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from page 31 
the frantic 145bpm 'DanL, 0n Heavy 
Weather' ket1ps bassist Mark King's 
thumbs a-thundering. 

KID CREOLE & THE COCONUTS: 
'There's Something Wrong In Paradise' 
(Island IS 130) Quite a departure in 
tempo if not influence, August 
Darnell's ultra frantic thoroughly 
infectious 142bpm soca stormer so far 
at time of writing is only on 7in. 

DR JECKYLL & MR HYDE: 'Gettin' 
Money' (US Profile PRO-7029) The 
funky rappers return on a herky jerky 
107bpm 12in electro hip hopper that's 
a dynamite mix with Kurtis Blow (inst 
flip). 
UDM: 'To Please You' (US Kadabra 
Records) Something of a left-fielder 
which would probably have been 
bigger two years ago, this odd 
episodic 117-116¼-115¼-115¼-1151/,-
0bpm 12in male vocal group driver has 
a dated jazz-funk feel with synth 'n 
brass between various breaks, the B­
side being the main useable mix. 

PRESTIGE: 'Cheating' (US Atlantic RFC 
0-86989) Bass synth powered chunky 
slow smacking 109bpm 12in girlie 
group jolter with a stuttering title line 
reminiscent of ln9ram's 'We Like To 
Do It' (or is it 'DJ s Delight'? - I 
remember my remix better!), nice 
enough (inst flip). 
SHANGO: 'Shango Message' (US 
CellulOid CEL 164) Material/Afrika 
Bambaattaa-prod/penned juddering 
slow 101 ¼bpm 12in hip hopper with 
vocoder and chanting chaps in moody 
mock mystic style (semi-inst flip), a bit 
specialist electro but useful for mixing 
in things at a lower tempo. 

KURTIS BLOW: 'Party Time?' LP (US 
Mercury 812757-1 M-1) Nothing else is 
as inspired as the 10811.ibpm title track 
hit (which it's nice to have at 331/Jrpm), 
but other rappers are the 108bpm 
'Nervous', 106bpm 'One-Two-Five 
(Main Street, Harlem, USA)', 112bpm 
'Big Time Hood'. 

MCKENZIE & GARDINER: 'from Time' 
(The Sound Of London TSOLL 501, via 
PRT) Joe Williams-prod cliched 
creaking stop-start 0-116½bpm 12in 
rhythm box swayer with bits like a 
chick cutting through from time to 
time that suggest it could have been 
really quite pleasant (inst/edit flip). 

THE MEXICANO: 'Mova Up Starsky' 
(Creole CR 12-58) Reissue of Rudy 
Grant's 85-83bpm skanking reg!lae 
classic but with a new boastful intro 
nicked from 'Double Barrel', on 3-track 
12in with the mellower 0-99bpm 'More 
Than I Can Say' (Bobby Vee's oldiel) 
and 83bpm 'Your Love Is Something 
Else'. 
KAREN YOUNG: 'Hot For You' (Design 
Communications DEST 3, via IDS) 
Disjointedly introed "hilJh energy"· 
aimed shrill 119bpm 12m burbler 
harking back to her old 'Hot Shot', 
purpose-produced for the UK label by 
Philadelphia's Walter Kahn (inst/dub/ 
acappella flip). 
JACKIE KENNEDY: 'Under My Spell' 
(Stripeline STRIPE 12001, via Pinnacle) 
The squeaky sister of TV's Grace and 
Imagination's Erroll Kennedy debuts 
with a messily lurching fast 130bpm 
12in bounder (inst/aca flip). 

HIT NUMBERS: Beats Per Minute for 
last week's Top 75 entries on 7in (fir 
for fade/resonant endings) - Rod 
Stewart 1251, Annabel Lamb 1171, Def 
Leppard 0-105-01, Rainbow 120!, The 
Truth 133-134-135!, Danse Society 
142½(intro)-136-140-0r, Shakatak 1061, 
Barry Mani low 1331, David Essex (26-) 
109-110-1111, Weather Girls 136-1351. 

