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by JIM REID

'VE BEEN called the worst
writer in the music press, a

cretinand aw**nker. Some

of it isn't true. ['ve been
whipped by an irate pop star
and covered in brown rice by
an angry record company.
None of it hurt. But when a
chap like me is told to don a
dinner suit, find a pair of cuff-
links, mind his manners and
bow to his betters then the
old blood pressure starts
working faster than Alan
Devonshire.

There | was done up like a
penguin, smelling like a refugee
from Joan Collins’ boudoir and
feeling a proper charlie. The
reason for this abject humiliation
of your fave big mouth reporter?
Nothing more than the weekly

pursuit of tittle tattle, scandal and

mega-hangovers. Y'see we've
gone so up market this week that
Private Files has had to forget its
accent, leave its West Ham scarf
at hame and swap that reassuring

continves over
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(in which the staff
make themselves a
little bit ill)

EH, KEREN and Siobhan never looked like that before — what have they been putting in the vodka
and orange? Sarah Bananarama grins and bears it, while Jeffrey *flares’ Danjel and Culture Club’s cute
Mikey make lame attempts to imitate the two absent Holborn beauties . . .

Pic by Eugene Adeberi

SECONDS OUT round one: In the left hand
corner Neasden’s very own beehive beauty
Mari ‘strongarm” Wilson, in the right radio’s
very own wild man of Borneo, hairy monster
and extremely nice person DLT ...

WOARRGGGH! Yep, when the booze is
flowing pop people sure know how to let it all
hang out. What ‘it” was is currently in debate,
but whatever it was there was certainly a lot
of it...
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Pic by Eugene Adebari
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from page 3

pint mug for a dainty little
champagne glass. That's right,
yours truly is feeling in a right
two and eight — but honest, | was
only acting under orders . . .

Of course all the fuss was over
the opening of Peter
Stringfellow’s mega club the
Hippodrome. Strewth, what a
palavar. Enough free booze and
grub to keep Meat Loaf going for
a week, so many stars you'd have
thought the galaxy had gone on
strike for the night. An” when
drink, bright lights and pop
people collide, well y’know the
old wacky quotient is going to
skyrocket . . .

Of course getting into the
blimmin’ place was like facing -
West Ham's Intercity firm in full
flight. A bit dodgy. Still, you
intrepid hack clutched his ticket.
screamed the battle cry ‘woarggh
and kicked assorted popsters,
parasites, career girls

crowds that ke circled
his limo and wei leg)

g
Freddie Starr started
impersonation of a faited s
personality and snooker’s.
Hurricane Higgins started
potting rum and blacks quicker
than he pots reds and blacks.
Wacky? | had to go to the toilet.

Here, surely, would be one
refugee from megastardom. Nope
wrong Reid, hanging around the
cloakroom were odd couple Phil
Lynott and Steve Strange (sans
two Para). Strange muttered
something about going to the
Camden Palace then suddenly
remembered the drinks were free
and ran back to the bar. .. where
I'was already tucking into my
second bottle of champers. Well
you would if you'd just cast your
minces over geriatric rockers Bill
Wyman, John Entwistle, Roger
Waters, Charlie Watts, Kenny
Jones, Robert Plant, Kevin
Godley and Eric Clapton. What
a sight, all hearing aids, white
sticks and ‘we fought in the battle
of Agincourt’ badges. In fact
Clapton was so knocked out that
he left after 10 minutes, because
he “couldn’t stand the noise”.

I could see what he meant. The
Hippodrome ain't exactly hot to
trot, but a glitzy palace for people
with plenty of potatoes and little
taste. The soundtrack was real

duff rock djsco, in fact it was so
bad that even RM’s fleet footed
boss Eric Fuller forsook the
dancefloor for the bar. Still music
or not, Mr Stringfellow sure

Pic by Steve Rapport
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FOWL PLAY? Look at Mulligan’s bone handed singlet, look at the expression of greasy delight
‘ _4un-Ma1cy McLaren’s face as he tears apart a poor little chick. Duck for the oyster — more like
_chicken for the mouth (if you’ll pardon the expression) . . .

is?” Limahl and his baby
sister step out northern soul
style, whilst amazed =
Hippodrome watchers try and

cocktail a bac

knows how to throw a party. And
his guests sure knew how.to
throw up.

But let's keep it clean, folks.
And they don't come much ;.
cleaner than fresh faced girl scou
of the airwaves Janice Long. A
right funny dancer is our Jan.
Conspicuous In their absence
from the dancefloor were fellow
jocks DLT, Gambo, Gary Davis,
Andy Peebles and Greg
Edwards. Conspicuous in his lack
of sensible sentences was loony
right winger Kenny — not very
funny — Everett. [ was simply
CONSPIcUoUS . . .

So much so that [ took to hiding
round corners and trying to spot
famous couples. There was
Malcolm — beg, steal or borrow
— McLaren ta/king to boozed up
boffin Thomas Dolby, there was
small but beautiful Thereza
Bazar talking to Wigan’s ovation
Limahl and there was Blue

work out exactly what sort of

YES FOLKS, the kindly S nnydown rest home for aged
rocksters organisad a special charabanc trip to the
Hippodrome last week. As the coach rattled through London

the capital was deafened by the rattling of false teeth and
the regular old rocker's mantra: “lii rremember when rrock
was a man’s world and no man would dare go on TOTP
wearing a skirt.” The only three members who actually made
it to the bar were Lric Clapton, Roger Waters and John Entwistle.

Grandad, grandad you're lovely . . .

Rondo’s Christos falking to a
bottle of champagne. Pete
Murphy was making artistic
shapes with his shadow (and not
a sand pit in sight) and Steve
Singleton of ABC was looking
failure in the face. Roddy Frame
and Clare Belle Star were
swapping hangover cures,
Chrissy and Lee of Madness

were swapping Pakamacs ahd the

rest of us were swapping empty
glasses for full ones. il

I turned back and ran upstairs.
into the sympathetic arms of
Bananarama lovelies Sarah,
Siobhan and Keren. / didn't
mind seeing double now. Sarah
was telling me how the Nana’s
were gonna tour next February
with her boyfriend’s band the
Avengers.

I began to shake like a heavy
metal fan and cry uncontrollably.
It was getting too much, the
Hippodrome spun before me and

in my frenzy a kaleidascopic

- collection of celebrities came

before my eyes, a slimmer Mari
Wilson, actress Maureen
Lipman, actor Robert Powell,

_ coffee salesman Gareth Hunt,
Marilyn, Culture Club’s Roy

Hay and Bobby of Bucks Fizz. /
closed my eyes and then [ saw

- Des O'Connor. [ passed out

immediately. :

When | woke up i was being
escorted out of the club by Elaine
Page, Patti Boulaye, Joan
Collins, Captain Sensible and
ex-con turned sociofogist John
McVicar. John whispered
something to me about some of
my friends in Bethnal Green and |
passed out again. They weren't
gonna helieve much of this down
the Dog And Ferret next
evening. . .

more on page 6
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JACKY DAH! Hold your
Wbreath boyo, wipe that
coal dust from your eyes,
put that rugby ball aw::iy‘ and keep

a welcome in the hillsides for two

bonecmnchfng propamons. The
daffy Taffys met at a CBS
conference and decided to make
sweet music together. Expect a
single early next year. RM: where
ethnic minorities come first. ...
Free burger and micro-chips.
Shamed by the lunatic antics of
English soccer fans last week,
Level 42 have agreed to play a
free concert for the plucky ;
Luxemburgers on December ist.

Pic by Kerstin Rodgers

en from the boys, don’t they? Look at Stuart

A touch of the Basil Fawltys — from H20 wnll you, a right waxworks ; ‘And that Mena from Cruella De Ville,
the wackiest, drunkest and g srmle? 1've seel : ; ut Limahl/, there's a different cup of clubland
positively spunkiest hotel in posing. Head slightly incitnaJ ips pouting, eyes bright with the sincere desire of someone who
London is the Columbia. See rock wants to make a lot of money. A pro in an amateur game .
stars swing from chandeliers, play @ Biggest mystery at last week’s Hippodrome = ® And taikmg about funny money, can it be true
with fire extinguishers and invent bash wasn’t the colour of my underpants but the ' that Duran Duran’s new publishing advance is a
101 uses for a flying TV set. absence of anythmg but EMI product on‘thes = cool £180,000? They ain't little Irving Berlins you
Latest guests are Roddy Frame, giant video screen . know,
Simple Minds and Martin Fry. = 5
Butlins it isn't. . . ® Anyone spot Feargal Sharkey’s sub-Aznavour ® Spotted at last week’s Circus paarty, Mick

Till hell Freeezes over? Well poses on TOTP last week? My gorgeous landlady & Jones and Topper Headon, Andy Polaris, Vaughn
maybe not, but my sources did . = TfOLCJ!g)usIe Y%p 'Ylp Coyote and the sober version
suggest that all is not so hunky oL Hisiosghalerd:

: Rough Trade are: P"EPETEd to

_‘fﬂf,y,.’,',’ ”,’3 gg‘eggﬁ,fﬂ,’?,; f.’fé’ﬁft spgr:gd£'$4t1(§335m bregakmg the Smiths’ excellent @ |s it true that sultry Sade Adu s mega record
soon aXd be prepared for the ice ‘This Charming Man’ single, how much must the deal has left her with enough money to buy at
to crack £ majors be wasting'in trying to push dross into - least two small South American countries? |

