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bright pop whimsey of The Daintees and Hurrah, the
intricate chord progressions of Prefab Sprout and add
The Linkitien. The Linkmen are the final piece in Kitchenware's
ljigs. -L the culmination of a five band plan to swoon the
‘natign and bring a little thought to pop’s dull battlefields.
The Linkmen are four young lads from Nottinghamshire

TAKE THE h;iling dance mutations of the Kane Gé‘nq. the

~ playing a dirty breed of delta blues that comes from the

garage rather than the Saloon bar. Their debut 12 inch, ‘Every
Inch A King’ is out on May 18. Swamp to it...!

mighty ‘Beat Box' is ‘Praxis’, a noisome
¥ experience courtesy of oddly named
_combo Shango. Who Shango? — they’re the
“brainchild of Material bassist 8i// Laswe//.
- Possibly the busiest man in the galaxy Bill has
worked with Herbie Hancock, will be
roducing the Mick Jagger solo LP and has
st recruited one Afrika Bambaataa to the
Shango n;lect Check ‘Praxis’ and look out
for an Ll!:| ‘Funk Theology’, soonest. A

CO.MING'IN the wake of Art Of Noise’s




“

THE CLASH — A Visua/
Documentary by John
Tobler and Miles (Omnibus
Press £3.95)

ON PAGE five, Strummer, Jones
and Paul Simonon stand in an
alleyway all scowls and hunched
up meanness. Just like rebel
proles are supposed to be — the
definitive rockin’ rebels. On page
94 Mick Jones' double chin has
grown to ridiculous proportions,
and get this, he is wearing a head
band. This book is superficial and
not very well presented. But the
pictures don't lie. The truth they
tell is this — nothing however
pristine, pure and goad can
survive the dead hand of rock’s
mythology. The Clash are ﬁood
gone bad. Look for yourself...

SIR PUBLIC HOUSE'S
GUIDE TO THE GOOD
THINGS IN LIFE:

1 For Fox sake give me a
Firkin pint — haw haw

2 Americans called
Wilbur — tartan checked
trousers known
generically as ‘wilburs’

3 Whistling '99 Red
Balloons’ at Rotary Club
luncheons

4 Old grappers wearing
RAF blazers and white
caps who go round
saying ‘it wasn’t like
that in the first lot’...

5 Friday night beanos
with the League of
Gentlemen (top hat and
tails compulisory)

6 The West Ham defence
at Liverpool — drama,
humour, pathos,
calamity

7 Working out the
equation: 20 light and
bitters plus 15 whiskys
equals...

8 Eating saveloy and
chips in the back of the
roller

9 Watching ‘Carry On’
films in bed while a
busty blonde feeds you a
number 71 from the Wah
Kee chinese takeaway,
Mile End. An education

10 The rallying cry
‘waaaaayooooch’, a sure
sign that the League of
Gentlemen are abroad
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o NewsE
Sylvian
goes
solo

Summer
dates for
Dylan

BOB DYLAN comes to Britain this
summer to play his first live shows
since he appeared at London’s Earls
Court in 1981.

He appears at Newcastie St James's
Park on July 5 along with Santana and
Lindisfarne and London Wembley
Stadium on July 6 with UB40, Santana
and Nick Lowe supporting.

HOW TO BOOK. London tickets cost
£11 and are available by post from
Bob Dylan Box Office, Wembley
Stadium, Wembley Middlesex.

heques or postal orders should be
made payable to Wembley Stadium
Ltd, and sent in with a SAE. Thera's
also a credit card hotline on 01-902
1234

Newecastle tickets are £11.50 and are
MADNESS MOVE ON .mssnsa:
Promotions, PO Box 4NZ, London W1A

4NZ. Cheques or postal orders should

MADNMNESS ARE leaving Stiff Records . . . and there's already be made payable to Harvey Goldsmith
speculation that they might split. Entertainments Ltd, and sent in with a
Their contract with the record company, which formed in SAE. Five ks should be allowed for
the seventies, ends this week with a new single ‘One Better delivery.
Day’ from the ‘Keep Moving’ album.
DAVID SYLVIAN has finally launched Madness are going to concentrate on their Liquidator @ PHIL COLLINS releases a follow-up
himself as a solo artist. Studio which has just been completed. They are hoping to to his ‘“Against All Odds’ single next
The ex-Japan member brings out his  gjgn new artists and record their own material. week. :
first solo single ‘Red Guitar’ on May ut the group have recorded little since Mike Barson left The song is called ‘Walk Through
21. The B side is a new version of last vear to Ii ith his Dutch wife in Amsterdam. And Fire’ and is written by his old mate
‘Forbidden Colours’, which Sylvian b ol st e : from Genesis, Peter Gabriel. The single
recorded with Riuichi Sakamoto after sources close to the group have said that they seem to be is taken from the ‘Against All Odds’
Japan split in lats 1982, bored. film soundtrack.
:;d S n brings out his debut “If they were to split up, it wouldn’t surprise me,"” a friend
album ‘Brilliant Trees' — which said last week. ® COOL RULER Gregory Isaacs has
contains the A side of the single — at The ‘One Better Day’ single is the 18th for Stiff — and finally fixed four live London shows.
the beginning of June. every one has been a hit! They are Brixton Academy on May 25
@ LIMAHL BRINGS out his second solo On the B side is a brand new song by Suggs called ‘Guns". '";' 26 and the Lyceum, 'ﬁ:"‘d 33
single next week. And a 12-inch features a remixed version of the album track hou';: mf e :I:r.:li = o
song s called ‘Too ,M'-“’" ‘Victoria Gardens’ plus another new song “Sarah’. It is written h of fi > Saataion. i
SL e I TS S Qully For by Lee Thompsan and is the first to be recorded in the Penaprt s o SacpOTy |
Hiths Shade group’s new studio. renewed to allow him to play the
?.m._ S ORESK SN0 Snd of A picture disc comes out at the same time. shows. ol

THOMAS QOLEY JBhgs s The Style Council and General Public rlay a CND benefit at

yet another single at the =
beginning of next month. the Coventry Apollo on May 26. It will be General Public’s

‘Dissidents' comes from his first ever live appearance.
album ‘The Flat Earth’.

