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by JIM “half pint’ REID

YMATES, | ask you.
There | was on my day
off, contemplating an
afternoon down the bookies, a
night in ‘The Ship’ and a
morning somewhere between
heaven and hell when the
blower went.
No, it wasnt my mate John and

Pic by Stephen Rumrey

SIX MONTHS is a long time for cocktail bar posin’ folks. Would lovely Marifyn be so keen to

that little concession of canoodle with Stevie now he has his own solo deal and is set for megastardom? Will Kate ever
Taiwanese caviare, but my boss have time to booze anymore now she is training for a charity walk? And will Steve — shock,
and a load of nonsense about horror — give up drinking? Keep posted cirrhosis watchers...

gossip, wackiness and the pursuit
of the printable Ozzy Osbourne
quote. Resisting the urge to
emigrate to Birmingham, lose my
sense of fun and become an
accountant, | got to work...

According to ringside hacks up
at EMI, Nick Beggs physically
attacked Private Lives’ John
Adams’ giant black poodle this
week. In the ensuing struggle it
was tres hard to spot the dog.
Nicky professes it was all a joke,
and has gone off to Greece to
continue his strange practices and
avoid the attention of the
RSPCA...

Erstwhile ‘rock star” Richard
Burgess arrives in the office
doing his abominable snowman
bit (and is he abominable). Ricky
has just returned from Stockholm
where he’s been producing and
drumming on Adam Ant's /atest
epic. Proving the ol/d Clare
Grogan adage ‘It's a small world’,
Mr Burgess bumped into his old

® WACKY BIRTHDAY?: Well actually, no. Jimmy
Page’s gesture of sending Big Log Plant a
transvestite kissogram for his birthday smacks
more of senile sentimentality than sidesplitting
jollies. People use to act like that in the 60's,but
since, potty training has become compulsory in
the rockbiz.

® TERRACE PHILOSOPHY: Brad of the Special
AKA, on his group and Coventry City FC:
“Coventry and the Specials are the same, they've .
both sold 80% of the team and yet still operate
under the same name”. | think they'll both dodge
relegation.

@® CONCEPTUAL CASH IN: Self styled mouth and

loud mouthed stylist Perry Haines has just signed
to London Records. Perry has good ideas. Ripping
his jeans and growing his hair as an expression of
recession angst wasn’t one of them.

@ HAIROPLANE HORRORS: Anyone see Biggles
Numan in a newspaper advert for hair renewal?
About as useful as using yours truly as a
figurehead for Alcoholics Anonymous.

Pic by Mike Webster

pping 7‘ or his
natural habitat, ‘The Dog and Ferret’, Plaistow.

pals Spandau Ballet as the The ale and hearty fellow puts in a bar room t.h ;EL"’;E:%“:,,E i(E|AnE) :tgllcli(l al{‘:bl? ti aarzget?ceetgeo rll:st
Islington boys wera busy chasing appearance every Tuesday to remind him of the time on the G Numan tour. Does this mean their

the midnight sun, dragging Spiny days when he lived in a dustbin and his only
Cﬂllﬁllll es over form of income was busking his E/vis Presley

Trac *

batteries have run out or they’ve just wiped the
‘Blake's Seven' videos clean?

e e e e e :
1) One of Tracey’'s ‘Three Of A Kind’ co-stars
shares a name with a Charles Dickens character.
Is it a) Nicholas Nickleby.... b) Oliver Twist....

] c) David Copperfield....?

2) The other ‘Three Of A Kind' co-star, Lenny
Henry, is known for many comic

characters. Which name is he most likely to
respond to a) Delbert Wilkins.... b) Fred
Scuttle.... c) D P Grumby....7?

3) Tracey's first hit was also the name of a
chocolate bar. Is it a) ‘Milky Way".... b)
‘Mars’.... c) ‘Breakaway’....?