/f Dee’s H’eparrure from Wham! the top 40? Pop promotion: the economics of the & think the Chancellor Of The Exchequer should be
was so convivial, how come she madhouse . : "
had to ring up Epic Records to next bottle of champagne is - onlypay them session fees when : of certain
blag tickets for the group’s recent coming from. . . : they felt they were entitled to a
Lyceum shows? Not talking to the The publishing world was ity. Miffed and tearful,
boys, perhaps . ..? : shaken to its very foundations this

Adam Ant /n generosity Monday lunchtime with the news
scandal. Returning from a recent that Si Le Bon’s mummy has _ ong to see Tmcey
LA gig, Big Countryman Stuart written three children’s books 7 W Ul ans new p!ay ‘Grass
Adamson (well | don’t really based on Simon’s adventures as a -hawt 1 Widow?, Right, you've bought
know if he's big or not) was little boy. Adventures? In Pinner? Heavy Metal heart-throb r;d ir programme, ate your crisps
amazed, emotion handed and Dear Peru-dence. South ?(nﬁtEJOf :xrremgfs(gnsli_t;my ed your Tizer, and finally
downright astounded to see a American soundalikes elly Johnson of Girlschoo “minces to the bleedin’
bottle of champers delivered to Incantation have come up revealed this week that, nd what's happening? Up
his room courtesy of fellow LA against the world’s most likes revealing, if you prancing the boards, is Ms
visitor Adam. Big Stu was even immovable object, Paul knoworrimean. o an in nowt but her panties!
more amazed, astounded etc to McCartney's wallet. The poncho “I don't have any dresses,” said ~ Calm down boys, cos that's all
i_ee Ii\gng Iegend.; Bob Dylan and han‘g’ed crewpwere Sflffd to play the,sult_ryhso’ngstr%ss.. = }/ou }re gemng And agthough the

om Petty atten on Macca’s ‘Pipes eace’ “l snip holes and rips into my ovely Trace is sans bra, all you
aforementioned gig. Rock 'n’ roll album, but declined the offer ‘cos jeans and T shirts, and people like~ get to see is her bare back. But
— you just don't know where the the Mull Of Kintyre meanie would to look into the holes. You have what a back . . .

o ! ]1 1) Name Annie Lennox’s partner in Eurythmics.
G : = 1 Is he a) Andy Stewart . ....b) Rod
WEET DREAMS are made of prizes like , Stewart..... c) Dave Stewart . .. .. ?

these. RECORD MIRROR are e'ving away |

30, yes 30, packages of Euryt mics | 2) What was the hit band both members were
goodies. Each winner will receive a copy of ]\| ;‘e’z’m':s'e E"’Vg"%‘f?rx:‘; it a) T"ec) =

their latest album Torch’, a signed copy of CEe Tl S e
their colour tour programme and a gigarmc s0 |
by 40 inch poster of Annie Lennox. | 3) What is the name of their current hit single?
To win, all you have to do is answer threa | Isita) ‘Union Of The Snake...... b)
easy questions, indicate your answers, cut out indaccoves (TR Nighte o, c) ‘Right By
the coupon and send it to: Eurythmics | Yourside'.... .2
Competition, RECORD MIRROR, PO Box 16, 1 NanD

Harlow, Essex. First 30 correct entries opened 1
on the closing date, Monday, December 5, get Address
the pnzes !
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Turner it up

TINA TURNER storms into Britain for a
short tour next month. The wicked
temptress will be playing London
Venue December 18, 19, 20, Cardiff St
g;vids Hall 21, Croydon Fairfield Hall

The shows come after dates in
Europe and the Middle East. After the
concerts Tina will be starting work on
her new album which is scheduled for
release in the Spring.

MAMA’S BOYS have added a string
of dates to their ‘Turn It Up Tour’.
They'll be playing Ashford Wye
College November 23, Oxford Penny
Farthing 24, Coventry General Wolfe
25, Gwent Cross Keys 26,
Manchester UMIST 29, Birmingham
Golden Eagle 30, Rayleigh Crocs
December 1, Glasgow Venue 2,
Kirkcaldy Abbotshall Hotel 3,
Bathgate Kaimpark Hotel 4.

The band will not now be playing
Hammersmith Odeon as previously
advertised.

@ THE EURYTHMICS play a final
London date at the Hammersmith
QOdeon on December 3. Tickets for the
show are £5, £4.50, and £4. They are
_available from the box office and usual i
'agents.

FORMER TYGER Of Pan Tang vocalist
Jess Cox releases his debut solo
album on November 30. The album,
entitled ‘Third Step’, includes the indie
hit single ‘Bridges’.

MALCOLM McLAREN releases his new smgla ‘Duck For The
Oyster’ on November 28. Like his previous hits it’s taken from
his ‘Duck Rock’ album and a 12 inch version of the single will
feature a bonus track, ‘Hobo Scratch’. This track has
previously been unavailable in Britain.

‘Duck For The Oyster’ is based on American square dances of
150 years ago, which were banned by the church because they
were said to be immoral.

McLaren is working on his second album which will be
released in the New Year.
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THE OUTRAGEOQOUS Divine will be
playing a mini tour at the end of the
month. He can be seen in all his
glory at Manchester Hacienda
November 23, Hastings Downtown
Saturday 24, Brighton Old Vic 25,
Blackpool Flamingos 26, Liverpool
State 27.

® OZZY OSBOURNE has changed the
release date of his ‘Bark At The Moon’
album because of problems with the
horrific cover artwork. The record will
now be out on December 2.

SLADE have changed some dates
and added some shows to their
forthcoming tour. They'll be p! vms
Swansea Brangwyn Halt on
November 29 and not the Top Rank -
as previously announced, Alse they'll
be playing Cardiff Ma'(fmr, uite :
November 30 and not the Cardif
Top Rank and on December 10
they’ll be playing Manchester
University mstead of Bangor
University. :

The new dates ru stoft
Shoulder Of Mutton Decembet 11
Liverpool Royal Court 13, i
Middlesbrough Town Hali 14,
Lancaster Umversu'v 15, Durham
Umvemtv 17.

oo

Nick Heyward

New 7" & 4-Track 12" Single.
b/w Stolen Tears (Previously

unreleased).

7" includes limited edition
FREE SINGLE “When it
started to Begin” (new
recording) in gatefold sleeve.




‘MINDER” STARS Terry and Arthur,
who are also knows as actars
George Cole and Dennis Waterman,
release a wacky single this month.
‘What Are We Gonna Get ‘Er
Indoors’ will be out on November 28
and it was written by the boys
themselves. Terry and Arthur are
currently filming a new ‘Minder’
series.

War games

MANOWAR, the American heavy
metal band who make Conan The
Barbarian look like Boy George,
begin their first ever British tour in
the New Year.

They can be seen in action at
Sheffield City Hall February 27,
Birmingham Odeon 28,
Middlesbrough Town Halli March 1,
Leicester De Montfort Hall 2, St
Albans City Hall 3, Southampton
Gaumont 4, Bristol Colston Hall 5,
Stoke Hanley Victoria Hall 6,
Manchester Apollo 8, Glasgow
Apolio 9, Newcastie City Hall 10,
Derby Assembly Hall 11, London
Hammersmith Odeon 72.

Box offices open this weekend for
the tour and tickets are £3.75 in

support band will be confirmed.

As a taster for the tour, Manowar
release their new single ‘Defender’ in
December, which features the actor
Orson Welles doing a voice over.

WHAM ARE asking fans not to buy
their latest ‘Club Fantastic Megamix”
single. Andrew and George Michael
claim that the single isn’t very good
guality and they weren’t even
consulted over its release.

“We feel that this record does not
meet the standards that our fans
expect and deserve from us and we
would be unhappy to think that any
of our fans wasted their money on
it,” George Michael told RECORD
MIRROR this week.

But a spokesman for their record
company Inner Vision remained
uvnrepentant. “It’s a great record, ”
he said. (How surprising — Ed.)

| L] Ir)hunr)grarn
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New 4 Track 12" imcludes TormenT, FiesT Time , You'lLNevea.
See Me ON A SUNDAY and. MeGAMILLIONMANIA - MULTIMANIA MIX

BZs 2112




You be 42

FUNKSTERS LEVEL 42 will be playing
a short tour before Christmas. They'll
be appearing at Canterbury University
December 13, Chippenham Rock
Theatre 14, Reading Hexagon 15,
Dunstable Civic Hall 16, Croydon
Fairfield Halls 18, Swansea Brangwyn
Hall 19, Hanley Victoria Hall 20,
Brighton Dome 21. Ticket prices range
from £3.50 to £5 and tickets are
available from box offices and usual
agencies.
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KING KURT release their first album next month. It's called ‘Ooh Wallah
Wallah” and the monumental epic will be out on December 2. The album
includes their hit ‘Destination Zulu Land’ and amaong the other tracks are
‘Gather Your Limbs’ and ‘Lonesome Train’. King Kurt will be recording and
releasing a brand new single for the New Year, when they'll be plawng ;
some more dates. Further details will be known shom'y

® THE ROLLING STONES have set
up an official fan club and it
operates from PO Box 200, Surbiton
Surrey KT6 4NH. One year's

\subscription costs £7.99 and for that

you get a fan club kit which includes
a record featuring interviews with
the Stones and postcards and
badges. The subscription also covers
six issues of a bi-monthly magazine
‘Beggars Banguet’.