And he's scheduled two more
dates in London at the Dominion
on June 21 and 22. Tickets are on
sale now.,

N
ad >

WEDNESDAY 27th JUNE 7.30 p.m.
Tickets £4.50, £4.00, £3.50

f Available from B/O Tel: 01-580 9562,
LTB, Premier, Keith Prowse (Credit Card 01-741 8989), Albemarle and Stargreen
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Wake me up eﬁ)re YOu 80-80
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E LEAGUE Of
Gentlemen were visiting
Lord Hip Hop's ‘Remand

School For Boys With Stage
Cockney Accents’. It was a
most illuminating experience.
“I mean-ter-say,” said Alfie
their guide. “There’s a few
‘ere ‘oo are twopence short of
a bob, but in general they're a
luvverly bunch. Tha'ss all I'm
saying.”

Sir Public House blinked, took
two steps back, and blinked again.
Never in his born years had he
met such an advanced case of
r‘og%y London town doggerel.

“Reminds me of the second
cabby in the ‘39 Steps’,” he saidto
the Maharajah, before turning to
Alfie.

“Alfie could you please lead us
to the Tommy Steele room,
thank you.”

“Right-o guv,” said the
charming street waif. “G'arn dahn

those steps, whatcher heads
mind, and foller the signs.”

Following the direction of these
words the League entered the
Tommy Steale reom. What a
marvellous sight! Rosy cheeked
fellows, decked out in rags,
mufflers and cloth caps, were
dancing around the room singing
‘Arf A g’ixpence', delivering sweet
discourses on being ‘Bermondsey
born and bred’ and chanting the
mantra “my name's Michael
Caine " to the tune of ‘Roll Out
The Barrel'.

In the corner hung a portrait of
the patron saint Arthur Mullard,
underneath which the inscription
‘Coo, Ain't Life Blommin' Grand’
was picked out in fine gold
lettering.

In the centre of the room stood
a young chap, clearly a cut above
the rest, called Stepney.
Resplendent in pearly king suit
and dropped aitches, Stepney was
clearly a star amongst the mere
extras of life.

“Stone the crows,” he said
when he chanced upon Sir
Public’s ample proportions. “If it
ain't the bleedin’ sack o’ potatoes
we ordered last week.” The boys
howled, Sir Public scowled,
Stepney continued.

“Lissen genelmen, [ am
Stepney Costermonger, chief ‘ere
in the Hemand School and | tells
the stories rite.” The League
could do nothing but bow to the
overwhelming logic of local
conditions. Here was a fellow
destined to become editor of the
Sun or at the very least a
presenter on a Channel Four pop
pra%ramme. o

“Nah lissen, an’ lissen good,”
said Mr Costermonger. “l wants

ENDS + SURPRISE INTERVIEW

75 MINUTES OF GREAT LISTENING, FEATURING
TOGETHER WITH OME FULL SIDE OF MUSIC

SOUL ON SOUND ISSUE 31 OUT SOON!

WE'VE GROWN IN SIZE! — D.J. TONY JENKINS NOW PRESENTS 75
MINUTES OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR JAZL FUNK & SOUL FANS
INCLUDING OUR USUAL PETER ROMER PRE-VIEW MIX PLUS OUR A
NEW ‘FEATURED ARTIST' MIX WHICH MEANS MORE MUSIC!
FEATURING INTERVIEWS WITH JERMAINE JACKSON, LOOSE

FOR THE POP MUSIC FAN D.J. TONY JENKINS PRESENTS
INTERVIEWS WITH OMD, NEW ORDER, & MATT BIANCO 4906

ouly £1.95° (4%
vach!

fa £05.
M Cassethor)
L#d (Contec the
address below for

i

iD

g—

ABROAD is awful
no slipping off into the kitchen,
y'know what Duran Duran gets
up to in the kitchen an’ | couldn’t
coke with that.

“Nah, there | was the other day
walkin’ out in the country,
chatting wiv the yokels an’ ‘elping
meself to the bountiful supplies of
milk to be ‘ad by chasin’ fat cows
across the fields and shouting ‘Sir
Mike Read /s a comin’.

“Anyways I'm doin’ all this
when ‘oo should | clack but Mr
Leee John of ‘'Magination. O/
Leees is rushing along on one of
those double decker buses,
singin’ to the birds and bees,
smiling to the trees, in fact the old
crooner is sooo engrossed in is
work that he nearly get de-
capitated by a tree hanging over
the road. [ mean all this for a
lousy TV AM prog, leaf it out
mate...|

“An’ talkin' of exotic people in
exotic places, 't appears Tracie
Young's regular trips to the Wah
Kee Chinese takeaway didn't
prepare ‘er for her first night on
the Style Council Japanese tour.
Tracie tried ‘er ‘and at some Nip
nosh and booze and promptly
brought the subject up again the
following marning. The ’otel
porter Pu Ke Up was fair

distressed [ tell ya... i

“An’ on the subject of fair
maidens, | ‘ere crazy Janice
Long wanted to call her radio
prog ‘Who's That Girl'— 'Tarts In
The Charts’, blimey ‘oo said
humour was dead (Me — the
ghost of Sid James)...

“Talkin® of titles — and we're
not discussin’ the Duke Beer
Bottle ‘'ere — my mate in the
frock ‘n’ curiers, Helen Terry,
tells me that the next Culture
Club LP will be called "Waking Up
With The House On Fire". If the LP

oes platinum Boy George will
ge invited to take over the
finances of Liverpool council..,

“While in L'pool the big debate
rages between BunnyMac and
Pete Hooton, crooner with ace
scally outfit The Farm. These two
types actually spent 20 minutes of
good drinking time last week
arguing over who was top dog in
the 'Pool. Neither of 'em ‘as drunk
a light 'n’ bitter in his life...

“Following my donation of an
Ellesse track suit and acme
oxygen tent, Rolling Stone
Charlie Watts has /ent a nine-
seater Pontiac wagon to the
British Olympic team. That's one
seat per bronze medallist...

“Gettin’ sportier; the world of
willow, jock straps and ‘oozat old
boy', was rocked by a titanic
match. 'm talking about cricket,
‘tween Stiff-Island records and
various RECORD MIRROR
characters last week. Stiff-Island
won and RM aren't letting them
play with their balls anymore.
Haw haw...”