Name ...

fn T e e S T S N




4 October 8, 1983

from page 3

away from the bar and looking for
someone who really used to go
down to all those Essex soul
clubs in the Mid Seventies...

Most essential pose of the year
was backstage at Kid Creole’s
last Hammersmith Odeon show.
Amongst the usual collection of
clothes designers, make-up and
piss artists were spectacle-less
Thomas Dolby, renewing contact
with Coati Mundi, /issom (that
means tasty) Martha Ladley,
crooner Peter Godwin and
Icehouse bassist Guy Pratt The
unfortunately named Mr Pratt is
off to Nassau to play on Robert
Palmer’s new LP and says of the
other Icers, “They‘re all off doing
their film soundtracks.” Aren't we
all, darling? No, actually some of
us are trying to work out a new
ditty to celebrate West Ham's
imminent League Championship

by Eugene Adebari

@Jimmy The Hoover are the
latest act to come under the
avaricious eye of Michael
Jackson’s manager. He wants
to handle the Innervision boys’
USA affairs, and all | can say is
that any man who can get
Michael Jackson to put his
trousers on the right way is
worth a listen...

Fur Christ’s sake! The crew on
the video for the Cure’s
‘LoveCats’ were left looking kitty
vacant. The video involved letting

declined to stay for lunch.

real live moggies loose on a set
of stuffed animals, but the trouble
was, the four legged critters were
so afraid of their taxidermed
brothers that they ran off. Ooh
tabby aaaabh...

PRIGHTLY OVER-40 year cld Cliff Richard
was wheeled out in front of the world’s
" press in celebration of his bi-centenary in “The
title... Biz’, as we call it, last week. The bash took
place at an upmarket fried chicken joint in
Kensington, but figure conscious Cliff, who
never does interviews with the pop press,

Cliff was prepared to ramble on a bit about
his dalliance with buxom tennis middleweight
Sue Barker. They'll be doing backhands
together in Los Angeles when CIiff finishes

THE NEW
alb BOX
IS ONLY 72p.

" Rowntree Mackintosh

e

his British tour, and he even wants to arrange
a tennis tournament with Sue and a few
friends near Christmas.

“She’s taught me everything | know,” he
confessed with a certain twinkle in his eye.

But despite this admission, Cliff maintained
that he's still as wholesome as sliced bread.

“1 make no apologies for what | am. If being
clean and healthy is bad, then I'm going to
continue being very bad indeed.”

Ain’t he cute?

Robin Smith

Move over Percy Th
brush up on your
lessons David Bellam:
Maharajecece George
is about to go green fin ;7

big way. The ridiculousty ric‘.ﬁ
follower of bogus rel
even boguser films is ab
up to 50,000 green,
ancient greenhouse M
rich...

Soft voiced serenader Al
Jarreau has asked to write the
theme song for Clint
Eastwood's /atest Duzty Harry
— style fillum. If you think that's
suffering for one’s art, ve a
butchers at the type of people
who are attending Jarreau’s
concerts these days. Spotted in
the one and nines in LA, ghastly
granny Joan Collins...

Met rappin’ Gary Byrd at '
party for the Commodores /ast
ary sbak our hand a

attentive females. There :
truth in the rumaour that EMI have
started a ‘make our boys look
macho’ department.. thaugh ;f
they have, theyre fatlmg :
miserably...

® Underneath. all that ha
there’s a scheming br
aworking. Sheffield rockel
Leppard have presented their
first platinum disc to Barclays
Bank’s Gloucester Road
branch. This act of
Machiavellian cunning
appreciation of the help
advice given by the ;
Does this mean the Alarm are
going to give their first
platinum disc to the Clash...

Reid campaign for a specfal
Light and Bitter bar at Tba-Palace
dept. Wistful genamcs i
attendance at this week’s
Steady Crew Palace PA
Richard Jobson, Thereza
Bazar, Woody from Madms
and Kevin Godley... :

Still, the above mob Iaok .
posrtrvely Daley Thompson

comp[e!ed Bowie ¢
du bed The S




Tickets priced £6, £5 and £4 are
available from the box office.