SA/CHILE: 'Sakhile' (Jive Alrika JNE T 48) At lat on comm#Cilll 12in, the 
superb South African ;.zzen· haunting instrumentlll 9Sbpm sum- tempo 
tapper hes excellent sex and soft title chanting WHIiing en lrrmistible spell 
(grHt with LIi Famille, Funk Mllllters He - so a pity It's now so late), 
coupled with the listener-aimed 'fsililo' and 'ldlt'fimane' from their beautlfuf 
II/bum. 

-· 

These are the breaks ... 
N OW SEEMS the moment to put rtH:ent tt.w,lopments into their 

historic.I penptH:tive. Blaclc American music begllil outside- when 
Southern s/al/U ra/iew,d the tedium of picking cotton with mythmic 

cllll...,,,,_ "field hollan" derived from dimly remembered tribal chants, 
vocal music being the cheapest to make - and maximum e/fect/minimum 
outhty :still holds good todlty. Christian church mU!lic, military ln,nds, the 
patronising *plantation songs• of touring nigger minstrel shows, and the 
attention grabbing antics of strfftr:omer m«/icine Hllers (whose 
increasingly tH:centric dancesteps were the basis ol most w• know now) a/I 
combined in the late 19th century to produet1 the different strains of • new 
and spacifica/ly American bleclc tradition. The banjo, an approximation ol 
certain African stringed instruments, gaw, way to the Spanish guitar es the 
go-anywhere accompaniment for an emergent type of solitary "blues" singer, 
the blues being II simple stH:ular adaptation of the mixture of ca/I-and-answer 
with church music which at the opposite extreme resulted in gospel (the 
eventual inspiretion of vocal harmony vroups and ultimately soul). The other 
sDlitary black musicians were the pianists ,n brothels, who experimenting 
amidst their exotic sulloundings came up with sexy, sleazy, synchopated 
rhythms of *ragtime·, which when played with jaunty abandon on military 
band instruments became a dance craze lasting nearly thirty years with 
increasing acceptance (and white copyists) until the soloing fervour of its 
more adventurous musicians btH:ame known to th• world es "jazz• in the 
Nrly '20s. The urban jazz bands had no problem making a loud enough noise 
for dancers, but the rural blues guitarists had to play open-tuned chords with 
a broken bottlentH:lc on their finger to make a shrill sound, or use meta/ 
bodied guitars fitted with resonators. Following the spread of radio in the 
Hrly '20s came electrical recording in 1925, enabling "whis,Hring • croon an 
to be hNl'd where previously only the ballowers cut through, microphones 
replacing megaphones for the featured vocalists on ballroom bandst1111ds. 
With the big bands ol the '30s came an acrobatic black dance style known u 
*jitterbug", which had bHn germinating in Harlem since 1923 and really 
erupted in '28 when marathon dancer 'Shorty' Geo11J8 Snowtt.n amazed 
onloo/cers by doing • *brHlcaway• flinging out his partner and improvising 
some solo steps. Shorty and other inventive dancers, egged on by monr, 
throwing celebrity socillfites, bM:ama II big attraction as they tried to out­
dance Heh other in the "Cats' Corner• at the Savoy BIii/room, where two 
battllng bands would drive the dancers so hard the music became called 
"swing•. ft was Benny Goodman who gava swing the white face of 
resptH:tabiRty in 1936, the same yHr young black teenager Charlia Christian 
(following th• /Nd of Count Bnie's guitarist Eddie Dumam) began 
experimenting pla'fing jazz on • guitar plugged into II rudimentary electric 
amplifier. The Jimi Hendrix of his day, Charlie Christian went on to play with 
Benny Goodman, but more importantly his improvisational stvle influenced 
saxist Chllrli• Parker and th• whole '41Ys be-bop movement. Probably the 
first a/ectric blues guitarist was flamboyant showman T-Bone Walker (some 
of whose moves were copied by EMs Presley/), but during World War If 
many rural bluesmen moved north and we.st to the industrial cities where 
they too plugged in and formed raucous "mythm & blues• groups, 
augmented at war's end by "booting• sexists splintering away from the no 
tonger viable big bands. Black kids who couldn't afford an instrument would 
hang out on st:reetcorners copying such gospa/-derived tenor/bass/harmony 
groups es the Ink Spots and Ravens, $/nging silly phrases like "doo-wop" in • 
style which influenced the Temptations onwards. Other strutcomers often 
hed blues players plugged into portable speakers, some maybe ta/Icing rather 
than singing their blues, while in the churches were ptHChers whose 
crescendoing mythmic sermons moved the congregation to frenzy. Rapping 
and ranting redio DJs spread rapidly n R&B became "rock 'n' roll" in the 
'50s and mtm like Alan Freed copied the black style, which right through th• 
'60s often incorporated a carefully prepared rhyming rap lead out over an 
instrumental from the playfist. Around 1970 such street poets as the Last 
Poets recorded their angry, staccato, musically flowing raps (the era when 
Gery Byrd started out), .au of this sewing the seeds of rap as we know it 
today. Ho-I/flt', apart from the total commercialisetion of black music and 
increasing sophistication in the making of it, things stayed pretty much the 
same out on the streetcomers, in the subways and stairwells (anywhere 
there's an echo/) ... until. that is, another •dv•nce in the use of e/e,;tronlcs. 
The ghetto blaster. Now ew,ry kid can make a loud noise out on the street, 
,,,,.,, miking up to rap along to the bNt. Cheap altH:tronics and the boom in 
synthesizers like the mythm box which can be programmed to any 
automatic bHt pattern have revolutionized the creation of black music, 
cutting costs and replacing musicians. Out of the portable discos ol 
Brooltlyn, 6- of New York's big Jamafcan population with their sound 
systems, came the use of rhythm boxes aflled to DJs Mscratching• records 
over the top of them - often out in th• -t, where of coursa the "break" 
dltncers carry on their tradition. It's sad to think that in this revolution we've 
probably lost the voe./ group tradition, but the current breed of young men 
out there today are in feet merely following in the footsteps of all that went 
before them - and every new development mentioned above was greeted in 
its dlty with the abuse of mlltly and total horror of some. Thin_lc about it/ 