It was appropriate that Mr
Costermonger finished on a
sporting note, for the League Of

entlemen wished to pay their
final respects to the deity Trevor
Brooking. Kneeling towards the
east, they removed their toppers
and prayed. Football was very
fmportant to the League Of
Gentlemen...

Gyndi

PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS

a HARVEY GOLDSMITH ENTERTAINMENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH CAPTRAL RATIS PRESENTS &
i 4

Laliper

FROM LYCEUM BOX OFFICE
* BACK ISSUES ALWAYS AVAILABLE * — sonly U.K. appearances s smns & usuaL AGEnTs,
D SR ok Lo WG, o Thursday 24th May 8pm




Dry cleaning by ANDY STRIKE

A hungry King Kurt prepare their pre gig omeletts, whilst (RIGHT)
Smeggy presents his version of a technicolour yawn

Flour power L,

Time was when a young man out for the night
would prepare with smart suit, clean teeth, /
Brylcreemed hair, polished shoes, Gillette sharp and /
splashed all over. But that was before King Kurt. . .

Luckless fan
deliriously
excited to
receive typical
King Kurt
autograph

“Anyone know
the way to the
nearest car
wash?” King
Kurt miserably
tot up cost of night's
cleaning bills

BEFORE

“So clean you could lie down on
it.” King Kurt ensure high
standards of cleanliness for their
fans

AFTER

The cleanest fan caught leaving
the gig is forced to render
concert hall spotless
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= OMMANDER
HOWYADOIN’
Hackman here —
been a dashed busy
week. You ses, in order
to pay for little
incidentails like the kids’
school fees, Sir Public
House's drinks bill and
my hunting and fishing
accessories, | have taken
up a little pop
journalism.
To whit, | was
dispatched the other day
to witness the unseemly
spectacle of popsters
rehearsing their parts in
some cheap rate
advertisement for Dazzo
washing powder. There
they were, Steve Strange
Thereze Bazar and Mari
Wifson all decked in
white, all smiling for the
camera, all swearing
blind that Dazzo had
done more for man's
condition than the
combined weight of Karl
Marx, Albert Einstein
and Bobby Moore.
A chap has to laugh
really, but then that’s
the wild and wacky
world of pop, isnt it?
One day I’ll get Reidy to
explain it a? | to me. For
now, t:hm up, and I(aafl
paying those rates..

NATAS

Her New Single

“HOIMELAND:...

Also on EXTENDED 12“
Version (12 TOW50)

OUT




FRESH!

he scene: A garden on a

sunny day littered with a

naked dummy, a TV set
and a compulsive giggler.
Was it a scene from a zany
comedy sketch? No, it was an
interview with Orange Juice's
Edwyn Collins.

When | went round to his
house, Edwyn and drummer Zeke
had just finished filming a video,
produced by Derek Jarman, and
the backyard was still littered
with the props. “The video is to
accompany our new single ‘What
Presence!’,” he told me. “It's
about a day in the life of the
house of camp. It's not a tedious
bout of fantasy, there are no
endless white doves in it, no
Viking warriors or exotic
locations like many groups in the
charts tend to indulge in.

Instead it's a four minute piece
of idiosyncrasy and eccentricity
that features Jayne County in a
lurex top and fishnets hanging
out washing and Patti Palladin
walking her dog, while house
occupants Harry and Robert are
in the bath or sleepwalking
respectively.

He’s certainly a lighthearted lad
who likes to consider himself a
bit of a prankster at times. But
he's quick to point out that he's
not just in the pop business for
the money, because he enjoys

what he’s doing 100 per cent.
And he doesn’t want OJ to be
the next Duran Duran or even
get to Number One in the charts.

“It's not important to
compete,” he emphasises. “As far
as the charts are concerned,
everything in the top 40 is
mediocre or bad —'99 Red
Balloons’ was kitsch, the Alarm
are kitsch and the campest group
ever are the Psychedelic Furs!”

On no account does he want to
be associated with “the synthy
poppers. as he called them. “I
can’t understand why people go
and see bands like Duran Duran. |
have nothing but contempt for
them — if | met them | would just
spit on them.”

How about Edwyn the sex
symbol? No, he doesn‘t think he
has that kind of image at all. “All
the wee girls who used to turn
up and scream, don’t anymore.
Perhaps it's because they don't
like me in the flesh.”

He's definitely not one of your
leather trousers, solarium sun tan
brigade. Instead he has Famous
Five boy-next-door qualities, with
three pet cats — each with their
own careers — and a scatty house
that's very a la Young Ones.

As far as the band is concerned,
he sees it as something that
started off as a hobby but has
become a total obsession.

“¥You can only be in rock and
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EDWYN COLLINS: A perennial chameleon of rock

roll for seven and a half years,”
he says with wry smile. As he has
been in the game since ‘77 that
leaves him with just 6 months,

| asked which bands Orange
Juice like to go and see
themselves. “Orange Juice are
not restricted in their musical

approach. They are perennial
chameleons of rock.”

It may appear like all play and
no work, but he assures me that
he won't be holidaying this year,
instead he’ll be finishing the
songs for the forthcoming LP.

Jennet Dainty

“Toowonderful for uords. Iwould k:it
forit.”JULIEBURCHILL. NHE 12 MAY 1984

'jN10

INTHE SHOPS NOW.
12  FORPRICEOF 7",

12IN10

ONTOURCOAST TO COAST
WITHTHE LOTUS EATERS

MAY 10 / JUNE 1984.
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GOy Crovey

-4

The Continuing Adventures
of Our Man Crowley

(To be read aloud in the
obligatory husky American
voice)

HEY CALLED me pop's
Philip Marlowe, and it was

easy to understand why.
Chewing and doing all sorts of
tricks with my gum, and looking
resplendent in my beige Burberry
mac with my black trilby hat tilted
just right, | found myself in my
battered office, approached once
again by an aspiring broken
hearted disc jockey.

Yet another victim of the great
record nicker; a human
chameleon, who preyed on
people and showed no mercy to
the Knights of the Turntable
Fraternity and who over the past
month had fleeced too many
jocks to mention.

| had spent many late lonely
nights on this case, weighing and
balancing the clues that ha
clumsily been left by this thief
with the ability to change his
appearance at the drop of a
needle. My research had led me
to a back street record shack. “Off
the beaten track but well worth
the climb up the flight of stairs, "
their music ad boasted.