World Shak-er

SHAKATAK, featuring the ever-
luscious Jill Saward and Norma Lewis,
release their fourth album ‘Out Of This
World’ on October 14. The album was
produced by former Shakatak founder
member Nigel Wright. The band are
currently halfway through their British
tour.

HE TRUTH have fixed up two more
dates on their tour at Norwich East
Anglia University October 28,
Aylesbury Friars 29. They will also be
announcing a new London date soon,
to replace the one thay were forced to
cancel at the London Lyceum.

Church goers

LORDS OF The New Church, who have
just released their ‘Dance With Me’
single, go out on the road later this
month.

The band play Glasgow Queen
Margaret's College on October 22,
Manchester Metro 23, Nottingham
Palais 24, Birmingham Tower Ballroom
25, Leeds Warehouse 27, Norwich Gala
Ballroom 28, Rayleigh Crocs 29,
Stevenage Bowes Lyon House 30 and
London Lyceum 31.

@® HEAVY METAL outfit Diamond
Head release their new single ‘Out Of
Phase’ this week. The single will be
available as a picture disc and a
special 12 inch version features a live
recording of ‘Sucking My Love’ made
at Reading Festival last year.

@® RANDY Crawford has a new album
out next week. It includes 10 new
songs, and the title track is released
as a single.

Culture
Club:
fresh
dates

CULTURE CLUB have re-
scheduled the dates they were
forced to cancel when Jon
Moss injured his hand before a
concert at Sheffield City Hall
last week. The new tour will
be in December and tickets for
the original shows will be
valid for the re-arranged dates.
Culture Club will also be
playing six new dates.

The schedule runs: Derby
Assembly Rooms December 4,
Southampton Gaumont (new
date) 5, St Austell Coliseum
(new date) 6, Gloucester
Leisure Centre (new date) 7,
Sheffield City Hall 8, Ipswich
Gaumont 9, Hanley Victoria
Hall 11, Leicester De Montfort
Hall (new date) 12, Blackburn
King Georges Hall 13,
Edinburgh Playhouse 14,
Glasgow Apolio 14, Leeds
Queens Hall (new date) 16,
London Hammersmith Odeon
(new date) 18.

Ileubroi(en
Tracey

TRACEY ULLMAN releases her debut
album this month. “You Broke My
Heart In 17 Places’ wilf ba out on
October 21, produced by Peter Collins.
As yet thers are no absolutely no
plans for torrid Tracey to tour, say her
record company.

@ Kirsty MacColl, the giil who wrote
Tracey'’s hit single ‘They Don’t Know”
and recorded it herself 2 couple of
years ago, releases her new single
Terry' at the end of October.

Pic by Clare Muller
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JON MOSS: a rock 'n’ roll victim

Five hundred front of hall
tickets have been reserved for
fan club members at the new
Hammersmith date. Members
can buy these (only one pair
per applicant) by showing

‘their prized fan club

membership card at the
Hammersmith Odeon box
office.

Jon Moss, who has broken
his finger after a fall, has been
ordered to lay off drumming
for the next two weeks and
he’s being treated by a
specialist. He will be back in
action with the band for their
European tour which starts
before the British dates.

Further Alarm

THE ALARM have added some dates
to their tour. They’'ll be playing
Norwich East Anglia University
October 17 and London Savoy
Ballroom October 19. Their concert at
Thames Polytechnic has been re-
scheduled for November 4.

MARILLION PLAY four special
Christmas dates to round off thei

il

iturned from an
Rush and
anbwfar-ncw

October 8, 1983

Vbices

PASSION
PUPPETS

single

liveon
THE PAUL YOUNG
TOUR

)TIE |

O

sigle price

5




6 October 8, 1983

DENNIS BROWN releases his new
single ‘Out Of The Funk’ this week.
It's taken from his ‘Prophet Rides
Again’ album and a 12 inch varsnon
will feature an extra track ‘Get Up.’