1~iiGiJir(Jf01JN() s1r1oulf>:3 
Bloomsbury Crest Hotel. Coram St. London WCL 

"The show of '83". See the best sound and 
lighting equipment available from our 

leading manufacturers. in action, at 
Britain's top professional trade show! 

~ ~:;J;;;f!K~-:-~•; ' .-r •:•~··· i.:-::~. 'Cl>::._ 

TRADE ONL V. Free admission tickets available from· 
Mr. David Street. 1 O Barley Mow Passage. Chiswick. London W4 4PH 



THIS SATURDAY morning, singer and 
dancer Haywoode will be in bed 
doing her favourite thing. 

And it's a lot more innocent than you,._evil 
lot are thinking (and hoping). In fac:t-"slie . 
doesn't have to do it in bed, anYWflere will 
do. •1 love reading comics anct,niy ideal way 
of spending a Saturday momfng 1s to go out 
and buy the Dandy, th,...Beano, Bunty and the 
Marvel comics, getJ.,-big bag of s~eets, like 
gobstoppers, a sit at home reading them 
a11.• 

A woman after my own heart, nearly 22 
years~ and still a fan of Gnasher in the 
Beano. Haywoode's life so far has been . 
packed with crazy things like that, all done in 
search of fun, which she usually seems to 
find. 

She's just released her first single on CBS, 
'A""lime Like This' , fittingly enough a good 
dance tune since that' s the way she's spent 
most of the last seven years. But there's been 
a bit of everything - dancing, acting, session 
singing. •rve done-everything except 
ltrlpping," she says. 

