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the frantic 145bpm ‘Danc. 'On Heavy
Weather' keeps bassist Mark King's
thumbs a-thundering.

KID CREOLE & THE COCONUTS:
“There’s Something Wrong In Paradise’
(Island IS 130) Quite a departure in
tempo if not influence, August
Darnell’s ultra frantic thoroughly
infectious 142bpm soca stormer so far
at time of writing is only on 7in.

DR JECKYLL & MR HYDE: ‘Gettin”

Money’ (US Profile PRO-7029) The

funky rappers return on a herky jerky

107bpm 12in electro hip hopper that’s

?I'dynamite mix with Kurtis Blow (inst
ip).

UDM: ‘To Please You’ (US Kadabra
Records) Something of a left-fielder
which would probably have been
bigger two years ago, this odd
episodic 117-116%-115%-115%-115%%-
Obpm 12in male vocal group driver has
a dated jazz-funk feel with synth 'n
brass between various breaks, the B-
side being the main useable mix.

PRESTIGE: ‘Cheating’ (US Atlantic RFC
0-86989) Bass synth powered chunky
slow smacking 109bpm 12in girlie
group jolter with a stuttering title line
reminiscent of Ingram’s ‘We Like To
Do It (or is it ‘DJ’s Delight'? — |
remember my remix better!), nice
enough (inst flip).

SHANGO: ‘Shango Message’ (US
CellulOid CEL 164) Material/Afrika
Bambaattaa-prod/penned juddering
slow 101%bpm 12in hip hopper with
vocoder and chanting chaps in moody
mock mystic style (semi-inst flip), a bit
specialist electro but useful for mixing
in things at a lower tempo.

KURTIS BLOW: ‘Party Time?' LP (US
Mercury 812757-1 M-1) Nothing else is
as inspired as the 108%bpm title track
hit (which it's nice to have at 33%rpm),
but other rappers are the 108bpm
‘Nervous’, 106bpm ‘One-Two-Five
(Main Street, Harlem, USA)’, 112bpm
‘Big Time Hood".

MCKENZIE & GARDINER: ‘From Time’
(The Sound Of London TSOLL 501, via
PRT) Joe Williams-prod cliched
creaking stop-start 0-116%zbpm 12in
rhythm box swayer with bits like a
chick cutting through from time to
time that suggest it could have been
really quite pleasant (inst/edit flip).

THE MEXICANO: ‘Move Up Starsky’
(Creole CR 12-58) Reissue of Rudy
Grant's 856-83bpm skanking reggae
classic but with a new boastful intro
nicked from ‘Double Barrel’, on 3-track
12in with the mellower 0-99bpm ‘More
Than | Can Say’ (Bobby Vee's oldie!)
End 83bpm “Your Love Is Something
Ise'.

KAREN YOUNG: ‘Hot For You’ (Design
Communications DEST 3, via IDS)
Disjointedly introed “high energy”-
aimed shrill 119bpm 12in burbler
harking back to her old ‘Hot Shot’,
purpose-produced for the UK label by
Philadelphia’s Walter Kahn (inst/dub/
acappella flip).

JACKIE KENNEDY: ‘Under My Spell’
(Stripeline STRIPE 12001, via Pinnacle)
The squeaky sister of TV's Grace and
Imagination’s Erroll Kennedy debuts
with a messily lurching fast 130bpm
12in bounder (inst/aca flip).

HIT NUMBERS: Beats Per Minute for
last week’s Top 75 entries on 7in (f/r
for fade/resonant endings) — Rod
Stewart 1256f, Annabel Lamb 117f, Def
Leppard 0-105-0f, Rainbow 120f, The
Truth 133-134-135f, Danse Society
142%(intro)-136-140-0r, Shakatak 106f,
Barry Manilow 133f, David Essex (26-)
108-110-111f, Weather Girls 136-135f.

- increasingly

These are the breaks...