Ready to funk

TOP US funksters The Gap Band
release a new 45 on October 14
entitled ‘I'm Ready (If You're Ready)’,
which is a remix of the eponymous
album track.

The flipside features a dance mix of
‘Party Train’, a cut on their latest ‘Gap
Band V — Jammin” album. The 12"
version features the usual megamix
versions of both tracks.

The Gappers are about to tour in
America, and plans are in the air for a
tour of the UK next Spring.

ROMAN HOLLIDAY: raising the roof

Cooking Roman Style

ROMAN HOLLIDAY release
their debut album ‘Cookin’ On
The Roof’ on October 14.The
11 track album featurss their
hit singles ‘Stand By’, ‘Don’t
Try To Stop It’ and ‘Motor
Mania’, and a free colour
poster featuring song lyrics
will be available in the first
20,000 copies.

- Roman Holliday, who will be
supporting Culture Club in
Europe, play a string of
college dates over here this

® TREVOR HERION releases his new
single ‘Love Chains’ this week. It's

taken from Trev's first album ‘Beauty
Life" which will be out on October 17.

*

SPECIAL PRIGE 4 TRACK EP

DANGING WITH MYSELF

LOVE CALLING - DUB VERSION, WHITE WEDDING, HOT IN THE CITY.

&
U4
&

Chrysalis

month. You can see them at
Reading University October 5,
Bristol Polytechnic 6, Aston
University 7, Guildford Surrey
University 8, Dunstable Civic
Hall 9, Portsmouth Guildhall
11, Southampton University
12. Loughborough University
13, Lancaster College 14,
Manchester University 15,
Bangor University 16.

A major London date will
also be announced in the near
future.

Boxer's shorts

JOBOXERS release a double A
sided single on October 14. The
tracks featured are ‘She’s Got Sex’
and “Jealous Love’ and they're
taken from the band’s first album
‘Like Gangbusters.” JoBoxers will
also be playing a special London
date at the Hammersmith Palais on
October 25. Tickets are available
now priced £3.50 and support acts
will be the Milkshakes and King
Kurt.

Hit Supply

AUSTRALIAN GROUP Air Supply, who
notched up a major hit with "All Out
Of Love’, release their new single
‘Making Love Out Of Nothing At All"
this week. The single has already
reached the American top ten.

Young, sexy
and seven

PAUL YOUNG, the man with the

" golden throat, has added seven more
dates to his self out tour. He'll be
playing Winsford Civic Theatre
October 23, Chesterfield Shoulder Of
Mutton 24, Leeds University 25,
Chippenham Golddiggers 26, St Austell
Cornish Coliseum 28, Southampton
Gaumont 29, Hammersmith Odeon 30.

. THE BELLE STARS bounca Backinto.

_ action with a new single this month.
-lt‘_'s cafled ‘The Enturm;h nd it wﬂl

they're conﬂrmnd
tradition of ‘ch

- of their 7' and 2’
Clmnt No. 2.



atro 27, Harrog
Conference Centre 29,

Diamond cut

ELO RELEASE their new single ‘Four
Little Diamonds” on October 21. The B
side is ‘Letter From Spain’ and a 12
inch version has a previously
unreleased instrumental The
Bouncer.”

More Comsats

THECOMSAT ANGELS, who release
their new single ‘Island Heart’ on
October 14, have added some dates to
their tour. They'll be playing Sheffield
University October 10, Manchester
Adam And Eve 12, Reading University

29,

End of line

IND GAMES, the six piece Glasgow
based band, have lined up the
following dates. Aberdeen Fusion
Ballroom September 29, Dundee
College Of Techno!ngz 30, Inverness
Rose Street Hall October 1, Edinburgh
Moray House College 5, Glasgow
Technical College 7. More dates will
be announced later.