Haywoode - her first name's Sharon but 
with all the other singing Sharons around . 
she'd rather you called her 'Sid'.-.her' nickname 
- apent a year dancing in.Zoo, wll~~ is :fVhY 
her face might seem naggingly fam1har-. That 
was between 1981.and 1982," she recalls, 
"then I left because I wanted to do somethin 
different." 
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hatjs been her wish all along, from when 
she first appeared in a production of 'Bubbling 
Bro~n Sugar'. Then little film parts started 
popping up, and big films they were too. •1 
had a small part in 'Superman II', it was the 
scene where we were a load of kids 
screaming In a bus which is going to crash, 
and Superman comes and saves us. That little 
scene took about a month to film." 

Since then, she's actad, albeit shortly and 
sweetly in ~Tlur-Muppet'Movie C per and 
James Cagney's comeback picture 'Ragtime', 
but more recently she's played a bigger part. 

"I've just done a film called 'Real Life', 
which comes out in the States in about two 
months. I play a dancer, and it's the first 
speaking part I've had, so I'm quite please 
with it." 

Apart from Zoo, you might also have 
spotted Sid on TV in 'The Gentle Touch', 
'Visiting Day' or 'The Video Entertainers', o if 
you're a real hawkeye, in one of her many 
credits in commercials. 

Moving swifUy along, we discover that 
she's also done vocal work with Visage - "I 
k~w Steve, he's a friend," she says - and 
we hold our breath for the next crazy 
instalment In her career. Like going back on 
'TOTiP' doing her singla, maybe, with Zoo In 
dose attendance? When she says "I find it 
quite afllusing to shock people" you know 
anythin 's possible. 

Poul Sexton 

JUST CALL ME SID 
' 

SHARON HA YWOOOE prays for o cloy off 

\ 
NEW 7"AND ll"SINGLES 

ONE LOVER 
(DON'T STOP THE SHOW) 
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FULL RANGE OF SOUND AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR PROFESSIONAL OR HOME USE Disooscene 
COMPLETE DISCO WITH LIGHTS FROM £13  
10 YEARS IN THE DISCO HIRE BUSINESS MAKES US A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH! m 

5SS 
COMPLETE DISCO PACKAGE WITH LIGHTS FROM £12 PER NIGHT INC VAT!! DISCO STICKERS 

SENSATIONAL PRICESI1I inclldug p&p||| BEST UK Mobile Discos 
PRICES!! 

Musical Services 2 Holly lo«d, SI tUrr-, B«T, K.nl 
-CbSMIG ■2233 ssasmi 

E3 

, oppfm ^MPrte, 
îï £16.95 LOTSOFIOleacm £15.95 sis Chrome 

£18.50 lots of 10 (eachi £17.25 —oniv £199 USUAL PRICE El 20.50 eacr specta' 20%o^uv TuDesiiwe £13.99 m 
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UV BUIDS 175W BC & ES«& f** «6 UMPS. spécial OfferiE Ifl.flQ 1 
amaticaily flasï^on^nd I par 58 colôured spots 100W Tubes an RWngsavaHah.pi give it a "llsten through" îry dj should have onei 

®^^'onlyES.99 
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£275 
£19.95 
fel8.50 

SSJWU.LAMPSESi Good stocks avallable. Red/Blue/Creen/Amt anne £20 Rainbow 
LONDON dosed Mondavs 176 Junctlon Road N19 (50 yns TufnellPk Tube statloni Tel; 01-272 7474. Telex: 261993 BIRMINGHAM aosed mr city centre. Tel: 021-653 MANCHESTER ciosr loëëiâi^SrlES.SO 
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LUTON SOUND & LIGHTING CENTRE 

EXPRESS MAIL ORDER — U.K. & OVERSEAS IMMEDIATE DESPATCH FOR CREDIT CARD HOLDERS» 
l*C°T^^at^eriCan EXpreSS & DinefS Club ""«"ne. 