OW SEEMS the moment to put recent developments into their
bl snebhert i Lobe i ?

perspective. music began outside when
Southern siaves relieved the tedium of picking cotton with rhythmic
call-and-answer “field hollers” derived from dimly reme tribal chants,
vocal music being the cheapest to make — and maximum effect/minimum
outlay stilf holds good today. Christian church music. military bands, the
patronising “plantation sa:rs" of touring nigger minstrel shows, and the
attention grabbing antics of streetcorner medicine seflers (whose
tric da. teps were the basis of most we know now) all
combined in the late 13th century to produce the different strains of a new
‘and specifically American black tradition. The banjo, an approximation of
certain African stringed instruments, gave way to the Spanish guitar as the
go-anywhere accompaniment for an emergent type of soﬁt:;y “blues” singer,
the blues being a simple secular adaptation of the mixture of call-and-answer

with church music which at the opposite extreme resufted in gaﬁoel (the

-eventual inspiration of vocal harmony groups and ultimately soul]. The other
solitary black musicians were the pianists in brothels, who experimenting
amidst their exotic surroundings came up with sexy, sleazy, synchopated
rhythms of “ragtime”, which when played with jaunty abandon on military
band instruments b a d. craze lasting nearly thirty years with
increasing acceptance (and white copyists) until the soloing fervour of its
more adventurous musicians became known to the worid as “jazz" in the
early '20s. The urban jazz bands had no probl king a loud igh noise
for dancers, but the rural blues guitarists had to play open-tuned chords with
a broken bottieneck on their finger to make a shrill sound, or use metal
bodied guitars fitted with resonators. Following the spread of radio in the
early '20s came electrical recording in 1925, enabling “whispering” crooners
to be heard where previously only the bellowers cut through, microphones
replacing megaphones for the featured vocafists on ballroom bandstands.
With the big bands of the ‘30s came an acrobatic black dance style known as
“jitterbug”, which had been germinating in Harlem since 1923 and really
erupted in ‘28 when marathon dancer ‘Shorty’ George Snowden amazed
onlookers by doing a “breakaway” flinging out his partner and improvising
some solo steps. Shorty and other inventive dancers, egged on by money
throwing celebrity socialites, became a big attraction as they tried to out-
dance each other in the “Cats’ Corner” at the Savoy 8alll 1, wih two

- battling bands would drive the dancers so hard the music became called
“swing”. It was Benny Goodman who gave swing the white face of

raspectability in 1936, the same year young black teenager Charlie Christian

" {foflowing the lead of Count Basie’s guitarist Eddie Durham) began

- experimenting playing jezz on a guitar plugged into a rudimentary electric
amplifier. The Jimi Hendrix of his day, Charlie Christian went on to play with

_ Benny Goodman, but more importantly his improvisational style influenced

saxist Charlie Parker and the whole "40's be-bop movement. Probably the

- first efectric blues guitarist was flamboyant showman T-Bone Walker (some

of whose moves were copied by Elvis Presleyl), but during World War Il

- many rural bluesmen moved north and west to the industrial cities where
they too plugged in and formed raucous “rhythm & blues” groups,
augmented at war’s end g’ “booting” saxists splintering away from the no
longer viable big bands. Black kids who couldn’t afford an instrument would
hang out on streetcorners copying such gospel-derived tenor/bass/harmony
groups as the Ink Spots and Ravens, singing silly phrases like “doo-wop” in a
style which influ d the Temptations onwards. Other streetcorners often
had blues players plugged into portable speakers, some maybe talking rather
than singing their blues, while in the churches were preachers whose
crescendoing rhythmic sermons moved the congregation to frenzy. Rapping
and ranting radio DJs spread rapidly as R&B became “rock 'n’ roll” in the
‘50s and men like Alan Freed copied the black style, which right through the
‘60s often incorporated a carefully prepared rhyming rap lead out over an
instrumental from the playlist. Around 1970 such street poets as the Last
Poets recorded their angry, staccato, musically flowing raps (the era when
‘Gary Byrd started out), all of this sewing the seeds of rap as we know it
today. However, apart from the total commercialisation of black music and
increasing sophistication in the making of it, things stayed pretty much the
same out on the streetcorners, in the subways and stairwells (anywhere
there’s an echol) . . . until, that is, another advance in the use of electronics.
The ghetto blaster. Now every kid can make a loud noise out on the street,
even miking up to rap alang to the beat. Cheap electronics and the boom in
synthesizers like the rhythm box which can be programmed to any
automatic beat pattern have revolutionized the creation of black music,