LEVEL 42: think small
[ ] ®
Micro music

LEVEL 42's follow up to ‘Living It Up’
will be ‘Micro Kid’ out on October 14.
A special live version of Turn It On’
will be on the B side, while the A side
of the 12 inch version features an
extended dance mix.

Level 42 should be playing a
selected number of concerts during
Christmas and these should be known
shortly.
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THE FARMER'S BOYS, who
release their first album ‘Get Out
And Walk’ on October 17, have
confirmed the Scottish leg of
their forthcoming tour. They'll be
playing Glasgow Henry Afrika’s
October 18, Edinburgh Dance
Factory 19, Stirling University 20,
Dundee University 21, Aberdeen
University 22. First pressings of
their album will include a free
four track singie with 12 inch
versions of For You’, ‘Muck It
Out’, ‘Probably One Of The Best
Investments | Ever Made’, and
‘Soft Drink’.

SEON2 Da2NCING

New Single

BITTER
HEART

7°LON 32 & 12"LONX 32

R

: e

DASHING MALE four-piece The
Bloomsbury Set, having successfully
hung around with such big boys and
girls as Duran Duran and Judie Tzuke,
are about to thrust forth on their very
own tour to coincide with their latest
single ‘Dress Parade’. See them at
London Hampstead Westward College
October 5, Leeds Polytechnic 6,
Manchester University 7, Newcastle-
Upon Tyne University 13, London
Marquee 17 (and 27), Guildford Surrey
University 28 and Coventry General
Wolfe November 3.

TV AND RADIO

THURSDAY'’s ‘Pebble Mill At One’
(BBC 1, 1.00pm) is a Barry Manilow
Special ifyou’re masochistic enough

to bear either Bazza or the programme.
Otherwise it’s the normal fare with
Duran Duran the guests on the ‘Kenny
Everett Television Show’ (BBC 2,
9.00pm) and Thomas Dolby the star on
‘Late Night In Concert’ (BBC 1,
11.25pm).

FRIDAY can only offer the ‘Malibu
World Disco Dancing Championship”
(C4, 8.00pm) with Leee John of
Imagination one of the presenters.

SATURDAY starts off with ‘Saturday
Superstore’ (BBC 1, 9.00am) again.
Wham! and Leo Sayer are among the
guests. Later on ‘In Concert’ (Radio
One, 6.30pm) has the JoBoxers and
Silent Running.

SUNDAY wouldn't be Sunday, of
course, without that programme you
never miss ‘My Top 12’ (Radio One,
4.00pm) which this week has David
Jaymes of Modern Romance in the
chair.

MONDAY’s ‘Mike Reid Breakfast Show’
(Radio One, 7.00am) sounds absolutely

DAVID JAMES: ‘My Top 12
on Radio One this Sunday

horrific. Cliff Richard is visiting Reid’s
Surrey mansion for breakfast and the
whole affair is being broadcast as a
tributeto Cliff's 25 years jn the biz. At
last the two mast smug men in music

get together. In the evening ‘Riverside’

(BBC2, 6.40pm.)is more interesting than
normal with Paul Haig and his band
plus an exclusive interview in
Manchester with band of the moment

New Order and a profile of Bill Nelson.

TUESDAY has ‘Hold Tight’ (ITV,
4.20pm) as usual with the Belle Stars
doing their new single plus newcomers
Cruella de Ville. In the evening ‘Loose
Talk’(C4, 10.565pm) has Gary Numan
lookalike Neil Kinnock in for a chat, or
shouldlsay ramble, although musical
acts have still to be confirmed.

WEDNESDAY'’s newie ‘Eight Days A
Week’(BBC 2, 6.00pm) is an, of
course, but yet again, guests haven't
been confirmed.

Pic by Jill Furmanovsky
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Lace
aance!

DOES‘A kiss and a

grope under
Blackpool Pier, fish

on Skegn e
afternoons in M

up as bloated emus, though
their recent appearance on
Top Of The Pops threatened to
come close, as the duo were

asked to dress up as Superman.