75, 88 & 94 WELLINGTON STREET, LUTON LUI 5AA, ENGLAND Téléphoné 0582 391021 or 411733 Telex 825562 CHACOM G DISCLIGHT OPEN MON-FRI 10am-6pm, SAT 10am-4.30pm. 

 OPTIKINECTlCS PA 

IF YOD ARE OFFERED A BETTER PRICE SOMEWHERE ELSE - LET US KNOW ... WE LL SEE IF WE CAN BEAT IT AND STILL GIVE YOU OUR Ist CLASS SERVICE! JUST A SELECTION OF OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS — CONTACT US NOW FOR MORE DETAILSI SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO INSTALLERS 

AND 

% 

SEE US ON STAND 75 AT THE LIGHT& SOUND SHOW '83 
PHONE NOW FOR MORE DETAILS! 

"Stevens is even shakiri 

at4 inthe ^^înai" 

Your favourite singles, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 

4 différent songs from 
Monday to Friday, and 5 at 
the weekends. 

Records change at 
8.00 a.m., 12 noon, 3 p.m. 
and 9.00 p.m. weekdays. 
Same at weekends, plus one 
more at 6.00 p.m. 

London Disdine available 
throughout the year. 

Outside London, 24 
hours a day except during 
the season's major cricket 
matches, when it's available 
from close of play. 

Bnt,sh ^ ~ TELECOM Guidelines 
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Complete both the PO~-A-GRAM and X·WORD to W,n 
a £5 record token. First correct entry wins. . 

ACROSS 
1 Sassman in Paradise (4,7,6) 
8 Does it make Paul Dizzy {5,2,5) 

10 Lennon's turkey (41 
11 Floyd produced the iinal one (3) 
12 Runaway Boys who are singing about sexy 

young girls (5,4! 
15 It was inspired by the film Elephant Man (5) 
16 limahl couldn't quite manage this (4,2,3) 
17 He was th-, only English Monkee (4,5) 
19 Is this all Saxon want? (5,3,3,5) 
23 Fruit juice (6) 
24 An opening for The Ruts (5) 
25 It never sleeps (4) 
26 The Beach Boys sounds from 1966 (3) 
29 Holiday pastime of Dire Straits (8,2,3,4) 
31 A group of Seas;iulls (5) 
32 She had 1982 hit with Mickey (4,5) 
34 Former Rainbow singer who's a Holy Diver 

(3) 
35 Kajagoogoo label (1,1 ,1) 
36 Jim who had to say he loved you in a song 

(5) 
37 See 13 down 
38 People you'll find in Club Tropicana (3,4) 
39 Wilde label (3) 

DOWN 
1 Tantalising group (5,3,6) 
2 She puts the fizz into Bucks Fizz (3,5) 
3 1981 Simple Minds LP (4,3,11) 
4 Daryl and John's girl could be Charlie (4) 
5 Kool and the Gang hit for all women (6,5) 
6 It helps Danse Society keep time (5) 
7 He's been caught in a Mantrap (6,3) 
9 Stranglers hit from 1978 (4, 1,6) 

13 & 37 across Lindisfarne's return (3,3,4) 
14 Dylan LP for all goalkeepers (5) 
18 Mari's friends (4,6) 
20 Annie and Dave (10) 
21 Was Twinkle singing about a fun boy (5) 
22 1980 hit for Split Enz (1,3,3) 
27 Speaking group (4,4) 
28 Group who were playing Danger Games (7) 
30 Graham who was playing Night Games (6) 
31 Given by UB40 for thought (4) 
33 How Led Zep's song will remain (4) 

LAST WEEK'S POP-A-GRAM SOLUTION 
Jacksons, Tight Fit, Beatles, Tin Drum, Nicole, Bill 
Wyman, love Song. DOWN: Shadows 