Terror Hawks

COSMIC ROCKERS Hawkwind play a
massive tour in the New Year. The
schedule runs Slough Thames Hall
February 16, Birmingham Odeon 17,
Liverpool Empire 18, Manchester
A ollo 19, Preston Guild Hall 20,
Sheffield City Hall 21, Newcastle City
Hall 22, Edinburgh Plac!housa 23,
Aberdeen Capitol 24, Glasgow Apollo
26, Middlesbrough Town Hall 28,
Halifax Civic Theatre 29, Hanley
Victoria Hall March 2, Folkestone Leas

Cliff Hall 5, Crawley Leisure Centre 8,
Portsmouth Guild Hall 7, Dunstable
Queensway 8, Ipswich Gaumont 9,
Leicester De Montfort Hall 11,
Hammersmith Odeon 13, 14, Guildford
Civic Hall 15, Cardiff St David’s Hall 16,
Oxford Apollo 17, Bristol Colston Hall
18, Chippenham Golddiggers 19,
Southend Cliffs Pavilion 20,
Southampton Gaumont 21.

The band will be Dave Brock, Nik
Turner, Harvey Brainbridge and Huw
Lloyd Langton with a drummer still to
be alr(mounced. Tickets go on sale this
week.

Srartus uo

BACK MR8

The Thundering New
Album And Chrome Tape

10 greaf tracks from the makers of
‘AMESS OF BLUES’

RACING OUT OF
SHDPS NEAR YOU NOW!

=
- | VERHC 10 SHORTLY ON COMPACT DISC VERTIGD

‘OL’ RAG BLUES’ and
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JOHN COUGAR releases his new
single ‘Crumblin” Down’ on
December 2. The 12 inch version of
the single features Cougar’s ‘Jack
And Diane’ hit from last year.

THE REVILLOS begin their first tour
for 18 months in December. Dates are
Edinburgh Nite Club December 1,
Aberdeen University 2, St Andrews
University 3, Glasgow Nite Moves 5,
Durham University 6, Leeds All Saints
College 7, Newcastle City Hall 8,
London Goldsmiths College 9,
Brighton Escape Club 10, Dunstable
Queensway Hall 11, Leicester
Palytechnic 14, London Venue 15.
The band will have a new single and
album released in the New Year.

@ ALIEN SEX Fiend release their
ghoulish new album, ‘Who's Been
Sleeping In My Brain’, this week.

CAPTAIN SENS!HLE !atams kls second album ‘Tha Power Of Love on

November 25,

other tracks in
The Cap:‘am

pmbably tour.

® THE ESCAPE will be supporting
Tears For Fears on their forthcoming
tour. The band are in the studio
recording a follow up to their
‘Amsterdam’ single.

he album feawres his current single, ‘I'm A Spider’, and tha
de ‘Glad It's All O

oyal Rave Up®, =
f early next year, ‘when he w.rll i

@ LEADING AUSTRALIAN band Real
Life release their ‘Send Me An Angel’
single over here this week. The single
has just gone to number one in New
Zealand.

T ¥ «Radio

THURSDAY'S ‘Janice Long Show’ on
Radio One presents an exclusive
interview with Duran Duran in
Australia. The interview, conducted
by Peter Powell, will no doubt
concentrate on their latest album
‘Seven And The Ragged Tiger".

FRIDAY’S ‘Tube’ (Channel 4, 5.30pm)
features the Style Council, the
Europeans, the Fall and a tribute to

Marc Bolan (above). ‘Rockers
Roadshow’ (C4, 9.15pm) features the
dread delights of the Progression All-
Stars, Karen Williamson, Jab-Jab
and Brasilia. While BBC 2's "Whistle
Test On The Road’ funks it up with
Level 42.

SATURDAY morning sees Toyah on
ITV’s ‘Saturday Show’ and David
Grant, Limahl and the Flying Pickets
on BBC 1’s “Saturday Superstore’.
Radioc One’s ‘My Top 12° is chosen
by Heaven 17’s Glenn Gregory.

TUESDAY'S ‘Razzmatazz’ (ITV
4.20pm) has Howard Jones, the
Assembly, Toyah, Nick Beggs and
new singer Vickie Benson. ‘Rock
School’ (BBC 2) looks at heavy metal
and features looks at the styles of
Jimi Hendrix, Iron Maiden and
Motorhead.

S T &R N D
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THE LATEST ALBUM + CASSETTE

also on compact disc

tracks include the hit single THE SUN GOES DOWN (LIVING IT UP)+ MICROKID

other albums available from level a2: level 42 - the first album
the pursuit of accidents
the early tapes
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MEGAMIX

AVAILABLE ON 7'' ¥ & EXTENDED 12"
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GHOULISH GREATS

02ZZY OSBOURNE ‘Bark At The
Moon (Epic) While everybody
else changes into their Cinderella
party frocks and smiles as if butter
wouldn’t melt in their mouths, Oz
1s still yer wicked Fairy Godfather.
The wild man and his pet
gremlins romp home through a
prize concoction of demonic
vocals, devilish guitar and wicked
black humour. His best single
since ‘Crazy Train”. | can’t wait for
the video.

ZZ TOPR ‘Sharp Dressed Man’
(WEA) Sharper than the horns of
a Texas steer, more kick than a
mule bitten by a rattler and as
much class as a ‘38 Chevy, this
gritty piece of boogarama is the
single to finally break ZZ Top in
Britain. Go out and make some
dust fly. Yee hah!

TRACEY ULLMAN ‘Move Over
Darling’ (Stiff) So wonderfully
pretty, Tracey, I'd do anything for
you. The cutesome little vamp
curls her honeyed tongue around
Doris Day’s old steamer and it's
enough to make anybody all
passionate and breathless, She
can curl up in my Marks and
Spencer duvet anytime.
KIRSTY MacCOLL ‘Terry”
(Stiff) Another superbly

~ atmospheric voice on a pretty

. lorrid tale of out of reach love.

_ Kirsty never seems to get the :
airplay she deserves, but let’s hope
the partnership with Ms Uffman

pricks up a few ears.

THE FLYING PICKETS ‘Only
You’ (10) Not an instrument in
sight, as the Picks exercise their =
phenomenal acappella techniques g
on the classic Yazoo love sang. A
fine harmonious mix that's true to
the original but stands up inits =
own right. Wondrous treatment of
a luvverly song. s

ROBERT PLANT ‘In The Mood’
(Es Paranza) / certainly am.
Another fine smouldering epic
from the man with the platinum
larynx. Cool and superbly reliable,
I'll be playing this to death.

QUIET RIOT ‘Cum On Feel The Noize’ (Epic) The band that made
even Janathan King's flab tremble when he previewed them.
Already a monstrous hit in the States, Quiet Riot have taken
Slade’s old number and fiendishly injected it with a brashness and
enthusiasm that almost makes it sound even better than the
original. In a word — woooarrrgh!

/ g on a banana skin after
‘the brifiiance of ‘All Night Long’,

 contender. [ can't see this rather
- bland item muscling up the
S ‘[g- i o , = iicharts. - :
Nicky's a jolly di f cha ‘WHAM! ‘Club Fantastic
that not-a-hair-ou

Their cunning record company
has merely cobbled three tracks
together from their ‘Club :

‘tacky instrumental on the B side.

to be fair to the lads they didn’t
‘want it released themselves —
not that they'll be turning down
the royalties. Should be re-titled
“Club Fantastic Cement Mix".

(So Personal}’ (Warners) O/d
them out, but | have to stifle a

pleasant love song. The awful
thing is that the old boy doesnt
have to try any more and he can
get away with songs that are as
disposable as a Kleenex.

WILL POWERS “Smile’ (Island)
One kiss is enough. Slobbering
with a distinct lack of confidence,
Willy just hasn't come up with the
punchy hooks that made the /ast
epic — and those nagging vocals
don't help either.

G

BUCK S FIZZ ‘Rules Of The Game’ (RCA) The rules seem to be that
you release a single that sounds like last one played faster and
backwards. Another resounding zero on the Smithometer. They'll
be ticking over for years no doubt, but, Cheryl, what have you
done to your hair?

Chris Walfer

his track sounds like it's more of
~an album filler rather than a chart

'_ Megamix® (Inner Vision) Gef =
 those pulses under control, ladies.

Fantastic” album and bungeda

It’s all very jerky and rushed, but

GEORGE BENSON ‘Inside Love
George has certainly been trotting

yawn on yet another smooth and

BLANCMANGE ‘That's Love
That It Is’ (London) /f Ozzy
Osbourne is the villain of a
pantomime, then Blancmange
must be the young heroes coming
to rescue the damsel in distress.
But if they played her this latest
waxing, shed remain fast asleep.
Blancmange need a sense of
economy to stop themselves
meandering off course. You're left
waiting for a strong line which
just never comes.