' cutting costs and replacing musicians, Out of the portable discos of

 Brooklyn, base of New York’s big Jamaican population with their sound

SAKHILE: ‘Sakhile’ (Jive Afrika JIVE T 48) At last on commercial 12in, the

superb South African jazzers’ haunting instrumental 99bpm summer tempo
tapper has excellent sax and soft title chanting weaving an irresistible spell

(great with La Famille, Funk Masters etc — so a pity it's now so late),
:;:2"“ with the listener-aimed ‘Isililo” and ‘Idayimane’ from their beautiful
m. : 2

sy came the use of rhythm boxes allied to DJs “scratching” records
over the top of them — often out in the street, where of course the “break”
dancers carry on their tradition. 1t's sad to think that in this revolution we've
probably lost the vocal group tradition, but the current breed of young men
out there today are in fact merely following in the footsteps of all that went
before them — and every new development mentioned above was greeted in
its day with the abuse of many and total horror of some. Think about it!

18th-21st September

LIGHT

Llam-6pm Daily

SOUND SHOWOD

Bloomsbury Crest Hotel, Coram St., London WCL

“The show of '83". See the best sound and
lighting equipment available from our
leading manufacturers, in action, at
Britain's top professional trade show!

TRADE ONLY. Free admission tickets available from:
Mr. David Street, 10 Barley Mow Passage, Chiswick, London W4 4PH.
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‘A Time Like This’, fittingly enough a good
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J P
James Cagney’'s comeback picture ‘Ragtlme
but more recently she’s played a bigger pa

“I've just done a film called ‘Real Life’,
which comes out in the States in about tw
months. | play a dancer, and it’s the first
speaking part I've had, so I'm quite please
with it.”

Apart from Zoo, you might also have
spotted Sid on TV in ‘The Gentle Touch’,
'Visiting DaY or ‘The Video Entertainers’, or
you're a real hawkeye, in one of her many
crehglts_ in commercials.

NEW 7°AND 12" SINGLES

ONE LOVER

(DON'T STOP THE SHOW)
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ULTURE CLUB'S Jon qus

chose ‘Wichita Lineman’,

sung by Glen Campbell as
his all time favourite song
because: “It's just a great
record”!
Jon's choice was requested by
Annette Bowen of Widnes and
Caroline Evans of Rotherham.

. 't.)y ﬂmmf Web,ﬂ

i am 8 ifrmmafz iar tfm caamy

Ang L drive the main rosd _ : o
S‘eafc}‘fm in fha sr.m for dfwrh:ar ou&riaarf

: f"? he&f you smgm in the wires

~Lcan hear you thru the whine

GLEN CAMPBELL

 And the Wichita linermnan
. fs sfffi on f?m im&

7 kaaw fneed a sm&fi vacetion
But it don’t look ike fain.
And # it snows ' -
That streteh down South m)‘f f:ewr &ram!

tf?e simm - '

And i mwd yw mm rfrarx wam* yazs

. And ] wany You: for all time
" And the Wichits fineman

s s;‘:ﬂ on :?wa 3?:}& -

. Take a ﬂ?ﬂﬁm wf bew msm

Wrap it up in black skin-

 Add a touch of blue blood .
"Am:i’ af t‘%‘fe b;:%y bir a;' Red Imfian bay
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'\}ehd thé name of the star whose

* Knew, to: Star Songs, RECORD
- MIRROR, 40 Long Acre, London
- WC2, and we will print the lyrics.

Pot’ by Blue Mink as his alf

time favourite record
because: “It's such agoodsong”.