LAST WEEK'S X-WORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1 Forbidden Colours, 6 Big, 8 No 
Parlez, 9 Iggy Pop, 12 Arthur's Theme, 14 
Burning, 16 We Are Detective, 19 Coo~e. 20 
Kissing The Pink, 22 Clare, 23 Video, 24 The 
Look, 26 Queen, 27 Smokie, 28 Fun, 29 Tracey, 30 
Billie Jean, 33 Sam, 34 Ratio, 35 Electric, 37 Call 
Me, 38 Grogan 
DOWN; 1 Fantastic, 2 Rip It Up, 3 Deep Sea 
Skiving, 4 log, 5 Super, 7 George, 10 Pride, 11 
Three Sides live, 13 Up Where We Belong, 15 
Beggs, 17 Irene Cara, 18 One Of Us, 21 I Go To 
Sleep, 22 Creatures, 25 Give It Up, 26 Quartet, 31 
Eric, 32 Trio, 33 Sulk, 36 Cat. 

Malcolm Mcaaren comp,fftion winn,rs 
E R Prince, Hextable Kent; Neil Cripps, Eldene Swindon; 
Tony Lewin, Belsell Heeth; Mr Donoghue, Cheshire; 
Caroline Hood, London NW3; Sarah Carroll Bernet, Harts; 

~h~~fd~~•n~e7'
8
~iJ>l;°~!~~• :t:~:~:O~~~':'l~;:,T.h•m 

ANSWERS: 1) b) Barry Manilow; 2) c) New York 
Dolls; 3) b) Annabella Lwin. 
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------,..,,_,, 
Can you beat the chart? 
Enter next week's Top 5 
titles and artists ln'the 
spaces below and, if you're 
tint out of the postbag. 
you'H-wln that week's 
Top545'a. 

r-----~-----, 
I I Name.............................................. I· 

J I Address ........................................ .. 

J ' I ............ :::......................................... ' 
' ................................. ·...................... I 

Send your entries to: Puzzles, I 
I Record Mirror, 40 Long Acre, I 

London WC2 9JT. I L _ _;_ ________ -1 
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T:HE BEST-SELLING acts in 
the history of recorded 
music are the Beatles, Elvis 

Presley and Bing Crosby. The 
only song recorded by all three is 
'Hey Jude' . .. Of the 122 
regular (as opposed to one-off) 
duos to hit the US top forty 
since 1955, 52 have been male/ 
female pairings, 64 have been 
male only and just six have 
featured two female singers 
. . . The first British hit penned by 
Burt Bacharach was Perry Como's 
'Magic Moments: a number one 
in 1958. Bacharach's most recent 
hit credit was for Naked Eyes' 
remake of '.Always Something 
There To Remind Me' . .. Taco's 
remake of Irving Berlin's 'Puttin' 
On The Ritz' is the first version of 
the song ever to make the US 
singles chart. Its success makes 
Berlin the oldest living composer 
featured on the US chart. Taco is 
27, 'Puttin' On The Ritz' is 53 (or 
64, depending on your source) 
and Berlin is 95 years old. 

e NEVER VERY popular here, 
Three Dog Night scored 18 
consecutive top twenty 
records in America between 
1969 and 1974. The group, 
recently reformed, take their 
name from an Aborigine 
expression - a three dog 
night is a very cold one when 
an Aborigine requires the 
company of three dogs to 
keep warm .. 

David Bowie and Peter 
Frampton attended the same 
school. Frampton's father was 
Bowie's art teacher . .. Even more 
impressive, Henry Turtle - most 
recent single, '(He's Taken) Sheila 
(Off His Windscreen)' - was at 
school with guitar virtuoso Jeff 
Beck ... With Frida moving back 
to Stockholm from London, Abba 
are rumoured to be back in the 
studio recording new material -
and don't rule out the possibility 
of an Abba live LP at some time 
in the future ... Incidentally, in a 
Scandinavian business magazine 
Abba manager Stig Anderson 
reveals that Benny and Bjorn each 
own a mere 17½% of Polar. His 
own holding is 30% ... Patti · 
Boyd/Harrison/Clapton inspired 
three hits, the Beatles' 
'Something' and Clapton's 'Layla' 
and Wonderful Tonight' . .. The 
Electric Light Orchestra's first 
album was called 'Queen Of The 

FRIDA: an Abba reunion? 