THE ICICLE WORKS ‘Love Is A
Wonderful Colour’ (Beggars
Banquet) This isn’t the key single
to open that hidden door into the
charts. The Icicle Works sound
remarkably frigid and stilted to
me, with sub-Marc Almond
vocals.

PAUL INDER ‘Chelsea Girl’
(Hippodrome) /t would be

difficult to find a more

. _monotonous single in any given
= = o BSS. week. Paul Inder, Lemmy’s son
e - and the first signing to Peter
EL RICHIE ‘Running With s

Night" (Motown) Whoops,

Stringfellow’s Hippodrome label,
as precious little feeling or

 intensity. Ah well, there goes my
_membership to Pete’s new club,

ut you have to be honest, don't

you?

. BLUE OYSTER CULT Take Me
Away’ (CBS) Embarrassing

chunderings from these cosmic

_ codgers. Pretty much standard

metal fare from a band who have

" been complacent for a decade.

'ADRIAN GURVITZ “Hello Mum’
{RAK)} Coming up from my

burrow, | can sniff the first

‘Christmas single. Amazing the
~number of recard you can shift to
~ sentimental mums who have
been knocking back too much

sherry. This effort has it all with a
kiddie cover and slurpy vocals.

'HARRY KAKOULLI “She’s
- Mine’ (Connexion) Amazing the

number of people who still cling

on to pop’s soft underbelly and
 Harry's one of them. Former

- Squeeze bass player on a lame
- disko funk outing. Has the

debauchery of being in True Life
Confessions finally gone to his
head?

IRENE CARA '"Why Me’ (Epic)
The Flashdance screamer gets her
voice tethered down at /ast but
this single sounds as if was
written by Dial A Tune. Quite
staggeringly bland.



Tears For Fears
the way) You are

/e 77& exctended 127 single

TEARS FOR FEARS DECEMBER 1983 TOUR

1 Guildford Civic Hall
2 Norwich UEA
3 Loughborough University
4 Liverpool Royal Court
5 Newcastle City Hall
6 Edinburgh Playhouse
9 Nottingham Royal Centre
10 Birmingham Odeon
11 Manchester Apollo
12 Bristol Colston Hall
14 Hammersmith Odeon
15 Hammersmith Odeon
16 Margate Winter Gardens
" 17 Brighton Dome
19 St. Austell Coliseum
20 Gloucester Leisure Centre
21 Portsmouth Guildhall
22 Poole Arts Centre
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‘Ziggy Stardust And The
Spiders From Mars’ (Thorn
EMI, 1983)

- THE YEAR is 1973 — Ted
Heath is Prime Minister,
Sunderland win the cup, and
no-one has ever heard of
Cruise missiles. There are the
Sweet, Suzi Quatro and Gary
Glitter. And David Bowie is
Ziggy Stardust.

DA Pennebaker’s new film
of Ziggy and the Spuiers
farewell concert is not a great
cinematic experience, but it
does capture a real sense of
time and place. Then Bowie
had a delicious “don’t touch”
quality. You knew he was BAD
— but many of us were too
young to quite understand
why. You knew he was
strange — and liked it. And he
was SO pretty.

This film, for all its faults,
shows Bowie truly as a
product of his time. The
audience have Oxford bags,
long, limp hair with middle
partings, turquoise eye-
shadow, tank tops. And in the
middle of all this absurdity
slinks and stomps Ziggy
Stardust — larger than any
life, towering on grotesque
platform shoes, contorting his
anorexic frame and pulling all
attention towards him with
pure magnetism — an over-
used word, but the only one
for this context. Ten years
later and a clean and sanitized

Bowie is still at the top.

With a new record company.
his previous business links are
exploiting his continued
success by the release of both
the film and soundtrack. And
RCA and former production
company Mainman are secure
in the knowledge thiat though
the man has gone on to
pastures new, he can still
bring the money rolling in for
them.

The result is a strange film.
Badly shot in places, with
unsubtle attempts to gain
laughs at the sweating
audience’s expense, the sense
of having caught a piece of
history still manages to shine
out. To see Ronson, Bolder
and Woodmansey again, to /
hear those guitar solos tha
somehow never sounded quite
as boring as other people’s.

And then there’s t
If the Ziggy image was perfect
tack, the music as just
perfect. The s
surprisingly
parfurma}ee energetic and
powerful; the lyrics dated but
the tl:? s not. ‘Moonage

Daydream’, ‘Suffragette City’,
__Let’s Spend The Night

ogether’ — over an hour of
hearing and seeing what is
essentially just a show, but
with one important feature,
the actor himself. No-one but
Bowie could have got away
with singing ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll
Suicide’ while towering on

Pic by Robert Elfis

\
nine-inch red and yellow heels
clad in a black {snagged)
stocking.

It's hard to say if the film
captures what it was like to be
at Hammersmith Odeon that
night or to have belonged to
the whole Ziggy era, bqt it
certainly puts all Bowie’s work
in focus for those who missed
it. He had an across-the-board
appeal — young, beautiful and
wild, everybody’s fantasy if
only they would let him. From
the perfect flame hair to the
horrible shoes, the film shows
the caricature for what it |
was — an actor playing on
people’s subconscious desires.
At one time he’s cold and |
distant as Bowie goes through
grade one beginners’ mime |
movements, more reminiscent
of Rowan Atkinson than
Lindsay Kemp. At another, |
there’s complete self- |
centredness in the ritual play
between Bowie and Mick i
Ronson, seemingly oblivious |
to the audience and camera |
while playing up to them
totally.

Despite the technical
defects, what finally sporls thes
film are the cuts to the “real” |
Bowie in his dressing room —
making-up, changing, smoking '
a cigarette, superficially
chatting with Angie. Such
scenes are intrusive. They
interrupt the magic of the
performance, break into the
illusion and destroy the
fantasy. It wasn't David Bowie
the people went to see, but
the Ziggy persona, and all that
went with it.

Bowie has gone through
various changes since then,
finally (?) resting at the
establishment respectability
that ‘Let’s Dance’ and recent
screen acting has brought.
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Pic by Robert Elfs

None of them compare with
the character and the show of
this film — they are totally
different peaple.

It’s stupid to think that a
too-thin, red-haired, sickly-
skinned individual with dodgy
teeth, disfigured eyes and a
fetish for biting his guitarist’s
private parts could result in
the most fantastic ‘Star’ music
has produced. The film is sad
in a way, because the
character is well and truly
dead, but as a piece of
nostalgia, both for the era and
Mr Bowie’s earlier life, it’s still
captivating.

The motives for releasing
the film may not be the most
honourable, and it could have
been better, but it's all there
is. Go along, laugh at the
clothes, sing-a-long with the
music . . . and fall in lust all

over again.
ELEANOR L

Pic by LFI
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this is your audition, child,”

were Holly's quizzical
remarks when | first met him in
Liverpool. Holly is beginning to show
that he really can play the leading
lady and is performing his latest
pantomime to the most influential
circles.

Frankie Goes To Hollywood is the Holly
concept joined with musicians Mark

‘Toole (bass), Peter Gill (drums), Brian
‘Knasher’ (guitar) and Paul Rutherford
(backing vocals/dance and wardrobe
mistress). Holly is aiming for an Oscar.

With the release of their debut chart
single ‘Relax’, Holly talks enthusiastically
about his band, and of course himself.

“I have served my apprenticeship, |
started writing songs at 13, in our front
room,” he chuckles, and continues in
camp/scouse colloquialisms. “At 16 |
supported bands just playing an acoustic
version of Bowie's ‘My Death’, they all
used to throvy glasses at me. Then | joined
Big In Japan, working with such well
known names like lan Broudie, Bill
Drummond and Jayne Casey’ etc.”

Broudie helped Holly release two solo
singles on the notorious Eric’s label. After
the closure of Eric’s club and label he kept
busy working in art, opera, acting and
finally back to music and FGTH.

“I'm so excited with the ‘Relax’ video, it
really tells a story, | love telling little
stories. Living out my fantasies, child. With
independent labels you just can’t do that,
there isn't the financial back-up, | want to
live Frankie's dreams for real.”

SUCH ‘fantasies’ include exotic

v/ | THIS IS the film of my life and

Felliniesque visuals of the predictable

Heaven set, colourful drag queens,
lashings of leather and oodles of S&M
entertainment.

“Now let me tell you our story.” | had no
choice, so Hplly chatted on. “In the video
we tell Frankie’s tale. Frankie is on the
street and is lured into this Roman den,
showing the seedy side of life, and he goes
to the bar and doesn’t salute Nero, so
Nero sentences him to the lions, yet what
happens is he finds the tiger really cute
and starts hugging it. Nero is so impressed
that he liberates him.” Holly laughs,
straightens his Dallas cowboy shirt and
continues, “l am sort of like this character
Frankie, he is a bit of an alter ego. Frankie
goes to Hollywood is really Holly goes to
Babylon, coming to London and 7
everything, do you know warra mean?

So what's the difference between FGTH
and what Soft Cell are doing?

“Soft Cell are sleaze and seedy cabaret,
we have stories to tell, they're just funny,
500000 camp . . . oh, | don't think we're
like them. | mean we don’t stand for things

like beating up company executives or
sending brass dildos through the post.