Boy George's choice was the

request of Luke Albrow, Brigfiton,
Marina Demetrion, Muswell Hill,
Belinda Frazer, Dagenham, and
Leslie Smith, Glasgow

B OY GEORGE chose ‘Melting

avourite song you would like to

ﬂ‘yaa fump }taff&) tﬁgf .

scene

Ok whas‘ a beaatlmi dréam =
| #f it could only cometrue .
Yo .imow you !muw '

_ W!:ar-'we need isa great big msmng pet

 Big enough big. enwgh ro take the warla?
And sl itsgot

_ Keep it stirring for a hundmd years or more

- Turn out eoffee ::nfowed peopfe ﬁy the
: 'saure ;

Rabixfs arm‘ me Frfars ' ; b
: Bishops and the Gurus :
You got tfm Eeatiefs or fhe St:?ﬂ t’:‘ad ?:t’s

 true)

- ‘you choose
No, no. no o

- Well you've gtzta “recipe | fer a gef afong e

Welt it f&&!fy dwsn t mattar wfwf fe!:gmn

Make a Iady fa;thfui

Lord and Missis Graceful
 You know the living could be fastefai =
. AR we should aﬁ get tagetl:er ina Iewng S

_machine :
- i'd better caff up the Gueen o
“i’s only fair that she Imaws

- ‘:‘cu Imaw you Kmew

 What we need is a greaf big ma!tmg pot
Big enough big enough to take the wariaf :

And all it's got

 Keep it stirring fora !:una‘red years or mwe
Turn out eoffee coloured people by the

" score

Yeah, no

.- Hm, yeaf:
What we neeti {keep fepeaﬂr;g tifl fade}
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ENNIS BROWN likes the

idea of family life. The

likeable singer, who's
always there with a smile,
has got a pile of children
under his belt. .. and there’ll
be more to follow!

“Yeah man! I've got eight at
the moment, three from my wife
and five from other sources,” he
says in a thick Jamaican brogue.
“I'm setting things up for my kids
right now.

“I'm going to have as many as
possible — more babies! I'm
going to keep playing with it, I'm
going to stay with it.

“My wife, she thinks it's her
right to have kids. But | say to
her if she was in Nigeria | could
have 17 wives, butaswe're
NOT Nigerian | have to do with
what | can get, seen? Yeah, | like
to have kids everywhere.”

Dennis is over in Britain for a
brief stay as he's just released his
nMew single ‘Save A Little Love For

=0

But there are no flash hotels for
the reggae superstar who had
hits like ‘Money In My Pocket'.
Instead he stays with his friends
—the Tottenham posseein
London, or perhaps over at
Ladbroke Grove, it depends
where his mood takes him.

Dennis Brown, you see, is one
of those people you just can’t
help liking. Always ready with a
smile he has mates across the
world, so it's éasy to muck in
with the various possees (gangs
of reggaephiles who hang around
together) wherever he goes.
Despite his numerous hits across
the world, he insists that he’s just
a poor man.

“My producer Joe Gibbs got it
all,” he jokes. “I just have a one-
room flat in Jamaica, and my
wife, she lives there, that's all.

“Maybe soon I'll have riches if
people buy thenew album ‘The
Prophet Rides Again’. It will go
across the world, but more
important, there'libe the message
onit, the message of Jah — people
can pickitup.”

ENNIS HAS joined a group

in Jamaica following the

Rasta religion, and has been
given the name Joseph. Like all

black people who talk about it,
he's vague about what it actually
stands for — save that the
chosen people will go to the
Utopia of Ethiopia in Africa.

What stands out from others,
though, is he actually went over
to the country and wrote a lot of
the songs on the reggae side of
his new album, while the funk
stuff was created in the more
western Miami. ;

And he insists that Ethiopia
isn’t strife torn and at war.

“I just went out there and ran
through a couple of tunes on my
quitar, watched the sun. I'm
starting to miss it already!

“] didn't see any trouble. Have
you seen any? No man, thisis
what they say, but it was
peaceful, really peaceful. | merged
with the life. You hearthese
things, but often it isn't true.”