Fortunately the BBC
changed their minds, much to
the relief of Alan Barton of the
band. “I went and bought all
this cool gear and then they
wanted us to wear our Y-
fronts outside our tights and |
haven't got the best legs in
the world,” he admits.

The success of ‘Superman’
has come as quite a shock to
Alan and partner Colin Routh,
who made the record as a bit
of fun after their manager
brought back a version from
his exotic holiday.

Alan is aware that the band
will be labelled as a novelty
act but he isn‘t too bothered
as he explaines: “Our next
record will be more serious so
we’ll just have to wait and see
how people react. We just did
’Superman’as abitof fun—it
gives everyone a chance to
join in and have a laugh
because you don’t have to be
a super dancer to do the
actions.”

Somehow I think Black Lace
will have a job living down the
‘novelty’ tag, but then Duran
Duran got away with the
‘Birdie Song’ so who can tell?

Andy Strickland

BLACK
LACE: in the
forefront of

wnﬂy disco
revival

T'S A life of laffs entering a
rock talent contest like ‘Battle
Of The Bands’. Ask this year's
winners, the Sugar Ray 5.
Having won the British event,

SUGAR RAY 5: who is Robin Gibb anyway?

THE BEST OF BIlYJll
A12”EP FEATURIN|

$ His NewSingle

e UPTUWN ~]

Plus ¥2 GIB |-

MY LIFE: JUST THE WAY YOU ARE °
ITS STILL ROCK & ROLL TO ME

Fm VDUR Plea/u%/

* alsoavailableas
2track7”

place out,” Pat
running a bath and
: of my room. The

here, it was all

ully-named black bass
Nixon Rosembert. They
he British contest from a
rs’ list of 1500 bands,

the nod from judges like

g
don’t make it, it'll be old to
fault. But their debut single ‘Lazy
Hours’, on Interdisc, shaws
promise, and they’re kean
enough. “Last night we we|
out sticking up posters fo
single,” says Pat “You've
get behind it.”

along the way. But not
ibb. Ah well, you can’t

Paul Sexton
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Loud and Prv’d

SIOUXSIE AND THE
BANSHEES
Albert Hall, London

SAT there counting all the cute
little boxes in the Albert Hall —
very pretty, a very neat way of

curing boredom.

I wanted to enjoy this show so
badly, but as much as I lave
Banshees” 45s, | have yet to see
Sioux’s crew turn in a really
convincing live set. [ sat counting
those boxes waiting for
something to happen . . . it didn't.

The Banshees” strength lies in
the tension between a darkly
driven mystery and a beautiful
shimmering light. In such a
contrast they produce an ecstatic
sexual pop. At the Albert Hall the
Banshees were all dark rumble.
One big turn off. One involved
mystery.

Sioux was game. Trouble was,
she played most of the show on
her own. Playing voodoo dofly to
a statuesque Smith and Severin is
no way to treat a voice. Siouxsie
handles her vocals well, but by
the time those lovely 45s were

¥ joHN LYDOﬁ{«erfs on the wrong side of Harvey Keitel
X L é« = N

=

| ‘school

IT WOULD seem that John i.ydon (or does he prefer Johnﬁ\i_ i

Rotten again these days?) is about to make a fresh assault on our

hearts and minds. Along with his return to recording and
Britain, he has embarked on a fresh occupation, of movie star.

Although this is John's acting debut, he is undoubtedly the star
of ‘Order Of Death’. The action takes place on the seedier side of
New York City and centres on the lives of two homosexual and
vaugely corrupt narcotics lieutenants, whose cosy double lives are
disrupted when Fred (Harvey Keitel) meets Leo Smith (John Lyden),
a pale asexual freak with a guilt complex who taunts the already
paranoid cops with the claim that he is in fact the mysterious killer
who has been attacking New York's Finest.