“The video was not meant to shock, we
just wanted a party on that particular
Thursday, a party with friends on video, a
“fierce’ party, that's all.”

video, with or without the best camp

patois/sales chit chat, yet I'd most
definitely bulk buy their single! ‘Relax’ is
an amazingly powerful debut single for
these L'pool lads. The strong pop quality is
infused with an epic dancefloor feel, it is a
fresh sound, and very solid. It is hard to
believe that these lads were not brought
up in NY listening to their Harlem
handbags all day long! But the B-side of
the 12-inch plants them firmly this side of
the Atlantic. Frankie has done a version of
‘Ferry Cross The Mersey’ with more pro-
duction help from Horn.

“It was Trevor’s idea to do ‘Ferry’. | just
laughed at him, | said ‘don’t be ridiculous,
we're not a cabaret band’. But then |
thought that we shouldn’t be so negative,
so we gave it a try and it turned out totally
gorgeous. It shows everyone that | can
sing! Trevor is really wonderful you know,
we were totally shocked when he first
phoned to work with us. | mean, he’s an
out of reach megastar to us. | can’t wait to
hear what he’s going to do with our next
single ‘Two Tribes".”

As we break for coffee and some

IDOUBT if anyone could sell me a FGTH

chocolate, Holly's loquaciousness abounds.
“1 love all that Will Powers stuff, you
know, the sentiments behind it. Be
confident, don’t think negative. | mean the
actual words to ‘Relax’ are about
motivating yourself. A lot of people
translate it as a sexual thing, which it isn’t.
It's about shooting your energy in the right
direction, but because of our look people
just translate it in a totally seedy way.”

Then why bother with an image which is
going to be so mis-interpreted? Perplexed,
he goes for the chocolate again. “The
image is important to attract attention, |
mean we're a band coming from Liverpool
and there are hundreds of other bands, so
we have to cause a reaction. Now we feel
we have caused that we can get down to
the serious part of having fun and telling
little stories. The S&M image was just part
of the Frankie saga. We're just a bunch of
theatricals.” y

He sprawls on the floor, while | remain
perched on the settee trying ever so hard
to remain the journalist and stop myself
from picking up such Holly-syntax as “child”
and ‘fierce’.

Holly rants of his loves and most of all
Liverpool, “I can’t wait to return, L’pool
totally brings you back to earth, you can’t
get away with a big ego there!”

In his position many people wouldn't
remember their home towns but
Frankly . . . Holly would!

Jane Nina Buchanan




- [dilg’
Write to Mailman,

Record Mirror, 40 Long
Acre, London W(2

IF MARILYN (yes him!) doesn’t
wish to be associated with Boy
George why did he go on holiday
with him? And why did he flaunt
their friendship around the
London night-scene (it didn’t-
bother him then did it?).
Obviously he has got every right
to go on holiday with him. But the
way the media is over Boy
George's private life, he should
have known what it would lead
to.

Anather thing, if he has gone to
the trouble of having an outfit
‘specially’ made for “Top Of The
Pops’, why doesn’t he learn a
dance routine or something
instead of ripping off George's
hand movements and so on.

| hope this doesn t start a
backlash off, ‘cos I'm a big fan of
George and Marilyn but his
attitude just seems a bit silly,
that's all.

Tracy, Liverpool

® Marilyn copying Boy George?
Maybe he's the famous Karma
Chameleon

I'VE COME up with a super idea.
Why don’t you just print the
comments you write under the
letters and omit the letters
altogether? Let’s face it, they're all
a load of rubbish anyway. Every

performance on ‘Top Of The Pops'.
‘should we fling this filth at our kids?’ piece of
nonsense. | had to laugh when they held up Mick

It was basically a

THE CURE'S Robert (left) and Fun Boy Terry (right): double trouble

1 CAN remember when Robert Smith of the Cure was as normal looking
~as any bank clerk. Since he became a part-time guitarist with Slouxsne
nd the Banshees and had a hand in the Glove he seems to have
aught Fun Boy Te all disease. His hair looks like he's seen a
ideo nasty while his performances on ‘Top Of The Pops’ are so
«deadpan he makes Albert Tatlock sound like a laughing hyena. .
. Robert Smith may be brmgmg home the bacon chartwise but he’s
- not cured properly — he's definitely gone off.
 John Hall, Lanark, Scotland

- ® ‘Love Cats’ — more like caterwauling, if you ask me

week my eyes positively race
through the letters in order to
read the caustic comment
underneath. This is more often
than not written with a pen well
dipped in vitriol. Trying to work
out if any of the comments match

up to the letter they've sent must
drive your readers wild with
frustration. Serves them right.
Barry Manilow's everlasting legs,
Oakham, Leics

® No co 1t (that's up
now hasn't it?)

t you

ihls & Jugr | see hefore e‘-’

ANYONE SEE the ‘Sunday People’ editorial on
Marilyn? It castigated our she-man for his pouting

civilisation as we know it with their ‘girlish’ long
hair and uncouth body thrusts. It's virtually the
same things the ‘Sunday People’ complained of in
Marilyn.

Rockin’ Robin, London SW20

Jagger and his Rolling Stones as a paragon of

virtue. It wasn't so long ago that they were claiming
that Mick, Keef and the lads were undermining

@ A good bit of outrage never hurt anyone. Ask
Maicolm Mclaren and Johnny Rotten
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EVERY YEAR it happens. As soon
as those little bleeders in the
streets stop trying to extort
penmes for their guys you know
it's time to stuff cotton wool in
your ears.

Yes, it's the time every record
gets filled with heavenly choirs,
sleigh bells, and tries to sound
like an anthem. Already the new
Pretenders, Slade and Thompson
Twins singles are showing the
shape of th|ngs to come. When
Scrooge said “Christmas? Bah,
humbug”, he’'d probably heard
all the rubbish records that are
continually flung at us from
‘Grandad’ to ‘Mull Of Kintyre'.

It's all very well people wishing
for a traditional white Christmas
but people should remember that
it all turns to slush.

Carol Chistmas, Yuletide-on-sea
@ Well, it is the season of turkeys
that should be stuffed

HE'S AN uptown boy. Who's that?
Billy Joel, that's who. He's so
unky.

| just loved the video. With his
axle grease and spanners he can
give me a service any day he
likes. I'm sure he could help the
trouble | have starting.

Il have to give a few dancing
lessons, Billy, you’ve got two left
feet dear. But | baggsy first ride
on the back of your motor bike
with you, Mmmm — that would
be fi-yi-yine!l "

A box of spark plugs, Cowely
® Yeah! yeah! But be careful or
you'll blow a gasket

REGARDING THE letter by Steve
Norman’s trousers (Mailman Nov
12), OK, so Midge Ure isn't the
picture of perfection but neither is
Mr Puniverse himself, Steve
Norman. Let’s have less of this
‘Let’s have a dig at Midge Ure'
lark. The sooner people realise
that Simon Le Bon wasn't the
greatest thing that ever blessed
this earth the better.

Midge Ure worshipper, Kirk
Hallam, Derbyshlre

® People aren’t going to find out
until Le Bon's fans take off their
dark glasses and fold away their
white canes

“

PAUL MCCARTNEY'S ‘Say Say
Say’ had dropped down the chart
when the BBC played the video of
the song. And then what
happened?...The record shot back
up to number three.

McCartney was said to be
furious about the video not
originally being played on ‘Top Of
The Pops’ and now we know why.
His music is the same stuff he
was coming out with 10 years
ago. |t seems that these days he
has to rely heavily on videos and
duets with megastars to keep him
near the top.

I'm not doubting McCartney's
past superstar status but it seems
totally unfair that up and coming
acts on low budgets are having to
compete with megastars coming
out with the same cheap songs
with expensive videos.

As for Michael Jackson, come
on son, you deserve far better
recording material than this.
Mick, York
® We've heard Macca's buying a
box brownie to even things up
next time
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gAlbuis,

Noc Noc
who’s there?

SIOUXSIE AND THE BANSHEES
‘Nocturne’ (Polydor SHAH 1)

COULD it be that it was oh so different

then ...? Way back in the annals of
poptime when the florid, Keatsian
figure of Steven Severin was still plain
old Stevie Spunker, and the dismal
thrash of Siouxsie and her Banshees
was merely an aural

 who'd hav

ion of the

antics, ~ ~ affairs Quo have allowed themseivas

+++++Essential- —
++++Worth scratching
++-+Worth taping

++Worth selling
+Worthless

‘Israel’ and ‘Happy House’ coming
anywhere near, so beginning the set
with Stravinsky’s ‘Rite Of Spring”
promptly pales what follows into a
sorry insignificance.
This is not what’s happening.++
Graham K Smith

STATUS QUO ‘Back To Back’
(Vertigo 814 662-1)

WHEN ARE they going to swap their
jeans for rhinestone suits? ‘Back To
Back’ shows what a sorry state of

1o slide into. From be

ing one ,o( the

. punchiest and most raucou
Britain, they’ve become a ¢i
qnte s e
Honestly, some of the songs
_ wouldn't shame Max Bygraves,
. especially the cosy little singalong
- number ‘Marguerita Time'. Gnulaz ,
_ somebady really be strumming a =
~ banjo on it? Qua’s sterifisation of
~ themselves means that the album is
 completely lethargic, plodding
~ remorselessly thraugh tracks like ‘Can
- Be Done’ and ‘Too Close To The .
e Lig s i
. t's all very sad Jads. This album just |
isn't worthy of you+ =~
e Robin Smith |