But one of my hustling grasses
assured me something decidedly
dodgy was going on because all
of a sudden (like yesterday/ their
record racks were beginning to
swell not with unsavoury Music
for Pleasure LPs or dodgy
battered decrepit Bay City Rollers
singles but with the latest,
grooviest releases from the likes
of Bobby Womack and Matt
Bianco.

| smelt trouble like a dog smells
you-know-what and after a wet
evening of attempting to look cool
in the doorway opposite the shon
in question, | took it upon myself
to go walkies and have a gander.
Breaking (no, not that sort of
breaking!) in was easy as pie and
| was soon turning everything
upside down, looking for clues. It
was not long before | stumbled
across an unlocked cupboard full
of magic boxes of records with
far-out names like Carl Badger,
Jeff Young, Chris Paul and Nicky
Holloway plastered across them.
All of them disc spinners who had

approached me because of theft
of tackle.

| wasted no time in thumbing
through the cases. Slowly but
surely, my eyes began to light up,
and it dawned on me that they
wouldn't miss a few of these,
would they? In the singles cases |
put to one side waxings like the
new Blue Rondo record, ‘Masked
Moods’. Welsh tenor Chris
Sullivan may not be Harry
Secombe and possess a great
voice but somehow he managed
to carry it off, and the B-side
‘Samba No Pe’ is an absolute
lethal dose of Latin rhythm,
guaranteed to make the feet of
even the lamest shuffle.

Another gem begging to be
taken home to my pining
Dansette was the debut disc from
Glasgow's Lioyd Cole and the
Commotions. Entitled ‘Perfect
Skin’, it sounds like the Country
and Western record Lou Reed
never made.

/PASSED on the new Echo and

the Bunnymen LP basically

because | have become bored
stiff with 6th form ‘Rock’. Having
said that, | have kept ‘Crocodiles’
and ‘Heaven Up Here’, though.
Edwyn Collins and Orange Juice
say it oh so much better than the
Bunnymen/Cure school for me.
Great songs and plenty of
enthusiasm while maintaining a
tongue-in-cheek outlook. "What
Presence?’ oozes just that, and if
there is any justice in the damn
world, well you know the rest.

Over by the LP rack | stumbled
across something rather special in
the shape of a Chairman Of The
Board compilation. Entitled
‘General Speaking’, it is to be
found on the Edsel label and they,
along with the likes of Kent and
Inferno, should be heartily
congratulated for making some of
pop’s wonderful forgotten
heritage available once more. The
LP is simply essential, no
messing.

Having sort of completed my
mission, and after a quick glance
at my Snoopy watch, | noticed
time was rapidly pressing on, so
whipping the aforementioned
records into the lining of my
Burberry, | sneaked out the back
door and into the cold dark night.
The Old Bill would be tipped off
tomorrow morning while | toyed
with the idea of becoming a DJ
myself. . .

GARY CROWLEY'S TEN 70'S
SOUL BUSTERS

11 GOT 1, New York Port
Authority

2 LET'S CLEAN UP THE
GHETTO, The Philadelphia
Allste

3 PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC,
Wild Cherry

4 DANCIN, Crown

5 I'LL BE AROUND,

SPHNNErs

6 LOW RIDER, War

7 HOLD BACK THE NIGHT,
Tramimps

8 MOVE ON UP, Curtis Mayfield
9 HEAVEN MUST BE MISSING
AN ANGEL, Tavares

10 | LOVE MUSIC, O'Jay:
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THE NEW SINGLE
 ON 7" & LARGER THAN LIFE’ 12" REMIX
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B NewsE

Princely
show

IMAGINATION HAVE fixed up a small
tour as a warm-up for their Prince’s
Trust show at the London Royal Albert
Hall on June B. Dates are at Poole Arts
Centre on June 1, Brighton Dome 2,
Croydon Fairfield Hall 3, Derby
Assembly Rooms 4, South :ort Theatre
5, Norwich Theatre Royal 6 and
Slough Fulerum 7.

® THE SMITHS have rescheduled the
dates that were cancelled earlier this
year because Morrissey fall ill. They
g:\r Belfast Ulster Hall on May 17,
biin SFX 18 and 19, Cork Swuy 20,
Carlisle Market Hall June 12, Glaaoow
Barrowlands 13, Edinburgh C-llor

Palais 14, Dundee Caird Hall 15,
Aberdeen Capitol 16 and Ir
Eden Court 17

® NIK KERSHAW is gﬂing'to play a
free concert next week. It's at
London’s Hammersmith Odeon on
May 25,

It is being recorded for a live video,
and tickets will be given to fans
bringirig ‘Little Hairy Monster Toys’
along to the Church Street Car Park,
Twi ham, Middlesex at 10am on
MI: 19 where DJ Dave Lee Travis will
be holding a roadshow.

@® WOMACK AND Womack have added
an extra London date. It's at the
Hammersmith Odeon on June 12.

® NEW GROUP King go off on the
road for a few dates this week. They
are at Wolverhampton Polytechnic on
May 18, Brighton Club 22 and
Birmingham Tin Can

Heyward love

NICK HEYWARD is back in action
with a new single ‘Love All Day’
released on May 25.

Nick has teamed up with his old

pﬂaﬂouﬂsm

mate from Haircut 100, drummer
Blair Cunningham for the record.
Along with bassist Graham Edwards,
the pair will make up his new band.

On the B side of the single is
another new number ‘Night
Summer's Dream’.

T8 «ERadio

FRIDAY'S ‘Eight Days A Week (BBC2,
6.50pm) has Hc fro !

who looks
lement

Freud dial-a-hack when there's no-one
else to fill a quiz or chat
all go off and sae
London show which is d
tonight. ‘Time Of Your Li
B.20pm) has Jerry of Je e
Pacemakers fame putting in hls false
teeth and adjusting the new
pacemaker to sing again

SATURDAY kicks off nice an’ early as
usual with the ‘Saturday Picture
Show’ (BBC, 8.45am| dragging in Nick
Heyward as a guide to how well you
cleaned your teeth. ‘N o

Qzﬁam] has Carol K

Ear Say’ (C4, Gpm} stil havent
decided who they’re going to have on,
but ‘In Concert’ (Radio One, 6.30pm)
has actually managed to get Sade on
stage this week.