DOLLY PARTON: sacked her doctor (see copy to get joke) 

Hours' in Britain, but 'No Answer' 
in America. The change in title 
was unintentional. A secretary at 
their US company couldn't rouse 
the Harvest office in Britain when 
she 'phoned. Her boss, expecting 
a note to be left on his desk with 
the title of the LP was, instead, 
left a note saying 'No Answer• -
which he then took to be the 
album's title! . .. 

e SIXTIES HITMAKERS the 
Swinging Blue Jeans appeared 
on Irish television once, trying 
very hard to keep straight 
faces as they mimed 
tortuously to 'You're No 
Good', which had accidentally 
been played at 33rpm instead 
of 45rpm . . . 

The incomparable Phil Silvers 
(Sergeant Bilko) wrote a hit song 
in 1945 with Jimmy Van Heusen, 
he of 'Busy Doing Nothing' and 
'Swingin' On A Star' fame. The 
song was entitled 'Nancy With 
The laughing Face'. The Nancy in 
question was Nancy Sinatra, then 
five ... Berry Gordy and James 
Brown were both once 
professional boxers. Brown was 
the be_tter of the two, winning 
sixteen of his seventeen bouts 
... Dolly Parton's 'Coat Of Many 
Colours' really existed - and 
when she was born the doctor 
who delivered her was paid with 
a sack of flour . .. The fictional 
character 'Major Tom : created by 
the fertile imagination of David 
Bowie, has been named in three 
German number ones - Bowie's 
own 'Space Oddity' and '.Ashes 
To Ashes' and Peter Schilling's 
recent 'Major Tom' ... There 
were nine members of the 
Temperance Seven - one over 
the eight, geddit? - and nine in 
Lord Rockingham's XI. Modern 
maths are no better; there are 
three Thompson Twins and 
Daniel Miller's Duet Emmo are 
also three-strong. The late­
lamented 49 Americans, though 
constantly expa.nding and 
shrinking, were never 49 in 
number, and rarely American 

. .. Priscilla Presley, Barry 
Manilow, Charlie Brown and I 
have at least one thing in 
common - we each have a dog 
called Snoopy ... American band 
Gadfly's latest and silliest record 
pairs a 37-minute Russian version 
of 'I Want To Hold Your Hand' 
with a 54 second rendition of 
'MacArthur Park', .. Paul 
McCartney has written the music 
for the forthcoming movie 'The 
Honorary Consul' starring Richard 
Gere . . . The Beatles are the only 
group whose members have 
reached the top of the US singles 
chart both solo and as a group 
. . . Steely Dan used over 70 
musicians during their short but 
impressive series of albums in the 
seventies .. . The fact that Kate 
Bush's French single 'Ne T'enfuis 
Pas/Un Baiser O'enfant' is NOT 
scheduled for UK r.elease is 
causing speculation that EM/ may 
be about to drop her. Sounds a 
bit unlikely . 

• 'US - A Statistical Portrait 
Of The American People' 
(Penguin Books, £4.95) 
includes the mind-boggling 
fact that, in 1981, some 6,000 
Americans required "medical 
treatment or experienced 
some limitation of their 
normal activities" after 
accidents involving musical 
instruments. 

Mike Preston was the first 
Briton ever to score an American 
hit prior to achieving 
British success. In 1958 his 'A 
House, A Car And A Wedding 
Ring' was a small hit in the 
States. His first break here didn't 
come until the end of 1959, with 
'Mr. Blue' . . , Finally, spare a 
thought for Toto. According to 
band member Jeff Porcaro, 
interviewed by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, they 
have participated in only about 60 
recording sessions this year, well 
below average. The problem is 
that as a unit they're proving too 
successful, and just don 't have 
time for important and lucrative 
session work .. . 
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