The other part of Dennis's life
has been spent in Miami putting

DENNIS BROWN: sho’ ‘nufffunky

together the harder edged funk
material for the LP. With Noel
Williams in the producer’s chair
along with Gibbs, they conspired
16 get a good solid funk backing
to the silky Brown vocals.

- Williams was the man
responsible for writing Bob
Marley’s ‘Buffalo Soldier'and has

. produced more than a couple of
fine funk tracks in his own right

under the King Sporty monicker.
“The album’s taken a long time

~ to produce,” says Dennis. “We
i really wanted to get a good
 sound for it, so we spent many

many nights in Jamaica working
on it.

“Joe Gibbs and Noel Williams
had 2 lot of shouting you know,
but in the end they're all good
tracks. I've known Sporty for
years since | was a young man

working in Studio One, the top
Jamaican studio. We started
working together through vibe,
just through vibe.

“It was all done as we went
along. Like we'd play the rhythm
tracks and build it up, it was very
simple.

“After a time | wondered if this
was going to see the light of day,
whether it was going to be
worthwhile. After this I'll go on
tour and then start another
album; we can't let things drop
now.”:

ENNIS LAUNCHES briefly
Dimu quick fire patois with
his friends from West
London who are just sitting in to
be with him, nothing else.
A quick couple of jokes —
totally impossible to understand

even for Joe Shutter our
photographer who claims some
ability with Jamaica speak — and
then he’s bubbling and smiling
like the whole world is on his
side. :

Dennis Browrnis amanwho
takes very little seriously other
than his involvement with the Jah
Faith. The rest of his life is about
gaiety and singing — and girls.

“You know when | was on tour
with Peter Tosh it was girls, girls,
girls and more girls,” he grins.
“They took me off stage and took
me back stage and everything
was, well, you know how it was. |
really worked there, you know!”

Sounds like the Dennis Brown
one man population explosion
will continue far awhile yet.

Simon Hills

Pic by Joe Shutter
















He's starred in two films and recently married
‘Star Wars’ heroine Carrie Fisher. He is
however better known as a singer/
songwriter. Who is he?
He was a member of the hit-making combo
the Four Bucketeers and currently has a
Radio 1 show. Who is he? o
Billy Howard was a DJ who had a spoof hit in
the mid "70s. Name either the spoof or the
original hit from which it was taken.
Which current chart single is produced by
Christopher Neil?
She first burst onto the American scene as a
16 year old with the controversial ‘Society’s
Child’, but more recently she picked up a
couple of Top 50 hits with ‘Fly Too High’ and
‘The Other Side Of The Sun’. Who is she?
Chris Norman did a duet with Suzi Quatro,
but he was better known as lead singer with
which hit-making pop band?
" Who extolled the virtues of ‘New York New
York? v
Jackson Browne wrote a song which became
a hit for a group who partly shared his name.
Who were the group and what was the hit?
He thanked someone for saving his life, sang
about himself and Mrs Jones and suggested
that he and a friend made a baby. Who is
he?
Rick James is the mentor of which current
all-girl group?
What was Len Barry’s Top 3 hit from 19657
She was a member of a band called the Wind
and the Willows, a Playboy bunny and was

Complete both the POP-A-GRAM and X-WORD to win
a £5 record token. First correct entry wins.

ACROSS
1 Bassman in Paradise (4,7,6)
8 Does it make Paul Dizzy (5,2,5)
10 Lennon’s turkey (4)
11 Floyd produced the iinal one (3)
12 Runaway Boys who are singing about sexy
young girls (5,4}
15 It was inspired by the film Elephant Man (5)
16 Limahl couldn’t quite manage this (4,2,3)
17 He was th~ only English Monkee (4,5)
19 s this all Saxon want? (5,3,3,5)
23 Fruit juice (6)
24 An opening for The Ruts (5)
25 It never sleeps (4)
26 The Beach Boys sounds from 1966 (3)
29 Holiday pastime of Dire Straits (8,2,3,4)
31 A group of Seaguills (5)
32 She had 1982 hit with Mickey (4,5)
34 E;:llrmar Rainbow singer who's a Holy Diver