MONDAY just as “Skull
which actually gets £/
set this time.

(C4, Bpm)

WEDNESDAY'S 'Razzmatazz’ (ITV,
4.50pm) features 'r '
Heyward, Got Hgy &

Co-presenter is supermn

Geldof. 'Entertainment USA (BBC2,
9pm) features C bourne

[ 3 fnd—§

NEWL.ER& CHROME CASSETTE

INCLUDES THE SINGLE ‘HEAD OVER HEELS'
PRODUCED BY MARTIN RUSHENT

THE G0.G0'




PEDRO

gets on the
good foot

FIRST FOOT

SISTER SLEDGE ‘Thinking Of
You’ (Atlantic) This cut
originally saw light of day as an
LP track on the ‘We Are ;smilr
album, when, with Chic’s
Bernard Edwards and Nile
Rodgers both writing and
producing, they really were one
big happy family. Thanks to the
interest that those mafia disc
fockeys Chris Hill, Pete Tong and
all, have maintained in the song
over all those years, it's become
an unofficial anthem from Caister
to the Goldmine. If that’s not
recommendation enough, then
let me add to its praises. A
stunningly simple slice of pop/
soul, | urge you to go forth and
seek it out.

SADE ‘When Am | Going To
Make A Living?' (Epic) From
now on!” should be the answer to
the question posed in the title.
This powerful follow-up to their
equally strong debut merits their
& shment as a natural
treasure. It basic. carries the
same immediately identifiable
sound of Sade, though its feel is
determined where Your Love Is
King’ was romantic. It carries a
stamp of quality all over it,

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
‘Dancing In The Dark’ (CBS)
Kﬁ}g Rocker Bruce is perhaps the
only mega white American rock

STYLE COUNCIL 'Groovin”’
(Polydor) From the debonair
duo with high standards for
high taste comes another
worthy double-A side united
under the banner of ‘Groovin”,
Mast of the attention will
probably fall on the re-
recorded version of You're
The Best Thing’ from the
combo’s recent debut 33.
Augmented by a string section
and sax solo, this version
loses none of the romance and
charm of its predecessor,
though my vote goes to its
flipside neighbour entitled
‘The Big Boss Groove'. Brassy
with a bang, its hard dance
groove cuts through from
beginning to end. Get On Up/
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star who succeeds in not
sounding like some genetically
engineered multi-corporation
rock puppet to my ears. Blessed
with a voice that would send the
likes of Rick Springfield
scampering for cover, he elevates
this sometimes mediocre song
with his inimitable punchy style.
Fans will regard this as almost
great, critics as almost average.

BANANARAMA ‘Rough
Justice’ (London) ‘Rough
Justice’ succeeds in establishing
a longer-lasting appeal than the
bright, poppy disposability of
‘Robert de Niro’. What they lose
in immacﬁacg, they gain in
endurance. Should be interesting
to see how you pop-pickers
respond to change.

FOOT LOOSE

IMAGINATION ‘State Of Love’
(R&B) After a praiseworthy
history of classy hit singles, the
Imagination formula now sounds
familiar and predictable. All
the ingredients of healthy
polished production are present,
but the format strangles an
risque humour that made the
Three Cavaliars Of Camp worth
paying attention to. ‘State Of
Love’ is clinical pop fodder and a
glossy outing to nowhere.

WHAM! ‘Wake Me Up Before
You Go Go’ (CBS) / sympathise
with the dynamic duo for having
at last solved their contractual
wrangies and weathered &
considerable media backlash —
they deserve to silence their
critics by coming back with a
bang! As a fan, | have to say this
is more like a bubblegum pop
ping! Nauseatingly catchy, to my
mind, it’s an overdose of hooks
and catches. As a commercial
product it will doubtiess succeed,
but have style, depth and
panache been replaced by the
lowest common denominator?

LATOYA JACKSON ‘Heart
Don’t Lie" (Epic)

MELODY MAKERS ‘Met Her On
A Rainy Day’ (EMI) Latoya
would make it the Jackson 7,
were she a boy, and the Meloay
Makers are the young offspring of
Bob Marley — his own little
wailers so to speak. The former
excels in duplicating a brother
Michael pose on the cover of her
middle of the road single,
whereas the Melody Makers
present a carbon copy of Musical
Youth. The moral af this story is
that blood is obviously not
thicker than the peopie who put
these worthless, money grabbing
prajects together. A good advert
for the Family Planning Clinic.

LIZZY MERCIER DESCLOUX
‘Zulu Rock’ (CBS) An interesting
excursion into territories explored
ﬁ{ the eccentric explorer of pop,
'alcolm McLaren, during his
‘Soweto’ expedition. Lizzy lacks
the know-how that Malcolm’s
sidekick Trevor Horn gave to their
caper, and her quest for hidden
treasure at the Lost City of
Chartland may well elude her.

SWANS WAY ‘llluminations’
(Phonogram) / think most
people would agree that ‘Soul
Train’ was the type of record you
either loved or hated. Personally,
the pomp and pretence of those
screeching strings and strangled
vocals made me scream for the
cotton wool. This record now
sees me make an about turn. The
ears are unplugged and the more
natural and melodic sound of
‘llluminations’ can often be heard
serenading from my Dansette.

YARBROUGH AND PEOPLES
‘Don’t Waste Your Time’ (Total
Experience) Here's a record from
the duo who years ago had a hit
with ‘Don’t Stop The Music’, and
may now repeat that success
with a record worthy of the .
recent Terri Wells/Shannon/Julia
& Co tradition. Here's hoping we
don’t have to wait another five
years or so for their next goodie.

FOOT BALLS

ELTON JOHN ‘Sad Songs’
(Phonogram) EDDY GRANT
‘Romancing The Stone (ice)
HOWARD JONES ‘Pearl In The
Shell’ (WEA) Eddy Grant is

perh the Elton John of reggae
and Howard Jones has himself
been labelled the Elton John of
the ‘80s, which leaves Elton John
. . . with yet another hit by the
sound of this, meaning these one
man hit machines look as if
they'll keep their safe, uninspiring
production line music going on
and on and on . . . Needless to
say I'm waiting with baited
breath for the Eddy Grant of jazz
"l.;ﬂ‘: the Howard Jones of the
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Rocker’'s
revenge

VARIOUS ARTISTS ‘'Then
Came Rock 'n’ Roll’ (EMI THEN
1

A PRETTY comprehensive
collection of 36 tracks from yer
fave rock’n’rollers from Eddie
Cochrane to Gene Vincent to Little
Richard.