Lydon has made a career out of projecting the image of Rotten,
but luckily in ‘Order Of Death’ it works perfectly, his strange_brand
of English eccentricity contrasting beautifully with the American
setting and creating a genuinely sinister atmosphere. ;

Expect one or two jumps as the plot progresses and the weird
Leo Smith twists the macho cop around his little finger, building up
to a tension-filled, if tragic climax. d )

Our Johnny was made for this part, even if you do feel the film
has been built around him to some extent. It's guaranteed to keep
you on the edge of your seat, but to convince me totally of his
dramatic prowess, I'll have to see him playing a Nice Guy.

Sarah Francis

THE BEST OF BILLY JOEL

A
Plus -

MY LIFE-JUST THE WAY YOU ARE
TS STILL ROCK & ROLL T0 ME

* also available as
2track7”

wheeled out she seemed unable
to handle the sublime highs and
lows of the Banshees' greatest
moments.

Similarly Robert Smith has yet
to acquire the dexterity of John
McGeach, his guitaring lacking
the sketch and shade that
Banshees’” music requires. Able,
but unable to stir.

The crowd sensed all this. In
comparison to the last Albert Hall
show [ saw, a wild Spandau pop
night, this was a lukewarm affair.
Atmosphere? You'd get warmer
standing on the terraces at Luton.
OK, Sieux is hardly the most
communicative frontperson, but
that wasn't the preblem. Her
group simply weren't doing the
business.

Along with Weller, Costello and
Madness, Siouxsie And The
Banshees are one of the most
consistent outfits in British pop.
So what goes wrong when they
take the stage?

Jim Reid

SIOUKXSIE: “you'd be warmer on the terraces at Luton""

Pic Deke Miskin




the river in search of B

Boys. He'd beaten
everyone in the Bronx and
now he was going to do
battle with Manhattan’s
finest. Crazy Legs is Ritchie
Colon and Ritchie Colon is the
street breaking fly guy who
put the Rocksteady Crew
together.

The crew are in England to
promote their debut single ‘(Hey
You) The Rocksteady Crew’ and
appear at the Great Home
Entertainment Spectacular. It's
been a tight schedule for the
young New Yorkers — Crazy
Legs, Prince Ken Swift, Baby
Love, Doze, Kuriaki, Buck Four
and DJ Afrika Islam — TV and
radio appearances, sight seeing
and a couple of club appearances.

Driving out to Gary Crowley's
Tuesday Club with the Crew is a
rather lively experience for an old
man like me. (Someone go and
collect his pension for him—Ed. )
The ghetto blaster is on full, Buck
is fast talking me on the relative
merits of British and American TV
and there’s an unwholesome
argument going on about the
origins of breaking. Quiet is ain’t.

Buck pauses and looks me

CRAZY LEGS headed over
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Steady and Sunshine

straightin the eye. “Beforel go

to sleep | always try to think up a
new move.” These people mean
business.

The Rocksteady Crew are the
first break team to successfully
take that dance off the streets
into the world of pop commerce.
They're quite stunning dancers/
athletes and they're fully aware
of the rewards their talents merit.

“We've earned our chance,”
says Doze. “We've spent years
battling and breaking — we've
spilt aload of sweat.” Indeed
they have. The Crew’s progress
through the labyrinthine network
of New York street life has been
positively Darwinian — a real
survival of the fittest.

To become top crew in New
York you have to battle. A battle
is simply a competition between
two crews to determine who is

top dog. “Breaking is all about
battling,” says Crazy Legs. “It
replaced fighting. If someone says
to me ‘You wanna battle?’ then |
battle.” The Crew won those
battles and now they’re top of
the pile. What are the best
records to break to?

“The best record at the
moment is ‘Breakdance’ by the
West Street Mob. We mainly
dance to hip hop records, but
we've been casting our net a bit
wider recently, like we’ll break to
James Brown's ‘Sex Machine'.”