* YES '90125' (Atco 780125-1) _OfA_Lgner rt’ that [ was alitle
L WAS going to do a quick hatchet job 100 hard an & week ortwo back On
_ and bury them in the ground, hut Sunsequent hearing Its really invaded
instead | had to leave my shovel in the MY Senses. Essential listening. + +++ +
’s;‘r:éd.h?’é’s'“havé baﬁfauriij’e;f my beliefs . - Robin Smith

that they're just a bunch of old bores ’

re-adjusting their pacemakers to make V.ISAGE Fade '_I'o grey =—The
a quick buck Singles Collection’ (Polydor

On "90125" they've recaptured the Pold 5117)
techno rock trophy. Big and hard AH, THE apogee of new romanticism
hitting, they‘ve built new empires — where people talked style and
under the guiding hand of Trevor dressed up in their mum’s blouses,
Horn, where musicians talked soul and

For the new breed of Yes fan there’s bowed to the machine. Youth cult?
‘Leave It” or the current single ‘Owner Yeah, we'll storm the Max Factor

AEdatl LOUWNG,
perhaps excuse the humourless,
“monochrome excess in the grooves
Sioux wails on with an unerring ability
to avoid the scant melodies. Budgie
and Severin clatter and plod in
antiseptic manner while crazy guy
Bobby Smith sleepwalks through his
McGeoch and MacKay catalogue with
nary a stir. Over the seven years of
interminable gigs and records the
Banshees have actually come up with
very few bona fide good songs, only

~ countera ,
Some nice polite music.

RECORDS WANTED!!

By RECORD, TAPE & VIDEO EXCHANGE

ALL LPs, singles & cassettes (pre-recorded or used blanks) bought or
exchanged. 1p-£2.50 each paid (more for RARITIES & VIDEOS). ALL
accepted in ANY condition — absolutely NONE refused!! Bring ANY
quantity to:

38 NOTTING HILL GATE, LONDON W11 (727 3539)
28 PEMBRIDGE RD, NOTTING HILL GATE W11 (727 3538)
90 GOLDHAWK RD, SHEPHERDS BUSH W12 (749 2930)
229 CAMDEN HIGH ST, NW1 (267 1838)

Or SEND any quantity by post with SAE for cash to Record Tape & Video
Exchange (M02) Ltd, 38 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 (None returned

once sent — we decide fair price).

SPECIAL OFFER — SEND £20 FOR 100 USED LPS/12' SINGLES OR
£30 FOR 500 USED SINGLES (NOS APPROX — OUR SELECTION)

All shops open 10-8 EVERY day of the year for many 1000’s of cheap

used/unused record, tape & video bargains (wholesale discounts

available) RARITIES are bought, sold, exchanged UPSTAIRS at
38 Notting Hill Gate, W11.

7 5o &

: - was a good B

here in its 12in version it’s not
too hot. The other nine tracks are
electro-dfskow at jts most vacuous.
Hair by Lucy, make-up by Broocey (the
one with the moustache), conception
by Phoney. An overpainted speck on
the history of pop and as they say, last
year's make-up was just some poor
animal’s bollocks. ++

Jim Reid

SQUIRE ‘Get Smart’ (Hi-Lo Records
LO 002)
MOD, AND by that | mean the original
article, was stylistically right, was a.
neat barometer of new working class
prosperity and had a lot of nice
American records to dance to. It wasn't
much else and consequently its late
Seventies revival was nothing more
than a facile fancy dress party. Squire
were part of this and ‘Get Smart’,
released | think to cash in on a
Californian mod craze, is the last word
in shallow nostalgia. Invest your fiver
in a coupla pairs of white socks.++
Jim Reid

TEENA MARIE 'Robbery” (Epic

25655)
TEENA MARIE may have shaken the
shackles that bound her to Motown
and the Rick James machine. But that
turns out to be bad news. What we've
finally got on her Epic debut is a littie
bit of funk and a great deal of
introspective, rambling songs that
always did tend to clutter her albums
and now have firm eontrol. Slow
things like ‘Stop The World’, ‘Shadow
Boxing’ and ‘Casanova Brown’ are
tortured, tortuous and not very tuneful.
Maybe she can't be blamed for

wanting to sidestep the disco lady
image, but she’s left her soul behind
and “Fix It" and ‘Ask Your Momma’
over-compensate with a frantic tempo.
She used to know what was behind
the groove; now she's either forgotten
or doesn't care anyomore.
a4

Paul Sexton

WHODINI ‘Whodini‘ (Jive HIP 10)
THERE’'S NO escaping it, when you
mix Whodini and producer Conny
Plank together, you‘d feel happy
locked in a safe for 40 minutes with
the product.

Whereas most rappers have difficulty
keeping a side of a good sized 12-inch
interesting, Jalil Hutchins and Ecstasy
manage to weave their way through
waves of electro rhythms with the ease
of a jaywalker in a London rush hour.
From the lyrically banal ‘The Haunted



DURAN DURAN ‘Seven And The Ragged Tiger’' (EMI EMC 1654541)
{ PLAYED it three times. | read all the lyrics. I studied the sleeve in
detail. Then [ laughed. Then [ cried.

‘Seven And The Ragged Tiger’ is bad. Not bad as in naughty and
nasty, but bad as in pathetic, useless, no good. It's pretentious,
pompous and possibly the first chapter in their decline.

Duran are based on illusion. They're governed by a clever ad-man
imagery that makes a soft focus glamour from a pimply fake.
Always on exotic locations, always unattainable, Duran peddle
sickly Dubonnet adverts for eager but undernourished consumers.

All this makes the Duranies slightly superior to the average pop
product. And, when they were crafting their love letters to
materialism with a bit of trad discipline — ‘Girls On Film’, 'Rio’,
‘Save A Prayer’ — they were almost bearable. §

But now D D want more. They want art. But art isn’t coming out
to play today and nobody’s gonna take all this too seriously.

"SATRT’ is no more than a sub-art school mix of piagiarism — D
Sylvian out of B Ferry and D Bowie — and playpen pretension —
the G Numan school of 'if it’s obscure and meaningless it’s very
clever’. In the process Duran crawl over a whole mountain of flab
and deadweight. It's a painful experience.

As each track disappears into the next the desperate, dull thump
and sweat of D D’s mediocre talent gets louder and louder.

‘SATRT’ so much wants to sate the egos of its makers, but
instead it merely inflates their already excruciatingly crass version
of the rockstar as sensitive artist. The smugness is sickening.

Take No Voice Le Bon. The man's clearly got a personality crisis.
When he’s not Sylvian he's Ferry and when he’s neither he's
making despérate vocal inflections in an attempt to hide his
limitations. Take the lyrics — chickenfeed mysteries that neither
say or mean anything. Take the music — a vapid beg, steal or
borrow job that's so insubstantial it’s hardly there.

Take it away, and bury it deep.+

Ull night
long

TRACEY ULLMAN ‘You Broke My
Heart In 17 Places’ (Stiff SEEZ 51)
TV STAR in Good Album release
shock! :

Oh yes, | kid you not — lovely
Tracey Ullman, multi-talented
comedienne and budding thespian
rocked the pop world to its
foundations yesterday as the hushed
press corps eagerly welcomed her
debut Long Playing record. Skilfully
avoiding the dreaded “Toyahitis
syndrome’, which often manifests itselt
when media celebrities dabble in the
shameful playground of the pop
moguls, usually with disturbing
results, gorgeous Miss Ullman is set to
charm the general public with an
entertaining set of toe-tapping
melodies: = - :

Ignaring the current trend among
the puppetmasters of gutterpop to
utilise new fangled synthesisers and
second rate songs, plucky Tracey has
elected to whisk her public off on a trip
back through time to 8 more carefree
era ¢ ince and romance. Following
her success with ‘Breakaway’ she has
minad her callection of golden oidies
and pulled out sorne wacky winners!

. the genre ;

_their speak fresh and sii
being just 2 dead recital
Much credit must go to Conny Plank,
too. There’s obvious sympathy
between both sides of the production
desk which makes this album more
worthwhile than yer usual hit single
plus a load of fillers job. OK, ‘Magic’s
Wand’ gets two workings — although
one Is so short you'd almost miss it —

get wea.

album’s

minutes of fun history with the
customary squirts of electro
synthesizer having a far more
distinctive style than most.

Any rap album will have its
shortcomings, of course, and this can

up to anyone who can sustain an

quality as this.++++

Jim Reid ‘Move Over Darling’ ther new sing/e

release) is a lushy, crushy update of

 the Doris Day chestnut, while Susan

Jaughan's ‘Bobby’s Girl'is given a

n simplicity the record pu pounding Glitter Band arrangement.