It’s all much as you'd expect —
Vincent offers ‘Be Bop A Lula’,
Cochrane has ‘Summertime
Blues’, there’s Buddy Holly's
‘Peggy Sue’ and Fats Domino's
‘Ain’t That A Shame’ etc, etc. . ..

Personally, | find the black R&B
stuff of the period a bit mare
interesting than these well worn
classics, but the album is a fine
way of getting a broad cross-
section of all the hits yer mums
and dads got down to. If you
want ‘em — ‘Git It, as Gene
Vincent says.+++

Simon Hills

CHANGE ‘Change Of Heart’
(Atlantic 80151-1)
CHANGE HAVE been fitfully fine
over the years, their roll of credits
stretching further than just the
album that had Luther Vandross
in the crew. Now they've some
hot producers at the helm and
things are getting back on course.

One drawback, perhaps, is the
way that Change come through
sounding, in snatches of a few
seconds each time, everyone from
Chic through the Gap Band to
Steve Arrington. Most of all,
there's 5059 Band plastered all
over ‘Change Of Heart', the boss
track. But right now the SOS Band
means class so it’s not such a bad
thing. ‘It Burns Me Up’ slips into
Michael Jackson’s shoes just a
fittle but manages a little sparkle
of its own — as does the whole
LP.4+++%

Paul Sexton

WEIRD AL YANKOVIC ‘In 3-D"
(Scotti Bros SCT 2916)
WEIRD AL is about as weird as
Michael Parkinson. The Michael
Jackson spoof, ‘Eat It’, is the
funniest number on the record.
The rest plods along to that
horrible American pop/rock beat.
Al should put his talents
elsewhere — perhaps a barman
would be more up his street. +
Simon Hills

Tout sweet

BLANCMANGE ‘Mange Tout” (LONDON SH8554)

FOR SOMEBODY who still believes in the sanctity of the guitar as THE
rock instrument, a synth album can be a bit of an earful, be it Depeche
Mode, Eno, or Blancmange.

Stephen and Neil set off with the current hit ‘Don’t TellMe’, and even
I can accept the mastery of the synth for a music destined for the feet
rather than the brain or heart. Thankfully, Neil's voice has always
managed to avoid the dreadful stilted electro accompaniment that has
bfigta‘;'tad everyone from Midge Ure to Nik Kershaw; so one up for him
on that.

If we're talking white dance music, and | guess we are, then
Blancmange do it as well as anyone. But | think of all the great mood
so::fs of our time, how many of them are synth numbers? ‘Only You’
is the only one that springs to mind. None of the moodier songs on
‘Mange Tout’, 'Time Became The Tide’, ‘See The Train’ or ‘Murder’
approach that standard of melody.

Neil and Stephen are excellent technicians, they are not great
tunesmiths. It's hard to hum any of the tunes on ‘Mange Tout’ except
the singles. +++

Andy Strike

VARIOUS “20 Reggae Classics’
(Trojan TRLS 222)
TWENTY SONGS released
between 1967 and 1974, all
standing the test of time. Which
takes me back.

In 1969 the older boys on my

dancing was always sharp and
the breezes cooler than chilled
Red Stripe.

Yet there was variety; the easy
metronomic lilt of ‘Red Red Wine'
and ‘Sweet Sensation’, the
orchestrated pop and sweet

+ 4+ + +Essential

estate (a) went all the way over to
Mile End to buy their lpafers, (b)
went up to Kilburn on Saturday to
have their fights, (c) went up the
road to Harlesden to buy their
records.

Their records were always on
the Trojan label, and they were
always the best. 3

‘20 Reggae Classics’ captures
that period to a sta-prest edge.
Trojan was a lazy, deceptive mix
of reggae pop — where the

harmonies of ‘Love Of The
Common People’, the wailin’ ‘n®
weepin’ of Pressure Drop’, the
fairground funhouse of
‘Liquidator’ (I believe they still
dance to it in the Chelsea Shed)
and so on.

All of UB40’s recent hits are
here in their original form as are
‘007", ‘Monkey Man’ and ‘Rudy, A
Message To You’,

The business. +++++

Jim Reid
++++Worth scratching + +-+Worth taping ++Worth selling +Worthless

Silent but
violent

SILENT RUNNING ‘Shades Of
Libe (Parlophone RUN 1)
SILENT RUNNING . .. ahal (Cue
music biz cliche)... Archetypal
touring band,; hardcore live
following, an albums band,
primarily . .. But in this case, the
truth, without any hint of the
desperation that description
usually infers.

Imagine a few parallels floating
in the wide open space that is
solid, hard-driving but inspired
British Rock and you'll find SR
powering alongside the likes of
Simple Minds, U2, Big Country,
even Ultravox. But they do
possess their uniquely individual
spirit, plus lashings of fire,
commitment and youthful energy
which will have already
impressed itself upon those
who've witnessed them live.

On vinyl, the gritty rawness and
spitfire energy doesn't quite cut
through: it’s all a bit too tasteful
and sensitive to do them justice.
Not that they don’t have some
golden tunes: spin ‘Go For The
Heart” or ‘Crimson Days’ and find
real implanters, highlighted by
Peter Gamble's vibrant, velvety
vocal chords. But the fact remains
that ‘Shades Of Liberty’ itself, the
real anthemic guitar-stomper of
the set, is the only track that hints
at their true power.+++

Betty Page
VIRNA LINDT ‘Shiver”
(Compact COMP 4)
THREE YEARS after ‘Attention
Stockholm’ flirted briefly with a
brace of low-rent charts, (the be-
macked Virna brooding from a
typically topical Compact ad
campaign), 1984 finally sees the
arrival of her debut long-player.
Was it worth the wait, we ask?
Frankly, no.

Had this appeared in the wake
of that mildly diverting single, its
predictable blend of echoey
instrumentals and brassy
orchestration, a la ‘Man From
Uncle’ and ‘Mission Impossible’,
might have seemed more
appropriate. Those futuristically
far-off days of ‘81 absorbed the
tongue-in-cheek more readily
than today’s Cynics Chart.

