues in Britain.

A re-structuring of Intersong’s pro-
fessional department is now on the
cards, it seems. And some departures
and new appointments could be
announced shortly, according to manag-
ing director, Bruno Kretchmar. “We

are gearing up to meet the challenge thar

the Interworld acquisition presents,” he
says.

Apprently, some 95 per cent of the
“thousands” of titles owned or control-
led by Interworld are now in Chappell/
Intersong hands worldwide. The other 3
percent (mostly signed through Inter-
world’s London office) are still owned
by Arista Music/Careers Music in the
United States — and now administered in
the UK by State Music (through its
sub-publishing deal with the Ariola-
Arista publishing companies).

Intersong’s ‘catch’ comprises some
tasty items — such as classic titles by Hall
& OQOates, Barry White, Jimi Hendrix
and Randy Newman and ‘pop stan-
dards’ like ‘24 Hours from Tulsa’, ‘Tiea
Yellow Ribbon Round the Old Oak
Tree’ and Lesley Gore’s ‘It’s My Party’.
Also transferred to Intersong after the
sale are the rights to Interworld’s pub-
lishing deal with Lorimar Films which
includes the soundtracks to major TV
series like Dallas and The Waltons.

The combination of Intersong’s own
catalogue (which includes Bruce
Springsteen titles). with Interworld
copyrights and the massive Burlington/
Palace catalogues, which the company
acquired from Decca a éniiple of years
ago, now makes Intersong one of the
biggest publishing houses in London
But Kretchmar denies that the company
is developing into parzly a collection
organisation and s ‘rest home” for old
copvyrights. He says the operation is still
very much geared towards breaking new
talent.

“Catalogués such ag Taterworld give
us a broader base from which to oper-
ate,” he says. “We can use them as a

‘springboard for our current activities

and Burlington/Palace has already
proved that there is plenty of mileage
left in old catalogues. One of its 12-year+
old copyrights, ‘Tainted Love’, became
a huge hit last vear. These catalogues
provide the revenue that gives us an
opportunity to do lots of things - such as
break more new acts like the Julian
Marshall/Deborah Berg group Eye To:
Eyve which has now broken in the States
— after two years of hard work.”

Jobete Music is another company
with a wealth of top quality material in
its back catalogue that is seeing a lot of
action at present. Apart from the Roll-
ing Stones’ version of ‘Going To A
Go-Go’, and the six year old ‘I’ve Never
Been To Me’, by Charlene, Hansa is
now putting out a specially re-mixed
version of Japan’s cover of ‘I Second
That Emotion’

BRIAN OLIVER
RECORD BUSINESS July 191982
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VERMILION AND The Aces and
Menace may not be two of the most
memorable bands of the ’77 punk
explosion, but théir respective leading
lights are alive and well and in the
business.

Vermilion Sands and Steve Tannett
are now working very hard organising
Faulty Products and its associated labels
— Illegal, Step Forward, WXYZ and
Total Noise. Tannett has been with
Faulty since the beginning in 1978,
doubling as a warehouse boy and one of
the acts. “It’s been an education for
me,” he says, “I now do production,
marketing, sales and a&r. It’s like a
family in somé ways, in a sense we're
growing up, seeing how far you can take
an indie label.” )

Faulty retains only one of the original
bands, Gene October’s irrepressible
Chelsea. In the last six months they have
come from being, as Tarnett puts it, a
“no no” to releasing a well-received
album and selling out gigs. The newer
punk orientated bands are doing even
better with the publicity surrounding
the notérious Anti:Nowhere League’s
controversial “Woman’ single, and the
formation of the Lords Of The New
Church.

The company first became involved
with The Lords last November when
Brian James released a solo single, “Why
Why Why'. Now the band’s debut
album, out on July 9, is being backed by
Faulty’s first big promotional push.
“We're doing fly-posting, radio and
press advertising”, explains Sands.
“They’ll also be a picture disc but it
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2 2 x 45 Cabaret Vohaire Rough Trade ROUGH 42 ||
E

1
2 3 THERMO - NUCLEAR SWEAT
Defunki Hannibal HNBL 1313
5 THE CHANGELING Toyzh Safari VOOR 9
7 WE ARE ... THE LEAGUE
Anii-Nowhere League WXYZ LMNOP 1
4 DEGENERATES Passage Cherry Red B RED 29
> 8 DR, HECKLE AND MR. JIVE Pigbag Y Y17
7 14 CAUTION TO THE WIND o
Anti-Pasti Rondelet ABOUT 7
8 7 HE WHO DARES WINS (LIVE IN BERLIN)
Theatre Of Hate Burning Rome SSSSS 2
9 12 SPEAK AND SPELL Depeche Made
} Mute STUMM 8
10 16 MOVEMENT New Order Factory FACT 50
11 6 WARGASM Various Pax PAX 4
12 11 PUNK AND DISORDERLY
Varous Abstract AABT 100
13 2 RIOTOUS ASSEMBLY
Verious Riot City ASSEMBLY 1 .
14 10 HEARNOTHING SEE NOTHING SAY NOTHING
Discharge Clay CLAYLP 3 R
18 13 FOURTH DRAWER DOWN
Associatgs Situation 2 SITU 2
16 18 IN THE FLAT FIELD Bauhaus 4AD CAD 13
17 27 SIGNING OFF UB40 Graduate GRADLP 2
18 22 SEVEN SONGS 23 Skidoo Fetish SM 2006
19 25 TWO BAD DJ
General Saint & Clint Eastwood
i Greensleeves GREL 24
.20 24 UNKNOWN PLEASURES
Joy Dwision Factory FACT 10
21 26 BEST OF THE DAMNED
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