‘Long Live Love’ and i Close My Eyes
And Courtt Te Ten” both whip up 2
heady Sixties nostalgia and we're
brought up to date by Blondie's
‘Presence Dear’ and a brace of brand
new tunes from the talented pen of
snappy Croydonian Kirsty MacColl —
Tracey's most recent hit parade smash
‘They Don't Know’ plus the LP's titie
track. A winner/+++

Graham K Smith

es through its five and a half

ring after a while. But thumbs

waorth of material of such high
Simon Hills
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FELA ANIKULAPO-KUTI ‘And The
Africa 70" (EMP EDP 1547203)
IT DEPENDS on what you like, really.
African music buffs will no doubt lap
up four sides of what amounts to eight
tracks of pure jamming. This is all very
well live, of course, especially from
someone who apparently plays for
over four hours on stage, but on
record it's for the devoted only. The
tracks comprise hundreds of (excellent,
maoody) solos over a solid beat but lack
the impact they would have live, even
though some of the atmosphere’s
retained.++

Simon Hills

ANDRE CYMONE ‘Surviving In The
80s’ (CBS 25767)

‘THE MAN who taught Prince
everything he knows’ is perhaps not
quite the finest titfe to have, hearing
the amount of makeweight material
clogging up the °1999° album —
however Prince’s former bass player
appears to have easily superceded his
sidemnan tag with this debut LP.
Immediately individual in its futuristic
funky pop style, a combination of

the brewvity that his former mentor so
drastically lacks plus a tongue planted
firmly in cheek makes this a wackily
listenable (and danceable] colfection.
b Graham K Smith

PAUL RODGERS ‘Cut Loose’
{Atlantic 78-0121-1)
HIS YOICE is clapped out and the
songs are trite and meaningless. Paul
Radgers, once the great thumping
frontman behind Free and Bad
Company, has falfen down badly.

Unlike his running mate Robert
Plant, his style hasn't moved on to
new heights and challenges but
regressed to this tawdry collection of
amateurish songs. The Rodgers legend
has been drowned from the opening
dullish moan of tracks like ‘Fragile’ and
‘Live In Peace’ to the chundering
‘Northwinds’ and ludicrous ‘Superstar
Woman'. It looks like Rodgers is way
over the hill. +

Robin Smith

You're never alone with an Escort. £

| The new Ferguson Escort personal ste :

Elmmcuson} | | for 1]

with EM. Radio.

Great sound. Great price. Just £1995  phones, comes in an attractive gift pack
he Stereo Cassette Playeror £2995  that'sideal for Christmas.
Thenew Ferguson personal stereo.

The Escort, complete with head- Terrific company when you're on yourown.

LL| FERGUSON

ESCORT
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THE JAM ‘Snap!’ (Polygram,
approx £20, approx 50 mins)
THE JAM and their music completely
passed me by during their brief but
Spectacular existence. The only thing
to register as meaning anything at al/
was ‘Going Underground”.

Only on hearing ‘Snap!’— the
album — did it hit me ,uust how
wonderful was the Jam's work and,
almost smglehandedfy, how they kept
the “serious” end of the singles chart
afloat when all around was sinking.

The Jam were the most consistent
pop group of recent times — and

‘Snapl” hlgh.’fghrs this by leading us
from the no-frills approach of the early
hits, getting more sophisticated with
the clinical whiteness of ‘Going
Undarground (the final mushmom-
cloud shot giving the most chilling
argument against the suicidal nuclear
policies of our esteemed leaders there
has been) and ending up at the
controlled warmth o? “Town Called
Malice” and ‘The Bitterest Pill".

It never fails to grab your attention
— if only to take in the constantly
varying Weller hair length. And all the
time the music gets better. From the
anarchic In The City’ to the controlled
melody of ‘That's Entertainment” you
get 17 tracks of pure class. | just can't
believe how good the Jam were
sometimes.

NEW EDITION ‘The Video
Singles’ (Polygram, approx
£10, approx 15 mins)

I MAY well have missed something
here, but apart from ‘Candy Girl’, have
New Edition actually sold any records?
If so, they shouldn’t have because
these four tracks are the most
revolting things since Henry VIIl took
his cod-piece off.

It must be very nice when you're 15
to travel the world in a pop group,
sing a bit, dance a bit, dress up. ft
doesn‘t mean you have to inflict it on
everyone else, though. Since their one
hit New Edition have been called the
new Jackson 5 and the new Musical
Youth. The new Nalans would be
maore appropriate as this video sees
them going through jarring
choreographed routines and smiling
sweetly at the camera, trying their best
to instill some decency into their
mundane material.

There’s also something
objectionable about little boys playing
the role of virile fantasy objects —
complete with black leather studded
bits. It’s probably a real laugh to them,
but it looks decidedly unhealthy.

THE STYLE COUNCIL ‘What We Did On Our |

Iygram, approx £11, apj ox 5 min:
T}fﬂ'TORY csﬂtm;m&"‘ b

e early Jam lacked a certain sophistigation,
then the Style Council pomvely reeks of it. Music
and wsuals combine on this collecti

MERRY CHRISTMAS MR LAWRENCE (Palace,
approx £25, 124 minsj

THIS, RUNS the story, is where David Bowie
proves he’s not just a throw-away pop star and
gets some real artistic credibility instead.

Set in a Japanese POW camp during the
Second World War, the film concerns the y
fascination a Japanese captain (Sakamoto) feels ~
for his enigmatic British counterpart (Bowie). A
war of nerves develops between captain and
love-object that highlights the difference
between the two cultures that produced them.

Oshima is one of the most respected dirctors
around; Tom Conti one of the best actors, so
Bowie and Yellow Magic Orchestra man
Sakamoto (best known for his work with Japan
over here) are in tough competition to prove
their acting ability as they desperately battle fo
out-charisma each other . . . not the criticism it
sounds, because that is what they are there for.

The film is intriguing and disturbing, much of
which is due to Sakamoto’s beautiful score, and
it has transferred to video remarkably well. For
Bowie fans there’s lots to stare at and his
performance is an improvement on previous
dramatic endeavours, but in the end he is out-
acted by Conti and out-posed by Sakamoto. A
good film though and well worth seeing.

BRITAIN 5 GREATEST - 7473 Ve

ROCK WEEKLY

R LANSRAT
s1esh for [uLu
dAvie] o

A-op...cheaP!/




“Colour by Numbers” “Sevenand the
Ragged Tiger”
£4.49 £4.29

A\

—_

The Jam - “Snap!”
(Double Album
Greatest Hits)

1594

“Genesis”

£4.49

e

L

| BOOTSHAVE GOTALLTHE
| CHRISTMAS HITS TOGETHER.

Abba - “Thank You for the Music” ......... £4.49
Adam BNt =S5 HE, 52 s vns s e £4.99
George Benson — “In your Eyes”............ £3.99
Big Country — “The Crossing”................ £3.99
David Bowie - “Let's Dance”.................. .£3.99
Carpenters - “Voice of the Heart"........... £4.99
Chas & Dave —'"Knees Up"...............o.. £4.99
Richard Clayderman-“The Music Of..."... £4.49
EyaICs—""TOUGHT . . sossin e cesanamesimson £4.49

Hall & Oates - "Rock & Soul Part1” (Best of) £4.99
Nick Heyward - “North of a Miracle” ....... £3.99

Michael Jackson - “Thriller"................... £3.99
EltonJohn-"TooLowforZero"................ £3.99
BillyJoel-"AnInnocentMan".................. £4.719
Paul McCartney - "Pipesof Peace’.......... £4.49

Barry Manilow — "A Touch More Magic"...£4.49

Johnny Mathis/Natalie Cole - “Unforgettable —
A Trbute to NatKing Cole” ................. £4.79

Cliff Richard - “Silver” (Single Album).....£4.49
“Silver” (Double Album Boxed Set)....... £6.99

Lionel Richie-"“Can't SlowDown” ........... £4.99
Roxy Music

“The Atlantic Years 1973-1980"............ £4 .49
Bob Dylan - "Infidels” ..........coooovviireriinns £4.79
Imagination-"Scandalous”.................... £3.99
UB40-"Labourof Love”..........ccoovivvrnnn. £3.99
Ultravox —“Monument” ........coovvevvvennnnnn. £2.99
Wham! —"Fantastie”. ... cc.owesihsesmse o £3.99

Paul Young - “No Parlez!"...................... £3.99

— T

This Christmas, Boots Record Departments |
also have 100 Top Titles from such artists as |‘
Culture Club and Duran Duran to Barbra
Streisand and Richard Clayderman, all at £3.99
for album or cassette.

All prices are for Album or Cassette
subject to stock availability.

THE BEST FOR CHRISTMAS
DT R

|
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“Stevens s
even shakin
at 4 in the;

All your favourite singles,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

4 different songs Monday
to Friday, 5 at the weekends.

Records changeat 8.00a.m.,
12 noon, 3 p.m., and 9.00 p.m.
weekdays. Same at weekends,
plus one more at 6.00 p.m.

London Discline available
throughout the year.

Outside London, 24 hours a
day except during the season’s
major cricket matches, when
it's available at the end of play
from 7.00 p.m. to 8.00a.m.

Records this week include:—

UPTOWN GIRL, Billy Joel

SAY SAY SAY, Paul McCartney/Michael Jackson

CRY JUST A LITTLE BIT, Shakin’ Stevens

ALL NIGHT LONG, Lional Richie

THE SUN AND THE RAIN, Madness

PUSS ‘N BOOTS, Adam Ant

48 888 ss sas

JOOLS H: “Too many people in silly hats” claim

% # iii“&ﬁ 11

A TOUR OF OI.I.AND

RRIVING at chez
Holland uncoolly early,
clutching a rough

handful of questions from m
brother and an extremely

cumbersome tape recorder,
am met by the small compa,
figure of Jools Holland, wi
ushers me over various

articles of clobber aggd
upstairs to his flat, telling m
I'm just in time for tea.