In the rough’n tumble world of
pop ‘84, though, there’s no place
for Ms Lindt's (or Compact
supremo Tot Taylor's) quirky
dabblings. Only the wide screen
apics like the title track, ‘Shiver’
prompt the briefest of spinetickling.

Allied to a fractionally more
contemporary attitude Virna's
occasional turn of tune could slot
?m’ta nicely into the UK's chart
ormula — languishing in this
quaint timewarp, though, her
brushes with success will be
minimal.++ Graham K

GEORGE McCRAE 'One Step
Closer To Love’ (President
PTLS 1075)
A SELECTION of seventies-style
soul numbers from the veteran
crooner from Miami. You get
about a 50-50 mix of ballads and
more up-tempo disco stuff. with
the latter coming over a bit
stronger. Like J. Blackfoot, the
style is a little dated, but
comprises good, straightforward
(if uninspired) stuff.+++

Simon Hills
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X WORD

First correct solution wins a £5 record token. Entries to: Record
Mirror, 40 Long Acre, London WC2

ACROSS
/_’Bunnymen metal (6)
/SrWhat Thomas Dolby does to
himself (1,5,6)
Squeeze LP or single (4.3.4)
See 18 down
20 Motorhead card from 1980
:Sr]uup who want to Leave It
3
38 Lene’s number could be
Madonna's star (5)
18 Sandie’s Smiths song (4,2,5)
?F It hurts Sting to sing this
(4,2,4)
19 Times three for Carmel hit (4)
20 Spandau go one better than
Bunnymen (4)
22 What a feeling for Irene (5,5)
25 Small Town Creed gang (4}
28 [S!ile’s keeping Robert waiting
7

They were working overtime
for XTC (6)

3% Group for 1984 (3,5)
Blondie's debut hit (5)

6 Roxy's existence in 1973 (6,4)
3% Siouxsie and Budgie as they
are sometimes known (9)

A Duran Taylor (5)
They wanted to Rock The
Casbah (5)

DOWN
AMI;a; a pity for Talk Talk

Z Group adding a little spice

# & 13 down Lennon’s rock 'n’
roll hit (5,2,2)
) High Energy singer (6,6)
6 Observation made by Fiction
Factory (5,4.6)
ZTT group that were recently
described as Abba on acid (10)
Sabbath colour (5)
1471983 AC/DC LP which turns on
,the power (5,2,3,5)
What Ultravox do at night
(5.4~
13 See 4 down

18 & 9 across 1970 Jackson Five
promise (3,2,5)
Scritti Politti hit (4,4)

23 What the Psychedelic Furs are
looking towards (6)

24 You will hear ‘Night Ladies’ on
their Ghetto Blaster (9)

26 Live and Direct group (5)

¥ 1980 Kool and the Gang hit
?31%‘! may be difficult to handle
Red balloon singer (4)
Pickets you'll find in the air (6)
?sr;andau cut a long one short

A381t's all over and this is how the
Captain feels (4)

ar 'll'he\r ;acently sent out an SOS
1.1.1

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 'Dancing Girls’, 4
Strange, 6 Culture Club, 8 Specials, 11
‘A Love Worth Waiting For’, 13 My
Ever Changing, 14 Pop, 16 lan
McCulloch, 19 Amii, 21 ‘Eat It’, 23 ‘Rat
Trap', 24 Tracey, 27 ZZ Top, 29 New
Years', 31 Sex, 33 She's, 34 Martin, 35
Humans, 38 'Highlife’, 39 Moods, 40
The Key".

DOWN: 1 ‘Declaration’, 2 ‘Nelson
Mandela’, 3 Lib, 5 'The Lion's Mouth’,
7 ‘Let’s Call It Quits’, 8 Sting, 9 lgay,
10 ‘Look Of Love’, 12 WEA, 15 'Time
After Time’, 17 Ultravox, 18 Church, 20
Gap Band, 22 Thompson, 25 Lazy, 26
Frankie, 28 Them, 30 Wham!, 32
‘Hello’, 36 UFO, 37 Jim.

X-WORD WINNER (MAY 5)
Siobhan Lockett, 677 Galleywood
Road, Chelmsford, Essex

Madonna comp winners

John Watson, 5t Helens, Merseyside;
Caroline Paine, Broadstairs, Kent; Razzie,
Redbridge, Essex; John Barker, Tamworth,
Staffs; Steve Burfoot,Farsham, Hants: Frank
Davies, Stockport, Cheshire; Helen Jones,
Gwynedd; David Prior, Eastbourne, Sussex;
Denise Roweth, Wishech, Cambs; J D Tarran,
Leeds.

Answers: 1) c) ‘Holiday’, 2} a) Detroit, 3) c]
John “Jellybean’ Benitez
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NOW HE seems like a nice boy! This is how he looked way back when.
Now he’s different and famous for ﬂaw‘ng with his organ in a chart-
topping comba, Name him and his band to test your trivia quiz refiexes.

TRIVIA QUIZ

1 Andy Fairweather-Low had a hit in 1975 with ‘Wide Eyed And
Legless’. With which group was he lead singer? .
2 Which current TV pop programme has a computer prediction
of chart positions? - .
3 Kenny Loggins is in the charts at present with ‘Footloose’.
Who did he partner in a duo? .
4 Who sang about an arrest in Central Park in 19747
5 Who had a hit album in 1974 called ‘Muscle Of Love'?_
6 UB40 released the same album twice in different versions.
Name it. X
7 Who was laying in the arms of Mary in 19767
8 Who had lucky lips in 19637
9 What is Elbow Bones new single called? ’
10 Who sang about the black skinned blue eyed boys ln_19?0?
11 In 1973 the Faces scored their biggest hit. What was it? ‘
12 'Out?Of Our Heads’ was a top three album for which group in
1965
13 Which record gave Gordon Giltrap a hit in 19787
14 Who worked until they were musclebound in 19817
15 Who took ‘Torch’ to number two in 19827 :
16 :‘th has a current release and hit called ‘Get In Touch With
e"?
17 Who was head over heels in 19827
18 Which group did the 1970 hitmakers Hotlegs evolve into?
19 The Simon Park Orchestra scored a hit with the same record
in 1972, 1973 and 1974. What was it?
20 Who scored a hit with ‘Give Me Your Heart Tonight' in 19827
21 Which show featured the songs ‘Good Morning gtarshine'
and ‘Aquarius’?
22 Name Blood Sweat And Tears’ only hit in 1968.
23 Who sang about a heart that stopped beating in time?
24 Name the female member of Haysi Fantayzee who had a hit
with ‘John Wayne Is Big Leagy’.
25 Who had a hit with ‘| Want To Hold Your Hand’ in 19797

ANSWERS
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H DEAR . .. | think I've just
said the wrong thing.