35 Kajagoogoo label (1,1,1)

36 (an)m who had to say he loved you in a song
37 See 13 down

38 People you'll find in Club Tropicana (3,4)
39 Wilde label (3)

DOWN
1 Tantalising group (5,3,6)

She puts the fizz into Bucks Fizz (3,5)

1981 Simple Minds LP (4,3,11)

Daryl and John's girl could be Charlie (4)

Kool and the Gang hit for all women (6,5)

It helps Danse Society keep time (5)

He’s been caught in a Mantrap (6,3)

9 Stranglers hit from 1978 (4,1,6)

13 & 37 across Lindisfarne’s return (3,3,4)

14 Dylan LP for all goalkeepers (5)

18 Mari's friends (4,6)

20 Annie and Dave (10)

21 Was Twinkle singing about a fun boy (5)

22 1980 hit for Split Enz (1,3,3)

27 Speaking group (4.4)

28 Group who were playing Danger Games (7)

30 Graham who was playing Night Games (6)

31 Given by UB40 for thought (4)

33 How Led Zep's song wiil remain (4)

NonbswN

EVER GET fed up with your surname? Mumble
into the ‘phone if you have an embarrassing
double-barrel? Then cheer yourself up with this
week’s quiz which puts the spotlight on the stars
who would appear to have two christian names.

Your score: Under 10 — you're a right Charlie.
10-20 — take a trip to Elton’s John. Over 20 —
you must be on first name terms with George
Michael.

best known for fronting one of the most
successful bands of the late ‘70s. Who is she?

13 He partners Stephen Luscombe. Who is he

and what is the name of their duo?
14 T|:1ig French wimp sang about ‘Words". Who is
e

15 What was Cliff Richard’s last chart topper?

16 Lynn Paul was a member of which British
harmony group?

17 His first name, which is spelt differently than
normal, is usually a surname. His surname is «
usually a first name, and he fronts a British
disco act. Who is he?

18 Robert Gordon, aithough never a chart act,
did much in the late '70s to bring out a

LAST WEEK'S POP-A-GRAM SOLUTION
Jacksons, Tight Fit, Beatles, Tin Drum, Nicole, Bill
Wyman, Love Song. DOWN: Shadows

LAST WEEK’'S X-WORD ANSWERS

ACROSS: 1 Forbidden Colours, 6 Big, 8 No
Parlez, 9 Iggy Pop, 12 Arthur’s Theme, 14
Burning, 16 We Are Detective, 19 Cooke, 20
Kissing The Pink, 22 Clare, 23 Video, 24 The
Look, 26 Queen, 27 Smokie, 28 Fun, 29 Tracey, 30
Billie Jean, 33 Sam, 34 Ratio, 35 Electric, 37 Call
Me, 38 Grogan

DOWN: 1 Fantastic, 2 Rip It Up, 3 Deep Sea
Skiving, 4 Log, 5 Super, 7 George, 10 Pride, 11
Three Sides Live, 13 Up Where We Belong, 15
Beggs, 17 Irene Cara, 18 One Of Us, 21 | Go To
Sleep, 22 Creatures, 25 Give It Up, 26 Quartet, 31
Eric, 32 Trio, 33 Sulk, 36 Cat.

Malcolm McClaren competition winners

E R Prince, Hextable Kent; Neil Cripps, Eldene Swindon;
Tony Lewin, Balsall Heath; Mr Donoghue, Cheshire;
Caroline Hood, London NW3; Sarah Carroll Barnet, Herts;
Philip Ottey, Surrey: D Dobson, Selsdon Surrey; Graham
Moulds, Stanwell Middx; Keith Stevenson, Stanwell.

ANSWERS: 1) b) Barry Manilow; 2) c) New York
Dells; 3) b) Annabella Lwin.

<
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TRIVIAQVIZ

particular style of music back intoe vogue.
What was that style?
19 Tina Charles had seven Top 30 hits in a two
year period from 1976 to 1978, but which
was her only chart topper?
20 The most popular first name which has been
featured in the charts as a surname is
undoubtedly Thomas — seven in all. Name
any three of the artists’ first names.
His favourite song is the Miracles’ ‘Love
Machine’ and it's on this act’s current top 5
album. Who is he?
Shalamar's Jeffrey Daniel will appear in a film
by one of England’s most enduring rock
stars. Who is the star and what is the film
called? !