We settle down to & & oadbm
and | bring up the subject of
Jools’ long awaited albi

T

“Lots] Pete

111axww
Guidelines

good, and Dr Johin. I'm oingto !
q’ A%akausuchasmm , poxy

try and get him on The

and do a duet on pianas. He's l

lot, sort of, meaner, and.
soppy than a lot of the things
that are about at the momen
There's too many people sucking

their cheeks in and wearing s.rlly v

L %a@ly i ’Swile&‘ is a MMM

hats.”

There have been complaints
from heavy metal fans that there
wasn't enough head banger stuff
on The Tube’.

“Hmm, yes, well I'd say that
there wasn't enough rockabilly
on it, " Jools cuts in tartly. “1
mean, there was a programme on
heavy metal, but the things that
haven't really been covered at all
are say, black blues artists,

mcklblﬂy, and' rhythm and blues;
and um, reggae hasn't been
covered that much Mar,

bly not any
_haven't really bad m
m my own |

"mw,[wa dl:ketnsaomm

year, they

- seemed, ati:m, to maka a

virtue out of having less

. more music; it seemed like rhay o
w‘m makmy Jibes about ‘T abo 1

le thing for it to come out of
. "Obwously it helps to sell
2ople l.f::eﬂordsbut S mich

wever, ”

to ‘The Tube’, because they

nnly have what they want on it. -

But 'The Tube’ has a wider
audience it wants to get to. ;

“There is.that air of excitement
in ‘The Tube’, like no-one really
knows whnr’s yomg to happan
each week. :

You have a very dafmne sort of
‘spiv’ look — how did this
evolve?

have an e

“Well, the suits started when |
was in Squeeze, | always wanted
to be like a western preacher — |

- always liked their outfits. They
; :seamed fairly ridiculous to me.

- “Anyway, when | was 76, | was

f a rocker coz | had a motorbike —
‘not o be confused with a heavy

il type of person, an old type

: af mckcr, I suppose it's through

Wﬂm ‘SWITCH' first took
over from The Tube’ o

wearing 1960s suits that one gets

that 8. .

“I ten .&9 have a lot of Sixties
v’gm can buy them
thup in smnd hand shops. And

1 think they were cut a bit better
::i‘hav;i they are these days.”

that’s image dealt Wiﬂl
fiends tothe

be ig ored. | mean,
from TV, lintend to
large 24 track studio, |

t track at the
- mom ‘es, television is OK but
_it’s not uMMng as making

o mach‘ and recording.”

Jessi McGuire
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Hhe principLe o momentr Four 1983

NOVEMBER 22 GLASGOW APOLLO
NOVEMBER 23 EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE
NOVEMBER 25 LIVERPOOL EMPIRE

14 CARDIFF TOP RANK

L
] DECEM 17 BR1GHTON CENTRE
NOVEMBER 26 LEEDS UNIVERSLTY, T DEC B85 X FORD APOLLO
g NOVEMBER 28 NEWCASTLE CITY L 9 DEC 220 NOTTINGHAM ROYAL CENTRE
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FIRST CORRECT entry out of the postbag wins a
blockbusting £5 regrd token E 2

ACROSS
1 Adam’s latest (4,1,5)
5 They finished Burning From
The Inside (7)
9 Phil Collins number one

4,5,

11 They've got a Mess Of Blues

12 All Right Now group (4)

13 Written for a jester’s tear (6)

14 Arresting group (6)

16 Confident kisser (4)

17 Described as a Texan boogie
band (1,1,3)

20 Topless group (3,7,4)

24 Owners of a lonely heart (3)

25 Pink Floyd’s end (3,5,3)

27 Of The Shadows or Motown

(6)

29 Half of Knees Up duo (4)

30 My Flaming Sword has carried
them into the charts (4)

32 Bowie film score found on
Let's Dance (3,6)

33 He helps Black Lace fill the
dance floor (8)

34 Lover of common people (4,5)

35 See 15 down.

DOWN
1 Request from UB40 (6,4,4,2,3)
2 A hit for Paul and Michael
(3,3,3)
3 They recently took London
Town into the charts (5,4)
4 & 24 down 1981 Stones LP
(6,3)
6 Group making Love Out Of
Nothing At All (3,6)
7 Harley or Harvey (5)
8 :t tojak Kate Bush to the top
9,7
10 What Spandau were hanging
on (8)
15 & 35 across Happy Birthday
singer from 1981 (5,6)
18 Paradise isle for David (6)
19 Electric fruit who had too much
to dream last night (6)

21 Bunnymen song that will go
onand onandon... (54)

22 Lennon's finest (7)

23 What Errol found on the
telephone (5)

24 See 4 down

20 James (----) Friedman (4)

28 Said b Ph;l when he must be
going

ki | Talklng Heads had a ---- Of
Music (4)

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 ‘Labour Of Love’,

4 “Ritmo’, 7 “Visions In Blue’, 10 ‘Cars’,
11 ‘No More Heroes’, 13 Alf, 15 Stir,
18 ‘Flash’, 19 Ron, 20 Elton, 22 Dust,
23 ‘Siren’, 26 Doobie, 27 "All Night
Long’, 30 Beggs, 31 Ten, 32 Hat,

34 Danse, 37 Rockers, 38 ‘Back To The
Egg’, 39 Crack.

DOWN: 1 'Love Will Find A Way’,

2 ‘Business As Usual’, 3 ‘Long Hot
Summer’, 5 Marillion, 6 Peter Sarstedt,
8 Omma, 9 Sire, 12 Revenge, 14 ‘Over
And Over’, 16 Wham, 17'The Wild
Heart’, 21 Sting, 24 Epic, 25 Bent,

28 ‘Listen’, 29 George, 32 Head, 33 Tik,
25 AC/DC, 36 Eric.

LAST WEEK'S X-WORD WINNER
Martin Wells, 8 Lodge Close, Cowley,
Uxbridge, Middx.

Streefsounds comp winners

Rupert Aikman, New Basford, Nottingham;
Stacey Willllms Morden, Surrey; Gary Gray,
Aberdeen; Barry Crowdar Boston, Lincs;
Chris Batson, Highbury; Mark Watson
Consett, Co Durham; fark Dawson,
Spalding, Lincs; Thomas Lamont, Larbert,
Stirlingshire; Steve Jackson, Norwich,
Norfolk; Simon Ward, Stafford; S Nechen,
Uskeard Cornwall; K Fisher, Bigglaswnde,
Beds; Sally Dwma Formby, Liverpool’
Helen Jones, Dolgellau, Gwynedd Darren
Joyce, Thnma Oxon; M Sutton,
Sittingbourne, Kent; N Cotter, Mottingham,
London; David Trﬂ-n Lowestoft, Suffolk; K
Robinson, Tunbridge, Kent; Robert Finch,
Seaford, East Sussex; Dave Blackburn,
Blaclcburn Lancs; P J Bark, Kingsbury, NW3;
Martin Truds, Southfields, London; A
Stevenson, Hackney, E 9.

ANSWERS:- 1)c) ‘Break Dancin’ — Electric
g?ogle 2)c)Harry Wayne Casey, 3)a) George
inton.

THEY SAY Ron Wood has put new bite into the Stones but this is
ridiculous. He's also the only non-original member. Name the other
two holders of his guitar position to start this week's Stoned trivia
quiz

TRIVIA QUIZ

1 Who are Nanker and Phelge better known as?

2 Which British group released cover versions of ‘The Last Time’ and ‘Under
My Thumb'?

3 Which top British group appear with the Stones on the cover of ‘Satanic
Majesties'?

4 Who designed the cover of ‘Sticky Fingers'?

5 When was Mick Taylor’s first appearance with the Stones?

6 Who is known as the sixth Stone and what instrument does he play?

7 Which Stones single made number one in the US almost two months
before UK release?

8 On which Stones album do the Bach Chorale appear?

9 Which Stones album features the 11 minute track ‘Going Home'?

10 What was the Stones first greatest hits collection called

11 On which Stones single do Lennon and McCartney allegedly sung?

12 In which film did Jagger sing ‘“The Wild Colonial Boy'?

13 Who directed the recent film ‘Let’s Spend The Night Together'?

14 Who released a version of ‘Run Rudolph Run’ as a single?

15 What was the Stones’ last top ten hit prior to ‘Undercover Of The Night'?

16 What is the title of Mick Jagger’s only solo single?

17 For which record label have the Stones recently signed a multi-million deal?

18 Who recorded a song called ‘Blame It On The Stones?

19 Where was the live album ‘Get Yer Ya-Ya's Out’ recorded?

20 With which cover version did the Stones begin their career?

21 Who recorded a Jagger/Richards song called ‘That Girl Belongs To

Yesterday'?

22 Which US soul singer covered ‘Satisfaction?

23 When was the Stones last UK tour?

24 From which part of England do Jagger and Richards originate?

25 On which Carly Simon hit does Mick Jagger prominently appear?

ANSWERS o At
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