In a voice sounding like
Concorde taking off, Helen Terry
shouts — “l am not a sex symbol, |
am a singer. Nobody asked Ella
Fitzgerald if she was a sex symbol
and she was a great singer.

“l was asked a similar sort of question
when | was in Southampton doing a
television show this morning. The guy
there was really asking rude things. They
had to do two takes, he was just trying to
get the better of me.”

You don't mess with Ms Terry,
especially in a crowded restaurant where
they’re not playing any music. Frankly, |
haven’t felt the same since Susan
Edwards slapped me around the face in
the school playground. | wish a big hols
would open up under my chair and
swallow me.

| mutter apologies at such a scurrilous
sexist question and quickly move on to
Helen's debut solo single ‘Love Lies Lost’.

"It has a lot of R & B in it,” she says,
calming down. “I've been writing songs
for about ten years now. I've got piles of
them at home, some are finished and
others are not. | would like to tour on my
own and I'm working with some really
interesting musicians at the moment, but
at this stage | can't tell you who they are.
George won't be with me on stage when |
go out on my own, though.

“1 will be releasing a solo album in
October and | suppose | should call it
something obscene to be really
controversial and get to number one just
like Frankie Goes %u Hollywood.

"It's quite a jazzy album. | love the
smokey jazzy atmosphere of old clubs. |
also like the stuff that Sade does. She's
got a lot of class. People tend to lump
me, Sade and Carmel together, but in
style we're poles apart. Carmel is more
raucous than | certainly am.”

RISK my neck again by daring to
suggest that this solo activity might
mean a split between Helen and

Culture Club pretty soon. There have
been reports that she's not exactly seeing
eye to eye with Jon Moss at the moment.

“l don’t know where these stories come
from but they don’t have any substance,”
she says. “| couldn’t possibly throttle Jon
Moss anyway, because he runs a lot
faster than I do and | couldn‘t escape.

“There’s always somebody around the
corner waiting to take a swipe. People
I've naver aven heard of write things
about me and Culture Club. I'm supposed
to be marrying Stephen Luscombe of
Blanemange you know. | phoned him up
the other day and said I've found the
perfect house for us darling.”

For all the scandal, Helen's happy to be
home after Culture Club’s latest sell out
jaunt across America. She's finally been
able to move into her new flat in
Islington. Just a couple of months ago
she was living in a squat.

“With this business you don’t have a lot
of time to organise things,” she says.
“This new place has a dishwasher and it
means | can entertain on a grander scale.

Guests won't have to bring around
packets of cheese and onion crisps and
bottles of cider like in the old days.”

So are you getting into the rock ‘n’ roll
lifestyle then?

“No, but | do like entertaining. | once
tried cocaine about six years ago. |
thought I'd have a go because | heard it
made you randy. It didn’t so | never tried
it again. It's pointless.

“I'm a very clean living girl. | have got
some disgusting habits though, but | keep
those to myself. You're not going to find
out about them.”

I see. At the age of 28 Helen's packed a
lot into her life. She’s studied law, and
been a cartoon animator, before assailing
the airwaves with her marvellous voice
(and | do mean that most sincerely).

“An old boyfriend who used to be a
roadie suggested | might take up singing
as a career,” Helen reminisces. “l sang in
pubs and did some session work, but in
those days the music business was like
the Mafia. It's friendlier now, people
actually talk to each other and they can
be quite civilised about things.

“I think a lot of bands have more
intelligence now. They're not stupid and
don’t spend all their advance money on
substances that go straight up their
noses. We wouldn’t touch it.”

ELL ME, Helen. What do you think
I you've brought to Culture Club since
you joined?

“1 think I've broadened the vocal sound.
Before | came | think it was a bit thin.
George's voice and mine just seem to suit
each other. | can also change my voice
quite easily and adapt it to different
styles. .

“George is really easz to work with.
Sometimes he shouts, but that's only

because he's being positive. George
doesn’t like being told what to do. I've
had a chat with his mum and she says
that he's just like his father in that
respect.

“l sometimes ﬁat together with his
mum and she tells me about when George
was a baby. He gets so embarrassed he
has to leave the room! When George gets
together with my mum she tells him all
about me as a child, so he gets his own
back.

“l was an awful child, my mum used to
lock me in a room. | think kids are alright
until they reach the age of 12. Then
adolescence starts and they get mixed up.
I think | would become a mum if you
could go out and buy babies, but the
thought of having to be pregnant for nine
months appals me.”

Chatting to Helen is like talking to your
next door neighbour. Tales about America
are given out like somebody reciting their
shopping list.

“I suppose | should be acting the big
star right now, but that wouldn’t be
right,” she says. “Culture Club are an
honest band and we don't give people
shit. We're just down to earth freaks who
like to go to bed early when we're on the
road.”

| don’t blame "em at all. Listen to this
story Helen tells about one hotel in the
States.

“They were having a dog fashion show
downstairs. There were all these poor
animals in boots and things. They sven
have dog computer dating agencies over
there now. Isn't that awful?

Helen says that this doggy experience
was nearly as bad as watching heavy
metal band Van Halen in concert.

“"The drummar was terrible and Edward
Van Halen the guitarist was having an off
night. Heavy metal is moronic,it all seems

" to be based around the same three

chords. That macho thing is just
ridiculous as well and | don‘t find David
Lee Roth at all sexy.”

ELEN'S GETTING far more excitad

by an invitation to play on the next

Crusaders album. Michael Jackson
is also expressing interest in having
George and Helen working with him.

“The story is that he's interested in
me,"” she says. “l don’t know if it will
work though. | don’t know if our voices
will fit.”

I'm sure she’s just being modest. Finally
Helen, how does it feel to be part of the
world’s biggest band?

“If you imagine Culture Club as a house
then I'm the east wing they