This high voiced American singer first made:
the British charts in 1968 with 'If You Don‘t
Want My Love’, but then had to wait 11
years for his follow up, ‘Sad Eyes’. Who

is he?

For the senior citizens amongst you, name
Connie Francis’ debut hit — which also was
her debut number one.

Elton John had a hit with an artist whose
surname is also often a first name. Who was
it?

SR e o = skt |

!

I

| Send your entries to: Puzzles, |
1 Record Mirror, 40 Long Acre, |
London WC2 9JT. ]

et e R ——— |
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HE BEST-SELLING acts in
the history of recorded
music are the Beatles, Elvis
Presley and Bing Crosby. The
only song recorded by all three is
‘Hey Jude”. . . Of the 122
regular (as opposed to one-off)
duos to hit the US top forty
since 1955, 52 have been male/
female pairings, 64 have been
male only and just six have
featured two female singers

. The first British hit penned by
Burt Bacharach was Perry Como’s
‘Magic Moments’, a number one
in 1958. Bacharach's most recent
hit credit was for Naked Eyes’
remake of ‘Always Something
There To Remind Me’. . . Taco's
remake of Irving Berlin's “Puttin”
On The Ritz’ is the first version of
the song ever to make the US
singles chart. Its success makes
Berlin the oldest living composer
featured on the US chart. Taco is
27, ‘Puttin’ On The Ritz’ is 53 (or
64, depending on your source)
and Berlin is 95 years old.

® NEVER VERY popular here,
Three Dog Night scored 18
consecutive top twenty
records in America between
1969 and 1974. The group,
recently reformed, take their
name from an Aborigine
expression — a three dog
night is a very cold one when
an Aborigine requires the
company of three dogs to
keep warm . . .

David Bowie and Peter

Frampton atfended the same
school. Frampton'’s father was
Bowie’s art teacher ... Even more
impressive, Henry Turtle — most
recent single, ‘(He’s Taken) Sheila
(Off His Windscreen)'— was at
school with guitar virtuoso Jeff
Beck . .. With Frida moving back
to Stockho/m from London, Abba
are rumoured to be back in the
studio recording new material —
and don't rule out the passibility
of an Abba live LP at some time
in the future . . . Incidentally, in a
Scandinavian business magazine
Abba manager Stig Anderson
reveals that Benny and Bjorn each
own a mere 17%2% of Polar. His
own holding is 30% . . . Patti -
Boyd/Harrison/Clapton inspired
three hits, the Beatles’
‘Something” and Clapton‘s ‘Layla’
and ‘Wonderful Tonight’. .. The
Electric Light Orchestra’s first
album was called ‘Queen Of The
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FRIDA: an Abba reunion?

DOLLY PARTON: sacked her doctor (see copy to get joke)

Hours’ in Britain, but ‘No Answer’
in America. The change in title
was unintentional. A secretary at
their US company couldn’t rouse
the Harvest office in Britain when
she ‘phoned. Her boss, expecting
a note to be left on his desk with
the title of the LP was, instead,
left a note saying ‘No Answer” —
which he then took to be the
album’s title! . . .

@ SIXTIES HITMAKERS the
Swinging Blue Jeans appeared
on Irish television once, trying
very hard to keep straight
faces as they mimed =
tortuously to ‘You're No
Good’, which had accidentally
been played at 33rpm instead
of 45rpm . . .