Doze is dismissive of the rock
scribe’s fave label Sugarhill. “it’'s
plastic, not the real thing, the

only good record was the first,
‘Rappers Delight'.”

The Crew are a highly unified
dance machine, but they do have
their own specialities. Kuriaki is
the spinmaster, Crazy Legs the
twist king, Ken is the stylist and
lovely Baby Love is master of the
highly technical webo.

When | get home after
witnessing the Crew’s dance
pyrotechnics, | slip on some
electro boogie and have a go
myself. | come to two
conclusions. | am the master of
the ‘arse over tit’, and, you can’t
lick Rocksteady. Say YEAH.

Jim Read
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K, SO you too bowled

down to the local sports

emporium, purchased your
exquisitely hand-tooled buckskin
helmet, sliced off the bottom half
of your fave sweatshirt — all in
avid anticipation of the follow-up
to ‘Tantalise’. Sorry, budding
flyweights, but Jimmy The
Hoover don’t go for dead certs.
They've resisted the temptation
of giving you a second slice of
singalong sweetness by releasing
the everso slightly controversial
‘Kill Me Kwick'.

Meanwhile, Derek Dunbar has
been fighting off attempts to
mould him into a fine production-
line pin-up to the detriment of
the other 75% of J the H. They
want it their way or no way at
all. In the relative calm of a local
Hare Krishna juice bar, Derek
quietly and rationally explains
how, why, when . . . and what
sucks . ..

From tantalise to atomic
sex....

“The timing of ‘Tantalise’ was
quite good for us — it got to a
good position and became the
summer hit, but with plenty to
build from. The record company
would be very much happier if
we did three commercial singles
to reach a Duran Duran position,
but it’s not a good idea, we have
to take a risk now. ‘Kill Me Kwick”
is going to be good, it's certainly
going to show another side of
Jimmy The Hoover, but it's more
controversial so | don’t expect a
bed of roses with it — I'm aware
of that already. It's a much
soulier kind of song, there's more
heart and soul in it, and the lyrics
are really wonderful. It's slightly
based on nuclear war but it has
sexual connotations too . . . | like
to take the sex one, but the
other’s there. We've kept the
rhythms and tunes of ‘Tantalise’
and taken them into another,
deeper, vein. I'm not sure how
Radio One will react to it . . .

“| feel we're living day to day
at the moment, I’'m worrying so
much about nuclear things now.
I’'m not a CND man, but | do
believe in disarmament. It's good
that someone like me can relay
our feelings across the radio. |
just hope no-one takes it that
we're preaching.”

Derek The Barbarian . . .

“I've been having minor
problems with the record
company about my image. They'd
like me to be a little bit more
Duran, a bit more acceptable.
They find the chains and the
leather jackets a little bit
threatening. It's not quite Conan,
but very big and angular and they
can't relate to it — they'd like me
to put on my white socks and
sweatband. I'm going to continue
wearing the boxing hat, but the
problems I've had — literally
offers of money to take it off —
you know — show ‘em you've
got blond hair.

“I've had a few remarks about
the cowskin jacket | wore on
TOTP too, they think it’s a little
bit over the top. They'd prefer a
jean jacket and slacks . . ! Simon’s
mohican is the worst, they keep
asking him to grow his hair out.
But Carla’s the best — she just
tells them to f*** off! We make a
point of trying to look individual

JIMMY THE HOOVER: filling the creative vacuum

suction

— everyone has their look
together — especially Simon,
with his mongoose trousers and
BMX clothes.”

Cartoon spacers . . .

“The whole Jimmy The Hoover
thing is quite cartoon and
superhero-sy but quite tongue-in-
cheek too — it really lends itself
to geometric headgear and
square shoulders and definitely
not white socks! “The ‘Kill Me
Kwick’ video is going to have a
lot of animation in it which
Malcolm McLaren’s going to be
doing. He does understand what
Jimmy The Hoover are about —
he did actua