The incomparable Phil Silvers
(Sergeant Bilko) wrote a hit song
in 1945 with Jimmy Van Heusen,
he of ‘Busy Doing Nothing” and
‘Swingin” On A Star’ fame. The
song was entitled ‘Nancy With
The Laughing Face’. The Nancy in
question was Nancy Sinatra, then
five . . . Berry Gordy and James
Brown were both once
professional boxers. Brown was
the better of the two, winning
sixteen of his seventeen bouts

. Dolly Parton’s “Coat Of Many
Colours” really existed — and
when she was born the doctor
who delivered her was paid with
a sack of flour . . . The fictional
character ‘Major Tom’, created by
the fertile imagination of David
Bowie, has been named in three
German number ones — Bowie’s
own ‘Space Oddity” and ‘Ashes
To Ashes” and Peter Schilling's
recent ‘Major Tom’. .. There
were nine members of the
Temperance Seven — one over
the eight, geddit? — and nine in
Lord Rockingham’s Xl. Modern
maths are no better; there are
three Thompson Twins and
Daniel Miller’s Duet Emmo are
also three-strong. The late-
lamented 49 Americans, though
constantly expanding and
shrinking, were never 49 in
number, and rarely American

I L T IR

. Priscilla Presley, Barry
Mamlow, Charlie Brown and /
have at least one thing in
common — we each have a dog
called Snoopy . .. American band
Gadfly’s /atest and silliest record
pairs a 37-minute Russian version
of I Want To Hold Your Hand"
with a 54 second rendition of
‘MacArthur Park’ . . . Paul
McCartney has written the music
far the farthcoming movie ‘The
Honorary Consul” starring Richard
Gere . . . The Beatles are the anly
group whose members have
reached the top of the US singles
chart both solo and as a group

. Steely Dan used over 70
mus.rc.'ans during their short but
impressive serjes of albums in the
seventies . . . The fact that Kate
Bush's French single ‘Ne T‘enfuis
Pas/Un Baiser D’enfant” is NOT
scheduled for UK release is
causing speculation that EMI may
be about to drop her. Sounds a
bit untikely . . .

@ ‘US — A Statistical Portrait
Of The American People’
(Penguin Books, £4.95)
includes the mind-boggling
fact that, in 1981, some 6,000
Amencans requlred “medical

treatment or experienced
some limitation of their !
normal activities” after
accidents invelving musical
instruments.

Mike Preston was the first

Briton ever to score an American
hit prior to achieving

British success. In 1958 his ‘A
House, A Car And A Wedding
Ring” was a small hit in the
States. His first break here didn’t
come until the end of 1959, with
‘Mr. Blue’. . . Finally, spare a
thought for Toto. According to
band member Jeff Porcaro,
interviewed by the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, they
have participated in only about 60
recording sessions this year, well
below average. The problem is
that as a unit they're proving too
successful, and just don't have
time for important and lucrative
session work . ..
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Michael J. Mullins

Modern Romance

DA;E AND PI.ACE Of sm'm
November 9, 1953,

BOUGHT: ‘Sun Arise’ — Roif
Harris and Bowie's 'I.ets Dance”

f The Rin -
VOURITE FILM; 7t's A _
nderful Lite”. - o
 MOST ROMANTIC FILM: ‘Love
~Story’. | took a girl to it and she

 cried all the way through — it
even got me gam‘% at one point.

AVOURITE DRINK: Champagne.
OsT ROMANTRC FOOD: French

with the da.e'k z'fghtmg and tﬁe

_accents of the waiters.
FAVOURITE CLUB: Tramps —it'’s
. good on a quiet nig|

 CUTS YOUR ,éwm icky

Friedaislulu'shusband.
WHERE DO YOU BUY YGUH
CLOTHES? /n South Moilton
Street at places like Ebony,
Brown's and Antony Price,
FAVOURITE SINGERS:; Marvin
gaye, Tany Hadley 8nd

MOST ROMANTIC SONG FOR
SMOOCHING: 1'm Not In Love'—

10cc, If You Leave Me Now” —
Ch:cage “When A Man ches A
Woman’— Percy Sled

. WHAT'S THE MOST R MANT!C
THING ONE

You VE EV

-sbafﬁpagne, two dozen red roses
‘and a candlelit dinner. A good

time was had by all.
AND TH

uitar.
OULD YOU BE NOW }F

YOU WEREN'T IN MODERN

ROMANCE? Probably a f;remah
1 don't miss the fii fi¢
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